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LAKE ISLAND FARK

Lake I s l a n d P a r k ( l a t e r known a s Tu s c a r o r a P a r k ) was a c q u i r e d i n t h e l a t e
1800 's b y i . N . H a r r i s and D r . T. C . Wa l t o n . M r . Ha r r i s managed t h e p a r k
which c o n s i s t e d o f a b o u t 100 a c r e s o f b e a u t i f u l p i n e groves b o r d e r i n g Twelve
M i l e Creek . H e b u i l t a p a v i l i o n f o r d a n c i n g where l unches were s e r v e d , and
t h e r e were a l s o r e c r e a t i o n a l a reas i n c l u d i n g a b a l l p a r k . The o l d H a r r i s
b o a r d i n g house ( l a t e r Tu g w e l l Cot tage) became famous a s " t h e p l a c e t o go" f o r
summer v a c a t i o n s . S t a r t i n g i n 1891 t h e Farmer 's P i c n i c s a t t r a c t e d huge
crowds each year and were h e l d t h e l a s t S a t u r d a y i n J u l y . The P i c n i c s were
s p o n s o r e d b y t h e N i a g a r a C o . F a r m e r ' s A s s o c . , and thousands a t t e n d e d y e a r l y .

Cne o f t h e main a t t r a c t i o n s o f t h o s e t imes were t h e f r e q u e n t "Parade o f
b o a t s " h e l d d u r i n g evening h o u r s . B o a t s of a l l s i z é s and shapes were t r immed
w i t h Chinese l a n t e r n s , and t h e b e a u t y o f t h e occas ion was enhanced b y t h e
sound of s o f t music p l a y e d on mandolins and g u i t a r s . In 1889 impress ive c e r ‑
emonies v e r e h e l d when L u t h e r “ l i l s o n , f r o m a g a i l y decorated barge, poured
water i n t o Twelve v i l e Creek and re-chr is tened i t the Tuscarora R i v e r . The
r i v e r was so named because t h e source of t h e west branch s t a r t e d in t h e
I n d i a n Reservat ion.

\ news i t em in Ruth Stedman's scrapbook described V i l s o n as a p leasant
p l a c e f o r a summer.r e s o r t . The steamer "Euryd ice" made r e g u l a r t r i p s f rom
To r o n t o , Cane, and unloaded hundreds¥ f -Canadians a t t h e park p i e r s each
y e a r . C t h e r Canadian steamers were t h e "Cambria" and t h e "Columbus" . The
"Columbus" had a capac i t y of 600 passengers. Crowds of Youngstown res iden ts
a l s o used t o come t o “ ‘ i l s o n o n b a r g e s where t h e r e was p l e n t y o f room f o r
d a n c i n g . A f a m i l i a r s m a l l steamer o f t h a t day was "The Annie F. Onen" which
used t o t o v t h e b a r g e s .

Cpening of t h e Rome, Watertown, and Ogdensburg r a i l r o a d in 1876 made it
p o s s i b l e f o r many vaca t ioners to v i s i t W i l s o n d u r i n g t h e n e x t 30 y e a r s . Many
P i t t s b u r g v i s i t o r s came v i a t h e R . WwW. & QO. t o spend t h e i r summers a t t h e
P i t t s b u r g H o t e l o n t h e " I s l a n d " . A news i t e m i n t h e W i l s o n S t a r d a t e d J u l y 7 ,
1892 desc r i bed a b a l l game p l a y e d b e f o r e 400 Canadians and 5,000 residents o f
n e a r b y towns. I t s a i d t h a t t h e " N i a g a r a F a l l s Do lph ins" d e f e a t e d t h e " To r o n t o
W i l m o t s " b y 3 sco re o f fi v e t o t h r e e .

The. pa rk was p o p u l a r a s a p i c n i c area and i n c l u d e d a wate r s l i d e , b a t h
houses, b o a t s , and mer ry -geround In 1899 M r . H a r r i s completed a 40x70 b u i l d ‑
i n g c a l l e d the Garden Opera House. I+t was s a i d t h a t M r . H a r r i s c a t e r e d t o a
s e l e c t c l i e n t e l e and a l l o w e d no l i q u o r s a l e s , Sabbath desecra t ion , p r o f a n i t y ,
or o t h e r b a d conduct of any k i n d .

Around t h e yea rs 1904-1909, when Rex fo rd Tu g w e l l a t t e n d e d schoo l in Wi lson ,
boys c o u l d s t i l l make a d o l l a r o r two w o r k i n g f o r M r . Harris o n s p e c i a l days
at w h a t was f a s t becoming a d e s e r t e d amusement p a r k . Wi lson s t a r t e d to d e ‑
c l i n e a s a r e s o r t town a f t e r 1900 when t h e L o c k p o r t - O l c o t t t r o l l e y l i n e was

* * * * * * * * 7 *
SURVEY PLANNED: M i l e s S . Limnabery o f P o r t a l e s , New Mexico, i s i n v e s t i g a ‑

t i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f d o i n g a n Archeo log i ca l su rvey t h e s i s , u s i n g t h e
townsh ip o f W i l s o n as a s t u d y a rea . The Board o f Tr u s t e e s h a s a g r e e d to a s k .
t h e membership to a s s i s t M i l e s to g a i n access to p r i v a t e p r o p e r t i e s where
such s tud ies m i g h t be made. Anyone h a v i n g knowledge of I n d i a n a r t i f a c t s in
t h e a r e a o r s u g g e s t i o n s wherei n f o r m a t i o n - m i g h t b e o b t a i n e d , p l e a s e c a l l M r .
a n d M r s . Geo rge L i n n a b e r y, who a r e c o - o p e r a t i n g w i t h t h e i r son s o t h a t h e may
make a p r e l i m i n a r y a n a l y s i s . .

* * * *® * * * * * *
ORNAMENTS: O v e r 2 0 b e a u t i f u l hand-made B i c e n t e n n i a l Christmas t r e e orna ‑

ments were tu rned in to t h e S o c i e t y f o r d i s p l a y d u r i n g t h e Ho l i days . Trus tees
have a g r e e d t o make t h i s a n annual event s t r e s s i n g o l d f a s h i o n hand-made ones.
Ornaments w i l l be marked w i t h donor ' s name and y e a r and used to decora te t r e e .* * * * * * * * + *

BON MOT: The t r o u b l e w i t h doing something r i g h t t h e fi r s t time is t h a t
nobody appreciates how d i f fi c u l ti t wage Co* *# FF 8 @#8 @ @ @



MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: Two t r u c k l o a d s of s t e e l t a b l e s , c h a i r s , e l e c t r i c t y p e ‑
w r i t e r s , fi l i n g c a b i n e t s ,and miscellaneous assortment of f a n s , e t c . , were
donated to t h e S o c i e t y by We s t e r n E l e c t r i c of B u f f a l o . The equipment was
p i c k e d up by O l l i e C l a r k and C l a r k S t imson , and un loaded ( w i t h h e l p f rom
E d g a r C u l v e r w e l l and Don Croop) a t t h e museum and E x l e y Method is t Church .

A l l a n Decker g a v e t h e Soc ie ty 3 magazined s l i d e s of N i a g a r a F a l l s ( ' 2 5 - 2 9 )
1 Navy Book,Postcards, 2 p r i n t s "The B e l l ' s F i r s t N o t e " , S a t i n wedding dress
and v e i l , Bridesmaid p i n k v e i l and h e a d p i e c e , w h i t e b a b y b o o t i e s , R . R . C a r ‑bide L a n t e r n , Time Clock, R a i l r o a d i r o n , R .R . r e d n e c k e r c h i e f , a n d 1869
N i a g a r a Coun t y D i r e c t o r y.

The Fellowship C l a s s of E x l e y Church gave a ceramic t i l e w i t h s k e t c h of
c h u r c h o n i t . T i l e s were used i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e 150th a n n i v e r s a r y o f
t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e M e t h o d i s t S o c i e t y i n W i l s o n i n 1826,

+ FF + %F %F 8 48 48 8 &
CAUTION U R G E D :4 There i s n o l o n g e r need t o r e g u l a t e l i g h t s f r o m f u s e b o x i nkitchenette a r e a . L i g h t s in P a t t e r s o n Room may now be t u r n e d onby u s i n g
w a l l s w i t c h e s l e f t of entranceway i n s i d e room. Someone t u r n e d o f f t h e f u r n a c e
a n d c e l l a r l i g h t s e a r l y in December c a u s i n g t o i l e t s a n d d r a i n s to f r e e z e . New ~
sump pump i s c o n n e c t e d t o l i n e t h a t c o n t r o l s EXIT l i g h t s . EXIT LIGHTS MUST
R E L E F TO NAT ALL TIMES. I t c o s t t h e S o c i e t y o v e r $200 l a s t w i n t e r t o repa i r
w a t e r damage t o f u r n a c e and h e a t e r . L e t s n o t l e t t h i s happen a g a i n ._&* ©&&&&* &
FROM THE " S TA R " : The e d i t o r o f t h e " S t a r " must have h a d a r o u g h week i n 1899
aS he s a i d , " T h e r e a s o n some peop le “ l o s e t h e i r minds" is because t h e y have
g i v e n a p i e c e o f t h e i r own s o o f t e n , t h e y h a v e none l e f t f o r t h e m s e l v e s " .

May 2 , 1952: " C l a y P a r s o n s , b o r n i n W i l s o n i n 1873, was the s o n o f S y l v e s ‑
t o r P a r s o n s . H i s mother Was L u t h e r W i l s o n ' s d a u g h t e r , Donna. Wr. P a r s o n s
founded t h e P a r s o n ' s D r u g . C o . , and f o r many y e a r s managed t h e once famous
M e r c h a n t G a r g l i n g C i l Co. H e was a l s o a t r u s t e e o f t h e Farmer 's and Mechan ‑
i c s S a v i n g s Bank a t L o c k p o r t .
_ M a r c h 2 7 , 1958: " S u r v e y i n g i n s t r u m e n t s u s e d b y M r . D o x and J e s s i e H a n e r
i n " L a y i n g o u t W i l s o n " , a r e i n t h e Niag.e C o . H i s t . S o c . museum. These men
a l s o s u r v e y e d s e c t i o n s o f t h e E r i e C a n a l , and two o f W i l s o n ' s s t r e e t s a r e
named a f t e r them."

And f o r t h o s e o f you who were s i c k o f w i n t e r b e f o r e i t o f fi c i a l l y a r r i v e d ,
we quo te a c l i p p i n g f rom H a z e l T h i l k ' s scrapbook dated Feb . 16, 1893. "The
b l i z z a r d o f l a s t Monday was t h e most severe t o v i s i t t h i s s e c t i o n i n yea rs .
N o r t h and s o u t h r o a d s r e q u i r e s h o v e l i n g t o make them passab le . The Wi lson
s tage was unable to make t h e t r i p to Bésb‘Wilson and I o c k p o r t Tuesday because
t h e r o a d s were b l o c k e d . " . ‑
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“THUMBNAIL SKETCH": Mar tha S tockwe l l F a r v e y was b o r n in ‘ i l s o n and is an
employee of L o c k p o r t F e l t D i v . of Carborundum. The Harveys have t h r e e c h i l ‑
d r e n , W i l l i a m , S tephen , and Susan ( G i l l i s ) , a l s o 5 g randch i l d ren , M ichae l ,
P e t e r , L i s a , Jason, and Ta r a . Mar tha graduated f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l in 1942,
a n d i s S e c . o f t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e B o a r d of . O l c o t t U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h .* 4+ + %+%£%F%F 8 HH &
MUSEUM EXHIB ITS: The m o n t h l y museum e x h i b i t s h a v e r e a l l y been g r e a t . i e hope
o u r v i s i t o r s ( a s w e l l as members) r e a l i z e t h a t t h e museum commit tee h a s b e e n
o p e r a t i n g . u n d e r d i f fi c u l t c o n d i t i o n s . R e m o d e l i n g causes d i s r u p t i o n s and
makes t h e i r j o b much t o u g h e r . Many t h a n k s to Peggy and h e r commit tee-a j o b
w e l l done. M r s . D o r o t h y T h i l k w i l l h a v e c h a r g e o f t h e J a n u a r y e x h i b i t wh ich
w i l l f e a t u r e "Woodenware". HOSTESSES; J a n 2 n d , M a r g a r e t and R o g e r Goodman;
J a n . 9 t h , L o i s and E u r t J e n n i n g s ; J a n . 16th , M a r g u e r i t e and J o e G e i s e r }
J a n . 2 3 r d , Leona and Howard H u n t e r , and J a n . 3 0 t h , Mar lene and To b D i n s e .
K a r l W r i g h t suggests t h a t when members ag ree to se rve t h e y s h o u l d a l s o assume
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f p r o v i d i n g a rep lacemen t f o r themselves i f t h e y c a n ' t .

* + * + + %* %%8© %#F %F

PLANNING BOARD: The P l a n n i n g B o a r d , c h a i r e d by Whi t Barnum, a g r e e d t h a t two
p r o j e c t s needed immediate a t t e n t i o n in December-- instal lat ion of s to rm w i n ‑
dows and symp pump h o l e i n c e l l a r . A r t S c h n o o r , H a r o l d A l b r i g h t , a n d D i c k
\ d a m s worked o n f r a m e s a t A r t ' s home w h i c h t h e y c o v e r e d w i t h c l e a r p l a s t i c .
These w e r e i n s t a l l e d o n t h e i n s i d e o f t h e museum windows , and n o t o n l y l o o k
g o o d , b u t s h o u l d p r o v e t o b e r e a l f u e l s a v e r s .

E l w i n U p t o n , D o u g S m i t h , a n d D o n C r o o p a t t e m p t e d t o b r e a k t h r o u g h t h e
basement cement w i t h 124 s l e d g e s and c h i z e l s , b u t t o n o a v a i l . [Eé H a s t i n g s ,
who was d o i n g work f o r E x l e y C h u r c h , came to t h e r e s c u e w i t h a jack-hammer
and b r o k e u p t h e g r a n i t e - l i k e fl o o r i n g . A r t , D o n , John , John “ y e r s , and E d
P e t e r s fi n i s h e d d i g g i n g o u t the h o l e t o a l l o w f o r a h e a v y 2 ' t i l e . V a t e r r a n
i n s o f a s t t h e sump pump h a d t o b e h e l d i n t h e h o l e i n o r d e r t o d i g o u t t h e
r o c k and c l a y . The t i l e was i n s t a l l e d w i t h f o u r bushe l o f g r a v e l p l a c e d
u n d e r and a round i t . M r . H a s t i n g s r e t u r n e d t o cement t h e t i l e i n p l a c e f o r
wh ich t h e S o c i e t y i s d e e p l y g r a t e f u l :

* 4+ F&F %F * * * * *
MEETINGS: J a n . i 2 t h , Trustees at museum, BPM. J a n . 1 7 t h , R e g u l a r M e e t i n g ,

7:30 P M a t museum. P r o g r a mw i l l f e a t u r e D r . Sam B r u n i o f L e w i s t o n who w i l l
t a l k a b o u t e a r l y American Indians in the Wi lson a r e a . Refreshment Committee
w i l l be E e l e n H o r t o n , C h r m . , Marion Grundhoefer, and Barbara Johnson . J a n e l 9 ,
S q u a r e Dance at museum. T r y i t - - y o u m i g h t l i k e i t ! ;* * * * = * * * * *



“A°N “190X101SNOliSndowa viINeww>

Z ° O N 9 "10K LL6L A a w n a q o g

JONPI ‘dOOUD ‘M GIVNOG

aaLLAIISMAN
ZZLVL AYOA MIN ‘NOSTIM

Q)230@ ]LIIO)SIEZ U O ) EDD

rMN
JOVISOd *S'/N

“Bid uyosduon

RESORT TOWN
W i l s o n ' s fame a s a " R e s o r t Town" d a t e s b a c k t o t h e l a t e 1800's, b u t now

t h e many h o t e l s t h a t once accomodated t h e t o u r i s t t r a d e have l o n g disappeared
f r o m t h e l o c a l scene. Today i t wou ld b e d i f fi c u l t t o v i sua l i ze a b e a u t i f u l
t h r e e s t o r y s t r u c t u r e d o m i n a t i n g t h e southwest c o r n e r o f L a k e and Young
s t ree ts , y e t one once d i d . I t was t h e Su the r land H o t e l , a n d one o f j j i l s o n ' sbest until i t burned down in 1903. I t was b u i l t by r s . Pau l (M i l d red )“iddleton's grandfather, Pen jam in Howe Suther land. It was fi r s t n a n e g e d by
P e t e r =. S e c o r é , who was succeeded by John Tenbrook on J u l y 1, 1897. The
h o t e l had h o t a n d e c l d r u n n i n g w a t e r i n e v e r y room a n d was steam heated.
There were l a r g e p l e a s a n t s l e e p i n g rooms, two n e a t l y f u r n i s h e d p a r l o r s , a
sentlemen's veadins room, b a r , a n d t a t h rooms. The d i n i n g room was t a s t e ‑
f u l l y decorated e n ? f a v o u s f o r i t s fi n e f o o d s . Cn J u l y 30 , 1896, I t . G o v.
Sax ton came to “ “ i l s o n by t r a i n and d ined a t t h e Su the r l and p r i o r t o speak ine
t o a l a r g e g a t h e r i n g a t t h e F a r m e r ' s P i c n i c . a n o t h e r famous h o t e l c n c e
o c c u p i e d t h e s i t e where tne Suther land was b u i l t . I t was t h e C n t a r i j i o i o t e l ,
e r e c t e d b y L u t h e r / i l s o n i n 1834. r . a , c , F r a d l e y was i t e fi r s t p r o p r i e ‑
t o r , and was b e i n g managed ty George Moule in 1894 when it burned d o w n ,

The American F o t e l was 4 b r i c k b u i l d i n g b u i l t on t h e s i t e where S t . P a u l ' s
E v a n g e l i c a l Tutheran Church now stands.. I t was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t t o serve a s
a h o s p i t a l f o r 2 TNoctor Yress . “ h e n i t foo was des t royed by fi r e in 1895, i t
was r e - b u i l t a s t h e Tower House. The T o w e r ,o r Towne H o t e l , hed a l l t h e
l a t e s t modern improvements a v a i l a b l e at the t i m e . I+ was c p e r a t e d by Aulden
J. Bowker, and was cpened to t h e p u b l i c June 6, 1896, He s p a r e d no expense
in furnishines which verevrocured f rom 4. KH. Reed F u r n i t u r e 2nd Uncer tak ing
P a r l o r . 4 fi r e a l s o l e v e l e d t h i s p o p u l a r h o t e l i n 1908,

The Vendome H o t e l was b u i l t on "Sunse t I s l a n d " in t h e earlv 1820's
" d a k e " M i l l e r , I t burned 2f e w y e a r s l a t e r a n d was r e - b u i l t a s t
M r . a l t e r s o p e r a t e d i t b u t i t was l a t e r s o l d t o ‘ J i l l i a m ur ieht i
M r . “ r i g h t named i t t h e P i t t s b u r g E o t e l a n d i t became one o f t h e n e s t
i n t h e a r e a , I t a l s o bu rned i n 1913 and n e v e r. was r e - b u i l t .

