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"COME TO THE FAIR": Mohday, May 31st will soon be here, and with it,the
Society's 4th annual "01d Fashioned ¥air", Eleanor Myers, General Chairman,
has announced that this year's gala event will start with a band concert by
the Wilson School Band., Other activities scheduled thrucut the day will in-
c¢lude square dance demonstrations, free movies for the young people, Antique
car show, Art Show, and drawing for the Bicentennial Quilt. The Wilson Vol-
unteer Fire Company will have its ambulance and first aid crew on hand to
cope with any emergencies.,

Food will be dispensed cafeteria style, and food chairman, Lois Barnum,
wishes to emphasize a special need for beans and salads {preferably potato).
Cup cakes and breads are also in gocd demand. Pie Chairman, Betty Stimson,
says we can't have too many pies, so if through some oversight you are not
agked to furnish, bring a pie to the Fair with. Ainna Mae Nevins reports a
fine response from Dealers, so this year's Fair might well turn out to be
our biggest. Dorothy Thilk would like the loan of paintings or pictures of
local interest for display in this year's Art Show. Contact her directly if
you can help her out, Bessie Cole, Candy Chairman, needs donations of nuts
or cash for making home-made candieg-~always in big demand.

The Society is counting on YOU to back our manv hard-working chairmen so
that this year's Bicentennial "0ld.Fashioned Fair" will be a financial hit.

suxndwnnis

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Dr. John Argue, Pres., has appointed the follow-
Ing members to serve on the nominating committee: Whitney Barnum, Chrm.,
Chris Kellman, and Norm MacAskill.,.Three Trustees and 0fficers will be
selected and presented at the May itleeting. They will be voted on in June.

Le ST L X F T

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: (correction) The Picture of Carrie Martin, taken in
Alaska and presented by Dorothy Thilk, was owned by Mildred Hammond.

From Rev, Carl W. Oldach; 14 miscellaneocus old pens and a picture of
Co, B semaphorings From Morton McClellans pictures taken in Florida of
Wilson boys down there to pick fruits From Robert Rohring; large safety car
wrench, fish plate and spikes~-all used on R.Ret From Henry Perry; 14 boxes
of slides taken all over world, Army coat and overseas cap, pull-out camera,
white kid gloves, glasses with chain, 6 medals, studs, shoeé buckles, silver
comb, 2 tin type cases, and bracelet with gold lockets From Oscar Munch;
Jugtice Criminal docket from 1904, Record Book of meetings of Chestnut St.
Methodist Churech from 1821, and other Church Records (Not to be removed from
Museum). From Delbert Pfohl; Baggage Cart from Suspension Bridge Depot.

' LA L L 222 2 8 L)

NEW MEMBERS: TFive new Life Members have been added to the membership
rolls including Mrs. Susan Arguz Schearer, Miss Anne Argue, Mr. John C.Argue,
Mr. W. H. Mcody, and Migs Suean Thilk.

The following new annual members have also joined the Soclety: Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel Douglas, Wrs. Walter Wilscn, Mrs. Florence Swick, Teresa
Toenniessen, and ¥isg Amy Schearer of Wilsoni Mr., and Mrs, Marty Harmless
of Newfane; Daniel McCartar of West Sencscai Mr. Raymond Pease of Lockport;
and Mr. and Mrs. Howard Raker ~¥f Ransomville.

. LR S E RS2 L L

FLOAT ENTRY: Niagara Tourty will enter an 8x32 foot long float in the
Miss U.S.A, parade at Nisgara #alls, Saturday, May 8th. The float will
feature entrees from each of the towns illustrating a theme for which each
town is noted. "Pinky"Robertsen will appear for Wilson as a fisherman,por-
traying Wilson's great petential as a fisherman's paracice. Alsc a sketch
of one of Wilson's cobbliestene houses drawn by Peggy Ward will call attention
to Wilson's "Cobblestone Trail” and the beautiful old steone houses that may

be seen along it,
X L 2 L 2L 2 L)

A- "FAIR" THOUGHT: ULight is the +t3ask when many share the toil, (Homer)
L T 22 2 2 2 L.F ]
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MUSEI™ ACTIVTTY: Scwme of the "clutter* was sliminated last month at the
museum with & =lran-up segsion sparksd by Nettie Stimason, Peggy Ward, Millie
Croop, and John Myers. Flectrical equipment and other miscellaneous items
were removed %o ihe back starrare area, and woodworking tools and bench placed
at the east end of the Patterscn Rocme. Which all goes to prove that "Things
happen when people raxe them hanppen”,

EE AT EZ L 2 X

SCHOOL MARKZR SET: A gpecial dedication ceremony commemorating the old
Collegiate Institute will be held Priday afternoon, May 7th, at the Town Hall
at 1:30 PM, School officials will participate as well as the Wilson School
chorgs and represzntatives of the Student Council. The Wilson Bicentennial
Commlttee has provided a warker which will be unveiled by Chrm, Dorothy Thilk
during the ceremenies. Graduates of the old High School are invited.

Sk BT
] APPLE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL: WMrs, Jean Voepel, Pres, of the Newfane Histore
ical Society, has invited everyone to attend their “"Apple Blossom Festival®
to be held at the Wrights Corners Firehall, Sunday, May 16th, from Noon to 7.
EE 2 s L 2T T2

HISTORIC FOME: The late Clarence 0. Lewis once described the old Reuben
Wilgson home at the west end of Young Street as one of Niagara County's land-
marks. It is now the home of Howard Glenn, who gave the Wilson Bicentennial
Comm. permission to erect a marker at the site. The original log house was
completed in 1518, and by 1825 a two story frame house was built around it
incorporating the log walls of the original structure. The same year, Reuben
W¥ilson became the first Postmaster and opened an office and store in the
house, In 1829 a Tavern was added. It is said that a stone marker is
buried in the yard from which all the first surveys in Wilson were made.

A2 X L5 b X L ko

FLOWERING SHRUB: It has not been too well publicized so few people know
that in June, 1975, the village and town boards took action to designate the
Forsythia bush as the officizl flowering shrub for the Town of Wilson. The
Wilson Bicentennial Committee, in keeping with this policy, purchased 100
bushes which have been planted in appropriate places around town. Some of
these included the the Town Hall, Little League grounds, Wilson Mugeumn,
Water District Building, and Cemetery. Some were made available to the six
churches in town. The triangle at the west approach to the village has been
planted by Senior Girl Scout Troop #1 under the leadership of Vivian Schantz.

"Chuck" Campbell headed up a plantinZ ‘committee consisting of Norman
Thilk, John ‘eiler, Joe Higgins, Burt Jennings, Karl Wright, Jess Willard,
and village and town maintenance departments. Thank you for a job well done.

Since the Forsythia is the official towp flower, Mark's Nursery will
make the shrubs available to Town residents =t a special low price,

0000950090 20 00 6

"MERRY MERRY MONTH OF MAY": May 12th: Trustees meet Wed. 8PM at museum.
May 17ths Regular meeting will be held Monday evening, 7:30, at museum. Guest
speaker will he Wr, Francis J. Petrie, Historian for Niagara Falls, Ontario.
He will show slides taken of the Wilson area from 1900 to 1925. Hosgtesses
will be Janet Sporleder, Ruth Gale, and Winnie Stacy.

May 22nd & 29th: From 9 AM and on--clean-up days for the Fair. Bus tour
visitors on the Niagara Trail are also expected on these days, so all who
can give a little time are asked to try and be present--not only to make the
museum presentable for the public, but to act as friendly hostesges for
Niagara Trail visitcrs.

The monthly museum exhibit will be a display of items that have been
presented to the museum, Attendants for May 2nd will be Dora and Wirt
Wakeman; May 9th, Hildred Middleton and Sue Thilk; May 16th, Chris and Wally
Goodmans May 23rd, Esther and Harold Albright; and May 30th, Ruth and Bob

Thomas.
[ 222 XL 2 %]

NEW YORK HONCRED: Dorothy and Norman Thilk attended the recent Bicen-
tennial Observance in Vashington D.C. to honor New York State. Dignitaries
including Lieut., Gov. ¥ary Anne Krupsak, and Senators Jacob Javiis and James
L. Buckley attended the ceremonies. The Lewiston Bicentennial Chorus, who
performed for the Soriety 21 the January meeting, had a prominent part in
the program. Dorcthy zot some good pictures from the speaker'’s platform.

L 2 T XL L% 2 T 3

"THUMENATL SWETCH": Grace M. Kirk wag born at Syracuse, N.Y., and is an
office clerk for th+ "ockport Felt Div., Carborundum Co. She has two sons
by her marriage to villiam €. Kirk--William and James, She a}so boasts a
grandson, She graduated from Niagara Falls High School, and is a member of
the 1st Raptist Chrunl of Niagara Falls and Wilson Historieal Seclety.

