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LAKZE ISLAND FARK

Lake Island Park {later known as Tuscarora Park) was acquired in the late
1800's by ''. N. Farris and Dr. T. C. Yalton. Nr. Harrls managed the park
which consisted of about 100 acres of beautiful pine groves bordering Twelve
I'ile Creek, ¥e built a pavilion for dancing where lunches were served, and
there were also recreational areas including a ball park. The old Harris
boarding house (later Tugwell Cottage) became famous as "the place to go" for
summer vacations. 3tarting in 1891 the Farmer's Picnics attracted huge
crowds each year snd were held the last Saturday in July. The Picnics were
sponsored by the Niagara Co. Farmer's Assoc,, and thousands attended yearly.

Cne of the main attractions of those times were the frequent “Parade of
boats" held durine evening hours. - Boats of all sizés and shapes were trimmed
with Chinese lanterns, and the beauty of the occasion was enhanced by the
sound of soft music played on mandolins and guitars., In 1889 impressive cer-
esmcnies ware held when Luther Wilson, from a gaily decorated barge, poured
water into Twelve “ile Creek and re-christened it the Tuscarora River, The
river wvas so named because the source of the west branch started in the
Indian Reservation. _

A news item in Ruth Ztedman's scrapbook described Vilson as a pleasant
place for a summer .resort., The steamer "Eurydice" made regular irips from
Toronto, Can., and unloaded hundreds-f -Canadians at the park plers each
year. Cther Canadian steamers were the "Cambria" and the "Celumbus”. The
"folumbus" had 2 capacity of 600 passengers. Crowds of Youngstown residents
algo used to come to “ilson on barges where there was plenty of rocm for
dancint. A familiar small steamer of that day was “"The Annle F, Onen" which
used to tow the harges.

Cpening of the Rome, Vatertown, and Cgdensburg railroad in 1876 made it
possible for many vacationers to visit Wilson during the next 30 years. MNany
Pittsbure visitors came via the R, ¥. & 0. to spend their summers at the
Pittsburg Hotel on the "Island". A news item in the Wilson Star dated July 7,
1892 deseribed a ball game played before 400 Canadians and 5,000 residents of
nearby towns., It said that the "Niagara Falls Dolphins" defeated the "Toronto
Wilmots"by a score of five to three,

The. park was popular as a picnic area and included a water slide, bath
houses, boats, and merry-geround In 1899 Nr, Herris completed a 40x70 build-
ing called the Carden Opera House. It was said thet Mr, Harris catered to a
select clientele and allowed no liquor sales, Sabbath desecration, profanity,
or other bad conduct of any kind.

Around the years 1904-1909, when Rexford Tugwell attended school in Wilson,
boys could still make a dollar or two working for Mr,., Harris on special days
at what was fast becoming a deserted amusement park. Wilson started to de-
cline as a resort town after 1900 when the Lockport-Olcott trolley line was
built.

* * * * »* »* »* » » *

SURVEY PLARNNED: Miles S. Linnabery of Portales, New Mexico, is investiga-
ting the possibilities of doing an  Archeological survey thesis, using the
township of Wilson as a study area, The Board of Trustees has agreed to ask .
the membership to assist Miles to gain access to private properties where
such studies might be made. Anyone having knowledge of Indian artifacts in
the area or suggestions where information.might be cbteined, please call Mr,
and Mrs. George Linnabery, who are co-operating with their son so that he may
make a preliminary analysis, _

MR T T T T T S

ORNANENTS: Over 20 beautiful hand-made Bicentennial Christimas tree orna-
ments were turned in to the Society for display during the Holidays. Trustees
have agreed to make this an annuel event stressing old fashion hand-made ones.
Ornaments will be marked with donor's name and year and ugsed to decorate tree.

* * * * »* »* * »* * L ]
BON MOT: The trouble with doing something right the first time is that

nobtody eppreciates how difficult .it was. .
> # & % ¥ & & & 2 »
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MU$EUM ACQQISITIONS: Two truckloads of steel tables, chairs, electric type-
writers, filing cabinets, and miscellaneous assortment of fans, etec., were
donated to the Society by Western Electric of Buffale. The equipment was
picked up by Cllie Clark and Clark Stimson, and unloaded (with help from
Edgar Culverwell and Don Croop) at the museum and Exley Methodist Church.

Allan Decker gave the Society 3 magazined slides of Niagara Falls ('25-29)
} Navy Book, Postcards, 2 prints "The Bell's First Note", Satin wedding dress
a?d veil, Bridesmaid pink veil and headpiece, white baby booties, R.R. Car-
b}de Lantern, Time Clock, Railroad iron, R.R. red neckerchief, and 1869
Niagara County Directory.

The Fellowship Class of Exley Church gave a ceramic tile with sketch of
church on it . Tiles were used in conjunction with the 150th anniversary of
the founding of the Methodist Society in Wilson in 1826,

* +* * 3 * * * * »* ¥*

CAUTICN URGED:# There is no longer need to regulate lights from fuse box in
kitchenette area. Lights in Patterson Room may now be turned on by using
wall switches left of entranceway inside room. Someone turned off the furnace
and cellar lights early in December causing toilets and drains to freeze. New
sump pump is connected to line that controls EXIT lights. EXIT LIGHTS MUST
3% 1EPT CN AT ALL TIMES. It cost the Society over $200 last winter to repair
water damage to furnace and heater., Lets not let this happen again.

. 3 * % * % 3 * * * 3
PRCM THE "STAR": The editor of the "Star" must have had a rough week in 1899
zg he said, "The reason some people "lose their minds” is because they have
ziven a piece of their own so often, they have none left for themselves”,

i‘ay 2, 19%2% “Clay Parsons, born in Wilson in 1873, was the son of Sylves-
tor Parsons. His mother Was Luther Wilson's daughter, Domna. IMr. Parsons
founded the Parson's Drug. Co., and for many years managed the once famous
“erchant Gargling Cil Co, He was also a trustee of the Farmer's and lfechan-
ics Savings Bank at Lockport.

¥arch 27, 1958: “Surveying instruments used by Mr. Dox and Jessie Haner
in "Taying out Wilson", are in the Niag, Co. Hist, Soc., museum. These men
also surveyed sections of the Erie Canal, and two of VWilson's streets are
named after them,” -

4nd for those of you who were sick of winter before it officially arrived,
we quote a clipping from Hazel Thilk's scrapbook dated Feb. 16, 1893, "The
hlizzard of last Monday was the most sewvere to visit this section in years.
North and south roads require shoveling %n make them passable., The Wilson
stage was unable to make the trip to Bzs¥<wilson and Lockport Tuesday because
the rcads were blocked.” .

L T L
“THUNBNAIL SKETZE": lartha Stockwell Farvey was born in Wilson and is an
employee of Lockport Felt Div. of Carborundum. The Harveys have three ¢chil-
dren, William, Stephen, and Susan (Gillis), also 5 grandchildren, ilichael,
Peter, Lisa, Jason, and Tara., MNartha graduated from ¥Wilson Central in 1942,
and is Sec. of the Administrative Foard of Olcott United Nethodist Church.

* k] * * * * * * » L
LUSEUY EXHIZITS: The monthly museum exhibits have really been great. iie hope
our visitors (as well as members) realize that the museum committee has been
operating under difficult conditions. Remodeling causes disruptions and
makes their job much tougher. Many thanks to Peggy ancd her committee-a job
well done. ¥rs, Dorethy Thilk will have charge of the January exhibit which
will feature "Voodenware". HOSTESSES; Jan 2nd, Margaret and Roger Coocdmang
Jan. 9th, Lois and Burt Jennings: dJan. 16th, Marguerite and Joe Gelser;
Jan., 23rd, lLeona and Howard Hunter, and Jan. 30th, Narlene and Tob Tinse.,
karl Wright suggests that when members agree to serve they should also assume
responsibility of providing a replacement for themselves if they can't,

* * * % * * % +* #+ +*
PLANNING BOARD: The Planning Board, chaired by Whit Barnum, agreed that two
projects needed immediate attention in December-~installation of storm win-
dows and symp pump hole in cellar. Art Schnoor, Harold Albrisht, and Dick
idams worked on frames at Art's home which they covered with clear plastic,
These were installed on the inside of the museum windows, and not only look
good, but should prove to be real fuel savers.

