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LewIS SCHRADER, PUBLIC SERVANT:
( E d i t o r ' s note: W e had t h e p r i v i l e g e o f i n t e r v i e w i n g Lewis Schrader t h r e e weeks before h e

passed away, and we would l i k e to share some of h i s comments w i t h y o u . )
x % 4 # 8 4H KH H H H H %

Lewis Schrader r e c a l l e d t h a t i t was ca . 1916 when he went to work f o r V i c B e r l i n at t h e
E l b e r t a Cooperage. He became V i c ' s r i g h t hand man and had n o t h i n g b u t p r a i s e f o r t h e man who
would l a t e r become Superv iso r o f t h e Town of Wi lson. " V i c was a grea t guy and he r e a l l y had
a b i g h e a r t . "

The cooperage was l o c a t e d across t h e s t r e e t f r om t h e Towers Bros . farm, and Ray Eddy was
t h e head cooper. Sometimes f o u r coopers were employed in t h e shop, and making b a r r e l s was a
p r e t t y t r i c k y business. A hoop was p u t in p l a c e fi r s t , t hen beve l led staves were p laced
around i t . I t was h a r d g e t t i n g t h e staves t o s tay i n p l a c e , b u t once a hoop was placed o n
top, the b a r r e l would b e set o n a machine t o shape i t . When Lou was fi r s t l e a r n i n g , V i c walked
in j u s t as he g o t a b a r r e l set u p , and when he stepped back and said, "Now I"m sa t i sfied , "
V i c walked o v e r and k i c k e d t h e staves w i t h h i s f o o t . Eve ry th i ng co l lapsed, and V i c laughed
and said, "What a re you s a t i s fi e d about, you haven ' t made a b a r r e l y e t . "

The staves came in by t r a i n and always had to be p a i d f o r w i t h cash. Lou would take the
t r a i n to Wilson to get t h e money which u s u a l l y amounted to $250 do l l a r s . He would walk back
t o Elberta alone s o Vi c thought h e should have some p r o t e c t i o n and bought him a p e a r l handle
revolver. Lou t o l d him he'd probably shoot himself i f he c a r r i e d one of those dang t h i n g s .
when the f r u i t season was over, V i c sent Lou t o the K e l l y Business I n s t i t u t e i n the F a l l s and
a lso p a i d h i s way through.

There was a s t a t i o n at Elber ta, and Lou-recalled there was always a l o t of t r a f fi c on t h e
o l d "Hojack". H e d i s t i n c t l y remembered t h e two " fl y e r s " t h a t used t o r o a r b y the corners a s
w e l l as the m i l k t r a i n , m a i l t r a i n s , and numerous f r e i g h t t r a i n s . The Bass store was j u s t
south of the corners, and a f r u i t d r y e r stood behind it a long the r a i l r o a d t racks. The d r i e d
f r u i t was packed in boxes and shipped out by r a i l . B i l l Wilson operated t h e d r y e r which nad
7. p e e l i n g machines and another f o r c o r i n g a p p l e s . A l l were operated by g i r l s .

Lou's fi r s t j o b was on h i s Dad's Randal l Road farm, and he a lso worked one year f o r hay
F i t c h . When he m a r r i e d Emma Duxbury, t h e i r home was in t h e Hami l ton-Clark house on t h e corner
ac ross from Hibbard's. They next moved to t h e i r home on McChesney S t r e e t which f o r m e r l y
housed the bakery of Andrew B e t t s .

Lou was v i l l a g e c l e r k f o r 37 years and town assessor f o r 7, a l o n g w i t h Seymour d r i o n .
Seymour was a l s o water super intendent and when he q u i t , Lou took o v e r h i s j o b . On h i s v e r y
fi r s t d a y, t h e l i n e s p lugged up and Lou had to d r a g a 600' | " hose out beyond t h e i c e bank on
Lake On ta r i c t o unp lug the l i n e so t h e v i l l a g e c o u l d have w a t e r , I t was zero out t h a t d a y,
and to make matters worse, Lou f e l l i n t o t h e i c e water up to h i s neck . L a t e r, he decided one
year o n t h a t j o b was enough. A smi le l i t u p h i s face when h e r e c a l l e d t h e t i m e h r s . s r i o r
asked Haro ld A l b r i g h t t o c a l l t h e pumping s t a t i o n t o t e l l them t h e water wasn ' t fi t t o d r i n k .

Lou was v e r y proud o f h i s g r a n d c h i l d r e n and enjoyed h a v i n g K r i s t i n v i s i t o r spend t h e
n i g h t . "The g i r l works a l l t h e t ime" , he s a i d "and bakes de l i c ious cookies and does b e a u t i f u l
macrame w o r k . " He p o i n t e d to a sample of h e r handiwork hang ing in t h e f r o n t window, then a d ‑
ded, “Her b r o t h e r, Kevin, i s a l s o a good worker and keeps t h e lawns mowed."

Lou s a i d t h a t he enjoyed h i s l i f e in Wi l son and was ab le to l o o k back on many happy mem‑
o r i e s . He neve r had any aches o r p a i n s and cou ldn ' t remember eve r h a v i n g had a doc to r u n t i l
l a s t September when h i s eyes began to g i v e h im t r o u b l e .
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JOIN THE CLUB:
Golden Agers would p robab ly be t h e fi r s t to acknowledge t h a t one of t h e handicaps of grow=‑

i n g o l d e r is t h e tendency on t h e p a r t of some to f o r g e t or m i s p l a c e u s e f u l i tems such as r u b ‑
bers , coats, g lasses or even b o w l i n g b a l l s . "Chuck" Campbell added another one to t h e l i s t
r e c e n t l y when he "misplaced" h i s w i f e at Tachi's Restaurant in Newfane. It seems t h e Campbell
Clan decided t o e a t out one e v e n i n g a f t e r b o w l i n g , and a f t e r d i n n e r, Marion p a i d a v i s i t t o
t h e powder room. "Chuck", no t s e e i n g h e r about, thought she had l e f t w i t h other members of
‘the family so hopped i n t o h i s ca r and drove to Wilson. L a t e r, he go t concerned when she
d idn ' t come home s o ca l l ed t h e A l b r i g h t s i n a n e f f o r t t o fi n d ner. Harold informed him she
wasn't t h e r e , and a s you may w e l l imag ine , go t a b i g k i c k out o f t h e s i t u a t i o n .

"Chuck" was unable to phone Tachi 's so decided to d r i v e back to the Newfane eatery-~and
guess what, There Was Marion! If there's more to t h e story, ‘NChuck" i s n ' t s a y i n g .

The Campbells are now spending the w in te r in sunny F l o r i d a . We hope "Chuck" makes sure
Marion i s i n t h e car be fo re they head n o r t h i n t h e s p r i n g .

x % & & H KH KH He HR H K
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REFELCTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR:

As o u r n a t i o n s ta r ts another New Year, t h e hopes and dreams of many a re clouded with “ t h e
trauma of 11 m i l l i o n unemployed, t h e scandalous behav io r of some p u b l i c fi g u r e s , t h e apparent
i n a b i l i t y o f l a w - e n f o r c i n g agencies t o cope w i t h c r ime and d rug abuse, and t h e m ind -bogg l i ng
f e a r o f nuclear war. D i s t u r b i n g a s these t h i n g s may be , w e can t a k e h e a r t i n t h e r e a l i z a t i o n
t h a t America s t i l l has a l o t go ing f o r i t .

We a r e pro tec ted b y o u r C o n s t i t u t i o n and B i l l o f R i g h t s ; w e can t r a v e l f r e e l y around t h e
country or move f rom one community to another; we have t h e r i g h t to d iscuss issues, go to
church, and e l e c t o u r p u b l i c o f fi c i a l s ; w e can even c r i t i c i z e our leaders from t h e Pres iden t
down t o t h e l o c a l dog ca tcher. Moreover, w e a r e blessed w i t h great t r a d i t i o n s and a good
c a r i n g people who r i s e qu ick ly to meet any t h r e a t to o u r democracy.

Sometimes, o u r va lues are confused by a media t h a t tends to p l a c e more emphasis on sensa ‑
t i ona l i sm or t h e wrong do ing of del inquents, b u t t h e accomplishments of t h e grea t m a j o r i t y
sheuld no t b e brushed as ide l i g h t l y .

M i l l i o n s of Americans acknowledge and share t h e i r resources w i t h t h e needy of t h e wor ld;
most judges make dec i s ions h o n e s t l y and f a i r l y ; doc to rs and nurses devote t h e i r l i v e s to h e a l ‑
i n g t h e s i ck ; po l icemen and fi r e m e n r i s k t h e i r l i v e s w i l l i n g l y f o r o thers ; most teachers do
have concern f o r o u r ch i ld ren ; m i n i s t e r s s t r i v e to i n s t i l l mora l va lues w i t h i n us ; lawyers
b a t t l e f o r o u r c i v i l r i g h t s ; and m i l l i o n s o f vo lun tee rs work w i t h hundreds o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s
t o make t h e w o r l d a b e t t e r p l a c e f o r a l l o f u s .

1983 cou ld be a Happy New Year f o r everyone if we could emulate t h e words f r o m an o l d B i n g
Crosby song, "Accentuate t h e p o s i t i v e , eliminate t h e nega t i ve , l a t c h o n t o t h e a f fi r m a t i v e ,
and don ' t mess w i t h M r. In-between."
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VACUUM CLEANER-ANYONE?:

The museum's vacuum cleaner h a g gone k a p u t . B e t t y Stimson, Housekeeper, would be happy to
hea r f rom anyone h a v i n g one they no l o n g e r u s e . "Let 's Make A Deal . "
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MEMBERSHIP ROLL-1983:
Wea r e t r y i n g t o h o l d down p u b l i c a t i o n costs s o t h e r e w i l l b e n o genera l m a i l i n g o f t h e

new 1983 Membership R o l l . Any member, however, may rece i ve a copy by request ing i t , b u t if
you wisn to have i t mai led, please g i v e or send a 20¢ stamp to M i l l i e Croop .

“4 4 M H & & H H H H KH *
NEW MEMBERS :

I t is a p l e a s u r e to usher in t h e New Ye a r by welcoming t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: T. Jack
Teague, Nor th r idge, Cal . ; Frank Fenn, Ransomville; Gavin Robinson, Newfane; Anthony and
Theresa Moley, Newfane; Michael and B r i d g e t Mo ley, Newfane; and B i l l and L o i s Davis, Wilson.
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PROGRAM FOR JANUARY:
This is to remind you t h a t the museum w i l l be“closed to Sunday afternoon v i s i t o r s du r i ng

the months of January, February, and March. Program meet ings w i l l continue as always.
The January 17th meet ing may prove t o b e one o f the most i n t e r e s t i n g o f the year when Jean

Argue, ass is ted by a member panel , w i l l ha¥e as h e r t o p i c , "what in t h e wor ld was happening
when Wilson was young?" P a r t i c i p a t i n g w i t h Jean w i l l b e Mar ie t t a Goodman, Lo i s Davis, Helen
French, Peg F r i t t o n , S y l v i a McCuaig, Dorothy L o r t , and Helen Stevens.

Fol lowing the program, refreshments w i l l be served by Leona Beutel, Chrm., Gertrude Schnoor,
and Caro le Schnoor.

% % # & HH KH RH KH H H

IN MEMORIAM:
Ruth A. Stedman, 86, passed away at Inter-Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane, December 15, 1982.

She was t h e daughter of W i l l i am and Myr te la Henderson Mudge of Newfane, and is surv ived by
ner d a u g h t e r, Mrs . ( L o i s ) Whitney Barnum of Wilson, and Wi l l i am L. Stedman of Saunderstown,RkI;
a l s o 8 g r a n d c h i l d r e n , M r s . Lawrence ( S h e l l e y ) Andrews, Roger Mawhiney, and Melanie Barnum, a l l
of Wilson; and W i l l i a m Stedman, J r . , J e f f r e y Stedman, L o r i Stedman, Timothy Stedman, and
Mathew Stedman of Saundertown,RI. She is a l s o su rv i ved by 3 grea t g randch i ld ren .

Ruth was a f a m i l i a r fi g u r e i n t h e v i l l a g e hav ing worked a t va r i ous t imes i n t h e Smi th C lo ‑
t h i n g S to re and t h e Wi lson and Timkey g r o c e r y stores. Her f a t h e r was a b u i l d i n g contractor
and a s s i s t a n t t o Assemblyman Draper i n A lbany, and h e r g r a n d f a t h e r , Ade lber t Mudge, was t h e
l a s t s u r v i v i n g C i v i l War veteran i n Wi lson.

She was a member o f Ex ley Un i ted Methodist Church, and t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y s ince
1972, I n t e r m e n t was a t Greenwood Cemetery w i t h Rev. Rae Brothers o f fi c i a t i n g .

* «+ + + © + KF H HN BH KH
BOARD SEEKS HELP:

The town's Cemetery Adv isory Board i s l o o k i n g f o r persons who migh t b e i n t e r e s t e d i n
"d igg ing u p " i n f o r m a t i o n o n persons b u r i e d i n t h e o l d s e c t i o n o f Greenwood. I f y o u c a n h e l p
in anyway a t a l l , p lease contact Barbara Mosher, Chrm., o r Dorothy L innabery, t h e s o c i e t y ' s :
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o n t h e board .
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MUSEUM PROJECTS:
There a r e a number o f p r o j e c t s pending a t t h e museum t h a t o n l y await a n o f f e r f r o m some

i n t e r e s t e d member t o get them started and o f f t h e "some day w e ' l l d o i t " l i s t . D u r i n g t h e
pas t 10 years , many of t h e renovat ion p r o j e c t s were i n i t i a t e d and completed because of t h e
i n t e r e s t and devot ion of A r t Schnoor. Now A r t , l i k e many of u s , is beginn ing to f e e l t h e
pressure of advancing y e a r s . I t would b e n e fi t t h e s o c i e t y immensely i f more members would
f o l l o w t h e example of Bu r t Jenn ings who adopted t h e caboose as a personal project. We have
several o the r " jobs" in need of a good superintendent, perhaps one is j u s t r i g h t f o r y o u .
why not check w i t h Art--he'd be g l a d t o fi l l y o u i n .
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OPTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR: ;
You can be p o s i t i v e o r nega t i ve ; hopefu l o r cynical;ad *

” .

j o y f u l or miserable-take your p i c k .*



page 3LETTER DATES OLD EVENTS:
Cld l e t t e r s sometimes contain comments t h a t r e v e a l a c t i v i t i e s o f t h a t day and one w r i t t e n

* b y Benjamin wilcox, J r . , to Timothy Wetmore of Zast Wilson on November 7, 1850 is a good
example. We quote some excerpts f rom i t :

"Our l i t t l e v i l l a g e is as busy as an a n t h i l l . We a r e now l a y i n g out a new cemetery f o r
o u r town and v i l l a g e down b y t h e p i n e grove b y t h e creek. Cap t . Lu the r Wilson g i v e s t h e
s i t e - - 6 acres- -and i t was surveyed ou t t o d a y. There is mich i n t e r e s t in the matter. F ive
hundred d o l l a r s w i l l be expended upon it in t h e f a l l and w i n t e r. "

"John Crosby has p u t up a ve ry h i g h 3 s to ry b u i l d i n g ad jo in ing Warren's Shop. I t i s
r e a l l y a fi n e b u i l d i n g , and adds much t o t h e appearance o f t h e ' c o r n e r s ' , "

"Henry Johnson has a lso r a i s e d h i s b r i c k b u i l d i n g n e a r t h e Post O f fi c e another s to ry and
bettered i t s appearance much."

"Gi lbert Adams is b u i l d i n g a good dwe l l i ng on Seminary S t r e e t - - Jonas Brown has r a i s e d h i s
house o p p o s i t e Eggleston 's Shop-- M r . See ly has new-vamped h i s residence, so you can see we
are a p r o g r e s s i v e peop le . "

"No deaths t o r e p o r t b u t p l e n t y o f b i r t h s and more i n p r o g r e s s . I n t h i s l a s t l i s t o u r
fr iend, D. H. Davis, is fi g u r i n g conspicuously. "
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SENIOR CITIZENS FETED BY SCHOOL:

h i s t o r y was made on December 16, 1982, when n e a r l y 100 Sen io r C i t i zens f r o m t h e Wi lson C e n
t r a l School D i s t r i c t were i n v i t e d by t h e Teacher's Assoc ia t ion to at tend a s p e c i a l breakfast
a t the school and have an oppor tun i ty to g e t acquainted w i t h a c t i v i t i e s there. The group was

- welcomed in t h e school aud i tor ium by John Rodgers, Pres. o f WTA, and Richard Zipp, S u p t . o f
Schools. Fo l low ing a Christmas concer t by t h e S e n i o r Band under t h e d i r e c t i o n of wes Johnson,
the guests were ushered to the school ca fe te r i a and served a de l i c i ous b reak fas t by students
of the Home Economics department. Place s e t t i n g souvenirs cons is ted of Christmas cards d e ‑
signed by members of the French Classes, and "Eye of God" t ree ornaments made by members of
the Span ish classes. Dur ing breakfast, se lec t ions were sung by members of t h e Jun io r and
Senior chorus under t h e d i r e c t i o n of Lynda Wi l l iams and Maureen Moore. A f t e r breakfast, t h e
cast of the Jun io r Class p l a y , "Ten L i t t l e Indians", by Agath ie Ch r i s t i e , pe r f o rmed t h e cli-~
mat ic conclusion o f t h e i r recent stage p r o d u c t i o n . Members o f t h e Wilson "Olympics o f the
Minds" team, who r e c e n t l y won t h e S t a t e Championship and p laced f o u r t h in Nat ional Competi t ion,
a lso gave a sho r t program o u t l i n i n g t h e i r p rogram and achievements.