LR E S L E L 2. L L ]

VISITORI « i‘ors yeourng neople groups are showing an interest in the museum.
Latest visitors have been Brownie Troop #44, Junior Girl Scout Troop #116,
and Junior Givl Scont Trocp #286.

e L X 8 L X L)
"BON MOT* fEveryons is too old for something, but no one is too old

for everything. (Anonymous)
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THE G. A. MIDDLETON DRUGSTORE

The old skating rink behind the G. A. Middleton drugstore used to be the
focal point of social activity in Wilson, Built in 1909, music was furnished
by & Wurlitzer gas-fired organ. The first night it opened there was a
Masonic dance. The following night, roller skating took over with Pred Hasner
passing out the skates. Prom then on, dances, basketball, village fairs, and
all sorts of entertainment was offered there,

In the drugstore itself a person could buy an Boz coke for five cents,
and sundaes cost a dime., It was the spot where everybody gathered. Hanging
glass globes filled with colored water hung in the windows--the sign of a
phermacy in those days. (One of those globes is now on display in the museum)

Middleton's was first located in the Masonic Building in 1905, In 1908
Mr. Middleton, along with Reland Singer, bought a store owned by Bigalow and
Salisbury. Part of the building contained a grocery store where a fire
started in August and the building was destroyed,

The drugstore then opened in the Johnson Block with Clarence Johnson and
Mr, Middleton as co-owners. Mr. Middleton was ‘the pharmacist, In 1915 Mr.
Middleton bought out Mr. Johnson and continued in buginess until 1936 when
he sold out and moved across the gtreet. Later the building was purchased by
Charles Haner and Edna Haner wag the druggist.

The old skating rink suffered a'casualty on March 17, 1936 when the roof
caved in. (Information used in the above item. was supplied by Mrs.
Marguerite Langdon.)

* * » * ' * * *

PROMINENT SON: Ashley Hardy Gale was born December 28, 1888 in Lewis Co.
New York, the son of Burton Lewis Gale and Inez Ormeby. He graduated from
Lafayette High.School in Buffalo and attended Dartmouth where he was a mem-
ber of Phi Delta Theta and Dragon.

Mr. Gale was a dealer in wood products for thirty years and also a Wilson
fruit farmer. After his first year out of college he reported raising 90
tons of tomatoes and 50 tons of cabbage as well as 30 acres of fruit and
berries on his Lake Ontario farm. In 1956 he was in the real estate business
and turned his farm into a development.

Mr. Gale served on the Village Board for five years and was mayor for one
year. He was a irustee of the Wilson Free Library for 12 years and president
for three., He was also a trustee of the Nioga Library system. He was treasur-
er of the Lion's Club, fire commissioner, chairman of the local Red Cross,
District Counselor of Boy Scouts, member of the University Club of Buffalo,
and warden of St. John's Episcopal Church,

He married Ruth Mary Peuchen of North Tonawanda on June 18, 1921i. They
had four children, Barbara, Catherine, Ashley Jr., and Judith. Ashley H,
Gale died January 17, 1962 at the Inter Community Hospital at Newfane,

»* »* * * » * * %

HISTORY AWARD: Rerne Kent hag announced that the annual Historical Soc.
award for American History will be presented on Class Night to the student
who obtained the highest mark on the regents examination.

»* * % L] * »* * »

JUNE EVENTS: ‘Jirustees will meet June 16th in the museum at BPM..
Regular meeting: June 21st, at the museum at 7:30 PM, Election of Officers.
Mr. Don Whitney, member of the Pioneer Club of the New York Telephene Co.,
will present a film program on the Americar Flag, Hostesses will Ye Gerry
Swann, Beryl Tovell, and Grace Singer. . .

The specilal monthly exhibit will pertain to agriculture, supervised by
Joe Higgins. Hostesses June 6th, Marilyn and EQd Allgeier; June ilth. Sharon
and Jim Monrce; June 20th, Carol Schnoor and Celeste Crawf?ru; v ane 27th,
Bernice and Harry Brown. (July 4th, Ruth Gale and Grace 3inger.)

»* * % » * - * *
"01d Fashioned Fair" summary will be included in the July issue ol the

"Newsletter". x % % % % % % %
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WELCOME: Mrs. Virginia Clark Klaiber, who has been a member of the
Society since 1973, has taken out a Life Membership, whi% makes a total of
nine in thig class.

The latest annual members to join are Mr. Jack Cindrick of Niagara Fallsj
Deena and Darla Sherman of Machiasi Mr. and Mrs. William Kirk, and Darryl,
Susan, and Jay Johnson of Wilson.

* » * »* * L 3 » -* -

MUSEUM COMMITTEE: An effort has been made recently to assemble and
identify all acquisitions to the museum. Between renovation of the Patterson
Room and unexpected flooding of the basement, the committee has been hard
pressed keeping track of items., Most have now been restored and identified,
and the museum committee would like to¢ keep them on permanent display. It
is planned to put display cases in the old east waiting room for special
monthly exhibits sc¢ that museum acquisitions need not be moved. Millie Croop
and Peggy Ward, co-chairman of the museum committee, have been helped by
Betty Stimson, Dorothy Thilk, Mildred Middleton, Lois Barnum, Gerry Swann,
Anna Mae Nevinz, Ed Culverwell, Fred Berry, Rex Stacy, Ed Peters, and Joe

Higgins. ¥ X # ¥ X ® % *

VISITORS: Several bus loads of persons touring the Niagara Trail stopped
at the museum during the past month including the Niagara County Legislators,
Sanborn "Golden Agers", and the "Newfane Home Arts". Acting as special
hostesses, and on some occasions providing coffee and cookies, were Dorothy
Thilk, Millie Croop, Esther and Harcld Albright, Dora and Wirt Wakeman, Miss
Flossie Lortz, and Mildred Middleton. In addition to the bus tours, Junior
Scout troop #208 under the leadership of Mrs. Marge Ganshaw, also attended.

* * * * * »* * *

QUILT PRESENTATION: A beautiful quilt was presented to the Wilson Society
at the regular May meeting by the Girl Scouts of Wilson, Dr. John F. Argue,
Pres., accepted the gift from Barbara Farwell, leader of Junior troop #286,
who was in charge of the project. The quilt was made by the Scouts as their
contribution to the Bicentennial celebration. Three Erownie troops collected
the cloth used, and the five Junior, Cadette, and Senior troops appliqued
four blocks each showing historic landmarks in the town.

* ¥* * * * * * *

ARQUND THE MUSEUM: Delbert Pfohl and Bill Smith have cleaned out the
caboose, removed the broken oak beam, and leveled it on the track. The extent
of repairs needed makes restoration very SloW.s..s«:.Don't be surprised if
you see a light on in the museum some eveningsy chances are it will be Art
Schnoor making repairs and improvements. Art has completed the east wall of
the Patterson Roomt installed a display cese ip the south wally and placed
hooks and chains on the north and south windows so that they may be opened
for ventilationissssaseIt is nice to have helpers like the Linnaberys in
the Society. After a recent clean-up session, they offered to truck six or
seven barrels of scrap to the East Wilson dump...e.s...¥e might also mention
that the grounds around the museum look nice because some volunteer to
keep the lawn mowed, while others such as Betty Stimson, sees to it that
trash is placed out each week for collection.

* »* 3+ * »* w »* *

MEMORTAL BOOK: A beautiful Memorial Book has been given to the museum
by the Richard Adams family in memory of Ellen Adams. Mr. Berne Kent has
offered his unique artistic talent for lettering Memorials in it.

¥* +* * * »* * * *

NOMINATIONS: The Nominating Committee compogsed of Whitney Barnum, Norm
MacAskill, and Christine Kellman, presented the following slate of officers
and trustees at the May meeting to be voted upon at the June meeting.,

Dr. John F. Argue, President; Joseph Higgins, Vice-Pres., Recording Sec'y.
Martha MacAskill; Corresponding Sec'y., Gerry Swann; and Treasurer, Millie
Croop. Three trustees for a three year term will be chosen from the follow-
ing; Helen Borngraeber, Berne Kent, Elwin Upton, and Karl Wright.

* + * #* * * * +*

LIBRARY COMMITTEE: A commendable job has been done by the ladies over
the past year. Meeting weekly, all museum acquisitions have been identified
and recorded, and in co-operation with the museum committee, are being put
on permanent display as fast as space is available., Many hours of time has
been given by the committee which is made up of Mildred Middleton, Marie
Reynolds, Kay Ness, Eloise Culverwell, Dora Wakeman, Nancy Kent, and Dianne
Albright.

* » * * »* * * *

BICENTENNIAL NOTE: Mrs. Marvin Meyers, leader of the Wilson Lakemen U4H
Club, is supervising a project suggested by the Bicentennial Committee to
locate the largest tree in the town. Tree circuferance will be measured
three feet above ground level and all trees considered will be visible from
the highway.

* * + * »* * * *
BON MOT: When wealth is lost, nothing is lost: When health is lost,

something is lests When character is lost, all is lost!
» * *

* * » » *
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THE PRGMINENT MCODY FAMILY

Mr. A. J. Moody and his wife Mary Pettit Moody will be remembered as having
once lived on the East Youngstown Road, now known as the Wilson-Burt Road. He
made willow baskets and furniture which were so0ld throughout Niagara County.
Even their five children used to help peel the willows as well as weave the
baskets. All of the youngsters received their early education in the old Wil-
son High School. .

