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MANY CHANGES IN WILSON:
O l d Timers can r e c a l l a t ime in t h e e a r l y 1900's when t h e r e was no organized s p o r t s in t h e

Wi lson S c h o o l , b u t many changes h a v e t a k e n p l a c e s i n c e t h e t u r n o f t h e C e n t u r y .
E l m e r Johnson owned t h e b u i l d i n g n e x t t o t h e f o r m e r p o s t o f fi c e o n Yo u n g S t r e e t , and h e g o t

G e o r g e Midd le ton to open up a d r u g s t o r e t h e r e w i t h h i m . A l a r g e b u i l d i n g behind t h e d r u g s t o r e
became known as Midd le ton ' s H a l l , and i t soon became t h e ga the r ing p l a c e f o r most a c t i v i t i e s
such a s s c h o o l b a s k e t b a l l games, r o l l e r s k a t i n g p a r t i e s , d a n c e s , and a l s o t h e s i t e o f t h e fi r s t
movies shown in Wi lson.

Sa tu rday n i g h t s a l w a y s drew l a r g e crowds to t h e v i l l a g e , and many men looked fo rward to
Saturday evening as a time to g e t a shave or h a i r c u t . Few peop le t o o k t h e t ime to shave them‑
s e l v e s a n d , even though t h e r e were a h a l f dozen b a r b e r shops i n t o w n , t h e r e a l w a y s was a l i n e ‑
u p and you had t o w a i t your t u r n .

The l a t e Fay Campbell once r e c a l l e d t h a t h i s f o l k s had wonder fu l neighbors, and one time
when h i s f a t h e r was c r i p p l e d u p , t h e neighbors p i t ched in and cleaned up a fi e l d of cabbage
f o r h im. He sa id i t w a s n ' t u n u s u a l f o r ne ighbors to l o o k o u t f o r eachother in t h o s e days .

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t much o f the g r a v e l used t o b u i l d highways i n Wilson came
f r o m t h e lakeshore a l o n g "Sunse t I s l a n d " . I t was dug o u t by hand b u t dynamite was used to
break it up . Horse-drawn wagons were used to h a u l t h e g r a v e l f r o m t h e i s l a n d , b u t t h i s could
o n l y be done in win ter when t h e bay was f r o z e n o v e r. Sometimes a team of horses and loaded
wagon would crash through t h e i c e and there'd be a mad scramble to g e t another team of mules
to p u l l them o u t . Many years l a t e r t h e huge holes l e f t by the men who loaded the wagons could
be seen a l o n g t h e "sunset beach" shorel ine. .

Dur ing the years o f World War I , Wilson had a home guard cons i s t i ng o f 108 men. They d r i l l e d
a l l w in te r in g rey uniforms furnished by the government, and o f fi c e r s of the guard were J u l e s
Weaver, C a p t . , "Butch" Bigalow, l s t L i e u t . , Mark W i l s o n , 2nd L i e u t . , and H a r r y Ho lden , 3rd L i e u t .

A l s o gone f r o m t h e Wilson scene a r e t h e many s k a t i n g p a r t i e s t h a t used t o b e h e l d o n 1 2 M i l e
C r e e k . I t i s r e c a l l e d t h a t a s many a s 200 c o u p l e s cou ld b e seen ska t i ng o n t h e i c e a t o n c e ,
and Bess and L o u Crawford and F l o y d and M a r g a r e t Wi lson were considered to be two of t h e most
s k i l f u l s k a t i n g c o u p l e s o n t h e C r e e k .

D u r i n g t h e e a r l y 1900's t h e automobi le was s t i l l a n o v e l t y . Mos t d r i v e r s d i d n ' t d r i v e them
in t h e winter t ime b u t ins tead would j a c k them up on b l o c k s and remove t h e b a t t e r y and t i r e s
f o r s t o r a g e .

M o s t t ranspor ta t i on was s t i l l by h o r s e and s l e i g h , and horse-drawn wooden p lows were used
to c l e a n t h e sidewalks. Many youngsters l i k e d to r u n a f t e r t h e teams of bobs leds and h i t c h a
r i d e by s tand ing on t h e r u n n e r s a n d , f o r t h o s e who h a v e experienced i t , one of t h e most p l e a s a n t
memories o f t h o s e e a r l y years was when a dozen o r more p e>ple would bundle u p i n s t r a w - fi l l e d
bobs leds a n d , w i t h s l e i g h b e l l s r i n g i n g , d r i v e happ i l y down t h e road w i t h vo ices r i n g i n g in s o n g .

The e a r l y 1900's was a l s o a p e r i o d when f a s t t a l k i n g c o n a r t i s t s peddled " c u r e - a l l s " such a s
"Swamp R o o t " or "Lydia Pinkham's Ve g e t a b l e Compound" to a g u l l i b l e pub l i c , : and:many were
r e l i e v e d o f t h e i r money b y medica l quacks u n t i l t h e P u r e Foods A c t was passed i n 1907.

The s o u t h bo rde r of t h e v i l l a g e was n e a r l y a m i l e f r o m t h e present boundary near t h e d e p o t ,
and t h e p l a c e where t h e f o r m e r "Hojack" t r a c k s crossed R t . 425 was t h e n known as "Wi lson S t a t i o n "

Businesses l o c a t e d t h e r e i n c l u d e d t h e Fredonia P r e s e r v i n g Company, t h e J . E . P e t t i t C o a l
and G r a i n Bus iness; S inger and Johnson ' s F r u i t H o u s e ; t h e J . C . Wr igh t E v a p o r a t o r ; S inger C o a l
Yard ; P f e i s t e r P i c k e l Company; and t h e Ta g g a r t and S t e v e n s Gene ra l Merchandizing S t o r e . The
s t o r e c a r r i e d a l a r g e supp l y of merchandize such as h a r d w a r e , t o o l s , wagons, res tau ran t and
meat m a r k e t . They a l s o had a f r u i t warehouse j u s t n o r t h of the depot on a s i d i n g . The Wi lson
Lumber C o . , l o c a t e d t h e r e , was t h e n owned b y Roland S i n g e r , A .N . Dwigh t , and A l a n s o n B i g a l o w.

A n i t e m i n t h e 1898 L o c k p o r t J o u r n a l n o t e d t h a t " W i l s o n was . v e r y n i c e and seda te and woe
be to t h e l u c k l e s s person who m i g h t v i o l a t e a n y of t h e v i l l a g e ordinances. S e v e r a l t h a t caugh t
o u r eye were: " P e r s o n s may n o t b e found i n t o x i c a t e d o n t h e s t r e e t s ; may n o t u s e p r o f a n e
l a n g u a g e ; i n c i t e fi g h t s ; make n o i s e , o r d ischarge fi rearms o n s t r e e t s u n l e s s i n s e l f d e f e n s e . "* * * * * * * * * *
JANUARY MEETINGS:

J a n . 8 , 1995, Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing. Wilson Museum, 7:30 PM.
J a n . 2 0 , 1995: M o n t h l y Mee t i ng , 7 : 3 0 PM at Museum. G u e s t s p e a k e r - Joe Rennie.* * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS::
; L i f e was more simple back when anyone who c o u l d t i e a squa re k n o t c o u l d repair a c l o t h e s

r y e r .
* * * w * * * * * *
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SCHOOL DAYS RECALLED:

J a n e t Benedict Welch of S a n t a C r u z , C A . , r e c a l l e d t h a t in 1921, wnen she s t a r t e d schoo l at
t h e R a n d a l l Road S c h o o l h o u s e , h e r t e a c h e r was Mar ian C r a m e r , who i s now i n h e r n i n e t i e s and
l i v i n g i n S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F lo r ida . O t h e r teachers a t t h e s c h o o l w h i l e she at tended were C l a r a
Stoddard and Marian Hamblin.

A t t h e t ime t h e r e were abou t 3 0 p u p i l s i n y rades o n e t h r o u g h e i g h t , and some o f h e r f o r m e r
C l a s s m a t e s were R u s s e l l D u r f e y , Gr igson G e a r t z , Tony L a B a r b e r , Ernestine Reese ( C a r n i k e ) ,
E t h e l S c h u l t z (St rasburg) , A l f r e d S t e v e n s , and Agnes S t o d d a r d .

J a n e t a t tended t h e Randa l i Road S c h o o l f o r s i x and o n e h a l f yea rs , t h e n t r a n s f e r r e d t o
Wilson H i g h where Lyd ia Sou tha rd was h e r e i g h t h g rade t e a c h e r . Schoo l a lways s t a r t e d w i t h t h e
Pledge o f A l l eg iance to t h e F l a g , t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r , and t h e song , America.

She remembered t h a t one of t h e f u n t h i n g s t h e y d i d at t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoo l was to have
s u r p r i s e s l e i g h r i d e s in t h e w i n t e r t ime . Eve ryone wou ld p i l e i n t o a ho rse -d rawn s l e i g h and
d r o p in at a n o t h e r s c h o o l f o r a day of f u n . T h i s inc luded g e t t i n g acquainted, p l a y i n g c a r d s ,
o r hav ing a s p e l l i n g b e e .

A t r e c e s s t ime i n good weather t h e y p layed b a s e b a l l and o t h e r games l i k e Ann ie , Annie, Over ;
F o l l o w t h e Leader ; o r Ta g . The o l d e r c h i l d r e n a l w a y s h e l p e d o u t w i t h t h e younger ones
which h e l p e d t o k e e p t h e day g o i n g s m o o t h l y . I f t h e w e a t h e r was b a d , t h e c h i l d r e n would g a t h e r
around t h e o l d pump o r g a n and s i n g .

A f t e r graduat ing f r o m Wilson in 1 9 3 3 , J a n e t a t tended B u f f a l o S t a t e Teachers C o l l e g e , (SUNY)
f r o m where she graduated in 1937. She l a t e r earned an M . A . in E a r l y Chi ldhood Education at
Columbia U n i v e r s i t y.

M r s . Welch t a u g h t a t A p p l e t o n (Newfane No .4 ) one room schoo l f o r a y e a r, t h e n t r a n s f e r r e d
t o Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l where she t a u g h t l s t g r a d e . She continued h e r c a r e e r a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y
o f P i t t s b u r g where she t a u g h t a t F a l k E l e m e n t a r y S c h o o l and t h e Graduate Schoo l o f Education.

I n l o o k i n g back o n h e r l o n g c a r e e r , J a n e t w r i t e s : " I r e a l i z e what a r a r e p r i v i l e g e i t was t o
grow u p o n a f a r m and a t t e n d t h i s v e r y s p e c i a l s c h o o l , ( R a n d a l l Road S c h o o l h o u s e ) . . . . .A most
important aspect of any s c h o o l is t h e a c t u a l l e a r n i n g t h a t t a k e s p l a c e .

"Judging f r o m my own experience, I cons ider t h i s s c h o o l to be a wonder fu l example of p r o ‑
v i d i n g an atmosphere conducive to l e a r n i n g . The fi n e teache rs and cooperative pa ren t s gave
a l l of us a good a t t i t u d e and eagerness to l e a r n . "

* &* &€ & & & F&F F&F & *

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
F l o r e n c eMudge Donner r e c e n t l y donated a number o f i tems i n c l u d i n g t h e B i r t h C e r t i fi c a t e o f

Henry D o n n e r , 1902; Academic Diploma, Wi l son , 1921; B . S . Diploma in Engineering at Un ive rs i t y
of Michigan; Mas te r of S c i e n c e , 1927; and D r . of S c i e n c e , 1939. A l s o , e lec t ion to Society of
Sigma X devoted to reasearch in Sc ience , and M i l i t a r y papers showing appointments to 2nd L i e u t .
i n Army S igna l Corps in 1925.

Bessie Co le : F i f t een Schoolbooks f r o m 1885 to 1930; Two R o l l o B o o k s , 1855; Bobsey Twins,
1913; Boy Scouts Champion R e c r u i t , 1912; Boy Scou t A v i a t o r , 1912; Mupsey Goes to Kindergarten,
and Mary Janes Coun t r y Home.

Sandra St imson , Lew is ton , NY: Penzoil O i l Can. ,
M r s . Gertrude Steblein: Two copies of U . S . Const i tut ion f o r use in Randall Rd. Schoolhouse.
Wilson Postoffice ( V i a Pa t Sto l tzenburg) : Adding Machine t h a t came f rom o l d Postoffice.
Lou LcLaughl in: O r i g i n a l Depot S ign .
Gretchen G r e e n e , Youngstown, NY: G a s k i l l G e n e a l o g y - f o r m e r l y t h e p r o p e r t y o f Fred H a c k e t t .
Rober t Hardiman: Cr iminal Code and P e n a l L a w , 1958. C levenger -G i lbe r t i n s c r i p t i o n on c o v e r .
M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r : I n v i t a t i o n to Inaugu ra t i on , 1/20/73; Ru les and Regulat ions o f t h e Town

o f Wilson Water Department , 1964; Two V i l l a g e O r d i n a n a c e s , 1951; R o s t e r s o f O f fi c i a l s r e p r e ‑
s e n t i n g Niagara C o u n t y i n 1982 , 1 9 8 3 , and 1984.

Beatr ice S a l i s b u r y E s t a t e ( v i a J o y c e R i c h a r d s ) : Graduation D r e s s , 1913; Framed Diploma,1913;
I n v i t a t i o n t o G r a d u a t i o n , 1913; P i c t u r e o f Graduation C l a s s , 1913; P i c tu re o f 1913 C l a s s o n
C a p i t o l S t e p s , Washington, DC; P i c t u r e of Teachers T r a i n i n g C l a s s , 1914; R e p o r t ca rds and misc.
papers, b o o k s , and compositions.

A l s o , Exam s c o r e s , Reccomendations signed by P r i n . M c A l r o y ; S e t of Encyclopedia B r i t a n n i c a ;
"World B o o k " , and New Standard . Teachers C o n t r a c t , 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 5 - ~ S a l a r y, $ 9 and $10; L e t t e r f r o m
A d j . Gen. Beck of A lbany dated 1828 regard ing copy of M i l . t a r y Law; Deed, 1898, 1895, and
M o r t g a g e , 1888; a l s o Nine P i c t u r e s o f Elma F a r r e l l .
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IN MEMORIAM:

a r t h u r J. N e s s , 8 3 , d ied N o v. 1 8 , 1994, at Inter-Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane. He r e t i r e d
f r o m t h e Niagara Power A u t h o r i t y a t L e w i s t o n , and was Manager o f t h e Tu s c a r o r a P a r k and G o l f
C l u b d u r i n g t h e 1930 's . He was a l s o a 50 y e a r member o f t h e Wi l son L ions C l u b , and j o i n e d t h e
Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y i n 1972.

H e i s surv ived b y h i s w i f e , Ka th leen B a t t N e s s , and a s i s t e r , Katherine V i t a g l i a n o o f Pa lm
Spr ings , F l o r i d a .

A Memorial Mass was h e l d at Our La@y of t h e Rosary R . C . Church in Wilson w i t h t h e Rev. P a u l
Burkard o f fi c i a t i n g .

x *&* %-&* &F* %-F %F %FK FF & &

NO VISIT ING HOURS IN WINTER:
The Wilson Museum w i l l b e c l osed t o v i s i t o r s d u r i n g t h e months o f J a n a r y , F e b r u a r y, and

M a r c h , 1995. V i s i t i n g h o u r s w i l l resume A p r i l 2 n d , 1995, Sunday a f t e r n o o n f r o m 2 t o 4 pm.
R e g u l a r meetings o f t h e s o c i e t y w i l l cont inue a s u s u a l . The Board o f D i r e c t o r s meets o n t h e

2nd Wednesday of each m o n t h , and P r o g r a m Meet ings a r e h e l d on t h e 3 r d Monday evening of each
month. A i l meetings s t a r t at 7 :30 PM.

we &* &€&€ *£ &£ &£ & Kk & *&

BON M O T;
L i f e i s l i k e a t a x i - - t h e m e t e r tes tickina whether y o u ' r e g e t t i n g anywhere o r n o t .

wk * ke &€&€& &* & &
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OFFICERS ELECTED:

A r t h u r S c h n o o r , C h r m . , p resented a l i s t o f nominees at t h e December meet ing and t h e y were
e l e c t e d t o o f fi c e a s f o l l o w s :

Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . ; G a r y F i t c h , l s t V i c e - P r e s . ; Norm M a c A s k i l l , 2nd V i c e - P r e s . ; Dick
Schmid le , Rec . S e c ' y ; J im Wa l d r o n , T r e a s ; and Wanda B u r r o w s , C o r . S e c ' y .

Committee chairmen a r e : L o i s Jennings, Acquis i t ions Judy K ing , B y - l a w s C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d ,
G e n e a l o g y ; - J a n Spor leder, H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s ; M a r g e L e d e r h o u s e , Sunday H o s t e s s e s ; S h i r l e y E v a n s ,
L i b r a r i a n ; Anne F a e r y , Membership; L o i s Jenn ings , Memor ia ls ; M i l e s L i n n a b e r y, P r o g r a m s ;
Don C r o o p , P u b l i c a t i o n s ; D o r o t h y L i n n a b e r y, P u b l i c i t y ; Nor ie D e s s o , R e f r e s h m e n t s ; and
J o y c e R i c h a r d s , Ways & Means. * * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p r i v i l e g e t o we lcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: M u r i e l Hane r o f S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F L ;
L o i s L a j o l i e o f A p p l e t o n , NY; M r . and M r s . David P o l a s k y o f H o l l e y , NY; G r e g C a r t e r o f L o c k p o r t ;
D r . and M r s . James Evans o f Ransomv i l l e ; D r . P a u l and E v e l y n Evans o f Esondido, C a l ; a l s o

M r s . L e n ( C a r o l Cramer) Jones o f N e w f a n e ; Tom and H e l e n Rodgers o f Wi lson ; James Ca r r i gan
o f Hamburg, NY; Stephen and Cynth ia Richards o f C h a n d l e r , A r i zona ; and Sharon and Kenneth
Dobson o f L i t t l e t o n , Co lo rado. * * * * * * * & * *
JANUARY MEETINGS: mT

The Board o f D i rec to rs w i l l meet a t t h e museum, Wed. even ing, J a n . l l t h , a t 7"30 PM.
The r e g u l a r program meet ing o f t h e s o c i e t y w i l l b e h e l d a t t h e museum J a n . 1 6 t h , Mon. Eve ing

at 7:30 PM. Joe Rennie w i l l be t h e q u e s t s p e a k e r, an@ w i l l show postcards of t h e Niagara r e g i o n .
F o l l o w i n g t h e meet ing r e f r e s h m e n t s w i l l b e served b y J o y c e Richards and K a t h l e e n K r a a t z .
The p u b l i c i s a l w a y s i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d meet ings o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y .* * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
Archie D . P e t t y , a r e t i r e d Guidance C o u n s e l o r a t Wi lson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , @ied sudden ly a t

home, December 11 , 1994. He was a member of E x l e y Un i ted Methodist Chu rch ; t h e Ve t e r a n s of
Fore ign Wars a t L e e s b u r g , F L ; and a member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y s ince 1972. H e
was a l s o an av id g o l f e r and member o f t h e F ron t i e r C o u n t r y C l u b .

H e i s surv ived b y h i s w i f e , Z i l p h a , and t h r e e d a u g h t e r s , M r s . Judy (Arden) Kane o f B u f f a l o ;
M r s . C o l l e e n (Robin) S l a t e o f L o c k p o r t , N Y; and M r s . Pamela (David) S c o t t o f B r o c k p o r t , N Y.
A l s o a s i s t e r , Do ro thy Townsend o f S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F l ; and a s i s t e r - i n - l a w , D o r o t h y P e t t y o f
Wa l w o r t h , NY; a l s o s i x grandchi ldren and th ree nieces. .

Services were h e l d at the Hamilton & C l a r k Funera l Chapel in W i l s o n , and b u r i a l was at
Greenwood Cemetery, W i l son , w i t h Rev. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
IMPORTANT NOTICE: a

F NEEDED. ....REMINISCENCESAND STORTES FROM FORMER STUDENTS
AND TEACHERS OF THE RANDALL ROAD SCHOOL, DISTRICT # 8 , FOR
INCLUSION IN A FORTHCOMING BOOK ABOUT THE SCHOOL’S

The one room schoolhouse ......
backbone of America's
education system.

HISTORY.

PLEASE SEND ALL MATERIALS TO: % WILSON TOWN HALL,

P.O. Box 537 , 375 LAKE STREET, WILSON, NY 14172.
ATTENTION: JEAN FIGURA.

AROUND THE MUSEUM:
Spec ia l t h a n k s t o L o i s Barnum and N e t t i e Stimson who c leaned s t o r a g e area i n Barnum B u i l d i n g .

a l s o , accolades to G a r y F i t c h , E l t o n K r o p p , and Don B u r r o w s who g o t r i d of a s i zab le amount of
junk f r o m t h e museum and grounds.

We can thank Don B u r r o w s and E l t o n K r o p p f o r t h e o u t s i d e l i g h t i n g over t h e H o l i d a y s , and t h e
b e a u t i f u l w h i t e l i g h t e d Chr is tmas t r e e i n s i d e t h e museum was decorated b y C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d ,
H e l e n S t e v e n s , and M i l e s L i n n a b e r y. D o t M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r , added a s p e c i a l t r e a t w i t h a n
e x h i b i t i o n o f h e r a t t r a c t i v e S a n t a C l a u s m in ia tu res .* * * * * * * * * *
SENIOR BREAKFAST:

O n t h e morning o f D e c . 1 4 t h , t h e p o p u l a r Sen io r B r e a k f a s t « a s r e v i v e d a t t h e Wilson H igh
Schoo l b y t h e PTSA, and many o f t h e l o c a l s e n i o r c i t i z e n s who at tended would p r o b a b l y ag ree
that t h e f o o d was delicious, t h e enter ta inment e x c e l l e n t , and t h e e x h i b i t s o u t s t a n d i n g .

A 15 minute concer t by t h e S e n i o r H i g h Band preceeded a welcoming a d d r e s s and remarks by
S u p t . Richard Z ipp , whereupon a l l Seniors were i n v i t e d to t h e schoo l ca fe te r i a .

Nyco le B o r g e t cha i red t h e o v e r a l l s t uden t coordinat ion of t h e e n t i r e orcgram, and M r s .
Sweeney and Mcs. Sanders anc t h e Home and C a r e o r S k i l l s c l a s s e s prepared and served b r e a k f a s t .

T i n a A s h f o r d , Amanda D e a n , and M r s . Wi l l iams c o o r d i n a t e t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t , and Todd K r o p p
and Amber Lederhouse coordinated e x h i b i t s and demonstrations in t h e L i b r a r y .ome ao ee senior ertizens with a rirse hand Loi at en many fine programs

gtandch i ld ren- -prodrams t h a t d i c n ' t e x i s t when t o d a y ' s S e n i o r C i t i z e n s
a t t e n d e d s c h o o l . r r e e e e e e e o

FINAL THOUGHT: No one should r e t i r e f r o m l i f e at any a g e .
* * * * *¥ * * * * *
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JAILHOUSE BLUES:
The l a t e P a u l Mid leton once t o l d us t h a t if you watched t h e TV s e r i e s "Gunsmoke" it wou ld

g ive you a p r e t t y good: idea how t h e v i l l a g e o f Wilson l o o k e d i n t h e l a t e 1 8 0 0 ' s - - d i r t r o a d s ,
h i t c h i n g p o s t s , board w a l k s , and even a j a i l f o r those o r n e r y cusses who wou ldn ' t obey t h e
v i l l a g e ordinances.

W e r e c k o n t h e fo rmer d r u g s t o r e o p e r a t o r knew what h e was t a l k i n g about because h e was
b o r n and ra i sed on Young S t r e e t , and r e a l l y c o u l d remember what Wilson used to l o o k l i k e .

The v i l l a g e d i d n ' t have a Wya t t E a r p , b u t t hey d i d have Constab le Ben S t o n e , and Ben made
s u r e t h e r e was peace and t r a n q u i l i t y i n t h e s m a l l l akeshore community.

B e n ' s j a i l was l o c a t e d between S a n f o r d ' s T i l e Ya rd and t h e o l d Masonic B u i l d i n g , and i t was
e r e c t e d t h e r e i n 1900 when t h e o i d C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e was t o r n down.

The o u t d o o r t o i l e t s t h a t were l o c a t e d behind t h e I n s t i t u t e were f a i r l y l a r g e a n d , r a t h e r
t h a n des t roy them, t h e v i l l a g e f a t h e r s decided to move them to Young S t r e e t f o r u s e as a j a i l .

The p a r t i t i o n was removed t h a t once separa ted t h e g i r l s f r o m t h e boys, and two b a r r e d c e l l s
were b u i l t i n t o it by Jesse Higgins who operated a blacksmith shop on Catherine S t r e e t .

The j a i l was operated by t h e v i l l a g e f o r the nex t 20 years, then moved n e x t to the o l d
water tower o n High S t r e e t .

An amusing story was t o l d by t h e l a t e E a r l Armstrong, a fo rmer Niagara County Deputy S h e r i f f ,
who used to s t o p at the j a i l whi le he was a young man in h igh school.

One day he walked i n t o one of t he c e l l s to l o o k it o v e r , and some one slammed the door shut
behind him. Whoever d i d i t , t o o k o f f , and since Constable Wi l l iam L o r t was d r i v i n g in the
country w i t h h i s horse and buggy, E a r l was n o t o n l y. unable to g e t h e l p b u t went without any
supper. To make mat ters worse, h e had a date w i t h a g i r l o n the " i s l a n d " , and when h e d i d n ' t
show up, "she g o t mad as hops".

The hapless E a r l was unable to g e t o u t of t h e " c o o l e r " u n t i l 9:00 PMwhen Constable L o r t
r e t u r n e d t o t h e v i l l a g e .

E a r l d i d n ' t mind h i s " j a i l t e r m " as much as he d i d missing t h e da te w i t h h i s g i r l , b u t she
wou ldn ' t have anyth ing to do w i t h h im u n t i l some o f h i s f r i e n d s fi n a l l y t o l d h e r t h e t r u t h
about what had happened.

The o l d v i l l a g e l o c k u p was k e p t in use u n t i l about 1932 when an inspect ion was made by
Wa l t e r N icko lson , Chrm. o f t h e S t a t e Board o f Cor rec t ions . H is r e p o r t , which was submitted to
Fred Biga low, town supervisor, and A .M. M c I l r o y , Mayor of t h e v i l l a g e , read as f o l l o w s :

" T h i s l o c k u p occupies a s m a l l o n e - s t o r y wood b u i l d i n g o n t h e v i l l a g e o u t s k i r t s , and contains
one la t t i ced s t e e l c e l l and one wooden c e l l w i t h l a t t i c e d s t e e l d o o r .

" C e l l s a r e equipped w i t h bunks , m a t t r e s s e s , b l a n k e t s , and comfo r tab les . There a r e no s a n i ‑
t a r y facilittes what-so-ever b u t t h e r e is an e l e c t r i c l i g h t and s tove f o r h e a t i n g .

" Since t h e l a s t i nspec t i on t h e l o c k u p has been p a i n t e d th roughou t w i t h wh i te enamel p a i n t ,
and is in good cond i t i on . C o n s t a b l e Wi l l i am L o r t has s t a t e d t h a t detent ions a r e seldom made
h e r e , and t h e l o c k u p i s f r e q u e n t l y used f o r l o d g e r s . "

The Commissioner's r e p o r t ended w i t h t h e recommendation t h a t “when t h e l o c k u p is u s e d f o r
de ten t i on purposes i t should be k e p t under cons tan t and competent supe rv i s i on as fi r e r i s k
i s ex t reme b y reason o f t h e t y p e o f c o n s t r u c t i o n , and i t s l o c a t i o n and e x p o s u r e . "

* * * * * * * * * *
FINE PROGRAMS:

At t h e Decembermeeting, t h e Boatman f a m i l y of W i l l i a m s v i l l e , gave an i n t e r e s t i n g and des‑
c r i p t i v e t a l k and demonstration on some of t h e d r e s s s t y l e s and o t h e r customs of t h e C i v i l Wa r.

Dur ing t h e presentat ion, K a r a Holdenwas chosen to model t h e many undergarments t h a t a l a d y
of t h e 1860 p e r i o d had to contend w i t h . ‘The fi n a l t o u c h was a hoop d r e s s wh i ch l e f t K a r a
standing b e f o r e t h e audience l o o k i n g l i k e a b e a u t i f u l sou the rn B e l l e .

The Boatman presentation was j u s t another example of some of t h e g r e a t programs our program
chairman, Mi les Linnabery, is p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r. L i k e t h e y s a y, “ y o u ' l l never know" i f you
d o n ' t remember to show up on t h e 3 r d Monday evening of each month.* * * * * * * * * *

FEBRUARY MEETINGS:
- P e b . 8 t h : B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r M e e t i n g . W i l s o n Museum, 7:30 P M i

F e b 2 0 t h : P r o g r a m M e e t i n g , M u s e u m , 7 : 3 0 PM. Chris Carlin, N i a g . Co. S h e r i f f .* a+ * * * * ~ * * *

SOUNDINGS:
C h e e r f u l p e o p l e r e s i s t disease better.than grumpy ones . The s u r l y b i r d catches t h e germ.

* ot * A * * * * * *.
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February 1995 (Page 3)
GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: ‘

The l a t e Beat r ice Sal isbury, 99, who passed away May 2 9 , 1993, had a remarkable perception
of e a r l y Wilson and was o f t e n c o n t a c t e d by t h i s w r i t e r f o r confirmat ion of ma te r i a l sometimes
used i n t h e N e w s l e t t e r . She c o u l d remember t h e names o f f o r m e r residents who l i v e d a l o n g t h e
l a k e f r o m Wilson to O l c o t t , and was v e r y knowledgeable a b o u t p e o p l e and even ts in t h e v i l l a g e .
~ . One t ime w e asked h e r t o t e l l u s about some o f t h e p e o p l e she knew who l i v e d i n Wilson when
she was a young l a d y , and w i t h i n a s h o r t t ime she gave u s a r a t h e r impressive l i s t - - c o n s i d e r i n g
i t was " o f f t h e c u f f " .