The Senior C i t i z e n s were then d iv ided i n t o sma l l groups and escor ted throughout t h e school
b y student g u i d e s . The tour included a s h o r t bus r i d e t o t h e I n d u s t r i a l A r t s b u i l d i n g where
everyone recived a p l a s t i c "corn holder" made and packaged by t h e students.

The program was w e l l planned and presented and a c r e d i t to t h e school administration,
teachers, and p u p i l s . A l l Senior Ci t izens l e f t the school w i t h a b e t t e r understanding of i t s
programs, f a c i l i t i e s , and accomplishments.
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OH TANNENBAUM:

Over 20 persons turned out to decorate the museum Christmas tree in December and j o y f u l l y
trimmed the beaut i fu l spruce whi le munching on "goodies" from a generous r e l i s h t ray prov ided
by Edna Robinson. Singing of Christmas carols, w i t h Lo is Jennings at the piano, fol lowed and
prov ided a cheerful background f o r v i s i t o r s who stopped by to see the monthly d isp lay of o l d
toys and games. Flossie Lor tz , Chrm., wishes to thank everyone who came out to he lp .
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TRUCKS ACQUIRED BY SOCIETY:

Two antique t rucks t h a t have been s t o r e d i n t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g f o r severa l months ,
were donated to t h e s o c i e t y in December by D r . John F. Argue, Pres., and d u l y accepted by the
Board of Trustees. The veh ic les a r e in fi n e cond i t i on and c o n s i s t of a 1 ton 1923 Chevrolet
and 1919 TT Ford. Other antique cars g i v e n t h e s o c i e t y by D r. Argue inc lude a 190 Covert,
1907 Metz, 1928 Reo, 1957 Lincoln, and 1959 Cad i l lac . Cars have also been presented to the
soc ie ty by Marion Sheelar, Nancy Kent, George L innabery, Norman Th i l k , Stephen Sacca, and
D r. Hdwin G a t e s ,
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DECEMBER MEETING:

The meet ing in December was w e l l w o r t h it f o r t h e hardy s o u l s who braved t h e elements to
b e there. The gues t speaker, Theresa Moley, p i cked a bad t ime t o have l a r y n g i t i s b u t h e r
daughter, Mary, fi l l e d in and d i i a fi n e j o b . The sub jec t of h e r t a l k was based on t h e tradi‑
t i o n s of a P o l i s h Christmas Eve which was p r e c e e d e dby hu r r y i ng and scu r ry ing about in the ;
d a y l i g h t hours. When evening came, everyone went home and t h e s t ree ts were deser ted. Fami l ies
dressed i n t h e i r Sunday b e s t and would s i t t o g e t h e r i n t h e d i n i n g room, and among o t h e r t h i n g s ,
par take o f 1 2 fi s h d i n n e r s r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e 1 2 A p o s t l e s . A l o a f o f unleavened bread would t h e n
be brought to the table by t h e mother of t h e household and shared in forg iveness and l o v e .

I n keeping w i t h t h e t r a d i t i o n , Mrs . Moley passed ou t p i e c e s o f "opatek" t o members o f t h e
audience who broke bread, shook hands, and wished eachother a Merry Christmas. A s p e c i a l
P o l i s h b u t t e r and c o f f e cake c a l l e d " p l a c z e k "was served a f t e r t h e mee t ing a long w i t h o t h e r
Christmas de l i cac i es prepared by hostesses, Diane A l b r i g h t , Chery l Brown, and J u l i a Bulmer.

% oH H HR KR HM H HK HR H H &

THE MAILBAG:
John and Marion Goodrich r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d Cedar Key o f f t h e F l o r i d a coast where t h e manu‑

f ac tu re o f whisk brooms and p e n c i l s once flour i shed . The Key now caters mos t l y to oys te r ing ,
fi s h i n g , and tour ism. They expect to meet o t h e r Wilsonians as they t r a v e l t h rough the Sta te .

He H MR H HM HR RH HR KH RH
IMPORTANT DATES: .

Jan. 3rd, 10:00AM: Dismantle Christmas t r e e and r e - a r r a n j e e x h i b i t s . ' ;
Jan. 19th, 8:00PM: Meet ing o f Officers , trustees, and Comm. Chrme, a t D r . A r g u e ' s O f fi c e .
Jan. 2 t h , 7:30PM: Program mee t i ng . Guest speaker, Jean Argue, ass i s t ed by pane l .

“ M o e * # * & & w x x & ® K H
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TOURINGIN THE GOOD OLD DAYS:
In the e a r l y 1900's the gasol ine c a r r i a g e was b e i n g per fec ted, and many persons l i k e t h e

l a t e George Whiteside of Wilson were s t a r t i n g to g e t t h e i r hands greasy. George worked f o r
the Wilson Automobile Manufactur ing Co. and helped b u i l d the ra ther p r im i t i ve "Niagara", a Shp
two-seater runabout steered w i t h a r i g h t hand t i l l e r . He apparently had unusual mechanical
a b i l i t y , and a specia l Power Transmission G e a r i n g Box which he designed and b u i l t was patented
by him, December 8, 1903. The patent r i g h t s were acquired by a Buffalo fi r m , and when the
Wilson Auto Co. went out of business, George became head mechanic and trouble shooter f o r t h e
E. R. Thomas Company in Buffa lo .

This company b u i l t t he Thomas "Grand P r i x Racer" and "Around the World Car", and the fi r s t
p r i z e trophy awarded f o r the race was displayed w i t h the ca r in the Thomas showroom in Bu f fa l o .
The winn ing car was a stock model o f f t he product ion l i n e and i t was equipped f o r the race by
George Whiteside. The Thomas Co. a l so made other popular models ca . 1908 known as the "Thomas
F l ye r " and "Thomas F o r t y " .

In the e a r l y days of mo to r i ng , automobiles were road tested and o f t e n d r i ven to the homes
of t h e i r new owners. There the purchaser received instruct ions on how to operate and maintain
i t . A l e t t e r kept w i th Mr. Whiteside's personal e f fec ts describes a t r i p from Kansas C i t y to
S t . Louis t h a Limousine Tonneau, and w e quote excerpts from i t because o f i t s i n t e r e s t i n g
por t rayal of road conditions and problems faced by ear l y motorists.

"I guess you must have thought I was crazy to s ta r t out a l l alone, bu t I got to S t . Louis
a l r i g h t though I had a hard t ime. I got to Higg insv i l le the fi r s t n i g h t and made 61 miles
from 2:30 to 6:00PM. I kept my car in a l i v e r y stable overn ight and when I l e f t the next
morning the roads were very muddy from recent ra i ns and had deep ru ts wi th slush in the bottom.
At S la te r, on the r i v e r bottoms, I near ly got stuck and had to use four mud hooks a l l a f t e r ‑
noon. The car was in mud to i t s axles and I d idn ' t take i t out o f low gear f o r fou r hours. I
ran out o f .gas and had to walk fou r mi les to the Missouri R iver, then took a f e r r y across to
Glasgow where I managed to fi n d some gaso l i ne .

when I s tar ted out again I came to a r e a l bad p l a c e where a farmer stood by h i s f r o n t gate
and emiled a s w e chugged a l o n g t o our doom. Later h e came b y w i t h a team o f horses fi g u r i n g
he'd have to p u l l me out of the m d . I g o t through without h i s h e l p , however, and he t o l d me
I was the o n l y person to make it without h e l p f rom a team. The pan under the f o o t boards was
a so l i d mass of wet sand w i t h j u s t enough space l e f t f o r t he flywheel to s p i n , and everytime
the engine turned over the cleated fi n g e r s tore through the sand and sent it through the fl o o r
boards i n t o my face . The road was r e a l l y bad f rom Glasgow to Mexico and I was on l y ab le to
cover about 67 miles t h a t d a y.

I l e f t Mexico at 8:30AM on Sunday morn ing and a r r i v e d in S t . Louis at 6:30PM--a distance of
about 127 m i l e s . Maybe you th ink I wasn't happy. The best p a r t o f i t was, I d i d n ' t have t o
change one spark p l u g a l l the way from Kansas C i t y . "

The Limousine was delivered to a M r.-P a r k s in S t . Lou is , and the d r i v e r remained there
f o r two weeks to show him how to operate and maintain t h e c a r.

e & HH KH H HR KH H H H OF
NEW QUILT STARTED:

When Florence Schultz sharpens up h e r q u i l t i n g needles, you can be sure the 1983 "Count ry
Fa i r " is j u s t around the corner. She says t h e new q u i l t w i l l be the "Love Ring" d e s i g n and it
w i l l be fin ished in two shades of b l ue . Florence d i d n ' t receive t h e q u i l t materials u n t i l
e a r l y January so i t wasn't possible to announce t h e p r o j e c t started on Jan. i i t h . There may
s t i l l be t i m e to h e l p , however, so if interested g i v e h e r a r i n g .; x & & & & & ® H HEK HRF
GROUNDS IMPROVED:

Things looked pre t t y bad around the museum a f t e r the ra i l road t racks were removed, b u t A r t
Schnoor and Ray A l l g e i e r decided to do something about i t . Thanks to them the uns igh t l y mess
was cleaned u p , and it is hoped some fi l l can be brought in to l e v e l o f f t h e s i t e .e 4 : % © H E H H E H H R H K K H F

FILE IMPROVED:
Celeste Crawford, Genealogy Chrn . , reports t h a t a new card index fi l i n g system w i l l be

available f o r museum v i s i t o r s who might wish to check on t h e i r f a m i l y genealogy. There are
about 100 surnames on fi l e and more added as t h e y are received.

eK ee HR RH KH H HH H *

THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE:
Those who make th ings happen; those who watch t h i n g s happen; and those who wonder what

happened.



SUTHERLAND RECOLLECTIONS:
The Sutherland Hote l was opened in Wilson A p r i l 1h, 1895, at t h e southwest corner of Lake

and Young streets, and was b u i l t by Benjamin Sutherland, a l i f e l o n g resident of Niagara Co. He
married Helen Aldr ich o f Lewiston in 1861 and they had fi v e ch i ld ren , Mrs. C l in ton (Sarah)
Sanborn; Mrs . John (Grace) Diez ; Mrs . Roy (Edna) Hewi t t ; Miss Minnie Sutherland; and Benjamin
Sutherland, J r . At t h e t ime of h i s death he had 13 grandchildren, and two of them were Mrs.
Mi ldred Middleton of Wi lson, and M r. J. Paul Hewitt of Lewiston.

The name Sutherland b r i n g s to mind an inc ident t h a t occured at t he "Country F a i r " several
years ago. While admir ing a photographic exhbi t arranged by the l a t e Dorothy T h i l k , we noticed
a gentlemangazing i n t e n t l y at a p i c t u r e of t h e o l d Sutherland Hote l . He introduced himsel f
as Mr. Hewit t and remarked t h a t h i s grandfather had b u i l t t he b u i l d i n g . He fu r the r went on
to say t h a t he would l i k e ve ry much to have a p i c t u r e l i k e the one disp layed.

In keeping w i t h t h e soc ie ty 's p o l i c y of accomodating v i s i t o r s whenever poss ib le , we offe red
to have a copy made up f o r him, and in a couple weeks sent him one. A few days l a t e r we r e ‑
ceived a n i ce 'thank you' note from J . Paul and Mary Hewit t w i t h t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g notat ion:

"The Sutherland Hote l was c e r t a i n l y a l a r g e and imposing b u i l d i n g . For those who migh t
wish they could have seen i t , there is a v e r y s i m i l a r o l d frame h o t e l ca l led t h e "Riverside

- Inn" at Cambridge S p r i n g s , Pa . , about 125 m i l e s f rom Wilson. There is a g o l f course near by
and w e stayed a t t h e h o t e l wh i le o n a l i t t l e g o l fi n g t r i p . I t was a very qu ie t and l o v e l y
p lace w i t h no r o c k music, o r j e t s , o r t r u c k rou tes nearby. "

Those w i t h a n u r g e t o t r a v e l next summer m i g h t fi n d t h i s a h i s t o r i c p l a c e t o v i s i t .
eH He © H He HH H KH HR H OF

NEW HISTORIAN:
Eleanor Myers has been appointed Town His to r ian by Harold Mosher, Superv isor, to rep lace

Don Croop who resigned from the p o s i t i o n in December f o r personal reasons.
x 4 # & & HH H H H HR KH F

NEW MEMBERS:
A welcome f o r the soc ie ty ' s most recent new members, James P. Harold o f D e t r o i t , M ich igan ;

and Cor l iss and LaVerne Armst rong of Pon t iac , M i ch i gan .
Extra copies of the membership r o l l a r e at the museum. Help yourse l f .

, ee ££ He H He H H RH H HK OFACQUISITIONS:
Donald Wi l t se has contributed a v a r i e t y of i tems i n c l u d i n g a set of r a d i o r e p a i r t o o l s ;

‘ capac i to r an lyze r ; tube checker; ohmeter; S-tube Aragain Radio made in Niagara F a l l s and s t i l l
i n o r i g i n a l box w i t h extra tube. Also, a 1928 V i c t o r V i c t r o l a t h a t belonged t o h i s grand~
f a t h e r F isher ; 6 record albums; "King 's Court" yame t h a t belonged to h i s grandfather Foster ;
2 men's umbrellas; and wooden handles carved ca. 1660; a Keystone hand-operated 16ia movie
pro jec tor and fi l m s . Also par ts f o r a 1928 Dodge i n c l u d i n g a p a i r o f head l igh ts , h u b ‑
caps, 2 hubcap wrenches, and a rad ia tor thermostat.

Mrs. Mar jor ie Whi t t , Carol ina, RI (v ia Dora Wakeman): Collect ion of assorted books; ea r l y
gentleman's vest; Chal l is embroidered basque; 2 white lad ie 's bonnets; Ransomville Sesquicen‑
t enn ia l p i n (1817-1967); Beaded purse w i t h beaded coin purse; 1912 Di rec to ry of RFD Service;
and miscellaneous o ld postcards.

Wilson Central School: "Crests" f o r years 1970, '71,'72,'73,'78,'79'80, and 1981.
Or in Woodcock, Warrens Corners: TJllustrated H i s t o r y of Niagara County g iven in memory of

Dorothy Thi lk and in t r i b u t e to D r. John F. Argue.
G i lber t Thompson, Buffa lo : News items from Bessie Crawford's former home on Sunset Island.
Bet ty Stimson: M i l k box from the former Wilson D a i r y .
D r . Edward Eschner, West Seneca: 1966 Vo l v o , 2dr sedan, Model P-1800.

% * & HH He HR HH KH KH

FEBRUARY MEETINGS:
- Feb. 15th: Delphic C i r c l e a t museum, Tuesday e v e n i n g , 8PM.
- Feb. 16th: O f fi c e r s , t rustees, Comm. Chrm., a t D r . Argue's o f fi c e , Wed. even ing , 8PM.
- Feb. 21st: Month ly Meet ing at museum, Monday evening, 7:30PM.

x % & & HH HH HR HH H HK
FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Clark and Net t ie Stimson w i l l be in charge of t h e program on February 21st which w i l l©
feature the "Unspoken Language of Fans, Handkerchiefs, and Gloves.

Ruth P h i l l i p s , Chrm., has announced t h a t t h e refreshment hostesses f o r the evening w i l l be
Lo i s Barnum, Chrm., S h e l l e y Andrews, J u l i e Bulmer, and Nancy Berryman.

ee & He HR HR H H H HR H
SUMMER TRIP PROPOSED:

There has been some discuss ion about v i s i t i n g the S t r o n g Museum in Rochester. I f enough
i n t e r e s t is expressed a Grand Is land bus tour may be arranged, and t h e estimated cost might
be around $12 p e r person. This should inc lude t ranspor ta t i on and admission. Restaurants are
ava i l ab le i n a nearby M a l l . I f such a t r i p would appeal t o you , l e t our tou r chairman, Eleanor
Myers know how you f e e l about i t . I t would probably be on a Saturday next summer.

% e & He Ke HH KH RH KH KH
EARLY GROWTH ENUMERATED:

The world d i d n ' t s top t u r n i n g wh i le Wilson was 'g rowing u p ' , and t h i s p o i n t was w e l l made
at t he January 17th meet ing when Jean Argue and a s k i l l e d pane l out l ined man's accomplish‑
ments in the e a r l y 1800's. The p a n e l , composed of Peg F r i t t o n , Lo is Davis, Marietta Goodman,
S y l v i a McCuaig, Helen French, Dorothy L o r t , and Helen Stevens, discussed a wide range of
top i cs inc lud ing the i n d u s t r i a l revo lu t i on , music, pe rsona l i t i es , l i t e r a t u r e , a r t , and war.

The museum committee has p u t a number of hand-made ' thank you' cards on d i s p l a y which were
received f rom t h i r d graders at t h e Thomas Marks School. Classes represented in the exh ib i t
a re taugh t by Mrs . Mary Budde, Mrs . Mary Lash, and M r s . Sue Cruickshank.

