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RECOLLECTIONS OF RURAL 1900 's :
Those of us who m a r v e l at t h e accomplishments of o u r p resen t computerized s o c i e t y , may

fi n d i t d i f fi c u l t t o imagine a day when l i f e moved a t a much s l o w e r pace.
I n read ing ove r t h e memoirs o f t h e l a t e Anna K a r s t e n , w e g e t a gl impse o f a t ime i n r u r a l

Wilson when condi t ions were f a r d i f f e r e n t t h a n t h e y a r e t o d a y.
F o r i n s t a n c e , i n t h e e a r l y 19UU'» t h e r e were n o improved r o a d s ‐ - o n l y d i r t o n e s , and t h e y

were k e p t smooth w i t h t h e h e l p o f a huge scraper p u l l e d by a team of horses .
T n t h e w i n t e r t i m e , c a r s were jacked u p o n b l o c k s u n t i l t h e f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g , and t h e engine,

which was s t a r t e d w i t h a magneto, would t h e n be swi tched o v e r to t h e b a t t e r y .
A u t o t i r e s were aS smooth as a garden h o s e , and t h e "honke r " h o r n , which he lped c l e a r t h e

way o f b o t h f a r m e r s and l i v e s t o c k , was operated b y a n at tached b a l l o o n - l i k e rubber b a l l .
Gasoline s o l d f o r 13 c e n t s a g a l l o n , b u t increased t h r e e t imes t h a t amount a f t e r World War Tt

s t a r t e d . Mos t f a r m e r s s t o r e d gas o n t h e i r f a r m s i n 5 0 g a l l o n drums.
She noted t h a t t h e i r fi r s t new ca r c o s t t h e " f a b u l o u s sum o f fi v e hundred d o l l a r s " , and

though i t was probably a marve l a t t h e t i m e , was a f a r c r y f r o m t h e s l e e k , s h i n y, l o w - s l u n g
spor t s cars o f today.

She reca l led t h a t "Dad used to d r i v e , b u t i t was a fearsome ordea l f o r a l l who rode w i t h him
as he sped 5 to 10 mi les an hou r down the road.

"We made two t r i p s a year--one to t h e pionéer p i c n i c at O l c o t t , and t h e o ther to the "Old
Home Week'"' celebration in L o c k p o r t when t h e Main S t r e e t was roped o f f f o r a mid-way t h a t
extended over the "B ig Br idge" .

“The usua l f a rm chores were m o s t l y done by hand a n d , in t h e f a l l , i t was customary to make
a p p l e b u t t e r .

"The neighbors would u s u a l l y come over and h e l p p e e l bushels of app les , and a huge k e t t l e
was fi l l e d w i t h c i d e r and bo i l ed down about h a l f way o v e r a n open fi r e .

" A p p l e s were g r a d u a l l y added and t h e m ix tu re was c o n s t a n t l y s t i r r e d , and i f i t became t o o
t h i c k , more a p p l e c i d e r would b e added.

"We used o u r own a p p l e s to make t h e c i d e r a n d , in t h o s e days, i t w a s n ' t necessary to spray
them because v e r y f e w of t h e a p p l e s were wormy.

"One b u s h e l o f a p p l e s made a b o u t 4 g a l l o p n s o f c i d e r , and t h e j u i c e was squeezed f r o m them
by a horse-powered g r i nde r at the c i d e r m i l l .

"Making t h e a p p l e b u t t e r was a 24 h o u r j o b so wh i l e some s l e p t , o t h e r s would k e e p t h e fi r e s
go ing and s t i r t h e c i d e r and a p p l e s c o n t i n u o u s l y.

" P i f t y g a l l o n s were u s u a l l y made a t a t ime and s to red i n earthen c r o c k s , and wh i l e t h e
a p p l e b u t t e r was be ing made t h e s m e l l would fi l l t h e a i r f o r m i les around.

"Sometimes, work and p l a y were combined, and young p e o p l e espec ia l l y looked forward to t h e
a n n u a l corn-husk ing b e e ' s .

The h u s k s were p u l l e d f r o m t h e e a r s o f co rn and s t u f f e d i n t o bags and l a t e r s o l d f o r bed
t i c k s , w h i l e t h e c o r n was s t o r e d i n a g r a n a r y f o r l i v e s t o c k feed ing .

"Around midn igh t a b i g m e a l was served and l a t e r , everyone jo ined in on t h e b a r n fl o o r to
square dance and have a w o n d e r f u l t i m e . "* * * * * * * * * *
JANUARY MEETING:

On J a n u a r y 1 5 t h , o u r gues t speaker w i l l be Ron H a e f e r of N e w f a n e , Executive D i r e c t o r of
B i g B r o t h e r s and S i s t e r s of Niagara C o u n t y. H i s presentat ion w i l l be "A H i s t o r y of t h e B i g
B ro the r s -B ig S i s t e r s Movement".

I n c i d e n t a l l y , R e v. H a e f e r and h i s w i f e , S y l v i a , a r e members o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
and i t would b e n i c e i f w e c o u l d have a good t u r n - o u t t o welcome them.

Emma S c h r a d e r , C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t she and S h i r l e y Evans w i l l be refreshment h o s t e s s e s
f o r t h e e v e n i n g . * * * * * * * * *
CALENDAR:

Museum w i l l b e c losed t o v i s i t o r s d u r i n g t h e months o f J a n u a r y, F e b r u a r y, and M a r c h ,
J a n . 10 th : Board o f D i r ec to r Meet ing a t t h e museum; 7:30 PM.
J a n . 15 th : Mon th l y program mee t i ng a t museum; 7 :30 PM.
No P l a n n i n g Board meet ing is scheduled f o r J a n u a r y.
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YANKEE DOODLE DANDY:
I t might come a s a s u r p r i s e t o some p e o p l e t h a t t h e song, "Yankee Doodle" was wr i t ten d u r ‑

i n g t h e French and Ind ian Wars by a B r i t i s h su rgeon , D r . Schukburg, when he was stationed at
F o r t C r a i l e , now Rensse lae r, New Yo r k . °

The d o c t o r h a d j u s t watched a company of r a g g e d Americans s t r a g g l e i n t o t h e f o r t whi le
a rgu ing l o u d l y w i t h t h e i r o f fi c e r s .

As a joke , t h e doc to r w r o t e t h e l y r i c s to "Yankee D o o d l e " , and gave it to t h e Americans as
a good tune t o d r i l l b y .

AS bedragg icd , unkempt Americans marched to i t s c a t c h y b e a t , t h e B r i t i s h so ld ie rs laughed
and poked f u n a t them, however, t h e tune caugh t o n and soon became a camp f a v o r i t e .

When t h e Revolut ionary War began and t h e B r i t i s h were r o u t e d at Concord and Lex ing ton , t h e
Minutemen sang t h e song p r o u d l y ; and it was p layed aga in when Burgoyn surrendered to Gates at
Sara toga ; and a g a i n when Cornwal l i s surrendered to Washington at Yorktown.

Thus a song t h a t s t a r t e d o u t as a B r i t i s h j o k e , became one of t h e b e s t marching tunes eve r
w r i t t e n , and helped t h e American Mi l i t iamen and s o l d i e r s of t h e Cont inenta l Army defeat t h e
fi n e s t p r o f e s s i o n a l s B r i t a i n c o u l d mus te r.

* * * * * * *k * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

G i f t s acquired f r o m Freder ick " F r i t z " Oldenburgof C l i f t o n , N J , inc lude a l a r g e o i l p a i n t i n g
o f a C l i ppe r Ship; a l s o mounted and f ramed wood ca rv i ngs o f a No r the rn P i ke (1975); B i g Mouth
B a s s ; "My F i r s t C a t c h " ; and a l i f e s i z e d b u s t o f a Navajo I n d i a n .

John G i n t y, Newfane: F i r s t handcuffs used by t h e l a t e E a r l Armst rong of Wi lson, who l a t e r
became a Niagara County Deputy S h e r r i f .

James B r e w e r, L o c k p o r t : Ra i l road Phone Box o r i g i n a l l y o n a p o l e where r a i l r o a d t r a c k s
c r o s s e d O n t a r i o S t r e e t .

I d a F r i t z : Teachers Tr a i n i n g C l a s s Day Program f o r Wilson--1910.
Henry Donner, E u c l i d , Ohio: Soapstone Warmer and P o t t e r y Jog .
F r a n k Wegener, Newfane: Two q u i l t s (ca.1850) r e g i s t e r e d under t h e N . Y. Q u i l t Pro jec t .
Don Croop: Genealogy of Croop f a m i l y who s e t t l e d in C l a r e n c e , E r i e C o . , in 1806-1829.
F r e d Koeppen: Wicker Baby Ca r r i age and C h i l d ' s S l e d .
M r s . Marvin (Bsther) Myers : Song Book (1927) ; New Testament used in Home Guard by E a r l

C a r r i g a n ; and e a r l y Ladies Watch i n Box P o s t c a r d .
Jean Capen, B u r t : P o s t C a r d of Sunse t I s l a n d ; Announcement Program of P e t e r P o r t e r Regiment

Reunion, August 22 , 1894.
E lo ise Culverwel l : Resolutions of Respect in memory of Ida Ereon f rom Rebekah Lodge #397

dated June 22, 1989.
Edward A l l g e i e r : Grape Press ; S i l age C u t t i n g Box ; and Grape Baskets .

* * * * * * * * * *
GOLDEN WEDDING BELLS: n r . )

Cong ra tu l a t i ons to 3 o f ou r h i s to r i ca l society coup les who were married in 1939 and ce leb ra ‑
t e d t h e i r Golden Wedding Anniversaries in November.

Chester and Char lo t te McArthur were married in Wilson and moved to Winter Haven, F l o r i d a , in
1961. They celebrated t h e i r anniversary w i th fami ly and f r iends at the Grene le fe Country C lub
in Winter Haven.

William and Margery Ganshaw were married at St.Bartholomew's Rectory in B u f f a l o on Thanks‑
g i v i n g D a y, and S t u a r t and Ernest ine Wa lpo le were marr ied t h e same day at E x l e y Methodist
Church in Wilson.

B o t h c o u p l e s ce lebrated t h e i r 50 th anniversaries w i t h f a m i l y and f r i ends at a recep t i on h e l d
at t h e R i b House Restaurant in Newfane.

* * * * * * * * * *k

IN FOND MEMORY:
Mi lburn E. Campbel l , 7 6 , a l i f e l o n g resident of Wi lson, d ied unexpectedly on N o v. 22 , 1989,

a t Zephyr H i l l s , F L . He is su rv i ved by h i s w i f e , Mar ion Sherman Campbel l o f Wi l son , a daugh te r,
M r s . Rober t (Carolyn) Paton o f I r v i n g t o n , NY; a l s o 3 s i s t e r s , M r s . L u c i l l e K i r c h o f f o f S a n f o r d ,
F L ; M r s . Wi r t (Dora) Wakeman o f Wilson; and M r s . H a r o l d (Esther) A l b r i g h t , Newfane H e a l t h F a c .

Mi lburn was t h e fo rme r owner and p u b l i s h e r o f t h e Wilson " S t a r " ; and a l s o worked f o r Moore
Business Forms and t h e Niagara G a z e t t e .

He was a member of E x l e y Un i ted Methodist Church; a veteran of Wor ld War I I ; P a s t Commander
of M a r t i n Jennings American L e g i o n P o s t of Wi lson; P a s t Mas te r of Masonic Lodge #376; member
o f Wilson V o l . F i r e Co. #1; and f o r m e r t r u s t e e and c h a r t e r - l i f e member o f t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc .

Serv ices were h e l d a t E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church w i t h R e v. Donald F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g , and
b u r i a l was in Greenwood Cemetery, Wilson.

* * * * * * * * * *
John B e n e d i c t , 7 7 , d i e d unexpec ted l y on D e c . 1 7 , 1989, at Inter-Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane.

He was a n a t i v e of Wi lson, t h e s o n of t h e l a t e John and Doro thy Parsons Benedict.
He was a Navy veteran of Wor l d War I I , and l a t e r worked at B e l l Aero Space, Niagara F a l l s .

H e a l s o o p e r a t e d a f a r m o n Chestnut Road, Wi lson, since 1947, and was ac t i ve i n t h e Wilson H i s .
Soc. where he helped w i t h s e v e r a l bu i l d i ngs and hea t i ng p r o j e c t s .

He is survived by h i s w i f e , Annabe l l Duxbury Bened ic t , a t home, and s e v e r a l nieces and
nephews. Funera l services were h e l d at t h e Hamilton & C l a r k Fune ra l Chapel in Wi lson, and b u r ‑
l a l was a t N o r t h Ridge Cemetery w i t h R e v. Donald F o l e y o f E x l e y Church o f fi c i a t i n g .

* * * * * * * * * * .
NEW MEMBERS:

Please welcome Ralph and Viv ian Aust in of Wilson, and Chr is t ine Munch of Niagara F a l l s .
* * * * * * * * * *

FAIR PLANS UNDERWAY:
B e t t y Stimson r e p o r t s t h a t t h e q u i l t f o r t h e 1990 Memorial Day F a i r i s comple ted which

reminds u s : " 0 1 q q u i l t e r s never d i e , t h e y j u s t g o t o p i e c e s . "
* * * * * * * * * *

N o y.
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CURE FOR DIPTHERIA:

A f a m i l y growing up in t h e e a r l y 1900's d i d n ' t have a l l t h e h i g h t e c h medical knowledge
t h a t we have avai lab le in t h e 1 9 9 0 ' s , and home remedies were v e r y common w i t h Mother of ten
p lay ing t h e r o l e of doc to r and n u r s e as w e l l as housewife.

In 1915, Sara B e r r y ' s g randmother Holmes Cl ipped t h e f o l l o w i n g home remedy f o r d i p t h e r i a
f r o m t h e New Yo r k Tribune--and we quote:

"We have j u s t received a r e c i p e f o r t h e c u r e o f d i p t h e r i a f r o m a phys ic ian who says t h a t
of one thousand cases in which it h a d been u s e d , n o t a S i n g l e p a t i e n t had been l o s t .

"The treatment consis ts in thoroughly swabbing t h e back of t h e mouth and t h r o a t w i t h a wash
made thus : Tab le s a l t , 2 dracoms; b l a c k pepper (golden s e a l ) ; n i t r e of p o t a s h , and a l u m - ‑
one dracon each.

"Mix and p u l v e r i z e and p u t i n t o a t e a cup h a l f f u l l o f b o i l i n g w a t e r , s t i r w e l l , and then
fi l l up w i t h v inegar.

"Use every h a l f hou r - -one , two and f o u r hours as recovery p rog resses . The p a t i e n t may
s w a l l o w a l i t t l e each t ime.

" A p p l y one ounce each o f s p i r i t s o f t u r p e n t i n e , sweet o i l , and Ayers ammonia, mixed every
h o u r , t o t h e whole o f t h e t h r o a t , and t o t h e b r e a s t bones eve ry one , two o r 4 h r s . keeping
fl a n n e l t o t h e p a s t e . "

( N o t e : The above " c u r e " i s p r i n t e d m e r e l y a s a n e x a m p l eo f a home remedy u s e d i n t h e e a r l y
1900 's , and i t is s u g g e s t e d t h a t no r e a d e r a t t e m p t to u s e such a concoct ion without fi r s t
consu l t i ng w i t h you r p h y s i c i a n .)

* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTIVITY AND REPORTS:

Two l e t t e r s were r e a d b y Pam G r o f f , S e c y. , i n c l u d i n g one f r o m H a r o l d Mosher, town s u p e r v i s o r,
thanking t h e soc ie ty f o r i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e opening o f t h i s y e a r ' s " L i g h t u p Wilson
C e l e b r a t i o n " . Another l e t t e r f r o m t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y o f f e r i n g t h e s o c i e t y t h e o l d b a r b e r ‑
shop at 271 Young S t r e e t was r e a d , and t h e s e c r e t a r y was inst ructed to w r i t e t h e L i b r a r y a
l e t t e r of acceptance.

Don Burrows s t a t e d t h a t he and Dan K ing would wa i t f o r b e t t e r weather b e f o r e g e t t i n g t h e
buggy donated b y E d and G e r t r u d e Marks .

The E a s t e r n Niagara Chamber o f Congress has reques ted t h a t t h e soc ie ty submit v i s i t i n g
hours and dates of f u t u r e even ts so t h a t they migh t be included in t h e ca lendar of upcoming
a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e c o u n t y. V i s i t a t i o n hours w i l l b e Sunday a f te rnoons f r o m 2 t o 4PM dur ing t h e
months of A p r i l t h rough December. The museum w i l l a l s o be Open on Saturday afternoons from
2 to 4PM dur ing t h e months of J u l y and August . The a n n u a l Memorial Day F a i r w i l l be May 28th.
O l l i e C l a r k r e p o r t e d t h a t new r a i l r o a d t i e s must b e acquired t o comple te the roadbed f o r the
ra i l road hand car donated by Don Burrows.

It was proposed t h a t committee chairmen be asked to a t t e n d as many Board meetings as t h e i r
schedules w i l l pe rm i t . The Board considers it essential they receive as much inpu t as poss ib le
f rom committee chairmen, and f e e l t h a t in r e t u r n they w i l l be a b l e to g i v e the committees more
S u p p o r t . Helen Stevens, c o r . s e c . , was asked t o n o t i f y chairmen o f meeting dates.

Motion was approved to have O l l i e Clark investigate a sui table type plaque on which to l i s t
the names of Wilson's war ve te rans , f o r a l l wars.

Eleanor Myers, Chrm., Barnum B l d g . , sa id t h a t p l a n s a re temporar i ly on ho ld f o r p u t t i n g
barbershop in Barnum Bui ld ing u n t i l p l a n f o r bu i ld ing acquired f rom Library a r e formula ted.

C a r o l e Schnoor, T r e a s . , r e p o r t e d t h a t f r o m N o v. 1 6 t h th rough D e c . 1 2 t h , expenses were
$2,164.68, and income was $40.00. The s o c i e t y ' s income f r o m May 1,1989 to d a t e was $15,865.93;
Expenses f o r t h e same p e r i o d were $13,317.21.

k * * * * * * * * *

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:
The Christmas s o c i a l was r e a l n i c e - - i f you missed i t , you were t h e l o s e r . Tab les were

b e a u t i f u l l y decorated b y Barbara Mosher and h e r committee, and a del ic ious l i g h t supper o f
Chowder, f r e s h r o l l s , c o f f e and t e a were s e r v e d .

Trays of Christmas cookies were then p l a c e d at each t a b l e whi le g u e s t s p e a k e r, Jud Heck ,
town h i s t o r i a n o f Newfane, gave a n in te res t ing t a l k and s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n o n t h e h i s t o r y o f
o l d " S t . N i c k " .

Names f o r t h e p r i z e awards were then drawn by C a r o l e Schnoor , and Pam McInerney received
t h e fl o r a l d isp lay ; - - ~ Feigenbaum, t h e dog; and Jean Swanson, t h e Christmas B e l l s .

H a r o l d Mosher and John Myers he lped se rve t h e l u n c h , and H e l e n S tevens , E l e a n o r Mye rs , and
Emma Schrader furn ished Christmas cookies.

* * * * * * * * * *
BY-LAWS COMMITTEE:

The By-Laws committee was s e t up to r e v u e , upda te , and make changes as needed or recommended
by t h e Boa rd of Directors a n d g e n e r a l membership.

Amendments to t h e b y - l a w s may be made by a w r i t t e n r e s o l u t i o n submitted by two or more
members to t h e B o a r d , and passed on by t h e g e n e r a l membership by a 2/3rds v o t e one month a f t e r
t h e reso lu t ion is p r e s e n t e d to t h e Board . ( A r t i c l e X Sec. 3 )

The committee p r e s e n t l y consists of Don Croop, Ch rm. , A r t Schnoor, 2nd Vice-Pres., and
L o i s Jennings, c u r a t o r .

* * * * * * * * * *
RECOGNITION EARNED:

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Winnie F ischer o f Wilson who was r e c e n t l y awarded a 3 0 y e a r service p i n
in r e c o g n i t i o n of h e r dedication and leadersh ip in t h e Niagara County 4-H organization.

* * * * * * * * * *TIME FOR ACTION:
With t h e January Newslet ter in t h e m a i l , i t ' s t ime to be th ink ing "FAIR". L i ke i t or n o t ,

t h e b i g day is o n l y 4 months away, SOeven i f w in ter 's " g o t y o u down", i t ' s t ime to " G e t Back
to t h e F u t u r e " and s t a r t warming up f o r o u r 18 th Annual Memorial Day F a i r .

* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: You cannot ston t h e wind, b u t y o u can a d j u s t y o u r s a i l s .
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HOME OF THE "LITTLE APPLE":
I t i s n o s e c r e t t h a t some o f t h e t a s t i e s t , j u c i e s t a p p l e s grown anywhere a r e found r i g h t

h e r e in Niagara C o u n t y.
I t i s a l s o n o s e c r e t t h a t a p p l e s a r e one o f t h e b e s t , l o w c a l o r i e h e a l t h y foods one can

e a t , w i t h p l e n t y of evidence to back up t h e o l d say ing , "An a p p l e a day keeps t h e d o c t o r away.
I n v i ew o f t h i s , and , cons ide r i ng t h e i r abundance in o u r c o u n t r y, i t i s h a r d to be l i eve

t h a t t h e average f o r t h e American consumer is 14 l b s . a. y e a r , wh i le t h e Japanese e a t 40 l b s .
and t h e D u t c h , 100 l b s . a yea r p e r pe rson .

W eobtained some i n t e r e s t i n g d a t a about t h e "common man 's f r u i t " f r o m M r s . H a z e l S a l i s b u r y
of Wi lson , and fi n d t h a t of a l l t h e s t a t e s growing a p p l e s , New Yo r k is second o n l y to t h e
s t a t e of Washington. M o r e o v e r , of t h e 25,000,000 b u s h e l s produced l a s t year in o u r s t a t e ,
19,000,000 bushe ls were produced in t h e l a k e shore count ies of Niagara, O r l e a n s , Mon roe ,
Wayne, and Onandaga.

The a p p l e i s bel ieved t o have o r i g i n a t e d i n southwest A s i a , b u t was a l s o v e r y common i n
ancient Greece and Rome, and it i t was p r o b a b l y t h e Romans who introduced it i n t o Eng land .

From t h e r e , t h e Colonists brought t h e seeds to the New Wor ld , and as pioneer s e t t l e r s made
t h e i r way w e s t , t h e a p p l e seeds went w i t h them.

In 1818, Daniel and S a l l y Holmes came from Saratoga to t h e newly organized town of Wilson,
and they b rough t a l l t h e i r pe rsona l e f f e c t s in a s i e d drawn by a team of oxen.

Here they s e t t l e d on 160 acres of l a n d on E a s t Lake Road;{now t h e home of F loyd and Haze l
Sa l isbury) and Daniel p lan ted h i s fi r s t app le orchard w i th seeds t h a t S a l l y had car r ied in
h e r apron pocke t a l l t h e way f r o m New England.

The l a s t t r e e o f t h i s o r c h a r d , a "Snow" a p p l e , b lew down i n 1974, and limbs f r o m i t were
removed by the Wilson H is to r i ca l Society and made i n t o commemorative plaques by Ar thu r Schnoor
and o the r interested members.

Most of us have heard t h e s t o r y how the legendary fi g u r e , "Johnny Appleseed", car r ied a
pouch of a p p l e seeds and p l a n t e d them everywhere he went on h i s western t r e k t h r o u g h New Yo r k ,
Pennsylvania, Oh io , and Ind ianna.

S e v e r a l t r e e s f r o m h i s o r i g i n a l p l a n t i n g s may s t i l l b e seen j u s t west o f t h e c i t y o f
A thens , Oh io , where t h e y a r e i d e n t i fi e d w i t h a h i s t o r i c a l m a r k e r .

One o l d f a v o r i t e , t h e Rome B e a u t y, i s a l s o n a t i v e t o O h i o , and o r i g i n a t e d i n 1824 o n a
f a r m in Rome Township, Athens C o u n t y.

The fi r s t o r i g i n a l Red De l i c ious was grown f r o m a seed i ing in 1870 on a f a r m in I o w a , and
t h e S t a r k B r o s . N u r s e r y acquired t h e propagat ing r i g h t s to i t - - t h u s was b o r n t h e S t a r k ' s
"Red De l i c i ous " a p p l e .

The De l i c ious t o d a y, i s t h e most w ide ly p l a n t e d t r e e in t h e w o r l d , and in 1981 i t was r e p o r ‑
t e d t h a t 37% of a l l a p p l e s grown in t h e U . S . , came f r o m De l i c ious s t r a i n s , o f which t h e r e a r e
o v e r 100 v a r i e t i e s .

Some o t h e r p o p u l a r a p p l e s inc lude t h e "Granny S m i t h " , "Empire", " J o n n e e " , "Redman", and
"Go: l den De l i c i ous . "

App les were o r i g i n a l l y grown on l a r g e , t a l l t r e e s , and main ta in ing t h e orchards was
d i f fi c u l t w o r k . Today, t h e t r e n d i s toward Dwar f v a r i e t i e s which may b e p l a n t e d c l o s e l y
t o g e t h e r and d o n ' t r equ i re a s much space .
F r u i t f r o m t h e d w a r f v a r i e t i e s c a n b e p icked e a s i l y f r o m t h e ground o r w i t h t h e u s e o f s m a l l

s t e p l a d d e r s , and n o t o n l y i s s p r a y i n g and tr imming much e a s i e r , b u t i t i s s a i d t h a t t h e d w a r f
t r e e s produce l a r g e r , more abundant y i e l d s at an e a r l i e r age.

The f a c t t h a t t h e a p p l e e x e r t s s u c h a pronounced e f f e c t on t h e image of New Yo r k S t a t e can
h a r d l y b e disputed, e s p e c i a l l y s ince i t s l a r g e s t c i t y p roc la ims i t s e l f "The B i g A p p l e " , w h i l e
t h e s m a l l v i l l a g e of Wi lson has t h e undisputed c l a i m of b e i n g known as "The L i t t l e A p p l e . "* * * * * * * * * *
IN FOND MEMORY:

M a r g a r e t W i l s o n ,98, a n H o n o r a r y member o f t h e s o c i e t y, d i e d Dec . 24, 1989, a t t h e I n t e r ‑
Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane. She was v e r y ac t i ve f o r h e r y e a r s , and was a member of Our
Lady of t h e Rosary R . C . Church which s h e h e l p e d to e s t a b l i s h in t h e Wilson Community. She a l s o
b e l o n g e dto t h e Ransomvi l le , Newfane, and Wilson Golden Age C l u b s . In h e r younger days, she and
h e r good f r i e n d , Beat r ice S a l i s b u r y, t a u g h t schoo l t o g e t h e r f o r about 2 0 y e a r s .

She was t h e w i f e of t h e l a t e F l o y d Wi lson , was a l s o pre-deceased by a s o n , C a r l , and a dau ‑
t e r , J e a n . She i s s u r v i v e db y a s o n - i n - l a w, John K r e s s o f Wilson and s v e r a l g r a n d c h i l d r e n . A
b u r i a l Mass was conducted in t h e church by R e v. P a u l B u r k a r d , and interment was in Greenwood.

x * * * * * * * * *
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LIBRARY GOAL WITHIN SIGHT:

The Wilson F r e e L ib ra ry has received a t o t a l of $116,000 in contributions and p ledges in
i t s d r i v e f o r f u n d s t o renovate and expand t h e p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g . The campaign continues t o ‑
ward a g o a l of $177,000 which must be ra i sed b e f o r e f e d e r a l and s t a t e g r a n t s can be sough t .