Arthur Enoch Moody, the eldest son, went to Syracuse and became a Metho-
dist Minister., He was also a Boy Scout Executive for over 50 years, and
wrote articles for the "American Agriculturist™ magazine under the byline,
“The Country Pastor". Winfred Pettit Moody became a Presbyterian Minister
and served as a Chaplain during World War I. He died in 1970 at age 87.
Chester Alfred Moody was an Educational Administrator and died in 1968 at 83.

Mildred Eakin Moody is living in Lakeland, Florida, and was married to
Dr, Frank Eakin of Pittsburg., She once taught school in the Pease District,
and graduated from Syracuse University. She went to Chicago where she was
associated with a Methodist magazine and edited the Sunday guarterly. Mrs.
Moody is a Life Member in the Wilson Historical Soclety.

Wilfred Hamilton Moody became a School Superintendent and now lives in
Hamden, Conn. He had a son and a daughter by his marriage to Ilna Force of
New Haven, Conn. The son, Alfred “Judsén-Force Moody, was top Cadet at West
Point for four years, and rose to the rank of Brigadier General before being
killed in Vietnam. Wilfred Moody is also a Life Member of the Wilson Society,
and has,in addition to giving a cash Msmorial in Memory of his father,
presented the Society with two electric clocks for the museum and a Musicians
gword worn by his maternal grandfather, Enoch Pettit.

Enoch Pettit married Julistte Pratt in 1847, Following her death in 1860,
Enoch enlisted as a musician and cared for wounded in Co. F, 15ist Reg. of
the New York Volunteers. He served to the end of the war and marched with
Sherman to the Sea,

+* * * ¥* * * * »* * * 3 *

NEW MEMBERS: The Society welcomes Mrs, Frank (Grace) Kronenberg, wife of
Justice Kronenberg, who has become the 10th Life Member in the organization,
Judge and ¥rs. Kronenberg joined the Society in 1975,

Twenty-nine new annual members have also joined during the past month
including, Mr. and Mrs., Toby Collins of Lewiston; Mrs, Evelyn Jacobs of
Sanborn; Francis Danielewicz of Lockport; Mr. and Mrs. Paul Holzle of Niaga-
ra Falls; Mrs, Jeanne Voepel and Janet Volk of Newfane; also, Mrs., Edward
Winger, Mrs. Alfred Harvey, ¥rws. Clifford Shoul®z. Mrs, Julius Stapf, ¥r.
Arthur Canfield, Mrs, Hercld *arcks, Mrs. James Pisello, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne
Reinboldt; ¥r. and Mrs, Louis McLaughling Mr. and Mrs. Roger Goodman, MNr.
and Mrsg. Larry Brawn, Rev. and Mrse, Michael Robinson, Mr, and Mrs. Gordon
Hausmann, Thomas Goodnight,; :nd Mary Okonieski of Wilson,

k3 i » # * #* * * * L 3 *

IN MEMORIAM: The ume:m2c%ot! =znd sudden death of Joyce Branch Perry, b1,
came #s a shock to all who ¥new and loved her. The Society extends its
deepest sympathy to her husband, Jack, and all members of the family.

* * B * * * % ¥* * * 5% +

MUSEUM HELPERS: 1In order %o keep the grounds looking neat from May thru
September, the luszeum Committee has enlisted the aid of the fellowing mem=-
bers who have/or will ftake a turn zt mowing the lawns. May-Peggy Ward and
Don Croop; June- Frad berry, Ted Lonsbery, Ed Peters, and Edgar Cglverwell;
July- Chuck Campbtell, Raiph Dinse, Wwhit Barnum, Art Ness, and Archie Petty;
August~ Burt Jennings, Eiton Kropp, Eiwin Upton, and Sidney Pettit; and
September~ Rex Stacy, Jim Monroe, Wally Beutel, and Tom Sharp Jr.

+ # ¥ 3 % * * »* * ¥ ®* *

BICENTENNIAL THOUGHT: On July &, 1776, King George 1I1 of.England wrote
in his diary, "Nothing happened today". On July 4, 1976 Patriotic Americans
w%ll ring bells at 2 PM to commemorate that day "When Freedom rang throughout
the Land.”
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BICENTENNIAL FAIR: A gentleman from Ni ara Falls summed.it all up when
he said,"I never saw so many happy people. I just cgn't helieve it. Every-
where you look everyone's smiling, talking, and singings you'd never know
it had been raining most of the day."™ What he should know by now is that the
Wilson Historical Society Fair, in every sense of the word, is a co-operative
venture in which all local members share. Eleanor Myers, General Chrm,, did a
commendable job, and she wishes to extend her sincere thanks to all Committee
Chrm., and everyone who helped out. The Fairhas unquestionably been
successful each year because of the ever increasing number of Dealers who
attend and for this the Society is indebted to Anna Mae Nevins, Verna Cau-
field, and Joe Higgins.

Highlights this year included the toe-tapping pianc rythymns of Berne Kent
and Frances Goldthorp, and their catchy old tunes attracted a spontaneous
group of singers led by Doc, Berne, Frances and Tom Sharp III. The ever pop=-
ular sound movies provided through the courtesy of Marie Reynolds and the
Wilson library were also a hit with young and old. Doug Smith started show-
movies two hours earlier than planned because of the bad weather and it was
estimated over 800 watched throughout the day. The special art exhidbit dis-
played by Dorothy Thilk again proved to be a popular atiraction, and Doc's
antique car show drew an interested crowd in spite of the rain. A new innova-
tion this year was a public address system hooked up by John Myers which was
helpful in announcing various activities and locating persons quickly.

The food concessions did well and,except for Art Schnoor's delicious hot
dogs, were all sold out when the Fair ended. The Society extends a sincere
“thank you" to Lois Barnum, Betty Stimson, Mildred Middleton, Bessie Cole,
Sarah Berry, Sue Cruickshank, and 2ll their helpers for a tremendous job dene
under difficult conditicns.

An exceptionally good number of "fleas"™ were contributed by the members,
and Sharon Monroe and her knowledgeable assistants, Lois Jennings and Jean
Swanson, did an excellent job of sorting, marking and displaying them. The
weather was ideal for fishing and Sue Toenniessen reported a good number of
fish caught while Ed Peters and his Junior helpers had the balloon concession
well in hand. It was comforting to see the Wilson Volunteer First Ald Crew
standing by--fortunately their services were not needed == but it is
rumored that two of our "livelier®" members cuuld have used their help.

If bouquets had been handed out for old costumes, one surely would havg
gone to Ray and Myra Pease of Lockport who presented 2 nostalgic picture in
their distinctive "Gay 90's" outfits. .

Afine job of “"setting-up* was accomplished by Lynn Sherrie and his hard
working crew. A special word of thanks should go to Jack Perry who loaned
and erected the food tent and to Mike Vince who put up the Flea Market tent.
Jack also let the Society use his popcorn machine, and tables and chairs were
loaned to the Society by the Wilson Volunteer Fire Co., and Methodist Church.
The big job of parking was well handled by Tom Sharpe,Jr. and his crew, elim-
inating many of the problems encountered in previous years. We must also
acknowledge the work done by Junior members who jumped in to help at every
opportunity. Rex Stacy and his clean-up gang had the place looking "spick
and span" shortly after the last Dealer had left, and Karl Wright not only
ugsed his truck for transporting tables and chairs, but picked up and returned
the balloon gas cylnder loaned by Strajight Welding of Lockport.

It would be impossible to thank everyone individually for their co-oper-
ation and willingness to help, but it may be concluded that because of you,
the Society's 1976 Fair was a resounding success.

+* 3* »* +* * * * * * % +* *

BICENTENNIAL QUILT: The Society's quilt was presented this year to Mrs.
Angeline Rice Yood, 38 Summit Street, Lockport, New York. Mrg. Wood, a for-
mer home ecenomics teacher at Wilson High School, is a sister of Mrs. Esther
Perry of Lake Street, Wilson,

* * * * »* * * * +* +* * *

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: Fifty-six Business Establishments in the town of Wilw
son contributed funds this year to advertise the Fair. We are reminded that
what is good for local busineces is good for the town.

»* ** ¥* * * * * % * +* 3 +

SPECIAL EXHIBIT: The special museum exhibit for July will be "Commemora-
tive Plates" sgupervised by Lols Barnum, Hostesseg who have consented to
greet visitors during the month on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 4 ares July 4th,
Ruth Gale and Grace Singery July 11th, Betty Belschner and Helen Stevenst
July 18th, Eleanor and Daniel Douglas; July 25th, Chris Kellman and Helen
Borngraeber; August ist, Millie and Don Croop.

