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DEPOT TO MUSEUM:
Ground was broken f o r the new Lake Onta r i o Shore Ra i l r oad in Oswego County, J u l y 20, 1871

and t h e fi r s t r a i l s were l a i d about two years l a t e r . The road was completed to Ontar io , 52
m i l e s west of Oswego, d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r of 1873-7); a l s o a p o r t i o n of t h e g r a d i n g th rough to
Lewiston.

Du r i ng the summer of 187) the Lake Ontar io l i n e was acquired by the Rome, Watertown, and
Ogdensburg r a i l r o a d . Arrangements were immediate ly made to l a y t h e t r a c k s to Lewiston, and
on March 22, 1876, t h e l a s t s p i k e connec t ing t h e R.W.&. QO. and t h e N.Y. C e n t r a l in Lewiston
were d r i v e n i n t o p l a c e ,

The t o t a l cost of t h e completed r a i l r o a d was 5 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , and the 1st passenger
t r a i n r o l l e d over the western end of t h e l i n e on June 12, 1876.

The fi r s t s t a t i o n a t Wi lson was b u i l t b y t h e R.W.&. 0 . , and was 131.05 m i l e s from Oswego.
It served t h e Wilson community u n t i l 1905 when t h e o r i g i n a l s t a t i o n was t o r n down and replaced
w i t h one of more modern d e s i g n . Th is is confirmed in t h e Jan. 12, 1905 e d i t i o n of t h e Wilson
" S t a r " which states, "The N.Y.Centra l is t e a r i n g down t h e o l d R.W.& O. depot in t h i s v i l l a g e ,
and the w a i t i n g room and f r e i g h t room w i l l be much l a r g e r in the new sta t ion . The o f fi c e is
now located i n a car o n the s i d i n g du r i ng erec t ion o f the new b u i l d i n g . "

About 7 years l a t e r , t h i s s t a t i o n was enlarged and a slate-asbestos r o o f was pu t over the
e n t i r e complex. In a repor t pub l i shed Aug.. 16, 1912, the "Sta r " stated, "The N.Y. Centra l
s t a t i o n here i s t o b e e n l a r g e d . . . a 30' a d d i t i o n o n t h e east end o f the present s t a t i o n w i l l
be used as a w a i t i n g room...and a 0O' add i t i on is to be b u i l t on the west end... the i n t e r i o r
w i l l be remodeled w i t h the t i c k e t o f fi c e , w a i t i n g room, f r e i g h t o f fi c e a l l be ing en la rged . ”

Work was s t i l l in progress on Oct . 14, 1913, when the "S ta r " repor ted, "When completed,
the depot w i l l be one of the l a r g e s t and best equipped depots between Rochester and the F a l l s .

The s t a t i o n was not o n l y the f o c a l p o i n t f o r most of the business conducted in or out of
Wilson, b u t also the spot where people gathered to pass on the news of the day. Numerous
t a l e s have been handed down over t h e yea rs w i t h t h e r a i l r o a d i t s e l f , sometimes, t h e b u t t of
the s t o r i e s . .

The e d i t o r of the "Star " , f o r instance, noted t h a t on March 29, 1894, a l e t t e r was received
at the Wi lson Pos to ffice t h a t had been mai led f rom Niagara F a l l s on Jan. 19, 1882. He d r y l y
commented, "We always knew the R.W.&.0. was slow, b u t t h i s beats a l l records."

Another s to ry was t o l d o f a "drummer" who, when buy ing a t i c k e t f o r Char lo t te , asked the
t i c k e t agent how l a t e t h e t r a i n would be . He was astonished when t h e agent t o l d him t h e t r a i n
was on t ime. "How come?", t h e t r a v e l e r asked in amazement. "Oh, t h i s is yesterday's t r a i n , "
the agent responded, "She's e x a c t l y 2h hours l a t e . " : ;

Ger t rude Pat te rson S a l i s b u r y, daughter o f s t a t i o n agent Richard Patterson, r e c a l l e d t h a t
many tramps used to r i d e i n t o Wilson on t h e numerous f r e i g h t t r a i n s . They would h i d e in t h e
Stevens or Swick woods u n t i l dark , t hen would break i n t o the s t a t i o n l o o k i n g f o r money or
the t i c k e t stamp. They seldom found e i t h e r because Pa t te rson took a l l t he cash home w i t h him,
and always h i d t h e t i c k e t stamp in t h e wastepaper basket.

One t ime Gertrude's mother bought some Christmas presents in Buffa lo , and h i d them in t h e
depot sa fe . Tramps broke i n t o it t h a t n i g h t and must have been somewhat dismayed when a l l
t h e y found were two d o l l s and a s i l k p e t t i c o a t .

Before the present depot was b u i l t , farmer's wives would o f t e n d r i v e t h e i r horses and bug=
g i e s t o the s t a t i o n t o sh ip m i l k t o Niagara F a l l s . When t h e f r e i g h t engines sh i f t ed cars
around, i t was hard f o r t h e l a d i e s to c o n t r o l t h e i r horses. To h e l p them out , Patterson
moved h i s desk to a n o r t h window opposite t h e t r a c k s where the horses weren't so e a s i l y upset.

One t ime, a l i t t l e o l d l a d y was seen t r y i n g t o board t h e t r a i n b u t was n o t i c e a b l y under t h e
influence o f i n tox i can ts . She seemed bound and determined to r i d e on the baggage c a r p l a t ‑
form, and t h e conductor was forced to p u t h e r o f f . L a t e r she was found stretched ou t on
the depot's w a i t i n g room fl o o r , s leep ing con ten ted ly as though on a fea the r bed. I t was
even tua l l y discovered t h a t the woman l i v e d nea r B rockpo r t , and was reputed to be the owner
of considerable p r o p e r t y. ;

Passenger service wee discontinued in 1934, and f r e i g h t serv ice ended in 1959. The Wi lson
Canning Co. bought t h e depot in 1961, and reso id it to t h e late Dr. Argue in 1965. (Dr. Argue
turned t h e property over to t h e town of Wilson in 1972 f o r use as a museum and m e e t i n g p l a c e .
f o r the Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y. ; ; '

The museum is now t h e home f o r many of t h e a r t i f ac t s and memorabilia from Wilson s pas t ,
w h i l e t h e o l d depot , l o o k i n g much as it d i d in 1912-13, is a reminder of t h a t p e r i od when
t h e o l d "Hojack" was the hub of Wilson's i n d u s t r y and soc ia l l i f e .e e  H H  S H H  R H  O F



VOLUNTEERS ARE SPECIAL:
Dur ing t h e pas t 15 years, as we've dew‐-r=ed one volunteer p r o j e c t a f t e r another in t h e

monthly Newsletter, we have seen a boarded-up r a i l r o a d depot , (once used f o r storage) blossom
i n t o a museum the e n t i r e town can be p r o u d o f .

Some o f ou r e a r l i e r members have passed o n o r moved t o warmer climes, b u t t h e work they
accompl ished is s t i l l remembered. They were p a r t of a g r e a t volunteer e f f o r t to es tab l ish a
museum in the town of Wilson, and helped p r o v e t h a t peop le can do anything once they set
t h e i r minds t o i t .

The i r p laces have been taken by others who c a r r y on the dream-=much in t h e same s p i r i t
t h a t our Colonial ancestors had when they carved a mighty na t i on from the wilderness.

In a recent ed i t i on of the "Wilson Chronicle", Harold Mosher, town superv iso r, p a i d specia l
t r i b u t e to a l l our town's volunteers and, in reference to the current e f f o r t by t h e Wilson
His to r i ca l Society to b u i l d a new t ranspor ta t ion bu i ld ing remarked, "This is b u t another e x ‑
ample of the dedication of t h e people of o u r community, and t h e i r l abo r w i l l be notched in
t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f the h i s t o r y o f Wilson."

H e a lso ra i sed another i n t e r e s t i n g thought when h e s a i d , "Take a moment t o th ink what o u r
town would be lack ing without i t s volunteers. Consider the many volunteer firemen who answer
fi r e alarms or ambulance c a l l s in e a r l y morning hours or co ld w i n t r y days; or t h e P.T.A. mem‑
bers who cont r ibu te so much to b e t t e r education o f o u r you th ; a l s o the many volunteers who
g i v e o f t h e i r t ime and labo r to Church groups , Boy and G i r l Scout t roops , L i o n ' s Club, L i t t l e
League, L i b r a r y Board, Spo r t s Boosters, h-H Clubs, and many more."

Weagree ! The town of Wilson would be a very drab p l a c e wi thout i t s volunteers.
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NEW LIFE MEMBER:
Paul J. Pasko of Niagara Fa l l s , has taken o u t a L i f e Membership in the Wilson H is to r i ca l

Soc ie ty f o r h i s younger brother, Donald Grove Pasko, who d i e d A p r i l 16, 1986 at Delanson, NY.
Donald was born in 1912 at Syracuse, NY, and moved to Wilson in 191) when h i s fa ther, Rev.

Wi l l iam Judson Pasko, assumed the pastora te of t h e 1s t B a p t i s t Church of Wilson. As a boy ;
he learned to fi s h on the East Branch of 12 M i l e Creek in the area between Cannon B a l l H i l l
and the v i l l a g e . I t was a hobby which h e pursued t o t h e t i m e o f h i s d e a t h ,

He majored in Ichthyology a t the Col lege o f Agr i cu l tu re , Corne l l U n i v e r s i t y, and spent h i s
l i f e work ing f o r the Fisheries D i v i s i o n of t h e N.Y.S. Department of Eviromental Conservation.
He became Superv isor ove r a l l the Fishery D i s t r i c t s in New York State, and pioneered the
in t roduc t ion o f Salmon to the waters o f Lake Ontar io and eastern Lake E r i e .

It is a p leasu re to add Mr. Pasko's name to t h e s o c i e t y ' s L i f e Membership r o l l , and we
thank h i s brother, Paul, f o r making i t p o s s i b l e .
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IN MEMORIAM:

The soc ie ty sadly notes the pass ing of, Mrs..Ruth (Peuchen) Gale, 92, who died Nov. 23, 1986
at the Orchard Park Health-Related Center at Orchard Park, NY.

Mrs. Gale was a resident of Wilson f o r over 60 yea rs , and a member of S t . John's Episcopal
Church. In the 1920's she helped organ ize and lead G i r l Scout Troop #1, the fi r s t G.S. troop
in Wilson, and was also an Honorary Member of the Wilson His tor ica l Society which she jo ined
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Wealso j u s t received word of the demise of Mrs. Mildred Moody Eakin, 97, who died Oct. 7th

at Lake Alped, F lo r ida .
She gradua ted from Wilson H i g h School in 1906, a l so t h e Drew Theolog ica l Seminary. She

taught school in Wilson wh i le c a r i n g f o r h e r f a the r, and then re tu rned to Drew to cont inue
teach ing .

She was w ide l y known f o r her w r i t i n g and r e l i g i o u s work, and wrote several books, some i n
col laberat ion w i t h her l a t e husband, Frank Eakin.
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BUILDING PROGRESS:

A r t Schnoor, O l l i e Clark, Tom Walder, ( t o name a few) have been work ing between t h e r a i n ‑
drops i n an e f f o r t t o ge t t he t ranspo r ta t i on b u i l d i n g closed in before w i n t e r sets i n . John
Myers and Donald Smithson have been do ing a g r e a t j o b o n the e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g .

Webe l ieve i t i s genera l l y agreed t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g cou ld n o t have been erec ted wi thout
t h e vo lun teer l a b o r and p r o f e s s i o n a l "know-how" o f some o f ou r members, While o n t h e sub jec t ,
we a l s o wish to ment ion Ora P e t t i t who donated considerable l a b o r to r e p a i r the soc ie ty ' s
e l e c t r i c "C i t i - ca r " , and rep lace the door sea ls o n t h e museum r e f r i g e r a t o r .
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RECENT DONATIONS:

Harold Swanson has donated an Addressograph Machine Model H, which was o r i g i n a l l y used by
L o c a l 233 of t h e In ternat ional Typographica l Union and N .Y. Typographica l Conference. (1930's)

Gerry Swann: Man's Black Derby- -ca. 1920.
Vesta F r o s t (Mrs. C l i f f o r d ) , Beechwood, G e t s v i l l e : 196 Centennial i s s u e o f "Crest" ;

Wilson Centennial Booklet; " S t a r l i g h t " , Wilson Class o f 1916; 1916 Commencement I n v i t a t i o n
and c l i pp i ngs about same.

Gordon Mawhiney and Paul Goetz: Lawnmower made by Savage Arms in e a r l y 1930's. In good
working o r d e r. ;

Angela Shea: Calendar of 19th Century Locomotives, and 10 p r i n t s of antique cards.
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JANUARY PROGRAM:
John Myers w i l l be t h e guest speaker at t h e Monday n i g h t meet ing of the s o c i e t y scheduled

f o r January 19, 1987, The sub jec t of h i s program is a "Mystery" , and now t h a t we've aroused
y o u r c u r i o s i t y , w e suggest you a t tend t h e meet ing and fi n d out what i t ' s a l l about.

Refreshments w i l l be served by M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r and Wanda Burrows.
The next meeting o f the Board o f D i rec to rs w i l l be he ld a t the home o f John and Eleanor

Myers, Lake and Wood S t s . , January 1h, 1987 at 8:00P,M.
% w e& K i t t y O F %
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MAKING HISTORY: :

During the Hol iday Season we a r e reminded t h a t one of Wilson's volunteer organizat ions,
the "Caring Christ ian Community Center," is p r o v i d i n g food, c l o t h i n g , and toys to those l e s s
fortunate in ou r a r e a ,

Weth ink it is w e l l to p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e C.C.C.C., which is suppor ted by l o c a l churches,
g i v e s help to people a l l y e a r 'round--=-not j u s t at Christmas.

Donations o f n o n - p e r i s h a b l e foods, new o r used c lo th ing , o r new and used toys may b e l e f t
at the Exley United Methodist Church any Wednesday afternoon from one to th ree .

The more you respond, t h e more y o u w i l l h e l p .
% % # # % & & & &

NEW MEMBERS:
I t i s a p l e a s u r e to welcome the fo l l ow ing new members i n t o the w i l son H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty :

Jerauld and Janet Brydges of Niagara Fa l l s ; Claude and Ruth Lampman of Wilson; and Harry
Haven, a l so from Wilson.
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM WELL RECEIVED:

A d e l i g h t f u l , en te r ta in ing " I t a l i a n Christmas" program was p r e s e n t e d a t the December meet‑
i n g by Mary and Tony C i p o l l a of Wilson, Michael and Antoinette Molinaro of Lockport , and
Rev. Paul Burkard, Our Lady of t h e Rosary R.C. Church, who ac ted as moni tor.

Many of th> beau t i f u l o l d customs of celebrat ing Christmas in I t a l y were recal led, and
most of the day was spent in the worship of t h e Baby Jesus (Gesu Bambino ). | Although Santa
Claus and the exchange o f g i f t s was n o t a p a r t o f t h e Christmas t rad i t i on , much dancing,
f e a s t i n g , and t h e d r i n k i n g o f wine (vino) took p l a c e i n the s t r e e t s ,

A del ic ious assortment of I t a l i a n del icacies, u s u a l l y made f o r the occasion, were prepared
by Mrs. C i p o l l a and Mrs. Molinaro i n c l u d i n g fi g cookies (cucciadate); nougat candy (tervoni);
y e l l o w beans (leepine), and cookies (gigulena).

Needless to s a y, these were a l l enjoyed by s o c i e t y members along w i t h the punch and
t rad i t i ona l Christmas cookies p r e p a r e d and served by refreshments hostesses, Emma Schrader,
Jean Swanson, and Maxine J o n e s ,
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TWO ANGELS:

Thanks to Carole Schnoor and M i l l i e Lonsbery, another successful "Snow Bear" drawing was
conducted at the December meet ing . The "Snow Bear" was g i v e n to Clara Marcks, the "Reindeer"
to Car r ie Geise; and the "Santa Bear" to Jack Maxfield.
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CLASS VISITS MUSEUM:

Mrs. Nancy Nievert's l t h grade class at Thomas Marks School v i s i t e d the museum on Dec. 16th,
where they were welcomed by Mrs. Lo i s Jennings, curavor.

Before d i v i d i ng i n t o three small groups, a shor t discussion p e r i o d was held on the e a r l y
h i s t o r y of Wilson. The 2) youngsters were then guided through the mseum by Mrs. Jennings and
Don and M i l l i e Croop.

The students asked numerous questions, a r d appeared to be genuinely interested in the
many a r t i f a c t s o n d i s p l a y.
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE 100 YEARS MAKE;

The v i l l a g e of Wilson g o t through t h e fi s c a l y e a r of 1895 on $425.87, and $92.50 was l e f t
in the t reasury. (Niagara F a l l s Journal--March 6, 1896)
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ANNUAL BREAKFAST HELD:

The 5th annual breakfast f o r Sen io r C i t i z e n s l i v i n g in the W.C.S. D i s t r i c t was he ld in t h e /
Junior/Senior H i g h Scaool r e c e n t l y, aud lu2 ven io rs at tended. uver 450 students p a r t i c i p a t e d
in the event which is sponsored by t h e Wilson Teachers Association and t h e Wilson Cent ra l
school D i s t r i c t .

A d e l i c i o u s break fas t was organ ized and prepared b y Sth grade Home and Career S k i l l s t u ‑
dents in c o o p e r s t i o n w i t h t h e ca fe te r i a s t a f f . Entertainment d u r i n g t h e event was p r o v i d e d
b y the Student Band, t h e Senior E n s e m b l e ,and t h e Musicale. There were a l so a v a r i e t y o f
o ther entertainment i n c l u d i n g over 3) e x h i b i t s of student s k i l l s in t h e school l i b r a r y .
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

At t h e December meet ing, the treasurer n o t i fi e d t h e Board t h a t funds a l l o t t e d to t h e new
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g have been spent, and t h a t money budgeted i n the g e n e r a l o p e r a t i n g
fund i s now b e i n g used t o pay a d d i t i o n a l costs.

In v i e w of t h i s , the D i rec to rs decided t h a t a l l documentation necessary f o r implementing
t h e $15,000 g r a n t promised b y the S t a t e should b e de l i ve red p e r s o n a l l y t o g r a n t o f fi c i a l s
i n  A l b a n y .

w h i t Barnum, Pres . , Don Croop, and Don Burrows were author ized to d e l i v e r t h e documents
on December 19th, and at t h e same t ime c l a r i f y any quest ions t h a t might a r i s e .

Fo l l ow ing a success fu l conference w i t h Vincent Sta l lone , J r . , D i r e c t o r, and o t h e r officials
of t h e N.Y.S. O f fi c e of Parks, Recreation, and H i s t o r i c Preservation, the h i s t o r i c a l soc iety 's
de lega t i on was informed t h a t i t s p roposa l s were i n good o r d e r and t h a t t he g ran t money should
be forthcoming by mid February.
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DID YOU KNOW..... ;

That t h e two top students to graduate f rom the new Wilson High School in 1936 were Melva
Arnold, va led ic to r ian , and Rachel Holman, sa lu ta to r ian , b o t h res iden ts o f Ransomvil le.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR: . ;

A s t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y s t a r t s i t s 15th e x c i t i n g New Year, w e wish a l l o u r mem‑
bers a happy, h e a l t h y, prosperous, and peace fu l one.

. i a i i on
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WINTER CHORES "DOWN ON THE FARM":
There have been a l o t of changes "down on t h e farm" s ince those days when o1' Dobbin was

t h e main source of horsepower. Family farms were s t i l l qu i t e prevalent and, though t h e i r
acreage was smal l , most were able to prov ide t h e simple needs of those who operated them.

Work was mos t l y done by members of t h e f a m i l y , b u t some of the b e t t e r r u n farms were able
to support a h i r e d man and even p a r t t ime "hands" f o r spec ia l j obs . Winter was t h e t ime to
" b a t t e n down t h e hatches", so's to speak, and t h e shor t days were o f t e n spent c u t t i n g wood,
husk ing corn, s o r t i n g beans, t r i m m i n g trees o r grapes, o r j u s t s i p p i n g c i d e r b y a p o t - b e l l y
stove o r warm fi r e p l a c e .

The l a t e E a r l Armstrong of Wi lson once noted some of t h e jobs he worked at in those e a r l y
days be fo re s o c i a l s e c u r i t y, unemployment insurance, food stamps, and wel fa re , (as we know
them today.) It was a t ime when one d o l l a r a day p l u s room and board were p r e t t y f a i r wages
on t h e farm.

He remembered how he used to walk t h r e e m i l e s f rom h i s home to t h e Pease farm where he
spent the day sawing and s p l i t t i n g wood. H e and h i s partner were expected t o b e i n t h e woods
b y d a y l i g h t , and would work there u n t i l dark . I t was necessary t o c a r r y a lunch p a i l , double
b i t axe, and cross cut saw to the work s i t e , and he recal led tha t the fi r s t t h i n g they d id
was to b u i l d a fi r e to set t h e i r lunch p a i l s near--thus assur ing there'd be no frozen sande
wiches at lunch t ime.

Axes were used to c lear branches from the trees, and a s i x foo t cross cut saw was used to
saw the l o g s i n t o 1 4 inch b l o c k s , These were s p l i t i n t o slabs w i th axe and wedge, and two
men had to work hard to cut up 5 cords a d a y.

They received 50 cents a cord or about $2.50 a day f o r t h e i r l abo r, which gave each man
$1.25 f o r h i s day's work. When i t was too dark t o work any l o n g e r , they had the three mi le
t r e k back to town to look forward t o .

Another cold weather chore was husking corn. A person could usua l l y h i r e out to husk corn
on shares, and h i s pay was genera l l y one bushel o f corn f o r every fi v e bushels fi l l e d . I f
one worked r e a l s teady, he could husk about lO bushels a d a y, g i v i n g him 8 bushels to keep.

The corn could then be turned in at t he Charles Chapman M i l l on Young Street f o r 20 cents
a bushel . ‘The $1.60 received f o r t h e day's work was s l i g h t l y b e t t e r t h a n the pay received
f o r c u t t i n g wood a l l d a y .

S o r t i n g beans was another f a m i l y p r o j e c t f o r w i n t r y d a y s . The bad beans were used f o r
chicken feed w h i l e the good ones were k e p t f o r e a t i n g or sold f o r cash. Needless to s a y, a
l o t of baked beans and bean soup were consumed in those days.

The b i g g e r bean growers were ab le to g e t a b e t t e r p r i c e f o r t h e i r product when t h e beans
were hand sorted, so they were always w i l l i n g to take bags of beans to anyone's home who
would b e w i l l i n g t o sort them. :

C u t t i n g wood manual ly w i t h axe and cross cut saw was s t i l l q u i t e common i n t o t h e 1930's,
and Henry Beaman and R o l l i n Chace o f Chestnut R d , Wilson, were ve ry e f fi c i e n t a t i t .

Wer e c a l l h a v i n g them cut up an o l d apple orchard on our p lace about t h a t t ime which they
agreed to do on a share and share a l i k e b a s i s . They seemed to thoroughly en joy work ing t o ‑
g e t h e r, and M r . Chace would sometimes remark, "You know, a person gets warm tw ice when
c u t t i n g wood, once when h e saws i t , and a g a i n when h e burns i t . "x * & H & H H HFKHHKKXOF
THE SENATOR SLEPT:

The l a t e State Senator Ear l W. Brydges o f Wilson, wh i l e on an e a r l y e lec t i on speaking tou r,
missed connections w i t h t h e New York Centra l "Empire State Express" when a h o t e l c l e r k at
Newburgh, NY, f o r g o t to awaken h im one m o r n i n g .

The senator, wi thout much hope f o r success, ca l l ed t h e New York o f fi c e to see if a t r a i n
could b e stopped a t Beacon where h e could board i t . Much t o h i s s u r p r i s e t h e t r a i n stopped,
and courteous ra i l r oad emflgvees were soon g i v i n g h i m t h e "red carpet treatment".

It wasn't u n t i l l a t e r t h a t the congenial Sta te Senator f rom Wilson discovered t h a t o f fi ‑
c i a l s in New York had mistaken him f o r U.S. Senator S ty les Br i dges of New Hampshire.
(Union Sun & Journal=1952)

s o e e e H H H H H H H O H

MEMORIAL FUND REPORT:
Our t reasurer repor ts t h a t d u r i n g the year 1986, $4,035 was contributed to t h e Memorial

Fund in memory of loved ones by members and f r i e n d s of t h e Wilson Histor ical S o c i e t y.
ue * & HK H & % RH H H

NOSTALGIA is a fi l e t h a t removes t h e rough edges f rom t h e good o l d days . (Doug Larson)
* * & HH H KH KH HR HR HK FF
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FIRST TREE RECALLED:

The soc ie t y ' s 1s t Christmas t ree was decorated in the Town H a l l by Joe H igg ins and’ Bet ty
Stimson in December, 1972. Candles on the branches and o l d ornaments were tas te fu l l y d i s ‑
played midst s t r i n g s of popcorn and cranberries, wh i l e o l d toys from yesteryear were placed
on the fl o o r around the tree.

The soc ie ty has had a beau t i f u l l y decorated t r e e in the museum every y e a r since, and the
p a s t few y e a r s there has been one in both t h e Patterson Room and Wai t ing Room.

For many yea rs , Joe made a n a t t r a c t i v e wreath f rom evergreen boughs t o p l a c e outs ide the
bui ld ing, b u t l a s t y e a r L o i s Jennings made a huge 3 f o o t wreath covered w i t h a hundred whi te
s p a r k l i n g l i g h t s f o r mounting o n t h e east end o f t h e d e p o t .

Sadly enough, what goes up m s t come down, so a word of thanks to those who p i t c h e d in
and helped pack the decorations away f o r another years: Edna Rose, Chrm., Bob Rose, Jane
Demmin, Cindy Wilson, F loss ie Lor tz , M i l l i e Croop, and Bur t and Lo is Jennings.

HeH#HHHH%HH HHH HH
NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Donna and Sidney P e t t i t o f Wilson a r e now L i f e Members of t h e Wilson His tor ica l Society
through the courtesy of t h e i r son, Ga ry, who p r e s e n t e d them w i t h t h e s p e c i a l memberships in
honor of t h e i r 39th Wedding Anniversary.

Ho MH M He RH BH H H x
Sidney Walton P e t t i t , the son o f E a r l and kub ie J a r v i s P e t t i t , was born o n the Brayley Rd.,

Wilson, A p r i l 17, 192k. He attended t h e D i s t r i c t #5 School, and gradua ted from t h e Wilson
Central School in 1 9 2 ,

Sidney i s r e t i r e d f rom E . I . Dupont, Niagara F a l l s , where h e was employed a s a p i p e fi t t e r
f o r 33 y e a r s . He is a member of t h e 1 s t B a p t i s t Church of Wilson, and enjoys hunt ing, s tock
car r a c i n g , fi s h i n g , and bowl ing.

H is maternal g rand fa ther, Rev. Charles J a r v i s , was pas to r o f t h e 1 s t B a p t i s t Church o f
Wilson f o r 5 y e a r s , and h i s p a t e r n a l g r a n d f a t h e r, S i l a s P e t t i t , used t o haul m i l k f o r the
o l d Glen Leetch Dai ry in Wilson.