Donations have come n o t o n l y f r o m t h e community and t h e businesses which serve i t , b u t
f r o m i8 s t a t e s , t h e D i s t r i c t of Columbia, and Mexico. One of t h e two l a r g e s t s i n g l e g i f t s of
$15,000 each was g i v e n by a corporation; t h e o t h e r by an indiv idual . Perhaps t h e most h e a r t ‑
warming cont r ibu t ion was a d o l l a r in co ins taped to a c a r d w i t h t h e message, "Th is is a l l T
c a n g i v e , b u t I want t o b e a p a r t o f t h e d r i v e . "

P a u l Pasko of Niagara F a l l s s e n t t h i s n o t e w i t h h i s check : "My introduction to l i b ra r i es
s t a r t e d back approximately around 1915-16 when A r t h u r Dobbs was l i b r a r i a n at t h e o l d l i b r a r y
o n P e t t i t S t r e e t . "

He went on to express h i s admirat ion f o r M r . Dobbs who functioned so w e l l in s p i t e of a
serious p h y s i c a l d i s a b i l i t y.

A g i f t f r o m Rebecca Baker H i l l and h e r f a m i l y was accompanied by a l e t t e r s t a t i n g t h a t she
had been a student l i b r a r y page under t h e l a t e Marie Reyno lds , and had gone on to earn a
m a s t e r ' s degree in l i b r a r y science. "Becky" i s now head l i b r a r i a n o f t h e Ru the r fo rd B . Hayes
Pres ident ia l L i b r a r y in F remon t , O h i o .

The C l a s s o f 1979 f r o m Wilson H i g h s e n t a check a f t e r t h e i r 10 th reun ion l a s t summer " t o h e l p
in t h e education of t h e ch i ld ren and young p e o p l e of t h e community in which we were educated
du r i ng o u r h i g h schoo l y e a r s . "

Others have contr ibuted in memory of deceased l o v e d ones and as t r i bu tes to f r i e n d s and
r e l a t i v e s on wedding anniversaries, b i r thdays, Christmas, and on Mo the r ' s and F a t h e r ' s Day.

Accord ing to Marga re t "Peg" F r i t t o n , L i b r a r y Board P r e s . , t h e d r i v e is s t i l l g o i n g o n , and
she and o t h e r t rustees hope t h a t everyone w i t h t i e s to Wilson w i l l contr ibute something so
t h a t a modern and expanded b u i l d i n g can be completed in 1991-- the 8 0 t h anniversary of t h e
found ing of t h e l i b r a r y . The l i b r a r y board g r a t e f u l l y thanks a l l who have cont r ibu ted to d a t e .

(Note: The l i b r a r y has ra i sed o v e r 65% of i t s p ro jec ted g o a l o f $177,000, and with in ’ the
n e x t f e w months t h a t g o a l can be reached i f a l l Wi lsonites j o i n t o g e t h e r to make i t happen.
There has been a n e x c e l l e n t response f r o m o u t - o f - s t a t e members o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , w i t h
cont r ibut ions coming f r o m 18 of t h e 24 s t a t e s in which we have members. Why n o t make i t 100%?

If y o u have g iven a l r e a d y, t h e r e ' s no l a w a g a i n s t g i v i n g aga in . Remember, i t ' s a n o t h e r
y e a r - - 1 9 9 0 - - s o another t a x deduct ib le donat ion f o r t h e l i b r a r y can b e a h e l p t o you a s w e l l
as t h e l i b r a r y. Think about i t , and if you l i k e t h e idea, mai l your contributions to the
Wilson Free L ib ra r y, Wilson, N Y 14172. See you i n t h e New L i b r a r y. )* * * * * * * * * *
BACK TO SCHOOL: .

About 187 Golden Agers reg i s te red to attend t h e 8 t h annua l Senior C i t i zen breakfast he ld
r e c e n t l y by t h e Wilson Teachers Association and Wilson C e n t r a l School D i s t r i c t .

I t was a g r e a t time f o r grandparents to see t h e i r l oved ones in act ion--and a c t i o n i t was,
f r o m the l s t opening remarks in t h e school auditorium by Sup t . Richard Zipp, and John Rodgers,
Pres . of t h e Teachers Associat ion, to the, many demonstrations and exh ib i t s h e l d in the l i b r a r y.

Everyone g o t i n t o the a c t w i t h a de l ic ious break fas t prepared and served by the 8th grade
Home Career students under the d i rec t ion o f Mrs . S lang Cooke; P lace set t ings consisted o f sma l l
loaves o f bread and j a r s o f j e l l i e s made by the s tuden ts ; Souvenir oven r a c k t o o l s made by
members of M r . F i l lmore 's Technology c l a s s e s ; Napkin r i n g s designed and made by theResource
Room c l a s s e s o f M r s . F i r i t z ; Math q u i z p l a c e m a t s c r e a t e d by t h e Math Depar tment ; Christmas
c a r d s made b y t h e 8 t h g r a d e a r t s t u d e n t s ; Menus designed b y t h e Fore ign Language D e p t . ; and a
s p e c i a l issue of t h e "Lakeman S p i r i t " p u t o u t by t h e newspaper s t a f f .

Some espec ia l l y fi n e musical se lec t i ons were per fo rmed by t h e "Musicale" under t h e d i rec t i on
o f Maureen Moore; t h e Senior Ensemble d i rec ted by Lynda Wi l l i ams; and t h e schoo l band directed
by K e i t h Schese l . Hol iday s o l o s were a l s o sung by Heather B r a d l e y, Aaron Goodman, Sarah Smi th ,
Stephanie Hayes, and Maggie, C h r i s t i n a , and Missy F a e r y.

Cheer- leading and w r e s t l i n g demonstrations were w e l l received by t h e Senior C i t i z e n s , as was
a spec ia l k a r a t e demonstration by Stephanie Hayes. A humerous n o t e was added to t h e breakfast
when a s h o r t scene f rom t h e Junior-Senior C lass p l a y , "The worce High School P l a y in t h e World"
was p r e s e n t e d .

The event was concluded in t h e l i b r a r y where s tudents exh ib i t ed and demonstrated over 30
p r o j e c t s f o r t h e b e n e fi t of t h e Senior Citizens+‐many of whom voiced a p p r o v a l and expressed t h e
hope t h e y would b e a b l e t o a t t e n d aga in t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r .

* * * * * * * * * *
4 t h GRADERS V I S I T MUSEUM:

F i f t y y o u n g s t e r s firom t h e 4 t h g rades a t Thomas Marks S c h o o l , v i s i t e d t h e museum r e c e n t l y
where t h e y were welcomed b y M r s . L o i s J e n n i n g s , c u r a t o r. .

The s t u d e n t s , accompanied by t h e i r t e a c h e r s , K a r e n Welch and Nancy N i e v e r t , assembled in t h e
P a t t e r s o n Room where Don Croop spoke t o them about t h e t o w n ' s f o u n d e r , Reuben Wilson, and h i s
l i f e f r o m t h e t ime o f h i s b i r t h i n Spencer, Mass. t o t h e p e r i o d f o l l o w i n g t h e War o f 1812 and
i t s e f f e c t on Wilson.

E l e a n o r Myers , town h i s t o r i a n , displayed some o f t h e o l d u t e n s i l s used i n Wilson's a p p l e ‑
growing indus t ry, and po in ted o u t how essent ia l f r u i t f a rm ing has been to t h e l o c a l economy.

M r s . Jennings t a l k e d about Wilson's cobblestone houses and how they were c o n s t r u c t e d , and ,
obv ious ly p leased by t h e s t u d e n t s ' a t t e n t i o n observed,"Having been a schoo l teacher m y s e l f , I
am impressed by you r good behav io r. "

The y o u n g s t e r s t h e n l o o k e d a t t h e e x h i b i t s o n d i s p l a y, and were a l l o w e d t o h e l p themselves
f r o m a bushel of a p p l e s acquired f r o m Onta r io Orchards.

* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

Maybe k i d s would e a t b e t t e r i f y o u ins ta l l ed a d r i ve - i n window o f f t he k i t chen and handed
them dinner in a bag.

* * * * * * * * * *



February 1990 (Page 3)
PROMINENT SON: .

The r e c e n t demise of M i l b u r n E. Campbe l l , n a t i v e son of W i l s o n , came as a shock to t h e
community in which he h a s l i v e d and s e r v e d f o r t h e p a s t 76 y e a r s .

He was t h e s o n of t h e l a t e D a n i e l and E t t a (Hatch) Campbel l , and was t h e f o r m e r owner and
p u b l i s h e r o f t h e "Wilson S t a r " . H e a l s o had 3 s i s t e r s , L u c i l l e ( W i l l i a m ) K i r c h o f f ; Do ra ( W i r t )
Wakeman; and Es the r (Haro ld) A l b r i g h t .

Dur ing World War I I , M i l b u r n s o l d t h e newspaper and e n t e r e d t h e U . S . Army where he served in
the European Theater w i t h t h e Headquarters Company of t h e 8 t h C o r p s .

H e was i n t h e Normandy I n v a s i o n , and l a t e r f o u g h t i n t h e B a t t l e o f t h e B u l g e where h e r e ‑
ceived s e v e r a l m i l i t a r y honors i n c l u d i n g t h e Bronze S t a r .

A f t e r h i s discharge f r o m t h e m i l i t a r y , he worked at Moore Business F o r m s , Niagara F a l l s ,
f o r n e a r l y 30 years , and l a t e r at t h e Niagara G a z e t t e f r o m where he r e t i r e d in 1975.

He marr ied t h e fo rmer Marion Sherman a t Elmira He igh ts , N Y, on Aug. 13 , 1938, and they had
two c h i l d r e n , C a r o l y n (Robert) P a y t o no f I r v i n g t o n , NY; and t h e l a t e James C . Campbel l who
passed away A p r i l 12 , 1986; a l so3 grandch i l d ren , James, R o b e r t , and Andrew P a t o n .

M i l bu rn was v e r y a c t i v e in community a f f a i r s a n d , in add i t ion to be ing a member of E x l e y
Methodist Church f o r o v e r 50 y e a r s , was P a s t Commander of Mar t i n Jennings American Legion P o s t
o f Wi lson; P a s t M a s t e r o f O n t a r i o Lodge #376 of Wi lson; Exempt Fireman of Wilson V o l . F i r e Co .
# 1 ; and f o r m e r t r u s t e e and c h a r t e r - l i f e member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

S g t . Rober t D r u r y o f t h e D r u g Ta s k F o r c e , Niagara C o u n t y S h e r r i f Depar tment , w i l l be gues t
speaker a t t h e February i 9 t h meet ing a t t h e museum, 7:30PM. The p u b l i c i s we lcome. He w i l l
address t h e d r u g problem in t h e v i l l a g e and town of W i l s o n , and w i l l a l s o exp la i n what services
a r e ava i l ab l e f r o m t h e S h e r r i f ' s Depar tmen t .

Accord ing to Emma S c h r a d e r , C h r m . , Donna F r i t t o n and M a r g a r e t F r i t t o n w i l l be re f reshment
hostesses f o r t h e evening.

* * * * * * od * * *
CALENDAR:

Feb . l s t : P lann ing Board Meeting; Museum-Library; 7 :30 PM.
Feb. 14 th : Board of D i r ec to r Meeting; Museum-Pat terson Room; 7:30 PM.
Feb. 1 9 t h : P rog ram Meet ing; Museum-Pat terson Room; 7:30 PM.

* * * * * * *k * * *
BUDGET FIGURES NEEDED:

C a r o l e Schnoor, t r e a s . , has requested t h a t a l l committee chairmen submit t h e i r proposed
budgets f o r May I s t , 1990 to May l s t , 1991 to h e r p r i o r to March I s t , so t h a t she can submit
them to the Board of Directors f o r act ion at t he March 1 4 t h meeting of the Board.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

Wewelcome ou r l a t e s t new members i n t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, D r . and M r s . Rodney
Pease of E a s t Grand Rapids, Michigan, a l s o Robert and Mary Savingny, Maple R d . , Wilson.* * * * * ** * * *
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

A motion was approved to es tab l i sh a deposit f e e o f $25 and $50 f o r items loaned ou t by t h e
museum. A l l items must be re turned wi th in two days of event f o r which they are borrowed--a lso
borrower must s i g n an agreement to accept l i a b i l i t y f o r any damage.

John Mye rs , P u b l i c i t y C h r m . , repor ted on s e v e r a l suggestions submitted by h i s committee
i n c l u d i n g a Junior F a i r o r week-end fl e a m a r k e t ; Wilson Community Ca lendar ; Band C o n c e r t and
I c e Cream S o c i a l ; Spec ia l week-end e x h i b i t s o f i tems such a s Doll Houses ; A r t Work & P a i n t i n g s ;
and Ant ique C a r s . O ther suggest ions a r e i n v i t e d f r o m t h e members.

L o i s Jennings r e p o r t i n g f o r t h e Memorial and Acquis i t ions Comm. suggested t h a t p re -p r i n ted
cards and fo rms would make t h e i r work much e a s i e r. She a l s o repor ted t h a t in 1989, t h e r e
were a t o t a l of 31 Memorial g i f t s t o t a l i n g $750.00; and 394 items acquired f r o m 90 donors .

The Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y has requested t h a t a l i s t of t h e museum's books and o t h e r m a t e r i a l s
b e made a v a i l a b l e t o them f o r p u b l i c r e f e r e n c e .

C a r o l e S c h n o o r, T r e a s . , r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e s o c i e t y ' s income f r o m D e c . 1 3 t h t o J a n . 1 0 t h , was
$282.83, and expenseswere $1,140.50.

F rom May 1, 1989 to J a n . 1 0 , 1990, t h e s o c i e t y ' s income was $16,148.76 and expenses f o r t h e
same p e r i o d was $14,457.71 * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

H a z e l Benzino: Wor ld War II Rat ion Books enclosed in Lea the r F o l d e r .
Ransomville F r e e L i b ra r y : Two Show C a s e s .* * * * * * * * * *

THE 4 9 t h INFANTRY:
The 4 9 t h New Yo r k V o l . I n f a n t r y was another reg iment o f t h e C i v i l War i n which men f r o m

Wi lson s e r v e d .
It was organized in B u f f a l o , and Of i t s complement of 10 companies, one was r e c r u i t e d in

Niagara C o u n t y.
The regiment came under fi r e f o r t h e l s t t ime a t a ski rmish i n L e w i n s v i l l e , and i n 1862

p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e Peninsula Campaign under G e n . M c C l e l l a n . I t was i n a l l b a t t l e s o f t h e Army
of t h e Potomac f r o m 1862 through 1863, b u t it w a s n ' t u n t i l 1864 t h a t t h e regiment began to
s u f f e r severe l o s s e s .

It was determined at t h e end of t h e war t h a t t h e 4 9 t h l o s t 521 men f r o m a t o t a l of 1312
e n l i s t e e s .

Men who served in t h e 4 9 t h f r o m Wilson were Michael Hutchinson; Samuel Johnson; E l i a s
P e r r y ; E g b e r t P e r r y ; A l b e r t Smi th ; Rober t Ta y l o r ; and Rufus Waite.* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: L e a r n to l a u g h at y o u r s e l f . You ' l l have a l i f e l o n g source of amusement.* * * *« x * * * * *
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(Coleman Press)

THE WILSON COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE:
Having received s e v e r a l i n q u i r i e s f r o m members regard ing t h e o l d Wilson C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e ,

t h i s m igh t be a good t ime to rev iew i t s h i s t o r y f o r everyone.
The I n s t i t u t e was , i n f a c t , q u i t e famous th roughou t t h e a rea f r o m 1846 to 1869, and was

es tab l i shed on J a n u a r y 25 , 1845 when l o c a l c i t i z e n s p ledged money and l a b o r to b u i l d a two
s t o r y s t r u c t u r e o n t h e s i t e o f t h e p resen t Wilson Town H a l l .

Accord ing to an o l d document w r i t t e n in 1845, L u t h e r Wi lson proposed to h i s n e i g h b o r, Simon
S h e l d o n , " Yo u f u r n i s h t h e l a n d and I ' l l f u r n i s h some money; o t h e r s w i l l c o n t r i b u t e and w e ' l l
have an academy o f o u r own f o r t h e b e n e fi t o f o u r c h i l d r e n and upbu i l d ing t h e t o w n . "

M r . Sheldon was a n o l d b a c h e l o r , b u t h e drew u p a s u b s c r i p t i o n and subscribed l i b e r a l l y
besides d o n a t i n g one h a l f a c r e o f l a n d . The paper was speed i ly fi l l e d b y i n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n s ,
and an amount was r a i s e d which was adequate to b u i l d a t w o - s t o r y cobblestone s c h o o l .

O t h e r s who signed t h e document were: Lu the r W i l s o n , Stephen Wi l son , Nathaniel D a v i s , C p t .
Morgan J o h n s o n , George P r a t t , A l f r e d K n o w l e s , O t i s To w e r , David To w e r , Enos Hambl in , Wi l l iam
Hambl in , John To w e r , Alexander M i n e r , Nathan A s h f o r d , F. Dwight and s o n , W i l l i a m Scarborough,
S y l v e s t o r H o s m e r , Thomas F a r l e y , W i l l i a m G r o u t , Simon C a s e , Vo l n e y F a r l e y , Benjamin S h e l d o n ,
L . V. B a r t o n , Joseph T u n n i c l i f f , Daniel B e n n e t t , Abram P e t t i t , J . S . Hamblin, Henry McChesney,
Ransom T u n n i c l i f f , Hiram B . Ta b o r , Andrew B r o w n , and Jeremiah Leland.

The Academy was incorporated as t h e Wilson Co l l eg ia te I n s t i t u t e on February 19 , 1846, and
the fi r s t school term was h e l d in t h e f a l l o f 1845.

The b u i l d i n g was f o r t y by s i x t y f e e t with.classrooms and l i b r a r y on the fi r s t fl o o r . An
auditorium was on the second fl o o r .

There were 333 volumes i n t h e l i b r a r y o n l i t e r a t u r e , h i s t o r y , and phi losophy, and a few
books d e a l t w i t h t h e sciences and a g r i c u l t u r c .

The Academy's main source of support came f r o m t u i t i o n and some s t a t e a i d . A sample of t h e
t u i t i o n fees paid by students were: Engl ish and Phi losophy, $4.00; Languages, $8.00; Music
w i t h use o f one i n s t r u m e n t , $10.00; and P a i n t i n g and Drawing, $2.50 per te rm.

The schoo l year was d i v i ded i n t o 3 terms o f 15 weeks each , and t h e average s tuden t t o o k 3
o r 4 c o u r s e s each te rm . Ma le and f e m a l e s tuden ts rece ived t h e same i n s t r u c t i o n , and s c h o o l
d i s c i p l i n e was v e r y s t r i c t .

P r o p e r manners and m o r a l s had to be displayed by s t u d e n t s b o t h i n s i d e and ou t s i de t h e c l a s s ‑
room, and a l l were requi red to be in t h e i r rooms by 7 :30 each evening. Students cou ld n o t
a t t e n d p a r t i e s w i t h o u t w r i t t e n consen t f r o m paren ts , and a l l p u p i l s had to a t t e n d church.

Pub l i c examinations were h e l d at t h e end of t h e s c h o o l y e a r , some wri t ten--some o r a l , and
s t u d e n t s had to know t h e i r s u b j e c t m a t t e r w e l l to pass . R e g e n t exams were in t roduced in 1868.

The Wilson C o l l e g a i t e I n s t i t u t e was one o f 9 0 s c h o o l s i n New Yo r k S t a t e t o h o l d c l a s s e s f o r
Teachers ' T r a i n i n g , and to be e l i g i b l e , g i r l s had to be 16 and boys 18 years o f age . Tu i t i o n
was f r e e , b u t t h e s c h o o l received $10.00 p e r p u p i l f r o m t h e s t a t e to cover expenses.

S ince many s tuden ts l i v e d t o o f a r f r o m Wilson to commute each d a y, t h e y roomed or boarded
w i t h f a m i l i e s i n t h e v i l l a g e . A good room r e n t e d f o r 5 0 t o 7 5 cen ts a w e e k , and board and room
r a n be tween $1.75 and $2.25 a week.

" B a s k e t Board ing" was a l s o p o p u l a r w i t h s t u d e n t s who went home on weekends. When t h e y r e ‑
t u rned t h e f o l l o w i n g w e e k , t hey would b r i n g enough food w i t h them t o l a s t t o t h e n e x t weekend.

I t was a l l bus iness a t t h e I n s t i t u t e a n d , excep t f o r t w o s o c i e t i e s , "Alpha P h i " , and "Kappa
P h i " , f e w e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s were a l l owed .

The two soc ie t ies met b i -mon th l y f o r r h e t o r i c a l improvement under f a c u l t y superv is ion, and
t h e i r m o t t o was , "The pen i s t h e l e v e r t h a t moves t h e w o r l d . "

The fi r s t P r i n c i p a l a t t h e I n s t i t u t e was Benjamin W i l c o x , J r . , and h i s s a l a r y was $700 p e r
y e a r . The a s s i s t a n t P r i n c i p a l was David Davis who a l s o t a u g h t and r e c e i v e d a s a l a r y o f $350
a y e a r. Two young women t e a c h e r s , M iss E l i zabe th M e r r i t t and Miss Adele in N icho l son , each
received $180 p e r y e a r .

In 1869, because of inadequate r e c e i p t s , t h e I n s t i t u t e merged w i t h t h e Wilson Union S c h o o l
D i s t r i c t # 1 , and p r o p e r t y h e l d b y t h e I n s t i t u t e was deeded o v e r b y t h e t r u s t e e s t o t h e Union
Schoo l D i s t r i c t Board of Education.* * * * * * * * * *

APRIL PROGRAM:
A T V show e n t i t l e d , "Cabin C o u n t r y " w i l l b e presented a t t h e A p r i l 16 th meet ing, 7 :30 P M

at t h e museum. A r e t i r e d m i n i s t e r t a l k s abou t t h e many changes he experienced du r i ng h i s
l i f e t i m e in t h e Adirondack Mountains. The fi l m was acquired by Dan K ing , t r u s t e c .

Refreshment hos tesses f o r t h e evening w i l l be L o i s Barnum and Mary McCoy.* * x * * * * * * *



LIBRARY CONTRIBUTIONS CONTINUING: .
Peg F r i t t o n , P r e s . o f t h e Wilson F r e e L i r a r y B o a r d , r e p o r t s t h a t cont r ibut ions to t h e reno ‑

va t i on f u n d a r e s t i l l coming in f r o m many p a r t s o f t h e coun t ry p rov ing t h a t even though many
persons M a y move to o t h e r a r e a s , l o v e f o r t h e l i t t l e lake-shore community remains in t h e i r
hea r t s f o r e v e r .

M r s . L u c i l e Campbel l K i r c h h o f f , f o r instance, s e n t a check f r o m San fo rd , F l o r i d a , and e n ‑
Closed a n o t e r e c a l l i n g how s h e , a s a l i t t l e g i r l , used t o g o t o t h e l i b r a r y and g e t books
f o r h e r g r a n d m o t h e r H a t c h .

Ashley G a l e , J r . , o f C h a r l o t t e , N . C . , who has been away f r o m Wilson since 1952, a l s o made
a cont r ibu t ion in memory o f h i s f a t h e r who, f o r many y e a r s , was President o f t h e L ibrary Board.
I f Ashley G a l e Senior was a l i v e today he would be 102 y e a r s o l d .

M r s . F r i t t o n s a i d , " I t is t h e generosi ty of those w i t h warm memories of Wilson who send in
donations f r o m a l l o v e r c o u n t r y, and t h i s g i v e s t h e p r e s e n t Board of Trus tees confidence t h a t
a renova ted and expanded l i b r a r y w i l l become a r e a l i t y . "

* * * * * * * * * *
KITCHEN UTENSILS NEEDED:

Maxine J o n e s , Chrm. of t h e Food Committee f o r t h i s y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r , has submitted
a l i s t o f k i tchen u t e n s i l s which w i l l b e needed o n F a i r D a y.

The soc ie ty should have i t s own s e r v i n g equipment, a n d many of t h e f o l l o w i n g u t e n s i l s might
poss ib l y be donated by o u r members i f t hey knew what was needed. I f you can p r o v i d e any o f
t h e f o l l o w i n g , ( i n good cond i t i on ) p l e a s e n o t i f y e i t h e r Maxine Jones , (751-6678); Eleanor
M y e r s , (751-6053); or N e t t i e Stimson, (751-6296).

Lad les f o r se rv ing c h i l i ( 2 ) ; Cooking spoons f o r c h i l i ( 2 ) ; P ie and cake servers ( 2 ) ;
P i e knives f o r c u t t i n g p i e s ( 2 ) ; S e r r a t e d K n i f e f o r a n g e l f o o d cake ( 1 ) ; No . 7 Serv ing spoons
f o r s a l a d ( 1 5 ) ; 12 inch tongs f o r se rv ing l e t t u c e ( 2 ) ; No . 103 Tapcoe-64 o z . M e t a l Water
P i t cher ( 1 ) ; Two s e t s H o t Pad M i t t s ( o v e r w r i s t ) ; P i e Marker ( 1 ) ; a l s o 2 l a r g e Stain less
S t e e l o r Aluminum Bowls f o r l e t t u c e and r o l l s . Yo u r h e l p wou ld be apprec ia ted .

* *k * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Franc is Ta t e , 8 7 , an Honorary member of t h e s o c i e t y, d ied January 10 , 1990, at t h e M t . View
H e a l t h F a c i l i t y i n Lockpo r t , NY.

He became a resident of Wilson in 1938, and was a fo rmer owner of t h e Wilson House Restaur ‑
a n t ; t h e Wilson Theater; and theaters at H i l t o n and Phelps . He was a l s o a member of Our Lady
of t h e Rosary R.C. Church and the Wilson Lions Club. In recent years he ran a piano-tuning
business at Newfane and, as a contribution to t h e soc ie ty, k e p t the pianos tuned at the Museum.

He is survived by h i s w i f e , Lena; a daughter, L inda , a l s o two brothers. Bur ia l was at
Greenwood Cemetery, Wilson, w i th Father Pau l Burkard o f fi c i a t i n g .

* * * * e, * * * * *
VISITORS WELCOME:

The Wilson Museum w i l l re-open on Sunday a f t e rnoon , A p r i l l s t , a t 2:00PM. Sarah B e r r y,
Hostess Chrm., has submitted the fo l low ing - l i s t ef volunteers to g r e e t you A p r i l l s t , Don and
Wanda Burrows; A p r i l 8 t h , W i l l i e and Bea Rockwood; A p r i l 15, (Closed); A p r i l 22nd, Kevin
and K e l l y King; and A p r i l 29 th , Helen Stevens and Dorothea Marks. The Barnum and Argue B ldgs .
a r e scheduled to be open dur ing June, J u l y , and August.

* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Ger t rude and Edward Marks have donated an 1890 Buggy t h a t was previously owned by Thomas
Alexander Marks and h i s s o n , Thomas Marks. Thomas Alexander resided in F o n t h i l l , Canada.

M i l t o n C l a r k : M e t a l l i c R u l e r cased i n a p r o t e c t i v e t u b e a d v e r t i s i n g " Z a b e l ' s Food Produc ts ,
I n c . , Wi lson, N . Y. "

Jean Argue: A number o f p h o t o s t a k e n o f Wilson Histor ical Society ac t i v i t i e s .
Elizabeth Hausman: One 1940 Western E l e c t r i c Telephone (4 numbers); a l s o One Miniature

Fi rep lace- -souven i r o f Wilson.
* * * * * * * * * *

BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Bu i l d i ng , and w o r k on t h e 1957 Cad i l l ac Convertable has been c o m p l e t e d .
Motion a p p r o v e d to es tab l i sh a Finance Committee as recommended by t h e Planning Board. The

Directors appo in ted Dan K i n g to head t h e committee which w i l l cons is t of t h e l s t Vice-Pres.,
Treasurer, Chrm. of t h e Plann ing Board; a l s o 2 members appointed by Finance Chrm. i f desired.

Motion a p p r o v e d to a c c e p t recommendations of P o l i c y Comm. chaired by L o i s Jennings. Society
g r o u n d s use t o b e c u r t a i l e d a t sundown; p i c k n i c k e r s must use own g r i l l s a t s a f e distance f rom
b u i l d i n g s ; use of coffee-makers to be p e r m i t t e d ins ide b u i l d i n g s .