She r e c a l l e d t h a t D r . John B u r n s p r a c t i s e d medicine i n Wilson f o r o v e r 5 0 y e a r s , and t h a t
D r . Moore was considered a good ve te r i na r y surgeon. She a l s o remembered t h a t H. S a n f o r d was a
R e a l E s t a t e Agen t and Jus t ice o f t h e Peace. Jake M i l l e r o f S u n s e t I s l a n d was a l s o a r e a l e s t a t e
agen t and p r o p r i e t o r o f S u n s e t Beach P a r k .

Some o t h e r e a r l y businessmen included Ta g g a r t & Stevens who opera ted a s t o r e where B a s i l ' s
i s t o d a y. Johnson and Son opera ted a g r o c e r y s t o r e on Young S t r e e t , and E lmer Johnson was P o s t ‑
master f r o m 1897 to 1909. The J . E . P e t t i t c o a l , fl o u r , a r i g r a i n business was l o c a t e d j u s t
s o u t h of t h e depo t , andacross t h e r o a d to t h e n o r t h Johnson and Singer operated t h e Wilson Co ld
A i r S t o r a g e P l a n t .

Since farming was one o f Wi lson 's b a s i c i n d u s t r i e s , H . T r e i c h l e r s o l d f a r m t o o l s and H a r v e s t ‑
i n g machinery. Wi l l i am A l b r i g h t , another f a r m implement d e a l e r was l o c a t e d j u s t sou th of t h e
p r e s e n t Wi lson House R e s t a u r a n t . H e s o l d a l a r g e a r r a y o f f a r m implements i n c l u d i n g wagons,
buggys. and s l e i g h s .

The Fredonia Preserv ing C o . , where P f e i f f e r s i s t o d a y, packed f a n c y f r u i t and v e g e t a b l e s ,
and some p e o p l e may n o t b e aware t h a t f a c t o r i e s were a l s o ope ra ted i n Fredon ia , S i l v e r Creek ,
and Newfane , NY.

Around t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y, many l a r g e fi r e s burned down most o f t h e o l d b u i l d i n g s i n
Wilson which made p l e n t y o f wo rk f o r c o n t r a c t o r s l i k e Hen ry G i l e s , K r u g e r , and Mudge and Wilcox.

S e v e r a l o f Wi lson's r e s o r t h o t e l s a l s o burned down i n c l u d i n g one o f u n u s u a l i n t e r e s t , t h e
Tower H o t e l . I t was l o c a t e d on t h e s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t S t . P a u l ' s Lu theran Church , and boasted
h o t and c o l d running water supp l ied b y a n o u t s i d e w i n d m i l l ; a l o n g distance B e l l Telephone
l i n e , and an Automobile L i v e r y Serv ice.* * * * * * * * * *
DO YOU REMEMBER.....when t h e fi r s t c a f e t e r i a in t h e o l d h i g h schoo l was r u n once a week by
t h e Senior C l a s s to ra i se f u n d s f o r t h e i r Washington t r i p ? If you d o , you a r e an O l d Timer.* * * * * * * * * *
PROMINENT PIONEER:

Wil l iam 0. P e t t i t , son of Samuel and El izabeth O l i ve r P e t t i t , came to Wilson wi th h i s mother
when h e was 2 y r s . o l d f o l l o w i n g t h e death o f h i s f a t h e r i n 1822.

Wi l l iam was born in Broadalb in , Montgomery C o . , N Y, in 1820, and he grew up in Wilson, one
o f 14 ch i ld ren . In 1843 he married Nancy Newman o f Newfane , and they had 5 c h i l d r e n , Harvey,
S i l a s , Emmet, Sarah, and Fred.

Wi l l i am was a f a r m e r , and c u l t i v a t e d t h e s o i l when t h e Wilson area was almost a n unbroken
f o r e s t . His farm was located about a m i l e e a s t of the Douglas Pease fa rm on Wilson-Burt Rd.
He l i v e d a l o n g and u s e f u l l i f e and had a wide circle of f r iends. His m o t h e r, El izabeth O l i ve r
P e t t i t , became t h e t h i r d w i f e o f Reuben Wilson a f t e r whom the town was named.

Wi l l iam joined the Democratic p a r t y b u t never sought ans o f fi c e , p r e f e r r i n g the r e t i r e d or
more p e a c e f u l p o i n t o f view. H e was a l s o a member o f Ontar io Lodge 376 o f Wilson and Chapter
511 of t h e Roya l A r c h Masons

H ewas a member o f C a p t . L u t h e r Wilson's A r t i l l e r y Company G f t h e S t a t e M i l i t i a , and was
e v e n t u a l l y g iven a commission as F i r s t Lieutenant.

He was a l s o an a c t i v e , prominent member of t h e l s t B a p t i s t Church of Wilson be ing one of i t s
const i tuent members and member of t h e Board of Tr u s t e e s f o r e i g h t years. He d ied in 1899.

Members o f t h e P e t t i t fami ly a r e s t i l l l i v i n g in Wi lson inc lud ing Gary P e t t i t o f Galewood
D r i v e who is a g -g -g randson o f Wi l l i am 0. P e t t i t . Ora P e t t i t o f Wilson is t h e g r e a t grandson
o f Wi l l iam P e t t i t ' s b r o t h e r , Reuben P e t t i t . h e P e t t i t f a m i l i e s a r e members o f t h e W i l . H i s . Soc.

~ : * * x * * * * * *

}NEEDED: WOODEN SCHOOL DESKS WITH FANCY FILIGREED METAL SIDES. CALL WANDA BURROWS
Reminiscences and stories f r o m f o r m e r s tuden ts and teachers of t h e Randa l l Road Schoo l ,

jPiSe- # 8 , f o r inc lus ion in a for thcoming book abou t t h e s c h o o l ' s h i s t o r y. P l e a s e send a l l ma‑
a t O WILSON TOWN H A L L ,P.O. Box 537, 375 Lake S t r e e t , Watsons 14172: A t t : Jean Figura.

+ * * k k eO k K O R n d ;
VIDEO TAPING:

On Monday, Feb . 1 3 t h a t 1PM, t h e r e w i l l be a video t a p i n g h e l d in t h e Confe rence Room of t h e
Wilson Town H a l l . Teachers and s t u d e n t s who t a u g h t or a t t e n d e d one-room schoo l s a r e be ing asked
to come ‘and t e l l abou t t h e i r expe r i ences . CAN YOU DONATE A WOODEN DESK WITH METAL SIDES?*x a * * » * * * *

FAIR COMMITTEE MEETING:
The fi r s t meeting of t h i s y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r committee w i l l be h e l d at t h e home of L o i s

Barnum in t h e beg inn ing o f F e b r u a r y. Members o f t h e committee w i l l be advised as to t h e t ime
and d a t e . The f a i r committee, which is appoin ted by t h e Board of D i r e c t o r s , cons is ts of L o i s
Barnum, Chrm. , Gary F i t c h , Danie l K i n g , D a r r e l l S m i t h , and N e t t i e Stimson.

* * * *k * * * * * *
JANUARY MEETING:

Joe Rennie o f B u f f a l o gave a n i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k abou t p o s t c a r d s and showed o l d p o s t c a r d s o n the
screen d u r i n g t h e January meet ing. Scenes d isp layed inc luded ones f r o m 01d Tondwanda, W i l s o n ,
O l c o t t , and t h e C i t y of L o c k p o r t . Refreshments were s e r v e d sy J o y c e Richards and H o y t Desso.

* * * = * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:
. I t ' s a l w a y s easy t o t e l l y o u r s t a t i o n i n l i f e . Sooner o r l a t e r , someone t e l l s you where

O g e t o f f .
x * * * * ed *k Po * *
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PIONEER EXPERIENCE:
Excep t f o r w r i t t e n accounts and s t o r i e s handed down, i t is p r e t t y h a r d f o r anyone today

to imagine what i t must have been l i k e to come i n t o Wi lson 185 yearsagy to t r y and c a r v e a
home o u t o f an u n f r i e n d l y w i lde rness .

H e n r y Lockwood was p r o b a b l y t h e fi r s t wh i t e man to book l a n d f r o m t h e Hol land Land Co.
w i t h i n t h e p resen t confines of t h e town of Wi l son , and h i s cabin was l o c a t e d on l o t n o . 77
in t h e north e a s t sect ion of t h e town a l o n g t h e c r e e k t h a t was named f o r h i m . His cabin
had s p l i t s l a b s f o r a fl o o r and b a r k f r o m t h e t r e e s f o r a r o o f .

The fi r s t rude cabins were made f r o m l o g s , and most were b u i l t a l o n g t h e l a k e - - u s u a l l y b y
Americans who had prev ious ly emigrated to Canada. Many s e t t l e r s b u i l t summer s h e l t e r s w i t h
t h e spacious ou t -o f - doo rs se rv i ng as t h e i r k i t chens . I t g e n e r a l l y t o o k about t h ree o r f o u r
months t o e r e c t t h e cabin and r e p l a c e t h e s h e l t e r , d u r i n g which time cooking was done over
an open fi r e in k e t t l e s suspended on a p o l e between t w o f o r k e d s t i c k s .

The fi r s t c o u p l e yea rs , t h e s e t t l e r s were a b l e to ob ta in prov is ions f r o m Canada, and by
the time they could ra ise t h e i r own g r a i n , they s t i l l had to t a k e it to P o r t Hope or Hamil‑
t on in Canada f o r g r ind ing . One can eas i l y imagine why the s e t t l e r s re jo iced when Reuben
Wilson b u i l t the fi r s t g r i s t m i l l in town.

Most of the cabins a l o n g the l a k e were destroyed by t h e B r i t i s h in the December 24th r a i d
dur ing the War of 1812, and as a r e s u l t t h e pioneers s u f f e r e d g r e a t hardship w i th many moving
f rom the area. When the war ended they re tu rned again and took up the t a s k o f rebu i ld ing
t h e i r homes and improving t h e i r l ands .

Doc to rs were in shor t s u p p l y, and many of t h e pioneers who were subjected to severe
weather condi t ions or i l l ness found l i f e very d i f fi c u l t . Many in j u r i es or sickness had to be
cared f o r by fami ly and f r i e n d s , and the misguided f e l l i n g of a t r e e or s l i p of an axe
might eas i l y r e s u l t i n i n j u r y o r death.

L i v i n g in t h e wilderness d i d have some advantages as t h e streams were u n p o l l u t e d and
prov ided a n abundance o f b a s s , p i k e , and s t u r g e o n . . N u t t r e e s such a s h i c k o r y and b l a c k
w a l n u t a l s o flour ished t h r o u g h o u t t h e a r e a , and a v a r i e t y o f w i l d b e r r i e s , c h e r r i e s , and grapes
were ava i l ab l e f o r t h e tak i ng .

The pioneers of t h e e a r l y 1800 's would no doubt be amazed to see t h e changes t h a t have
t a k e n p l a c e since t h e y fi r s t came h e r e w i t h t h e i r famil ies in oxen-drawn wagons.

The muddy t r a i l s have been r e p l a c e d by a s p h a l t highways, and t h e swamps and v i r g i n f o r e s t
have been c l e a r e d to prov ide thousands o f a c r e s o f f e r t i l e fa rmlands .

The l o g cabins t h a t once served as homes, chu rches , and s c h o o l s , have a l l disappeared
except f o r one or two remaining examples. One c a b i n , in t h e town of Wi lson, is l o c a t e d
on Chestnut Road j u s t e a s t of N o r t h Road.

I t i s s t i l l i n use a l t h o u g h t h e o r i g i n a l l o g s have been covered w i t h s i d i n g . I t was
e r e c t e d b e f o r e t h e B a r g e Cana l was completed th rough Niagara C o u n t y, and a m a r k e r has been
p l a c e d beside i t b y t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

G a r y S. P e t t i t , son of Sidney and Donna P e t t i t o f Wi l son , graduated f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l
School in 1968. In 1969 he e n l i s t e d w i t h t h e U . S . C o a s t Guard and completed h i s bas ic t r a i n ‑
i n g a t Cape May, New J e r s e y.

He was assigned to the U.S.C.G. c u t t e r " B i b " , a 327 f o o t h i g h endurance s h i p , which s a i l e d
o u t of Bos ton on weather p a t r o l s and search and rescue operat ions in t h e N o r t h A t l a n t i c .
They encountered heavy weather on these v e n t u r e s which a l s o inc luded c ru i ses to Europe and
t h e Carr ibean Sea.

I n 1971, h e was t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e base a t S o u t h P o r t l a n d , ME, where h e became a s m a l l
b o a t coxswain and boarding o f fi c e r . Dur ing t h i s h i tch he was c i t e d s e v e r a l times f o r dar ing
rescues o f f t h e Maine coas t w h i l e opera t ing 40 and 44 f o o t rescue c r a f t .

G a r y received h i s discharge in 1975 as P e t t y O f fi c e r , i s t C l a s s , and received t h e Coas t
Guard Good Conduct Medal . A f t e r l e a v i n g t h e s e r v i c e , h e jo ined t h e Harrison Radiator D i v.
o f Genera l Mo to rs a t L o c k p o r t .

G a r y res ides in Wilson and is an a v i d b o w l e r , h u n t e r , fisherman, b o a t e r , and s t o c k c a r
r a c i n g f a n . He a t t ends t h e l s t B a p t i s t Church o f W i l son , and i s a L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson
H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y. He i s t h e g -g -g randsou o f W. O . P e t t i t , one o f Wilson's e a r l y p ioneers.* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT:_Today i s a new page i n t h e h i s t o r y o f y o u r l i f e .* * * * * * * * * *
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SOCIETY OBTAINS MORE LAND: ;

D r . John Badger, D .V.M. o f L o c k p o r t , N Y, h a s donated 5 acres o f l a n d f o r t h e b e n e fi t o f
t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. The p r o p e r t y l i e s a l o n g t h e n o r t h e r nboundary o f t h e
s o c i e t y ' s p resen t grounds, and i s expec ted t o f u l fi l any f u t u r e needs o f t h e s o c i e t y t o expand.

Th is i s n o t t h e fi r s t t ime t h a t t h e s o c i e t y h a s b e n e fi t t e d b y t h e generos i ty o f D r . George
and Rosemary Badger. In t h e f a l l of 1978 t h e y donated f o u r and a h a l f ac res of l a n d which
made i t p o s s i b l e f o r t h e s o c i e t y t o e r e c t t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g and t h e D r . John Argue Memorial
Automobile B u i l d i n g .

The land ‘was i n i t i a l l y dedicated a s "Hojack P a r k " and a m a r k e r e rec ted o n t h e s i t e bear ing
t h e names of t h e donors. The l a n d was l a t e r t i l e d r a i n e d , seeded, and landscaped. In a d d i t i o n ,
Memorial t r e e s have been p l a n t e d o n t h e grounds and i d e n t i fi e d w i t h p laques .

The l a t e s t g i f t o f l a n d w i l l a l l o w t h e soc ie t y to expand the s i t e on which t h e Randa l l Road
Schoolhouse w i l l be p l a c e d , b u t t h e Planning Board w i l l be responsib le f o r making recommenda‑
t i o n s to t h e Board o f D i rec to rs f o r use o f t h e remain ing acreage.

D o c t o r Badger, a fo rmer res iden t o f Wi lson , a t tended t h e Veter inary School a t C o r n e l l
U n i v e r s i t y. H e marr ied Rosemary G a f n e y, a f o r m e r home economics teacher a t Wilson C e n t r a l
S c h o o l , and t h e y made t h é i r home o n L a k e S t r e e t where h e s t a r t e d p r a c t i s i n g h i s p r o f e s s i o n i n
1935. I n 1946, t h e Badgers moved t o L o c k p o r t where t h e y now r e s i d e .* * * * * * * * * *
1995 QUILT READY:

Qu i l t t i c k e t s f o r t h i s y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r a r e enc losed w i t h t h i s N e w s l e t t e r , and w e
u r g e a l l ou r members and f r i e n d s to suppor t t h e s o c i e t y in i t s e f f o r t to r a i s e funds f o r
expenses. P l e a s e r e t u r n you r t i c k e t s t u b s and donat ions to B e t t y , Box 162, Wi lson, NY - 14172.

The b e a u t i f u l "Around t h e Wor ld " hand-sewn q u i l t is completed, and t h e s o c i e t y is g r a t e f u l
t o B e t t y f o r p r o v i d i n g a q u i l t t h e l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s . A s p e c i a l " thank y o u " i s a l s o i n o r d e r
t o Alma McGrath o f L o c k p o r t who h a s made and donated t h e b e a u t i f u l hand-sewn t a b l e c l o t h s used
f o r 2nd p r i z e . We understand t h a t , because of a r t h r i t i c p rob lems, Alma w i l l no l o n g e r be a b l e
t o make any more t a b l e c l o t h s f o r t h e s o c i e t y, b u t t h e societv appreciates h e r p a s t h e l p .

Bob Schearer of Wilson has carved a d i s t i n c t i v e wood carv ing-whtch the . s o c i e t y ’uses f o r
t h i r d p r i z e . W e a r e f o r t u n a t e t o have someone w i t h h i s t a l e n t devote h i s t ime and energy f o r
t h e s o c i e t y. A "Wilson Sketchbook" and two soc ie t y cookbooks w i l l a l s o be awarded.

Vo l u n t e e r s l i k e B e t t y , A l m a , and B o b , have he lped make t h e a n n u a l quilt-‐drawing unique,
b u t t h e i r e f f o r t s and t h e e f f o r t s of o t h e r s would be f o r naught wi thout t h e generos i ty and
support o f our many members and f r i e n d s .* * * * * * * * * *
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Glen Peters Wilson, J r . , o f L iv ings ton, Texas , has jo ined the L i f e Membership C lass o f t h e
Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty. He was bo rn in A lb ion , NY in 1929, and i s the son o f G len Fred
Wilson and Dora Al ice Pete rs o f K u c k v i l l e , NY.

H e had two chi ldren b y h i s fi r s t w i f e , E v e l y n K i l p a t r i c k ; Ricky Glen and Debra Louise o f
Orange, Ca l i f o rn ia . He a l s o had two ch i l d ren by h i s 2nd w i f e , E l s ie Henshaw; Lynn Wilson
of Ogden, U t a h , and Christopher G l e n Wilson of San J o s e , Ca l i f o rn ia .

G l e n , J r . , i s i n Aerospace L o g i s t i c s ; a member o f t h e United Methodist Church; t h e E l k s ;
the "Escapees" RV Club; and the Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty.

He enjoys g o l f , working w i t h computers, and genealog ica l research. He j o i n e d t h e Navy
a f t e r graduat ing f r o m h i g h s c h o o l , and served 4 y e a r s on t h e U . S . S B o x e r d u r i n g t h e Korean
War. He received h i s honorab le discharge as an Av ia t ion Meta lsmi th , 3 rd C lass (AMS).

G l e n is d i r e c t l y descended f r o m Wi lson 's f o u n d e r , Reuben Wi lson, t h r o u g h Reuben's s o n ,
A l e x a n d e r, who marr ied Cather ine E f n e r . T h e i r s o n , Valentine Alexander W i l s o n , marr ied Susan
A. Phe lps ; and t h e i r son , Frederick E. Wilson marr ied Lot t ie D. F u l l e r . G l e n Fred Witson
marr ied Dor is A l i ce P e t e r s , and t h e i r son i s G l e n P e t e r s Wi lson, J r . - - o u r l a t e s t L i f e Member.* * * * * * * * * *
FORMER G . S . ERADER HONORED:

The l a t e Mi ld red E. Croop, who devoted n e a r l y 40 y e a r s o f h e r l i f e as a Brownie and I n t e r ‑
mediate G i r l S c o u t Leader in W i l s o n , has been recognized by Nyoda G i r l Scou t C o u n c i l , Huron ,
South D a k o t a ,a s a member o f t h e H a l l o f Fame.|

The H a l l o f Fame was estab l ished in 1992 to hohor ind iv idua ls who made a d i f fe rence in t h e
l i v e s of g i r l s in Scout ing t h r o u g h t h e i r t ime and t a l e n t .

M i l d red was nominated f o r r e c o g n i t i o n by a granddaughter in H u r o n , Donna H u e h l , who is a l s o
d e v o t i n g p a r t o f h e r t ime to G i r l Scout ing .

hd * * * * * * * * ~
LOOKING FORWARD TO JUNE:

P r o g r a m Chairman, M i l e s Linnabery, is a l r e a d y work ing on a program f o r t h e a n n u a l d inner
meeting in J u n e . He hopes to r e v i v e t h e magic of t h e 3 0 ' s by h o l d i n g a "Mood I n d i g o " t y p e
dinner dance and r e c r e a t e t h e " I n d i g o e r s " , a Wilson dance orchest ra t h a t p l a y e d back t h e n .

The " Ind igoers" were organized in t h e 1930's to h e l p b e a t t h e "Depression B l u e s " , and
t h e i r theme song was t h e p o p u l a r h i t o f t h e d a y, "Mood I n d i g o " .

M a r j o r i e Crossman H u r l b u r t was t h e rehearsa l superv i so r, and t h e band was composed o f
Ron Hambl in, p iano; L a r r y Pease , saxaphone; Richard Loomis, saxaphone; H a r r y Hambl in,
t rumpet ; P e t e B u r m a s t e r, Bass ; and W i l l i e Rockwood, drums.

The " Ind igoers " p layed f o r dances on "Sunse t I s l a n d " f r o m 1930 th rough 1934.* * * * * * * * * * .
DID YOU KNOW...THAT THE S a l t B a t t e r y , (opposite F t . George at Youngstown) was b u i l t of 400

bags o f s a l t ? * * * * * * * * * x
SOUNDINGS:

F o r every p e r s o n who works h a r d to l o s e we igh t , t h e r e a r e a dozen wish fu l shr inkers.* * * * * * * * * *



March 1995 (Page 3)
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Chairmen appointed by t h e Board to head-up t h e var ious w o r k areas a r e : Doro thy M a x fi e l d ,
C u r a t o r ; Ekh@anor M y e r s , Barnum B u i l d i n g ; E d A l l g e i e r , F i t t r o Shop; E l t o n K r o p p , Grounds;
Gary F i t c h , Cons t ruc t ion ; H o y t & Nor ie D e s s o , Depot ; A r t h u r Schnoor, Planning Board; Wa l l y
Goodman & C l a r k St imson, D r . John A r g u e A u t o B u i l d i n g ; D a r r e l l S m i t h , Caboose; Ar thur
S c h n o o r, Nominations; Micky H u n t e r , Breezeway & S h e l t e r ; and Wanca B u r r o w s , Schoolhouse.

Mot ion was approved to h o l d t h e I c e Cream S o c i a l and Band C o n c e r t on t h e museum grounds ,
Augus t 6 , 1995, f r o m 2:00 to 4 :00 PM.

Wanda Bur rows announced that a good response is b e i n g h a d to t h e reques t f o r schoo l desks
f o r t h e R a n d a l l Road S c h o o l h o u s e , M o r e a r e n e e d e d , h o w e v e r, s o any donations o f wooden s c h o o l
desks w i t h . fi l i g r e e m e t a l s ides would be apprec ia ted. C a l l 751-6704 i f y o u can h e l p .

* * * * * * * * * bi

IN MEMORIAM:
W i l l i s E. Rockwood, 7 7 , d ied Februa ry 5, 1995, at I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane. He

was a n a t i v e o f Wi lson, and t h e son o f Edward and Agnes S c h e f fl e r Rockwood.
H e r e t i r e d f r o m t h e L o c k p o r t F e l t C o . N e w f a n e , i n 1977 where h e was employed a s a weaver.

H e was a member o f E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church; t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y ; and a f o r m e r
member o f t h e Wilson Ya c h t C l u b ; t h e L i o n s C l u b ; and t h e " I n ¢ i g o e r ' s Band" .
He is survived by h i s w i f e , Bea t r i ce Hahn Rockwood; two d a u g h t e r s , Ly n n Spina of Ransomvil le;
and Ka thy Yerdon of Wi lson; a l s o two grandsons, s e v e r a l n i eces , and cousins.

B u r i a l was i n t h e N o r t h Ridge Cemetery, Cambria, w i t h R e v. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
FAIR IS MAY 29TH:

Th is y e a r, t h e s o c i e t y ' s Memorial Day F a i r w i l l b e h e l d o n May 2 9 t h , 1995, f r o m 1 0 t o 5PM.
Main a t t r a c t i o n s w i l l b e l a r g e F l e a M a r k e t ; Q u i l t Drawing; Antique C a r s ; and p o p u l a r Chicken
Bar-B-Que by Ch iave t ta . Av a r i e t y o f f o o d s w i l l i n c l u d e B e e f on Weck; H o t Dogs; Home-made P i e ;
Funne l Cakes; and S o f t Dr inks.

V i s i t o r s w i l l be a b l e to t a k e advantage of F r e e P a r k i n g and f r e e S h u t t l e Bus serv ice b e ‑
tween t h e v i l l a g e and museum grounds . The t o w n ' s b r a v e war ve te rans w i l l be honored a t noon.

M a r k your ca lendars now and p l a n t o spend a c a r e f r e e , f u n - fi l l e d Memorial Day i n Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

R o b e r t Sa l i sbu ry and h i s w i f e , E d i t h , p l a n to c e l e b r a t e t h e i r 50 th Wedding Anniversary on
May 1 3 , 1995. Bob l i v e s in So. Lake Tahoe, C A . , and would l i k e to t r y and fl y here f o r t h e
dedication of the Randall Road Schoolhouse, i f t h a t comes about. He is a nephew of H a z e l
Sal isbury of Wilson. * * * * * * * * * *
EARNS RECOGNITION:

Joshua Smith, a Junior member of t h e soc ie ty and 4 t h grade p u p i l at Thomas Marks School ,was
r e c e n t l y awarded a "Magnificent Work" c e r t i fi c a t e by h i s t e a c h e r, Miss A n d r i t z , f o r being
the most valuable student in h i s c l a s s f o r a 20 week pe r i od . Josh is the son of D a r r e l i and
S a l l y Smith of Wilson. * * * * * * * * * *
WANTED.....ALIVE:

Schoo l teachers or s tudents who at tended t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse--we'd l i k e to g e t
y o u r names o n t h e school r e g i s t e r . S t o r i e s about you r s c h o o l days a r e needed. Send any
informat ion you have to P. O . B o x 537, A t t : Jean F i g u r a , or c a l l Wanda B u r r o w s , (751-6704).* * * * * * * * * +
MARCH MEETINGS:

A meeting of t h e f a i r committee w i l l be h e l d at L o i s Barnum's on March 2nd at 7:00PM
The Board of Di rectors w i l l meet at t h e museum, March 8 t h at 7:30 PM.
On March 2 0 t h , B i l l Rose w i l l be gues t speaker at t h e month ly meet ing. The sub jec t f o r

B i l l ' s t a l k w i l l be "Back Door to Camp Dav id . "
Ref reshment hos tesses f o r t h e evening w i l l be D o n n a F r i t t o n a n d S a n d y E v a n s .

*k * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Ru th D e n t o f Wilson h a s donated a 46 s t a r fl a g ; C h i l d ' s book of P o e t r y (1892) ; Song
Book (1915) ; P e t e r s o n s Magazine (1883) ; L i t t l e H e l p e r s (1884) ; A g r i c u l t u r a l Almanac (1893);
L o c k p o r t D a i l y Union (1887); Deposit Seed C a t a l o g (1919) ;Ra l ly Day Programs (1901,1906,1907,
1913,1914); E a s t e r P rog ram (1908) ; White Sewing Machine Co . Ad; Our Nat iona l Songs (1897) ;
L o c k p o r t Furn i ture J o u r n a l (1886) ; and P r i c e L i s t " R u s s e l l s Designs" (1884-5) .* * * * * * * * * *
KNOW YOUR BY-LAWS:

PURPOSE: The purpose o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y s h a l l b e t o p rese rve f o r p o s t e r i t y
t h e h i s t o r i c a l reco rds and memorabil ia of t h e town of Wilson.

MEMBERSHIP: The membership s h a l l c o n s i s t of p e r s o n s 18 y r s . or o l d e r who a r e in te res ted
i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e town.

Any person under 1 8 y r s . o f age may become a Junior Member wi thout v o t i n g p r i v i l e g e .
A L i f e Membership s h a l l be a v a i l a b l e to any person who tenders t h e p resc r ibed dues.
O f fi c e r s and Chairman must b e members o f t h e s o c i e t y.
Any ac t i ve member, 8 5 y r s . o r o l d e r , becomes a n H o n o r a r y member.
DUES: Annual dues f o r marr ied c o u p l e s , s i n g l e pe rsons , and j u n i o r s , s h a l l be determined

by t h e Board of D i rec tors . ( C u r r e n t dues a r e : Coup les , $8.00; S ing les , $5.00;& J u n i o r s , $ 1 . 0 0 . )
L i f e membership f e e s a r e c u r r e n t l y $150 p e r pe rson u n l e s s otherwise determined by t h e Board.
Annual dues s h a l l be payab le by January l s t ,

no l o n g e r be considered an a c t i v e member.
* * * *& - * = * %

FINAL THOUGHT: If you t e l l t h e t r u t h , y o u never have to remember what you s a i d .* * * * * * * bo * *

and any member in arrears on February l s t s h a l l
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BUILDING A HOME IN THE WILDERNESS:
An i n t e r e s t i n g newspaper a r t i c l e w r i t t e n in 1909 by one of Ransomvi l le 's e a r l y p ioneers,

Hannah B a k e r , dea ls w i t h some of t h e hardships many of them had to cope w i t h in t h e 1820's.
Ransomville l i e s p a r t l y w i t h i n Wilson at t h e southwest c o r n e r of t h e town. Some e x c e r p t s
f r o m h e r account f o l l o w :

"About 1822, my f e t h e r was l i v i n g in Canandaigua and decided to j o i n some f r i e n d s in
t h e ' f a r w e s t ' , and t o o k o u t an a r t i c l e f o r l a n d f r o m t h e H o l l a n d Land Company.