* eH HH HR HR KH KR KH H F

DIETER'S LAMENT: \
I ' m on a "Seafood D ie t " . . . . . t he more I see t h e more I ea t .
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FIRST CHURCH IN WILSON:
The Presby te r ian Church was the fi r s t church in Wilson, and was organized January 18, 1819

t h r o u g h the e f f o r t s of John Holmes, son D a n i e l , and t h e Rev. David M. Smith of Lewiston. The
Sunday School was formed in 1820, and t h e Womens Miss ionary S o c i e t y became known as one of
t h e o l d e s t groups i n t h e state.

In 1834, Reuben Wilson gave proper ty on Lake S t r e e t , nex t to the present Lakeside Market,
f o r a p u b l i c house of worship and a frame church was erec ted in 1834-35. OnJ u l y 10, 189k,
t h e Ontario Hotel , which stood at t h e f o u r corners, burned to the ground and took the church
w i t h i t . In 1896, the church was b u i l t of b r i c k and stone and continued in operat ion u n t i l
1930 when the congregat ion was diso lved by t h e Niagara Presbytery. The h i s t o r i c e d i fi c e was
purchased by the Catho l i c congregat ion in 1931 and is now t h e sanctuary of Our Lady of the
Rosary Catho l i c Church.

The P r e s b y t e r i a n Church was unique i n t h a t i t emphasized t h e importance o f r e l i g i o u s
t r a i n i n g f o r c h i l d r e n and establ ished schools throughout the town f o r t h a t purpose. The
fi r s t one was organized in 1820 in t h e schoolhouse b u i l t on the Reuben Wilson proper ty on
East Lake Roade-later known as the Sayre farm. Another Sabbath School was started in a
school on the Townline Road on property l a t e r known as the Harvey N. Johnson farm. In 1826,
a r e l i g i o u s rev i va l in the township resul ted in the systematic organizat ion of Presbyterian
Sabbath schools in every d i s t r i c t of the township. When the Presbyter ian Church was b u i ' t
in the v i l l a g e in 1834-35, a l l d i s t r i c t Sabbath Schools were merged i n t o a central school.

Donald Loker, Local H i s to ry Spec ia l i s t a t t he E a r l W. Brydges L i b r a r y i n Niagara F a l l s ,
sent u s a n i n t e r e s t i n g i tem t h a t appeared i n the “Niagara County News", Youngstown, o n
June 13, 1884. It is a revea l i ng commentary of t h a t day:

Wi lson, N.Ys The Presbyterian church was t a s t e f u l l y decorated w i t h flowers, fe rns , house
p l a n t s , and evergreens l a s t Sunday, and upwards of a dozen canary b i rds , hanging in d i f f e r e n t
pa r t s of the church, added much to the effectiveness of the d isp lay ; and a lso joined t h e i r
vo ices i n song w i t h those o f t h e c h i l d r e n . The exercises were opened w i t h s i n g i n g , and n e x t
in o rder came the bapt ism of c h i l d r e n , when f o u r were b a p t i z e d . Then fo l lowed responsive
read ings by the pastor and congregat ion, s i n g i n g , responsive read ing by t h e Superintendent
and classes of t h e Sabbath school, in te rspersed w i t h r e c i t a t i o n s , a l l o f which passed o f f in
v e r y good e r d e r. The church was fi l l e d w i t h a n a t t e n t i v e audience, and i n the evening the
m i n i s t e r preached a sermon f o r t h e c h i l d r e n . Exercises o f a s im i l a r nature were he ld i n t h e
B a p t i s t church."
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GENEALOGY ACQUISITION:
The Duxbury "Family Tree" has r e c e n t l y been added to the: genealogical fi l e s in the museum.

It t races the f a m i l y of John James Duxbury, son of Wi l l i am Duxbury and Amelia Logan.
John James Duxbury was born i n H a g e r s v i l l e , Ontar io, and h i s w i f e , L o t t i e Evans, was born

in Nanticoke, Ontar io . The i r two e ldes t ch i ldren, Harvey and L l o y d , were a lso born in Canada,
b u t t h e i r o ther 9 ch i ld ren were b o r n in Wi lson. T h e i r m a r r i a g e produced 11 ch i ld ren , 22
grandchi ldren, 55 g rea t grandchi ldren, and 1h g r e a t g r e a t g randch i l d ren .

x 4 H KH H KH He H KH H

NEW MEMBERS;
I t i s a p leasure t o welcome D r . and Mrs . Richard Schmidle i n t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i ‑

e t y . They decided to j o i n a f t e r E l l a Mae Peters showed them some o l d copies of the "News‑
l e t t e r " . The Schmidles repo r t t h a t t h e y spend t h e i r w i n t e r s in Leesburg, F lo r ida , and t h e i r
summers in Middlesex, N . Y. , b u t o f t e n r e c a l l t he 18 happy years they l i v e d in Wilson.

I n 1953, D i c k t a u g h t S e n i o r H i g h E n g l i s h a t Wi l son C e n t r a l , and was f a c u l t y adv iso r f o r
t he "Crest" . He a l s o served as President and Trustee of t h e Wilson Free L i b r a r y Association
and, a l o n g w i t h Mrs . L e s l i e Beukema, headed up t h e “Fr iends of t h e L i b r a r y Group". We though t
Dick m i g h t be in terested in knowing t h a t some of h i s co-workers in the school t h a t year are
a lso members o f the s o c i e t y i n c l u d i n g , Marion Campbell, Wal te r Hutchison, Christ ine Hutchison,
Ralph Young, Helen Stevens, Grace S i n g e r , Helen Borngraeber, Kathleen Ness, Fayel is ta Barrows,
Dorothy L o r t , Janet Spor leder, Elizabeth Cole, and Gertrude Schnoor.
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WILSON CENTENARIANS:

Ber t I s r a e l , Brayley Rd. Wilson, has been g i v e n an h o n o r a r y membership in t he soc ie t y a f t e r
c e l e b r a t i n g h i s one hundredth b i r t h d a y . I d a Ereon, who celebrated h e r 104th b i r t h d a y o n Feb.
18th, was g i v e n a honorary membership 4 years a g o .
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BON MOT: " I f God shuts one d o o r, H e opens another. " - - I r i s h Proverb
4



NATIVE SON:
It is sa id , "You can ' t keep a good man down." A good case in p o i n t is Co r l i s s Armstxyong

of Pont iac, Mich igan, who was born and r a i s e d in Wilson, and l a t e r rose to prominence as a n ,
executive w i t h the Pontiac D iv is ion of General Motors Corpora t ion . He began h i s career at
Buick i n 1931 a s a budget c l e r k , and d u r i n g World War I I became s t a t i s t i c i a n t o the A s s t .
Genera l Manager. He was promoted to Budget Manager in 1947, and h i s name is l i s t e d in t h e
"Who's Who among Automotive Executives."

Young Armstrong grew up on t h e f a m i l y fa rm on West Lake Road<-better known today as the
s i t e of t h e Daisy Barn Campsite. He graduated f rom Wilson H igh School in 1923 and members of
h i s c lass included Mar jo r ie Crossman (Hur lbur t ) ; Ed i th Wilson (Cable); Helen S i n g e r ( I d l e ) ;
Emi l y Dennis (L inck ) ; Dorothy Diez (K i r k l and ) ; Grace Evans; A l i c e Nelson (Nelson); Duane
Stacey ; Jane Stoddard (Wilson); and Hazel Demmin (Sa l i sbury ) . He continued h i s education a t
t he U n i v e r s i t y o f Mich igan where h e graduated 3rd h i g h e s t i n h i s c lass w i t h a B.S. i n eco ‑
nomics w i t h honors and a master's degree in Business Administrat ion.

C o r l i s s is a grandson of Byron B. Barber who en l i s ted f r o m Wilson in the C i v i l War. He was
a member of Wilson's "Va l ian t Men of B a t t e r y M" who saw a c t i o n in most of the dec is ive b a t t l e s
of t h e war. In a l e t t e r w r i t t e n to Norman T h i l k , M r . Armstrong offered to g i v e the Wilson
Museum two wool b lankets and d i scha rge papers received by h i s g rand fa the r d u r i n g the war.

M r. Arms t rong r e t i r e d in December 1969, and l i v e s w i t h h i s w i f e , LaVerne, a t Pont iac . They
en joy t r a v e l i n g , photography, and o i l p a i n t i n g , and have two marr ied ch i l d ren , Robert Arm‑
s t rong and M r s . Leo (Kathie) Voelke.
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IN MEMORIAM:

Edward E. Johnson, 84, a l i f e l o n g res ident of Wilson, d i e d at h i s Dox Avenue home, February
9, 1983. He was the son of Walter and Rose Wo l f f Johnson and husband of t he l a t e Gertrude
Sayers . He is surv ived by two daughters, Mrs . Gerald ( I rene ) Smith, and Mrs. Laura Mae
Schonback; a lso two grandsons, Stephen and Gerald Smi th , J r. , a l l of Wilson.

Ed was a self-employed w e l l d i g g e r , and member of t h e 1 s t B a p t i s t Church of Wilson and
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. Interment was a t Greenwood Cemetery w i t h t h e Rev. Joseph
Wadsworth o f fi c i a t i n g .
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QUILT TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE:

B e t t y Stimson has announced t h a t t i c k e t s f o r t h e 1983 "Love Ring" qui l t ,which w i l l be
g i v e n t o some l u c k y person a t t h e "Country F a i r " , a r e now a v a i l a b l e . Three o the r p r i z e s w i l l
a lso b e awarded i n c l u d i n g a n I n d i a n p a t t e r n Afghan, Raggedy Andy D o l l , and Soc ie ty Cookbook.

This year, out-of-state members of the s o c i e t y w i l l be g iven an oppor tun i ty to enter t h e i r
names in the drawing and be e l i g i b l e to win the beau t i fu l "co l lector 's i tem" spread.
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MARCH MEETING:
A good time may be expected at the March meet ing when Mrs. F a y Pisel lo , assisted by her

f a m i l y , w i l l present the program, “Medicine Shows", i n c l u d i n g a l i v e demonstration. Faye is
a member of the soc ie ty and Chairman of the L ib ra ry Committee.

Ruth P h i l l i p s has announced t h a t t he refreshment committee w i l l cons is t of Mabel Burrows,
Jane Demmin, Marlene Dinse, and Helen Dinse. Date of meeting-March 21st
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MUSEUM COMMITTEE:

There w i l l be a mee t ing of t h e museum committee on Tuesday, March 22nd at 10:00AM to p i a n
t h e re-opening of the museum in A p r i l . A new e x h i b i t w i l l be on d i s p l a y in A p r i l , May, and
June, and a l l i n t e r e s t e d members are asked t o p a r t i c i p a t e . Trustees meet a t Doc's o n 16th.
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"NETTIE'S PARLOR"
Those who at tended the r e g u l a r meet ing on Feb. 21st were t rea ted to a gl impse at l i f e in

t h e V i c t o r i a n e ra of 1837-1901. Narrated and c l e v e r l y acted out by Clark and N e t t i e Stimson
a l o n g w i t h daughters Sandra and Susan and grandma B e t t y Stimson, they showed what 'not to do!
when pay ing a v i s i t at "Nett ie 's Par lo r " . Much of t h e program was nar ra ted by C l a r k and
N e t t i e who spoke of t h e days when men r u l e d t h e roos t and woman's p l a c e was in t h e home. A
cute demonstrat ion on t h e “Language of g l o v e s and handkerchiefs" was enjoyed by a l l .
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QUILT TO BE DISPLAYED:
The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y "Love Ring" q u i l t w i l l b e shown a t t he Summit Park M a l l

an t ique show on March 17th through t h e 20 th . You may be asked to h e l p ou t .
* * &€&* &€& & Ke KHOR HROF

DON'T BE LEFT BEHIND:
S i g n up w i t h Eleanor Myers to go to t h e S t r o n g Museum in Rochester. Wew i l l go by Grand

I s l a n d bus o n e i t h e r the 1 t h o r 16th o f J u i y . Leave museum a t 8AM, r e t u r n a t 6:30 PM. P r i c e ,
approximately $10, l i m i t 41. Yo u ' l l r e a l l y be s o r r y if you pass t h i s t r i p b y .
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MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS:
E lo ise Culverwel l has donated 23 photographs of Wi lson i tes and a l a r g e photo of Miranda

G i f f o r d Smith, grandmother of Clarence Johnson.
Caro l Croop Smith, Sanborn: Smal l a d v e r t i s i n g screw d r i v e r from t h e former Stockwel l and

Blacklock Shop in East Wilson.
Margaret Wilson: 2 quart Mason canning j a r dated November 30, 1858.
F loss ie L o r t z : Bi-centennial reproduction of t h e L i b e r t y B e l l . (hand b e l l )
Florence Hil lman, Newfane: 1687 German B ib le and 1901 German songbook t h a t belonged to

Minnie Hi l lman.
M i l l i e and Mark Raymond: O f fi c i a l Program of L o c k p o r t's "Qld Home Coming Week" J u l y 19=25,

1925; a l s o e a r l y Noah's Ark sales c a t a l o g .
x * He K & RH HH HR HR HK

LAST WORD: I t doesn't h u r t t o b e o p t i m i s t i c . You can always c r y l a t e r .



PIONEER STOCK:
The F i t c h fam i l y g o t i t s s t a r t i n the town o f Wilson in 1829 when Enoch F i t c h , S r . , bought

150 acres of land on what is now t h e F i t c h Road. There, f o r 17 years , Enoch and h i s w i f e
l i v e d in a l o g cabin where they ra ised eleven chi ldren and eventual ly b u i l t a new home.

A f t e r h i s fa ther ' s death, son Enoch continued farming u n t i l 1905 when he a l s o p a s s e d away.
Dur ing those years h e became w e l l known f o r h i s cheese making a b i l i t y . I n 1906, h i s w i fe ,
Helen, bought a 100 acre farm on the Randall Road--the F i t c h Homestead-< which was o p e r a t e d
f o r her by her son, Ray. In 1916, Ray F i t c h bought t he farm from h i s mother and by 1952 had
acquired addi t ional lands br ing ing the t o t a l acreage to three hundred.

In 1957, Ray's son, Dudley, assumed ownership of t h e farm, and in 1976 John F i t ch , son of
Dudley bought t he farm and operates i t to t h e p r e s e n t d a y.

The s t o r y of t h e Fitches is a s to r y of hard work and perseverance, and l i k e o t h e r p i o n e e r s
in those e a r l y days, they had to c u t and burn t h e trees in o r d e r to c lea r t h e l a n d f o r c rops .
Potash was made from t h e ashes, barreled, and shipped f rom t h e Wilson p o r t to Oswego where it
eventual ly reached i t s destination--New York C i t y . A f t e r t h e l a n d was cleared, it was p l a n t e d
to farm produce, g r a i n , and f r u i t trees.

F r u i t growing has become Synonymous w i t h t h e F i t c h name, n o t o n l y in Wilson b u t t h e s u r ‑
rounding area as w e l l , and Ontario Orchards, managed by Gary F i t ch , is known throughout wes‑
tern New York.

Ray S . F i t c h was a member o f t h e Wi lson School Board and a Jus t i ce o f t h e Peace f o r many
y e a r s . Hemarr ied Mabel Wr i g h t and they had s i x children:

Eunice F i t ch , (m. Russel M o r r i s ) One son, Michael, d ied at b i r t h .
Russel F i t ch , (m. Dorothy C o r n e l l ) Children, Wendy, Russell, Sandra, and Michael.
Maxine F i t c h , (m. James Gnage) One daughter, Karen.
Naomi F i t c h (m. Clark Donovan) Children, G a i l and ‘ led.
Dudley F i t ch , (m. E l s i e Burrows) Children, Joyce, Gary, Ray Dud ley, J r. , Joel , and John.
Lowell F i t c h , (m. El inore Haines) Children, Lowell, Alan, Stephen, and James.
In 1980, the F i t c h f a m i l y celebrated t h e i r 150th Anniversary of growing apples in Niagara

County. Today, many of the descendents of Enoch,Sr., l i v e in o t h e r p a r t s of t h e count ry.
eH KH HH HH KH H x

MEETING LOCATION CHANGED:
The December meet ing o f t he o f fi c e r s , trustees, and committee chairmen w i l l b e h e l d a t

D r. Argue's o f fi c e on Lake Street, Monday even ing , December 12th, a t 8PM.
*% # H * MH HH H &

DECEMBER MEETING:
"Taste of Vic to r ian Christmas" is the t o p i c f o r t he December 19th meeting at the museum

e* 7.50PM. The program w i l l be g i v e n by Mi les Linnabery and Sue Herrold of Laramie, WY. Both
are ac t i ve in the Wyoming Front ier Army L i v i n g His tory Society, a group working to "recreate
accurately Victor ian Period atmosphere through appropr ia te dress, furnishings, and m s i c . "
Mi les and Sue w i l l be in costume, and it would be fun if members having clothes of t h a t p e r i o d
would e i t h e r wear them or b r i n g them to t h e mee t i ng .

Following the program, refreshments w i l l be served by Peg Fr i t ton, Hloise Culverwell, and
Leona Hunter. ;
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SANTA'S REINDEER:

Most of us remember those wonder-=
f u l childhood y e a r s and. . .