Motion a p p r o v e d to accep t loan-receipt format designed by Dan King.
L o i s Jennings s a i d t h a t she w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e i t i f a l l members and t h e i r f r i ends s i g n q u e s t

r e g i s t e r when v i s i t i n g museum any t ime o t h e r t han o n r e g u l a r v i s i t i n g hours.
* * * * * * * * * *

YOUR DUES ARE IMPORTANT:
Back around 1975, w e budgeted $400 a y e a r t o p u b l i s h a n d m a i l t h e n e w s l e t t e r . Th is yea r i t

is necessary to budget $1200. N o t o n l y has o u r membership grown f rom from around 60 to 750
members, a l l c o s t s have increased--especially those p a i d to Unc le Sam's Postof fi c e .

S o , y o u r dues are important--especially if y o u wish to continue g e t t i n g t h e News le t te r, a n d ,
we hope you do . A membership f o r m is attached to t h e end of t h i s newsletter-‐-we hope you
w i l l r e t u r n i t p r o m p t l y .

* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

C lose t s a r e p l a c e s where you hang th ings a f t e r you r u n ou t o f door knobs.



WHEN THE CIRCUS CAME TO TOWN: :
I n t h e m i d 1920's, a few l i t t l e c i r c u s e s used t o t o u r t h e count ry and make stops a t some

‘ o f t h e smal le r v i l l a g e s l i k e W i l s o n . There was always a l o t of exci tement when a c i r c u s t r a i n
p u l l e d i n t o a town, and it was f u n to watch as wagons, animals, and equipment were unloaded
f rom t h e fl a t cars . The c i r c u s t roupe would u s u a l l y parade th rough town be fo re a per formance,
and no boy or g i r l who eve r saw one, could e v e r f o r g e t t h e t h r i l l of a r e a l l i v e c i r c u s parade.

A l a r g e band wagon w i t h n o i s y b r a s s band u s u a l l y l e d t h e process ion fo l lowed by c o l o r f u l l y
costumed trapeze a r t i s t s , clowns, and o t h e r pe r fo rmers who would sm i l e and wave as they walked
b y . They would b e fo l lowed b y horse drawn wagons c o n t a i n i n g w i l d caged animals, and a row o f
e lephants would p l o d a long behind w i t h each h o l d i n g t h e t a i l o f the preceeding elephant in
h i s t r u n k . The raucous wheezing sound of t h e steam c a l i o p e would o f t e n s i g n a l t h e end of the
parade .

Les te r C la rk o f Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a , r e c a l l e d t h a t when t h e c i r c u s came t o Wilson t h e y
used to p i t c h t h e i r t e n t on the o l d baseba l l diamond on t h e west s ide o f Lake S t r e e t . The
grounds were a lmost behind the C la rk home, and he remembered how the elephants and other
tamer animals came to the w e l l behind h i s pa ren t ' s house to d r i n k from i t . The w e l l was
shal low and water was brough t to t h e surface w i t h a cha in wheel d r i v e . Ambitious boys or
g i r l s could sometimes earn f r e e passes to t h e show by c a r r y i n g water or p i t c h i n g hay f o r the
elephants.

Laura Clark cou ldn ' t remember too much about t h e c i r c u s because she s a i d whenever i t came
to town she always seemed to be s i c k . She d i d r e c a l l , however, how mad her f a t h e r g o t one
t ime when an elephant broke loose and drank a l l the water f rom t h e i r w e l l . Then, to make
matters worse, the u n g r a t e f u l pachyderm p u l l e d u p a l l t h e peanuts t h a t h e r Dad had p lan ted
in t h e i r ga rden .

Weasked O l l i e Clark if he knew t h e name of t h e c i r c u s t h a t set up in Wilson, and he
sa id t h a t he be l i eved i t was c a l l e d t h e P h i l o Soto C i r c u s .

e 4 & & & H w H &
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Donald J. Munch of I r v i n g , NY, has become t h e 89th person to j o i n the L i f e Membership
Class o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. H e i s t h e son o f t h e l a t e Ernest and Eve l yn Bardol
Munch, and was del ivered by D r . John Burns, August 27, 1 9 3 , at the Townline Road home of
Evelyn B i c k f o r d .

Don attended t h e o l d D i s t r i c t 7 schoolhouse on Chestnut Road, then t a u g h t by Dorothy
Swick Hals tead, and l a t e r went to W i l s o n when t h e d i s t r i c t j o i n e d the Centra l School system.
One of the persons he remembers as hav ing made a g r e a t impression onhim and h i s f r iends was
t h e i r f r i e n d l y bus d r i v e r , Lee Ward.

He was interested in S c o u t i n g and was a char ter member of East Wilson B. 5S. Troop #1
where he became Junior Assistant Scoutmaster.and was able to e x h i b i t h i s n a t u r a l t a l e n t f o r
leadersh ip . A f t e r graduat ion from Wilson Centflal School in 1952 he worked a short t ime a t
Harrison Radiator and Simon Saw & Stee l before s e r v i n g two years w i t h the U. S. Army.

At age 21, Don was accepted in the New York S t a t e Troopers where he served f o r 25 years
at va r ious Posts thru out Western New York . At the t ime of h i s retirement he was Senior
I n v e s t i g a t o r i n charge o f the Bureau o f Criminal I n v e s t i g a t i o n i n Chautauqua County. H e i s
present ly employed in the s e c u r i t y department of Niagara Mohawk.

Don met and married Retha Bates of South Plymouth, NY, and they have fou r sons--all of
whom r e s i d e near them o n Lake Shore Road a t I r v i n g .

* %* + + % + + €

FOURTH GRADERS VISIT MUSEUM:
Karen Welcn, Cindy U d e r i t z , and 2 h p u p i l s f rom M r s . Welch's l t h grade c l a s s a t Thomas

Marks School, v i s i t e d the museum r e c e n t l y where they were g ree ted b y M i l l i e and Don Croop .
The students have been s tudy ing t h e l o c a l h i s t o r y of t h e i r town, and t h e i r v i s i t gave them an
o p p o r t u n i t y t o see some o f t h e a r t i f a c t s and memorabilia t h a t e x i s t e d i n the days o f t h e i r
grandparents.

The c lass was espec ia l l y observant and t h e youngsters asked many questions as they looked
a t t h e i t e m s o n d i s p l a y. Thank you notes were l a t e r sent t o t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y i n c l u d i n g
one f rom Mrs . Welch who made the f o l l o w i n g obse rva t i on ;

"The c lass needs to see and h e a r more t h a n j u s t one vo i ce teaching them about our r i c h
heritage here i n Wilson. A special thank you t o a l l t h e people i n t h e h i s t o r i c a l society
t h a t care enough about t h e pas t and present to contr ibute t h e i r t ime and energy. Reuben W i l ‑
son may have: gotten Wilson o f f to a good beg inn ing , b u t i t i s a l l o f you t h a t keep i t “ a l i v e . "

x « & & & H H KF KH OF

RECENT ACQU ( S I T I O N S :
M r. and fi r s . Charles R i g n a l l o f Sher idan, NY, have donated 11 cut c r y s t a l water g l a s s e s ;

one pressed g l a s s vase; cut g l a s s bowl; and cop ies o f Buf fa lo D lus t ra ted Express published
4/1/1894 and 5/25/1902.

Lawrence Moss of B u f f a l o : S t r e e t S i g n , “Welcome to Wilson", found on t h e K.C. B u i l d i n g
i n down town B u f f a l o i n 1986.

_Deanna L e g g e t t , Ransomville: 1907 Sunday School C e r t i fi c a t e ; Chi ld 's t e a set ; t i n y teddy
b e a r ; c h i l - j ' s smal l basket ; and embroidered lambswood hang ing .

John G o o i r i c h , F l o r i d a : Four l a r g e s p e c i a l wrenches; t e n smal ler wrenches; One p a i r p l i e r s ,
a l l f o r 1930 A l l i s Chalmer's Tr a c t o r ; a l s o , 1930 Hardee Spray Gun.

Helen Borngraeber: Box of Photographs.
Haro ld A r g u e , Lockpor t : 1969 Volkswagon Van (Bus)--in good condi t ion .
M r s . E l l a g e n e Hayes: Old But ton Hook 4 P p
Henry Per L o c k p o r t : Family Tree o f Henry J . re r r y.
Fay campbelit Photovratl of Campbell f a m i l y t a k e n d u r i n g the Wilson Centennial in 1958.

x 4 * * & & H KR HR OF

MEMBER IN NEWS:
Congratulations to Walter Moxham, L i f e Member of the Wilson H i s . Soc . , who has been

named Vice-President of t h e Lockpor t Bar Association
x # & * RH HH H
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CENTENAR TIAN:
Bessie C r a w f o r d , an Honorary- lLi fe Member of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, was o n l y 9 months

o l d when Ta k e Ts l a n d P a r k was opened in Wilson in 1889. Ye a r s l a t e r , she and h e r husband ,
Tou C r a w f o r d , spent t h e i r l i v e s t o g e t h e r on Sunse t I s l a n d and c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r 5 0 t h Anniversary
t h e r e i n 1965. L o u d i e d t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r , and Bessie continued t o res ide o n t h e i s l a n d u n t i l
1982, and i s now l i v i n g w i t h h e r d a u g h t e r, C l e o Anne, i n S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F l o r i d a .

Because o f Bess ie , w e a r e a b l e t o e s t a b l i s h t h a t t h e l s t b u r i a l p l o t i n Wilson was o n l o t
#83 on t h e lakeside and e a s t end of S u n s e t I s l a n d . When she l i v e d t h e r e t h e l o t was owned by
W i l l i a m and Marie C r a n d a l l , and i n r e c e n t y e a r s was pu rchased b y P a t Brady o f B o s t o n , Mass.

B e s s i e , once known as t h e u n o f fi c i a l h i s t o r i a n of S u n s e t I s l a n d is now approach ing 102 y r s .
o f age. She gradua ted f r o m Wilson High Schoo l i n 1906, and is p robab ly t h e o n l y one o f t h e
f o l l o w i n g c l a s s members s t i l l l i v i n g : Bess ie DeNeau; M i l d r e d Moody; F l o r e n c e P e t e r s o n ; Mina
S c h u l t z e ; Jennie H a n e r ; S i n n i e L a P o r t ; Edna H o y t ; L l o y d Smith; B ronson Ta y l o r ; and C a r l Ward.* * * * * * * * * *
FESTIVAL OF TOYS:

The town o f R o y a l t o n H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty w i l l sponsor a " F e s t i v a l o f Toys " o n Sunday, May 6 t h
f r o m 1 to 5PM at t h e R o y a l t o n Town H a l l , 5316 R o y a l t o n C e n t e r R d . , M idd lepo r t , N Y. Refreshments
w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e l o c a l 4-H C l u b , and t h e program w i l l b e a s f o l l o w s :

1 to 1 :30 M r . Tony De Corse - "The S t r o l l i n g Troubadour. "
1 :30 to 2:00 Ind ian Puppet Show by Jean Stewar t - -amus ing entertainment f o r c h i l d r e n .
2:00 to 2:30 Tony De Corse
2:30 to 3 :00 Puppet Show-- the E r i e Cana l by Jean S t e w a r t .
3:30 t o 5:00 " C o u n t r y Music" b y t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r F idd le C l u b .
A n a d d i t i o n a l a t t r a c t i o n w i l l b e "C lown" c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s and b a l l o o n s w i t h F r i c and Todd

S u l l i v a n , grandsons o f t h e l a t e B i l l "Rags" Donald.
E x h i b i t o r s a r e welcome. F o r in format ion p l e a s e c o n t a c t Donald J e r g e , (772-2974).* * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE MAILBAG:
Char les Buchner d i d some remin i sc ing a f t e r t h e l a s t n e w s l e t t e r and wro te t h a t d u r i n g t h e

1920's he l i v e d on t h e German Road, and a t tended D i s t r i c t Schoo l #6 a t t h e co rne r o f Wilson‑
Cambria and Wil low Road. The Wi l l ow Road at t h a t t ime was known as t h e C u l v e r Road--probably
named f o r F rank C u l v e r , an indus t r i ous f a r m e r on t h e r o a d .

C h a r l e s was surpr ised to see t h e name B u r t L a fl e r on t h e 1892 l i s t o f s t u d e n t s who a t t e n d e d
D i s t r i c t S c h o o l # 4 a t E a s t Wilson. H e r e c a l l e dt h a t h e c o u l d s t i l l . " s e e " t h e s i g n above t h e i r
dry goods s t o r e at North Ridge---"B. N. L a f fl e r & S o n . "

He noted t h a t B u r t attended the s t o r e whi le Huey was on t h e road w i t h t h e i r Mobile S t o r e ,
and s h o r t l y a f t e r fi v e o ' c l o c k on Tuesdays, "We'd hear Huey ' s b e l l c l a n g as he approached
Herb S e e l o f f ' s and C l a y t o n Phipp 's homes. We pre - teens enjoyed accompanying o u r mother to g e t
g rocer ies since Huey would a lways hand each qgne o f us a s t i c k o f penny candy. "

M r. Buchner a l s o reca l l ed some in te res t i ng h i s t o r y about one o f h i s former schoo l teachers
at Wilson High School .

Agnes S t y l e s o f Lockpor t attended Harvard Un i ve rs i t y i n t h e 1 9 2 0 ' s , and re tu rned to t h i s
area w i t h a Maste rs in Education. She m e t , m a r r i e d , and l a t e r divorced Warren H u l l of G a s p o r t ,
who l a t e r became a movie s t a r in Hollywood.

She became a teacher a t Wilson where she taugh t 3rd and 4 t h year Eng l i sh , and Charles noted
t h a t he considered h i m s e l f f o r t u n a t e to be in h e r c l a s s f o r two y e a r s .

"She was v e r y capab le i n h e r p r o f e s s i o n " , and h e r e c a l l e d t h a t "Dur ing f o u r semesters she
was n e v e r h e a r d t o r a i s e h e r v o i c e , and would a lways h a n d l e d i s t r a c t i n g s t u d e n t s b y saying,
" P l e a s e g o r i g h t ahead, w e ' l l w a i t . "

M r . Buchner graduated in 1933, and corresponded w i t h h i s f o r m e r teacher u n t i l he r e t u r n e d
f r o m F r a n c e a f t e r Wor ld War I T .

i * * * * * * * * * *

Bea Mensch o f Lockpo r t t h i nks humor i s t h e b e s t med i c i ne , and wants ev r yone to remember t h a t
" O l d f o l k s a r e w o r t h a f o r t u n e , w i t h S i l v e r i n t h e i r h a i r ; G o l d i n t h e i r t e e t h ; S t o n e s i n t h e i r
k idneys; Lead in t h e i r f e e t ; and Gas in t h e i r s tomachs. "* * * * * * * * * *
APRIL REMINDERS:

Board of D i rec to rs shou ld rev iew a l l 1990-91 Board appointments at t h e A p r i l meet ing. The
Nominating Comm. shou ld s e l e c t chairmen of s tand ing committees to presen t at t h e May meeting.
O f fi c e r s and Comm. Chrm. w i l l b e vo ted o n a t t h e a n n u a l meeting i n J u n e .* * * * * * * * * *
P e w e e e e e e e e e e e m e n t e e a sv e c e s e e s e n e s De tach and R e t u r n . . . . . . .eee cece e ecee eee creeee te enees

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME... e e e ee c c c cc cc e e e e w e e e e e e e e e e e Pore e r e r e r e e r c r e e r e c e c c e s PHONE... ee c e e e e e e e e e e e

FND)B58DhSoc c c
C I T Y, STATE, ZIP... c c e e c t w w e e e e e e e e t e e c e e e e c t e e n e c t s e e s e e t e e n e e c v e c e e c u e

Mar r i ed Coup le $5.00 5 Jun io r Members
S i n g l e $3.00 $ . . . . . . w e s e e s e u e s NAMC. c e c e e e e c e e e e e e e e e c e c e A g e . .

Jun io r (under 18) $1.00 § eee e i c i c i e t e e r e t s .sss 6 Name... c c c e e e e e e c e c e e e e A g e . . .

L I F E MEMBER (Each) $100.00 $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NAM@.. 2 . c e c e e e e e e e e e c e s A g e . . .

H o n o r a r y ( 8 5 & Over) FREE = w e e w e e e e e e e e e e e NQMC. o c c e e w e e e e t e s s e s u e v e s e s A g e . . .

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED Picts cS e w w w s e e s os

Make a l l checks payab le to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY: R e t u r n to

DONALD W. CROOP, 4559 Chestnut Road, Wi lson, NY 14172
C e | loc e c e c e c e c e e e e e e e c e c e e e e c e c e c e n c e t e e e t s e s e c a v e v e e e n n c e c e
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DAYS OF THE 'GRAND OL' OPRY":
Some of t h e o l d e r generation may r e c a l l those days of t h e i r you th when many commun i‑

t i e s , b o t h l a r g e and s m a l l , had t h e i r spec ia l entertainment c e n t r e - - g e n e r a l l y known a s t h e
Opera House. Wilson was no exception.

In t h e l a t e 1 8 9 0 ' s , Wi l l i am A l b r i g h t purchased t h e f o r m e r Methodist "Wes ley C h a p e l " , (which
had been moved to a l o t n o r t h of t h e present church) and s t a r t e d up a f a r m implement business.

A f e w years l a t e r , h e decided t o remodel t h e second fl o o r , and t h a t was when t h e A l b r i g h t
Opera House was b o r n .

The o n l y t h i n g l e f t to ind ica te t h e b u i l d i n g had been a f o r m e r c h u r c h , was t h e l a r g e f r o n t
decorative window which had been l e f t i n t a c t .

An outs ide s ta i rway was b u i l t a l o n g t h e n o r t h s i de of t h e b u i l d i n g to an entranceway on t h e
second fl o o r , and as you entered t h e thea te r t h e fi r s t t h i n g you saw was a t i c k e t window where
a n usher would g r e e t you and t a k e y o u t o your s e a t s .

There was a ba lcony across t h e west end o f t h e room which r a n p a r a l l e l t o Lake S t r e e t , and
l a r g e kerosene lamps hung from t h e c e i l i n g f o r illumination.

The s tage was located a t t h e eas t end o f the b u i l d i n g with wings pro jec t ing f rom e i ther side.
On one wing was a l a r g e advertisement f o r Cuddeback & Cooper, l o c a l unde r take rs , and on the
opposite wing a piano and bench p l u s an advertisement f o r R i s i n g & Son, l o c a l p ropr ie to rs of
a f u r n i t u r e s t o r e . Severa l curta in drops showed scenes o f Spring and F a l l , and one showed the
main s t r e e t of H o l l e y , NY---hand-painted by an in t i ne ran t " fl o a t e r " in need of cash.

When e l e c t r i c i t y became ava i lab le i n the v i l l a g e , new l i g h t i n g was i n s t a l l e d throughout the
b u i l d i n g , and f o o t l i g h t s were added t o t h e s t a g e .

Dur ing t h e 25 years t h a t performances were h e l d at t h e Opra House , many home-ta lent p l a y s
were sponsored by l o c a l organizations such as the "Delphic C i r c l e " . The S t a r in t h e i r p ro ‑
duct ions was u s u a l l yDessie T u g w e l l , mother o f t h e l a t e r p o l i t i c a l l y famous Rex Tu g w e l l .

Another v e r y p o p u l a r l o c a l t a l e n t show was a tap-dance a c t p u t on by Johnnie and Tommy
C o s t e l l o , sons of a l o c a l ba rbe r who l i v e d at t h e corner of Young and Washington S t r e e t s .

The l a t e Alma F a r r e l d i rec ted most o f t h e home- ta len t shows, b u t t h e main a t t rac t i ons were
t h e shows p u t o n b y t r a v e l i n g c i r c u i t s booked th rough a t h e a t r i c a l agency.

One p l a y , "Unc le Tom's Cabin" a lmos t came to d i sas te r one evening when t h e two G r e a t Danes
t h a t were supposed to rescue L i t t l e Eva f r o m t h e fl o a t i n g i c e , came up miss ing . It was o n l y
30 minutes b e f o r e c u r t a i n t ime w h e n , a f t e r a f r a n t i c s e a r c h , t h e dogs were found down by t h e
Wilson Boathouse.

Haro ld A l b r i g h t r e c a l l e d one t ime when h i s f a t h e r engaged a medicine show t o p e r f o r m , and
he used to watch them make t h e i r "medicine" at Borngraeber 's w e l l . A t t h e t i m e , t h e Borngraebers
l i v e d j u s t sou th of t h e Opera House w i t h o n l y t h e s m a l l G . A . R . H a l l separat ing t h e i r home
f r o m i t . The medicine used i n t h e show was c a l l e d " K a t o n k a " , and was h i g h l y t o u t e d a s a c u r e
f o r a l l a i lmen ts . Haro ld sa id t h e medicine was made by add ing a few herbs to a l o t o f wa te r.

I n t h e 1920's i t beame h a r d e r t o engage t r a v e l i n g shows s o A l b r i g h t decided t o c l o s e t h e
Opera H o u s e . I t seems t h e happiest ones a f f e c t e d by t h i s t u r n of events were t h e A l b r i g h t
"Kids" w h o , u p u n t i l t h e n , had t h e t a s k o f f o l d i n g and s t a c k i n g t h e 200 cha i r s each day s o
t h e fl o o r s c o u l d be swept and cleaned.

The A l b r i g h t Implement Business and Opera House were purchased by A r t h u r Loomis and Clyde
Putnam who operated it f o r t h r e e y e a r s , t hen s o l d i t to F r a n k H o w e l l of Newfane. He operated
a Ford Agency t h e r e u n t i l t h e e a r l y t h i r t i e s when t h e f o r m e r "Wesley Chapel" was c o m p l e t e l y
des t royed by fi r e .

(Note : A more de ta i l ed account o f t h e " A l b r i g h t Opera House" i s ava i l ab le a t t h e Wilson
Museum. P l e a s e a s k f o r Publ ica t ion #10.* * * * * * * * * *
MAY MEETING:

Doro thy M a x fi e l d , a c h a r t e r member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty, w i l l b e t h e gues t
speaker a t t h e May 21st meet ing when she w i l l show and t a l k about h e r i n t e res t i ng co l l ec t i on
of s a l t and pepper shakers.

Ref reshment hostesses f o r t h e evening w i l l be Bess McKelvey and S y l v i a McCuaig.* * * * * * * * * *
MAY HOSTESSES:

Sara B e r r y , Chrm. , has submitted t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t of members who w i l l g r e e t v i s i t o r s at
t h e museum, Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2:00 t o 4:00 PM: May 6 t h , Bob and Ruth Thomas; May 1 3 t h ,
Dan and Judy King; May 2 0 t h , Ray and Pam Groff, and May 27 th , Sara B e r r y and Don Croop.* k* *& & &K & k &k &
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“COME TO THE FAIR" :

The May N e w s l e t t e r s igna ls t h e coming o f t h e Wilson His tor ica l S o c i e t y ' s 1 8 t h a n n u a l Mem‑
o r i a l Day Fa i r which w i l l be h e l d at t h e museum grounds on R t . 425, May 28 th , f r o m 9am. to 5pm.

N e t t i e Stimson and Lo is Barnum, co-chrm. , a r e be ing assisted by t h e f o l l o w i n g area chairmen:
Antique C a r s , Jim P i s e l l o ; B a l l o o n s , Mark and J u l i e Smith; Candy, Lo is Ward; C h i l i , Mary
C l a r k ; Clean-up, Ed Hast ings; C o f f e e & Donu ts , Judy Zauner; Cot ton Candy and I c e Cream,
Jack and Melinda Hutchison; D e a l e r Park ing , Ron Zauner ; D e a l e r R e g i s t r a t i o n , N e t t i e Stimson;
Depot K i tchen, Pam Groff; D r inks , Sara B e r r y ; Entertainment/Announcements,, C l a r k Stimson;
F i s h Pond, Bobbie Hull; Food B u i l d i n g , Maxine Jones; Food Suppl ies, Lo is Barnum and Emma L o u
Reppentine; Funne l Cakes, D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith; H o t Dogs, A r t Schnoor; Lemonade & Popcorn,
Richard and Sue Schu l t z ; Memberships, Chr i s Kelman; Museum E x h i b i t s , L o i s Jennings & Eleanor
Myers; Parking, Dan King; Publ icat ions/Newsletter, Don Croop; P u b l i c i t y, B i l l F r i t t o n ;
Q u i l t , B e t t y Stimson; Shu t t l ebus , Don Bu r rows ; Thank-you n o t e s , He len S tevens ; Treasu re r,
C a r o l e Schnoor, and Ways and Means, Dor i s K l e e s and B e t t y Stimson.

The fi r s t annua l f a i r was h e l d in 1973 to r a i s e funds to renovate and maintain t h e Wilson
Museum, Dur ing t h e p a s t 18 yea rs it has become a community-wide event w i t h many l o c a l o r g a n i ‑
zat ions t a k i n g p a r t . Among these a r e t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y ; Wilson V o l . F i r e C o . #1 ; Wilson
Yo u t h B a s e b a l l League; Music P a r e n t s Associat ion; t h e Niagara County Association f o r r e t a r d e d
Chi ld ren ; Boy Scou t Troop #40; O u r Lady o f t h e Rosary Church Youth Group; t h e Un i ted Methe ‑
d i s t Womens' Group to Benefi t Ch i ld ren ; and t h e Wilson Lions Club .

One o f t h e f a i r ' s main a t t r a c t i o n s w i l l b e t h e “ fl e a m a r k e t " which a t t r a c t s o v e r 200 d e a l e r s ,
who w i l l s e l l a v a r i e t y o f i tems inc lud ing ant iques , c r a f t s , and c o l l e c t i b l e s .

Home-cooked foods w i l l be dispensed again t h i s y e a r by soc ie ty members and w i l l f e a t u r e
C h i l i , P i e s , Baked goods, and Sa lads . A l s o ava i l ab le w i l l be Top-Grade H o t Dogs , Funne l Cakes,
C o t t o n Candy, Home-made Candy, Popco rn , h o t fudge sundaes, F r u i t d r i n k s , C o f f e e and Donuts.

The Yo u t h Basebal l League 's Chicken Bar-B-Q w i l l a l s o be se rv ing again t h i s y e a r s t a r t i n g
at 12:00 Noon.

Another h i g h l i g h t w i l l b e t h e q u i l t d raw ing , and w i l l f e a t u r e a b e a u t i f u l e a r l y 1900
" S t a r Q u i l t " prov ided by B e t t y Stimson. Addi t ional i tems to be awarded w i l l be Two Afghans,
one made by D o r i s Channing of Niagara F a l l s , and t h e o t h e r by P a t r i c i a Stephenson of L o c k p o r t .
O ther p r i z e s w i l l be a hand-embroidered t a b l e c l o t h made by Elma McGrath of L o c k p o r t , a q u i l t e d
ant ique wal l -hang ing fl a g made by Kim Farmero f Ransomvi l le, and a Wilson H i s . Soc. Cookbook.

The o l d 1912 Depot-Museum w i l l be open to v i s i t o r s f r o m 9am to 5pm, and museum displays w i l l
be arranged by Lois Jennings, c u r a t o r , and Eleanor Myers, Chrm. of the Barnum Bui iding.

The soc ie ty 's antique car co l lect ion w i l l f e a t u r e i t s newly refurbished 1959 Cadillac Con‑
v e r t i b l e as w e l l as a var ie t y of antique and class ic ca rs entered by l o c a l ca r enthusiasts.

There w i l l a l s o be spec ia l loom-weaving demonstrations as w e l l as Spinning, Rug-weaving and
Wood-carving displays. c o t e

Entertainment w i l l be provided by the p o p u l a r Bison C i t y Stompers, and at 12 Noon the Ameri‑
can Legion w i l l h o l d a s h o r t Memorial Service by t h e fl a g p o l e . This w i l l be fo l lowed by a
concer t played by the Wilson High School Band.- :

As in p a s t years , t h e society w i l l opera te t h e f a i r w i t h f r e e admission and park ing , and a
f r e e s h u t t l e bus service w i l l be provided to an f r o m t h e v i l l a g e featur ing Pat Kalahan's F i r e
Engine Harbor Shu t t l e Bus.