Elwin Upton, Doug Smith, and Don Croop attempted to break through the
basement cement with 12% sledges and chizels, but to no avail., Ed Hastings,
who was doing work for Exley Church, came to the rescue with a jack-hammer
and broke up the granite-like flooring. Art, Don, John, John ¥yers, and Ed
Feters finished digging out the hole to allow for a heavy 2' tile. \ater ran
in so fast the sump pump had to be held in the hole in order to dig oul the
rock and clay. The tile was installed with four bushel of gravel placed
under and around it. Ir, Hastings returned to cement the tile in place for
which the Society is deeply grateful

* ** »* * ¥ +* * +* * *

TERTINGS: Jan. 12%th, Trustees at museum, 8PM. Jan. 17th, Regular Meeting,
7:30 PIi at museum. Program will feature Dr. Sam Bruni of Lewiston who will
talk about early American Indians in the Wilson area. Refreshment Committee
will be Eelen Forton, Chrm., Marion Grundhocefer, and Barbara Johnson. Jan.19,
Square Dance at museum. Try it--you might like it! '

* 5 OB &4 % % ® X X ¥
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RESORT TOWN

Wilson's fame as 2 "Resort Tows" dates back to the late 1800's, but now
the many hotels that once accomodated the tourist trade have long disappeared
from the local scene. Today it would be difficult to visualize a beautiful
three story structure dominating the <outhwest corner of lLake and Young
streets, yet one once did. It was the Sutherland Hotel, and one of ilsonts
best until it burned down in 1903. It was built by Mrs. Paul (I'ildred)
ﬂlddleton:S granéfather, Tenjamin Howe Sutherland. It was first nanaged Ly
Peter T, Jecord, who vas succeeded by John Tenbrook on duly 1, 1897, Tre
hotel had het and ecld running water in every room and was steam heated,
There were large pleaszant sleepifns rooms, two neatly furnished parlors, =
gentlemen's veadine room, tar, and tath rooms. The dirins rcoom wag tastee
fully decorated and Tarous “or its fine foods. Cn July 30, 1896, T1t, fiov.
saxton came to ilson hv train and dined at the sutherlsnd orior to speaving
to a large gatherine 2% the Farmer's Picnic. ‘nother famcus hotel once -
occupied the site whers trne Sutherland was built., It was the Cntario notel,
erected by Tuther ilson in 1934, rr, J.0. “radley was ite first proprie-
tor, and was heing managed ty Ceorge ‘oule in 1894 when it burned cdown,

The American Fotel was a brick building built orn the site vhere 5t, Paul'c
Zvangelical Tu*heran Zhurch now stands. Tt was originally built to szerve as
& hospital for 2 Toctor Uress., “hen it foo was destroyed by fire in 1R9g, it
wag re~bullt as the Towver Youse. The Tower, or Towne Hotel, hzd all the
latest modern imopreovements available at the time, It was cperated by ~ulden
J. Towker, and was cpened to the public June 6, 1896, Ye spared no expensce
in furnishines which werenrocured from 4. K. Reed Furniture and Uncertaxing
Farlor, & fire slso leveled this popular hotel in 1908,

The Vendome Potel wzgz built on "Cunset Island" in the early 19%0's by
"Jake" Miller, It burned 2 few years later and was re-built ms the Slendora,
“re alters operated it hut it was later sold to “illisar “risht of Fittshurg,
“ro Uright named it the Fittsburs Hotel and it became one of the mest vopular
in the area. It 2lso burned in 1513 and never was re-built,

The Huntington Todre, loczted near the scutheast end of "sunzet I
was originally bullt ty its owner se a private summer home. Guests 1ik
so well they kept returning co it was turned into a summer lodres, 1t was
named for Huntington Jercse Cuddeback, grandson of Jerome Ccoper, cenicr
member of the firm, Cuddekzck & Cooper. Since it was located in the heauti-
ful pine and oa¥% grecves or the island, the owner erected a canvags—-covered
open air dining rcom with screened in sides to accomcdate the overflew of
guests., The Lcdge hecame so popular another building over looXing the herter
just west of it, was leased snd called the Huntington lodge Annex, The fucil-
ities were managed by ¥ate 2,C. Cuddeback and featured hot and cold running
water for baths, larse sleeping porches, home cocking, tennis and croqued
grounds, as well as rental tents and open fireplaces, Nusic and dancing were
provided during the evening hours, and a special fountain-aquarium illurinated
with colored electric lishts was a special attraction. The old stone lodge
remains today and was acquired by Mr. and Frs. Thomas Gestwick whe are in the
process of renovating the historic old place.

“hree other popular estabhlishments located near the harbor were the Harris
boarding cottage (later known as the Tugwell cottage), which in ite day became
known as “the place to gc" for a summer vacation., The C.E, Ackermasn hLotel
was located near the pier and featured a dining hall, large bharn, and well
supplied bar. He also had 2z large number of fishing boats and tackle avail~
able for the fishing enthusiasts who freguented the harbor and lake. Fred
Haner also had a place nearby with bar, boats, fishing tackle and bait avail-
able« It was said that l'r, Ackerman and ¥Mr, Haner were very accomodating and
had a host of friends.

The Hub Hotel on Young Street, built by the Ferrins, is probably the last
of the c¢ld buildings left in the village to remotely suggest “Wilsén's eminent

past as a "Resort Town";
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DOBA HATCH HONEYWELL was born in Warsaw, N.Y. where she attended the War-
saw High School and Miss Broughton's Boarding School for girls. She came to
@1lson with her parents, Mr. and M¥rs. Ransom Hatch, and family. They resided
in a colonial home on Lake Street on the lot where the Milburn and Marion
Campbell home now stands. She had two sisters, Mrs. Mary Hatch Plumb and
¥rs, Etta Hatch Campbell, alse a brother Chauncey R. Hatch.

At the age of 22 she worked as an apprentice at the Wilson Star, and later
became editor of the Youngstown Times which was also published by the Star,
&t the time of her husband's death {Charles Honeywell, publisher of the ¥il-
son Star) she became owner and publisher of the paper until her death in 1936.

It was through the efforts of Dora Hatch Honeywell that many historic
facts about the town of Wilson were preserved. She sclicited and printed news
items in the Star for 45 years. In the early years all type was set by hand
with each letter or character drawn from its own compartment. After the type
was set, proofread, and the paper printed, each letter was returned to its
place by hand. Tater on,a linotype machine was installed which made her
work much easier and faster. She was always alert for news items of interest
to the people of ilson, and local merchants used to remark that they could
set their clocks by her prompt appearance to and from work at 7AiM and 6PN,

The Wilson Star was founded by Charles Honeywell in 1878 and never mnissed
a publication in the many vears it existed. When Mrs. Honeywell died in 1936
the paper was published by her nephew, Milburn E. Campbell.,

* * * #* ¥* * £ * k. +*

C TANNENRAUK! Those who attended the Christmas Partyand saw the beautiful
decorated tree might be interested in knowing that many of the attractive
antique ornaments were donated by one of our charter members, liiss Flossie
lTortz. Fand-made “icentennial Christmas tree ornaments displayed during the
holidays were made byv: Eva Zortman, Loils Barnum, Leona Eunter, Joe Higeins,
George, Dorothy, and Yiles Iinnabery, Mary Clark, Janette Sporleder, Cr. John
Lrgue, Dorothy Tort, Frances Goldthorp, varietta Goodman, Jorothy Thilk, and
Peggy “ard. Non-members who entered ornaments were lianya Kelley, ltaryalice
tard, Francine “'aters, Zleancr Harrington, and Lee Anne Sarkees., Lrnestine
talpole has printed the names and date ornaments were donated cn tags which
will be attached to each and vpreserved for future use.

* 4 #* %* + 3 * %* * 4
=W NENMBPERS: The Societv wishes to welcome INr. ‘William Ctt of La XHabra,
Cal,, also Mrs. Harry (Florence Partington) Porter of New Erunswick, NM.J.
¥rs, Porter is the daushter of a former Exley lMethodist pastor, and her hus=
bvand, retired, was a former President of Fredonia College.,
* # ** * * +* % +* # +*

NEW PU3LICATION: The booklet,.%The Valiant Men of Tettery V", is now
available for $1.75 at the museum, by mail order, or at Nettie Stimson's
Parn Shoppe. It features a re-vised chapter on *"The Story of Eilly Sherman”,
a complete list of volunteers who served in Pattery 1, a description of the
cannon used by the Pattery, znd an account of the Dedication Ceremonies when
the Society placed its first histerical marker in town at "Zilly's" gravesite,
Many towns have special attractions for visitors. Eow many places can you
name with a monument erected o the memory of a Confederate Civil “war horse?

* * ¥* +# ¥ ® 3* 3* ¥* *

CLASS RECYCLING: Yes, the Society is still in need of your old glass, and
the project is a "smashing” success. Perhaps you have noticed the new signs
at the Jones's home on Lake Street. They were made by Paul 3timson end
erected by his father, Glenn Stimson.

#* & k13 ¥ x ¥* * * * *

NEETINGS: Trustees will meet Yednesday evening, February 16th, 2DL-musaum.
The Regular meeting will be Feb. Z21st, 7330 PM at museum, [re. John Push of
Tockport will show and talk about Frankoma Collectible Plates. Refreshrent
nostesses will be Sue Schearer, Sue Goodnight, and Katherine Rutt. & sguare
dance will be held "“ednesday evening, February 23rd, 8 P’ at nmuseum,

3% * 3t * * +* * * * +*

MUSEUY HOSTESSES for February-Sunday afternoons from 2 to bheare as follows:s
Feb. 6th, Kay and Narty Harmless: Feb. 13th, Bessie and Fenton Cole;

Feb., 20th, Sheryl Zrown and!rs. H. Yarksy TFeb. 27th, Bettv & Gordon rausrman.
The monthlv exhibit will be a Rook Display under the supervision of !'rs,
Dorothy linnAabery.