"The n i g h t before Christmas. ‘ When a l l through the house, n o t a
‐ = H a p p y creature was s t i r r i n g - - n o t even a

: . 7oe MOUSE eeeeceH o l i d a y s And there to my wondering eyes
: d i d appear, a miniature s l e i g h and

e i g h t t i n y re indeer. "
The most famous of Santa's re indeer d i d n o t become p o p u l a r u n t i l 1949 when Gene A u t r y, the

s i n g i n g cowboy, recorded "Rudolph, t he red-nosed Reindeer", h i s b i gges t s e l l i n g record .
According to the composer of the song, t h e o r i g i n a l names f o r t h e re indeer were Rollo and
R e g i n a l d .

The "Rudolph" s tory s ta r ted in 1939 when Montgomery Ward wanted an unusual theme f o r Chr i s te
mas. They contacted Robert May, a n a d v e r t i s i n g c o p y w r i t e r, who proposed having a re indeer
w i t h a shiny nose who'd h e l p Santa d e l i v e r h i s p r e s e n t s e a c h y e a r .

The i d e a d i d n ' t catch o n a t fi r s t u n t i l May wrote t h e poem, and i t was p r i n t e d u p i n book‑
l e t form and handed out by a l l t he Ward store Santas. I t was such a l i keab le theme, the
words were p u t t o music b y Johnny Marks, and "Rudolph" leaped t o p o p u l a r i t y when A u t r y r e c o r ‑
ded the song in 1949. * %& H MH H
CALENDAR DATES:

Dec. hth: Tree decora t i ng p a r t y a t museum, 1PM.
Dec. 6th: "Country F a i r " p lann ing meet ing , Rene Rohr ing 's , 7:30PM.
Dec 7th: D e l t a Kappa Gamma meet ing in museum Wednesday even ing .
Dec. 12th: Trustee meeting at Doc Argue's o f fi c e , 8PM, Monday.
Dec. 19th: Regular monthly meet ing, 7:30PM at museum.
Dec. 25th: Merry Christmas from t h e "Newsletter" s t a f f , M i l l i e and Don Croop.

% He Re He H KH ¥
BON MOT:

When I no l o n g e r t h r i l l to t h e fi r s t snow of t h e season, I ' l l know I am growing o l d .
% % He H FH HH KH
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS: . ‘
Dor is Cornell has donated a q u i l t made by Mrs. Byron (El izabeth) Smith, mother of Gertrude

Plumb Smith. The q u i l t i s o v e r 100 years o l d ; a l s o a Teeny Manufac tu r ing Co. Vacuum Cleaner
(1914), t h a t be longed to A l t a Corne l l , and was used by h e r mother, Mr. A.W. Broecker before
t h e days o f e l e c t r i c i t y ; a lso a Fork a d v e r t i s i n g t h e N i a g . Co. Nat iona l Trus t Co. a t Lockpor t .

Debbie Cobb: 10th Reunion Booklet , Wilson Cent ra l School, Class of 1973=-July 16, 1983.
W i r t Wakeman: Wooden S i g n , "Tuscarora Country C lub . "
Thelma Patterson: Photo o f Wilson Bank-=people u n i d e n t i fi e d .
N e t t i e Stimson: Niagara F a l l s Telephone D i rec to r i es f o r 1957, 1958, 1949 and 1950.
Jennie Schultz, Ridge Rd. L o c k p o r t : 7 5 Year Old Corn Schredder donated b y t h e f a m i l y i n

memory of Leonard W. Schul tz .
Gwenn Heidenfeldt : Centennial Dress worn by Jennie Bigalow; 1907 S l i p and Apron worn by

Gwenn's grandmother; 1918 Sunbonnet worn by Gwenn's mother, Mrs . Bu t le r ; a lso souvenir pen
marked, "Merry Christmas--Anna Mae and Nevie"; a l s o Cour ie r Express (10/30/lu) "Jap Defeat".

Ger ry Swann: "Blue Beard" St ropper f o r double edge blades; "Kriss-Kross Blade Stropper ca.
19273 Basic A i r c r a f t Construct ion Book-19h3; Guest R e g i s t e r of Wal ter and N e t t i e S t o l l , a l s o
photographs of Walter and N e t t i e S t o l l .

Don Croop: Three Cassette Tapes, ( 1 ) I n t e r v i e w w i t h Lou Schrader and copy o f Schmidle i n t e r - |
v iew w i t h Mer le Wilson; ( 2 ) Copy of 75th Anniversary of De lph i c C i r c l e w i t h Alma Far re l ; Dor - |
o t h y Shanks r a d i o i n t e r v i e w s w i t h Jan S p o r l e d e r and C a r o l C. Smith; (3 ) Marker Dedicat ions
a t L a r r y Pease home and George Badger's "Hojack Park"; I n t e r v i e w w i t h Jennie B i g a l o w.

* + + & &€%&HF
CIVIL WAR FIRSTS:

The fi r s t man d r a f t e d f rom Wilson in t h e C i v i l War was Hugh Gleason. He was mustered i n t o
Co. Ae, 140th N.Y. Volunteers, on J u l y 29, 1863. He was a lso the fi r s t s u b s t i t u t e s o l d i e r
f r om East Wilson. (Note: Under t he enro l lment b i l l passed by Congress on March 3, 1863, a
d r a f t e d man could h i r e a s u b s t i t u t e o r b u y exemption f o r $300 . )

The fi r s t C i v i l War s o l d i e r f rom Wilson t o d i e i n a c t i o n was Dan ie l H . Davis, who e n l i s t e d
i n t h e 28th N.Y. I n f a n t r y . H e i s b u r i e d i n Greenwood Cemetery i n Wi lson.
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WAYS & MEANS SPONSORS EVENTS:

The s o c i e t y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e Rainbow M a l l Bazaar which was he ld i n t h e Rainbow Centre
r e c e n t l y, and considerable i n t e r e s t was shown b y v i s i t o r s - - m a n y o f whom had never heard o f t h e
Wilson v i l l a g e before. Goodwi l l ambassadors who represented t h e soc ie t y were Winnie Fischer,
Chrm., Nora Casens of Calgary, John and Eleanor Myers, Marion and "Chuck" Campbell, Bet ty
Stimson, M i l l i e Lonsbery, Shel ley Andrews, Lo is Barnum, and Don and M i l l i e Croop.

‘ wake Sale was held a t the town h a l l on e lec t i on day when voters were able to take advan‑
tage of a l a r g e se lec t ion of choice home-baked foods. One person was heard to remark t h a t it
was eas ie r s e l e c t i n g a p i e o r cake than i t was choosing a candidate f o r o f fi c e .

The sale was conducted by Winnie Fischer, L o i s Barnum, Shel ley Andrews, Chris Goodman, and
N e t t i e Stimson, and they wish to thank a l l who donated and furnished. Approximately $225 was
rea l i zed from the two events.
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NEW MEMBERS: °

Weare pleased to welcome Carole and James Corne l l , J r . , o f Boston, Mass., also the l y r .
o l d son o f Dick and Sue Schul tz, Chr i s topher Schu l t z o f Newfane.
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MUSEUM MAINTENANCE:
One of t h e r e a l problems faced by t h e s o c i e t y is t he ever=pressing need to keep maintenance

costs at a minimum. The depot is o l d , and hard to h e a t economical ly so every e f f o r t must be
made to keep thermostats on l o w except when needed.

D r . Argue has helped t o ho ld costs down b y p e r m i t t i n g t h e trustees t o meet a t h i s o f fi c e
d u r i n g w i n t e r months, and in a f u r t h e r e f f o r t to reduce costs, t h e trustees voted to close
the museum to v i s i t o r s d u r i n g January, F e b r u a r y, and March. In s p i t e of these economies, l a s t
year 's h e a t i n g and u t i l i t i e s cost t h e s o c i e t y $1981.1--and t h a t was a m i l d w i n t e r .
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MUSEUM GREETERS FOR DECEMBER:

The museum w i l l be open f o r th ree Sundays o n l y d u r i n g December, and w i l l not re-open to
Sunday a f te rnoon v i s i t o r s u n t i l A p r i l 1 , 1 9 8 ) . M a r i e t t a Goodman has announced t h a t g ree te rs
f o r December w i l l be , Dec. t h , Harold and Barbara Mosher; Dec. 11 th , F loyd and Mary Clark;
and Dec. 18th, Charles and Mary Gamble.
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IN MEMORIAM:

The Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y extends i t s condolences to t h e f a m i l y of Ruth Pasko Mahar of
Niagara F a l l s who passed away in October, 1983. Mrs . Pasko jo i ned t h e s o c i e t y in 1981 and
was t h e s i s t e r o f Pau l J . Pasko, a l s o o f N iagara F a l l s . The Paskos resided in Wilson when
t h e i r f a t h e r, t h e Rev. Judson Pasko, was pastor o f t h e 1 s t B a p t i s t Church o f Wilson i n 1915.* & & & & H * ¥

Joyce Bue l l of N iagara F a l l s , a member of t he s o c i e t y s ince 1980, passed away in October,
1983, and the s o c i e t y extends i t s sympathies to h e r husband, Halsey Bue l l , who survives h e r .
The Buel ls spent t h e i r summers in Wilson at t h e i r summer home on Shore D r i v e .
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CHRISTMAS PARTY:

A Christmas t r ee decora t i ng p a r t y w i l l be h e l d a t t h e museum on Sunday, December kth, from
one o"clock on. Miss F loss ie L o r t z w i l l be in charge of decorations, and everyone is i n v i t e d
to come and ge t i n t o the Christmas s p i r i t . The t r e e w i l l be donated by Carol and B i l l Smith.

x e & HR H H H *

LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT is easy to understand. I t ' s when two people have been l o o k i n g at each
f o r years t h a t i t becomes a mi rac le . --Sam Levenson

* 4 © K HR HR H



: !<i
v

ai din GEN

Bilson Wistorical Morietp
WILSON, NEW YORK 14172

NEWSLETTER
DONALD W. CROOP, Editor

APRIL 1983 Vo l . 12 Now
(Coleman Press)

WILSON'S FIRST LIBRARIAN:
M r. Arthur Dobbs, son of A lbe r t and Aggie P e t t i t Dobbs, was born in Somerset in 1872, and

came to Wilson w i t h h i s parents when he was about 3 years o l d . A f t e r graduating from Wilson
High School, he taught f o r several years and was appointed Librarian when the Wilson Free
L ib ra ry was organ ized in 1909,

Although confined to a wheelchair f o r 3h years , he was never despondent and is remembered
f o r h i s excep t i ona l for t i tude and ac t i ve in te res t i n everything around him. He had a spec ia l
automobile b u i l t in which he managed to g e t around, and an o l d newspaper c l i pp ing describes
the manner in which he g o t i n t o i ts: "A sho r t runway extended from the fl o o r of h i s f r o n t
p o r c h to a p o i n t beside the driveway on the l e v e l w i t h the fl o o r of h i s ca r. When he went f o r
a s p i n in the country, h i s d r i v e r would p a r k beside the “gangplank", and Mr. Dobbs would wh i r l
down the i n c l i n e i n t o the rea r seat o f t h e c a r without having to leave the wheelcha i r, "

Arthur Dobbs served as l i b ra r i an u n t i l 1919 when the l i b r a r y was moved from h i s home on
P e t t i t S t ree t t o rented rooms o n the 2nd fl e o r o f t h e Blake Block. When h e died i n 1935, h e
had a lso he ld the p o s i t i o n o f Town Cle rk f o r a p e r i o d o f twen ty -five y e a r s .

A new booklet on the history of the Wilson Free Library is being publ ished by the society
and w i l l b e available soon. I t w i l l b e the 11th p u b l i c a t i o n re lated t o subjects o f loca l
histor ical interest. Material used in the booklet was compiled by Mrs. Eloise Culverwell, and
i t was prepared f o r pub l i ca t i on by your Newsletter ed i to r. The 20 page booklet w i l l include
6 photographs and w i l l s e l l f o r $1.00 and be available at e i ther the museum, “Country Barn
Shop", o r “Wilson Free L ib ra ry " . M a i l orders should include an extra 50¢ to help w i th postage.
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PUPPETEERS KEEP BUSY:

The ac t i v i t i es engaged in by some l o c a l volunteer groups reminds us tha t h is to ry i s being
made every day, and i t i s n ' t always necessary to d i g back i n t o the 1800's to fi n d interest ing
top ics to wr i te about.

Our at tent ion is focused today on the “Puppeteers" of the Wilson Branch of Inter=-Commnity
Hospi ta l , and we note t h a t over the pas t 18 years t h i s small dedicated group of volunteers
have prov ided l i t e r a l l y thousands of "puppets" f o r hospi ta l ized chi ldren in the f a c i l i t y .

The idea o f making the "puppets" o r i g i n a t e d w i t h Mrs. Dorothy Kirkland o f Florida, and t h e
program was in i t i a ted l o c a l l y by her good fr iend, t h e l a t e Dorothy Th i l k o f Wilson. The l i t e
t l e d o l l s were an ins tan t h i t and have since brought smiles to the faces of M a n y convalescent
children. Some o f the lad ies who o r i g i n a l l y helped Mrs. Th i l k were Ruth Gale, Doris Tar r,
Ethe l Dikeman, Bet ty Cornell, Ruth Gates, and L o i s Jennings.

When Mrs. Th i lk passed away in 1981, the program was continued under the direct ion of Lois
Jennings and over 250 "puppets" were delivered to the h o s p i t a l dur ing 1982, Although over 50
"puppets" have been made s o f a r t h i s y e a r, a p r o d u c t i o n c r i s i s arose a f t e r Christmas when the
supply r a n out. The emergency was qu ick ly met by the “Puppeteers", however, who meet every
Monday morning at 10AM in the Exley United Methodist Church,

Their p r o d u c t i o n l i n e could b e t h e envy o f General Motors o r even Toyota. The dress pate
terns are cut out by Helen French; L o i s Jennings sews them together; "Dude" Schnoor s t u f f s
the heads; and Maryanne Sharpe, H i l d r e d Brothers, M i l l i e Croop, Rose McDermott, Sherr ie Biggs
and Lucy Monroe sew the d o l l s t o g e t h e r . Myra Pease a lso makes puppets a t h e r home, and Mandy
Huie cuts up the stockings used f o r s t u f fi n g t h e heads.

The l i v e s of hundreds of ch i ld ren are br igh tened each year in the hosp i ta l because of t h i s
worthy volunteer operat ion, and donations from any interested persons are g r a t e f u l l y received.
Heads f o r the “puppets” are purchased by t h e group at t h e current cost of $32 a gross, and o l d
discarded n y l o n stock ings or panty hose a r e always in demand. If you r e a l l y wish to l i g h t up
the faces of the "puppeteers", however, j u s t g i v e them some p ieces of new c l o t h remnants.
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MEMBER HONORED:

M r s . Diane A l b r i g h t has been awarded a L i f e Membership i n t h e PTA i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f her
valuable contribution to young people in the community. Diane, a teacher at Thomas Marks
school, has been a H leader and Sunday School teacher f o r a number of years and has also
served on the v i l l a g e and town recreat ion commission.

The p r e s e n t a t i o n was made a t a recent Founder's Day program b y Mra. Susan Cruickshank, also
a teacher a t Thomas Marks school. Mr. Nicholas Ordian i s P r i nc i pa l . Diane and Sue are both
Charter members o f the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.
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BON MOT: The fragrance always stays in t h e hand t h a t g i v e s the rose.



THE SAGA OF "BILLY SHERMAN" CONTINUES: =
In 1973, the Wilson Society publ ished i t s fi r s t h is to r i ca l booklet, "The Story o f B i l l y

Sherman." It was compiled when t h e l a t e Dorothy Thi lk , town historian, revealed how a
Confederate horse had been captured at Chattanooga, Tenn., by a Wilson sold ier, Pv t . Lorenzo
Prat t , Chief Bugler f o r Battery M , 1 s t Regt . , New York L i g h t A r t i l l e r y .

Pvt. P ra t t named h i s horse " B i l l y Sherman" a f t e r Gen. Wi l l iam Sherman under whose command
the Battery fought from "Atlanta to the Sea." When the war was over, P ra t t brought B i l l y
back to h i s farm in Wilson, and a f t e r many years the o l d war horse was buried there w i t h
m i l i t a r y honors.

The soc ie ty 's l i t t l e booklet s o l d out qu i ck l y, and t h e s tory a t t rac ted much a t ten t i on and
pub l i c i t y throughout Western New York . It a l so received s p e c i a l attent ion in the Chattanooga
papers through the o ffices of the l a t e historian, Charles Peacock, of Chickamauga, Ga. H i s
s is ter, Margaret, is s t i l l a member of the soc ie ty and you may have t r i e d two of he r de l ic ious
recipes in the society cookbook, "Carrot-Pineapple Coconut Salad" or "Chocolate-Custard P i e . "

The story of B i l l y Sherman popped up a g a i n a few weeks ago at the Rapid C i t y H igh School in
South Dakota, when members of the Junior Class were g i v e n Eng l i sh assignments to conduct
"interviews" with famous C i v i l War p e r s o n a l i t i e s . Our grandaughter, Denise Croop, decided t o
hold her interview w i t h Pv t . Lorenzo P r a t t , because in h e r words, “anyone could have an inter-~
view w i t h Pres. Lincoln or Generals Lee and Gran t . "

So, pos ing as a repor ter f o r the London Times, she "v is i ted" Pvt . P r a t t a t h i s Wilson home
on June 2, 1890, and fo l lowing her "interview" wrote an a r t i c l e about P r a t t and h i s horse
B i l l y t h a t earned her a top grade f o r h e r e f f o r t . Needless to say, her classmates were qu i te
excited to learn about a Confederate war horse buried in the small town of Wilson, N.Y.