‘Preparat ions were made f o r a journey of 100 m i l e s in wagons, and every th ing in t h e way
of household necess i t ies such as d r i e d f r u i t and v e g e t a b l e and fl o w e r seeds were inc luded.

'The t r i p a l o n g t h e Ridge t o A v e r i l l ' s C o r n e r s , where w e s t r u c k t h e N o r t h Woods, was d e ‑
l i g h t f u l , b u t t h e l a n d f r o m t h a t p o i n t o n was swampy, s o w e had t o abandon o u r wagons and
repack o u r goods on queer - l ook ing s l e d s .

' A p l a c e was ho l lowed o u t f o r t h e c h i l d r e n , and m y mothe r f o l l o w e d a l o n g behind weeping
at t h e prospec t of having a home in such dismal surroundings. G r e a t c a r e had to be used
to prevent the sleds being over turned in t h e mud and water as we made our way over stumps
and r o o t s o f t r e e s .

'Near the s i t e of the present v i l l a g e of Ransomvi l le , we received a h e a r t y welcome at t h e
home o f m y f a t h e r ' s s i s t e r , Mrs . Newton Phelps. A few t r e e s were f e l l e d and a house was
b u i l t on t h e s i t e . (1971 loca t ion of t h e Ransomville F i r e S t a t i o n )

‘ I t was a r e g u l a t i o n l o g house. The chinks were fi l l e d w i t h mud, and t h e shingles were
home-made and fastened to t h e r a f t e r s by pegs and p o l e s in t h e absence of n a i l s .

‘When the chimney reached the chamber floo r, (2nd .s to ry l o f t ) a b i g p o l e was placed across
to suppor t a chain f rom which a k e t t l e was hung. The p o l e s ta r ted o u t as a green l o g , b u t
sometimes the roar ing fi r e burned it in two and away went our dinner.

'The chimney was made o f s t i c k s l a i d up cob - fash ion , and p las te red w i t h mud, o f which the re
was p l e n t y . A t t h e doorway a b l a n k e t was hung u n t i l a doo r w i t h wooden h inges c o u l d b e made.
Th is was t h e o n l y p r o t e c t i o n between w o l v e s and b a b i e s , y e t I n e v e r hea rd o f a house be ing
en te red by a w i l d b e a s t .

'A greased paper served f o r a g l a s s u n t i l one c o u l d be procured . The house had no p a r t i ‑
t i o n s and in one corner was t h e bed under which was p l a c e d t h e ch i ld rens ' t r u n d l e bed. A
home-made t a b l e and c h a i r s completed t h e f u r n i s h i n g s .

' I n f r o n t of t h e house s t o o d a l a r g e stump which my f a t h e r fashioned i n t o a bak ing oven.
H e l e v e l e d i t and covered i t w i t h mud t h e n l a i d a con i ca l p i l e o f wood upon t h e mud m o r t a r
l eav ing a doorway in f r o n t . A round s t i c k coa ted w i t h mud was inse r ted in t h e back nea r
t h e stump, and t h e p i l e was t h e n coated w i t h mud w i t h i n and without and fi r e d , making a c l a y
oven. The s t i c k t h a t was inse r ted be ing burned o u t fo rmed t h e d r a f t .

‘S ince space was needed f o r t h e c o r n , w h e a t , fl a x , and o r c h a r d , t h o s e g rand t r e e s were
f e l l e d and burned. W e c r i e d "shame" and “ w a s t e " , b u t what those pioneers needed was space,
n o t wood.

'The d r i n k i n g w a t e r was obtained f r o m s h a l l o w h o l e s n e a r t h e house wh ich , when fi l l e d w i t h
water and l e a v e s , became a breeding p l a c e f o r i n f r u s a r i a and disease. F e v e r and ague seized
t h e e a r l y s e t t l e r s w i t h a fi e n d i s h g r a s p and shook them t i l l t h e i r t e e t h c h a t t e r e d and t h e i r
bones ached. Then f o l l o w e d a b u r n i n g f e v e r , accompanied by wracking pa ins in t h e head
and back and melancho ly.

'The p e o p l e g o t w e l l , t h e c l e a r i n g s increased i n s i z e , g r a i n g l i s t e n e d i n t h e s u n , and i n
t h e s lash ings l u c i o u s b lackber r ies r ipened. P r o s p e r i t y t u r n e d h e r s m i l i n g f a c e toward t h e
l i t t l e c o l o n y .

‘ I n e a r l y days t h e s e t t l e r s p a i d $1.25 t o $2.50 a n a c r e f o r l a n d w i t h one t e n t h down
and t h e remainder in easy payments. It was n o t uncommon f o r men to w a l k to Batav ia to make
t h e i r payments, sometimes t a k i n g t h e i r l a s t h o r s e or team of oxen f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . "* * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS:

The Board of Di rectors w i l l meet A p r i l 1 2 t h , 7 :30 PMat t h e museum.
Bob K o b l e r o f B u f f a l o w i l l speak on B u f f a l o Brewer ies , r e g u l a r meeting on A p r i l 17 th ,7 :30PM.

Refreshment H o s t e s s e s , A p r i l 1 7 t h : Anne R o h r i n gand Sandie Wilson.
* * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS:
Yo u must admit y rumb le rs a r e h a r d worke rs - - t hey neve r t a k e a day o f f .* * * * * * * * * *
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CANAL HELPED OPEN FRONTIER:

Many of t h e v i l l a g e s and c i t i e s w i t h i n Niagara C o u n t y owe t h e i r v e r y existence and g r o w t h
to t h e completion of t h e E r i e C a n a l in 1825 , and some of Wi lson 's e a r l y f a m i l i e s made t h e i r
way i n t o t h e area b y u s i n g i t .

A t one t ime t h e C a n a l was j o k i n g l y r e f e r r e d t o a s " C l i n t o n ' s D i t c h " , b u t i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g
t o n o t e t h a t Jesse Hawley was one o f t h e p r i n c i p l e p l a y e r s c o n t r i b u t i n g t o i t s b e i n g b u i l t .

R e f e r r e d t o b y some h i s t o r i a n s a s t h e " F a t h e r o f t h e E r i e C a n a l " , Hawley began t o promote
t h e idea a s e a r l y a s 1805. Some o f h i s a r t i c l e s a t t r a c t e d t h e a t t e n t i o n o f G o v e r n o r C l i n t o n
who r e a l i z e d t h a t such a C a n a l wou ld open u p a wide new area o f New Yo r k S t a t e .

The Governor used h i s i n fl u e n c e t o back t h e p l a n , and when t h e Cana l o f fi c i a l l y opened o n
O c t o b e r 26 , 1825, t h e governor was accompanied by Hawley on t h e "Seneca C h i e f " - - t h e fi r s t
b o a t t o t r a n s v e r s e t h e f u l l l e n g t h o f t h e c a n a l . A k e g o f w a t e r f r o m Lake E r i e was a l s o t r a n s ‑
po r ted f r o m B u f f a l o to Sandy Hook where it was ceremoniously poured i n t o A t l a n t i c wa te rs .

H a w l e y acquired l a n d n o r t h o f t h e c a n a l be tween Tr a n s i t anc P r o s p e c t S t r e e t s i n L o c k p o r t ,
b u t i t was 1836 b e f o r e h e p e r m a n e n t l y moved t o t h e L o c k C i t y . Hawley S t r e e t was named a f t e r
h im in r e c o g n i t i o n of h i s many achievements--the f o r e m o s t be ing , perhaps, h i s championing of
t h e E r i e C a n a l . He d ied in 1842 a t age 6 9 , and was l a i d to r e s t i n Co ld S p r i n g Cemete ry.* * * * * * * * * *
SHERIFF"S DEPARTMENT HISTORY;

Chr is topher J . C a r l i n , a n I n v e s t i g a t o r w i t h t h e Niagara C o u n t y S h e r i f f ' s Depar tmen t , r e ‑
c e n t l y gave a n i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k abou t t h e depar tment a t a r e c e n t meet ing o f t h e S o c i e t y.

C h r i s , a member of t h e s o c i e t y, h a s j u s t re leased a n e w l y publ ished h i s t o r y on t h e Niagara
County S h e r i f f Depar tment , " p r o t e c t i n g N iaga ra - -a H i s t o r y o f t h e N iag . Co. S h e r i f f O f fi c e . "

The book chron ic les t h e l i v e s of Niagara Coun ty S h e r i f f s f r o m 1808 to t h e p r e s e n t , and i n ‑
Cludes t h e evo lu t ion of t h e depar tment ; h i s t o r i e s o f t h e j a i l s ; and s t o r i e s o f major even ts
i n v o l v i n g S h e r i f f s o t t h e t imes.

Among these a r e headl ine murders and a s s a u l t s ; d e t a i l e d events t h a t t o o k p l a c e d u r i n g
P r o h i b i t i o n ; and t h e r e s u r g e n c e o f t h e K u K l u x K l a n . F i n a l l y , some o f t h e major j a i l escapes
a r e descr ibed.

The book is a v a i l a b l e by c o n t a c t i n g C h r i s C a r l i n a t 2644 West L a k e Road, Ransomv i l l e , 14131,
or c a l l 791-3070. The c o s t is $10 p e r book p l u s $3 sh ipp ing . Th is is a l i m i t e d and numbered
fi r s t e d i t i o n p r i n t i n g o f 750 b o o k s .

Spec ia l N o t e : I f anyone h a s any i tems pe r ta i n i ng to t h e Niagara County S h e r i f f ' s Department ,
and would be w i l l i n g to e i t h e r dona te them to t h e depar tment or a l l o w Chr is C a r l i n to document
them, p lease contact him at 791-3070.

Inves t i ga to r Ca r l i n has noted t h a t i t i s hoped to e v e n t u a l l y se t -up a h i s t o r i c a l d i sp lay
at t h e S h e r i f f Department.:, and t h a t is why they a r e in terested in obta in ing anything t h a t
would per ta in to the Department such as un i f o rms , badges, photographs, e t c .

* * ke OK me * * * k

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
The Board o f Directors o f the Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty i s composed o f the fo l l ow ing

o f fi c e r s : Donald B u r r o w s , Pres ident ; Gary F i t c h , Vice-Pres ident ; Norman M a c A s k i l l , 2nd Vice ‑
Pres ident ; Richard Schmidle, Recording S e c r e t a r y ; Wanda B u r r o w s , Corresponding S e c r e t a r y ;
James Wald ron , T r e a s u r e r ; Dorothy M a x fi e l d , C u r a t o r ; A r t Schnoor, Planning Board Chrm., and
t r u s t e e ; M i l t o n " O l l i e " C l a r k , t r u s t e e ; F loyd (Red) C l a r k , t r u s t e e ; Wa l l y Goodman, t r u s t e e ;
Anne F a e r y, t r u s t e e ; D a r r e l l S m i t h , t r u s t e e ; N e t t i e S t imson , t r u s t e e ; C a r o l e S c h n o o r,
t r u s t e e ; and L o i s Ba rnum, t r u s t e e . A l s o , H o n o r a r y T r u s t e e s , W a l t e r E v a n s , Town Superv isor ;
E l e a n o r Myers, Town H i s t o r i a n ; and Don C r o o p , Past-President .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

E s t h e r A l b r i g h t , 8 7 , died o n March 6 , 1995, a t t h e Newfane Hea l th F a c i l i t y f o l l o w i n g a l o n g
i l l n e s s . She was a n a t i v e of Wilson and t h e daughter o f Danie l and E t t a Hatch Campbe l l . She
was a l i f e l o n g member of t h e E x l e y Un i ted Methodist Church of Wi lson; a f o r m e r M a t r o n of t h e
Wilson Chapter o f t h e E a s t e r n S t a r ; and H o n o r a r y Member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

She graduated f r o m Wilson H i g h S c h o o l in 1926, and continued h e r education at B r y a n t and
S t r a t t o n Business S c h o o l . She worked s e v e r a l yea rs a s a s e c r e t a r y f o r Dupon t Research i n
B u f f a l o , and r e t i r e d i n 1970 f r o m t h e Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l .

She i s surv ived b y a s o n , C o l . Dan ie l A l b r i g h t o f Wichi ta F a l l s , T X ; a d a u g h t e r , Cynth ia
( g e r a l d ) Townsend of Youngs town; two s i s t e r , L u c i l l e ( W i l l i a m ) K i r c h o f f o f S a n f o r d , F L ; and
Dora Wakeman of Wilson.

Serv ices were h e l d at E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church and b u r i a l was in Greenwood Cemetery
w i t h R e v. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g .

* *¥ * * * * ¥ * * *
AGRICULTURAL FAMILY:

John Goodrich of Columbus H e i g h t s , MN, a f o r m e r Niagara Coun ty A g e n t f o r 14 yea rs and one
o f N i a g a r a ' s t o p f r u i t g rowers , w r o t e r e c e n t l y t h a t h e was g l a d t o h e a r t h a t h i s former
L a k e Road home has been purchased b y a c o u p l e who a r e p a i n t i n g and r e h a b i l i t a t i n g i t .

J o h n ' s s o n , P h i l Goodr ich, a l s o h a s a n i n t e r e s t i n a g r i c u l t u r e . H e earned a M a s t e r s degree
i n A g r i c u l t u r a l Engineering a t C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y, and a P. H . D . f r o m Purdue U n i v e r s i t y. H e i s
c u r r e n t l y a p r o f e s s o r i n h i s fi e l d a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Minnesota.

P h i l ' s son a l s o gradua ted f r o m Purdue and h o l d s down a j o b i n A g r i c u l t u r a l Engineer ing a t
H a r r i s b u r g , PA.

J o h n ' s 1 a t e w i f e , Marion D o w n e s , was a f o r m e r teache r a t L o c k p o r t H i g h S c h o o l .* * * * * * * * * *
DID YOU K N O W. . . . . t h a t t h e l s t s team ra i lway o n t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r r a n between B u f f a l o and

Niagara F a l l s in 1836?
we ke kK kK &€ &F & & * ok

BON MOT:
I f i t w e r e n ' t f o r t h e l a s t minu te , a l o t o f t h i n g s w o u l d n ' t g e t done.* * *"* * * * * * *
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1995 FEDERATION MEETING:

1eNiagara C o u n t y Federation of H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t i es w i l l meet at t h e Niagara Coun ty
Museum o n A p r i l 29 th w i t h r e g i s t r a t i o n a t 9:00 A M( C o f f e e and Donuts) . Lunch w i l l b e a t
Wagner ' s R e s t a u r a n t . (Bee f o n weck o r g r a v y , f r e s h f r u i t p l a t e , chicken a l a K i n g )

P r o g r a m s t a r t s : 9:30 A M w i t h a Welcome address b y Eunice H e r n b e r g e r, P r e s . o f t h e Niagara
County Federation. At 9:45 AM, Anne Marie B r o g a n w i l l speak on "The Theodore Rooseve l t I n a u g u r a l
Nat ional H i s t o r i c S i t e . " ; At 10:30 AMP a t r i c i a Hamm w i l l speak on "preservation of Pape r
Documents." :

A t 1 :15 PM, Dennis F a r m e r w i l l g i v e a n "Update o n F o r t N i a g a r a . " ; A t 2:00 PM, J a y C l a u s e
w i l l t a l k a b o u t t h e " Tu s c a r o r a Wampum B e l t s . " ; a t 2 : 4 5 , L a n c e Speer w i l l speak o n " L i t e I m p r e s ‑
s ions o f R o c h e s t e r , New Yo r k .

Reservations shou ld be made w i t h Barbara Hathaway, 7030 Co lon ia l D r i v e , Niagara F a l l s , N Y,
14305 no l a t e r t h a n A v r i l 1 7 t h . F e e , $12.00 p e r p e r s o n . The Federation Representative f o r
t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i s , Norman M a c A s k i l l , 2nd Vice -Pres iden t .

* * *& *& * * * * * *
MUSEUM TO REOPEN:

The W i l s o n Museum w i l l reopen to v i s i t o r s on Sunday afternoon, A p r i l 2, 1995, f r o m 2 to 4PM.
As has b e e n t h e cus tom, a member o f t h e Board o f D i rec to rs w i l l b e p r e s e n t each Sunday to open
and c l o s e t h e museum at 2 and 4 PM. Prospect ive h o s t e s s e s s w i l l be contacted by Mar jo ry Lede r ‑
h o u s e , C h r m . , abou t a d a t e on which to v o l u n t e e r to g r e e t v i s i t o r s . D i rec to rs * and Hostesses
who w i l l s e r v e i n A p r i l a r e a s f o l l o w s :

A p r i l 2 n d , L o i s B a r n u m * , Janice and R a n d a l l Zahno; A p r i l 9 t h , Donald B u r r o w s * , Neva and
Haro ld Bened ic t ; A p r i l 1 6 t h , EASTER- museum c l o s e d ; A p r i l 2 3 r d , F l o y d C l a r k * , C e l e s t e
Crawford and He len H o r t o n ; A p r i l 3 0 t h , " O l l i e " C l a r k * , Lo r ine A l l g e i e r and Jeanne Nab lo .

P l e a s e N o t e : If an emergency a r i ses and a D i r e c t o r * is u n a b l e to open t h e museum on t h e i r
designated Sunday, P l e a s e n o t i f y e i t h e r Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , o r Ga ry F i t c h , V i c e - P r e s . , s o t h a t
a rep lacement may be provided. * * * * * * * * * *
SPECIAL REMINDER:

The r e g u l a r mon th l y meetings o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y a r e h e l d o n t h e 3 r d Monday
evening each month s t a r t i n g a t 7:30 PM. N o program meet ings a r e h e l d i n J u l y o r A u g u s t .

The Board of D i rec to r meetings a r e h e l d on t h e 2nd Wednesday of each month , Janua ry t h r o u g h
December, s t a r t i n g at 7:30 PM. I t is essen t i a l t h a t a l l d i r e c t o r s a t t e n d a l l meet ings so t h a t
t h e s o c i e t y ' s business may b e conducted i n a proper manner.

* *& * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

Welcome our l a t e s t new members, P a u l and Sharon P e t t i t of Georgetown, Texas.You can keep your
membership r o l l up to date by adding t h e i r names now.

The names o f the f o l l o w i n g members should a l s o b e added t o your r o l l : Dennis Meier 751-9132;
Mi ldred S c h o u l t z , 751-6723; Mark and Ju l ie Smi th , 433-6086; and Wil l iam Munch, G ibson ton , FL.* * * * * * * * * *
THE LIFE MEMBERSHIP CLASS; 7 :

This i s a rem inder t h a t a l l members and f r i ends o f the Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty may j o i n
the L i f e Membership Class by making a one-time payment of $150 d o l l a r s . There a r e s e v e r a l
good reasons to do so.

I n a d d i t i o n t o r e c e i v i n g a l l p r i v i l e g e s o f membership p l u s t h e mon th l y N e w s l e t t e r , you w i l l
n o l o n g e r pay a n n u a l dues a s l o n g a s you l i v e .

Yo u r donat ion w i l l be deposited in t h e Endowment Fund where it w i l l provide t h e soc ie t y
w i t h a g r e a t e r income than i f y o u were a n a n n u a l member. 40% o f t h e i n t e r e s t earned b y your
g i f t w i l l remain in t h e fund to h e l p it g r o w, whi le 60% may be used f o r everyday expenses.
A l s o , you r money w i l l continue t o e a r n i n t e r e s t f o r t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty l o n g a f t e r you a r e
gone.

When you j o i n t h e L i f e Membership C l a s s you a c t u a l l y c rea te a l i v i n g memor ia l , as your name
is engraved on a b r a s s p l a t e and a t tached to a p l a q u e on t h e museum w a l l .

Perhaps b e i n g a L i f e Member is o n e of t h e b e s t ways you can h e l p to insu re t h e f u t u r e of
t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty i n Wi lson. Since t h e program was i n i t i a t e d , 137 persons have become
L i f e Members o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD REPORTS:

Motion approved to g r a n t request by C a r o l Har twig of t h e Wilson Business Associat ion to h o l d
an E a s t e r egg h u n t on t h e museum grounds , A p r i l 1 5 t h , a t noon.

A w o r k d e t a i l was announced to do c l e a n - u p work at t h e museum Saturday morning, March 11 t h .
The f o l l o w i n g members repor ted : Don B u r r o w s , G a r y F i t c h , E l t o n K r o p p , PaUL H o l d e n , Dan & Kevin
K ing &D.Croop. D a r r e l l Smith donated an u p r i g h t vacuum c l e a n e r f o r use in t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g .

P r e s . B u r r o w s announced t h a t two impor tan t meetings of t h e P lann ing Board and Finance Comm's
should b e h e l d p r o m p t l y . Jim Wa l d r e n , T r e a s . , r epo r ted t h a t expenses t o da te have been $1927.53* * * * * * * * * *
FAIR UPDATE:

A new a t t r a c t i o n a t t h i s y e a r ' s f a i r w i l l b e t h e Niagara Experience P l a y e r s who w i l l p r e s e n t
a musical r e v i e w, "The Bea t Goes On" f e a t u r i n g music f r o m t h e 1950 's t h r o u g h t h e 1990 ' s . There
w i l l be two one-hour per formances on t h e museum grounds at 1:00 and 3:00 PM.

Area Chairmen who w i l l have c h a r g e of t h i s y e a r ' s f a i r w i l l b e : S h i r l e y Linneback & S h i r l e y
H u n t e r , chicken b a r - b - q u e ; Melinca H u t c h i s o n , c o t t o n c a n d y ; Sa ra B e r r y , c o f f e e & d r i n k s ; ‐ Pam
G r o f f , p i e s ; A l t h e a Mon tgomery, b e e f On weck ; D a l e S c h l y e r , h o t dogs; Dick & Sue S c h u l t z ,
popcorn; Jim & Linda M o r a n , sno c o n e s ; Bob & Mary Sav igny, pepsi boo th ; D a r r e l l & S a l l y Smi th ,
Fuanel Cakes; L o i s Barnum & N e t t i e St imson, Supp l ies ; N e t t i e St imson, Vendors; Ron Z a u n e r ,
Vendor P a r x i n g ; C l a r k S t i m s o n & Wally. Goocman, Antique C a r s ; F r a n k Massing, Nicht Watcnmun;
yon Burrows, Shuttlebusses; G a r y F i t c h , Ti c k e t s ; Winnie F i sche r, Loom; B e t t y St imson, Q u i l t ;

j o r m a Ward, P u b l i c i t y ; and Jucy Z a u n e r , C o f f e e § &D o n u t s .
_ w a * = ¥ * * * ve
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MEMORIAL DAY FAIR:
One o f t h e main a t t r a c t i o n s i n Wi lson t h i s s p r i n g w i l l b e t h e Memorial Day F a i r which w i l l

be h e l d on t h e museum grounds on R t . 4 2 5 , May 29 , 1995, f r o m 9:00 to 5:00 PM.
Three o f t h e f a i r ' s p r i n c i p l e a t t r a c t i o n s a r e t h e F l e a M a r k e t , Chiavetta Chicken B a r - B - Q u e ,

and t h e Qu i l t R a f fl e .
F l e a Marke t Vendors may a r r i v e at 6AM and a r e expec ted to be s e t - u p by 9AM. Those w i t h

signed c o n t r a c t s w i l l b e accepted fi r s t , b u t o t h e r s w i l l b e permi t ted t o e n t e r t h e grounds
1 f space i s ava i l ab le . F o r more d e a l e r i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e phone N e t t i e S t imson , 754-7815.

The Chiavet ta Chicken Bar-B-Que w i l l s t a r t s e r v i n g about 11AM and w i l l cont inue to 4PM, or
u n t i l s o l d o u t . S h i r l e y H u n t e r and S h i r l e y Linnenbank w i l l be in charge a n d , under t h e i r
superv i s ion , mea ls a r e expected to be served q u i c k l y and e f fi ¢ i e n t l y .

B e e f o n Weck w i l l b e a p o p u l a r s u b s t i t u t e f o r those who p r e f e r r e d meat o v e r ch icken , and
t h i s concession was fi r s t s t a r t e d by C h a r l o t t e Pease t w o years ago . Th is y e a r i t w i l l be
under t h e superv is ion of A l t hea Montgomery.

F o r many years the Funnel Cakes, which are made f r o m an o l d Dutch Country rec ipe, were
cooked s l o w l y because it was ha rd to maintain a constant h e a t . When l o n g l i n e s fo rmed , t h e
soc ie ty decided to c o r r e c t t h e problem and invested in new automat ic , heat -cont ro l led cooke rs ,
making it possib le to dispense the f u n n e l cakes more q u i c k l y. This busy concession is chaired
b y S a l l y and D a r r e l l Smith.

Other food snacks available w i l l bé c o t t o n candy, Melinda Hutchison; C o f f e e and D o n u t s ,
Judy Z a u n e r ; Homemade p ies , Pam G r o f f ; C o f f e e and s o f t d r i n k s , Sara B e r r y ; H o t dogs, D a l e
Sch lyer ; Popcorn, Dick and Sue S c h u l t z ; Sno Cones, Jim and Linda Moran; and Peps i , Bob
and Ruth Savigny.

New f a i r a t t rac t ions t h i s year w i l l include the Niagara Experience P layers who w i l l p u t on
two one-hour per formances at 1PM and 3PM,featuring rev iew, "The Beat Goes On"=music f rom 50-90's.

The f a i r committee has a l s o arranged to have t h e F r o n t i e r Sky-Divers, f e a t u r i n g t h e "Mighty
Taco Sky -D i v i ng Team" , make one o r poss ib l y two jumps d u r i n g t h e f a i r a t abou t 11AM or 2PM--~
depending o n weather c o n d i t i o n s . The Divers w i l l d i s p l a y banners and smoke streams when jumping
and a d i s p l a y b o o t h w i l l be s e t - u p on t h e grounds to demonstrate how parachutes a r e packed.

Since Memorial Day is a Nat iona l Hol iday s e t as ide each y e a r to honor t h e servicemen and
women who gave t h e i r l i v e s f o r t h e i r C o u n t r y , a s h o r t Memorial Serv ice w i l l be conducted by
Wi lson's American Leg ion P o s t commanded by John Demmin. Th is t r i b u t e to Wi l son ' s war heroes
w i l l be h e l d at noon by t h e F l a g p o l e and Servicemens' Monument, j u s t e a s t of t h e o l d D e p o t .

There w i l l be some musica l enter ta inment prov ided by Jim Waldron at t h e p iano ; and select ions
by t h e Wilson C e n t r a l H igh Schoo l Band , and new h i g h s c h o o l Barber Shop Quar te t .

E x h i b i t s w i l l b e o n d i sp lay i n t h e museum, anc t h e s o c i e t y ' s ant ique c a r s w i l l a l s o b e
shown. There w i l l b e n o r e g i s t r a t i o n requ i red o f a r e a ant ique c a r owners who wou ld l i k e t o
e x h i b i t t h e i r c a r s - - a s m a l l donat ion is expec ted . Each g u e s t w i l l rece ive a p l a q u e f o r t h e i r c a r .

Another r e g u l a r a t t r a c t i o n w i l l f e a t u r e t h e handi-work o f Winnie F i s c h e r, a n e x p e r t o n t h e
hand and foot -powered l o o m . What makes h e r e x h i b i t i o n more r e m a r k a b l e , Winnie is confined to
a wheel c h a i r , y e t has been a b l e to master t h e loom and en joys demonstrat ing how one w o r k s .

M a r y Mawhiney w i l l be in c h a r g e of some of t h e games f o r c h i l d r e n which w i l l i nc lude a Duck
game, L o l l i p o p game, and F i s h Pond. F r e e b a l l o o n s w i l l a l s o b e a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e c h i l d r e n .
There w i l l a l s o be s e v e r a l ch i l d rens ' games conducted by Wi lson's Weblos and Boy S c o u t t r oops
who w i l l be t r y i n g to ea rn a l i t t l e money f o r t h e i r camping f u n d .

Another s p e c i a l a t t r a c t i o n f o r t h e ch i l d ren w i l l b e a P e t t i n g Farm and Pony Rides prov ided
b y K e n and Dor ie H i l l o f S a n b o r n , N Y.

F r e e S h u t t l e Bus se rv i ce w i l l a g a i n be prov ided f o r v i s i t o r s between t h e v i l l a g e and museum
grounds du r i ng f a i r h o u r s , and T r a f fi c C o n t r o l w i l l be p rov ided by t h e Niagara Coun ty Emergency
Serv ices.

We w i l l a l s o be honored to aga in have Dave Marmon of WLVL, L o c k p o r t , broadcast ing f r o m t h e
grounds w i t h t i m e l y comments and a d r o i t in terv iews w i t h t h e f a i r - g o i n g p u b l i c .

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y h a s a lways been deep ly g r a t e f u l t o t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c fo r
suppo r t i ng o u r v e r y essent i a l Memorial Day F a i r . We hope you w i l l decide to spend Memorial Day
i n W i l s o n - - y o u ' l l p robab ly b e g l a d you d i d .* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT:

The y e a r s b r i n g you wisdom whe tne r you l i x e i t o r n o t .
* * * * * * * * * *
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May 1995 (Page 2)HISTORIC LANDMARK:
Perhaps one of Wilson's b e s t known landmarks is t h e L u t h e r Wilson House which was b u i l t

o n t h e s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r o f L a k e and Young s t r e e t s i n 1844.
The s t a t e l y residence, now c o n v e r t e d to a res tau ran t and I n n , is owned by Norm and P a t r i c i a

O'Br ien o f W i l l i a m s v i l l e , "NY, who made extens ive improvements t o t h e h i s t o r i c house i n 1989.
I n c i d e n t a l l y, t h a t same y e a r , Norm and P a t became members o f the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
and have been members eve r s ince . ;

The house was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t on t h e s i t e of t h e fi r s t 1 lo j schoolhouse in t h e v i l l a g e of
Wi lson, and t h e impressive d w e l l i n g was maintained as a home oy t h e Wilson f a m i l y u n t i l t h e
e a r l y 1900 's .

