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Luther Wilson, considered the business genius of the family, was more
prominently identified with early enterprises in town than was his father.
He was untiring in his energy and public spirit, and there were few public
improvements that were’t a monument to his perseverance.

He started the village of Wilson by having part of his land surveyed into
streets and lots in 182?^. He was a leading merchant and produce dealer.for
many years, and built the harbor at the mouth of 12 mile creek. Many ships
were built in his boatyard, and in 1846 he erected a storehouse at.the har­
bor which greatly benefitted the farming community. He bought grain and
fruit, and by 1868, twelve to thirteen thousand barrels of apples were
being shipped from the harbor.

Luther enlarged his grist mill on West Young Street in 1837, but because
of water shortages, converted it to steam operation. Years later the mill
became a distillery operated by Thomas T. Martin but burned down in 1888.

In 1844, Luther built a large cobblestone hotel at the corner of Lake
and Young which was named the Ontario House. In that same year he was
elected to a term in the Assembly of the State Legislature.

He was one of the largest contributors of funds to build the Wilson
Collegiate Institute, and also donated eight acres of land to the Greenwood
Cemetery Association. He was a member 'of the State Militia and served as a
Captain of an artillery unit in the 66th Regiment organized under the State
Militia Act of 1830, Luther was in his seventies when he identified him­
self with the Christian work of the Methodist Church in Wilson.

RECOLLECTIONSt (The following are excerpts from a letter written by Lloyd
S. Smith of Ransomville, December 1, 1975»)

"I always lived in the Town of Cambria except from 1902 to 1906 when we
owned a farm in Wilson. I attended Wilson High School and there were 10 of
us who.graduated with the Class of 1906, Of these, six are still living
including W. Bronson Taylor, a native of Barker and author of the book,
"When Being A Boy Was Fun".

I "basket-boarded" with Eliza Jane Myers for $1.00 per week. The Faery's,
father and sons, drove a bus between the village and the depot carrying­
passengers for 100 one way, I rode on it when the weather was bad, but the
rest of the time I walked, carrying my basket of food on my arm.

In the wintertime the train would be late due to drifting snow at the
eastern end of Lake Ontario, We kids sometimes waited to nearly midnight
while.Mr. Patterson, the station agent, (who was very tolerant of us), kept
the fire burning in the big round oak stove,

A bachelor by the name of Jim Smith drove the stage between Ransomville
and.Lockport. He carried the mail and also did errands for business men and
residents along the way. North Ridge or "Sligo", as it was called in the
early days, had a comet band and the members rehearsed in a building across
from Laffler's store.61

««•»«**
HEALTH FRUIT 1 An old saying goes, "An apple a day keeps the doctor away,"
If true, Niagara County should be one of the healthiest places around. Long
known as the home of the tastiest apples grown anywhere, they are in abundant
supply tnis.year. Comparatively low in calories, they are a rich source of
natural fruit sugar. Acting on a suggestion from Karl Wright, apples have
Been placed in the museum for Sunday visitors on a "help yourself" basis.

&me displayed in an old apple barrel furnished by Peggy
ward. rwo bushel have already been donated by courtesy of Fitch Ontario Farms

' Board °£ Ti’ustees-Jan. 14th-museum at 8 PM. Regular meeting,
■Prosyam wili feature presentation by LewistonBicentennial Chorus with Rooert Kern of Sanborn conducting. Hostesses will be

"•***• Stimson, Chrm,. Chris Goodman, Kay Ness, and Helen Stevens.



IN MEMORIAM: The Society expresses its condolences to the family of the
late Mr. Harold Singer. Mr. Singer, who once maintained the electrical
lines in Wilson, was also a well known farmer for many years.

******
NEW MEMBERS: The Society extends a cordial welcome to Mr. and Mrs. George
Linnabery of Wilson and son Miles of New Mexico. Also Mr. Walter Wilson of
Wilson: Mrs. Gordon Gushee of Youngstown: Dr. Richard Loomis of Fallbrook,
California, and Mrs. Hazel Hamilton of Dunedin, Florida.

******
CHRISTMAS PARTY: There was a large turnout for the annual Christmas party
that featured a variety of entertainment for both young and old. A Christmas
Carol "Sing-a-long", with Mrs. Jean Weaver at the piano, was enjoyed by all.'
Norm MacAskill treated the youngsters to several appropriate.poems including
the old and a new version of "The Night Before Christmas"■ His wife joined
him in a special humerous recitation that had everyone "cracking.up". Santa
Claus suddenly appeared and saw to it that everyone received a gift.- We
understand that Joe Higgins used his influence to get St. Nick to drop by.

******
QUILTERS: Florence Schultz and Beryl Tovell expect to have the Bicentennial
quilt ready to work on by the middle of this month. It will be especially
attractive with 50 squares featuring the State Flower with patches placed
in order of each State’s entrance into the Union. The quilt is to be set up
and worked on at the home of Mrs. Schultz which is at 2419 West Lake Rd.,
i mile west of Ransomville Road.

******
IN THE NEWS: Walter Moxham.Jr. has been appointed an Assistant Niagara Co.
Attorney Dr, John Argue has been elected President of the Gross Medical
Society for the year 197o»******
MUSEUM AQUISITIONS: Woolen socks and heavy mitt used by Herman Schnoor in
early 1900’s, from Mildred Schnoor? Inside Caboose Lamp and 1882 Graduation
Program for Wilson Union School, from Mr. Jack Schramek; 1875 Black Velvet
Hat with Sequins worn by Caroline Hahn Ganshaw, from Mrs. Florence Jacobs
and the Herman Ganshaw family? also a 1902 handmade corduroy baby coat and
white hand embroidered under pants worn by Rose Koeppen Ganshaw on her
wedding day, Jan. 29, 1902? also a wedding invitation to Miss Flora Smith
for the marriage of Grace Sutherland and John Diez, June 12, 1895. and one
to Mr. and Mrs. Ellsworth Pettit for the marriage of Grace Lois Boyd and
Dr. John Oliver Moore, June 17, 1897,- donated by Eloise Culverwell.

******
SOCIETY WORKERS: Recent Bake Sales gave the treasury a boost thanks to the
efforts of Lois Barnum, Chris Goodman, Sara Berry, Bessie Cole, and Mildred
Lonsbery (plus all who furnished).....Fred Berry placed the ropes along the
driveway to protect the east lawn from autos.....Meeting room ceiling has
been stuccoed and painted by Dianne Albright, Lois Barnum, Peggy Ward, Carol
Schnoor, and Sue Cruickshank. After a step ladder collapsed with Peggy Ward,
the job was made easier with a scaffold provided by Jim Fleckenstein.

******
SPECIAL DISPLAY: The two small Hudson type steam locomotives built by Norm
Grunhoeffer were on display and attracted much attention at the"Big E"
railroad display held in the Exhibition Center, Main Place, Buffalo, during
the month of December. Wilson’s Bicentennial Brochure' was "blown up"
and prominently displayed above engines

******
BY LAW #1: Museum and facilities may be used by other adult organized
groups by applying to the museum committee. Upon recommendation to Board of
Trustees permission may be granted.

****** ,.w_,
MONTHLY EXHIBIT: The museum exhibit for January will feature items donated
to the Wilson Historical Society, Hostesses for each Sunday afternoon in
January will be as follows? Jan. 4th, Janet Sporleder and Doris Tarr?
Jan. 11th, Barbara and Adorno Johnson: Jan.18th, Jerry and Earle Swann?
Jan. 25th, Dorothy and Edward Lort.

******
THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Lydia Berlin Southard was bora in Wilson in 1903. She
obtained her early education at the Daniel’s Rd. School, Wilson High School,
Buffalo Normal School, and State Teacher’s College at Buffalo. She retired
as Principal of the Ransomville School. Mrs. Southard belongs to the
Episcopal Church, Eastern Star (268), Ladies Auxiliary Guild, Hospital
Auxiliary, Ransomville P.T.A., and Retired Teacher’s Association. Lydia’s
father, Victor C. Berlin, was a Wilson Supervisor and served as Chairman of
the Niagara County Board of Supervisors for five years. Mrs. Southard’s
grandfather, on her mother’s side (Edith Hamblin), served in the Civil War,
and her great grandfather, John Hamblin, is the only Revolutionary War
soldier buried in Greenwood Cemetery.

* * * * * *
THOUGHT FOR TODAY: "The best way to stop financial "joy riding" is to
arrest the chauffeur, not the automobile." (Woodrow Wilson)
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TOPOGRAPHY-TOWN OF WILSON
The land development and progress that have "been made in Niagara County

and the Town of Wilson may more fully be appreciated when one considers
that in 1821, the year that the Erie Canal was started through the County,
almost all the area was an unbroken wilderness. In fact, the Ridge Road
was the only passable highway for immigration into the area.

The advantages of the Ridge Road (now route. 104) attracted the early
settlers because it presented a natural path through the primeval forests
high above the swamps on either side. From Warrens Corners to Dickersonville
the highway was always passable, but to the north, except in dry months or
winter, the lands were almost impenetrable. As a result, some early settle­
ments were made at places like Wilson, but most were along the Ridge or
Niagara River.

Fortunately, the gradual descent of 155 feet from the Ridge to Lake
Ontario made it possible in coming years to drain and open the fertile lands
for agriculture. The town of Wilson lands were suitably rich for a variety
of fruits and vegetables-with apples, pears,- and grapes becoming the prin­
cipal fruits grown. The soils in the northwest were mostly clay and good
for raising wheat, while the middle and eastern sections had a great
diversity of soil ranging from gravelly to sandy and muck. Southwest areas
of the town contained arable gravel and sand, especially good for raising
peaches.

The east branch of Twelve Mile Creek crossed through the center of town,
while the west branch drained the northwest corner. Hopkins Creek ran in a
northeasterly direction from the central part of town.

**********
WELCOME: Miss Mildred M. Hammond of Winnepeg, Canada is the latest addition
to our membership rolls. One might say we are now an "International" Society.

*** *******
IN MEMORIAM:. The Society's deepest sympathy is extended to the family of
Mr. Harold Hoople who passed away recently. Mr. Hoople, who liked being
referred to as a "Rockhound", presented an interesting talk and display of
his collection at a meeting during the past year.

**********
TRUST FUND: The Board of Trustees has approved a recommendation of the
Membership Committee to make a $100 Life Membership class available to the
membership. It is believed that such a policy is a sound one and might
well be the start of a trust fund in wliich Memorials or Bequests might also
be added. Money accumulated in such a fund would be protected by State Law
with interest providing an ever increasing annual income. It is an intriguing
thought if you consider that by purchasing a "Life Membership", your invest­
ment will be working for the cultural improvement of your community long
after you have passed away. Think about it!

**********
PATTERSON ROOM: A recommendation from the Wilson Bicentennial Committee was
approved at the January meeting to name the new meeting room the "Richard
Patterson Room". Mr. Patterson was the depot station agent for 33 years.

**********
NEW FAIR CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Eleanor Myers has been appointed by Doctor Argue to
head up the Annual Fair which will be held on Monday, May 31st. The Fair
will represent the Society's Bicentennial effort this year, and we urge
everyone to give Eleanor the fine co-operation and support that was given
to Millie Croop over the past three years. The Society commends Millie for
a job well done.

**********
BON MOT: If a man can see both sides of a problem, you know none of his
money is tied up in it. (Verda Ross)

**** ******



MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS! Pictures of Wilson people and scenes, from Anna Mae
Nevinsj Very old baby dress worn by Bira Marion Howard, from Beulah
Einsteinj "Log Cabin" quilt stitched in 1928 by Edna Croop, Part of Black '
Cashmere Shawl (184-0) worn by Sarah Johnson Canner» 6 linen towels, dresser
scarf with tatting, 1906 almanac, 1900 pearl handle knife, misc. collection

studsand cuff links, and Clarence Sesqui-Centennial Plate, from
Stella Croop Stinehoff; Picture of train # 1572 taken in 1909-10 at Wilson
with Silas Hamilton in the cab, from Mrs, Hazel Hamilton) Picture of Silas
Hamilton and Merle Clark taken in Winter Garden, Fla,, in 1908,from Mrs.
Hazel Hamilton) Wedding certificate of John W. Ames and Elizabeth Thorton-
both of Wilson- on November 17, 1859, from great great grandaughter Dorothy
Thilkj Niagara Falls Gazette edition "The New Niagara Development links
Power with Beauty" 2/6/1961, Niagara Gazette edition "The Niagara Trail"
8/24/1975, from Mr. Charles Messersmith) 2 leather bound books, "David
Copperfield"-1906-and "Works of Washington Irving"-1858, from Mr. Henry
Perry) and Double 2 drawer steel file, 1/4 horse electric motor, and
enlarged photo of "Van Horne’s Mill" at Burt, from Millie and Don Croop.

**«■*■»*****
LIBRARY: The Library Committee would like to acquire two books for the
Library. Perhaps you know some one with the following editions available:

’Cycleopedia of Biographes and Portraits of Niagara Countyedited by
Samuel T. Wiley and W. Scott Gamer (I892) and "Landmarks of Niagara County"
by William Pool (1897)

MONTHLY EXHIBIT: Articles of clothing worn in the Bicentennial Fashion Show
sponsored by the Elbertas Mother Club, Lake Shore Mothers Club, Delphic
Circle, and Gnostic Guild, are being exhibited this month at the museum.
Museum attendants for the month on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 4 will be:
Feb. 1st, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dinse; Feb. 8th, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sharpe; Feb.15th
Mr. and Mrs. Merrit Cake; Feb. 22nd, Mr. and Mrs, Ed Feigenbaum; and Feb.29th
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gamble

***■»*•»■»***
BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE: A small placque has been acquired to place on the
caboose (1909) donated by J. Robert Stephanski,Jr .... the committee is also
attempting to establish the site of the largest tree in the town of Wilson.
Anyone who can assist by suggesting the location of likely specimens, please
contact Dorothy Thilk.....Tickets are now available at 250 each on the
Bicentennial Afghan which the Wilson Bicentennial Comm, acquired. Proceeds
will go to the Historical Society building fund. It will be presented to
the lucky winner at the March meeting when the Town and Village will receive
recognition as an official Bicentennial Community.

CORRESPONDENCE: A recent letter from Wilfred H. Moody of Hamden, Conn,
had enclosed two fine poems written by him in memory of his wife, Ilna Force
Moody, and son, Brigadier General Alfred Judson Force Moody. Space prohibits
printing them here, but members may see them by contacting Millie Middleton.

DOG POWER: The Beutel family of Chestnut Road once had an eight foot long
treadmill which was operated by dog power. "Rover" was trained to churn
butter by awarding him cookies for his efforts. The Elmer Donner family got
it and took it home for their children to play on in the 1940’s.

»«*»*****«
FEBRUARY MEETINGS: February 11th- Trusties will meet at 8 PM at Museum.
February 16th- Regular meeting at 7:30 PM. Program will be about valentines.
Charles Boyer, Curator of the Niagara County Historical Museum, will be
guest speaker and display his collection. Hostesses will be Ella Mae Peters,
Gwenn Wright, and Zilpha Petty. Bicentennial- Dorothy Thilk’s, 10AM Feb. 9th.

«•««■*»*****
QUILTERS ALERT: An exceptionally beautiful Bicentennial quilt has been
stitched together by women of the Society, and quilters may now work on it
Mondays through Thursdays from 9 to 3 PM. at the home of Mrs. Florence
Schultz, 2419 West Take Road. Bring a sandwich if you like—Mrs. Schultz will
provide coffee.

BICENTENNIAI BALL: The Wilson lions Club are sponsoring a Bicentennial Pall
at the Lockport Elks Club, February 21, 1976, with dancing from 9’00 to 1:00.
Don Kellers Band will play and admission will be limited to 150 couples at
$5.00 per couple. A program and bus service from Wilson is in the planning
stage. Tickets are available from any Lion's Club member.

»■»*«•*****•*
LEWISTON CHORUS: A fine presentation of patriotic songs by the Lewiston
Bicentennial Chorus was. well received by an appreciative audience at the
January meeting. The group was.attractively dressed for the occasion with
the ladies wearing long dark blue skirts topped with white blouses, and the
men sharply attired in red jackets. Some of the selections sung were "This
is My Country", "God Bless America", "Battle Hymn of the Republic", "Chester",
"Old 100"-with everyone joining in "The Star Spangled Banner". The choral
group, directed by Bob Kerns of Sanborn, is a credit to the Town of Lewiston.
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Henry Lockwood came from Canada in 1808 and settled at the northeast
corner of town on lot #77. He returned to Canada when war broke out and the
property was acquired by John S. Cudeback in 1813, s'

Robert Waterhouse, from Conn., also settled herp^in 1808 on lot #1 in the
southern portion of the township.

John Eastman and family, along with Gilbert Purdy, came to Wilson in 1810
with the Reuben Wilson family. Eastman remained on his lands until 1818 when
he exchanged property with James Cole of Hartland. Purdy helped Eastman and
Wilson build their cabins, then in the fall of 1810, acquired 100 acres of
lot #26 where he built a home and moved his family from Coburg, Canada.

Erastus Barnard came from Royalton in 1810 and lived for a time with his
father-in-law, Stephen Sheldon. He then settled on lot #16 where he made
some improvements—then moved to the present Town of Porter.

Also, in 1810, three germans and their families from the Mohawk Valley,
Vosberg, Wood, and Gray, settled on quarter sections of lots #2h and #25.
Their farms were later purchased by Stephen, John and David Tower in 1818.
The Tower Brothers,came from Mass, and became prominent citizens in the
Wilson Community. , < . -

The Goodman family also settled in Wilson in 1810 in an area now encom­
passed by the Village. . ,

Two other families arriving here in 1810 were the Dexter Spragues and
the Robert Edwards’s. They settled on lot #63 but when war broke out, moved
to the Ridge in Hartland. The Edwards lands were acquired by David Porter
in 1813.

Elijah Mallory came from Coburg, Canada in 1811 and settled on lot #82. He
owned a team of horses so was required to help build a log causeway from
Wrights Corners to Warrens Corners, His family lived in Wilson for many
years.

Richard and William Knowles, drafted by the British, managed to escape
and came to Wilson in 181^. Richard located on the west part of lot #8,
and William located on the north part of lot #7.

Henry Barber and Nathan Pratt left Canada to escape the draft and settled
here in 1815. Barber lived on lot #89 while Pratt settled on lot #8.

John Carter and Adam Stevens also settled here in 1815. Carter made his
home in the southwest portion of town on lot #72, and Stevens settled on Lot
#63 previously owned by Dexter Sprague.

Abram Hutchins, a soldier in the war of 1812, came from Livingston County,
and settled on all of lot #88 in the year 1816.