Sidney's great grand fa ther, Wi l l i am 0. P e t t i t , s e t t l e d in w i l son in 1822,
Ho HM H eH % HH H H +

Donna Reed P e t t i t , the daughter of Lawrence and Frances Reed, was born in Newfane, and
attended t h e D i s t r i c t #13 School on Wilson-Cambria Road. She gradua ted from Wilson Centra l
School in 1945, and marr ied Sidney P e t t i t in 197. They have three children, Gary, Rodney,
and Carol (Chase) of Mentor, Ohio; a l so one grandchi ld , Mathew Chase.

Donna was one of the 1s t members of S t . Paul's Lutheran Church in Wilson, and l a t e r became
a member of the 1s t B a p t i s t Church where she has served on numerous Boards, and also taught
Sunday School f o r 25 years .

In 1946 she was employed in the Wilson Postoffice while Frank Campbell was Postmaster, and
has worked there under fi v e postmasters f o r the pas t 29years. She is a charter member of
the Lake Shore Mother' Club, and her main hobby is gardening and making fl o r a l ar rangements .

H e 4H KH H H H KH H 4%
RECENT ACQUISITIONS: .

Eleanor Eckert has donated 8 Crys ta l Glasses to the museum t h a t were g iven as wedding
p r e s e n t s t o her paremts, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schultz, i n January, 1903.

Harold Donner, Ithaca, NY: Two books, "The E r i e Canal" (1817-1967) by Clarence 0. Lewis;
and a "His tory of Randleigh Farm" (1937).

Mrs. Wa l te r Wilson: Photo of east end of “Sunset Is land"; Framed p i c t u r e of Tugwel l home
on is land , ca. 1915; and Framed p i c t u r e of Walter, Emerson, Llewelyn, and Mer le Wilson w i t h
Lark Moag and Ted Myers.

Frank l in Bickford, Newburyport, Mass: One wood Maytag Washing Machine f rom estate of
Charles Lee and E d i t h Thompson, Ransomville. The machine is bel ieved to have been purchased
new by them ca. 1930.

Wilson Free L i b r a r y : "Crests", 1959, 1943; Souven i r H i s t o r y of Niagara County; New York
Times, 3/5/39; "Jubi lee" i s s u e of Niagara F a l l s Gazette, 10/8/67; Niagara-Or leans At las ,
1875; and Century At las , 1908.

Richard B ick fo rd , Newfane: D e t r o i t Jewel Gas Stove, ca. 1920,
Edward Goodnight : Large matted photo of 1903 Caboose showing "Hojack" s i g n .
Cyn th ia Wilson: Large brass handled K e t t l e and Dress Form.
M r s , John Argue: 1967 Volvo in good cond i t ion .
Donna P e t t i t : Door La t ch and Lock f rom the o r i g i n a l o l d Postoffice.

% 4% # 4 H HH H KH
PUBLICATIONS NOTICE:

I n o r d e r t o he lp hold down p u b l i c a t i o n costs, i t has been decided not t o p u b l i s h a 1987
Membership R o l l , a l s o r e p r i n t s of t h e brochure, "Welcome to t h e Museum" w i l l be postponed
u n t i l March s i n c e t h e museum w i l l no t reopen t o v i s i t o r s u n t i l Sunday, A p r i l 5 th ,

It is suggested t h a t members keep t h e i r 1986 membership booklets, and add new names as
they appear i n the News le t t e r,

The membership r o l l s are u s e f u l f o r f a i r chairmen who wish to contact helpers, and is a lso
used b y the nominat ing committee when se lec t i ng nominees f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n a t t h e May meet ing .

Hopefu l ly, an updated r o l l can be pub l ished in 1988. Webel ieve i t i s essent ia l t h a t o u r
members know who belongs to the s o c i e t y, o therwise i t m igh t become inc reas ing ly d i f fi c u l t to
fi n d people to support i t .

% 4 H H He H H H HR x
NEW MEMBERS: ; _

A c o r d i a l welcome to o u r l a t e s t new members: Mrs . Mary C i g a l of Washington, W. V i r g i n i a ,
a s i s t e r o f Judy Barnum o f Somerset. A lso, Mrs . Helen Thompson Heckes o f O y s t e r v i l l e , Wash‑
i n g t o n , a d i r e c t descendent of Lu ther Wilson.

% NM H H MH H H H KH #
EXPERIENCE is wonderful; it a l lows you to r e c o g n i z e a mis take every t i m e you repeat i t .

4 o e H o H O R H R R K H x
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"PIONEER" RETURNS TO LOWER FORTY-EIGHT: . “

Several weeks ago we r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f rom E l t o n Jonas of Smi th R i ve r, Cal i fornia,* r e ‑
questing in fo rma t i on about h i s g randpa ren ts , August and Fredreka Jonas, who s e t t l e d on the
(present) German Road ca. 1865, H e s a i d t h e German Road was o r i g i n a l l y named the Jonas Fuad
a f t e r h i s grandparents, and he remembered t h e smal l cab in near the Danie l ' s Road in which
they l i v e d .

Jonas s ta r ted h i s school ing in t h e one room frame schoolhouse at the corner of t h e Wil low
and Townline Roads, and in the wintert ime, when h i s f a t h e r was unable to s t a r t t h e i r Model-T
Ford, h e would h i t c h a horse t o t h e c u t t e r and d r i v e him t o school. H e r e c a l l e d t h a t some‑
times t h e k i d s would b r i n g vegetab les and meat to school, and the teacher would cook up a
stew o n t h e p o t - b e l l y stove t h a t stood i n t h e center o f the room.

When he attended the Union School, L o t t i e Coombs was h i s teacher, and it was about t h i s
time t h a t h i s f a t h e r d ied. When no t in school, he spent much of h i s t ime fi s h i n g at the
harbor and go ing " n e t t i n g " w i t h Merle Wilson and "Uncle B i l l i e " .

It was ca. t h e 1960's when he decided to become a modern day p i o n e e r and headed f o r Alaska.
His w i f e , who was r a i s e d in Somerset, went w i t h him, and they b u i l t a two room cab in in which
there was n o e l e c t r i c i t y . Propane gas was used f o r l i g h t and cook ing , and they k e p t warm
w i t h a p o t - b e l l y stove i n which e i t h e r wood o r c o a l cou ld b e burned. They r a i s e d t h e i r own
vegetables,and, s i nce t h e s o i l is v e r y r i c h in Alaska, were ab le to grow cabbage t h a t weighed
up to 30 pounds a head. The summers were warm and o f t e n reached 90 degrees, b u t i t a l so was
very c o l d in w in te r, o f t e n reach ing seventy degrees below zero .

Jonas is a carpenter, and s a i d he wouldn't recommend anyone g o i n g to Alaska wi thout a t rade .
* 4% = + + F H HH HF

I T ' S A SMALL WORLD:
A check of t h e society 's 1986 guest r e g i s t e r revea l s t h a t d u r i n g t h e 9 month p e r i o d from

A p r i l to January, 1,020 persons v i s i t e d t h e museum and signed t h e book. Of t h i s t o t a l , 58
were from 17 d i f f e r e n t states i n c l u d i n g Hawai i , and severa l guests registered from Germany,
Mexico, Japan, and Canada.

Many favorable comments have been rece i ved r e g a r d i n g t h e museum, and t h e s o c i e t y is g r a t e ‑
f u l to the 77 h o s t s and hostesses who g r e e t e d o u r v i s i t o r s and made them f e e l welcome.

% 0 ++ 4 + + HE H H
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

As a matter of informat ion, i t has been suggested t h a t the names of a l l board members be
pub l i shed in the Newsletter.

O f fi c e r s ; Whitney Barnum, Pres., Norm MacAski l l , 1s t Vice-Pres., John Myers, 2nd Vice ‑
Pres., Faye Pise l lo , Rec. Sec., Helen Stevens, Cor. Sec., and M i l l i e Croop, Treas.

Trustees: Mrs. John Argue; Ed Hastings; Bu r t Jennings; Don Burrows; Don Croop3 A r t
Schnoor; Leo Klees; N e t t i e Stimson; and George Linnabery. Also, Harold Mosher; town super-~
v isor ; and Eleanor Myers, town h i s to r i an .

Appointees: l o i s Jennings, Curator; A r t Schnoor, Chrm., Planning Board; and George
Linnabery, Chrm. Antique Car Comm.

He 4 H KH 4 He 4% H %
BOARD MEETING: . ;

The next meeting of the Board of Di rec tors w i l l be held at the home of Clark and N e t t i e
Stimson, February 11th, at 8:00 PM.

% # 4 H H H H H KH
MUSEUM'S ANTIQUE & CLASSIC CARS:

A s o f January 1 , 1987, the f o l l o w i n g l i s t o f c a r s have been donated and accepted:
190 Covert; 1907 Metz; 1928 Reo Coupe; 1957 L i n c o l n Mark I I ; 1959 Cad i l l ac Convert ible;
1962 Vauxhall; 1970 Olds Cut las Convert ib le; 1967 Pontiac Convert ib le; 1923 Chevrolet One
Ton Truck; 1919 Ford T. T. Truck; 1973 Buick R i v. ; 1968 Corva i r Monza Cp . ; 1966 Cad i l l ac
Covert ib le; 1962 Chryster l d r sedan; 1963 Av a n t i Studebaker; 196 Chrys le r Imp. Limousine;
1952 W i l l y s Jeep; 1976 E l e c t r i c C i t i - c a r ; 1969 Volkswagon Bus; 197) Volkswagon Super Bug;
1975 Buick Riv iera ; 1967 Volvo.

S i x cars were disposed o f i n c l u d i n g : 1966 Plymouth; 1970 C a d i l l a c Cp; 1967 I m p e r i a l
LeBaron; 1960 Volvo; 1972 Pinto; and 1978 Buick Elect ra .

x oe HH H HH HK HX HK H
FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Lynda Wil l iams, music i n s t r u c t o r a t Wi lson C e n t r a l School, w i l l p resen t t h e program a t the
r e g u l a r monthly meet ing of the s o c i e t y on February 16th, at 7:30PM. Lynda w i l l be ass is ted
by some of h e r p iano students as they c a r r y ou t t h e theme, "Piano Students Come f o r a Lesson" ,

L u c i l l e Upton and Helen Stevens w i l l serve l i g h t ref reshments a f t e r t h e program.
% e & & & H H H H

AHEAD OF THEIR TIME:
The p r o p r i e t o r s o f t h e Lockport Journa l have thrown t h e i r compositors i n t o a s ta te o f alarm

by i n t i m a t i n g t h a t they th ink favorab ly o f t h e i d e a o f employing women typeset te rs . (Wilson
" S t a r " , J u l y 18, 1895.)

H% Me % H H H 4 H %
MEETING POSTPONED:

Due t o storm warnings and p o o r v i s i b i l i t y , t h e r e g u l a r meet ing scheduled f o r January 19th
was postponed u n t i l the f o l l o w i n g week.

4 4 e H H He HR
MEMORIAL DAY FAIR:

N e t t i e Stimson, L o i s Barnum, and M i l l i e Croop have agreed t o share the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r
t h e 1987 Memorial Day F a i r . A m e e t i n g w i l l be h e l d soon to make p l a n s , and y o u ' l l make t h e i r /
j o b e a s i e r i f y o u " l l p lease vo lun tee r to h e l p and n o t w a i t t o be asked.

This i s the soc ie t y ' s 15th annual f a i r , and as you a l l should know, o u r main source o f
income. I f y o u have ideas o r sugges t i ons , contact one o f t h e above.

H 4 # # H # 4 H H
BON MOT: Elephants and grandch i ld ren never f o r g e t . (Andy Rooney)
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THE HISTORIC WOODEN CABOOSE:
I t would b e hard t o d r i v e b y t h e Wi l son Museum w i t h o u t n o t i c i n g t h e o l d wooden caboose

t h a t sets just n o r t h of t h e former d e p o t . Now, w i t h everyone's a t t e n t i o n focused on t h e
new t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g , w e shouldn't f o r g e t t h a t t h e o l d caboose i s one o f a f a s t d i s ‑
appear ing breed.

I t was acquired f r o m Robert S t e p h a n s k i , J r . , o f L o c k p o r t th rough t h e pers is tence o f t h e
l a t e D r . John F. Argue o f Wilson, 1 s t P res iden t o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

A f t e r considerable research, a s e t of b l u e p r i n t s f o r i t were obtained, and it was deter-~
mined t h a t i t had been b u i l t in 1903 at t h e New York C e n t r a l Carbarns in Rochester, NY. It
is c lassed as a work caboose, and f o r many years was used to s e r v i c e t h e r a i l l i n e between
Rochester and N i a g a r a F a l l s , NY. A c t u a l l y , it was a home on wheels f o r t h e work crews who
a te and s l e p t i n i t .

On each s i d e of t h e c a r a r e t h e upho ls te red bunks where t h e men could s to re t h e i r g e a r
o r t o o l s and r e l a x . Near t h e m idd le , a l o n g t h e n o r t h s ide , i s an au then t i c coa l stove which
not on ly heated the vehicle, bu t could be used f o r warming up soup or coffee, or even cook‑
i n g simple meals. Next to the stove is a coa l b i n , and beyond it a sect ion w i t h small i c e
box and storage space f o r food or other commodities. There is a lso a small wash basin and
simple t o i l e t , a lso a water hose connected to an overhead tank.

At the r e a r of the car, one may cl imb up and s i t beneath the ra ised cupola where the brake ‑
man could keep an eye on the f r e i g h t cars connect ing the caboose w i t h the locomotive. From
there, s i g n a l s could b e sent back and f o r t h ~ fl a s h i n g l i g h t s o r " t o o t s " o n t h e wh is t le .

Some of the society 's r a i l r o a d memorabilia housed in the caboose has an i n t e r e s t i n g h i s ‑
t o r y. A galvanized k e t t l e , (with spout) is a good exemple. Dur ing the days of t h e Great
Depression, many tramps or hoboes used to " r i d e the r a i l s " on the numerous f r e i g h t t r a i n s
t h a t passed through Wilson. Some of them would leave the t r a i n to seek she l te r in the near-=
by Wilson or Swick woods. There they 'd set up camp and cook meals over an open fi r e . One
t ime, one o f t h e hoboes apparen t l y s t o l e an o f fi c i a l N .Y. C e n t r a l ga lvan ized k e t t l e , which
was used to cook up potato soup inWilson's woods. The k e t t l e was l a t e r found by Mr. Wilson,
and, ( s t i l l in exce l len t cond i t ion) was g i v e n to t h e museum by Miss Mabel W i l s o n ,

Another i n t e r e s t i n g i t e m o n d i s p l a y i s a fo rked wooden p o l e which, w i t h a l i t t l e imagina=
t i o n , could be compared to an o l d carpet b e a t e r. T h i s was used by t h e s t a t i o n agent to
hook messages from t h e t r a i n crew when a locomot ive slowed down at t h e s t a t i o n b u t wasn't
scheduled to s top .

How t h e caboose came to be p laced on t h e museum grounds is a s t o r y in i t s e l f . Members of
t h e soc ie t y discovered a covered-over s w i t c h i n g s p u r once used by t h e o r i g i n a l Rome, Water ‑
town, and Ogdensburg l i n e . A group of men c leared o f f t h e s p u r, which was l o c a t e d j u s t
no r th of t h e depot , and prepared t h e s i t e f o r t h e newly acquired caboose. Whitney Barnum,
O l l i e C la rk , E a r l Swann, and Bob Kohr ing p laced new r a i l s and t i e s over t h e o r i g i n a l road ‑
bed, and Don Kerwin, L l o y d A l b r i g h t , Fred B e r r y , and Thomas Sharpe I I I drove t h e i r o n spikes
i n t o t h e t i e s t o h o l d t h e r a i l s i n p o s i t i o n .

When every th ing was r e a d y, "Red" C l a r k donated h i s t i m e and equipment to t ranspor t t h e
caboose f r o m Lockpor t where it was disassembled, t h e n b rough t to Wi l son on a fl a t b e d ; w i t h
t h e two heavy wheel sec t ions loaded on a t r u c k . _It. was a memorable day in December, 197h,
when acaravan of c a r s and t r u c k s , escorted by t h e N iagara County S h e r i f f ' s Department,
p u l l e d i n t o t h e Wi lson Museum w i t h l i g h t s fl a s h i n g and s i r e n s b l o w i n g . A short t ime l a t e r ,
t h e crane operator lowered t h e wheel t r u c k s onto t h e r a i l s , and the caboose was then c a r e ‑
f u l l y lowered i n t o p o s i t i o n over t h e wheels.

P r e l i m i n a r y work was done o n t h e caboose b y G a r y Jacobs, B i l l Smith, D e l b e r t P f o h l , and
Bob Rose who removed t h e plywood s i d i n g and covered t h e r o o f .

In 1979, a few o f t h e soc ie ty ' s members reso lved t h a t t h e caboose should no t se t t h r o u g h
another "Memorial Day F a i r " w i t hou t b e i n g scraped and p a i n t e d , and on May 19, 1979, the
1 s t coat o f r e d p a i n t was app l i ed w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g persons d o i n g t h e work : Fenton Cole,
Fred B e r r y, Carole Schnoor, Helen Dinse, Edgar Culverwel l , Ed H a s t i n g s , D a r r e l l Smith, A r t
Schnoor, Bob Rose, and Don and M i l l i e Croop. The N.Y. C e n t r a l l e t t e r i n g o n the s ides was
l a t e r appl ied by Harold Fitzsimmons of Cambria.

Bu r t Jennings o f Wi lson is c u r r e n t l y i n charge o f t h e caboose renova t ion program, and he
has been p r i n c i p a l l y responsible f o r a t t a c h i n gnew steps; r e p a i r i n g t h e p la t f o rms ; p a i n t i n g
the e n t i r e structure i n s i d e and out ; i n s t a l l i n g new windows; and s e a l i n g and waterproofing
t h e r o o f . It is p resen t l y planned to rep lace t h e worn s i d i n g . (Continued on page 2)
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N N a T L S S S e p S e

(Caboose continued) - 2 ‑
American r a i l r o a d s a r e now phas ing o u t t h e o n c e fami l i a r caboose which, f o r many years,

Served a s a r o l l i n g o f fi c e o n wheels; o r f e r r i e d work crews from one p l a c e t o a n o t h e r , Wi th
computers t a k i n g over, t h e caboose is dest ined to become as e x t i n c t as the Dinosaur.

Thank t o B u r t Jennings and h i s h e l p e r s , t h e 1903 caboose i s b e i n g p r e s e r v e d f o r f u t u r e
generat ions , and may someday be one of t h e museum's r a r e s t a t t rac t ions .

%M 4% 4 & & H #8 H HB x
SAVE OUR HOSPITAL:

Now i s t h e t i m e t o ac t . Don't s i t q u i e t l y b y and l e t t h e s ta te reduce t h e beds i n y o u r
Inter-Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane. W r i t e a l e t t e r to Gov. Mar io Cuomo and s ta te y o u r reasons
why you t h i n k t h e Newfane F a c i l i t y should be k e p t open . You can make a d i f f e rence . Send y o u r
l e t t e r to t h e Execut ive Chamber, C a p i t o l B u i l d i n g , A lbany, NY 122h7.

ee H H H KR H H &
IN MEMORIAM:

The s o c i e t y s a d l y notes t h e p a s s i n g of two of i t s honorary members, A l b e r t " B e r t " I s r a e l ]
and h i s w i f e , M inn ie M i l l e r I s r a e l , b o t n r e s i d e n t s o f t h e F a i r c h i l d Nurs ing tiome i n Lewiston.
"Ber t " , 104, d i e d February 1, 1987, and Minnie, 98, fo l lowed him on February 1h, 1987.

The I s r a e l s a r e su rv i ved by a daughter, Mrs. E lw in (Garnette) Upton; a son, Bernard (Rena)
I s r a e l , b o t h of Wilson; a l so 2 grandch i ld ren, 2 great-yrandsons, and n i e c e s and nephews,

The I s r a e l s opera ted a f r u i t and v e g e t a b l e fa rm o n Bray ley Road, and w e r e r e c e n t l y honored
f o r be ing t h e o l d e s t l i v i n g mar r i ed coup le in New York S t a t e . In terment was at N o r t h Ridge,

i a a a
PLANNING BOARD REORGANIZED:

The Board o f D i rec to rs have appointed t h e f o l l o w i n g members to t h e l o n g range p lann ing
board: Whit Barnum, Chrm., L o i s Jennings, Cu ra to r, John Myers, Ar thur Schnoor, Edward
dast ings, Norm MacAski l l , and Donald Burrows.
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FINAL TOUCH:

A r t Schnoor has been m a i i n g a cupo lo f o r t h e new t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g . I t w i l l no t o n l y
d ress up t h e appearance of t h e b u i l d i n g , b u t w i l l a l s o c o n t a i n o u t s i d e s p e a k e r s , Audio s y s ‑
tems a r e hooked up and main ta ined by John Myers.
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ONE HUNDRED EIGHT AND COUNTING:

The Wi lson d i s . soc. i s p r o u d t o c o n g r a t u l a t e I d a Rohr ing Kreon, who celeorated h e r 108th
b i r thday at t h e Newfane H e a l t ! F a c i l i t y , Wednesday, February 18, 1987.

I d a was born o n the Brayley Road i n 1979, and f o l l o w i n g her marr iage t o seymour Ereon,
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n many o f the shows p u t o n i n t h e o l d A l b r i g h t Opera House. 3he a l so enjoyed
a t tend ing the dances on Sunset I s land and, a f t e r her fusband and Henry G i l e s b u i l t the "Ger, "
Theater on Young St ree t , could be seen he lp ing ou t on t h e t i c k e t window.

She cherishes the hundreds of cards she has r e c e i v e d from h e r f r i e n d s and neighbors, and
i s e s p e c i a l l y p roud o f those sent t o h e r b y Presidents Ford, Car ter, and Reagan.

He oe & H HH H H H HR
DAYS O F THE "TIN L I Z Z I E " ;

Bob Rose r e c e n t l y r eca l l ed some of t h e e a r l y autos. that.were once seen on the streets of
Wilson, b u t no doubt many would be un fam i l i a r to t h e present-day g e n e r a t i o n ,

One model was t h e black |,-door Lex ington w i t h w i r e wheels owned by Mrs. M i l l e r o f the M i l l e r
an? Brown store. Another was a 1915 l-door Baby Grand Chevrolet d r i v e n by h i s unc le , Ray Burton.

h e s a i d t h a t " V i c " B e r l i n , former town o f Wi lson s u p e r v i s o r, drove a 1926 S-cy l inder Marmon,
and t h a t t h e c a r was l a t e r owned by E l w i n Up ton . I t seems t h a t when Mlwin acqui red t h e ca r,
t he power t r a i n gave ou t and he had t roub le g e t t i n g a new p a r t . He was fi n a l l y ab le to g e t one
t h a t was made f o r a McCormick t r ac to r, and drove t h e Marmon f o r many y e a r s a f t e r ,

some o t h e r models t h a t would be st rangers in to -day ' s showrooms m i g h t i n c l u d e t h e snappy
1920 l -cy l inder l-door S c r i p p s Booth Roadster owned by Erse l McCormick o f Lake Road, or t h e
1919 Buick l-passenger Club Coupe s p o r t e d by Charles Tugwel l , p r o p r i e t o r of t h e former
Fedonia Preserving Company of Wi lson.

Leonard Tabor learned to d r i v e on a brand new 1922,7 passenger Nash Tour ing Car, and George
Gooley of Lockport used to d r i v e a 1922 L i b e r t y back and f o r t h to Wilson.

Today, some models l i k e the Overland, Oakland, Paige, Graham, Desota, Essex, and model T
Ford a r e o n l y memories, b u t a l though General Motors, Ch rys le r, and Ford have produced models
t h a t a r e now obsolete, they a r e s t i l l t h e g i a n t s o f t h e auto indus t ry - -desp i te f o r e i g n i m p o r t s .

ee He eH H HH MH HH KH x
A NOTE OF THANKS: a _.

The s o c i e t y i s g r a t e f u l t o Roger Demmin f o r d o n a t i n g 5 0 bales o f hay used a s a f r o s t p r e ‑
v e n t a t i v e measure around the base o f t he new t ranspo r t a t i on b u i l d i n g . Also, i n s p i t e o f nasty
weather, O l l i e C l a r k and A r t Schnoor have managed t o g e t t h e doors i n p l a c e p e r m i t t i n g John
Myers and Don Smithson t o complete much o f t h e e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g . E d Hast ings and Don Burrows
have o f f e r e d t o h e l p p a i n t t h e i n s i d e o f t h e b u i l d i n g when weather p e r m i t s .

% eM M HM HM HH MR HH HM
ANOTHER MASTERPIECE:

This y e a r ' s " Tu l i p " Q u i l t , wh ich was appliqued by Joe Higg ins and q u i l t e d by l a d i e s of t h e
Wi lson H i s . Soc., is comparable to t h e many b e a u t i f u l q u i l t s made in p r e v i o u s y e a r s . It w i l l
be awarded to someone at t h e "Memorial Day F a i r " a long w i t h a handmade afghan, c a r v i n g set ,
and Socie ty Recipe Book.

Donation t i c k e t s a r e now ava i lab le , and because o f t h e i n t e r e s t shown b y o u r o u t - o f - s t a t e
members, w e hope you w i l l a g a i n p a r t i c i p a t e . A l l t i c k e t stubs should b e re tu rned t o B e t t y
Stimson, 50 Harbor S t ree t , Wilson, NY 14172.

He % H HH HM HR HH MR H
SKELETONS IN CLOSET:

Rare is t h e p e r s o n who doesn' t do a l i t t l e p r u n i n g before boast ing about h i s fam i l y t ree.
ee ee KR HMHh HR HH
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MEMORIAL DAY FAIR ACTIVITIES PLANNED:°

The 1 s t p l a n n i n g sess ion f o r t h e Memorial Day F a i r was h e l d a t t h e home o f N e t t i e Stimson
when i t was dec ided t o p e r m i t t h e Wi lson L i t t l e League t o h o l d a Chicken Bar-B-Q w i t h s e r v i n g s
s t a r t i n g a t 1:00PM. Other food f a v o r i t e s w i l l b e served b y t h e s o c i e t y s t a r t i n g a t 10:00AM.,
and w i l l i nc lude Homemade C h i l i , Salads, F ies, Funnel Cakes, Candy, Hot Doys, Popcorn,
and beverages i n c l u d i n gco f fee , tea, lemonade, and P f e i f f e r ' s Loganberry Dr ink .

A v a r i e t y of e x h i b i t i o n s , mus ica l programs, and c r a f t demonstrat ions a r e planned w i t h
s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n g i v e n t o t h e q u i l t d r a w i n g and l a r g e " fl e a marke t " wh ich w i l l f e a t u r e o v e r
150 dea le rs i n ant iques, c r a f t s , and c o l l e c t i b l e s .

The F a i r is expected to be underway by 9:00AM, Monday, May 25th, and in a d d i t i o n to f r e e
p a r k i n g and admission, s h u t t l e bus s e r v i c e w i l l be p r o v i d e d to and from t h e v i l l a g e .

50 f a r , t h e f o l l o w i n g have volunteered to be chairpersons: Wanda Eurrows, food; G a i l
Walders, fishpond; Lucy Monroe, candy; Mel inda Hutchison, cotton candy; Judy Zauner, co f fee ,
Jane Demmin, fl e a market; C a r o l s m i t h , funne l cakes; Sue Schul tz , popcorn and lemonade;
C h r i s t i n e Kelman, membership; D o r i s Klees, Ways & Means; A r t Schnoor, h o t dogs; George
Linnabery, antique cars; l o i s Jenn ings , m i s e u m ; B u r t Jenn ings , caboose; Maxine Jones, g r e e n
salads; Ron Zauner, mark grounds; N e t t i e Stimson, dealers; D a r r e l l Smith, movies; B e t t y
Stimson, q u i l t ; Norm MacAsk i l l , p u b l i c i t y ; Mary C l a r k , C h i l i ; M i l l i e Croop, ads; Edward
H a s t i n g s , c leanup; Food s u p e r v i s i o n , L o i s Barnum; Emma Lou Reppent ine, s u p p l i e s ; C l a r k
Stimson, entertainment; Don Croop , announcements; Jonn Myers , troubleshooter; Don Burrows,
R.A.C.E.S3; and t h e Wilson Masons w i l l have an i n f o r m a t i o n t e n t and d i s t r i b u t e ba l loons .