A f t e r L u t h e r and h i s s o n , Reuben F. Wilson passed away, t h e house s t o o d n e g l e c t e d u n t i l
t h e e a r l y 1900 's . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e t h a t i n 1890, t he double f u n e r a l o f C a p t . L u t h e r
Wilson, 9 2 , and h i s son, Reuben F. Wi lson, 6 8 , was h e l d i n t h e house , and i n r e f e r r i n g t o t h e
double f u n e r a l t h e Wilson " S t a r " n o t e d , " N e v e r in t h e h i s t o r y of t h e o l d e s t inhabitants has
such a t h i n g occured in Wilson."

In 1916, a l o c a l group of businessmen purchased t h e house and oryan ized t h e "Wilsonian C l u b "
which was incorporated t h a t same y e a r . Th i s exc lus i ve l y m a l e o rgan i za t i on met r e g u l a r l y at
t h e C l u b i n which they i n s t a l l e d t h r e e bowl ing a l l e y s .

On t h e sou the r l y extension o f t h e second fl o o r t h e r e was an expansive banquet h a l l , b u t i n
1955 t h i s room was conve r ted i n t o f o u r g u e s t rooms.

When t h e Wilsonian C l u b disbanded, t h e Wilson House was in sad need of r e p a i r s and a l m o s t
became an eyesore amid i t s sur round ings .

In 1947, at considerable expense, t h e o l d landmark was r e s t o r e d by i t s new owners, Dwight
and V i o l a Wi lson, and a g r a n d opening o f t h e n e w l y r e s t o r e d f a c i l i t y was h e l d A p r i l 25, 1948.

The p o p u l a r new b a r and res tau ran t was l a t e r acquired by Howard and Dorothy F i t zge ra l d .
Doro thy had a n a t u r a l t a l e n t f o r i n t e r i o r deco ra t i ng , and soon t h e e n t i r e res tau ran t and h o t e l
b e n e fi t t e d f r o m h e r a r t i s t i c a b i l i t y .

The d i n i n g room was b r i g h t and cheery and capable of hand l ing 85 q u e s t s , w h i l e u p s t a i r s t h e
b l a c k and g o l d bedroom was a n e x c e l l e n t example o f h e r a r t i s t i c p lann ing .

The F i t z g e r a l d s r e t i r e d f r o m t h e r e s t a u r a n t business i n 1976 and t h e o l d house, r e c e n t l y
remodeled and e n l a r g e d by Norm and P a t r i c i a O 'B r ien , may now be considered one of t h e fi n e s t
restaurants in t h e a rea .

* * * * * * * * * *
MAY PROGRAM:

Attorney Walter Moxham of Wilson w i l l be the g u e s t speake r at the May 15th meeting of the
h is to r ica l soc ie ty. The subject o f h i s t a l k w i l l be "Law in Wilson."

Wal ter graduated from Wilson Cent ra l School in 1964, and is a prac t is ing attorney in Lock ‑
p o r t . He is a l s o a L i f e Member of t h e society and has been a member since 1975.

Refreshment hostesses f o r the evening w i l l be Mary Lenihan and Anne Horton.
* * * * * * * * * *

B i l l Rose was the g u e s t speaker a t t h e March meeting and h i s t a l k on Camp David was w e l l
received. He is a r e t i r e d Army S g t . Ma jo r, and served a t ’ t h e White House and Camp David under
s e v e r a l p res iden ts . B i l l i s a l s o a Wilson boy, the son o f Edna Rose and the l a t e Willar@ Rose.

* * * * * * * * * *
SCOUTING ON THE MOVE IN WILSON:

Cub Scouts f r o m Wilson's Pack 21 and Boy Scouts f r o m Troop 67 a r e combining f o r c e s to make
a showing at t h e h i s to r i ca l s o c i e t y ' s Memorial Day F a i r . Scoutmaster of t r o o p 67 is P e t e
Rademacher, and Jim Schu l t z is Cubmaster of Pack 21.

The Scouts p l a n to e n t e r 3 chi ldrens' games on f a i r day which w i l l include a b i n g pong b a l l
t o s s , soccer b a l l k i c k , and game of s k i l l .

I t appears t h a t Scout ing i s on t h e move a g a i n in Wi lson, and t h e H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty i s g l a d
t o make i t p o s s i b l e f o r wor thy young Wilson youngs te rs t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e f a i r .

* * * * * * * * * id

Cub M a s t e r , James S c h u l t z , has been a Leader o f Pack 2 1 i n Wilson f o r two y e a r s , and A s s ' t .
Pack Master f o r a y e a r p r i o r t o t h a t . Aside f r o m S c o u t i n g ,Jim i s a c t i v e i n t h e Alabama Hunt
C lub where he is a board member and fo rmer Vice-President. F o r t h e p a s t 4 y e a r s , he has been
President of t h e Genessee County Federat ion of Spor t smen .

L o c a l l y , Jim has coached soccer i n t h e Wilson Yo u t h Soccer League f o r t h e p a s t s i x y e a r s .
He is employed as a superv i so r a t Mead Supply in B u f f a l o , and he and h i s w i f e , t h e fo rmer
Mary Fenn have two ch i l d ren , ages t e n and e leven .

* * * * * * * * * *
Scoutmaster, P e t e Rademacher, has been Scoutmaster of Troop 67 s ince Feo rua ry, 1995. P e t e

has had extens iv e Scout ing experiemce which began when he was a Cub Scou t and p r o g r e s s e d to
an E a g l e Scou t in 1974. He has been an A s s t . Scoutmaster in b o t h Tennessee and San Diego, C a l . ,
and ass is ted w i t h t h e Scout ing program in Hawaii as a Committee Chairman and Weblos Leader.

P e t e r e c e n t l y r e t i r e d f r o m t h e U . S . Army f o l l o w i n g 2 0 y e a r s serv ice . H e i s a h i g h school
teacher in t h e B u f f a l o area and a l s o teaches h i g h schoo l ROTC.

He and h i s w i f e , t h e former Susan Rick of Ransomvi l le , have th ree chi ldren ages 11 , 7 , and 4,
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, WILSON: “ e e eB ee Re

In case you f o r g o t , t h e v i l l a g e of Wilson w i l l have i t s 137th b i r thday on May 11 , 1995. The
v i l l a g e received i t s o f fi c i a l b l e s s i n g f r o m t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e i n 1858. A t t h e t ime , t h e r e
were o n l y 715 p e o p l e l i v i n g in t h e v i l l a g e , and Lu the r Wilson was l s t President of t h e Board.

On ta r io Lodge 376,F&AM, was 3 y r s . o l d , and Dan F a r l e y was Niagara Co. S h e r i f f . The i s t
B a p t i s t Church's new m i n i s t e r, R e v. P a t t e n g i l l , received $500 a y e a r . Shipbui lding was t a k i n g
h o l d at t h e harbor ane the schooner, “Josephine" had j u s t been launced.

eR eK kK & ke e & wy
SOUNDINGS:

Good teachers a r e t h e ones who can c h a l l e n y e l i t t i e minds without l o s i n g t h e i r own.
* * * & * * * a ve k
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IN MEMORIAM:

Jerau ld Brydges,59, of Niagara F a l l s , N Y, d i e d at Mount S t . M a r y ' s H o s p i t a l , L e w i s t o n ,
o n March 2 7 , 1995. H e was t h e s o n o f t h e l a t e S e n . E a r l and E l e a n o r Mahoney B r y d g e s , S r . , o f
Wi lson, and graduated f r o m t h e Wi lson C e n t r a l Schoo l in 1953.

He worked f o r t h e Niagara G a z e t t e f o r 35 years where he served in t h e capac i ty o f p o l i c e
and cr ime r e p o r t e r ; Ass is tant C i t y E d i t o r ; Co lumn is t ; and E d i t o r o f t h e E d i t o r i a l Page . In
1984 he was c i t e d f o r e x c e l l e n c e by t h e s t a t e Pub l i she r ' s Association.

H e was a member o f S t . Mary's o f t h e C a t a r a c t Church ; t h e Niagara U n i v e r s i t y B o o s t e r s ; and
t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty s ince 1986.

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , J a n e t Zimmer Brydges; t w o s o n s , P e t e r o f New Yo r k C i t y , Jerau ld
J r . o f Queens , a d a u g h t e r, M a r y o f N iagara F a l l s ; a l s o f o u r b r o t h e r s , E a r l W . , J r . , o f L e w i s t o n ,
Thomas E . o f B u f f a l o : Denn is , J r . o f R e s t o n , VA ; and W i l l i a m H . o f B a l l s t o n Spa ; a l s o two
s i s t e r s , Mary Lynn Bardon o f W a t e r t o w n , N Y; and M a r g a r e t Kelly o f San Diego, CA.

Serv ices were conducted at S t . M a r y ' s , and in te rmen t was in G a t e of Heaven C e m e t e r y, Lewiston.* * * * * * * * * *
F loss ie L o r t z , 9 6 , an H o n o r a r y , Charter/Life Member of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, d ied

March 2 9 , 1995, a t t h e Newfane H e a l t h F a c i l i t y a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s .
She was b o r n in B u f f a l o and graduated f r o m t h e o l d B u f f a l o Normal School in 1919. She

t a u g h t i n Schoo l N o . 6 9 i n B u f f a l o , and r e t i r e d i n 1963. I n 1964, she moved t o Wilson where
she was a c t i v e i n t h e Delphic C i r c l e , Wi l son F r e e L i b r a r y , and Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

I n 1972-72 she was a t r u s t e e and member o f t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s , and served a s C o r . S e c ' y .
of t h e Societf¥rom 1978 th rough 1985. P r i v a t e F u n e r a l Serv ices were h e l d .* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

One o f t h e n i c e s t by -p roduc ts o f w r i t i n g t h e N e w s l e t t e r a r e t h e 1 e t t e r s we rece ive f r o m
o u t - o f - s t a t e members who w r i t e comments abou t Wilson and how i t e f f e c t e d t h e i r l i v e s .

One received f r o m C a r o l Cramer Jones of F a l l s C h u r c h , V a . , no tes : " I enjoy l e a r n i n g about
t h e h i s t o r y o f m y b i r t h p l a c e and t h e p e o p l e who s e t t l e d t h e r e . A f t e r going t h r o u g h ou r l o c a l
F a i r f a x Coun ty Schoo l System w i t h m y b o y s , I f e e l I was most f o r t u n a t e t o a t t e n d t h e Wilson
C e n t r a l School f o r my educat ion. I ' m s o r r y my boys w e r e n ' t a b l e to do t h a t a l s o . "* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP NEWS:

We welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: Dave Evans of Wi lson; C h r i s t y C. Johnson (751-9683);
and J r . Member Kath leen S. Johnson (751-9683) and J r , S u s a n Jotmson (751-9683) and J r .
Member, Joey Evans. A l s o add Robert . J . Mugele, Casse lbe r r y, F lo r i da .

You may a l s o b r i n g your membership r o l l up to da te by adding B i l l and Judy Rose (751-3771),
Heather Rose (751-3771); Jennie Rose (751-3771) Norma Ward (751-9887) Tom and Ga i l Walder,
(751-9679); Jonathon Walder, A r g y l e , Te x a s ; S teve and Karen (Walder) Mendes, G las tonburg ,CT:
and Tom and Ga i l ( P e t t i t ) J e a c o c k , For t E r i e , Canaca. Dick Southard (433-6794)

Correct ions in spe l l i ng : Thomas E. M a r k s , and Nea l and Donna Wixson. Sid P e t t i t , (751-6756)
si ad * ~

HOSTESS WITH THE MOSTESS:
Neva and Harold Benedict found v i s i t a t i o n a l i t t l e slow o n t h e i r Sunday t o g r e e t v i s i t o r s

at t h e museum b u t , ‘undaunted, they proceeded to make good use of t h e i r t ime. A l l t he orna ‑
ments used on t h e Christmas t r e e were n e a t l y boxed up and p u t away.

We thank t h e Benecicts and hope t h e y s e t a good example f o r o t h e r s to f o l l o w . ( I t su re
would have been embarassing to t h e E a s t e r Bunny to v i s i t t h e museum and see a l o t of Christmas
cecorat ions s t i l l up . )

* * * * * * *¥ * * *
STRAWBERRY SOCIAL:

I f y o u ' v e been t h e r e b e f o r e , y o u probab ly w i l l want t o p u t t h i s d a t e o n your c a l e n d a r. The
Niagara Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w i l l h o l d t h e i r 1 2 t h a n n u a l S t r a w b e r r y S o c i a l and Chicken
Bar-B-Que a t t h e museum grounds o n Niagara S t r e e t , L o c k p o r t , June 3 , 1995.* * * * * * * * * *
DON'T FORGET YOUR QUILT TICKETS:

I f you h a v e n ' t a l r e a d y done s o , now i s t h e t ime t o return y o u r q u i l t t i c k e t s t u b s t o B e t t y
St imson, B o x 162, Wi l son , NY 14172. The drawing f o r t h e "Around t h e World Qu i l t " and fi v e
o t h e r n i c e p r i z e s w i l l t a k e p l a c e at t h e Memorial Day F a i r , May 2 9 t h , p r i o r to 5:00PM. L i k e
they s a y, “ y o u never k n o w , and you c a n ' t w in i f you d o n ' t e n t e r . "* * * * * * * * * *
WILSON'S COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE:

One hundred fi f t y years a g o , t h e Wi lson C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e opened f o r i t s fi r s t t e r m i n
t h e f a l l o f 1845. The cobblestone » u i l d i n g , which s tood on t h e s i t e of t h e present Wilson
Town H a l l , was b u i l t and fu rn i shed by t h e c i t i z e n s o f Wi l son , b u t t h e schoo l was w h o l l y s u p o r ‑
t e d b y money received f r o m t u i t i o n and f r o m d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e s t a t e l i t e r a r y f u n d when,
i n 1869, f o u r d i s t r i c t s un i ted t o f o r m t h e Union F r e e Schoo l D i s t r i c t N o . 1 o f Wilson.

I n 1 8 9 5 , t h e C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e c e l e b r a t e d i t s 5 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y, b u t t o d a y, n o t h i n g remains
o n t h e s c h o o l ' s s i t e t o show r e s i d e n t s where t h e s c h o o l once s t o o d excep t f o r a n h i s t o r i c a l
m a r k e r p laced b y t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y n e a r t h e en t rance t o t h e Wilson Town H a l l .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM GREETERS FOR MAY:

May 7 t h , G a r y F i t c h * , Sandra and L l o y d E v a n s ; May 1 4 t h , A r t Schnoo;s*John and Jane Demmin;
May 2 1 s t , W a l t e r E v a n s * , Jean R ichards , Me lva B u l l ; May 2 8 t h , Wanda B u r r o w s * , June and
El ton K r o y p . D i rec to rs open and close museum at 2 & 4PM. In an emergency, p l e a s e c a l l e i t h e r
Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , or G a r y F i t c h , Vice‐Pres.* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:

I f a l l y o u r problems a r e behinc you, you must be a schoolbus d r i v e r .* * * & * * * * * *
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN WILSON:
There is some reason to be l i eve t h a t Wi lson prospered o v e r t h e years because of t h e

i n d i v i d u a l i n i t i a t i v e and n a t u r e o f t h e p e o p l e who l i v e d i n and around t h e t o w n , and w e need
b u t l o o k back to t h e Depression years of t h e 3 0 ' s to remember how w e l l Wilsonians were a b l e
t o cope under g r e a t d i f fi c u l t i e s .

The make -up of t h e community was f a r d i f f e r e n t t han it is t o d a y, and d u r i n g t h o s e t r y i n g
t i m e s , f a r m s provided most o f t h e jobs f o r f r u i t - p i c k e r s , day l a b o r e r s , o r tenan t f a m i l i e s .
Farm l a n d s were used m o s t l y to s u p p l y household needs or t h e demand f o r produce in t h e l o c a l
a r e a , and many o f t h e jobs ava i l ab l e were f a r m r e l a t e d s u c h a s c i d e r m i l l s , cann ing f a c t o r i e s ,
d r y i n g h o u s e s , or packing sheds where l o c a l f r u i t was prepared f o r shipment to l a r g e r m a r k e t s .

D u r i n g t h e war years of t h e 4 0 ' s , area f a c t o r i e s l i k e B e l l , H o o k e r , Dupon t , Carborundum,
and H a r r i s o n s , began t o expand and prov ide more j o b s f o r l o c a l res idents who commuted b a c k
and f o r t h . Farms a l s o became l a r g e r and t h e demand f o r l a b o r grew a s young men and women
were c a l l e d t o se rve t h e i r c o u n t r y i n t h e armed f o r c e s .

Many of t h e jobs provided by defense industries were l o s t a f t e r t h e w a r, b u t some c o n s t r u c ‑
t i o n opportunit ies opened up w i t h the b u i l d i n g of t h e Robert Moses Power P l a n t .

The housingand auto industr ies a l s o began to p i c k up f o l l o w i n g t h e i r decline in t h e war
years.

Some of the l a r g e r farm-related businesses included the Wilson Cold S t o r a g e r u n by A r t
Loomis; H inch l i f fe ' s Cider and Vinegar M i l l ; Hur lbu r t Brothers Canning and Preserv ing Co;
Ackerman's Dai ry and Home De l i ve r y ; Swann B a k e r y ; Dan C a r t e r B a s k e t s ; Roy Ward Auto Dealership;
and Don F l a g l e r ' s Welding and Equipment Repair Shop.

Up to the 1960's farming became more mechanized and some of the l a r g e r operations included
L a r r y Pease's Dai ry and Apple-producing f a r m ; Al B u r r o w s , Apples and F r u i t ; Fay Campbell,
Apples and Peaches; A lonzo Swick , B e r r i e s ; and t h e B i l l K i rchoff Gladiola Farms.

Wi lson 's s teady g row th and expansion i s a l s o supported by some o the r a t t r ac t i ve f e a t u r e s
which makes i t a p l e a s a n t p l a c e t o l i v e such a s h e r n a t u r a l s e t t i n g a l o n g t h e lake,and a
growing t o u r i s t i ndus t r y supported by fi s h i n g d e r b i e s , b o a t i n g , c r a f t shows, and o t h e r l o c a l
events such as t h e Memorial Day F a i r , I c e Cream S o c i a l s , L a b o r Day F l e a M a r k e t , and Band
C o n c e r t s .

The town has a l s o developed a wide r a n g e of p u b l i c services such as w a t e r l i n e s , gas l i n e s ,
and Cab le TV Network .

Wi lson is a l s o considered a r e l i g i o u s community w i t h 6 denominational churches se rv ing t h e
popu lace i n c l u d i n g t h e F i r s t B a p t i s t ; Concordia L u t h e r a n ; E x l e y Uni ted Method is t ; Our Lady o f
The R o s a r y R.C.Church ; S t . John ' s Ep iscopa l ; and S t . P a u l ' s Lu the ran .

Wi lson 's c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s such a s Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , Wi lson F r e e L i b r a r y , Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, Delphic C i r c l e , and Gnostic Gu i ld compare f a v o r a b l y w i t h t h e b e s t , and
organ iza t ions such ws t } i e M a s o n s , P TA , Boy S c o u t s , G i r l S c o u t s and 4-H Clubs abound.

F i r e protec t ion in town is c a p a b l y handled by t h e Sou th Wilson F i r e Company, Wilson Vo l u n t e e r
F i r e Company # 1 , and t h e i r e f fi c i e n t Vo l u n t e e r Amblulance Serv ice .

Wi lson h a s a l w a y s been a b l e to manage p r e t t y w e l l on i t s own, b u t in t h i s changing w o r l d
i t s f u t u r e m igh t w e l l depend on t h e outcome of government p o l i c i e s .

Ve n t u r e s i n t o some idea log i ca l r e f o r m s such as NAFTA or GAF have a l ready seen some o f
America's i n d u s t r i a l b a s e move t o f o r e i g n shores where wage standards a r e much l o w e r t h a n t h o s e
enjoyed h e r e . Th is t r end toward one-world f r e e marke t s m i g h t a l s o be t h e beg inn ing of one ‑
w o r l d wage p o l i c i e s which cou ld r e s u l t in America's once-envied h i g h standard of l i v i n g be ing
reduced t o t h e l o w wage l e v e l s p r e v a i l i n g i n competing coun t r ies .

O n l y t ime and t h e f u t u r e w i l l t e l l .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

M a r y A. McCoy,75, who served on t h e Board of Elect ions f o r 35 years , d i e d A p r i l 2 1 , 1995,
at Inter-Community Hosp i ta l at N e w f a n e , f o l l o w i n g a s h o r t i l l n e s s .

She was a member of t h e E x l e y Un i ted Methodist C h u r c h , t h e G i r l S c o u t s , t h e Gnostic G u i l d ,
L o c k p o r t Senior C i t i z e n s , Women E l k s , Fr iends o f t h e Wi lson F r e e L i b r a r y , and Wilson H is , S o c i e t y.

‘She i$ Survived by a s o n , David, o f W i l son , 2 daugh te r s , Deboran Ta l l m a n , and J u l i e (David)
G o d f r e y, b o t h o f Norwich , C T.

A Memorial Serv ice was h e l d w i t h R e v. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n Greenwood Cem'y.
* * * * * * * * *w *

BON MOT: Love reduces f r i c t i o n t o a f r a c t i o n .* * * * * * * * * *
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MONUMENT DEDICATION:

O n J u l y 7 , 1899, t h e H o l l a n d Lane Company s u r v e y o r s , under t h e d i r e c t i o n o f Joseph E l l i c o t ,
began to e s t a b l i s h t h e west t r a n s i t mer id ian ac ross t h e "Purchase", and at t h e n o r t h and
s o u t h e r n end o f t h e meridian l i n e , 2 ' x 3 ' engraved s tones marked t h e s t a r t and fi n i s h o f t h e
su rvey.

The monument at t h e n o r t h end was saved f r o m l a t e e r o s i o n s e v e r a l years ago and p u t on
d i s p l a y in t h e Newfane H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y Museum. The monument nea r t h e Pennsylvania l i n e
was r e c o v e r e d i n May, 1993, and w i l l b e p e r m a n e n t l y d i sp layed i n t h e Red House Museum a t
A l l e g h e n y S t a t e P a r k .

The monument w i l l be dedicated June 1 0 , 1995, by t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r Land S u r v e y o r Assoc .
* * * * *k * * * * *

FROM THE MATLBAG:
C l i f f o r d E . Loomis, 8 8 , o f E r i e , P a . , may have a r t h r i t i s i n h i s hands , b u t h e w r i t e s a

v e r y l e g i b l e l e t t e r . H e a l s o appears t o have a g r e a t a t t i t u d e toward l i f e a s h e n o t e s , " I f
I c a n ' t w r i t e a p l e a s a n t l e t t e r , I d o n ' t . "

A f e w e x c e r p t s f r o m h i s f a m i l y g e n e a l o g y r e v e a l s t h a t h i s a n c e s t o r , Joseph Loomis, s e t t l e d
in Windsor,CT. in 1639, and t h e Loomis I n s t i t u t e (Co l lege) was founded in 1874.

C l i f f o r d (1907 ) , Vincent ( 1 9 1 3 ) , and Richard (1819) were t h e sons o f A r t h u r Loomis o f
Wi lson. C l i f f o r d ' s g - g r a n d f a t h e r , G.W. Loomis, came t o t h i s area b y b o a t a l o n g L a k e O n t a r i o ,
and l i v e d under t h e b o a t u n t i l h i s cab in was b u i l t . H i s nea res t neighbor l i v e d seven mi les
away t h r o u g h t h e woods. * * * * * * * * * *
HOSTS & HOSTESSES FOR JUNE:

The f o l l o w i n g l i s t o f v o l u n t e e r s h a s been submi t ted to us by Marge Lederhouse, Hos tess Chrm. ,
and p l e a s e n o t e t h a t t h e s t a r r e d ( * ) o f fi c e r is respons ib le f o r opening and c l o s i n g t h e museum.

J u n e 4 t h , F l o y d C l a r k * , F e n t o n and Bessie C o l e ; June l i t h , W a l l y Goodman*, Ru th and Claude
Lampman; June 1 8 t h , Norman M a c A s k i l l * , A l i c e D a v e n p o r t and Marion Campbel l ; and June 2 5 t h ,
Doro thy M a x fi e l d * , Sandra Holden and C h a r l o t t e Pease.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

F a t h e r P a u l B u r k a r d , 6 2 , r e c t o r o f Our Lady o f t h e Rosary R . C . Church s ince 1979, died
unexpected ly on Sunday, A p r i l 3 0 , 1995, a t M i l l a r d F i l lmo re H o s p i t a l , B u f f a l o .

F a t h e r Bu rka rd a t t e n d e d t h e Diocesan P r e p a r a t o r y Seminary and C h r i s t The K ing Seminary a t
S t . B o n a v e n t u r e , and was ordained March 1 , 1958.

H e was a member o f the KNights o f S t . John; Chaplain o f F g g e r t s v i l l e Hose and Wilson F i r e
Company #1 of Wi lson; member of t h e Marriage Tr ibunal of t h e B u f f a l o Diocese; and Member of
the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Society s ince 1985.

He is survived by th ree s i s t e r s , Maryanne (Bernard) Fox of Lavonia, M I ; Janet (Bernard)
Baszak o f Wi l l i amsv i l l e ,NY; Kath leen (John) Marshe ra l l o f Kenmore, NY; and a b r o t h e r , David
( P a t r i c i a ) Burkard o f Tampa, FL.

A pa r i sh Mass was ce lebra ted by M s g r. Robert’ C . W u r t z , and a Mass of Ch r i s t i an B u r i a l was
celebrated b y Bishop Head. B u r i a l was i n S t . Michael 's Cemetery, W i l l i a m s v i l l e , NY.* * * * * * * * * *

F lo rence Wat tengel Ga th , 89, d ied A p r i l 29 , 1995, a t Kenmore Mercy Hosp i ta l , a f t e r a l o n g
i l l n e s s . She was a member of Redeemer L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , N o r t h Tonawanda,; G .C . Murphy 's R e ‑
t i r e e C l u b ; and a n Honora ry Member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

She i s survived by h e r son , G a r y Ga th o f Wi l son , and s e v e r a l s t e p g randch i l d ren and g r e a t ‑
g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

B u r i a l was i n Elmlawn Cemetery w i t h R e v. David B e u t e l o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
GOOD EGGS:

The E a s t e r egg hunt. sponsored by t h e Wilson Business Associat ion at t h e Museum was a huge
success. Over 300 c h i i l d r e n , accompanied by p a r e n t s and f r i e n d s , converged on t h e grounds
making t h i s y e a r ' s e v e n t t h e b e s t e v e r .

A word o f thanks t o O l l i e C l a r k a n d - E l t o n Kropp who r e p r e s e n t e dthe h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y a t
t h e happy. occasion. * * * * * * * * * *
FOOL'S GOLD:

W i l s o n , l i k e many o t h e r a r e a s o f o u r N a t i o n , h a s i t s s t o r i e s abou t b u r i e d t r e a s u r e , and a
c o u p l e such t a l e s have been passed down o v e r t h e years to sus tan t ia te t h i s .

One s t o r y which caused some excitement in t o w n , claimed t h a t g o l d had been discovered on a
s m a l l h i l l a l o n g 1 2 M i l e Creek known a s P r o s p e c t P o i n t . I t appears some eager f o r t u n e hun te r s
d i d manage to d i g up some go ld -appea r i ng r o c k t h e r e w h i c h , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , t u r n e d o u t t o bea
" F o o l ' s G o l d " . E a r l Armst rong, who l i v e d near t h e s i t e , r e p o r t e d t h a t wh en he was a boy he
a l s o used t o d i g u p some o f t h e g o l d - c o l c r e d r o c k found t h e r e .

Ano the r legend i s based o n a n i n c i d e n t t h a t occured d u r i n g t h e War o f 1812. I t seems t h a t
t h r e e American so ld ie rs had t h e p a y r o l l f o r t h e t r o o p s fi g h t i n g in t h e Niagara r e g i o n , and when
B r i t i s h launched a r a i d a l o n g t h e L a k e Onta r io s h o r e t h e y decided to h i d e t h e p a y r o l l i n a
marshy s e c t i o n o f 1 2 M i l e Creek .

They s e l e c t e d a s p o t west of Greenwood Cemetery where t h e c reek winds th rough t h e lowlands
ana concea led t h e money in a spo t a f t e r p i c k i n g t h r e e l a n d m a r k s to des ignate t h e s i t e .

Accord ing t o t h e l a t 2 E a r l A r m s t r o n g , t h e landmarks formed a t r i a n g l e c o n s i s t i n g o f t h r e e
bou lde rs and two "b lazes " wa i te o a k s , one o f which was on " I n d i a n H i l l " . The p a y r o l l c o u l d be
f o u n d b y t h e s o l d i e r s b y pac ing o f f a c e r t a i n number o f s t eps f r o m each landmark . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
t h e s o l d i e r s were s a i d t o have been k i l l e d b e f o r e t h e y coul@ r e t u r n f o r t h e p a y r o l l .

O ld t imers may r e c a j l t h a t in t h e mid-1930's it was s t i l l poss ib le to l o c a t e t h e t h r e e b o u l d ‑
e r s a l o n g t h e c r e e k s h o r e , a l s o o n e o f t h e o a k t r e e s w i t h a b l a z e m a r k s t i l l o n i t* * * * * x * * * *
SOUNDINGS: Noth ing is e v e r l o s t . I t ' s j u s t where it d o e s n ' t b e l o n g .

* * * * kk . * kU ¥ *
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TRI-TOWN CLAN AWARDED TREE:

A h i s t o r i c G e t t y s b u r g Sycamore t r e e was r e c e n t l y awarded t o t h e Tri-Town C l a n 4-H C l u b o f
Ransomvi l le , who p l a n t e d i t on t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Society museum grounds May 6, 1995.

When t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse is moved to i t s proposed s i t e on t h e museum grounds t h e
C l u b w i l l r e - p l a n t t h e t r e e p e r m a n e n t l y i n t h e planned schoolyard .