The E u n t i n g t o n Todze , l o c a t e d n e a r t h e southeast end o f " u n s e t I s l a n d " ,
was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t b y i t s owne r a s a p r i v a t e summer home. G u e s t s l i k e d i t
so w e l l t h e y k e p t returnine so it was t u r n e d i n t o a summer l o d g e . It was
named f o r H u n t i n g t o n Jeros.e Cuddeback, g r a n d s o n o f Jerome Coope r, s e n i c r
member o f t h e fi r m , Cuddebac : & C o o p e r. S i n c e i t was l o c a t e d in the h e a u t i ‑
f u l p i n e and o a k g r e v e s o n t h e i s l a n d , t h e owner e r e c t e d a c a n v a s s - c o v e r e d
open a i r d i n i n g r o o m w i t h s c r e e n e d in s i d e s to accomodate t h e o v e r fl o w of
g u e s t s . The Lodge became s o p o p u l a r a n o t h e r b u i l d i n g o v e r l o o v i n g t h e h a r b o r
j u s t wes t o f i t , was l eased s n d c a l l e d t h e H u n t i n g t o n l o d g e Annex. The f a c i l ‑
i t i e s were managed by Ya t e 2 . C . Cuddeback a n d f e a t u r e d h o t end c o l d r u n n i n g
w a t e r f o r b a t h s , larrse s l e e p i n g p o r c h e s , home c o c k i n g , t e n n i s ané c r o q u e t
g r o u n d s , a s w e l l a s r e n t a l t e n t s a n d o p e n fi r e p l a c e s . Mus ic a n d d a n c i n g were
p r o v i d e d d u r i n g t h e e v e n i n g h o u r s , a n d a s p e c i a l f o u n t a i n - a q u a r i u m i l l u m i n a t e d
w i t h c o l o r e d e l e c t r i c l i g h t s was a s p e c i a l a t t r a c t i o n . The o l d stone l o d g e
rema ins t o d a y a n d was a c q u i r e d b y M r . a n d M r s . Thomas G e s t w i c k who a r e i n t h e
p r o c e s s o f r e n o v a t i n g t h e h i s t o r i c o l d p l a c e .

Three o t h e r p o p u l a r es tab l i shments l o c a t e d n e a r t h e h a r b o r were t h e H a r r i s
b o a r d i n g c o t t a g e ( l a t e r known a s t h e Tu g w e l l c o t t a g e ) , wh i ch i n i t s d a y became
known a s " t h e p l a c e t o g c " f o r a summer v a c a t i o n . The C . E . Ackerman Kotel
was l o c a t e d n e a r t h e p i e r and f e a t u r e d a d i n i n g h a l l , l a r g e b a r n , a n d well
s u p p l i e d b a r . He. a l s o h a d a l a r g e number o f fi s h i n g b o a t s and t a c k l e a v a i l ‑
a b l e f o r t h e fi s h i n g e n t h u s i a s t s who f r e q u e n t e d t h e h a r b o r and l a k e . F r e d
Haner a l s o had a p l a c e n e a r b y w i t h b a r , b o a t s , fi s h i n g t a c k l e and b a i t a v a i l ‑
ab les I t was s a i d t h a t l r . Ackerman a n d M r . Hane r were v e r y accomoda t i ng and
h a d a h o s t o f f r i e n d s . ;

The Hub H o t e l o n Young S t r e e t , b u i l t b y t h e F e r r i n s , i s probably t h e last
o f t h e o l d b u i l d i n g s l e f t i n t h e v i l l a g e t o r e m o t e l y suggest v i l soén ' s e m i n e n t
p a s t a s a " R e s o r t Town" ¢‑

je)
e

t t s b u r y : .
p o p u l a r

% * * * * * * * *



DORA HATCH HONEYWELL was b o r n in W a r s a w, N . Y. where she a t t e n d e d t h e W a r ‑
saw H i g h S c h o o l and Miss B r o u g h t o n ' s B o a r d i n g S c h o o l f o r g i r l s . She came t o
Wilson w i t h h e r p a r e n t s , M r . and M r s . Ransom H a t c h , and f a m i l y . They r e s i d e d
i n a c o l o n i a l home o n Lake S t r e e t o n t h e l o t where t h e M i l b u r n and M a r i o n
Campbe l l home now s t a n d s . S h e h a d two s i s t e r s , M r s . M a r y H a t c h Plumb and
M r s . E t t a H a t c h Campbe l l , a l s o a b r o t h e r Chauncey R. H a t c h .

A t t h e age o f 22 she w o r k e d as an appren t i ce a t t h e Wi lson S t a r , and l a t e r
became editor o f t h e Yo u n g s t o w n Times w h i c h was a l s o pub l i shed b y t h e S t a r .
A t t h e t i m e o f h e r husband 's d e a t h ( C h a r l e s Honeywe l l , p u b l i s h e r o f t h e Wwil‑
s o n S t a r ) she became owner and p u b l i s h e r o f t h e paper u n t i l h e r d e a t h i n 1936.

I t was t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s of D o r a Hatch Honeywel l t h a t many h i s t o r i cfacts about t h e town o f W i l s o n were p rese rved . She s o l i c i t e d and p r i n t e d newsitems i n t h e S t a r f o r 4 5 y e a r s . I n t h e e a r l y y e a r s a l l t y p e was s e t b y hand
w i t h e a c h l e t t e r or c h a r a c t e r d r a w n f r o m i t s own compartment. A f t e r t h e t y p e
was s e t , p r o o f r e a d , and t h e paper p r i n t e d , each l e t t e r was r e t u r n e d t o i t s
p l a c e b y h a n d . T a t e r o n , a l i n o t y p e machine was i n s t a l l e d wh i ch made h e r
w o r k much e a s i e r a n d f a s t e r . She was a l w a y s a l e r t f o r news i t e m s o f i n t e r e s t
t o t h e peop le o f “ J i l s o n , and loca l m e r c h a n t s used t o remark t h a t t h e y c o u l d
s e t t h e i r c l o c k s by h e r p rompt appearance to and f r o m w o r k at 74m a n d 6PM.

The W i l s o n S t a r was founded by C h a r l e s Honeywel l in 1878 and n e v e r missed
a p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e many y e a r s i t e x i s t e d . When M r s . Eoneywe l l d i e d i n 1936
t h e p a p e r was p u b l i s h e d b y h e r nephew, M i l b u r n E . Campbe l l .

x % * * * * * * * *
C TANNENPAUM! Those who a t t e n d e d t h e C h r i s t m a s P a r t y a n d saw t h e b e a u t i f u l

d e c o r a t e d t r e e m i g h t b e i n t e r e s t e d i n k n o w i n g t h a t many o f t h e a t t r a c t i v e
a n t i q u e ornaments w e r e donated by o n e of o u r c h a r t e r members, M i s s F l o s s i e
L o r t z . Eand-made P i c e n t e n n i a l C h r i s t m a s t r e e ornaments d i s p l a y e d d u r i n g t h e
h o l i d a y s were made b y : E v a Z o r t m a n , L o i s Barnum, L e o n a E u n t e r , Joe H i g e i n s ,
G e o r g e , D o r o t h y , and M i l e s L i n n a b e r y , M a r y C l a r k , J a n e t t e S p o r l e d e r , D r . J o h n
A r g u e , D o r o t h y L o r t , F r a n c e s G o l d t h o r p , M a r i e t t a Goodman, D o r o t h y T h i l k , and
Peggy Ward. Non-members who e n t e r e d ornaments w e r e H a n y a K e l l e y , lMarya l i ce
Ward , F r a n c i n e “ l a t e r s , Z l e a n o r H a r r i n g t o n , a n d L e e Anne S a r k e e s . E r n e s t i n e
V la lpo le h a s p r i n t e d t h e names and d a t e ornaments w e r e donated on t a g s which
w i l l be a t t a c h e d to e a c h and preserved f o r f u t u r e u s e .

* * * * * * * % * od

NEW MEMBERS: The S o c i e t y w ishes to welcome M r . W i l l i am C t t of La H a b r a ,
C a l . , a l s o M r s . H a r r y ( F l o r e n c e Par t ing ton) P o r t e r o f New E r u n s w i c k , Ned.
M r s . P o r t e r is t h e d a u g h t e r o f a f o r m e r E x l e y Method is t p a s t o r, and h e r h u s ‑
band, r e t i r e d , was a f o r m e r President of Fredonia C o l l e g e .* * * * * * * * cd *

NEW PUBLICATION: The booklet,..%The Va l i a n t Men of F a t t e r yi " , is now
a v a i l a b l e f o r $ 1 . 7 5 a t t h e museum, b y m a i l o r d e r , o r a t N e t t i e St imson's
B a r n Shoppe . I t f e a t u r e s a r e - v i s e d c h a p t e r on "The S t o r y o f E i l l y Sherman" ,
a complete l i s t o f v o l u n t e e r s who served i n P a t t e r y M , a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e
cannon used by t h e B a t t e r y , and an account of t h e Dedicat ion Ceremonies when
t h e S o c i e t y p l a c e d i t s fi r s t h i s t o r i c a l m a r k e r i n town a t " T i l l y ' s " eravesite.
Many towns h a v e s p e c i a l a t t r a c t i o n s f o r v i s i t o r s . Eow many p l a c e s can y o u
name w i t h a monument e r e c t e d to t h e memory o f a Con fede ra te S i v i l var horse?* + * * * * * * * *

CLASS RECYCLING: Ye s , t h e S o c i e t y is s t i l l in need of y o u r o l d g l a s s , and
t h e p r o j e c t i s a " s m a s h i n g " success. P e r h a p s y o u h a v e n o t i c e d t h e new s i g n s
a t t h e J o n e s ' s home o n Lake S t r e e t . T h e y were made b y P a u l S t i m s o n and
e r e c t e d b y h i s f a t h e r , G l e n n S t i m s o n .* % * * % * + * * *

MEETINGS: T r u s t e e s w i l l meet “ e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g , F e b r u a r y 16 th , 3Plc-museum.
The R e g u l a r m e e t i n g w i l l b e F e b . 2 1 s t , 7330 P M a t museum. h r s . J o h n Push o f
L o c k p o r t w i l l show and t a l k a b o u t Frankoma C o l l e c t i b l e P l a t e s . Refreshment
h o s t e s s e s w i l l b e S u e S c h e a r e r , Sue G o o d n i g h t , and Ka the r i ne R u t t . A s q u a r e
dance w i l l b e h e l d J e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g , F e b r u a r y 2 3 r d , 8 P F a t museum.% * Se * * * * * * %

MUSEUM HOSTESSES f o r F e b r u a r y - S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2 t o 4-are a s f o l l o w s :
F e b . 6 t h , K a y and M a r t y H a r m l e s s : F e b . 1 3 t h , B e s s i e and F e n t o n C o l e ;
F e b . 2 0 t h , S h e r y l E rown a n d l ’ r s . H . M a r k s ; F e b . 2 7 t h , B e t t y & Gordon rausman.
The m o n t h l y e x h i b i t w i l l b e a Pook D i s p l a y u n d e r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f I r s .
D o r o t h y  L i n n a b e r y .

+ % * * * * * * * *
JOIN THE CLUB: ‘When y o u remember t h i n g s t h a t happened t h i r t y - fi v e y e a r s

a g o , b u t c a n ' t remember wha t y o u a t e f o r d i n n e r ; L i e a b o u t how o l d y o u a r e ;
“Would r a t h e r n o t v i s i t peop le i n h o s p i t a l s ; F o r g e t w h a t d a y i t i s ; I n s i s t
t h a t a l l p o l i t i c i a n s a r e c r o o k e d ; P re tend y o u can h e a r when y o u c a n ' t ; A r e
so c a r e f u l d r i v i n g an automobile y o u ' r e a menace on t h e h i g h w a y ; G e t mad if
y o u r f a m i l y s a y s , " Ta k e i t e a s y " , and madder y e t i f t h e y d o n ' t ; Spend h o u r s
depressed w o n d e r i n g where $t a l l w i l l e n d ; Th ink of t h e b a d t h i n g s t h a t
m i g h t h a p p e n to y o u r c h i l d r e n o r g randch i l d ren ; o r g e t upset when you g e t
a b u s y s i g n a l on t h e te l ephone - - - t hen j o i n t h e c l u b , y o u ' r e g e t t i n g o l d .* * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: Whatever makes men good C h r i s t i a n s makes them good c i t i z e n s .
( D a n i e l Webster)

& 2 * Sy * * ey * * *
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THE WILSON YACHT CLUB
The fi r s t r e g u l a r mee t i ng o f t h e W i l s o n Ya c h t C l u b was h e l d s u n d a y, Auge ,

7, 1938. M r . Waldren Hayes was t h e fi r s t Commodore, and some of t h e o t h e r
members were Howard Murphy, E r n e s t Bambach, James H i n c h c l i f f e , J a c k RBaldau,William C r a n d a l l , C l i f f o r d B e e r s , R o b e r t Cone, C h a r l e s Hawkes, and W i l l i a m
S t e i n . O n Augus t 21, 1938 t h e C l u b was g r a n t e d a C h a r t e r b y t h e S t a t e o f
New Yo r k , and a d e c i s i o n h a d t o b e made f o r t h e c l u b ' s l o c a t i o n . Two s i t e s
were c o n s i d e r e d , ( 1 ) "Dog I s l a n d " ( t h e p r e s e n t s i t e ) , and ( 2 ) t h e p o r t i o n o f
t h e e a s t e n d o f " W i n t e r g r e e n I s l a n d " owned b y t h e T u g w e l l s . "Dog I s l a n d " o r
“Treasure I s l a n d " , as i t was t h e n known, was s e l e c t e d . I t was p u r c h a s e d f r o m
M r s . Fanny I . S o r n b e r g e r a n d payments o f $50 a y e a r w e r e made t o h e r .

; O n Janua ry 1 3 , 1939 a d e c i s i o n was made t o make a n a d d i t i o n t o t h e o r i ‑
g i n a l b u i l d i n g a n d $ 3 0 0 was a p p r o p r i a t e d . O r i g i n a l l y mo to r b o a t s were
a l l owed b u t now t h e c l u b i s l i m i t e d t o s a i l b o a t s . Annua l R e g a t t a s w i t h t h e
O l c o t t Yacht C lub began in A u g u s t , 1940. A l s o in 1940, d redg ing o f t h e h a r b o r
was discussed; and t a l k s h e l d w i t h A r t h u r Ness a b o u t b u i l d i n g a b r i d g e to t h eisland. Upto t h e p r e s e n t d a y, c l u b members have been a c t i v e in h a r b o r
improvements , p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e i s l a n d , and b e a u t i fi c a t i o n o f i t . (Research
o n t h e Wilson Yach t C l u b was done b y Miss F l o s s i e L o r t z . )ee a a a ee

LOCKING BAGK: ‘ 4 r e c e n t e d i t i o no f t h e N iage F a l l s H i s t . S o c . N e w s l e t t e r ,
" O u t of t h e V i s t " , b r o u g h t back Someboyhood memories. S t o r e ads were f e a t u r e d
t h a t had been r u n i n a 1901 e d i t i o n o f t h e N iaga ra F a l l s G a z e t t e - - p l a c e s t h a t
some o f o u r o l d e r members may w e l l remember such a s " A m b e r g ' s " , " C o l e and
Merriam, D r u g g i s t s " , "George S . Cowper " , "The H u b " , and the "Myers C a r r i a g e
and Wagon Shop" . The ad that caugh t o u r eye was f o r t h e "Croop B r o s . " fi r m
w h i c h s t a t e d t h a t b o t h s t o r e s w o u l d b e o p e n e v e n i n g s f r o m December 1 0 t h u n t i l
Christmas " ‘ V i t h so many t o y s to p l e a s e t h e c h i l d r e n it w o u l d be f o l l y to t r y
and d e s c r i b e them t o y o u . "

I r e c a l l v i s i t i n g t h e D e n n i s C r o o p home a t 402 Memor ia l Parkway, and remem‑
b e r t h e b e a u t i f u l u n o b s t r u c t e d v iew o f t h e N i a g a r a R i v e r ; a l s o t h e f u n o f
t o u r i n g t h e (once famous) S h r e d d e d Wheat F a c t o r y . The t o u r ended w i t h v i s i t o r s
s a m p l i n g s m a l l p a c k s o f s h r e d d e d w h e a t s e r v e d w i t h cream a n d s u g a r i n t h e
p l a n t r e s t a u r a n t . And who, h a v i n g h e a r d them, c o u l d e v e r f o r g e t t h e e x c e l l e n t
Shredded Wheat Band?

Denn is and L e s t e r w e r e b o r n i n C l a r e n c e a n d Dennis went t o N i a g a r a F a l l s
c i r c a 1880. H e e s t a b l i s h e d two g e n e r a l s t o r e s , one a t 113 F a l l s S t . , and t h e
o t h e r a t 2112 M a i n S t r e e t . The b r o t h e r s a l s o c o n d u c t e d a l a r g e who lesa le
warehouse in New Yo r k . B o t h were a c t i v e in Masons , and Dennis was a member of
t h e 5 0 y e a r C l u b o f N i a g a r a F a l l s L o d g e 81 , I . 0 . 0 . F , and N i a g a r a F a l l s Exempt
F i reman ' s A s s o c i a t i o n . H e d i e d F e b r u a r y 1 , 1947.

% % * * * * * * % *

WELCOME: O u r S o c i e t y i s n o t o n l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l , b u t now w e can b o a s t two
new members f r o m t h e p a r a d i s e o f t h e P a c i fi c , H a w a i i . W e welcome M r . and
M r s . H e r b e r t F i t c h o f P a i a , M a u i , H a w a i i .* % * * * * * * * *

MARCH MEETINGS: M a r c h 16th, B o a r d of T r u s t e e s , 8 PM at museum; March 2 1 s t ,
R e g u l a r m e e t i n g , 7:30 P M a t museum. P r o g r a m w i l l f e a t u r e Miss Theresa Lasher
of N i a g a r a F a l l s L i b r a r y , who w i l l p resen t a s l i d e program ident i fy ing a r c h i ‑
t e c t u r a l d e s i g n o f p e r i o d homes in N i a g a r a C o u n t y . Re f reshments w i l l be served
b y G e r t r u d e S c h n o o r , Jane S i n c l a i r , a n d M a r i e L u f f . . ;

The m o n t h l y e x h i b i t w i l l b e a n o l d book d i s p l a y w i t h Dorothy L i n n a b e r y i n
c h a r g e . Sunday a f t e r n o o n , March 2 7 t h , M r . Tom F a r e o f t h e W i l s o n f a c u l t y ,
w i l l g i v e a demonst ra t ion on b o o k b i n d i n g a n d r e p a i r . HOSTESSES March 6 t h ,
Ba rba ra and Adorno J o h n s o n ; March 1 3 t h , S h i r l e y and D a v i d S m i t h ; March 2 0 t h ,
Sue and Amy S c h e a r e r ; March 2 7 t h , J a n e t S p o r l e d e r and He len H o r t o n .* * * * * * * * * *

FAIR CHAIRMEN: P lease t r y to a t tend t h e 10 AM plann ing sess ion Tu e s d a y,
A p r i l 1 2 t h , a t E l e a n o r M y e r ' s home, c o r n e r o f Lake and Wood.



MUSEUM: Due t o t h e severe b l i z z a r d , Doc to r Argue d i rec ted t h a t (except’
f o r t h e r e g u l a r meeting) t h e museum s h o u l d be c losed d u r i n g t h e month of
February to conserve g a s . I t w i l l , however, be open d u r i n g March b u t t h e
thermostat w i l l be s e t at 60 d e g r e e s . It is s u g g e s t e d t h a t a l l Sunday H o s t ‑
esses a n d o the rs u s i n g t h e museum be aware o f t h i s a n d dress acco rd i ng l y.
The trustees have author ized A r t Schnoor to p u r c h a s e a u s e d Andes c o a l c i r ‑
c u l a t o r wh ich i s be l ieved l a r g e enough t o h e a t t h e e n t i r e b u i l d i n g . T h i s w i l l
meet F u e l Gas r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r a n a u x i l i a r y h e a t i n g sys tem making t h e Soc ie t yless dependent on g a s . * * * * % * * * * *

FAIR UNDERWAY: A p l a n n i n g sess ion was h e l d at t h e home of Eleanor Myers,
Chairlady f o r t h e 1977 Memorial Day F a i r , w i t h a very g o o d response. Expec ‑
t a t i ons a re to make t h i s y e a r ' s F a i r b i g g e r and b e t t e r t h a n ever. P a s t f a i r s
have been s u c c e s s f u l in s p i t e of inclement weather-~-hopefully, t h e sun w i l l
once a g a i n s h i n e in Wi lson on Memoria l D a y.