**********
"LAND OF COBBLESTONES"1 is the latest booklet about Wilson available from

the Society. It was prepared and published by the Wilson Bicentennial Comm.,
for use in conjunction with the "Cobblestone Trail" which starts at Nettie
Stimson’s "Country Barn Shop" on Lake Street. The booklet contains a trail
map and brief descriptions of each stone house along the trail. It is being
sold for $1.00 per copy with proceeds to be used to help complete new meeting
room. Mail orders will be accepted for $1.00 plus 250 for mailing.**********

"THUMBNAIL SKETCH"s Donald George Southard was born in Lockport in 1898.He
attended grades and high school at Lockport, and later became an empjyee of
the U. S. Government Corps, of Engineers. He is a member of Grace Episcopal
Church, Ismalia Shrine Temple of Buffalo, Masonic Order Ontario 376, and
32nd degree Buffalo Consistory. His father, George, was Supt. of Corson
Printing and Manufacturing, Lockport. Both Mr. Southard’s grandfathers served
in the Civil War and one, Sgt. Major Henry Clay Willard, was held prisoner
200 days in the Confederate prison at Andersonville.

**********



FAMOUS SONi Richard Morrison Patterson was born in Lachute, Quebec, Can.
August 4, 1864, His father took him out of school to work in a grocery store
when only ten years old, but he became self-educated, especially in history.
He was one of the pioneer telegraphers of the Canadian-Pacific railroad where
he started at a new station in a wilderness area with no name. Here the
Indians taught him how to hunt and fish and supplied him with food and furs
for blankets.

The story is told that before Richard was married, his bride-to-be worked
as a.telegrapher on the same line, and their courting was done during slack
evening hours by telegraph key. He later moved to Wilson where he was the
station agent for 33 years. Mr. Patterson once lived in the house on Lake
Street now owned by Doctor Argue. He was known as a very kind person, and
taught the adult Bible Class at Exley Methodist Church for many years. He
retired in 193^ and died 12 years later on August 10, 19^6.

(Note: At this month's regular meeting, the new room will be dedicated as
"The Richard M. Patterson" room.)

«*******■»*
LIFE MEMBERSHIP: A motion was made, seconded, and approved at the

February meeting to adopt a recommendation by the Membership Committee to
have a Life Membership Class for $100 per person. Mrs, Norman (Dorothy)
Thilk, Mrs. Frank (Mildred Moody) Eakin, and Mrs. Donald (Mildred) Croop,
have the distinction of being the first Life Members in the Society.

The Society is happy to also welcome two new annual members: Mr. Louis
Schorb of Clearwater, Fla., and Mr. and Mrs. Myron Moyer of Wilson.

*■»**•»«•■»***
IN MEMORIAM: The Society sorrowfully acknowledges the demise of Mrs.

Margaret Bieda of Key Biscayne, Fla, and extends its condolences to her loved
ones. The Biedas were well-known in the Community, and once owned the "Wilson
Star" and the local drugstore.

**•»*«•*■»***
MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: From Robert Pluff-Caboose Stove; From Mr. Charles

A. Horton- An 88 yr. old framed print of Washington and his family; From
Harold Horton of Newfane- A brown leather medical bag that belonged to Dr.
Schoemaker; From Dorothy Thilk- Silver slipper, gold trim glass souvenir
mug of Wilson,N.Y., and framed picture of George Washington; From James
Hescox- Wilson Womens' "WCTU" Book------ Club organized April 9, 1880. Book con­
tains minutes to 1918; From Mrs. Alonzo Swick- Mae Ferguson- Picture of
Miller and Brown store, General Merchandise; From Hazel Hamilton- Picture of
husband, Silas, taken in 1962, and newspaper clipping of old 999.

FAIR CHAIRMEN: Eleanor Myers, Chrm. fdr the Bicentennial Fair to be held
by the Society on Memorial Day, has announced her Comm. Chrm. as follows:
Dealers-Anna Mae Nevins, Verna Caufield, and Joe Higgins; Ceramics,booklets,
etc.-Milford Campbell; Food-Lois Barnum; Candy-Bessie Cole and Sarah Berry;
Balloons-Tom Sharpe III; Coffee and Donuts-Millie Middleton; Coffee and pie-
Betty Stimson; Fish Pond-Sue and Rodney Toenniessen; Flea Karket-Jim and
Sharon Monroe; Membership-Marion Campbell; Museum-Millie Croop and Peggy
Ward; Movies-Douglas Smith; Antique Cars- Doctor Argue and Ken Tracey;
Publicity-Norm MacAskill and Don Croop; Parking-Tom Sharpe,Jr;Hot Dogs, the
Arthur Schnoors. ***»■»***«■»

BICENTENNIAL NOTES: The Town of Wilson will receive recognition at this
month's meeting as an official Bicentennial Community the Bicentennial
Afghan will be presented to the lucky winner also,.....The month of February
saw the completion of two more successful Bicentennial events- The Lion's
Club Bicentennial Ball at the Elk's Club in Lockport, and the South Wilson
Fire Co. "Folk Dance" held at the Fire Hall Brownie Troop 44 of Wilson
recently presented the Museum with two bars of "Old Fashioned Soap" made by
them as a Bicentennial project. Brownies were instructed in the old method of
mixing lard and lye, and the bars were fashioned in a 100 yr. old cast iron

AROUND THE MUSEUM: A word of thanks to Art Schnoor for the time and effort
expended to thaw out the frozen sewer lines.....we also note that Willard
(Bob) Rose weather-stripped the front door. This will undoubtedly help on
our fuel costs Ora Pettit is also to be commended for placing a new
rubber seal on the old refrigerator.....and last, but not least, the Fashion
Exhibit for February was prepared by Ernestine Walpole and Eleanor Myers.

MEETINGS: March lOth-Board of Trustees at Museum at 8PM. March 15th-
Regular Meeting-Museum at 7s3° PM. Program will be on "Antique Lighting" with
Mr. Lyle Kurtz of Newfane as guest speaker. Hostesses will be Bessie Cole,
Marion Pettit, and Donna Pettit.

The monthly museum exhibit will follow the theme of "Advertising". Frances
Cake will be in charge. Call her if you can be of help. Hostesses will be:
March 7th, Joan and Bob Hartz; March 14th, Ed and Ella Mae Peters; March 21st,
Whit and Lois Barnum; March 28th, Jerry and Barbara Hathaway.

VISITORS: 19 Guests from the "Foothills Trail Club" were impressed with
museum and work accomplished by membership.



cZP’J nun ‘kOSHM
ovoy w.c.' sf tiro a '•»?$

h’Viayucn ‘ *ci:: *i 1 c: r QjLGT’u

A13I30S ’170 • LvJ - I :• .*.0311.1

THE WAR OF 1812
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The War of 1812 caused much desolation, panic, and alarm 'on the Niagara
Frontier. Marauding parties of British and Indians spread through the area
until there was little left to destroy. One act, more than any other, may
have been the cause for the attacks on American pioneers. Col. McClure, an
American Commander, was garrisoned at Fort George with only 60 men to defend
it. When the British marched to recapture the Fort in 1813, McClure retreated
across the Niagara to the American shore. Before leaving, however, he ordered
his men to "put the torch" to the British village of Newark.

Incensed, the British landed a large force at "Five-Mile-Meadows" , and
moved on Fort Niagara, Pickets were captured before they could give an alarm
and the gates of the fort were found open. The garrison of ^$0 men were
easily captured and many slaughtered by the enemy. McClure, who had gone to
Buffalo prior to the attack, retreated with his regulars to Batavia thus
leaving the villages of the Niagara Frontier unprotected.

British General Drummond ordered the torch applied to all dwellings on
the frontier. The few houses at Youngstown were destroyed, and soon after,
Lewiston was plundered and burned. A courageous stand by Tuscarora Braves
east of Lewiston delayed the British and their allies, the Mohawk Indians,
long enough so that hundreds of-fugitives were able to escape along the Ridge.

The first alarm at Dickersonville was given by Tuscarora women who had fled
the Reservation in search of safety. The British pressed their attack beyond
Dickersonville, but at Howell's Creek, the retreating settlers and Braves
managed to turn back their main forces. One small band of the enemy continued
their pursuit to Molyneaux where they found the old log tavern evacuated.
There, in a drunken stupor, they were surprised and captured by a Company of
State Militia from Gains.

The pioneer settlers along the Lake Ontario shoreline were not left out in
the ruthless attacks launched from Fort Niagara. On December 23, 1813, the
British soldiers were ordered to burn out all the settlers homes as far east
as Kempville (Olcott). At the time of the British attack, George Ash had been
visiting at the home of Reuben Wilson. Returning to his own place, he met a
party of the enemy and immediately "back-tracked" to warn the other settlers—
an act which saved many lives and property. It was said that Luther Wilson,
15 at the time, was able to save 25 head of cattle by stuffing leaves in the
cow bells around their necks, and driving them undetected to a point east of
Van HornB's Mill. After the British destroyed the mill and started back to
Fort Niagara, Luther drove the cattle safely home.

Captain Scott, of the British Raiders, felt sorry for the settlers as he
realized destroying their homes would leave them helpless in mid-winter with­
out food or shelter. He sent an Orderly, accompanied by George Ash, back to -
Fort Niagara to,see if his orders could be changed. Ash, however, was made a
prisoner of war, and Scott was ordered to proceed. His men then applied the
torch to most of the dwellings around Wilson. It was reported that the Reuben
Wilson cabin was spared because Mrs. Wilson had treated the British officers
hospitably.

Except for the destruction on the Frontier, the war accomplished little.
Crops and homes were destroyed and the whole countryside was poor. The scars
of combat had left their mark on Wilson, but her hardy pioneers made great
progress during the next quarter century in starting the development of the
town we know today as Wilson.

****«•***•»■»«■*
"DUES ARE DUE"i April is that very important time of year when loyal mem­

bers of the Society should remember that membership dues are renewable. An
insert is attached to this "Newsletter" for your convenience. "Life Member­
ships" are also available to those benefactors who would like to help insure
the Society's future in the town of Wilson. Please renew promptly.*«♦** ***»*•*#

"BON MOT"i Retirement takes all the fun out of Saturdays,



"BICENTENNIAL QUILT": Oceasionally someone expresses surprise that Joe
Higgins participates in the annual "quilting bees". Not only does Joe sew
a fine seam", but less we forget, last year's coverlet was made by him and
presented to the Society for quilting.

The lucky winner of this year's Bicentennial Quilt will acquire a beautiful
coverlet of special historic significance. Society ladies have pieced together
squares on which the 50 state flowers were embroidered. These were placed on
the 98x89 inch coverlet in the order the States- entered the Union.

The quilting was brought to a successful conclusion through the dedication
and perseverance of Mrs. Florence Schultz, Chrm., and Mrs. Beryl Tovell Co-
Chrm. A one dollar donation will make anyone eligible to receive the 1976
Bicentennial Quilt. Out of town members may participate by sending a request
for tickets to Mrs. Nettie Stimson, Wilson, N.Y.

**********
"CASSANDRA SOUTHWICK": John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892), a Quaker farm
boy, had a passionate love of freedom, and became famous for his fiery verses
against slavery, ballads of early American adventure, and poems of simple
country life. Some of his more familiar works include "Snow Bound", "Barbara
Frietchie", "School Days", and "The Barefoot Boy".

One of his better known Narrative and Legendary poems is called "Cassandra
Southwick". We mention it to "Newsletter" readers because.the subject of the
poem, Cassandra, was an ancestor of one of our own historical society members,
Mrs. Bessie Cole.

In 1658, Cassandra and her brother were fined in Salem, Mass., for not
attending church. They were unable to pay the fine, so the "General Court"
issued an order that they be sold to any person in Barbados or the English
Colony of Virginia. An attempt was made to carry out the Court’s order, but
no Shipmaster could be found who was willing to comply. In the poetic words
of Whittier:

"By the living God who made me!— I would sooner in your Bay
Sink crew and ship and cargo, than bear this child away!",

**********
"DATES TO REMEMBER": April 14th, Trustee meeting at Museum-8PM; April 19th,
Regular meeting at museum-7:30PM. Program will consist of sound movies in
celebration of our Nation's 200th birthday: l-"0ur Nation’s Heritage":
2-"And Take me by The Hand": 3- a children's film called "Colonial Children".
Hostesses will be Marion Goodrich,Chrm., Cloe Reed, and Jean Hayes.

The Monthly Exhibit will feature a display on Spring and Easter under the
supervision of Sue Cruickshank. Sunday Hostesses will be as follows: April 4th,
Diane and Gary Keefer: April 11th, Sara and Fred Berry; April 18th, Marion
and John Goodrich; April 25th, Elsie and Dudley Fitch.

****** i****
PUBLICATIONS: Though the work of the Publications Committee is seldom done
through formal meetings, all members are most responsive and co-operative.
We especially wish to thank Helen Borngraeber for the many attractive posters
she has made and placed in the museum and library: and to John Parker
whose willingness to always "do a little mor?" for the Society has allowed
us to publish the monthly "Newsletter" and several special booklets; Also
Carol Smith for lettering and painting several large signs including the one
for the "Cobblestone Trail" Information Center. The excellent newspaper
coverage, of Society activities has been provided through the perseverance
and initiative of Norm MacAskill—and this has been no small accomplishment.
Mr..Karl Wright has always been as close as the nearest phone for his sage
advice or.diplomatic counsel,and Millie Croop's help has been most valuable
in promotion and projecting the Society's image in the community. Thank you!

** ********
WELCOME: The Society extends the hand of fellowship to our latest new members:
Rev. and Mrs, Carl W. Oldach of. Beebe Road, Newfane.

******** **
MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: Tintype of sailing vessel from Christine Hutchison; W.H.S.
Chronicle,Vol 1 #1(1911) from Anna Mae Nevins; Picture of Carrie Martin in
cart drawn by dogs at Skagway,Alaska-1928, from Dorothy Thilk; Historic
collection of Wilson scenes from Jennie Bigalow—too numerous to list.**********
"SAVE THE FLEAS": Now is the time to get your "fleas" together for the May
Fair. Call Sharon Monroe for information or help in transporting them.**********
NOWIT'S OFFICIAL:.Niagara County Legislator, Russell Parker, presented the
National.Bicentennial Flag and Certificate to the town of Wilson at the March
meeting in recognition of Wilson having been officially designated a Bicenl’'
tennial Community. Mr. Whitney Barnum, Supervisor, accepted for the town.

The.new meeting room was also dedicated as the Richard M. Patterson Room
following a short peremony and brief resume’ of Mr. Patterson’s life. An
iron bracket with his name on it graces the front entrance, and framed pic­
ture of him was hung on the front wall.

The Bicentennial Afghan winner was Miss Susan Thilk.
ADOLESCENCE is a period of rapia changes* Between the ages of 12 and 18,

for example, a parent ages as much as 20 years.
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“COMETO THE FAIR": Monday, May 3 i s t w i l l soon be h e r e , and w i t h i t , t h e
S o c i e t y ' s 4 th a n n u a l " O l d Fashioned F a i r " . E l e a n o r M y e r s , Gene ra l Chairman,
h a s announced t h a t t h i s y e a r ' s g a l a e v e n t w i l l s t a r t w i t h a band c o n c e r t by
t h e Wilson S c h o o l Band. O t h e r a c t i v i t i e s schedu led t h r u c u t t h e day w i l l i n ‑
clude s q u a r e dance demonstrat ions, f r e e movies f o r t h e young p e o p l e , A n t i q u e
c a r show, A r t Show, a n d d r a w i n g f o r t h e B i c e n t e n n i a l Q u i l t . The W i l s o n V o l ‑
u n t e e r F i r e Company w i l l h a v e i t s ambulance a n d fi r s t a i d c r e w on hand to
cope w i t h any e m e r g e n c i e s .

Food w i l l be d ispensed c a f e t e r i a s t y l e , a n d f o o d cha i rman, L o i s Barnum,
wishes to emphasize a s p e c i a l n e e d f o r beans a n d sa lads (p re fe rab l y po ta to ) .
Cup cakes a n d breads a r e a l s o in g o o d demand. P i e Chairman, B e t t y St imson,
says w e c a n ' t have t o o many p i e s , s o i f t h r o u g h some o v e r s i g h t y o u a r e n o t
asked t o f u r n i s h , b r i n g a p i e t o t h e F a i r w i t h . Amna Mae Nev ins r e p o r t s a
fi n e response f r o m D e a l e r s , so t h i s y e a r ' s F a i r m i g h t w e l l t u r n o u t to be
o u r b i g g e s t . D o r o t h y T h i l k w o u l d l i k e t h e l o a n o f p a i n t i n g s o r p i c t u r e s o f
l o c a l i n t e r e s t f o r d i s p l a y i n t h i s y e a r ' s A r t Show. C o n t a c t h e r d i r e c t l y i f
y o u can h e l p h e r o u t . Bessie C o l e , Candy Chairman, needs donations of n u t s
or cash f o r making home-made cand ies- -a lways in b i g demand.

The S o c i e t y i s c o u n t i n g o n YOU t o back o u r many h a r d - w o r k i n g chairmen s o
t h a t th i s y e a r ' s Bicentennial "O ld .Fash ioned F a i r " w i l l be a fi n a n c i a l h i t .

6 6  D E N S
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: D r . John Argue, Pres.. has appo in ted t h e f o l l o w ‑

i n g tiembers to s e r v eon t h e nominat ing committee: Whitney Barnum, Chrm.,
C h r i s Kel lman, and Norm M a c A s k i l l . , Three Trus tees and O f fi c e r s w i l l b e
se lec ted and p resen ted a t t h e May m e e t i n g . They w i l l be v o t e d on in June.

HH HHH H H H
MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: ( c o r r e c t i o n ) The P i c t u r e of C a r r i e M a r t i n , taken in

A laska a n d p r e s e n t e d b y D o r o t h y T h i l k , was owned b y M i l d r e d Hammond.
From R e v. C a r l W. O l d a c h ; 14 misce l l aneous o l d pens and a p i c t u r e o f

Co. B semaphor ing : From M o r t o n M c C l e l l a n ; p i c t u r e s t a k e n in F l o r i d a of
W i l s o n boys down t h e r e t o p i c k f r u i t s From Robert R o h r i n g ; l a r g e s a f e t y c a r
wrench , fi s h p l a t e a n d s p i k e s - - a l l u s e d o n R.Res From H e n r y P e r r y ; 1 4 boxes
of s l i d e s t a k e n a l l o v e r w o r l d , Army c o a t a n d overseas c a p , p u l l - o u t camera,
w h i t e k i d g l o v e s , g l a s s e s w i th c h a i n , 6 meda ls , s t u d s , shoe b u c k l e s , s i l v e r
comb, 2 t i n t y p e cases , and b r a c e l e t w i t h g o l d l o c k e t : From Oscar Munch;
J u s t i c e C r i m i n a l d o c k e t f r o m 1904, R e c o r d Book o f m e e t i n g s o f C h e s t n u tS t .
M e t h o d i s t Church f r o m 1881, a n d o t h e r Church R e c o r d s ( N o t t o b e removed f r o m
Museum). From D e l b e r t P f o h l ; Baggage C a r t f r o m Suspens ion B r i d g e Depo t .

. K H E R

NEW MEMBERS: F i v e new L i f e Members have b e e n added to t h e membership
r o l l s i n c l u d i n g M r s . Susan A r g u e S c h e a r e r , M i s s Anne A r g u e , M r . J o h n C . A r g u e ,
M r . W. H . M o o d y, a n d M i s s S u s a n T h i l k .