F i r s t a i d w i l l be avai lable f r o m Wilson V o l . F i r e C o . # 1 , and secu r i t y and s a f e t y on t h e
grounds w i l l be monitored by RACES, (Emergency Radio S e r v i c e . )* * * * * * * * * *
YES, WE COULD USE YOUR HELP:

The a n n u a l Memorial Day F a i r i s t h e soc ie t y ' s one b i g fund - ra i s i ng event o f t h e y e a r , and a
t ime when a l l o u r members can " p i t c h i n " and g i v e t h e Wilson Museum a boos t .

F i r s t and f o r e m o s t , w e need v o l u n t e e r h e l p e r s , s o i f y o u ' r e n o t a l ready s igned u p , p i c k o u t
a s p o t where y o u ' d l i k e t o h e l p - - c o n t a c t t h e chairman, and l e t them know y o u ' r e available.
Many of ou r members work f r o m 6am to 5pm, so if you have t h e pep and energy to do i t , p l e a s e
t r y t o a s s i s t i n more than j u s t one p l a c e . Wer e a l i z e a few o f our members can n o t d o t h i s ,
b u t t h e r e a r e o t h e r ways you can h e l p .

You may b e c a l l e d upon t o make baked goods o r f u r n i s h p i e s - - b u t remember, even though you
may b e " o v e r l o o k e d " , t h e need i s s t i l l t h e r e . I n c i d e n t a l l y, L o i s Barnum r e p o r t s t h a t she has
a hundred p i e t i n s avai lab le at t h e museum. You can save buy ing them by p i c k i n g up what you
need any Sunday a f t e r n o o n f rom 2 t o 4 p m a t t h e museum.

Maxine Jones had a good response f r o m h e r r e q u e s t i n l a s t month's n e w s l e t t e r f o r k i tchen
u t e n s i l s . She s t i l l needs a f e w t h i n g s , s o perhaps: you can h e l p o u t he re . S t i l l needed,
1 p i e m a r k e r , 2 l a d l e s f o r c h i l i , 2 p i e and c a k e s e r v e r s , 2 knives f o r c u t t i n g p i e s , 1 s e r r a t e d
k n i f e , 1 5 s e r v i n g spoons and f o r k s f o r s a l a d s , and 2 l e t t u c e tongs .

And h e r e ' s s t i l l another area where you c o u l d p r o v i d e v i t a l assistance. L o i s Ward, home-made
candy chrm, wou ld be g r a t e f u l f o r cash donations to pu rchase ing red ien t s . She c o u l d a l s o use
p u r e cane suga r, mini-marshmallows, evapo ra ted m i l k , o l e o and w a l n u t s .

L i k e w e sa id b e f o r e , w e c o u l d use y o u r h e l p , and t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s a r e unl imi ted. Even
g e t t i n g y o u r dues pa id u p t o d a t e , o rs e n d i n g back y o u r q u i l t t i c k e t stubs w i l l insure t h a t
you r soc ie t y s tays hea l thy and s t r o n g .

* * * * * * * * * *
APPLE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL:

The Newfane H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y ' s "App le Blossom Fes t i va l " w i l l be h e l d a t t h e i r West Creek Rd.
Museum Grounds o n Sunday, May 2 0 t h , f r o m Noon u n t i l 5PM. I t ' s a n e x c i t i n g e v e n t , and a g r e a t
Place t o spend a sociable a f t e r n o o n , and h e l p t h e Newfane group ra ise funds t o r e s t o r e t h e i r
h i s t o r i c Van Horn Mansion.

* * * * * * * * * *
OCTAGON HOUSE PROMOTION:

The Newstead H i s . Soc . w i l l have a n Ind ian A r t i f a c t s Display a t t h e M a s o n j
Ak ron , N Y, on Sun. May 20th f r o m 1 to 5PM. Donations w i l l heln restore akon Octagon Heese a

* * * * * ** * * *
BON MOT: Flea Markets are f o r p e o p l e who i t c h to find bargains.
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FROM THE MAILBAG:

F rank l i n Campbell o f L i b e r t y v i l l e , I L , r e c e n t l y donated a "Documentary H i s t o r y o f N . Y. S t a t e "
to t h e museum t h a t was published in 1849.

He graduated from Wilson C e n t r a l and w i l l be remembered as t h e student chosen to n a r r a t e
t h e "CSenturama of Progress" p resen ted at Wi lson C e n t r a l Schoo l .
M r . Lee was F r a n k ' s t e a c h e r, and h e worked many hours a f t e r schoo l t o h e l p Frank p o l i s h u p
on h i s presenta t ion .

He n o t e s t h a t "We were blessed in Wilson w i t h many dedicated teachers , and one of my f a v o r ‑
i t e s was Ly d i a S p o r l e d e r. " * * * * * * * * * *

Mary M . C o r n e l l o f Quartz H i l l , CA, w r i t e s t h a t she p l a n s t o r e l o c a t e i n t h e C i t y o f Lock ‑
p o r t sometime a f t e r t h e middle of May.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

W e a r e pleased t o announce t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: John Cowan o f Hamburg, Chester F.
N o r t h c o t t o f B u f f a l o , Barbara P e t t y o f M i d l o t h i a n , VA ; Barbara M i l l e r o f Sebr ing , F L ; A l i c e
Thomas o f L o c k p o r t ; Lawrence R id ley o f P a i a , Mau i , Hawai i ; Mary Webster o f O l c o t t ; M i ld red
Treacy of Maple Heights , OH; Wayne and Marcia R ive rs of Sanborn; Charlene Rohr ing of Ransom‑
v i l l e ; G a r y and Thomasene Gath of Wi lson , and Nancy Tussing of Wilson.

New j u n i o r members include Jessica and J u l i e A i k i n , S a r a h Cather ine Wiepert , and Shawn
Tussing, a l l f r o m Wilson. Sa rah C a t h e r i n e , ( 6 mos.) i s t h e daughter o f C a r l and Cathy Wieper t ,
and c u r r e n t l y t h e youngest member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE:

A membership app l i ca t ion is aga in included at t h e bo t tom of t h i s n e w s l e t t e r , and i f you
h a v e n ' t renewed y o u r membership f o r 1990-91, p l e a s e fi l l it o u t and r e t u r n it p r o m p t l y. News‑
l e t t e r s w i l l n o t be s e n t to del inquent members a f t e r t h e June issue.

Since membership cards a r e sen t o u t w i t h t h e n e w s l e t t e r , anyone wishing t o have t h e i r cards
r e t u r n e d immediately should e n c l o s e a S.A .S .E w i t h y o u r dues payment.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Raymond H . A l l g e i e r , 7 4 , d ied a t R o s w e l l P a r k , B u f f a l o , o n A p r i l 5 , 1990, a f t e r a l o n g i l l ‑
ness . Ray was a r e t i r e d salesman f o r t h e Matthew & F i e l d s Lumber Co. o f Roches te r.

He was a member of Ex ley United Methodist Church; t h e Senior Ci t izen Bowling League; a n d a
L i f e Member o f the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty.

H e i s survived b y h i s w i f e , Lorine Kraus A l l g e i e r ; a b r o t h e r, Edward A l l g e i e r o f Wilson;
and s e v e r a l nieces and nephews.

Services were h e l d at the Hamilton & C l a r k F u n e r a l Chapel, and b u r i a l was in Elmlawn Ceme‑
t e r y , Tonawanda, w i t h the Rev. Donald L . Fo ley o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *

Bernadine Messersmith,79, d ied at Inter-Community Hosp i t a l , Newfane, on A p r i l 16 , 1990. She
was the daughter of Frank and Margur i te O'Nei l D a l y of Manchester, and m g e d to Wilson in 1950.

She graduated f rom the Thompson Memorial School of Nursing at Canandaigua in 1932, and was
a subst i tu te nurse at Wilson C e n t r a l School. She was a l s o a member of Exley United Methodist
Church, Women's Soc ie ty, Fel lowship C l a s s , Senior C i t i z e n ' s Bowling League, and t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty. She helped organ ize t h e Golden Age C l u b i n Wilson.

She is surv ived by h e r husband, C h a r l e s , and 2 daugh te rs , Joy P e r r y o f H e n r i e t t a , and Kim
Crawford of Mar ion; a l s o 2 b r o t h e r s , Edward D a l y of Sanborn, and Doug D a l y of S t . Cather ines.

Memorial Services were h e l d a t E x l e y United Methodist Chu rch , Rev. Don F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
A TIME TO REMEMBER:

Each y e a r we a r e saddened by t h e l o s s of some of o u r members who he lped make t h e Museum
what i t i s today. O n t h i s Memorial Day w e pause t o g r a t e f u l l y remember:

George Linnabery, Wesley Wi l son , Gwen H e i d e n f e l d t , R u s s e l l H u r l b u r t , I d a Ereon; Myra Pease ,
L l o y d Duxbury, Jean K r e s s , M e r t o n E v a n s , Mi lburn Campbe l l , John Bened ic t , Marion H o r t o n , and
M a r g a r e t Wilson. * * * * * * * * * *
MAY CALENDAR: May 1 6 t h , Board of D i r ec to r Meeting, Wilson Museum, 7:30 PM.

May 2 l s t : R e g u l a r Month ly Meeting, Wilson Museum, 7 :30 PM.
May 28 th : WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY "MEMORIAL DAY FAIR". 9 AM to 5PM.

The Planning Board w i l l n o t meet dur ing t h e month of May.
[i c r e e r r e e r rere e r e r e r e e r e ere ee e e r s e e r r e s e r e r e r e sresrereerereeeeeeeenreee

NAME... 2 . 2 0 6 e e T s e ei a e ev e v e e e s e s s e e e c c e e s ads(0)\ )

ADDRESS... c e c e c e c e c e e c e c e r e c e c e c e e e c e e e w e e s e n e s a

C I T Y, STATE, ZIP... c e c e c c c e e c e c e c e n c e c e n e e c e e e e e e e e t e e e e n c e e c e c c e c c u c c e c e c c e c e # 8 96 e s

Married Couple $5.00 Gassceewwnsss ee Junior Members
S i n g l e $3.00 5 NAMG. 2 . c e c e e e e c e e w e e r c c e s A g e . . . . .

Jun iors (under 18) $1.00 $ . c e s s w e w e s e e r e s N a m e . . . . . . . . . . . . o s a s i s i a l s i n s i vs so . + - - - A g e . . . . .

L IFE MEMBER (each) $100.00 $ . . . . . eee s e e c e e e Name. . 2 . . . c e c e e e e e e e e ec e c e c e e A g e . . . . .

Honorary (85 & Over) FREE ¢ s t i n s s e e e c e e n s o e NAM@.. c e e c e c c c c e e e c t c e c e c e a s e A g e . . . . .

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $isscseas sec c e c e e

Make checks payab le t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Society: Retu rn t o
DONALD W. CROOP, 4559.Chestnut Road, Wilson, NY 14172



May 1990 (Pace 4)
NEW LIFE MEMBERS: :

- Charlies A l b e r t H o r t o n and N o r r i s Johnson H o r t o n , have jo ined t h e L i f e Membership C lass
o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

C h a r l e s , t h e son o f A l f r e d Ernest H o r t o n and Marion B a r k e r S t e v e n s o n , was b o r n O c t . 8 , 1919,
at Wilson. He graduated f r o m Wilson H i g h Schoo l in 1937, and completed h i s educat ion at K i n g ' s
C o l l e g e i n TN, and S t . Lawrence U n i v e r s i t y i n N Y. H e spent 3 %years i n t h e U . S . Army, and met
h i s w i f e , N o r r i s , wh i l e b o t h were stat ioned at Camp Crowdee, MO.

They were marr ied i n J u n e , 1946, and t h e i r s o n , Stephen J . H o r t o n , i s c u r r e n t l y t h e A s s ' t .
A t h l e t i c D i r ec to r a t V i r g i n i a Te c h , B l a c k b u r g , VA.

A f t e r t h e w a r , t h e Hor tons l i v e d i n E r i e and Niagara C o u n t i e s , and h e worked f o r t h e Te l e ‑
phone Co. f o r 2 9 y r s . When h e r e t i r e d t o F lo r ida i n 1975, h e had been O f fi c e Manager o f t h e
shone Co. i n L o c k p o r t f o r 1 5 y e a r s .

H i s f a t h e r operated t h e H o r t o n Hardware on Young S t r e e t in Wi lson, and h i s m o t h e r , t h e l a t e
Marion B . H o r t o n , was a l s o a L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty.

Char les is a member of t h e S t . P a u l Uni ted Methodist Church , member of t h e Telephone Pioneers
of America, t h e United S t a t e s Power Squadron, and s e v e r a l Model Boa t C lubs .

N o r r i s , t h e daughter of Rober t Lee and Lena C. Johnson, was b o r n at Winston-Salem, NC, on
September 2 9 , 1919.

She graduated f r o m H i g h S c h o o l in N o r t h Carolina, and j o i ned t h e WACS d u r i n g Wor ld War I I ,
and served h e r c o u n t r y f o r t h r e e y e a r s .

She i s a l s o a member o f t h e S t . P a u l Un i ted Methodis t Church , and o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s inc lude
Boat ing C l u b s and t h e Bay Ranch Chorus.* * * * * * * * % *
BOARD REPORTS:

It was announced t h a t a Memorial check was received by t h e soc ie t y f r o m M r . and M r s . Dennis
C l a r k i n memory o f Roger C l a r k who d ied r e c e n t l y .

A l e t t e r was read f r o m P r i n c i p a l Grocki regard ing t h e s o c i e t y ' s p r a c t i s e o f awarding p r i zes
t o two graduat ing seniors who e x c e l l i n t h e s t u d y o f h i s t o r y. M o t i o n was made and seconded t h a t
t h e presentat ions be made again t h i s y e a r .

C a r o l e Schnoo r, Tr e a s . r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e s o c i e t y ' s income f r o m March 1 5 t h t o A p r i l l l t h was
$5,020.34. Expenses f o r t h e same per i od were $3,964.28.

N e t t i e Stimson, l s t V i c e - P r e s . , reminded t h e Board t h a t some o f t h e Memorial t r e e s were
damaged on t h e grounds, and suggested t h a t t h e y be rep laced .

A form made up by Dan King f o r persons requesting use of the museum grounds and f a c i l i t i e s
was approved.

John Myers, P r e s . , announced t h a t Cha r l o t t e Pease has accepted an appointment to be Chairman
of the F i t t r o Shop Bui ld ing .

He a l s o announced t h a t he appointed Ed A l l g e i e r , *Chrm. of the Nominating Comm., and he w i l l
be assisted by Wa l l y Goodman, Norm MacAsk i l l , Martha MacAsk i l l , and Eleanor Myers.

A motion was approved to renew t h e soc ie ty 's membership in t h e American Association of
S t a t e and L o c a l History.

Net t i e Stimson is represent ing t h e society on the newly formed "Friends of Tuscarora P a r k " .
The l o c a l organizat ion w i l l a c t as an advisory group to t h e N . Y. State Consultants who w i l l
t r y to devise p l a n s f o r the use and development of t h e P a r k .* * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUSITIONS:

S c h i l s En te rp r i ses , I n c . o f Wilson has donated a Au to K n i t t e r Hosiery Co. o f B u f f a l o , "Au to
K n i t t e r " w i t h var ious gadgets and p a r t s ( c a . 1924). I t was used t o make hos ie ry and
l e g s f o r undergarments; a l s o , one M i l k C o o l e r , and Two L a r g e Mahogany Cases.

Sam & Mary McCoy: Newspaper c l i p p i n g dated May 13 , 1973, regarding t h e s a l e of t h e Wilson
Boathouse; a l s o a newspaper p i c t u r e of t h e O l c o t t H o t e l as it looked in 1930; a l s o programs
f o r t h e "Centurama of P r o g r e s s . "

L i n c o l n Smith: One New Yo r k C e n t r a l Rai l road L a n t e r n .
N e t t i e Stimson: Rai lroad Engine Mobile.* % ¥ * * * * * * *

FINAL THOUGHT:
I f we apprec ia te what we h a v e , i t a lways becomes more; i f we b e l i t t l e what we have, i t

a lways becomes l e s s .
R R R KEK KEKE KEKE KREK KEE KEK KEE

SOOUNDINGS: The p e r s o n t h a t h a s eve ry th ing u s u a l l y s i t s n e x t to y o u in t h e d o c t o r ' s o f fi c e .* * * * * * * * * *

LAST RENEWAL NOTICE

THERE WILL BE NO NEWSLETTERS SENT TO DELINQUENT MEMBERS AFTER THE JUNE ISSUE.
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WILSON'S RESORT ERA:
Wi l son ' s protected harbo r and we l l - s tocked wa te rs a t t r a c t many boa t ing and fi s h i n g s p o r t s ‑

men t o d a y, b u t if we t u r n back t h e c l o c k a hundred years we find t h a t Wilson was a l s o a p o p u l a r
r e s o r t area d a t i n g back to t h e 1890's .

I t was a t ime when thousands of vacat ioners came to t h e p e a c e f u l l i t t l e lakeshore community
to enjoy t h e many innovations prov ided at L a k e I s l a n d P a r k and Sunset I s l a n d . The a n n u a l
Farmers P i cn i cs a l o n e drew tremendous crowds each y e a r, and one o l d newspaper c l i p p i n g s t a t e d
t h a t "10 ,000 p e o p i e cou ld be n i c e l y accomodated in t h e p a r k s near t h e v i l l a g e . "

Much o f t h e i s l a n d and p a r k were developed b y " J a k e " M i l l e r , a n e l e c t r i c a l engineer f r o m
P i t t s b u r g , and , because of h i s i ngenu i t y, many improvements such as e l e c t r i c i t y and running
water were made avai lable to i s l a n d res iden ts .

About 1903, "Jake" b u i l t a boathouse,(on t h e s i t e of t h e p resen t Wilson Boathouse) f r o m
where he f e r r i e d passengers back and f o r t h to " M i l l e r ' s Landing" and h i s h o t e l on Sunse t I s l a n d .
H i s fi r s t l a r g e b o a t was a steam operated paddle-wheeler named t h e "Dusquense" (Du-Cane). I t
was sent t o Wilson f rom P i t t s b u r g and was operated w i t h e i t h e r wood o r c o a l f o r f u e l . ( A p i c ‑
t u r e of t h i s unusual boat may be seen in t h e soc ie ty ' s publ icat ion #9, "The S t o r y of Sunset
I s l a n d . " M r. M i l l e r so ld h i s boathouse and rowboats to Timothy Wilson in 1919.

The mainland p a r t of Lake I s l a n d P a r k , l a t e r known as Tuscarora P a r k , was developed by W.N.
H a r r i s , and the beau t i fu l pine grove a l o n g 12.Mile Creek had every a t t rac t ion f o r v i s i t o r s
i nc l ud ing a b a l l p a r k , dance p a v i l i o n , r e s t a u r a n t , water s l i d e , ba th house, and boat ing f a c i l i ‑
t i e s . A n o l d " c l i p p i n g " f rom t h e l a t e Ruth Stedman's scrapbook described Wilsonas " a p l e a s a n t
p l a c e f o r a summer r e s o r t . " The po in t appears t o have been w e l l made a s dur ing t h i s e r a ,
thousands of tou r i s t s crossed the l a k e f r o m Canada to ho ld picnics here.

Three-deck steamers l i k e the "Eurydice" unloaded i t s passengers at t he harbo r p i e r s , while
o the rs l i k e the "Columbus" & "Cambria", w i t h 600 passenger capacity, d id so l ikewise.

Many excursions were booked on t h e o l d Rome, Wa t e r t o w n , and Ogdensburg R . R . , b r i ng ing hun‑
d reds of vacat ioners to Wilson f r o m c i t i e s l i k e New Y o r k , P i t t s b u r g , and B u f f a l o . The i n fl u x
of v i s i t o r s made i t necessary to p rov ide more rooms and soon h o t e l s , board ing houses , and lodges
began t o s p r i n g u p around t h e v i l l a g e .

M r . M i l l e r e r e c t e d t h e l s t h o t e l on t h e i s l a n d , t h e "Vendome", b u t i t burned soon a f t e r and
was rep laced by t h e "Glendora" . I t was t h e n purchased by Wi l l i am Wright o f P i t t s b u r g who r e ‑
named i t t h e " P i t t s b u r g " h o t e l . I t was a p o p u l a r r e s o r t f o r vacat ioners u n t i l 1913 when i t
burned down and never was r e b u i l t .

I n t h e v i l l a g e , a t t h e southwest corner o f Young and L a k e S t r e e t s , t h e t h r e e - s t o r y " S u t h e r ‑
l a n d H o t e l " dominated t h e f o u r - c o r n e r s f r o m 1895 t o 1913. I t was b u i l t b y Benjamin Howe S u t h e r ‑
l a n d on t h e s i t e o f t h e fo rmer "On ta r i o House" which was e rec ted t h e r e by L u t h e r Wilson in 1834.

The "Suther land" was one of Wi lson's fi n e s t h o t e l s w i t h steam h e a t , h o t and c o l d runn ing
water i n every r o o m , and w i t h l a r g e and p l e a s a n t s leeping q u a r t e r s .

The "Tower House" s tood where t h e p resen t S t . P a u l ' s Lutheran Church now stands at t h e c o r ‑
n e r of Young and McChesney s t r e e t s , and it was b u i l t on t h e s i t e of t h e f o r m e r "Americam H o t e l "
which burned down in 1895. The "Tower H o u s e , sometimes r e f e r r e d to as t h e "Town H o t e l " , had a l l
t h e modern conveniences ava i l ab le at t h e t ime . It was opened by Au lden Bowker on June 6, 1896,
and he spared no expense on f u r n i s h i n g and o t h e r accomodations. This p o p u l a r h o t e l , however,
was a l s o consumed by flames on A u g u s t 9, 1908.

The "Hub H o t e l " o n Young S t r e e t was s t a r t e d i n t h e e a r l y 1900's when "Hub" F e r r i n opened u p
a barbershop and b i l l i a r d p a r l o r in t h e f o r m e r Emersonp r o p e r t y . The business expanded and
l a t e r became one of t h e most p o p u l a r e a t i n g establ ishments--main ly because of M r s . F e r r i n ' s
d e l i c i o u s chicken and b i s c u i t d inne rs o n Sundays. When t h e o l d "Hub" bu rned o n J a n . 2 , 1980,
w i t h i t went t h e l a s t f a m i l i a r landmark o f t h e e a r l y r e s o r t p e r i o d o f t h e 1900 's .

The "Hunt ing ton Lodge" on S u n s e t I s l a n d was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a p r i v a t e home, b u t summer
guests l i k e d it so w e l l they k e p t coming b a c k , so it was t u r n e d i n t o a summer l o d g e . Accomo‑
da t ions inc luded l a r g e s leep ing porches , home cooking, a canvass covered open a i r d i n i n g room
w i t h screened in s i d e s , as w e l l as h o t and c o l d r u n n i n g w a t e r. Tennis and croquet c o u r t s were
in t h e surrounding p ine and o a k g r o v e s , and gues ts c o u l d enjoy music and dancing in t h e evening.

O t h e r a t t rac t ions included C . E . Ackerman's h o t e l near t h e p i e r w i t h d i n i n g h a l l , w e l l ‑
stocked b a r , b o a t l i v e r y and bait. A l s o nea rby was F r e d H a n e r ' s b o a t l i v e r y w i t h fi s h i n g t a c k l e
and b a i t ava i l ab l e .

¥ * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS: There is one good t h i n g about l i v i n gin t h e p a s t . I t ' s Cheaper!* * * * * * * * * *
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FAIRLY REMARKABLE: .

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty h a s sponsored ano the r s u c c e s s f u l Memorial Day F a i r , b u t i t
c o u l d n ' t have been done wi thout t h e co-operat ion of o u r members and f r i e n d s , and f o r this’ we
s i n c e r e l y s a y, "Thank Yo u . "

“ I t shou ld b e no ted tha t hundreds o f y o u a p p a r e n t l y be l ieve enough i n what t h e soc ie ty i s
doing to t a k e p a r t and h e l p o u t , and each y e a r , w i t h y o u r i npu t and c r i t i c a l assessment , t h e
f a i r o p e r a t i o n s l o w l y improves. As l o n g as t h i s s p i r i t p r e v a i l s , y o u r h i s t o r i ca l soc iety can
d o n o t h i n g l e s s b u t t o g e t b e t t e r and b e t t e r .

Wel a c k t h e space to thank everyone ind iv idua l l y in t h i s n e w s l e t t e r , b u t we do f e e l t h a t a
s p e c i a l n o t e o f r e c o g n i t i o n shou ld b e g i v e n t o L o i s Barnum and N e t t i e Stimson, co -ch rm. , who
" p u t i t a l l t o g e t h e r " . * * * * * * * * * *
FAIR HIGHLIGHTS:

This y e a r , wec o u l d n ' t h e l p not ice. . . .Ar t Schnoor g e t t i n g t h e p o l e s and awnings in p l a c e . . . . .
Sandy Stimson r a k i n g "Hojack P a r k " a l l b y h e r s e l f . . . . .Ron Zauner g e t t i n g those 200 dealers i n
p l a c e . . . . .F rank Massing s p o r t i n g a new "Grounds Watchman" T-Sh i r t . . . . .how qu ick ly t h e crowd
" a t t a c k e d " ou r f o o d concessions.....how q u i c k l y t h e f u n n e l cakes were dispensed t h i s y e a r . . . . .
how good those t o p q u a l i t y h o t dogs s m e l l e d . . . . .how w e l l a l l t h e f a i r chairmen were o r g a n i z e d . . .

The happy smiles on y o u n g s t e r s ' f a c e s when t h e y g o t t h e i r f r e e ba l loons. . . . . the l i t t l e t o t s
w i t h c o t t o n candy a l l over t h e i r f a c e and h a n d s . . . . .t h e l i n e o f p e o p l e go ing through t h e
caboose. . . . . the interested p e o p l e examining e x h i b i t s in t h e d e p o t . . . . . t h e amused l o o k s of some
young p e o p l e when they examined H i g h Schoo l Cres ts - -and t h e one l i t t l e g i r l who was overheard
say ing , "Daddy, you were c u t e . "

Youngs te rs t r y i n g t h e i r hand at Winnie Fischer 's l o o m demonstration.....the g r e a t aroma f r o m
t h e L i t t l e League Bar -B -Q. . . . . t he e f fi c i e n t dispensing o f f o o d i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g . . . . . t h e
snappy sounds o f t h e Bison C i t y S t o m p e r s . . . . .Dan K i n g ' s except ional ly fi n e p a r k i n g l a y - o u t . . . . .
t h e n i f t y - l o o k i n g Emporium s h u t t l e and o u r own crowded s h u t t l e busses . . . . . to saynothing o f t h e
w o n d e r f u l , wonderful weather. A l l t h i ngs considered, we had a g r e a t y e a r , b u t c a n ' t wind t h i s
up without g i v i n g a BIG word of thanks to Ed Hast ings and a handfu l of he lpe rs , who s tuck i t
o u t 2 or 3 hours a f t e r 5PM to p i c k up and Clean-up , l e a v i n g t h e grounds in fi n e shape.

* * * * * * * * * *
QUILT: AWARDED:

Pr izes awarded at t h e f a i r were as f o l l o w s : S t a r Q u i l t , Co la Pease of Ransomvil le; House
Afghan, P e t e r M o o t , Wilson; Green A f g h a n , C l a r a M a r c k s , Wilson; F l a g Drapery, H. Wo l l e r s ,
Wilson; Handmade Tab lec lo th , Donna Desso, Wilson; and Cookbook, Gerald B u l l o f Lockport .

B e t t y Stimson, Chrm., and a l l o f fice rs of t he society wish to thank everyone who helped o u t .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ATTENDANTS FOR JULY/AUGUST:

S u n . , J u l y l s t , Jeanne and Dick Schmidle;. S a t . , J u l y 7 t h , Helen Stevens and Jeanne Swanson;
S u n . , J u l y 8 t h , Eleanor and John Myers; S a t . , July 1 4 t h , Carole Schnoor and Helen Stevens;
S u n . , J u l y 1 5 t h , George and Marge Lederhouse; S a t . , J u l y 21s t , P a t Stephenson and Marge Goodman;
S u n . , J u l y 22nd, E l t o n and June Kropp; Sat., J u l y 28 th , Lois Barnum and Marion Campbell; and
S u n . , J u l y 29th , Clarence and Jean Nablo.