+ * 3* * * +* * * 3% *

JOIN THE CLUB: ‘ihen you remember things that happened thirty-five years
ago, but can't remember what you ate for dinner; Lie about how old you are;
would rather not visit people in hospitals; Forget what day it isy Insist
that all politicians are crooked; Pretend you can hear when you can’t; Are
so careful driving an automobile you're & menace on the highway; Get mad if
your family says, "Take it easy", and madder yet if they don't; Spend hours
depressed wondering where it all will end; Think of the bad things that
might happen to your children or grandchildrens or get upset when you get
a busy signal on the telephone---then join the club, you're getting old,

* L3 #* »* * » * * * *

BON MOT: Whatever makes men good Christians makes them good citizens.

(Daniel Webster)
-3 * I* o * * %+ » 3* *
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THE WILSON YACHT CLUB

The first regular meeting of the Wilson Yacht Club was held Sunday, Aug.,
7, 1938. Mr, ﬂaldren Hayes was the first Commodore, and some of the other
p?mbgrs were Howard Murphy, Ernest Bambach, James Hinchcliffe, Jack Raldau,
#11}1am Crandall, Clifford Beers, Robert Cone, Charles Hawkes, and VWilliam
Stein. On August 21, 1938 the Club was granted a Charter by the State of
New York,'and a decision had to be made for the club's location. Two sites
were considered, (1) "Dog Island” (the present site}, and (2) the portion of
?he east end of "Winterpreen Island" owned by the Tugwells. "Dog Island" or
"Treasure Island", as it was then known, was selected. It was purchased from
Krs. Fanny T.. Sornberger 2nd payments of $50 a year were made to her.

~ On January 13, 1939 a decision was made to make an addition to the ori-
ginal building and $300 was appropriated. . Originally motor boats were
allowed but now the club is limited to sailboats. Annual Regattas with the
Glcott Yacht Club began in lugust, 1940, Also in 1940, dredging of the harbor
was discussed; and talks held with Arthur Ness about building a bridge to the
island, Up to the present day, club members have been active in harbor
improvements, preservation of the island, and beautification of it. (Research
on the Wilson Yacht Club was done by Miss Flossie Lortz.)

*# ®* L . R #* + » »*

LOCKING BACK: % recent edition of the Niags Falls Hist. Soc. Newsletiter,
"Out of the Mist", brought back SomeMoyhood memories. Store ads were featured
that had been run in a 1901 edition of the Niagara Falls Gazette--places that
some of our older members may well remember such as "Amberg's", "Cole and
Merriam, Druggists", "George S. Cowper", "The Hubd", and the "Myers Carriage
and Wagon Shop". The ad that caught our eye was for the "Croop Bros." firm
which stated that both stores would be open evenings from December 10th until
Christmas "Vith so many toys to please the children it would be folly to try
and describe them to you."

I recall visiting the Dennis Croop home at 402 Memorial Parkway, and remem-
ber the beautiful unobstructed view of the Niagara River; also the fun of
touring the {once famous) Shredded Wheat Factory. The tour ended with visitors
sampling small packs of shredded wheat served with cream and sugar in the
plant restaurant. And who, having heard them, could ever forget the excellent
Shredded Yheat Bandg?

Dennis and l.ester were born in Clarence and Dennis went to Niagara Falls
circa 1880. He established two general stores, one at 113 Falls St., and the
other at 2112 liain Street. The brothers also conducted a large wholesale
warehouse in New York. Both were active in Masons, and Dennis was a member of
the 50 year Club of Niagara Falls ILodge 81, I.0.0.F, and Niagara Falls Exempt
Fireman's Association. He died February 1, 1947.

# #* * * * * * + * *

WELCOME: Qur Society is not only international, but now we can boast two
new members from the paradise of the Pacific, Hawaii., We welcome ¥r, and
Krs, Herbert Fitch of Paia, Maui, Hawaii.

+# * +# # #* +* * * * #*

MARCH MEETINGS: March 16th, Board of Trustees, 8 PM at museum; March 21st,
Regular meeting, 7:30 PV at museum. Program will feature Migs Theresa Lasher
of Niagara Fallg Library, who will present a slide program identifying archi-
tectural design of period homes in Niagara County., Refreshments will be served
by Gertrude Schnoor, Jane Sinclair, and Marie Luff. _ i

The monthly exhibit will be an old book display with Dorothy Linnabery in
charge. Sunday afternocon, March 27th, Mr. Tom Fare of the Wilson faculty,
will give a demonstration on book binding and repair., HOSTESSES March 6th,
Barbara and Adorno Johnson; March 13th, Shirley and David Smithj; March 20th,
Sue and Amy Schearer; March 27th, Janet Sporleder and Helen Horton.

* % ¥* * * * * * % *
FATIR CHAIRMEN: Please try to attend the 10 AM planning session Tuesday,

April 12th, at Eleanor Myer's home. corner of lake and ¥Wood,



MUSEUM: Due to the severe blizzard, Doctor Argue directed that (except’
for the regular meeting) the museum should be closed during the month of
February to conserve gas. It will, however, be open during March but the
thermostat will be set at 60 degrees. It is suggested that all Sunday Host-
€sses and others using the museum be aware of this and dress accordingly.
The trustees have authorized Art Schnoor to purchase a used Andes coal cir-
culator which is believed large enough to heat the entire building. This will

meet Fuel Gas requirements for an auxiliary heating system making the Society
less dependent on gas.,

* #* * * * #* * * * ¥#*

FAIR UNDERWAY: A Planning session was held at the heme of Eleanor Nyers,
Cha}rlady for the 1977 Memorial Day Fair, with a very good response, Expec-
tations are to make this vear's Fair bigger and better than ever, Past fairs
have been successful in spite of inclement weather-~hopefully, the sun will
once again shine in Wilson on Memorial Day.

Betty Stimson and Lois Barnum emphasize there can't be too nany donations
of home-baked pies, salads, baked goods, and especially rolls, They are also
looking for another good used refrigerator for use in the food distribution
area. Lois Jennings, Chairlady for the Society's “Flea Market", would like
everyone to start gathering "fleas" now. They may be left any Sunday after-
noon from 2 to 4 and put behind the piano in the Patterson Room,

* * #* * ++ 3 +* * * *

HISTORIC CAR: Dr., John F. Argue recently donated a very generous gift to
the Society making it possible to purchase a rare 1904 Covert Automobile
from the Ford Museum in Michigan. The car is in excellent condition and one
of the first built by the Covert Tc., a2t Iockport, N.Y. The doctor hopes that
this car will be the start of an antique car museum in the %town of Wilson,
and has given an additional 2500 to start a fund to try and raise encugh
money to build some type of suitable steel building to house the Covert and
other possible later acquisitions. The trustees have approved the idea ang
and directed the Planning Board, chaired by “hitney Barnum, to provide an
estimate of the size and cost of an initial building suitable to house the
autos. Dr. Argue's proposal could well be the start of an unprecedented
public attraction for Wilson. Hopefully, not only the Society, but other
community-minded organizations in town will get behind this worthy venture.

* +* * % * k2 +* * %+ *

FANITY RRCCRD SKEETS: If you have nezlected to fil1l out a "family recorg”

sheet, it is hoped you'll do so saon. New-sheets have been made up and are

—-—available {f you need one. Pres. Argue has appointed a committee, temporarily

chaired by Dorothy Thilk, to try and inter#4s% students and all area’ residents
in learning more about their family orisin., 4 file will be kept in the
museum of as many genealogies as it is possible to collect. Jean Argue, Nettie
Stimson, Dorothy Lort, and Don Croop will assist Dorothy to get the project
underwsy., If you would be interested in gserving on this type of committee,
please tell Frs. Thilk, Involwment by more people in all types of Soclety
activity is desirable, but only you can tell us where your interests lie,

¥* i # k3 * +* * * * #*

ACQUISITICKS: The trustees recently authorized the formation of &n acquie-
sitions committee to accept donations to the museum. The Committee is composed
of the Museum Chairman, Peggy VWard; Library Chairman, Nancy Kent {in absence
of Millie Middleton)s and Representative of the Roard of Trustees, Joe Higgina.
A1l persons are asked to clear donations through one of the afore mentione
persons., A{fter gifts are accepted, a referral slip will be signed and given
to donor. The Library Committee will then enter a record of the gift in their
files, The display or storage "of all museum acquigitions are the responsi-

bility of the museum committee.
* * =+ * * ¥* * * * i

AzFIORTALS ¢+ Twelve persons have become paid Life Kembers of.the Wilscon His-
torical Society., Each contributed $100 which has been placed in a specia} high
interest account from which only the interest may be W}thdrgwn. ghat a fine
way for members to make a "living memorial" to the Society in this trust fgnd.
Year after year, long after they will have departed from this life, their $100
investment will continue to provide funds to Lelp operate the Society. Perhaps
a wooden placque might be made up someday on which the.nameg of paid life
members could be attached with name of donor and date inscribed on small brass
plates. Future generations might then see at a glance Eor.evenOJOEQ) those,
who, bytheir generosity help insure the future of the Society in Wilson. .