The f o l l o w i n g new a n n u a l members h a v e a l s o j o i n e d t h e S o c i e t y : M r . a n d
M r s . D a n i e l D o u g l a s , M r s . W a l t e r W i l s e n , M r s . F l o r e n c e S w i c k , Te r e s a
Toenniessen, and M i s s Amy S c h e a r e r of W i l s o n ; M r . a n d M r s . M a r t y Harm less
o f Newfane; D a n i e l McCartan o f West S e n e c a ; M r . Raymond Pease o f L o c k p o r t ;
and M r . and M r s . Howard R a k e r o f Ransomv i l l e .

5 H E K A K K H E E E

FLOAT ENTRY: N i a g a r a C o u r t y w i l l e n t e r a n 8x32 f o o t l o n g fl o a t i n t h e
M i s s U . S . A . p a r a d e a t N i a g a r a F a l l s , S a t u r d a y , May 8 t h . The fl o a t w i l l
f e a t u r e en t rees f r o m e a c h o f t h e towns i l l u s t r a t i n g a theme f o r w h i c h each
town i s n o t e d . " P i n k y " R o b e r t s c n w i l l appear f o r W i l s o n a s a fi s h e r m a n , p o r ‑
t r a y i n g W i l s o n ' s g r e a t p o t e n t i a l a s a fi s h e r m a n ' s p a r a d i s e , A l s o a sketch
of one of W i l s o n ' s cobb ies tone houses drawn by Peggy Ward w i l l c a l l a t t e n t i o n
to W i l s o n ' s “Cobblestone T r a i l " a n d t h e b e a u t i f u l o l d stene houses t h a t may

b e seen a l o n g i t .
H E E R E H E E R E

A- "FAIR" THOUGHT: L i g h t is t h e t a s k when many share t n e t o i l . (Homer)HEREE E R ESE



|

MUSEUW ACTIVITYs Some o f t h e “ c l u t t e r " was e l i m i n a t e d l a s t m o n t h a t t h e
museum w i t h @ #c l e a n - u p s e s s i o n s p a r k e d b y N e t t i e S t i m s o n , P e g g y Ward, M i l l i e
C r o o p , a n d John Myers, E l e c t r i c a l e q u i p m e n t a n d o t h e r miscel laneous i t e m s
s t the fone” ‘to o ahe a a POneee area, a n d woodwork ing t o o l s a n d bench p l a c e d

as t e n d o f t h e P a t t e r s o n Room. Which a x "
happen when p e o p l e make them h a p p e n " , t + g o e s t o p r o v e t h a t anenegs

RHKEHRHKRHEAE
SCHOOL MARKER S E T: A s p e c i a l d e d i c a t i o n c e r e m o n y commemoratin

C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e w i l l b e h e l d F r i d a y a f te rnoon, nay 7 t h , a t the Down ital
a t 1:30 PM. S c h o o l o f fi c i a l s w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e a s w e l l a s t h e Wilson School
chorus a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e Student Counc i l . The Wilson Bicentenn ia l
Committee h a s p r o v i d e d a m a r k e r which w i l l be u n v e i l e d by Chrm. Doro thy T h i l k
d u r i n g t h e ceremonies. Graduates of t h e o l d H i g h School a r e i n v i t e d .

KHMKREEREEE
; APPLE BLOSSOM PESTIVAL: M r s . Jean Vo e p e l , F r e s . of t h e Newfane H i s t o r
i c a l S o c i e t y, has i n v i t e d everyone t o a t t e n d t h e i r “ A p p l e Blossom F e s t i v a l "
t o b e h e l d a t t h e W r i g h t s Corners F i r e h a l l , S u n d a y, May 16th, f r o m Noon t o 7 .

REKRHEEMEEE
; HISTORIC HOME: The l a t e C l a r e n c e 0 . L e w i s once d e s c r i b e d t h e o l d Reuben

W i l s o n home at t h e wes t end of Young S t r e e t as one of N i a g a r a County 's l a n d ‑
m a r k s , I t i s now t h e home o f Howard G lenn , who g a v e t h e Wi lson B icen tenn ia l
Comm. p e r m i s s i o n t o e r e c t a m a r k e r a t t h e s i t e . The o r i g i n a l l o g house was
completed in 1518, a n d by 1825 a two s t o r y f rame house was b u i l t a round it
incorporating t h e l o g w a l l s of t h e o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e . The same y e a r , Reuben (
Wi l son became t h e fi r s t Postmaster a n d opened an o f fi c e and s t o r e in t h e
house. In 1829 a Ta v e r n was added. I t is s a i d t h a t a stone marker is
b u r i e d i n t h e y a r d f r o m which a l l t h e fi r s t s u r v e y s i n W i l s o n were made.

R H E E
FLOWERING SHRUB: I t h a s n o t b e e n t o o w e l l p u b l i c i z e d s o few peop le mow

t h a t i n June , 1975, t h e v i l l a g e a n d town b o a r d s t o o k a c t i o n to des igna te t h e
F o r s y t h i a b u s h a s t h e o f fi c i a l fl o w e r i n g s h r u b f o r t h e Town o f Wi lson. The
Wi l son B i cen tenn ia l Committee, i n keep ing w i t h t h i s p o l i c y , pu rchased 100
bushes w h i c h h a v e been p l a n t e d i n a p p r o p r i a t e p l a c e s a round town. Some o f
these inc luded t h e t h e Town H a l l , L i t t l e League g r o u n d s , Wi lson Museum,
Water D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , and Cemetery. Some were made a v a i l a b l e t o t h e s i x
churches in town. The t r i a n g l e at t h e west app roach to t h e v i l l a g e has been
p l a n t e d b y S e n i o r G i r l Scou t Troop # 1 under t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f V i v i a n Schantz.

"Chuck" Campbel l headed up a p l a n t i n g ‘committee c o n s i s t i n g of Norman
T h i l k , John W e i l e r , Joe H i g g i n s , B u r t J e n n i n g s , K a r l W r i g h t , Jess W i l l a r d ,
and v i l l a g e and town maintenance depa r tmen ts . Thank you f o r a j ob w e l l done.

S i n c e t h e F o r s y t h i a i s t h e o f fi c i a l t o w n . fl o w e r , Mark ' s N u r s e r y w i l l
make t h e shrubs a v a i l a b l e t o Town r e s i d e n t sw t a s p e c i a l l o w p r i c e .

$5 He He Hh ee
"MERRY MERRY MONTH OF MAY": May 1 2 t h : Trus tees meet Wed. 8PM at museum.

May 17th: R e g u l a r m e e t i n g w i l l b e h e l d Monday e v e n i n g , 7 : 3 0 , a t museum. Gues t
s p e a k e r w i l l b e M r . F r a n c i s J . P e t r i e , H i s t o r i a n f o r N i a g a r a F a l l s , O n t a r i o .
He w i l l show s l i d e s t a k e n of t h e W i l s o n a r e a f r o m 1900 to 1925. Hostesses
w i l l b e J a n e t S p o r l e d e r , R u t h G a l e , a n d Winn ie S t a c y .
May 22nd & 29th: From 9 A M a n d o n - - c l e a n - u p days f o r t h e F a i r . Bus t o u r
v i s i t o r s o n t h e N i a g a r a T r a i l are a l s o e x p e c t e d o n t h e s e d a y s , s o a l l who
c a n g i v e a l i t t l e t i m e a r e a s k e d t o t r y a n d b e p r e s e n t - - n o t o n l y t o make t h e
museum p r e s e n t a b l e f o r t h e p u b l i c , b u t t o a c t a s f r i e n d l y hos tesses f o r
N i a g a r a T r a i l v i s i t o r s .

The m o n t h l y museum e x h i b i t wi l l b e a d i s p l a y o f i t e m s t h a t have been
p r e s e n t e d t o t h e museum. A t t e n d a n t s for’ May 2nd w i l l b e D o r a and W i r t
Wakeman; May 9 t h , M i l d r e d M i d d l e t o n and Sue T h i l k ; May 16th, C h r i s and W a l l y
Goodman; May 2 3 r d , E s t h e r a n d H a r o l d A l b r i g h t ; a n d May 3 0 t h , Ru th and Bob
Thomas.

K K K K A K K A R E

NEW YCRK HONORED: D o r o t h y a n d Norman T h i l k a t t e n d e d t h e r e c e n t B icen ‑
t e n n i a l Observance i n W a s h i n g t o n D . C . t o honor New Yo r k S t a t e . D i g n i t a r i e s .
i n c l u d i n g L i e u t . G o v . M a r y Anne K r u p s a k , and S e n a t o r s Jacob J a v i t s and James
L . B u c k l e y a t t e n d e d t h e ceremonies. The L e w i s t o n B i c e n t e n n i a l Chorus, who
p e r f o r m e d f o r t h e S o c i e t y a t t h e J a n u a r y m e e t i n g , h a d a p r o m i n e n t p a r t i n
t h e p r o g r a m . D o r c t h y zot some g o o d p i c t u r e s f r o m t h e s p e a k e r ' s p l a t f o r m .

K U E H H E H E A E E

"THUMBNAIL SKETCH": G r a c e M. K i r k was b o r n at S y r a c u s e , N . Y. , a n d is an
o f fi c e c l e r k f o r t h e L o c k p o r t F e l t D i v . , Carborundum Co. She has two sons
b y h e r m a r r i a g e t o W i l l i a m C . K i r k - - W i l l i a m and James. She a l s o b o a s t s a
g r a n d s o n . She g r a d u a t e d f r o m N i a g a r a F a l l s H i g h S c h o o l , and i s a member o f
t h e i s t B a p t i s t C h u r c h of N i a g a r a F a l l s a n d W i l s o n Historical S o c i e t y .

K M H R K H R E R D

VISITORS: H o r e young n e o p l e g r o u p s a r e showing an i n t e r e s t in t h e museum.
L a t e s t v i s i t o r s h a v e b e e n Brownie T r o o p #44, J u n i o r G i r l S c o u t Tr o o p #116,
and J u n i o r G i r l S c o u t T r o c p #286,

K E R K E R E R E E
"BON MOT" E v e r y o n e is t o o o l d f o r someth ing , b u t no one is t o o o l d

f o r e v e r y t h i n g . (Anonymous
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THE G. A. MIDDLETON DRUGSTORE
The o l d s k a t i n g r i n k behind t h e G. A. Midd le ton d r u g s t o r e used to be t h e

f o c a l p o i n t o f s o c i a l a c t i v i t y in Wilson. B u i l t in 1909, music was furn ished
b y a W u r l i t z e r g a s - fi r e d o r g a n . The fi r s t n i g h t i t opened t h e r e was a
Masonic dance. The f o l l o w i n g n i g h t , r o l l e r s k a t i n g t o o k over w i t h F red Haner
pass ing o u t t h e skates. From t h e n o n , dances, b a s k e t b a l l , v i l l a g e f a i r s , a n d
a l l s o r t s of enter ta inment was o f f e r e d t h e r e .

I n t h e d r u g s t o r e i t s e l f a p e r s o n c o u l d b u y a n 80z coke f o r fi v e cents ,
a n d sundaes c o s t a dime. It was t h e s p o t where everybody g a t h e r e d . Hanging
g l a s s g l o b e s fi l l e d w i t h c o l o r e d wa te r h u n g in t h e windows--the s i g n of a
pharmacy in t h o s e d a y s . (One of t h o s e g l o b e s is now on d i s p l a y in t h e museum)

Middleton's was fi r s t l o c a t e d in t h e Masonic B u i l d i n g in 1905. In 1908
M r . Middleton, a l o n g w i t h Roland S i n g e r , bought a s to re owned by Bigalow and
S a l i s b u r y. P a r t o f t h e b u i l d i n g conta ined a g r o c e r y s to re where a fi r e
s t a r t e d in Augus t a n d t h e b u i l d i n g was destroyed.

The d r u g s t o r e t h e n opened i n t h e Johnson B lock w i t h Clarence Johnson and
M r. Middleton a s co-owners. M r . Middleton was t h e p h a r m a c i s t . I n 1915 M r .
Middleton bought ou t M r . Johnson and cont inued in business u n t i l 1936 when
he s o l d out and moved across t h e s t ree t . L a t e r t h e b u i l d i n g was purchased by
Char les Haner and Edna .Haner was t h e d r u g g i s t .

The o l d s k a t i n g r i n k s u f f e r e da casualty o nMarch 17, 1936 when t h e r o o f
caved i n . ( I n f o r m a t i o n used i n t h e above i tem. was s u p p l i e d b y Mrs .
M a r g u e r i t e L a n g d o n .)

+ *&£ 2 BR 8 & *

PROMINENT SON: Ashley Hardy Ga le was b o r n December 28, 1888 in Lewis Co.
New York , t h e son o f Bur ton Lewis Ga le and I n e z Ormsby. H e g r a d u a t e d from
L a f a y e t t e H igh-Schoo l in B u f f a l o and at tended Dartmouth where he was a mem‑
b e r o f P h i D e l t a The ta and Dragon .

M r . G a l e was a d e a l e r i n wood p r o d u c t s f o r t h i r t y y e a r s a n d a l s o a Wilson
f r u i t f a r m e r. A f t e r h i s fi r s t y e a r o u t o f c o l l e g e h e r e p o r t e d r a i s i n g 9 0
tons of tomatoes a n d 50 tons of cabbage as w e l l as 30 a c r e s of f r u i t and
b e r r i e s on h i s L a k e O n t a r i o fa rm. In 1956 he was in t h e r e a l e s t a t e business
and t u r n e d h i s f a r m i n t o a development.

M r. G a l e s e r v e d o n t h e V i l l a g e B o a r d f o r fi v e y e a r s and was mayor f o r one
y e a r . H e was a t r u s t e e o f t h e W i l s o n F r e e L i b r a r y f o r 1 2 y e a r s a n d p r e s i d e n t
f o r t h r e e . H e was a l s o a t r u s t e e o f t h e N i o g a L i b r a r y system. H e was t r e a s u r ‑
er of t h e L i o n ' s C l u b , fi r e commissioner, chairman of t h e l o c a l Red C r o s s ,
D i s t r i c t Counse lo r o f Boy S c o u t s , member o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y C l u b o f B u f f a l o ,
and warden o f S t . J o h n ' s Ep i scopa l Chu rch .

He m a r r i e d R u t h M a r y Peuchen of N o r t h Tonawanda on June 18, 1921. They
h a d f o u r c h i l d r e n , Barbara, Cather ine, A s h l e y J r . , a n d J u d i t h . Ash ley H.
G a l e d i e d January 1 7 , 1962 at t h e I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane.

+ *£ %& & =F & 8
HISTORY AWARD: Berne K e n t h a s announced t h a t t h e a n n u a l H i s t o r i c a l S o c ,

a w a r d f o r Amer ican H i s t o r y w i l l b e p r e s e n t e d o n C l a s s N i g h t t o t h e s tuden t
who obta ined t h e h i g h e s t mark on t h e r e g e n t s examinat ion.

* + 4 8 8% %8 8%
JUNE EVENTS: ‘ i r u s t e e s w i l l meet June 16th i n t h e museum a t 8PM.

R e g u l a r m e e t i n g : June 2 1 s t , a t t h e museum a t 7:30 PM. E l e c t i o n o f O f fi c e r s .
M r . Don W h i t n e y, member of t h e P ioneer C l u b of t h e New Yo r k Telephone Co.,
w i l l p r e s e n t a fi l m prog ram on t h e Americar. F l a g . H o s t e s s e s w i l l be G e r r y
Swann, B e r y l To v e l l , a n d G r a c e S i n g e r . .

The s p e c i a l m o n t h l y e x h i b i t w i l l p e r t a i n t o a g r i c u l t u r e , supervised b y
Joe H i g g i n s . Hos tesses June 6 t h , M a r i l y n a n d Ed A l l g e i e r ; June i5th, Sharon
a n d J im M o n r c e ; June 2 0 t h , C a r o l Schnoor and C e l e s t e Crawford; eune 27tH
Bern ice and H a r r y Brown. (July 4 t h , Ruth Gate and Grace S i n g e r . ;* * * * * *

" Q l d Fashioned F a i r " summary w i l l be i n c l u d e d in t h e J u l y i s s u e of t h e
" N e w s l e t t e r " . o * 8 # 8 % H &
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WELCOME: M r s . V i r g i n i a C l a r k K l a i b e r , who h a s b e e n a member of t h e

S o c i e t y s i n c e 1973, h a s t a k e n o u t a L i f e Membersh ip , w h igg makes a t o t a l o f
n i n e i n t h i s c l a s s .