% % % H 4 H H 4
NEW MEMBERS:

It is a p leasure to welcome M r. and M r s . Jon W i l l i a m s of Ransomvil le as members of t h e soc.
% oe & + H& KH % H

LET'S NOT BE CARELESS:
Our C u r a t o r reminds us t h a t some one w i t h k e y access to t h e museum, has been care less about

t u r n i n g o f f t h e l i g h t s , and on a coup le occas ions she has had to stop a t n i g h t t o do so.
Members who open the museum, o f course, a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t and, energy costs be ing

what they are, i t i s most i m p o r t a n t t h a t y o u t u r n down t h e h e a t and t u r n t h e l i g h t s o f f be fo re
l e a v i n g t h e premises .

H% MM H 4% 4 © HM % %
MUSICAL TREAT:

Members were g i v e n a spec ia l t r e a t at t h e February meeting when Lynda Will iams, music i n ‑
st ructor a t Wilson Cent ra l School, presented a n i n t e r e s t i n g program r e l a t e d t o the va r ious
methods used i n p iano i n s t r u c t i o n . She was ass is ted b y two o f her students, K a t i e Moran and
Melanie Barnum, who d e m o n s t r a t e d ,some o f t h e basic d r i l l s used i n p r a c t i s e and, i n addi t ion,
played several b e a u t i f u l o l d se lec t ions.

Mrs. Wi l l iams also played several excerpts from w e l l known class ics, and the museum's
u p r i g h t p iano has probably never sounded as w e l l as i t d i d the n i g h t her fi n g e r s g l i d e d over
the keyboard,

Weare indebted to Leo Vo lk , Beebe Road, who tuned t h e piano p r i o r to the meet ing.
oe & He H He HK H H

MARCH MEETING:
Mrs. C l i f f o r d (Luc i l l e ) Upton, a former teacher a t Wilson Centra l School, w i l l be the

guest speaker at the March 16th meet ing, and t h e sub jec t f o r h e r t e l k w i l l be " I ce Cream
Par lors and Soda Fountains." L u c i l l e h a r d l y needs an in t roduct ion . She is a n a t i v e o f Wilson,
a g r a d u a t e of..Wilson H i g h School, and a member of t h e i s t B a p t i s t Church of Wilson.

Char lo t te Pease and Ger t rude Marcks w i l l se rve l i t e refreshments a f t e r t h e program.
% oe & H HH & HR x

INTERESTING STATISTICS:
The soc ie ty apprec ia tes t h e i n t e r e s t and support i t r e c e i v e s f rom i t s members, so we thought

y o u m i g h t b e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t i s t i c s : W ec u r r e n t l y have 582 p a i d members; 9 2
L i f e Members, (13 deceased); and 20 Honorary members, (85 y r s . or o l d e r . ) To ta l , 681 persons .

HM OM He H & HR H

MARCH CALENDAR:
F a i r Committee w i l l meet at L o i s Barnum's, Maple Road, March 6th, 7:00PM.
Board o f D i rec to rs w i l l meet a t D r . S ingh ' s O f fi c e , 400 Lake S t ree t , March 11th, 8:00PM.
Monthly Meet ing at Wilson Museum, March 16th, at 7:30PM.
Note: Wewish to thank D r . S ingh f o r o f f e r i n g to a l l o w t h e Board o f D i rec to rs to meet a t

t h e Med ica l Assoc ia tes O f fi c e , 00 Lake S t r e e t , d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r months.
e Re we HM H He H H MH &

LIFE MEMBERSHIP CLASS:
When the s o c i e t y establ ished t h e L i f e Membership Class, i t was decided t h a t a l l funds

would be p l a c e d in l o n g term accounts f rom which o n l y t h e i n t e r e s t m i g h t be used. N i n e t y ‑
two persons have j o i n e d t h i s c l ass thus making t h e fund a good source of income. Some have
used t h e fund f o r Memor ia ls to l o v e d ones, w h i l e o t h e r s have g i v e n memberships in honor of
s p e c i a l anniversar ies.

A p r o v i s i o n i n t h e by- laws w i l l a l l o w t h e fund t o b e used a s c o l l a t e r a l f o r a l o a n should
the soc ie t y face some unforseen emergency, b u t in v i e w of i t s wide acceptance by our members,
we f e e l the purpose f o r which the fund was es tab l i shed should be honored and maintained.

4 He 4 48 HH H HH H HR %
TUGWELL ISLAND:

I n 1960, Tugwel l I s l a n d was made i n t o a Marina, and Red Clark, who owned t h e f a c i l i t y ,
b u i l t a new access b r i d g e t o i t and dredged i t o u t s o b o a t s could n a v i g a t e around i t . About
t h i s same time, t h e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, spent $62,000 to dredge t h e Wi lson Channel.

% 4 4 4 HH HH HH HR & ¥
BON MOT: H i s t o r y repeats i t s e l f because nobody l i s t e n s t h e fi r s t t i m e ,

% HH MM HM HH H HH H



fi~!

papel!
A

CHilson Wistorical Mocietp
WILSON, NEW YORK 14172

NEWSLETTER LIBRARIAN
WILSON CENTRAL SCHOOL

DONALD W. CROOP, Editor WILSON, NY 14172
APRIL 1937 Vo l . 16 Now ly

(Coleman Press)

ROADS HELPED BUILD NIAGARA FRONTIER:
I n 1800, Joseph E l l i c o t t , C h i e f Surveyor f o r t h e Hol land Land Co. , r e a l i z e d t h a t roads

had to be b u i l t i f s e t t l e r s were to be a t t r a c t e d i n t o t h e "Pu rchase " , P r i o r to t h e war o f
13812, o n l y two roads connected o u r present N iaga ra County w i t h eastern New York S t a t e , the
Lewiston T r a i l and t h e R idge , (Rt. 104). The roads were l i t t l e more than quagmires d u r i n g
the r a i n y seasons, so t h e Ho l land Co. made improvements to b o t h so t h e s e t t l e r s would fi n d
i t e a s i e r t o immig ra te .

Many of Wilson's p i o n e e r s came by water, b u t those who used t h e Kidge had to c u t new pa ths
through t h e woods to reach t h e i r l a n d s . S t o r i e s handed down r e v e a l t h a t t h e i r most t r u s t e d
possess ion was t h e i r axe which was o f t e n used to w iden t h e t r a i l s so the wagons cou ld ret
th rough .

The fi r s t r o a d i n t h e town o f Wi lson was b u i l t a l o n g Lake O n t a r i o i n 1811 f r o m F o r t
Niagara to Somerset. I t was v e r y crude and Reuben Wi lson was quoted by H is to r ian , Orsamus
Turner as hav ing s a i d , "Even when m i l l s were b u i l t on t h e "purchase", i t was eas ier to cross
Lake On ta r i o f o r g r i n d i n g than t o t r a v e l o n t h e new roads. "

The 2nd road b u i l t in town was the Townline Rd, (Rt . 425) which extended n o r t h and south
on a l i n e separat ing the 7th and 8th ranges of the Holland survey.

The 3rd road in town was carved through the wilderness in 1816 from Youngstown to Van
Horn's M i l l , now Bur t . This road shortened the distance between those two p o i n t s , and became
the route over which most of the M i l l ' s fl o u r was taken to F o r t Niagara.

The "Slash" Rd., (now Maple) was t h e l t h highway opened in town, and was cleared or
"slashed" through the wilderness by Daniel Holmes who, in 1818, contracted f o r the j o b . The
slashings were p i l e d h i g h , d r i e d and burned, thus g i v i n g the road i t s o r i g i n a l name.

The Sth road was opened i n 182) b y Joseph Marsh who s e t t l e d near the corner o f the present
Chestnut and Beebe roads. The wagon t r a i l connected h i s cabin to the area known as South
Wilson, and up to 1870 was known as the Marsh Set t lement Road.

Many of Wilson's roads bear t h e names of wel l -known e a r l y f a m i l i e s such as the Danie ls ,
Nelson, F i t c h , Har r i s , Beebe, Palmer, I d e , Randal l , and Bray ley. V i l l a g e s t ree ts a lso c a r r y
names of i t s e a r l y s e t t l e r s l i k e Dox, Wilcox, McChesney, Young, Warren, Haner, and P e t t i t .

In t h e 1900's, most o f Wilson's roads were const ruc ted of d i r t and g r a v e l and, d u r i n g the
r a i n y season, were always r u t t e d and muddy. They were adequate, however, f o r horse and buggy,
and were k e p t in good c o n d i t i o n by t h e "Pathmasters" ass igned to l o o k out f o r them. It was
t h e i r j o b t o keep t h e roads a s f r e e o f r u t s a s p o s s i b l e , and they d i d s o w i t h t h e use o f a
scraper or "hone" p u l l e d behind a team of horses.

O i l macadam roads were in t roduced in Wi lson in t h e 1920's, and these cons is ted o f crushed
stone mixed w i t h a s h p a l t - o i l o r l i t e t a r . Most o f Wilson's o r i g i n a l 1 0 f o o t wide macadam
roads were b u i l t w i t h the use of stone crushers, r o l l e r s , sc rapers , and hard manual l a b o r .

The highway was fi r s t scraped and excavated, then covered w i t h about 6 inches of fi e l d ‑
stone. Two inches of fi n e r stone was p laced o v e r t h e base, and t h i s was topped by two inches
o f fi n e crushed fie lds tone . As each grade o f stone was p u t in p l a c e , i t was leve led o f f
and r o l l e d w i t h a heavy steam r o l l e r .

I n t h e 1930's, a s p h a l t was used e x t e n s i v e l y f o r c o v e r i n g h ighways, and most l o c a l r o a d ‑
b u i l d i n g was d i r e c t e d toward i m p r o v i n g o r r e s u r f a c i n g e x i s t i n g roads. D u r i n g World War I I ,
highway cons t ruc t i on almost slowed to a h a l t , b u t a f t e r t he war i t was resumed. In the l a t e
1940's machines f o r a p p l y i n g a s p h a l t came i n t o use making t h e s u r f a c i n g o f roads much e a s i e r .

The fi r s t highway super in tendent in t h e town of w i l son was "Ch ick" Wilson, and he was
succeeded by Ed Toeniessen, B i l l Rohr ing , hudy Vo l l s , George Upton, Fred Barnum, A r t h u r
Zastrow, Ha lph Evans, Lee Farquharson, and c u r r e n t l y , Pau l Karsten. ;

In t h e days of the Pathmaster, t h e proper ty t a x was t h e o n l y source of revenue c o l l e c t e d
and spent by l o c a l governments, b u t w i t h t h e inc reased u s e of the motor v e h i c l e , an e n t i r e l y
new system of l i c e n s i n g , fees , and g a s o l i n e taxes were admin is te red by t h e s t a t e and r e d i s ‑
t r i b u t e d to s t a t e angencies and town governments.

As t h e automobi le came i n t o i t s own, t h e d i r t roads t h a t opened up t h e Ho l land Purchase
have g i v e n way to smooth, paved highways t h a t a l l o w us to t r a v e l qu i ck l y f r o m one community
t o a n o t h e r. :

T r u l y a remarkable change f r o m a g e n e r a t i o n ago when "Old MacDonald" drove h i s h o r s e and
buggy o v e r some q u i e t , country l a n e .

+ oe oe & & & HR H
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: .‑

The next meet ing w i l l be h e l d at t h e w i l son riuseum, a p r i l dtn, at 83:00 P i .+ + ++4 + + + HHH
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TRAVEL WAS "TUFF" FOR PIONEERS: ;

I n t h i s Newsle t te r we have t r i e d to show how road cons t ruc t i on and the development o f the
automobile combined to improve t h e l i v i n g cond i t i ons and l i f e s t y l e s of everyone l i v i n g in
t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r . Many s t o r i e s t h a t have been handed down r e v e a l how d i f fi c u l t i t was
f o r e a r l y p ioneers t o enter t h e r e g i o n , and most o f them who d i d had l i t t l e i n c l i n a t i o n o r
t ime to w r i t e down t h e i r exper iences.

One who d i d , however, was Asa Sanford, and Rex S t a c y, a r e t i r e d Wilson businessman, has
a r a r e o l d l e t t e r w r i t t e n by Asa in which he descr ibes some of t h e hardsh ips endured by t h e
Sanford f a m i l y when they t r ave led f rom Connect icu t to Ti o g a Co., NY, in 1806,

The 12 day journey was made w i t h a p a i r of oxen and horse-drawn s l e i g h th rough t h e
spa rse l y s e t t l e d country b o r d e r i n g t h e Susquehanna and Chemung r i v e r s . Dense f o r e s t s
stretched t h i r t y m i l e s back on e i t h e r s i d e of t h e road which o f t e n was covered w i t h mud up
to the oxens!' knees.

When Asa was 19, he and some o the r young men decided to l e a v e t h e i r Tioga homes and head
f o r t h e famous Genesee Country they 'd heard so much about. The i r journey took them over
the Genesee Turnp ike .o Ba tav ia where they were a b l e to "book" lands at the Hol land Land
Company O f fi c e ,

Asa chose l a n d s in t h e Bar re Cen te r a r e a of Orleans County, and he descr ibed how he
c lea red them and improved h i s wi lderness home. H e n o t e d t h a t t h e r e was n o a r i s t r o c r a c y
among the p ioneers , and t h a t everyone “was f r i e n d l y and k i n d l y d i sposed . "

There were o n l y wagon t r a i l s to t r a v e l on , b u t most people were contented to c u l t i v a t e
t h e i r fi e l d s , orchards, and v e g e t a b l e g a r d e n s . Asa obv ious l y l i k e d t h e t imes in which he
l i v e d and in summing up h i s l e t t e r wrote,

" I f t h e r e i s any s o c i e t y where men f u l fi l l t h e D i v i n e I n j u n c t i o n , 'Love they ne ighbor a s
t h y s e l f ’ i t i s among t h e e a r l y s e t t l e r s o f a ' new c o u n t r y. "

Some members of the Sanford f a m i l y came to Wi lson in t h e mid 1800's, and severa l l e f t
t h e i r mark o n t h e town i n c l u d i n g Charles Sanford who e n l i s t e d d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War i n
Wilson's crack l i g h t a r t i l l e r y u n i t , B a t t e r y M .

I n 1869, Henry Sanford was a member o f t h e 1 s t Board o f Education when t h e C o l l e g i a t e
I n s t i t u t e merged w i t h Union Free School D i s t r i c t #1.

i lervey Sanford opened a lumber y a r d and c o a l business i n 1866, and was P r e s i d e n t o f t h e
Wilson Creamery. He a lso served ten terms as P r e s i d e n t of t h e V i l l a g e Board, and was P r e s i ‑
dent. o f the Wi l son Union Free School D i s t r i c t # 1 f o r s e v e r a l terms.

t+ € & & M HHHRH
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a r e a l pleasure t o welcome the f o l l o w i n g new members i n t o the Wilson H i s . Soc ie ty :
Mr. Ashley Gale of Charlotte, North Carolina; Mrs. M. Pa t r i ck (Judy Gale) Sweeney, Los
Angeles, Cal i fornia; Mrs. John E, (Kay Gale) Erskineof Racine, Wisconsin; Mrs. John L.
(Barbara Gale) Cowan, of Hamburg, NY; a lso David Branch; Robert and Dor is Motchenbaugh;
and James and Diane Muscoreil; a l l from Wilson, New York.
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MUSEUM TO REOPEN FOR VISITORS:

The Museum Comm., under the d i r e c t i o n of Norm and Martha MacAskill, w i l l arrange a
spec ia l d isp lay f o r the reopening date of the museum on A p r i l 5th en t i t l ed , "Glass Jars and
S t o n e w a r e ," !

Mrs. Jennings, curator, sa id t h a t the exh ib i t , which i s on loan from a p r i v a t e co l l ec to r,
w i l l be on e x h i b i t d u r i n g v i s i t i n g hours, Sunday afternoons from 2 to h PM. There is no
admission charge, b u t donations a r e g r a t e f u l l y received.

APRIL HOSTS & HOSTESSES:
Spr ing has sprung and i t ' s t ime to open t h e museum a g a i n . Clara Marcks, Chrm., has

ar ranged f o r t he fo l l ow ing couples to g r e e t vou: A p r i l Sth, Don and Wanda Burrows}
A p r i l 12th, Wi l l iam and Lois Davis; A p r i l 19th, Leonard and Marion Tabor; and A p r i l 26th,
Ron and Sue S c h e a r e r,
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS:

Annual memberships in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty e x p i r e on A p r i l 30th, and f o r y o u r
convenience we a r e enc los ing a renewal a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h t h i s Newsletter. We u r g e t h a t you
p lease cons ide r r e t u r n i n g them prompt l y to o u r treasurer. There has been no increase in
dues f o r 15 years , and w i t h y o u r cont inued support the re shouldn' t be.
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BASTIONS OF FREEDOM:
There a r e two f o r t s i n New York S t a t e t h a t were e s p e c i a l l y s i g n i fi c a n t i n shaping t h e

h i s t o r y of o u r nat ion, F o r t Ticonderoga wh ich con t ro l l ed t h e portage from southern Lake
Champlain i n t o Lake George, and F o r t Niagara which con t ro l l ed the waterways i n t o New France.

Under the s u p e r v i s i o n o f B r i o n Dunnegin, Exec. Director, the l i f e s t y l e s and e a r l y t r a d i ‑
t i o n s of o l d F o r t Niagara,as they exisisted under t h e fl a g s of th ree Nations, a r e re -enac ted
and p r e s e r v e d ,

Year around programs h i g h l i g h t t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e o l d f o r t , and o n May 2-3 v i s i t o r s w i l l
be able to see t h e "School of A r t i l l e r y " , a t r a i n i n g sess ion f o r Revolutionary War p e r i o d
cannon fi r i n g s .
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AUTO CLUB WILL VISIT MUSEUM:

On Sunday, May 3rd, t h e Eastern Region of t h e Auto Club of America p l a n a v i s i t to t h e
museum around 1:00 P Mt o l o o k over t h e society 's c o l l e c t i o n o f o l d cars. George Linnabery
and Bob Rose w i l l serve as hosts f o r t h e group in the t ranspor ta t ion b u i l d i n g , and John
and Eleanor Myers w i l l g reet guests i n t h e museum p r o p e r. Regu la r v i s i t i n g hours w i l l b e
scheduled f o r the u s u a l v i s i t i n g hours from 2:66 to 4:00 PM.
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BICENTENNIAL OF THE CONSTITUTION:

It has been sa id t h a t the e a s i e s t form of government to r u n in t h e wor ld is a d i c t a t o r ‑
s h i p because i t s c i t i z e n s need o n l y t o know how t o obey o r d e r s . ‘The hardes t f o r m o f g o v e r n ‑
ment, on t h e o t h e r hand, is a w e l l - r u n democracy because it requ i res ded ica ted and honest
leaders , e lec ted b y i t s c i t i z e n s t o serve t h e e l e c t o r a t e ,

Democracy has surv ived in America f o r o v e r two hundred years because i t s Const i tu t ion,
w r i t t e n in 1787, stands to t h i s day as one of t h e b e s t gu ides to government by l a w t h a t has
eve r been w r i t t e n ,

Th is y e a r we c e l e b r a t e t h e 200th ann iversary o f t h a t document which has proved i t s e l f
remarkably adaptable to the many changing cond i t i ons t h a t have occurred in our Country.

Eleanor Myers, Town His tor ian, has announced t h a t she p lans to prepare a s p e c i a l e x h i b i t
p e r t a i n i n g to t h e Const i tu t ion f o r i n c l u s i o n at t h i s year ' s Memorial Day F a i r. L i k e many of
u s , she f e e l s t h a t a t t e n t i o n should b e drawn t o t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t Safeguard o f o u r
Freedoms here in America, The Const i tut ion.
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IN MEMORIAM:

kdna L . Winter Regnet, 68, d i e d a t h e r home in Get t sv i l l e , March 10, 1987, and she is s u r ‑
v i v e d by two daughters , Mrs. James (Ann Mar ie) R i e s t e r o f Rndleton, and Mrs. Norman (Maria
Ann) Wahl of Amherst.

Mrs. Regnet was a g radua te of Tonawanda l l i g h School, and was o r g a n i s t at S t . P ius X
Church which she helped found. She was a l s o Pres ident and founder of the Wild Flower Soc.
o f t h e Amherst Old Country Museums p a s t p r e s i d e n t o f A . J . Jurek Post 1672, American Legion
Ladies A u x i l i a r y ; the Bu f fa lo Botanical Soc ie ty ; t h e Wilson H i s . Soc. s i n c e 198; and was
a l s o w e l l known a s a f o l k s i n g e r , g u i t a r i s t , and p o e t .

She was i n t e r r e d in Good Shepard Cemetery at Pendleton, NY.
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MEMORIAL DAY FAIR NOTES:
A meet ing of t h e f a i r comm. was h e l d in March at t h e home of L o i s Barnum when i t was d e ‑

c ided to honor a request by Wilson's L i t t l e League to move up the s e r v i n g t ime f o r t h e Chicken
Bar-BeQ to 12:30 PM. It was a lso announced t h a t Katherine Frer ichs w i l l t a k e charge of t h e
museum ki tchenette, and C h r i s t i n e Goodman w i l l supe rv i se t h e t a b l e s in t h e food b u i l d i n g .

Be t t y Stimson, q u i l t chrm., announced t h a t t h e b e a u t i f u l new "Tu l i p " q u i l t w i l l be on d i s ‑
p l a y i n t h e Town H a l l f o r one month, and l a t e r hopes t o e x h i b i t i t i n t h e window o f t h e Ham‑
i l t o n and Clark Furn i tu re Store .

Tne next meeting of the museum comm. w i l l be at the museum, A p r i l 30th, at 7:00 PM,
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RECENT ACQUISITION:
Ms. Mar jo r ie B a t t of N. Tonawanda has g i v e n the museum a Vic to r ian Branched Hanging

L i g h t Fixture.
% % % % H % & #

APRIL MEETING:
Tom Sharpe I I I , a charter member o f the s o c i e t y, w i l l b e the guest speaker a t the r e g u ‑

l a r monthly meeting , A p r i l 20th, at 7:30 PM. The sub jec t of h i s t a l k w i l l be "Migs, Quoits,
and Croquet." Refreshments w i l l be served a f t e r the meet ing by Emma Schrader, Chrm., and °
Edna Robinson.
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LIBRARY EXPANSION PLANNED:

Because of cramped quarters and l a c k of s h e l f space, p l a n s a r e underway to e n l a r g e t h e
present l i b r a r y b y i n s t a l l i n g a doorway through t h e west w a l l i n t o t h e present r e s t rooms.
This area w i l l then be used f o r book storage, and p o s s i b l y a research room.

The sta i rway to the basement w i l l be remodeled to c o n t a i n two new restrooms, and access
to t h e c e l l a r w i l l be made through an o u t s i d e entrance.
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NEW PLAYGROUND PROPOSED:
A Thomas Marcks School Playground committee, cha i red by Kathy P h i l l i p s Kraatz, has been

formed to g e t support f o r a new, more s a f e l y designed playground f o r Wi lson youngsters.
Whitney Barnum, Pres. , appo in ted Diane A l b r i g h t , L l oyd Evans, Robert Dinse, and Mi ld red
Croop t o represent t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y a t a d e s i g n day meet ing o f the group i n March.
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THUMBNAIL SKETCH:
W i l l i a m Wilson, who was b o r n i n W h i t b y, O n t a r i o , i n 1858, came t o Wi lson when h e was two

y e a r s o l d . When he grew up he m a r r i e d Welthy P h i l l i p s of Youngstown in 1878, then became
a fisherman and boat l i v e r y opera tor. He was w e l l known around t h e v i l l a g e as "Uncle B i l l y " .

Two brothers, Fred and Merle Wilson, and two s i s t e r s , Mrs. Elysa Myers and Mrs. Jenny Moon
made up t h e immediate f a m i l y . He a l s o had a stepbrother, Frank Myers, and two step s i s t e r s ,
Mrs. L o t t i e Myers and Mrs. I d a H i l l . W i l l i a m d i e d in 192 and is bu r i ed in Greenwood.
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MARCH MEETING:
Mrs. C l i f f o r d (Luc i l le ) Upton gave a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k o n t h e h i s t o r y o f soda foun ta ins

and showed many r a r e o l d p i c t u r e s which b rough t back memories o f marble i c e cream p a r l o r s ,
carbonated d r i n k s , g lass-covered t a b l e s , and b e a u t i f u l , ornate foun ta ins .
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CALENDAR:

A p r i l 8th: Board o f D i r e c t o r s w i l l meet a t museum a t 8:00 PM.
A p r i l 1 t h : Delphic C i r c l e w i l l meet at museum at 8:00 PM.
A p r i l 20 th : Regu la r Month ly M e e t i n g a t museum at 7:30 PM.
A p r i l 30th: Memorial Day F a i r Committee w i l l meet at museum at 7:00 FM.
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BON MOT: You are never too o l d to l e a r n new mis takes .
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ROCK HARVEST
In t h e e a r l y 1800's, t h e town of Wilson was covered w i t h g r e a t stands of oak and b lack

walnut trees, b u t as these gave way to new homes, orchards, and crop lands, much of t h e r i c h
s o i l was found to be covered w i t h l a r g e numbers of cobblestones. The e a r l y s e t t l e r s were e x ‑
p e r t s at l i v i n g o f f t h e land , so it can be r e a d i l y seen why some took advantage of t h e cob ‑
b l e s and used them to b u i l d houses.

Going back thousands of years , it is s a i d t h a t t h e Lake Ontar io P l a i n once formed the bed
of o l d Lake I roquo is w i t h i t s southern shore ex tend ing to the Ridge . As t h e waters receded
to t h e present Lake Ontar io shorel ine, g r e a t quan t i t i e s of waterswashed cobbles were l e f t on
t h e l a n d s where f u t u r e p i o n e e r s would b u i l d t h e i r homes.

The cobbles were a g r e a t nu isance to t h e farmers who c leared t h e land and t i l l e d t h e s o i l ,
so many of t h e stones were gathered up and dumped a l o n g fence rows. Many of them were l a t e r
used to b u i l d roads, b u t as e a r l y as 1825 another use was found f o r them.

The masons, who l o s t t h e i r jobs when t h e E r i e Canal was completed, saw t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f
u s i n g the cobbles to b u i l d permament homes f o r t h e s e t t l e r s . The i d e a caught on, and soon
many d i f f e r e n t types of cobblestone b u i l d i n g s began to t a k e shape on t h e O n t a r i o P l a i n w i t h
most of them being completed in the f o r t y year per iod p r i o r to the C i v i l War.