Cther Memorials are now being entered in the_beautlful Memorial Book whic
was donated by the Richard Adam's family in loving memory of his wife, Ellen,

Mrs. Ernestine Walpole graciously consented to enter memorials in the book.
# x 2 B OB ®E # ¥ ¥ ¥

ALERT! Another quilt will be stitched this year with work starting
aroggngggsmigdle of March.q Anyone interested in helping please call ?etty
Stimson or Florence Schultz for information. Thg coverlet to be ugeg ig very
beautiful, and, basing an opinion on quiltg previously made, the flnlshed_ 1
product will be of excellent quality. It.Wlll be raffled off atﬁthe Mgmorla
Day Falr in May, and Nettie Stimson, Chairlady of the Ways and leans Comm,.,

ig i f ticket gales and distribution.
18 in charge of ti sales and distribution. =
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TABOR COMMEMORATION

Hiram B, Tabor, M.D., was born November 21, 1813 in Topham, Vermont. He
Attended Woodstock Medical College where he received his M.D., then moved to
Grand Island, Vermont. When he came to Wilson, he married Charlotte Gifford,
Elece of Squire Reuben Wilson, but she died of typhoid fever at age twenty,
September 23, 1839, The doctor then married Sarah J. McNitt of Somerset, who
was born February 12, 1818, They had five children, Elbertine(1842), Justine
(1845), Eldridge H.(1849), S. Corienne(1853), and Fred(1855). Sarah died in
Wilson on August 8, 1893,

Doctor Tabor acquired land from Simon Sheldon, September 11, 1846 at the
northwest side of where the creek intersects Lake Street., He built his home
and practised his profession there for forty five years. The bridge nearby
soon became known as the "Tabor Bridge*.

The Doctor was very active in community affairs, and was one of the found-
ing trustees of the Greenwood Cemetery Association organized October 25,1850,
He was also a member on the Board of the old Collegiate Institute, and was
Instrumental in having it closed and consolidated with Union Free School Dis-
trict #1 in 1869, He was a member of the Niagara County Medical Association,
and once served as its President. He was also Niagara County Coroner for a
time, He also served as Worshipful Master while a member of Ontario Lodge
number 376 Free and Accepted Order of Masons. The archives of the Pogtmaster
General 1lists him as having been Postmaster of Wilson from June 2, 1855 until
December 24, 18s9, .

He wags a member of the 0ld Methodist-Episcopal Church, and when the new
edifice was erected and named for the Exley family, he held the office of
church gecretary and chairman of education., Dr. Tabor died July 11, 1885,

The bridge over the Lake Street tributary of the East Branch of 18 Mile
Creek was originally built by the town. It was replaced in 1886 with a

. beautiful iron structure that attracted visitors throughout the area, It was
rebuilt again in 1915 and probably electrified at that time.

In 19?3 the Village of Wilson, with E. Kenneth Welker, Mayor, decided to
clean up the creek and bridge as a contribution to the celebration of our
Nation's 200th birthday. Plans were made to have the structure painted and
the Niagara Mohawk Power Co. was contacted to replace the lighting fixtures,
A New York State historical marker was purchased by the Wilson Bicentennial
Committee, and Mr. Robert Hoftiezer, present owner of the Tabor home, gave
his permission to have the marker placed on his property.

A short ceremony to dedicate the "Tabor Bridge® and home will be held at
.the site at 7:00 PM prior to the regular monthly meeting of the Society on
June 20, 1977. Mr., Leonard Tabor of Wilson, great grandson of Dr, Hiram B,
Tabor, is expected to attend and unveil the marker,

»* * * » » »* * * » » * *

NEW MEMBERSt The Society would like to welcome the following new members:
Mrs. Beatrice Salisbury, Wilson; Miss Blanche Wilson and Donald Schultz, New-
fane; and Mr. and Mrs, Edward Hastings, Ransomville, Alsoc, Junior members
Amy Woodruff, Machias; Peter Jones, Wilson; Kevin Schultz, Newfane; and Sue
Evans and John and Douglas Hastings of Ransomville.

» »* +* - » »* * » * »* * &

THANK YCU: Co-operation from the chairmen of the Refreshment, Progran,
Membership, Museum, Library and Sunday Hostess Committees has been great. We
wish to remind everyone that any notices or news items must eiths; be sent or

_phoned in to me by the 15th of each month to appear in the next "Newsletter".
* * % * * L 2 » » » * » *

SIGN OF THE TIMES: Young "Hippy" to wife: “I'll run over and ggt my un-
employment check, pick up our food stamps, and then see what's holding up my
Federal Education Grant. You drop the kidsdogg at thei?ay Car; anieg, p;g%
up our glagses at the Health Department, an en see you can ge ur -
fgre Liﬁit increased, 1I'll meeg you later at the Federal Building so we can

join in the mass demonstration against our lousy, rotten, government,"



FLAG DAY: June 14th is the day set aside to commemorate the symbol of our
democracy, the American Flag. It has changed in appearance many times since
the original 13 stars and stripes flew over the Continental Army. It was then
that Gen, Washington said, "We take the stars from heaven, the red from our
mother country, separating it by white stripes, thus showing that we have
. separated from her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity repre-
senting liberty."

Most people know that Prancis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner,
and that Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence, but few
people know who wrote the Pledge of Allegiance. It first appeared in the Sep-
tember 8, 1892 edition of the Youth's Companion as part of the official pro-
gram to commemorate the 400th anniversary of America's discovery. It was
first recited the following month at the Columbian World Exposition at Chi-
cago. The families of Francis Bellamy and James Upham, members of the Youth's
Companion staff, claimed authorship of the Pledge for 47 years. Finally, Con-
gress appointed a committee to weigh conflicting evidence, and In Dec.,1945,
the late Francis Bellamy, an ordained Baptist minister, was officially desig-
nated as author of the Pledge of Alleglance. oy

Flag Day reminds us that there are some today who constantly complain
about what's wrong with America, but they often lose sight of what's right
with America. Most of our institutions and traditions have stood the test of
time, and in many communities like Wilson, where faith in God helps mold the
lives of their people, respect for law and the rights of others increases. As
Flag Day approaches this month, let's remember what those white stripes stand
for. Then, with good education for all, nobody should be enslaved by poverty,
raclal intolerance, or religious prejudice.

* * * * * » »* » »* » * *

MUSEUM ACQUISITICNS: :ljce Nelson, picture of Nelson homestead; Leonard
Mudge, scrapbook,photographs, and 3 ledgers belonging to Fred Mudge; Dr. John
Argue, postcards; Floyd Salisbury, dowel-form cast iron tool; Gertrude
Schnoor, poem written by Alma Farrell; Faye Pisello, hand-written note dated
1870, found in her home (possibly from old schoolhouse); -lLeonard Tabor, an-
tique document box (1830) and 1866 pocket diary; Oscar Munch, trustee book
for Dist, schoolhouse #7 (1906-1941); Blanche Wilson, 48 star American Flag
Mabel Wilson, china wash bowl and pitcher that belonged to Reuben Wilson,
also tin match holder; Phylis and Joe Hurst, dguerretype and letter dated
18593 Melvin Shippey, Salem,Ky., spar found 800' below groundi Esther Cassel-
man, R.R. lunch bucket, old store bottles, 2 glass battery holders, wood bowl
and hinged box with wood burning designss ‘Ronald Martin family, 2 cannon
balls found in "Wilson, Donald Loker, old newspaper clippings; Don Croop,
snapshots of quilters at work and book-repair demonstration; Wayne and Marie
Getman, 2 hand-made quilts; Beatrice Salisbhury, copy of Wilsen Tattler, Jan.
1913, and 9 photos of ilson "Cld Timers".

L] * * » * * * +* * * * *

CLEAN SWEEP: Cver 50 volunteers responded during the past couple months in
the continuing effort te clean up and complete various jobs in the bagement,
kitchenette area, Patterson Room, garage, and grounds. Helpers not mentioned
previously include Rex 3tacy, Carole Schnoor, Sara Eerry, Art Ness, Ted Lons~
bery, Tom Sharpe,Jr., Dianne Albright, Archie Fetty, Edgar Culverwell, Betty
Stimgon, Flossie Lortz, and "Chuck" Messersmith, Thanks to Dianne Albright,
Carole Schnoor, Helen Dinse, and John Weiler, the Patterson Koom walls look
beautiful after a dusty three-day brushing session.

* * & * & » * » * * #* »*

PERSCNALS: “ally Goodman recently directed the Nlagara-wheatfield Wind
Ensemble in the "Sound for America International Festival” at Nashville,Tenn.
The Ensemble, one of 300 entr=es, received a silver trophy for their schoeol,
and each member was awarded a silver medalion..... ¥innie Fisher has been
given the Niagara County 4H distinguished service award. She has been leader
of the South Yilson Pioneers for over sixteen years.

#* * * * * * * * »* #* * %

JUNE ELECTICNS: The Nominating Comm., composed of Chpistine Kellman,_Verna
Caufield, and Anna Mae Neving, has presented the following slate of officers
to be voted on at the June meeting: Pres., Dr, John F. Argue; Vice-Pres,,
Joseph Higgins; Treas., Millie Croop; Rec. Secy., Martha FacAskill, Cn;.Secy.
Nettie Stimson; and trustees for three years, Arthur Schnoor, Betty Stimson,
and E4 Peters.