B e t t y Stimson and L o i s Barnum emphasize t h e r e c a n ' t be t o o many donations
of home-baked p i e s , sa l ads , baked g o o d s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y r o l l s , They a r e also
l o o k i n g f o r a n o t h e r g o o d u s e d r e f r i g e r a t o r f o r u s e i n t h e f o o d d is t r ibu t ion
area. L o i s Jenn ings , Cha i r l ady f o r t h e S o c i e t y ' s " F l e a Marke t " , wou ld l i k e
everyone t o s t a r t g a t h e r i n g " fl e a s " now. They may b e l e f t any Sunday a f t e r ‑
noon f rom 2 to 4 a n d p u t beh ind t h e p i a n o in t h e Pat te rson Room,* & * + % * * + * *

HISTORIC CAR: D r . John F, A r g u e r e c e n t l y donated a v e r y g e n e r o u s g i f t to
t h e S o c i e t y mak ing it p o s s i b l e to p u r c h a s e a r a r e 1904 Cover t Automobile
f rom t h e F o r d Museum i n M i c h i g a n . The c a r i s i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n a n d one
o f t h e fi r s t b u i l t b y t h e C o v e r t Tc . a t L o c k p o r t , N . Y. The d o c t o r hopes t h a t
t h i s c a r w i l l b e t h e s t a r t o f a n a n t i q u e c a r museum i n t h e town o f Wi lson,
and h a s g i v e n a n a d d i t i o n a l $500 t o s t a r t a f u n d t o t r y and r a i s e enough
money t o b u i l d some type o f s u i t a b l e s t e e l b u i l d i n g t o house t h e Cover t a n d
o t h e r p o s s i b l e l a t e r a c q u i s i t i o n s . The t rus tees have a p p r o v e d t h e i d e a a n d
a n d d i r e c t e d t h e P l a n n i n g Board , c h a i r e d b y “ h i t n e y Barnum, t o p r o v i d e a n
es t ima te o f t h e s i z e a n d c o s t o f an i n i t i a l b u i l d i n g s u i t a b l e to house t h e
autos. D r . Argue 's p r o p o s a l c o u l d w e l l b e t h e s t a r t o f a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d
p u b l i c a t t r a c t i o n f o r Wilson. H o p e f u l l y, n o t o n l y t h e s o c i e t y, b u t o t h e r
community-minded o r g a n i z a t i o n s in town w i l l g e t behind t h i s w o r t h y v e n t u r e ,

# % % * * % % * a *
FAMILY RECORD SHEETS: I f y o u have n e g l e c t e d t o fi l l o u t a " f a m i l y r e c o r d "

sheet , i t i s hoped y o u ' l l do so snon.. Newe sheets have been made up and a r e
‐ - ‐ a v a i l a b l e i f y o u n e e d one. P r e s . A r g u e h a s appoin ted a committee, t empora r i l y

cha i red b y Doro thy T h i l k , t o t r y and i n t e r d s t ’ s tudents and a l l a r e a ’ r es iden ts
i n l e a r n i n g more about t h e i r f a m i l y o r i g i n . A fi l e w i l l b e kep t i n t h e
museum of as many genea log ies as i t i s possib le to c o l l e c t . Jean Argue , N e t t i e
Stimson, D o r o t h y L o r t , and Don Croop w i l l a s s i s t D o r o t h y to g e t t h e p r o j e c t
underway. I f y o u would be in te res ted in s e r v i n g on t h i s type o f committee,
p l e a s e t e l l M r s . T h i l k . Invo lwment by more p e o p l e in a l l types of s o c i e t y
a c t i v i t y i s d e s i r a b l e , b u t o n l y y o u c a n t e l l u s where y o u r i n t e r e s t s l i e .* * # * * % * + * %

ACQUISITIONS: The t rus tees r e c e n t l y a u t h o r i z e d t h e f o r m a t i o n of an a c q u i ‑
s i t i o n s commit tee to a c c e p t d o n a t i o n s to t h e museum. The Committee is composed
of t h e Museum Chairman, Pegey Wa r d ; L i b r a r y Chairman, Nancy K e n t ( i n absence |
o f M i l l i e M i d d l e t o n ) ; and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e Board o f Trus tees, Joe Higgins.
A l l : persons a r e a s k e d to c l e a r dona t i ons t h r o u g h one o f t h e a f o r e mentione
p e r s o n s . A f t e r g i f t s a r e a c c e p t e d , a r e f e r r a l s l i p w i l l b e s i g n e d and g i v e n
to dono r. The L i b r a r y Committee w i l l t h e n e n t e r a r e c o r d of t h e g i f t in their
fi l e s . The d i s p l a y o r s t o r a g e - o f a l l museum a c q u i s i t i o n s a r e t h e r e s p o n s i ‑
b i l i t y o f t h e museum commit tee.

* % * * 4% * * * * 4
MEMORIALS: Twelve p e r s o n s h a v e become p a i d L i f e Members of the Wilson His‑

t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . Each c o n t r i b u t e d $100 w h i c h h a s b e e n placed i n a special h i g h
i n t e r e s t account f r o m which o n l y t h e i n t e r e s t may be withdrawn. What a fi n e
way f o r members t o make a “ l i v i n g m e m o r i a l " t o t h e S o c i e t y i n this trust fund.
Ye a r a f t e r y e a r , l o n g a f t e r t h e y w i l l h a v e d e p a r t e d f r o m t h i s l i f e , t h e i r $100
investment w i l l c o n t i n u e to p r o v i d e f u n d s to h e l p ope ra te t h e Society. Perhaps
a wooden p l a c q u e m i g h t b e made u p someday o n w h i c h t h e names o f p a i d l i f e
members c o u l d bea t t a c h e d w i t h name of d o n o r a n d d a t e inscr ibedons m a l l b r a s s
p l a t e s . F u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s m i g h t t h e n see a t a g l a n c e (or even join) t h o s e ,
who, b y t h e i r g e n e r o s i t y h e l p i n s u r e t h e f u t u r e o f t h e Society i n Wi l son . ~

O t h e r Memorials a r e now b e i n g e n t e r e d in t h e b e a u t i f u l Memorial Book w h i c h
was dona ted by t h e R icha rd Adam's f a m i l y in l o v i n g memory o f his w i f e , E l l e n .
M r s . E r n e s t i n e Walpo le g r a c i o u s l y consented t e enter memorials i n t h e book .* % * * .

UILTERS ALERT! Ano the r q u i l t w i l l b e s t i t c h e d t h i s year w i t h work s t a r t i n g
around t h e midd le o f March. Anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n h e l p i n g p lease c a l l Betty
St imson o r F l o r e n c e S c h u l t z f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . The c o v e r l e t t o b e used i s v e r y
b e a u t i f u l , a n d , b a s i n g a n o p i n i o n o n q u i l t s p r e v i o u s l ymade, t h e fi n i s h e d |
p r o d u c t w i l l b e o f e x c e l l e n t q u a l i t y . I t w i l l b e r a f fl e d o f f a t the Memorial
D a y F a i r i n M a y , and N e t t i e S t i m s o n , C h a i r l a d y o f the Ways and Means Comm.,
i s i o f t i c k e t s a l e s a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n .+S in chars : * % + * * * * * % *

me, a ‐ ‑
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TH3 EMINENT SINGER FAMILY: Thomas M, Singer was born in Canada, and mar­
ried Amy A. Staats of Wilson. Thomas enlisted for service in the Civil War
October IS, 1861 at Lockport, N.Y. He served in Battery M, 1st N.Y. Light Ar­
tillery until Cctober 23, 1862 when he received an honorable discharge for
physical.disability. (Hrs. Grace Singer has his official discharge papers.)
Thomas died Fay b, 1915 at age 76, and his wife Amy died June 27, 1916.

Rola.nd R. Singer, son of Thomas and Amy Singer, was born on his parent’s
farm, on Chestnut Road, South Wilson, June 26, 1867. He received his education
at the old Collegiate Institute and lockport High School. He taught school
for sometime and later contributed substantially to the commercial expansion
of 'ilson Village. In 190^ he engaged in the produce business and in 1912
organized the ’'ilson Cold Storage which he managed to the time of his death.
He also organized the Central Killing Co., and Wilson Lumber Co. In addition,
he owned 600 acres of the choicest fruitland in northern Niagara County.

Nr. Singer was elected Supervisor of the town of Wilson in 1913 and served
four two-year terms. He had the unusual distinction of being elected chairman
of the Niagara County Board of Supervisors in which capacity he served six
consecutive terms. He was a member of Exley Methodist-Episcopal Church and
served as a trustee for ten years. He was also a member of the Wilson I.C.O.F,
Wilsonian Club, and ■’’ilson’s Wen Club.

He married Hiss Emma A. Push Cctober 12, 1892, and they had three children,
Delbert, Harold m., and Helen. Roland R. Singer died September 10, 1922, and
Rev. William Partington offici-ated.'

Harold T. Singer, son of Roland Singer was born June 10, 1896 at Wilson.
During World War I he enlisted in the U. S. Naval Aviation Service, and was
honorably discharged December 8, 1918, He spent most of his years in Wilson
as a successful fruit grower. He married Grace Kenyon, a language teacher at
Wilson High Hv.iool, September 22, 1930. Grace was born at Lisbon, N.Y., and
graduated from St. T. awrence University. She spent most of her twenty-five
years in the teaching profession at Wilson where she is still a well-known
figure in the community. She is a member of St. John’s Episcopal Church, The
Retired Teacher's Assoc., Delphic Circle, and Wilson Historical Society. Her
late husband, Harold T. Singer died August 23, 1975•

Thomas K. Singer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold T. Singer, seems to have in­
herited the management abilities of his father and grandfather. He was recent­
ly elected a Corporate Vice-President of the Kaiser Aluminum and Chemical Corp.
of Oakland, ’California, He has been with Kaiser for over 22 years and is also
manager of the compa.ny's Washington operations. He resides in Bethseda, Md.
with his wife, Jacqueline (Moulin) whom he met in Casablanca. They have five
children and the eldest is Marc, a freshman at Hamilton College, Flint, N.Y.
Vivianne attends the girls school at Tudor Hall, Banbury, Oxfordshire, England,
and there are three girls at home, Claire 15; Michelle 12; and Gail 10.

Note: The late Delbert Singer lived in Wilson most of his life. He served
in the U.S. Army Air Corps during World War I and later operated a large farm
east of Clcott. His wife, Beatrice Brown, came from Ohio and she is now living
in Houston Texas where her daughter Virgil Singer Scott resides. Helen Singer,
(Mrs. Dunning Idle) makes her home in Gaithersburg, ND. We are indebted to
Mrs. Idle for much of the information which we have compiled on the Singers.

* * ****** * *
APRIL MEETINGS: All Fair Chairmen at home of Eleanor Myers, 10 AM, April 10-

Trustees at museum, 8 PM, April 13th; Regular meeting at museum, 7*30 PM,
April 18th. Program will be "An Evening with Mabel Wilson. Hostesses will be
Gwen Heidenfeldt, Nancy Kent, and Shirley Smith.

Monthly Exhibit will be "Hats from the Past" under the supervision of
Eleanor Myers. Hostesses April 3rd, Dianne and Lloyd Albright; April 10-open;
April 17th, Gerry and Earl Swann; April 2ilth, Dorothy and George Linnabery.

**********
BCN MCT: If you don't learn to laugh at trouble, you won't have anything to

laugh at when you’re old. (Ed Howe)



MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS: Annual dues expire April 30, 1977. A renewal form
is enclosed for your convenience. Please complete and return to Mildred
Croop, Treasurer. Some historical societies have found it necessary to raise
dues this year. Thanks to the prudent use of our funds by the officers and
trustees, along with voluntary help from many of our members, it is possible
for our Society to keep renewal rates at the same low figure when vie started

*■»♦*****•»* "
QUILT STARTED: Work has begun on a new quilt which will be awarded to

some lucky person at our spring "Cid Fashioned Fair". It is being worked on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the museum from 9 AM to 3 PM—also Sunday afternoons.
Mrs. Schultz, an exceptionally fine quilter, is in charge of the project and
will be present every day. She says that good quilters are welcome anytime
and may set their own hours. Last year's beautiful Bicentennial Quilt was
sewn at her home because of the illness of her late husband, Clarence, and
most of that quilt was done by her and Mrs. Beryl Tovell. Incidentally,
you probably won't wish to miss out on a chance to acquire th e 1977 quilt,
so see Nettie Stimson for donation tickets. Try to interest all your friends-
the quilt award has been one of the Fair's most popular projects.

**********
"CT.D FASHICNED FAIR": Fair Chairmen will need your help and co-operation.

They are listed here in case you'd like to volunteer in specific areas::
Gen. Chrm., Eleanor Myers; Dealers, Anna Mae Nevins and Verna Caufield;
Food tent, Betty Stimson and Lois Barnum; Hot Dogs, Arthur Schnoor; Coffee
and Donuts, Dora Wakeman; Candy, Bessie Cole; Cheese, Sara Berry; Lemonade
and Popcorn, Sue Schultz; Flea Market, Lois Jennings; Fish Pond, Dianne
Albright; Souvenirs and quilt, Nettie Stimson; Balloons, Ed Peters; Movies,
Douglas Smith; Art Display, Dorothy Thilk; Membership, Chris Kellman; Museum
Display, Peggy Ward; Antique Cars, Dr. Argue; Publicity, Norman MacAskill
and Dorothy linnabery; Advertising, Millie Creep; Plants, Flossie Lortz;
"Set-up", Tynn Sherrie; Cleanup, Everybody.

««»-»-»#«««»
SPRING CI FAKING: Things have begun to hum again this spring under the

direction of the Planning Board and supervision of Art Schnoor. -A partition
was removed in basement; coal bin built; paint, electrical supplies, and ca­
boose materials put in cellar; cabinets, files, tables placed in Patterson
Room and library; Fair supplies stored in basement cabinets; Drain cover put
in basement floor and covers over crawl space openings; lumber sorted out and
work begun to cover walls of Patterson Room with barn boards; kitchenette
started and area cleared; "asonite backing „put an display cabinet, hinges on
cupboards; Podium built for Patterson Room; 7'arble counter tops donated by
Mildred Middleton from old drug store acquired and brought to museum; Space
heater purchased from ”r. Hausman hooked up--and we hope everyone will be
patient while things are being done. Members who "pitched in" to help out
were, Dick Adams, ''hit Barnum, Fenton Cole, Millie and Don Croop, Eloise and
Edgar Culverwell, Helen and Ralph Dinse, Dan and Kent Douglas, Joe Geiser,
John Goodrich, Howard Hunter, Lois and Burt Jennings, Eleanor and John Myers,
Ed Jeters, Dick "chultz, Tom Sharpe, Dorothy and .Norman Thilk. Bob Thomas,
and John "eiler , Ed Lort and Art Zortman. Thank You, one and all.

* » # « « « * * * -it
THUMP;-'.IL SKETCH: Marion Stockwell Winger was born in Wilson, and is Pay­

roll Supervisor at Great Lakes Carbon Corp. She graduated from Newfane High,
Niagara Co. Community College, and University of Buffalo. She is a member of
Cur Tady of the Rosary Roman Catholic Church, Smithsonian Institution, Common
Cause, and Company Rep. for United Giver's Fund. The Wingers have two chil­
dren, Michael and Patricia, Her mother was Rosella Champion. Her Stockwell
ancestors came to America in 1630 and the John Stockwell home still stands in
Suffield, Ct. We recently received a letter from Marion that should be of
special interest to some of our Society members. We quote:

"I was in Gettysburg, Pa., recently, and happened on a display in a cabinet
at the Park Visitor Center. In a case were two instruments: A German Silver
Fife and a small Clarinet. Under the instruments were this statement:

These instruments were used by Enoch Pettit of Wilson, Niagara Co., N.Y..,
in the Civil Mar from 11/22/62 to the end of the war. He enlisted in Co. F,
151st Regiment of Volunteers. Mustered into Union Military Service on
11/22/62? as a musician. Since he was a Quaker, it meant that he also helped
with the wounded and sick. During his service, he marched with Sherman to the
Sea. These instruments were donated by his grandson, the Rev, V/infred Pettit
Moody, who as a boy, was taught to play them by his grandfather Enoch. The
Reverend was pastor of Stone Street Presbyterian Church of Watertown prior
to World War I."

«•**#*****■«■
YOUNG VISITORS: Two Boy Scouts, Troop #827 of Ransomville, recently hiked

to the Wilson Museum on a Sunday afternoon. "Chuck"Chesnut and Jeff Wiepert
thought it would be fun to visit and at the same time get credit for their
hiking badges. While following the old R.W. & 0. tracks, they found some
"tie date nails" which they donated to the hostess for our collection.

-»»«««*****
COULD BE! The modern woman wears just as many clothes as her grandmother

did—but not all at once. (Modern Maturity)
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PEOPLE OF THE LONG HOUSE
In the October 197^ "Newsletter" we featured an item about an old map

titled, HO-DE-NO-SAU-NEE-GA, or People of the Long House. It was originally
drawn by Lewis Morgan and Ely S. Parker, Seneca Indian Sachem, in 1851 from
old French maps dating back to 1720 or earlier. The map was redrawn in 1962
by Mr. Eber L. Russell, former Historian of Perrysburg, N.Y., who added over
150 translations based on 5° years of research as a Seneca Indian scholar.
Included are ancient Indian trails, lakes, villages, springs and other places
with their aboriginal names.

Mr. Russell was once awarded the Peter Doctor Citation for distinguished
service as a "true advocate of Indian legend, Tradition, and History.” School
libraries and colleges in Western New York have been recipients of over 20
reels of his recordings on local Indian History. It took Mr. Russell six
weeks to reproduce (in color) each master map by hand. Of the few copies made,
one was purchased by the Buffalo Museum of Science, another by St. Bonaventure
University, and one is on exhibit at the Holland land Co. Museum at Batavia.

The WHson Historical Society is the recipient of one of these rare maps
through the generosity of Mrs. Fenton (Bessie) Cole, daughter of Eber Russell,
Unfortunately, the map was displayed in the sunniest room of the museum where
it faded to the point where it was'becoming difficult to read. Since it took
Mr. Russell six weeks to draw the map and his many years of research might

1 soon disappear, we felt an effort should be made to preserve it. We obtained
I permission from Bessie Cole to re-trace the 3x3a foot map, and the project

was completed over a three week period entailing some 23 hours—much of it by
! use of a magnifying glass. We can really appreciate the work which was

•i originally done by Mr. Russell, and would now respectfully suggest that our
museum committee keep the map in the Patterson Room where bright sunlight will
no longer be a problem.

The Mythology of the early Indian tribes is most colorfully described on
the’ unusual map. For instance, one may learn that the "Stone Giants", or
(Ken-Non-Squah) were greatly feared by the Indians because they were evil,
and lived in stony places where they often came out to devour people. In
contrast were the "Little People", or (Jun-Jyio) who were fairies about 10"
high. There were three tribes of these "Little People" and they were always
good and helpful. One tribe made the plants and trees grow, colored the berries
and leaves, and put them to bed in the fall. Then there were the Medicine
Men who cared for the sick and injured animals. The last and most numerous
were the "Stone Throwers" who left boulders in the fields and made rock cities.