The l a t e s t annua l members t o j o i n a r e M r . J a c k C i n d r i c k o f N i a g a r a F a l l s ;
Deena and D a r l a Sherman o f M a c h i a s ; M r . a n d M r s . W i l l i a m K i r k , and D a r r y l ,
Susan, a n d J a y Johnson of W i l s o n .* * * * * * * * e

MUSEUM COMMITTEE: An e f f o r t h a s b e e n made r e c e n t l y to assemble a n d
i d e n t i f y a l l a c q u i s i t i o n s t o t h e museum. Between r e n o v a t i o n o f t h e P a t t e r s o n
Room and unexpec ted fl o o d i n g o f t h e basement , t h e committee has b e e n h a r d
p r e s s e d k e e p i n g t r a c k o f i t e m s . M o s t h a v e now been r e s t o r e d and i d e n t i fi e d ,
and t h e museum committee wou ld l i k e to k e e p them on permanent d i s p l a y . It
i s p l a n n e d t o p u t d i s p l a y c a s e s i n t h e o l d e a s t w a i t i n g room f o r s p e c i a l
m o n t h l y e x h i b i t s s o t h a t museum a c q u i s i t i o n s need n o t b e moved. M i l l i e C r o o p
and Peggy Ward, co-cha i rman of t h e museum commi t t ee , h a v e been h e l p e d by
B e t t y St imson, D o r o t h y T h i l k , M i l d r e d M i d d l e t o n , L o i s Barnum, G e r r y Swann,
Anna Mae N e v i n s , E d C u l v e r w e l l , F r e d B e r r y , R e x S t a c y , E d P e t e r s , a n d J o e
H i g g i n s . * * © & # & &

VISITORS: S e v e r a l b u s l o a d s of p e r s o n s t o u r i n g t h e N i a g a r a T r a i l s t o p p e d
a t t h e museum d u r i n g t h e p a s t month i n c l u d i n g t h e N i a g a r a C o u n t y L e g i s l a t o r s ,
Sanborn “ G o l d e n A g e r s " , a n d t h e "Newfane Home A r t s " . A c t i n g as s p e c i a l
hos tesses , a n d on some occas ions p r o v i d i n g c o f f e e a n d c o o k i e s , were D o r o t h y
T h i l k , M i l l i e C r o o p , E s t h e r and H a r o l d A l b r i g h t , D o r a a n d W i r t Wakeman, M i s s
F l o s s i e L o r t z , a n d M i l d r e d M i d d l e t o n . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e b u s t o u r s , J u n i o r
S c o u t t r o o p #208 u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f M r s . M a r g e Ganshaw, a l s o a t t e n d e d .* % * * * * * *

QUILT PRESENTATION: A b e a u t i f u l q u i l t was p r e s e n t e d to t h e W i l s o n S o c i e t y
a t t h e r e g u l a r May m e e t i n g b y t h e G i r l S c o u t s o f Wi l son . D r . J o h n F. A r g u e ,
P r e s . , a c c e p t e d t h e g i f t f r o m B a r b a r a F a r w e l l , l e a d e r o f J u n i o r t r o o p #286,
who was i n c h a r g e o f t h e p r o j e c t . The q u i l t was made b y t h e S c o u t s a s t h e i r
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e B i c e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a t i o n . T h r e e Brownie t r o o p s c o l l e c t e d
t h e c l o t h u s e d , and t h e fi v e J u n i o r , C a d e t t e , a n d S e n i o r t r o o p s a p p l i q u e d
f o u r b l ocks each showing h i s t o r i c landmarks in t h e town.* * * * * * * *

AROUND THE MUSEUM: D e l b e r t P f o h l and B i l l Smi th have c leaned o u t t h e :
caboose, removed t h e broken oak beam, and l e v e l e d it on t h e t r a c k . The extent a
of r e p a i r s needed makes r e s t o r a t i o n v e r y slow....ee..eDon't be s u r p r i s e d if
you see a l i g h t on in t h e museum some even ings ; chances a r e i t w i l l be A r t
Schnoor making r e p a i r s and improvements. A r t h a s completed t h e eas t w a l l o f
t h e Pat te rson Room; i n s t a l l e d a d i s p l a y case in t h e south w a l l ; and p laced
hooks and chains on t h e n o r t h and s o u t h windows so t h a t t h e y may be opened
f o r v e n t i l a t i o n . . . . . . s s - I t i s n i c e t o have h e l p e r s l i k e t h e L innaberys i n
t h e S o c i e t y. A f t e r a recent c lean-up session, t h e y o f f e r e d t o t r u c k s i x o r
seven b a r r e l s o f scrap t o t h e E a s t Wi lson d u m p . . . . . . . e W e m i g h t a l s o ment ion
t h a t t h e g r o u n d s around t h e museum l o o k n i c e because some v o l u n t e e r t o
keep t h e lawn mowed, w h i l e o t h e r s such as B e t t y S t imson , sees to i t t h a t
t r a s h i s p l a c e d o u t each week f o r c o l l e c t i o n .* * + * * * * *

MEMORIAL BOOK: A b e a u t i f u l Memor ia l Book h a s been g i v e n t o t h e museum
b y t h e R i c h a r d Adams f a m i l y i n memory o f E l l e n Adams. M r . Berne K e n t has
o f f e r e d h i s u n i q u e a r t i s t i c t a l e n t f o r l e t t e r i n g Memor ia ls i n i t .* * * * * * * *

NOMINATIONS: The Nomina t ing Committee composed of Whi tney Barnum, Norm
M a c A s k i l l , and C h r i s t i n e Ke l lman, p r e s e n t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g s l a t e o f o f fi c e r s
a n d t rus tees a t t h e May m e e t i n g to be v o t e d upon a t t h e June m e e t i n g .
D r . J o h n F. A r g u e , P r e s i d e n t ; Joseph H i g g i n s , V i c e - P r e s . , R e c o r d i n gs e c t y .
Ma r tha M a c A s k i l l ; Co r respond ing S e c ' y . , G e r r y Swann; and Tr e a s u r e r, M i l l i e
C r o o p . Three t rus tees f o r a t h r e e y e a r t e r m w i l l be chosen f rom t h e f o l l o w ‑
i n g ; Helen B o r n g r a e b e r, Berne K e n t , E l w i n U p t o n , a n d K a r l W r i g h t .* % * % * * + *

LIBRARY COMMITTEE: A commendable j o b h a s b e e n done by t h e l a d i e s o v e r
t h e p a s t y e a r . M e e t i n g w e e k l y, a l l museum a c q u i s i t i o n s h a v e been i d e n t i fi e d
a n d recorded , and i n c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e museum committee, a r e b e i n g p u t
o n p e r m a n e n t d i s p l a y a s f a s t a s space i s a v a i l a b l e . Many h o u r s o f t i m e h a s
been g i v e n by t h e committee which is made up of M i l d r e d Midd le ton , M a r i e
R e y n o l d s , K a y Ness, E l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l , D o r a Wakeman, Nancy K e n t , and Dianne
A l b r i g h t .

* * * * * * * Sg

BICENTENNIAL NOTE: M r s . Marv in M e y e r s , l e a d e r of t h e Wi lson Lakemen 4H
C lub , i s supe rv i s i ng a p r o j e c t s u g g e s t e d by t h e B i cen tenn ia l Committee to
l o c a t e t h e l a r g e s t t r e e in t h e town. T r e e c i r cu fe rance w i l l be measured
t h r e e f e e t above g r o u n d l e v e l a n d a l l t r e e s considered w i l l be v i s i b l e f r o m
t h e highway. * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: When w e a l t h i s l o s t , n o t h i n g i s l o s t ; When h e a l t h i s l o s t ,
something is l o s t ; When character is l o s t , a l l is l o s t !* * ** * * * *
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THEE PRGMINENT MCODY FAMILY
M r . A. J. Moody a n d h i s w i f e M a r y P e t t i t Moody w i l l be remembered as h a v i n g

once l i v e d on t h e E a s t Youngs town Road, now known as t h e Wi l son -Bur t Road. He
made w i l l o w b a s k e t s and f u r n i t u r e wh ich were s o l d t h r o u g h o u t N i a g a r a C o u n t y.
Even t h e i r fi v e c h i l d r e n used t o h e l p p e e l t h e w i l l o w s a s w e l l a s weave t h e
b a s k e t s , A l l o f t h e youngs te rs r e c e i v e d t h e i r e a r l y educa t i on in t h e o l d W i l ‑
son H i g h S c h o o l . .

A r t h u r Enoch Moody, t h e e l d e s t s o n , went to Sy racuse and became a M e t h o ‑
d i s t M i n i s t e r . H e was a l s o a B o y S c o u t Execu t i ve f o r o v e r 5 0 y e a r s , and
wro te a r t i c l e s f o r t h e "Amer ican A g r i c u l t u r i s t ” magazine u n d e r t h e b y l i n e ,
"The C o u n t r y P a s t o r " . W i n f r e d P e t t i t Moody became a P r e s b y t e r i a n M i n i s t e r
and s e r v e d a s a C h a p l a i n d u r i n g W o r l d War I . H e d i e d i n 1970 a t age 87.
C h e s t e r A l f r e d Moody was a n E d u c a t i o n a l A d m i n i s t r a t o r a n d d i e d i n 1968 a t 83.

M i l d r e d E a k i n Moody i s l i v i n g i n L a k e l a n d , F l o r i d a , and was m a r r i e d t o
D r . Frank E a k i n o f P i t t s b u r g . She once t a u g h t schoo l i n t h e Pease D i s t r i c t ,
and g radua ted f r o m Syracuse U n i v e r s i t y . She went t o Chicago w h e r e she was
associated w i t h a Method i s t magazine and e d i t e d t h e Sunday q u a r t e r l y . M r s .
Moody i s a L i f e Member i n t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y .

W i l f r e d Hami l ton Moody became a School Super in tendent and now l i v e s in
Hamden, Conn. H e h a d a son and a d a u g h t e r b y h i s m a r r i a g e t o I l n a Force o f
New Haven, Conn. The s o n , A l f r e d JudS6én-Force Moody, was t o p Cadet at West
P o i n t f o r f o u r y e a r s , and r o s e t o the rank o f B r i g a d i e r General b e f o r e b e i n g
k i l l e d in Vietnam. W i l f r e d Moody is a l s o a L i f e Member of t h e Wi lson S o c i e t y ,
and h a s , i n a d d i t i o n t o g i v i n g a cash Msmorial i n Memory o f h i s f a t h e r ,
p r e s e n t e d t h e S o c i e t y w i t h two e l e c t r i c c l o c k s f o r t h e museum and a Musicians
sword worn b y h i s mate rna l g r a n d f a t h e r , Enoch P e t t i t .

Enoch P e t t i t mar r ied J u l i e t t e P r a t t i n 1847. F o l l o w i n g h e r death i n 1860,
Enoch e n l i s t e d a s a m u s i c i a n a n d c a r e d f o r wounded i n Co . F, i 5 i s t R e g . o f
t h e New Yo r k Vo l u n t e e r s . H e s e r v e d t o t h e end o f t h e war a n d marched w i t h
Sherman to t h e S e a .

% * * * * * * * * * * *

NEW MEMBERS: The S o c i e t y welcomes M r s . F r a n k (Grace) K r o n e n b e r g , w i f e o f
J u s t i c e K r o n e n b e r g , who h a s become t h e 1 0 t h L i f e Member i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n .
Judge and M r s . K r o n e n b e r g j o i n e d t h e S o c i e t y i n 1975.

Twen ty -n ine new annua l members h a v e a l s o j o i n e d d u r i n g t h e p a s t month
i n c l u d i n g , M r . and M r s . To b y C o l l i n s o f L e w i s t o n ; M r s . E v e l y n Jacobs o f
S a n b o r n ; F r a n c i s Danie lewicz of L o c k p o r t ; M r . and M r s . P a u l H o l z l e o f N i a g a ‑
r a F a l l s ; M r s . Jeanne YVoepei a n d J a n e t Vo l k o f N e w f a n e ; a l s o , M r s . Edward
W i n g e r , M r s . A l f r e d H a r v e y , “ r s . C l i f f o r d S h o u l t z . M r s . J u l i u s S t a p f , M r .
A r t h u r C a n fi e l d , M r s . H a r o l d “ a r c k s , M r s . James P i s e l l o , M r . and M r s . Wayne
R e i n b o l d t ; M r . and M r s . L e u i s McLaugh l i n ; M r . and M r s . R o g e r Goodman, M r .
a n d M r s . L a r r y B r a w n , R e v . a n d Mrse Michae l R o b i n s o n , M r . a n d M r s . Gordon
Hausmann, Thomas G o o d n i g h t , z n d M a r y Okon iesk i o f W i l s o n .

* te * * * * * * * * * *

I N MEMORIAM: The u n e x p e c t e ! and sudden d e a t h o f J o y c e Branch P e r r y , 41,
came a s a shock t o a l l whos knew and l o v e d h e r . The S o c i e t y extends i t s
deepes t sympathy to h e r husvand , J a c k , and a l i members of t h e f a m i l y .* * & * + * * * * * * *

MUSEUM HELPERS: In o r d e r to k e e p t h e g rounds l o o k i n g n e a t f r o m May t h r u
S e p t e m b e r, t h e Museum Commit tee h a s e n l i s t e d t h e a i d o f t h e f o l l o w i n g mem‑
b e r s who have/or w i l l t a k e a t u r n at mowing t h e l a w n s . May~-Peggy Ward and
Don C r o o p ; June~ F r e d B e r r y , ™ed L o n s b e r y , EdP e t e r s , and E d g a r Culverwell;
J u l y - Chuck Campbel l , R a i p h D i n s e , W h i t Barnum, A r t Ness, and Archie P e t t y ;
A u g u s t - B u r t J e n n i n g s , E l t o n K r o p p s E l w i n U p t o n , a n d S i d n e y P e t t i t ; and
Sep tember - Rex S t a c y , J im M o n r o e , W a l l y B e u t e l , and Tom S h a r p J r .¥ + * *& * * * * * * * *

BICENTENNIAL THOUGHT: On J u l y 4, 1776, K i n g G e o r g e I I I of England wrote
i n h i s d i a r y , “ N o t h i n g happened t o d a y " . O n J u l y 4 , 1976 P a t r i o t i c Amer i cans
w i l l r i n g b e l l s at 2 PM to commemorate t h a t d a y "When Freedom r a n g t h r o u g h o u t
t h e L a n d . "
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BICENTENNIAL FAIR: A gent leman f r o m Ni ara F a l l s summed it a l l up when

h e s a i d , " I never saw s o many h a p p y p e o p l e . I just can’t b e l i e v e i t . Every-~
where y o u l o o k eve ryone ' s s m i l i n g , t a l k i n g , and s i n g i n g : y o u ' d never know
i t had b e e n r a i n i n g most o f t h e d a y . " What h e shou ld know b y now i s t h a t t h e
Wi l son H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y F a i r , in e v e r y sense of t h e w o r d , is a co-operative
venture in which a l l l o c a l members s h a r e . E l e a n o r M y e r s , Genera l C h r m , , did a
commendable j o b , and she wishes to ex tend h e r s incere thanks to a l l Committee
C h r m . , a n d everyone who h e l p e d o u t . The Fairhas_ u n q u e s t i o n a b l y been
s u c c e s s f u l each y e a r because o f t h e e v e r i n c r e a s i n g number o f D e a l e r s who
a t t e n d and f o r t h i s t h e S o c i e t y i s i ndeb ted to Anna Mae Nev ins , Ve rna Cau ‑
fi e l d , and Joe H i g g i n s .

H i g h l i g h t s t h i s y e a r i n c l u d e d t h e t o e - t a p p i n g p iano ry thymns o f Berne K e n t
a n d Frances G o l d t h o r p , and t h e i r c a t c h y o l d tunes a t t r a c t e d a spontaneous
g r o u p o f s i n g e r s l e d b y Doc , B e r n e , Frances a n d Tom S h a r p I I I . The e v e r p o p ‑
u l a r sound movies p r o v i d e d t h r o u g h t h e c o u r t e s y o f M a r i e Reyno lds a n d t h e
W i l s o n l i b r a r y were a l s o a h i t w i t h young and o l d . D o u g S m i t h s t a r t e d show‑
movies two h o u r s e a r l i e r t h a n p l a n n e d because o f t h e b a d w e a t h e r and i t was
e s t i m a t e d o v e r 800 watched t h r o u g h o u t t h e d a y . The s p e c i a l a r t e x h i b i t d i s ‑
p l a y e d b y D o r o t h y T h i l k a g a i n proved t o b e a p o p u l a r a t t r a c t i o n , a n d D o c ' s
a n t i q u e c a r show drew a n i n t e r e s t e d crowd i n s p i t e o f t h e r a i n . A new i n n o v a ‑
t i o n t h i s y e a r was a p u b l i c a d d r e s s system hooked u p b y John M y e r s wh ich was
h e l p f u l in announcing v a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s and l o c a t i n g persons q u i c k l y .

The f o o d concessions d i d w e l l a n d , e x c e p t f o r A r t S c h n o o r ' s d e l i c i o u s h o t
d o g s , were a l l s o l d o u t when t h e F a i r ended. The S o c i e t y e x t e n d s a s i n c e r e _
" t h a n k y o u " t o L o i s Barnum, B e t t y S t i m s o n , M i l d r e d M i d d l e t o n , Bess ie Cole, \
S a r a h B e r r y , Sue C r u i c k s h a n k , a n d a l l t h e i r h e l p e r s f o r a tremendous j o b done
unde r d i f fi c u l t c o n d i t i o n s .

A n e x c e p t i o n a l l y g o o d number o f “ fl e a s " were c o n t r i b u t e d b y t h e members,
and S h a r o n Monroe and h e r knowledgeab le a s s i s t a n t s , L o i s J e n n i n g s a n d Jean
Swanson, d i d a n e x c e l l e n t j o b o f s o r t i n g , m a r k i n g and d i s p l a y i n g them. The
w e a t h e r was i d e a l f o r fi s h i n g and Sue Toenniessen r e p o r t e d a good number of
fi s h c a u g h t w h i l e Ed P e t e r s a n d h i s J u n i o r h e l p e r s h a d t h e b a l l o o n concession
w e l l i n hand . I t was c o m f o r t i n g t o see t h e W i l s o n Vo l u n t e e r F i r s t A i d Crew
s t a n d i n g b y - - f o r t u n a t e l y t h e i r serv ices were n o t n e e d e d- = b u t i t i s
rumored t h a t two o f o u r “ l i v e l i e r ” members cuu ld have used t h e i r h e l p .

If b o u q u e t s had been handed out f o r o l d costumes, one s u r e l y would have
gone to Ray and Myra Pease of L o c k p o r t who presented a n o s t a l g i c p i c t u r e in
t h e i r d i s t i n c t i v e “Gay 90's" o u t fi t s . .

A fi n e job o f “ s e t t i n g - u p ” was accomplished b y Ly n n S h e r r i e and h i s h a r d
w o r k i n g crew. A s p e c i a l word o f thanks should g o t o Jack P e r r y who loaned
and e r e c t e d t h e f o o d t e n t and t o Mike Vince who p u t u p t h e F l e a M a r k e t t e n t .
Jack a l s o l e t t h e S o c i e t y use h is popcorn machine, and t a b l e s and cha i r s were
loaned t o t h e S o c i e t y b y t h e Wi lson Vo l u n t e e r F i r e C o . , and Method is t Church.
The b i g job o f p a r k i n g was w e l l handled b y Tom S h a r p e , J r . and h i s crew, e l im ‑
i n a t i n g many of t h e problems encountered in prev ious y e a r s . We must a l s o
acknowledge t h e work done by J u n i o r members who jumped in to h e l p a t eve ry
o p p o r t u n i t y . Rex S t a c y and h i s c l e a n - u p gang h a d t h e p l a c e l o o k i n g “ s p i c k
and span" s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e l a s t D e a l e r h a d l e f t , and K a r l W r i g h t n o t o n l y
u s e d h i s t r u c k f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g t a b l e s a n d c h a i r s , b u t p i c k e d u p and r e t u r n e d
t h e b a l l o o n g a s c y l n d e r l o a n e d b y S t r a i g h t We l d i n g o f L o c k p o r t .

I t wou ld b e i m p o s s i b l e t o t h a n k eve ryone i n d i v i d u a l l y f o r t h e i r c o - o p e r ‑
a t i o n and w i l l i n g n e s s t o h e l p , b u t i t may b e conc luded t h a t because o f y o u , \
t h e S o c i e t y ' s 1976 F a i r was a r e s o u n d i n g success.

* % * * * * * + * * * *%

BICENTENNIAL QUILT: The S o c i e t y ' s q u i l t was p r e s e n t e d t h i s y e a r to M r s .
A n g e l i n e R ice Wood, 3 8 Summit S t r e e t , L o c k p o r t , New Yo r k . M r s . Wood, a f o r ‑
mer home ecenomics t e a c h e r at W i l s o n H i g h S c h o o l , is a s i s t e r of M r s . E s t h e r
P e r r y o f Lake S t r e e t , W i l s o n .* * * * * * * * * * * *

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: F i f t y - s i x Bus iness Es tab l i shments in t h e town of W i l ‑
son c o n t r i b u t e d funds t h i s y e a r t o a d v e r t i s e t h e F a i r . W e a r e reminded t h a t
wha t i s g o o d f o r l o c a l bus i ness i s good f o r t h e town .