The t y p i c a l cobblestone w a l l was genera l l y 18 inches th ick , and was made w i t h l a r g e stones
in a v a r i e t y of s izes . Usua l l y, o n l y the outer f a c i n g of the f r on t wa l l was constructed w i t h
smal ler stones, and these were obtained b y c a r e f u l l y grad ing them t o s ize b y passing them
through i r o n r i n g s or holes cut in boards. As the masons perfected t h e i r c r a f t , smal ler
stones of var ious s izes and c o l o r s were used to create spec ia l e f f e c t s such as the herr ing-~
bone pat te rn which was achieved by u s i n g small oval shaped stones.

The corners of the b u i l d i n g s were formed by u s i n g l a r g e , smooth, square-cornered stones
ca l l ed "quoins", and the cobblestone f a c i n g was determined by the thickness of the "quoin".
The horizontal cross p ieces over the doors and windows c a r r i e d the weight of the structure
above them, and they were ca l led "L in te l s " .

Severa l h i s t o r i c o l d cobblestone b u i l d i n g s o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t in Wilson were e i t h e r t o r n
down or destroyed by fi r e i n c l u d i n g t h e "On ta r io Hote l " , the " P e t t i t S t r e e t School", t h e
o r i g i n a l " F i r s t B a p t i s t Church", and t h e o l d " C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e . " There are e i g h t cobble ‑
stone and fi v e fi e l d s t o n e houses rema in ing i n Wilson, and i t i s be l ieved t h a t t h e q u a l i t y o f
the mortar used by t h e masons is t h e reason why so many of t h e o l d structures are as s turdy
now a s when o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t .

Perhaps the most celebrated cobblestone b u i l d i n g in t h e v i l l a g e is the Luther Wilson House
which was b u i l t at the Four Corners in 184. It was erected on the s i t e of t h e fi r s t school‑
house in the v i l l a g e , and Luther Wilson and h i s descendents l i v e d in it f o r many y e a r s .

The o l d home was l a t e r acquired by a group of Wilson Businessmen who turned it i n t o the
"Wilsonian Club", an exclusively-male o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t was completely equipped w i t h th ree
bowl ing a l l e y s in the basement, and t h e 2nd fl o o r of t h e south w ing was turned i n t o an e l a b ‑
orate banquet h a l l . A b e a u t i f u l po rch a long t h e southwest s ide was sometimes used a s a band‑
stand when Lake S t r e e t was roped o f f f o r dances. This porch was removed in 1919.

When the Wi lson ian Club disbanded, the proper ty was purchased in 1928 by B i l l K i r e h o f f .
He l a t e r s o l d i t to Dwigh t W i l son who s t a r t e d a restaurant t h e r e . The p rope r t y was l a t e r
acquired b y Howard and Dorothy F i t z g e r a l d who proceeded t o redecorate and operate t h e p lace
as a cheer fu l hostelry known as t h e "Wilson H ouse H o t e l " .

Today, Mr. and Mrs. John Hope o f Wi lson c a r r y o n t h e t r a d i t i o n , and f o r those who l i k e t o
d i n e in p leasan t , h i s t o r i c surroundings, t h e "Wilson House Restaurant and H o t e l " is open
seven days a week s e r v i n g breakfast, lunch, or d i n n e r.

In 1976, as a bicentennia l p r o j e c t , t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc iety mapped out a "Cobble‑
stone T r a i l " , and i d e n t i fi e d each house w i t h a b rass plaque over i t s entranceway. Anyone
in te res ted in f o l l o w i n g the " T r a i l " may ob ta i n in format ion and d e s c r i p t i v e brochures by
stopp ing in at N e t t i e Stimson's Barn Shop, 578 Lake S t ree t , Wilson.
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MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

Cong ra tu l a t i ons to Marlene Dinse, School Nurse, who was r e c e n t l y awarded an Honorary Mem‑
bersh ip in the Ransomville PTA f o r ou ts tand ing s e r v i c e and ded ica t ion to area chi ldren.
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BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING:

The next meet ing of t h e Board w i l l be he ld at t he museum, May 13th, 1987 at 8:00 PM.
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1987 MEMORIAL DAY FAIR:

O nMonday, May 25th, from 10:00 t o 5 :0 0 PM, t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty w i l l sponsor
i t s 15th annual Memorial Day F a i r a t t h e museum grounds on Route 425, The F a i r , o rgan ized
in 1973, was designed as a way of meet ing opera t ing costs, and thanks to the fi n e attendance
and support f rom area residents, has done s o s u c c e s s f u l l y each year.

This year ' s f a i r committee a n t i c i p a t e s t h a t o v e r 150 dea le rs o f antiques and other c o l l e c t ‑
ables w i l l a t tend, and spec ia l a t t e n t i o n is b e i n g placed on a donat ion-drawing f o r t h e soci-~
e t y ' s b e a u t i f u l hand-made T u l i p Qu i l t .

The s o c i e t y w i l l a l s o dispense a v a r i e t y of home-made foods i n c l u d i n g C h i l i , Funnel Cakes,
Salads, Pies, Candies, Hot Dogs, Popcorn and beverages. In add i t i on , a s p e c i a l Chicken B a r ‑
BeQ d i n n e r w i l l be sponsored by Wilson's L i t t l e League, w i t h s e r v i n g s s t a r t i n g at 12:30 PM.

The s o c i e t y must depend on the cont inued support of i t s members and f r i e n d s to p rev ide t h e
baked goods necessary, and t h e f a i r committee w i l l make i t e a s i e r f o r you to f u r n i s h t h i s
y e a r by accep t ing p i e s , baked goods, e t c . on Sunday a f te rnoon- - the day be fo re t h e f a i r . You
may, i f you p r e f e r , a l so b r i n g you r con t r i bu t i ons on t h e morning o f t h e f a i r .

Donations f o r the soc iety 's " fl e a t e n t " can be dropped o f f at e i t h e r Jane Demmins or Edna
Roses homes, or i f you p r e f e r , a t t h e museum on Sunday af te rnoons f rom 2+); PM.

Lucy Monroe would b e g r a t e f u l f o r any donat ions o f i n g r e d i e n t s o r completed home-made
candies, and i f you're a "green thumb" enthusiast, Jane Pease w i l l be happy to accept y o u r
p l a n t s a t t h e p l a n t booth on t h e morn ing o f t h e f a i r .

Featured in t h e museum a g a i n t h i s year w i l l be a s p e c i a l rug-weav ing c r a f t demonstrat ion
by o u r own loom expert , Winnie F ischer. The soc ie ty ' s r a r e , home-made Donner Loom w i l l be
on d i s p l a y, however, Mrs. F ischer w i l l demonstrate h e r weaving techniques on h e r own personal
loom. As p a r t of t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g demonstration, she w i l l a l l ow i n t e r e s t e d or i n q u i s i t i v e
persons t o t r y t h e i r hand a t o p e r a t i n g h e r loom.

According to C l a r k Stimson, a t e n t a t i v e enter ta inment program has been scheduled to s t a r t
at 10:30 AMw i t h a performance by t h e "Lockport K i t chen Bag Lad ies" of the Lockport Sen io r
C i t i z e n Centre.

A t 11:00 A Mt h e "Niagara County F i d d l e r s " w i l l p l a y a mixed program i n c l u d i n g some o l d
t ime f a v o r i t e s .

At 12:00 Noon t h e American Leg ion Pos t of Wi lson w i l l pay a Memorial Day t r i b u t e to t h e
many veterans who've g i v e n t h e i r l i v e s f o r o u r coun t ry, to be fo l lowed by a t h i r t y minute
concert by t h e Wilson Cent ra l School Band.

F i n a l l y , at 2:00 PM, a repeat performance is scheduled f o r t h e 35 member "Niagara County
F idd lers®,

Childrens! a t t r a c t i o n s w i l l inc lude f r e e movies i n the " F i t t r o Shop", and f ree balloons
w i l l be avai lab le f o r the small f r y at the information tent which w i l l bemanned by members
of the Masonic Lodge of Wilson. =

Free park ing w i l l be provided by Pfe i f fe r ' s Foods, Ontar io Orchards, and the Farm and
Garden Genter, w i t h overflow p a r k i n g and f r e e shu t t l e bus service provided from v i l l a g e p a r ‑
k i n g areas at the h i g h school, churches, and town h a l l . Busses may be flagged down enroute.

The p u b l i c i s c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d t o attend t h i s year ’s "Memorial Day F a i r " , I t w i l l b e a
g rea t t ime t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n one o f the fi r s t b ig spr ing events o f the y e a r, and a chance t o
ge t those "winter doldrums" out of your system.
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FROM THE MAILBAG:

Char les Buchner, Wilson-Cambria Road, remembers t h e t ime he a r r i v e d in Wi lson in t h e s p r i n g
of 1919, He l i v e d on t h e Danie l s Road and r e c a l l s watch ing B i l l Rohring's boys hau l g r a v e l
f rom Elwood Fo lger ' s g r a v e l p i t to improve roads f o r automobile t r a f fi c . He says the o v e r ‑
grown g r a v e l p i t i s s t i l l v i s i b l e a t t h e corner o f New and Danie l ' s Road.
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Commander Thomas Upton of Nor fo lk , Va . , son of M r. and Mrs. C l i f f o r d Upton of Wilson, is
r e t i r i n g f rom t h e U.S. Navy f o l l o w i n g 2 0 years o f se rv i ce . Tom, h i s w i fe , Karen, and c h i l ‑
dren, Dana and Bethany, w i l l remain in Nor fo lk where Tom has accepted the p o s i t i o n of Chrm.
of t h e Math/Science Dept . of t h e Nor fo l k C h r i s t i a n Schools.
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Mrs . Bea t r i ce (Stockwell) H i c k s of S. San Francisco, C a l . , was r e c e n t l y e lec ted Regent of
t h e San Franc isco Chapter o f t h e Daughters o f American C o l o n i s t s . Mrs. Hicks i s a l s o t h e
D i s t r i c t Sec re ta ry of t h e DAR and Nat iona l Vice-Chrm., S.W. D i v . , of t h e D i v i s i o n of Geneal ‑
o g i c a l Records Committee. She is t r u l y a busy, b u s y, " B e a " ,
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INTERESTING EVENTS FOR MAY:

O n May 9-10th, y o u may see t h e annual t r a i n i n g sessions a t F o r t N iagara f o r s o l d i e r s and
camp f o l l o w e r s of t h e N.W. Department, B r i g a d e of t h e American Revo lu t i on .

O n Sunday, May 17th, t h e Newfane H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y w i l l ho ld i t sannua l "Apple Blossom
r e s t i v a l " a t t h e Creek ground museum s i t e , noon t o fi v e .

Monday, May 18th, t h e r e g u l a r month ly mee t ing o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y w i l l b e
a t the museum s t a r t i n g a t 7:30 PM.

On May 23-24th, a F o r t N iagara C i v i l War Encampment w i l l f ea tu re blue=clad Union troops
a s they g a r i s o n the f o r t and t r a i n t o meet t h e r e b e l s e - j u s t a s they d i d one hundred years ago.

May 25 is the date f o r our 15th annual "Memorial Day F a i r " f rom 10:00 to 5:00 PM.
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
M r. John Stone of Ki t tyhawk, NC., has donated t h e o r i g i n a l Char ter f o r t h e Wilson Boy

Scout Troop s ta r ted here in 1936.
Mrs. L o i s Pepenhagen has donated an Improved Lockpor t Mason Jar w i t h Metal Seal .
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IT IS SAID t h a t a l o t of people at t he top of the ladder s ta r ted c l i m b i n g it on Saturdays.
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IN MEMORIAM: . :

William E. Kirchoff , 91, d i e d at h i s home in Sanford, Florda, Fr iday, March 10, 1987, f o l ‑
lowing a l o n g i l l n e s s . H ewas t h e son o f W i l l i a m Ertman and L i s e Engleman K i r c h o f f o f S a l z ‑
burg, Germany, and is survived by h i s w i f e , t h e former L u c i l l e Campbell of Wilson; 2 daughters
N ix ie K. Coleman of Oak Ridge, Nor th Carolinas Gretchen K. Ramsey of Alexandria, V i r g i n i a ;
a lso a son, Wi l l iam K i r c h o f f o f Sanford, Flor ida; and 7 g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

Mr. K i r c h o f f was a member o f the Akron Masonic Lodge and Va l l ey of Buffa lo Cons is to ry. He
a lso was a f fi l i a t e d w i t h the H o l y Cross Episcopal Church o f Sanford where funera l se r v i ces
were held.
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MAY MEETING:

Don Ramsdell, Wi lson Postmaster, w i l l be t h e gues t speaker at t h e May 18 meet ing of t h e
soc ie ty to be held at t h e museum at 7:30 PM. The subject o f Don's t a l k w i l l be "How M a i l was
Delivered in Wilson Years Ago. "

Wal ly Goodman, Chrm. of t h e Nominating Committee, w i l l a lso presen t a s l a t e of o f fi c e r s
and committee chairmen to be voted on at t h e annual meet ing in June.

A f t e r the meet ing, l i g h t refreshments w i l l be served by Jane Demmin and Edna Rose.
e * H€ H H H H H H

NEW MEMBERS;
It is a p leasu re to welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: F rank l i n Bickford, Newburyport,MA;

W i l l i a m Barden, Watertown, NY; and John and Annabelle Benedict, Wilson, NY.
It is a l so g r e a t to be ab le to welcome some new j u n i o r members: Ryan James Eastman (9 mos)

of Rochester, NY; David Mawhiney, Wilson, NY; a lso , Shawn, K y l e , E r i c , and K r i s t a n M i t t l e ‑
f eh l d t , Wilson, NY.
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WILSON PERSONALITY:

Wi l l i am K i r c h o f f was born a t Alabama, N Yo n May 19, 1895, A t the time, t h i n g s were tough
s o h i s fa ther began r a i s i n g sweet peas and g l a d i o l i . A s i t turned out, t h e g l a d i o l i were t h e
flowers which would l a t e r make t h e K i r c h o f f name famous.

Although t h e K i r c h o f f s fi r s t l i v e d in Alabama, B i l l ' s parents spent a number of years at
Monterey, Ca l i fo rn ia , where two new g l a d s were propoga ted=- the " K i r c h o f f V i o l e t " and t h e "New
K i r c h o f f V i o l e t " . ,

B i l l K i r c h o f f came t o Wilson i n 1926 and l i v e d a t Fer r in 's o l d "Hub Hotel." I t was from
there t h a t h e operated h i s fi r s t g l a d i o l u s farm i n Wilson, and l a t e r met and m a r r i e d Miss
Lucil le Campbell, a n a t i v e of Wilson, and teacher at the Wilson School.

A f te r opening a second g l a d i o l i farm a t Sanford, Florida, h e started several more a t Dr iver,
V i r g i n i a ; Waynesville, North Carolina; Bradenton and F o r t Myers, Flor ida; Alabama, NY; and
Grant 's Pass Oregon. °

He became one of the l a r g e s t growers and shippers of g lads in the United States, and the
locat ion of h i s farms allowed him to have markets f o r h i s flowers year round. Hewas the
fi r s t to sh ip g l a d i o l i bulbs from the west coast in carload l o t s , and h i s well-known logo
was "Gladsof Unusual Mer i t . "

Many Wilson fami l ies were involved i n t h e K i r c h o f f g l a d i o l u s i n d u s t r y. A l Burrows, Manager
of the Wilson operat ion, was l a t e r succeeded by Fay Campbell. Harold A lb r i gh t , f o r 15 years,
was bookkeeper f o r the business at Wilson, NY, Driver, Va., and Sanford, Fla.

Ernest Ganshaw was overseer of t h e Waynesvil le, NC farms, and Jim Pigg ins , f a t h e r of Helen
Borngraeber, was overseer of t h e o p e r a t i o n s at Grant 's Pass, Oregon.

B i l l bought the Luther Wilson House in 1928 a f t e r t h e "Wilsonian Club" disbanded, and l a t e r
sold it to Dwight Wilson who s t a r t e d a restaurant. In 1933 he a l so purchased t h e defunct
Wilson Sta te Bank, and l a t e r r e s o l d i t to Marine Midland.

B i l l moved h i s f a m i l y permanent ly to Sanford F l o r i d a in 1931 where he l i v e d u n t i l h i s
recent demise. Dur ing t h e l a s t 20 y e a r s of h i s l i f e he s u f f e r e d w i t h Parkinson's. disease.
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LOOKING AHEAD TO THE JUNE MEETING:

How about i t , f o l k s ! Th is y e a r o u r annual meet ing w i l l be he ld on June 15th, and the
program committee is p lann ing an " I ce Cream and Cake S o c i a l " s t a r t i n g at 6:30PM,

THE MENU: Homemade and commercial i c e cream f o r sundaes or fl o a t s w i t h a v a r i e t y of t o p ‑
p i n g s . Also, home made cakes and co f fee . ( I f you 'd l i k e a banana s p l i t , b r i n g y o u r own
banana-=cha, cha, cha!)

COST: $2.50 p e r person OR One i c e d cake (layers if possible) OR2 q t s . Homemade I c e ‑
cream.

SIGN UP: At May meet ing or c a l l Comm, members, Dorothy Linnabery, 751-6567; Barbara
Mosher, 751-6497; or L u c i l l e Upton, 751-6883.

WECOULD DRESS IT UP PRETTY: We need...Japanese Lanterns, s t r i n g s of colored l i g h t s ,
candles in wind-shields, card t a b l e covers, i c e cream sundae dishes, soda g lasses & spoons.
I f y o u f u r n i s h these items, please mark them w i t h y o u r name.

ALSO: Please b r i n g y o u r own p l a t e s , d ishes f o r i c e cream, g lasses , fo rks , spoons, e t c .
REMEMBER: Th is is supposed to be an o l d fashioned i c e cream s o c i a l so be sure to b r i n g

y o u r pa raso l , wide-brimmed hats, l o n g s k i r t s , " i c e cream pants" , panamas, or o l d f e a t h e r boas.
Who knows--we m i g h t even be able to “ d i g u p " some entertainment.

AND THAT'S NOT ALL: A shor t business mee t i ng w i l l f o l l o w to e l e c t o ffice rs , trustees,
and committee chairmen--and a l s o r e c e i v e committee r e p o r t s .
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MUSEUM PROGRESS:

During t h e l a t t e r p a r t of A p r i l , t h e l a n d was raked, graded and seeded around t h e new
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g w i t h h e l p from Fenton Cole, Bob Thomas, Leo Klees, and David Branch.
Dra in system appears to be work i ng w e l l - - a p l u s f o r t h e upcoming F a i r .
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BON MOT: You a r e never f u l l y dressed u n t i l you wear a smi le .
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SODA FCUNTAINS & ICE CREAM PARLORS:
"Would you agree t h a t L i f e was Sweeter and more Innocent in t h e days of Soda Fountains

and I c e Cream Par lors?" That was t h e question asked by Mrs. L u c i l l e Upton when she opened
her t a l k a t a recent meet ing o f t he Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Although a hard question to answer, we be l i eve many o l d t i m e r s in the a r e a might agree .
There was something v e r y n i c e about s topp ing in at establ ishments l i k e t h e "Dew Drop I n " ,
"Middleton's Drugstore", and, (on t h e is land) s i t t i n g on t h e porch of Babek's s t o r e , And
too, who could ever f o r g e t the famous "Cast les" of Lockpor t , t h e "Dai ry Queen", the "Palace
o f Sweets", "Parkside", "Car r igan 's " , o r t h e "Quaker Bonnet."

How re f resh ing were those old-fashioned Sarsapa r i l l a s , r oo t beers, o r cokes flavo red w i t h
che r r y, lemon, or v a n i l l a , a lso those popu la r lemon and cher ry phosphates, sodas, sundaes,
and double d o u b l e - d i p cones.

The Middleton Drugstore and Soda Fountain was a f a m i l i a r gather ing p lace f o r Wilson's
younger se t , and they could o f t e n be found t h e r e f o r a cool morn ing t r e a t . Frances Swick
and J u l i a Stevens l i k e d to v i s i t t he p a r l o r a f t e r several strenuous games of tenn is where
they might win a " lucky sundae" w i t h hidden p r i c e tag on it to determine whether one pa id
o r go t one f ree .

Marie Reynolds recal led one v i s i t to the drugstore t h a t wasn't too pleasant . Her mother
had her soda "laced" w i th castor o i l , asd she said it took her f o r t y years before she could
disassociate the taste of the laxat ive w i t h root beer.

Some other well-known Wilson persona l i t ies who of ten frequented the Middleton store of
50 years ago were the current Mayor of Wilson, Kenneth Welker; former l o n g t ime postmaster,
Harold A l b r i g h t , also Frank Campbell, Merle Wilson, John and LaMont Hamilton, P a t t i G i f f o r d ,
and J e r r y Swann--to name a few. . ;

One entered the drugstore between two l a r g e p l a t e g lass windows behind which colored b a l l s
of water were suspended. Ins ide the store you were greeted w i t h booths a long the walls and
a row o f t ab les and cha i r s down t h e middle w i t h s t e e l woven l e g s . Each tab le was also cov ‑
ered w i t h g lass under which tempt ing boxes of candy were d isp layed. (Note: One of these
o r i g i n a l t ab le and c h a i r sets now stands in t h e entranceway to the museum, and marble from
the Middleton i c e cream counter has been used f o r a counter top in the kitchenette. )

W e fi n d t h a t t h e soda i n d u s t r y da tes back t o 1832 when John Matthews o f New York began
m a n u f a c t u r i n g c a r b o n a t i n g m a c h i n e r y. A monument a t h i s graves i te i n Greenwood Cemetery, NIC,
is a r e p l i c a o f h i s own "Cot tage" soda f o u n t a i n wh ich was used in many o the r s tores and is
considered a d i s t i n c t a r t form.

The 1s t L a d y, D o l l y Madison, was c red i ted w i t h havingbrought i c e cream i n t o use in America,
and the 1st wholesale f a c i l i t y f o r i t s manufacture was star ted in Balt imore in 1857.

The 1 s t i c e cream soda was a c c i d e n t a l l y prepared a t the Frankl in I n s t i t u t e Expos i t ion a t
Ph i lade lph ia in 187) when R o l l i s Green substituted i c e cream in p lace o f cream when mix ing a
popular soda d r i n k .

S t range ly enough, a n 1800 l a w made i t i l l e g a l t o s e l l soda o n Sunday, s o e n t e r p r i s i n g
businessmen began dispensing "Sundays" or "“soda-less sodas" ins tead. To make them mere a c ‑
ceptab le , the name was changed f rom "Sunday" to "Sundae", and t h e syrup, n u t , and cream‑
topped t reats could be purchased any day of t h e week.

Drugstores were a natura l f o r hous ing t h e elaborate new soda founta in equipment as most
stores a l ready had i c e f a c i l i t i e s f o r c e o l i n g d r i n k s . The ornate soda fountains o f the l a t e
1800's, however, s lowly gave way to marble counter tops w i t h seda dispensing equipment
mounted underneath. The w a l l space t h a t the a r t i s t i c soda fountains once adorned was gradu ‑
a l l y rep laced w i t h l a r g e , decorat ive p l a t e g l a s s m i r r o r s .

By the e a r l y 20 th century, the soda founta in i n d u s t r y had beceme b i g business and a f a v o r ‑
i t e hangeut f o r America's teenagers. The i r p o p u l a r i t y grew through the 1950's as t h e Ameri‑
can fi l m i n d u s t r y featured them i n many o f t h e i r popular f a m i l y type movies.

Mrs. Upton's i n t e r e s t i n g presentation se t t h e stage f o r a spec ia l program t h i s month at
the annual meet ing o n June 15th. S t a r t i n g a t 6:30PM, the program comm. c o n s i s t i n g o f
Dorothy L innabery, Barbara Mosher, and L u c i l l e Upton, w i l l t r y te recapture the s p i r i t and
s e c i a b i l i t y o f a n e a r l i e r day w i t h a n “ I c e Cream and Cake Soc ia l . "

e % & He H HH HR H

CONGRATULATIONS:
Jennifer A. Weiler of Ra le i gh , NC, has been accepted as a j u n i o r at the Scheol of P h y s i ‑

c a l Therapy, U n i v e r s i t y ef North Care l ina , Chapel H i l l . Jennifer is the grandaughter ef
Chr is t ine Kelman of Wilson. * &*& & Re& & H H
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MIRACLE WORKERS: .

P u t t i n g u p t h e new "Dr. John F. Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g " could h a r d l y b e cal led a miracle,
b u t on second thought i t m igh t come c lose .

For several years the soc ie t y had the dream o f e r e c t i n g a new, l a r g e r b u i l d i n g t o house
a l l the antique cars donated by the l a t e D r . Argue , and to a lso p e r m i t b e t t e r use and d i s ‑
p l a y of memorabilia in the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g .

With t h i s i n mind, the soc ie ty was ab le t o save $10,000 i n i t s b u i l d i n g fund w i t h hope
f o r a new f a c i l i t y assured when a suppor t i ve town board agreed to match those funds.

Tentative p lans were drawn u p , (but even w i t h vo lun teer l abo r ) it was estimated t h a t more
money would b e needed t o b u i l d the s i z e b u i l d i n g desi red.

Through the i n i t i a t i v e o f the soc ie t y ' s new p r e s i d e n t , Whitney Barnum, contacts were made
w i t h D i s t r i c t Assemblyman, Joseph P i l l i t t e r e , who assured the soc ie t y t h a t an add i t i ona l
$15,000 f o r t h e p r o j e c t could be obtained from t h e Nat ional H e r i t a g e Agency. The p lans f o r
a new b u i l d i n g were then immediately p u t in mot ion .

M i l l i e Croop, t r e a s . , prepared the a p p l i c a t i o n and a l l the paper work necessary f o r the
$15,000 g r a n t which was l a t e r approved by t h e foundat ion, however, s i nce a l l a n t i c i p a t e d
funds would o n l y pay f o r construct ion mate r ia l s , t h e t ime had come to c a l l the soc ie t y ' s
"“niracle workers" i n t o a c t i o n .

She proceeded to contact, by phone, over fi f t y members who l a t e r donated f rom one to ten
days o f l a b o r t o t h e p r o j e c t w i t h some k e y members c o n t r i b u t i n g even more--a t r u l y remarkable
response.

Leo Klees was appointed to take o v e r a l l charge o f cons t ruc t ion , and Ed H a s t i n g s , w e l l
known l o c a l contractor, supervisedp u t t i n g in t h e foundat ion and o the r cement work such as
l a y i n g b locks.

O l l i e Clark and A r t Schnoor, both experts i n the b u i l d i n g fi e l d , shared the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
f o r the carpentry work, and John Myers, e l e c t r i c a l contractor, took charge of w i r i n g and
audio i n s t a l l a t i o n s .

Bur t Jennings agreed to supervise t h e s e a l i n g and p a i n t i n g opera t ions , and g r a d i n g , seed‑
i n g , and dra inage systems were overseen by Whit Barnum. George Linnabery a l so drew up a
map of the underground t i l a g e system f o r f u t u r e reference.

The soc ie t y i s espec ia l l y g r a t e f u l t o t h e f o l l o w i n g persons who donated mate r i a l s and
equipment f o r the p r o j e c t : N i c te r U t i l i t y Company, Michael White, Mawhiney Truck ing , Lynn
Barnum, Wi l l i am Hess, Roger Demmin, Adr ian Fre r i chs , and Tom Rehr ing .

Everyone should be proud of t h i s dedicated group of volunteers f o r w i t h o u t t h e i r h e l p the
b u i l d i n g might not have been erected.