The h i s t o r i c t r e e was s t a r t e d f r o m a see6 f r o m one o f t h e t h r e e American Sycamore t r e e s t h a t
l i n e d President L i n c o l n ' s r o u t e to t h e cemetery to g i v e h i s Ge t t ysbu re adéress .

C l u b members a l s o p lan ted a R o y a l t y Crabapp le t r e e on t h e grounds west o f t h e Barnum B u i l d ‑
i n g . B o t h t r e e s a r e i d e n t i fi e d w i t h m a r k e r s i n h o n o r o f A r b o r Day 1995.

4-H C l u b members a t t e n d i n g t h e p l a n t i n g ceremonies were S h i r l e y P. H a r p e r , l e a d e r , and n ine
of t h e c l u b ' s 18 members: Matthew L o r e n z ; Kimberly L o r e n z ; Demis K u n t z ; C l a r a K u n t z ; A l i c i a
Z e i t z ; Shawn S t a s e l a n e g e ; Amy Harm; Nathan D o l d ; amd Jenny Reed,also 1 3 a d u l t s .

* * * * * * * * * *k

JUNE ACTIVITIES:
J u n e 14 th : Board o f D i r e c t o r meet ing , Wilson Museum, 7 :30 pm.
June 16 th : Lake Ontar io Pro-Am Salmon Team Tournament .
June 17th : 5K Salmon Run and One M i l e Fun Run (751-6704) .
J u n e 1 7 t h : K i d ' s F i s h i n g Derby sponsored by Wilson Conservation C l u b .
J u n e 1 9 t h : Old-Fashioned Dinner Dance . Music by "Mood I n d i g o " Pub l i c i n v i t e d , Barnum B u i l d i n g ,

Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, 6:00p.m.* * * * * * * * * *
SALMON RUN SCHEDULED:

The 5K, U . S . A . Tr a c k and Fie ld-sanct ioned Salmon Run and Fun R u n , Sa tu rday, June 1 7 t h , and
t h e Fun Run w i l l beg in a t 4:30p.m. P r e - e n t r y r a c e f e e s f o r t h e 5 K a r e $8.00, $5.00 f o r Fun R u n .

The proceeds f r o m t h i s y e a r ' s e v e n t w i l l b e n e fi t t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse P r o j e c t ; t h e
Niagara Hospice; and t h e Wilson You th B a s e b a l l Expansion P r o j e c t .

Niagara Hospice . w i l l u s e t h e i r p o r t i o n o f f u n d s a l l o t t e d t o h e l p e r e c t a new f a c i l i t y
which w i l l b e b u i l t o n Sunse t D r i v e , L o c k p o r t , t h i s s p r i n g .

The Wi lson You th B&éseball o r g a n i z a t i o n j i g p lann ing t o add another b a s e b a l l diamond a t K r u e g e r
P a r k , and though most. o f t h e w o r k w i l l b e o n a v o l u n t e e r b a s i s , funds w i l l b e neaded t o buy
necessary supp l ies and mate r ia l s such as f e n c i n g , e t c .

The Randa l l Roaé Schoolhouse p r o j e c t is a i s o in need of funds f o r renovat ion of t h e schoo l
a f t e r i t is moved to t h e proposed museum s i t e . Funds promised to move t h e schoo l a r e s t i l l on
h o l e pending a dec is ion by t h e S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e to pass a long-overdue b u d g e t .

Approximately 400 youngsters pa r t i c i pa te in t h e Salmon Run races each year which a r e spon‑
sored b y Mi lk F o r Hea l th o n t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r ; Marine Midland Bank; t h e town o f Wilson;
M.H. Whi te , S id ing and Roofing; Wi lson 's Lakeside M a r k e t ; Seaway Insurance Brokerage Assoc"s;
McIntosh and McIntosh P C and CYRK o f G l o u c e s t e r , MA; and Wa l t e r E . Moxham, A t t o r n e y - a t - L a w.

x eR & & & & & kk

JUNE MEETING:
Mi les Linnakery, Program Chrm., has announced t h a t a dinner dance w i l l be h e l d at the museum

on June 19 , 1995. Janet Spor leder w i l l be chairman of t h e event and t h e p u b l i c is i n v i t e d .
A chicken and b i s c u i t dinner w i l l b e served . i n c l u d i n g mashed potatoes, c a r r o t s , c o f f e e ,

and a p p l e p i e . The p r i c e f o r t h e d i n n e r, which w i l l b e served a t 6:30 PM, w i l l b e * 5 per pber ‑
son , and reservations must be made. You may n o t i f y or c a l l e i t h e r Janet Sporleder (751-9924);
E l e a n o r Myers (751-6053) or M i l e s L innabery (751-6567) .

The Mood I n d i g o band w i l l p rov ide music f o r t h e d a n c e , and w i l l p l a y se lec t ions f r o m t h e
1925-1935 e r a . The d inner w i l l be reminiscent of t h e t h e ones t h a t used to be served at t h e
o l d "Hub H o t e l " .

The o r i g i n a l Mood I n d i g o Banc p l a y e d f o r cances o n S u n s e t I s l a n d i n t h e e a r l y 3 0 ' s , and mem‑
b e r s of t h e o r i g i n a l g roup were: Ron Hamb l in , p iano; L a r r y P e a s e , Saxaphone; Richard Loomis,
saxaphone; H a r r y Hambl in , t r u m p e t ; P e t e B u r m a s t e r , B a s s ; and W i l l i e Rockwood, Grums.* * * * * * * * * *
CLASS NIGHT:

D ick Schmidle, C h r m . , ass is ted by W a l l y Goodman, C e l e s t e Crawfo rd and M r s . Carpenter,Guidance
C o u n c e l l o r a t t h e h i g h s c h o o l , have presen ted a new c r i t e r i a f o r s e l e c t i n g t h e senior boy o r
g i r l t o rece i ve t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y awards o n C l a s s N i g h t .

App l i can ts w i l l be expected to have a t l e a s t an 85 average in Soc ia l S tud ies , and Community
Serv ice w i l l a l s o fi g u r e prominen t l y in s e l e c t i n g t h e candidates chosen. The Sen io rs w i l l a l s o
be g i v e n one y e a r memberships in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
LIFE MEMBERSHIP UPDATE:

A t t h e A p r i l meet ing o f t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s , a mot ion was approved t o reduce L i f e Member‑
ships f o r marr ied coup les to $250 d o l l a r s . S i n g l e L i f e Memberships w i l l cont inue to be $150.00.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMORIAL TREE:

E l t o n K r o p p , g rounés cha i rman , announced t h a t a memorial t r e e f o r F l o s s i e L o r t z i s b e i n g
p l a n t e d o n t h e museum grounds b y t h e Swick Lawn S e r v i c e .* * * E * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS: .

C h r i s C a r l i n has donated a copy o f h i s b o o k , " P r o t e c t i n g N iagara " , a H i s t o r y o f t h e Niagara
County S h e r i f f ' s O f fi c e , f o r u s e i n t h e Museum L i b r a r y .

N e t t i e St imson, Lewiston: 1940 Calendar of f o r m e r R e x S t a c y S t o r e , Wonderland of Niagara
Banner.

Rober t Hedr ich , Newfane: Te a c h e r ' s S c h o o l b e l l ; P i c t u r e o f George Washington, and a sma l l
S l a t e Board .

Joyce Richards: F o u r t e e n vo lumes of books f o r t h e R a n d a l l Road Scholhouse.
* = Pd * * * * * * *

FINAL THOUGHT: The bes t way to s p r e a d most news is to d i sgu i se it as a s e c r e t .
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GREENWOOD "LOOKIN' GOOD":
Anyone d r i v i n g by or or v i s i t i n g Greenwood Cemete ry in Wilson may n o t i c e t h e many improve‑

ments t h a t have been made to b e a u t i f y t h e premises.
A l o t o f c r e d i t f o r t h i s f a c e l i f t i n g j o b shou ld b e g i v e n t o t h e Greenwood Cemetery Advisory

Committee who have been one of t h e guiding f a c t o r s in improving and fi x i n g up t h e p r o p e r t y.
Memorial trees have been p l a n t e d i n memory o f l o v e d o n e s , b o t h p r ( v a t e l y and t h r o u g h dona~

t i o n s to t h e committee. An a t t r a c t i v e r a i l f e n c e h a s been erected a l o n g t h e f r o n t of t h e p r e ‑
mises, and i n t h e s p r i n g hundreds o f b r i g h t d a f f o d i l l s accentuate i t i n keeping w i t h Niagara
C o u n t y ' s F e s t i v a l o f Gold program.

Ano the r p o p u l a r p r o j e c t s t a r t e d by t h e committee d u r i n g t h e p a s t c o u p l e w in te rs is t h e
Christmas Wreath program which a l l o w s persons to purchase p r e t t y p ine wreaths w i t h r e d bows

. which a r e p laced o n stands n e x t t o t h e g raves o f p a r t i c i p a t i n g families. Wreaths a r e a v a i l a b l e
f o r $25 e a c h , and they a r e p u t in place,and t a k e n down in t h e sp r i ng by t h e committee.

The r e c e n t i n s t a l l a t i o n o f a t t r a c t i v e kane s igns perm i t persons t o more e a s i l y l o g a t e b u r i a l
s i tes and, thanks to t h e Wilson Lions C l u b , a wood box w i l l be placed near t h e entranceway wi th
maps of t he grounds.

Water l i n e s are s t r a g e t i c a l l y placed around the cemetery making i t easier f o r persons
to water p l a n t s and shrubs , and t r a s h b a r r e l s a re convenient ly located so t h a t everyone can
h e l p keep t h e grounds beau t i fu l and f r e e f r om debr is .

Weneed b u t go back to the e a r l y days of t he o l d Cemetery Associstion to discover t h a t con‑
d i t i o n s in t h e o l d b u r i a l s i t e were n o t a lways t h e b e s t . In f a c t , in 1894 a Canadian r e p o r t e r
on t h e boa t "Garden C i t y " , (wh ich made two t r i p s d a i l y between Toron to and Wi lson) wrote an i tem
f o r t he "To ron to Jou rna l " on which he ‘described various at t rac t ions in t h e r e s o r t town of Wilson.

Among h i s notat ions was t h e comment t h a t "Greenwood Cemetery w a s n ' t k e p t up as w e l l as it
might have been" , and the d r y observation t h a t “ I t m igh t l o o k b e t t e r if they j u s t turned it over
to a fl o c k o f sheep . "

The Greenwood Cemetery fi r s t came i n t o ex is tence on October 2 8 , 1850 when, at a meet iny h e l d
on t h e l o w e r fl o o r of t h e o l d Seminary, c i t i z e n s of t h e town approved a motion by H . B . Tabor
to accept a p a r c e l o f l a n d f r o m L u t h e r Wi lson and f o r m t h e Wilson Cemetery Associat ion.

The cemetery was enclosed w i t h a w h i t e board f e n c e , and an a r c h o v e r t h e en t rance had
"Greenwood" on i t . Committees were appointed to p a i n t , r e p a i r f e n c e s , t r i m t r e e s , and t a k e c a r e
of p a t h s , dr iveways, and t o o l s , and under t h i s arrangement t h e cemetery was c a r e d f o r u n t i l
t h e e a r l y 1900 's .

About t h a t t ime condit ions began to de te r io ra te so i t was decided to t r y and improve t h e
Associat ion and make i t a more worthwhi le o rgan iza t ion .

On J u l y 2 , 1923, t h e Associat ion was re-organized and incorpora ted , b u t , bec ause o f r i s i n g
c o s t s and inaGequate fi n a n c i n g , it was impossible to main ta in t h e graves or g r o u n d s p r o p e r l y .

A f e w years l a t e r , in 1957, t h e res idents voted in a g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n to p l a c e t h e cemetery
under t h e c a r e of t h e town of W i l s o n , and d u r i n g t h e n e x t f e w years t h e g e n e r a l appearnce of
t h e cemetery began to improve.

In 1982, Haro ld Mosher, town superv isor, appointed a Cemetery Adv isory Committee to work
w i t h town o f fi c i a l s o n a l l m a t t e r s p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e c a r e and upkeep o f t h e ceme te ry, and t h e
r e s u l t s o f t h i s j o i n t ven tu re have been outs tand ing.

Members of t h e committee who h a v e he lped make Greenwood a cemetery t h e community can be
proud of a r e : Barbara Moshe r, Cha i rman, Don L u f f , Donna F r i t t o n , S h i r l e y E v a n s , M o l l y M a r t i n ,
Dorothy L innabery, and Eleanor M y e r s , town h i s t o r i a n .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM HOSTS & HOSTESSES:

The f o l l o w i n g o f fi c e r s and hostesses have been selected by Marge Lederhouse to se rve du r i ng
t h e months o f July and Augus t a s a t t e n d a n t s a t t h e museum, Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2 t o 4PM.

J u l y 2nd, E l e a n o r M y e r s * , Don and Wanda B u r r o w s ; J u l y 9 t h , Dick Schmid le * , H o y t and Nor ie
Desso.. ; J u l y 1 6 t h , A r t S c h n o o r * , Gus and David B r a d l e y ; J u l y 2 3 r d , C a r o l e S c h n o o r * , Donna and
S i d P e t t i t ; and J u l y 30, D a r r e l l S m i t h * , Howard and D o r o t h y P a r k e r .

August 6 t h , Ne t t i e S t imson* , V i r g i n i a and Gordon S t r a b l o w ; August1lito, Anne F a e r y * , S a r a
B e r r y and Z i lpha P e t t y ; Aug. 2 0 t h , Don C r o o p * , Win i f red anc Jack Te r r y ; and Aug . 2 7 t h , Wanda
B u r r o w s * , B i l l and M a r g a r e t F r i t t o n .* * * * * * x * * *
SOUNDINGS: ~- .

I f you see a young man open a c a r coor f o ra g i r l , e i t h e r t h e c a r i s new o r t h e g i r l f r i e n d i s .
* x * * * * * * * *
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CLUB VIS ITS PFEIFFERS:

One n i c e t h i n g abou t be long ing to t h e Newfane Golden Age C l u b i s t h a t peop le g e t to see and
d o t h i n g s t h e y never would have done i f t h e y w e r e n ' t members o f t h e C lub .

When Wanda Manha rd t , t h e e n e r g e t i c d i r e c t o r o f t h e C l u b , ar ranged to inc lude a s t o p a t
P f e i f f e r s o n a n a l l - d a y "Fes t i va l o f Go ld " t o u r o f Niagara C o u n t y, w e jumped a t t h e chance t o
j o i n t h e g roup . A f t e r a l l , P f e i f f e r s has b e e n a subs tan t i a l p a r t o f Wilson f o r 38 years and, i n
o u r o p i n i o n , makes some of t h e b e s t s a l a d dress ings in t h i s good o l d U . S . o f A .

When o u r bus p u l l e d u p t o t h e f r o n t e n t r a n c e , w e were g r e e t e d b y s e v e r a l young lad ies who
esco r ted o u r g roup th rough t h e p l a n t , and described t h e var ious processes used to make and
b o t t l e t h e p r o d u c t .

We s l o w l y walked by l a r g e v a t s in which f o o d components a r e mixed w i t h v i n e g a r, o i l , and
spices to produce t h e t a s t y s a l a d dress ings we can b u y in a l l o u r l o c a l s t o r e s .

K e l l y , t h e guide f o r o u r g r o u p , expla ined t h a t approximately 200 rec ipes f o r var ious salads
a r e used a n d , as we watched in amazement, c l a t t e r i n g b o t t l e s on fas t -mov ing conveyors were a u t o ‑
m a t i c a l l y fi l l e d , capped, l a b l e d , and n e a t l y packed and sea led i n cardboard ca r tons . ‑

S a n i t a r y condit ions appear i m m a c u l a t e , and a l l e m p l o y e s , f o r s a f e t y r e a s o n s , wear w h i t e caps
ove r t h e i r heads . I n f a c t , a l l v i s i t o r s were a l s o requ i red t o wear one.

K e l l y informed us t h a t approximately 50 to 60 thousand b o t t l e s of sa lad dress ings a r e p r o ‑
duced each day by o v e r 185 employees work ing s i x days a week on two s h i f t s .

When P f e i f f e r s fi r s t opened i n Wi lson i t was t o t a l l y owned b y them. I t l a t e r changed hands
and is now operated by t h e M a r z e t t i Company. M a z e t t i , h o w e v e r , k e p t t h e P f e i f f e r name because
t h e s a l a d d ress ings have become so p o p u l a r w i t h t h e consumer.

M o s t o f t h e n o r t h e a s t s t r e t c h i n g t o t h e M i s s i s s i p p i i s served b y t h e P f e i f f e r l a b e l which i s
r e p o r t e d t o b e t h e t h i r d l a r g e s t s a l a d d ress ing company i n t h e n o r t h e a s t . The M a r z e t t i Company
a l s o serv ices most of t h e area in t h e s o u t h and southwest Umited S t a t e s .

When o u r t o u r b u s l e f t t h e Wi lson P l a n t abou t an h o u r l a t e r , f o r t y happy Newfane Golden A g e r s
h e l d a b o t t l e o f P f e i f f e r ' s p o p u l a r "Garden Ranch" c r e s s i n g i n t h e i r hands--a g i f t f r o m Marze t t i .

cd * * * * * * * * 4+
WELCOME HOME:

Mark Anére S i n g e r, grandson of Grace S inge r of W i l s o n , has re tu rned to t h e Uni ted S t a t e s
a f t e r s e r v i n g s e v e r a l years i n t h e Peace C o r p s .

Mark i s a L i f e Member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, and has been sta t ioned a t Z i n d e r ,
West A f r i c a ; Maur i tanea; and I n s t a n b u l , Tu r k e y. H i s present address is B u f f a L O .

* *x * * * * * * * *
WORTHY CAUSE:

The Wilson Chapter o f S .A.D.D. h e l d i t s 2nd annual Senior C i t i zen Dance at t he h i g h school
ca fe te r i a on May 2 4 t h , and the sociable event featured del ic ious refreshments and music f rom the
1940-50 era . Seniors who attended s t r o n y l y support t h e young people in t h e i r e f f o r t to d i s ‑
courage Students Against D r i v i n g Drunk. As p a r t of t h e i r program to emphasise t h e dangers of
d r i v i n g under the influence of a l c o h o l , one of t h e i r slogans,"Friends d o n ' t l e t f r iends dr i ve
d r u n k " , is prominently d isp layed in f r o n t of t h e High Schoo l on Lake S t r e e t .

M a t t Te a l and Robin Pol loch headed up the club's s t e e r i n g committee, and were capably assisted
by Amanda Kreusch, Tony Vesc io , Chr is t ina Ash fo rd , Mike ‘Gardener, Melanie Wagner, Kim P e t t i t ,
L i z B a l l , Amanda Bach, Anne H e n r y, Khr issy Murphy, and Michel le F igu ra . Mrs . Mary Moley
Palascios is in charge of the g roup .

+ * * * * * * * * *
NIAGARA U . S . A . :

N iagara Coun ty ' s new Coun ty V i s i t o r Guide i s perhaps one o f t h e b e s t pub l i ca t i ons to come
o u t i n r e c e n t y e a r s . P u t t o g e t h e r b y t h e Niagara Coun ty Tourism Comm., i t cove rs eve ry f a c e t
of Niagara Coun ty a t t r ac t i ons f r o m h i s t o r y and entertainment to maps, accomodations, and savings
coupons. No corner of t h e coun ty h a s been l e f t o u t .

To t h e v i s i t o r o r t o u r i s t who m i g h t t h i n k Niagara F a l l s i s t h e o n l y a t t r a c t i o n i n t h e C o u n t y,
a l o o k at "Niagara U . S . A . " w i l l quickly change t h e i r minds.* * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS:

There w i l l be no mon th l y program meetings d u r i n g J u l y and A u g u s t , h o w e v e r, t h e Board of
D i rec to rs w i l l meet on the evenings o f J u l y 19 th and Augus t 1 6 t h , 7:30 pm. a t t h e museum.

On J u l y 1 5 - 1 6 , t h e Yo u t h S o c c e r Tournament w i l l be h e l d ; On J u l y 1 6 t h a Chiavet ta Chicken
Bar-B-Que w i l l be h e l d at E x l e y Un i t ed Methodist Church f r o m Noon to 3PM. On Augus t 6 t h , t h e
a n n u a l I c e Cream S o c i a l w i l l b e h e l d a t t h e museum grounds f e a t u r i n g t h e " B a r Room Buzzards"
f r o m 2 t o 4 PM.

* * * *¥ * * * * * ‘k
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION:

F o u r t h g rade rs a t Thomas Marks Schoo l ce leb ra ted t h e 137 th b i r t h d a y o f t h e v i l l a g e o f Wilson
w i t h a partyin t h e s c h o o l c a f e t e r i a , May 3 0 , 1995. The c h i l d r e n h a v e been s t u d y i n g t h e h i s t o r y
o f Wilson d u r i n g t h e p a s t yea r and t h e p a r t y was h e l d t o show r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s what t h e y
have l e a r n e d . Approximately 2 dozen a d u l t s at tended besices t h e 4 t h grade c l a s s e s .

The C l a s s t a u g h t by Miss Johanna And r i t z presented an a lphabet " h i s t o r y " o f Wi lson as each
c h i l d h e l d up a pos te r, ( f rom A=Z) and t o l d i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t s abou t Wilson s t a r t i n g w i t h t h e i r
l e t t e r . Fo l low ing t h e program, M r . W a l t e r E v a n s , town superv iso r, presented t h e c l a s s w i t h a
framed map of t h e town o f W i l s o n , and Don C r o o p , represen t ing t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
gave t h e c h i l d r e n souvenirs f r o m t h e town of Wilson Museum.

A b i r t h d a y c a k e and punch were served by t h e youngsters who each shook hands w i t h t h e i n v i t e d
gues ts and thanked them f o r coming. ,* * * * * * * * * *

STUDENTS SELECTED:
Dick Schmidle,Chrm. , announcea t h a t t h e students to rece ive

On C lass Night are C r a i g Henry and Summer Hughs.
7 * * * * * * * * *
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SUCCESSFUL FAIR:

W i l son ' s 23rd Memcrial Day F a i r has t a k e n i t s p l a c e i n h i s t o r y, a n c thanks t o t h e many mem‑
b e r s ana f r i e n d s who p i tched i n t o prepare t h e grounds and b u i l d i n g s , t h i n g s were i n p r e t t y
yood shape by f a i r t ime .

L o c a l Boy S c o u t Troop #67 w i t h P e t e Rademacher, S c o u t m a s t e r , and D a r r e l l S m i t h , f a i r com-‑
inettee member, p laced t r a s h containers around t h e grounds and erected concession b o o t h s , ( i n t h e
pour ing r a i n ) . Scou ts who h e l p e d were Chr is S c h u l t z , P e t e r K o s z e l a k , Andy F r i t z , Ben Gramm,
A r t h u r D i e z , Chris Rademacher, David H o o v e r , ané Robert E i l e r . A l s o working where needed were
A l i c i a Z e i t z and Chr is Murawski.

Some vendors G i d n ' t show because o f t h r e a t e n i n g w e a t h e r , b u t those who came d i d w e l l . O v e r ‑
a l l t h e f a i r ¢ i d v e r y good and w e t h a n k t h e f a i r committee f o r t h e i r fi n e d i r e c t i o n : L o i s
B a r n u m , G a r y F i t c h , Dan K i n g , D a r r e l l S m i t h , and N e t t i e Stimson.

Food concessions d i d w e l l i n c l u d i n g t h e chicken b a r - b - g u e supervisec by S h i r l e y H u n t e r anc
S h i r l e y Linnenbank; C o f f e e and d o n u t s , Jucy Z a u n e r ; H o t Dogs and Peps i , D a l e S c h l y e r ; Popco rn ,
D ick & Sue S c h u l t z ; R o a s t B e e f on Weck, A l t h e a Montgomery ; Pepsi & C o f f e e , S a r a B e r r y ; Homemade
P i e s , Pam G r o f f ; Funnel C a k e s , S a l l y Smi th ; Sno C o n e s , J o e & Linda Moran ; . Don and L inca
L a u r i e , C o t t o n Candy; and Bob and Mary Sav igny, Peps i .

O the r s u c c e s s f u l ventures were hand led b y B a t t y S t i m s o n , Q u i l t ; D ick Schmid le , B o o k l e t s and
Souven i rs ; and M a r y Mawniney, Games.

The "Sky Divers" were grounded by windy w e a t h e r , b u t gooéenter ta inment was provided by Jim
Waldron a t t h e p iano ; t h e Wi lson H igh Schoo l Band, and t h e snappy musical rou t ines by t h e
"Niagara Experience P l a y e r s . " . ,

Museum exh ib i t s fea tu rec a n i n t e r e s t i n g schoo l C i s p l a y i n t h e p a t t e r s o n Room prepared b y
E l e a n o r M y e r s , town h i s t o r i a n ; a Loom-weavingdemonstration by W i n i f r e c Fischer in t h e A r t h u r
Schnoor Room; and an ant igue c a r d i s p l a y by C l a r k St imson and W a l l y Goodman in t h e D r . John
Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g .

A t n o o n , a good crowd ga the red around t h e fl a c j p o l e anc C l a r k Ve t e r a n ' s Memorial Monument,
where members o f t h e Wilson American Legion, D e v i l Dog Marines f r o m L o c k p o r t , and t h e Niagara
Squadron of t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l Cadets conductec a Memorial Service f o r a l l t h e veterans who
cave t h e i r l i v e s f o r o u r C o u n t r y . Ta p s were sounded b y C l a r k Stimson.

The p o p u l a r qu i l t -drawing was h e l d at 4 PM, and f o r t h e fi r s t t ime in 23 years, a l l p r i zes
were awardec to Wilson res iden ts . The drawing was conducted by Dick Schmidle and S g t . Rober t
H u l l , J r . , o f t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l Cadets .

The q u i l t was won b y Don H e l d ; t h e t a b l e c l o t h went t o J o y P e r r y ; t h e wood carv ing was won
by Maxine Jones ; Grace Singer was awarded a "Wilson Sketchbook" H i s t o r y of Wilson; and Marge
Ganshaw and Maryanne Sharpe each received copies of t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc. Recipe Books.

Community support and good cooperation was received f r o m the Wilson C e n t r a l School ; Town of
Wilson; Ex ley United Methodist Church; Our Lacy of t h e Rosary R.C. Church ; Town ane V i l l a g e
Cons tab les ; Wilson Ambulance Se rv i ce ; and "Sk ip Hagen and L a r r y peeseee a D e p t . o f Trans ‑
po r ta t i on . He lp f rom D.O.T. made i t possib le to keep t r a f fi c moving s¥ewey onLake S t r e e t .

Other groups to which weowe thanks are t h e Pfeiffer/Marzetti Company; Rohring Garden C e n t e r ;
he Bas i l Company; 4merican Legion Post. of Wi lson; Wilson High School Band, and a l l ou r f r iends

and non-members who nelped make t h i s y e a r ' s f a i r a success.* + * * * * * * * a
Annual Dinner:

I t was c a . 1913 when "Hub" F e r r i n cecided t o h i r e B i l l Mudge t o e n l a r g e h i s b u i l d i n g i n t h e
o l d Emerson B l o c k , ané ojened u p a r e t a u r a n t . H is w i f e , I d a , r a n t h e p l a c e and i t soon became
known as a Good p l a c e to e a t . H e r s p e c i a l t y was Chicken & B i s c u i t on Sunday,and it was sa i c
t h a t p e o p l e came many mi les to stand in l i n e to g e t a t a s t e of h e r famous Ginners.

O n June 1 9 t h , Mi les L i n n a b e r y, P rog ram C h r m . , decided t o rec rea te one o f I d a ' s chicken d i n ‑
n e r s , ana e n l i s t e d t h e a i a o f Jane t Spor leder to p repare t h e m e a l . A s s i s t i n g h e r was Mi les L i n ‑
n a b e r y, Barbara Moshe r, Emi ly McAvoy, S h i r l e y E v a n s , L u c i l l e Up ton , Jane t Nas lund , Do ro thy L i n ‑
n a b e r y, Mary Len ihan, and Marge Wi l l iams. Of i n t e r e s t is t h e f a c t t h a t Marge Wil l iams and
Barbara Mosher used to w a i t on t a b l e a t t h e "Hub" when t h e y were in h i g h s c h o o l .

A s i t -cow dinner was served t o 7 6 persons s t a r t i n g w i t h a c h e f sa lad and t h e "Hubs" Spec ia l
French d ress ing . This was f o l l o w e d w i t h " M r s . F e r r i n ' s ” Chicken & B i s c u i t PLa te w i t h mashea
p o t a t o e s , peas, r e l i s h t r y , c o f f e e & I c e d T e a , and f r e s n stravberry shor tcake & whipped cream.

C l a r k Stimson cut t o g e t h e r a n i n e p iece c r c h e s t r a f r o m tne Sanborn Banc t o p l a y a s t h e o l a
" I n d i g o e r s " , a Wilson group t h a t p layed f o r dances i n t h e early t h i r t i e s . I t i s a l s o i n t e r e s t i n g
to n o t e t h a t Yvonne Dukesbury Smi thson , who used to s i n g w i t h t h e Mood Ind igoe rs , was present
a t t h e d inner. I n view o f t h e warm evening, w e e s p e c i a l l y wish t o thank t h e l a d i e s who worked.