* * * * * * * * *% * * *
SPECIAL EXHIBIT: The s p e c i a l museum e x h i b i t f o r J u l y w i l l be "Commemora‑

t i v e P l a t e s " s u p e r v i s e d b y L o i s Barnum. H o s t e s s e s who h a v e consen ted t o
g r e e t v i s i t o r s d u r i n g t h e mon th o n Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2 t o 4 ares J u l y 4 t h ,
R u t h G a l e and G r a c e S i n g e r ; J u l y 1 1 t h , B e t t y B e l s c h n e r and H e l e n S t e v e n s }
J u l y 1 8 t h , E leanor and D a n i e l D o u g l a s ; J u l y 2 5 t h , C h r i s Kel lman and H e l e n
B o r n g r a e b e r ; A u g u s t i s t , M i l l i e and Don Croop .* * * * * * * * * * % *

MEETING NOTICE: There w i l l b e n o r e g u l a r m e e t i n g s o f t h e S o c i e t y i n J u l y
and A u g u s t . I n J u l y , a s p e c i a l a u t o t o u r o f F o r t N i a g a r a w i l l l e a v e t h e W i l ‑
son Museum on Sunday, J u l y 18 th . D i n n e r w i l l f o l l o w ~

D o r o t h y T h i l k and L o i s Barnum a r e i n c h a r g e o f a r r a n g e m e n t s . The
B i c e n t e n n i a l Comm. w i l l j o i n w i t h t h e p rog ram commit tee i n m a k i n g arrangements
f o r t h e annua l b a s k e t p i c n i c to be h e l d Monday, A u g u s t 16th at t h e museum at
6PM w i t h e l d e r l y c i t i z e n s a s s p e c i a l g u e s t s .

R e g u l a r m e e t i n g s o f t h e B o a r d o f Tr u s t e e s w i l l convene a s u s u a l o n Wed.
Evening, J u l y 14th, and Wed. e v e n i n g , A u g u s t 1 1 t h ; 8PM at Museum.
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A PAGE FROM HISTORY
Wi lson r e s i d e n t s , i n t e n t o n p u r s u i n g t h e i r d a i l y t a s k s o r "win n g t h e

wa r " a b o u t t h i r t y fi v e years a g o , m i g h t h a v e been astounded h a d - known
t h e y were l i v i n g w i t h i n f o r t y m i l e s o f one o f t h e most a g r e s s i v e i n l i g e n c e
opera t ions o f Wor ld War I I . Camp X, as i t was c a l l e d , was l o c a t e d o r i . i e
Canadian s h o r e nea r t h e To r o n t o - K i n g s t o r . h i g h w a y. I t was t h e r e t h a t agen ts
were t r a i n e d , g u e r i l l a dev i ces t e s t e d , and dummy b u i l d i n g s cons t ruc ted “ i n
i m i t a t i o n o f impor tan t Naz i hide-outs t h a t were to be invaded by parachu t i s t s . "

Roosevel t Beach , j u s t west of W i l s o n , was t h e embarkation p o i n t f r o m which
a p r i v i l e g e d few o n s p e c i a l m iss ions c rossed t h e d a r k l a k e w a t e r s a t n i g h t
where t h e y m i g h t c a t c h b r i e f g l i m s e s of t h e blackened f a c e s of B r i t i s h Comman‑
does. H o w e v e r, t h o u g h r e c r u i t s and equipment c o u l d e a s i l y c r o s s t h e b o r d e r
w i t h o u t a t t r a c t i n g a t t e n t i o n , Camp Xwas h a r d f o r unau thor i zed v i s i t o r s to
r e a c h . Here t ra ined t h e men who were so a d e p t in t h e use of l e t h a l and s i l e n t
weapons, f ew i n h a b i t a n t s were e v e r aware o f t h e i r presence when t h e y r a i d e d
enemy coasts i n E u r o p e .

Anyone in terested i n a more de ta i l ed account o f t h i s s t i r r i n g i n t e l l i g e n c e
opera t i on may r e f e r t o t h e recent n o n - fi c t i o n b e s t s e l l e r , " A Man c a l l e d
I n t r e p i d " , b y Wi l l i am Stevenson . (Our thanks t o D r . A r g u e f o r r e v e a l i n g t h i s
i n t r i g u i n g b i t o f h i s t o r y out o f W i l sen ' s past.)* * * * * * * * * *

POSTSCRIPT: We e r r e d in t h e l a s t “News le t te r ” when we r e f e r r e d to M r s .
M i ld red Moody Eakin as “ M r s . Moody”, b u t we d i d r e c e i v e a phone c a l l f rom
Lou is Swick who t o l d u s t h a t t h e Moot a r t i c l e “ b r o u g h t back some v e r y happy
memories f o r h im" . He s a i d t h a t he knew them w e l l and t h a t t h e y were a fi n e

C h r i s t i a n f a m i l y . H e a l s o r e l a t e d how t h e Moodys used t o c u t t h e wi l lows
t h a t grew a long the creek on t h e Swick p rope r t y. They were j u s t r i g h t f o r

‘ t h e b a s k e t swoven b y t h e Moodys i n t h e e a r l y 1890°s. L o u i s ' s r e c o l l e c t i o n s
a l s o revea ls a good reason why t h e s h o r t h ighway between I r i s h Road and
Route 425 is c a l l e d t h e "Wi l l ow Road" .

+ * * * * * * * * *
"TWINKLING THIMBLERS": O u r a t t e n t i o n h a s been drawn t h i s month to a s m a l l

g r o u p of l a d i e s known as t h e “Puppeteers"”. They a r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e
Wi lson Branch o f I n t e r - C o m m u n i t y H o s p i t a l , a n d h a v e been m e e t i n g r e g u l a r l y f o r
t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s . Through t h e i r ded ica ted e f f o r t s , hundreds e f puppets
have been made and g i v e n t o l i t t l e p a t i e n t s a t t h e Newfane H o s p i t a l . T h i s
g r o u p of conscient ious l a d i e s have t r a n s l a t e d h o u r s of wo rk i n t o s m i l e s of
j o y and happiness f o r many youngsters . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ! !+ * * * * * * * * *

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: A b e a u t i f u l o l d b r a s s l i g h t i n g fi x t u r e s i m i l a r to
those o r i g i n a l l y used i n t h e d e p o t was purchased t h r o u g h M r . Norman L u f f , The
fi x t u r e i s e l e c t r i fi e d and t h e g l o b e s and c e i l i n g hardware were donated b y
M r . L u f f ; A n i n t e r e s t i n g l e t t e r w r i t t e n a n d s i g n e d b y Genera i G r a n t f r o m
Army H e a d q u a r t e r s d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War was d o n a t e d b y M r . W h i t n e y Barnums A n
1898 Ed ison S t a n d a r d Phonograph w i t h c a b i n e t , h o r n , and 36 r e c o r d r o l i s was
donated b y D o r o t h y and E d g a r L o r t ; L u c y Monroe donated a n o l d p o r t a b l e S i n g e r
Sew ing Mach ine ; The P f e i f f e r C o . dona ted an o l d dump wagon used to b u i l d t h e
Townl ine and I d e Roads ; “ B u d " Ward donated a l a r g e 3 s h e l f g l a s s d i s p l a y c a s e .
The S o c i e t y i s a l s o g r a t e f u l t o t h e f o l l o w i n g members who donated numerous
s m a l l i t e m s - p i c t u r e s , b o o k s , e tCe ! , K e n a n d D o r o t h yT r a c e y , M i s . J o n n B u r n s
and Ruth L u f f , t h e O l i v e Wi lson f a m i l y ; M r s . A l i c e C a r t e r , P h y l l i s H u r s t ,
M a r y K i d d e r , D r . and M r s . John A r g u e , M r . and M r s . Norman M o c r e , F r a n c i e P e t r i e ,
D a n i e l Ta t o , and Miss Mable Wi l son .* * * * * * * * * *

A GENTLE REMINDER: A few members have n e g l e c t e d to pay t h e i r membership
dues which were due May 1 , 1976. A “Red S t a r " next to t h e add ress l a b e l on
t h i s "Newslet ter" ind ica tes we can no l o n g e r m a i l a copy to y o u . We hope y o u
renew promptly-the S o c i e t y can e x h i s t o n l y t h r o u g h y o u r i n t e r e s t and support.

* Sd *+* * + + + ££ %&



ELECTION RESULTS: O f fi c e r s e l e c t e d f r o m June 1976-June 1977 ares P r e S e ,
D r . John F . A r g u e ; V i c e - P r e s . , Joseph H i g g i n s ; T r e a s . , M i l d r e d C r o o p ; R e c .
S e c ' y . , Mar tha M a c A s k i l l , and C o r . S e c t y . , N e t t i e S t i m s o n .

Tr u s t e e s e l e c t e d f o r t h r e e y e a r s a r e H e l e n B o r n g r a e b e r, B e r n e K e n t , a n d
K a r l S . W r i g h t .

Committee Heads a r e “By -Laws ” , K a r l W r i g h t s “Caboose ” , D e l b e r t Pfohls
" P l a n n i n g " , W h i t n e y B a r n u m ; " H i g t o r i c e l S i t e s & To u r s " , D o r o t h y T h i l k ;
h e b n H o s t e s s e s " , H e l e n B o r n g r a e b e r ; " L i b r a r y " , M i l d r e d M i d d l e t o n ;
“ M e t i b e r s h i p " , M i l l i e Croops; "Museum", P e g g y Wa r d ; “ P u b l i c a t i o n s ” , Don Croops
"Program", Norm M a c A s k i l l ; “ R e f r e s h m e n t s ” , Winnie F i s c h e r ; and “Ways and
Megms", N e t t i e S t i m s o n .

“fhe "Memorial Committee" is composed of t h e Treasurer,Chrm.e, Head of t h ePlanning Committee and Head of t h e Museum Coinmittee. M o r e may be appo in ted .i * * * * * * * * * *
Hi STUDENT AWARDS: Dee K l e e s , graduate of W i l s o n C e n t r a l S c h o o l , rece ived

" t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y award f o r “ O u t s t a n d i n g s t u d e n t i n H i s t o r y " .
D o u g l a s S m i t h , g r a d u a t e of Niagara-Wheatfield, was awarded a c e r t i fi c a t e and
medal ion f o r " O u t s t a n d i n g Achievement f o r s m a l l e n g i n e and recrea t iona l
v e h i c l e r e p a i r . " * * * * * * * * * %

IN MEMORIAM: The S o c i e t y ' s condolences a r e extended to t h e santas of
M r s . B e t t y B e l s c h n e r i n t h e recen t l o s s o f h e r husband, L e s t e r , age 42.

; * * * * * * * * * *

RECENT VISITORS: A bus load of 7 t h g r a d e r s f r o m N o r t h Pa rk s c h o o l , L o c k p o r t ,
w i t h M i l l i e C r o o p , h o s t e s s . A n o t h e r bus load f r o m N i a g a r a F a l l s c a l l e d “ T h e
Happy Time Grandmothers" were h o s t e d by D o r o t h y T h i l k and F l o s s i e L o r t z . A l s o
t h e 4HLakemen, accompanied by M r s . M y e r s a n d M r s . D a v i s , v i s i t e d t h e museum
on a Monday morn ing w i t h Don and M i l l i e C r o o p i n a t t endance .* * * * * * * * * +

YOU CAN HELP: It h a s b e e n sugges ted t h a t if an unexpected committment
prevents Sunday hos tesses to a t t e n d on d a y ag reed u p o n , t h a t Hos tess Cha i rman ,
He len Borngraeber,please be n o t i fi e d so t h a t a s u b s t i t u t e may be f o u n d . If
you a r e unable to reach He len , p l ease n o t i f y Peggy Ward, Museum Chairman.

Since we adver t i se t h a t t h e museum w i l l be open every Sunday f rom 2 to 4 ,
i t would be unfortunate to have people pay us 4 v i s i t o n l y to fi n d it c losed.

3 * * * * * * * * *ve

MONTHLY EXHIBIT: (7?) Sunday H o s t e s s e s , A u g . i s t , M i l l i e and Don Croops
Augus t 8 t h , Winnie and Rex S t a c y ; August 1 5 t h , Norm and Martha MacAskills
A u g u s t 22nd, E leanor and A r t Canfields August. 2 9 t h , E d i t h D e i t z and Mauae
Mabel Wi lson . ‑* + * * * * * * * *

THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Ruth B a r t l e t t K e r r was b o r n in 1894 at Pek in , Pa . She
marr ied Haro ld K e r r in 1919 and made h e r home at N i a g a r a F a l l s , N . Y. She had
one d a u g h t e r , M r s . Grace K i r k , and two grandsons , W i l l i a m a n d James. M r s
K e r r ' s g r a n d f a t h e r , Ebenezer Bar t l e t t , founded P e k i n , Pa . i n 1845 where h e
b u i l t a saw m i k l and c h a i r f a c t o r y . ” B o t h g r a n d c h i l d r e n served i n t h e U . S . N a v y.* % * * * * * * * *

CENTENNIAL NEWS: " Ta l k of r e c e s s i o n ; P o l i t i c a l scandal in Washingtons
Wnen i n men's c l o t h i n g : Women i n s i s t i n g o n t h e i r r i g h t t o d o men's w o r k ; The
r i s i n g cos t o f g o i n g t o co l l eges ; We i r d c l o t h i n g ; D i s r e s p e c t f u l young peop les
I n e f fi c i e n c y o f t h e P o s t o f fi c e ; The h i g h c o s t o f f u n e r a l s ; and L o n g - h a i r e d
young men. " Sound f a m i l i a r ? I t may r e a d l i k e 1976, b u t a c t u a l l y i t was f r o n t
page news in 1876. ;* * * * * * * * * *

AROUND THE MUSEUM: A t h a n k y o u t o D o n S i n c l a i r wha welded t h e b r a c e s t h a t
were jacked in p l a c e by t h e caboose commi t tee . . . . . a l so to "Bud" Ward f o r r e ‑
m o u n t i n g a t i r e o n t h e mower used b y t h e men t o k e e p t h e g rounds mowed. And
A r t Schnoor has o f f e r e d to donate t h e b l a c k wa lnu t which w i l l be used to
suppor t t h e marb le t o p f rom t h e o l d Midd le ton D r u g s t o r e c o u n t e r.* * * * * * * * * *

AUGUST MEETINGS: Tr u s t e e s , A u g u s t 1 1 t h , 8PM at museums Annua l P i c n i c ,
A u g u s t 16th at 6 PM at museum. B r i n g a d i s h to p a s s , own t a b l e s e r v i c e and
c a r d t a b l e . E l d e r l y W i l s o n i t e s w i l l b e guests o f h o n o r .* * * * * * * * * *

GLASS NEEDED: The c o n t i n u i n g e f f o r t b y B e t t y S t i m s o n t o keep t h e g l a s s
r e c y c l i n g o p e r a t i o n r u n n i n g smoo th l y i s n o t e w o r t h y . N o t o n l y h a v e s i g n s been
p o s t e d a t t h e Jones ' s home o n Lake S t r e e t , b u t s l i n g e r s c i r c u l a t e d t o area
homes by youngsters of Thomas Mark schoo l and t h e Wi lson G i r l Scou ts . N o t
o n l y i s t h e p r o j e c t b e n e fi c i a l e c o l o g y - w i s e , b u t i t a l s o has been a good
source o f income f o r t h e H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y.* * * * + * * + * +

THE GROSS MEDICAL SOCIETY, composed o f p r o m i n e n t Western New Y
and t h e i r w i v e s , v i s i t e d t h e Wilson Museum i n J u l y a s guests o f ber and Mowe
Jonn F. Argue. Membership in t h e s o c i e t y is by i n v i t a t i o n o n l y . 7* * + & * * * * *

NEW MEMBER: The S o c i e t y extends i t s welcome to o u r l a t e s t new members, ~
__Mr. and Mrs. Wayne G e t m a n ,e f Wi lson. C e e a+ 8 &©* & & & * He%
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BATTERY M S T I L L LIVES
We have h a d some i n t e r e s t i n g cor respondence o v e r t h e y e a r s w i t h one of o u r

o u t - o f - s t a t e members, M r . C h a r l e s Peacock o f Ch ickamauga , Ga . A s a h i s t o r i a n
he h a s shown cons iderab le i n t e r e s t in t h e S o c i e t y ' s “ B i l l y Sherman” b o o k l e t ,
and p u r c h a s e d s e v e r a l . One is in t h e a r c h i v e s o f t h e Cha t tanooga Area H i s t o r ‑
i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ; a n o t h e r was g i v e n t o a l i f e - l o n g f r i e n d , M r . Lee A n d e r s o n ,
who h a s won many Freedom Foundat ion and Amer ican L e g i o n awards f o r h i s e d i t o r ‑
i a l s . I t was t h r o u g h M r . Anderson t h a t a two column spread a b o u t " B i l l y
Sherman" appeared i n t h e C h a t t a n o o g a News-Free P r e s s , March 3 , 1974. The W i l ‑
son S o c i e t y was p r o m i n e n t l y mentioned f o r h o n o r i n g t h e f o r m e r Con federa te
C i v i l War h o r s e .

A l t h o u g h M r . Peacock l i v e s i n G e o r g i a , h i s f a m i l y o r i g i n a l l y l i v e d i n New
Yo r k . A c c o r d i n g t o him h i s p a t e r n a l g r a n d f a t h e r o r g a n i z e d a Co. i n one o f
t h e NYS v o l u n t e e r u n i t s , was commissioned, s e r v e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w a r , and was
d i s c h a r g e d a t N a s h v i l l e , Te n n . H e chose t o rema in i n t h e s o u t h .

On a h u r r i e d t r i p t h r o u g h Cha t t anooga r e c e n t l y we were unab le to t o u r a l l
t h e b a t t l e scenes because of a fl u a t t a c k , however we d i d v i s i t t h e impressive
New Yo r k Monument on Lookout Mountain. It was p laced t h e r e to commemorate t h e
serv ices o f New Yo r k s o l d i e r s who p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e b a t t l e s o f “Lookout M t . ” ,
" C h a t t a n o o g a " , and " M i s s i o n a r y R i d g e ” . I t was b u i l t a t a cost o f $114,635.00
and 414 G.A .R . s o l d i e r s f r o m New York -a t tended t h e ded ica t i on in 1910--amongst
them, some Wi lson veterans f r o m B a t t e r y M. A t a b l e t on t h e monument b e a r s

‘

t h e f o l l o w i n g i n s c r i p t i o n : " T w e l f t hArmy Corps, M a j . Gen. Hen ry W . Slocum,
C o m m a n d i n g . 1 s t N . Y. L i g h t B a t t e r y M-- Reynolds A r t y . B r i g a d e - - Mustered i n
Oc tober 1 4 , 1861, Mustered ou t June 2 3 , 1865. Present f o r d u t y on November
22, 1863, 3 o f fi c e r s and 106 e n l i s t e d men.”* * * * * * * * * *

THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Edward L o n s b e r y was b o r n in N i a g a r a F a l l s a n d is a r e ‑
t i r e d employee of t h e Carborundum Company. He s e t t l e d in W i l s o n in 1939 and
f o r many y e a r s r a n a l a r g e f a r m o n t h e D a n i e l s R d . H i s f a t h e r was a s i l v e r ‑
b u f f e r and p o l i s h e r . E d and h i s w i f e M i l d r e d a r e f a m i l i a r fi g u r e s i n t h e W i l ‑
son community and now l i v e in t h e H a r b o r T r a i l o r P a r k . They a t t e n d S t . P a u l ' s
L u t h e r a n Chu rch , b o w l w i t h t h e r e t i r e d c o u p l e ' s l e a g u e , and spend t h e i r w i n t e r s
i n F l o r i d a . E d and M i l d r e d have a l w a y s b e e n w i l l i n g h e l p e r s when t h e r ’ s wo rk
to be done at t h e museum.* * * * * * * * * *

LESS W EFORGET: The Wi lson S o c i e t y , f u l l y aware o f t h e t ime a n d e f f o r t
expended i n t h e S o c i e t y ' s i n t e r e s t b y t h e s e f o r m e r O f fi c e r s and Committee
Heads, extends i t s s incere app rec ia t i on to K a r l S . W r i g h t , V i c e - P r e s ; Susan
C r u i c k s h a n k , R e c . Sec'ys; E l l a Mae P e t e r s , C o r . Sec* ’y ; John R o d g e r s , T r u s t e e ;
“Chuck” Campbel l , Ways and M e a n s ; Mar ion Campbel l , Memberships E l o i s e
C u l v e r w e l l , R e f r e s h m e n t s ; and M i l l i e C r o o p , Co-Chrm. , Museum.* * * * * * * * * *

REMINISCING: M a r g u e r i t e L a n g d o n w r i t e s t h a t 58 yea rs a g o , a h u g e Ta b e r ‑
n a c l e t e n t was erec ted j u s t n o r t h o f t h e C a t h o l i c Church . A f e w years l a t e r
a s i m i l a r t e n t was erected behindvthe Method is t Church . Many l o c a l c i t i z e n s
were "saved" a t t h e s e m e e t i n g s . She a l s o c la ims t h a t a b o u t t h i s same t i m e ,
medic ine shows were p u t on in t h e theater. Besides b u y i n g t h e f a b u l o u s cure
" E l i x e r " , one cou ld a l s o b u y boxes o f t a f f y and win a p r i z e .