As a token of appreciat ion, a plaque bear ing the names of a l l volunteers w i l l be placed
at the entranceway of the new b u i l d i n g as a l a s t i n g memorial to those who helped b u i l d i t .
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WE "GOOFED": ~

I t is sometimes d i f fi c u l t to keep t rack of everything our volunteers are doing at the
museum. In l a s t month's newslet ter we omitted the names of B i l l Bartz and Sidney P e t t i t who
were a very important p a r t of the team who graded, raked, and seeded the area around the new
"Dr. John F. Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g " . Sorry about, t h a t !
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MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

Mark L. Hunt ing ton , Vice-Pres., S.C. Parker & Co. , received recogn i t ion in the Union Sun
& Journal r e c e n t l y regard ing a book which he hopes to have publ ished on t h e B i g Band Era.

In h i s younger days, Mark performed w i t h some ou ts tand ing musical groups a t O l c o t t Beach,
and also played w i t h Harold Austin's Orchestra aboard the cru ise s h i p , "Canadiana". Dur ing
World War II he was assigned to several navy bands, and l a t e r p u t together one of the l a r ‑
gest record and tape col lect ions of t h e B i g Band Era one migh t fi n d in Western New York.

Although Mark was r a i s e d in Barker, he had close t i e s in Wilson once h a v i n g served as
Manager of Marine Midland Bank, Pres. of t he Wilson L ion 's Club, and Pres. of the School Board.
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DUES ARE DUE:

The treasurer has been "flooded" w i t h membership renewals, however, a small number are
s t i l l o u t s t a n d i n g . I f you fi n d a “ s t a r " b y y o u r address l a b e l o n t h i s news le t te r, i t i n d i ‑
cates t h a t your membership in the s o c i e t y has e x p i r e d .

Your $3.00 membership fee is r e a l l y a small p r i c e to pay to he lp the s o c i e t y preserve
the c u l t u r a l and h i s t e r i c a l h e r i t a g e o f y o u r v i l l a g e and town.
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IN MEMORIAM:

The Wilson H i s t e r i c a l S o c i e t yextends i t s h e a r t f e l t sympathy t o the f a m i l y o f Garnet te
Upton, 76, who d i e d May 3 rd , 1987, at Inter-Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane, f o l l o w i n g a l o n g
i l l n e s s . She i s survived b y h e r husband, E lw in , one bro the r, Bernard (Rena) I s r a e l , o f W i l ‑
son, a l so severa l n ieces and nephews.

Mrs. Upton was an ac t i ve member of t h e I s t B a p t i s t Church of Wilson, and former employee
of the Lockpor t F e l t Co. at Newfane, and the Bickford Box Co. at Lockpor t . Bur ia l was at
North Ridge Cemetery, Cambria, w i t h Rev. J e f f r e y Durham and Rev. Burton Smith o f fi c i a t i n g .
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Wealso extend condolences to the f a m i l y of Glenn C. Hillman, 97, who died Sunday,
May 2 t h , a t t h e Newfane Health F a c i l i t y . H e i s survived b y a daughter, Mrs. Dale (Norma)
Foster of N. Tonawanda; a son, Roger Hi l lman of Wilson; a lso 2 grandchi ldren and 2 g- g r a n d ‑
ch i l d ren . He was a farmer in Wilson a l l h i s l i f e and a member o f the Exley United Methodist
Church, and Niagara County Extension Service. In h i s younger days, he was a member of the
o ld Ontario Band which was organized ca. 1910 and disbanded in 1925. Interment was at N. Ridge.

* © # #8 HH H HH OH .
BON MOT: The bes t years of one's l i f e is when the k i d s are o l d enough to shovel snow, but

too young to d r i v e a ca r.
He HE eH He H HH HF
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FAIR: '

In 1973, Joe Higg ins and Anna Mae Nevins proposed t h a t hav ing an antique/flea market
might b e a good way f o r the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y t o he lp r a i s e funds f o r i t s annual
operat ing expenses. The idea took ho ld w i t h about 30 dealers showing up--considerably l e s s
than the 175 who signed up f o r t h i s year 's event. Al though the day s ta r ted ou t on the cool
s ide, it was q u i t e apparent by noon t h a t thousands of people would attend and make t h e 1987
Memorial Day F a i r one of the most successful eve r he ld .

There was a great t u r n out by the l o c a l membership w i t h over 250 persons accep t ing respons i ‑
b i l i t y f o r the concessions and serv i ces prov ided . Most of the soc ie ty 's home-made foods were
sold out by e a r l y af ternoon, b u t l o n g l i n e s qu ick ly formed at the L i t t l e League's Chicken Bar ‑
B-Q tent as w e l l as the Hot Dog and Funnel Cake stands.

There appeared to be great i n t e r e s t in the new D r . Argue Memorial Bu i l d i ng in which 20
antique and c lass ic cars were d isp layed, and i t was estimated t h a t over 10,000 persons may
have v i s i t e d Wilson whi le the f a i r was in p rog ress .

The Tu l i p Qui l t was another b i g a t t r a c t i o n , and a l l t i c k e t s were sold b y 4PM. L a r r y Kam
of Gasport was awarded the q u i l t ; Jim Monroe of Ransomville received the Afghan; Jackie
Zastrow of Wilson was presented w i t h the C a r v i n g Se t ; and Pat Long of Lockpor t received a
copy o f the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y Recipe Book.

Lo is Barnum and Ne t t i e Stimson, co-chairmen, w ish to thank a l l Fa i r committees who d i d
such a splendid job t h i s y e a r, a lso more than seventy l o c a l business persons who helped
advert ise i t and provided other services or p r o d u c t s .

%* %+© & & & &H& Hh
MEMBERSHIP “EXPLOSION®:

Many new members signed u p a t t h i s year 's F a i r i n c l u d i n g : Roy P e t t i t I I , West V i r g i n i a ;
Cynthia Melcher and Audrey P e r r y, N iagara F a l l s ; Beverly Clark B a i l e y, Lockpor t ; Rheta
Melcher, Lewiston; Charlene Rohr ing , Ransomvilles and Janet Naslund and Jack and Winifred
Te r r y, from Wilson.

Others j o i n i n g l a s t month are : Chester and Char lo t te McArthur, F lor ida; Chr is topher
Teague (8 mos) and Yvonne Myers, Ca l i fo rn ia ; Marie Hewi t t , N iagara Fa l l s ; Carol Douglas,
Gasport ; Donald Ramsdell, Newfane; a l s o , John and Annabell Benedict; A l l en and Anne Rohr ing;
David and "Gus" Bradley; Wallace and L o i s Ward; Robert and Dor is MacBeth; and James
Schotz, a l l from Wilson.

* + % + & &©& & 0H
NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Edward C . A l l g e i e r , son o f Charles H . and Ethe l M . A l l g e i e r , i s a nat ive o f Wilson and
was born March 9, 192. He graduated from Wilson Central School in 1941, and l a t e r served
aboard the Destroyer Escort, Robert F. K e l l e r, d u r i n g which time he was engaged in 5 major
bat t les o f the Pac ific . . .

He worked f o r 39 years at Hooker Chemical, and a f t e r ret i rement, became manager of the
Aquedus Treatment Plant-Chemical Waste Management, I n c .

Ed's fam i l y moved to Wilson in 1921 and he p resen t l y l i v e s in the same house in which he
was born. While in h igh school he worked a t a gas s ta t i on located on the s i t e o f the former
Hinchl i f fe Vinegar Plant and present Basil Equipment Company. He also worked f o r a while
f o r the l a t e Maynard P e t t i t , l o c a l p lumber. ’ Dur ing the 1950's, he was ac t i ve in Boy Scouts
and heH, and has many interests i n c l u d i n g the Lockport Amateur Radio Club, Wilson Conserva‑
t i o n Club, Mar t in Jennings Post , American Leg ion, and hO year member of Ontario Lodge #376
F & AMof Wilson. Both Ed and Mar i l ynn have been members o f the soc ie ty s ince 1973.

+ &€& & & & H HH & H

Mar i l ynn A l l g e i e r , daughter o f Howard and Ruth Kayner, moved t o Wilson from Buffa lo i n
1937, and graduated from Wilson Central School in 1947. A f t e r he r marr iage to Edward, they
had two ch i ld ren, Kathleen A. (Fu l le r ) , a teacher a t S t a r Point Centra l School, and Michael
E . A l l g e i e r , a n o p t i c a l eng ineer a t Hughes A i r c r a f t i n C a l i f o r n i a .

While t h e i r ch i ld ren were growing u p , Mar i l ynn was a c t i v e as a l-H leader, a lso the MYF
at Exley Methodist Church. For t h e p a s t 22 yea rs she has held the p o s i t i o n of Town Clerk ,
and considers those years of work ing f o r and w i t h t h e res idents of Wilson the most reward ing
years of her l i f e . She is a lso a member of t he Wilson Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star};
the N.Y.S. Association of Town Clerks; I n t . I n s t i t u t e of Mun ic ipa l Clerks; and Wilson Chap‑
t e r of the Inter-Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane.

Mar i lynn 's f a t h e r, Howard Kayner, was Town Councilman d u r i n g the 1950's, and was l a t e r
elected to the p o s i t i o n of Niagara County Treasurer.

* &£ &* & & HFH & H
TREES-PROJECT FOR THE YEAR:

Several organizat ions are j o i n i n g in a search f o r h i s t o r i c t rees in New York S ta te . Co‑
sponsors include the N.Y.S. Museum, County and Municipal h i s t o r i a n associat ions, and others
who w i l l nominate trees worthy of record . Wilson H i s t . Soc. members are asked to make a
note o f any trees o f h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t o r unusual s i z e .

Trees w i l l be one of the themes f o r t h e N i a g . Co.Federat ion of H i s t o r i ca l Soc ie t ies
exh ib i ts at t h i s year's Farm and Home Days celebrat ion. N o t i f y Norm MacAski l l , 1 s t Vice-Pres.
o f t he Wilson soc ie t y i f you can " d i g u p " any unusual i n f o rma t i on about t r ees i n Wilson.

* & & & & & & & HR€
SUMMER CALENDAR:

June 10th, 8PM, Board of D i rec tor meet ing a t museum.
June 15th, 6:30 PM, Annual M e e t i n g , “ I c e Cream and Cake S o c i a l " a t museum.
J u l y 8th, 8PM, Board o f D i rec to r mee t ing a t museun.
August 12th, 8PM, Board o f D i rec to r mee t ing a t museum.
There w i l l be no monthly program meet ings d u r i n g J u l y and Augus t . Museum w i l l be open

Sunday afternoons f o r v i s i t o r s f rom 2-l:PM.
* *& & & & &FHHH HRF

SIGN IN AREA OFFICE: People who be l ieve the dead never come back to l i f e should be here
a t a u i t t i n g t ime. . ‘
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THE GROTESQUE GARGOYLE: . .

The gargoyle is usua l l y shewn as a groteque b i r d or beast attached to a corn ice mo ld ing ’
w i t h i t s main purpose t o throw o r d i r e c t water f a r from a b u i l d i n g . Smaller vers ions o f the
creatures are sometimes used f o r decorations under a b u i l d i n g ' s eves.

Now one migh t expect to fi n d gargoyles on some t a l l p u b l i c b u i l d i n g , b u t h a r d l y as a con‑
versation p iece in some qu ie t flower garden in Wilson, however, i f you were to drop in on
phe Matthew Henschels at t h e i r Randall Road heme, you m i g h t be surpr ised to see one in t h e i r
ron t y a r d .

In the 1960's, when the e l d E r i e County Sav ings Bank was b e i n g t o r n down, Linda C l i n t o n
and h e r brother used to watch the demol i t ion work at n i g h t . One evening they not iced some
"gargoyles" dropping from the b u i l d i n g , and they asked the wreck ing crew if they migh t buy
one f o r a souvenir.

The workers t o l d Linda they could not be so ld , b u t added t h a t they were go ing on a coffee
break and guessed if a couple gargoyles disappeared whi le they were gone, supposed there
was l i t t l e they could d o about i t .

Linda and h e r brother immediately began r o l l i n g two of the heavy g r a n i t e “beasts" f rom the
s i t e , and t o t h i s d a y, both Linda and h e r f a t h e r have one.

Linda is now Mrs. Matthew Henschel, and she is q u i t e proud of t h e h i s t o r i c conversation
p iece which s i l e n t l y guards her fl o w e r garden o n Randall Road.* * &©2 & & & HeH F
SUMMER HOSTESS SCHEDULE:

Clara Marcks, Chrm., has announced t h a t t he f o l l o w i n g members have agreed to serve t h i s
summer as Sunday af ternoon greeters at the museum:

Jane 7 t h , Don and Joanne Wil tse; June thth, Harold and Esther A l b r i g h t ; June 21st, E a r l
and Gerry Swann; June 28th, Ray and Lor ine A l l g e i e r .

Ju ly 5th, Howard and Leona Hunter; J u l y 12 th , Wi l l i am and Maxine Jones; J u l y 19th, L loyd
and Sandy Evans; J u l y 26th, W i l l a rd and Beatr ice Rockwood.

August 2nd, Te r r y and Michele Stephenson; August 9 th , Thoams and G a i l Walder; August 16th,
Jean Hayes and son, Wayne; August 23rd, Archie and Zi lpha P e t t y , and August 30th, Ray and
Pamela G r o f f . x * + £2 & & & & H &
FROM THE MAILBAG:

Robert J . Mugele o f C a s s e l b e r r y, F l o r i d a , hasn' t been i n Wilson since 1953, b u t h e has
very fond childhood memories of the “ I s l a n d .

He is a member of the Talbot fam i l y of P i t t s b u r g , and h i s g~g-grandfather b u i l t the o ld
Talbot cottage on the is land. He and h i s l a t e fa the r spent many happy summers there, and he
recal ls the good times he had wi th Walt and Floyd Wilson on t h e i r boat , the "Dockset ter" ,

Mr. Mugele plans to give the Wilson Histor ical Soc ie ty a water color framed p ic tu re of
the is land t h a t was pain ted, no l e s s , by J . J . M i l l e r , one of the island's developers, on

+ & # H H He H H OH OH

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
Don Burrows Welding of Bur t , NY, has donated a Railroad Workcar once used at Chisolm-Ryder,

and the o ld vehicle has been reconditioned by Don and is in excellent shape--a rea l gem f o r
the transportat ion b u i l d i n g .

Car l Reichalderfer, Ridge Rd . , Lockport , has donated a record of the Gaylord fami l y taken
from an o l d 1825 B ib le , also a record of t h e Charles Gaylord, J r . f a m i l y . He a l s o gave a
Methodist Church Childrens Day Program dated June 10, 1888.

Mrs. Donald (Pat) E i c k : One 191 Cook Book published l o c a l l y .
Mrs. Andrae (Janet) Spor leder : One year i ssues , "Colonia l Homes" & "American H e r i t a g e " .
James Harold, Washington, DC.: Las t i s s u e of t he "Front ier S t a r " published Thursday,

A p r i l 3rd, 1958. This i ssue ended approximately 60 years of pub l ica t ion of t h e Wilson "Star" .* &* &©& & & KFH H
SUCCESSFUL OUTING:

About 75 members of the Lake E r i e Reg ion of t he Antique Automobile Club of America, d r i v i n g
3 5 antique ca rs , v i s i t e d the Wilson Museum o n May 3rd where they enjoyed the f r i e n d l y hos ‑
p i t a l i t y and accomondations provided by members of t h e s o c i e t y .

John and Eleanor Myers and Bob and Edna Rose welcomed the guests and showed them around
the t ranspor ta t ion b u i l d i n g , and when t h e depot-museum opened a t 2:00PM, Edgar and Eloise
Culverwell greeted the v i s i t o r s .

The club set u p chairs and tables i n t h e new b u i l d i n g where they had lunch, and the
s o c i e t y l a t e r received a generous donation from t h e group f o r use o f t h e museum f a c i l i t i e s .* + & & & FEHRHEHEF
HISTORY AWARDS:

Bonnie T h i e l and Shawn Ewald were selected b y school a u t h o r i t i e s t o receive t h i s year 's
Wilson H i s to r i ca l S o c i e t y awards f o r excellence in t h e s tudy o f H i s t o r y . The students were
each presented a $25.00 check by Whitney Barnum, President, at the Class N igh t Observance
on May 29th. tt &©& & 8 & & & HH
FLAG DAY CELEBRATION:

The s i x t h grade c lass of W. H. Stevenson School in Ransomville w i l l present a F l a g Day
program at the school on June 12th at 1:15PM.

The theme f o r t h i s year's event w i l l be the U.S. Cons t i t u t i on , and the celebrat ion w i l l
b e g i n w i t h a parade from the school at 9:45 AM.

* *&* & & & & & H& HH F
MAKE RESERVATIONS:

Reservations f o r the I c e Cream and Cake Soc ia l should be made w i t h e i t h e r Dorothy L inna ‑
b e r r y , Barbara Mosher, or Luc i l l e Upton. Joanne Demmin and Marge Goodman w i l l a l so serve as
hostesses f o r the event which w i l l s t a r t at 6:30 PMon June 15th.

* &© &£ & & & & & H *
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WILSON PERSONALITY:
(Note: We never met P h i l Brown in pe rson , b u t we corresponded w i t h him and enjoyed r e ‑

c e i v i n g h i s f r i e n d l y l e t t e r s f rom Washington, DC. We were deeply saddened when h i s n iece ,
E l l e n Golde, informed us t h a t he had been k i l l e d whi le t a k i n g an evening s t r o l l . The fo l l ow ‑
i n g l e t t e r was mailed to us a few days before h i s t r a g i c acc ident and, because of i t s h i s t o r i c
i n t e r e s t , we are i n c l u d i n g it in t h i s Newsletter.)

* %* & & % & 8 & &H
“Dear Don: The May issue of the Newsletter b r i n g s a fl o o d of memories. My Dad was one of

the men t h a t formed the Wilsonian Club, and others included Reuben Foote and Frank Campbell-‑
f o r the l i f e o f m e I can not remember t h e o the rs . S i x o r e i g h t o f them met r e g u l a r l y o n w in ‑
t e r evenings to p l a y cards, and Dad loved to go over f o r a couple hours a f t e r l o c k i n g u p .

The c e i l i n g in the bowl ing a l l e y was so l o w t h a t t a l l men l i k e Russ Hur lbur t would some‑
times h i t it when they swung t h e i r arm back to bowl. The k i d s used "duck p i n s " and smal l
b a l l s , and these p i n s had a t h i c k , wide rubber band around them.

There were two p o o l tab les on the 1 s t fl o o r in the southwest corner room. One was a b i l ‑
l i a r d tab le , and I , a long w i t h Jimmie H i n c h l i f f e and Ronnie Teague and others used t o use
them--but not to a great extent. I don' t know w h y - - i t was fun and d idn ' t cost anything. One
time someone organized a "smoker", and the Evans twins boxed. I was not i nv i t ed .

The band concerts were one o f the h i g h l i g h t s o f m y youth . Someone would rope o f f the
street in f r o n t of the club, and pour ac o u p l e boxes of soap chips on the concrete in an
e f f o r t t o make i t s l i p p e r y. I would ge t s o exc i ted b y the band music I would race around the
outside of the clubhouse w i t h the other k i d s , and it f e l t l i k e fl y i n g - - I haven't ever f e l t
t h a t way since.

An e l d e r l y man who l i v e d on Frankl in Street would wheel a popcorn wagon up to the curb in
f ron t of our store. I loved the popcorn bu t some of the women complained it was too greasy
and t h a t he d idn ' t use bu t te r. Hemade the popcorn over a burner, and what do you suppose he
used f o r fuel?--kerosene.

I learned to dance at the c lub. I remember how desperate Fe l i ce Campbell, Helen Maynard,
and Naomi F i t c h were f o r some boys who could dance. They were de l i gh ted when some o f us
would fi n a l l y make the attempt, b u t t h e y sure had to p u t up w i t h some clumsy-footed par tners .

Your i t e m about B i l l K i r c h o f f sets o f f another t r a i n o f though t . B i l l had a Hudson Coupe
w i t h a rumble seat t h a t was the f a n c i e s t t h i n g in town. Sometimes in the evening he would
take two or three of us f o r a r i d e to O l c o t t at 80 m i l e s p e r hour---what a t h r i l l !

I worked i n B i l l ' s g l a d i o l a fi e l d s f o r two o r t h r e e summers a long w i t h Jimmie, "Dutch"
Cornel l and others. Werode on the r i g t h a t p l a n t e d t h e bulbs, and crawled up an down the
rows on our knees p u l l i n g weeds and l a t e r he lp i ng w i t h the harves t . A t one t ime I worked on
the Crossman farm in a fi e l d t h a t r a n from Lake Road to the l a k e . Another t ime we worked on
the Brown farm south of the road across from t h e house. Th is was t h e farm my Dad was born on.
Other times w e worked o n the S i n g e r farm east o f O l c o t t , a l so the farm where A l Burrows l i v e d .

Ern ie Ganshaw used t o p i c k u s u p o n t h e way t o work. Weg e n e r a l l y worked from seven t o s i x
w i t h t ime o f f f o r lunch. Ernie 's p r i d e and j o y was an A l l i s Chalmers t rac to r which I have a
model o f . What a smooth r u n n i n g t h i n g i t was. H e changed the o i l every d a y. We g o t $2.00
a day f o r our l a b o r , and Al Burrows made sure we p u t in a f u l l day 's work.

Las t week I was at a meet ing ( i n Washington) where people were t a l k i n g about the days of
the Great Depression. They sa id they knew people who worked at manual jobs in s u i t s t h a t
they used t o wear t o the o f fi c e - - t h e y couldn't a f f o r d work clothes. The summer t h a t I worked
on the S inge r farm there was a man from Wilson who worked beside me wear ing, bel ieve i t or
no t , Tuxedo pants .

I have n o t h i n g b u t happy thoughts about my days spent on t h e g l a d i o l i farms-- that was where
I learned to work and "hold my own" w i t h my peers and o lde r men. (Phi l ip Brown)

* &* & & & & HFHHHRF
IN THE NEWS:

Congra tu la t ions to Matthew Goodman who received a c e r t i fi c a t e of d i s t i n c t i o n from John
Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y f o r s c o r i n g h i g h e r in mathematics than the average c o l l e g e bound 12th g r a d e r.

* *& &* &€& & & HHHFiF
NEW MEMBER:

Wewelcome our l a t e s t new member, Robert Pease of Barnhart , Missour i .
+ * & &€HHHHHEH HHiF

TODAY'S GENERATION may b e t h e fi r s t t o b e fi n a n c i a l l y worse o f f than i t s parents , b u t a s l o n g
as there are VCR's they may never know i t .

%¥ * # H HR HR HR H
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HISTORY IN THE MAKING: .

Everyone should now be f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e Town Board's month ly pub l i ca t i on , the “Wilson
Chronicle", which keeps town res idents up to date on matters of p u b l i c i n t e r e s t . ;

A few years ago, the board appointed a new Greenwood Cemetery Association and, chaired by
Barbara Mosher, t h e y have done a sp lend id j o b o f c l e a n i n g u p and b e a u t i f y i n g the cemetery
grounds w i t h h e l p from the Lion's Club, Boy Scouts, and Water Department.

Another o rgan i za t i on making h i s t o r y is the group known as “Women Working f o r Conservation."
Headed up by Ann Branch and Cindy Stanton, i t s members a re w o r k i n g w i t h t h e s t a f f o f t h e
Tuscarora State Park to b u i l d and maintain a nature t r a i l in the p a r k .

There also appears to be more p u b l i c awareness t h a t Wilson has become one of the l e a d i n g
areas i n Niagara County f o r sports fi s h i n g and b o a t i n g . For t h i s much c r e d i t i s due t o
"Pinky" Robinson, the Conservation Club, and the Town Board f o r improvements be ing made f o r
the convenience of thousands of fishermen v i s i t i n g and b r i n g i n g business to Wilson.

Plans are also underway to t r y to fund and b u i l d a new Town Park near the former disposal
s i t e on Chestnut Road in t h e southeast p o r t i o n of town.

The Wilson Business Association has a l s o decided to p u t out a new l o c a l paper, and the
fi r s t e d i t i o n was publ ished r e c e n t l y w i t h Catherine Myers heading up t h e e d i t o r i a l s t a f f .

The Wilson Centra l School continues to make h i s t o r y each y e a r , no t o n l y in academic
achievement b u t in sports compet i t ion as w e l l , w i t h t h i s year 's g i r l s ' s o f t b a l l team p l a c i n g
second in New York S ta te .

Harold Mosher, Superv isor, “ h i t t h e n a i l on the head" when he stated r e c e n t l y t h a t , "Our
p a r k s , recreat iona l , h i s t o r i c a l , and educational f a c i l i t i e s , make t h i s (Wilson) a v e r y
spec ia l place in which to l i v e . "

% + & H H H HR H H

SUCCESSFUL FAIR:
The Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y c leared $9,068.77 a t i t s recent Memorial Day F a i r w i t h about

h a l f the income coming from t h e food concessions: Ho t Dogs, $1760.00; Food Barn, $1371.98;
Candy, $74.42; Funnel Cakes, $399.87; Coffee & Donuts, $391.21; Lemonade, popcorn, and
P f e i f f e r ' s Loganberry Dr ink , $353.1 .

The remaining income was rea l i zed from the Q u i l t , $2,198.64; Dealers, $1992.49; Plant
Booth, $350.55; Flea Market Te n t , $294.16; Ways & Means, $169.75; Dues, $112.00; and
F i s h Pond, $39.67. There was a lso a $110.26 donation f rom t h e Masonic Lodge of Wilson who
sponsored the bal loon concession f o r t he ch i l d ren .

Expenses included Entertainment, $560.00; Paper Supp l ies , $371.97; Shu t t l e Busses,
$240.00; Porta-Jons, $200.00; A d v e r t i s i n g , $89.40; and Pa in t (dealer spots), $58.00.

The society is g r a t e f u l to a l l i t s f r i e n d s throughout Western New York who attended the
f a i r and helped support i t .

H+ # eH HH HR HH HH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: .

At the June meeting the Board approved the society 's budget f o r 1987-88 as fol lows:
Antique Cars, $250.00; Caboose, $300.00; Museum Comm., $300.00; H i s t o r i c S i t e s , $200.00;
Museum Maintenance (Lights, Heat, Water, Repairs,etc.), $5,000.00; Office Suppl ies, $150.00;
Program Comm., $200.00; Publications, $950.00; and Ways & Means, $250.00. To ta l , $7,600.00

Approved request from f a i r comm. to purchase 20 f o l d i n g tables at a cost of $120.00, and
w i l l i n ves t i ga te poss ib le purchase o f s tack ing chairs.

Approved request by A r t Schnoor to purchase new, l a r g e r g r i l l f o r h o t dogs, e tc .
John Stevens, A r t Teacher at Wilson Centra l School, exp la ined stamp cancel la t ion program

to be used to he lp celebrate 200th ann ive rsa ryo f the U.S. Cons t i t u t i on . Board voted to
sponsor the program.

Don Croop announced t h a t D r. George Badger of L o c k p o r t has agreed to g i v e back h i s o p t i o n
f o r a r i g h t - o f - w a y through the s o c i e t y grounds. Th is is except iona l ly good news as i t w i l l
pe rm i t u n r e s t r i c t e d use of the " F i t t r o Shop" f o r d i s p l a y of acquisi t ions.

A motion was approved to s t a r t a l l f u t u r e meet ings of t h e Board at 7:30PM.
ee H H H HH H HR HF

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
Carol Hawkins has donated 1 Gem,Jr. Camera; a Brownie Camera; Ch i ld ' s E l e c t r i c I r o n ;Books,

"Beatrice Potter"; “Adventures of Daniel Boone", 1843; "Trimmed Lamp",1916, O Henry; a lso two
1877 Law Books, and a number of eH ribbons awarded at t he 1919 Niagara County F a i r . Old books
were the property of Carol 's grandmother, Maude Woodcock.