He He HH He He HR HR HR HR HR
A MATTER OF CONCERN:

The Wilson H is to r i ca l Society has donated $100 from i t s treasury to support the work o f the
Niagara County H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y . The Lockpor t o r g a n i z a t i o n r e c e n t l y had i t s budget cut b y
the Niagara County Legislature, and many services have had to be cut . The museum at Lockport
is one of the best in Western New York and every e f f o r t should be made to preserve it and
support i t . The Wilson Society is happy to f o l l o w the example se t by Cambria, and hope t h a t
by doing so, a t rend w i l l be establ ished t h a t others w i l l fo l low.

He ee HN HR HH HH HH H HH x
"COUNTRY FAIR" REMINDERS:

The annual "Old Fashioned Country F a i r " w i l l be he ld at the Wilson-depot museum grounds on
Memorial Day Monday, May 30th, from 10:00 to 5:00PM. Net t i e Stimson, Gen. Chrm., repor ts t h a t
th ings appear to be shaping up we l l and expects tha t there w i l l be over 100 Dealers on hand
again th i s y e a r, There w i l l also be performances by Vocal and Instrumental groups as wel l as
l i v e demonstrations and displays on the grounds. Clowns w i l l mingle w i th the crowd and b a l ‑
loons and movies w i l l be available f o r the youngsters.

The L i t t l e League Chicken Barbecue w i l l be serv ing from 1:00 to 5:00, and t h i s w i l l also
be supplemented by a good supply of foods inc lud ing hot dogs, funnel cakes, candy and cheese.

Edna Rose suggests tha t it would be he lp fu l if "fleas" could be dropped o f f at her home on
Wilcox S t . , but they may also be l e f t at the museum on Sunday afternoons. Those planning to
start p lan ts f o r the p l a n t booth should also be thinking about i t . Lucy Monroe would also
apprec ia te ge t t i ng donations of sugar, nuts, or cash f o r the candy concession.

Burt Jennings has acquired a new 2lx2l f o o t ten t f o r t he soc ie ty 's use through Jack Per ry,
and John Myers suggests t h a t volunteers w i l l be needed t h i s sp r ing to ge t th ings ready f o r the
F a i r. Both he and A r t Schnoor would be pleased to see some of our younger members step f o r ‑
ward and o f f e r t o he lp out.

He He He HH He HH HR HR H &
MEDICINE SHOW VISITS WILSON:

Af ter the wonderful winter weather it was a l i t t l e hard to believe that , on the fi r s t day
o f spr ing, members would b e b a t t l i n g snow d r i f t s i n the museum park ing l o t t o attend the March
meeting o f the Wilson H i s t . Soc ie t y. Fo r those who made i t , however, i t was we l l wor th the
e f f o r t .

Faye P ise l lo gave a b r i e f h i s t o r y on medicine shows in America around the turn of the cen‑
t u r y. I t was a p e r i o d when f a s t t a l k i n g con-a r t i s ts peddled t h e i r medical concoctions to a
g u l l i b l e p u b l i c and featured such c u r e - a l l s as “Swamp Root" or Lyd ia Pinkham's "Vegetable Com‑
pound." The medical show era declined r a p i d l y when the PureFood Act was passed by the federal
government in 1907.

A humerous enactment by “Professor P i s e l l o ' s " t r ave l i ng medicine show followed complete w i t h
dancing g i r l s from Nice, France. The Can Can and s k i t s were performed by Kirsten Szantor,
Tracey Palm, He id i Dehlinger, and J ina and G l o r i a Pisel lo; wh i le John and Jim Pisel lo peddled
Professor P ise l l o ' s “Pure-Cure P i l s " to the audience. Connie Bar tz prov ided the recorded music.

Following the meeting, refreshments were served by Carole Schnoor, Gertrude Schnoor, and
M i l l i e Croop.

%* + He HR HR HR HH HR HR HR &
HISTORICAL FACTS: a

In 1800 the Town of North Hampton included a l l t he present day counties of Cattaraugus,
Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Orleans, Wyoming, and the western par ts of Allegheny and
Monroe counties. The U.S. census l i s t e d o n l y 152 persons in the town of N. Hampton tha t year
bearing out the f a c t Western New York was a vast wilderness at the time.

e H H H H H RH H H RH &
DID YOU KNOW t h a t in 1870 the town's p o p u l a t i o n consistedof 2,438 natives and 7) foreigners,

and tha t 2,90 of the t o t a l number were white and 8 were colored?
H eH tH H H H H H H R H R

SUBMITTED BYA MEMBER: "Never miss an opportunity to make others happy, even if you have to
leave them alone in order to do i t .



STRIKB IN WILSON FIZZLES:
_D a v i d Young, w r i t i n g in t he Suspension B r i d g e Journal, November 14, 1885, made some i n t e r ‑

e s t i n g observat ions about a s t r i k e t h a t took p l a c e in t h e Haner dry-house in Wilson. We quote:
"A laughable s t r i k e took p l a c e here l a s t Saturday morn ing in Haner's dry-house. The g i r l s

employed there were r e c e i v i n g 50¢ a d a y, b u t o n t h a t morn ing t h e y re fused t o g o t o work unless
they g o t 60¢ a d a y. This Mr. Haner refused and k i n d l y i n v i t e d the g i r l s up to h i s desk to g e t
what was owing them. This the g i r l s decl ined, say ing t h e y d i d not want t h e i r p a y, b u t simply
a n increase o f 1 0 cents. But M r. Haner cou ld n o t b e p r e v a i l e d upon t o d o t h i s and a f t e r due
r e fl e c t i o n and the l o s s of one hour 's t ime, t h e y, w i t h t h r e e except ions, returned to t h e i r
work as happy as could be over t h e i r fi r s t exper ience in a s t r i k e . "

% % H H HM H H H H HH H
"SWEET HOUSE” PAINTING:

E l l a Mae Peters, who res ides in Leesburg, F lo r ida , has presented the museum w i t h an a r t i s t i c
o i l p a i n t i n g of an o l d house t h a t once stood on 212 Washington S t r e e t in t h e v i l l a g e of Wilson.
I t was burned down in a con t ro l l ed fi r e by t h e Wilson Volunteer F i r e Co . . i n 1971, and E l l a Mae
l i t the torch t h a t s t a r t e d the b l a z e . Very l i t t l e i s known about t h e house except t h a t i t was
re fe r red to as the "Sweet House" f o r many years and was owned by a Sisson f a m i l y in 1957. I f
anyone reading t h i s newslet ter can shed more l i g h t on i t s h i s t o r y or the people who l i v e d in
i t , we would apprec ia te hea r i ng f rom y o u .

Mrs . Peters, t h e former E l l a Mae Baker, a l s o l i v e d on Washington S t r e e t and many of h e r
f r iends w i l l remember h e r as an a c t i v e worker in t h e Ex ley Methodist Church and Corresponding
Secy. f o r t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c i e t y. She was a lso employed f o r many years as secretary to D r.
John I ’ . Argue. Since r e t i r i n g t o F lo r ida , E l l a Mae has pursued her t a l e n t a s a n a r t i s t , and
we a r e t o l d she also conducts p a i n t i n g classes in h e r s t u d i o .

% * &% H H H H H HH HH H
NEW MEMBER:

W ea r e happy t o welcome Teresa L . Lasher o f N iagara F a l l s a s a member i n the s o c i e t y. She
i s considered a n expert i n the a r c h i t e c t u r a l fi e l d o f p e r i o d homes, and i s a c t i v e i n the pro~
grams of t he Town of N iagara H i s t . S o c i e t y and Soc ie t i es of North German Sett lements.

He ue & H He KH He eH H H H
GOOD RESPONSE:

B e t t y Stimson, Chrm., reports t h a t t h e i d e a o f i n c l u d i n g q u i l t t i c k e t s w i t h t he l a s t news‑
l e t t e r was a good one. Many stubs have a l ready been re turned by our out-of- town members, and
the fi n e respo nse is g r a t e f u l l y apprec ia ted. The q u i l t was also on d isp lay f o r f o u r days
at t he Rainbow Centre, and Be t t y sa id much i n t e r e s t was generated f o r o u r upcoming May F a i r .

% ee He HH HH HR HH H *
APRIL MEETING:

Everyone is interested in the house where they l i v e , so whether your home is h i s to r i c ,
Vic tor ian, or of the l a t e s t modern des ign, y o u ' l l want to at tend the A p r i l 18th meeting when
Mrs. Les l ie Beukema w i l l speak on the subject , "This Old House", and perhaps you can l e a r n
what your o l d house can reveal to youe © ;

Mrs. Ruth P h i l l i p s , Chrm., has submitted the names o f the f o l l o w i n g persons t o serve re~
freshments that evening: Sandy Evans, Kathryn Frer icks, Eleanor Douglas, and Eleanor Canfield.

He ke He HR HH HR HR HH HR KH OH
MUSEUM TO RE-OPEN IN APRIL:

On Easter Sunday, A p r i l 3rd, the museum w i l l aga in be open to Sunday afternoon v i s i t o r s .
Mar ie t ta Goodman, Chrm., has arranged f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g persons t o serve a s greeters :
A p r i l 3rd, Bob and Edna Rose; A p r i l 10th, Roger and Marge Goodman; A p r i l 17th, John and
Jean Kress; and A p r i l 2l th, P h y l l i s Hurs t and Helen Horton.

% % HH HR H HH KH HH KH HF
THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

Bessie Clark Vana was born in Wilson on October lh, 1897, and was educated in the o l d Wilson
High School. She marr ied Joseph Vana of Youngstown in 1921 and t h e y had 3 chi ldren, S h i r l e y
Vana H o l l i s t e r , Joyce Vana Westadt, and Joann Vana Rose. They a lso have 8 grandchildren i n ‑
c l u d i n g Susan, Laura, and Wi l l i am Westadt; Joann and Chr is ta Rose; J e f f e r y and Gregory Bradley;
and David H o l l i s t e r ; also n ine g rea t grandch i ld ren .

Bessie's f a t h e r, Chatford Clark , was bo rn in Wilson and was a farmer and l i v e r y s tab le
operator. Her mother, Sarah A l b r i g h t , was born in Hol land. Bessie's brother, Ray Clark and
LaMont Hamilton, founded the Hamilton and C la r k F u r n i t u r e and Under tak ing P a r l o r in Wilson.

eH & HH RK HH H HH KH
TRUSTEES:

The A p r i l 13th meet ing o f t he o f fi c e r s , trustees, and comm. chairmen, w i l l b e h e l d i n the
museum, Wed. evening at 8:00 PM. In v iew of t h e upcoming F a i r , a l l o f fi c e r s should make a
s p e c i a l e f f o r t to at tend t h e meet ings in A p r i l as w e l l as May.

H% *& &€ & HH HR H HR KR HH KH

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD:
A l l n o n - p r o fi t organ iza t ions should be concerned o v e r a recent proposal by the f e d e r a l

o f fi c e of Management and Budget to g r e a t l y i nc rease t h e r a t e of th i rd-c lass non -p rofi t bu lk
m a i l i n g f rom 5.2 to 10.9 cents in 1984. If approved, t h e proposal would n e a r l y double t h e
cost of m a i l i n g f o r r e l i g i o u s groups, h o s p i t a l s , and o the r c u l t u r a l organizat ions. A l e t t e r
to your Congressman migh t h e l p .

% 4 * H H H H H H HK
WAYS & MEANS COMM. “ON BALL":

Winnie Fischer, Chrm., repor ts t h a t dep le ted stocks of pens, penc i l s , patches, and T sh i r t s
a r e b e i n g rep len ished. An innovat ive p l a n to make up i n v e n t o r y cards f o r use by Sunday hostes‑
ses w i l l pe rm i t easy "check o f f " of i tems so ld and thus enable committee to know what's mov ing

x ke € He H H HK H HR KH KH OF

LAST WORD: When a man l e t s the r e s t o f t he wor ld g o b y , h e i s d r i v i n g a t the l e g a l speed.
% * & KH HR KH H RH & HH KH
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GEORGE SWICK & THE OREGON TRAIL: :
One of Wilson's tough o l d G.A.R. veterans, George Swick, n o t o n l y survived the C i v i l war

b u t the Oregon g o l d rush as we l l . He was born in Tompkins County,NY, and came to Wilson w i t h
h i s parents when he was e i g h t years o l d . The f a m i l y home at the corner of Chestnut and Town
L ine roads was known f o r many years as t h e Wil l iam Rohring farm. .

George jo ined the Union Army when he was twenty, and served in C o .B of the 28th New York
Volunteer I n f a n t r y . His embattled reg iment , t he p r i d e of Niagara County, suffered severe l o s ‑
ses at Antietam and other engagements in t h e Shenandoah Campaign. The Regiment had l e f t New
York in 1861 w i t h 798 men; when mustered o u t two years l a t e r in May, 1863, on l y 418 remained.

One year l a t e r , George mar r ied Martha Rodgers, and they had one daughter, Mrs. Frank Smith,
who gave them two grandchildren, L loyd Smith and Mrs. Herman Schultz. When g o l d was discover ‑
ed in Oregon, one of George's neighbors ta lked him i n t o going west, however, Martha remained
in Wilson.

They started t h e i r journey,the same year Lincoln was assasinated, and t h e i r equipment i n ‑
cluded a covered wagon and three saddle horses. The small par ty were we l l stocked wi th p r o ‑
visions and, though Mr. Swick was s t r i c t l y temperate, they bought 10 ga l l ons of whiskey, 5 ga le
lons of g i n , and 5 ga l l ons of wine before leav ing Lockport.

Their wagon t r a i n took 3 months to cross 1 states to t h e i r destination, and it was usua l l y
a chore to fi n d suitable p laces to stay overni te where f u e l and water could be obtained. When
they attempted to cross the Miss iss ipp i on a horse boat, they became entangled w i t h a l a r g e
tree which car r ied t h e i r boat, horses, and wagons downstream in what near l y proved to be a
d i s a s t e r , I t took them a l l day and n i g h t t o g e t back o n the t r a i l aga in .

Their wagon t r a i n mostly followed the Overland Stage route, and in some places they could
see where rebels had torn up the ra i l r oad tracks along the way. They met many t r i bes o f I n d i ‑
ans but, fortunately had no trouble w i t h them. In Idaho they real ized they had misjudged t h e i r
financ ia l needs, bu t the problem was solved when Mr. Swick was ab le to borrow a thousand
d o l l a r s f rom a Brother Mason. F i n a l l y , upon reaching Oregon, they se t t l ed o n the Snake River.

George and h i s pa r tne r bought a cabin f o r $30 and immediately set about searching f o r g o l d .
At the time, g o l d was the a r t i c l e of exchange and noth ing could be purchased wi thout i t . In
the o p i n i o n of most westerners, greenbacks were worthless--a r a t h e r p rophe t i c observation.
The g o l d was panned or dug w i t h p i c k and shovel and looked l i k e ye l l ow sand. It was weighed
up on small scales and so ld f o r $20 an ounce. George would have remained in Oregon if h i s
w i f e had gone w i t h him, b u t a f t e r two years he decided to re turn to Wilson.

His journey home was near l y as dangerous as t h e one out there. The fi r s t l e g of h i s t r i p
was 160 m i l e s by stagecoach to t h e Columbia R i v e r where he caught a boat f o r Portland. From
there he took a steamer to San Francisco where he boarded another sh ip f o r Panama. Since the
Canal was not y e t b u i l t , he endured the oppres ive heat and crossed the i s t h m s by mule t r a i n .
Onthe G u l f s ide he boarded a smal l boat f o r the At lan t i c coast, and i t was n e a r l y sunk in a
bad storm o f f Nor th Carolina. They d r i f t e d help lessly f o r 30 hours b u t fi n a l l y made i t to
shore where George was able to complete h i s t r i p home by t r a i n .

George Swick never revea led how much g o l d he had dug wh i l e in Oregon; he s a i d he never
t o l d anyone because he saw too many people g e t robbed when they flashed t h e i r g o l d around.

% He e HR HR HM HR HH H KR
KEEPING IN TOUCH BY RADIO: .