M a r g u e r i t e a s k s t h e q u e s t i o n , “ D o e s anyone remember t h e Chau tauqua t e n t
which was beh ind t h e school?" Each y e a r l e c t u r e s were i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h s t a g e
p l a y s and t e n o r s . L u c k y c h i l d r e n f o u n d f r e e passes h u n t i n g f o r t i c k e t s o n t h e
school g rounds . ( E d i t o r ' s notes Anyone o v e r 6 0 should remember t h e Red P a t h
Chautauqua d a y s . I saw many performances as a b o y in t h e e a r l y 2 0 ' s . We
school c h i l d r e n once competed f o r p a r t s as "animais” f o r a mat inee performance.

' M y fi r s t debu t a s a n “ a c t o r ” had m e hopp ing around t h e s tage dressed t o l o o k
l i k e a bunny r a b b i t . ) * * * * * * * * +

BON MOT: We must a l w a y s have o l d memories and young h o p e s .



NEW MEMBERS: The S o c i e t y welcomes M i l d r e d a n d E l i z a b e t h Hammond o f Win ‑
n i p e g , M a n i t o b a , Canada,who h a v e t a k e n o u t L i f e Memberships. T h e i r U n c l e ,
R i cha rd P a t t e r s o n , was t h e s t a t i o n agen t a t t h e d e p o t after whom t h e new
mee t i ng room was r e c e n t l y named and ded i ca ted . On a v i s i t t o W i l son two yea rs
ago t h e y v i s i t e d t h e museum a s g u e s t s o f E s t h e r A l b r i g h t and D o r o t h y T h i l k .

The S o c i e t y i s a l s o happy t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new annual members,
M r s . Frances Crossman M i l l e r o f C a l i f o r n i a , M r s . June C l a r k Wince o f West
V i r g i n i a , K e n n e t h G a s k i l l o f O h i o , J a c k P l e s u r o f V i r g i n i a , M r s . Donna G i l e s
Burke o f Rensse lae r, N . Y . , and W i l l i s S t r i c k l a n d o f L o c k p o r t .

* * * * * cd * * * *
IN MEMORIAM: The S o c i e t y e x t e n d s i t s condo lences to t h e f a m i l y o f Hazel Me

Hami l ton who d i e d J u l y 22nd a t Dunedin, F l o r i d a . She was a n a t i v e o f W i l s o n
and moved t o F l o r i d a i n 1967.* * * * * * * * * *

REUNION: N i n e g r a d u a t e s o f W i l s o n H i g h S c h o o l , c l a s s o f 1926, c e l e b r a t e d
t h e i r 50th r e u n i o n o n A u g u s t 7 t h a t t h e S h e r a t o n I n n , L o c k p o r t . O f the 1 9
o r i g i n a l g r a d u a t e s , seven s e n t t h e i r r e g r e t s a n d t h r e e a r e deceased: Viola
F o w l e r , L o r e n W r i g h t , and C h a r l e s A l l g e i e r . T h o s e a t t e n d i n g t h e f e s t i v i t i e s
were, M r . and M r s . Jack M i l l e r o f Pa lm S p r i n g s , C a l i f o r n i a ; M r . and M r s .
Edmund Burke o f Rensse lea r, N . Y. : M r . and M r s . Kenne th G a s k i l l o f C leve land ,
O h i o ; M r . a n d M r s . Lorenzo Bowersox of B a r k e r , N .Y.3 ; M r . and M r s . M a i t l a n d
S m i t h of O l c o t t , N . Y . ; M r . a n d M r s . L e o n a r d Ta b o r ; M r . and M r s . Lawrence
Pease ; M r . a n d M r s . H a r o l d A l b r i g h t ; a n d h o s t s M r . and M r s . Norman T h i l k ,
a l l f r om Wi l son . * * * * * * * * * *

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: A r e f r i g e r a t o r f r o m M r . and M r s . Tom S h a r p e ; A
r e f r i g e r a t e d j u i c e d i s p e n s e r f r o m F r a n k H a y e s ; A B i b l e f r o m C a r r i e B id leman;
Framed p i c t u r e o f A r t h u r B l e m a s t e r, Wi lson H i g h Pr inc ipa l (1929-1945) , Wool
s l e i g h r o b e and l a r g e p a i s l e y c o v e r t h a t b e l o n g e d t o M r s . Chas. I s r a e l , f r o m
h e r g r a n d a u g h t e r , M r s . S t u a r t ( E r n i e ) Wa l p o l e ; P i c t u r e o f m i l i t a r y g r o u p
i n c l u d i n g A r t S c h n o o r ' s Unc le f r o m A r t S c h n o o r ; T h r e e I n d i a n ar row heads
f o u n d o n t h e W. E . Buchner f a r m f r o m C h a r l e s B u c h n e r ; R e p u b l i c a n C e n t e n n i a l
P l a c q u e (1854-1954) f r o m Mary Kidders 1920 w h i t e c r e p e wedding d r e s s f r o m
M r . and Mrs . Char les Kenneth ; Books and 75 y r . o l d h e a r t h g r i l l e f rom W i l l i s
S t r i c k l a n d ; Cabbage c u t t e r f rom Donald D i e t r i c k ; and 3 2 o l d p o s t c a r d s o f
Wilson owned by Cora Bush and M r s . N e t t i e Johnson, donated by Grace S i n g e r
and M r s . E s t h e r Pope. * * * * * * * * * *

BICENTENNIAL NEWS: The Bicentenn{fa41 Cémmittee has p r o v i d e d i d e n t i fi c a t i o n
s i g n s f o r t h r e e l a r g e t rees in t h e town of Wi lson. A P o p l a r on t h e R o b e r t
Waite p r o p e r t y, McChesney S t . , i s the l a r g e s t measuring 17 '6 " ; a Box E l d e r
on t h e Rober t Smi th fa rm, Maple and Nelson r o a d s , measures 1 4 ' 7 " ; and t h e
l a r g e s t Maple in town is a t t h e Herman T h i l k home, Ches tnu t R d . , South Wi lson ,
and measures 13' 4 " , The t rees were measured and s e l e c t e d by members of t h e
Wilson 4 H Lakemen Club a s t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e B icen tenn ia l c e l e b r a t i o n .

The V i l l a g e o f Wi l son i s a l s o making p l a n s t o r e p l a c e t h e l i g h t s and w i r i n g
on t h e o l d " Ta b o r " b r i d g e , L a k e S t . , as a commemorative Bicentennia l p r o j e c t .
A n e f f o r t w i l l ' a l s o b e made t o c l e a r t h e c r e e k o f weeds a n d d e b r i s t o h e l p
b e a u t i f y t h e area. D o c t o r Ta b o r s e r v e d t h e Wi lson community ove r f o r t y y e a r s
and t h e house n o r t h o f t h e c r e e k a n d west o f t h e b r i d g e was b u i l t b y h im.* * * * * * * * * +

MEMORIALS: The S o c i e t y r e c e n t l y r e c e i v e d a c h e c k f r o m M r s . M i l d r e d Moody
Eakin of Lakeland, F l o r i d a , to p r o v i d e a Memorial in memory of h e r mo the r,

Mary E . P e t t i t Moody.* * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER ACTIVITIES: The Tr u s t e e m e e t i n g w i l l be Wednesday e v e n i n g , 7 PM,

S e p ' t . 15th at t h e T h i l k C o t t a g e . They wou ld l i k e a l l committee chairmen to
a t t e n d a l l meet ings to make r e p o r t s . A w r i t t e n r e p o r t should be submi t ted i f
chairmen a r e unab le to a t t e n d .

The mon th l y museum e x h i b i t w i l l be " O l d Med i ca l Equipment” u n d e r t h e
s u p e r v i s i o n o f M r s . E l l a Mae P e t e r s . Hostesses a r e S e p ' t . 5 t h , M r s . D o r i s
T a r r ; S e p ' t . 1 2 t h , Jean a n d J o h n A r g u e ; S e p * t . 1 9 t h , E l l a Mae a n d E d P e t e r s ;
S e p ' t . 26th, (pending)

The R e g u l a r m e e t i n g w i l l convene a t t h e museum a t 7:30 PM, Monday e v e n i n g ,
S e p ' t 20 th . M r . Herman S t i e g l e r w i l l demonstrate square dance t e c h n i c s , a n d
members may e i t h e r j u s t wa tch or j o i n in t h e f u n . The refreshment committee
w i l l b e Jean Swanson, Chrm., M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , and Leona Beute l .

A N iaga ra T r a i l t o u r i s p lanned f o r Sunday, S e p ' t . 26th. Bus w i l l l e a v e
f r o m museum at 1 : 0 0 PM. B r i n g a l o n g box or p i c n i c lunch. C a l l L o i s Barnum
or Doro thy T h i l k f o r i n fo rma t ion a n d rese rva t i ons .* * * * * * * * * *

YEARBOOKS NEEDED: The l i b r a r y committee would l i k e to g e t H i g h Schoo l
programs and y e a r b o o k s f o r a s many y e a r s a s p o s s i b l e . Maybe you can h e l p .

* + * cd * * * * * +
A THOUGHT FOR TODAY: Alexander Hami l ton once s a i d , “ N o t o n l y t h e wea l th

b u t t h e Independence and S e c u r i t y of a c o u n t r y appear to be m a t e r i a l l y
connected w i t h t h e P r o s p e r i t y of manufacturers." .* * * * * *

dePOSTSCRIPT: I t s better, to be 70 years young than 40 years ol
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WILSON CEMETERIES |
I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e fi r s t W i l s o n p i o n e e r t o d i e i n t h e s e t t l e m e n t was

Stephen sheldon. He b u i l t a h o u s e at t h e m o u t h of t w e l v e m i l e c r e e k where he
d i e d i n t h e f a l l o f 1812. t i s known t h a t i n t e r n m e n t s were made a t t h e e a s t
end o f " S u n s e t I s l a n d " , a n d t h a t i s w h e r e h e i s b e l i e v e d t o have been b u r i e d .
Ano the r b u r i a l g r o u n d was l o c a t e d a t t h e wes t end o f Young S t r e e t on t h e h i l l
j u s t s o u t h and e a s t o f t h e c r e e k , and a number o f W i l s o n ' s e a r l y r e s i d e n t s
were b u r i e d t h e r e a l s o .

I n 1846 a two a c r e p l o t was s e t a s i d e as a cemetery on t h e sou thwes t c o r ‑
n e r o f t h e N a t h a n i e l Dav i s f a r m , l o t 90 , t o w n s h i p 15 , r a n g e 7 . Th is was l o ‑
c a t e d o n t h e eas t s i d e o f t h e Wi lson-Cambr ia r o a d o p p o s i t e f r o m where t h e
ra i l r oad d e p o t (museum) now s t a n d s .

O n O c t o b e r 25 , 1850, N a t h a n i e l D a v i s and A l f r e d Ransom p r e s i d e d o v e r a
m e e t i n g a t wh i ch a n o f f e r was made b y L u t h e r W i l s o n t o dona te e i g h t a n d one
q u a r t e r a c r e s o f l a n d n e a r t h e h a r b o r f o r a more s u i t a b l e b u r i a l g r o u n d . The
o f f e r was accepted and p r o p e r s teps were t a k e n under t he r u r a l cemetery laws
t o i n c o r p o r a t e , and t h e Greenwood Cemetery Assoc ia t i on was o r g a n i z e d . L u t h e r
Wilson, C u r t i s P e t t i t , Morgan Johnson, John Onderdonk, R o b e r t McChesney,
Simon Sheldon, Nathan ie l D a v i s , Hiram Ta b o r, and Enoch Pease were e l e c t e d
Trustees. F i ve y e a r s l a t e r on December 27 , 1855, t h e l a n d was a c t u a l l y deed ‑
e d over t o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n b y Lu ther amd Sarah W i l s o n , Trus tees a t t h i s t ime
were R o b e r t McChesney, Simon S h e l d d e r t D o x , L u r e n Wi lson , Ha rvey J o h n - .
son, C a l v i n P r a t t , Hiram Ta b o r, Abf@u.. . d s b u r g , and C u r t i s P e t t i t . A d d i t i o n a l
l and was l a t e r purchased to a l l o w f o r a l a r g e r b u r i a l g r o u n d , walkway, and
dr iveway to Harbor s t r e e t .

Be fo re g r a d i n g work f o r t h e Rome, Watertown, and Ogdensburg r a i l r o a d was
s t a r t e d t h r o u g h t h e town i n 1872 , E l d e r t Dox, Dav id Barnum, and Harvey John‑
son were a p p o i n t e d Commissioners of Removal at t h e N a t h a n i e l Dav is f a r m cem=
e t e r y s i n c e t h e t r a c k s f o r t h e new r o a d were s u r v e y e d t o pass t h r o u g h t h e
cemetery. A l l persons i n t e r r e d t h e r e were removed to Greenwood Cemetery and
r e c o r d s k e p t in compl iance w i t h S t a t e Law so t h o s e removed c o u l d be l o c a t e d
b y t h e i r f a m i l i e s .

Greenwood Cemete ry is now t h e o n l y one in town, b u t t h e r e have b e e n o t h e r s
t h a t d isappeared o v e r t h e y e a r s t h r o u g h n e g l e c t . One was b e l i e v e d to have
been l o c a t e d o n t h e D a n i e l ' s Road between New a n d German Roads. Ano the r was
o n t h e grounds o f t h e o l d S t . P e t e r ’ s German E v a n g e l i c a l Lutheran Church t h a t
was once l o c a t e d o n t h e n o r t h s i d e o f Ne l son Road between Route 425 and Map le
Road. The chu rch burned and n e v e r was r e - b u i l t , b u t some headstones a r e
s t i l l v i s i b l e . Though g rown o v e r w i t h b r u s h a n d neg lec ted , g raves can s t i l l
b e i d e n t i fi e d f o r Johann Bobz ien , M . Bobz ien , a n d a 2 0 y r . o l d son o f M a r y
and F r i t z Smi th who d i e d i n 1890.

In e a r l y days it was sometimes cus tomary to b u r y p e r s o n s on p r i v a t e p l o t s .
One o f t h e s e may b e seen b a c k o f t h e Ness p r o p e r t y o n West Lake Road where
t h r e e or f o u r m a r k e r s f o r a W i l l i a m s f a m i l y h a v e n e a r l y d isappeared t h r o u g h
t h e r a v a g e s of t i m e and vandal ism.* * % + * * * * * *

PUBLICATIONS: In response to a c o n t i n u i n g demand, 100 a d d i t i o n a l c o p i e s
o f " T a l l Ta l e s and Legends" h a s been p r i n t e d . A new b o o k l e t , "The Va l i a n t
Men o f B a t t e r y M " i s e x p e c t e d t o b e r e a d y f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n t h i s f a l l a f t e r
T h a n k s g i v i n g . I n i t w i l l b e a r e v i s e d “ S t o r y o f B i l l y Sherman" , " D e d i c a t i o n
S e r v i c e " , and much more.

The S o c i e t y w i l l b e p l e a s e d t o n o t e t h a t Concord ia E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
Church, Beebe Road, p u b l i s h e d a Commemorative Program to c e l e b r a t e t h e i r
100th a n n i v e r s a r y August 22, 1976. I n i t was a copy o f t h e church h i s t o r y
p r i n t e d i n t h e S o c i e t y ' s p u b l i c a t i o n , " T h e Churches o f Wi lson" . E x l e y U n i t e d
Method is t Church has a l s o u s e d a condensed v e r s i o n o f i t s h i s t o r y p u b l i s h e d
in t h e same b o o k l e t to use in t h e i r 150th Ann ive rsa ry Church D i r e c t o r y . E x l e y
w i l l h o l d a Commemorative S e r v i c e O c t o b e r 24, 1976.* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: In t h e faces of men and women I see God. ( Wa l t Whitman)



FAMILY PORTRAIT: D o r i s Knapp Ta r r t races h e r p a t e r n a l a n c e s t r y to Nicho~
l a s Knapp (1600) , who came f r o m E n g l a n d to Watertown, Mass . , in 1632; a l s o
E l i a s Cady who moved to D r y d e n Townsh ip , N . Y. in 1816. The Cadys were p r o m i ‑
n e n t i n D r y d e n and b o t h E l i a s a n d a g r a n d s o n , John Cady s e r v e d i n t h e New
Yo r k S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e . M r s . T a r r ' s maternal a n c e s t r y dates back t o Alexan ‑
d e r Jameson o f S c o t l a n d (1702 ) , and I s r a e l Wood, i s t E a r l o f Warwick C a s t l e ,
E n g l a n d ( 1 6 0 0 ) . H i s t o r y b u f f s w i l l r e c a l l t h a t Wood j o i n e d w i t h t h e Duke o f
Yo r k in 1640 and s a i l e d to America to d r i v e t h e Dutch f r o m New Yo r k . The
Co lony was c la imed f o r E n g l a n d and I s r a e l Wood purchased p a r t o f t h e l a n d s
t h a t a r e now known a s M a n h a t t a n a n d B r o o k l y n .