Harry Haven: Diorama of 1759 B r i t i s h F o r t b u i l t on the Lewiston Por tage. Scale model was
constructed by Mr. Haven, an amateur a rchaeo log i s t .

Elwin Upton: Old wooden Towel B a r .
Leonard and Marion Tabor: One p a i r o f l e a f - t y p e s p r i n g s ; f u e l tank from W i l l s S t . C l a i r ,

Trunk r a c k , and Co l l ec t i on o f Ja rs and B u t t e r Crocks.
Charles Buchner: Miscellaneous photographs.
Ne t t i e Stimson, , Meta l Car Emblems; 1960 proceedings of N iagara County Board, superv isors
Eloise Culverwell: Womens and Childrens C l o t h i n g , ca. 1900.
Emma Schrader: Model of Great Horned Owl.
Esther Myers: Commencement I n v i t a t i o n f o r Wilson High School Class of 1910.
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CONGRESS PLANS TO MSET;
The Congress o f Local H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t i e s w i l l meet a t t h e museum o f t h e Buf fa lo and

E r i e County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o n S a t u r d a y, J u l y 18th, a t 9:00AM.
Guests w i l l be welcomed by James Jehle , President of t h e E r i e Federat ion, and Norman

MacAski l l , President of the Niagara Federat ion.
A n $8.00 r e g i s t r a t i o n fee w i l l i nc lude luncheon, workshops, l e o t u r e , and r e c e p t i o n , and

must be received at Nottingham Court , 14216, no l a t e r than J u l y 13th.
e+ %& & & HH HH H

YOU ARE YOUNG at any age if you a r e p lann ing f o r tomorrow.
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WHEN CABBAGE WAS KING:

Paul Luckman was 8 y r s . o l d when he moved to Wilson w i t h h i s parents , Elmer and L u c i l l e
Luckman, and remembers go ing to the townline school a yea r before it closed.

Much has been w r i t t e n about Wilson's f r u i t orchards, d a i r y i n g , fi s h i n g , lumbering and boat ‑
i n g indust r ies, bu t Paul reminds us t h a t farmers have a l s o ra i sed and shipped out thousands
of tons of cabbage from Wilson each y e a r . Dur ing t h e 19l,0's he used to he lp h i s Dad on the
Walter Nelson farm p u l l i n g and t r a n s p l a n t i n g cabbage p l a n t s , a lso hoeing, c u t t i n g , and c a r r y ‑
i n g the cabbage b y wagon t o s p e c i a l l y b u i l t b i n s a t "Walter's Shop". The p lace was heated
w i t h a small wood stove and, if it g o t too c o l d , l i t t l e round kerosene stoves were also used.

When it was time to s h i p the cabbage, the r e a l "s loppy" j o b began when it was trimmed,
bagged, weighed, and drawn to the Wilson Depot f o r shipment. To young Paul i t seemed l i k e
the o l d depot was always fi l l e d to the c e i l i n g w i t h thousands of bags of cabbage. He also
reca l led t h a t a coal stove and kerosene heaters were a l s o used a t the depo t t o prevent f r e e z i n g .

Paul, a member of the s o c i e t y, graduated from Wilson H igh in 1954, and now operates t h e
Luckman Logging Company at Walworth, NY.

* #4 % *% 8%% HH8%HH
ANNUAL MEETING:

What a way to s t a r t an annual meet ing! "“Oodles and oodles" of i c e cream served in any
shape or form, sundaes, sodas, banana sp l i t s - -name i t and you could have i t . A l l could be
“smothered” w i t h g l o b s of whipped cream and homemade syrups in chocolate, c h e r r y, or b u t t e r
scotch flavo rs - - t o say no th ing of h o t fudge, nuts , f r e s h strawberr ies and marascheno cherr ies.
The homemade i c e cream was furnished by Janet Spor leder, "Chuck" Messersmith, Barbara Mosher,
and Dorothy L innabery, and a del ic ious v a r i e t y o f homemade cakes and coffee were a lso avai lab le .

Card tables were set up nea t l y w i t h each hav ing r e d and whi te checkered covers, and center
p ieces cons i s t i ng o f rose bud vases and c o l o r f u l balloons overhead furnished by "Flowers
by  Jack ie . "

Leo Volk enter ta ined everyone w i t h l i v e l y background music on h i s accordian, and whi le
soc ie ty members contemplated hav ing “seconds", Maureen Moore and members of t h e Wilson Junior
H igh "Musicale", sang many of the o l d t ime favor i tes of bygone yea rs .**©&&HHHhHHHHH
ELECTION RESULTS:

Officers and Comm. Chairmen nominated by Wal ly Goodman, Chrm., were e lec ted at t h e annual
meet ing as fo l lows:

Pres . , Whit Barnum; 1s t Vice-Pres., Norm MacAski l l ; 2nd Vice-Pres., John Myers; Treas.,
M i l l i e Croop; Rec. Sec., Faye P ise l l o ; and Cor. Sec., Helen Stevens.

Trustees to June, 1990: Jean Argue, Ed Hast ings, and Burt Jennings.
Chairpersons: Acquisitions, Lois Jennings; Antique Cars, Jim Pisello; By-laws, Don Croop;

Caboose, Bur t Jennings; Genealogy, Celeste Crawford; Grounds, Elwin Upton; H i s t o r i c Si tes,
Jan Sporleder; Housekeeping, Maryanne Sharpe; L i b r a r i a n , Celeste Crawford; Membership,
Christ ine Kelman; Memorial, M i l l i e Croop; Memorial Day F a i r , Lo is Barnum, Net t ie Stimson,
and M i l l i e Croop; Photography, Edna Robinson; Programs, Dorothy Linnabery; Publications,
Don Croop; Refreshments, Emma Schrader; Sunday Hostesses, Clara Marcks; and Ways & Means,
Winnie Fischer.

Appointments made by the Board of Di rectors : Curator, Lois Jennings; Nominating Conm.
Chairman, Wallace Goodman; and Planning Board Chairman, Whit Barnum.

% 8 &# & Hh He HH HE
IN MEMORIAM:

P h i l i p Brown, 72, was s t ruck and k i l l e d by a c a r on May 30, 1987, whi le s tay ing a t h i s
summer cottage at Bethany Beach, DE. He was a na t i ve of Wilson and graduated w i t h the Class
of '31. He graduated from Niagara Un i v. in 1936, and worked in the Information D i v. of the
Resettlement Admins. under the “New Deal" . He served 2%y r s . w i t h the U.S. Army in Belgium
du r i ng World War I I , and l a t e r became Chie f o f t h e In format ion D i v. o f the Farmer's Home
Admins. in Washington. He rece ived the Super ior Se rv i ce Award, and r e t i r e d in 1969. He l a t e r
returned to work f o r the In format ion D i v. o f t he Rura l Housing Al l iance from which he aga in
r e t i r e d in 1980. At Bethany Beach he was involved in town p o l i t i c s & also p u t out a News‑
l e t t e r f o r the Bethany Beach Land Owners Associat ion.

Mr. Brown is survived by h i s w i f e , P o l l y Swann Brown of Washington,DC, and 3 daughters,
Kate G i l l i s of E. Greenwich, R I ; Deborah Brown of At lanta, GA; and Suzanne Ku l i k of Worth‑
i n g t o n , MA; a lso 6 grandch i l d ren . He j o i n e d the Wilson H i s to r i ca l Soc ie ty as a L i f e Member
in August, 1980.

Donald L o r t , 69, d ied June 3, 1 9 8 7at Buffalo General Hospital. Hewas born in Wilson,
and l a t e r operated a gas s t a t i o n on Young S t . He was a veteran of the U.S. Army A i r fo rce in
World War I I ; an Exempt Fireman, Wilson F i r e Co. No.1; Past Comm., American Leg ion Post 836
of Wilson, a lso t h e Lions Club. He is survivedby h i s w i f e , S h i r l e y ; a son, Lee; a daughter,
Mrs. Timothy Will iams, both of Lockpor t ; a l s o a step daugh te r, Mrs . Jackie A l l g e i e r , Cal;
and a stepson, Robin (Colleen) S la te of Lockpor t . At the t ime of h i s death he was Pres. of
J. Ward Reid and Sons, and Vice-Pres. of Re id Petroleum Corp .
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Lou is J. Swick, 97, d ied June 1h, 1987 at h i s home in Cambria. He is survived by 2 daugh‑
te rs , Mrs. Dorothy Halstead o f Newfane, and Mrs. M a r j o r i e Sweet o f Cambria, a lso 3 g r a n d c h i l ‑
dren. M r. Swick was a n ac t i ve leader i n t he I s t B a p t i s t Church o f Wilson which h e jo ined i n
1902, and served as Moderator, Trustee, and Deacon f o r many years. He spent most of h i s l i f e
on h i s Willow Rd. farm, and was a member of t he N i a g . County Extension Serv ice f o r over 60
years . H e a l so was Chairman o f t he N i a g . County S t a b i l i z a t i o n and Conservation Comm. f o r 1 8
years , and once served as the Committee's Representative to the Uni ted Nations.

* *&* &€ &© & & HH HR H iF

FINAL NOTE: Niagara F a l l s Journal, Aug. 3, 1895: The N iaga ra F a l l s correspondent f o r the
Buffa lo Courier Express repor ted t h a t d u r i n g the pas t year Wilson l o s t , by fi r e , t h e Rwéed

Depot, a b i g f r u i t house, the Presbyter ian Church, t h e Ontar io House, and American Hote l .
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BUSINESS GENIUS:
L u t h e r Wi l son ' s fi r s t c l a im to ingenu i t y may have occured du r i ng t h e War o f 1812 when he

was o n l y 14 years of age . According to e a r l y a c c o u n t s , G e o r g e Ash , who l i v e d west of t h e
Wilson s e t t l e m e n t , warned t h e s e t t l e r s t h a t t h e B r i t i s h were coming, t h u s g i v i n g most o f them
time t o g a t h e r t h e i r t h i ngs and fl e e .

About 2 5 head o f c a t t l e were rounded u p , and L u t h e r Wilson was g iven t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f
d r i v i n g them eastward a l o n g t h e l a k e . Some h a d cow b e l l s around t h e i r n e c k s , so in order to
keep t h e invaders f r o m hear ing them, he s t u f f e d d r y l e a v e s in t h e b e l l s . He was then a b l e to
d r i ve t h e c a t t l e 5 mi les beyond Van H o r n e ' s M i l l where t h e y remained undetec ted . A f t e r t h e
B r i t i s h burned down t h e m i l l and r e t r e a t e d , L u t h e r d rove t h e c a t t l e back t o Wi lson.

When L u t h e r reached m a t u r i t y, h e became t h e business genius o f t h e f a m i l y a n d , u n t i r i n g i n
energy and s p i r i t , s t a r t e d most of t h e p u b l i c improvements in town.

I n 1827, h e s t a r t e d t h e hamle t o f Wilson b y l a y i n g o u t a s i n g l e t i e r o f l o t s a l o n g t h e
n o r t h s ide o f Young S t r e e t f r o m Lake S t r e e t t o t h e C r e e k .

I n 1829, a t a v e r n was added t o h i s f a t h e r ' s s t o r e and p o s t o f fi c e a t t h e wes t end o f Young
S t r e e t which was o f t e n v i s i t e d b y t h e e a r l y s e t t l e r s and sold iers f rom o l d F o r t Niagara.

In 1834, Lu ther and h i s f a t h e r b u i l t the cobblestone "Ontario House” on the southwest corner
of Young and Lake S t r e e t s , and up to 1894,(When it was destroyed by fi r e ) it was considered
one o f Wilson's o ldes t and b e s t known h o s t e l r y s . .

On Dec. 28, 1835, Luther was e lec ted one of the t rus tees of the l s t Methodist-Episcopal
Society in the town of Wilson at a meeting h e l d to incorporate i t . In 1838, a new frame church
was b u i l t at t h e corner of Lake and High s t r e e t s on l a n d acquired f r o m Andrew Brown.

Up to 1837, Luther helped h i s f a t h e r as a merchant and m i l l e r , and in t h a t same year enlarged
t h e g r i s t m i l l by adding steam power and two more r u n of s tones.

In 1844-45, Lu ther b u i l t an a t t r ac t i ve cobblestone home on the s i t e of t h e l s t l o g schoo l ‑
house b u i l t i n the v i l l a g e in 1820. The beau t i fu l o l d h i s t o r i c home is known today as the
"Wilson House R e s t a u r a n t . " I t was a l s o dur ing t h i s yea r t h a t Lu ther was elected t o a term
in t h e s t a t e assembly.

1846 was a b i g year in t h e l i f e of L u t h e r Wilson. He establ ished t h e h a r b o r and obtained
permission f r o m t h e S e c r e t a r y of War to b u i l d two 200 f o o t p i e r s i n t o t h e l a k e at t h e mouth
of 12 M i l e Creek. F o r t h e n e x t 20 yea rs , at h i s own expense, he dredged t h e channel by use
of horsepower, and continued to make improvements u n t i l 1867 when t h e Wilson Harbor Company
was incorporated.

O the r improvements included a l a r g e s to re-house where he began buying and sh ipp ing g r a i n
and f r u i t ; a l s o a new shipyard where h e b u i l t t h e s c h o o n e r, Reuben F. Wi l son , which was named
f o r h i s son . That was t h e s t a r t o f a new indus t r y i n Wi l son , and up to 1875 about 20 two ‑
and-three-masted schooners were b u i l t a t t h e h a r b o r by i t i n e r a n t con t rac to rs .

L u t h e r was a l s o in te res ted in educa t i on , and was t h e l a r g e s t con t r i bu to r among res iden ts
to finance const ruc t ion of t h e Wi lson C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e which was incorporated by t h e
Board o f R e g e n t s , Feb. 1 9 , 1846. H e a l s o served o n t h e l s t Board o f Tr u s t e e s which included
Simon She ldon , Morgan Johnson, Andrew B r o w n , Rober t McChesney, and Hiram B. Ta b o r .

L u t h e r was a l s o respon s i b l e f o r hav i ng Congress d e c l a r e Wilson a P o r t o f E n t r y in 1848,
and Abram Vosburgh was named t h e fi r s t c o l l e c t o r .

The v i l l a g e o f Wilson was incorpora ted May 11 , 1858, by an a c t o f t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e ,
and at t h e t ime included 416 a c r e s w i t h i n i t s borders w i t h a populat ion of 715 persons. L u t h e r
was e l e c t e d to se rve as t h e l s t President o f t h e Board o f D i rec to rs .

When t h e R.W.& O . r a i l r o a d came t h r o u g h Wilson i n 1875 , i t was surveyed t h r o u g h t h e c e n t e r
of Wilson's f o r m e r cemetery which was l o c a t e d d i r e c t l y e a s t of t h e p resen t depot-museum.
L u t h e r donated 8 ac res o f l a n d near 12 M i l e Creek f o r a new cemete ry, and when h i s f a t h e r ' s
remains, among o t h e r s , were removed f r o m t h e b u r i a l s i t e , t h e y were p l a c e d in t h e new " G r e e n ‑
wood Cemetery. "

Lu ther was in te res ted in t h e m i l i t a r y , and f o r a number o f years served as Captain o f t h e
Wilson a r t i l l e r y company o f t h e 6 6 t h Regiment, New Yo r k S t a t e M i l i t i a .

Lu the r was associated w i t h t h e w o r k of t h e Methodist-Episcopal church in Wi lson , b u t a l s o
gave l a n d on which t h e l s t f r a m e Presbyter ian Church; t h e I s t B a p t i s t Church; and t h e Nor th
Ridge Methodist-Episcopal churches were b u i l t .

L u t h e r Wilson was sa id to be l o v e d and respec ted by a l l , and he d i e d in Wi lson in 1890.
at t h e age of 9Z . He was in te r red in t h e cemetery t n a t he startedc--Greenwood.* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: I f y o u t h i n k e d u c a t i o n i s e x p e n s i v e , t r y i g n o r a n c e .

* * * * &. ek ke & * :
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THE PATTERSON ROOM:

V i s i t o r s at t h e museum sometimes a s k why t h e meeting room is c a l l e d t h e P a t t e r s o n Room.
It is an easy quest ion to answer.

Richard P a t t e r s o n was a f a m i l i a r fi g u r e around t h e depot where h e served a s S ta t i on Agent
f o r a t o t a l o f 3 3 y e a r s .

H e and h i s f a m i l y l i v e d a t 400 Lake S t r e e t , t h e p r e s e n t s i t e o f D r . S ingh 's Medical
Associates O f fi c e , which was in easy walk ing distance of ExleyMethodist Church where P a t t e r ‑
son t a u g h t t h e a d u l t B i b l e C l a s s f o r many years .

He was b o r n in Lachu te , Quebec, Canada, b u t h i s f o r m a l schoo l ing was shor t l i v e d . At the
age of t e n , he was t a k e n o u t o f s c h o o l by h i s f a t h e r and p u t to work in a grocery s t o r e .
Young P a t t e r s o n was e x t r e m e l y a l e r t , however, and managed t o educate himsel f i n h i s spare t ime.

He became a pioneer t e l e g r a p h e r f o r t h e Canadian-Pacific Ra i l road , and s t a r t e d up a new
s t a t i o n , ( w i t h o u t any name) i n t h e Canadian wilderness. While t h e r e , the Indians taught him
how to hun t and fi s h , and a l s o suppl ied him w i t h f u r s f o r b l anke t s .

The s t o r y was t o l d how he c o u r t e d h i s f u t u r e w i fe , who worked as a te legrapher on t h e same
l i n e , b y sending messages back and f o r t h b y t e l e g r a p h k e y . They were l a t e r mar r ied , and i n
t h e e a r l y 1900's moved to Wilson where they made t h e i r home.

M r . P a t t e r s o n r e t i r e d i n 1934 and passed away i n 1946.* * * * * * * * * *
ANNUAL DINNER WAS SUCCESS:

Echoing t h e theme of an e a r l i e r program, " S i g h t s and Sounds of Sp r i ng " , t h e a n n u a l d inner
repo r ted l y p leased t h e 51 members who attended and enjoyed t h e menu o f o l d fashioned Chicken
and g r a v y ove r home-made n o o d l e s .

Barbara Mosher and a committee c o n s i s t i n g o f Norma Ward, Emily McAvoy, J a n e t S p o r l e d e r,
Dorothy Linnabery, Mary Gamble, and Mary McCoy, prepared and served t h e de l i c i ous dinner
which was topped o f f w i t h s t r a w b e r r y s h o r t c a k e .

Some o f t h e o t h e r meals t h a t " t i c k l e d t h e f a n c y " o f h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty members were t h e
“Harves t Time" d inner ; Road-Builder's Bucket Mea l ; P o l i t i c a l R a l l y P i g R o a s t ; Hobo Stew Meal ;
P a r l o r Game Basket Supper; and I c e Cream Soda-Fountain S o c i a l .* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Hen ry F. Donner of Cleveland H e i g h t s , O h i o , v i s i t e d Wilson r e c e n t l y , and donated a number
o f i n t e r e s t i n g items t o t h e museum. Included were a Marine S e x t a n t ; Snake B i t e o u t fi t , "Snakes
and Treatment of Snake B i t e s " , which he used on a t r i p f rom South Afr ica to Egypt in 1933;
a l s o on a t r i p f r om Algiers to South Afr ica in 1948. A l so "How to make good pictures" by
Eastman Kodak; the Kodak Amateur P r i n t e r ; Kodak Film Pack Tank; Dark Room S a f e t y L i g h t ; Velox
Co lo r O u t fi t ; and No. 1AAutomatic J r. , ( 1 9 2 6 ) . "“Pro-Caculo"--offspring of o l d "Abacus"; Log
Duplex S l ide R u l e , and 3 Ins t ruc t ion Books. A l s o , Geologic A t l a s o f U . S . ; Niagara F o l i o , 1913;
and New Cen tu ry A t l a s o f Niagara Coun ty, 1908.

L loyd Duxbury: Stone Sink (ca.1850), which o r i g i n a l l y came f rom the Luther Wilson House.
The 4'x32"x9" s ink was l a t e r used by L l o y d ' s mo the r, L o t t i e Evans Duxbury. A l s o , a Carpet
Stretcher and Nai ler in e x c e l l e n t condit ion:

Helen Kepner: E a r l y 1900's E lec t r i c L i gh t Bulb; a l s o a Lamp Trimmer, o r C u t t e r .
Francis Danielewicz: Zerox copy of Incorporation Papers f o r South Wilson Volunteer F i re

Company--1953.
Norman P e t t i t , O l c o t t : P o s t Cards showing Plumb's B r i d g e , Tuscarora R i v e r , and Sunset Beach.
Melv in D r a k e , A p p l e t o n : Photograph of F i t t r o Shop i n t e r i o r in t h e e a r l y 1800's . ,
Rachel F l a g l e r , L o c k p o r t : P lush Carr iage Robe in good condi t ion.
Les Read, Sanborn: Photograph o f Wilson I . 0 . 0 . F. members w i t h i d e n t i fi c a t i o n s .
Leo V o l k , Newfane: Copy of Wilson " S t a r " , August 29 , 1916 e d i t i o n .
Kenneth Schuman, L o c k p o r t : "Raco" Hand-Boring Rai l road Track D r i l l .
N e t t i e Stimson: 1988 photograph o f the s igners o f t h e Cons t i tu t ion .
Beatr ice Mensch (Stevens), L o c k p o r t : Two b o o k s , " L i f e on the Ridge"and "Saga of the Ridge",

by J. Howard P r a t t ; “ L o c k p o r t Today-1935"; "The Elms" (1913-14); "Schoharie Va l l e y L o r e " ,
and L o c k p o r t C i t y D i r e c t o r y, 1938.

A l f r e d S t e v e n s , L o c k p o r t : L a r g e Wooden Smoothing P l a n e and heavy Brass C o w b e l l , donated
i n "Loving Memory o f Emerson J . S t e v e n s " , Randal l R d . , Wi l son , f a t h e r o f A l f r e d S t e v e n s .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM TOUR:

About 20 summer res idents f r o m Niagara Woodland Campground, New R d . , W i l s o n . , v i s i t e d t h e
Museum on J u l y 6 t h , and were g iven a t o u r of t h e premises by Lo is and B u r t Jennings and
M i l l i e and Don Croop . ‘They l a t e r enjoyed’a b a g luncheon outs ide t h e depot . M r s . Rose Se ide r,
owner of Niagara Woodland, accompanied t h e group who a l l appeared r e a l in terested in t h e
museum e x h i b i t s . * * * * * * * * * *
THE FITTRO SHOP:

One of t h e undeveloped b u i l d i n g s on t h e museum grounds is t h e F i t t r o Shop, so named f o r
N. B. F i t t r o who, in 1899, adver t ised h i s business in t h e Wilson " S t a r " as f o l l o w s :

"Blacksmith and Horseshoer--Carr iage and Wagon work--Repair ing of a l l k i nds - -a Spec ia l ty
Shop opposi te t h e R.R. D e p o t . "

Ron Zauner is chairman of t h e F i t t r o Shop, and p l a n s a r e being discussed to see if it
would be f e a s i b l e to p u t down a cement fl o o r . Once t h e fl o o r is done, t h e museum committee
w i l l be a b l e to decide how the b u i l d i n g should be used. It has been suggested t h a t it might
be r e s t o r e d as a b lacksmi th shop and d i s p l a y area f o r f a r m equipment.* * * * * * * * * *
NOTICE TO "SUN BIRDS" >

When you l e a v e f o r o r u r n f r o m F l o r i d a and o t h e r areas , please n o t i f y our t reasurer,
M i l l i e Croop, t o keep your n e w s l e t t e r coming. ‘The Pos to ffice does n o t forward 3 rd Class mai l .

* * * * * * * * * *
REFRESHMENT HOSTESSES f o r S e p t . 1 9 t h meeting: M i l l i e Croop and Judy King.



+ 3 . ( S e p t . )
A HORSE, OF COURSE:

Most members o f o u r s o c i e t y p r o b a b l y know t h a t t h e l s t h i s t o r i c m a r k e r e r e c t e d i n town
was t h e " B i l l y Sherman" m a r k e r on Wilson-Burt Rd . one q u a r t e r m i l e e a s t of t h e v i l l a g e l i n e .

The s t o r y o f t h e o l d confedera te war horse was researched by t h e l a t e Doro thy T h i l k , town
h i s t o r i a n , and ded ica t ion exerc ises were h e l d a t t h e g r a v e s i t e o n S e p t . 1 , 1973. At tend ing
were Rep. Henry P. Smith I I I , 39 th D i s t . , P a u l H e w i t t , Chrm. , N iag . Co. Board o f Superv iso rs ,
Whitney Barnum, town s u p e r v i s o r, H a r o l d M o s h e r, v i l l a g e mayor, and D r . John A r g u e , P r e s . o f
t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. ;

Jack ie Lynn ( L u f f ) B r y e r , a teacher at Thomas Marks School and g r e a t - g r e a t grandaughter
o f S g t . Lorenzo P r a t t , who owned B i l l y , was a l s o p r e s e n t and unvei led t h e m a r k e r .

Now some dubious person m i g h t a s k , "Why a marker f o r a h o r s e . ? " I t would seem s u f fi c e t o
say t h a t o l d B i l l y was named a f t e r G e n e r a l W i l l i a m Sherman, and was bu r i ed w i t h m i l i t a r y
honors by members of t h e Wilson G . A . R . P o s t who had f o u g h t beside t h e horse in b a t t l e . I r i s
t h a t were p l a n t e d on h i s grave cont inue to bloom to t h e present day which made i t poss ib le
f o r M r s . T h i l k t o l o c a t e t h e a c t u a l g r a v e s i t e .

Ron and Judy Zauner now own t h e f a r m o n which t h e h i s t o r i c grave was dug, and t h e i r f a m i l y
have k e p t t he s i t e i n good cond i t i on eve r s i nce acqu i r i ng i t . F r a n k Massing, Judy ' s u n c l e ,
has t a k e n ove r t h e j o b of mowing and c a r i n g f o r o l d B i l l y ' s g r a v e , and t h e s o c i e t y appreciates
h i s i n t e r e s t .

A f t e r a l l , where e l s e in New Yo r k S t a t e can you fi n d a graves i te dedicated to t h e memory
of a confederate war horse? * * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS?

B e s t wishes and a b r i g h t f u t u r e t o these h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y members who graduated f r o m
Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , C l a s s o f ' 8 8 : Chr is topher Demmin, son of John and Jane Demmin; Kim‑
b e r l e y H u n t e r , daughter of Howard and Leona H u n t e r ; Keven Reppentine, son of Dick and Emma
L o u Reppentine; and Robert Z a u n e r , son of Ron and Judy Zauner.

Melanie Barnum, daughter o f Whi t and L o i s B a r n u m , was one s i x "Students of t h e Quar ter ”
honored at t h e end of t h e schoo l y e a r . M e l a n i e , who was President of t h e Sophomore C l a s s ,
is a l s o a member of t h e Nat ional Honor S o c i e t y.

Congratulat ions to W i r t and D o r a Wakeman who celebrated t h e i r 60 th wedding ann iversary
at t h e South Wilson F i r e H a l l on J u l y 23rd .

Congratulations are a l s o in order f o r M i l bu rn and Marion Campbell who celebrated t h e i r
Golden Wedding anniversary at the Wilson Museum on August 13, 1988.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS: .