Ham rad io operators p l a y an impor tan t p a r t in America's communication system, and we o f t e n
hear how some of them serve the p u b l i c in t imes of emergency or na t i ona l d isas ter. Sometimes
t h e i r r a d i o conversat ions l e a d to new f r i endsh ips or t h e renewing of o l d . Recen t l y, George
Page of Wilson ta l ked o v e r t h e a i r w i t h D r . Gerald C o l l i n s of Duncansville, Pa. Weheard,
i n d i r e c t l y , t h a t D r . C o l l i n s was in te res ted i n Wilson s o w e were prompted t o w r i t e h im and
send him some h i s t o r i c a l brochures. W erece ived a n i c e l e t t e r i n rep lys

H is parents, M r. and Mrs. Charles 0. C o l l i n s , moved to Wilson in 1925 when Gerald was a
denta l student a t t he Un ive rs i t y o f P i t t s b u r g . Char les worked f o r the Niagara County Preser ‑
v i n g Company, (on the s i t e of the present P f e i f f e r Corp.) and Gerald also worked there dur ing
summer vacations. He graduatedfrom den ta l school in 1930 and then opened a p r i v a t e p r a c t i s e
i n Altoona, Pa. H e and h i s w i f e were mar r i ed i n Wilson the fo l l ow ing year and they had two
daughters . The l a s t time Gerald was in Wilson was in 1952 when h i s parents moved to Uniontown.

D r. Co l l i n s was accepted in the U.S. Army Dental Corps and served as a denta l o f fi c e r u n t i l
Oct . 1, 1961, when he was r e t i r e d w i t h the rank of Colonel. He s t i l l has an i n t e r e s t in h i s
former hometown, and ind ica tes he may v i s i t here t h i s summer to see how t h i n g s have changed.
Wet h i n k he w i l l be surpr i sed- -a number o f f e m i l i a r landmarks have disappeared in 30 years .

% 4 © HH KH HH HN HR KH



THE TREE TAVERN:
I t has been recorded t h a t the fi r s t frame Presbyter ian Church was erected in t h e village

in 1834-35 at a cost of $2,550, and t h a t t h e b e l l f o r t h e tower was brought here by s l e i g h
from Troy, N.Y. Perhaps no t so w e l l known was t h e f a c t t h a t Brandy flowed f r e e l y wh i le t h e
church was being constructed because in those e a r l y days one bushel of corn would pay f o r s i x
quarts of whiskey.

I t was considered a l o n g t r i p from Wilson t o t h e R idge , s o some e n t e r p r i s i n g ind iv idua ls
formed a company and placed a j a g of whiskey in a t r e e about midway between the two communi‑
t i e s . Each member was allowed to h e l p h imse l f when he passed b y , and when t h e j u g was empty
would take turns r e fi l l i n g i t . The popu la r res t -s top soon became known a s the “Tree Tavern".

*% * H Hh HM H HR He H H H
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

A number o f i tems have been donated t o the museum b y t h e Wilson Free L i b r a r y i n c l u d i n g
3 bound books o f t he "Wilson Sta r " ; framed p o r t r a i t s o f C o l . Peter Por ter, Jeanette Parsons,
L inco ln f a m i l y, M i lan Cathredral, Declarat ion of Independence, and several o thers .

Norman Th i l k : Two F i rep lace Tools f rom Rex Tugwell 's s tudy, o r i g i n a l l y i n the Tugwel l l o g
cabin; I c e cream tab le and cha i rs once used in t h e Middleton Drugstore in Wilson.

Chr i s t i an Eberhard of Orlando,Fla.: Miscellaneous c o l l e c t i o n of R.R. Memorabil ia.
Mrs . E a r l J. McCormick, Oceanside, C a l . : Photos and o t h e r i t ems from estate of l a t e huse

band i n c l u d i n g Phone C l i p to c lean telephone mouthpieces, p i n s and banners.
A lbe r t & Mi ld red Toenniessen: Shepp's "World F a i r Photographs"=(Columbia Exposi t ion 1893)
D r . John Argue: 1981-1983 Calendars f e a t u r i n g antique cars - -su i tab le f o r f raming .
Bessie C la r k Vana of Lewiston: Mar r i age c e r t i fi c a t e of h e r grandparents, Anthony Clark

and Mary Bagley; a lso photograph album g i v e n h e r by Pear l L e g g e t t .
N e t t i e Stimson: Ironstone Balance Scale P la te found in h e r home in 1968; a l s o newspaper \

p i c t u r e o f Wilson Harbor taken i n may, 1970.
Hazel Th i lk : C o l l e c t i o n o f 1933-3 newspaper c l i p p i n g s w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g s to r i es r e l a t e d

to Wilson's h i s t o r y. (The Swick story in t h i s Newsletter was compiled from one) .
Edward Les te r, Ransomville: Campaign c a r d f o r Rep. Candidate f o r S h e r i f f , Fred Bigalow.
C o r l i s s Armstrong, Pont iac, Mich . : Two C i v i l War b lankets issued to h i s grandfa ther,

Byron B. Barber of Wilson; a l s o Copy of Document issued by Peter Por te r Post,G.A.R. d e t a i l i n g
Barber's Serv ice Record and Discharge Date.

Bessie Cole: Souvenir booklets U.S. Sold ier 's home, Washington,DC; 31st Nat ional Encamp‑
ment of G.A.R. in Buffalo, 1897; Pan American Expo; and Standard Guide to Washington,192h.

Sandy Evans: Wreath of Praise Songbook,1879; Male Voice Glee Book, 1876, and 78RPM record
albums of "Debusy" by Rubenstein, "The Snow Goose" narrated by Herbert Marshall in 1948, and
9 pieces of sheet music f o r piano (1910-1919).

He & He H HR H H HH H
NEW MEMBERS:

The soc ie t y extends a welcome to i t s most recent new members: V i r g i n i a Coe Purse l l , W i l ‑
l i amsv i l l e , NY; Barclay and Mar jor ie Stockwel l Ivanek, Stuar t , F l : Frank and Norma Stock‑
we l l Engl ish, Lantana, FL; S a l l y Murawski, Niagara Fa l l s , NY; Bonnie Gasior, Lockport, NY;
D r. Gerald and Helen Col l ins, Duncansville, PA: Tom and Ga i l Walder, Newfane, NY; and
Junior members Karen and Jon Walder, Newfane, NY. and Charles and Beatrice Mensch, Mesa, AZ.

* H # H H H HH H KH H
PROGRAM FOR MAY:

Nominations f o r o f fi c e r s , trustees, and committee chairmen f o r 1983-8 are to be presented
at the r e g u l a r meet ing on May 16th. Whitney Barnum is chairmam of the nominat ing commit tee,
E lect ions w i l l be he ld at t he annual meet ing on June 20th.

Mrs . Charles Profrock, Pres. of t h e Carousel S o c i e t y, w i l l be ou r guest speaker and w i l l
discuss the Herschel l Carousels of Tonawanda.

Ruth P h i l l i p s has announced t h a t t h e refreshment committee f o r the evening w i l l cons i s t
o f L u c i l l e Upton, Mary Gamble, and Sara B e r r y.

He H HH H H H H HH H RH H
"FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH?":

Doc Argue, f o l l o w i n g a two week vacat ion, i s back a t the helm l o o k i n g fi t and t r i m . The
fi r s t l e g o f h i s t r i p found him a t t h e Co l lege o f Medicine, U n i v e r s i t y o f Tennessee, where
he attended 8-hour classes a l l week rev iew ing t h e reqirements necessary to renew h i s f a m i l y
p r a c t i s e l i c e n s e - - a n o b l i g a t i o n h e must f u l fi l every seven y e a r s .

In Phoenix, Arizona, he and Jean enjoyed t h e re laxed atmosphere of the "Sun C i t y Colony",
b u t they took t ime ou t to fl y to L inco ln , Nebraska to v i s i t Anne and John, J r . The o n l y d i s ‑
cord encountered on t h e e n t i r e j o u r n e y was when he and Jean were forced to s i t in t h e i r p lane
on a runway f o r hours to w a i t ou t a bad snowstorm.

Though Doc : i i g h t deny i t , he g i v e s t h e appearance t h a t somewhere a l o n g the way he may
have found the "Fountain of Youth*®.
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MUSEUM GREETERS FOR MAY:

There w i l l b e 5 b i g Sundays i n May f o r v i s i t o r s t o see the museum and some o f the memora‑
b i l i a assoc iated w i t h the development o f t h e v i l l a g e o f Wilson s ince i t s i nco rpo ra t i on on
May 11, 1858--125 years ago. M a r i e t t a Goodman, Chrm., has arranged f o r t he f o l l o w i n g to be
present t o g r e e t v i s i t o r s from two t o f o u r : May 1s t , Mabel Burrows and Ada Gi les; May 8th,
Dudley and E l s i e F i tch ; May 15th, Leonard and Mary Tabor; May 22nd, "Chuck" and Bernie
Messersmith; and May 29th, A lbe r t and Marty Harvey.
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MAY MEETINGS: ;

Trustees: Wednesday, May 11 th , 8:00PM, at museum. \
Monthly meeting; Monday, May 16th, 7:30PM, at museum.
"COUNTRY FAIR": Monday, May 30th, 10:00AM to 5:00PM, at museum grounds.
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A HUSBAND should always t r e a t h i s w i f e as if she were a voter and he a candidate.



HAPPY ANNIVERSARY--VILLAGE OF WILSON:
“on May 11, 1983, the v i l l a g e of Wi lson w i l l be 125 years o l d . When i t was incorporated

_ b y a n ac t o f the sta te l e g i s l a t u r e o n May 11, 1858, t h e l i t t l e hamlet encompassed 1 6 acres
and had a popu la t ion of 715 inhab i tan ts . Luther Wilson was the 1 s t Pres idento f the Board
and John Hosmer was the v i l l a g e c l e r k .

I n 1858 there were 3 d r y goods stores, 3 g r o c e r i e s , and seve ra l mechanic shops. L a r g e r
business establishments inc luded t h e Barnum Foundry, t h e J .E . McCarty Lumber Yard, the F. E.
Moore Sash and Door Co., and the H. Sanford Coal Yard.

S p i r i t u a l needs in the community were i n fl u e n c e d by the 1st Presbyter ian Church, t he I s t
B a p t i s t Church, and the Methodist-Episcopal S o c i e t y. Chi ldren attended the two-story cobble‑
stone school on P e t t i t S t r e e t , and h i g h e r educat ional needs were met by the C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i ‑
t u t e on Lake S t . where the Town H a l l now stands.

The cobblestone "Ontario Ho te l " at t h e co rne r of Lake and Young streets was operated by
Richard Chesier, and t h e r e c e n t l y o rgan ized Masonic Lodge met on t h e present s i t e a t Young
and Cather ine st reets.

Du r i ng the months o f May and June, t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y museum e x h i b i t w i l l
f ea tu re memorabilia f rom many of Wilson's e a r l y business establ ishments t h a t operated in the
v i l l a g e since i t s inco rpo ra t i on on May 11, 1858.
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"PUPPETEER" OMISSION:

As a r e s u l t of t h e "puppeteer" i t e m in l a s t month's newsletter, we have learned t h a t
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the h o s p i t a l g roup was g rea te r than p r e v i o u s l y noted. Since n o records were
kep t p r i o r to 1979, the names of some l a d i e s were understandably ommitted.

For example, Frances Landy of Bel lvue, Washington, was fo rmer l y one of t h e most a c t i v e
"puppeteers" in the group , and is r e p o r t e d to have made as many as 13 "puppets" in one d a y.
Several o ther l a d i e s who were u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y overlooked were Chr i s t i ne Kelman, Eleanor
Brydges, Eleanor Myers , and the l a t e Marguer i te P e r r y and Mrs . Gates, mother o f Z i l pha P e t t y .
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MUSEUM ACTIVITIES:

The 1903 NYCentral Caboose i s fi n a l l y r e a d y t o t a k e i t s p l a c e a s a n a d d i t i o n a l e x h i b i t
area f o r the Wilson museum. Much of t h e e a r l y work was done by B i l l , Doug, and D a r r e l l Smith
who r e p a i r e d and covered the r o o f ; Bob Rose, who replaced many of t he windows and extracted
n a i l s a f t e r plywood was removed a s w e l l a s r e p a i r i n g and rep lac ing caboose steps. The fi r s t
p a i n t j o b was completed by Bob Rose ass is ted by t h e Smiths, Croops, and Dinseys, and the
NYCentral i ns i gn ia on the sides of the caboose were stenc i led and painted by Harold F i t z ‑
simmonds, Burt Jennings was appointed chairman a year ago and has c a r e f u l l y repaired and
pain ted both the e x t e r i o rand i n t e r i o r . The caboose stove was insta l led, shelves erected,
and a new beam was drilled and erected at the west end. Elwin Upton has been working w i th
Burt o n the project a s has John Myers who i n s t a l l e d a l l the e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g .

A new stairway has been b u i l t in t h e Wick barn making access to the 2nd fl o o r eas ie r. The
general cleanup of the barn is underway thanks to A r t Schnoor, Elwin Upton, Ron Zauner,
"Chuck" Messersmith, Ralph Dinse, Wal ly Beutel, Ed A l l g e i e r , L a r r y Bulmer, and sons, Je f f rey
and Christopher Bulmer. Use of the v i l l a g e t ruck was h e l p f u l , thanks to Jess Woodard, and
Clark Stimson also helped out w i t h h i s pickup,
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NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Rebecca Baker H i l l i s now the 9 t h L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, a b i r t h ‑
day present f rom h e r parents, M r. and Mrs. Edward Peters of Leesburg, F l o r i da .

Becky was a 1966 graduate of Wilson C e n t r a l School, and v e r y a c t i v e d u r i n g h e r school
years . She majored in Science and Math, was a member of t h e B io logy Club, and a lso a mem=
ver o f the Student Counc i l . Other a c t i v i t i e s inc luded the School Band, Sen io r P l a y , " I n k l i n g s "
S t a f f , and Cres t S t a f f . She a l s o belonged to t h e Reuben Wilson "Yorkers" f o r 4 years and
rece ived the "Who's Who Among Yorkers Award." D u r i n g those years she wrote an excel lent
h i s t o r y of t h e United Methodist Church where she was a member.

Mrs . H i l l now res ides in T i f fi n , Ohio, and spec ia l i zes in genea log ica l research. She has
earned h e r B.A. in American Studies and E n g l i s h and a M.A. in L i b r a r y Science. From a l l
your f r i e n d s i n Wilson, “Happy B i r t h d a y, Becky."
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FROM THE MAILBAG:

Bea Hicks, S. San Francisco, CA, w i l l a t t e n d t h e Cont inenta l Congress of t h e DAR in
Washington, DC. She is C a l . S t a t e Chrm. of Genealogy Records. Bea's son, S c o t t , r e c e n t l y
received the "Golden Mike Award" Yor bestTV S p o r t s Announcer in t he Los Angeles area.
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SUPPORT YOUR "“SOUNTRY FAIR":

N e t t i e Stir.son, Gen. Chrm., has announced t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g persons w i l l be chairmen of
var ious f a i r a c t i v i t i e s : A d v e r t i s i n g , M i l l i e Croop; Antique Cars, Doc Argue & Bob Rose;
Audio & E l e c t r i c , John Myers ; Coffee & Donuts, Judy Zauner; Balloons, J u l i e Bulmer; Candy,
Lucy Monroe; Cashier, B e t t y Stimson; C h i l i , Jan Spor leder ; Cleanup, Ed Has t ings ; Dealers,
N e t t i e Stimson; F i s h Pond, Diane A l b r i g h t ; F l ea Market, Edna Rose; Food S e t - u p , Gwen Heiden ‑
f e l d t ; Food tab les & Cleanup, B e t t y Stimson; Funnel Cakes, Carol Smith; Genealogical D isp lay,
Celeste Crawford; Hot Dogs, A r t Schnoor; Membership & Guest R e g i s t e r, Chr is Kelman; Museum
D i s p l a y, L o i s Jennings; Movies, D a r r e l l Smith; Patterson Room, Eleanor Myers; P i e Contest,
Faye P i s e l l o ; P l a n t Booth, Char lo t te Pease; Popcorn & Lemonade, Sue Schultz; Posters and
Announcements, Don Croop; P u b l i c i t y , Dorothy L innabery ; ‘ Q u i l t , Florence Schultz; Space
Assignments, "Chuck" Campbell; Ticke ts , B e t t y Stimson; Ways & Means, Winnie Fischer.

Edna Rose says, "Save you r fl e a s " , and take them t o h e r home. Another new wr ink le t h i s
year w i l l see the use o f a s h u t t l e bus s e r v i c e between t h e Wilson H i g h School pa rk ing l o t ,
t h e Town H a l l , and the museum grounds.

% # He H HH H HH HK H

ONLY IN AMERICA...does it take more b ra ins to make out the income tax re tu rn than it does to
make the income.



NEWSLETTER
DONALD W. CROOP. Editor

JUNE 1983 Vo l . 12 Now 6
(Coleman Press)

"COUNTRY FAIR", MAY 30th:
I t ' s t h a t t ime of y e a r a g a i n and eve ry member of t h e s o c i e t y can h e l p make t h e upcoming

F a i r a b i g success b y d o n a t i n g p i e s , baked goods, and sa lads . Our supp ly u s u a l l y s e l l s ou t
e a r l y so p lease be generous . Money r a i s e d by t h e F a i r i n s u r e s continued o p e r a t i o n o f t h e
museum as w e l l as needed r e p a i r s and improvements. It a l s o he lps to m a i n t a i n t h e membership
dues at t h e same l o w l e v e l they 've been s ince 1972.