* * * »* * * » » +* * % *

JUNE EVENTS: CO-sponsored historical musical, St. John'’s Episcopal Church,
Sun., June 12th, 3:30 PM; Trustees meeting, museum, 8 PM, June 15th; Tabor
merker dedication at Lake St. bridge, 7 PM, June 19th. Meeting at museun fol=
lowing ceremony. Betty Stimson will show old pictures of Wilson on "magic lan-
tern". Hostesses, Marion Campbell, Marguerite Geiser, and Marie Reynolds.
Monthly exhibit is "Candles”, Please call Kay Harmless if you can help, Sun.
afternoon hostesses: June 5th, Helen & Ralph Dinsej June 12th, Donna and Sid-
ney Pettit; June 19th, Phyllis & Joe Hurst; June 26th, Stu & Ernie Walpole,

%X % # * ®F X ® ¥ ® % x »
Bon Mot: The difference between courtship and marriage is the difference

between the pictures in a seed catalogue and what comes up.
* * - & * * * * * #* * »
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_DEDICATIONs A short ceremony was held at the Tabor bridge in spite of a
brief shower, Dr, Argue spoke about the bridge and home before introducing
M?yor Kenneth Welker who related some of Dr. Tabor's contributions to the
Wilson community. Teonard Tabor, g.g.grandson of Dr., Hiram B. Tabor, unveiled
the marker and dreary skys were brightened by the presence of his cousin, Mrs.
M. P, Balley of Canandaigua, and Wrs. Frances Landy, former Wilsonian, whose
home is now in the State of Yaghington.

Dr, and Mrs. Argue were honored at the meeting in the museum with paid Life
Femherships in the Society., The presentation was made by Chris Kellman, Chrm.
of the Membership Comm., in recognition of their outstanding service.

b3 * #* #* +* » * » » *

LIRRARY: The Tibrary Comm. will meet at the museum at 7100 PM on the 4th
Tuesdays of July, August, and September, Nancy Kent, Chrm., would appreciate
having any donations for the Society brought there then so they may be proper-
ly accepted and recorded,

* * * * % * »* * * *

MUSEUM ACQUISITICNS: Received from Dorothy Thilk, G.A.R. Souvenir Tumdbler
& Card; Peter Purek, 1852 Collegiate Institute History Book; Halsey Buell,Jr.,
Brace & RBity Helen Forngraeber, Purple stripe Cotton Dress with velvet trim &
BEeige Coat with ornate wooel plaid Jgwimy Phyllis Gifford McCarthy, Baby Shoes,
Gloves, 1903 Classboock and futograph Album{knna Mosher's), also WHS Yearbook
{Grandma Mosher's) and Dairys(Grandma Gifford's),(Curtie and Anna Gifford), &
1842 Autograph Album (%randma Pettit’'$)s Joseph Modie, Detroit News (10/9/°35)

# » * * %* » * #* » *

VISITCRS: Joe Higgins was host at the museum last month to greet Mr.William
Pedder and a busload of pupils from lasgSalle High School. Mr. Fedder wished to
show the students what a group can accomplish when they work together.

* * » * * * * * » *

NEW MEMRERS: Membership renewals have resulted in one new Life Member, Don
Croop,also 17 new annual members have joined. They include lir. & Mrs. Edward
Fritton, Burt; Dr. & Mrs. Edwin V. Gates, Niagara Falls; Mrs. Linda Linnabery,
New Mexico; Mr. & Mrs. James Conrad, Mrs. Helen French, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel
Sheehan, ¥r. & Mrs. Howard Ford, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Craig, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
Fare, also Mark, Scott, and Pam Wales, all from VWilson.

* * * * * » % * » »*

JULY EVENTS: Trustee meseting, Wed., July 13th, 8:00 PM at museum. The
annual picnic will be held for members and elderly guests Sunday afternoon,
July 17th, at 1:00 PM at museum, Norm MacAskill,who is in charge, suggests
everyone bring a genercus dish to pass, table service & your own folding
tables and chairs, There will be a boat ride in August & no _meeting.

* +* * » -* o * * * »

MONTHLY EXHIBIT will be "Basketry" supervised by Dianne Albright. Members
are encouraged to attend special demonstrations on "splinting”,July }Oth,by
Judy Betz, and "caning" July 24th,by Bessie Cole. Booklets on splinting,

rushing, and caning will bve availadble at cost,
* * * * ¥ * * * *

ELECTION: A proposed budget was presented and approved and new cfficers
were elected by motion to have the Secretary cast one vote in favor of the
gslate selected by the nominating comm.s Dr. Argue, Fres., Joecﬂlgglns. Vice-
Pres., Millie Croop, Treas., MMartha MacAskill, Secy., Nettie Stimson, Rec.
Secy., and trustess for 3 years, Arthur Schnoor, Betty stimson, and Ed Peters.

+ * * * * * * * * *

PLAQUEs The Memorial Comm. has ordered a plaque with fpnds“donated in
memory of Mildred liiddleton on which the names of 30 paid Life Members may be
placed. Each name will be engraved on a brass plate. The memorial to Mrs.
Middleton will be entered in the Memorial Book.

#* * * * * L3 * * *

FOCD FOR THOUGHT: Yesterday is a Cancelled Check; Tomorrow is a Promisory

Note; Today is Ready Cash--Spend it!

*



COUNTRY FAIR: A pleasant day attracted hundreds of peopl% to the Fair
making it the most successful ever held. Guided by Eleanor MMyers, Chrm., gll
committees functioned smoothly. Sara Berry's popular cheese tent and Bessle
Cole's home-made candy delicacies were sold out early, and the cafeteria-style
food concession, directed by Lois Barnum and Betty Stimson, was well supplied
with salads, pies, cupcakes, coffee, and fruit Jjuice. Delicious chili, made by
Jan Sporleder, was a real treat, and a dining tent was conveniently located
nearby. Art Schnoor had the best hot dogs available, and his crew was busy all
day, Dora Yakeman reported dispensing over 600 cups of coffee and 36 dozen do-
nuts, and Sue Schultz and her willing helpers sold nearly 50 lbs. of popcorn
and 25 gallons of lemonade plus iced tea, . .

4 special innovation this year was a pie-baking contest supervised by Win-
nie Fisher and Farion Campbell. Young people from ages 9 to 19 were eligible,
and 17 entries were judged by Vrs. Barbara Mosher and Mrs. Salope Fe?n. Awards
in the Senior division wenit to Daryl Demmin and Tracy Kent. Junior winners
were Darcy Demmin, Mary Ckoniewski, and Edward Kent. All received free member-
ships in the Society as did Marquette Barmasse, Jaime Cowles, Eric Freischlag,
Caryn Grenville, Susan Johnson, Elaine Kent, Lori Myers, Mary Lynn Reinbolf%,
Cathy Reinbolt, Jeff Sporleder, and Kevin Stubbs, .

Entertainment includad a lively concert by the Wilson High School Band di-
rected by Jack Maxfield, =also old-fashioned piano rhythmns by Berne Kent and
Frances Goldthorp, 3pontaneous *sing-a-longs® added to the Jjovial mced of the
crowd. A woolen products exhibit and spinning wheel demconstration was arranged
for by Peggy Ward, and a special picture display of old Wilson scenes put to-
gether by Dorothy Thilk and Helen Borngraeber was especially interesting. The
antique car show wag bigger and better this year thanks teo Doc Argue and Ken
Tracey, and featured the Soclety's 1904 Covert Car, built by the former Covert
Gear Co. of Lockport. I% is the only car of that make known left in America.
Free sound movies were shown all day by Doug Smith, and no doubt helped boom
popcorn sales. Ed Peters found it hard to keep up with the demand for balloons
and Diamnme Albright's "fish pond", though well stocked, was cleaned out early.

Lois Jermings was in charge of the Society's popular "flea market” tent,
and a booth for plants was featured this year for the first time. Jane Noxham
and Kay Ness received many plants grown by members and some were donated by
local florists, The quilt raffle was supervised by Nettie Stimson, and Whit
Barnum sold the greatest number of tickets. The quilt was won by Mrs. Hilda
Smith of Medina, N.Y.{(mother of Marlene Dinse). A 2nd ticket was drawn for a
silver bracelet donated by Pat Tomasula of Buffalo, and was awarded to Vivian
Jago of Newfane., Chris Kellman and her congenial hostesses accounted for i2
new adult members and 3 juniors along with many renewals. "Chuck" Campbell and
crew kept the crowd informed of activities and helped little boys find their
"logt" mothers. The public address system usled was installed in the old
caboose by John lyers.