Please welcome these new members who jo ined the soc ie t y dur ing J u l y and Augus t : S h i r l e y
Ann Lewis , Yaupon Beach, NC; Mark E v a n s , Neptune Beach, F L ; Robert Up ton , Media, PA;
Cynthia V i n c e l e t t e , N o r f o l k , VA; Ruby A l b r i g h t , W i c h i t a , TX; Fred Oldeburg , C l i f t o n , NJ ;
Don and Ruth B e u t e l , Newfane, NY; Harold and E l l e n Wiepert , Ransomvi l le , NY; Nancy Tussing,
Ransomv i l le , NY; and David and Martha G l a s e r , Wilson.

A l s o , jun io r members, Jared W i l l i a m s , Ransomville; Matthew and Michael Evans , Wi lson;
and Jason , Andrew, Jonathon, Chr i s topher, and To r i n Cone , a l l f r o m Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *
THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

John Gould W e b s t e r , p i onee r, s e t t l e d o n t h e Danie ls R d . . W i l s o n , i n t h e e a r l y 1800's. I n
1862 h i s s o n , John Francis W e b s t e r , e n l i s t e d i n B a t t e r y M , l s t N . Y. L i g h t A r t i l l e r y , and
served a t h r e e y e a r t o u r o f d u t y . He was d ischarged at A t l a n t a in 1864, and re turned to Wilson
where , in 1858, he had prev ious ly jo ined Ontar io Lodge 376, F&AM. He d ied in 1905 and was
i n t e r r e d in t h e N o r t h Ridge Cemete ry.

John F. We b s t e r, grandson o f t h e C i v i l War v e t e r a n , jo ined t h e Wilson H i s . Soc . r e c e n t l y ,
and i s cons ide r i ng dona t ing some o f h i s g r a n d f a t h e r ' s C i v i l War a r t i f a c t s t o t h e museum a s
a Memorial so t h a t t h e y may become a p a r t of t h e a r e a ' s l o c a l h i s t o r y .

B a t t e r y M f o u g h t in o v e r 60 Campaigns and saw ac t i on in some of t h e w a r ' s g rea tes t b a t t l e s
i n c l u d i n g An t ie tam, C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e , G e t t y s b u r g , S iege o f A t l a n t a , and Sherman's March t o
t h e Sea. * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

C l i f f o r d U p t o n , 69 , son of G e o r g e and Mazey U p t o n , passed away unexpectedly on J u l y 8,1988.
H e was a f o r m e r p l a n t manager f o r B i c k f o r d P a p e r B o x C o r p . , and a deacon a t l s t B a p t i s t Church
in Wilson where he sang in t h e c h o i r f o r o v e r 50 y e a r s . He was a l s o a member of Masonic Lodge
No. 7 3 , F&AM o f L o c k p o r t ; t h e Wilson Vo l u n t e e r F i r e C o . , and Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , L u c i l l e Swick U p t o n , and 5 s o n s , Tom (Karen) of N o r f o l k , VA ;
Te r r y ( G a i l ) o f B a r k e r ; Dennis (Kathy) o f K e n m o r e ; Rober t o f Media, PA ; and Roger (Jody) o f
R o c h e s t e r ; one daugh te r, Cynthia (Richard) V i n c e l e t t e of N o r f o l k , VA ; and 5 grandchi ldren.
A l s o , 4 b r o t h e r s and a s i s t e r , E lw in and Maur ice o f W i l s o n ; Lau rence o f R o c h e s t e r ; M e l v i n o f
N e w f a n e , and E l i zabe th (Borget) o f Wr ights C o r n e r s .* * * * * * * * * *

Sherman A l l g e i e r , 68 , a member o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . s ince 1983, d ied a t Nap les , F L ,
Aug . 2nd, 1988. He i s surv ived by h i s w i f e , M a r y E l i zabe th S t o n e (A l l ge i e r ) o f Nap les , F L ;
a daugh te r, Ch r i s t i ne A l l g e i e r o f Wa v e r l e y, N Y; a s o n , John o f C h a r l o t t e , NC; 2 s i s t e r s ,
Ru th Ta k e l of N. Tonawanda, and Doro thy A. L o r t of Wi lson. A l s o a grandaughter, Alanna
A l l g e i e r o f NC.

Sherman grew _up in Wilson and grdduated f r o m Wi lson H igh school in 1938. He worked f o r
Hamilton & C l a r k f o r a w h i l e , and l a t e r became an under taker a t Wa v e r l e y, NY where he was
r e c e n t l y i n t e r r e d .

*. * e 6 * * * * *

SEPTEMBER MEETINGS: S e p t . 8 t h , Planning Board,’ 7:30 pm at Whit B a r n u m ' s ; S e p t . 1 4 t h , Board
o f D i r e c t o r s , 7 :30 p m a t Whit B a r n u m ' s ; and S e p t . 1 9 t h , R e g u l a r Mon th l y Meet ing, 7 :30 p m
at t h e Wileaeonn M i c o i m .



As (Sept. )
NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

J . G l e n n P a t t e r s o n , son o f B e r t r a m L . P a t t e r s o n and M a r g a r e t E l l i s Patterson, was born i n
Brandon , Man i t oba , Canada. H e at tended t h e Brandon C e n t r a l School and C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e ,
and received h i s B . S . in e l e c t r i c a l engineering at Queens U n i v e r s i t y, Kingston, Canada.

H e and h i s w i f e , B a r b a r a , have one d a u g h t e r, J u d i t h , and they a t t e n d t h e United Church o f
Canada. He was a l s o a member of t h e O f fi c e r s Tr a i n i n g C o r p s , and t h e Associat ion of P r o f e s ‑
s i o n a l Engineers of Ontar ion . G l e n n is t h e grandson of Richard M. Patterson, former w e l l ‑
known s t a t i o n agent at W i l s o n , and f o r t h e p a s t 35 years has been associated w i t h t h e Hydro
Power U t i l i t y o f O n t a r i o , Canada.* * * * * * * * * *

Jud i th G a l e Sweeney, t h e youngest daughter of Ashley and Ruth G a l e , was b o r n at Lockport,
Feb. 8 t h , 1929. She graduated f r o m Wilson H igh schoo l in 1947, and Lake E r i e C o l l e g e in 1951.
In 1955 she received a M a s t e r ' s Degree in s o c i a l work f r o m t h e Un i ve rs i t y of Pennsylvania, and
i s c u r r e n t l y A s s t . Executive D i r e c t o r o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B u r e a u , L o s Ange les , C a l i f o r n i a .

J u d i t h marr ied M. P a t r i c k Sweeney, a chemical eng ineer, and they have one s o n , Donald Ashley
who was b o r n Augus t 1 1 , 1964. * * * * * * * * * *

M a r j o r i e Crossman H u r l b u r t , daugh te r o f S t a n l e y and Win i f r ed Teague C r o s s m a n , was r e c e n t l y
g i ven a L i f e Membership in t h e s o c i e t y by h e r d a u g h t e r, Mary L o u Young of Rye, NY.

M r s . H u r l b u r t , a f o r m e r music i n s t r u c t o r a t Wi lson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , received h e r education
a t Fredonia S t a t e , t h e Eastman Schoo l o f Mus ic , U n i v e r s i t y o f B u f f a l o , and A l b r i g h t A r t schoo l .

She h a s 3 c h i l d r e n b y h e r mar r iage t o R u s s e l H u r l b u r t , f o r m e r owner o f t h e H u r l b u r t P r e ‑
s e r v i n g Co. i n W i l s o n , Mary L o u (Young); C a r o l Teague H u r l b u r t ; and Hannah Jane H u r l b u r t .
M a r j o r i e res ides i n B r o n x v i l l e , N Y, where she a t t e n d s t h e Episcopal c h u r c h , and i s P r e s . o f
t h e B r o n x v i l l e Womens' C l u b . She i s a l s o a c h a r t e r member o f Be ta Lambda Chapter o f P i S t a t e ,
and in 1971 was se lec ted f o r "Outs tanding Educators of America."* * * * * * * * * *
RENOVATION REPORT:

Dur ing t h e p a s t 6 months, f r o m Feb. l s t to J u l y l s t , t h e f o l l o w i n g expenditures were made,
however, money spent f o r g e n e r a l maintenance,(such as s i d i n g t h e caboose) is n o t inc luded.

Town Highway D e p t . , $1056.51; V i l l a g e Water D i s t . , $452.52; F r o n t i e r S t o n e , $206.20;
Ta y l o r Lumber, $214.30; Roger Win ters , $304.65; S e a r s Roebuck, $145.40; Quermback E l e c t r i c ,
$27.82; Calkins Lumber, $160.85; Hor ton Hardware, $80.54; Carpet C o l l e c t i o n , $204.00;
Lock C i t y Supp ly, $255.00; Creat ive Signs, $526.00; Water & E lec t r i c l i n e s to s ign , $86.32;
M i s c . , $150.48; TOTAL, $4,128.67. (Labor was volunteered.)* * * * * x * * *
BOARD APPOINTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: °

Under A r t i c l e I V , Sec 7 of the Const i tu t ion and By- laws, the Board of Di rec tors have made
t h e f o l l o w i n g appointments: L o i s Jennings, c u r a t o r ; Wa l l a c e Goodman, Nominating Comm; Whit
Barnum, Planning Board; Lois Jennings, depot ; E leanor Myers , Barnum Bu i ld ing ; Jim P i s e l l o ,
D r . Argue Bu i l d ing ; Ron Zauner, F i t t r o Shop; B u r t Jennings, Caboose; & Elwin Upton, Grounds.

Chairmen of standing committees approved are : * Lo is Jennings, acqu is i t ions ; Don Croop,
by- laws; Celeste C r a w f o r d , genealogy; Janet Spor leder, h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s ; Maryanne Sharpe,
housekeeping; Celeste C r a w f o r d , l i b r a r y ; C h r i s K e l m a n , membership; M i l l i e Croop, memorial;
N e t t i e St imson, Memorial Day f a i r ; C l a r a M a r c k s , museum a t t e n d a n t s ; Edna Robinson, pho to ‑
graphy; Don Croop, p u b l i c a t i o n s ; John M y e r s , p u b l i c i t y ; Emma S c h r a d e r, r e f r e s h m e n t s ;and
Winnie F i s c h e r, Ways & Means. (Program Chairman, pending.)* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION:

The Board of D i rec tors v o t e d to p u t indoor-outdoor carpe t ing in t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g to make
i t more a t t r a c t i v e f o r e x h i b i t s , and t h e a r e a a t t h e southwest c o r n e r o f t h e room i s s e t as ide
f o r a k i t chen and t h e fl o o r was covered w i t h t i l e . The room w i l l a l s o have p l e n t y o f space
f o r t a b l e s and c h a i r s and w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e f o r events l i k e t h e Memorial Day F a i r o r o t h e r
occasions.

B e f o r e w o r k o n t h e fl o o r was s t a r t e d , a l l t a b l e s and c h a i r s were removed t o t h e p a t i o b y
Ted B u l l , Tom Wa lde r, John Bened i c t , Ra lph D inse , Fen ton C o l e , Gary P e t t i t , Leo K l e e s , Shad
Yerdon , and B r i on Woo ls ton .

" O l l i e " C l a r k and John Myers fi l l e d i n t h e c r a c k s and l e v e l e d t h e e n t i r e cement fl o o r , and
B i l l F r i t t o n , Gregory M a n d e v i l l e , Tom Wa l d e r, George Lederhouse, and Don Croop, ground t h e
fl o o r smooth and c l e a n e d u p t h e d u s t y " m e s s " .

The r u g and t i l e were i n s t a l l e d b y C a r l B o d i e , _RDaniels R d . , Wi l son , and E l e a n o r Myers , Chrmn.,
and L o i s Jennings, c u r a t o r , a r e t o b e commended f o r t a k i n g t h e i n i t i a t i v e necessary t o g e t t h e
j o b comple ted t h i s summer. * * * * * * * * * *

N e t t i e Stimson has been appoin ted by t h e Board to have f u l l charge of loan ing o u t t h e
s o c i e t y ' s t a b l e s , c h a i r s , and t e n t , however, a p p r o v a l o f 2 t rus tees must b e had b e f o r e any
items may be removed f r o m t h e premises. By hav ing one pe rson in charge of S ign ing o u t or
s ign ing in equipment, it is f e l t t h a t b e t t e r t r a c k of these items may be k e p t .* * * * * * * * * *

I t was a l s o decided t h a t a minimum donation o f $35 would be accep tab le f o r anyone wish ing
t o use t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g , and L o i s Jennings, E l e a n o rM y e r s , and N e t t i e Stimson were appointed
t o s e t u p " g u i d e l i n e s " f o r use o f t h e museum f a c i l i t i e s . These w i l l b e discussed n e x t meeting.* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ATTENDANTS FOR SEPTEMBER:

C l a r a M a r c k s , Chrm. , has announced t h a t Sunday a f t e r n o o n hostesses f o r September w i l l b e :
S e p t . 4 t h , Norm and Martha M a c A s k i l l ; S e p t . l l t h , George and Mary Frances .M i l t e r ; S e p t . 1 8 t h ,
Gregory and Dena Mandev i l le ; and S e p t . 2 5 t h , E l t o n and June Kropp.* * = x * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: L i v e y o u r l i f e so you d o n ' t have to h i d e y o u r d i a r y.

* * *& |* * * x * *
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THE RISE AND FALL OF A "STAR":
A newspaper serves many purposes in a l o c a l community, b u t f o r t u n a t e indeed is t h e c i t y or

v i l l a g e w i t h a paper geared t o t h e a c t i v i t i e s and needs o f t h a t l o c a l community. One such
paper was t h e Wilson " S t a r " , and, because o f i t , much o f Wilson's e a r l y h i s t o r y was p r e s e r v e d .

I t was s t a r t e d i n 1878 b y Tower and B e t t s who, t h a t same y e a r , s o l d i t t o Char les E . Honey‑
w e l l , a n a t i v e of Toron to . M r . Honeywell was educated in t h a t c i t y and learned t h e p r i n t i n g
t rade at the Toronto Leader and Telegram.

When he acquired t h e " S t a r " , he immediate ly began to p u b l i s h i t as a p o l i t i c a l l y i n d e p e n ‑
dent newspaper. It was p r i n t e d on t h e 2nd fl o o r of t h e Masonic B u i l d i n g , and a l l type was
se t by hand- -a ted ious and t i m e consuming j o b . A f t e r each e d i t i o n t h e type had to be sor ted
out and p u t back i n t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e compartments, l e t t e r by l e t t e r .

Dora Hatcn (Honeywell), at age 22, became an a p p r e n t i c e at t h e " S t a r " , and l i v e d w i t h h e r
parents o n Lake S t r e e t - - t h e present home o f M i l b u r n and Marion Campbell . Her wo rk became
e a s i e r when a l i n o t y p e machine was purchased which pe rm i t t ed h e r to se t type from a keyboard
s i m i l a r t o a t y p e w r i t e r . She became a n exper ienced opera to r, and i t was d u r i n g h e r 4 5 years
w i th the paper t h a t much of Wilson's h i s t o r y was recorded.

Charles Honeywell d ied i n 1932 and h i s w i f e , Dora, took over pub l i ca t i on o f the "S ta r " .
In 1936 she was f a t a l l y i n j u r e d in an auto accident , and the business was w i l l e d to he r nephew,
Mi lburn "Chuck" Campbell. He publ ished t h e paper Zor 7 more years du r i ng which t ime Harold
A l b r i g h t became h i s business assoc ia te .

One t ime the dec is ion was made to purchase a new p r e s s , and upon d e l i v e r y i t was found to be
too wide f o r the door. I t was l e f t o n t h e 2nd fl o o r o f t h e Masonic B u i l d i n g b l o c k i n g bo th t h e
s ta i rway and entrance to the p r i n t i n g shop. For tuna te ly f o r "Chuck", the contract spec ified
the w id th of the door so he was able to pursuade t h e company to tea r down the w a l l , move tne
press i n , and r e p a i r the damage.

Another t ime a correspondent repo r ted t h a t Roy Church had d ied , so h i s o b i t u a r y was w r i t t e n
up immedia te ly. L u c k i l y , be fo re g o i n g to p r e s s , "Chuck" happened to l o o k ou t t h e window and
saw Roy peda l i ng h i s b i k e down Young S t r e e t .

Du r i ng t h e G r e a t Depress ion, many S t a t e Banks c losed t h e i r doo rs , and Mi lburn r e c a l l e d t h a t
the Wilson " S t a r " , ( a f t e r bank l iq idat ion) rece ived a check f o r 2 cents f r om t h e Ransomville
Bank. A 3 cent stamp was used to m a i l i t . He a l s o remembered t h a t in 1939, Mrs . J u l i a n Lutz
was r e p o r t e d to be t h e 1 s t woman f r o m Wi lson to serve on j u r y at t h e N i a g a r a County Courthouse.

I n 1943, Mi lbu rn was c a l l e d t o serve i n t h e armed f o r c e s s o h e so ld out h i s i n t e r e s t i n t h e
paper to John Bieda, owner of t h e Wi lson Pharmacy. Up u n t i l then t h e " S t a r " had been pub l ished
f o r 6 5 years w i t h o u t i n t e r r u p t i o n . I t a l s o had been awarded t h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f becoming a
member o f the "One H a l f Cen tu ry C lub " o f t h e American Press Assoc ia t i on .

John Bieda operated t h e paper u n t i l November, 1943, then so ld it to Fred McLennon, a c t i n g
manager o f the B u f f a l o Cour ie r Express . M r. McLennon d i e d a few months l a t e r and p u b l i c a t i o n
was suspended. M r . Bieda f e l t t h a t l o s s of t h e paper would be a b low to t h e community, so he
so ld the d rugs to re and purchased back t h e newspaper equipment. Pub l i ca t i on was resumed u n t i l
A p r i l , 1945, when he too was ca l l ed to serve h i s coun t ry. He r e t a i n e d ownership of t h e pape r,
however, and Robert Wark was h i s Managing E d i t o r .

On May h , 1950, the paper l i s t e d John V. Holmes as E d i t o r and Pub l i she r, and t h e i ssue on
t h a t date was t h e fi r s t publ ished by means of t h e new o f f - s e t p r i n t i n g process . In 1951, kd
Henry bought t h e paper f rom Holmes, and he was l a t e r j o i n e d by Jack Nicholson and Char les
Pomeroy, who pub l i shed the paper under t h e name, " F r o n t i e r S t a r " . M r. Henry l a t e r s o l d out
h i s i n t e r e s t t o Samuel Noyes.

The l a s t i s s u e of t h e Wilson-oriented " F r o n t i e r S t a r " was pub l i shed A p r i l 3, 1958, e n d i n g
approx imate ly 80 years of n e a r l y cont inuous o p e r a t i o n . To d a y, M r . Pomeroy continues to operate
the p r i n t i n g p l a n t unde r t h e name, " S t a r P r i n t i n g " o f Newfane, NY.

A l l i s sues o f t h e fo rmer " S t a r " a r e now ava i l ab le o n m i c r o - fi l m a t t h e Wilson Free Pub l ic
L i b r a r y , and a l l o f t h e bound e d i t i o n s have been t u r n e d over t o t h e Wilson Museum.

He o¢ © & 4 H H H H

FALL APPLE FEST-1978:
S t . John's Episcopal Church w i l l h o l d t h e i r annual F a l l Apple F e s t at t h e church on Sunday,

October 25th, from 11:30 to 5:00 PM. A ham d i n n e r w i t h app le desser ts w i l l be served, a l s o
chowder a n j a v a r i e t y of baked goods.

G i f t s , candy, apple products , and c r a f t d i s p l a y s in sta ined g l a s s and t inware w i l l a l so be
a v a i l a b l e ,

ee & ke He KR KR KH
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CULMINATION OF A DREAM: . :

The l a t e D r . John F. Argue, 1 s t Pres. o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, had a dream. His
dream envisioned t h e e rec t i on o f a l a r g e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g o n t h e museum grounds which
could adequately house about 2 dozen ant ique automobiles.

The b u i l d i n g , which h e helped p l a n , w i l l b e dedicated o n October 11 t h w i t h e leven o f t h e
cars and t r u c k s t h a t he donated d isp layed in i t . A brass plaque on the ou t s i de o f t h e structure
w i l l i d e n t i f y i t a s the "Dr. John F. Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g " , and another plaque o n a n i n s i d e
w a l l w i l l bear the names o f a l l taose who had a p a r t i n b u i l d i n g i t .

The idea f o r a new b u i l d i n g was discussed as e a r l y as 198 a f t e r the s o c i e t y managed to a c ‑
cumulate $10,000 in i t s b u i l d i n g fund . When t h e town agreed to match t h a t amount once con‑
s t r u c t i o nwas star ted , p l a n s f o r t h e b u i l d i n g were formulated.

I t soon became apparent t h a t a d d i t i o n a l funds would b e requi red t o e r e c t the s i z e b u i l d i n g
proposed, and in A p r i l , 1986, t h e d i r e c t o r s voted to a p p l y f o r a one- t ime g r a n t through the
o f fi c e s o f Rep. Joseph P i l l i t t e r e o f t h e 138th Assembly D i s t r i c t .

The app l i ca t i on , which was p repa red by M i l l i e Croop, t r eas . , was l a t e r approved by the N.Y.S.
Office of Parks, Recreation, and H i s t o r i c Preservat ion, and at t h e March, 1987, mee t ing of t h e
s o c i e t y, M r. P i l l i t t e r e presen ted a check f o r $15,000 t o Whitney Barnum, Pres ident .

The $35,000 a l l o t t e d to t h e b u i l d i n g programcovered t h e cost o f a l l cons t ruc t ion mate r ia l s ,
b u t t he b u i l d i n g could no t have been e rec ted w i thou t t h e en thus ias t i c support o f more than 60
v o l u n t e e r members and f r i e n d s who cont r ibu ted t h e i r t ime, l a b o r , equipment, and o the r serv ices
to complete t h e p r o j e c t .

Although t h e culmination of one man's dream w i l l be observed at the d e d i c a t i o n ceremony to
be held Sunday, October 11 th , a t 2:00 PM, we must a l s o recogn ize the l e a d e r s h i p , superv is ion ,
and support received f rom: Whitney Barnum, Pres . , Leo Klees, E d H a s t i n g s , A r t Schnoor,
" O l l i e " C la rk , John Myers, B u r t Jenn ings, George L i n n a b e r y, "Chuck" Messersmith, Donald
Burrows, and Harold Mosher, town o f Wi lson S u p e r v i s o r .

* # & 8 H HF H H HH
NEW MEMBERSHIP ROLL (1987-88):

A new membership r o l l w i l l be in t h e m a i l soon. I t is d i v i ded i n t o 3 categor ies, Niagara
County residents; Members l i v i n g outs ide Niagara County; and Jun io r Members under 18 yrse

The r o l l is d i v ided to make it e a s i e r f o r Memorial Day Chairpersons to contact l o c a l members
f o r h e l p . Please save y o u r cop ies as i t i s n o t p lanned to p u b l i s h another r o l l t h i s y e a r .

Wefound t h a t two fam i l i es were inadve r ten t l y l e f t o f f t h e r o l l . Please add the names o f
Roger and Marge Goodman (751-9458) and Howard and Leona Hunter and daughters Kalene and
Kimberly (751-6686).

eH He HH H H HR H H H
IN MEMORIAM:

The soc ie t y extends i t s hea r t f e l t sympathy to the fam i l y o f M e r r i t t Cake, 68, who died a t
Intercommunity Hosp i ta l , Newfane, on S e p t . 8, 1987, a f t e r a short i l l n e s s . He is survived by
h i s w i fe , Frances,of Wilson; and a son, Kel ton (Patr ic ia) Cake of Gaspor t .

M e r r i t t was a career so ld ie r and r e t i r e d from the U.S. Army i n 1983 w i t h the r a n k o f Master
Sergeant a f t e r 30 y r s . He was a member of t he American Leg ion and Veterans of Fo re ign Wars.
Interment was i n Greenwood, Wilson, w i t h Rev.. David Palmer o f fi c i a t i n g .

H # © H H RH % H H
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Gerald Rodney, Belvidere, I l l i n o i s , & Charles Messersmith have donated an E n g l i s h Creaner
and Sugar Bowl passed down in t h e Rodney f a m i l y f rom the e a r l y 1700's; Also documents i n c l u d i n g
Deed from Wood to McCauley (1861); Deed from McCauley to Rodney (1862); and Orders f o r e l ec t i on
of Isaac Witbeck to Sg t . ,6 th Regiment, 37th B r i g a d e , 8th D i v . I n f a n t r y , NYS M i l i t i a (1835).

N e t t i e Stimson: Adding Machine used by Clarence Blake in 192; at Grambos I c e Cream Company
in Ransomville; also Hanger f rom Valschow & Smith C l o t h i e r s , Wilson, and l i s t e d misc . books.

D r . Argue Es ta te : Complete Encyclopedia of Motorcars-1885 to p r e s e n t .
Eleanor H a r r i n g t o n : Fairbanks Scale and 1931 Posta l Sca le from former Wilson P o s t o f fi c e .
Mat Karsten: Class '87 T - S h i r t w i t h names of Wilson granduates p r i n t e d on back.
B i l l Ba r t z : Rai l road Ti e Shaper and Wooden Rake.
Donald W i l t s e : 12 Volumes Popular Mechanics, "Do i t Yo u r s e l f Encyc loped ia" (1955)
Bessie Cole: "The Homes of o u r Favor i te Poets" .
E lo i se Cu lve rwe l l : Four Pieced S i l k S k i r t s (1901-05)
Frank H. Fenn, Ransomvil le: Bob Sleds and Hay K n i f e .

* + €+ + &€ &€ 4% & H
Someone l e f t a 1933 Qu i l t at t h e entranceway to t h e museum a few weeks ago, and t h e acqu i ‑

s i t i o n s comm. would l i k e t o know who t h e donor i s . I f y o u can s o l v e t h e p u z z l e , p lease c a l l
L o i s Jennings, 751-9783.

* 8% + % 4+ HH 4+ % 4H
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JENNIE:

Jennie B iga low is s t a r t i n g h e r second 100 yea rs on September 28th, and a l l members of t h e
Wilson Soc ie ty j o i n i n w ish ing t h e i r 101 y r . o l d Honorary Member a v e r y happy b i r t h d a y. Jennie
was born in Wilson in 1886 before t h e “horseless c a r r i a g e " was inven ted and, at t he t ime,
Grover Cleveland was President of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s .

I n 1906 she mar r ied Fred B iga low who l a t e r became Niagara County S h e r i f f , and d u r i n g t h a t
t ime she served a s a matron a t the j a i l i n L o c k p o r t . She i s a l s o a l i f e member o f t h e Order
of t h e Eastern S t a r , and Womens' Society. f o r Christian Serv ice at Ex ley Methodist Church.

You may send a g r e e t i n g to Jennie addressed to t h e F a i r c h i l d Manor Nurs ing Home, 765 F a i r ‑
c h i l d Place, Lewiston, NY 1092.

* + 4+ # % 8% 4 4% FH
NEW MEMBERS:

Wewelcome the f o l l o w i n g new members who j o i n e d d u r i n g t h e p a s t month: Margare t Hough t l i ng
of Moore Haven, F lo r ida ; and Leo and Donna (Houghtling) Lewandowski of Lockpor t , NY.