The Viking ship shown on Lake Ontario indicates the Indian awareness that
Norsemen traveled through N.E. America before the time of Columbus:—a legend
which has lately been authenticated. The great homed serpent in the lake was
probably inspired by the great whales who were once able to enter Ontario via
the St. Lawrence River. The map also reveals that a party of Indians were
once returning from Ohio (0-Hee-You), when they caught a great fish they had
to lift into their canoe. It was still alive when they reached Lake Erie, and
according to legend, accounts for the huge muscalonge now found in the lake.

The aboriginal name for Tonawanda Creek was (Ta-Na-Wun-Da). It was said
that the Tonawanda-Senecas were tricked out of their land—some 70,000 acres—
by fraud. They sold it for 200 an acre and were obliged to buy back a small /
portion at $20 an acre. We also may learn from the map that our close friends,
the Tuscaroras, were once called (Dus-Ga-0-Weh-0-No-Ga), or cloth shirt wear­
ing people. They moved originally from the Carolinas, and prior to coming to

i Lewiston, lived along the Delaware River in S.E. New York State. The Mohawks
were known as "Possessors of the Flint" and used the flint mine near the Hud­
son River called- (Ah-Gook-Aki), an Algonkin flint mine for hundreds of years.

********** \
INDIAN PRAYER 1 "GREAT SPIRIT— Grant that I may not criticize my-.neighbor

•until I have walked for a moon in his moccasins. \
********** \



IN MEMORIAM: The Society extends its deepest sympathy to the family of
Mrs. Paul (Mildred) Middleton who passed away recently after a lingering ill­
ness. Mildred Diez Middleton graduated from Wilson High School, Deaconess
School of Nursing, and retired as Supervising Nurse at Niagara Falls Memorial
Medical Center. She belonged to Exley United Methodist Church, Daughters of
the American Revolution, Canbria, and Niag. Co. Historical Societies. Mildred
was not only a charter member of the Wilson Historical Society, but also one
of the ten founders who met to plan its organization,April 18, 1972, at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Thilk. She was appointed Library Chairman, June
28, 1972, and served in that capacity until her demise. Her active committee
spent uncounted hours compiling valuable records for the museum library. Her
energy and vitality were an inspiration to all who knew and worked with her.

The Memorial Committee, with approval of the Board of Trustees, has decided
to place a plaque over the door to the room she loved best which will hence­
forth be known as the "Mildred Middleton Library”.

*■»•»**■»****
ANCESTRY: The Genealogical Comm, is enclosing forms with this newsletter

so that members or any one else in terested may have a record of their ances­
try on file in the museum library. These could be very valuable someday to
a descendent trying to trace his or her ancestry. Please give completed forms
(or mail) to Dorothy Thilk. Extra sheets will be available upon request.

*•»*******•»
BARN BOARDS: Efforts to get barn boards to finish the Patterson Room were

successful even though they are becoming a scarce commodity. We thought.you
might like to know that "yankee Ingenuity" has devised a way to make one's
own barn boards. First get boards from top of piles in lumber yards. Next
paint them with "cheap beer", and while still wet, slap on rottenstone (about
90£ a pound). When dry, wipe off excess. Now if your spouse doesn’t approve
having you paint beer on wood, there is a last resort. You can purchase 3/4
inch random width planks 8' tall in bundles that will cover 28 sq. ft. from
the Vermont Barnboard Co.-for about $30 a bundle. By our calculations, this
might make the Patterson Room one of the most valuable in the town of Wilson.

QUILT DONE: The Society's beautiful "Calico Rose" quilt was finished in a
resard 21 days totaling about 225 hours of fine sewing. Florence Schultz? Betty
Stimson, and Beryl Tovell, who initiated the project, were capably assisted
by Joe Higgins, Anna Mae Nevins, Verna Caufield, Dorothy Lort, Faye Pisello,
Janet Sporleder, and Millie Croop. (Note: We stopped at Fort Boonsborough.Ky.,
recently, where expert quilters were- demonstrating their skill. We left that
historic schrine feeling that our Wilson Society quilters don't have to take
a back seat for anyone.)

****■•» *•*■»**
MAY MEETINGS: Trustees, May 11th, 8PM at museum: Regular Meeting, May 16th

7:30 PM at museum. Theresa Lascher, of the Niagara Falls Library, will show
slides and discuss period architecture of area homes: Fair Committee, May 17th
10:00 AM at museum: "Old Fashioned Fair", Memorial Day, May 30th.

The museum committee:is selecting monthly themes for future exhibits: A
chart has been posted on bulletin board so members can sign names and phone
numbers in areas where they can help or provide exhibits. MAY is "Wool Proces­
sing" with Eleanor Dou glas; JUNE is "Candles" with Marty Harmless; JULY will
be "Basketry" with Diane Albright; AUGUST is "Furniture Refinishing"; SEPTEMBER
is "Getting the Most out of Antiques" with Nettie Stimson and Audrey Orr;
OCTOBER is "Harvest Time"; and DECEMBER will be "Toys and Dolls", Peggy Ward.

Sunday afternoon hostesses for May 1st are Flossie Lortz and Cynthia Wil­
son; May 8th, Kay and Arthur Ness; May 15th, Kris Kellman; May 22nd, Zilpha
and Archie Petty, and May 29th, Millie and Don Croop. (Note: We wish to again
clarify a previous announcement that all persons who accept dates to serve as
hostesses are themselves responsible to get replacements if they can't serve.)

**«■•»**#
MUSEUM PROGRESS: You have to see it to believe it, and we won't repeat

names of those who return day after day, but in order to update our volunteer
workers we must include, Archie Petty, Walter Hutchison, Rodney Toenniessen,
Berne Kent, Elwin Upton, Joe Higgins, Charles McManus, Larry Halstead,
Norman MacAskill, and Fred Berry.

****«•■»****
FAIR: Bessie Cole has asked for cash donations or candy. Those delicious

home-made candies are a real winner. With an early spring, prospects for a
beautiful Memorial day grow brighter—if it is, we'll need all the salads,etc.
we can get. Plans are being made to interest 4h and Girl Scout troops of Wil­
son as well as WCS students from 9 to 19 yrs. to enter pie baking contest?
Every girl to enter a pie will receive a one year free membership in the Wilson
Society, and a special award will be given for the best pie in the 9-14 group,
and also one in the 15 through 19 group. Watch local papers for Fair news.

«»«*«*«*«**
MAY MEETING: Refreshment Hostess for the May 16th meeting will be Flossie Lortz,
Christine Kellman and Cynthia Wilson.
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TABOR COMMEMORATION

Hiram B, Tabor, M . D . , was b o r n November 21 , 1813 in Topham, Vermont. He
at tended Woodstock Med ica l C o l l e g e where he r e c e i v e d h i s M.D. t h e n moved to
Grand I s l a n d , Vermont. When h e came t o W i l s o n , h e m a r r i e d C h a r l o t t e G i f f o r d ,
niece of S q u i r e Reuben Wi l son , b u t she d i e d o f t y p h o i d f e v e r a t age twen ty,
September 23, 1839. The d o c t o r t h e n m a r r i e d S a r a h J. McN i t t o f Somerset, who
was b o r n February 12, 1818. They had fi v e c h i l d r e n , E lber t ine(1842) , J u s t i n e
(1845), E l d r i d g e H. (1849) , S. Cor ienne(1853) , and P r e d ( 1 8 5 5 ) . S a r a h d i e d in
Wi lson on A u g u s t 8, 1893.

Doc to r Ta b o r a c q u i r e d l a n d f r o m Simon Sheldon, September 1 1 , 1846 at t h e
n o r t h w e s t s i d e o f where t h e c r e e k i n t e r s e c t s L a k e S t r e e t . H e b u i l t h i s home
and p r a c t i s e d h i s p r o f e s s i o n t h e r e f o r f o r t y fi v e y e a r s . The b r i d g e n e a r b y
soon became known a s t h e " Ta b o r B r i d g e " .

The D o c t o r was v e r y a c t i v e in community a f f a i r s , and was one of t h e found ‑
i n g t rus tees of t h e Greenwood Cemetery Associat ion organ ized October 25,1850.
H e was a lso a member o n t h e Board o f t h e o l d C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e , and was
instrumental in h a v i n g it c losed and consol idated w i t h Union Free Schoo l D i s ‑
t r i c t #1 in 1869. He was a member o f t he N iaga ra County Medica l Assoc ia t i on ,
and once served as i t s Pres ident . He was a l s o Niagara County Coroner f o r a
t ime. H e a l s o served a s Wo r s h i p f u l Master w h i l e a member o f O n t a r i o Lodge
number 376. Free and Accepted O r d e r o f Masons. The arch ives o f t h e Postmaster
General l i s t s him as h a v i n g been Postmaster of Wilson f rom June 2, 1855 u n t i l
December 24, 1859. os

He was a member o f t h e o l d Method is t -Ep iscopa l Church, and when t h e new
e d i fi c e was e r e c t e d and named f o r t h e E x l e y f a m i l y , h e h e l d t h e o f fi c e o f
church secre ta ry and chairman of educat ion. D r . Tabor d ied J u l y 11 , 1885.

The b r i d g e o v e r t h e Lake S t r e e t t r i b u t a r y o f t h e E a s t Branch o f 1 8 M i l e
Creek was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l tb y t h e town. I t was r e p l a c e d i n 1886 w i t h a

- b e a u t i f u l i r o n s t r u c t u r e t h a t a t t r a c t e d v i s i t o r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e area. I t was
r e b u i l t a g a i n i n 1915 and p r o b a b l y e l e c t r i fi e d a t t h a t t i m e .

I n 1976 t h e V i l l a g e o f Wi l son , w i t h E . Kenne th We l k e r, M a y o r , dec ided t o
c l e a n u p t h e c r e e k and b r i d g e a s a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f o u r
N a t i o n ' s 2 0 0 t h b i r t h d a y . P l a n s were made t o have t h e s t r u c t u r e p a i n t e d and
t h e N i a g a r a Mohawk Power Co. was c o n t a c t e d t o r e p l a c e t h e l i g h t i n g fi x t u r e s .
A New Yo r k S t a t e h i s t o r i c a l marke r was pu rchasedby t h e Wi lson B i cen tenn ia l
Committee, and M r . R o b e r t H o f t i e z e r , p r e s e n t owner of t h e Ta b o r home, gave
h i s p e r m i s s i o n t o have t h e marke r p l a c e d o n h i s p r o p e r t y .

A s h o r t ceremony to d e d i c a t e t h e “ Ta b o r B r i d g e ” a n d home w i l l be h e l d at
. t h e s i t e a t 7:00 P M p r i o r t o t h e r e g u l a r m o n t h l y m e e t i n g o f t h e S o c i e t y o n
June 20, 1977. M r . L e o n a r d Ta b o r o f W i l s o n , g r e a t g r a n d s o n o f D r . H i ram B .

T a b o r , i s e x p e c t e d t o a t t e n d and u n v e i l t h e m a r k e r .* * * * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS: The S o c i e t y w o u l d l i k e t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members:

M r s . B e a t r i c e S a l i s b u r y , W i l s o n ; M i s s B l a n c h e Wi l son and Donald S c h u l t z , New‑
fanes; and M r . and M r s . Edward H a s t i n g s , Ransomv i l l e . A l s o , J u n i o r members
Amy Wo o d r u f f , Machias; P e t e r J o n e s , W i l s o n ; K e v i n S c h u l t z , Newfane; a n d Sue
Evans and John and Doug las H a s t i n g s o f Ransomv i l l e .

*% * + * * * + * * * * *
THANK YOU: C o - o p e r a t i o n f r o m t h e cha i rmen o f the R e f r e s h m e n t , P r o g r a m ,

Membership, Museum, L i b r a r y a n d Sunday H o s t e s s Commit tees h a s been g r e a t . We
wish to remind everyone t h a t a n y n o t i c e s or news i t e m s must e i t h e r be sent or

_phoned i n t o m e b y t h e 15th o f each month t o appear 7 t h e n e x t " N e w s l e t t e r " .* * * * ** * * * * *
SIGN OF THE TIMES: Young "H ippy " to w i f es " I ° 1 l l r u n o v e r and get my u n ‑

employment check , p i c k up o u r f o o d stamps, and t h e n see w h a t ' s h o l d i n g up my
Fede ra l Educat ion G r a n t . You d r o p t h e k i d s o f f a t t h e Day Care C e n t e r, p i c k
up o u r g l a s s e s at t h e H e a l t h Depar tment , and t h e n see i f you c a n g e t o u r We l ‑
f a r e L i m i t increased. I ' 1 1 meet y o u l a t e r at t h e Federa l B u i l d i n g so we can
j o i n in t h e mass demonstration a g a i n s t o u r l o u s y , r o t t e n , government . "

9 °°ON 9 * I9A LLET eune



_ FLAG DAY: June 14th is t h e day s e t a s i d eto commemorate t h e symbol of ou r
democracy, t h e American F l a g . I t h a s changed in appearance many t imes s ince
t h e o r i g i n a l 1 3 s t a r s a n d s t r i p e s fl e w o v e r t h e C o n t i n e n t a l Army. I t was then
t h a t Gen. Washington s a i d , “We t a k e t h e s t a r s f r o m heaven, t h e r e d f rom o u r
mother c o u n t r y, s e p a r a t i n g i t b y w h i t e s t r i p e s , t h u s showing t h a t w e have

. Separa ted f rom h e r , and t h e w h i t e s t r i p e s s h a l l go down to p o s t e r i t y r e p r e ‑
s e n t i n g l i b e r t y . "

Mos t peop le know t h a t F r a n c i s S c o t t Key wro te t h e S t a r Spang led Banner,
a n d t h a t Thomas J e f f e r s o n wrote t h e D e c l a r a t i o n of Independence, b u t few
peop le know who wrote t h e P ledge o f A l l e g i a n c e . I t fi r s t appeared i n t h e S e p ‑
tember 8, 1892 e d i t i o n of t h e Yo u t h ' s Companion as p a r t of t h e o f fi c i a l p r o ‑
g r a m to commemorate t h e 400th a n n i v e r s a r y of Amer ica 's d i s c o v e r y. It was
fi r s t r e c i t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g month a t t h e Columbian World E x p o s i t i o n a t C h i ‑
cago . The f a m i l i e s o f F r a n c i s B e l l a m y a n d James Upham, members o f t h e Yo u t h ' s
Companion s t a f f , c la imed a u t h o r s h i p o f t h e P l e d g e f o r 4 7 y e a r s . F i n a l l y , Con‑
g r e s s appo in ted a committee t o w e i g h c o n fl i c t i n g ev idence , and I n Dec.,1945,
t h e l a t e F r a n c i s B e l l a m y, a n o rda ined B a p t i s t m i n i s t e r , was o f fi c i a l l y d e s i g ‑
n a t e d a s a u t h o r o f t h e P l e d g e o f A l l e g i a n c e . o d

F l a g Day reminds u s t h a t t h e r e a r e some t o d a y who c o n s t a n t l y compla in
about w h a t ' s wrong w i t h America, b u t t h e y o f t e n l o s e s i g h t of wha t ' s r i g h t
w i t h America. Most o f o u r i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d t r a d i t i o n s have s t o o d t h e t e s t o f
t i m e , and in many communities l i k e W i l s o n , where f a i t h in God h e l p s mold t h e
l i v e s o f t h e i r p e o p l e , r e s p e c t f o r l a w a n d t h e r i g h t s o f o t h e r s inc reases . As
F l a g Day a p p r o a c h e s t h i s m o n t h , l e t ' s remember w h a t t h o s e w h i t e s t r i p e s s t a n d
f o r . Then, w i t h good e d u c a t i o n f o r a l l , nobody shou ld b e ens laved b y p o v e r t y,
r a c i a l i n t o l e r a n c e , o r r e l i g i o u s p r e j u d i c e .* * * * % * * * * * * *

MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: : l i c e N e l s o n , p i c t u r e of N e l s o n homestead; Leonard
Mudge, scrapbook,photographs, a n d 3 l e d g e r s b e l o n g i n g to F r e d Mudge; D r . John
A r g u e , p o s t c a r d s ; F l o y d S a l i s b u r y , d o w e l - f o r m c a s t i r o n t o o l ; G e r t r u d e
Schnoor, poem w r i t t e n b y Alma F a r r e l l ; Faye P i s e l l o , h a n d - w r i t t e n no te d a t e d
1870, found in h e r home ( p o s s i b l y f r o m o l d schoolhouse); -Leonard Ta b o r , a n ‑
t i q u e document b o x (1830) and 1866 p o c k e t d i a r y ; O s c a r Munch, t r u s t e e book
f o r D i s t . schoolhouse #7 (1906-1941); Blanche Wi lson , 48 s t a r American F l a g ;
Mabel Wi lson, china wash bow l and p i t c h e r t h a t be longed to Reuben Wi lson,
a l s o t i n match h o l d e r ; P h y l i s and Joe H u r s t , d g u e r r e t y p e and l e t t e r dated
1859; Me lv in S h i p p e y, Sa lem,Ky. s p a r found 800° below g r o u n d ; E s t h e r Casse l ‑
man, R.R. l u n c h b u c k e t , o l d s t o r e b o t t l e s , 2 g l a s s b a t t e r y h o l d e r s , wood bowl
and h inged box w i t h wood b u r n i n g des igns ; ‘Ronald M a r t i n f a m i l y , 2 cannon
b a l l s found i n W i l s o n , Donald L o k e r , o l d newspaper c l i p p i n g s ; Don C r o o p ,
snapshots o f q u i l t e r s a t work and b o o k - r e p a i r d e m o n s t r a t i o n ; Wayne and Marie
Getman, 2 hand-made q u i l t s ; B e a t r i c e S a l i s b u r y , copy o f Wi lson Ta t t l e r , Jan.
1913, and 9 pho tos o f “ ‘ i l s o n " C l d Ti m e r s " .

% * * * * 5a * x * * * *

CLEAN SWEEP: Over 50 volunteers responded d u r i n g the pas t couple months in
t h e c o n t i n u i n g e f f o r t t o c l e a n u p and comp le te v a r i o u s jobs i n t h e basement,
k i t c h e n e t t e a r e a , P a t t e r s o n Room, g a r a g e , a n d g r o u n d s . H e l p e r s n o t ment ioned
p r e v i o u s l y i n c l u d e Rex S t a c y , C a r o l e S c h n o o r , S a r a B e r r y , A r t Ness, Te d Lons=
b e r y , Tom S h a r p e , J r . , Dianne A l b r i g h t , A r c h i e P e t t y , E d g a r C u l v e r w e l l , B e t t y
S t imson , F l o s s i e L o r t z , a n d "Chuck" Messersmi th . Thanks to Dianne A l b r i g h t ,
C a r o l e Schnoor, He len Dinse , and J o h n W e i l e r , t h e P a t t e r s o n Room w a l l s l o o k
b e a u t i f u l a f t e r a d u s t y t h r e e - d a y b r u s h i n g sess ion .* % * * + * * * * * + *

PERSCNALS: Wa l l y Goodman r e c e n t l y d i r e c t e d t h e N i a g a r a - w h e a t fi e l d Wind
Ensemble i n t h e "Sound f o r Amer ica I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e s t i v a l " a t N a s h v i l l e , Te n n .
The Ensemble, one of 300 e n t r e e s , r e c e i v e d a s i l v e r t r o p h y f o r t h e i r schoo l ,
and each member was awarded a s i l v e r m e d a l i o n . . . . . ‘ / i n n i e F i s h e r h a s been
g i v e n t h e N i a g a r a Coun t y 4 H d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r v i c e award . She h a s been l e a d e r
o f t h e S o u t h Wi l son P i o n e e r s f o r o v e r s i x t e e n y e a r s .