+* * #* * * * * * #* 4 ¥ H

MEETING NOTICE: There will be no regular meetings of the Society in July
and August. In July, a special auto tour of Fort Niagara will leave the Wile
son Museun on Sunday, July 18th. Dinner will follow

Dorothy Thilk and Lois Barnum are in charge of arrangements. The
Bicentennial Comm. will join with the program committee in making arrangements
for the annual basket picnic to be held Monday, August 16th at the museum at
6PM with elderly citizens as gpecial guests,

Regular meetings of the Board of Trustees will convene as usual on Wed,
Evening, July 14th, and Wed, evening, August 1iths; 8FM at Museum.
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A PAGE FROM HISTORY

Wilson residents, intent on pursuing their daily tasks or "win g the
war* about thirty five years ago, might have been astounded had * known
they were living within forty miles of one of the most agressive in Tigence
operations of World War II., Camp X, as it was called, wag located or. .e
Canadian shore near the Toronto-Kingstor highway. It was there that agents
were trained, guerilla devices tested, and dummy buildings constructed "in
imitation of important Nazi hide-outs that were to be invaded by parachutists.”

Roogevelt Beach, just west of Wilson, was the embarkation point from which
a privileged few on special missions crossed the dark lake waters at night
where they might catch brief glimses of the blackened faces of British Comman-
does. However, though recruits and equipment could easily cross the border
without attracting attention, Camp X was hard for unauthorized visitors to
resch, Here trained the men who were so adept in the use of lethal and silent
weapons, few inhabitants were ever aware of their presence when they raided
enemy coasts in Europe.

Anyone interested in a more detailed account of this stirring intelligence
operation may refer to the recent non-fiction best seller, "A Man called
Intrepid”, by William Stevenson. (Our thanks to Dr. Argue for revealing this
intriguing bit of history out of Wilzsen's past.)

» » » » * * » * » *

POSTSCRIPT: We erred in the last “Newsletter” when we referred to Mrs.
Mildred Moody Eakin as "Mrs., Moody", but we did receive a phone call from
Louis Swick who told us that the Mooy article "brought back some very happy
memories for him". He said that he knew them well and that they were a fine
Christian family., He also related how +the Moodys used to cut the willows
that grew along the creek on the Swick prppertg. They were just right for

' the baskets woven by the Moodys in the early 1890's. Louis's recollections
also reveals a good reason why the short highway between Irish Road and
Route 4258 is called the "Willow Road". .
* % * »* # » » » » *

"TWINKLING THIMBLERS": Our attention has been drawn this month to a small
group of ladies known as the "Puppeteers"., They are associated with the
Wilson Branch of Inter-Community Hospital, and have been meeting regularly for
the past ten years. Through their dedicated efforts, hundreds cf puppets
have been made and given to little patients at the Newfane Hospital. This
group of conscientious ladies have translated hours of work intc emiles of
joy and happiness for many youngsters. Congratulations!!

»* L] * * » » »* » * *

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: A beautiful old brass lighting fixture similar to
those originally used in the depot was purchased through Mr. Normen Luff. The
fixture is electrified and the globes and ceiling hardware were donated by
Mr. Luff; An interesting letter written and signed by General Crant from
Army Headquarters during the Civil War was donated by Mr. Whitney barnums An
1898 Edison Standard Phonograph with cabinet, horn, and 36 record rolls was
donated by Dorothy and Edgar Lort; Lucy Monroe dondated an old portable Singer
Sewing Machine; The Pfeiffer Co. donated an old dump wagon used to ‘tuild the
Townline and Ide Roads; “Bud" Ward donated a large 3 shelf glass dlsplay case,
The Society is also grateful to the following members who donated numerous
small items- pictures, books, etCels Ken and Dorothy Tracey, Mis. Joenn Burns
and Ruth Luff, the Olive Wilson familys; Mrs. Allce Carter, Phylils Hurst,

Mary Kidder, Dr, and Mrs. John Argue, Mr. and Mras, Norman Mocre, Francis Petriey

Daniel Tato, and Miss Mable Wilson.
» * * * - - * * * *

A GENTLE REMINDER: A few members have neglected toc pay their membership
dues which were due May 1, 1976, A “Red Star™ next to the address label on
thie "Newsletter” indicates we can no longer mail a copy to yov. We hope you

renew promptly-the Society can exhist only through your interest and support.
L * * L - * - * - »



ELECTICN RESULTS:s Officers elected from June 1976-June 1977 are: Pres.,
Dr. John F. Argue; Vice-Pres., Joseph Higgins; Treas., Mildred Croopj Rec.
Sec'y., Martha MacAskill, and Cor. Sec'y., Nettie Stimson.

Prustees elected for three years are Helen Berngraeber, Berne Kent, and
Karl S, Wright.

Committee Heads are "By-Laws", Karl Wrights “caboose", Delbert Pfohl;
“Planning", Whitney Barnumj *Higtorice)l Sites & Tours”, Dorothy Thilk:
“Sug%ay Hostesses", Helen Borngraeber; "Library”, Mildred Middletons
"MemMbership”, Millie Croops "Museum", Peggy Wardy “"Pudlications", Don Croopj
"Program”, Norm MacAskilly "Refreshments®, Winnie Fischer; and "Ways and
Megns" , Nettie Stimson.

SMhe “Memorial Committee" is composed of the Treasurer,Chrm., Head of the
Planning Committee and Head of the Museum Cowmittee. More may be appointed.
***ii*****

i STUDENT AWARDS: Dee Klees, graduate of Wilson Central School, received
‘the Wilson Historical Society award for noutstanding student in History".
Douglas Smith, graduate of Niagara-Wheatfield, was awarded a certificate and
medalion for "Outstanding Achievement for small engine and recreational
vehicle repair.”

*****G****

IN MEMORIAM: The Society's condolences are extended to the familK of
Mrs. Betty Belschner in the recent loss of her husband, lLester, age 42.

*****ii***

RECENT VISITORS: A busload of 7th graders from North Park school, Lockport,
with Millie Croop, hostess. Another busload from Niagara Falls called "The
Happy Time Grandmothers" were hosted by Dorothy Thilk and Flossie Lortz. Also
the 4H Lakemen, accompanied by Mrs. Myers and Mrs. Davis, visited the museum
on a Monday morning with Don and Millie Croop in attendance.

* O # * * ® X X % ® ¥

YOU CAN HELP: It has been suggested that if an unexpected committment
prevents Sunday hostesses to attend on day agreed upon, that Hostess Chairman,
Helen Borngraeber,please be notified so that a substitute may be found, If
you are unable to reach Helen, please notify Peggy Ward, Museum Chairman.

Since we advertise that the museum will be open every Sunday from 2 to L,
it would be unfortunate to have people pay us a visit only to find it closed.

'l*ll***‘t-_t*

MONTHLY EXHIBIT: (?) Sunday Hostesses, Aug. 1st, Millle and Don Croop;
August 8th, Winnie and Rex Stacys August 15th, Norm and Martha MacAskillg
Auguet 22nd, Eleanor and Art Canfields Auguet 29th, Edith Deitz and Risda
Mabel Wilson. - -

) X * K X % A X £ % ¥

THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Ruth Bartlett Kerr was born in 1894 at Pekin, Pa., She
married Harold Kerr in 1919 and made her home at Niagara Falls, N.Y. She had
one daughter, Mrs. Grace Kirk, and two grandsonsg, William and James. Mrs
Kerr's grandfather, Ebenezer Bartlett, founded Pekin, Pa. in 1845 where he
built a saw mi¥l and chair factory.” Both grandchildren served in the U.S.Navy.

* # # *£ ¥ % * * % &

CENTENNIAL NEWS: “Talk of recessiony Political scandal in Washingtong
Wmer. in men's clothing; Women insisting on their right to do men's works The
rising cost of going to colleges Weird clothing; Disrespectful young peoples
Inefficiency of the Postoffice; The high cost of funerals;y; and Long-haired
young men.* Sound familiar? It may read like 1976, but actually it was front

page news in 1876.
* * * * * % * * * *

AROUND THE MUSEUM: A thank you to Don Sinclair whq welded the braces that
were jacked in place by the caboose committee.....also to "Bud" Ward for re-
mounting a tire on the mower used by the men to keep the grounds mowed. And
Art Schnoor has offered to donate the black walnut which will be used to
support the marble top from the old Middleton Drugstore counter.,

* * * * % * * * * »*

AUGUST MEETINGS: Trustees, August 11th, 8PM at museums Annual Pienic,
August 16th at 6 PM at museum., Bring a dish to pass, own table service and
card table. Elderly Wilsonites will be guests of honor.

* * * »* * » * * * *

GLASS NEEDED: The continuing effort by Betty Stimson to keep the glass
recycling operation running smoothly is noteworthy. Not only have signs been
posted at the Jones's home on Lake Street, but slingers circulated to area
homes by youngsters of Thomas Mark school and the Wilson Girl Scouts, Not
only is the project beneficial ecology-wise, but it also has been a good
gource of income for the Historical Society.

* * L) L * * »* » +* *

THE GROSS MEDICAYL SOCIETY, composed of prominent Western New York Doctors
and their wives, visited the Wilson Museum in July as guests of Dr. and Mrs.
John P, Argue. Membership in the society is by invitation only.