D o r i s T a r r , d a u g h t e r o f D r . A l b e r t Cady Knapp and L i l l i a n Jameson, was
b o r n i n t h e s m a l l town o f L o c k e , Cayuga C o u n t y. She g r a d u a t e d f r o m C o r t l a n d
H i g h S c h o o l i n 1919 a n d r e c e i v e d h e r A . B . a t S y r a c u s e U n i v e r s i t y . She
s m i l i n g l y r e c a l l s t h a t when h e r f a m i l y moved t o C o r t l a n d , t h e days o f t h e
“ c o u n t r y d o c t o r " were o v e r - - - n o l o n g e r w o u l d o p e r a t i o n s b e p e r f o r m e d o n h e r
m o t h e r ' s k i t c h e n t a b l e . D o c t o r s t o d a y m i g h t b e s t a r t l e d t o know t h a t o f fi c e
c a l l s were 50¢ a n d $ 1 . 0 0 o r $2.00 i f h e r f a t h e r h a d t o b e b o t h d o c t o r a n d
nursemaid f o r two or t h r e e d a y s .

When D o r i s g r a d u a t e d f r o m S y r a c u s e she o b t a i n e d a p o s i t i o n a s h i s t o r y
t e a c h e r in Wel l sboro , P a . I t was t h e r e t h a t s h e met L . E r n e s t T a r r , a l s o a
t e a c h e r, and t h e y were m a r r i e d i n 1930. D u r i n g t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n t h e y
moved to C o r t l a n d where M r . T a r r was a Commerc ia l t e a c h e r in t h e h i g h s c h o o l .
T h e y a l s o opened a fl o w e r s h o p where D o r i s p e r f e c t e d h e r a r t i s t i c t a l e n t
mak ing fl o r a l p i e c e s f o r wedd ings and f u n e r a l s . Whi le l i v i n g a t C o r t l a n d
t h e i r o n l y s o n , J o h n , was b o r n .

M r s . T a r r showed c o n s i d e r a b l e bus iness e n t e r p r i s e a t a n e a r l y age when,
a s a l i t t l e g i r l a t D r y d e n , s h e c l i p p e d o f f h e r b e a u t i f u l c u r l s and s o l d them
t o a d m i r e r s f o r 5 t o 2 5 c e n t s each. Some t h i r t y y e a r s l a t e r , when h e r h u s ‑
bandbecame P r i n c i p a l at D r y d e n in 1938, many p e o p l e remembered D o r i s and t o l d
h e r t h e y s t i l l k e p t t h o s e c u r l s in t h e i r B i b l e s or in t h e back of watches.
I n r e c a l l i n g t h e s p a n k i n g she r e c e i v e d f r o m h e r m o t h e r , D o r i s wou ld p r o b a b l y
b e t h e fi r s t t o acknowledge t h a t "bus iness e n t e r p r i s e s " sometimes have
unexpec ted drawbacks.

The Ta r r s l e f t Dryden in 1946 when M r . Ta r r was appo in ted P r i n c i p a l o f
t h e Wi lson C e n t r a l Schoo l . H e r e t i r e d i n 1964 and passed away i n 1969.
T h e i r son John mar r i ed Eve l yn Menzel and t h e y have th ree ch i l d ren , G a r y ,
James, and S h e r r y . D o r i s remains i n W i l s o n , l i v e s i n r e t i r e m e n t o n E a s t
Lake Road, and is s t i l l v e r y a c t i v e if;sweemunity a f f a i r s and E x l e y Un i ted
Me thod i s t Church where she i s an Honer~ ‘ L i f e Member o f t h e Admin i s t r a t i ve
Board. .

* * * * * * % * * a)*
MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: The Board of Trus tees has adopted a new p o l i c y f o r

a c c e p t i n g donat ions t o t h e museum. A n A c q u i s i t i o n s Committee w i l l b e formed,
and if approved by t h e membership, w i l l be inc luded in t h e By-Laws of t h e
S o c i e t y . The Commit tee w i l l c o n s i s t of t h e Chairman of t h e Museum, Chairman of
t h e L i b r a r y , and one a p p o i n t e d member o f t h e B o a r d . I f y o u o r any o f y o u r
f r i e n d s h a v e a r t i c l e s t o dona te t o t h e museum, d o n o t l e a v e them a t t h e
museum b e f o r e t a l k i n g w i t h one o f t h e f o l l o w i n g p e r s o n s : Peggy Ward (6792)3
M i l d r e d M i d d l e t o n (6626) o r J - s e p h H i g g i n s , 263 O n t a r i o S t r e e t , W i l son .* * . * * * * * * *

OCTOBER AT THE MUSEUM: ‘The theme f o r O c t o b e r ( q u o t i n g James Whitcomb Riley)
" s e t s m y h e a r t a c l i c k i n ' l i x e t h e t i c k i n ’ o f a c l o c k , When t h e f r o s t i s o n t h e
p u n k i n a n d t h e f o d d e r ' s i n t h e s h o c k " . Ye s , Oc tobe r w i l l b e a n e x c i t i n g month
w i t h a n e x h i b i t s u p e r v i s e d b y P e g g y Ward and N e t t i e S t i m s o n . I t w i l l f e a t u r e
r u s h or w i c k e r i t e m s , s t u f f e d d u c k s , Hal lowe*en and o t h e r i tems r e l a t e d to t h e
f a l l season. O f c o u r s e a l l members a r e i n v i t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e , a n d any i t e m
w i l l b e a c c e p t e d f o r d i s p l a y t h r o u g h t h e fi r s t week i n O c t o b e r - - j u s t phon
Peggy o r N e t t i e . . . 7

O n S a t u r d a y , O c t o b e r 9 t h , a bus load o f members f r o m t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y
of t h e Tonawandas w i l l v i s i t t h e museum where t h e y p l a n to have a b a s k e t
l u n c h . C o f f e e a n d t e a w i l l b e p r o v i d e d f o r o u r g u e s t s w i t h D o r o t h y T h i l k and
M i l d r e d M i d d l e t o n s e r v i n g a s h o s t e s s e s . W i l l a r d B . D i t t m a r , w e l l known h i s t o r ‑
j a n a n d C u r a t o r of t h e Tonawanda S o c i e t y w i l l accompany t h e g r o u p .

R e g u l a r S u n d a y H o s t s a n d Hos tesses in O c t o b e r w i l l be as f o l l o w s : O c t . 3 r d ,
K a r l a n d Gwenn W r i g h t s O c t . 1 0 t h , W a l l y and Peggy Wa r d ; O c t . 1 7 t h , E d and
D o r o t h y L o r t ; O c t . 24th, D o c t o r a n d J e a n A r g u e ; O c t . 3 1 s t , F r e d and S a r a B e r r y .

Tr u s t e e s w i l l meet O c t . 1 3 t h , 7:30 P M a t museum. R e g u l a r meeting will b e
conduc ted O c t . 18 th a t museum. SurpriseFreee Fae eae Commit tee w i l l be

Josephine C o n n o r s , Chrms E l e a n o r* * * * * * * * * *
WELCOME: M r . and M r s . Gordon Hayes o f W i l s o n - - o u r l a t e s t new annua l members.* * * * * * * * * +
THE BICENTENNIAL PICNIC was a g r e a t success. Good f o o d and good entertain‑

ment thanks t o " P i n k y " Robinson o f Major Bowes fame, o u r e n t h u s i a s t i c p i a n i s t ,
Frances G o l d t h o r p e , and a b e a u t i f u l s o l o b y s p e c i a l g u e s t , M y r a Wakeman,* * * 2 2 2

THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Emily Faye Smith Pisello was b o r n in B i rm ingham, A l a .
She and h e r husband moved to Wi lson in 1968. They have 4 children, Twins John
and James, G i n a and G l o r i a . Her father ran a grocery store in Eve rg reen ,A la .*



EARLY ROADS ‑
The first r o a d , a c c o r d i n g t o Reuben W i l s o n , was opened u p i n 1811 f rom

F o r t N i a g a r a to Somerset and was known as t h e L a k e r o a d .
The Youngstown r o a d to Van Horne ' s M i l l ( B u r t ) , was l a i d o u t in 1816 by

r o a d commissioners Abner Crossman and G e o r g e S h e l d o n . It was surveyed by
Joseph Aiken who d i d most of t h e r o a d s up to J u n e , 1 8 2 0 ,

The Town L i n e r o a d f r o m L a k e O n t a r i o s o u t h was l a i d o u t o n a l i n e between
ranges # 7 and # 8 o f t h e H o l l a n d Land C o . s u r v e y . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note
t h a t i t o r i g i n a l l y r a n south two m i l e s , t h e n sou thwes t t o t h e co rne r o f town.
I t was s t r a i g h t e n e d o u t i n November, 1819, and con t inued sou th t o t h e Cambria
settlement and t h e o ld r o a d abandoned. To d a y it is S t a t e r o a d Rte 425.

The Slash road s t a r t e d a t L a k e O n t a r i o be tween l o t s # 7 2 and #82, and was
l a i d ou t due sou th i n November, 1818. I t j o i n e d w i t h t h e Marsh Se t t l emen t
road (Chestnut r o a d ) . The S l a s h r o a d (now Maple r o a d ) g o t i t s o r i g i n a l name.
f rom t h e fact tha t D a n i e l Holmes h a d t h e j o b o f c l e a r i n g t h e t i m b e r and .
s l a s h i n g preparatory to b u r n i n g it f o r a r i g h t of way.

As other roads were cut t h r o u g h t h e wi lderness and swamps, t h e y g e n e r a l l y
were named f o r t h e e a r l y s e t t l e r s who l i v e d on them. F o r i ns tance , t h e Marsh
Se t t l emen t road was named a f t e r Joseph Marsh who s e t t l e d on l o t #65 in 1824
at what is now t h e corner of Beebe and Chestnut r o a d s . The Marsh road was
l a t e r c a l l e d Chestnut S t . , and around 1934 t h e h ighway had s i g n s posted on
i t i n d i c a t i n g i t as t h e Warrens Corners-South Wi lson Rd. To d a y, s ince t h e r e
{gs a Chestnut S t . in t h e v i l l a g e of Wilson, t h e h ighway is c a l l e d Chestnut Rd.

O t h e r e a r l y s e t t l e r s who h a d roads named f o r them were " D a n i e l s " , " F i t c h " ,“Beaebe" ‘ “ Jonas" (now German) : "Palmer"> “"Tde" ; "Randal l" . " B r a y l e y ” , "Nelson" ‘
“ H a r r i s " , " F a r l e y " , and " H u r l b u r t " . V i l l a g e s t ree t s c a r r y i n g t h e names o f
e a r l y residents are "Dox " , “ W i l c o x ” , “McChesney” , " Yo u n g " , "War ren" , " P e t t i t "
“Haner" . In t h e l a t e 1800 's f a r m e r s donated l a b o r each y e a r to h e l p keep t h e
roads in r e p a i r , T h i s sometimes meant u s i n g teams and wagons to draw s tone
o r o t h e r needed m a t e r i a l s . A s t i m e went o n , some f o u n d i t e a s i e r t o h i r e
some one t o “ w o r k o u t " t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n t o t h e town . T h i s e v e n t u a l l y l e d t o
t h e fo rma t i on of I o c a l h i g h w a y departments a n d t a x i n g everyone to c o v e r cos ts .* * * * * * * *

BICENTENNIAL NOTE: It seems r a t h e r amus ing t o d a y t h a t p r i o r to t h e Revol ‑
u t i o n , such terms a s " Ya n k e e " , " D o o d l e " , o r " D a n d y " , were o f t e n used i n s u l t ‑
i n g l y by t h e B r i t i s h to poke f u n at someone t h e y considered f o o l s or s imp le ‑
t o n s , The s o n g , "Yankee D o o d l e " , was w r i t t e n d u r i n g t h e F r e n c h and I n d i a n
Wars b y a B r i t i s h s u r g e o n , D r o S c h u c k b u r g , w h i l e s t a t i o n e d a t F o r t C r a i l e , now
Rensse laer, N . Y. The D o c t o r h a d j u s t watched a company of r a g g e d , unkempt ,
American Provincials s t r a g g l e i n t o t h e F o r t w h i l e c o n s t a n t l y a r g u i n g w i t h
t h e i r o f fi c e r s . A s a j o k e , t h e d o c t o r wro te t h e l y r i c s t o “Yankee D o o d l e " ,
and presénted i t to t h e Americans as THE t u n e to d r i l l b y . They d i d , and t h e
B r i t i s h soldiers watched and l a u g h e d .

Though “Yankee Doodle” was w r i t t e n t o p o k e f u n a t t h e American P r o v i n c i a l s ,
t h e c a t c h y tune c a u g h t o n and soon became a camp f a v o r i t e . L a t e r d u r i n g t h e
Revolut ion, i t was p roud l y s u n g by t h e Minutemen a f t e r r o u t i n g t h e B r i t i s h at
Concord and L e x i n g t o n ; it was p l a y e d when B u r g o y n e surrendered to Gates at
S a r a t o g a in 17773; and it was p layed when Cornwal l i s surrendered to Wash ing ton
at Yorktown in 1781. America's “ c o u n t r y bumpkins" , as M i l i t i a m e n and s o l d i e r s
of t h e Continental A r m y , f o u g h t to t h e s t r a i n s of one of t h e b e s t m a r c h i n g
tunes ever w r i t t e n , and t r iumphed ove r t h e b e s t pro fess iona ls B r i t a i n c o u l d
mus te re % * * * + * * *

IN MEMORIAM: The S o c i e t y s a d l y notes t h e recent demise of M r . Wa l t e r
Goodman, husband of Mariet ta McClel lan Goodman and f a t h e r of Wal lace Goodman.j to a l l members of t h e f a m i l y .The S o c i e t y extends i t s sympa thy 9 11 m e m b e r s o f

i t h e o t h e r party i s p o l i t i c s .BON MOTs To e r r is human to blame it on t h e , p a r t y



MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: From Edward H u r t g a m , B a r n boards f o r meeting r o o m }
G . S . C o l l i n s , P i c t u r e p o s t c a r d s a n d bock,”"Beauties of Friendship" 5 L o u i s
Scho rb , Framed p i c t u r e s o f O l c o t t B e a c h , L o c k p o r t L o c k s , D ionne Q u i n t u p l e t s ,
Wo r l d War I Mess K i t , S t e e l H e l m e t , a n d W i l d B o a r t u s k f r o m F r a n c e ; C r y s t a l
r a d i o s e t w i t h e a r p h o n e s , hand a u t o h o r n , s p o t l i g h t , g r u b hoe, a n d ca rpen te r
t o o l s and p l a n e s t h a t b e l o n g e d to t h e Tu g w e l l f a m i l y s Bessie C r a w f o r d , M i s c .
c o l l e c t i o n o f I n v i t a t i o n s , R e c e i p t s , a n d o t h e r i t e m s p e r t a i n i n g t o Wilsons
John A r g u e , two p o s t c a r d s o f h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t ; W i l l i s S t r i c k l a n d , Book,
"Rerimental l o s s e s d u r i n g C i v i l W a r " ; W i l s o n B i - C o m m i t t e e , Framed message
f rom P r e s . F o r d c o n g r a t u l a t i n g Town o f W i l s o n f o r m e e t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s t o b e
r e c o g n i z e d a s a “ B i c e n t e n n i a l C o m m u n i t y " ; J u a n i t a and L a r r y H i r shaw, R e c i p e
book, "Crumbs o f C o m f o r t " ( 1 8 9 9 ) ; D o r i s T a r r , F a m i l y G e n e a l o g y ; D o n o r s un=
known, 4 ca lenda r p l a t e s , 3 b i c e n t e n n i a l c o a s t e r s , L i l l y ' s d r u g s t o r e letter
opener, 1876 a u t o g r a p h b o o k , 1885 s t o r y b o o k , o i d p i c t u r e s o f M e t h o d i s t chu rch ,
C i v i l Defense armband (4961) ; 2 r a t i o n b o o k h o l d e r s , p u p i l s o f D i s t . # 5 (1910 ‑
1911) , p r e s e n t e d b y t e a c h e r , E d i t h Freeman, t o h e r p u p i l s a s Chr is tmas c a r d .

* te * # * + * % :
"RUGS BUNNY"?: B u r t J e n n i n g s says t h a t h i s g r e a t U n c l e , C h r i s J e n n i n g s ,

s h o t t h e l a s t J a c k r a b b i t a r o u n d t o w n i n 1845. J a c k r a b b i t s a r e common t o d a y
i n t h e mid and s o u t h w e s t and t h e fl o p - e a r e d h a r e s a r e known t o c o v e r t h e .
g r o u n d i n 20° l e a p s . B u r t added t h a t i t m i g h t n o t have been a t r u e j a c k r a b b i t
“but i t was t h e l a s t o f i t s k i n d s e e n a r o u n d W i l s o n .

% * 5 og + * * *%
NCVEMBER w i l l b e known a s " R a i l r o a d M o n t h " a t t h e museum. Members m i g h t b e

i n t e r e s t e d t o know t h a t t h e fi r s t p a s s e n g e r t r a i n passed t h r o u g h W i l s o n o n m * e
June 1 2 , 1876- - jus t one h u n d r e d y e a r s a g o . Weu n d e r s t a n d t h a t L o u i s M c - L a u g h - ‑
l i n , G a r y Jacobs, a n d J a c k C i n d r i c k w i l l c c - o p e r a t e i n p u t t i n g o n t h e e x h i b i t .
We a r e reminded t h a t t h e l a r g e s t S u n d a y “ e n d a n c e e v e r e x p e r i e n c e d a t t h e
museum was d u r i n g t h e r a i l r o a d e x h i b i t ~ «=y e a r . Hos tesses w i l l i n c l u d e ,
Nove 7 t h , J o e H i g g i n s , and Anna Mae N e . . - ; Nove 14th, H e l e n B o r n g r a e b e r a n d
Hannah G o o d n i g h t ; N o v. 2 1 s t , M a r i l y n a : E d A l l g e i e r ; a n d November 28 th ,
Nancy and Berne K e n t . TRUSTEES WILL m e e t November 1 0 t h , 8;00PM at Museum.
REGULAR MEETING w i l l b e Monday e v e n i n g , N o v. 1 5 t h , 7:30 i n P a t t e r s o n Room.
HOSTESSES w i l l be Mar lene D i n s e , H e l e n D i n s e , a n d E d i t h D i e z . PROGRAM w i l l
b e a s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n b y M r . F r e d I n g r a m o f L o c k p o r t who w i l l show. p i c t u r e s
o f steam r a i l r o a d s d a t i n g back t o t h e "Tom Thumb", "Pek in " S t r a p Ra i l r oad ,
W i l s o n ' s Rome Watertown and Ogdensburg l i n e , up to t h e p resen t d a y.