We feel that satisfaction in a job well done is all the thanks our members
want, however, we should acknowledge the 62 Wilson Businessmen who donated
funds to advertise the fair; also Jack Perry and Mike Vince who provided and
erected much needed tents; Strate Welding of Lockport who donated gas and
equipment for inflating balloons; The Wilson Central School Band; Wilson Fire
Cos First Aid unit; Civilian Defense Personnel; and Vilson Jaycees who helped
man parking lots provided by Pfeiffer's Foods, Ontario Orchards, and the Farm
and Garden Supply. Durwood Park store gave the Society a special price on do-
nuts; White House Dairy,in Lewiston, cut and wrapped cheese at no cost; Tom
Fare printed the quilt tickets; Pfeiffer's Foods donated 4 gallons of Logan-
berry concentrate; Jack Perry loaned his popcorn machine; and the projector
and films for movies were loaned by Nioga through courtesy of Marie Reynolds,
Librarian, Wilson Free Library.

Without Dealers there would be no Fair and thanks to Anna Yae Nevins, Verna
Caufield, and Joe Higgins, approximately 60 attended, Thanks %o everyone, tho
Country Fair was a great success, and in case you're wondering about next
year, we hear that Dora Wakeman has her workers already lined up.

+ * " * * * *® * ¥* #

IN MEMORIAN: Gordon C. Hausman died recently afier an attack at age 55. Re
graduated from Wilson Migh School, was a member of St, Peter’'s Lutheran Church
veteran of World Yar II, Wilson Fire Co,, Lion's Club, Past Commander of theo
American Legion Post, ¥Wilson Historical Soc., and served on the village Foarc
for 12 years. The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife Betty &~ Tau.

I+ * % * * * " + * b

OVERSIGHT: Ve recently learned that Mrs. Dunning (Helen Singer) Idle, is an
artist in her own right. A painting exhibited in the Patterson Room was donet-
ed by her and shows the o0ld Singer home on Lake Street as it looked when she
was a girl, Her son, Dr. Dunning Idle, a graduate of Princeton and Yale, holds
a prominent government position and lives with his family at Rockville, ¥d.

* * * * * * * * * »

NEW SIGN: The new 3x4 foot Historical Society sign near the road was made

and erected by Rex Stacy. Mrs., Carol C., Smith painted and lettered it.
* #* %* x * » * * * *

BON MOT: If you have a fifth on the fourth, you may be unable to go forth

on the fifth,

* * L3 »* 3* 4@ - & a >*
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uriCh TREE SCHCCL: The Wilson Union Free School District was formed in
1869 from four of the seventeen districts in town at the time. They included
the former Pettit St. school Dist., #1, the kaple St. Dist. #2, The Townline
Dist. #5, eand the Randall Rd. Dist. #9. The old cobblestone school on Pettit
5t. was used for the four lower primary grades, and the old Collegiate school
on Lake St, was used for the other academic and grammar departmgnts. Stephen
C. Hall was hired as the first Principal and there were five teachers. Nine
B9ard members were selected including H.N. Johnson, Pres., Sylvestor Parsons,
Vincent Seeley, J.G. Brown, Jerome Clifford, Harvey Sanford, Henry Perry, W,
Richardson, and Lorenzo Pratt.

The school year was divided the same as the old Academg had been with three
terms of 15 weeks each. The preliminary curriculum in 1884 consisted of Eng-
ligh, Arithmetic, Grammar, and Descriptive Geography., Advanced studies were
Algebra, Bookkeeping, Drawing, Plane Geometry, Astronomy, Chemistry, Physics,
Botany, Physical Geography, Physicology, Zoology, English Titerature, Rhetor-
ic, American Government, History of England, Principles of Teaching, and Latin
Grammar. By 1893 courses available also included German, Plane and 3pherical
Trigonometry, General History, Greek History, Roman History, N.Y. State Hig-
tory, Civics, Economigs, and advanced Drawing.

When the compulsorary education law bécame effective Jan, 1, 1895, Wilson
educational facilities began to incregse.in size. A1l children from eight
through twelve were required to atten school from Qct. 18t to June ist. All
between the ages of 12 and 16 had to gttend regularly unless employed, and
those between 12 and 14 had to atten® “least 16 consecutive weeks each year,
In 1895 a truant officer was hired for $1.00 a day when needed, _

In 1899 a brick addition was attached to the cobblestone building on Lake
St., and the primary grades were moved into it from Pettit S5t. About this same
time, the State Education Dep't. condemned the cobblestone part of the former
Collegiate Institute, and threatened to withdraw teacher training classes
unless it was replaced with a new building. Teacher Training classes were free
and the district received State Aid for each student attending, however, if
there were not at least 10 students, no classes were held. Miss F, Elvira Mar-
tin instructed a class in 1902-03 containing the following students: Mae Hoag,
Josephine Baker, Lettie Farley, Elizabeth Searle, Amy Allen, Mabel Wright,
Louisa Bickford, Mabel Henry, Avis Eduarts, Mae Stevens, Emma Laffler, Lori
Henry, Elton Wille, Clara Sayer, Clara Balcolm, and Grace Smith.

In March, 1900, the voters approved replacing the old cobblestone land-
mark with a new 60' square drick building which was erected and attached to
the brick addition that had previously been built. The new school contained
7 class rooms, cloak rooms, laboratory, trustee room, teacher's room, and a
Lo x 60 foot auditorium on the second floor.

Principals hired to run the Union Free Scheol from 1869 to 1941 were
Stephen C, Hall, F. A, Greene, Thomas Greene, Melville Cooper, Sheldon Pardee,
A. Hall Burdick, Sheldon V. Pardee, Charles S. Luther, H, C., Hustleby, Charles
Scheck, Alexander McIlroy, and Arthur Blemaster.

* »* »* * »* * * * * *

PIONEER: Daniel Putnam, born in 1795, died in Wilgon in 1878 at age 83. He
was a soldier in the War of 1812, and well acquainted witp the pioneer way of
1life and the Indiansg. It was said that often, when returning from a hunting
trip, the Indians would stop him and ask for game or ammunition. He usually
gave them game as powder was scarce and without it a person had little security,
He became a Cooper by trade and followed it all his life. His son, Henry,
built ships at what was known ag the Putnam Yard. he built four vessels and
was Captaln of ¢ne for five yemars. He quit navigation in 18835 and erecte@ 8
--manufacturing plant for woodenware preducts. He employed many people making
bushel measures, picke} fgr Eenging, gnd’barrel headings.

' ¥ thw ¥ i as L.
IN MEMORIAM: The Society extends its sympathy to the famlliegfaggggﬁ'the

' - willing wor
who passed away unexpectedly. Tom was a w X g
igzigi;xind cogtributed gany hours of time since he and his wife, Maryanne,

joined the Society in 1974,
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NOTICE: IT this newsletter has a "star™ by the address label it indicates
we ars unable to mail you another copy until your dues are paid. The trustees
1imit the newsletter to 3 months for delinquent members although members are

not droppad from the rolls until they become 6 months in arrears.
® ® * o+ »* - »

* .

AUGUST EVENTS: Truatee meeting, Wed, Aug. 10th at Thilk's cgttage—?:oo PM.
Paddlebost Ride Sun., Aug. 2ist, 8t 1100 and 3:00 PM. Space limited. Bring
pienic lunch, Give reservations to lois Barnum. Watch local papers for monthe-
ly exhibit. .

Y Sunday afternoon hosteses for August will bet Aug. 7th, Millie and Don
Croops Aug. id4th, Betty Stimsonmi Aug. 21st, Chris Kellman; Aug., 28th, Ger-
trude and Art Schnoor. Ve wish to again remind hostesses that if you are unable
to be present, it is your obligation to get a ?eplacemgpt.

; - # " 2 F % 2 % &

TOURIST ATTRACTION: There is a good reason why.Sunday Hostesses are urged
to have all viasitors sign the guest book. The Travel Bureau of the N, Y, State
Dep*t. of Commerce requests a count each June of those who visited the museum
in the past year. This helps them to determine the volume and trend of tourist
traffic in the State.

A1l Wilsonians should be proud of their village and town and want to see it
improved. The Wilson Hist., Soc, has done its shar? in‘putting Wilson "on the
map". We can all be pleased that Wilson'a Museum 1is listed in the beautiful
N.Y.5. publication, "Vacationlands”, and for those of you who have not yet
seen it we would like to quote from its "WILSON- Hotels, 3 yacht clubs, mar-
inas, Lion's Club. ¥ilson Historical Museum on Rt. 425, Scale model steam en-
gines in 1912 railroad station. Changing exhibits. Sun. 2=l ,free,” (Note: Ve
are presently trying to have them include Society's antique cars, the 1904
Covert and the 1909 Metz. Since the Covert is the only known car of its make
in the U.S5., it should be a real attraction for antique car buffq.)

In addition to the museum, the “Cobblestone Trail"™ (prime project of the
Bicentennial Comm.) is an offshoot of the Historic Niagara Trail. Through the
courtesy of Nettie Stimson, hostess, hundreds of tourists were directed to
the "Information Center” in her Barn Shop where they not only learned about
Wilson, but bought many of the booklets and ceramics that Nettie displayed
and sold for the Society.

The report sent in to the State Commerce Dep't. verifys that more than
3,500 persons visited the museum from June 1976 to June 1977, We say more
than,because often people will not sign the guest book unless urged to do so.
It is interesting to note that we had visi®ors from all over New York, also
Michigan, Pennsylvania, California, Deleware, New Jersey, Washington, Illinois,
Chio, Florida, Iowa, Massachusetts, Vermowmge Maryland, Missouri, Alabama,
Alaska, North Carolina, Texas, Oklahoma, and Florida., We also had visiters
from three foreign countries, Canada, England, and Japan.