S a t . , Aug. 4 t h , Edgar and Eloise Culverwe l l ; S u n . , Aug. 5 t h , Dick and Sue Schu l tz ; S a t . ,
Aug. 1 l t h , H e r b e r t and Janet Myer; S u n . , Aug. 1 2 t h , L o i s Ward and Sue Schuman; S a t . , Aug. 18th ,
Mickey and Sh i r l ey Hunter ; S u n . , Aug. 1 9 t h , H e l e n H o r t o n and Lorine A l i g e i e r ; S a t . , Aug. 25 th ,
Ra lph and He len Dinse; and Sunday, Aug. 2 6 t h , Kevin and K e l l y K ing .

N o t e : Without t h e in te res t and fi n e coopera t i on o f o u r members, i t would be a lmos t impossi‑
b l e to have t h e museum open to v i s i t o r s on Saturday and Sunday afternoons d u r i n g t h e months of
J u l y and A u g u s t . Wethank those who have vo lun tee red t h e i r t ime and services--especially Sara
B e r r y , Chrm., who has t h e amiable c a p a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e hostesses when needed.

* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

From P o l l y Brown of Washington, ( n o t previously l i s t e d ) : B o l s t e r Cover ; Long Baby Flannel
D r e s s ; 3 »airs Bootees; Pongee B o y ' s S u i t ; Saques; Baby B i b C o v e r a l l ; Baby S l i p , D r e s s , and
Linen Baby Blouse.Two pho tos of Miller/Brown S t o r e (1941); 2 photos Fireman Fielday (1940);
Photo o f 1918-29 Wilson Baske tba l l Team; Photo o f Naomi and Marion F i t c h (1930); Photos o f o l d
Hub H o t e l and Pa t t e r son House.

M r . and M r s . Ronald Zauner: Gr iswal l Deep F a t F r y e r w i t h baskets.
M r . and M r s . Robert Rohring: I c e Chipper; 1920 Garden Tr a c t o r w i t h t o o l s ; Porcelain L i g h t

and L i g h t Socket f r o m Barn on Wilson-Burt Road.
J a n e t S p o r l e d e r : 15 A s s o r t e d Teaspoons; TV F r e n c h Handpainted 3-sect ion s e r v i n g d i sh ; H a l l

China Teapot ; Covered Sugar and Creamer; G i l t Edge Tumbler; Mexican S i l v e r P i n ; Rhinestone P in ;
Jade i te Beads; a l s o , L e t t e r s igned by Huey P. L o n g (3/17/1933; Louisiana's Defense Speech by
Nuey P. L o n g b e f o r e U . S . Sena te ; t h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l Record(2/21/1933); and E x t r a c t f rom 2/27/33
C o n g r e s s i o n a l Record concerning t h e "Long P l a n . "

Serv ice Cookbook, (1933) "Food f o r t h e Fami l y " , (1950); A Calendar of Dinners, (1923);
Program of 10 th Reunion of t h e C lass o f 1977; Guide to Tower o f London (1917); and Photos o f
Wor ld War I t a k e n o n t h e b a t t l e fi e l d .

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

W ewelcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members i n t o t h e Wilson H i s . Soc: Hans and Frances (Nelson)
Hitzeman o f F o r e s t v i l l e ; Dee Simpson o f Syracuse; C h e r y l Ann DeLaney, Niagara F a l l s ; Linda
Hoover, Niagara F a l l s ; L i s a B e l l i n a , Niagara F a l l s ; Mark Smith, Lockpor t ; Stephen Church,
L o c k p o r t ; Arlene Flecksenhaar, L o c k p o r t ; t h e f u t u r e M r s . Stephen ( G a i l ) Zurenda, Lockpor t ;
John and Kimberly Kenda l l , Ransomville; also Al i ce Davenport, Herbert and Janet Myer, and
Kenneth C. Branch, J r . , a l l f r o m Wilson# a l s o A r t h u r & G e o r g i a Boliman, Lorain, Ohi ’

A l s o Junior members Jonathon Hoover, Niagara F a l l s , a n d Harold Bottrell, wiisen, wi
* * * * * * * ~ * *

BON MOT: Why ¢ o tney c a l l i t baby s i t t i n g when a l l y o u d o i s r u n a f t e r them?
.
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NEW LIFE, MEMBERS:

Darrell G r a n t S m i t h , son of W i l l i a m and C a r o l (Croop) S m i t h , has received a L i f e Membership
i n t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty a s a F a t h e r ' s Day g i f t f r o m h i s w i f e , S a l l y .

H e was b o r n i n L o c k p o r t C i t y H o s p i t a l , December 2 8 , 1961, and a f t e r a t t e n d i n g t h e e l e m e n t a r y
schoo ls at Pek in , graduated in 1980 f r o m Niagara-Wheatfield C e n t r a l H igh Schoo l . He marr ied
S a l l y Murawski of t h e town of Niagara , and t h e y have one s o n , Joshua.

D a r r e l l , who is in construction w o r k , l i v e s on Ward Road in S a n b o r n , and t h e f a m i l y a t tends
S t . L e o ' s R.C. Church o n M i l i t a r y Road.

H e became a j u n i o r member o f t h e s o c i e t y i n 1973 and h a s worked o n a number o f p r o j e c t s a t
t h e museum. The l a s t t ime t h e depot was pa in ted , he a p p l i e d most o f t h e p a i n t w i t h a l o w p r e s ‑
s u r e p a i n t sprayer. He has volunteered f o r a v a r i e t y of j o b s at t h e annual f a i r i nc lud ing
showing movies t o t h e c h i l d r e n , p a r k i n g c a r s , and c l e a n - u p . A t t h i s y e a r ' s f a i r , h e and S a l l y
t o o k over t h e f u n n e l cake concession a n d , in a f u r t h e r e f f o r t to h e l p o u t , have accepted t h e
o f f e r to be co-chairmen of t h e 1991 f a i r .

* *x * * * * * * * *
Mark Andre S i n g e r , who was b o r n J u l y 2 , 1958 a t L o c k p o r t , N Y. , has been g i v e n a L i f e Member‑

s h i p i n t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y b y h i s p a r e n t s , Thomas and Jacqueline S inger o f Washing‑
t o n D . C .

H e h a s attended schools i n England, F r a n c e , and Merce rsbu rg Academy, C a l i f o r n i a , and received
h i s B . A . a t Hamilton C o l l e g e , and h i s B . S . a t Niagara U n i v e r s i t y. H e i s a member o f t h e E p i s ‑
c o p a l c h u r c h , and d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r has been teach ing E n g l i s h in Luxemburg.

He expects to teach another two years of Eng l i sh at N i g e r , A f r i c a , under t h e sponsorship
o f t h e Peace C o r p s . H e a l s o e x p e c t s t o b e work ing w i t h f o r e i g n E n g l i s h t e a c h e r s .* * * * * * * * * *
STUDENTS RECOGNIZED:

Miss Susan Jowdy o f Church S t r e e t , L o c k p o r t , and C h i n Nguyen o f Wilson were t h i s y e a r ' s r e ‑
c i p i e n t s o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ' s awards t o t h e two seniors w i t h t h e h i g h e s t average
i n t h e s tudy o f h i s t o r y . Both students p l a n t o cont inue t h e i r studies a t c o l l e g e .* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

The n e w l y revised b y - l a w s were r e a d and explained at t h e June meet ing, and t h e Board passed
a motion to accept them w i t h two minor co r rec t ions . They w i l l be presented again a t t h e Sep ‑
tember meet ing f o r a p p r o v a l of t h e g e n e r a l membership.

Dan K ing agreed to t a k e cha rge of g e t t i n g a foundat ion ready f o r t h e barbershop acquired
f r o m t h e Wilson Free L i b r a r y. I t was reported t h a t "Red" C la rk planned t o move the b u i l d i n g
wi th in the next th ree or f o u r weeks.

O l l i e C l a r k reported t h a t Harold and Neva Benedict and John Demmin are compil ing a l i s t of
names f o r a Ve te ran 's Memorial P laque. Names and suggestions should be directed to them.

Net t ie Stimson repor ted t h a t some r u t s were l e f t on "Hojack" Park a f t e r t he F a i r , and the
matter w i l l be r e f e r r e d to the grounds committee.

Lo i s Jennings, c u r a t o r , repor ted t h a t 41 persons in a t o u r group f rom t h e Chautauqua area
v i s i t e d the museum r e c e n t l y . They were greeted b y Mrs . Jennings, Eleanor Myers, and Don Croop.

Caro le Schnoor, T r e a s . , repor ted t h a t f r o m May 15th to June 13th , the soc ie ty 's income was
$14,925.96, and expenses f o r t h e same per iod were $4,713.58.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

E d A l l g e i e r ' s " M r. Ed" fi s h i n g team walked o f f w i t h t h e $5,000 fi r s t p r i z e i n t h e r e c e n t
Pro-Am Salmon Team Tournament h e l d at Wi lson and O l c o t t r e c e n t l y .

Ed , who is a l s o chairman of t h e s o c i e t y ' s Nominating Committee, d isp layed some of t h e same
s k i l f u l a n g l i n g when he l i n e d up t h e s l a t e of o f fi c e r s presented at t h e Annual Meet ing June 18th .

- * * * * * * * * * *

STUDENTS DONATE QUILT:
A C o l o n i a l Q u i l t made b y members o f M r s . C o l l e e n H a r v e y ' s c l a s s a t Thomas Marks S c h o o l ,

was g i v e n t o t h e museum when t h e y v i s i t e d i t r e c e n t l y . The q u i l t dep ic ts h i s t o r i c scenes,
and M r s . Jennings, c u r a t o r , assured t h e youngsters t h a t i t w i l l be p u t on d i sp lay in t h e f u t u r e .

The c h i l d r e n who had a p a r t i n making t h e q u i l t a r e Tim LaSaga, Heather Jowdy, Pau la Keiper,
Mike Grubbs , Megan F a e r y , Mark H i l l , Casey V a l l i e r , Dan N e r b e r , J o e l B a r l o w , Jod i Zas t rensk i ,
A l o n z o Rodriguez, and Adam LaRock.

The c h i l d r e n v i s i t i n g t h e museum were accompanied 3by t h e i r t e a c h e r , M r s . H a r v e y, t eache r ' s
a i d , J a n e t Durham, and M r s . N e r b e r. A l l were g i v e n a c o m p l e t e t o u r o f a l l t h r e e b u i l d i n g s and
caboose by M r s . Jennings and Don Croop.

( N o t e : The museum h a s been shown t o many s c h o o l c h i l d r e n d u r i n g t h e p a s t years , and one o f
t h e i r " s t o c k " questions i s , "Do you own t h e museum?" We always t r y to exp la i n to o u r f u t u r e
young leaders t h a t every th ing t h e y s e e b e l o n g s t o t h e town o f Wilson s o , i n d i r e c t l y , i f t h e y
a r e res iden ts o f t h e town i t i s t h e y anc t h e i r pa ren ts who own t h e museum. Perhaps by s t ress ing
t h i s f a c t w e c a n i n s t i l l i n them t h e same p r i d e t h a t o u r h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y members have
in t h e Wilson Museum.) * * * * * * * * * *

JULY/AUGUST CALENDAR:
There w i l l be no r e g u l a r program meet ings of t h e s o c i e t y in J u l y and A u g u s t . Meetings w i l l

resume Monday evening, September 1 7 t h at 7:30 PM.
J u l y 5 t h : Planning Board meet ing at t h e depo t , Thursday evening, 7:30 PM.
J u l y 1 l t h : Board of D i rec to r Meet ing, Wednesday evening, 7:30 PM. at depot .
August 5 t h : Band C o n c e r t and I c e Cream S o c i a l , museum grounds, 2 PM.
A u g u s t 15th :Board of D i r 3 c t o r Meet ing at museum, 7 :30 PM* * * * * * * * * *

THE SENIOR CITIZEN:
There a r e t h r e e per iods in l i f e : Yo u t h , Middle age , and "How w e l l you l o o x . "* * * * * * * * * *
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OFFICERS ELECTED:

O f fi c e r s e l e c t e d at t h e a n n u a l meet ing a r e : John M y e r s , President ; Don B u r r o w s , ’lst Vice ‑
President ; Norm M a c A s k i l l , 2nd Vice-President ; Pam G r o f f , Sec re ta ry ; H e l e n S t e v e n s , C o r r e s ‑
ponding S e c r e t a r y ; and C a r o l e Schnoor, Tr e a s u r e r.

Tr u s t e e s e l e c t e d t o serve u n t i l J u n e , 1993 a r e : Anne Argue Faery ; A r t h u r Schnoor, and
G a r y F i t c h . N e t t i e Stimson was e l e c t e d to s e r v e o u t t h e term of Don Burrows u n t i l June, 1992.

Committee Chairmen se lec ted by t h e nominating committee a r e : L o i s Jennings, Accuisitions;
Don Croop, B y - l a w s ; C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Genealog ica l ; Maryanne Sharpe, Housekeeper; Janet
S p o r l e d e r , H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s ; C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , L i b r a r y ; D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smi th , Memorial
Day F a i r ; L o i s Jennings, Memorials; C h r i s Ke lman, Membership; Don Croop, Publications/News‑
l e t t e r E d i t o r ; Barbara Mosher, Programs; B i l l F r i t t o n , P u b l i c i t y ; Kenneth Branch , J r . , Pho‑
tography; Emma S c h r a d e r, Refreshments; Saturday/Sunday Hostesses; Sara B e r r y ; and Ways
& Means, Dorothy Maxfield and Winnie F ischer.

Board of D i r e c t o r appointments w i l l be reviewed at t h e J u l y meeting to be e f f e c t i v e Aug. l s t .
They inc lude C u r a t o r , and Chairmen of t h e P lann ing B o a r d , Finance Committee, Depo t , Barnum

B u i l d i n g , A rgue B u i l d i n g , F i t t r o Shop, Caboose, Grounds, Nominating Committee, a l s o t h e
S o c i e t y ' s Representat ive to t h e Niagara County Federat ion of H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t i e s , and t h e
Super in tendent in cha rge of Work D e t a i l s and C o n s t r u c t i o n .

* Pid Bs * * * vw *& * *

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE:
A s o f June 2 0 , 1990, t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty h a s a t o t a l o f 665 members. T h i r t y - fi v e

o f t h a t t o t a l a r e Jun ior members. The bad news i s t h a t 3 5 o f o u r l o c a l members have n e g l e c t e d
t o renew t h e i r dues f o r 1990-91. I n o u r busy: w o r l d , i t ' s easy t o o v e r l o o k . s m a l l obligations,
b u t p l e a s e remember, We need o u r o l d e r members to h e l p us grow--new members to keep us young.* * * * * * * * * *
THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

Samuel D i x B r o w n , who was b o r n i n Wilson i n 1870, g r e w u p o n h i s f a m i l y ' s f a r m o n Lake Road.
He was t h e grandson of S a l l y Ho lmes , who b r o u g h t a p p l e seeds f r o m New England to p l a n t in Wilson.

I n 1903, Sam Brown and A r t h u r M i l l e r bought t h e s t o r e a t t h e corner o f Lake and Young, and
ope ra ted i t f o r many yea rs under t h e name o f M i l l e r and Brown .

D u r i n g t h e w in te rs of 1906, 1907, and 1908, M r . Brown served in Albany as c l e r k to Congress ‑
man Drape r of Niagara F a l l s . He was a l s o an a c t i v e member of t h e Masons and Oddfe l lows, and
served many y e a r s on t h e l o c a l s c h o o l b o a r d .

When M i l l e r d i e d , Sam r a n t h e s t o r e f o r awhi le w i t h M r s . M i l l e r who l a t e r s o l d o u t h e r
i n t e r e s t t o Kenneth Welker.

Kenny a l s o bought o u t Brown's share of t h e s t o r e in 1948, and Sam moved to Bethseda, MD,
where h e l i v e d w i th h i s son , P h i l i p u n t i l h i s death i n 1955.

Samuel Brown's w i fe was Kate Ronan (Carver) , who was born on the I r i s h Road, Wilson, on
A p r i l 25 , 1875. K a t e ' s fi r s t husband, A l b e r t C a r v e r , died f o u r years a f t e r they were marr ied,
and Ka te worked f o r awhile as a telephone operator, bank t e l l e r , and school teacher.

She met and married Sam Brown and a year l a t e r on J u l y 24, 1914, t h e i r son , P h i l i p , was
born . One year l a t e r they moved i n t o t h e i r new home o n Lake S t r e e t - - t h e presen t residence o f
Mrs . Marion Campbell. :

Ka te became act ive in the womens' s tudy group, t h e "Delphic C i r c l e " , and was a l s o one of
the fi r s t directors of the Wilson Free Publ ic L i b r a r y.* * * * * * * * * *
FAIR REPORT ASOF6/20/1990:

Income r e p o r t e d f o r each concession is t h e ba lance to da te w i t h expenses deducted:
B a l l o o n s 6.50 Memberships 122.00
Candy 627.79 Ways & Means 172.90
C o f f e e and Donuts 334.05 Game 18.21
C o t t o n Candy 178.60 Q u i l t 2721.80
D e a l e r s 3349 .02 To t a l 13638 .26
Donations 100.00 Add i t iona l Expenses:
F i s h Pond 4 .61 Supp l ies 126.83
F u n n e l Cakes 639.25 Entertainment 400.00
Food 2216.68 Te n t R e n t a l 160.00
H o t Dogs 1856.84 P o r t a b l e To i l e t s 200.00
I c e Cream 358.30 2 S h u t t l e Busses 355.00
Lemonade and Popcorn 931.71 Miscellaneous 35.22

To t a l 1277.05
Income: $12,361.21 (sub ject to change) Submitted by C a r o l e Schnoo r, Tr e a s u r e r.

* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t a n o t h e r Revo lu t ionary War s o l d i e r may be b u r i e d in Greenwood Cemetery.
A l i c e N e l s o n o f Oriskany w r i t e s t h a t h e r g - g r a n d f a t h e r , Pomphrey N e l s o n , i s b u r i e d near h i s
s o n , Benjamin, who f o u g h t in t h e War of 1812. She s a i d t h a t on h e r l a s t v i s i t to Wilson she
v i s i t e d b o t h h e r a n c e s t o r ' s g r a v e s .

Pomphrey, who f o u g h t i n t h e Revo lu t i on , came to Wilson a f t e r t h e War o f 1812, and l i v e d
w i t h Benjamin who s e t t l e d on about 150 acres of l a n d at t h e p r e s e n t intersection of Route 425
and N e l s o n Road.

She n o t e s t h a t t h e sword c a r r i e d by Pomphrey is now on l o a n to t h e Oriskany, N Y, museum.
* * * * * * * * * *

D id YOU KNOW...Hackett 's g r o c e r y s t o r e burned down on Young S t r e e t in March, 1899, and t h a t i t
was t o t a l l y destroyed desp i te a l l e f f o r t s by t h e "bucket br igade" to save i t ? A mult i tude

o f fi r e s f o l l o w e d b u t i t was 1924 be fo re Wilson Volunteer F i r e Co. #1 was organ ized .
* * * * * * * * * *

FINAL THOUGHT: J u s t about t h e time y o u t h i n k y o u can make ends mee t , somebody raises t h e i r
s a l a r i e s . x k e k k K k e & k k K & & &
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WILSON'S TONSORIAL PARLORS:
When t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y acquired t h e p r o p e r t y on Young S t r e e t in which t h e l a t e Jim

Stephenson operated h i s barbershop, t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty proposed moving t h e b u i l d i n g
to t h e museum grounds.

I t was r e c e n t l y determined, however, t h a t i t w o u l d n ' t be feas ib le to move t h e s t r u c t u r e
s o a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e be ing discussed.

I n t e r e s t in t h e o l d s t r u c t u r e reminds us t h a t J im opened h i s barbershop t h e r e in 1969, and ,
in a d d i t i o n to c u t t i n g h a i r , opera ted a watch- repa i r business in an ad jo in ing back room. !

As f a r as we a r e a b l e to determine, Wi lson 's fi r s t barbershop was opened by Frank Slocum
in t h e l a t e 1 8 0 0 ' s , and it was l o c a t e d n e x t to t h e P e r r i g o Hardware s t o r e on Young S t r e e t .

The shop burned down i n t h e b i g fi r e o f 1901 a n d , a f t e r t h e b l o c k was r e b u i l t , a new shop,
opera ted by Wi l l i am Slocum, was opnred-up in t h e f r o n t of Timothy Wilson's Bowling A l l e y .

When "Hub" F e r r i n moved t o Wilson f r o m S p r i n g v i l l e , h e l i v e d o n a f a r m nea r Plumb's Br idge
on E a s t Lake Road. L a t e r , he purchased t h e Emerson p r o p e r t y on Young S t r e e t and moved to t h e
v i l l a g e .

He opened a Tonsor ia l and B i l l i a r d P a r l o r in the two s t o r y b u i l d i n g , and l a t e r expanded
i t i n t o the "Hub" H o t e l and r e t a u r a n t .

Another b a r b e r , A r thu r Bundy of Jeddo, came to Wilson in 1914. He was assisted by Ray
Nevins who l a t e r opened h i s own shop.

Around t h i s same per iod f rom 1914 to 1925, Tom and John C o s t e l l o a l s o ran a barbershop in
Wilson.

Al Toenniessen c u t h a i r in B i l l Slocum's shop, in 1925, and a l s o worked at d i f f e r e n t times
f o r Ray Nevins and "Hub" F e r r i n .

E d and Louis Singer o f Lockpor t Opened a shop i n Wilson around the e a r l y t h i r t i e s , and
another wel l -known b a r b e r, Max Ransom, came to Wilson about t h i s time from O t t a w a , Canada.

Max worked f o r "Hub" Fe r r i n f o r awh i le , then opnened h i s own shop on Lake S t r e e t . His
s m a l l barbershop was l a t e r expanded to inc lude a b i l l i a r d p a r l o r , b o t h of which were l o c a t e d
where lakes ide Marke t now s tands .

Jack P e r r y was probab ly one o f Wi l son ' s b e s t known b a r b e r s , and b e f o r e moving to Wilson
l i v e d on t h e Coomer Road. He c u t h a i r f o r about 35 y e a r s , and was w e l l t r a i ned in h i s p r o ‑
fess ion. Shops t h a t h e worked i n included Powers o f Newfane , C a r l s i n L o c k p o r t , t h e S t a t l e r i n
B u f f a i o , t h e P a r k H o t e l at L o c k p o r t , and Max ' s Barbershop in Wilson.

A f t e r opening h i s own shop in W i l s o n , he c u t h a i r f o r a number of years b e f o r e go ing i n t o
t h e auc t ioneer ing business.

The Wilson Museum has acquired a number o f a r t i f a c t s r e l a t e d to t h e b a r b e r i n g p r o f e s s i o n ,
and t h e r e is considerable i n t e r e s t in e i t h e r b u i l d i n g or ar rang ing f o r a d i s p l a y area in which
t o e x h i b i t t h e many a r t i f a c t s c o l l e c t e d .

Among these a r e a barberchai r which t h e s o c i e t y ' s l s t P r e s i d e n t , D r . John A r g u e , used whi le
c u t t i n g h a i r to r a i s e money to a t t e n d t h e Un ive rs i t y o f B u f f a l o . There a r e a l s o two mi r ro rs
t h a t came f r o m t h e o l d Nevins Barbershop as w e l l as a c o l l e c t i o n of r a z o r s , s t r o p s , shaving mugs
and o t h e r r e l a t e d items donated b y members o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Wi l l i am J. McLaughlin of Ransomvi l le h a s been g iven a L i f e Membership by t h e Board of D i r e c ‑
t o r s o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty in apprec ia t i on f o r h i s services as a t a x c o n s u l t a n t
s ince t h e soc ie t y was founded in 1972.

R e c e n t l y r e t i r e d , h e was b o r n i n B u f f a l o i n 1927, t h e son o f Edward and Sarah C a l d w e l l
McLaughl in. The f a m i l y moved to a B r a y l e y Road f a r m in 1932 where he res ided u n t i l 1954.

B i l l a t tended D i s t r i c t Schoo l # 9 , t h e Wi lson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , and graduated w i t h a BBA f r o m
Niagara U n i v e r s i t y, H e and h i s w i f e , Be rn i ce , have 5 c h i l d r e n , Joanne (Nemacck), J o h n , Dav id ,
B r u c e , and Mary (Evans). B i l l , a C . P. A . ( r e t i r e d ) s e r v e d w i t h t h e U . S . Navy du r i ng World War I I ,
and is a member of t h e Ransomville United Methodist Church .

O t h e r o rgan iza t ions in which he h a s been a c t i v e a r e : P a s t P r e s . of t h e Lewiston-Quyeen‑
s ton Ro ta r y C l u b ; D i rec to r of E a s t e r n N iag . Chamber of Commerce; Tr u s t e e and P r e s . Ransomville
L ib ra ry ; P a s t P r e s . Sunse t Beach C o l o n y, Wilson; Tr u s t e e Lockpor t Savings Bank; Trus tee Nioga
L i b r a r y System; Chrm. town of P o r t e r P lann ing Board; Chrm. P o r t e r Board of Appeals ; and P a s t
Tr e a s . and Commissioner of t h e Ransomville F i r e D i s t r i c t .

k* *&* & *& &£ Ww & & x

SOUNDINGS: A teache r is one who t a k e s many l i v e wires and sees to it t h a t t hey a r e w e l l
grounded. * * ; * * * * * * *
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MOTHER OF 4-H: :

The New Yo r k 4-H Program and C o r n e l l Coopera t i ve Extension have recoghized the achievements
o f l o c a l l e a d e r s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s f o r M a n y y e a r s , b u t perhaps one o f t h e most p r o m i n e n t
l e a d e r s in t h i s fi e l d was Miss Ger t rude Warren , who g r e w up in Niagara County and became a
pioneer in t h e development of t h e 4-H movement.

Miss Warren was b o r n N o v. 1 7 , 1884, t h e daughter of J o e and L i l l i e Andrus Warren of Myer
Road, Pend le ton , NY. She earned h e r B . S . and M.A . at Columbia Univers i ty, and in 1916 whi le
teach ing a course in home economics, was asked to add a homemaking course to t h e 4-H program
which had been o f fi c i a l l y formed b y a n A c t o f Congress i n 1914.

A g r i c u l t u r a l o f fi c i a l s were t r y i n g t o introduce new growing methods t o r u r a l fami l ies a s
w e l l as to p r e v e n t f o o d po ison ing in home Canning, and when they decided to do t h i s through
f a r m y o u n g s t e r s , 4-H was b o r n .

I n 1917, Miss Warren moved t o Washington t o j o i n t h e Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e where she
devoted 30 y e a r s of h e r l i f e d i r e c t i n g t h e homemaking program wh i le se rv ing on t h e National
4-H Board o f T r u s t e e s ..

She be l i evd in " l ea rn i ng by do ing " , and app l i ed t h i s p r i n c i p l e to h e r 4-H w o r k , a l s o through
h e r e f f o r t t o t r a i n v o l u n t e e r 4 - H l e a d e r s , she w r o t e t h e l s t b u l l e t i n o n t h e s u b j e c t . When
she r e t i r e d i n 1952, t h e 4-H Program which began w i t h about 300,000 p e r s o n s , had expanded
t o worldwide p r o p o r t i o n s .

A l though Miss Warren gained na t iona l r e c o g n i t i o n i n t h e 4-H program, she never f o r g o t h e r
r o o t s i n Niagara County, and s p o n s o r e d t h e a n n u a l p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e L i l l i e Warren S i l v e r
Tr a y which is awarded to t h e outs tand ing Niagara County 4-H l e a d e r o f t h e y e a r .