* * * * * # * * * ve

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:
Neva Benedgict of Wilson was r e c e n t l y i n s t a l l e d as Regent of t h e Niagara F a l l s C h a p t e r, DAR,

ana i n s t a l l a t i o n services were conéucted a t t h e Wilson House I n n i n Wilson.
B e t t y Stimson was r e c e n t l y honored at tue "Moving Up Day" exersizes h e l d in t h e Wilson H i g h

Schoo l . The 1995 issue o f t h e " C r e s t " was ¢ e c i c e t e c t o h e r i n recogn i t i on o f h e r many eccom‑
pl ishments on » e h a l f o f t h e t o w of Wilson.

ve ¥ * eg i bey * * * *

NEW MEMBERS:
P l e a s e welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: W i l l i am C u r t i s of Tonawanca, NY; Joe ana Sandy

Jastryzemski of Ransomvi l le , NY; Bronwen Sprunc; of L o c k p o r t , NY; Michael ana Ray Dunn of W i l ‑
s o n , NY; Debra anc Mike Dukette2 o f Lew is ton , NY; M r . anc m r s . A l b e r t E . J o h n s o no f F i l l m o r e ,NY;
a l s o C r a i Henry anc Summer Huyhs, r e c i p i e n t s o f t h e C l a s s N i g h t Awards f r o m t h e H i s . S o c i e t y.

* * * * * * * * * vs

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
form © witch Gieyencons a ilgctaces’ has conates a PicrovJAriun Car w i t h R e g i s t r a t i o n .

S t e v e n s o n , i g a l e t o n D r u g s t c r b o t t l e s , 6 b e a t s , & Heart-shaped p i l l o w .
M a r i l y n Aftgeier: 9 l s r g 2 scrap b o o paséc . A r t i c l e s aeout World War II
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TROLLEY CAR MEMORIES:
A s a young b o y, one o f o u r occasional e n t e r t a i n i n g p a s t times was t o p l a c e pennies o n t h e

t r a c k s o f t h e o l d t r o l l e y l i n e , t h e n d i g g i n g them o f f as souvenirs a f t e r t h e c a r ' s wheels
fl a t t e n e d them o u t . The motormen d i d n ' t seem t o mind t o o much, b u t i t was a d i f f e r e n t s t o r y
around t h e 4 t h o f J u l y when we p l a c e d s m a l l " t o rpedoes " on t h e t r a c k s .

The sharp explosions when t h e t r o l l e y ' s wheels passed o v e r was e x c i t i n g , b u t o f t e n caused
some of t h e motormen to c l e n c h t h e i r fi s t s and y e l l " l o v i n g " ep i t he t s at u s .

We b e l i e v e i t was around 1919-21 when t h e L o c k p o r t , B u f f a l o , and Rochester l i n e was opera ‑
t i n g in i t s hey-dey, and i t was a b o u t t h a t t ime t h a t t h e l i ne began runn ing h i g h speed c a r s
f r o m B u f f a l o to L o c k p o r t w i t h t h e r i g h t to use t h e In te rna t iona l t r a c k s to Niagara F a l l s and
O l c o t t Beach.

' R i d i n g on t h e Rochester and L o c k p o r t t r o l l e y was an experience one c o u l d neve r f o r g e t and ,
t o a y o u n g s t e r, i t seemed l i k e r i d i n g o n a r o l l e r c o a s t e r a s t h e lumbering c a r swayed back and
f o r t h over t h e uneven r a i l s .

The running time between Rochester and Lockpor t was about two hours and, at t h e t ime , the
t r o l l e y was a n asset t o Lockpor t because cars were g e n e r a l l y loaded wi th p e o p l e and produce
when they came to the Lock C i t y . The t r o l l e y l i n e d i d r u n through a very prosperous f r u i t and
vegetab le producing a r e a , and annua l shipments of produce were said to be c l o s e to s e v e r a l
m i l l i ons o f d o l l a r s . ;

Wer e c a l l t h a t most of the cars on the old inter-urban l i n e were painted green, and the car
i t s e l f was diyided i n t o a bagyage sec t i on , smoker a r e a , and coach which seated approximately
fi f t y peop le .

Many o f the cars operated i n d i v i d u a l l y, but when h a r d pressed t o accomodate passengers,
two-car t ra ins were p u t in operat ion. I t was said t h a t some of the c a r " t r a i n s " could reach
a speed of 80 mi les an h o u r , b u t we were never on one t h a t d id .

When w e rode the t r o l l e y , o u r f avo r i t e sea t was d i r e c t l y back o f the door t o t he motor man's
compartment. There you c o u l d see f a r a h e a d , and we used to m a r v e l how t h e swaying, speedy c a r
was a b l e t o s t a y o n the t r a c k s .

There a p p a r e n t l y w e r e n ' t t o o many accidents when t h e t r o l l e y l i n e began t o o p e r a t e around
1908, b u t hearsay h a s i t t h a t b y 1916 i t was a d i f f e r e n t s t o r y . B y t h e n , wider use o f t h e
automobile meant t h a t every g r a d e cross ing was a s i t e f o r a p o t e n t i a l acc i den t , and , f r o m what
w e ' v e r e a d , many d i d o c c u r .

Perhaps one o f t h e b e s t known branches o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Rai l road connected O l c o t t w i t h
L o c k p o r t , and thousands o f summer v i s i t o r s were a t t r a c t e d t o t h e r e s o r t each y e a r . Many
e l d e r l y residents l i v i n g today may no doubt r e c a l l t h e o l d O l c o t t Beach t r o l l e y depo t .

An o l d newspaper c l i p p i n g describes a 70 m i l e an h o u r g a l e t h a t swept t h r o u g h Wes te rn New
Yo r k i n 1916 causing considerable damage t o t h e L o c k p o r t - O l c o t t D i v i s i o n o f t h e r a i l r o a d . N o
ca rs c o u l d be operated o v e r t h e l i n e f o r 36 hou rs because m i l e s of p o l e s and wi res were down.

One of t h e e a r l y innovat ions of t h e t r o l l e y days were t h e so c a l l e d " To r o n t o Spec ia l s " .
They were v e r y p o p u l a r f o r a w h i l e , and t h e fi r s t " b o a t t r a i n s " o r i g i n a t e d i n Roches te r, NY.
and departed f r o m t h e C o u r t S t r e e t S t a t i o n .

The spec ia l t r a i n s r a n t o L o c k p o r t where I n t e r n a t i o n a l crews t o o k t h e t r o l l e y s t o t h e
O l c o t t P i e r s . There t h e passengers walked o u t on t h e p i e r s and boarded t h e To r o n t o steamers.
Some of t h e ships opera t ing at t h a t t ime were t h e " O l c o t t " , " A r g y l e " and "Chicora".

When motor busses began t o r e p l a c e t h e t r o l l e y i n t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s , t h e y were h a i l e d a s a g r e a t
improvement ovee t h e t r o l l e y c a r . N e v e r - t h e - l e s s , o l d t imers who used t o r i d e those p o l l u ‑

t i o n f r e e t r o l l e y s p robab l y miss t h e convenience and f u n of r i d i n g t h e r a i l s t h r o u g h c i t y and
coun t r ys ide .

O l c o t t ' s b e a u t i f u l lakes ide p a r k has a l w a y s been a p o p u l a r s i t e f o r f a m i l y and sunday schoo l
p i c n i c s , and thousands of persons have enjoyed i t s b e a u t i f u l p i n e groves o v e r the y e a r s . Even
to t h i s day, i t continues to be a p o p u l a r p l a c e f o r p u b l i c gather ings a n d , i f pro jected p l a n s
f o r f u t u r e development of t h e p a r k and w a t e r f r o n t are r e a l i z e d , O l c o t t may once again become
one o f t h e biggest a t t rac t ions in Western New Y o r k .* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

The reason v o l u n t e e r s a r e n ' t p a i d i s n o t because t h e y a r e w o r t h l e s s , b u t because t h e y a r e
p r i c e l e s s .

* * * * * * * Fd *x
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EXLEY VAULT:

Thanks to P a s t o r Sue Kaiser of E x l e y Uni ted Methodist C h u r c h , a l i t t l e in format ion has been
reveale@ on how t h e E x l e y f a m i l y v a u l t came to be b u i l t in Greenwood Cemete ry.

Wi l l iam H o l m e s , t r e a s u r e r o f t h e Cemete ry A s s o c i a t i o n , repo r ted t h a t p r i o r t o 1887, Thomas
and C h a r l o t t e E x l e y purchased l o t # 4 0 , Sec . A , i n t h e cemetery f o r $40.00 d o l l a r s .

They received a deed f o r t h e l o t b u t l a t e r t o l d t h e t r u s t e e s t h e y wished to b u i l d a v a u l t
b u t t h a t l o t #40 was inadequate f o r t h a t purpose. .

The cemetery Board agreed to exchange it f o r l o t # 1 5 8 , Sec. D, on t h e Creek b a n k , and t h a t
was where t h e v a u l t was l a t e r b u i l t .

The E x l e y f a m i l y l i v e d on t h e Maple Road , and t h e y mace s e v e r a l l a r g e donations to t h e
Mthodist-Episcopal Soc ie t y. One g i f t made it poss ib le to b u i l d t h e o r i g i n a l b r i c k church on
L a k e S t r e e t i n 1884. * * * * * * * * * *
VISITS HOME TOWN:

Bea Hicks v i s i t e d h e r hometown r e c e n t l y wh i l e enroute to New Yo r k C i t y as a representative
of Chapter V, San Francisco Chapte r of t h e Co lon ia l Dames of America.

Re tu rn ing to Wilson she dedicated s e v e r a l s tones to be placed in Greenwood Cemetery on t h e
S t o c k w e l l f a m i l y p l o t . F o l l o w i n g t h e d e d i c a t i o n , she and h e r husband , L t . C o l . F loyd H i c k s ,
U . S . A r m y, r e t i r e d , hos ted a d inne r a t t h e Wilson House I n n f o r f a m i l y members.

B e a s ' s a n c e s t o r , Stephen S t o c k w e l l , s e t t l e d .i n Somerset i n 1824, and moved t o Wilson i n 1834.
S t e p h e n ' s s o n , Edwin, d ied a t Po in t L o o k o u t d u r i n g t h e C i v i l W a r , and one o f h i s two s o n s ,
Edwin E . S t o c k w e l l , was a l o n g t ime res iden t o f t h e town o f Wilson.

H i s farmhouse s tood where t h e Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l is t o d a y. It was l a t e r moved on r o l l e r s
to a new loca t ion . Beas's grandparents l i v e d in t h e house wh i l e i t was be ing moved and reportec
t h a t t h e movers d i d n ' t even b r e a k a d i s h .

Bea is President of t h e San Francisco Chap te r V, Co lon ia l Dames of America, anc a l s o holds
important pos i t ions in s e v e r a l o t h e r He r i t age Organ iza t ions .

Two o f B e a s ' s s i s t e r s , M i ld red Schou l tz & Marion Winger, res ide i n W i l s o n , and another
s i s t e r , M a r t y H a r v e y, l i v e s i n O l c o t t .* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

Thomas E. Singer of Washington, DC, no tes t h a t he h a s l i v e d in a number of p l a c e s l i k e New
Yo r k C i t y , C a s a b l a n c a , London, Birmingham (UK), P a r i s , and San F ranc i sco , b u t h e th inks h e has
Spent more time in Wilson than any of t h e above.

Tom believes tha t most people l i k e to focus on t h e i r r o o t s , and suggests tha t . t h i s may be
the reason the Wilson His tor ica l Soc ie ty i s s o popu la r w i t h o u t - o f - s t a t e members.

He wishes to congra tu la te Don B u r r o w s , Gary F i t c h , and a l l o the r leaders o f t h e soc ie t y f o r
coing such a good job .

He is opt imis t ic about the f u t u r e o f America, and believes our Count ry and the Town of
Wilson w i l l prosper a s l o n g a s w e continue t o procuce b r i g h t , i n o v a t i v e , and energet ic sons
ane caughters. . 7. * * % * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

L i l l i a n L a u e r , 8 6 , a f o r m e r W i l s o n fl o r i s t , d i e d J u l y 1 4 , 1 9 9 5 , a t I n t e r ‑
C o m m u n i t y H o s p i t a l , N e w f a n e , She was a l o n g time member o f t h e Eas te rn S t a r , No. 268 o f
W i l s o n , and an H o n o r a r y Member o f t h e Wi lson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y.

She was t h e widow o f Frank L a u e r , . a n d i s survived b y a s o n , Frank E . (Jean) L a u e r o f
Amhers t ; and a d a u g h t e r, Cynthia Wi lson o f W i l s o n ; a l s o a s i s t e r , Dorothy McCa lu ley o f A u s t i n ,
Te x a s ; and a s i s t e r - i n - l a w , Marie Getman-of Wilson.

F u n e r a l arrangements were made by t h e Hamilton & C l a r k F u n e r a l Chaple of Wilson.* * * * * * * * * #
LIFE IN THE OLD BOYS YET:

The soc ie t y s t i l l has a f e w v o l u n t e e r s who know how t o g e t t h i n g s done , anc Micky H u n t e r ,
Chrm. of t h e Breezeway/Shelter Comm., d o e s n ' t have to h a v e a fi r e b u i l t under him to y e t th ings
s t a r t e d . F o r two years t h e s o c i e t y h a s been " k i c k i n g " around t h e idea o f p u t t i n g a c a r p e t i n
t h e Breezaway. Micky decided i t was t ime f o r a c t i o n anc n o t o n l y purchasec t h e c a r p e t , o u t
Crove t o " Va l u e " i n L o c x p o r t and picked i t u p . H e t h e n engac:d C a r l Bocie o f t h e Dan ie l ' s R c . ,
Ransomv i l l e , who d i d a b e a u t i f u l j o b o f l a y i n g i t down.

Chuck M e s s e r s m i t hhas a l s o been do ing a creat j o b o f keeping t h e windmi l l i n good working
orcer ever s ince 1984 when he t o o k c h a r g eo f hav ing i t e rec ted . No t ing t h a t t h e upper p l a t f o r m
was r o t t i n g o u t , Chuck g o t "Red" C l a r k t o l o w e r t h e upper s t r u c t u r e t o t h e ground w i t h h i s crane:
A r t Schnoor was a b l e to r e p l a c e t h e wood p l a t f o r m ; and "Chuck" was a b l e to check every th ing
o v e r and make necessary r e p a i r s . O the rs who l e n t a hand moving m a t e r i a l s , sc rubb ing fl o o r s , e t c . ,
were D ick S c h m i d l e , Don B u r r o w s , G a r y F i t c h , a n d E l t o n K r o p p .* * * * * * * * * *
INTRIGUING THOUGHT:

J u l i e Creasy o f V i r g i n i a Beach, V A . , enter ta ins a n i n t e r e s t i n g t h e o r y about t h e f o r m e r
s e t t l e m e n t o n "Sunse t I s l a n d " i n Wi lson.

Some o f t h e p e o p l e , she b e l i e v e s , who used t o "summer" a t t h e South F o r k F i sh i ng and Hunting
C l u at Johnstown, P A . , may have l e f t t h e r e a f t e r t h e g r e a t Johnstown Flood of 1889, and came
t o " S u n s e t I s l a n d " i n Wilson.

n e may b e r i g h t because i t i s a known f a c t ‘ t h a t p e o v l e f r o m t h e P i t t s b u r g area spent
t h e i r summers on t h e " i s l and " i n t h e 1890's. Amongst them were Jake M i l l e r who was f o r e m o s t i n
Ceveloping t h e " i s l a n d " , and W i l l i a m Wright who owned t h e P i t t s b u r g H o t e l .* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT:

Yo u know you l i v e i n a s m a i l t o w n wnen y o u miss a Sunda i r o G ge e i . y S s G a y a t Church and r e c e i v e two g e t
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I C E CREAM SOCIAL:

The a n n u a l i c e cream s o c i a l was h e l d at t h e museum Sunday xétexnoen, Augus t 6 t h , and e n t e r ‑
tainment was provicec by t h e p o p u l a r " B a r Room Buzza rds , cou r tesy o f . t h e Wilson Tourism Comm.

S a l l y Smith was i n charge o f r e f r e s h m e n t s which consis ted o f generous po r t i ons o f i c e cream
sundaes; r o o t b e e r fl o a t s ; and Pepsi . A G e l i c i o u s v a r i e t y o f toppings were a v a i l a b l e i n c l u d i n g
f r e s h Niagara County peaches donated b y Don anc Wanda B u r r o w s . I c e cream was f r o m t h e l o c a l
Lakeside Market.

Persons who he lped t h e soc ie t y p u t on t h e soc ia l w e r e , S a l l y S m i t h , Chrm. , Don and Wanca
B u r r o w s , D a r r e l l and Joshua Smith; L o i s Barnum and Jenna Andrews; Susan and S c o t t Sohiegray;
and Mary ané H o l l y S c h u l t z . Dan K i n g and D a r r e l l Smith he lped w i t h t h e " s e t - u p " .

V i r g i n i a and Gordon S t r a b l o w were h o s t and hos tess a t t h e depo t f r o m 2 t o 4Pm, and Don Croop
g r e e t e d v i s i t o r s a t t h e D r . A r g u e C a r Bu i ld ing .Sk ip R a n c a l l , Coomer, R d . , repa i red s o c i e t y ' s t e n t

* *& * * * * * * * *
EASTMANS V I S I T MUSEUM:

Rober t and A l t h e a Eastman o f N o r t h r i d g e , C a . , v i s i t e d t h e museum r e c e n t l y . R o b e r t ' s 9-creat
Grandfather, John Eas tman, came to Wilson w i t h Reuben Wi lson in 1810, and l i k e Reuben, signed
a r t i c l e s w i t h t h e Hol land Land C o . f o r 100 acres o f l a n d .

G i l b e r t Pu rdy, who came w i t h t h e Eastman and Wilson f a m i l i e s , he lped them e r e c t
eab ins .

John Eas tman 's fi r s t w i f e was P o l l y Purdy who he marr ied in Canada and h i s second w i f e was
C la r i ssa Hamblin who he mar r ied a f t e r a r r i v i n g in Wi lson .

The Eastman p r o p e r t y was o n l o t # 8 2 , b u t i n 1818 h e t r a d e d t h e l a n d t o James C o l e o f H a r t ‑
l a n é . S h o r t l y a f t e r , he movec h i s f a m i l y to Chautauqua Coun ty where he res ided u n t i l 1850.

In t h e 1850 U . S . C e n s u s , John Eastman is recorded as be ing 78 y r s . o f aye and l i v i n g w i t h
twa sons in Freehold Towmship, War ren C o . , P a . H i s w i f e , C lar issa Hamblin E a s t m a n , is b u r i e d
i n V i l l e n o v a , Chautauqua C o . , N . Y.

Rober t Eastman's g - g r a n d f a t h e r, H e n r y , was b o r n i n Wi lson .* * * * * * x * * *
THANK YOU:

W ewish t o thank G a i l P e t t i t Jeacock o f F o r t E r i e , Canada; J u l i e Creasy o f V i r g i n i a Beach;
and J . E . anc A l i c e F r i t t o n McCarthy of Camcr ia , C a . , f o r t h e i r r e c e n t donations to t h e s o c i e t y ' s
Endowment Fund. * * * * * * * * * <
THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

Ora P e t t i t of Galewood D r i v e , Wi lson, was born in Wilson in 1906, and gracuated f r o m the
Wilson High School i n 1924. H e married Marion Wi lson, and they had two c h i l d r e n , Gail (Jeacock)
1937; and Pau l O . P e t t i t (1942.

Ora has been a f a m i l i a r fi g u r e around Wilson f o r many years , and once owned ane operated
the P e t t i t E lec t r i c Shop on Young S t r e e t f o r 40 years. He has a l s o been an act ive member o f
t he l s t Bap t i s t Church f o r 50 years , and a member o f t h e Masonic Lodge f o r 60 years .

He is a char te r member of t he Wilson Yacht Club, ané has been a "Ham" Radio Opera tor f o r
many years .

Ora ané Marion are bo th Honorary members o f t h e Wilson His . Soc. which they jo ined in 1972.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

L e s t e r C l a r k o f Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a , h a s donated a B l o c k & Ta c k l e , B a l e H o o k , Monkey Wrench,
R u l e r , and Ca l i pe rs .

P a u l Haro ld Fami l y, Chatham, VA: Standard O i l Co . o f America "P rac t i ca l Lub r i ca t i on f o r t h e
Automobile" Copywrite 1923; M a s t e r N o . Map, N iag . C o ; 1873 Handbook of Herbs;Farmer Almanac.

M r s . Rober t (Jean) Mart in o f P i t t s b u r g , P a : Typed H i s t o r y o f "Sunse t I s l a n d " b y t h e l a t e
Bessie C r a w f o r d ; Maps o f Map le Grove P a r k , Wi lson; 1 7 Photos o f " S u n s e t I s l a n d " and H a r b o r ;
Two o f Niayara F a l l s ; and t h r e e l a r g e Photos o f " S u n s e t I s l a n d " .

M r s . Myron Moyer, Wilson: Twenty-s ix pieces of Shee t Mus ic ,ear ly 1900 's ; E a r l y Two Piece
Wool Ba th i ng S u i t .

Don Croop : 01d l e a t h e r change purse ; Pamphlet "Smi les" f o r ICMH pat ien ts ; Framed P r i n t o f
1880 F r e i g h t Locomotive; Parchment Copies Ge t t ysou rg A d d r e s s , B i l l of R i g h t s , G e t t y s b u r g
B a t t l e fi e l d Map; Union Sun & J o u r n a l 3/15/1945; O r i g i n a l c o l l e c t i o n o f sketches f o r "Wilson
Sketchbook" ; RecorGings of Greenwood Cemetery ; 4 01d Pens f o r Randa l l Rc . Schoo lhouse; Two
L a c y ' s H a i r Combs; French N a i l B u f f e r (Lady 's ) ; Aus t r ian Hone: and L a r g e C l i p a c v e r t i s i n g l a t e
S t a n B o r n g r a e b e r ' s P o t a t o Serv ice i n Wi lson.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

The Board o f D i r e c t o r s h a s accepted, w i t h r e g r e t , t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f Marge L e d e r h o u s e , Sunday
H o s t e s s Chairman, M r s . Winnie Fischer h a s agreed to t a k e h e r p l a c e s t a r t i n g in Oc tobe r.

L o i s Barnum r e p o r t e d t h a t she h a s asked M e r r i t T h i l k to do some necessary w i r i n g in t h e
museum.

Jan Spor lede r sen t a l e t t e r to t h e Board s t a t i n g t h a t i t i s d i f fi c u l t t o p u t on d inne rs
uncer presen t condi t ions She suggested t h a t t h e s o c i e t y consicer purchas iny d ishes and s i l v e r .
before h o l d i n g any future even ts .

A motion was made and unanimously approved to e r e c t a new s t o r a g e b u i l d i n g on t h e museum
grounés. The Wilson Town Board gave i t s approval at i t s meet ing on Augus t 14 tn .

* ¥ *¥ * * * ¥* * * *
SEPTEMBER GREETERS:

Because no hostesses were prov ided f o r September, t h e f o l l o w i n g Di rec to rs a r e asked to
prov ide someone t o s t a y w i t h them a t t h e museum: S e p t . 2 r c , Do ro thy M a x fi e l d ; S e p t . 1 0 t h ,
Anne F a e r y ; S e p t . 1 7 t h , N e t t i e St imson; and S e p t . 2 4 t h , L o i s Barnum.

D i rec to rs w i l l meet September 13 th ; R e g u l a r meet ing , S e p t . 18 th . Museum, 7:30 PM.
Ped *& * * * * * * x *

FINAL 'FHOUGHT: The t r o u b l e v i t h c c i n g no th i ng is y o u c a n ' t s t o p to r a s t .



ary(iiy y ,:

Ir A

(Sutqutag ueweqtoo)
9 °ON P o “TOA S661 7 e q 0 9 9 0

s00p2 ‘dOO8) “M GIVNOO

YILLSISMIN
, = EQLE- TLIVL ABOA ASN ‘NOSWA

Geloben 197° dy30q yens0r81eE VOSTIRR

TS

Ceaemeeemmead

D e e
[emmemnatd

a

VOLUNTEERS HOLD FIELD DAY:
Th is y e a r ' s Fireman F i e l d Day was h e l e in Wilson on Aug. 25-26 , remind ing us t h a t t h e Wilson

Vo l u n t e e r s have been h o l d i n g fi e l d days f o r t h e p a s t 7 2 y e a r s .
The Company was f o r m a l l y organized on S e p t . 1 7 , 1923 , and t h e fl e d g l i n g organizat ion s t a r t e d

w i t h E r n e s t H o r t o n as t h e fi r s t Pres ident . Meet ingswere h e l d above H o r t o n ' s Hardware s t o r e
or Biggin 's Blacksmith Shop, anc l a t e r in t h e s m a l l cobb les tone b u i l d i n g t h a t once served as
Lu the r Wi l son ' s o f fi c e .

The new company was p r e t t y h a r d - u p f o r f u n d s , ane at w e e k l y meetings t h e men usec orange
c r a t e s f o r sea t s . The fi r s t fi r e equipment was a p a i r of hose c a r t s borrowec f r o m t h e Newfane
F i r e Company.

In o r d e r to r a i s e f u n d s , t h e v o l u n t e e r s h e l d a number of money-making e v e n t s , t h e fi r s t be ing
2 b a l l o o n dance in t h e o ld Midéleton H a l l on Young S t r e e t . I n t e r e s t in t h e dance waskindleé by
launch ing b a l l o o n s i n t o t h e ai r - -some w i t h c o l l a r b i l l s a t tachecé, ané anyone fi n d i n g one was
g iven f r e e admission to t h e cance.

The fi r e company's fi r s t fi r e t r u c k was purchased March 1 4 , 1925--a LaFrance Pumper. It is
s t i l l in good running condition and is o f t e n re fe r red to as "Old B e t s y " . The l a t e B i l l S c h e f fl e r
was one o f i t s fi r s t d r i v e r s .

Some o f the fi r s t vo l un tee r firemen signed notes to r a i s e the $12,000 neecec to purchase the
t r u c k . Prices were comparatively l o w e r in the e a r l y 1920's when a fireman's u n i f o r m , f o r i n ‑
s t a n c e , cos t a s l i t t l e a s $2.50 f o r h a t , t r o u s e r s , and s h i r t .

Cha r te r members o f t h e company were Ernes t H o r t o n , Charles Crawford , James Wi lson , Lee Ward,
B i l l L a s h n e r , Mer le Wi lson , Roy DeNeau, H a r r y Ho l cen , Hen ry S t o c k w e l l , Herman Smi th , and
H a r r y Biggyins. . .

The fi r s t annual F ie ld Day was he ld Aug. 30, 1924, anc i t featured many a c t i v i t i e s such a s
“Pree- fo r -a l l " horse and pony races w i t h $20 cash pr izes f o r the winners.

A parade was he ld a t t : 0 0 PM, and many other fiel@ Gay events fol lowed inc lud ing running
r a c e s , t u g - o f - w a r s , t h r e e leggec r a c e s , honeymoon r a c e s and sack r a c e s . There were a l s o penny
scrambles f o r t h e k i d s , neanut r a c e s , and quo i t -p i tch ing contes ts .

The p o p u l a r o l d fi e l c days of yes te r yea r nave disappeared and been rep lacec by o t h e r a t t r a c ‑
t i o n s such a s Carniva l r i d e s , h o w e v e r , a f e w o f t h e p o p u l a r o l d f a v o r i t e s l i k e Chicken Chowder,
homemade f o o d s , and Bingo have been re ta ined by t h e fi remen .

This y e a r ' s event was h e l c o n F r i c a y and S a t u r d a y, ane a 5 K r u n and Micway were fea tu red o n
F r i d a y. S a t u r d a y ' s events inc lucec Chicken C h o w d e r, f o o d s t a n d s , and fl e a m a r k e t a l s o a huge
firemens ' parade at 5:00PM.’ In a d c i t i o n , t h e annual C r a f t s Show was h e l d f r o m 9AM to 5PM.

The parade, which l a s t e d ove r an h o u r and a h a l f , fea tured many fi r e companies, musical
g roups , fl o a t s , and o l e c a r s .

The H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y e n t r e e i n t h e parade was t h e l a t e D r . John A r g u e ' s 1934 P ie rce A r r o w
w i t h which he won f o u r Nat ional Championships. Don B u r r o w s d rove t h e c a r w h i l e Don C r o o p watchea
t h e temperature G u a g e . S a r a B e r r y and Z i l pha P e t t y , c h a r t e r members of t h e s o c i e t y, roce in
t h e back sea t . * * * * * ¥ * *¥ *
SUNDAY HOSTS & HOSTESSES-OCTOBER:

L i s t prepared b y Winnie F i s c h e r , Chrm: O c t . I s t , Jim Wa l d r o n ( * ) , Marion Campbel l and A l i c e
Davenpo r t ; O c t . 8 t h , O l l i e C l a r k ( * ) , H e l e n H o r t o n and L o r i n e A l lge ie r ; O c t . 1 5 t h , Jean and
Richard S c h m i d l e ( * ) ; O c t . 22nd , Judy and Daniel K i n g ( * ) ; O c t . 2 9 t h , F l o y d C l a r k ( * ) , W i l l i a m
and Maxine J o n e s . ( * ) cenotes person responsib le f o r opening and C l o s i n g museum.* * * * * * * * * * *
NEW WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN:

M a r y F. S c h u l t z of Ransomville h a s been appointed Chairman of t h e Ways & Means Committee.
Mary w i l l r e p l a c e Dick Schmidle who res igned t o t a k e o n t h e d u t i e s o f S e c r e t a r y .* * * * * * * * * *
OCTOBER MEETINGS:

O c t . 10 th : Boarcé o f D i rec to r s . Museum, a t 7:20 PM.
O c t . 1 5 t h , R e g u l a r Meet ing Museum, 7:30 PM. P r o g r a m to be announced.* * 5 * ¥* * * * * *

HAVE YOU NOTICED ?
How a v e r y t h i n si s f u r t h e r away t h a n i t used t o b e . . . s t a i r s a r e s teeper t han t h e y were w h e n

we were young...everyone speaks so l o w you c a n h a r c l y h e a r t h e m . . . e v e n newspaper p r i n t is s m a l l e r
When combing o u r h a i r t h e o t h e r day w e saw o u r r e fl e c t i o n and decided they d o n ' t even make

m i r r o r s l i k e t h e y d i c i n t h e o l ¢ days .
w o k f & w e & * w e w o &
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B U I L D I N G FOR THE FUTURE:

The Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y is a n o n - p r o fi t organ iza t ion char tered by t h e New Yo r k S t a t e
Board o f Regents a t A l b a n y. I t was organizec by a group o f Wilson res idents in te res ted in
oreserving memorabilia and a r t i f a c t s s i g n i fi c a n t to Wi l son ' s h e r i t a g e . Through t h e i r e f f o r t s
a museum f a c i l i t y was established in Wilson t h a t w i l l b e , i f preserved, a c u l t u r a l " g o l d mins"
ané h i s t o r i c voint of i n t e r e s t f o r f u t u r e yenerations.