It would be interesting to know how many sales of gasoline, food, antiques,
or other products were made in Wilson because of the magnetic attraction of
the Wilson museum. :

+ * * +* * * L E

BRIGHT SPQOT: We heard many comments about the beautiful geraniums around

the flagpole. We have Flossie Lortz to thank for this splash of color.
* * » »* * »* * *

CCMM. CHAIRMEN: Dr, John Argue, Pres., has appointed committee chairmen
for various work areas of the Society, also several new ones to help spread
out the work load, facilitate new ideas, and involve more members in the oper-
ation of the Society. They are as follows: Nancy Kent, Library; Dorothy Thilk,
Historic Sites; lois Jennings, Museumy Christine Kellman, Memberships Don
Croop, Publicationsy Norm lMacAskill, Program; Ernestine Valpele, “ays and
. Neans; Whit Parnum, Planning; Willard Rose, Caboose; Millie Croop, INemorialj;
Winnie Fisher, Refreshments; Verna Caufield, Sunday Hostesses; Eleanor illyers
“Country Fair"; Betty Stimson, Housekeepings Ed Peters, Grounds; Tols Rar-
num, Tours; FKarl “right, By-Laws; Acquisitions, Nancy Kent; and Genealogical,
Dorothy Lort. _

A few years ago all Committee Chairmen were invited to attend trustee mcei-
ings. Last year they were asked to make reports at the trustee meetings instezd
of the regular meeting. It was felt this would shorten the time invited sucsis
would have to wait to present programs. The Society extends its appreciation
to _the Chairmen who wWorked hard in their jobs last year: Peggy ‘ard, Iusewns;
}illie Croop, lMembership; Nettie 5timson, Vays and Means; Helen Borngreebor,
Sunday Hostesses, and Louis Melaughlin, Caboose.

* #* * * * * * %*

ACQUBITICNS: Membership on the acqusitions comm. is made up from the ILitriry
Chrm, Kuseum Chrm., and representative of the Board of Trustees, They &are ..is
Kent, Lois Jennings, and Joe Higgins. They have the responsibility of acceyiiig
or rejecting donations to the Society.

iember ship on the FEMORIAL committee is also predetermined, and conclets of
the Treasurer, Millie Croop, Planning Chrm., “hit Parnum, and lusews Chiti.,
Lois Jennings. Their responsibility lies in deciding how memorial gifts sh:ll
be used, and see that a record is kept in the I'emorial Rook.

* I * + ¥* * * *

BON MOT: The accent is on youth today but the stress is on purentu.
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TOWN HIGHWAYSt Prior to the advent of concrete and macadem-asphalt, town
highways congsisted mostly of mud, dirt or gravel. A responsible person known
as a2 "Pathmaster™ was assigned to maintain each highway., It was his job to
keep the road level and free of ruts, and this was dones with 2 "hone® drawn by
a team of horses, The “Pathmaster” was paid for his efforts with a tax credit,

Prior te 1940 there wsre = proximately 134 miles of improved hard surfaced
highways in the township, A 1} mile strip ran from Townline (now Wilson-Cambria
Rd.) to Daniels Rd, which was known as the German Rd, (now Bralsy). The other
1 mile was that part of Chestnut Rd. from Stockwell's Corners east to the New-
fane 1ine, The remaining 35 miles of tewn highways had about 10 miles of water
bound macadem roads, Of these,four miles were on the "Slash Rd. {now Maple)
from Chestnut to Ide, and one mile of the Braley Rd from Daniels to Elberta.

The water-macadem roads were built in the 1920's and were 10' wide and com-
posed of 10 inches of crushed fieldstone. Six inches was coarse stone, (#3A

" medern grade), twe inches was finer stene (#2 modern grade), and this was
topped with 2 inches of fine atone (#1A modern grade). After highways were
scraped and excavated, the three grades of stone were spread, alternating with
dirt and water, and each grada rolled with a gteam roller. Crushed stone was
acquired through the efforts of farmers and their families living along the
newly constructed road who hand-picked stone from the fields and "fencebalks”.
They then drew the stone to a portable crusher operated by the highway commis~
sioner's men. The crusher was usually placed in several locations for this
eperation. Roads to be built wera.determined by highway officials and their
selection generally depend2d on the amount of stone available and the ambitien
- of the farmers to get the fieldstone to the crushsr,

"0ld Timers"” need no explanation why modern roads placed over water-bound
nacadem reads require less maintenance than do roads without the old-fashioned
base under them., Ssveral of these roads were taken over by the County Highway
Dep't. and account for the broad shoulders and good drainage those rosads now
have, The Ide Rd, was turned over te¢ the county in the mid 20's, and Chestnut
Rd.(from Townline to Stockwell's Corners), and Beebe Rd,(from Stockwell's
Corners to Warren's Cerners) were turned over in the late 20's, Beebe Rd.

- (from Stockwell's Corners to Wilson-Burt Rd.) was acquired by the county in
the late 30's. By the game application of old-fashioned practicality, the
Lake Rd. {(before it was paved with concrete), was covered with lake gravel
drawn from the bheaches by farmers with horse and dump trucks borrowed from +the
highway department. One of those wagons, donated by the Pfeiffer Co., now sets
on the Wilson Museum greunds.

Wilason's firat highway superintendant wasg "Chick™ Wilsen and he wasg followed
by Ed Toenniessen., William Rohring served from 1920 to 1925; Rudelph Vells
frem 1916 to 1927) George Upton from 1928 to 1935; Fred Barnum from 1936 to
19473 Arthur Zastrow from 1948 to 1949; and Ralph Evans from 1950 to 1955. Lee
‘Parquharson has served over 20 years as highway Superintendent from 1956 te
“the present time. ]

A far cry from the "Pathmaster” of the early 1300's, Wilson now has a
moedern, well equipped highway depariment making it possible to cope with tﬁo
‘increasing needs of modern day living-~-even emergencies like the Blizzara *'77.

A3 2 W S

(A "thank you"to Whitney Barnum and Marilyn Allgeier for the above item)
L2 22222 221y gl )

IN MEMORIAM: The Seclety extends its cendolencesz to the family of Grace A,
Kronenberg, wife of Supreme Court Justice Frank J. Kronenberg. She wag 8 mem-
- ber of the First Presbyterian Church ef Lockpert and active in community
affairs for meny years., Mrs., Kronenberg jeined the Wilson Society in 1975 and

becams a Life Member in May, 1976.
L LTI L2 2 L Ly

" NEW MEMBERSs The Seclety welcemes iwe new members, Mrs. Dunning (Helen

- Singer) Idle of Maryland, and Wrs, M.P. Bailey ef Canandajgua, N.Y.
. ) . *I‘**i***’*_*l’***
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STAY WITH IT: Betty Stimson wishes to remind everyone to keep that used
glass coming in. You don't have to remove the labels, but bottle tops or other

metal should be removed.
FEXETIYELEEE-2.-5- 8 L.

MUSEUY DISPLAY: "Decorating with your antiques™ will be the theme for Sep-
tember. Memhers are asked to bring items to display at the museum, Saturday
morning, September 3rd, at 10 o'clock. Hostesses in charge for the month fres
Sep't. 4th, %lla Mae and EJ Peters; Sep't., 11th, Sgra and Fred Bfrry: Sep't.
18th, ¥illie and Ted Tonshery; and Sep't. 4th, Marion and "Chuck" Campbell.

The muscum conmittee has decided to have a “Museum Cleaning Day"™ on the Z2nd
!ednesday of sach month. Pleass mark your calendars. This is a chanee for every
one to get involved. Remember, many hands make light work.

X F S 2T XL XX L L]

NEEZTINGS: Trustees will mest liednesday, September 1ihth in the museun a2t
8:00 o'clocks Regular meeting will be Monday evening, September 19th, in the
museum at 7:30 o'clock, Program will be "Vacation Techoes"t Hoastegses are

Gwenn Sright, Sora Jakeman, and Garnette Upton.
LSRR L 02 &)

THE GENEATCOICAL ZONMM. has suggested that "sources of information" be in-
cluded when filling out Family Tree forms {such as family bidle, books, etc.)
If you have already filled one cut and turned it in, you may add this material
by contacting Dorothy Lort

HEENEEEHTERGREN

ACQUISITICNS: Yrs. James Stephen, pyralin button heook handle; Perne Kent,
Records, Pro;rcis, ¢ Lists of Vilson graduates; Rex Stacys, Webster Diction-
ary and Fiagnrs Misteries (1821-1921); Mettie Stimson, 2 framed pictures from
Niag. Co. History bLeoo'; Jennie Pigalow, 6 post card views of Wilson; Family ef
0live tiilson, % \ilson High Yearbooks, 6 old picture albums, & 23 valentines;
Norman & Shirley !"oore, Dress,coat, child's dress,shawl, parasol,beaded cape &
mitts; Joe Figgins, “"The Pook of Pleasures” (1850)3 BPW, 1954 Charter & small
green flag; Carrie Riddleman, Holy Bible; Dorothy Thilk, "Plcturesque America”,
Vol I & II; Florence Jacobs, 14 assorted views of Vilson and Depet; Fred and
3ara Berry, 46 star American Flag; Eloise Culvermell, Leather case for rail-
road tickets owned by Dr. Cramton's wife, Rachel; Zelma Schrader, 3 daguerreo=
types; Ruth Gale, Embreoidered silk shawl worn by her in 19103 Tetate of Pessie
C. Bartholomew (via Dr. and U'rs. A.E. Ferington) 1875 woolen hooked rug. The
wool waeg gathered by a "'ilson family, sheared, washed, treated, dyed, and spun
on a homs loom. A swan woven into it is a symbdY<8T the family's home area in
Englandy !"elissa "ollosky, memorabilia from Cpl. cohn F. Webster of Civil War
Battery I" fzme, Included are commemorative badge of the Gettysburg veteran and
certificates showing him to have been a charter member of Peter A. Porter Post
of Wilson, G.A.R., member of Alpha Phi Society, Wilson Collegiate Institute,
graduate of Niagara Falls Business College, and 1860 Teaching Certificatey
Edna Goodrich, "Vhirlygig"” standing over 6' tall. Cctogan shape top turns on
square base like a *lazy susan". Many "pie-cut" shaped drawers were used to
store various types of nuts, bolts, washers, etc used in hardware stores.