# * % * * * * * * + * *

JUNE ELECTICNS: The N o m i n a t i n g Comm., composed of C h r i s t i n e Ke l lman, Ve r n a
C a u fi e l d , a n d Anna Mae N e v i n s , h a s p r e s e n t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g s l a t e o f o f fi c e r s
to be v o t e d on at t h e June m e e t i n g : P r e s . , D r . J o h n F. A r g u e ; Vice-Pres.,
Joseph H i g g i n s ; T r e a s . , M i l l i e C r o o p ; R e c . S e c y . , M a r t h a M a c A s k i l l , Cor.Secy,
N e t t i e S t i m s o n ; a n d t r u s t e e s f o r t h r e e y e a r s , A r t h u r S c h n o o r , F e t t y S t i m s o n ,
and E d P e t e r s . * * * * * * * * * * *

JUNE EVENTS: CO-sponsored h i s t o r i c a l m u s i c a l , S t . John ’s Ep i scopa l Church,
S u n . , June 1 2 t h , 3:30 PM; Tr u s t e e s m e e t i n g , museum, 8 PM, June 1 5 t h ; Ta b o r
marker ded ica t ion a t Lake S t . b r i d g e , 7 PM, June 19th. Meeting a t museum f o l ‑
l o w i n g ceremony. B e t t y S t imson w i l l show o l d pictures of Wilson on "mag ic l a n ‑
t e r n " . H o s t e s s e s , Marion Campbel l , M a r g u e r i t e G e i s e r , and M a r i e Reyno lds .
M o n t h l y e x h i b i t is "Candles" . P lease c a l l K a y Harmless i f y o u can h e l p . Sune
a f t e r n o o n h o s t e s s e s : June 5 t h , H e l e n & Ra lph D i n s e ; June i c t h , Donna and S i d ‑
n e y P e t t i t ; June 1 9 t h , P h y l l i s & J o e H u r s t ; June 26 th , S t u & E r n i e Wa lpo le .x»*««©* © © &€& &€HH

Bon Mot : The d i f f e r e n c e between c o u r t s h i p and mar r iage i s t h e d i f fe rence
between t h e p i c t u r e s i n a seed c a t a l o g u e a n d what comes u p .

# * * * * * * * * * *



_DEDICATION: A s h o r t ceremony was h e l d at t h e Ta b o r b r i d g e in s p i t e of a
b r i e f shower. D r . Argue spoke about t h e b r i d g e a n d home b e f o r e i n t r o d u c i n g
Mayor Kenneth Welker who r e l a t e d some o f D r . Ta b o r ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e
Wi lson community. Leonard Ta b o r , g . g . g r a n d s o n o f D r . Hiram B . Ta b o r, u n v e i l e d
t h e marke r and d r e a r y s k y s were b r i g h t e n e d b y t h e presence o f h i s cous in , M r s .
M. P. B a i l e y of Canandaigua, and M r s . F rances L a n d y, f o r m e r Wi lson ian , whose
home i s now i n t h e S t a t e o f Wa s h i n g t o n .

D r . and M r s . Argue were h o n o r e d a t t h e m e e t i n g i n t h e museum w i t h p a i d L i f e
Memberships i n t h e S o c i e t y . The p r e s e n t a t i o n was made b y C h r i s Ke l lman, Chrm.
o f t h e Membership Comm., i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e i r o u t s t a n d i n g service.* x * * * * * * * *

LIBRARY: The L i b r a r y Comm. w i l l meet at t h e museum at 7:00 PM on t h e 4 th
Tuesdays o f J u l y , A u g u s t , a n d S e p t e m b e r. N a n c y K e n t , C h r m . , wou ld a p p r e c i a t e
h a v i n g a n y d o n a t i o n s f o r t h e S o c i e t y b r o u g h t t h e r e t h e n s o t h e y may b e p r o p e r ‑
l y a c c e p t e d and r e c o r d e d .* * & * * * * * % *

MUSEUM ACQUISITICNS: Received f r o m D o r o t h y T h i l k , G.A.R. Souvenir Tumbler
& C a r d ; P e t e r Pu rek , 1852 C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e H i s t o r y Book; Halsey B u e l l , J r . ,
Brace & R i t ; H e l e n F o r n g r a e b e r, P u r p l e s t r i p e C o t t o n Dress w i t h v e l v e t t r i m &
Beige Coat w i t h ornate wool p l a i d trims P h y l l i s G i f f o r d McCar thy, Baby Shoes,
G loves , 1903 Classbook and A u t o g r a p h Album(Anna Mosher 's ) , a l s o WHS Yearbook
{Grandma Moshe r ' s ) and Dairys(Grandma G i f f o r d ' s ) , ( C u r t i s and Anna G i f f o r d ) , &
1842 Autograph Album (Grandma P e t t i t ' s ) s Joseph Modie, D e t r o i t News (10/9/"35)* * * * * * * * * *

VISITCRS: Joe H i g g i n s was h o s t a t t h e museum l a s t month t o g r e e t M r. W i l l i a m
Fedder and a busload o f p u p i l s f rom LasSa l l e H igh School . M r . Fedder wished to
show t h e s t u d e n t s wha t a g r o u p c a n accomplish when t h e y work t o g e t h e r .* % *% * * * * * * *

NEW MEMRERS: Membership r e n e w a l s h a v e r e s u l t e d in one new L i f e Member, Don
C r o o p , a l s o 1 7 new annua l members h a v e j o i n e d . They i n c l u d e M r . & M r s . Edward
F r i t t o n , B u r t ; D r . & M r s . Edwin W. G a t e s , N i a g a r a F a l l s ; M r s . L i n d a L i n n a b e r y,
New M e x i c o ; M r . & M r s . James Conrad, M r s . H e l e n F r e n c h , M r . & M r s . D a n i e l
Sheehan, M r . & M r s . Howard F o r d , M r . & M r s . Frank C r a i g , M r . & M r s . Thomas
F a r e , a l s o Mark , S c o t t , and Pam Wales, a l l f r o m W i l s o n .* * * * * * % * * *

JULY EVENTS: Tr u s t e e m e e t i n g , Wed. , J u l y 1 3 t h , 8 :00 P M a t museum. The
annual p i c n i c w i l l be h e l d f o r members and e l d e r l y guests Sunday af ternoon,
J u l y 1 7 t h , a t 1 :00 PM at museum. Norm MacAsk i l l ,who is in c h a r g e , suggests
everyone b r i n g a generous d i s h to pass , t a b l e s e r v i c e & y o u r own f o l d i n g
t a b l e s and c h a i r s . There w i l l b e a b o a t r i d e i n Augus t & n om e e t i n g .% % * 2 * * *% * * *

MONTHLY EXHIBIT w i l l b e “ B a s k e t r y ” superv i sed b y Dianne Albright. Members
a r e encouraged to a t t e n d s p e c i a l demons t ra t ions on " s p l i n t i n g " , July 1 0 t h ,by
J u d y B e t z , and “ c a n i n g ” J u l y 24 th ,by Bess ie C o l e . B o o k l e t s o n s p l i n t i n g ,
r u s h i n g , and c a n i n g wi l l b e a v a i l a b l e a t c o s t .* * * + * * * CJ * *

ELECTION: A proposed b u d g e t was presented and approved and new o f fi c e r s
were e l e c t e d b y mot ion t o have t h e S e c r e t a r y cas t one vo te i n favor o f the
s l a t e se lec ted b y t h e n o m i n a t i n g comm.: D r . A r g u e , P r e s . , Joe H i g g i n s , V i c e ‑
P r e s . , M i l l i e C r o o p , T r e a s . , M a r t h a M a c A s k i l l , S e c y . , N e t t i e S t imson, R e c .
S e c y . , and t rus tees f o r 3 y e a r s , A r t h u r S c h n o o r, B e t t y S t i m s o n , and Ed P e t e r s .* * * * * * * * * *

PLAQUE: The Memorial Comm. has ordered a plaque w i t h funds donated in
memory of M i l d r e d Middleton on which t h e names of 30 p a i d L i f e members may bep laced , Fach name w i l l b e e n g r a v e d o n a b rass p l a t e . The memorial t o M r s .
Middleton w i l l be entered in whe Memoria Book. |

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Ye s t e r d a y i s a Cancel led Check ; Tomorrow i s a Promisory
Note; Today is Ready Cash--Spend i t !



COUNTRY FAIR: A p l e a s a n t d a y a t t r a c t e d hundreds o f people t o t h e F a i r
mak ing i t t h e most s u c c e s s f u l e v e r h e l d . Gu ided b y E l e a n o r M y e r s , Chrme, all
committees func t i oned s m o o t h l y. S a r a B e r r y ' s p o p u l a r cheese t e n t and Bessie
C o l e ' s home-made candy d e l i c a c i e s were s o l d o u t early, and t h e cafeteria-style
f o o d concess ion , d i r e c t e d by L o i s Barnum and B e t t y Stimson, was well supplied
w i t h s a l a d s , p i e s , cupcakes , c o f f e e , and f r u i t j u i c e . Delicious c h i l i , made by
Jan S p o r l e d e r , was a r e a l t r e a t , a n d a d i n i n g t e n t was c o n v e n i e n t l y l o c a t e d
n e a r b y . A r t Schnoor h a d t h e b e s t h o t dogs a v a i l a b l e , and h i s crew was b u s y a l l
d a y. D o r a Wakeman r e p o r t e d d i s p e n s i n g o v e r 600 cups o f c o f f e e and 3 6 dozen d o ‑
n u t s , a n d Sue Schu l t z and h e r w i l l i n g h e l p e r s s o l d n e a r l y 50 l b s . o f popco rn
and 25 g a l l o n s of lemonade p l u s i c e d t e a . . . a

A s p e c i a l i n n o v a t i o n t h i s y e a r was a p i e - b a k i n g contes t superv ised b y Win‑
n i e F i s h e r a n d Mar ion Campbe l l . Young peop le f r o m ages 9 to 19 were e l i g i b l e ,
and 1 7 e n t r i e s were judged b y M r s . B a r b a r a Mosher and M r s . Salome Fenn. Awards
i n t h e S e n i o r d i v i s i o n went t o D a r y l Demmin and T r a c y K e n t . J u n i o r w i n n e r s
were D a r c y Demmin, M a r y C k o n i e w s k i , and Edward Kent. A l l received f r e e member‑
s h i p s in t h e S o c i e t y as d i d M a r q u e t t e Barmasse, Ja ime Cowles, E r i c Freischlag,
C a r y n G r e n v i l l e , S u s a n Johnson , E l a i n e K e n t , L o r i M y e r s , Mary L y n n R e i n b o l t ,
Cathy R e i n b o l t , J e f f S p o r l e d e r , a n d K e v i n S t u b b s . . .

Enter ta inment i n c l u d e d a l i v e l y concer t by t h e Wi l son H i g h S c h o o l Band d i ‑
r e c t e d b y J a c k M a x fi e l d , a l s o o l d - f a s h i o n e d p i a n o rhythmns b y Berne K e n t and
Frances G o l d t h o r p . Spontaneous " s i n g - a - l o n g s " added t o t h e jovial mood o f t h e
crowd. A woo len p r o d u c t s e x h i b i t and s p i n n i n g wheel demons t ra t i on was a r ranged
f o r b y Peggy Ward, and a s p e c i a l p i c t u r e d i s p l a y o f o l d Wilson scenes put t o ‑
g e t h e r b y D o r o t h y T h i l k and H e l e n B o r n g r a e b e r was e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g . The
a n t i q u e c a r show was b i g g e r a n d b e t t e r t h i s y e a r t h a n k s t o Doc A r g u e and Ken
Tr a c e y, and f e a t u r e d t h e S o c i e t y ' s 1904 C o v e r t C a r , b u i l t b y t h e fo rmer Covert
G e a r Co. o f L o c k p o r t . I t i s t h e o n l y c a r o f t h a t make known l e f t i n Amer ica .
F r e e sound movies were shown a l l d a y by Doug S m i t h , and no doub t h e l p e d boom
p o p c o r n s a l e s . E d P e t e r s f o u n d i t h a r d t o k e e p u p w i t h t h e demand f o r b a l l o o n s
and Dianne A l b r i g h t ' s " fi s h p o n d " , t h o u g h w e l l s t o c k e d , was c leaned o u t e a r l y .

L o i s Jenn ings was i n c h a r g e o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s p o p u l a r " fl e a m a r k e t " t e n t ,
a n d a b o o t h f o r p l a n t s was f e a t u r e d t h i s y e a r f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e . Jane Moxham
and Kay Ness r e c e i v e d many p l a n t s grown b y members and some were donated b y
l o c a l fl o r i s t s . The q u i l t r a f fl e was superv ised by N e t t i e St imson, and Whit
Barnum s o l d t h e g rea tes t number o f t i c k e t s . The q u i l t was won by Mrs . H i l d a
S m i t h o f Medina, N . Y. ( m o t h e r o f Marlene D i n s e ) . A . 2nd t i c k e t was drawn f o r a
s i l v e r b r a c e l e t donated b y P a t Tomasula o f B u f f a l o , and was awarded t o V i v i a n
Jago o f Newfane. Chr i s Kellman and h e r congen ia l hos tesses accounted f o r 12
new a d u l t members and 3 j u n i o r s a l o n g w i t h many renewa ls . "Chuck" Campbel l and
crew kep t t h e crowd in fo rmed o f a c t i v i t i e s and he lped l i t t l e boys fi n d t h e i r
“ l o s t ” mothers. The p u b l i c address system us'ed was i n s t a l l e d i n the o l d
caboose by John M y e r s .

W e f e e l t h a t s a t i s f a c t i o n i n a j o b w e l l done i s a l l t h e thanks our members
want, however, we should acknowledge t h e 62 Wilson Businessmen who donated
funds t o a d v e r t i s e t h e f a i r ; a l s o J a c k P e r r y and Mike Vince who p r o v i d e d and
e r e c t e d much needed t e n t s ; S t r a t e We l d i n g o f L o c k p o r t who donated gas and
equipment f o r i n fl a t i n g b a l l o o n s ; The Wi lson C e n t r a l S c h o o l Band; Wi l son F i r e
Co. F i r s t A i d u n i t ; C i v i l i a n Defense P e r s o n n e l ; a n d W i l s o n Jaycees who h e l p e d
man p a r k i n g l o t s p r o v i d e d b y P f e i f f e r ' s Foods, O n t a r i o O r c h a r d s , and t h e Farm
and Garden S u p p l y. Durwood P a r k s t o r e gave t h e S o c i e t y a s p e c i a l p r i c e o n d o ‑
n u t s ; Whi te House D a i r y , i n L e w i s t o n , c u t a n d wrapped cheese a t n o c o s t ; Tom
Fare p r i n t e d t h e q u i l t t i c k e t s ; P f e i f f e r ' s Foods donated 4 g a l l o n s o f L o g a n ‑
b e r r y c o n c e n t r a t e ; J a c k P e r r y loaned h i s p o p c o r n machine; and t h e p r o j e c t o r
and fi l m s f o r movies were loaned by N ioga t h r o u g h cou r tesy o f Mar i e Reyno lds ,
L i b r a r i a n , Wi lson F r e e L i b r a r y .

W i t h o u t D e a l e r s t h e r e wou ld b e n o F a i r a n d thanks t o Anna Mae Nevins, Verna
Caufie ld , and Joe H i g g i n s , approx imate ly 60 a t t ended . Thanks to everyone, t h e
Country F a i r was a g r e a t success, and in case y o u ' r e wonder ing abou t n e x t
y e a r , we h e a r t h a t Dora Wakeman h a s h e r w o r k e r s a l r e a d y l i n e d u p .* % * % * % % * * +

IN MEMORIAM: Gordon C. Hausman d i e d r e c e n t l y a f t e r an a t t a c k at a g e 55. He
g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wi lson H i g h S c h o o l , was a member o f S t . P e t e r ' s L u t h e r a n Church
veteran of Wo r l d V a r I I , W i l son F i r e C o . , L i o n ' s C lub , P a s t Commander of t h e
American L e g i o n P o s t , W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c . , a n d s e r v e d o n t h e v i l l a g e R o a r d
f o r 12 y e a r s . The S o c i e t y ex tends i t s deepes t sympathy to h i s w i f e B e t t y “©Pam.

* # + % * *% * + * %
OVERSIGHT: Ve r e c e n t l y l ea rned t h a t M r s . Dunning (He len S inger ) I d l e , is an

a r t i s t i n h e r own r i g h t . A pa in t i ng : exh ib i t ed in t h e Pa t te r son Room was done t ‑
e d b y h e r and shows t h e o l d S i n g e r home o n Lake S t r e e t a s i t looked when she
was a g i r l , H e r son, D r . Dunn ing I d l e , a g radua te o f P r i nce ton and Ya l e , h o l d s
a prominent government p o s i t i o n and l i v e s w i t h h i s f a m i l y at R o c k v i l l e , Md.

* *% * * * * * * * *
NEW SIGN: The new 3x4 f o o t H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y s i g n n e a r t h e r o a d was made

a n d e r e c t e d b y Rex S t a c y. M r s . C a r o l C . Sm i th p a i n t e d and l e t t e r e d i t .* * * * % % * = * *
BON MOT: I f you have a fi f t h o n t h e f o u r t h , y o u may b e unable t o g o f o r t h

o n t h e fi f t h .
x + % * * + +: & * x
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UNLCN FREE SCHOOL: The Wi lson Union Free S c h o o l D i s t r i c t w a
1869 f rom f o u r of t h e seventeen d i s t r i c t s in town at t h e times ‘They inckndedthe former P e t t i t S t . schoo l D i s t . #1, t h e Maple S t . D i s t . #2, The Townline
D i s t . #5, and t h e Randa l l Rd. D i s t . #9. The o l d cobblestone schoo l on P e t t i t
S t . was used f o r t h e f o u r lower pr imary g r a d e s , and t h e o l d C o l l e g i a t e school
on Lake S t . was u s e d f o r t h e o t h e r academic a n d grammar departments. Stephen
C e H a l l was h i r e d a s t h e fi r s t P r i n c i p a l and t h e r e were fi v e t e a c h e r s , NineVincent meats ih w i d including H.N. Johnson, P r e s . , S y l v e s t o r Parsons,

e e l e y , J . G . Brown erome C l i f f o r d , H a r v e y SRichardson, a n d Lorenzo Pratt. , y Sanford, Henry weEEyy Ws
The s c h o o l y e a r was d i v i d e d t h e same a s t h e o l d Academy had been w i t h three

terms o f 15 weeks each. The p re l im ina ry curr icu lum in 188 cons is ted o f E n g ‑
l i s h , Ar i thmet ic, Grammar, a n d D e s c r i p t i v e Geography. Advanced s t u d i e s were
A l g e b r a , Bookkeeping, Drawing , P l a n e Geometry, Astronomy, Chemis t ry, P h y s i c s ,
Botany, P h y s i c a l Geography, Phys ico logy, Zoo logy, E n g l i s h Ti t e ra tu re , R h e t o r ‑
l c , American Government, H i s t o r y of E n g l a n d , P r i n c i p l e s of Teaching, and L a t i n
Grammar. By 1993 courses ava i lab le a l s o included German, Plane and S p h e r i c a l
Trigonometry, General H i s t o r y, Greek H i s t o r y, Roman H i s t o r y, N . Y. S t a t e H i s ‑
t o r y , C i v i c s , Economics, and advanced Drawing.