A p i e contest w i l l b e f e a t u r e d t h i s. year under t h e d i r e c t i o n o f Faye P i s e l l o , and a p p l i ‑
ca t i ons have been d i s t r i b u t e d t o 4 H Clubs, Scout Troops, and others who m i g h t l i k e t o enter.
There w i l l b e a s e n i o r d i v i s i o n f o r ages 1-19 and a j u n i o r d i v i s i o n f o r ages 9 through 13,
and $10, $5 , and $ 3 cash p r i z e s w i l l b e awarded t h e winners i n each d i v i s i o n . Pies entered
w i l l become the proper ty o f t h e s o c i e t y and s o l d d u r i n g the f a i r .

More " fl e a market" i tems a r e needed so i f y o u haven ' t turned any i n , t h i s is y o u r l a s t o p ‑
p o r t u n i t y t o d o so. Edna Rose w i l l accept them a t h e r home, b u t you may drop them o f f a t t h e
museum i f y o u p r e f e r .

C h a r l o t t e Pease i s i n charge o f t h e P l a n t Booth t h i s yea r, Please drop o f f the ones you've
started,the day before the f a i r , or e a r l y the next morning.

It is hoped t h a t many w i l l t r y to stop by on the Saturday and Sunday before the f a i r when
most o f the "se t t i ng -up" w i l l be done. Your h e l p would t r u l y be appreciated.

Whit Barnum w i l l be in charge of p a r k i n g , and arrangements have been made f o r a shu t t l e
service between the school park ing l o t and the museum. It w i l l run 10AM to 5PM or as needed.
V i l l a g e res idents as w e l l as v i s i t o r s are encouraged to use i t .
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NEW PUBLICATION IS “HOT ITEM":

The h i s t o r y of "The Wilson Free L ib ra r y " , by Eloise Culverwell, is s e l l i n g we l l and copies
have already been mai led to several of our out-of- town members. Among them are Merton D.
Conrad of N. Tonawanda whose daughter, L i l l i a n U l r i c h of Flor ida, notes t h a t her father o f ten
spoke about A r t hu r Dobbs, 1 s t L i b r a r i a n , and read most o f the books i n t he l i b r a r y when h e was
growing u p . Booklet s e l l s f o r $1.00 b u t m a i l o rders should inc lude 50c f o r postage & m a i l e r .
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FROM THE MAILBAG:

Co r l i s s E. Armstrong of Pont iac , Mich . , has forwarded an 8x12 copy of a p i c t u r e of h i s
g r a n d f a t h e r, Byron B . Armstrong, a l o n g w i t h genea log i ca l records o f t h e Armstrong and Barber
f a m i l i e s . The records d a t e back t o t h e e a r l y 1800's and i t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t a t l e a s t
5 d o c t o r s a r e in the Armstrong l i n e and t h a t t h e l a t e E a r l Armstrong and Ar thu r Dobbs were
cousins o f C o r l i s s .

H i s b r o t h e r, E l t on Armstrong , operated a gas s t a t i o n on t h e n o r t h east corner of Young
and Lake s t ree ts and used to serv ice D r . Argue's automobile. C o r l i s s wonders if Doc remembers
how E l ton ' s w i f e , Dor i s , used to g i v e h im co f fee and cookies when he stopped by f o r a tuneup.
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NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p leasure t o welcome severa l more new members i n t o the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y :
Howard Pease o f Ca l i fo rn ia ; Frank Massing, Rochester, NY; Richard and Joanna Southard,
Lockpor t ,NY; James P i s e l l o , Wilson; Esther Wilson, Wilson; and Jun io r Members, John, James,
Gina, and G l o r i a P i s e l l o , a l s o of Wilsonsjalso David Blemaster of Yucca Va l l e y, Ca l i f o rn i a .
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STRANGER THAN i ICTION:

When the Lake Ontar io Shore Rai l road was surveyed through Wilson, t he route passed through
t h e center of a two a c r e cemetery l o c a t e d on t h e Nathaniel Davis farm across t h e road from t h e
present depot-museum. The bodies had to be removed to make way f o r t h e new ra i l r oad , and d u r ‑
i n g the process it was discovered t h a t Mrs . Eunice Wilson, (who had been bur ied there 12 years
e a r l i e r ) had become p e t r i fi e d and weighed over h0O pounds.
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SUMMARY OF YEAR END REPORT TO IRS:
General Museum and Operating Fund $ 6,947.15
L i f e Membership Tr u s t Fund (on ly i n t e r e s t can be used) 4,902.56

Balance on hand 5/1/83 11,049.71
* * & H HH RH H

BON MOT:
Whether or no t a d o l l a r goes a l o n g way depends on how f a r you l i v e from Washington.
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REMARKABLE JOURNEY:

The song, "Over the River and through t h e woods to Grandfather's house we go" took on spé‑
c i a l meaning in t h e year 1889 when two young boys from Kansas C i t y made a t r a i n t r i p to New York
to v i s i t t h e i r grandfa ther in Wilson. The i r journey was v i a S t . Lou is , Chicago, and Niagara
F a l l s where they took the R. W. & 0. (Hojack) to Wilson. An i t e m in t h e June |, 1889 e d i t i o n
of t h e "Suspension B r i d g e Journal" noted:

"Charles Haynes, aged 12 years and h i s brother Daniel Haynes, aged 35 years, made t h e t r i p
f rom Kansas C i t y to Wilson alone f o r t h e purpose of v i s i t i n g t h e i r grandfather, M r. D. L. Bar~
num. They were o n t h e road 3 days and 2 n i g h t s and a r r i v e d s a f e l y. "

David L. Barnum was a prominent businessman in t h e v i l l a g e and operated t h e Barnum Foundry,
Maufacturers of Farm Implements. One of t h e Barnum plows is on d i sp lay in t h e Museum.
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AUTO MAKER HELPS AMERICANS:
The recent GM-UAW "Care and Share" program was a phenomenal success accord ing to Roger B.

Smith, Chrm., who s t a t e d t h a t employees and r e t i r e e s donated lh m i l l i o n cans of food and
$1,340,000 in cash w i t h GMp r o v i d i n g match ing funds of $3,310,000 f o r a t o t a l of $4,650,000.
Th i s j o i n t e f f o r tby Americans forAmericans c l e a r l y demonstrates t h e importance of suppor t ing
American workers and American I n d u s t r y .
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
Herberta Schul tz has donated Navy Uniforms, Caps, and Puttees in v e r y good cond i t ion .
F loss ie L o r t z : Fan f rom Middleton Drugs to re and O ld Metal Scoop found by Frank Lauer in

h i s W. Lake Rd. barn in 195.
B i l l and Judy Rose, V i r g i n i a : Ra i lway Express Agency Pigeon-holed F i l i n g Cupboard, a lso

assorted Shipp ing Labels and Forms.
Thomas Marks School: 25th Ann iversary Yearbook.
Wilson Free L i b r a r y : 2 O a k2 S h e l f Cabinets.
M i l l i e Croop: One 9 cubic foot u p r i g h t Freezer i n good w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n .
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS:
Three more L i f e Members have s igned up t h i s month making a grand t o t a l of 52 persons to

j o i n t h i s c l a s s i fi c a t i o n . The $100 L i f e Membership f e e i s placed i n a Trust Fund f rom which
o n l y the i n t e r e s t i s used.

M i l l i e Croop, Chrm., has announced t h a t a new L i f e Membership plaque has been ordered in
memoryof the l a t e Justice Jane B. Moxham. When i t a r r i ves , the names o f Bob and Edna Rose
w i l l be the I s t ones on i t . The name of Miss Floss ie Lortz w i l l complete the fi r s t plaque.

Miss Floss ie Lor tz taught school in Buffalo and spent much of h e r f ree time w i th her good
f r iends , the Frank Lauers, who ran a F l o r i s t Shop on W. Lake Rd. Miss Lor tz is a charter mem‑
per of the soc ie ty and served f o r two years as a member of the fi r s t Board of Trustees. She
is c u r r e n t l y Corresponding Secre ta ry and has h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n since 1979.

A. W i l l a rd (Bob) Rose was born at h i s grandfather Rose's home east of the Pease farm on
Wilson-Burt Rd. He attended the elementary school in Wilson and transferred from the l t h grade
to Youngstown where he l a t e r graduated. He attended Tr o t t Vocational and then served in the
U.S. A i r f o r c e . In 199 he married Edna Gratz of Youngstown and they moved to t h e i r present
home on Wilcox St ree t . Bob was employed by the State Highway Dept . , and outside interests
inc luded t h e l o c a l Cub Pack where he served as Awards Chairman. When the L i t t l e League star ted
h e was one o f t he pr ime movers i n g e t t i n g t h e grounds cleaned u p and a lso served o n t h e r e f r e s h ‑
ment committee. H e has always enjoyed " t i n k e r i n g " w i t h machinery and automobiles and fi t t i n g ‑
ly serves as t h e current chairman of t h e Antique Car Museum.

Edna G r a t z Rose attended the Buffa lo schools as a youngster, a lso Kenmore H igh . She moved
to Youngstown at age 16 and l a t e r met and marr ied Bob Rose. They s e t t l e d in t h e i r present home
in Wilson where they've res ided f o r 35 yea rs . Edna served 13 years as v i l l a g e Clerk-Treasurer.
She is an honorary member of the Wilson Volunteer F i r e Co. A u x i l i a r y and a c t i v e supporter of
the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. She i s c u r r e n t l y s e r v i n g a s Flea Market Chrm. f o r t he F a i r .
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AROUND THE MUSEUM:
Activity is p i c k i n g up at t h e museum. The Town has l e v e l l e d o f f and spread stone along t h e

former r a i l r o a d tracks; spread stone o n t h e p a r k i n g l o t and around t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g ;
and a lso supp l ied stone f o r the fl o o r s o f t h e Wick Barn. (This year the soc ie ty ' s foods as
w e l l a s t h e ch i cken b a r - b - q w i l l b e served i n t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g . ) The 2nd fl o o r o f
t h e Wick Barn Ras been cleaned u p , benches i n s t a l l e d , c a r p e t i n g l a i d , and o t h e r p r e p a r a t i o n s
made f o r showing movies at t h e f a i r .

P a i n t and S e a t e r have been purchased f o r t h e Depot , Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n B l d g . , and Wick Barn f o r
$918.00, and every e f f o r t is b e i n g made to complete most of t h e work b e f o r e F a i r Day. A r t
Sehnoor, Don Croop, and D a r r e l l Sm i th a r e p r o v i d i n g t h e necessary s u p e r v i s i o n , and Whi t Barnum
made arrangements w i t h Lou is Scozzafava, Comm. of S o c i a l Services, to p r o v i d e men f o r t h e
s c r a p i n g and p a i n t i n g .

"Chuck" Messersmith has taken charge of t h e w i n d m i l l e r e c t i o n p r o j e c t which is r e a l good news
a s "Chuck" has g r e p u t a t i o n f o r fi n i s h i n g what h e s ta r t s . H e has a l ready so lved t h e problem
of t h e w ind pump, a v e r y ingen ious p i e c e o f machinery, and w i t h fi n e co-opera t ion f rom Haro ld
Mosher has had it steam cleaned and made ready f o r assembly. Since t h i s machinery is so
t r i c k y , "Chuck" has w r i t t e n down a diagram o r e x p l a n a t i o n o f how i t works s o there w i l l b e a
copy available i n the museum f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s . John Myers i s g e t t i n g a l l t he e l e c t r i c a l
work done, w i t h h e l p f rom Ron Zauner, and i s i n s t a l l i n g audio equipment i n c l u d i n g f o u r o u t s i d e
speakers which were g i v e n a s a memorial t o Dan ie l W iepe r t . B u r t Jennings has i n s t a l l e d p l a n k
fl o o r i n g at each end of t h e caboose, and o u r t r e e exper t , John Goodrich, has loosened t h e s o i l
around o u r ornamental trees and covered w i t h pee t moss. Men h e l p i n g no t p r e v i o u s l y mentioned
i n c l u d e J im Conrad, Fenton Cole, and Joe Geiser.
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THE SECRET o f g e t t i n g ahead i s v e t t i n g s t a r t e d .
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BIRTH OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH:

In August , 1860, a group o f laymen and ministers, d i ssa t i sfied w i t h the p o l i c i e s o f the Pekin
Methodist Church, met in an apple g rove at Sanborn, NY, and founded t h e Free Methodist Church.
Some of the controversia l issues t h a t l e d to t h e format ion of the new church were S lavery, t he
r e n t a l of pew space, and b i b l i c a l doctr ine. Rev. B. T. Roberts, who was to have p a s t o r e d the
Pekin Church, became the 1s t p a s t o r of t h e new church, and l a t e r founded the Roberts Wesleyan
College near Rochester. Today a plaque in h i s honor stands on a boulder in Centenary Fark in
Sanborn on the s i t e where those fi r s t camp meetings were he ld .

i n the winters o f 1860 and 1861, a Class was formed in Wilson f o r persons in te res ted in the
Free Methodist Soc ie t y, and meetings were h e l d in a b u i l d i n g at t h e corner of Lake and Mecha~
n i c s streets--which l a t e r became t h e home of A. N. Dwigh t . Some of t h e members were John
B i l l i n g s , leader, A lbe r t A . D a i l e y, Wi l l i am Robinson, John Robinson, and John Colbath.

On December 16, 1868, Fred Marquette and Robert Morrison conducted a meeting at which t h e
fo l l ow ing trustees were elected: J . C . Markle, W i l l i am Hurlburt , George Johnson, Edwin Vosburg,
and Fred Marquette, and t h e Class was named "The F i r s t Free Methodist Soc ie ty of W i l s o n " ,

A permanent p l a c e of worship was des i red so in 187), W i l l i a m Al len, Wi l l i am Doyle, I r a W i l ‑
cox, and Wi l l i am Parish, (members of t he Por te r Church) bought a l o t on Washington S t r e e t in
the v i l l a g e o f Wilson f o r $800. On i t were a dwe l l i ng , bel ieved to have been b u i l t ca. 1830,
and a l a r g e b u i l d i n g t h a t had been o r i g i n a l l y used f o r a wagon and blacksmith shop. The shop
was remodeled and converted i n t o a meet ing house and dedicated in June, 187, by Rev. B. T.
Roberts, who was now l i v i n g in Rochester.

Free use o f t h e b u i l d i n g was donated t o t h e soc ie t y b y the owners, and f o r t h e i s t t ime,
the Free Methodists of Wilson had a meet ing p l a c e of t h e i r own. The fi r s t min is ters, who a l so
p a s t o r e d at the Por te r Church, were Rev. Messrs. Freeland, C u r r y, Jones, Burnet, and Wi l l iam
Cooley. Rev. Cooley res ided i n Wilson. A f t e r 1872, t h e church was r e g u l a r l y supp l ied w i t h
min is ters of t he denomination. Rev. P a r t r i d g e was the fi r s t and he preached 2 years in con=
nec t i on w i t h t he P o r t e r Church. He was fol lowed in 187) by Rev. Wi l l i am Jackson who a lso r e ‑
mained f o r two y e a r s . In 1876, Rev. Manning of t h e Lockpor t Church assumed p a s t o r a l charge,
and in 1877, t h e Wilson Church became p a r t of t h e Lockport-Newfane C i r c u i t . The p r o p e r t i e s
o f the church were u l t i m a t e l y conveyed t o t h e trustees b y deed o n January 25, 1881.

Other d u l y o rgan ized churches t h a t no l o n g e r operate in the Town of Wilson are t h e Chr i s t i an
Evange l i ca l Church organ ized p r i o r to 1870 on t h e southwest co rne r o f Beebe and Smoyer (Nelson)
Roads; The East Wilson Methodist-Episcopal Church, Chestnut Road, incorporated March 13, 1871;
S t . Peter's German Evangel ical Lutheran Church, b u i l t on land deeded by David Nelson, August
30, 1876; and the Presbyterian Church, Lake Street, organized January 18, 1819.

%* He H H HH HH H H
OFFICERS NOMINATED:

Whitney Barnum, Chrm., presented the fo l low ing l i s t o f o f fice rs to be voted on at the June
meet ing: O ffice rs to June, 1981, President, D r . John Argue; 1st Viee-Pres., A r t Schnoor; 2nd
Vice Pres. , Norm MacAskill; Secre tary, Judy Zauner; Cor. Sec., F loss ie Llortz, and Treasurer,
M i l l i e Croop. Trustees to June, 1986, John Myers, Net t ie Stimson, and George Linnabery. A l l
Comm. Chry. w i l l remain the same except f o r Rene Rohring, "Country Fai r " ; "Tours", Shel ly An‑
drews; "Refreshments", B e t t y Stimson; and "Nominations", M i l l i e Croop.

* & HH H H HR HM H KH
JUNE MEETING:

Dorothy L innabery, Chrm., has announced t h a t "Eat a t t he Midway" w i l l be t h e theme f o r t he
annual mee t ing on June 20th. D inne r w i l l be se rved a t 6PM f o r $3.00 p e r person. Menu w i l l
cons is t of I t a l i a n sausage and h o t dogs w i t h t r immings, pota to salad, tomatoes, p i c k l e s e t c . ,
i c e cream on a s t i c k and beverages . Those who f u r n i s h or serve w i l l r ece i ve f r e e t i c k e t s , and
volunteers a r e needed to move tab les and cha i r s ( c a r s i f weather is bad), persons to prepare
r e l i s h t r a y s , 2 people to cook h o t dogs, 2 to cook sausage, a l so people to serve salads and
beverages. Please contact Dorothy Linnabery to volunteer.