Dur ing t h e p a s t f e w years t h e s o c i e t y h a s been operat ing under d i f fi c u l t y because o f t h e
l a c k o f s t o r a g e space in which to k e e p a l l t h e mate r ia l s anc suppl ies acquired . Thanks to
B i l l F r i t t o n , t h e s i t ua t i on was somewhat he lped when he al lowed t h e soc ie t y to use h i s b a r n
on Lake Road, b u t whenever mate r ia l s a r e needed i t means a 5 or 6 m i l e t r i p back and f o r t h
to t h e museum.

The Board of D i rec to rs fi n a l l y decided to f a c e up to t h e s i t u a t i o n , and unanimously
approved a motion t o e r e c t , pending Town a p p r o v a l , a new s t o r a g e b u i l d i n g o n t h e museum grounds.
That dec is ion was approved by t h e Wi lson Town Board at t h e i r r e g u l a r meet ing in A u g u s t .

The p ro jec ted 40x80 f o o t s t o r a g e f a c i l i t y w i l l have a t e n f o o t overhang a l o n g t h e sou th
w a l l to permi t d i s p l a y of o l d f a r m machinery--once so common to t h e Wilson ‘ farming community.

The new b u i l d i n g w i l l a l s o make i t eas ie r f o r o u r ha rd -work ing vo lun teers - -espec ia l l y around
Memorial Day when t h e y s e t - u p f o r t h e a n n u a l f a i r .

S t o r a g e of equipment which now c l u t t e r s up essen t i a l d i s p l a y areas inc ludes such items as
l u m b e r , o l é c a r s , l a w n mowers, f u n n e l c a k e equipment, c o t t o n candy machine, t r a s h b a r r e l s ,
t e n t and awnings, t i c k e t b o o t h s , t a b l e s and c h a i r s , a l s o a v a r i e t y o f o t h e r supp l ies .

One Bay in t h e F i t t r o Shop,(barn) h a s been k e p t so f u l l of s t o r a g e mater ia ls it h a s been
impossibie f o r Ed A l l g e i e r , C h r m . , to e x h i b i t o l d t o o l s and cons t ruc t a Blacksmith Shop.

The Breezeway and Argue C a r B u i l d i n g have b o t h been used to s t o r e t h i n g s making it impossible
to p r o p e r l y e x h i i t t h e ant ique c a r s and p u t up d i s p l a y cases. The Breezeway h a s a l s o been
c l u t t e r e d u p w i t h mater ia ls making i t d i f fi c u l t t o fi x i t u p a s a c a r r i a g e room f o r wagons,
buggies, and e t c . Even t h e shed at t h e west end of t h e Depot is p i l e d to t h e c e i l i n g w i t h cha i r s .
These a r e j u s t a few examples of cond i t ions t h a t c a n be el iminated w i t h a new s t o r a g e building.

Now never b e f o r e , s ince t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y was organized i n 1972, h a s t h e Board o f D i r e c ‑
t o r s e v e r authorized a d i r e c t appea l to t h e membership, town,and v i l l a g e b o a r c s , f o r fi n a n c i a l
a s s i s t a n c e , b u t a f t e r a n o f f e r was made b y a c o u p l e s o c i e t y members t o donate toward t h e p r o ‑
j e c t , i t was suugested t h a t o t h e r s migh t a l s o conate if t h e need f o r funds were known.

O l l i e C l a r k , Pro jec t Eng ineer, h a s determined t h a t t h e completed b u i l d i n g may appreech
$30,000, and according to Dan King, Finance Chrm. , t he soc ie ty can , at t h i s t ime , come up wi th
two t h i r d s o f t h a t fi g u r e .

Since we have over 600 members b o t h l o c a l l y and throughout t h e United S t a t e s , i t has been
sugyested t h a t i f most would contr ibute even ,$5 o r $10 c o l l a r s , i t would subs tan t i a l l y h e l p to
" c l o s e t h e g a p " . O f course l a r g e r amounts woul¢c b e welcome ance g r a t e f u l l y accepted.

N a t u r a l l y w e have n o way o f knowing i f o u r members and f r iends w i l l respond t o t h i s appea l ,
b u t a s the o l d saying goes, "Nothing v e n t u r e d , noth ing gained."

As you should be aware, a l l lands acquired by ‘ the H is . Sac. have been accepted by the Town
Board, b u t we should also keep in mind t h a t i f i t w a s n ' t f o r tne His tor ica l S o c i e t y ,the Town
would not own the o l d Depot , F i t t r o B a r n , Barnum B u i l d i n g , D r . Argue Car B u i l d i n g , S h e l t e r ,
new sto rage b u i l d i n g and the twelve acres of land on which they are standing.

I f one t a k e s t h e t ime t o t h i n k a b o u t i t , you may b e surpr i sed a t what t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty
has acquired f o r t h e town and v i l l a g e of Wi lson. N o w, w i t h a l i t t l e h e l p , t h e soc ie t y can
continue to be an a c t i v e , v i t a l p a r t of t h e community.

I f you ag ree , and wish to h e l p o u t , p l e a s e send y o u r con t r ibu t ion to Jim Wald ron , t r e a s . ,
B o x 8 8 , 4239 E a s t L a i e Road, W i l s o n , N Y 14172. Any checks should b e made o u t t o t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, and des ignated++-- the B u i l d i n g Fund. Thank you .

* * * *& * % * * * *
BIRTHDAY BASH:

John Goodrich o f Columbus He igh t s , MN, ce leb ra ted h i s 90 th b i r t h d a y, S e p t . 1 4 , 1995. a t an
open house held- for h im b y h i s c h i l a r e n , Jean P a t c h i n , P h i l i p Goodr ich , and Barbara P h i l l i p s .

Many of us remember John as an a c t i v e member of E x l e y Uni ted Church and t h e Wilson H i s t o r i ‑
c a l S o c i e t y. He was a l s o a Niagara Coun ty F r u i t Agen t f o r 14 years and one o f N iagara 's t o p f r u i t
g r o w e r s . H e was a member o f t h e H o r t i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y, Fa rm B u r e a u , C o r n e l l Extension S e r v i c e ,
anc f o r m e r Chrm. o f t h e Wilson Town Zoning Board o f A p p e a l s .

John migh t be in te res ted in knowing t h a t some of h i s f r i e n c s and f o r m e r acquaintances a l s o
c e l e b r a t e t h e i r b i r t h d a y s i n September: S h e l l y A n c r e w s , Sara B e r r y , E c C u l v e r w e l l , Don Croop ,
L o i s Jennings, and Jack Linnenbank.

% * * * * w w * * *

PERSEVERANCE PLUS:
A r e g u l a r a t t r a c t i o n at t h e a n n u a l F a i r h a s been t h e weaving Gemonstrations p u t on byWinnie

F i s c h e r. She began weaving a s a hobby i n 1970, and a l w a y s welcomes t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o demon‑
s t r a t e h e r s k i l l s to young mothers and t h e i r ch i l d ren who a t t e n d t h e f a i r . She encourages young ‑
s t e r s to t r y t h e i r hand at t h e l o o m a n d , accord ing to h e r , " B e f o r e you know i t , t h e y d o n ' t
want to s t o p weaving." ;

I n 1988, Winnie s u f f e r e d a massive s t r o k e which i n i t i a l l y l e f t h e r p a r a l y z e d , however,
she was a b l e t o m i r a c u l o u s l y r e c o v e r and r e b u i l d h e r l i f e . With g r e a t t e n a c i t y she again
mastered h e r a b i l i t y to opera te t h e f o o t and hand-powered l o o m which, she admi ts , is f a r more
complex t h a n l e a r n i n y to operate a w a l k e r and wheelchair.

T h i s y e a r, Winnie provided a notebook f o r v i s i t o r s to s i g n t h e i r names, ané of t h e 350 who
d i d , 1 2 o f ou r l o c a l towns were r e p r e s e n t e d ,also Amhers t , E a s t Amherst , N . Tonawanda, Tonawanda,
L o c k p o r t , A k r o n , L a n c a s t e r , B e l m o n t , Medina, Lyndonv i l l e , Rochester, Grand Is
West Seneca, Chautauqua, t h e states a Conn. . Mass. ané Province of Oneseic, cana,* * ? * * * * t
SOUNDINGS: F o r g e t y o u r s e l f and t h i n k of

ee sd *& ve
o t h e r s ‐ - y o u ' l l q u i c k l y fi n d j o y i n you r l i f e .

*& * ve de aod ae
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WREATHS AGAIN AVAILABLE:

The Cemeta ry Adv iso ry Comm. w i l l aga in o f f e r 24 i n c h Doug las F i r wreaths w i t h l a r g e bows
and s t u r d y stands to be placed at headstones in Greenwood C e m e t a r y. Wreaths w i l l be placed by
t h e comm. in e a r l y December ane removed in t h e Spr ing .

The e n t i r e c o s t f o r t h e wreaths and serv ice w i l l be $25, anc o rde rs must be placed no l a t e r
than Thursday, November 3 l s t . More information may be had by e i t h e r c a l l i n g Donna F r i t t o n ,
751-9624 or t h e Town C l e r k ' s O f fi c e , 751-6704. Make checks payab le to t h e Town of Wi lson.

S t a t e number of wreaths wanted and names of f a m i l y members where wreaths a r e to be placed.
Members of t h e Advisory Comm. a r e Barbara M o s h e r , C h r m . , Maureen B r y e r , Jean F i g u r a , Donna

F r i t t o n , D o r o t h y L i n n a b e r y, Don L u f f , M o l l y & Ronalc M a r t i n , Rena Rohr ing , F l o y d C l a r k ,
S h i r l e y E v a n s , and E l e a n o r M y e r s . * * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
V i r g i n i a Crossman M o o t , 7 7 , d i e d A u g u s t 2 4 , 1995 a t S t . G e o r g e , WV. Shewas a member o f t h e

Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y s ince 1989.
She is survived by h e r husband , Seward A. M o o t , J r . , of Tampa, F L ; two s o n s , G e r r i t (L inda)

Moot o f W i l s o n ; and Dana Moot o f B u f f a l o ; a d a u g h t e r, Nancy (Donald) Hun t o f S t . G e o r g e , WV;
and two s i s t e r s , Mar jo r ie C . H u r l b u r t o f B r o n x v i l l e , N Y; and Frances M i l l e r o f Newport Beach,CA.

A Memorial Serv ice was h e l d a t S t . John ' s Ep iscopa l C h u r c h , W i l s o n , and in te rment was in
G r e e n w o o g C e m e t e r y, W i l s o n , N Y. * * * * * * * * * *

Bess A . M c K e l v e y, 7 4 , a n a t i v e o f Nuaga ra F a l l s , Gie@ Aug. 3 1 , 1995, a t M t . Sa in t M a r y ' s
H o s p i t a l , Lewiston. She attended t h e Niagara F a l l s Schoo ls and enjoyed h i k i n g a t t r a v e l i n g .
She and h e r husband r a n t h e McKe lvey J e w e l r y S t o r e on N iaga ra S t r e e t , ana@ she joinecé t h e Wilson
H i s to r i ca l Soc ie ty i n 1989, where she h e l d t h e o f fi c e o f L i b ra r i an 1993-1994.

She i s survived b y h e r husband , E l l s w o r t h M c K e l v e y o f N i a g . F a l l s ; a son E r i c McKelvey o f
Ro c h e s t e r ; a daugh te r, Joanne DeLand o f Wi l l i amspo r t ,PA ; and a s i s t e r , Doris F a r l e y o f N . To n .

Services were h e l d at t h e P e t e r Wi l son F u n e r a l C h a p e l on M i l i t a r y Rée., w i t h R e v. B r e s e
o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n Arcadia P a r k C e m e t e r y, Pendleton.* * * * * * * * * ¥

H e l e n Pease S a y e r , 9 2 , an Honorary /Char ter Member of t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , d i e d at I n t e r ‑
Community Hosp i t a l , Newfane , A u g . 1 2 , 1995, a f t e r a b r i e f i l l n e s s . M r s . Sayer graduated f r o m
Wilson H i g h School in 1922, and f r o m Bowl ing Green C o l l e g e of Commerce in 1933.

She was a teacher in b o t h the Lockpo r t and Wilson school systems, and re t i red f rom Wilson
i n 1972. She a l s o was a member o f t h e Delphic C i r c l e i n Wilson an¢ Hospital A u x i l i a r y.

She i s survived b y a daughter, Jessica (Freder ick) Dold o f Wi lson, a n da s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,
C h a r l o t t e 0 . Pease o f Wilson.

A Memorial Service was he lé at E x l e y United Methodist Church w i th Rev. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i ‑
a t i n g , and b u r i a l was in Greenwood Cemetery, Wilson.

* * * * * * * * * *&

Ka th ryn B u t z , 83, o f L o c k p o r t , d ied Sept. 4 , 1995, a t Lockpor t Memorial Hosp i ta l . She worked
at Harrison-Delphi f o r 31 years and r e t i r e d in 1974.

She was a n avid b o w l e r ; v o l u n t e e r i n t h e L k p t . Soup K i t c h e n ; member o f Lockpo r t Eag les
Honor Guard; Sot.-at-arms U.A.W. Tr a v e l C l u b ; Lockpo r t S r . C i t i z e n s ; and Wilson His . Soc ie ty.

She is survived by daughters Brenda (Ray) D r i e r anc B e t t e (Thomas Nicholas) N u h f e r , bo th
o f L o c k p o r t ; and a s i s t e r , F l o r e n c e Anthony o f L o c k p o r t .

Services were coneucted at t h e Rutland/Corwin Funera l Home in N e w f a n e , and b u r i a l was in
Glenwood C e m e t e r y, L o c k p o r t . * * * * * * * * * *

F l o r e n c e Mudge D o n n e r , 9 3 , an Honorary/L i fe Member of t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c . , @ied Sept .1 , '95 ,
a t C l e v e l a n d , Ohio. F l o r e n c e v a s a n a t i v e o f Wilson and graduated f r o m Wi lson H i g h School i n
1920--a lso t h e Teachers ' T r a i n i n g C l a s s .

A f t e r teach ing in t h e Wi lson a r e a , s h e and h e r h u s b a n d , H e n r y , who predeceased h e r , t rave led
e x t e n s i v e l y i n A f r i c a . Many o f t h e a r t i f a c t s t h e y c o l l e c t e d were g iven t o t h e Wilson Museum,
as w e l l as t h e "Donner Loom" which is on d i s p l a y in t h e A r t h u r Schnoor Room.

She is survived by s e v e r a l n ieces and nephews, and serv ices were h e l d at t h e Hamilton &
C l a r k Funera l Chapel i n Wi lson. B u r i a l was i n t h e f a m i l y p l o t a t No r th Ridge C e m e t e r y.¥ * *“* * * * * * *
NONAGENARIANS:

Jane W i l s o n , w i f ? of t h e l a t e M e r l e W i l s o n , celebrated h e r 91s t b i r t h d a y on S e p t . 7, 1995.
W e w ish t o c o n g r a t u l a t e J a n e , and a l s o c o n g r a t u l a t e a f e w o t h e r H o n o r a r y Members who
celebrated or w i l l c e l e b r a t e 90 p l u s b i r t h d a y s c u r i n g t h i s year :

G r a c e S i n g e r, Mable B u r r o w s , F rank F e n n , Mar ie t ta Goodman, Cora Gushee , L u c i l e
K e r c h o f f , F rances Lancy, Gertrude M a r k s , Marion P e t t i t , mma S c h r a d e r , Lyd ia S o u t h a r d ,
Rex S t a c y , John Goodr i ch , Dora Wakeman, Hazel S a l i s b u r y, C h r i s K e l m a n , and Ora P e t t i t .* * * * * * * * * t
NEW MEMBERS:

W e a r e pleased t o ve l come t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: B i l l Loeschke o f W i l son ; M a r g e
Wi l l iams o f Wi l son ; Mary S c h u l t z o f R a n s o n v i l l e ; and Ken anc Marcia Wishau o f R o c h e s t e r , NY.* * * * * *x * * * &
CHARTER FISHING:

The Niag . Co . F i s h i n g A s s o c . was s t a r t e d in 1983 to promote spor tsfish ing in Lake Ontar io.
E a r l y members v e r e B o ) ) P h i l l i p s , P h i l Toenn iessen, D ick M a z i n s k i , P a u l M a s t e n , W a l t e r M i l l e r
anc L a v e l l e D o u g l a s . F i r s t meet ings were h e l d i n members' homes b u t a s t h e c r o u p became l a r ‑
ger, t h e y met i n places like t h e Buckboard R e s t a u r a n t o r Hub H o t e l i n Wi lson.

whe current Pres iden t i s H a r r y T o l l i , and t h e g r o u p continues to t a k e an a c t i v e p a r t i n
t h e fi s h i n g i n c u s t r y o f Lake O n t a r i o and o t h e r N i a g . C o . wa te rs .* * * * * * * a ” x
FINAL THOUGHT: An e x p e r t is anyone who hae suesscd r i g h t more than once.

= * od = cH * * bt *
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BAY HIGHLIGHTS:
Lake I s l a n d P a r k , l a t e r known as Tuscarora P a r k , was acquired in t h e l a t e 1800 's by W. N.

H a r r i s and D r . T. C . Walton. The p a r k which t h e n cons is teé of 100 acres of b e a u t i f u l p i n e
groves borcer ing 12 M i l e C r e e k , was managed by H a r r i s .

The o l ¢ H a r r i s Boarding H o u s e , l a t e r tmown as t h e T u g w e l l C o t t a g e , was famous as t h e " p l a c e
t o go" f o r summer v a c a t i o n i s t s , and s tood a l o n g t h e s o u t h shore o f t h e bay n e a r t h e p r e s e n t
C l a r k Marina.

Tne p a r k was p o p u l a r as a p i c n i c area and includec a wate r s l i d e , b a t h house , and r o w b o a t s .
In 1899, M r . H a r r i s completed a 40 x 70 b u i l d i n g which was calleée t h e Garden Opera House. I t
was a l s o sa id t h a t Ha r r i s c a t e r e d t o a s p e c i a l c l i e n t e l e and a l l owed n o l i g u o r s a l e s , Cesecra‑
t i o n o f t h e Sabbath , p r o f a n i t y, o r bad conduct o f any k i n d .

Tne l e i s u r e l y slow-paced a c t i v i t i e s of t h e l a t e 1890 ' s had l i t t l e resemblance to those e n ‑
j oyed at t h e Wilson harbor t o d a y.

I n 1904, C h a r l e s S n i d e r, f o r m e r e d i t o r o f t h e To r o n t o Te l e g r a m , Gescribed a t r i p . h e ané h i s
o ro the rs t o o k to "Wilson C r e e k " when they were boys. When they sa i l ed in t h e ha rbo r between
the o l d wooden p i e r s , the sun was s e t t i n g i n t h e w e s t , and they not iced t h a t the p i e r s which
were made of t imbers, were sunken and decayed forming a l i n e of saygec and humped stone-fillesd
c r i bs . They appa ren t l y had been s e t on sand, and when storm waves sucked t h e Suppo r t f rom
under them, they s l o w l y sank beneath the water.

The Harr is H o t e l commanded a prominent p l a c e across f r o m t h e channel so the boys proceeced
to s a i l t h e i r boat to t h e land ing fl o a t o f t h e p r e t t y h o t e l where M r . Ha r r i s s tood on t h e dock
to g r e e t them. There they made arrangements to g e t supper, a room f o r t h e n i g h t , and breakfast
the nex t morn ing- -a l l f o r seven ty -five c e n t s . ’

S t r a n g e l y enough, i n 1904, nobody they t a l k e d t o seemed t o know much about the h i s t o r y o f
the h a r b o r. They d id l e a r n , however, t h a t a f t e r t he Americans captured F o r t George in 1813,
U. S. s u p p l y ships were chased i n t o t h e Wilson and O l c o t t harbors where they were captured by
v e s s e l s o f t h e B r i t i s h fl e e t .

A l t h o u g h Wilson was a s m a l l s e t t l e m e n t f o l l o w i n g t h e War o f 1812, a n 1817 su rvey made b y
Commocor Owen of t h e B r i t i s h fl e e t , o n l y marked Wilson as "12 M i l e Creek" and showed no houses
a t  a l l .

A c t u a l l y , t he re was a l o t o f a c t i v i t y a t t h e h a r b o r between t h e War o f 1812 and t h e 1900's .
In 1846, L u t h e r Wilson b u i l t t h e l s t s e t of wooden p i e r s at t h e channel extending 200 f e e t i n t o
Lake On ta r i o - - t he same yea r t h a t Wilson was made a P o r t o f E n t r y . Much food and g r a i n was
s t o r e d in t h e Wilson warehouse and shipped o u t to o t h e r l a k e p o r t s such as Oswego.

The " R . F. Wilson" named f o r L u t h e r ' s s o n , was t h e I s t two masted schooner b u i l t a t t h e
h a r b o r. This was f o l l o w e d by twenty o t h e r schooners b u i l t at t h e b a y.

Always a n a t t r a c t i o n t o b o t h fishermen ané b o a t e r s , Wi lson became a p o p u l a r r e s o r t area a t
t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y, and i n 1900, W i l l i a m Wilson and¢ h i s s o n s , M e r l e and F r e d , s t a r t e d a
commercial fi s h i n g bus iness ‐ -se t t ing n e t s as f a r as s i x m i l e s o u t in Lake Ontar io .

I t was t h i s same y e a r t h a t Clarence Tu g w e l l moved to Wilson and establ ished t h e Fredonia
Canning Company on t h e p r e s e n t s i t e of t h e Pfeiffer/Marzetti Company.

The e n t e r p r i s i n g Tu g w e l l was n o t o n l y instrumental i n hav ing e l e c t r i c i t y b r o u g h t i n t o t h e
v i l l a g e b u t a l s o , t h r o u g h h i s e f f o r t s , h a d t h e fi r s t w a t e r l i n e layed a l o n g L a k e S t r e e t t o
h i s canning company a t t h e southern o u t s k i r t s o f t h e v i l l a g e .

The Tugwe l l s had a modest home o n Lake S t r e e t , ( c u r r e n t residence o f Roger Mawhiney) and
a l s o accjuired t h e Ha r r i s House at t h e h a r b o r .

Tocay, v e r y l i t t l e i s l e f t t o remind one o f t h e cays when Wilson a t t r a c t e d thousands o f
summer v i s i t o r s t o i t s s h o r e s . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e , h o w e v e r, t h a t C u r i n g t h e p r o h i b i t i o n
e r a , t h e f a v o r i t e s p o t f o r rum runners to Grop o f f t h e i r b o o z e , was behind "Wintergreen I s l a n d "
wnere t h e H a r r i s Boarding House once s t o o d . :

* * * * 5 * * * * 7
NOVEMBER CALENDAR:

N o v. 8 t h ; Board o f D i rec to r Meet ing, Wilson Museum, 7 :30 PM.
N o v. 20th ; H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty Meet ing, Wilson Museum, 7 ;30 PM. Program, G u e s t s p e a k e r

f r o m t h e Carouse l Soc ie t y, Tonawanda, N Y.
N o v. 29 th ; C a n t i b i l e Quar te t w i t h g u e s t c l a r i n e t i s t . Hol iday Concer t sponsored b y t h e

Friends o f t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y. 7 :20 P Ma t t h e Wilson Museum.
* * * * *% * * *¥ * +

BON MOT: I f you c a n ' t t h i n k o f any th ing to be t n a n k f u l f o r , t n e n you have a p o o r memory.
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INTERESTING PLACE TO V I S I T:

There a r e many i n t e r e s t i n g p l a c e s t o v i s i t w i t h i n s h o r t d r i v i n g distance o f W i l son , and
one we had t h e p l e a s u r e of see ing r e c e n t l y was t h e Hersche l l Carousel . Museum in N o r t h Tonawanda.

The Carouse l Soc ie ty of t h e N iagara Front ier was organized in 1979 to acquire ano r e t u r n
a 1916 C a r o u s e l t h a t ha@ o r i g i n a l l y been b u i l t b y A l l e n H e r s h e l l .

Overation of t h e Carouse l f o r t h e p u b l i c began i n . 1983, and a c o u p l e years l a t e r , in 1985,
t he s o c i e t y was a b l e to purchase t h e o l ¢ He rsche l l F a c t o r y Complex. Today i t i s comp le te l y
open to t h e p u b l i c , and t h e f a c t o r y f a c i l i t y is under an on-goingrestorat ion p r o j e c t .

Admission to t h e museum includes a r i d e on t h e C a r o u s e l , and v i s i t o r s may a l s o see a
woodcarver at w o r k , or l e a r n t h e h i s t o r y of t h e var ious merry-go-round animals on c i s p l a y.

Addi t iona l r i d e s on t h e Carouse l may be hac f o r 25 c e n t s , mak ing i t a g r e a t p l a c e to spend
a n a f t e r n o o n w i t h t h e s m a l l f r y . * *¥ * * 7 * * * * *
CEMETERY WREATHS:

Th is is to remind you t h a t o r d e r s f o r Christmas Wreaths f o r t h e Greenwooc Cemete ry w i l l be
accepted u n t i l Thurscay, November 2 1 s t .

The 24" D o u g l a s F i r Wr e a t h s , c o m p l e t e w i t h b r i g h t r e d r ibbons anc¢ s t a n d s , w i l l b e placea
by f a m i l y headstones i n . e a r l y December by members of t h e a d v i s o r y commi t tee , and r e m o v a l w i l l
be i n t h e sp r i ng .

The e n t i r e c o s t f o r t h e wreaths and serv ice w i l l be $25, and checks should be made payable
to t h e Town of Wilson. More information may. be had by c a l l i n g Donna F r i t t o n , (751-9624) or
t h e Town C l e r k ' s O f fi c e , (751-6704).

Be s u r e to s t a t e t h e number of wreaths wan ted , and t h e names of t h e f a m i l y members where
they a r e to be p laced. * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

C l a r k and Net t ie Stimson of Lewiston have donated a l a r g e o l d framed p i c t u r e of G e o r g e
Washington f o r use i n t h e Randa l l Road S c h o o l h o u s e , a l s o a p i l l b o x f r o m t h e Wilson Pharmacy,
(1942); and a D r . B u r n s p resc r ip t ion to t h e Bieda Pharmacy.

M. Kram,Upper M t . R d . , Sanborn : Paging B e l l Box f r o m o l é schoo lhouse ; a l s o Rod f o r open ‑
i n g windows in schoolhouse.

R o b e r t & Nancy J a c o b s , Ridge Road: C h i l d ' s f u r coa t and h a t , a l s o p i n k Gress worn b y Rober t
Jacob 's mother.

John D. F i t t r o , V a l l y CA: Photo of Bruce F i t t r o in h i s blacksmith shop w i t h two emplyees.
Winnie Fischer: Materials f o r weaving demonstrations at F a i r. Completed M a t s , (1990 to 1995).
Wilson Midéle S c h o o l , v i a Wal lace Goodman, p r inc ipa l : 1994 Wilson "Cres t " .
Dorothy Maxfield: Buggy Whip Holder. ;

* * * * *°OU*’ * * * *

Lo is Jennings, Accuisitions C h r m . , would l i k e to reminé persons t h a t the soc ie ty appreciates
r e c e i v i n g their donat ions, b u t suggests t h a t everyone make sure t h a t a l l g i f t s l e f t a t t h e
museum have t h e name and address of the donor on them.Your cooperation w i l l make it e a s i e rto
acknowledge ané recoré a l l acquisit ions in t h e transmission book.* * * * * % * * * *
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITY:

B e t t y Stimson has been an ou ts tand ing member o f t h e Wilson Community s ince she and h e r
f a m i l y movec h e r e in 1963, b u t it w a s n ' t u n t i l 1995 t h a t h e r dedication to p u b l i c service was
recognized in t h e 1995 e d i t i o n of t h e Wi lson H i g h Schoo l " C r e s t " .

She ane h e r husband, G l e n n , haé t h r e e c h i l d r e n , P a u l , J i l l , and C l a r k , ana f r o m 1955 t o
1969 she was an emplyee in t h e schoo l ca fe te r ia . In 1968 she began 25 years serv ice w i t h t h e
Niagara Coun ty M ig ran t and R u r a l M in i s t r i es .

She is a l s o an ac t i ve member of t h e Democratic Comm. , and served 6 years as a V i l l a g e
T r u s t e e f r o m 1987 to 1993. In 1981 she established t h e Wilson Tr e e Comm., and t h r o u g h h e r
determined e f f o r t s , Geterred t h e S t a t e from removing t h e b e a u t i f u l t r e e s on L a k e S t r e e t du r ing
a recen t road widenine p r o j e c t .

B e t t y is a c h a r t e r member of t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y, and h a s been responsible f o r
t h e s o c i e t y ' s p o p u l a r cuilt-drawincg on Memorial D a y. She i s , in f a c t , an expe r t g u i l t e r , and
s e v e r a l o f t h e cuilts awarceé h a v e been e n t i r e l y sewn and q u i l t e d b y h e r .

She has a l s o been a c t i v e i n o t h e r h i s t o r i c a l a c t i v i t i e s and served a s t h e fi r s t program
Chairman in 1972. In 1978 she became Housekeeping C h r m . , and a l s o served in 1983 as Ref resh ‑
ment C h r m . , I n 1972 she was e l e c t e d to t h e Board o f Trus tees and servec in t h a t capac i t y
t h r o u g h 1983. I n h e r spare t ime she l o v e s t o read anc enjoys b o w l i n g w i t h t h e R e t i r e e League
at Wilson Townline Bowl.