* »

» * * * » * » * E
NEW MEMBER: The Society sxtends its welcome to our latest new membely,
_Mr. end ¥rs, Wayne Getman,-ef Wilson. - e
. * ’ - * #* L J » » * »
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BATTERY M STILL LIVES

We have had some interesting correspondence over the years with one of our
out-of-gtate members, Mr. Charles Peacock of Chickamauga, Ga. As a historian
he has shown considerable interest in the Society’s "Billy Sherman" booklet,
gnd purchased several., One is in the archives of the Chattancoga Area Histor-
ical Association; another was given to a life-long friend, Mr., Lee Anderson,
yho has won many Freedom Foundation and American Legion awards for his editor-
ials., It was through Mr. Anderson that a two column spread about "Billy
Sherman" appeared in the Chattanooga News-Free Press, March 3, 1974, The Wil-
son Society was prominently mentioned for honoring the former Confederate
Civil War horse.

Although Mr. Peacock lives in Georgia, his family originally lived in New
York. According to him his paternal grandfather organized a Co., in one of
the NYS volunteer units, was commissioned, served throughout the war, and was
discharged at Nashville, Tenn. He chose to remain in the south.

On a hurried trip through Chattanooga recently we were unable to tour all
the battle scenes because of a flu attack, however we did visit the impressive
New York Monument on Lookout Mountain. It was placed there to commemorate the
services of New York soldiers who participated in the battles of "Lookout Mt.",
"Chattanooga”, and "Missionary Ridge". It was built at a cost of $114,635.00
and 414 G.A.R. soldiers from New York-attended the dedication in 1910--amongst
them, some Wilson veterans from Battery M, A tablet on the monument bears
the following inscription: "Twelfth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. Henry W, Slocum,
Commanding. 1st N.Y. Light Battery M-- Reynolds Arty. Brigade-- Mustered in
October 14, 1861, Mustered out June 23, 1865. Present for duty on November
22, 1863, 3 officers and 106 enlisted men.”

* * * * * * * * * »

THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Edward Lonsbery was born in Niagara Falls and is a re-
tired employee of the Carborundum Company. He settled in Wilson in 1939 and
for many years ran a large farm on the Daniels Rd. His father was a silver-
buffer and polisher. Ed and his wife Mildred are familiar figures in the Wil~
son community and now live in the Harbor Trailor Park. They attend St. Paul's
Lutheran Church, bowl with the retired couple‘'s league, and spend their winters
in Florida. Ed and Mildred have always been willing helpers when ther's work
to be done at the museum,

#* * * »* * * * * * #*

LESS WE FORGET: The Wilson Society, fully aware of the time and effort
expended in the Society's interest by these former Officers and Committee
Heads, extends its sincere appreciation to Karl S, Wright, Vice-Pres; Susan
Cruickshank, Rec. Sec'ys Ella Mae Peters, Cor. Sec'y; John Rodgers, Trustees
“Chuck” Campbell, Ways and Means; Marion Campbell, Memberships Eloise
Culverwell, Refreshments; and Millie Croop, Co-Chrm., Museum.

* * * * * * * * »* *

REMINISCING: Marguerite Langdon writes that 58 years ago, a huge Taber-
nacle tent was erected just north of the Catholic Church. A few years later
a similar tent was erected behindothe Methodist Church. Many local citizens
were "saved” at these meetings. She also claims that about this same time,
medicine shows were put on in the theater. Besides buying the fabulous cure
"Elixer", one could also buy boxes of taffy and win a prize.,

Marguerite asks the question, “Does anyone remember the Chautaugua tent
which was behind the school?" Each year lectures were interspersed with stage
plays and tenors. Lucky children found free passes hunting for tickets on the
gchool grounds. (Editor's notes Anyone over 60 should remember the Red Path
Chautauqua days. I saw many performances as a boy in the early 20's. We
school children once competed for parts as "animals" for a matinee performance.
~ My first debut as an "actor” had me hopping around the stage dressed to lock

~like a bunny rabbit.)

* * * * * »* * *
'BON MOT: We must always have old memories and young hopes.

i



NEW MEMBERS: The Society welcomes Mildred and Elizabeth Hammond of Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, Canada,who have taken out Life Memberships. Their Uncle,
Richard Patterson, was the station agent at the depot after whoy the new
meeting room was recently named and dedicated. On a visit to Wilson two years
ago they visited the museum as guests of Esther Albright and Dorothy Thilk.

The Society is also happy to welcome the following new annugl members,

Mrs. Frances Crossman Miller of California, Mrs. June Clark Wince of West
Virginia, Kenneth Gaskill of Ohio, Jack Plesur of Virginia, Mrs, Donna Giles
Burke of Rensselaer, N.Y., and Willis Strickland of Lockport.

* * * * * * »* * * *

IN MEMORIAM: The Society extends its condolences to the family of Ha?el M.
Hamilton who died July 22nd at Dunedin, Florida. She was a native of Wilson

and moved to Florida in 1967.
3 % * * % * * 3* »* *

REUNION: Nine graduates of Wilson High School, class of 1926, celebrated
their 50th reunion on August ?th at the Sheraton Inn, Lockport. Of thg 19
original graduates, seven sent their regrets and three are deceased: Vlgla
Fowler, Loren Wright, and Charles Allgeier. Those attending the festivities
were, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Miller of Palm Springs, California; Mr. and Mrs.
Edmund Burke of Rensselear, N.Y.3 Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gaskill of Cleveland,
Ohio; Mr, and Mrs. Lorenzo Bowersox of Barker, N.Y.; Mr. and Mrs., Maitland
Smith of Olcott, N.Y.; Mr, and Mrs, Leonard Tabor; Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Pease; Mr. and Mrs. Harold Albright: and hosts Mr. and Mrs. Norman Thilk,
all from Wilson.,

# %* * * * * L * * *

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: A refrigerator from Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sharpe; A
refrigerated juice dispenser from Frank Hayes; A Bible from Carrie Bidlemanj
Framed picture of Arthur Blemaster, Wilson High Principal(1929-1945), Wool
sleigh robe and large paisley cover that belonged to Mrs. Chas. Israel, from
her grandaughter, Mrs. Stuart (Ernie) Walpole; Picture of military group
including Art Schnoor's Uncle from Art Schnoor; Three Indian arrow heads
found on the W. E, Buchner farm from Charles Buchner; Republican Centennial
Placque (1854-1954) from Mary Kidder; 1920 white crepe wedding dress from
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kenneth; Books and 75 yr. o0ld hearth grille from Willis
Strickland; Cabbage cutter from Donald Dietricks; and 32 old postcards of
Wilson owned by Cora Bush and Mrs. Nettie Johnson, donated by Grace Singer
and Mrs. Esther Pope.

* * * % * * * * * *

BICENTENNIAL NEWSs The Bicentennidl 'Cdmmittee has provided identification
signs for three large trees in the town of Wilson. A Poplar on the Robert
Waite property, McChesney St., is the largest measuring 17'6"; a Box Elder
on the Robert Smith farm, Maple and Nelson roads, measures 14'7"; and the
largest Maple in town is at the Herman Thilk home, Chestnut Rd., South Wilson,
and measures 13' 4", The trees were measured and selected by members of the
Wilson 4H Lakemen Club as their contribution to the Bicentennial celebration.

The Village of Wilson is also making plans to replace the lights and wiring
on the old "Tabor" bridge, Lake St., as a commemorative Bicentennial pro jecte.
An effort will'also be made to clear the creek of weeds and debris to help
beautify the area. Doctor Tabor served the Wilson community over forty years
and the house north of the creek and west of the bridge was built by him,

* * »* »* ¥* »* »* * * *

MEMORIALS: The Society recently received a check from Mrs. Mildred Moody

Eakin of Lakeland, Florida, to provide a Memorial in memory of her mother,
Mary E. Pettit Moody.
* * * * * * * * * *

SEPTEMBER ACTIVITIES: The Trustee meeting will be Wednesday evening, 7 PM,
Sep't. 15th at the Thilk Cottage. They would like all committee chairmen to
attend all meetings to make reports. A written report should be submitted if
chairmen are unable to attend.

The monthly museum exhibit will be "0ld Medical Equipment"” under the
supervision of Mrs., Ella Mae Peters. Hostesses are Sep'ts, 5th, Mrs. Doris
Tarry; Sep't. 12th, Jean and John Argue; Sep*t. 19th, Ella Mae and Ed Peters;
Sep't. 26th, (pending)

The Regular meeting will convene at the museum at 7130 PM, Monday evening,
Sep't 20th. Mr, Herman Stiegler will demonstrate square dance technics, and
members may either just watch or join in the fun. The refreshment committee
will be Jean Swanson, Chrm., Marilyn Allgeier, and Leona Beutel,

A Niagara Trail tour is planned for Sunday, Sep't. 26th. Bus will leave
from museum at 1:00 PM, Bring along box or picnic lunch., Call Lois Barnum
or Dorothy Thilk for information and reservations.

* * * * » * * * * *

YEARBOOKS NEEDED: The library committee would like to get High School

programs and yearbooks for as many years as possible. Maybe you can help.
* %* * * * * * * »* *

A THOUGHT FOR TODAY: Alexander Hamilton once said, "Not only the wealth
but the Independence and Security of a country appear to be materially :
connected with the Prosperity of manufactursrs;“ .