When t h e compulsorary educat ion law became e f f e c t i v e Jan. 1, 1895, Wilson
educational f a c i l i t i e s began to i n c e - i n s i z e . A l l ch i ld ren from e i g h t
through twelve were r e q u i r e dt o attend school f rom O c t . 1 s t t o June i s t . A l l
between t h e ages o f 1 2 and 1 6 had t o a t t end r e g u l a r l y unless employed, and
those between 12 and 14 had to a t t e n “ least 16 consecutive weeks each y e a r,
I n 1895 a truant o f fi c e r was h i r e d f o r $1.00 a day when n e e d e d ,

In 1899 a b r i c k a d d i t i o n was at tached to t h e cobblestone b u i l d i n g on Lake
S t . , and t h e pr imary grades were moved i n t o i t f rom P e t t i t S t . About t h i s same
t ime, t h e S t a t e Education D e p ' t . condemned t h e cobblestone p a r t of t h e former
C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e , a n d t h r e a t e n e dt o wi thdraw t e a c h e r t r a i n i n g classes
unless i t was r e p l a c e d w i t h a new b u i l d i n g . Teacher T r a i n i n g classes were f r e e
a n d t h e d i s t r i c t r e c e i v e d S t a t e A i d f o r each student a t t e n d i n g , however, i f
t h e r e were n o t a t l e a s t 10 s tuden ts , no c lasses were h e l d . Miss F, E l v i r a M a r ‑
t i n i n s t r u c t e d a c l a s s i n 1902-03 c o n t a i n i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g s tudents : Mae Hoag,
Josephine Baker, L e t t i e F a r l e y, E l i z a b e t h S e a r l e , Amy A l l e n , Mabel W r i g h t ,
Lou isa B i c k f o r d , Mabe l H e n r y, A v i s E d u a r t s , Mae Stevens, Emma L a f fl e r , L o r i
H e n r y, E l t o n W i l l e , C l a r a S a y e r , C l a r a Ba lco lm , and Grace Smi th .

In March , 1900, t h e voters approved r e p l a c i n g t h e o l d cobblestone l a n d ‑
mark w i t h a new 60" square b r i c k b u i l d i n g which was e r e c t e d a n d a t t a c h e d t o
t h e b r i c k a d d i t i o n t h a t had p r e v i o u s l y been b u i l t . The new schoo l contained
7 c lass rooms, c loak rooms, l a b o r a t o r y, t r u s t e e room, teacher ' s room, and a
40 x 60 f o o t auditor ium on t h e second fl o o r .

P r i n c i p a l s h i r e d t o r u n t h e Union F r e e School f rom 1869 t o 1941 were
Stephen C , H a l l , F. A . Greene, Thomas Greene, M e l v i l l e Cooper, Sheldon Pardee,
A . H a l l B u r d i c k , Sheldon V. P a r d e e , Char les S . L u t h e r , H . C . H u s t l e b y, Char les
Scheck, A lexander M c I l r o y, and A r t h u r B lemas te r.* + * * * * * * * *

PIONEER: D a n i e l Putnam, b o r n in 1795, d i e d in Wilson in 1878 at age 83. He
was a s o l d i e r i n t h e War o f 1812, and w e l l acqua in ted w i t h t h e p i o n e e r way o f
l i f e and t h e I n d i a n s . I t was s a i d t h a t o f t e n , when r e t u r n i n g f rom a h u n t i n g
t r i p , t h e Ind ians would stop h i m and a s k f o r game or ammunition. He u s u a l l y
g a v e them game a s powder was scarce a n d w i thou t i t a pe rson had l i t t l e s e c u r i t y.
He became a Cooper by t r a d e and followed it a l l h i s l i f e . H i s son, H e n r y,
b u i l t s h i p s at what was known as t h e Putnam Ya r d . he b u i l t f o u r vessels and
was Capta in o f one f o r fi v e y e a r s . .He. quit.nav iga t ion in 1885 and e r e c t e d a

- m a n u f a c t u r i n gplant f o r woodenware preduc ts . H eemployed many peop le making
bushe l measures, pickey for fencing, and b a r r e l head ings .

. * x * . L.
IN MEMORIAM: The S o c i e t y extends i t s sympathy to the famil of Thomas

S h a r p eI I who passed away unexpec ted l y. Tom was a w i l l i n g worker ae
museum, and c o n t r i b u t e d many h o u r s o f t i m e s i n c e h e and h i s w i f e , M a r y ,
j o i ned t h e S o c i e t y i n 1974.



NCTICE: I f t h i s news le t te r h a s a “ s t a r ” by t h e a d d r e s s label i t i nd i ca tes
w e a r e unab le t o m a i l y o u a n o t h e r c o p y u n t i l y o u r dues a r e p a i d . The t r u s t e e s
L i m i t t h e newsle t te r to 3 months f o r d e l i n q u e n t members a l t h o u g h members a r e
n o t dropped f r o m t h e r o l l s u n t i l t h e y become 6 months in a r rea rs .od * * * # * * _& :

AUGUST EVENTS: Tr u s t e e m e e t i n g , Wed, A u g . 1 0 t h at T h i l k ' s cottage-7100 PM.
Paddleboat R i d e S u n . , Auge 2 1 s t , at 1 :00 and 3:00 PM. Space l i m i t e d . B r i n g
p i c n i c l u n c h . G i v e reservat ions to L o i s Barnum. Watch l o c a l papers f o r month ‑
l y e x h i b i t . ,

y Sunday a f t e r n o o n hosteses f o r August w i l l bes Aug. 7 t h , M i l l i e and Don
C r o o p ; Aug . i 4 t h , B e t t y S t i m s o n ; A u g . 2 1 s t , C h r i s K e l l m a n ; A u g . 28 th , G e r ‑
t r u d e and A r t S c h n o o r . We wish to a g a i n remind hos tesses t h a t i f y o u a r e unable
to be presen t , it is y o u r o b l i g a t i o n to g e t a replacement.

° * x °s 9» & © &% 8
TOURIST ATTRACTION: T h e r e is a good reason why Sunday Hostesses a r e urged

t o have a l l v i s i t o r s s i g n t h e gues t b o o k . The Tr a v e l B u r e a u o f t h e N . Y. S t a t e
D e p ' t . of Commerce requests a count each June of those who v i s i t e d t h e museum
in t h e p a s t y e a r . T h i s h e l p s them to de te rmine t h e volume and t r e n d o f t o u r i s t
t r a f fi c i n t h e S t a t e .

A l l Wi lson ians shou ld be p r o u d of t h e i r v i l l a g e and town and want to see i t
imp roved . The Wi l son H i s t . Soce h a s done i t s share in putting Wi l son “ o n t h e
map" . W e can a l l b e p leased t h a t Wi lson 's Museum i s l i s t e d i n t h e b e a u t i f u l
N . Y. S . p u b l i c a t i o n , " Va c a t i o n l a n d s ” , and f o r t h o s e o f y o u who have n o t y e t
seen it we would l i k e to quote f r o m i t s "“WILSON- H o t e l s , 3 y a c h t c l u b s , mar=
i n a s , L ion 's C l u b . W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l Museum o n R t . 425. S c a l e model steam en‑
g i n e s i n 1912 r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n . Chang ing e x h i b i t s . Sun . 2 -4 , f ree . " (Notes We
a r e p r e s e n t l y t r y i n g t o h a v e them i n c l u d e S o c i e t y ' s a n t i q u e c a r s , t h e 1904
C o v e r t and t h e 1909 M e t z . S i n c e t h e C o v e r t i s t h e o n l y mown c a r o f i t s make
i n t h e U . S . , i t s h o u l d b e a r e a l a t t r a c t i o n f o r a n t i q u e c a r buffs.)

In a d d i t i o n to t h e museum, t h e "Cobbles tone T r a i l " (p r ime p r o j e c t o f t h e
B i c e n t e n n i a l Comm.) i s a n o f f s h o o t o f t h e H i s t o r i c N i a g a r a T r a i l . T h r o u g h t h e
cou r tesy o f N e t t i e S t imson , h o s t e s s , hundreds o f t o u r i s t s were d i r e c t e d to
t h e " I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t e r " i n h e r B a r n Shop where t h e y n o t o n l y l e a r n e d a b o u t
Wi lson, b u t b o u g h t many o f t h e b o o k l e t s and ceramics t h a t N e t t i e d i s p l a y e d
and s o l d f o r t h e S o c i e t y.

The r e p o r t sent in to t h e S t a t e Commerce Dep't v e r i f y s t h a t more t h a n
3,500 persons v i s i t e d the museum f r o m June 1976 to June 1977. We say more
than,because o f t e n people w i l l n o t s i g n _the guest book unless urged to do so .
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o no te t h a t w e had visifors from a l l ove r New Yo r k , a l s o
M ich igan , Pennsy l van ia , C a l i f o r n i a , Deleware, New J e r s e y , Washington, I l l i n o i s ,
Chio, F l o r i d a , I o w a , M a s s a c h u s e t t s , Vermomgy M a r y l a n d , M i s s o u r i , Alabama,
A laska, N o r t h C a r o l i n a , Texas , Oklahoma, and F l o r i d a . W e a l s o had v i s i t o r s
f rom t h r e e f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , Canada, Eng land , and Japan.

I t would b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o know how many sa les o f g a s o l i n e , food , a n t i q u e s ,
o r o t h e r p r o d u c t s were made i n Wi lson because o f t h e magnetic a t t r a c t i o n o f
t h e W i l s o n museum. * * * * * * * *

BRIGHT SPOT: W e h e a r d many comments a b o u t t h e b e a u t i f u l geraniums around
t h e fl a g p o l e . W e have F l o s s i e L o r t z t o t h a n k f o r t h i s splash o f c o l o r .* * * * * + * *

COMM. CHAIRMEN: D r . John A r g u e , P r e s . , h a s appo in ted committee chairmen
f o r v a r i o u s w o r k a reas o f t h e S o c i e t y , a l s o s e v e r a l new ones t o h e l p spread
o u t t h e w o r k l o a d , f a c i l i t a t e new i d e a s , a n d i n v o l v e more members i n t h e o p e r ‑
a t i o n o f t h e S o c i e t y . They a r e a s f o l l o w s : Nancy K e n t , L i b r a r y ; D o r o t h y T h i l k ,
H i s t o r i c S i t e s ; L o i s J e n n i n g s , Museum; C h r i s t i n e K e l l m a n , Membership; D o n
Croop , P u b l i c a t i o n s ; Norm M a c A s k i l l , P r o g r a m ; E r n e s t i n e Walpo le , ‘ a y s and

. Means; Wh i t Barnum, P l a n n i n g ; W i l l a r d R o s e , Caboose ; M i l l i e C r o o p , Memor i a l ;
Winn ie F i s h e r , R e f r e s h m e n t s ; Ve r n a C a u fi e l d , Sunday H o s t e s s e s ; E l e a n o r M y e r s
" C o u n t r y F a i r " ; B e t t y S t imson , Housekeeping; Ed P e t e r s , G r o u n d s ; I o i s P a r ‑
num, To u r s ; K a r l W r i g h t , By-Laws; A c q u i s i t i o n s , Nancy K e n t ; and G e n e a l o g i c a l ,
D o r o t h y L o r t . _ .

A f e w y e a r s ago a l l Committee Chairmen were i n v i t e d to a t t e n d t r u s t e e meet ‑
i n g s . L a s t y e a r t h e y were a s k e d t o make r e p o r t s a t t h e t r u s t e e m e e t i n g s i n a t e a d
o f t h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g . I t was f e l t t h i s w o u l d s h o r t e n t h e t i m e i n v i t e d suests
w o u l d h a v e t o w a i t t o p r e s e n t p r o g r a m s . The S o c i e t y ex tends i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n
to t h e Chairmen who Worked h a r d in t h e i r jobs l a s t y e a r : Peggy viard, M u s e u
M i l l i e Croop , Membership; N e t t i e S t imson , Va y s and Means; H e l e n B o r n g r é e b e r ,
Sunday Hos tesses , and L o u i s M c L a u g h l i n , Caboose.

* H * * +t * = %
ACQUBITICNS: Membership on t h e a c q u s i t i o n s comm. is made up f r o m t h e L i t r s c r y

Chrm, Museum Chrm. , and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e B o a r d o f T r u s t e e s . They a r e Nancy’
Ken t , L o i s J e n n i n g s , and Joe H i g g i n s . T h e y have t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f accep t i n g
o r r e j e c t i n g donat ions t o t h e S o c i e t y .

Member s h i p on t h e MEMCRIAL committee is a l s o predetermined, a n d c o n s i s t s c f
the Treasu re r, M i l l i e Croop, P l a n n i n g Chrm. , V h i t Parnum, a n d Museum Chr i ie ,
L o i s Jennings. T h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y l i e s i n d e c i d i n g how memor ia l g i f t s sh211
be used , and see t h a t a r e c o r d i s k e p t in t h e Memor ia l Rook.

* % * * *% * * =
BON MOT: The accen t i s o n y o u t h t o d a y b u t t h e s t r e s s i s o n p a r e n t s ,
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TOWN HIGHWAYS: P r i o r to t h e adven t of concrete a n d macadem-asphalt, town
highways cons is ted m o s t l y o f mud, d i r t o r g r a v e l . A r e s p o n s i b l e p e r s o n known
as a "Pathmaster" was ass igned to ma in ta in each highway. It was h i s job to
keep t h e r o a d l e v e l and f r e e of r u t s , a n d t h i s was done w i t h a "hone" drawn by
a team of horses . The "Pathmaster" was p a i d f o r h i s e f f o r t s w i t h a t a x c r e d i t ,

P r i o r te 1940 t h e r e were a prox imate ly 14 m i l e s o f improved h a r d s u r f a c e d
highways in t h e townsh ip . A ib m i l e s t r i p r a n f r o m Townl ine (now Wilson-Cambria
R d . ) to Daniels Rd. which was lmown as t h e German Rd. (now Bra ley ) . The o t h e r
4 m i l e was t h a t p a r t o f Chestnut Rd. f r o m S t e c k w e l l ' s Corners eas t t o t h e New‑
f ane l i n e . The rema in ing 35 m i l e s o f town highways h a d abou t 10 m i l e s o f water
bound macadem r o a d s . O f t h e s e , f o u r m i l e s were o n t h e " S l a s h R d . (now Maple)
from Chestnut to I d e , and one m i l e of t h e B r a l e y Rd f r o m Daniels to E l b e r t a .

The water-macadem r o a d s were b u i l t in t h e 1920's and were 10 ' wide and com~
posed o f 1 0 inches o f crushed fi e l d s t o n e . S i x inches was coarse s tone , (#3A

“medern grade), twe inches was fi n e r stone (#2 modern grade), and t h i s was
tepped w i t h 2 inches of fi n e stone (#1A modern grade). A f t e r highways were
scraped and excavated, t h e t h r e e g rades o f stone were sp read , a l t e r n a t i n g w i t h
d i r t and water, and each g r a d a rolled w i t h a steam r o l l e r . Crushed stone was
acqu i red th rough t h e e f f o r t s o f farmers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s l i v i n g a long t h e
newly const ruc ted r o a d who hand-picked stone f r o m t h e fi e l d s and " fenceba lks" .
They t h e n drew t h e stone t o a p o r t a b l e c r u s h e r o p e r a t e d b y t h e highway commis‑
s i o n e r ' s men. The crusher was u s u a l l y p laced i n s e v e r a l l o c a t i o n s f o r t h i s
e p e r a t i o n . Roads to be b u i l t were .determined by highway o f fi c i a l s and t h e i r
selection g e n e r a l l y dependéd on t h e amount of stone a v a i l a b l e and t h e ambition
of t h e farmers to g e t t h e fie ldstone to t h e c r u s h e r.

“Old Timers" need n o e x p l a n a t i o n why modern r o a d s p laced o v e r water-bound
macadem roads r e q u i r e l e s s maintenance t h a n do r o a d s w i t h o u t t h e o ld - fash ioned

_base under them. S e v e r a l o f these r o a d s were t a k e n o v e r b y t h e County Highway
D e p ' t . and account f o r t h e b r o a d shou lders and good dra inage those roads now
have. The I d e R d . was t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e c o u n t y i n t h e mid 2 0 ' s , and C h e s t n u t
R d . ( f r o m Townline t o S t o c k w e l l ' ’ s Corners), and Beebe Rd. ( f rom S t e c k w e l l ' s
Cerners to War ren ' s Corners) were t u r n e d o v e r in t h e l a t e 2 0 ' s . Beebe Rd .

. ( f r o m Stockwel l 's C o r n e r sto Wi lson-Bur t R d . ) was a c q u i r e d by t h e county in
t h e l a t e 3 0 ' s , By t h e same a p p l i c a t i o n o f o ld - fash ioned p r a c t i c a l i t y , t h e
Lake Rd. ( b e f o r e i t was paved w i t h concrete) , was c o v e r e d w i t h l a k e g r a v e l
drawn f r o m t h e beaches b y fa rmers w i t h h o r s e and dump t r u c k s b o r r o w e d f r o m t h e
highway depar tment . One of t hose wagons, donated by t h e P f e i f f e r Co . , now sets
e n the Wilson Museum g r e u n d s .

W i l s o n ' s fi r s t h ighway super in tendant was " C h i c k " W i l s o n and he was f o l l o w e d
by Ed Toenniessen. W i l l i a m R o h r i n g s e r v e d f r o m 1920 to 1925; Rudolph V o l l s
from 1916 to 1927; George Upton f r o m 1928 to 1935; F r e d Barnum f r o m 1936 to19473 A r t h u r Zas t row f r o m 1948 to 1949; and R a l p h Evans f rom 1950 to 1955. Lee

‘Farquharson h a s s e r v e d o v e r 2 0 y e a r s a s h i g h w a y S u p e r i n t e n d e n t f r o m 1956 t e
“ t h e p resen t t i m e .

A f a r c r y f rom t h e “Pa thmas te r " o f t h e e a r l y 1900 ' s , Wilson now has a
medern, w e l l equipped highway department making i t p o s s i b l e to cope w i t h t h e

‘ increasing needs o f modern day l i v i n g - - e v e n emergencies l i k e t h e B l i z z a r a '77.
RKEREEKREKLKEAHRREEE

( A " t h a n k y o ut o Whi tney Barnum a n d M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r f o r t h e above i t e m )
KERSFRAEKRKEKREBHE

IN MEMORIAMs The S o c i e t y e x t e n d s i t s condolences to t h e f a m i l y of G r a c e A.
K r o n e n b e r g ,wife o f Supreme Cour t Jus t i ce Frank J . Kronenberg . She was 4 men‑

. b e r of t h e F i r s t Presbyter ian Church ef L e c k p e r t and a c t i v e in community
a f f a i r s f e r many y e a r s . M r s . K r o n e n b e r g j e i ned t h e Wi lson S o c i e t y i n 1975 and

Became a L i f e Member in May, 1976.
SEHEGERELREREEERE

' NEWMEMBERS: The S e c i e t y welcemes twe new members, M r s . Dunning (He len
S i n g e r ) I d l e of Mary land , and Mre. M.P. B a i l e y ef Canandaigua, N . Y.

HEEEEREREREREERE



STAY WITH I T : B e t t y S t i m s o n w ishes to remind eve ryone to keep t h a t used
g l a s s coming i n . Yo u d o n ' t h a v e t o remove t h e l a b e l s , b u t b o t t l e t o p s o r o t h e r
m e t a l s h o u l d be removed.

H R MHAH KEE
MUSEUM DISPLAY: " D e c o r a t i n g w i t h y o u r a n t i q u e s " w i l l b e t h e theme f o r S e p =

t e m b e r , Members a r e asked t o b r i n g i t e m s t o d i s p l a y a t t h e museum, S a t u r d a y
m o r n i n g , September 3 r d , at 10 o ' c l o c k . Hos tesses in c h a r g e f o r t h e month ares
S e p ' t . 4 t h , Z l l a Mae and E d P e t e r s ; S e p ’ t . 1 i t h , sara a n d Fred Berry; S e p ' t .
18 th , M i l l i e and Te d To n s b e r y ; and S e p ' t . 4 t h , M a r i o n and "Chuck Campbel l .