B e t t y i s f o r t h r i g h t and h o n e s t a n d , i n o u r op in i on , e s p e c i a l l y dese rv i ng o f t h e recogn i t i on
g i v e n h e r i n t h e 1995 Wilson H i g h Schoo l " C r e s t " .* * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER HOSTS & HOSTESSES:

A s prepared b y Winnie F i s c h e r , Chrm. N o v. 5 t h , Don C r o o p ( * ) , Tom and H e l e n Rodgers;
N o v. 1 2 t h , O l l i e ( * ) and He len C l a r k ; N o v. 1 9 t h , Don Bur rows(* ) Edward and Melva B u l l ; and
N o v. 2 6 t h , G a r r y F i t c h ( * ) , John and Jane Demmin. ‑* = * * * * * * * *

MOVEMBER RESFRESHMENT HOSTESSES:
L u c i l l e U p t o n and Barbara Mosher wi l l be in cha rge of re freshments at the. monthly meet ing

of t h e s o c i e t y on November 2 0 t h at 7:30 PM. Norr ie D e s s o , Refreshment Chrm.* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

I f y o u t h i n k k e i n g a p o l i t i c i a n i s easy, t r y s t r a d d l i n g a f e inc b o: 4 L nce w h i l e k e x b o t h ea rsat t h e ground at t h e same time. g e p i n g bo th Gaks
ve & * * * * * *& * *



November 1995 (Page 3)
RENEWAL TIME:

I t i s t ime t o renew your membership i n t h e Wilson H i s to r i ca l S o c i e t y - - - a l l annua l cues
exp i re on December 3 1 , 1995.

A 1996 renewal appl icat ion is at tached to t h e b o t t o m of t h i s page, and your prompt response
w i l l make r e c o r é keeping much easier f o r membership cha i rman , Anne F a e r y .

P l e a s e r e t u r n your appl icat ion and dues to Anne F a e r y , P. O . Box 731, W i l s o n , NY 14172.* * * * * * * * * *
HOMECOMING:

Tom ang G a i l Walder h e l d a f a m i l y celebrat ion in October at t h e South Wilson F i r e H a l l so
f r i e n d s and f a m i l y could meet t h e i r n e w l y married c h i l c r e n , Jon ana, K a r e n . J o n , who l i v e s i n
Te x a s , was married t o Va le r ie S i l v e r b e r g o n O c t . 2 3 , 1993 , and K a r e n , who l i v e s i n C o n n e c t i c u t ,
marr ied S t e v e Mendes on May 5, 1995.

A l l members o f t h e Walder f a m i l y a r e members o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
HARD WORK PAYS OFF:

Sandy S t i m s o n , d a v j h t e r o f C l a r k an¢é Ne t t i e Stimson o f L e w i s t o n , graduatec f r o m Ya l e Univer ‑
s i t y w i t h h e r M a s t e r ' s Deg ree i n Music i n M a y, 1995. She i s now e n r o l l e d a t t h e Eastman School
of Music in Rochester where she w i l l cont inue h e r musical c a r e e r.

When Sandy was growing up in W i l s o n , she was one of t h e hardes t work ing j u n i o r members in
t h e H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y. Way to g o , Sandy.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Beatrice McCabe, 6 3 , a n a t i v e of W i l s o n , d i e d at home S e p t . 6, 1995. She was a graduate of
Wi lson C e n t r a l Schoo l and B u f f a l o S t a t e C o l l e g e .

She t a u g h t in a one room schoo l on Saunders Set t lement R d . , L o c k p o r t , and a f t e r h e r mar r iage
t o Rober t McCabe moved t o M a r i l l a where she t a u g h t Sunday Schoo l f o r over 4 0 y e a r s .

She is survived by h e r husband , R o b e r t and t h r e e s o n s , Thomas (Susan) of Olympia, WA;
Bennet t (Caro l ) o f L o s A n g e l e s , CA; ana S c o t t (Benny) o f S y r a c u s e , NY; a l s o a d a u g h t e r,
Kath leen (Mark) A l l e n o f R o c h e s t e r , N Y; a > r o t h e r , LaMont ( T u l l i a ) R id ley o f A l b i o n , NY; ana
two s i s t e r , A l i c e (Preston) Thomas of L o c k p o r t , anc Barbara (Pharas) M i l l e r of Sebr ing , F L .

Memorial Services were h e l d at h e r church.* * * * * * * * * a
C h a r l e s B u c h n e r, 8 0 , f o r m e r l y o f R a n s o m v i l l e , d i e d S e p t . 1 2 , 1995, a t t h e Ve t e r a n ' s Adminis‑

t ra t i on Medical Center a t B u f f a l o .
Charles attended h i g h school in Wilson ane cur ing Worlc War II was in t h e Normandy Invasion.

He served w i t h t h e 702nd Tank D iv. of the 2nd Army Armored Div. He worked 20 years w i t h the
U . S . P o s t a l Service an@ 8 months w i t h t h e N . Y. S t a t e Pol ice . He was a member of the American
Legion and Disabled American Ve te rans . , ‘

H e i s survived b y 3 s i s t e r s , He len Ple tcher o f Newfane ; F l roence Lampman o f L a k e l a n d , F L ;
and Pa t r i c ia P f o h l o f C h a r l o t t e , NC.

Services vere h e l d a t Arcadia Park C e m e t e r y, Pend le ton , w i t h VA Chaplain David Braumer.* * * + * * * * * *
BUILDING FUND:

The i n i t i a l response to t h e request f o r B u i l d i n g Func Gonations has been good. The soc ie ty
wishes to thank a l l who h a v e cont r ibu ted to d a t e .

There ig a p l a c e a t h e 1996 Applicat ion renewal f o r m where members may s t i l l make a conation
if t h e y so ces i re . In 2 m o n t h s , an announcement w i l l be made revea l i ng how many members
cont r ibu ted to t h e B u i l d i n g F u n d , a l s o t h e t o t a l amount g iven .*& * * * * * * * * *
BAKE GOODS NEEDED:

The s o c i e t y ' s annua l Bake S a l e w i l l b e h e l ¢ a t t h e Wi lson Town H a l l o n E l e c t i o n D a y, N o v. 7 t h ,
s t a r t i n g at 9:00AM--until s o l d o u t . Ways & Means Cha i rman, Mary Fenn S c h u l t z , would appreciate
i t i f a l l c o n t r i b u t i n g members w i l l b r i n g t h e i r baked goods t o t h e town h a l l between 8 & QAM-‑
i f poss ib le . A s s i s t i n g M a r y w i l l be S a l l y S m i t h , L u c i l l e Up ton , anc L o i s Barnum.* * + * * * * * * *
WILSON "DETECTIVES" JOIN SOCIETY:

When v i s i t i n g t h e museum r e c e n t l y , 2 3 members o f Miss Andr i t z 4 t h grade a t Thomas Marks were
g i ven 1 y r . j u n i o r memberships in t h e s o c i e t y. A N e w s l e t t e r w i l l be sen t each month to t h e
" g e t e c t i v e ' s * c l a s s . New Junior Members a r e : David Winquist , S t e v e Andras i k , H o l l i e B a t t , Richarc
Boyé, Veronica Campbel l , P e t e r C l a r k , James C o l l i n , Connie D e v l i n , C u r t i s Duxbu ry, K y l e G r a c e ,
Jack H e i n z , Joshua H e l d , S t a c e y H i c k s , L a u r a H o u s e r , Candace Kaminski ,Kevin L o r t , C a i t l y n Lynch,
Casey McHenry, Chr is M i c h e l , C a i t l i n P f e i l , J u l i a T i t t e r i n g t o n , Michael V o e l k e r , and Timothy Vo s s .

‘ * * * * *# * * * * *
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1996...e c e c e c c e c e c e e e e e e MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION.....2+eseeceeeeeees 1996

NAME... . . e e e e e e e e e e e Ph: ( )escececees N E W. . . . . . .... RENEWAL.. . . . . . . .
A D D R E S S . . .eee c e c e c e c e c e e c e c e c e e e e e e s P. O . B O X . . . . e e e e e CITY. c e c e c e c e e e e e e e e e c e LZIPe c e c e e e e

COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . JR. under 1 8 $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . L IFE $ 1 5 0 . . . . . . . . - ‑
L IFE (COUPLE) $250 . . . . . ENDOWMENT FUND $ . . . . . BUILDING FUND $ . . . . . HONORARY (FREE) . . . . .

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ . . . . . . . . . - 8 5 YRS.+

P lease make 2 11 checks payable t o t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty and r e t u r n t o :

ANNE A. FAERY P.O. BOX 731 WILSON, NEW YORK 14172
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BICENTENNIAL RECALLED:
Twenty -five years ago in M a r c h , 1 9 7 5 , t h e Wi lson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y was des ignated by t h e

v i l l a g e and town Boarés t o a c t i n t h e i r b e h a l f i n a l l p lanning o r a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t e d t o t h e
celebrat ion of o u r Nation's Bicentennial Ye a r of 1976.

D r . John F. A r g u e , P r e s . , appointed t h e f o l l o w i n g members to serve on t h e Bicentennial
Committee: Do ro thy T h i l k , C h r m . , E l e a n o r Mye rs , Don C r o o p , M i l l i e C r o o p , Whitney B a r n u m ,
L o i s Barnum, Haro ld M o s h e r, Barbara M o s h e r , G e r r y Swann , Rex S t a c e y, Winnie S t a c y , Marion
Campbel l , J a n e t S p o r l e d e r, and H e l e n Borngraeber.

An app l i ca t ion o u t l i n i n g a proposedprogram to c e l e b r a t e t h e Bicentennial in Wilson was
suomitted to t h e New Yo r k S t a t e American Revolution Bicentennial Commission in A l b a n y, and
a n answer was received f o r t h w i t h b y t h e committee c o n fi r m i n g t h a t t h e T o w and Villace o f
Wilson were approvec as an o f fi c i a l Bicentennial Community.

R u s s e l P a r k e r , Niagara Coun ty L e g i s l a t o r , presented t h e Bicentennial F l a g and o f fi c i a l c e r ‑
t i fi c a t e t o t h e town a t t h e March meet ing o f t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, end Whitney B a r n u m , town
superv isor, accepted t h e r e c o g n i t i o n .

In the f a l l of 1975, two pr izes were awardec by the committee f o r the b e s t fl o a t s in the
Fireman Fie ldday parade dep ic t i ng t h e b e s t theme f o r t he Bicentennial. The Wilson A l l y Cats
4-H Club received the fi r s t p r i z e of $25, and Cub Pack #21 was awardeé t h e $15 second p r i z e .

In February, 1976, the Wilson Lions Club sponsored a Bicentennial Dance at t h e E l k ' s Club
i n L o c k p o r t , w i t h Don K e l l e r p l a y i n g f o r dancing f r o m 9 t o 1PM. One hundred fi f t y couples
f rom Wilson attended the dinner dance.

Another success fu l event t h a t month was the South Wilson F i r e Co.. "Fo l k Dance” which was
held at t h e fi r e h a l l and very w e l l attended.

The v i l l a g e and town boards took a c t i o nto make t h e Forsythia Bush the Community's o f fi c i a l
flower ing shrub anc, in response to t h i s a c t i o n , t h e committee pu rchased 100 bushes f r o m the
M a r k ' s N u r s e r y and planted them in locat ions around town l i k e t h e Museum, Town H a l l , Cruecger
P a r k , and Greenwood C e m e t e r y.

M r s . M a r v (Esther) Mye rs , l e a d e r of t h e Wi lson Lakemen 4 - H C l u b , conducted a search to fi n d
t h e l a r g e s t t r e e s in t h e township, and s igns were provided by t h e committee to mark t h e t r e e s
chosen. The l a r g e s t t r e e was a P o p u l a r on t h e p rope r t y of Rober t Wa i t e , McChesney S t r e e t , and
was found to measure 17 f e e t 6 inches in c i rcumference. A Box E lder on t h e Rober t Smith f a r m
at M a p l e and N e l s o n roads measured 14 f e e t 7 i n c h e s , and t h e l a r g e s t Maple T r e e was on t h e
p r o p e r t y o f Herman T h i l k , C h e s t n u t Road, which measured t h i r t e e n f e e t , f o u r inches. A l l measure‑
ments W e r e made t h r e e f e e t above ground l e v e l .

A Bicentennial Q u i l t , which was made by lad ies of t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y, was awarded at t h e
Memorial Day F a i r to M r s . Angel ine Rice Wood, f o r m e r home ecenomics teacher at Wilson C e n t r a l
S c h o o l . The g u i l t f e a t u r e d b l o c k s f o r each s t a t e i n t h e U n i o n , ca te o f e n t r y , and s t a t e fl o w e r .

The Tabor B r i d g e and t h e 1823 L o g Cabin in E a s t Wilson were a l s o Gedicatec anc marked , and a
" L i b e r t y " F l a g p o l e conatec b y t h e Hathaway Family was e r e c t e d o n t h e museum grounds.

A " L i b e r t y T r e e " was p lan ted on t h e museum Grounds by t h e Wilson Conservation C l u b and
marked and dedicated at t h e 1976 F a i r .

The Committee purchased and p laced b r a s s markers on t h e 13 fi e l d s t o n e and cobb les tone
houses w i t h i n t h e township, and t h e Cobb les tone T r a i l was l a y e d o u t and b rochu res mace up to
i d e n t i f y t h e houses o n t h e t r a i l . A r i b b o n ‐ c u t t i n g ceremony was a l s o h e l d t o open t h e h i s t o r i c
Niagara T r a i l t h r o u g h Wilson.

h e Brownie , I n t e r m e d i a t e , and Cadet G i r l Scou ts o f Wi lson combinec e f f o r t s t o make a
Bicentennia l Qu i l t which contained b l o c k s dep i c t i ng p l a c e s of i n t e r e s t in Wi lson. The av i l t
was presentee t o t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y and i s o n d i s p l a y i n t h e museum.

The f o u r Womens' Clubs i n . W i l s o n h e l d a Fashion Show i n t h e H i g h S c h o o l f e a t u r i n g costumes
of "Now ané T h e n " , and t h e even t was preserved on fi l m .

The Committee a l s o pa r t i c i pa ted in t h e b u r i a l o f t h e "Time Capsu le " a t t h e Cour thouse in
L o c k p o r t , and donatedseveral copies of s o c i e t y booxlets f o r iuc lus ion in t h e c a p s u l e . The
t ime c a p s u l e is scheculec to be openec in t h e year 2076.

Look ing b a c k , 1976 was a good y e a r , and many p r o j e c t s sponsorec by Wilson organizat ions
remain w i t h us today as symbols of o u r p a s t .

* * * * * *¥ * * * *
DID YOU KNOW. . . . . t h a t i n 1821, w o l v e s were such 'a menace t h a t bount ies were l e v e l e d a t $10 tc

$90 p e r p e l t . The f o u r legged marauders were e l im ina ted f r o m t h e f r o n t i e r by 1900, b u t t h e
w o l e g g e d v a r i e t y a r e s t i l l w i t h u s .* * * * * * * * * ¥

BON MOT: Reputat ions a r e made in minutes--characters a r e b u i l t i f a l i f e t i m e .
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RESORT HOTEL:

I n 1902, one o f t h e most i n t e r e s t i n g and p o p u l a rh o t e l s i n Wilson was t h e P i t t s b u r g H o t e l
b u i l t by J . J . M i l l e r . I t was fi r s t managec by a M r . Wa l t e r s who c a l l e d i t t h e "Glendora"
a f t e r h i s dauchter. ;

L a t e r , Joseph Wrizht bough t t h e h o t e l f r o m M r . M i l l e r and changed t h e name t o " P i t t s b u r g "
h o t e l , and i t was managec b y Wr i g h t ' s s o n , W i l l .

The P i t t s b u r g a t t r a c t e d v i s i t o r s f r o m a l l o v e r , and was n o t e d f o r i t s fi n e f o o d s and
basement b a r . D i r e c t l y ac ross t h e street f r o m i t was a Gance p a v i l i o n , tenn is c o u r t s , wa te r
toboggan, and fi n e b o a t i n g and swimming f a c i l i t i e s .

Each morning a ceremony was h e l é when t h e American and H o t e l fl a g s were r a i s e d which i n ‑
c l u d e d t h e fi r i n g of a s m a l l cannon.

I n 1913, when most o f t h e g u e s t s were o u t f o r a r i d e o n t h e f e r r y " O - S o - E a s y " , a s p e c t a c u l a r
fi r e b roke o u t abou t 7:00PM. Someone f r o m Rooseve l t Beach s a v t h e fi r e b u r n i n g a t t h e t o p
of t h e b u i l d i n g , and c a l l e d t h e te lephone o p e r a t o r in t h e v i l l a g e . The te lephone o f fi c e
was l o c a t e d i n t h e b u i l d i n g t h a t l a t e r housed t h e 01d Diebo ld S t o r e .

The o p e r a t o r gave t h e a l a r m and everyone wh@ c o u l d headed f o r S u n s e t I s l a n d . The fi r e ,
however, was b u r n i n g beyond c o n t r o l and t h e r e was l i t t l e anyone c o u l d d o .

The u n f o r t u n a t e g u e s t s who r e t u r n e d f r o m t h e i r boa t r i de were soon l o a d i n g t h e phone l i n e s
w i t h f r a n t i c c a l l s f o r c l o t h e s , money, o r a p l a c e t o s l e e p .* * * * * * * * * *
CORRECTION:

W e mistakenly r e f e r r e d t o C h a r l e s Tu g w e l l a s " C l a r e n c e " i n t h e l a s t n e w s l e t t e r . W e thank
Miss H e l e n S t e v e n s f o r c a l l i n g i t t o o u r a t t e n t i o n .* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

E l e a n o r M y e r s , Cnhrm. o f t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g , r e p o r t e d a need f o r var ious r e p a i r s t o t h e
ySui lc ing, and-would l i k e to see c i s p l a y cases b u i l t in on t h e e a s t w a l l .

G a r y F i t c h ar ranged f o r t h e S o i l Conservation S e r v i c e , D e p ' t . of A g r i c u l t u r e , to s tucy
éra inage problems on t h e n e w l y acqu i reé 5 acres o f l a n c receivec f r o m D r . George Badger o f
L o c k p o r t . fo adequately C r a i n t h e p r o p e r t y, 6 l i n e s of t i l e t o t a l i n g 4150 f e e t w i l l be needed.
Cos t would be approximately $2,000.

P r e s . B u r r o w s r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e B a s i l p r o p e r t y which h a s been o f f e r e d t o t h e s o c i e t y a l o n g
t h e s o u t h s i c e o f t h e depot h a s n o t y e t been r e s o l v e d . A t issue i s a p a r c e l o f l a n c t h a t
c rosses r o u t e 425. T t i s hoped t h e m a t t e r w i l l be c lea red up soon as t h i s l a n d . c o u l d be one of
t h e most important p a r c e l s of l and acquired to d a t e .

O l l i e C l a r k repor ted t h a t t h e new sto rage b u i l d i n g is completec, b u t an approach to t h e
b u i l d i n g must b e graded t o make i t easier t o move th ings i n and o u t . H e would l i k e a few
v o l u n t e e r s t o cive him a hance w h i l e t h e weather i s good.

* * * 3 the oo* * * *
S U C C E S S F U LBAKE SALE:

Mary F. S c h u l t z , Chrm. o f t h e Ways and Means Comm., thanks every one who conatedc baked
gooés anc helped o u t at t h e Bake S a l e onElection Day. $150 d o l l a r s was c lea red .* * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER ELECTIONS:

Rohert Bo tze r of Chestnut R d . , Wi lson, won t h e race in l a s t month's e lec t ion f o r Wilson
Jus t i ce o f t h e Peace .

S e v e r a l o t h e r H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y members were a l s o r e t u r n e d t o o f fi c e unopposed inc l ud ing
Wa l t e r E v a n s , Town Superv isor ; M a r i l y n A l l c e i e r, Town C l e r k ; and Don L u f f , Town Councilman.

M e r t o n Wiepert of Ransomville was r e t u r n e d to o f fi c e as Counci lman, Town of P o r t e r .
With e lec t ions o v e r , we n o t e t h a t t h e r i g h t to v o t e i s one o f o u r most cherisheé cemo‑

c r a t i c p r i v i l e g e s , anc even i f y o u d o n ' t v o t e , you a r e s t i l l respons ib le f o r t h e men anc
women who a r e e l e c t e c t o o f fi c e . * * - * * * * * * *
MEMORIAL TREES PLANTED:

T h r e e t r e e s have been donated and p l a n t e d on t h e museum grounds by M a r k ' s N u r s e r y in hono r
o f Ger t rude and t h e l a t e Edward M a r k s ; C h a r l o t t e and t h e l a t e Lawrence Pease ; and Marion
anc t h e l a t e Leonard Ta b o r. The M a r k ' s T r e e is a L i t t l e L e a f L inden ; t h e Pease t r e e is a
Crimson King M a p l e ; and t h e Ta b o r t r e e is a Shacemaster L o c u s t .

The Memorial t r e e s a r e a g i f t f r o m t h e M a r k ' s N u r s e r y of W i l s o n , and Tom Marks hopes t h a t
t h e y w i l l f u r t h e r enhance t h e b e a u t y o f t h e Museum grounds .* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a sleasure t o welcome the f o l l o w i n g new members: L a r r y B r y e r o f W i l son ; R o b e r t
Cramer of R i o Rancho, NM; Gordon Cramer of Oklahoma C i t y , OK; Pa t r i c i a Goodin ILwukeville,Az;
Dan ie l ané L e a n n Murphy o f New Cumber land ,PA; a l s o j u n i o r members , Matthew Dominic Murphy,4 ,
and S a r a J u l i e Murphy,3 .

* * * * * * ¥* * * *
DECEMBER” MEETING: :

Ta r l i e Schmid the , a member o f t h e Sweedish Lu the ran Church of Tonawanda, w i l l g i v e a
t a l k o n t h e S a i n t Luc ia a t t h e December 1 8 t h meet ing o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

F o l l o w i n g t h e program, refreshments w i l l be served by P a t r i c i a F i t c h and Cathy F e r r i s .
* * * * * * * * * ve

DECEMBER CALENDAR: . ;
D e c . 13 th : Board o f D i r ec to r Meet ing , 7:30 PMa t museum.
D e c . 18 th : Month ly Meet ing, 7 :20 PM at museum. G u e s t s p e a k e r, Char l i e Schmidthe.
D e c . 25th: MERRY CHRISTMAS. * * * * * * ¥ * * *

SOUNDINGS:
Have you e v e r no t i ced t h a t some TV commentators t a l k because t h e y have something to s a y,

w h i l e o t h e r s appear to t a l k because t h e y have to say something.
“ 7 * * * * * 7 + :
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CHRISTMAS PAST:

I t ' s a l i t t l e h a r d to imagine a t ime in America when Christmas w a s n ' t a l e g a l h o l i d a y, y e t
it was 1890 b e f o r e a l l s t a t e s h a d accepted Christmas as a National H o l i d a y.

Christmas was ce leb ra ted in t h e e a r l y 1800's ,however, and such c lass i cs as C h a r l e s Dicken's
"Christmas C a r o l " was publ ished in 1843, and 'Twas t h e N i g h t B e f o r e Christmas was v e r y p o p u l a r
in t h e 1860 's . ;

"Dress ing" t h e Christmas t r e e in t h e l a t e 1800's and e a r l y 1900's saw t h e t r e e ' s branches
covered w i t h b o n b o n s , baskets o f sweetmeats and f a n c y c a k e s , r e d a p p l e s , g ingerbread, pa in ted
eggs, paper ornaments and s t r i n g s of popcorn.

Trees were l i g h t e d with r e a l candles a n d , need less to s a y, many caught fi r e w i t h d isas t rous
r e s u l t s . Candles were u s u a l l y l i t t o show o f f t h e t r e e , t h e n gu i ck l y b lown o u t .

Around t h e l a t e 1 8 6 0 ' s , v e r y f e w t r e e s were s e t u p i n p r i v a t e homes, b u t were ma in ly p lacec
in churches or o t h e r p u b l i c p l a c e s .

G i f t s were g e n e r a l l y homemade and h i g h l y p r i zed , and many consisted of t h i n g s l i k e d o i l i e s ,
j e w e l r y, s c a r f s , g l o v e s , s l e d s , t o o l b o x e s , d o l l s , and C l o t h i n g .

Tu r k e y o r r o a s t goose was t h e main course o f a n 1860 d i n n e r , b u t s t u f f e d ham o r stewed
o y s t e r s migh t a l s o be inc luded. The p o p u l a r desser t was f r u i t c a k e , a l s o p l u m pudding or
c r a n b e r r y , m i n c e , o r a p p l e p i e .

D u r i n g t h e C i v i l War pe r iod , Chr istmas cards were u s u a l l y hand-made, and i t w a s n ' t u n t i l
t h e l a t e 1800 's t h a t mass p r i n t i n g of ca rds became p o p u l a r . Today it is estimated t h a t Americans
m a i l o u t over 2 . 5 b i l l i o n Christmas cards to r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s . Whi le w e ' r e on t h e sud jec t ,

' A M e r r y Christmas t o everyone f r o m y o u r N e w s l e t t e r S t a f f , Anne A . F a e r y and Don Croop . "* * * * * * a * * a
MUSEUM GREETERS FOR DECEMBER:

Submitted b y Winnie F i s c h e r, C h r m : December 3 r d , Wanda B u r r o w s ( * ) , Haro lc and Neva Bened ic t ;
Decenber 1 0 t h , E l t o n ( * ) and June K r o p p ; December 1 7 t h , Wa l lace ( * ) and Chr i s Goodman.* * * * * * * * * *

There w i l l b e n o museum v i s i t a t i o n Gur ing t h e months o f J a n u a r y, F e b r u a r y, and March , 1996.
W ethank Claude anc R u t h Lampman f o r s u b s t i t u t i n g a s " g r e e t e r s " o n October 1 5 t h .* * * * * * * * ¥ *
PROJECT STALLED:

We o f t e n h e a r t h e quest ion, "Why h a s n ' t t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse been movec?" ‘The o n l y
answer we have to da te is a l e t t e r f r o m Assemblyman Joseph P i l l i t t e r e who s t a t e d :

" T have been i n f o r m e d . . . . . t h a t c o n t r a c t s and funding f o r 1994 and 1995 member items are
being w i t h he le by the Div is ion o f t h e Budget a t t h e request o f t he Gove rno r. "

If anything new develops, w e ' l l pass t h e information a l o n g to you.* * * * * * * * * *
TREE DECORATED: :

I n e a r l y November, a b e a u t i f u l l y decorated Christmas t r e e was p u t u p b y Jané Demmin and
C e l e s t e Crawford b y t h e p a r l o r e x h i b i t i n P a t t e r s o n Room. I t was n ice t h a t t h e g i r l s had t h e
fo res i gh t and i n i a t i v e to decorate t h e t r e e in time f o r ho l iday programs scheduled f o r

| November and December. * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Edgar and E lo i se C u l v e r w e l l : One s c h o o l desk f o r R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse P r o j e c t .
Annabel ie F r e a t m a n , L o c k p o r t : One Schoo l Desk f o r R a n d a l l Road School p r o j e c t .
Dianne A l b r i g h t , Newfane: One wastbasket f o r R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse p r o j e c t .
Roger G. N e l s o n Fami ly, L o c k p o r t : F o u r Schoo lcesks f o r Randa l l Road Schoolhouse p r o j e c t .
F l o y d Va n B u r e n , L o c k p o r t : Map le Sy rup Hydrometer.
F l o y d C l a r k : F o u r Buoy M a r k e r s ; Ra i l road Yard Lamp; B r a s s Wate r Pump f o r B o a t .
Jack Der r i nge r v i a F loyd Va n Buren : O r i g i n a l Photo and copy o f Jesse S m i t h , S r . Home.

* * * * * * * vw * *

IN MEMORIAM:
M i l d r e d S. S c h o u l t z , 8 2 , of Autumnview D r i v e , Wi l son , d ied at h e r home, O c t . 20, 1995.

She was a member o f t h e Un i ted Methodist Church and t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y s ince 1976.
She i s survivee b y a d a u g h t e r, J e a n e t t e (Anthony) P i l l a n o o f E a s t R o c h e s t e r, NY; Three

s i s t e r s , Marian Winger o f Wi lson; B e a t r i c e (James) H i c k s o f S . San F r a n c i s c o , CA; and Mar tha
( A l f r e d ) H a r v e y o f O l c o t t , N Y; a l s o a s i s t e r - i n - l a w E l e a n o r C a n fi e l c o f Wi lson.

A Memorial Serv ice was h e l d at t h e Hamilton & C L a r k F u n e r a l Chaple in Wi lson ,
and b u r i a l was i n Greenwood Cemetery w i t h R e v. Sue Ka iser o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * ?
SOUNDINGS: An o l d t imer is one who remembers when you d i d n o t s t a r t to shop f o r Christmas

u n t i l a f t e r Thanksgiv ing.
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1996... eee e e c e c e eee e e e e s MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION. . . . .0-sseeceeeeeees 1996
NAME... e e e c c c e c e c e e c c c c e e s c e c e e e e s Ph : ( )eceeeeeees N E W. . . . . . 2 2 0 . RENEWAL.. . . . . .005

ADDRESS... c e c e e e e e c e c e e e e c e e e e e e e e e P. O . B O X . . . . . CITY... c e c e e e e c e e e e e e ZIP. . s e e e e e e s

COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . JR. (unéer 18) $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . LIFE $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 . . . . . . . . . .
L I F E (COUPLE) $250.00. . . . . ENDOWMENT FUND $ . . . . . BUILDING FUND $ . . . . . HONORARY (85+) F R E E . . . . .

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ . . . . . . . . . .
P l e a s e make a l l chec%s payab le to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o :

ANNE A, FAERY P. O . BOX 731 WILSON, NEW YORK 14172
* ¥ * * + * * ¥ * *