* * * %* * * L

POSTSCRIPTs Its better to be 70 years young than 40 years old.
* * * * »* * * * * *
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WILSON CEMETERIES

It is believed that the first Wilson pioneer to die in the settlement was
Stephen sheldon. He built a house at the mouth of twelve mile creek where he
died in the fall of 1812. It is known that internments were made at the east
end of "Sunset Island”, and that is wher2 he is believed to have been buried,
Another burial ground was located at the west end of Young Street on the hill
just south and east of the creek, and a number of Wilson's early residents
were buried there also.

In 1846 a two acre plot was set aside as a cemetery on the southwest cor-
ner of the Nathaniel Davis farm, lot 90, township 15, range 7. This was lo-
catedon the east side of the Wilson-Cambria road opposite from where the
railroad depot (museum) now stands.

On October 25, 1850, Nathaniel Davis and Alfred Ransom presided over a
meeting at which an offer was made by Luther Wilson to donate eight and one
quarter acres of land near the harbor for a more suitable dburial ground. The
offer was accepted and proper steps were taken under t he rural cemetery laws
to incorporate, and the Greenwood Cemetery Association was organized. Luther
Wilson, Curtis Pettit, Morgan Johnson, John Onderdonk, Robert McChesney,
Simon Sheldon, Nathaniel Davis, Hiram Tabor, and Enoch Pease were elected
Trustees. Five years later on December 27, 1855, the land was actually deed-
ed over to the Association by Luther amd Sarah Wilson, Trustees at this time
were Robert McChesney, Simon Sheld dert Dox, Luren Wilson, Harvey John=- .
son, Calvin Pratt, Hiram Tabor, Abf.. .psburg, and Curtis Pettit. Additional
land was later purchased to allow for a larger burial ground, walkway, and
driveway to Harbor street.

Before grading woerk for the Rome, Watertown, and QOgdensburg railroad was
started through the town in 1872, Eldert Dox, David Barnum, and Harvey John-
son were appointed Commissioners of Removal at the Nathaniel Davis farm cem-
etery since the tracks for the new road were surveyed to pass through the
cemetery. All persons interred there were removed to Greenwoocd Cemetery and
records kept in compliance with State Law so those removed could be located
by their families,

Greenwood Cemetery is now the only one in town, but there have been others
that disappeared over the years through neglect. One was believed to have
been located on the Daniel's Road between New and Cerman Roads., Another was
on the grounds of the old St. Peter's German Evangelical Lutheran Church that
was once located on the north side of Nelson Road between Route 425 and Maple
Road. The church burned and never was re-built, but some headstones are
still visible. Though grown over with bPush and neglected, graves can still
be identified for Johann Bobzien, M. Bobzien, and a 20 yr. old son of Mary
and Fritz Smith who died in 1890,

In early days it was sometimes customary to bury persons on private plots.
One of these may be seen back of the Ness property on West Lake Road where
three or four markers for a Williams family have nearly disappeared through

the ravages of time and vandalism.
* * * » 3 * » * * L 4

PUBLICATIONS: 1In response to a continuing demand, 100 additional copies
of "Tall Tales and Legends" has been printed. A new booklet, "The Valiant
Men of Battery M" is expected to be ready for distribution this fall after
Thanksgiving. In it will be a revised "Story of Billy Sherman", “"Dedication
Service", and much more,

The Society will be pleased to note that Concordia Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Beebe Road, published a Commemorative Program to celebrate their
100th anniversary August 22, 1976, In it was a copy of the church history
printed in the Society's publication, "The Churches of Wilson". ZExley United
Methodist Church has algo used a condensed version of its history published
in the same booklet to use in their 150th Anniversary Church Directory. Exley
will hold a Commemorative Service October 2&, 1976,

* % L 2 * »* - »* * -» -

BON MOT: In the faces of men and women I see God, (Walt Whitman)



FAMILY PORTRAIT: Doris Knapp Tarr traces her paternal ancesTry to Nicho-
las Knapp (1600), who came from England to Watertown, Mass., in 1632; alse
Elias Cady who moved to Dryden Township, N.Y. in 1816, The Cadys were promi-
nent in Dryden and both Elias and a grandson, John Cady served in the New
York State Legislature. Mrs, Tarr's maternal ancestry dates back to Alexane
der Jameson of Scotland (1702), and Israel Wood, ist Earl of Warwick Castle,
England (1600), History buffs will recall that Wood joined with the Duke of
York in 1640 and sailed to America to drive the Dutch from New York. The
Colony was claimed for England and Israel Wood purchased part of the lands
that are now known as Manhattan and Brooklym.

Doris Tarr, daughter of Dr, Albert Cady Knapp and Lillian Jameson, was
bgrn in the small town of Locke, Cayuga County. She graduated from Cortland
High School in 1919 and received her A.B. at Syracuse University. She
smilingly recalls that when her family moved to Cortland, the days of the
"country doctor" were over---no longer would operations be performed on her
mother's kitchen table. Doctors today might be startled to know that office
calls were 50¢ and $1.00 or $2,00 if her father had to be both doctor and
nursemaid for two or three days.

When Doris graduated from Syracuse she obtained a position as history
teacher in Wellgboro, Pa. It was there that she met L. Ernest Tarr, a2lso a
teacher, and they were married in 1930. During the Great Depression they
moved to Cortland where Mr, Tarr was a Commercial teacher in the high school.
They also opened a flower shop where Doris perfected her artistic talent
making floral pieces for weddings and funerals, While living at Cortland
their only son, John, was born.

Mrs, Tarr showed considerable business enterprise at an early age when,
as a little girl at Dryden, she clipped off her beautiful curls and sold them
to admirers for 5 to 25 cents each, Some thirty years later, when her hus-
bandbecame Principal at Dryden in 1938, many people remembered Doris and told
her they still kept those curls in their Bibles or in the back of watches,
In recalling the spanking she received from her mother, Doris would probably
be the first tec acknowledge that "business enterprises” sometimes have
unexpected drawhacks.

The Tarrs left Dryden in 1946 when Mr. Tarr was appointed Principal of
the Wilson Central School. He retired in 1964 and passed away in 1969,
Their son John married Evelyn Menzel and they have three children, Gary,
James, and Sherry. Doris remaing in Wilson, lives in retirement on East
Lake Road, and is still very active ifgy-~wsmunity affairs and Exley United
Methodist Church where she is an Honci~ *—.Life Member of the Administrative

Board, .
* #* * * ¥ * * ¥ * * .

MUSEUM ACQUISITICNS: The Board of Trustees has adopted a new policy for
accepting donations to the museum. An Acquisitions Committee will be formed,
and if approved by the membership, will be included in the By-Laws of the
Society. The Committee will consist of the Chairman of the Museum, Chairman of
the Library, and one appointed member of the Board. If you or any of your
friends have articles to donate to the museum, dc not leave them at the
museum before talkin% with one of the following personss Peggy Ward (6792)
Mildred Middleton (6626) or J-seph Higgins, 263 Ontirio Street, Wilson.

* % ' * * * » » +*

OCTOBER AT THE MUSEUM: ~he theme for October (quoting James Whitcomb Riley)
"sets my heart a clickin' lixe the tickin®' of a clock, When the frost is on the
punkin and the fodder's in the shock™, Yes, October will be an exciting month
with an exhibit supervised by Peggy Ward and Nettie Stimson. It will feature
rush or wicker items, stuffed ducks, Hallowe'’en and other items related to the
fall season. Of course all members are invited to participate, and any item
will be accepted for display through the first week in Cctober=--just phon
Pegey or Nettie, -

On Saturday, October 9th, a busload of members from the Historical Society
of the Tonawandas will visit the museum where they plan to have a basket
lunch. Coffee and tea will be provided for our guests with Dorothy Thilk and
Mildred Middleton serving as hostesses. Willard B, Dittmar, well known histor-
ijan and Curator of the Tonawanda Society will accompany the group.

Regular Sunday Hosts and Hostesses in October will be as followss Oct. 3rd,
Karl and Gwenn Wrighty Oct. 10th, Wally and Peggy Ward; Oct. 17th, Ed and
Dorothy Lort: Oct. 24th, Doctor and Jean Argue; Oct. 31st, Fred and Sara Berry.

Trustees will meet Oct., 13th, 7:30 PM at museum. Regular geet@gg wil}lgeb

. omm ee w e
conducted Oct. 18th at museum S%pnrijiseel (ﬁroa%_lr(f 1'1e eoi:;rr%sohﬁee%t. itt i

Josephine Connors, Chrmj Eleanor
* * * * » +* * * » »

WELCOME: Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Hayes of Wilson--our latest new annual members.
* * * » » * % * »* +

THE BICENTENNIAL PICNIC was a great success. Good food and good entertain-
ment thanks to "Pinky" Robinson of Major Bowes fame, our enthusiastic pianist,
Frances Goldthorpe, and a beautiful solo by special guest, Myra Wakeman,

.*Gi*.*iifl-ﬁ_.. Al
THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Emily Faye Smith Pisello was born in B}rmlngham, a,
She and her husband moved to Wilson in 1968. They have L children, TwinsAgohn
and James, Gina and Glor&a.*HeE fgthgr Ean*a §roser¥ store in Evergreen,Ala.
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EARLY ROADS -

The first road, according to Reuben Wilson, was opened up in 1811 from
Fort Niagara to Somerset and was known as the Lake road.