The museum committee h a s decided to h a v e a “Museum C l e a n i n g Day" on t h e 2nd
“ednesday o f each month. P l e a s e mark y o u r c a l e n d a r s . T h i s i s a chanee f o r e v e r y
one t o g e t i n v o l v e d . Remember, many hands make l i g h t w o r k .

H H H H M A S E H R

MEETINGS: T r u s t e e s w i l l meet Wednesday, September 14th in t h e museum at
8:00 o ' c l o c k . R e g u l a r m e e t i n g w i l l be Monday e v e n i n g , September 1 9 t h , in t h e
museum a t 7:30 o'clock. P r o g r a m w i l l b e " Va c a t i o n Echoes": Hostesses a r e
Gwenn W r i g h t , D o r a Jakeman, and G a r n e t t e U p t o n .

HRKAMRRHHHEMRRHKAGH
THE GENEALCGICAL COMM. h a s s u g g e s t e d t h a t “ s o u r c e s of i n f o r m a t i o n " be i n ‑

c l u d e d when fi l l i n g o u t F a m i l y T r e e f o r m s ( s u c h a s f a m i l y b i b l e , books , e t c . )
I f y o u h a v e a l r e a d y fi l l e d one c u t a n d t u r n e d i t i n , y o u may add t h i s m a t e r i a l
b y c o n t a c t i n g D o r o t h y L o r t

HH HE EE SE He EE HE HE ae SE EE

ACQUISITIONS: M r s . James S t e p h e n , p y r a l i n b u t t o n hook h a n d l e ; Perne K e n t ,
Records, P r o g r a n s , ¢ L i s t s o f W i l s o n g r a d u a t e s ; Rex S t a c y s , Webster D i c t i o n ‑
a r y and Miagara H i s t c r i e s (1921-1921) ; N e t t i e S t i m s o n , 2 f ramed p i c t u r e s f r o m
N i a g . Co . H i s t o r y b o o k ; cenn ie P i g a l o w, 6 p o s t c a r d views o f w i l s o n ; F a m i l y e f
O l i v e W i l s o n , 8 \ i i l s o n H i g h Yearbooks , 6 o l d p i c t u r e albums, & 2 3 v a l e n t i n e s }
Norman & S h i r l e y M o o r e , D r e s s , c o a t , c h i l d ' s d ress , shaw l , paraso l ,beaded cape &
m i t t s ; Joe H i g g i n s , “ T h e Rook o f P l e a s u r e s " (1850) ; BPW, 1954 C h a r t e r & s m a l l
g r e e n fl a g ; C a r r i e ERiddleman, H o l y B i b l e ; D o r o t h y T h i l k , “ P i c t u r e s q u e Amer i ca " ,
V o l I & I I ; F l o rence Jacobs , 14 a s s o r t e d v iews o f W i l s o n and Depo t ; F r e d and
S a r a B e r r y , 4 6 s t a r American F l a g ; E l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l , L e a t h e r case f o r r a i l ‑
r o a d t i c k e t s owned b y D r . Cramton 's w i f e , R a c h e l ; Zelma S c h r a d e r, 3 d a g u e r r e o ‑
t ypes ; Ru th Ga le , Embroidered s i l k shawl worn by h e r in 19103 U s t a t e of Bessie
C. Bartholomew ( v i a D r . and M r s . A . E . Fe r i ng ton ) 1875 woolen hooked r u g . The
wool was ga the red by a ‘ l i l s o n f a m i l y , sheared , washed, t r e a t e d , dyed , and spun
o n a home loom. A swan woven i n t o i t i s a s y m b d % O Tthe f a m i l y ' s home area i n
E n g l a n d ; Welissa M o l l o s k y, memorabi l ia f r o m C p l . John F. Webster of C i v i l War
B a t t e r y ! fame. I n c l u d e d a r e commemorative badge of t h e G e t t y s b u r g ve te ran and
c e r t i fi c a t e s showing him t o have been a c h a r t e r member o f P e t e r A . P o r t e r Pos t
o f Wi lson , G . A . R . , member o f A lpha P h i S o c i e t y, Wilson C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e ,
g r a d u a t e of N i a g a r a F a l l s Business C o l l e g e , and 1860 Teaching Cert ificates
Edna Goodr ich, “ h i r l y g i g " s tand ing ove r 6 ° t a l l . Cc togan shape top turns o n
square base l i k e a “ l a z y susan" . Many " p i e - c u t " shaped drawers were used t ostore v a r i o u s t ypes o f n u t s , b o l t s , washe rs , e t c u s e d in ha rdwa re s t o r e s .

H H K R E M H E R K A R H E K E
LOOKING BACK: Abou t 2 0 y e a r s a g o , June 14, 1957, t o b e exac t , g r o u n d - b r e a k ‑

i n g ceremonies t o o k p l a c e f o r t h e I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane. S e v e r a l
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y members p a r t i c i p a t e d a s members o f t h e Board, Norman
L u f f , Rex S t a c y , and S t a n l e y B o r n g r a e b e r (deceased). D r . A rgue was a member o f \
t h e s t a f f a n d C h i e f of S ta f f in 1960.......about t h e same t i m e , G a r y F i t c h
was t h e W i l s o n S c h o o l a r e a Community Ambassador r e p r e s e n t i n g Wi lsgn i n Bombay,
I n d i a . The week b e f o r e he l e f t a s p e c i a l s t u d e n t day observance was h e l d at
E x l e y Method is t Church a t wh ich P a u l S t imson ushered . O t h e r s t a k i n g p a r t t h a t
day were Jean Goodr ich, Susan A r g u e , A u d r e y C o l e , Susan F r e e r , Judy B e r r y ,
Dan A l b r i g h t , and Cam Dean.

HHEEKRUCHKKEHEKRHKE

ALONZO P. SWICK w i l l be remembered as one of W i l s o n ' s b e s t kmown f r u i t
g r o w e r s . H e was t h e son o f C . E d g a r S w i c k a n d A l i c e M . Dobbs, b o t h o f Wi lson,
a n d h e g r a d u a t e d f r o m W i l s o n H i g h S c h o o l . H e l a t e r a t t e n d e d C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y .
" L o n " , a s h e was known t o e v e r y o n e , m a r r i e d F l o r e n c e “ Ye b s t e r o f D a n i e l ' s R d . ,
d a u g h t e r o f Eugene ‘ l e b s t e r o f W i l s o n a n d E l l a M . Raymond o f Cambria. She a l s o
g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wi l son H i g h a n d a t t e n d e d Te a c h e r ' s T r a i n i n g C l a s s . She i s p r e s ‑
e n t l y a member o f t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y .

M r . S w i c k farmed at h i s E a s t L a k e R d . home f o r most o f h i s l i f e and h e l d
many p rominen t p o s i t i o n s in connec t i on w i t h h i s occupa t i on . He was V i c e - P r e s ,
o f t h e N i a g . F r o n t i e r G r o w e r s M a r k e t , I n c . o f B u f f a l o , and an Extens ion S e r v i c e
Commit teeman, He was a l s o P r e s . of t h e N i a g . C o . Peach Growers Assoc . , and
P r e s . o f t h e N i a g . C. Farm Bureau, Home Bureau, a n d 4H C l u b Assoc. He was a
l e a d e r i n t h e i s t B a p t i s t Church o f Wi lson a n d v e r y a c t i v e i n c i v i c a f f a i r s .
H e was P r e s . o f t h e L i o n ' s C l u b , c l e r k o f t h e Zon ing Board , and Town J u s t i c e
o f the Peace f o r many y e a r s . I n a d d i t i o n h e was a r e a l e s t a t e b r o k e r andd i e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r g e t t i n g t h e Mar ine M i d l a n d Bank t o open a b r a n c h i n

i l s o n .
When t h e Swicks c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r g o l d e n wedding i n 1958 t h e y h a d 1 3 g r a n d ‑

ch i l d ren . They had t h r e e c h i l d r e n , M r s . F rances D i e z , Mrse L u c i l l e Upton, and
Rona ld Swick . A r e c o r d of t h e descendents o f t h i s prominent Wi lson f a m i l y
should be on fi l e in t h e Wi l son museum.
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PCRMSR VITSONIAN: A r e c e n t communication f rom K i r a Yarsten o o d r u f f of
Nachias, " . ¥ . , b r i n g s back some fone reco l lec t ions o f h e r g r a n d f a t h e r, C t t o
Lampe, who, f o r many y e a r s o p e r a t e d t h e o l d ceun t ry s tere at Steckwell's C e r ‑
ners . Bessie, K i r a ' s mother, marr ied Arnold Karsten, and up to t h e t i m e of
h e r t r a g i c demise t h e e l d s t e r e fleurished w i t h a Lampe behind t h e ceunter
f e r th ree Senerat ions. O t t was a c o n g e n i a l , g e e d - h e a r t e d s e u l , b u t he a l s e
ceu ld h e l d h i s ewn i n a g e e d a r g u e m e n t . W e r e c a l l t h a t h i s p e t "peeve" was
abeut p e e p l e whe r a n b i l i s u p a t h i s s t e r e when t h e y were e u t e f werk , b u t
ence back t e work , weuld l o e k t h e o t h e r way when p a s s i n g b y and s e e i n g him
s i t t i n g e n t h e f r e n t p e r c h . W e s t i l l r e c a l l t h e p l e a s u r e e f d r i v i n g e u r medel
A Ferd up te h i g @as pump, handing h i m a d e l l a r b i l l and s a y i n g , " fi l l ‘ e r u p ” .

Feur ef K i r a ' s gerandparents s p e n t n e a r l y a l l t h e i r l i v e s at Steckwell's
Cerners. He r fa the r ' s f a m i l y , t h e Karstens, came frem Germany in 1891 a n d t h e
Heubners came te Niagara Ceunty frem Prussia in 1843. Her g r e a t g rand fa the r,
Augustus, s t a r t e d t h e Lampe store(later Karstens), and he marr ied Marie Meiers
at Wilsen in 1861. The f a m i l y l i n e ef K i r a ' s grandmether, Grace Halstead, dates
back te Abraham Halstead whe was bern in 1570 and l i v e d in Yorkshire, England.

K i r a ' s husband, Jim Weedruff, g r e w up at a grecery s tere in West Va l l e y.
New t h a t h i s f e l k s are r e t i r e d h e i s b u i l d i n g a new stere f e r deg s u p p l i e s and
s p e r t i n g g e e d s . K i r a w r i t e s , " I ' l l b e t ‘my’Dad weuld have l i k e d t h a t k i n d e f

- s t e r e . ” ( N e t e : The Vi lsen museum h a sa framed phetegraph ef t h e Lampe stere
and heme as it leeked in t h e e a r l y 1900's. It was denated by Myra Karsten, new
Mrs. Raymend Pease ef Leckpert, )

* # * t * * * * *% *
HAVE YCU NOTICED? Beb Rese is beginning te preve t h a t act iens speak leuder

than werds. A l l t h e e l d p lyweed s i d i n g is new e f f t h e cabeese and seme ef t h e
ho les have been n e a t l y p a t c h e d . I f anyene has been depressed by eur " s l e w
meving f r e i g h t ” , n e w ' s a g e e d t i m e t e ve lun teer t e h e l p Beb t u r n t h e l eng - t ime
eyesere i n t e a p leas ing museum a t t r a c t i o n . Weunderstand Beb weuld l i k e t e
g e t a cea t e f p a i n t en i t be fe re w i n t e r se ts i n . f

* * % * * * * * * *
GLASS RECYCLING: The cempany at Breckper t t u rned dewn a n o t h e r trucklead ef

g l a s s because e f m e t a l r i n g s which seme p e e p l e a p p a r e n t l y d i d n ' t remeve frem
t h e i r discarded b e t t l e s . Maxine and B i l l Jenes a r e r e g r e t f u l l y C les ing dewn
t h e e p e r a t i e n which t h e y ' v e cenducted a t t h e i r heme f e r s e v e r a l y e a r s . The
Seciety is l e s i n g a g e e d seurce ef inceme and a r e indebéed te t h e Jenen fami ly
f e r a l l t h e werk t h e y d i d . We a l s e w ish te thank B e t t y Stimsen and D i c k Reppen‑
t i n e whe d i d s e much t e make t h e p r e j e c t a s u c c e s s ,

* * * * * * * * * *
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT: Frances M. Lardy p a i d h e r e l d heme tewn ef Wilgsen

a v i s i t l a s t June. She r e c e n t l y w r e t e : "I was amazed at t h e develepment made
a t t h e museum. What a wender fu l a s s e t te t h e tewn and v i l l a g e ! The peep le
sheuld b e p r e u d e f i t . I t shews t h e g r e a t c e - e p e r a t i e n D r . Argue has had, and
hew h a r d everyene has worked. " Frances h a s a l s e sen t an e l d Leckper t b e t t l e
as a denatien te t h e museum.

* * * * * * * * * *
SOUVENIR MYSTERY: B i l l a n d C a r e l S m i t h have denated a m y s t e r i e u s g l a s s p i p e

t e t h e museum t h a t t h e y a c q u i r e d a t a " fl e a marke t " a t Be l fas t . The t h i c k
g l a s s p i p e is abeut s i x inches l e n g w i t h a 24 i n c h h e l l e w b e w l , There is a
hand-pain ted erange fl e w e r w i t h g r e e n leaves en t h e s i d e , and "seuvenir ef
Wilsen, N . Y. " l e t t e r e d en ene end. I t weu ld be in te res t i ng i f anyene c e u l d
i d e n t i f y when t h i s i t e m was a v a i l a b l e i n Wilsen e r t h e vender whe s e l d i t .

* * * * * * * * * *
THUMBNAIL SKETCH: M r s . H a r r y ( F l e r e n c e P a r t i n g t e n ) P e r t e r , New Brunswick,

N . J . , was bern in Manchester,England. She came te Wilsen in 1920 when h e r f a ‑
ther, " 'Rev. Wm. P a r t i n g t e n , was p a s t e r of E x l e y Church. She at tended Syracuse
Univers i ty and was a music teacher. She a t t e n d s t h e EpiscepalChurch, is a mem‑
b e r e f Sigma A l p h a Te t a , AAUW, Sigma Kappa, a n d Wilsen S e c i e t y. The Per te rs
have twe chi ldren,Harry & Randal l , a l s e f e u r g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

* * * * * * * * * *
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IN MEMORIAM: W i l f r e d H. Moody,86, was b o r n in Wi lson in 1890 and d i e d at
Hamden, Conn. r e c e n t l y . H e was t h e son o f t h e l a t e A l f r e d and E v e l y n P e t t i t
Moody, and g r a d u a t e d f rom Wi lson H i g h S c h o o l a n d S y r a c u s e U n i v e r s i t y . H i s e n ‑
t i r e career was spent a s a n educa to r and h e r e t i r e d a s P r i n c i p a l o f Hamden
H i g h School i n 1957. M r . Moody was a l i f e Member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c .
and, i n add i t i on to g i v i n g t h e S o c i e t y a mus i c i an ' s sword worn by h i s g r a n d ‑
f a t h e r in t h e C i v i l War, gave t h e b e a u t i f u l chande l i e r i n t h e o l d depot w a i t ‑
i n g room as a memorial to h i s mother and f a t h e r . The S o c i e t y ex tends i t s con ‑
dolences t o t h e members o f h i s f a m i l y a n d t o h i s o n l y s u r v i v i n g s i s t e r , M r s .
M i ld red Moody E a k i n of Lakeland, F l o r i d a .* * # * * % * * * *

MUSEUM EXHIBIT: The theme f o r O c t o b e r and November w i l l be “Harvest ing at
home and o n t h e f a r m " . John G o o d r i c h a n d Rex S t a c y w i l l g e t t h e d i s p l a y r e a d y
and would a p p r e c i a t e c a l l s f rom anyone who m i g h t have i t ems t h e y can u s e .

Hostesses f o r Sunday a f te rnoons f rom 2 to 4 w i l l b e : O c t . 2nd, Frances and
S h e r y l Brown; O c t . 9 t h , John and Jean A r g u e ; O c t . 16th, "Chuck" and Marion
Campbel l ; C c t . 21s t , Mabel and M a r g a r e t W i l son ; O c t . 3 0 t h , Bob and Edna Rose.* * * * % * * * *

JOINS COMMITTEE: M r s . Do ro thy L innabe ry h a s j o i n e d t h e Pub l i ca t i ons Comnm.,
and w i l l assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r p u b l i c i t y i n l o c a l newspapers, r a d i o , o r
t e l e v i s i o n . Please phone o r g i v e a l l n o t i c e s d i r e c t l y t o h e r .* * * * + * * * * +

ROMANTIC HIGHWAY: I n t h e e a r l y 1800 's , Route 104 was t h e o n l y n a v i g a b l e
r o a d i n t o t h e N i a g a r a wi lderness, a n d t h e s e c t i o n f r o m Warrens Corners to Lew ‑
i s t o n was p a r t o f t h e famous “Lewis ton T r a i l ” . When t h e r o a d was p a v e d in 1915
i t was considered an eng inee r i ng masterp iece and because o f i t scos t , c a l l e d
“The M i l l i o n D o l l a r H ighway. " (a s t a g g e r i n g amount b e f o r e t h e days of "Amos and
Andy") In 1935, in an e f f o r t to p u b l i c i z e N i a g a r a F a l l s as t h e “Honeymoon
C i t y ” , an at tempt was made to name t h e r o a d t h e “Honeymoon T r a i l " , and s i g n s
w i t h two r e d h e a r t s p i e r c e d b y a n a r r o w were p l a c e d a l o n g i t between N i a g a r a
F a l l s and Rochester. The p r o m o t i o n d i d n ' t l a s t l o n g so t o d a y t h e a r e a ' s most
“Romantic Highway" is s i m p l y r e f e r r e d to ag The Ridge or Rou te 104,

+ + * * * * * * * *
PROGRESSING: D r . John Argue a n d y o u r e d i t o r h a d t h e h o n o r and p l e a s u r e of

a t t e n d i n g t h e fi r s t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l meet ing o f t h e Newfane H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y.
We have watched t h i s a c t i v e group expand i t s i n fl u e n c e i n t h e community u n d e r
t h e s k i l l f u l gu idance o f Jeanne Vo e p e l , Judson Heck, Sue McNight and others i n ‑
c l u d i n g G i l b e r t H a r t l e y, Peggy Ches ty, Mar ion G i f f o r d , and Paul ine Gooding.
The annual “Apple Blossom F e s t i v a l ” i n May has p r o v e d t o b e a welcome commun‑
i t y a t t r a c t i o n and now, w i t h t h e recen t a c q u i s i t i o n o f t h e H r v o l home, West
Creek R d . , f o r use as a museum, we may ant ic ipa te g r e a t p r o g r e s s in t h e f u t u r e
f o r t h e Newfane S o c i e t y. .