Miss Warren was a l s o a member o f t h e C a p t . M o l l y Pi tcher Chapter o f t h e Daughte rs o f t h e
American Revolut ion at Washington, D C . , and on S e p t . 9th,1990, t h e Niagara F a l l s Chapter of
t h e N.S .D .A .R . w i l l h o l d a Dedication Serv i ce a t h e r g r a v e s i t e i n Bear Ridge Cemetery, Pendleton,
to n o t o n l y commemorate a Daugh te r of t h e Revo lu t i on , b u t a l s o t h e "Mother of 4-H" .

Three o f t he l a t e Miss Warren's re l a t i ves who belong to t h e Niagara F a l l s Chapter o f
N .S .D .A .R . p l a n to a t t e n d t h e dedication service: M r s . Alma M i l l e ro f Pendleton, M r s .
Ruth Kramer of L o c k p o r t , and M r s . S h i r l e y Gindemann, a l s o of Lockport.

. ** * * * * * * * *
SALISBURY NOTES:

Robert P. Sal isbury of S o u t h Lake Tahoe, C a l . , r e c e n t l y s e n t t h e Wilson Museum a deta i led
copy o f h i s f a m i l y t r e e . I t may b e r e c a l l e d t h a t Robert i s t h e s o n O f H o l l i s P e r r y and Gertrude
Pa t te rson Sa l i sbu ry, who l i v e d in Wilson u n t i l t h e i r marr iage in 1921.

The o l d Salisbury farm on Maple Road,(now owned by t h e E l ias fami ly) was the birthplace of
two b r o t h e r s , William H.H. Sal isbury and Or in Sal isbury, both C i v i l War so ld ie rs . an a c c o u n t
of Wil l iam H.H. Sal isbury 's war years is described in "Dairy of a Deadman-~available at the
Wilson Museum.)

M r. Salisbury a l s o sent a l a r g e cha r t of the male members of t h e Salisbury fami ly l ines
d a t i n g back to William Sal isbury, who s e t t l e d in Massachusetts in 1648.

Requests f o r genealogy information should be directed to Celeste Crawford, Chrm.
* * * ky & * * * *

NEW MEMBERS:
Jon Robert Upton and Andrew Michael Upton, twin sons of of M r. and Mrs. Terrence Upton of

Appleton, NY, were signed up as j u n i o r members of the society when o n l y two weeks o l d . Daddy
jo ined t h e soc ie ty in 1972 and became a L i f e Member in 1978.

O t h e r new members of t h e soc ie t y include D r . and M r s . L. Gregory A l l e n of Rale igh, NC;
R e v. and M r s . Joan Kerr ison of G r e e c e , NY; Robin and C o l l e e n (Petty) S l a t e o f Lockpor t ; and
M r . and M r s . A l Wai te, J r . , o f K i l l e e n , Texas.

Since t h e l a s t n e w s l e t t e r , a number o f del inquent members have pa id t h e i r dues increasing
o u r t o t a l membership to 705 persons . Many thanks to Winnie Fischer who made t h i s p o s s i b l e by
reminding them by te lephone.

* * * * * * *& * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Laura E ick o f Lake land , F L , has donated a Hooked Rug made by Mabel Wilson in 1969; a book,
" B a t t l e o f Lake E r i e " ; a n d a Maj@lica P i t che r and P l a t e f r om h e r grandmother A l v e r s , also"The
L i g h t o f O the r D a y s " , b y Rex fo rd G . Tu g w e l l ; and a n 1850 Wooden R o l l i n g P in made b y h e r g r a n d ‑
f a t h e r A l v e r s .

Dorothy Maxfie ld : Wilson H i g h School a l u m i Banquet Program (1914); Ros te r (1904-1919) of
Wilson Lodge #881, I . 0 . 0 . F . , a l s o I . 0 . 0 . F Badge f o r Wilson Lodge #881.

J u l i e Godfrey, Norwich, CT: 1907 Souvenir o f Maple Rd. Schoo l , D i s t . #12, w i t h p i c t u r e of
Louisa B i ck fo rd , teacher ; a l s o p i c t u r e of Hazel (Rutland) and Mary McCormick.

Rober t Sa l i sbury : S o . Lake Tahoe, CA: Geneaology o f t h e Pat te rson Fami ly.
E a r l & G e r r y Swann: Ca rpen te r Apron a d v e r t i s i n g "Wilson Lumber C o . " , a l s o Lock & Key f rom

e s t a t e o f Wa l t e r and N e t t i e S t o l l .
Roger Hil lman: Complete American Legion Band Uniform and 6 Books of Music f o r instruments.
C l i f f o r d C o l l i n s , Ransomville: “Mannequin and dresses, a l s o g i r l manequinn and dress.
Richard R u t l a n d , Newfane: Ha ls tead School o f Music Pic ture (1940) f r o n t o f Wilson High

School . A l t h e a H a l s t e a d t a u g h t music and l i v e d a t O l c o t t , NY.
N e t t i e Stimson: S p a t u l a f r o m L a f fl e r ' s Genera l S t o r e ; a l s o 1879 book , "The Sp lend id P a r l o r "

f rom Wilson Preby te r i an Church.
Wilson C e n t r a l School: C lass o f 1990 T- S h i r t w i t h names o f Seniors p r i n t e d o n i t .
M i l l i e Croop E s t a t e : Personal belongings including a G i r l Scout Handbook, 9 O r g a n i z a t i o n a l

P ins ; Pa tch Jacke t ; 10 Cup and Saucer S e t s ; 7 Pieces of Red Glassware; Green Vase; Depression
Glass B o w l ; Wilson Museum G l a s s ; Cupie D o l l ; Snowflake Paper Weight and Red, White, and B l u e
S w i r l Vase f rom Corning G l a s s , a l s o 2 P e a r l hob-na i l g l a s s vases.

* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT:

O l d age i s when you fi n a l l y know y o u r way around b u t don ' t f e e l l i k e going.
* * 2 * * * * * * *



Septémber ’1990 ( P a g e 3)
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

. B i l ’ F r i t t o n repor ted t h a t t h e grounds have been r o l l e d , and t h a t M r . and M r s . Thomas Marks
have i d e n t i fi e d a l l t h e t r e e s o n t h e grounds.

Don Bur rows announced t h a t he would t a k e c a r e of s e c u r i t y l i g h t i n g , and he and Dan K i n g
w i l l r e p a i r t h e cupo la o n t h e A r g u e B u i l d i n g .

Motion made and approved to s t o p l o a n i n g o u t t e n t because o f i t s age and f r a g i l e cond i t i on .
Revised By-Laws approved by Board f o r September meet ing . A r t i c l e 2 Sect ion 4 w i l l r ead :

" A person must b e a member o f t h e s o c i e t y i n o r d e r t o h o l d o f fi c e . "
Board approved request f r o m r e t i r e d teachers t o t o u r museum o n a f t e r n o o n o f O c t . 11 t h .

Richard and Jeanne Schmidle w i l l a t t e n d as h o s t s . A l s o approved were reques ts f r o m t h e D e l p h i c
C i r c l e t o h o l d luncheon i n Barnum B u i l d i n g , Augus t 1 8 t h , t o b e n e fi t Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y .
Permission was a l s o granted f o r Histor ians of Zone 8 to meet at depot S a t . PM, O c t o b e r 6 t h .

Board approved reccomendations of Appointment Committee as f o l l o w s : C u r a t o r , Doro thy Max‑
fi e l d ; P lann ing B o a r d , B i l l F r i t t o n ; F i n a n c e , Dan K i n g ; Depo t C h r m . , Martha M a c A s k i l l ; B a r ‑
num B u i l d i n g , E l e a n o r Mye rs ; Argue B u i l d i n g , Wa l l y Goodman and C l a r k S t i m s o n , c o - C h r m . ;
F i t t r o Shop, C h a r l o t t e P e a s e ; C a b o o s e , E l l swor th McKe lvey ; G rounds , E l t o n K r o p p ; Nominating,
Ed A l l g e i e r ; P l a n t S u p t . , Al Waite ( A r t Schnoor-Ollie C l a r k ) ; Ways & M e a n s , L u c i l l e U p t o n , Chrm.

O l l i e C l a r k repor ted t h a t t h e F i t t r o Shop was cleaned o u t where t h e blacksmi th shop used to
be by Ra lph D i n s e , Sam McCoy, Bob Thomas, Randy Ward, L l o y d E v a n s , E l t o n K r o p p , Elwin Upton ,
"Chuck" Messersmi th , and O l l i e . He suggested t h e r e s t o f fl o o r be cemented w i t h s tone p laced
under t h e f o r g e . I t is estimated t h e c o s t w i l l be $400 f o r cement w i t h any unused amounts b e i n g
placed under t h e overhead door

S ince i t was n o t possib le to move t h e barbershop , t h e i n t e r i o r f u r n i s h i n g s have been b rough t
to t h e museum f o r f u t u r e d i s p l a y a f t e r determination by t h e Planning Board.

Don B u r r o w s , C h r m . , repor ted t h a t o v e r 200 p e o p l e were served peach, c h o c o l a t e , and b u t t e r ‑
scotch s u n d a e s , a l s o r o o t beer fl o a t s , a t t h e r e c e n t i c e cream s o c i a l and c o n c e r t . H e thanked
h i s w o r k e r s , a l s o Dan and Judy K i n g f o r f u r n i s h i n g a 1 5 cub ic f o o t f r e e z e r , and J iggs and
Kathy Pea rce f o r o r d e r i n g t h e i c e cream. Fresh peaches were donated b y t h e B u r r o w s .

It was unanimously decided to dedicate t h e 1903 Caboose in honor of B u r t Jennings, and
Helen S t e v e n s , C o r . S e c . , was i ns t r uc ted to send B u r t a c a r d n o t i f y i n g o f t h e Board 's dec is ion .

N e t t i e Stimson suggested t h a t a s i g n be placed on museum to n o t i f y v i s i t o r s who to contac t
when museum is c l o s e d. * * * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER HOSTESSES:

Sarah B e r r y , C h r m . , has selected museum hostesses f o r Sunday af ternoons f r o m 2-4PM to serve
as f o l l o w s : S e p t . 9 t h , Marion Campbell and A l i c e Davenpor t ; Sep t . 1 6 t h , L i l l i a n Evans and |
Lorine A l i g e i e r ; Sept . 23rd , Marge and Roger Goodman; and S e p t . 3 0 t h , John and Jane Demmin. |

ke ke & & &k & & & & |

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM: C o e

Barbara Mosher, Program Chrm. , has announced t h a t Jack Te r r y has arranged f o r Wa l l y Goodman
to presen t a program on antique cars at t h e meeting on September 17th.

The meet ing, which s t a r t s at 7:30 PM, w i l l be he ld in t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g . Refreshments
w i l l be served by Dorothy Linnabery and Doris Klees* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Haro ld A l b r i g h t , 8 3 , a c h a r t e r member o f t h e Wilson His to r ica l S o c i e t y, d i e d Monday, Aug.
13 , 1990, at home. He was a l i f e l o n g resident of W i l s o n , and graduated f r o m t h e Wi lson H igh
School and B r y a n t and S t r a t t o n Business School a t B u f f a l o .

He worked as Business Manager and A s s t . Ed i to r of t h e f o r m e r Wi lson " S t a r " , and was a l s o a
book-keeper f o r t h e Harrison Radia tor D i v. o f GMC, L o c k p o r t , u n t i l 1949 when he became P o s t ‑
mas te r at Wi lson. He was an a c t i v e member of E x l e y Un i ted Methodist Church , and a 50 year mem‑
b e r of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM of Wilson. He a l s o compiled much of t h e mater ia l
used in t h e s o c i e t y ' s pub l i ca t ion , " P o s t a l Serv ice in t h e Town o f Wi lson." He anc h i s w i f e ,
E s t h e r , celebrated t h e i r Golden Wedding Anniversary at t h e Wilson Museum in 1983.

Besides h i s w i f e h e l e a v e s a s o n , C o l . Daniel A l b r i g h t o f Wichi ta F a l l s , Te x a s , and a
d a u g h t e r, M r s . Gerald (Cynthia) Townsend of L e w i s t o n ; a l s o f o u r grandchildren.

I n t e r m e n t was i n Greenwood C e m e t e r y, W i l s o n , w i t h R e v. Donald F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
SPRUCING UP THE MUSEUM:

Easy access s t a i r s have been b u i l t a t each end o f t h e c a b o o s e , and t h e depot d o c k , which was
r o t t i n g o u t , has been covered w i t h new p l a n k . I n s i d e t h e cepo t , exh ib i t s and d i s p l a y cases have
been t a s t e f u l l y arranged thanks t o t h e Jennings, M a c A s k i l l s , and Dessos.

The Barnum B u i l d i n g , i n a d d i t i o n t o i t s s h i n y new k i t c h e n , now has t h e o l d Wi lson P o s t o f fi c e
b u i l t i n , and a new " C o u n t r y S t o r e " in progress- -a r e a l t r i b u t e to t h e Barnum B l d g . Comm.

The A r g u e B u i l d i n g fl o o r has been pa in ted g r e y and h e l p s t o s e t o f f t h e o l d c a r s , wh i l e
p l a c k and wh i te l e t t e r i n g a l o n g t h e w a l l s h e l p s i d e n t i f y some o f t h e models. A s t a r t has a l s o
ceen made in d isp lay ing some of t h e ant ique c a r memorabilia t h a t h a s been donated.

I t should be no ted t h a t many persons con t r i bu te h o u r s o f t h e i r spare t ime to make a l l t hese
improvements at t h e museum, and to mention a f e w , o u r h a t s o f f to Ed A l l g e i e r , Chuck B u l m e r ,
O l l i e C l a r k , Ra lph P e a s e , L l o y d E v a n s , B i l l F r i t t o n , Ed Has t i ngs , Dan K ing , B u r t Jennings,
E l t o n K r o p p , E l l swor th M c K e l v e y, Jack M a x fi e l d , John M y e r s , Bob Motchenbaugh, W i l l i e Rockwood,
Bob Rohr ing, A r t S c h n o o r, Dud ley S e c o r , Don Smi thson, C l a r k S t i m s o n , Bob Thomas, Elwin Upton,
Al Wa i te , and Tom Walder. (Our apologies i f we over looked someone.)

* * * * * * * *k * *
DID YOU KNOW...that t h e recyc l i ng cen te r behind t h e C a t h o l i c Church is one of t h e fi r s t to open

in Niagara County? * & * * * + * * *
FINAL THOUGHTS: Man can n o t l i v e on bread a l o n e , he needs peanut b u t t e r t o o .* * * *k bs * * a ae *

God gave u s t w o e a r s ané one mouth s o v e ' d l i s t e n twice a s much a s w e t a l k .* * * * * * * + * *
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THE WILSON AUTOMOBILE COMPANY:
One o f t h e spec ia l a t t r ac t i ons a t t h e Wilson Museum a r e i t s ant ique and c l a s s i c c a r s ‐ - b u t

they p robab ly wou ldn ' t be t h e r e today e x c e p t f o r t h e i n t e r e s t and enthusiasm displayed by t h e
s o c i e t y ' s fi r s t pres ident , D r . John F. Argue.

When t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y was founded i n 1972, t h e good doctor turned t h e o l d "Hojack”
depot o v e r to t h e town o f Wilson on cond i t i on t h a t i t be used as a museum and meet ing p l a c e
f o r t h e organ iza t ion .

Doc used h a l f of t h e b u i l d i n g f o r s t o r a g e b u t as improvements were made, he c l e a r e d o u t h i s
end making t h e e n t i r e depot a v a i l a b l e t o t h e s o c i e t y. F o r many yea rs h e h a d been a n a rden t
c o l l e c t o r o f ant ique and c l a s s i c c a r s , s o i t w a s n ' t t o o s u r p r i s i n g when h e decided t o g i v e t h e
museum a 1904 C o v e r t "Chainless" which he h a d acquired f r o m t h e Fo rd Museum at D e a r b o r n , Mich.

The C o v e r t was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t a t L o c k p o r t b y t h e B . F . C o v e r t Company, and t h e model now
on d i sp l ay i n t h e Wilson Museum is be l i eved to be t h e o n l y one o f i t s k i n d l e f t i n t h e United
S t a t e s . Powered by a 5 ho rse wa te r coo led engine, t h e c a r had t h e repu ta t i on o f be ing a good
h i l l c l i m b e r , and was f o r m e r l y owned b y t h e opera s t a r , James M e l t o n .

As Doc to r Argue turned more cars over to t h e museum, it became apparent t h a t a new b u i l d i n g
would have t o b e erected t o p u t them i n and , i n O c t o b e r, 1978, t h e soc ie ty approved a p r o p o s a l
by the Planning Board to cons t ruc t a s t e e l and concrete b u i l d i n g .

Funds raised b y t h e society were matchedb y the town t o purchase m a t e r i a l s , b u t t h e a c t u a l
erect ion of the b u i l d i n g was done w i t h v o l u n t e e r l a b o r under the careful supervision of Ed
Hast ings, A r t Schnoor, John Myers , and t h e l a t e Whit Barnum.

As more and more in te res t developed in t h e antique c a r p r o j e c t , research revea led t h a t b u t
f o r a s t range t w i s t in f a t e , Wilson migh t w e l l have been one of t h e pioneers in t h e develop‑
ment of t h e modern automobile.

I t was 1900 when the Wilson Automobile Manufacturing Company was s ta r t ed by S t a n l e y Dwight
in t h e Brook ' s Machine Shop loca ted at t h e west end of Young S t r e e t . A year l a t e r , however,
when Brooks requested permission f r o m t h e v i l l a g e board to t e s t d r i v e t h e new "Niagara" a u t o ‑
mobi le th rough v i l l a g e s t r e e t s , h i s r e q u e s t was denied. H e was t o l d t h a t t h e n o i s y machine
n o t o n l y scared t h e h o r s e s , b u t some of t h e res idents as w e l l .

B r o o k s w o u l d n ' t t a k e n o f o r a n a n s w e r , and won t h e board o v e r a f t e r t e l l i n g them t h a t many
p e o p l e owned horses t h a t were n o t p r o p e r l y b r o k e n and t h e y shou ld n o t b e a l l owed o n t h e s t r e e t ,
and, he cont inued, "My automobile obeys e v e r y command and is a lways under c o n t r o l . "

The l a t e F a y Campbell remembered t h e I s t "Niagara" w e l l and r e c a l l e d t h a t he was g i v e n one
o f t h e fi r s t r i d e s i n i t when h e was a b o y. H e s a i d t h a t i t l o o k e d l i k e a buggy s e a t o n a
p l a t f o r m w i t h f o u r whee l s , and was s t e e r e d w i t h a h a n d l e o n a b a r a t tached t o t h e f r o n t a x l e .
By 1903, more e l a b o r a t e models were be ing produced w i t h a car r iage- type body, s t e e r i n g w h e e l ,
and ke rosene headlamps.

George C. Whiteside was D w i g h t ' s c h i e f mechanic, and t h r o u g h h i s ingenu i t y developed a c o u p l e
of innovations on t h e "Niagara" t h a t were w e l l b e f o r e t h e i r t ime . In 1903 he designed t h e fi r s t
t i l t s t e e r i n g w h e e l , a l s o a transmission t h a t t r a n s f e r r e d power to t h e wheels w i t h a d r i v e shaft
r a t h e r than a s p r o c k e t and c h a i n .

The Wi lson Automobile Company r a n i n t o fi n a n c i a l d i f fi c u l t i e s i n 1905, and t h e fi r m ' s a s s e t s
and equipment were purchased by t h e n e w l y formed LaSa l l e -N iaga ra Automobile Company o f Niagara
F a l l s . A f t e r t h e s e l l - o u t , George Whiteside l e f t Wilson and t o o k h i s p a t e n t s t o t h e E . R . Thomas
M o t o r Company o f B u f f a l o . A s a n engineer f o r Thomas, h e he lped equip s t o c k c a r s f o r r a c i n g
inc lud ing t h e "Thomas F l y e r " , t h e "Grand P r i x R a c e r " . and t h e "Around t h e World Car."

In 1982, wh i le on a v i s i t to t h e ant ique c a r museum at Stone Mounta in , Georg ia , we lea rned
t h a t G e o r g e Whiteside h a d l a t e r moved t o Georg ia where h e d i e d a t t h e age o f n i n e t y - t h r e e .
Thomas Pro tsman, c u r a t o r o f t h e museum, s a i d t h a t h e and Whiteside had been good f r i e n d s - - i n
f a c t he s e t t l e d Whiteside 's e s t a t e when he d i e d .

In 1987, a new, l a r g e r b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d n o r t h of t h e fi r s t b u i l d i n g to accomodate t h e
increasing number of c a r s . Dedicated as a Memorial to D r . John F. A r g u e , t h e b u i l d i n g is be ing
improved a s q u i c k l y a s funds become a v a i l a b l e . W a l l y Goodman and C l a r k St imson have r e c e n t l y
been appointed by t h e B o a r das co-chairmen of t h e ant ique c a r b u i l d i n g .

*k * * * * * * * * *
SOUTH OF THE BORDER:

J u s t a reminder t h a t o u r ne ighbors t o t h e s o u t h , t h e Cambria H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, w i l l h o l d
t h e i r annua l "Open House" at t h e C e n t r e on r o u t e 425, Sunday, October 21st* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: The most va luab le antiques a r e o l d f r i e n d s .* * * * * * * * * *

» f rom Noon to 5PM.



O c t . 1990 ( r a g e 2 )
LIBRARY GOAL WITHIN REACH: .

The Wilson F r e e L ib ra ry is making good progress in i t s on-going d r i v e to r e a c h i t s g o a l o f
$295,000 f o r renovat ion o f t h e present b u i l d i n g , and t h e " t e m p e r a t u r e " gauge o n t h e thermometer
t h a t r e g i s t e r s t h e funds received.h a s cl imbed o v e r t h e $200 , 0 0 0 m a r k .

The b u i l d i n g f u n d rece ived a special b o o s t r e c e n t l y f r o m two o f o u r s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s when
S e n a t o r John D a l y obtained a $33,000 g r a n t f o r t h e l i b r a r y , and Assemblyman Joseph P i l l i t t e r e
secured ano ther f o r $25,000.

I n o t h e r f u n d - r a i s i n g endeavors , a good response was h a d f r o m a m a i l i n g s e n t o u t t o 1500
alumni and f a c u l t y members o f Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l who a t tended p r i o r t o 1970. One c o n t r i b u t o r,
Bonnie Huguenor F a l l a , c red i ted Kay Ness,( former s c h o o l l i b r a r i a n ) w i t h h e l p i n g h e r " t o choose
books to r e a d t h a t helped me to g r o w . " Today, M r s . F a l l a i s a Re fe rence L i b r a r i a n a t Moavia
C o l l e g e in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Another c o n t r i b u t i o n was received f rom Ed Jedrejek, who
t a u g h t a g r i c u l t u r e and g e n e r a l science f r o m 1950 t o 1953.

S e v e r a l hundred Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y members h a v e a l s o cont r ibu ted g e n e r o u s l y to t h e
f u n d , and t h e i r i n t e r e s t and devo t ion to t h e i r o l d home town is we l l -exp ressed in a l e t t e r s e n t
in f r o m L u c i l l e Campbell K i r c h o f f of S a n f o r d , F l o r i d a , who w r o t e , "God w i l l i n g , I s h a l l be a b l e
t o c o n t r i b u t e each y e a r t o t h e Wi lson F r e e L i b r a r y. " - - a n d s h e ' s do ing j u s t t h a t .

Sons and daughters o f s o c i e t y members now l i v i n g in Wi lson have a l s o s e n t in donat ions f o r
t h e l i b r a r y t h e y used to f r e q u e n t d u r i n g t h e i r schoo l y e a r s , w i t h con t r i bu t i ons a r r i v i n g f r o m
a l l ove r t h e c o u n t r y,

The t r u s t e e s a r e g r a t e f u l f o r t h e s e expressions of confidence because i t ind ica tes t h a t they
recognize how va luab le t h e l i b r a r y is to t h e community.

The t a r g e t da te f o r complet ing t h e expansion p r o j e c t is s t i l l s e t f o r 1991- - the 80th b i r t h ‑
day o f t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y.

* * * * *k * *& * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

Rex S t a c y , f o r m e r owner of t h e S t a c y C o a l and: Feed C o . in Wi lson , w r i t e s t h a t he and "Winnie"
a r e coming a l o n g w e l l a t S p r i n g , Te x a s , and t h a t P a t and h e r husband now l i v e w i t h them. H e
r e c e n t l y s e n t some in fo rmat ion a b o u t h i s g r a n d f a t h e r , W i l l i a m H . Sm i th ,wh i ch w e s h a r e w i t h y o u .

W i l l i a m was o n l y 1 2 yea rs o l d when h i s f a t h e r d i e d a t B l a c k R o c k , and h e was s e n t t o l i v e
w i t h a s i s t e r in Wilson. L a t e r he wen t to Ohio to l i v e w i t h ano ther s i s t e r , and t h e r e he l e a r n e d
t h e Masonry t r a d e .

When t h e C i v i l War b roke o u t , h e e n l i s t e d w i t h B a t t e r y M , i s t N YL i g h t A r t i l l e r y . H e r e a l l y
w a s n ' t o l d enough t o j o i n b u t , a s t h e s t o r y goes , h e s t o o d o n a stump s o h e ' d l o o k t a l l e r . When
B a t t e r y M went i n t o ac t i on , i t was h i s j o b t o h o l d h i s fi n g e r over the a i r h o l e o n the cannon,
and when he removed h i s fi n g e r the cannon would fi r e . When h i s enlistment r a n o u t , he re turned
to Wilson where he re-en l is ted in B a t t e r y M as veteran Corp . Wil l iam H. Smith.

Battery Mwas engaged in most of t h e major battles of t h e w a r , and when it ended t h e men he ld
a reunion each yea r. In June, 1896, one was heldat Lake I s l a n d Park in Wilson where over 50
veterans and t h e i r fami l ies a t tended. Many had t h e i r dinners in t h e P a r k ' s D in ing H a l l , w i t h
food prepared by Mrs . Ha r r i s .

At 1:30PM, Chief B u g l e r P r a t t sounded t h e assembly c a l l , and the company was c a l l e d to order
by President Wil l iam H. Holmes. Some of t h e Wilson veterans present were, Byron Barbe r, Ryan
Furman, Reuben Craw fo rd , George Egge lson, Nicholas Campbell, Harr is Wr igh t , and Bennet Robinson.* * * * * * * * * *

Richard Wilson S c o t t o f Day ton , O h i o , wro te r e c e n t l y f o r i n fo rmat ion abou t h i s a n c e s t o r ,‑
L u t h e r Wi lson. W e s e n t h im a f e w o l d n e w s l e t t e r s , and h e was s u r p r i s e d t o l e a r n t h a t L u t h e r
had fi g u r e d so prominent ly in t h e e a r l y development of Wi lson.

M r . S c o t t is descended f r o m L u t h e r ' s s o n , G e o r g e W i l s o n , and he is a l s o r e l a t e d to t h e
Campbel ls t h r o u g h h i s . grandmother, A l i c e Wi lson S c o t t . She be longed to t h e D . A . R . because of
h e r revo lu t i ona ry war a n c e s t o r , Moses C a m p b e l l - - l a t e r , O l i v e r Campbel l served i n War o f 1812.

Richard no ted t h a t h i s U n c l e , F r a n k S c o t t , h a s done a l o t o f work o n t h e f a m i l y h i s t o r y ,
and t h a t f r o m 1952 t o 1970, h e p l a y e d p i a n o w i t h t h e Lawrence Welk O r c h e s t r a .

He s e n t copies of photos of L u t h e r Wi lson 's w i f e , Sa rah Stephans Wi lson, a l s o t h e i r home
a f t e r i t was t u r n e d i n t o t h e Wilsonian C l u b . A c a p t i o n under t h e p i c t u r e s t a t e s t h a t t h e C lub
was incorporated in 1916, and was a t h o r o u g h l y u p - t o - d a t e c l u b . I t had p a r l o r s f o r c a r d p l a y ‑
i n g , a b i l l i a r d p a r l o r , r e c e p t i o n and d i n i n g r o o m , a l s o dance h a l l and b o w l i n g a l l e y s . I t
Opened i t s doors t o t h e Red C r o s s and Fa rm C a d e t s , and had a p o l i c y f o r community b e t t e r m e n t .