The Youngstown road to Van Horne's Mill {(Burt), was laid out in 1816 by
road commissioners Abner Crossman and George Sheldon., It was surveyed by
Joseph Alken who did most of the roads up to June, 1820,

The Town Line reoad from Lake Ontaric south was laid out on a line between
ranges #7 and #8 of the Holland Land Co. survey. It is interesting to note
that it originally ran south two miles, then southwest to the corner of town.
It was straightened out in November, 1819, and continued south to the Cambria
gettlement and the old road abandoned. Today it is State road Rt. &25,

The Slash road started at Lake Ontario between lots # 72 and #82, and was
1aid out due south in November, 1818, It joined with the Marsh Settlement
road (Chestnut road)., The Slash road (now Maple road) got its original nzme
from the fact that Daniel Holmes had the job of clearing the timber and
slaghing preparatory to burning it for a right of way.

As other roads were cut through the wilderness and swamps, they generally
were named for the early settlers who lived on them. For instance, the Marsh
Settlement road was named after Joseph Marsh who settled on lot #65 in 182k
2t what i3 now the corner of Reebe and Chestnut roads. The Marsh road was
later c¢alled Chestnut St., and around 1934 the highway had signs posted on
itindicating it as the Warrens Corners-South Wilson Rd, Today, since there
igs a Chestnut St. in the village of Wilson, the highway is called Chestnut Rd,

Other early settlers who had roads named for them were "Daniels", "Fitch®,
"Beebe", “Jonas" (now German), "Palmer", "lde", "Randall”, "Brayley", "Nelson",
"Harris*, "Farley", and "Hurlburt", Village streets carrying the names of
early residents are "Dox", “Wilcox", “MeChesney", "Young“, "Warren", "Pettit"
“Haner". 1In the late 1800's farmers donated labor each year to help keep the
roads in repair. This sometimes meant using teams and wagons to draw stone
or othner needed materials, As time went on, some found it easier to hire
some one to “work out" their obligation to the town. This eventually led to
the formation of Tocal highway departments and taxing everyone to cover costs,
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BICENTENNIAL NOTE: It seems rather amusing today that prior to the Revole
ution, such terms as "Yankee", "Doodle", or "Dandy", were often used insult~
ingly by the British to poke fun at someone they considered fools or simple-
tons, The song, "Yankee Doodle", was written during the French and Indian
Wars by a British surgeon, Dr. Schuckburg, while stationed at Fort Craile, now
Rensselaer, N.Y. The Doctor had just watched a company of ragged, unkempt,
American Provincials straggle into the Fort while constantly arguing with
their officers. As a joke, the doctor wrote the lyrics to "Yankee Doodle”,
and presénted it to the Americans as THE tune to drill by. They did, and the
British soldiers watched and laughed.

Though "Yankee Doodle" was written to poke fun at the American Provincials,
the catehy tune caught on and soon became & camp favorite., Later during the
Revolution, it was proudly sung by the Minutemen after routing the British at
Concord and Lexington; it was played when Burgoyne surrendered to Gates at
Saratoga in 1777¢ and it was played when Cornwallis surrendered to Washington
at Yorktown in 1781, America's "country bumpkins”, as Militiamen and soldiers
of the Continental Army, fought to the strains of one of the best mgrching
tunes ever written, and triumphed over the best professionals Britain could

mnugter.
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I MEMORIAMs The Society sadly notes the recent demise of'Mr. walter
Goodman, husband of Marietta McClellan Goodman and father of wallace Goodman.

to all members of the family.
The Society extends its sympithz 2 1 E bers of

i the other party is polltics.
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MUSEUM ACQUISITIONSs From Edward Hurtgam, Barn boards for meeting roomy
G.S. Collins, Picture postcards and book,"Beauties of Friendship”; Louis
Schorb, Framed pictures of Olcott Beach, Lockport Locks, Dionne Quintuplets,
World War I Mess Kit, Steel Helmet, and Wild Boar tusk from Francei Crystal
radio set with earphones, hand auto horn, spot light, grub hoe, and carpepter
tools and planes that belonged tc the Tugwell familys Bessie Crawford, Misc.
collection of Invitdtions, Receipts, and other items pertaining to Wilson;
John Argue, two postecards of historical interest; Willis Strickland, Book,
“Regimental leosses during Civil War"; Wilson Bi-Committee, Framed message
from Pres. Ford congratulating Town of Wilson for meeting requirements to be
recognized as a "Bicentennial Ccmmunity”: Juanita and Larry Hirshaw, Recipe
book, "Crumbs of Comfort* (1399}); Doris Tarr, Family Genealogy; Donors un-
known, 4 calendar plates, 3 bicentennial coasters, Lilly's drugstore letter
opener, 1876 autograph book, 1885 stery book, old pictures of Methodist church,
Civil Defense armband (4961); 2 r«tion book holiders, pupils of Dist. #5 (1910~
1911), presented by teacher, Ldith Freemarn, to her pupils as Christmas card.
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"BUGS BUNNY"?: Burt Jennings says that his great Uncle, Chris Jennings,
shot the last Jackrabbit around town in 1845, Jackrabbits are commen today
in the mid and southwest and the flop-eared hares are known to cover the
ground in 20' leaps. BRurt added that it might not have been a true jackrabbit

but it was the last of its kind seen around Wilson.
# * W + * ¥* ¥* *

NCVEMBER will be known as "Railroad Month" at the museum. Members might be

interested to know tha+t the first passenger *Train passed through Wilson on

June 12, 1876--just one hundred years ago. We understand that Louis Mc—Laugh--z- 

lin, Gery Jacobs, and Jack Cindrick will ce~operate in putting on the exhibit.

We are reminded that the largest Sunday “endance ever experienced at the
museum was during the railroad exhibit °~ +« year. Hostesses will include,
Nov. 7th, Joe Higgins, and Anns Mae Ne.. -; Nov, 14th, Helen Borngraeber and
Hannah Goodnightt Nov. 21st, Marilyn a» &d Allgeier; and November 28th,

Nancy and Ferne Kent. TRUSTEES WILL mee” November 10th, 8;00PM at Museum.
REGULAR MEETING will be Monday evening, Nov. 15th, 7:30 in Patterson Room.
HOSTESSES will be Marlene Dinse, Helen Dinse, and Edith Diez. PROGRAM will
be a slide presentation by Kr. Fred Ingram of Lockport who will show. pictures
of steam railroads dating back to the "Tom Thumb", "“Pekin" Sitrap Railroad,
Wilson's Rome Watertown and Cgdensburg line, up to the present day.
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VISITCRS:+ The Society was honored to play host to the Historicecal Societies
of the Tonawandas recently when a busloaqd of their memters spent two hours at
the museum. They had a picnic lunch in the Patterson Room with tez, coffeq
and donuts served by hostesses Lois Jennings, Ruth Gale, and Millie Croop. The
visitors were impressed with progress made, to date under Art Schnoor's super=
visien, and wereamazed at the number of acquisitions on display. The special
monthly exhibit received many favorable comments, and credit for the fine
fall-season display goes to Peggy Ward and Nettie Stimson.,
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WELCCHME: The Society wishes to extend a cordial welcome to our lategt new
annual member, Hrs, Kargaret Wilson of Wilson.
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SCHCOCL VCTE: The education of your children and your grandchildren will
depend on on your vote at the high school,December 8th,from 12:00 noon on,
Superintendent Richard Zipp outlined a presentation of the schocld needs as
recommended by a 30 member citizen's committee at the last regular meeting.
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THE BICENTENNIAL and HISTORICAL SITES committees are in the process of
locating and making a register of all homes in the village and town of Wilson,
100 or more years of age. It may be possible that some will be overlooked,
g0 1f any membdber is positive of the age of any home over 100 years old, please
convact Dorothy Thilk prior to November 10th to make sure they are included,

¥ OO® X ¥ ¥ * K 0¥

THUI'BNATIL TKETCH: Marguerite Stockwell Langdon was born at Carthage,N.Y.
She is a real estate broker and available for genealogical researche. She
rece@ved her education at Wilgon High School, Millard Fillmore School of
Nursing, and Business School. She is affiliated with the Episcopal Church,
Sld‘Fgrt Niagara Association, C.A.C Mental Health Center, and Early American
20C1leTy.