* & 4 & 4 HH & HH H F
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MODEL DEPICTS EARLY FORT: . :
In t h e e a r l y days of o u r n a t i o n ' s h i s t o r y , most of t h e waterways l e a d i n g i n t o "New France"

were cont ro l led b y a number o f s t r a t e g i c a l l y p laced f o r t s , and one o f t h e b e s t known was o l d
F o r t N iagara . Not as w e l l known was t h e 1759 f o r t b u i l t by t h e B r i t i s h a long t h e Niagara a t
Lewiston on t h e r u i n s of a former French f o r t .

A f t e r extensive research, Harry Haven, a n amateur a r c h e o l o g i s t , b u i l t a 3x5 f o o t diorama
o f t h e former 1759 f o r t complete w i t h corner blockhouses, cannon p o r t s , and r i fl e loop holes
f o r warding o f f I nd ian a t t acks .

Two smal l f r e i g h t wagons c l imb t h e i n c l i n e f rom t h e l a n d i n g w a r f a t r i v e r ' s edge t o demon‑
strate how goods were b r o u g h t to Lewiston and s t a r t e d up t h e portage over Lewiston H i l l .

I ns ide t h e l o g stockade is a warehouse f o r s t o r i n g p e l t s , and a bar racks w i t h two s ta i r cases
lead t o t h e 2nd fl o o r s leep ing quarters f o r 125 s o l d i e r s . A s m a l l cannon may b e seen guard ing
t h e f r o n t of t h e barracks.

A sca le of i i n c h to 12 f e e t was used to const ruct t h e model w h i c h is made of a green
p l a s t e r base o n w i r e mesh o v e r wooden pegs s e t t o contour l i n e s .

The small model d e p i c t s a t ime o n t h e N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r when many h i s t o r i c events were
t a k i n g p l a c e . Among these was t h e D e v i l ' s Ho le Massacre when t h e f o r t ' s g a r r i s o n was sent out
to t r y and h e l p t h e doomed wagon t r a i n .

It was a l s o from t h i s s i t e t h a t American t r o o p s c rossed t h e N i a g a r a R i v e r d u r i n g t h e War
of 1812 in the unsuccessfu l a t tempt to capture Queenston H e i g h t s .

Lemuel Cook, t h e 1 s t s e t t l e r o n t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r, a l s o l i v e d a t t h e f o r t w i t h h i s
f a m i l y u n t i l h e was ab le t o buy l a n d and b u i l d o n t h e h i s t o r i c " M i l e S t r i p " .

Mr. Haven has g i v e n t h e dioramato t h e museum, and it is p lanned to e x h i b i t it soon.
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SOCIETY HAPPENINGS:
Ed Hast ings has l a i d up the cement b l o c k w a l l f o r t h e new storage room, and i t is p lanned

t o p u t a r o o f and door o n b e f o r e w i n t e r s e t s i n .
J im P i s e l l o and h i s antique c a r committee have arranged t h e o l d c a r s n e a t l y in t h e new

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g , and have a l s o come u p w i t h a g r e a t i d e a t o c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o i t .
Dur ing v i s i t i n g hours on Sundays, t h e y ' v e been p l a c i n g one of t h e ant ique cars at the entrance‑
way to the museum--a r e a l eye c a t c h e r.

B u r t Jennings has g i v e n t h e s t e e l lawn sw ing 2 coats of p a i n t , and he and Don burrows p l a n
t o p u t new s i d i n g o n t h e south s i d e o f t h e o l d 1903 r a i l r o a d caboose.

The ins ide w a l l s o f the so -ca l l ed " food b u i l d i n g " , (which fo rmer l y housed t h e s o c i e t y ' s
o ld cars) has been given a new coat of wh i te p a i n t by Don Burrows, Dan K i n g , and Lynn Barnum.

Winnie Fischer, Chrm. Ways & Means, repor ts t h a t $145.65 was taken in a t the soc ie ty ' s
t a b l e a t L i t t l e League Park d u r i n g the Labor Day fl e a m a r k e t . She i s now making p lans f o r
the annual Bake Sale which w i l l be held a t the town h a l l on E lec t ion Day, November 3rd.

Jan Spor leder, Chrm., H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s Comm., has ar ranged f o r the town to rep lace the
C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e marker t h a t was removed when t h e town h a l l was remodeled. The s i g n marks
the s i t e o f the o l d I n s t i t u t e which l a t e r merged w i t h Union Free School D i s t . No. 1 . The o l d
b r i c k h i g h school burned down a f t e r the new Centra l School was b u i l t , and the present town
h a l l was b u i l t on t h e s i t e , There are. about 15 markers in town, and Jan has done a fi n e job
keeping them in r e p a i r and pa in ted .

"Chuck" Messersmith has overhauled the w indmi l l , and p u t three coats of sealer on the
cement r e s e r v o i r t o make i t w a t e r t i g h t . The w i n d m i l l i s operab le and shows how water was
pumped i n e a r l y days f o r l i v e s t o c k and o t h e r purposes . I t i s a n a t t r a c t i v e and h i s t o r i c
e x h i b i t , and represents man's e a r l i e s t at tempt to harness e n e r g y. "Chuck" p lans to g i v e t h e
e n t i r e w i n d m i l l a coat o f p a i n t t h i s f a l l .

A r t Schnoor and "Chuck" Messersmith have mounted t h e "workers ' plaque" at t h e i n s i d e
entrance t o t h e new D r . John F. Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g . Th is plaque bears the names o f a l l
persons who volunteered t h e i r t ime and equipment to b u i l d t h e new b u i l d i n g .
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OCTOBER PROGRAM:

Jon Wi l l i ams w i l l be quest speaker a t t h e O c t . 19th m e e t i n g o f t h e s o c i e t y, and t h e t o p i c
f o r h i s d i scuss ion w i l l b e , "The 30' & 4O's--the Golden Age o f Rad io . "

Chr i s Kelman and L o i s Jennings w i l l be hostesses f o r t h e even ing , and w i l l se rve l i g h t
ref reshments f o l l o w i n g the program.

+ + 4% j%&#} 8 % + FH BH

OCTOBER GREETERS:
Sunday af ternoons, 2-lPM: O c t . l t h , Ron and Judy Zauner; O c t . 11 th , Ralph and Helen Dinse;

Oct . 18th, Fred and Sara B e r r y ; and O c t . 25th, George and Dorothy L innabe ry.
* + + %+ + & & + H

NEW MEMBERS:
We welcome i n t o the s o c i e y, Margare t H o u g h t l i n g o f Moore Haven, F l o r i d a ; and Leo and

Donna (Houghtling) Lewandowski of L o c k p o r t , NY.
* + + &* & # &F HHH

CACHET SALE SUCCESSFUL:
The s o c i e t y r e a l i z e d over $700 f r o m t h e s a l e o f cachets a t t h e Wi lson P o s t o f fi c e o n Sept.

17th , 200th a n n i v e r s a r y o f o u r Na t ion ' s C o n s t i t u t i o n . Norm MacAski l l , I s t V ice -Fres . , w i t h
fi n e c o - o p e r a t i o n f rom Don Ramsde]ll, Postmaster, superv is2d t h e program, and t h e one-o f -a -k ind
cachet was c l e v e r l y des igned by M i s s Diane Moore of Ransomvi l le . Other members who helped
w i t h the a l l day sale were: Mertha MacAski l l , Eleanor Mye rs , Winnie F i sche r, B e t t y Stimson,
B i l l F r i t t o n , and L o i s J e n n i n g s .

* + & HF HFHRFHHFKH
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS w i l l meet at t h e museum on Wednesday, October 1hth, at 7:30 PM.
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BON MOT: A l o t of good could be accomplished in t h i s world if nobody cared wno go t t h e c r e d i t .
k o e 4 H H H H R H K H
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TUGWELL NAME REMEMBERED IN WILSON:
To many persons who s e t t l e d in Wilson d u r i n g t h e pas t 25 or 30 y e a r s , t h e name Tugwe l l

m i g h t mean v e r y l i t t l e , b u t f o r those who l i v e d i n town p r i o r t o t h e 190 ' s , t h e name m i g h t
s t i r up a few memories.

The house at 25 Lake S t r e e t , t h e former Tugwe l l home, is now t h e res idence of t h e Roger
Mawhiney f a m i l y , and the ba rn t h a t stands behind it s t i l l bears t h e name, "Tugwel l P l a c e " ,
I t a l so i s a h i s t o r i c reminder o f a n e a r l i e r day when one o f Wi l son 's former p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,
Charles Tugwe l l , was e s t a b l i s h i n g h i m s e l f i n t h e cann ing and co ld storage business.

P r i o r t o 1890, t h e f a m i l y l i v e d i n S i n c l a i r v i l l e , Chautauqua County, where, acco rd ing t o
D o r i s Hunter Fraser of Jamestown, a couple l i t t l e known i n c i d e n t s in t h e l i f e of Char l i e
Tugwe l l m i g h t bear r e p e a t i n g .

I n 1890, f o r ins tance , h e served a s a t rus tee o n S i n c l a i r v i l l e ' s 1 s t vo lun tee r fi r e d e p a r t ‑
ment which, at the t ime , cons is ted m a i n l y of a "hook and ladder a f f a i r w i t h horse-drawn
v e h i c l e . " I n 1896, h e i n s t a l l e d t h e 1 s t b a t h t u b i n t h e v i l l a g e o f S i n c l a i r v i l l e , and drew
water f o r it th rough a wooden main connected to s p r i n g s about two m i l e s west of t h e v i l l a g e .
One s e c t i o n o f t h a t wood main i s now i n t h e Va l l e y H i s t o r i c a l Museum.

It was around 1900 when Tugwell and h i s f a m i l y moved to Wilson and, on the s i t e of the
present P f e i f f e r Food P l a n t , he establ ished the Fredonia Preserv ing Company.

I t i s poss ib le t h a t h i s i n t e r e s t i n b u i l d i n g a water l i n e a t S i n c l a i r v i l l e ca r r i ed over
to Wilson since i t was through h i s e f f o r t s t h a t a new water l i n e was l a i d along Lake St ree t
to h i s canning company. It prov ided water to homes a long the route as w e l l , and Tugwell was
a l so a c t i v e i n b r i n g i n g e l e c t r i c t y i n t o t h e v i l l a g e .

He was g r e a t l y in terested in community a f f a i r s and served sP r e s i d e n t o f t h e v i l l a g e
board f o r 5 years . He a lso organized the o l d Wilson State Bank in the b u i l d i n g now used by
the Wilson Branch of Marine Midland. In other p u r s u i t s he served as President of the Wilson
Free L i b r a r y Association, and was a member of the Masonic Lodge and Shr iners .

In add i t i on to t h e i r modest home on Lake St ree t , the Tugwells had a cottage on what was
fo rmer l y known as Win te rg reen I s l a n d . A l t hough now t h e s i t e o f C l a r k ' s Mar i na , t o many o l d
t i m e r s t h e cottage was a landmark h o l d i n g many b e a u t i f u l memories.

The Tugwel l name became w i d e l y known throughout t h e Uni ted S ta tes when t h e i r son, "Rex"
Tugwel l became Ass is tan t Sec re ta r y of Ag r i cu l t u re under t h e Administrat ion of Pres. Frank l in
Delano Roosevelt . He had become a good f r i e n d of t h e President when Roosevelt served as
Governor of New York , and received h i s appointment to t h e President 's Cabinet w h i l e a
Professor o f Economics a t Columbia U n i v e r s i t y.

A l though Rex was b o r n i n S i n c l a i r v i l l e i n 1891, h e received p a r t o f h i s educat ion a t t h e
o l d Wi lson Academy, and graduated f rom t h e U n i v e r s i t y of Pennsylvania in 1915 w i t h a B.S . in
Economics. Subsequently, he earned h i s Master's Degree and Ph.D at t h e same c o l l e g e .

As a b o y, Rex was an a v i d r e a d e r, and those who knew him considered him f r i e n d l y and
k ind-hear ted. He loved spor ts and t h e o u t - o f - d o o r s , and spent many boyhood hours swimming,
b o a t i n g , and fi s h i n g at t h e summer co t tage on Tuscarora Bay. He was sa id to be extremely
s h y, and t r i e d t o keep out o f t h e s p o t l i g h t - - a l w a y s w o r k i n g hard behind t h e scenes.

Al though f requent l y labe led as a " r a d i c a l " because o f h i s concern f o r t h e underpr i v i l eged ,
t h e a c t i v e and i n t e l l i g e n t economic a d v i s o r t o t h e Pres iden t no t o n l y b r o u g h t n a t i o n a l
r e c o g n i t i o n t o h imse l f , b u t a lso t o t h e v i l l a g e o f Wi lson where h e spent most o f h i s boyhood
y e a r s .
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CULTURAL AWARENESS PROMOTED:
The Newsletter of t h e WNY Associat ion of H i s t o r i c a l Agencies repor ts t h a t Gov. Mario Cuomo

has procla imed 1988 as "Community H e r i t a g e Year" in New York S t a t e , and t h a t a s e r i e s of
events in towns and counties across the s ta te w i l l be des igned to promote p u b l i c awareness
of t h e h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e in those communities.

I t is bel ieved t h a t t h e a c t i o n by t h e governor may tend to b r i n g about a b e t t e r under ‑
s t a n d i n g in some individuals of t he work b e i n g done by t h e i r l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t i es .

x + & # H# H H HR

NOVEMBER GREETERS:
Emma Schrader, Chrm., has announced t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g members have o f f e r e d to serve as

museum gree te rs , Sunday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.
N o v. 1 s t , Fenton and Kessie Cole ; l i o v. 8 tn , b i l l and Peg F r i t t o n ; N o v. 15th, Harold and

Barbara Mosher; Nov. 22nd, S h i r l e y U r t e l ; and Nov. 29th, Margaret Moyer and Helen French.
x * &€ & H H HH H KH
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TRANSPORTATION BUILDING DEDICATED: *

The D r . John F. Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g was ded ica ted Sunday, October 11th, a t 2:00 PM
w i t h o v e r 100 persons a t t e n d i n g t h e ceremony.

The program s t a r t e d p r o m p t l y w i t h C l a r k St imson, M.C., c a l l i n g o n t h e Rev. David Palmer o f
Exley Uni ted Methodist Church f o r t h e i n v o c a t i o n .

Guest of Honor, Assemblyman Joseph T. P i l l i t t e r e , who helped t h e s o c i e t y g e t p a r t of the
funding f o r the b u i l d i n g , spoke b r i e fl y . Remarks were a l s o g i v e n by Don Croop, Newslet ter
E d i t o r, and Eleanor Myers, town o f Wilson H i s t o r i a n .

Mrs. Susan Schearer spoke f o r t h e Argue f a m i l y and expressed t h e hope t h a t t h e congen ia l
and harmonious manner in which h e r f a t h e r , as President , had conducted the s o c i e t y, would
cont inue in t h e y e a r s ahead.

The ceremony was concluded w i t h t h e benedict ion g i v e n by Father Pau l Burkard of Our Lady
o f the Rosary R.C. Church, and v i s i t o r s were then ab le t o t o u r t h e f a c i l i t i e s and l o o k over
t h e antique and c l a s s i c c a r s .

The committee in charge of arrangements were N e t t i e St imson and J im P i s e l l o , c o - c h a i r p e r ‑
sons, L o i s Barnum, C h r i s Goodman, L o i s J e n n i n g s , Leo K lees , Sidney P e t t i t , Faye P i s e l l o ,
A r thu r Schnoor, and Janet S p o r l e d e r. Refreshments were c a t e r e d by Mrs . Dorothy Parke r.
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FACE LIFT:

The 1903 caboose is l o o k i n g g r e a t , and at t h e r a t e B u r t Jennings and h i s h e l p e r s a r e going,
i t l o o k s 100% b e t t e r than i t d i d when fi r s t acquired f rom J. Robert S tephansk i o f L o c k p o r t .
F r e s h l y p a i n t e d and s p o r t i n g newly trimmed windows, t h e o l d w o r k caboose r e a l l y sh ines . Our
compliments to O l l i e C la rk , Donna C l a r k , John Myers , Don Burrows, Sidney P e t t i t , Gary P e t t i t ,
Don Smithson, and "Chuck" Messersmith who've helped B u r t keep t h e caboose on the r i g h t t r a c k .
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FROM THE MAILBAG:

Bea t r i ce Mensch w r i t e s t h a t she p l a n s to s e l l h e r home in Mesa, Arizona. She has had some
medical problems, and hopes to be l i v i n g w i t h h e r son in Lockpo r t soon. She s a i d t h a t she
would b e l o o k i n g forward t o a t t e n d i n g n e x t y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r .

David and "Gus" Brad ley have n o t i fi e d u s t h a t t h e wrong phone number was p u t a f t e r t h e i r
name on the 1987-88 Membership R o l l . Please change to 751-902.
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ARTS FESTIVAL SCHEDULED:

O n November 7th and 8th, t h e "19th Century Women's A r t s F e s t i v a l " , sponsored b y t h e Lock
C i t y P&BW Club, w i l l be he ld at the Keenan Center, and w i l l p rov ide a look at womens! l i v e s
dur ing the V i c t o r i a n Era o f the l a t e 1850's t o 1900. Featured w i l l b e h i s t o r i c a l d i s p l a y s ,
entertainment, lec tu res , and a r t s and c r a f t s . Admissionw i l l be $2.00 f o r adul ts and $1.00
f o r Senior C i t i zens and c h i l d r e n under twelve. Refreshments w i l l be a v a i l a b l e .
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NOVEMBER PROGRAM MEETING:

Guest speaker at the November 16th meet ing of the s o c i e t y w i l l be Mr. John Henel of Snyder,
New York, and the subject of h i s t a l k w i l l be, "An Introduction to the 3rd Largest Hobby in
the World, C o l l e c t i n g Postcards." M r. Henel, a leader in h i s t rade , w i l l b r i n g some of h i s
cards t o i l l u s t r a t e h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n .

Hostesses f o r the evening w i l l be Edna Robinson and Kathleen Pearce, who w i l ] serve l i g h t
refreshments f o l l o w i n g t h e program.
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LET'S THINK CHRISTMAS:

In a few more weeks, t h e Ho l idays w i l l be upon u s . Which reminds us t h a t the Wilson Museum
i s w e l l stocked w i t h many h i s t o r i c a l booklets , note p a p e r, and o t h e r i tems t h a t would make
fi n e , economical g i f t s f o r t h a t "hard to p l e a s e " r e l a t i v e or f r i e n d .

The s o c i e t y ' s cookbook, a t $4.50 p e r copy, has always been a w inne r. S ince good r e c i p e s
never g o out o f s t y l e , i t i s now i n i t s t h i r d p r i n t i n g .

A new re lease , "Wilson's Roads" s e l l s f o r $1.25 each; and by p o p u l a r demand, 250 more
copies of " Ta l l Ta les and Legends" have been p r i n t e d up at $2.00 p e r copy.

The p r i c e of t h e "Diary of a Deadman", wh ich we purchase from t h e Parks Serv i ce at G e t t y s ‑
b u r g , has gone u p , so we have to g e t $6.50 p e r book. Compiled by Jean Ray, t h e "Diary" con‑
t a i n s the l e t t e r s o f I r a S . P e t t i t who served i n t h e C i v i l War and spent t h e l a s t days o f h i s
l i f e in t h e squalors o f Andersonv i l l e P r i s o n .

I r a was born and r a i s e d o n t h e " S l a s h " Maple Road, town o f Wi lson, and some o f t h e f a m i l i e s
mentioned i n t h e book besides t h e P e t t i t s i n c l u d e t h e Pease, Holmes, S a l i s b u r y, W r i g h t ,
Woodbury, Moody, and Pangburn f a m i l i e s .

Anyone d e s i r i n g booklets b y m a i l should i n c l u d e 5 0 cents pe r b o o k .t o h e l p de f ray cost o f
postage and m a i l i n g . (D ia r i es r e q u i r e $ 2 . 0 0 f o r postage and ma i l i ng )
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PROJECTS PENDING:

Lumber has been purchased f o r t h e new r o o f o v e r t h e storage area, and p lans f o r another
entranceway i n t o t h e depot basement a r e be ing worked o u t .

Expansion of t h e M i l d red Middleton L i b r a r y has a l s o been proposed, which would make r e l o ‑
c a t i o n of the r e s t rooms necessary.

John Myers has acquired a l a r g e assortment o f aud io equipment a t unbe l ievab ly l o w p r i c e s ,
and p lans to expand ou r present sound system so t h a t i t w i l l be more to le rab le to everyone.
Since t h i s w i l l be a sizeable t a s k , he hopes seve ra l vo lunteers w i l l be w i l l i n g to h e l p him.

I t has been decided t o p l a c e t h e r e c e n t l y acquired l i g h t tower a t the n o r t h east corner o f
t h e p a r k i n g l o t . The o l d tower has been a Wi l son landmark f o r many years gu id ing commercial
sh ips and fishermen to t h e p i e r s and s a f e t y of t h e i n n e r harbor.

ee £ ee Re HR He H
‘COUNTING TIME is not so impor tan t as making t i m e count.
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FORTS ON THE NIAGARA FRONTIER: ; ; .
When t h e s o c i e t y acquired H a r r y Haven's diorama model of t h e 1759 B r i t i s h f o r t b u i l t on

the o l d Lewiston P o r t a g e , (where A r t Park stands today) w e though t i t would b e i n t e r e s t i n g
t o t r y and fi n d out how many o t h e r m i l i t a r y bas t i ons were erected a l o n g t h e Niagara R i v e r .

Research r e v e a l s t h a t France, in an e f f o r t to dominate t h e G r e a t Lakes r e g i o n , b u i l t 12
f o r t s a long t h e eas t bank o f t h e N i a g a r a d u r i n g a 100 y e a r p e r i o d . A l l were e i t h e r burned,
des t royed , abandoned, o r a l lowed to f a l l i n t o B r i t i s h hands.

When B r i t a i n took c o n t r o l o f the f r o n t i e r , t h e y b u i l t add i t iona l f o r t i fi c a t i o n s a t F o r t s
George, M i s s i s s a u g a , and E r i e , and a l s o b u i l t s e v e r a l blockhouses o n t h e east bank.

The 3 6 m i l e s t r e t c h o f water, probably t h e most f o r t i fi e d r i v e r i n t h e wor ld , was coveted
by bo th France and Eng land , because they knew t h a t t h e country t h a t con t ro l l ed t h e m igh ty
Niagara, a l so h e l d t h e "Key to t h e West".
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THEY'RE SO CUTE:

A "Country Bunny" and a " V i c t o r i a n D o l l named "E l i zabe th " , w i l l be awarded to some l u c k y
person at t h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g in December. T i c k e t s a r e now a v a i l a b l e f rom Carole Schnoor at
5 0 cents each o r th ree f o r a d o l l a r . You need n o t b e present t o w i n .
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The s o c i e t y , a s a n o r g a n i z a t i o n , has vo ted t o donate $100 t o t h e CCCC, t h e C a r i n g C h r i s t i a n

Community C e n t e r, to h e l p w i t h t h e i r h o l i d a y program.
At t h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g on December 21st , a box w i l l be s e t - u p by t h e Christmas t r e e , and

everyone is urged to b r i n g canned goods o r non per i shab le foods to p u t in i t . I f you cannot
a t tend t h e m e e t i n g , b u t would l i k e t o c o n t r i b u t e , you may d o s o b y l e a v i n g your donat ions a t
t he museum any Sunday a f t e rnoon f rom 2 to 4 PM. Christmas i s a t ime f o r s h a r i n g .
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NEW MEMBERS:

Several new members have jo ined t h e s o c i e t y . Please welcome Hoy t and Eleanor Desso;
Wi l l i am and M a r j o r y Ganshaw; and Mary E l l e n Ganshaw, a l l from Wilson; a l s o , W i l l i a m Myers
o f Fremont, C a l i f o r n i a .

Our l a t e s t t a l l y shows t h a t t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y now has a t o t a l o f 712 members
w i t h 499 r e s i d i n g i n t h e l o c a l area o r w i t h i n N i a g a r a C o u n t y, and 213 l i v i n g ou t s i de t h e
county or in o t h e r s ta tes .
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
Mrs. Roberta Ta y l o r, Wilson Central School, has g i v e n the museum a copy of the Yearbook

f o r the Class of '87; a l s o , from the school, a May 27, 1898 copy of the 5 o'clock e d i t i o n
of the o l d “Buffalo Enquirer".

Emma Lou Reppentine: Copy of Niagara F a l l s G a z e t t e ,May 28, 1921; a l so , 9 antique
Christmas t ree ornaments.
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THE DAYS OF RADIO:
Jon Wi l l iams, an i n s t r u c t o r at N.C.C.C., gave an i n t e r e s t i n g presentat ion at the October

meet ing on the "Golden Age of Radio". It was pointed out t h a t the 1s t rad io broadcast was
in 1920 when the resu l ts of the pres ident ia l e lec t ion between Harding and Cox was p u t over
the a i r from s t a t i o n KDKA, P i t t s b u r g . A t the t ime, o n l y c r y s t a l sets w i t h headphones were
used p e r m i t t i n g o n l y one person a t a t i m e t o l i s t e n .

It was d u r i n g those e a r l y days of r a d i o t h a t everyone tuned in to t h e comedy r o u t i n e s
of B i l l y Jones and E r n i e Hare, b e t t e r known as t h e "Happiness Boys".

Jon a l s o p layed a tape f e a t u r i n g excerp ts f r o m some o f t h e o l d , popu la r r a d i o shows l i k e
. "The Shadow", "The Lone Ranger", "F ibbe r McGee and M o l l y " , "Jack Benny", and George Burns
: and G r a c i e A l l e n . "

H e concluded t h e program w i t h some r e c o r d i n g s f rom t h e " B i g Band Era " , a s t h e audience
t r i e d t o name t h e band l e a d e r and t h e s e l e c t i o n p l a y e d .
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NO "FISH STORY":

F i s h i n g h a s been s o good i n t h e Wi lson a rea , i t was w r i t t e n u p r e c e n t l y i n "Out Door L i f e "
magazine.

A t the present t i m e , a c c o r d i n g t o " P i n k y " Robinson, hundreds o f brown and rainbow t r o u t
are b e i n g taken f rom l o c a l waters and, when they 'e r u n n i n g , t h e salmon fi s h i n g i s g r e a t about
two m i l e s o f f t h e Wilson p i e r s .

H e added t h a t 115 thousand Chinook salmon fi n g e r l i n g s were released a t the Tuscarora
Land ing Ramp, f o r t h e fi r s t t ime e v e r, and 12,500 steelheads were p u t i n t o t h e west Branch
of 12 M i l e Creek near Roosevelt Beach.

There has been a s h a r p i n c r e a s e i n t h e number o f o u t - o f - s t a t e fi s h i n g l i c e n s e s i s s u e d ,
g i v i n g credence to the expanding i n t e r e s t in l o c a l fi s h i n g derb ies by a n g l e r s f rom a l l over
t h e coun t r y.

Bed and breakfast u n i t s , mo te l s , and o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s a re b e i n g developed t o accomodate
t h e i n fl u x o f v i s i t o r s , and i t may b e r i g h t l y assumed t h a t y o u c a n ' t a t t r a c t thousands o f
persons i n t o a community w i t h o u t i t s h a v i n g a dramat ic impac t on t h e l o c a l economy.

A f t e r a l l , i s n ' t t h a t what tour ism is a l l about?
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
The next meet ing o f t h e Board o f D i rec to rs w i l l be he ld a t t he museum, Wednesday even ing ,

November 11 th , at 7:30 PM.
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DID YOU KNOW:
That "America's Sweetheart", Mary P i c k f o r d , a Hollywood movie s t a r of t h e 1920's, at one

t i m e l i v e d in Lewis ton, N . Y.
*% + & H 4H # & H &