* «+ %* %+ %£ j%#+ %F &

VISITCRS: The S o c i e t ywas honored t o p l a y h o s t t o t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t i e s
of t h e Tonawandas r e c e n t l y when a busload of t h e i r memters spent two hours at
t h e museum. They had a p i c n i c lunch i n t h e P a t t e r s o n Room w i t h tea , c o f f e q
and donu ts s e r v e d b y h o s t e s s e s L o i s J e n n i n g s , R u t h G a l e , and M i l l i e Croope The
v i s i t o r s were impressed w i t h progress,made, to da te under A r t Schnoor 's super-=
v i s i o n , and wereamazed a t t h e number o f a c q u i s i t i o n s o n d i s p l a y. The s p e c i a l
mon th l y e x h i b i t r ece i ved many f a v o r a b l e comments, and c r e d i t f o r t h e fi n e
f a l l - s e a s o n d i s p l a y goes t o Peggy Ward and N e t t i e St imson.e % & 8% 8% %& 8 &

WELCOME: The S o c i e t y w i shes to e x t e n d a c o r d i a l welcome to o u r l a t e s t new
a n n u a l member, M r s . M a r g a r e t W i l s o n o f W i l s o n .% % % & # & %&#

SCHOCL VOTE: The educa t i on o f y o u r c h i l d r e n and y o u r g r a n d c h i l d r e n w i l l )
depend on on y o u r vo te at t h e h i g h school,December 8 th , f rom 1 2 : 0 0 noon o n . |
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t R i c h a r d Z i p p o u t l i n e d a p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e school&S needs a s
recommended by a 30 member c i t i z e n ' s commit tee at t h e l a s t r e g u l a r m e e t i n g .
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THE BICENTENNIAL a n d HISTORICAL SITES commit tees a r e in t h e p r o c e s s of
l o c a t i n g and making a r e g i s t e r o f a l l homes i n t h e v i l l a g e a n d town o f Wi lson,
100 or more y e a r s o f a g e . I t may be p o s s i b l e t h a t some w i l l be over looked,
s o i f any member i s p o s i t i v e o f t h e age o f a n y home o v e r 100 y e a r s o l d , p l e a s e
convact D o r o t h y T h i l k p r i o r to November 1 0 t h to make s u r e t h e y a re includede
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THUMBNAIL SKETCH: M a r g u e r i t e S t o c k w e l l Langdon was b o r n a t C a r t h a g e , N . Y.

She i s a r e a l e s t a t e b r o k e r a n d a v a i l a b l e f o r g e n e a l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h . S h e
r e c e i v e d h e r e d u c a t i o n a t W i l s o n H i g h S c h o o l , M i l l a r d F i l l m o r e S c h o o l o f
N u r s i n g , a n d Business S c h o o l . S h e i s a f fi l i a t e d w i t h t h e E p i s c o p a l Church,
C l d Font N i a g a r a Associat ion, C . A . C M e n t a l H e a l t h C e n t e r, and E a r l y American
S o c i e t y .

The S t o c k w e l l f a m i l y came t o Wi lson i n 1824 , M a r g u e r i t e ' s f a t h e r , C l a y t o n ,
was a Wi lson Merchant. H e r g . g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r , Edwin S t o c k w e l l d i e d a t P o i n t
Lookout , M d . , d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War. Th ree members o f t h eS t o c k w e l l f a m i l y
s e r v e d in t h e Revo lu t ion . R a l p h S t o c k w e l l s e r v e d on t h e s c h o o l Board, was
J u s t i c e o f t h e Peace, and Wi lson Town S u p e r v i s o r . B u r t S t o c k w e l l became a
N i a g a r a Coun t y D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y. James S t o c k w e l l , who a t t e n d e d Lewis ton
Academy, became a d o c t o r. F r a n k S t o c k w e l l was a L o c k p o r t C i t y Judge , and
Henry S t o c k w e l l once s e r v e d a s Mayo r o f Wi l son .
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POSTSCRIPT: Peace comes n o t f r o m t h e absence of c o n fl i c t in l i f e b u t
f r o m t h e a b i l i t y t o cope w i t h i t .* * % * * % *



“ A N ‘280dNDOT
SNOHDNGONdIa V i a a w y d

eT°ON S*TOA 9461 YIANIOIa
4031P3 “dOOUD “M GIWNOG

a5LLFISMAN
ZLIVL AYOA M I N ‘NOSTIM

djay30g JV10 j SIGE UOS DD

8 ‘ON LiWwdad
d ivd

RURAL EDUCATION IN WILSON
The e a r l i e s t s c h o o l i n t h e town o f W i l s o n was e s t a b l i s h e d f o r a d u l t s i n

1817 a t a l o g house about one m i l e s o u t h o f t h e v i l l a g e . I t was b e l i e v e d t o
have been loca ted on t h e A . B . A r n o l d f a r m , and even ing c lasses were t a u g h t
t h e r e b y Luther Wilson d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r months o f January and F e b r u a r y.

The fi r s t l o g s c h o o l house b u i l t i n t h e town was i n 1819 about one m i l e
and a h a l f eas t o f t h e v i l l a g e on L a k e Road. An average o f a b o u t i 2 s tuden t s
a year were t a u g h t by D r. John Warner of Newfane, who l a t e r became t h e fi r s t
V i c e ~ P r e s , o f t h e N i a g a r a County M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ,

The fi r s t s c h o o l i n t h e v i l l a g e was a l s o b u i l t o f l o g s i n 1820 a t t h e
s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r o f Young and L a k e s t r e e t s . L u t h e r Wi l son l a t e r b u i l t h i s
cobblestone house on t h i s s i t e in 1845. The fi r s t t e a c h e r t h e r e was A l m i r a
Welch a n d she was succeeded by M r . D a v i d M u r r a y.

O n May 1 , 1821, t h e town o f W i l s o n was d i v i d e d i n t o fi v e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s .
Educa t i on o f t h e younger c h i l d r e n g r a d u a l l y i nc reased u n t i l 1852 when i t b e ‑
came necessary to b u i l d a cobblestone schoolhouse on P e t t i t S t r e e t , j u s t west
o f t he p resen t B a p t i s t Church. T h i s two -s to r y s t r u c t u r e was the main v i l l a g e
s c h o o l f o r many years and when it became overcrowded, t h e Dox B l o c k and o l d
cobblestone o f fi c e sou th of L u t h e r Wi l son ' s home were used as annexes. S c h o o l
d i s t r i c t s i n t h e town increased t o - 1 7 . b y 1859 a s t h e n e c e s s i t y o f p r o v i d i n g
more schools in t h e township imcreased.

P r o p e r t y taxes were l e v i e d t o h e l p support t h e schoo ls and were computed
b y m u l t i p l y i n g t h e number o f acres-a pe rson owned b y t h e va lue o f one acre
t imes t h e t a x r a t e . About 1844, f o r example, a pe rson owning 100 acres of
l a n d w o r t h $7.00 a n acre would have p a i d a t o t a l t a x o f about $ 8 . 0 0 p e r y e a r .

The r u r a l schoo l d i s t r i c t s and Union F r e e Schoo l D i s t r i c t # 1 p l a y e d a b i g
r o l l i n e d u c a t i n g t h e c h i l d r e n i n t h e town and v i l l a g e p r i o r t o c e n t r a l i z a t i o n
i n 1941, A l l d i s t r i c t s o p e r a t e d i n d e p e n d e n t l y w i t h i n t h e i r own areas and
each d i s t r i c t h a d i t s own t r u s t e e s who were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h i r i n g t e a c h e r s
a n d d i s b u r s i n g f u n d s .

E a r l y r e c o r d s k e p t b y t r u s t e e s o f D i s t r i c t # 7 i n E a s t W i l s o n r e v e a l some
i n t e r e s t i n g i n i n fo rma t i om which p r o b a b l y c o - i n c i d e d w i t h t h e o p e r a t i o n s o f
o t h e r r u r a l s c h o o l s i n town. The D i s t r i c t # 7 p r o p e r t y was o r i g i n a l l y g i v e n
f o r a s c h o o l b y M r . Herman H a l s e y i n 1843. I n k e e p i n g w i t h e a r l y t r a d i t i o n ,
when fi r s t p a i n t e d , i t was r e d .

The fi r s t t e a c h e r i s s a i d t o h a v e been M r . W i l l i a m W. W o l l a b e r . Ye a r s l a t e r ,
two o f M r . H a l s e y ' s g r a n d a u g h t e r s a s w e l l a s h i s g r e a t g r a n d a u g h t e r , M r s .
A l i c e B u l l C a r t e r , t a u g h t t h e r e a s w e l l .

When one c o n s i d e r s t h e g r e a t number o f i n d u s t r i a l and p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s i n
t h e n a t i o n t o d a y who rece i ved some o f t h e i r e a r l y educa t i on i n s m a l l r u r a l
s c h o o l s l i k e D i s t r i c t #7, one c a n ' t h e l p b u admire t h e s k i l l and d e d i c a t i o n
t h o s e e a r l y t e a c h e r s must h a v e g i v e n t o t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n . A p p a r e n t l y , s i n c e
t h e y were p o o r l y p a i d , g o o d e d u c a t i o n must h a v e depended more o n d e d i c a t i o n
t o t h e i r s t u d e n t s r a t h e r t h a n h i g h s a l a r i e s . F o r i n s t a n c e , i n 1906, t h e
t e a c h e r o f D i s t r i c t # 7 was p a i d £340 a y e a r , ( a n d she h a d t o furnish most o f
h e r own supp l ies ) . The j a n i t o r r e c e i v e d $11.90 to c l e a n t h e b u i l d i n g and
l i g h t fi r e s i n t h e o l d p o t - b e l l y s t o v e . I n t h a t same y e a r , $2.40 was spent
f o r f u r n i t u r e , and $2.10 f o r schoo l s u p p l i e s . When t h e d i s t r i c t ' s taxpayers
v o t e d t o c lose t h e schoo l May 14, 1942, t h e t e a c h e r ' s s a l a r y had o n l y i n c r e a s ‑
e d t o $912 a y e a r . _

Tr u s t e e s o f D i s t r i c t # 7 f r o m 1904 t o 1942 w e r e , M r . B u r t S t o n e , M r . edward
Woodcock, M r . H e n r y Munch, M r . E d g a r B u l l , M r . Jacob Sherman, M r . M.B, D e n n i s ,
M r . Mack P o o l e , M r . L u t h e r A . W i l s o n , M r . L . C . H u g u e n o r, M r . John R i c h a r d s ,
M r . W i l l a r d Woodcock, and M r . O s c a r Munch. ;

D i s t r i c t # 7 began b u s i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o t h e new Wi lson C e n t r a l R u r a l
j 4 2 ,S c h o o l i n Sep tembe r, 19 e e e RR R R R

BON MOT: The o l d e r a man g e t s , t h e f a r t h e r h e h a d t o w a l k t o schoo l
a s a b o y . k * & & & & & & & &



THERE"S LIFE IN THE OLD GIRL YET": In case y o u ' r e wonder ing what that is
supposed t o mean, w e s imp ly wish t o assure y o u w e a r e r e f e r r i n g t o t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . Yes, some o f u s may b e a l i t t l e o l d e r and a l i t t l e b i t
slower s ince t h e S o c i e t y was founded i n 1972, b u t t h e s p a r k i s s t i l l t h e r e .
That was amply demonstrated Thursday a f te rnoon, O c t . 28th, when Mar ion Good«
r i c h c a l l e d to say t h e i r o l d b a r n was to be burned down Sa tu rday, and i f more
wood was needed f o r t h e “ P a t t e r s o n Room", t h e r e was p l e n t y a v a i l a b l e .

Our t reasurer immed ia te ly g o t on t h e “ h o t l i n e " w i t h c a l l s to Peggy Ward
and Whi t Barnum who a s s u r e d h e r t h e wood was w e l l w o r t h a c q u i r i n g . Whi t g o t
t h e cont rac tor to h o l d o f f u n t i l Monday, and soon te lephoneswere r i n g i n g in
e v e r y member's home where h e l p m i g h t b e e x p e c t e d . C o n s i d e r i n g s ickness and
p r i o r commitments, t h e response was a l i t t l e more t h a n remarkable.

F r i d a y a n d S a t u r d a y f r o m 9 A M o n , E d g a r C u l v e r w e l l , Fenton C o l e , John
Goodr i ch , " Te x " Tu c k e r, Ra lph D i n s e , J o e H i g g i n s , Rex S t a c y , E l w i n Up ton , Tom
S h a r p e , W a l l y B e u t e l , a n d Don C r o o p showed up w i t h p i n c h b a r s , hammers, and a
l o t o f d e t e r m i n a t i o n . N o t t o b e ou tdone were P e g g y Ward, L o i s Barnum, Mar ion
G o o d r i c h , M i l l i e C r o o p , and H e l e n D i n s e , who made i t p l a i n "Womens L i b " i s
m o r e t h a n j u s t a w o r d t o them. Some e s p e c i a l l y g o o d p i e c e s o f c h e r r y and
o t h e r boa rds were removed f r o m a g r a n a r y , s t a b l e s , and o v e r h e a d fl o o r i n g ena‑
b l i n g Peggy to t a k e t h r e e l a r g e l o a d s of wood to t h e museum. The boards w i l l
h a v e t o b e c leaned u p some b e f o r e i n s t a l l i n g , s o d o n ' t b e s u r p r i s e d i f y o u ' r e
i n v i t e d t o a " b r u s h i n g b e e " i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e .

+ * * * * * * + * %
BAKE SALE: N e t t i e S t imson and L o i s Barnum r e p o r t t h a t t h e e l e c t i o n day s a l e
was a g r e a t s u c c e s s . S i n c e W i l s o n l a d i e s h a v e l o n g been known a s c u l i n a r y
e x p e r t s , a l l “ g o o d i e s ” a t t h e Wa t e r D i s t . B l d g . and Town H a l l we re q u i c k l y
s o l d o u t . N e t t i e and L o i s w i s h t o t h a n k a l l who b a k e d and made c a s h d o n a ‑
t i o n s , and e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h o s e “ p a p e r p i e s " f r o m F l o r i d a and C a l i f o r n i a ,
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GOOD SHCWING: H e l e n B o r n g r a e b e r h a s b e e n p r o v i d i n g a v a l u a b l e s e r v i c et o t h e .
S o c i e t y b y g e t t i n g v o l u n t e e r h o s t e s s e s f o r Sunday a f t e r n o o n s when t h e museum
i s open f r o m two t o four. The c o - o p e r a t i o n f r o m t h e members h a s been fi n e ,
a n d t h e S o c i e t y commends a l l who h a v e g i v e n o f t h e i r t i m e and s e r v i c e s . Gwenn
W r i g h t has vo lun teered to c a l l "scheduled hos tesses" each week as a g e n t l e
reminder so t h e r e w i l l be no “ s l i p u p s " .
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MORE THANK YOU acknowledgements to K a r l W r i g h t and Kex S t a c y who p i c k e d up t h e
b e a u t i f u l d i s p l a y case donated t o t h e S e c i e t y b y t h e N i a g a r a Co. H i s t . Soceees
and t o B e t t y S t i m s o n f o r “ s t r a i g h t e n i n g o u t " a sma l l m a t t e r assoc ia ted w i t h
r e c y c l i n g g l a s s . . . . . a n d t o Rex S t a c y who b u i l t a 4 " s i g n which w i l l b e pa in ted
and l e t t e r e d by C a r o l C . Sm i th and ins ta l i ed - : nea r t h e r o a d by A r t Schnooresoes
and t o D o r o t h y Tinnabe ry f o r h e r i n i t i a t i v e i n s t a r t i n g a Chr i s tmas t r e e o r e
nament-makinge p r o v r a m . . . . . a n d t o Z leano r Myers f o r a c c e p t i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
f o r t h e 1977 " C o u n t r y F a i r " . . . . e e a n d t o Dora Wakeman and Nancy Kent f o r ‘ fi l l e
i n g in f o r M i l l i e Middleton.....and to G a r y Jacobs, D e l b e r t P f o h l , I o u i s Mace
L a u g h l i n , and J a c k C i n d r i c k f o r s e t t i n g u p and a d v e r t i s i n g t h e November r a i l e ‑
r o a d e x h i b i t w h i c h drew o v e r 100 v i s i t o r s o n eacn o f t h e fi r s t two S u n d a y s .
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SPEAKING O F RAITRCOADJ: When t h e “"Hojack" fi r s t c r o s s e d L k p t . - C l c o t t R d . t h e
s t o p was named "Newfane " . I n 1900 , when t h e t r o l l e y l i n e was b u i l t u n d e r t h e
steam l i n e a t t h a t p o i n t , t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n was named " F u r t " , and t h e t r o l l e y
s t o p a t C h a r l o t t e v i l l e was g i v e n t h e name " N e w f a n e " . ‘The two l i n e s c o u l d
n e v e r seem t o make g o o d c o n n e c t i o n s f o r p a s s e n g e r s , and a s p i o n e e r \ i l l i a m
C l m s t e a d s m i l i n g s l y p u t i t , " T h i s h a d a permanent e f f e c t o n t h e g r o w t h o f t h e
h a m l e t c a l l e d " R u r t " . P e o p l e f o u n d i t e a s i e r t o s e t t l e t h e r e t h a n t r y t o
w a i t f o r a t r o l l e y o r t r a i n . "* * + * + * * * * *
BICENTENNIAL NOTES: P r o j e c t s s t i l l to be c o m p l e t e d i n c l u d e , h a r k i n g and
D e d i c a t i n g t h e " Ta b o r B r i d g e " ; E r e c t i n g m a r k e r a t t h e 1823 l o g c a b i n i n E a s t
W i l s o n ; M a k i n g u p r e g i s t e r o f a l l 100 y e a r o l d homes i n town o f W i l s o n ; and
c o m p i l i n g l i s t o f 3 , 4 , - o r more g e n e r a t i o n f a m i l i e s who have l i v e d o n t h e
homestead. C a l l D o r o t h y T h i l k i f y o u kmow f a m i l i e s who q u a l i f y . .* * + * * * * * * *
DECEMBER: T r u s t e e s w i l l meet D e c 1 5 t h , 8 PM at museum. F a m i l i e s who wou ld
l i k e t o h e l p d e c o r a t e C h r i s t m a s t r e e a r e i n v i t e d . REGULAR MEETING w i l l b e o n
Dec . 2 0 t h , 7:30 P M a t museum. PROGRAM, " C h r i s t m a s P a s t R e v i s i t e d " . W i l l i n ‑
c l u d e o l d fash ioned c o r n - p o p p i n g ; c r a c k i n g n u t s o n flatiron, taffee p u l l ,
d e c o r a t i n g Xmas c o o k i e s ; m a k i n g ornaments, paper c h a i n s , s t r i ng ing corn and
c r a n b e r r i e s , and a s i n g - a - l o n g w i t h F r a n c e s G o l d t h o r p e . HOSTESSES will b e
Leona H u n t e r , June K r o p p , and M i l d r e d L o n s b e r y . MONTHLY EXHIBIT w i l l f e a t u r e
o l d t o y s and d o l l s u n d e r s u p e r v i s i o n o f Peggy Ward. MONTHLY HOSTESSES o n
Sundays w i l l b e , D e c . 5 t h , Sue Cru ickshank & f a m i l y ; D e c . 1 2 t h , M a r i o n and
Chuck Campbel l ; D e c . 19th. E s t h e r and H a r o l d A l b r i g h t ; D e c . 26th, H e l e n
B o r n g r a e b e r and Hannah and Tom G o o d n i g h t .* * * * * * * * * *
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR: May t h e H o l i d a y Season bring y o u these
t r e a s u r e d g i f t s o f Happiness, J o y , C h e e r, a n d e n d u r i n g F r i e n d s h i p s . (From t h e
members o f t h e Pub l i ca t ions Committee)* * * * * + * * * *