*

* * * * * * * *+* *

LOOKING BACK: If y o u ' d l i v e d in Wilson in 1895 y o u ' d have known t h a t Timothy
Wilson was manager of Lake I s l a n d P a r k ; t h e side-wheeler, “Garden C i t y ” made
r e g u l a r runs to Toronto; a boy c o u l d buy 5 packs of firecrackers f o r a d o l l a r ;
0 . 5 . McChesney s o l d h i s d r u g s t o r e to Norman F. K e c k ; t h e r e were two doc to r s ,
D r . W.L. D r a p e r and D r . F. U . G a s k i l l ; W.E. G i f f o r d was s e l l i n g “ t h e b e s t c o a l
i n t o w n " ; George K i n g was making s u i t s t o o r d e r a t h i s shop o n Wi lcox S t . ; and
t h e C l a r k Pros . o f f e r e d fi r s t c l a s s turnouts f rom t h e i r l i v e r y s t a b l e .* * * * * * * * * *

WEDNESDAY, October 12 th , is CLEAN-UP DAY AT THE MUSEUM. C a l l B e t t y St imson.
* * * * * * * * *% *

ORNAMENTS: T h i s y e a r ' s p r o j e c t to make hand-made Chr i s tmas t r e e ornaments
w i l l f e a t u r e two c a t e g o r i e s ; o l d fash ioned ones made f r o m n a t u r a l m a t e r i a l s
such a s n u t s , flowe rs , b e r r i e s , c o r n e t c , and t h o s e f o l l o w i n g a r a i l r o a d theme
which m i g h t inc lude min ia tu re d e p o t s , b e l l s , e n g i n e s , c a r s , l a n t e r n s e t c . A l l
ornaments may be t u r n e d in at t h e N o v. 2 1 s t m e e t i n g or a n y Sunday a f te rnoon
p r i o r to t h e n . A l l ornaments w i l l have t h e name of donor a t t a c h e d and y e a r , and
become a permanent p a r t o f t h e S o c i e t y ’ s c o l l e c t i o n . P l e a s e phone D o r o t h y
Linnabery f o r f u r t h e r informat ion. (751-6567)* * * * * * * * * * .

MEETINGS: The Trustees w i l l meet at t h e museum O c t . 1 2 t h at 8 PM. R e g u l a r
mee t i ng w i l l be a t t h e museum O c t . 17 th a t 7:30 PM. Prog ram w i l l be a s l i d e
p r e s e n t a t i o n b y Warren H a r r i n g t o n o n a t r i p t o A u s t r a l i a . Refreshments w i l l b e
S e r v e d by Sara B e r r y , E s t h e r Albr ight, a n d E r n e s t i n e Wa l p o l e .

* * % * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS: The S o c i e t y welcomes M r . a n d M r s R o b e r t ( M i l d r e d G a s k i l l )

Treacy o f C h i o , and Mrs . Doro tha G a s k i l l Weaver o f S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F l a . There
a r e now 360 a c t i v e members i n t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y .

+ * * * * * * * * *
L IFE MEMBER: M a r t h a L. M a c A s k i l l has been g i v e n a L i f e Membership in t h e

Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y b y h e r husband, Norm. What a n i c e way t o s u r p r i s e
t h a t "someone s p e c i a l ” in y o u r l i f e .

% * * * * Cd * * *
BON MOT: The computer i s a g r e a t i nven t i on . There a r e j u s t as many

mistakes b u t t h e y a r e nobody ' s f a u l t .* + * * * & * * *



Oitam Historical Bocietp
Wilson, new york 14172
NEWSLETTER

DONALD W. CROOP. Editor

Nov. 1977 Vol 6 No.11

END OF AN ERA« The State Dept, of Transportation has announced plans’to
abandon restoration of the "Hojack" line from Niagara Falls to Wilson. The 100
year old railroad has served the farmers and business communities well along
the lake, but there will probably be few tears shed over her demise. During
the past four years we have compiled much information about the line as it re­
lated to Wilson. We are putting this material in the Newsletter so that even
though the old railroad is being "laid to rest", her past accomplishments will
be on record and preserved for the future.********

THE "HOJACK": The Lake Ontario Shore Railroad (HojackLine), was organized
in the spring of 1870. In October, the same year, local directors included
Reuben F. Wilson,Wilsonj Joseph Fowler, Ransomville; Oliver Scovell, Lewiston;
and Burt Van Home of Newfane. Towns along the proposed route were bonded to
aid the undertaking, Somerset $90,000; Newfane,$88,000; Wilson $117,000; and
Lewiston $152,000. Hezikiah Seeley, William Hamblin, and James Hopkins were
appointed R.R. Commissioners at Wilson, and issued bonds at 7% interest with
some principal payable annually.

The builders faced a big task because from the outset the railroad really
wasn't needed. There were no large cities along the rim of the lake, and Roch­
ester had been by-passed when the road was surveyed through Charlotte. The
agricultural lands it was to pass through were good, but it wasn't believed
there was enough produce to justify the road—especially since the N.Y.Central
would parallel it 10 miles to the south. Construction became a long and hard
job, and work stopped for a while 18 miles west of Oswego. When operations re­
sumed, a stretch of track was finally laid 51 miles further west to Ontario.
Here work stopped again, but promoters raised more financial backing in Roch­
ester, and the road was pushed through to Kendall in 1875. At the time it was
an insignificant little railroad with two second hand locomotives, two passen­
ger cars, and about 50-60 freight cars. The old Lake Ontario Shore-Railroad
was destined never to reach Wilson. In early 1876 it was sold on the block at
Oswego to the Rome, Watertown, and Ogdensburg line for 73 cents on the dollar
of its bonded indebtedness.

The R.W.& 0. immediately extended the tracks from Kendall to Lewiston where
it was hoped to span the Niagara River. This project failed in the planning.
The first passenger train passed through Wilson on June 12, 1876, but after
the line was completed, the R.W.& 0. came upon hard times and barely escaped
going into receivership. Two expensive bridges had been built over the Oswego
and Genesee rivers, and the bridge at Burt was considered an outstanding piece
of construction for the time—390' long and 78' along the water’s edge. In
1883 a re-organization was accomplished when Charles Parsons acquired control
of the railroad's stock. He hired Henry Britton, a brilliant operator, to help
him and together they proceeded to make the R.W.& C. a prosperous railroad.

The line was extended from Charlotte into the heart of Rochester in 1887
with freight and passenger terminals near the famous "four corners". Plans-
were made to do the same at Buffalo. Rails were re-laid, operational details
perfected, bridges reconstructed, and new rolling stock acquired. The combin­
ation of Parsons and Britton became a great constructive force, promoting the
R.W.& 0. in every way possible.
r The New York Central was not unaware of the railroad's success, and banking
interests brought the Vanderbilts and the Parsons together. On March 14, 1891,
an announcement was sent out by the R.W.& 0. management that the entire road
and property of the company had been leased by the New York Central, Thus did
the R.W.& 0. go out of existence, however, the time honored name was retained
for a number of years on time tables and advertising literature. Only N.Y.C.&
H.R. was enblazoned on all new cars or locomotives released from New York
Central paint shops. **********

BON MOT: Life is what happens when we are making other plans.**********



JOHN G. GOODRICH, a native of Newfields, New Hampshire, obtained his early
education at Exeter High School and received his B.S. at the University of
New Hampshire. He later obtained his Master's degree at Cornell. His father,
Fred G. Goodrich, came from Maine where he was a carpenter. His mother,
Mabelle, lived in New Hampshire where her family originated.

John became Niagara County Agent in charge of fruit and served in that
position for 14- years. He was one of Niagara's top fruit growers at his Lake
road home to his retirement. Always community minded, he is active in Exley
United Methodist Church, Chairman of the Wilson Town Zoning Appeals Board,
Niag. Co. Farm Bureau, Niag. Co. Extension, N.Y. Horticultural Soc., and
Wilson Historical Society.

He married Marion Downes of Lockport at Emmanuel Methodist Church,Lockport,
in 1936. Mrs. Goodrich was a teacher at Lockport High School and received her
B.S. at the N.Y.S. College for Teachers at Albany. She also substituted at
Newfane and Wilson Central schools. Marion is also an active member of Exley
United Methodist Church, Wilson Historical Society, Niag. Co. Womens Comm, of
the Farm Bureau, and Women for the Survival of Agriculture. Her father, a den­
tist, was Dr. Chester R. Downes of Lockport. He was bom at Florence, N.Y. and
of English descent. Her mother, Olive Pickering, was bom in Toronto and her
family was of Canadian origin.

The Goodriches have three children, Mrs. Jean Patchin, Dr. Philip Goodrich,
and Dr. Barbara Phillips. They are also the proud grandparents of Peter and
Wendy Goodrich. **********

IN MEMORIAE: John C. Parker, 60, charter member of the Wilson Historical
Society, died recently at his home on T.ower Mountain road. John was an Air
Force veteran of World War II, and later retired from the tool and die trade
to start up his own ceramic and printing business. He published the Society's
monthly Newsletter as well as producing all the ceramics and booklets that
were sold. We worked closely with John during the past five years and will
miss him, not only as an important member of the Publications Committee, but
as a kind, generous, and thoughtful friend.**********

T.IFE MEMBER; Cleo Anne Crawford Salerno of Walnut Creek,California, has
been given a Life Membership in the Society by her mother, Mrs. Bessie Craw­
ford of Wilson and Florida. Seventeen members have now had their names en­
graved on brass plates and attached to the beautiful wooden plaque which has
been hung on the north wall of the Patterson Room.

The Society also welcomes Rev. and Mrs. Rae L. Brothers of Wilson, who
bring the total membership to 369 persons.**********

CLEAN-UPt Wednesday, Nov. 9th, 9AM. Call Betty Stimson for information.**********
MEETINGS: Trustees, Nov. 16th, 8PM at museum: Regular Meeting, Nov. 21st,

7:30 PM at museum. Program, Tree trimming (and don't forget those hand-made
ornaments) Refreshment hostesses are Helen Borngraeber, Marie Getman and Marge
Goodman. John Tracy, son of Ken & Dot Tracy, will give a pottery demonstration.

Sunday afternoon hostesses are as follows: Nov. 6th, Mrs. Tom Sharpe and
Tom Sharpe III 1 Nov. 13th, Ruth and Bob Thomas; Nov. 20th, John and Marion
Goodrich; and Nov. 27th, Helen Borngraeber.**********

VISITORS: Cct. 8th, about 60 members of the Soc. of Architectural Histor­
ians, of Buffalo, guided by Teresa Lasher of Niagara Falls. Lois Jennings and
Millie Croop served as hostesses for this special Saturday group.**********

COMMUNITY COLLEGE WEEK: Wilson was one of nine Niagara Co. Historical
groups to enter a display at the college, Oct. 16th., from one to five. In
our opinion,the Wilson railroad dxhibit was an "eye-catcher" with Somerset
playing a close second. Thank you, Dorothy Thilk and Nettie Stimson, for
your time and talent. **********

SPECIAL EXHIBIT: The Library Comm, will put up a special display in the
Patterson Room during Nov. & Dec. that will feature materials received from
the N.Y.S. Bicentennial Commission on the 3 stages of life and change in N.Y.S.
pver the past 200 yrs. The exhibit will contain reproductions of important
State documents & scenes of historic interest. It is hoped that~local teachers
will arrange for class room visits.

**********
HELP!: The Ways & Means Comm, wants to have postcards made up showing local

Wilson scenes such as the harbor. Please bring your good photos to Nov. meeting**********
DAKE SALE: Annual Lake Sale will be held on Election Day atarting at 10AM.

Please bring your baked-goods donations to either the Water District Building
or the "’ilson Town Hall. Contact Lois Barnum for further information.***** **** *

RENCVATICN: Art Schnoor needs help. He is willing to work Saturdays but
can't do everything alone. Call him at (751-6373) and let him know when he can
count on you. Do you remember the old English Proverb about "the straw that
broke the camel's back?"
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THE "HCJACK" (part 2) The "White Mountain Express, made up at Chicago,
passed through Wilson mostly at night. On July 27, 1883, the high-speed train
left Niagara Falls at 7:30 PM—20 minutes late. It was hauled by two locomo­
tives and was made up of a baggage car, day coach, and nine sleepers. As it
roared eastward, a strong wind off Lake Ontario dislodged a freight car from
a, siding at Carylon, about 30 miles west of Charlotte. The "White Mountain"
crashed into it and was de-railed. Poth engineer and fireman were killed, and
the wreckage caught fire resulting in 17 lives lost and 40 seriously injured.
Another famous train, the "Wabash", also made up at Chicago, sometimes passed
over the R.W.& 0. tracks through Wilson to Oswego. This train was also on a
fast schedule, but like many local trains, had little reputation for adhering
to it.

A story was told of a "drummer" who, when buying a ticket for Charlotte,
asked the ticket agent hovz late his train would be. He was astonished when
the agent replied, "On Time", because such a thing was quite rare.

"How come its on time?" the traveler asked in amazement.
"Ch, this is yesterday's train, responded the agent, "She's just twenty

four hours late!" - • •>
In 1885, five trains operated for passenger service in each direction.There

was through sleeping car service via Watertown to New York City. There also
was through sleeping car service from Niagara Falls to Portland, Maine. That
train passed through Watertown at 4AM, arrived at Fabyan, New Hampshire at
4s28PM, and reached Portland at 8t25 PM.

In 1888 the R.W.& 0. had regained its^status as a profitable road. It then
had 91 locomotives, 91 passenger cars, 48 baggage, mail, and express cars,
and 2,302- miscellaneous freight cars. When the New York Central took control
in 1891 the Lake Shore Railroad really came into its own. Now the greatest
fruit industry in the United States was growing along its rails, and even the
great and powerful New York Central sometimes found itself hard pressed to
find equipment enough to handle the large amount of apples, peaches, and
pears that were grown and shipped from Ontario’s southern shore.
Many people have wondered why the railroad became known as the "Hojack". As

the story goes, Jack Welch, a farmer, was one of the line's early engineers.
He was so used to driving a team of horses that everytime he approached a
station he'd holler "whoa" at the engine. Because of Jack it is said that the
railroad was jokingly referred to as the "whoa Jack" and later "Hojack" line.
Another early engineer was William Secor of the Brayley Road, Wilson.

The first station at Wilson was probably built about 1876-77. That depot
may have burned down after the Farmer's Picnics started in 1891, if we car.
believe this quotation from an old newspaper clipping describing an excursion
from Sanborn to the Wilson picnic. "We pull into Wilson. No Depot, no freight
house, no nothing. A car on a siding does the express business. Someone saved ~
the sign "Wilson" from the fire and nailed it to the hand-car house."

In 1897, W.L. Dox took a picture of the Wilson Depot and reproduced it as
a picture postcard. It was this picture that Berne Kent sketched providing
the Society with a symbol to use on letterheads, ceramics, newsletters, etc.

That depot was enlarged by the New York Central in 1912-13 with a 30 foot
addition on the east end for a new waiting room. The freight house, baggage
room and ticket office were also enlarged, and a slate roof then put over the
entire complex. The beautiful brick walk was also built at that time.
When reading articles in the old "Wilson Star", one finds that even then

the United States Postoffice came in for its usual amount of criticism. A
letter received at Wilson on March, 1894, and mailed from Niagara Falls on
January 19, 1882, prompted the editor to comment, "We knew the R.W.& 0. is
slow, but this beats all records."**««««**
BON MOTi The older we grow, the more we realize that no one who is as

young as we are, is old. ********



MUSEUM ACQUISITIONSj John Swiger, tool box from Pierce-Arrow; Whit Barnum,
1976 Legislative Journal Report-Blizzard of ’77; Hazel Thilk, Frontier Star
(1956-58) & Suburban News (1965)1 Alice Nelson, 1st Day of issue stamp,"Battle
of Oriskany"1 Ruth Gale, steel'beaded purse; Cheryl Brown, articles of old
clothing) Frank Baker, Medal from St. Joseph’s Academy.Lockport, 1871; Frank
Bellinger, commemorative flag from Battle of Oriskany Bi-Cent. celebration;
Gertrude Kraatz, WW2 ration cards, Yearbooks, 1938, 1940, 1942; Zelma Schrader
long blue crepe dress with red beading; Helen Borngraeber, old photographs,
and Norman and Shirley Moore, collection of old clothing.********

UNUSUAL OCCUPATIONS! One would hardly expect tobacco to be grown in the
town of Wilson, yet it was an important crop on the farm of George K. Wright
in the late 1800’s, The leaf, tobacco was dried, made into "Wright" cigars,
boxed, and sold as far west as Michigan. Another unusual occupation was one
pursued by Timothy Wilson and a friend named Emerson. They cut bullrushes
which were used in the manufacture of whiskey barrels. According to Walter
Wilson, there was only one rush out of three that could be used. These were
cut in lengths 24" long, put in bundles, and retailed for about 300 each.
Town Historian, Dorothy Thilk, has learned that the rushes were shipped via
the "Hojack" to Paducah, Ky. One rush was placed between each stave of the
new whiskey barrel. ********
MUSEUM ACTIVITY! Ceiling strips have been nailed on giving the Patterson

Room a "Cape Cod" effect. Firing strip material was donated by Burt Jennings
and it has not gone unnoticed that Burt also replaced glass on a display case.
John Myers is busy finishing up the electrical lighting, and Art Sdnoor has
rehung the outside doors. Crash bars have been acquired and it’s hoped will
be installed soon. We can’t keep up with Art—everytime we think we have, he
has several more.jobs under way. Two years ago the Patterson Room was a dream,
today, thanks to all who volunteered their services, it’s a reality.********
CAN YOU HELP? The Society can use wooden wardrobes, display cabinets, sewing

forms, mannequins, wigs & wig forms, old shelving, tablecloths. Notify Lois
Jennings, Museum Chrm. if you have any you would donate. Lois, in co-operation
with the Library Comm., is doing a "bang-up" job in getting the museum organ­
ized. She is also organizing sub-committees to handle the many museum related
activities under her jurisdiction. ,. .******’**
PROGRAMSs-There was a fine turnout at the Nov. meeting,and with our new

—coal heater working the building was warm and cozy. The pottery demonstration
and talk by John Tracey was especially interesting, proving once again that
Wilson has more than its share of talented young people. You might be interest­
ed in visiting his Christmas Pottery’Show* at ^512 East Lake Road, Wilson, Sat. '
10-6 December 3rd, and Sun. 12-5 on December 4th.
The December 19th Christmas party will, like last years, give everyone a

chance to participate. Tables \yill be set up where you can "do your thing"and
will feature everything from making popcorn balls to decorating cookies and
having a taffy pull. Various craft tables will be set-up for making ornaments,
etc. There will.also bea Pinata demonstration by two Mexican exchange pupils.
Hostesses for the December meeting will be Marion Goodrich, Dianne Albright,
and Sue Cruickshank.

. The museum will be humming with the Christmas spirit all through December,
and will feature a toy and doll exhibit under the supervision of Peggy Ward.
.ftggy could fill the museum with her own fine collection, but hopes that other
members will call her and offer to share some of their cherished possessions.

Sunday afternoon hostesses will bei Dec. 4th, Lois and Whit Bamumj
Dec. 11th, Stuart and Ernie Walpole; Dec 18th. "Chuck" and Bernie Meiieftmith;
The museum will be closed on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th.********

RETIRED! Mr. Charles Boyer has retired as Curator of the Niagara Co. Hist.
Soc. Museum following 20 years of loyal, dedicated, hard work. His successor
will be Mr. John F. Krahling of Buffalo who received his B.A. from Canisius
in 1976. Mr. Boyer will continue to serve as Curator of the Col. Bond House
which is a monument to his competence.********

CLEAN-UP DAY: Wednesday, Dec. 14th at 9 AM. Please don’t expect to be asked.
Care of the museum, by necessity, is the responsibility of all local members.* *.* * * * * *

MISSING: John Myers isn't lost, but he says his two-section wood ladder is.
He thought perhaps, if someone borrowed it, they might return it to the mus­
eum. It seems wood ladders are better than aluminum for electrical work, and
John doesn’t want to "light up" like a Christmas tree-- even if it is the
Holiday Season. ********

MARKER: The Historical Sites Comm, is planning to place a marker near the
site where Rueben Wilson first landed and built a cabin in 1810.** ******
FOUND IN OLD WILSON SCHOOLBOOK: "Love is humbug, All things show it. Once

I thought so, now I know it!