A t t h e t i m e , B u r t o n L . G a l e was P r e s i d e n t , G . H e r b e r t S w i c k , V i c e P r e s i d e n t , and C l a r e n c e
Johnson, S e c r e t a r y - Tr e a s u r e r.

. * * * * * * * * * *

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:
Jean A r g u e , l s t Vice Pres ident of t h e ICMH b o a r d of d i r e c t o r s at Newfane, a t t ended t h e

ceremony h e l d r e c e n t l y n e a r t h e h o s p i t a l ' s f r o n t e n t r a n c e t o d e d i c a t e a new " H o n o r Garden" f o r
i nd i v idua ls who gave o f t h e i r t ime and t a l e n t o v e r t h e y e a r s . The l a t e D r . John F. A r g u e , who
was t h e d r i v i n g f o r c e i n g e t t i n g t h e h o s p i t a l b u i l t a t Newfane , was t h e fi r s t t o b e honored.

At tend ing t h e ceremony w i t h J e a n : were h e r daughters , Anne Faery and Sue Schearer. A l l a r e
L i f e Members of t h e Wilson Historical Soc ie t y.* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM VISITED:

J u l i e San tos and about 1 6 y o u n g s t e r s f r o m t h e day c a r e c e n t e r a t O l c o t t , v i s i t e d t h e museum
o n Aug. 2 7 t h , and were g iven a gu ided t o u r o f t h e b u i l d i n g s b y L u c i l l e U p t o n , Sa ra B e r r y , and
Don Croop. The ch i ld ren were very a t t e n t i v e a s M r s . U p t o n p o i n t e d o u t and t a l k e d abou t t h e
various e x h i b i t s . When t h e y v i s i t e d t h a t ant ique c a r bu i l d ing , one l i t t l e boy s p o t t e d t h e
r e c e n t l y renovated ' 5 7 Cad i l l ac w i t h i t s l o n g t a i l fi n s and excitedly s a i d , " G e e , t h a t l o o k s
j u s t l i k e Batman's c a r . " ;* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

B e c a r e f u l i f you " l i v e i t u p " s o y o u don' t have t o " l i v e i t d o w . "
ek *® & & «© & & & *& &
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BOARD -ACTION:

Dan K i n g , Finance Chrm. , proposed t h a t a new system of account numbers be used to r e c o r d a l l
sources of income and expenditures. A l s o , chairmen w o u l d rece ive a p p l i c a t i o n s on which p r o ‑
j ec ted funds necessary to c o m p l e t e proposed p r o j e c t s w o u l d be fi l l e d i n . These f o r m s would t h e n
be submitted to t h e finance committee f o r a p p r o v a l . Mot ion approved to f o l l o w p l a n as o u t l i n e d .

Doro thy M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r , r e p o r t e d o n r e c e n t meet ing a t tended b y Marion B a l y s z a k , F i e l d S e r ‑
v i c e Coord inator f o r t h e Wes te rn NY H i s t o r i c a l Agencies, who w i l l send a w r i t t e n r e p o r t d e t a i l ‑
i n g h e r suggestions f o r museum improvements.

Motion passed to g r a n t Wilson Business Associat ion t h e u s e of Barnum B u i l d i n g to h o l d t h e i r
a n n u a l pumpkin con tes t on O c t . 28 th f r o m 2 to 4 PM.

Discussion was h e l d on increased ‘ c o s t of o p e r a t i n g t h e museum and p u b l i s h i n g and m a i l i n g o u t
_ t h e n e w s l e t t e r , and a motion was passed t o r a i s e s i n g l e memberships t o $ 5 a y e a r ; Coup les t o

$8 a y e a r , w i t h j u n i o r s remain ing at $1 p e r y r . L i f e memberships w i l l be increased to $150 p e r
p e r s o n , and a l l new r a t e s w i l l become e f f e c t i v e o n J a n . 1 , 1991. I t was n o t e d t h a t t h i s i s t h e
fi r s t increase in membership dues s i n c e t h e s o c i e t y was founded in 1972.

Norm MacAski l l s t a t e d t h a t i t is impor tant t h a t a l l o f fi c e r s , t r u s t e e s , and o t h e r b o a r d mem‑
a t t e n d meet ings, and a mot ion was approved t h a t , “Any member who misses 3 consecu t i ve meet ings
o f t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s , ( w i t h o u t v a l i d excuse) may b e r e p l a c e d . "

N e t t i e Stimson r e p o r t e d t h a t o n l y t h e t a b l e s d o n a t e d t o t h e s o c i e t y b y t h e fi r e company may
b e loaned o u t . She noted t h a t many have been damaged b y c a r e l e s s use and h a n d l i n g .

C e l e s t e Crawford r e p o r t e d t h a t she now has a computer l i s t i n g o f a l l i d e n t i fi a b l e photographs,
and i s now work ing o n a way t o s t o r e newspaper c l i p p i n g s . She a l s o requested permission f o r a
meeting of D e l t a Kappa Gamma on D e c . 3 r d . Permission was g r a n t e d .

John Myers , P r e s . , announced t h a t t h e E a s t e r n N iaga ra C o u n t y Chamber of Commercew i l l have
a bus t o u r f o r b u s t o u r ope ra to rs , and each o p e r a t o r w i l l rece ive a p a c k e t o f i n f o r m a t i o n about
i n t e r e s t i n g p l a c e s a l o n g t h e i r r o u t e . Motion approved t o a i l o c a t e $25 f o r a d v e r t i s i n g , and t o
inc lude caboose pos tca rds and o t h e r museum brochures in t h e p a c k e t .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM HOSTESSES FOR OCTOBER:

Sa ra B e r r y , C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t museum a t t e n d a n t s f o r Oc tobe r o n Sunday a f t e r n o o n s from
2 t o 4 P M w i l l b e : O c t . 7 t h , Bob and Edna R o s e ; O c t . 1 4 t h , H o y t and E l e a n o r D e s s o ; O c t . 2 1 s t ,
Howard and Leona H u n t e r ; and O c t . 28 th , F e n t o n and Bessie C o l e .‘* * * * * * * * * *
OCTOBER PROGRAM:

Another program onr e c y c l i n g w i l l be h e l d at t he meeting on October 15 th . Refreshments w i l l
b e served a f t e r the meeting b y Maxine Jones and Sue S c h u l t z .* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

P lease welcome Robert and A l i c e Mugele o f Cassa lber ry, FL ; Thomas Mugele o f R o c k h i l l , SC;
and Wil l iam and Mabs M i l l e r of Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *
BEBEFIT TEA:

A "Benefit Tea" f o r the expansion fund of t he Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y w i l l be h e l d at t h e home of
M r s . F loyd C l a r k o n 1 Shore D r i v e , O c t . 2 5 t h , f r o m 2 t o 5 PM. A l l members o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i ‑
c a l Society a re c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d .

* *k * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

B u r t Jennings, 8 1 , d i e d at home, A u g . 2 3 , 1990, a f t e r a l i n g e r i n g i l l n e s s . A n a t i v e of W i l s o n ,
h e g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wilson H i g h i n 1929, a n d a t t e n d e d B r y a n t & S t r a t t o n Business S c h o o l i n B u f f a l o .

He was an a c t i v e member o f E x l e y Method is t Church w h e r e he served as chairman of t h e Adminis-‑
t r a t i v e B o a r d , Finance Chrm. , and B u i l d i n g Fund Chrman. H e a l s o se rved ,any y e a r s a s T r e a s u r e r
o f t h e Batavia D i s t r i c t T r u s t e e s o f t h e Wes te rn N Y C o n f e r e n c e .

He was one of t h e l s t Presidents of t h e Wi lson PTA, and f o r 12 yea rs se rved as a member and
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e School Board. He was a l s o i n s t i t u t i o n a l representa t i ve o f f o r m e r Boy S c o u t
Troop N o . 41 of t h e Lewiston T r a i l Counc i l . He was a c t i v e in t h e d r i v e to r a i s e funds to b u i l d
Inter-Community Hosp i t a l at Newfane , and a l s o served as a member and pres iden t of t h e Hosp i t a l
Board f o r 16 y e a r s . O ther o rgan iza t ions in which he was a c t i v e were Tonawanda Lodge #247, FS&AM;
Pas t President of t h e Tonawanda R o t a r y C l u b ; and Chrm. of t h e Wilson. Zoning Board of A p p e a l s .

I n 1972 h e became a c h a r t e r member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty a n d , a s a t r u s t e e , worked
d i l i g e n t l y t o h e l p make t h e Wilson Museum a f a c i l i t y t h e town can b e proud o f . H e t o o k spec ia l
p r i d e i n r e s t o r i n g t h e o l d 1903 New Yo r k C e n t r a l Caboose a n d , i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h i s , t h e Board
o f D i r e c t o r s h a s dedicated i t t o h i s memory.

Besides h i s w i f e , L o i s , h e l e a v e s ’ a d a u g h t e r , * M r s . Owen (Wendy) Hayes o f P a r k Ridge, I L ; a
g randson , and s e v e r a l nieces and nephews; a l s o i n - l a w s , M r . and M r s . Edward S t r u e b i n g , J r . , and
M r . and M r s . Norman S e n t z . Memorial Serv ices were h e l d at E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church w i t h
R e v. Donald F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g . * * * * * * * * * *

Alanson B iga low, 78 , d i e d unexpec ted ly a t I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane , a f t e r b e i n g
s t r i cken a t home, August 2 6 , 1990.

He was a n a t i v e o f Wilson and a d a i r y f a r m e r f o r many y e a r s . He at tended t h e E x l e y Un i ted
Methodist Church of Wi lson , and was a l s o a member of t h e Masonic Lodge of Wilson.

He is surv ived by a s i s t e r , Leah B iga low, and s e v e r a l cous ins . Memorial Serv ices were h e l d
a t t h e Hamil ton & C l a r k F u n e r a l Chapel w i t h R e v. Jacob Denny o f fi c i a t i n g . I n t e r m e n t was i n t h e
N o r t h Ridge Cemetery. * * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS: October 1 0 t h , Board o f D i r e c t o r s , D e p o t , 7 :30 PM.

October 1 5 t h , R e g u l a r month ly meet ing , D e p o t , 7 :30 PM.* * * * * * * * * *
BOTTOM LINE: F o r most c h i l d r e n , c leanl iness i s n ' t n e x t t o G o d l i n e s s - - i t ' s n e x t t o impossib le.* * * * * * * * * *
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MOVIE MEMORIES:
Many persons today may r e c a l l t hose s i l e n t movie days of t h e e a r l y 1920's w h e n , f o r t e n

c e n t s admiss ion , youngsters cou ld a t t end t h e l o c a l movie house and wa tch o l d f a v o r i t e s l i k e
Cha r l i e Chapl in , Harold L l o y d , or Tom Mix .

Movies g o t t h e i r s t a r t i n Wi lson a f e w years e a r l i e r when Timothy Wilson showed " fl i c k s "
i n t h e o l d p a v i l i o n a t Lake I s l a n d P a r k . S ince t h e p a v i l i o n was open o n a l l s i d e s , i t was
necessary f o r h im to p l a c e canvass cu r ta ins around t h e b u i l d i n g to s h u t o u t l i g h t and p r o t e c t
h i s audience f r o m t h e wea the r.

He used a hand-cranked carbon t y p e of p r o j e c t o r and h i s s o n , F l o y d , he lped him to operate
i t . F l o y ' s w i f e , t h e l a t e M a r g a r e t W i l s o n , remembered t h a t when ever t h e i r arms g o t t i r e d
c rank ing t h e p r o j e c t o r , t h e images o n t h e screen would s t a r t t o appear i n s l o w motion.

L a t e r , M idd le ton ' s H a l l was used to show mov ies , and benches were used f o r sea ts u n t i l
f o l d i n g cha i r s c o u l d be acquired. By 1910, h o w e v e r , t h e Conan t & B r y a n t Power C o . had ushered
in t h e new aye of e l e c t r i c i t y in W i l s o n , and F l o y d was a b l e to r e p l a c e t h e o l d hand-cranked
model p ro jec to r w i t h an e lec t r i c one.

Laura E i c k , who r e c e n t l y made h e r home i n F l o r i d a , reca l led t h a t t h e fi r s t movie she saw a t
Middleton's was the Presidential e lect ion of 1912 when t h e Democratic nominee, Woodrow W i l s o n ,
won a th ree way race between t h e Republican candidate, Wi l l iam H. T a f t , and t h e " B u l l Moose”
c a n d i d a t e , "Teddy" Roosevelt .

She a l s o noted t h a t fi l m s l i k e P e a r l White in "The P e r i l s of Pauline" were e a g e r l y awaited
each w e e k , b u t the b iggest t h r i l l of h e r g i r l hood years was when Rudolph Valent ino appeared
in "The Shiek".

In 1920, Seymour Ereon and Henry G i les b u i l t a hew t h e a t e r opposite Middleton's D r u g s t o r e
and H a l l which they named t h e "Gem". The movie equipment at Middletons was purchased and
i n s t a l l e d i n t h e new b u i l d i n g , and Floyd continued t o operate i t f o r about a year when Benjamin
S t o n e t o o k o v e r t h e j o b .

E l i zabe th Duxbury and I d a E r e o n s o l d admission t i c k e t s and a l s o dispensed popcorn, p rov ing
t h a t t h i s d e l i c a c y has been a f a v o r i t e w i t h movie-goers f o r a l o n g t ime .

The new "Gem" was a l s o used f o r some sen io r h i g h s c h o o l p l a y s , and S i l e n t movies had an
impressive a r r a y of p i a n i s t s who s e t t h e mood f o r t h e changing scenes on t h e b i g sc reen .

One of t h e fi r s t to p l a y p iano t h e r e was t h e l a t e E a r l McCormick w h i l e o t h e r inc luded
M a r j o r i e H u r l b u r t , F r a n c e s H u r l b u r t , H e l e n Borngraeber, A l i c e N e l s o n , L a u r a E i c k , and F l o r e n c e
P a r t i n g t o n P o r t e r .

In t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s , Ereon and G i l e s s o l d t h e "Gem" to Michael Radigan, and t h e b u i l d i n g s tood
vacan t u n t i l Francis Ta t e moved to Wilson and r e n t e d i t . He had been in t h e movie business
in Pennsylvania and in 1938 , a f t e r making some r e p a i r s and i n s t a l l i n g new s e a t s , he purchased
t h e  b u i l d i n g .

D u r i n g t h e n e x t 2 0 years h e r a n a v e r y s u c c e s s f u l movie e n t e r p r i s e i n t h e v i l l a g e , and h i s
w i f e , L e n a , ass is ted him at t h e t i c k e t window. A f e w p o p u l a r f e a t u r e s shown d u r i n g t h i s t ime
inc luded "Snow White and t h e Seven D w a r f s " , "K iss Me K a t e " , and "Gone With t h e Wind."

Wi lson l o s t i t s p o p u l a r movie t h e a t e r i n 1960 when t h e Ta t e s s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o Duane
H i l l , who tu rned it i n t o a b i l l i a r d p a r l o r . H i s business v e n t u r e disappeared f r o m t h e Wilson
scene when t h e b u i l d i n g was consumed b y fi r e o n November 1 8 , 1967.* * * * * * * * * *
BAKE SALE-NOV. 6 t h :

L u c i l l e U p t o n , Chim. of t h e Ways & Means Comm, h a s announced t h a t t h e r e w i l l be a Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y Bake S a l e a t t h e Town H a l l o n E lec t ion D a y , November 6 t h ,

L o i s Barnum w i l l be in c h a r g e of t h e s a l e , and would appreciate i t i f “ a l l of o u r members
would g e t behind t h e e v e n t and t r y to g e t t h e i r baked yoods at t h e town h a l l b e f o r e 10:00AM.

If you h a v e any questions, p l e a s e c a l l e i t h e r L o i s or L u c i l l e .* * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER HOSTESSES:

The f o l l o w i n g members w i l l g r e e t you a t t h e museum o n Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4PM:
N o v. 4 t h , Haro ld and C l a r a M a r c k s ; N o v. 1 1 t h , B i l l and Maxine J o n e s ; N o v. 1 8 t h , S i d and
Donna P e t t i t ; and N o v. 2 5 t h , G e o r g e and Mar jo r ie Lederhouse.

I f , f o r some r e a s o n , h o s t e s s e s a r e u n a b l e t o b e a t museum when s c h e d u l e d , P l e a s e n o t i f y
Sa ra B e r r y so a replacement may be f o u n d .* * * * * * * * * x
THANKSGIVING: The t ime of year when one species s tops gobbl ing and another s t a r t s .* * wkoe & kk & &k
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T,TRRARY DRIVE ON TRACK: ; ~

The d r i v e t o r a i s e funds t o r e n o v a t e t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y has been v e r y s u c c e s s f u l t o ,
d a t e w i t h t h e l a t e s t fi g u r e s a l r e a d y t o p p i n g $205,000 o f t h e p r o j e c t e d g o a l o f $295,000. The
fi g u r e t a k e s on added s ign ificanse when one r e a l i z e s t h a t t h e l i b r a r y was s t a r t e d many y e a r s
ago b y a group o f l o c a l c i t i z e n s a n d , because o f i t s unique o r i g i n , i s n o t e l i g i b l e f o r bond
issues o r t a x monies g e n e r a l l y used f o r most p u b l i c p r o j e c t s .

W i th t h e except ion of two g r a n t s rece ived f r o m S e n . John D a l y and Assemblyman Joseph
P i l l i t t e r e , m o s t o f t h e money r a i s e d h a s been donated t h r o u g h t h e g e n e r o s i t y o f Wi lson res idents
and f r i e n d s - - b o t h p a s t and p r e s e n t .

I n A p r i l , 1988, M r s . Jean S i d d a l l , who gradua ted f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f B u f f a l o w i t h a
M a s t e r s i n L i b r a r y Sc ience , accep ted t h e p o s i t i o n o f L i b r a r i a n , and h e r enthusiasm and coope ra ‑
t i o n w i t h t h e l i b r a r y b o a r d , has been a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r i n t h e p r e s e n t on-go ing d r i v e .

The Board is making eve ry e f f o r t to r e a c h i t s g o a l by promot ing community e v e n t s and send ‑
i n g o u t s p e c i a l m a i l i n g s to spread t h e word t h a t everyones h e l p is needed i f t h e renovat ion
p r o j e c t is to be completed by t h e end of 1991- - the 8 0 t h b i r t h d a y of t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y.

The c u r r e n t l i b r a r y boa rd i s under t h e d i r e c t i o n o f M a r g a r e t F r i t t o n , P r e s . , D r . Warren
B u t t o n , V i c e - P r e s . , Judy Okon iewsk i , S e c y . , C h r i s t i n e K a l a h a n , T r e a s . , a l s o Tom F a r e ,
Tina E l i a , Mary C l a r k , Kay N e s s , and H a r o l d " P a t " P a r t r i d g e .* * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER PROGRAM:

Barbara Mosher, Program C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t M i s s L o r e n a Garmezy, C u r a t o r of t h e
Niagara Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty Museum, w i l l b e o u r g u e s t speake r a t t h e November 1 9 t h
meeting o f t h e Wilson s o c i e t y.

M iss Garmezy w i l l p r e s e n t a mus ica l p rogram, "Songs From The A t t i c " which w i l l inc lude
se lec t i ons f r o m t h e V i c t o r i a n E r a to t h e 1920 ' s .

Refreshments w i l l be served f o l l o w i n g t h e program by Emma S c h r a d e r , Chmm., M a r g a r e t Wa i te ,
and Jane S i n c l a i r .

* * * * * * *k * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Mi ld red L. Schnoor has donated a s e t of c h i l d ' s d ishes w i t h k n i v e s , f o r k s , and napkins; a
C h i l d ' s C a s t o r S e t ; a B l a c k Shawl t h a t be longed to h e r g randmother, Anna Mar ie Klumpp; an
1890 Map o f t h e Town o f Wilson; F o l d i n g Automatic Camera o r i g i n a l l y owned b y Ben and Mary
Z a s t r o w ; Young Ladies embroidered and l a c e u n d e r s k i r t ; Wor ld War I Songbook f o r S a i l o r s and
S o l d i e r s ; a n d a Piece o f a B u f f a l o Robe.

Sumner S t a c y, Mineola, Texas: 4-Beacon L igh t s o f L i t e ra tu re (1934); V o l . I & I I , Niagara
County H is to ry (1921).

Douglas Smi th , Seven Va l l e y s , PA: One Dozen Confederate B a t t l e F l a g s f o r marking grave
of C i v i l War Confederate H o r s e , “ B i l l y Sherman". on Wilson-Burt Road.

Mark Hunt ington, Lockpor t : Photo of Wilson Bank employees taken dur ing t h e Wilson Centennial
in 1958. Inc luded in p i c t u r e , Barbara L o r t , Manuela Von H u e g a l , M i l l i e Croop. A l i c e N e l s o n ,
Eugene Pembroke, Mark Huntington

C a r l Wiepert, J r . , Newfane: Newspaper accounts of P r e s . John F. Kennedy's Assassination.
Barbara Goupi l , N. Tonawanda: Tr e d d l e , Singer Sewing Machine.
C a r l C ramer, Lockpor t : 2-Tube Te s t e r s , one qu i t e o l d ; a l s o 1-Sparks Signa l Tr a c e r.
Rex S tacy, Spr ing, Texas: Ch i l d ' s Book , "Valentine & Orson" (1890); "Our L i t t l e Ones

and t h e N u r s e r y " (1890) ; D o l l ' s Dressmaker Magazine f o r G i r l s (1892) ; E i g h t C o l o r A d v e r t i s i n g
Cards ; 1904 C o l o r e d Calendar ; Merchan t ' s G a r g l i n g O i l Almanac (1890); Newspaper p i c t u r e o f
Wi lson D i s t r i c t Schoo l # 1 & R o s t e r (1892) ; F o u r Photos o f Wi lson; P i c t u r e o f Wilson High
S c h o o l (1862) ; and p i c t u r e of P e t t i t Rendering & F e r t i l z e r Company.

B e t t y Hauseman: Two B a s k e t b a l l p i c t u r e s o f Wilson H i g h Team (1938-39) . Gordon Hauseman
i s i n p i c t u r e s ; Mob i l O i l Can f o r c a r museum and M a s t e r P l a n Map o f Wi lson.

Janice Grzybowski S i e v e r t : Keys tone 8mm Movie P r o j e c t o r w i t h owner manual and s p l i c e r ,
owned by May and D e l i l a h Grzybowsk i . A l s o , 1948-49 U m b r e l l a w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g h a n d l e .

L i n d a Ann Harrad: John Hami l ton 's "MotherGoose N u r s e r y Ryme Book" (1901)
N e t t i e Stimson: 1957 Hamilton & C l a r k Pos t ca rd i n good c o n d i t i o n , a l s o “ P e n t e c o s t a l Hymns"

owned b y H . S a n f o r d o f Wi lson.
John K r e s s : Bed Pan and Medical I n s t r u m e n t s .
Don Croop : Audio Tape o f Don R a m s d e l l , f o r m e r P o s t m a s t e r , reco rded a t h i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty

meet ing. I n c l u d e d on tape a r e remarks by Norm M a c A s k i l l , Whitney B a r n u m , and f o r m e r pos tmas te r,
H a r o l d A l b r i g h t ; Audio tape of I n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e l a t e P e a r l L e g g e t t of Ransomvil le on h e r
e a r l y exper iences in Wilson; Audio Tape of t a l k by B i l l Ganshaw at h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y meeting;
a l s o Ant ique Wrapping Paper R o l l e r f o r u s e i n s o c i e t y ' s " C o u n t r y S t o r e " e x h i b i t .* * * * * * * * x *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

J a n C l a r k o f B e a u f o r t , SC, a c o u s i n o f t h e l a t e P h i l i p B r o w n , w r i t e s t h a t she enjoys
g e t t i n g t h e N e w s l e t t e r . She l i k e s t o t h i n k o f Wilson a s h e r o l d home town even though she
was b o r n a t H o l l e y , N Y, o n t h e E r i e Ba rge C a n a l .

She wonders if t h e r e is anyone l e f t around Wilson who remembers h e r f a t h e r , A . A . H o u s e l ,
who at one t ime l i v e d w i t h h i s fi r s t w i f e in t h e o l d A l b r i g h t Homestead on L a k e S t r e e t in t h e
e a r l y 1900 ' s .

She n o t e d t h a t A r t h u r Arch ie H o u s e l was t h e fi r s t c a r salesman to introduce a u t o s to Wi lson,
and she s t i l l has reco l l ec t i ons o f a 4 -doo r t o u r i n g c a r w i t h canvass s ide cu r ta ins . H e r f a t h e r
was a l s o a n a r c h i t e c t , and h i s reason f o r coming t o Wilson was t o draw u p p l a n s f o r t h e o l d
Wilson S t a t e B a n k .

Jan s a i d t h a t she had those p l a n s f o r a l o n g t ime .
* * * *« * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS:
J u s t when you th i nk you have g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e s c h c 1new c o u r s e ’ g O o l o f e x p e r i e n c e , a l o n g comes a whole

* * * x * * * * * *
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DIABY OF A DEADMAN:

Some persons who v i s i t Wilson a r e in te res ted in l o c a t i n g t h e boyhood home of I r a P e t t i t - ‑
espec ia l l y i f they have r e a d a copy o f t h e C i v i l War n a r r a t i v e , "D ia ry o f a Deadman." I r a . as
M a n y o f us know, was ra i sed in t h e o l d cobb les tone house t h a t was b u i l t i n 1835 f o r h i s f a t h e r ,
C l i n t o n P e t t i t o n Maple Road, town o f Wi lson.

When war b r o k e o u t , I r a e n l i s t e d May 2 9 , 1862 a t L o c k p o r t , N Y, i n Co. B , 2nd B a t . , l i t h R e g t . ,
o f t h e 5 t h Army Corps . He s e r v e d th rough t h r e e major b a t t l e s u n t i l J u n e , 1864, when he was
Captured at Gaines' M i l l , V i r g i n i a , and s e n t to t h e infamous Andersonv i l le Stockade at Camp
Sumpter, Georgia,where he d ied and was b u r i e d on O c t o b e r 1 8 , 1864.

Dur ing t h e y e a r s h e served i n t h e Union Army, h e k e p t a d i a r y o f h i s d a i l y a c t i v i t i e s , and
it was f r o m t h i s d i a r y t h a t Jean P. R a y, in 1969, compi led h e r b o o k , "Diary of a Deadman."
M r s . Ray d i d extens ive r e s e a r c h on h e r b o o k , and wh i l e v i s i t i n g Wi lson, at tended a meeting of
t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y where she signed and d i s t r i bu ted copies o f h e r fi r s t ed i t i on .

The con ten ts of t h e book may be of s p e c i a l i n t e res t to descendents of e a r l y Wilson f a m i l i e s ,
many of whom a r e mentioned in t h e D i a r y as f r i ends or r e l a t i v e s of t h e P e t t i t f a m i l y .

“D ia ry o f a Deadman" i s n o t o n l y ava i l ab le a t t h e Wilson Museum, b u t a l s o a t many o u t l e t s
o f t h e Na t iona l P a r k Serv ice.

* * * * * * * * * *
MEMORIAL TREE:

Lor ine A l l g e i e r has had a " S u n s e t Red Map le " p l a n t e d o n t h e museum grounds i n memory o f
h e r husband, Ray A l l g e i e r , who was b o r n i n 1915 and d i e d i n March , 1990. A p l a q u e has been
ordered to mark t h e Memorial T r e e and w i l l be p u t in p l a c e by Elwin Upton when it is ready.