B S S A NN

LOOKING BACK: About 20 years ago, June 14, 1957, to be exact, ground-break-
ing ceremonies took place for the Inter Community Hospital at Newfane, Several
Wilson Historical Seciety members participated as members of the Board, Norman
Luff, Rex Stacy, and Stanley Berngraeber {deceased). Dr., Argue was a member of
the staff and Chief of Staff in 1960.......about the same time, Gary Fitch
was the "Wilson School area Community Ambassador representing Wilsgn in Bombay,
India, The week hefore he left a special student day observance was held at
Exley Methodist Church at which Paul Stimson ushered, Cthers taking part that
day were Jean Goodrich, Susan Argue, Audrey Cole, Susan Freer, Judy Berry,
Dan Albright, and Cam Dean.

HHAEHEHFE LRSS

ALCNZC P. S3WICK will be remembered as one of Wilson's best known fruit
growers, He was the son of C. Edgar Swick and Alice M. Dobbs, both of Wilson,
and he graduated from VVilson High School. lHe later attended Cornell University.
"Lon", as he was known to everyone, married Plorence Webster of Daniel's Rd.,
daughter of Zugene ebster of Wilson and Ella M, Raymond of Cambria, She also
graduated from Wilson High and attended Teacher's Training Class. She is pres-
ently a member of the Wilson Historical Society.

Vr. Swick farmed at his East Lake Rd. home for most of his 1life and held
many prominent positions in connection with his occupation. He was Vice-Pres,
of the Niag. Frontier Growers i"arket, Inc. of Buffalo, and an Extension Service
Committeeman., He wag also Pres, of the Niag, Co., Peach Growers Assoc., and
Pres, of the Niag. C. Farm Bureau, Home Bureau, and LH Club Assoc, He was a
leader in the 1st Baptist Church of Wilson and very active in civic affairs.,
He wag Pres, of the Lion's Club, clerk of the Zoning Board, and Town Justice
of Fhe Peace for many years. In addition he was a reasl estate broker and
39;1vely responsible for getting the Marine Midland Bank to open a branch in
Yilgon.

When the Swicks celebrated their golden wedding in 1958 they had 13 grand-
children. They had three children, Mrs. Frances Diez, Nrs. Lucille Upton, and
Renald Swick., A record of the descendents of this prominent Wilseon family

should be on file in the Wilson mugeum.
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NEWSLETTER
DONALD w. CROOP, Editar
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* * * * * *
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»* +* » * » L » »*
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* » » L 3 »* » +*
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¥ - L » * L
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* * » * - - & L
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IN MEMORIAM: Wilfred H. Moody,86, was born in Wilson in 1890 and died at
Hamden, Conn. recently. He waz the son of the late Alfred and Evelyn Pettit
Moody, and graduated from Wilson High School and Syracuse University., His en-
tire career was spent as an educator and he retired as Principal of Hamden
High Schoel in 1957, Mr. Moody wag a Tife Member of the Wilson Historical Soc.
and, in addition to giving the Society a musician's sword worn by his grand-
father in the Civil War, gave the beautiful chandelier in the o0ld depot wait-
ing room as a memorial to his mother and father. The Society extends its con-
dolences to the members of his family and to his only surviving sister, Mrs.
Mildred Moody Eakin of Lakeland, Florida.

* » » »* * »* »* * * *

MUSEUM EXHIRITt The theme for October and November will be "Harvesting at
home and on the farm". John Goodrich and Rex Stacy will get the display ready
and would appreciate calls from anyone who might have items they can use.

Hostesszes for Sunday afternoons from 2 to & will be: Oct. 2nd, Frances and
Sheryl Brown:; 0Oct. 9th, John and Jean Argue; Oct, 16th, "Chuck" and Marion
Campbell; Cct. 21s%, Mabel and Margaret Wilgon; Oct. 30th, Bob and Edna Rose.
* » » » » »* E * » L]

JOINS COMMITTEE: Mrs. Dorothy Linnabery has joined the Publications Comm,,
and will assume responsibility for publicity in local newspapers, radio, or
television. Please phone or give all notices directly to her.

» * - » k »* » » - *

ROMANTIC HIGHWAY: In the early 1800's, Route 104 wag the only navigadble
road into the Niagara wilderness, and the section from Warrens Corners to Lew-
iston was part of the famous "Lewiston Trzil®”. When the road was paved in 1915
it was considered an engineering magterpiece and because of itscost, called
“The Million Dollar Highway."(a staggering amount before the days of "Amos and
Andy") In 1935, in an effort %o publicize Niagara Falls as the “Honeymoon
City", an attempt was made to name the road the "Honeymoon Trail®, and signs
with two red hearts pierced by an arrow were placed along it between Niagara
Falls and Rochester., The promotion didn't last long so today the area's most
"Romantic Highway" is simply referred to as The Ridge or Route 104,

* » * » - » * * »* -

PROGRESSING: Dr. John Argue and your editor had the honor and rleasure of
attending the first organizational meeting of the Newfane Hismtorical Society.
We have watched this active group expand its influence in the community under
the skillful guidance of Jeanne Voepel, Judson Heck, Sue McNight and othersin-
¢luding Gilbert Hartley, Peggy Chesty, Marion Gifford, and Pauline Gooding.
The annual "Apple Blossom Festival™ in May has proved to be a welcome commun~
ity attraction and now, with the recent gcquisition of the Hrvol home, West
Creek Rd.,, for use as & museum, we may anticipate great progress in the future
for the Newfame Society. ) '

* [ ] » * »* * »* * * *

LOCKING BACK: If you'd lived in Wilson in 1895 you'd have known that Timothy
Wilson was manager of Lake Island Park; the slde-wheeler, "Garden City" made
regular runs to Toronto; a boy could buy 5 packs of firecrackers for a dollar;
0.5. McChesney sold his drugetore to Norman F. Keck; there were two doctors,
Dr, W.L., Draper and Dr. F.U, Gaskill; W.E. Gifford was selling "the best coal
in town"; George King was making suits to order at his shop on Wilcox St.; and
the Clark Pros. offered first class turnouts from their livery stable,

»* * * »* * ® * »* »* *

WEDNESDAY, October 12th, is CLEAN-UP DAY AT THE MUSEUM. Call Betty Stimson.
* » » - L 3 »* » * * %

ORNAMENTS: This year's project to make hand-made Christmas tree ornaments
will feature two categories; old fashioned ones made from natural materials
such as nuts, flowers, berries, corn etc, and those following a railroad theme
which might include miniature depota, bells, engines, cars, lanterns etc. All
ornaments may be turned in at the Nov, 218t meeting or any Sunday afternoon
prior to then. All ornaments will have the name of donor attached and year, and
become a permanent part of the Society's collection. Please phone Dorothy
Linnabery for further information. (751-6567)

* »* »* »* » * * »* * * .

MEETINGS: The Truatees will meet at the museum Oct. 12th at 8 P¥M, Regular
meeting will bYe at the museum Oct. 17th at 7¢30 PM, Program will be a slide
pregentation by Warren Harrington on a trip to Australia. Refresghments will be

served by Sara Berry, Esther Albright, and Ernestine %alpole.

#* * * * * L * * * *

NEW MEMBERS: The Society welcomes Mr. and Mrs Robert (Mildred Gaskill)
Treacy of Chio, and Y¥rs., Dorotha Gaskill Weaver of St. Petersburg, Fla. There
are now 360 active members in the Wilson Historical Society,

* * »* L 4 » #* »* * » *

LIFE MEMBER: Martha L. MacAskill has been given a Life Membership in the
Wilson Historical Society by her husband, Norm. What a nice way to surprise
that “someone special™ in your 1life.

+* * » » » * * * *
BON MOT: The computer is a great invention. There are just as many

mistakes but they are nobody's fault.
LA I S
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