The Stockwell family came to Wilson in 1824, Marguerite's father, Clayton,
was 2 Wilson Werchant., Her g.great grandfather, Edwin Stockwell died at Point
Lookoutz Md,, during the Civil War, Three members of the Stockwell family
served in the Revolution. Ralph Stockwell served on the school Board, was
Justice of the Peace, and Wilson Town Supervisor. Burt Stockwell became 2
Miagara County District Attorney. James Stockwell, who attended Lewiston
Academy, became a docter. Frank Stockwell was a Lockpert City Judge, and
Henry Stockwell once served as Mayor of Wilson.
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POSTSCRIPT: Peace comes not from the absence of conflict in life but

from the ability to cope with it.
*

* * * * * *
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RURAL EDUCATION IN WILSON

The earliest school in the town of Wilson was established for adults in
1817 at a log house about one mile south of the village., It was believed to
have been located on the A, B, Arneld farm, and evening classes were taught
there by Luther Wilson during the winter months of January and February.

The first log school house built in the town was in 1819 about one mile
and a half east of the village on Lake Road. An average of about 12 students
a year were taught by Dr, John Warner of Newfane, who later became the first
Vice~Pres. of the Niagara County Medical Association.

The first school in the village was also built of logs in 1820 at the
southeast corner of Young and Lake streets. Luther Wilson later built nis
cobblestone house on this site in 1845, The first teacher there was Almira
Welch and she was succeeded by Mr. David Murray.

On May 1, 1821, the town of Wilson was divided into five school districts.
Education of the younger children gradually increased until 1852 when it be-
came necessary to build a cobblestone schoolhouse on Pettit Street, just west
of the present Baptist Church. This two-story structure was the main village
school for many years and when it became overcrowded, the Dox Block and old
cobblestone office south of Luther Wilson's home were used as annexes, School
districts in the town increased t0.17.by 1859 as the necessity of providing
more schools in the township imcreased.

Property taxes were levied to help support the schocls and were computed
by multiplying the number of acres-a person owned by the value of one acre
times the tax rate. About 1844, for example, a2 person owning 100 acres of
land worth $7.00 an acre would have paid a total tax of about %B.00 per year,

The rural school districts and Union Free School District #1 played a big
roll in educating the children in the town and village prior to centralization
in 1941, A1l districts operated independently within their own areas and
each distriect had its own trustees who were responsible for hiring teachers
and disbursing funds.

Early records kept by trustees of District #7 in East Wilscn reveal some
interesting in informatiom which probably co~incided with the cperations of
other rural schools in town. The District #7 property was originally given
for a school by Mr, Herman Halsey in 1843, In keeping with early tradition,
when first painted, it was red.

The first teacher is said to have been Mr, William W. Wollater. Years later,
two of Mr, Halsey's grandaughters ag well as his great grandaughter, Mrs.
Alice Bull Carter, taught there as well.

When one considers the great number of industrial and peclitical leaders in
the nation today who received some of their early education in small rural
schools like District #7, one can't help bu admire the skill and dedication
those early teachers must have given to their profession. Apparently, since
they were poorly paid, good education must have depended more on dedication
to their students rather than high salaries. For instance, in 1906, the
teacher of District #7 was paid %340 a year, (and she had to furnish most of
her own supplies). The janitor received $11.90 to clean the building and
light fires in the old pot~belly stove. In that same year, $?.u0 was spent
for furniture, and $2.10 for school supplies. When the district’s taxpayers
voted to close the school May ik, 1942, the teacher's salary had only increase-
ed to $912 a year. . _

Trugtees of District #7 from 1904 to 1942 were, Mr. Burt Stone, Mr, Zdward
Woodcock, Mr. Henry Munch, Mr. Edgar Bull, Mr. Jacodb Sherman, Mr. M.B, Dennis,
Mr. Mack Poole, Mr, Luther A, Wilson, Mr., L.C. Huguenor, Mr. John Richards,
Mr. Willard Woodcock, and ¥r., Oscar Munch. -

District #7 began busing their children to the new Wilson Central Rural

School in September, 1942,
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THERE"S LIFE IN THE OLD GIRL YET": 1In case you're wondering what that ie
supposed to mean, we simply wish to assure you we are referring to the Wilson
Historical Socliety. Yes, asome of us may be a little clder and a little bit
8lower since the Soclety was founded in 1972, but the spark is still there.
That was amply demonstrated Thursday afternoon, Oct. 28th, when Marion Good-
rich called to say their old barn was to be burned down Saturday, and if more
wood was needed for the "Patterson Room", there was plenty available,

Qur treasurer immediately got on the "hot line"” with calls to Peggy Ward
and ¥hit Barnum who assured her the wood was well worth acquiring. Whit got
the contractor to hold off until Monday, and soon telephones were ringing in
every member's home where help might be expected. Considering sickness and
prior commitments, the response was a little more than remarkable,

Friday and Saturday from 9 AM on, Edgar Culverwell, Fenton Cole, John
Goodrich, "Tex" Tucker, Ralph Dinse, Joe Higgins, Rex Stacy, Elwin Upton, Tom
Sharpe, Wally Beutel, and Don Croop showed up with pinch bars, hammers, and a
lot of determination. Not to be outdone were Peggy Ward, Lois Barnum, Marien
Goodrich, Millie Croop, and Helen Dinse, who made it plain "Womens Lib* is
more than jusi a word to them, Some especially good pieces of cherry and
other boards were removed from a granary, stables, and overhead flooring ena-
bling Peggy to take three large loads of wood to the museum., The boards will
have to be cleaned up some before installing, so don't be surprised if you're
invited to a "brushing bee" in the near future.

** * 3 * * »* * 3* * #*
BAKE SALE: Nettie Stimson and Lois Barnum report that the election day sale
was a great success, 3ince Wilson ladies have long been known as culinary
experts, all "goodies" at the Water Dist. Bldg. and Town Hall were quickly
sold out., Nettie and Lois wish to thank all who baked and made cash dona-~
tions, and especially for those "paper pies" from Florida and California.

L3 * * »* * * * * * *
GOOD SHCWING: Helen Borngraeber has been providing a valuable service to the
Society by getting volunteer hostesses for Sunday afternoons when the museum
is cpen from two to four. The co-operation from the members has been fine,
and the Society commends all who have given of their time and services. Gwenn
¥right has volunteered to call "scheduled hostesses” each week as a gentle
reminder so there will be no “slip ups".

* * * * * +* * »* * H#
FORE THANK YCU acknowledgements to Karl Viright and Rex Stacy who picked up the
beautiful display case donated to the Seciety by the Niagara Co, Hist, SoCesee
and to Betty Stimson for "straightening out" a small matter associated with
recycling glass.....and to Rex Stacy who built a &' sign which will be painted
and lettered by Carcl C. Smith and installed.near the road by Art Lchnooresss.
and to Dorothy Tinnabery for her initiative in starting a Christmas tree or=-
nament-making program.....and to Zleanor Myers for accepting responsibility
for the 1977 "Country Fair".....and to Dora vwakeman and Nancy Kent for 'fill=
ing in for tillie Middleton...e..8nd to Gary Jacobs, Delbert Pfohl, I.ouls Nac-
Laughlin, and Jack Cindrick for setting up and advertising the November rail-
road exhibit which drew over 100 visitors on each of the first two Sundays,
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SPEAKING OF RAITRCAL.: ‘‘hen the "Hojack"™ iirst crossed Lkpt.-Clcott Rd. the
stop was named “"Newfane“, 1In 1900, when the trolley line was built under the
steam line at that point, the intersection was named "Furt", and the trolley
stop at Charlotteville was given the name “"Newfane". The two lines could
never seem to make good connections for passengers, and as pioneer “william
Clmstead smilingly put it,"This had a permanent effect con the growth of the
hamlet called "Rurt". People found it easier to setile there than try to
wait for a trolley or train."

* * * * b #* ® * * k-
BICENTENNIAL NCTES: Projects still to be completed include, Farking and
Dedicating the "Tabor Bridge"; Erecting marker at the 1823 log cabin in East
Wilsons Making up register of all 100 year old homes in town of Wilson; and
compiling list of 3, 4, or more generation families who have lived on the
homestead. Call Dorothy Thilk if you know families who qualify..
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DECENMBER: Trustees will meet Dec 15th, 8 PM at museum, Families who would
like to help decorate Chrisimas tree are invited. REGULAR MEETING will be on
Dec., 20th, 7:30 PM at museum. PROGRAM, "Christmas Past Revisited". will in-
clude old fashioned corn-poppings cracking nuts en flatiron, taffee pull,
decorating Xmas cookies; making ornaments, paper chains, stringing corn and
cranberries, and a sing-a-long with Frances Goldthorpe. HOSTESSES will be
Leona Hunter, June Kropp, and Mildred Lonsbery. MONTHLY EXHIBIT will feature
old toys and dolls under supervision of Peggy Ward. MONTHLY HOSTESSES on
Sundays will be, Dec. 5th, Sue Cruickshank & family; Dec., 12th, Marion and
Chuck Campbell; Dec. 19th. Esther and Harold Albright; Dec. 26%th, Helen
Borngraeber and Hannah and Tom Goodnight.

* #* » * * * %* » * +
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR: May the Holiday Season bring you these
treasured gifts of Happiness, Joy, Cheer, and enduring Friendships. (From the

members of the Publications Committee)
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