* * *k * * * * * * *
BOARD APPOINTMENTS:

F o l l o w i n g s e v e r a l ad jus tments , i t appears t h e Board appointments f o r 1990-91 have been
es tab l i shed as f o l l o w s :

C u r a t o r , Dorothy M a x fi e l d , B i l l F r i t t o n , P lanning Board Chrm. , Dan King, Finance Chrm. ,
Mar tha M a c A s k i l l , Depo t C h r m . , E l e a n o r M y e r s , Barnum B l d g . C h r m . , Wa l l y Goodman and C l a r k
St imson, A rgue B l d g . Chrm. , E l l s w o r t h McKelvey, Caboose Chrm. , (Pending), F i t t r o Shop Chrm.,
Wa l t e r K ropp , Grounds Chrm. , A l Wa i te , P l a n t S u p t . , Norman M a c A s k i l l , Niagara County Federa ‑
t i o n Representa t i ve ; and Edward A l l g e i e r , Nominations.* * * * * * * * * *
A BLOOMING IDEA:

W a l t e r K ropp , Grounds C h r m . , t h i nks i t wou ld b e n i c e t o p u t i n some w e l l - p l a c e d fl o w e r beds
to h e l p beau t i f y the museum grounds. H e ' s look ing f o r a c o u p l e of g a l g wi th the "know-how"
to h e l p him o u t , so i f any o f you "g reen - t hu rbe rs " would l i k e to he lp , p lease g i v e him a c a l l ,
(751-6460). Wa l te r says he can do t h e d igg ing necessary, b u t he doesn't know the fi r s t t h i ng
about p l a n t i n g fl o w e r s . ; .* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Ne t t i e Stimson repo r ted t h a t the Wilson Business Association theme f o r t h i s y e a r ' s C h r i s t ‑
mas celebrat ion w i l l be "Christmas By The Lake." Events w i l l be planned f o r every Saturday in
December, and they would l i k e Wilson Society to have tree- t r imming p a r t y on Saturday, Dec. l s t .

Newfane w i l l have t h e i r annua l To u r of Homes on Dec. 2nd, and t h e Wilson Museum w i l l be open
t h a t day should they care to include it on t h e i r t o u r .

Don Bur rows demonstrated one o f 5 secu r i t y /evacua t i on l i g h t s , and since he had prev ious
au thor i za t ion to g e t t h e l i g h t s , w i l l purchase and i n s t a l l them soon.

B i l l F r i t t o n , Planning Chrm. , n o t e d t h a t eaves and f a c i n g boards b e ’ ‘ n d t h e eaves a r e i n
need o f r e p l a c e m e n t . The finance comm. has requested a d d i t i o n a l funds f r o m S u p e r v i s o r Mosher
s o t h a t necessary r e p a i r s can b e made t o t h e t o w n ' s b u i l d i n g s .

Permission was g r a n t e d to t h e D e l p h i c C i r c l e to use t h e P a t t e r s o n Room f o r t h e i r meet ing
on November 1 3 t h .
' A mot ion was approved t o g r a n t t h e Wilson Sen ior C i t i z e n C l u b t h e use o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s
p a r k i n g l o t f o r t h e i r bus t o u r s . Th i s w i l l f a c i l i t a t e p a r k i n g f o r t h e seniors and e l im ina te
c o n g e s t i o n b y S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal Church o n L a k e S t .

T u c i l l e U p t o n , Chrm. of Ways & Means Comm., announced t h a t L o i s Barnum w i l l be in charge of
t h e s o c i e t y ' s Bake S a l e o n E lec t i on D a y.* * * * * * * * * *
WILSON HISTORY:

I t i s p robab ly t ime t o announce t h a t s ince 1981, y o u r N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r has been compi l ing
a h i s t o r y o f Wilson f r o m a number o f h i s t o r i c a l i tems t h a t have been used i n t h e s o c i e t y ' s
n e w s l e t t e r d u r i n g t h e p a s t nineteen y e a r s .

The book w i l l b e c a l l e d "Wi lson S k e t c h b o o k " , p r i m a r i l y because i t i s n o t a c rono log i ca l
h i s t o r y o f t h e t o w n , b u t r a t h e r a se r i es o f i n te r - re l a ted h i s t o r i c a l events and happenings in
t h e town f r o m 1810 t o t h e p r e s e n t .

The Boa rd o f D i rec to rs have d i rec ted m e to-prepare . m a t e r i a l f o r p u b l i c a t i o n , and a copy
has a l r e a d y been t u r n e d o v e r to Emma L o u Reppentine and Wanda Bur rows who vo lun tee red to r e t y p e
i t i n p u b l i c a t i o n f o r m . A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , many o f W i l son ' s o l d p i c t u r e s a r e b e i n g assembled
w i t h t h e copy p r i o r t o t y p i n g i t .

The book w i l l , we hope, s a t i s f y t h e ques t ion ra ised by many persons , "Why d o n ' t we have a
h i s t o r y of Wilson?"

Yo u r E d i t o r w i l l keep you informed on o u r p r o g r e s s , and when t h e p r o j e c t is completed, (based
o n t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f funds t o g e t i t p r i n t e d ) y o u ' l l b e t h e fi r s t t o know.* * * * * * * * * *
MEETING DATES: N o v. 6 t h , E l e c t i o n Day Bake S a l e a t Wi lson Town H a l l

N o v. 14 th Board o f D i rec tor Meet ing, m useum, 7:30 PM
N o v. 19th,Monthly Meeting, Patterson Room, 7:30 PM

* * k * * * * * * *
Bon MOT: You c a n ' t l o s e weight b y t a l k i n g about i t ‐ - y o u have t c keep your mouth shut.

* * * e k . K +* * x * * :
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A CENTURY OF MEMORIES:
An i t e m in an o l d newspaper sugges ts t h a t t h e reason so many p e o p l e have l i v e d to a r i p e

o l d age in Wi lson was because o f t h e a r e a ' s m i l d , h e a l t h y c l ima te . Whether t r u e o r n o t , one
h a s t o admit t h a t Wilson h a s had i t s s h a r e o f e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s - - p a s t and p r e s e n t .

Dur ing t h e p a s t decade, I d a Ereon was honoreé each year u n t i l she reached t h e remarkab le
age o f 11 0 , and t h o s e who knew h e r w i l l ag ree she was a s h e a l t h y and m e n t a l l y a l e r t a s many
persons much younger than she .

I d a saw a l o t o f h i s t o r y u n f o l d in Wilson as d i d another f o r m e r Wi lson ian , Bessie DeNeau
C r a w f o r d , who r e c e n t l y c e l e b r a t e d h e r 102nd b i r t h d a y o n October 4 , 1990.

Bessie was 9 months o l d when L a k e I s l a n d P a r k opened up in 1888, and when war b r o k e o u t
w i t h Spain in 1898, she was a t t end ing t h e o l d cobb les tone schoolhouse on P e t t i t S t r e e t . She
r e c a l l e d one t ime t h a t some o f t h e l o w e r g rades t e m p o r a r i l y met i n t h e f o r m e r F r e e Metho‑
d i s t Church on Washington S t r e e t , w h i l e some of t h e 7 t h and 8 t h g rade s tuden ts were t a u g h t
in the o l d vacant Wilson Creamery.

The Creamery was b u i l t in what is now p a r t of t h e h i g h school pa rk ing l o t across f rom where
F l a g l e r s used t o be . I t was c losed when most o f t he l o c a l da i r y farmers began shipping t h e i r
cream to Niagara F a l l s by r a i l .

The 7 t h and 8 th grades were l a t e r transferred from t h e Creamery to the o l d Town H a l l where
some of t h e h i g h school students were a l s o be ing t a u g h t .

When Bessie graduated in 1906, there were t e n seniors in h e r c l a s s and, as f a r as we can
determine, she is t h e o n l y one s t i l l l i v i n g .

When she was a g i r l , Bessie attended many ‘of the dances he ld in the o l d Pav i l i on at Lake
I s l and P a r k , and reca l l ed t h a t t he bu i l d i ng was open on th ree sides w i t h a r a i l i n g around i t .
A band stand was b u i l t in a l o n g t h e south s i d e , and s teps across t h e f r o n t or n o r t h s i d e , l e d
t o t h e r i v e r and b o a t l a n d i n g .

I t i s be l i eved t h a t t h e 40x70 f o o t P a v i l i o n was designed b y Harr ison A l b r i g h t , a P h i l a d e l ‑
phia a r c h i t e c t , and when fi r s t e r e c t e d was known a s t h e "Garden Opera H o u s e . " A c o l o r
l i t h o g r a p h i n t h e Wilson Museum shows how i t looked a s pa in ted f r o m t h e a r t i s t ' s memory.

The a r c h i t e c t u a l l y b e a u t i f u l o l d p a v i l i o n w i t h i t s k e r o s e n e lamps was t h e c e n t e r o f
a t t r a c t i o n f o r P a r k v i s i t o r s u n t i l a b o u t 1922 when t h e T u s c a r o r a C l u b was b u i l t around t h e
o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . I n 1979, t h e " T- C l u b " was burned down i n a c o n t r o l l e d fi r e , and t h e p r e s e n t
home o f F l o y d and Mary C l a r k was l a t e r b u i l t o n t h e s i t e .

Bessie DeNeau mar r i ed L u t h e r R . Crawfo rd in 1915, and t h e i r daugh te r, C l e o A n n e , a l s o g r a d u ‑
a t e d f r o m Wilson High School i n 1937, and l a t e r became a des igner f o r S t a n g a l P o t t e r i e s .

I n a r e c e n t l e t t e r , C l e o a t t r i b u t e s h e r m o t h e r ' s l o n g e v i t y t o t h e many years she spent
“ w a l k i n g and gardening in t h e c l e a n Wilson a i r . "

Bessie has t o u s e a wheelchair now a t h e r home i n S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F L , b u t C l e o r e p o r t s
t h a t " S h e ' s u p and a t 'em eve ry day i n h e r p a s t e l s l a c k s and T- s h i r t s . "

A l t h o u g h Bessie considers h e r s e l f t h e l a s t o f h e r genera t ion , she would l i k e to be remem‑
bered to a l l who knew h e r and "wish them a good up-coming Ho l iday S e a s o n . "

We w i s h to thank Bessie and a s s u r e h e r t h a t a l l who knew h e r w i s h h e r "A V e r y M e r r y 102nd
Christmas ce leb ra t i on . " * * * * * * * * * *
YULETIDE TRIMMING:

Remember when Joe H igg ins and B e t t y Stimson deco ra ted t h e s o c i e t y ' s fi r s t Chr istmas t r e e
at t h e Town H a l l in December, 1972? T h e n , in 1973, when t h e s o c i e t y a c q u i r e duse of t h e depot
f r o m t h e town f o r a museum and meet ing p l a c e , t r e e - t r i m m i n g p a r t i e s were h e l d e a c h y e a r .

The fi r s t outs ide decorat ions cons is ted of a l a r g e e v e r g r e e n w r e a t h made by J o e Higg ing a n d ,
a f t e r h i s demise, t h e t r a d i t i o n was c a r r i e d o n b y L o i s and t h e l a t e B u r t Jennings.

Outside l i g h t i n g e f f e c t s have included l i g h t s o n t h e l a r g e w r e a t h fl a n k e d b y two l a r g e
o r n a m e n t a l l a n t e r n s which were fi r s t p u t i n p l a c e b y D a r r e l l Smith. B o t h w r e a t h and l a n t e r n s
a r e c o n t r o l l e d b y a t ime c l o c k i n s t a l l e d b y Don B u r r o w s .

H o p e f u l l y more outside decorat ions w i l l be added by o u r younger, more v i b r a n t members, as
they s t e p fo rwa rd and h e l p t h e s o c i e t y announce to everyone in town t h a t t h e Christmas s p i r i t
i s a l i v e and w e l l a t t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT:

The d o l l a r d o e s n ' tgo v e r y f a r these days , b u t what it l a c k s in distance it makes up f o r
in  speed.

* * ve * + > ae « te a
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YANKEE DOODLE FITCH: .

D u r i n g t h e 1976 Bicentennial c e l e b r a t i o n , many i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r i e s were pub l i shed about
t h e American R e v o l u t i c n , b u t t h e one w e f o u n d most i n t r i g u i n g was t h e s t o r y how A m e r i c a ' s‑
p a t r i o t i c song , "Yankee Doodle" o r i g i n a t e d .

The song t a k e s o n added s i g n i fi c a n e e t o o u r l o c a l a r e a w i t h documented information showing
t h a t G a r y F i t c h o f O l c o t t , had a n a n c e s t o r, C o l . Thomas F i t c h o f N o r w a l k , C o n n . , who was g i v e n
t h e sobr ique t , "Yankee Dood le " , w h i l e lead ing American t roops dur ing t h e French and Ind ian War.

C o l . F i t c h was b o r n i n 1725 i n t h e F i t c h home o n E a s t Avenue, N o r w a l k , C o n n . , and g r a d u a t e d
f r o m Y a l e C o l l e g e i n 1764. I n R e v. S e l l e k ' s h i s t o r y o f N o r w a l k , h e s ta tes t h a t C o l . Thomas
F i t c h " fi g u r e d prominently in t h e F r e n c h and Ind ian Wars f r o m 1754 to 1 7 6 3 . . . . .and whi le h i s
f a t h e r , G o v. Thomas F i t c h , headed t h e Connect icut C o l o n y, l e d h i s t roops in t h e b a t t l e of
Crown P o i n t . "

American v o l u n t e e r s who went i n t o t h e E n g l i s h serv ice aga ins t t h e French , d i d s o a t t h e i r
own expense s o d i d n ' t wear t h e g o l d - b r a i d e d uniforms t o which t h e pompous B r i t i s h o f fi c e r s
were accustomed.

In 1755, C o l . F i t c h commanded a reg iment of American t roops t h a t j o i n e d a detachment of
B r i t i s h r e g u l a r s on an e x p e d i t i o n to Ticonderoga. On t h e way t h e y marched i n t o Greenbush,
(now Renssalear) w i t h C o l . F i t c h a t t h e head o f h i s raw- look ing , ragged t r o o p s , and causing a
“ w i t t y " Englishman to e x c l a i m , " S o t h a t ' s y o u r Yankee Doodle" . .and t h e nickname was immediately
a t t a c h e d t o C o l . F i t c h .

About t h i s t ime , D r . Richard Schuckburgh, a surgeon a t t a c h e d to t h e B r i t i s h army, was so
impressed by t h e uncou th appearance of t h e p r o v i n c i a l s o l d i e r s , he composed a song which he
c a l l e d "Yankee Dood le . " H e t u r n e d i t over t o t h e m o t l e y a r r a y o f American s o l d i e r s , and they
adopted i t a s good m a r t i a l music t o d r i l l b y , and t h e t u n e became v e r y p o p u l a r .

Some twenty yea rs l a t e r , du r i ng t h e American Revo lu t i on , many new verses were added to t h e
song--some about G e n e r a l Washington. The Cont inental t r o o p s adopted it as t h e i r f a v o r i t e
marching song, and were v e r y p roud to r e f e r to themselves as "Yankees" .

Descendents of t h e Co lon ia l Fi tches s e t t l e d in Wilson in 1829 when Enoch F i t c h , S r . , p u r ‑
Chased 100 acres of l a n d nea r what wou ld l a t e r be c a l l e d t h e F i t c h Road.

Frui t -growing e v e n t u a l l y became synonymous w i t h t h e F i t c h name, and in 1980, t h e fam i l y
c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r 150th anniversary of growing a p p l e s in Niagara Coun ty. Gary F i t c h , who
O p e r a t e s Ontar io Orchards in Wi lson, i s a t r u s t e e o f t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty.

* * * * * * * * * *
MAILING NOTE:

In o rde r to keep your news le t te r "on t r a c k " , p lease n o t i f y us when you move f o r t h e winter
and r e t u r n in the spr ing .

* * * * * * * * * *
BOOKLETS AVAILABLE:

It has been suggested t h a t a l i s t of t h e soc ie ty ' s booklets be p u t in the Newslet ter a long
w i t h t h e i r p r i c e and mai l ing c o s t . Since Christmas w i l l soon be he re , and they do make
reasonable g i f t s , w e t h i n k t h i s i s a t imely s u g g e s t i o n - - s o h e r e they are:

T a l l Ta les and Legends, $2.00; Churches of Wilson, $2.00; Land of Cobblestones, $1.25;
Val ient Men of B a t t e r y M, $1.75; Posta l Service“in the Town of Wilson, 50 cen t s ; Recipes
f rom the Wilson Histor ical Soc ie ty, $5.00; Wilson's Vanishing Heritage, 75 c e n t s ; The Story
o f Sunset I s l a n d , $2.00; The A l b r i g h t Opera House, 7 5 c e n t s ; The Wilson L i b r a r y, $1.00; The
S t o r y of B i l l y Sherman, $1.00; and Wilson's Roads, $1.25.

P l e a s e include 50 c e n t s f o r each booklet p r i c e d l e s s t h a n one d o l l a r , and $1.00 f o r each
book le t p r i c e d one d o l l a r and over, to cover c o s t o f m a i l e r and postage.* * * * * * * * * *
C I V I L WAR WIDOWS:

A r e c e n t Associated Press news i t em s t a t e d t h a t on October 1 6 , 1990, M r s . Daisy Wilson Cave,
t h e l a s t widow of a Confederate s o l d i e r was bu r i ed at Sumpte r, S C . , t hus ending another chapter
o f t h e C i v i l War s t o r y - - ~ o r s o i t wou ld seen.

A f e w days l a t e r , we received a n o t h e r Associated P r e s s news i tem f rom o u r grandaughter,
Dianne C. Brown of Las Vegas , N V . , t h a t appeared in t h e Las Vegas Review-Journal, October 20 th ,
under t h e heading, "Confederate s o l d i e r ' s widow says to w o r l g , " I ' m S t i l l H e r e . "

Indeed she i s . I t seems t h a t 21 y e a r o l d A l b e r t a (Mart in) marr ied 76 y e a r o l d William Mart in
in 1927, He d ied 5 years l a t e r a t t h e age o f e i g h t y. Today, A l b e r t a is the l o n e surv iv ing
member of t h e United Daughters of t h e Confederacy-~and a p p a r e n t l y a l i v e and " k i c k i n g . "

* * * * * * * * * *
LIBRARY UPDATE:

The " l e a k y " r o o f o v e r t h e ch i l d ren ' s room h a s been r e p a i r e d , and t h e demol i t ion o f t h e o l d
barbershop makes way f o r t h e p l a n n e d expans ion on t h a t s i t e .

F i n a l p l a n s f o r t h e l i b r a r y ' s renovat ion have been a p p r o v e d by t h e board who a l s o hope t h a t
t h e $90,000 s t i l l needed can b e r a i s e d i n t ime t o c o m p l e t e t h e p r o j e c t i n 1991.

P r i n c i p a l Ted G r o c k i , Gen. Chm. , be l ieves t h a t even though t h e f u l l amount has n o t y e t been
r a i s e d , t h e more t h a n $205,000 a l r e a d y contr ibuted is a remarkable achievement--considering t h e
s ize of t h e town.

The library's renovat ion p r o j e c t is t r u l y a h i s t o r i c under tak ing, and,. when c o m p l e t e d , w i l l
be remembered by residents as one of Wilson's "sh in ies t h o u r s . "

I t is p l anned to p l a c e contr ibutor 's names in a s p e c i a l vo lume f o r d i sp lay, and those who
cont r ibu te a t o t a l of $1,000 or more w i l l be honored w i t h a p l a g u e . Contributions M a y be mailed
t o t h e l i b r a r y a t 265 Young S t r e e t , Wilson, N Y 14172.

* * * * * * * * * *
SALE IS SUCCESS:

The society's Election Day Bake Sa le was one of t h e bes t h e l d in
and L u c i l l e Upton w ish to thank everyone who furnished a n d he

* * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: A government e x p e r t is cae who can compl icate simplicity,

kk * * * * * ** * *

y e a r s ana L o i s Barnum, Chrm.,
l p e d make it a success.*

*
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BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

Jonn M y e r s , P r e s . , announced t h a t t h e s o c i e t y ' s insurance coverage w i l l be approximately
t h e same a s l a s t y e a r ' s . 3

Changes in t h e b y - l a w s were approved by t h e b o a r d , and Don Burrows p rov ided cop ies to be
d i s t r i b u t e d a t t h e r e g u l a r meet ing i n November. (approved b y membership, N o v. 2 1 s t . )

E d A l l g e i e r , r e c e n t l y appoin ted chairman o f t h e F i t t r o Shop, r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e c o n c r e t e fl o o r
has been poured and t h e b u i l d i n g c l e a n e d . H e a l s o n o t e d t h a t s i d i n g o n t h e wes t end o f t h e

b u i l d i n g i s i n need o f r e p a i r . The wood i n t e r i o r i s b e i n g p r e s e r v e d i n i t s o r i g i n a l s t a t e ,
and p l a n s a r e underway to r e s t o r e t h e o l d blacksmith shop in t h e e a s t end of b u i l d i n g . Donations
o f b lacksmi th t o o l s a r e needed, and t h e search is on to l o c a t e an o l d a n v i l and be l lows . Please
n o t i f y Ed i f you c a n h e l p o u t , and he a l s o wishes to thank t h e l i vew i re crew t h a t has been
work ing w i t h him: O l l i e C l a r k , Al Wa i t e , E lw in U p t o n , W i l l y Rockwood, E l t o n K ropp & John Myers .

Don Bur rows r e p o r t e d t h a t funds w i l l be made avai lable by t h e town f o r necessary r e p a i r s
to i t s museum b u i l d i n g s , ané to p u b l i s h t h e s o c i e t y ' s h i s t o r y of Wi lson, "Wilson Sketchbook."

It was announced t h a t t h e Wi lson Business Assoc. has donated a 5 f o o t l a d d e r to t h e society
i n app rec ia t i on o f ho ld i ng t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l Pumpkin Con tes t i n t h e Barnum B l d g . l a s t October.

E l e a n o r Myers r e p o r t e d t h a t Bus To u r O p e r a t o r s who v i s i t e d t h e museum were p l e a s e d and i n t e r ‑
e s t e d i n t h e s o c i e t y ' s f a c i l i t i e s ‐ - e s p e c i a l l y t h e a u t o b u i l d i n g which t h e y f e e l w i l l a p p e a l t o
men in t h e i r t o u r groups.

N o r m M a c A s k i l l , 2nd Vice-Pres. o f t h e N i a g . C o . Federa t ion o f h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t i e s , r e p o r t e d
t h a t t h e 1987 " S p e a k e r ' s B o o k l e t " w i l l b e updated soon.

Mar tha M a c A s k i l l , Depot C r m . , r e q u e s t e d h e l p w i t h t h e t r e e trimming p a r t y o n S a t . a f t e rnoon ,
December l s t . Ce les te Crawford and Anne Faery vo lun tee red to t a k e charge o f indoor decorations
an¢ Don Bur rows o f f e r e d to superv ise ou ts ide decora t ions . R¥reshments w i l l be handled by L o i s
Barnum and Wanda B u r r o w s .

A discussion was h e l d on a sugges t i on to h o l d r e g u l a r meet ings du r i ng J a n . , F e b . , and March
on Sunday a f t e rnoons s t a r t i n g a t 2:00 PM. Reasons: To save f u e l c o s t s , and poss ib l y increase
at tendance dur ing t h e c o l d w i n t e r months. L e t Board members know how you f e e l - - a dec is ion w i l l
be made at t h e December meeting on t h e 1 2 t h .

A mot ion was made by L o i s Barnum, seconded by Wa l l y Goodman, f o r t h e t r us tees to meet w i t h
t h e town boa rd o n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f acqu i r i ng t h e Kudis p r o p e r t y n e x t t o t h e museum. Motion
was passed . (one n o and 4 a b s t a i n )

John Myers announced t h a t a l l chairmen should be p r e p a r e d , at t h e Dec . 12 th meet ing, to
submit t h e names of t h e i r vice-chairmen and committee members as w e l l as t h e i r budget needs
f o r 1991 to Dan King, Chrm. of t h e Finance Committee.(Forms are available f o r budget r e q u e s t s .)

Motion was approved t o meet w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Lucy Cur ley C o . , p r o f e s s i o n a l g r a n t
w r i t e r s and hear t h e i r p r o p o s a l . P r e s . Myers would l i k e t o hear f rom anyone who would b e
w i l l i n g to work on a g r a n t s comm., or has had any experience wi th w r i t i n g g r a n t s .

* * * * * L e , O k * * *.
DECEMBER HOSTS AND HOSTESSES:;:

Sara B e r r y , Chrm. , has announced t h a t t h e museum w i l l be open f rom 2 to 4PM f o r three Sun‑
days in December. Greeters w i l l b e , Dec. 2nd, D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith; Dec. 9 t h , Superv isor
Harold and Barbara Mosher; and Dec. 1 0 t h , Mayor t h a r l e s and Ann Branch.

Please note t h a t the museum w i l l be c losed to v i s i t o r s cu r ing January, February, and March.
Board meetings and r e g u l a r meetings w i l l be scheduled as u s u a l . The December Board meeting
is on December 12th , and the Regular Meeting w i l l be h e l d on December 1 7 t h .

* * * * * * * * * *
DECEMBER PROGRAM:

Barbara Mosher h a s announced t h a t a Christmas P a r t y w i l l be h e l d at t h e r e g u l a r meeting on
December 1 7 t h . P lans a r e be ing made and everyone is i n v i t e d f o r a sociable evening.

D u r i n g t h e p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s , a Christmas r a f fl e has been h e l d at t h e Dec . meet ing, and
t h i s y e a r t h e p r i z e s w i l l be a “Coun t ry A f g h a n " , a "Precious Moments Tree-topAngel", and a
"Vic to r ian Rose C o l l e c t i o n H o r s e . " A l s o , ’a Mys te ry P r i z e w i l l b e a n added a t t r a c t i o n , and may
o n l y be won by someone a t tend ing t h e meet ing.

Ti cke t donations may be made at t h e Tree-Trimming P a r t y or r e g u l a r meeting on t h e 1 7 t h ,
however, i f you cannot a t t e n d e i t h e r , send y o u r donations to Caro le Schnoor, T r e a s . , P. O . Box
386, Wi l son , NY 14172.

Refreshment hostesses w i l l be Emma Sch rade r, Ch rm. , Ru th Thomas, and S h i r l e y H u n t e r.
* * * * * * * * * * :

IN MEMORIAM:
Richard Reppent ine, 4 9 , d ied unexpected ly at Inter-Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane, on N o v. 13 th

f o l l o w i n g a n a t t a c k a t home.
B e f o r e h i s ret irement in 1984, he worked h i s way up to become S u p t . of Pub l i c Works f o r t h e

v i l l a g e of Wilson. Hewas a l s o a member of E x l e y Uni ted Methodis t Church , t h e Wilson Histor ical
S o c i e t y, and a n a v i d c o l l e c t o r o f an t i gues .

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , Emma L o u (Schrader) Reppent ine ; two c h i l d r e n , Kev in and k r i s t i n
Reppent ine ; two s i s t e r s , M r s . Leonard (Mary Jane) S t e f a n s k i o f Sanborn, and M r s . Lawrence (Diane)
Banks o f Wilson; a l s o th ree b r o t h e r s , A r t h u r o f Wi lson, Leon J r . o f Arizona, and Michael o f
Niagara F a l l s , N Y.

Serv ices were conducted by Rev. Dona ld F o l e y of E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church , Wilson, and
b u r i a l was in Greenwood Cemetery, Wilson.

* x * * * * *¥ * * *
SEND A BOOK:

Do y o u have a l o v e d one in t h e Persian G u l f ? Paperback books c o u l d h e l p a l l e v i a t e t h e mono‑
t ony of deser t l i f e . H is tor ica l s o c i e t y booklets wou ld a l s o be easy to m a i l . The address f o r
a U . S . s o l d i e r or airman is Opera t i on Deser t S h i e l d , APO New Yo r k , N Y, 09848-0006; f o r a U . S .
s a i l o r or marine, O p e r a t i o n Deser t S h i e l d , FPO New Yo r k , NY 09866-0006; They a r e there f o r y o u - ‑
b e t h e r e f o r them.

* * * * * * * * * be
AN OLD TIMER is a man who's had a l o t of in terest ing experiences‐-some of them t r u e .