Dinner w i l l be fo l l owed by b r i e f annual committee repo r t s , e l ec t i on of o f fi c e r s . Wea l s o
have it on good a u t h o r i t y t h a t P r o f . P i s e l l o ' s "sure-cure" Medicine Show w i l l be back in town
and w i l l pay us another v i s i t t h a t even ing .

*% % HK He RH KH H HR H
IN MEMORIAM:

M i l d r e d s, Faraday, 84, d i e d May 11, 1983, at Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane, f o l l o w i n g an
extended i l l n e s s . She was t h e w i f e of t h e l a t e Laurence Y i n g l i n g and George Faraday, and mother
o f Rober t Y i n g l i n g , Newfane, M r s . M a r i l y n Krumm, N . Tonawanda, and Rober t Faraday, C a l i f o r n i a .
She leaves 18 grandch i l d ren and 29 grea t g randch i l d ren . She gradua ted f rom B u f f a l o Normal and.
t a u g h t grade school i n L o c k p o r t . She was a member o f Ex ley Methodist Church, DAR, American L e ‑
g i o n Aux., Newfane Hosp t . Aux., and cha r te r member of t he Wilson H i s t . Soc. B u r i a l was i n ’
N o r t h Ridge Cemetery w i t h t h e Rev. Rae Brothers o f fi c i a t i n g .

% e * H HW KH H H H
MUSEUM HOSTESSES:

G r e e t e r s a t t h e museum on Sunday af ternoons f r o m 2-lPM w i l l b e : June 5th, Le roy and Gwen
Heidenfeldt; June 12th, Ralph and Helen Dinse; June 19th , Clo Reid and Mar ie t ta Goodman;
June 26th, Dudley and E l s i e F i t c h .

% oo & eH H H HH H H
ANNIVERSARIES OBSERVED: aa Anni tes d w t i n g the months of

h c o u p l e s a r e ce lebra t i t h e i r Golden Wedding i v e r s a r i e s d u r i n ;
May snd June. Millie and Don Croop, marr ied May 20, 1933, w i l l observe t h e event in J u l y so

t out-of-state f a m i l y members can a t t end .
se rsther and Haro ld Albright p l a n to h o l d a r e c e p t i o n at t he Wilson Museum Sunday af ternoon,
June 12th, f rom 2 to PM.

4% e Ke He & H He HR RH
GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES a r e j o y f u l occasions because the happy couple is u s u a l l y out of

deb t  by  then .
* * H HM RH HH H H
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A "THANK YOU" FROM NETTIE & CLARK:
"Everyone in the Wilson Historical Society should be General Chairman just once. It gives

you a chance to see what a great group of people are involved with the fair. During the prep­
aration for this years event, everyone was more than willing to do anything asked of them. On
the day of the fair all chairmen and their committees gave that extra effort which made every­
thing run smoothly. We would like to thank all who made the fair enjoyable and successful.
We couldn't have done it without you."

**********
FAIR TOPS ALL OTHERS: . . • ■

The 11th annual "Country Fair" was a great success thanks to our committees, the support
of our members, and the beautiful weather which drew a large crowd. Several new innovations
were introduced this year including a shuttle bus service from downtown parking lots; an en­
tertainment tent featuring acts by several musical groups; and a variety of youth activities
centered around the old red barn. All foods were dispensed from the Transportation Building,
and special mention must be given to all who baked, served food, and cleared tables. The well
advertised fair attracted visitors from all over western New York, and this was a ptly pointed
out by one local resident who remarked, "I never saw so many people in Wilson I didn't know."

Treasurer, Millie Croop, submitted the following report after deducting approximately
$2,000 in expenses:

**********

Balloons $ 69.15 Candy $ 357.54 Cheese $ 161.70
Coffee & Donuts 234.10 Dealers 10h0.19 Donations 55.00
Fish Pond 52.00 Flea Market 374.10 Food Building 1164.92
Funnel Cakes 21U.00 Games 22.65 Hot Dogs 821.41
Lemonade-Popcorn 81.23 Memerships 94.00 Miscellaneous 88.35
Plants 253.00 Quilt 1775.40 Ways & Means 219.05

The "Country Fair", brainchild of Anna Mae Nevins and Joe Higgins, was started in 1973 as
a way of raising funds to operate the historical society and museum. All activities, however,
are not scheduled to make money. For example, Commander John Demmin and members of Wilson's
American Legion, Martin Jennings Post, raised the American Flag at noon after a fitting tri­
bute to Wilson's departed veterans. The ceremony was followed by a 30 minute band concert
by the Wilson High School band conducted by Keith Schessl.

Doc Argue and Bob Rose arranged for a fine display of antique cars which included "Old
Betsey", the 1925 pride and joy of Wilson Volunteer Fire Co. No. One.

The entertainment tent featured the trained voices of Wilson's Junior High School Chorus
under the direction of Maureen Moore; Dave Edgerton's "singing saw"; a Frances Goldthorpe
Sing-along; the Sweet Adeline Singers from Newfane; and Old time tunes by Monty Stimson,
Al Gawye, and Clark Stimson on the fiddle, banjo, and accordian.

Other interesting attractions included Free movies supplied by the Wilson Free Library
and projected by Darrell Smith; a museum display of old pictures commemorating the 125th
anniversary of the village assembled by Lois Jennings and the museum committee; a Victorian
Parlour arranged by Eleanor Myers, Town Historian, which depicted an "early resident and his
wife" dressed to attend a night out at the old Albright Opera House; also a visitors regis­
tration table chaired by Chris Kelman at which 11 new members were signed up in the society.

In summing it all up we might suggest the "Country Fair" is getting bigger and better.

YOUNG PEOPLE DISPLAY CULINARY EXPERTISE:
Twenty six young people from local hH, Scout troops, and school Home Economics Department

entered this years pie contest which was chaired by Faye Pisello. The senior division, ages
14-19, was judged by Esther Myers who awarded 1st prize ($10) to Sharon Schotz; 2nd prize,
($5) was given to Kyle Yousett; and 3rd prize ($3) was received by Carol Woods.

The junior division, ages 9-13» was judged by Marlene Schotz who awarded 1st prize ($10)
to Ann Zastrow; 2nd prize ($5) to Terry Cassiok; and 3rd prize ($3) to Sandy Stimson.

Pies entered by all contestants were identified by numbers only.
**********

GREEN THUMBS BUSY AT MUSEUM:
The Beutel Greenhouse in South Wilson donated the geraniums and flowering plants that look

so nice along the museum's east walk. The project was initiated by one of our society "angels'
with an assist from Millie Croop. John and Marion Goodrich planted the 35 evergreen trees do­
nated from another source. **********



CAN YOU BELIEVE
Doc Argue actually shoving antique cars around the fair grounds Judy Zauner pulling

into the grounds at 5:00AM to make coffee for Dealers—and having 5 of them pull in right
after her Carol Smith spending hours making up funnel cake batter—then having a lady say
to her, "If you're all out, why don't you send out for more".......... Lucy Monroe making candy all
week—then seeing it all sold out in 3 or 4 hours.......... Sara Berry and her helpers engaged in
cutting, wrapping, and pricing cheese on Sunday......Nettie Stimson mailing out 200 contracts,
living next to the telephone, and trying to Keep everyone nappy .....Jan oporleder's delicious
chili recipe being cooked by 9 different ladies—yet still worth the price the look on
Art Schnoor's face when 200 pounds of hot dogs ran out at 2:30PM—and he thought he'd
ordered too many Sue Schultz weighing up 50 lbs. of peanuts in 25^ packages—all by her
self.......... Charlotte Pease contacting local nurseries for plant donations—and doing a super
job her first year Florence Schultz and her "pricked finger brigade" making that beauti­
ful "Love Ring Quilt"—one of the fair's main attractions Millie Croop taking her annual
trek around town to get donations from businessmen—to help advertise the fair Winnie
Fischer's wide selection of souvenirs acquired Chuck and Julie Bulmer lugging that heavy
gas equipment back and forth from Strate Welding—so the children could have balloons
Edna Rose's expression when Kenny Welker sent over two truckloads of "fleas" the day before
the fair—just when Edna thought she had everything marked and organized Lois Jennings
spending hours arranging an exhibit commemorating the 125th anniversary of the village
Eleanor Myer's clever Victorian Parlour set up in the Patterson Room Darrell Smith and
Art Schnoor building a movie theater in the old red barn Whit Barnum nailing up parking
signs along Lake Street John Myers working all week on the electrical wiring and audio
system "Chuck” Campbell and Howard Hunter laying out all those Dealer spaces Gary
Fitch getting the area by Ontario Orchards cleared out to provide fair parking.....Jack Perry
trying to show Burt Jennings and Don Croop how to put up a tent with no grommet holes in it
Bob Rose wondering if he'll ever be able to survive 20 more car washes Ed Hastings and
his crew trucking tables and chairs back and forth from the fire company as well as cleaning
up the grounds afterwards. OR Dorothy Linnabery arranging for fair publicity.

WE can believe, because we were there, and we thought you might like to know about some of
the behind the scene activities that go into putting on our annual "Country Fair".

**********
WILSON RESIDENT WINS QUILT:

Helen Rodgers, W. Youngstown Rd., was the winner of the "Love Ring Quilt". The ticket was
drawn by Dr. John Argue, Pres., who also drew the names of Jean Furgal, Lewiston, for the
Afghan; Dot Knight of N. Tonawanda for the Raggedy Andy Doll; Ann Parke of Lockport for the
Cookbook; and Jean Simonson, Lewiston, who received the cheese cutting board. The donation
raffle was supervised by Betty Stimson.

**********
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

One nice thing about editing the "Newsletter" is being able to share in some of the thought­
ful things done by our members. For instance, Jim Campbell of Atlanta recently phoned to say
he and his sister, Carolyn, wished to surprise their father, Milburn, with a Life Membership
on Father's Day. We expect this will be one gift "Chuck" will never forget, especially since
he will be reminded of it when he walks by the new plaque in the museum and sees his name
inscribed upon it.

Milburn E. "Chuck" Campbell is descended from one of Wilson's early families, and also was
a nephew of Mrs. Dora Hatch Honeywell, editor-publisher of the "Wilson Star". When Mrs. Honey­
well died in 1936, the "Star" was willed to Milburn who continued publication until 1943. He
joined the U.S. armed forces and sold the paper to John Bieda. He later worked as a pressman
for the Niagara Falls Gazette where he remained until his retirement.

"Chuck" has been very active in the society and up to this past month served on the Board
of Trustees. He is also a member of Exley United Methodist Church, Martin Jennings American
Legion Post, Wilson, and Ontario Lodge No. 376, F. & A. M. He now spends his winters in the
sunny south, and during Wilson's better days, resides at his home on Lake Street. His wife,
Marion, is well remembered as a former social studies teacher at Wilson Central School.

**********
BILLY SHERMAN MEMORIAL:

The Billy Sherman marker on Wilson-Burt Rd was spruced up for Memorial Day with several
large potted geraniums and two American flags donated by Mary Bartz of Wilson. Flags were
placed on each side of the stone, and a Confederate battle flag was placed on the grave 100
feet north of the marker. The Zauner family have kept the site neatly mowed and weeded making
it a fit Memorial to Wilson's unusual Confederate war horse. Billy was given a military
burial by members of Peter Porter Post, GAR, 96 years ago, and Iris planted on the grave are
still blooming each spring.

**********
MEMBERSHIP INCREASING:

We welcome these new members who signed up during the past month: Jane Pease, N.Y. City;
Kenneth & Marcia Wishau, Rochester; Mr. & Mrs. Randall Dickerson, Middleport; Henry Keyes,
Gasport; Lee Bickford, Niagara Falls; Dr. Mary Margaret Weiler, Ransomville; Robert and
Margaret Robinson, Newfane; Roger and Sandie Wilson, Newfane; Gloria 0. Bryant, Newfane;
Gary and Joanne Seefeldt, Wilson; Robert and Bobbie Hull, Wilson; Rev. John Paul Boyer,
Wilson; Douglas and Ellen Golde, Wilson; also junior members, Maren and Bradley Robinson,
Newfane; and Kristen Wilson, Newfane. We also welcome Mayor Kenneth Welker of Wilson.

**********
IT REALLY ISN’T THAT BAD:

Betty Stimson remarked at a recent fair committee meeting that the only way to get out of
a chairman job is to die. Well Betty, we all hope you live forever I

**********



NEWSLETTER MAILINGS:
If there is a "Star" stamped next to your mailing address, it indicates your dues are not

paid and you are no longer eligible to receive the monthly "Newsletter".
**********

CABOOSE ATTRACTED EAIR VISITORS:
We were amazed by the constant flow of people who visited the newly re-furbished caboose.

Even Burt Jennings hasn’t quite gotten over it yet.
We believe the caboose project may be one of the society's most glowing achievements to

date. Its value as a historic link to Wilson’s past will increase as the years go by, and it
will be a symbol of that vital period from 1676 to the 193O's when the "Hojack Line" was such
an integral part of Wilson’s economy and cultural heritage.

**********
GETTING A NEW LOOK:

The museum is getting a new look this summer, and as the saying goes, "A new roof and a
coat of paint makes her look like what she ain't." Well., the "lifetime roof” is hardly new
since it was put on in 1912, but it was patched recently and is probably go;d for another
100 years.

The roof overhang and most of the siding has been spray painted by Darrell Smith who also
painted the south and east sides of the Wick Barn. Some of our members who scraped and
wielded paint brushes in easier-to-reach areas included Art Schnoor, George Linnabery, Elwin
Upton, Joe Geiser, John Goodrich, Fenton Cole, and Don Croop. Rex Stacy led the way on the
white trim which is yet to be finished. It is hoped a few more volunteers will pitch in to
complete the job as the white really sets off the red depot.

**********
AMERICAN HISTORY AWARD:

Theodore Figura is the recepient of this year's award by the Wilson Historical Society to
the outstanding history student at Wilson Central School. The winner is selected by the
school and the $25 award is presented at Class Night.

**********
STRONG MUSEUM TOUR:

There have been many bus tours from this area to the Strong Museum in Rochester—which may
be why so few society members signed up for the proposed trip. In view of this, it has been
proposed that interested persons may make up car pools for the July 1Rth trek to Rochester.
Eleanor Myers, Chrm., may be contacted for further information.

**********
SOCIETY "ELEA MARKET":

Norm MacAskill will be in charge of this summer's "flea market" for bona-fide members of
the society. As in past years, members will be permitted to "set-up" a table for which there
will be no charge other than sharing in advertising costs. The "flea market" will be held on
Sunday, August 7th, from 10 to 5PM, and if you plan to attend, please call Norm. (751-6090)

**********
NOW IT'S OFFICIAL:

All nominees submitted by the nominating comm, were elected at the June meeting and the
following officers will serve next year: Dr. John Argue, Pres; Arthur Schnoor, Vice-Pres;
Norm MacAskill, 2nd Vice-Pres; Millie Croop, Treas; Rec. Sec., Judy Zauner; Cor. Sec., Miss
Flossie Lortz.

Trustees to June, 198b, Whit Barnum, Ed Hastings, and Burt Jennings. To June, 1965, Elwin
Upton, Karl Wright, and Helen Borngraeber. To June, 1966, John Myers, Nettie Stimson, and
George Linnabery.

Comm. Chrm. to June, 1981;, Acquisitions, Lois Jennings; Antique Cars, Bob Rose; By-Laws,
Karl Wright; Caboose, Burt Jennings; Country Fair, Rena Rohring; Genealogy, Celeste Crawford;
Grounds, Elwin Upton; Historical Sites, Jan Sporleder; Tours, Shelly Andrews; Housekeeping,
Maryanne Sharpe; Library, Faye Pisello; Membership, Chris Kelman; Memorial, Millie Croop;
Museum, Lois Jennings; Nogiinations, Millie Croop; Planning, Art Schnoor; Program, Dorothy
Linnabery; Publications, Don Croop; Publicity, Dorothy Linnabery; Quilt, Florence Schultz;
Refreshments, Betty Stimson; Hostesses, Marietta Goodman; Ways & Means, Winifred Fischer.

***** *****
FAMILY PICNIC:

The society will hold a family picnic at the grounds on Sunday, Aug. 11th, starting at
noon.. Please bring card tables, chairs, table service, and a dish to pass. Gwen Heidenfeldt
will be in charge and you may call her for further information.

**********
ACQUISITIONS:

William Ganshaw has given the museum two Wilson Volunteer uniforms. One is orange and
blue from the 1930 period, and the other is orange and black from the 195O's.

Eloise Culverwell: 1932 Wilson High Class Reunion Program; also copies of 1932 Commence­
ment & Ciass Day programs, Class Song, and 1932 Newspaper account of Commencement.

Clark Stimson: 2 Post Card Folders; 3 postcards to be used in car museum.
Virginia & Rodney Conrad, Lockport: Woven Indian basket and Foot Form Darner and h thim­

bles that belonged to Carrie Martin. Basket always was placed on top of Carrie's desk.
Melvin Chausse, Florida: 1935 white satin wedding gown with jacket and belt. Given by

grandaughter, Carol Woods.
Iva Swick, Presbyterian Home, Lockport: Darned Net Apron that belonged to her grandmother,

Sophia Hewitt—presented by Mabel Wilson.
Nettie Stimson: 6x12 picture of Jennie Bigalow and Shot Glass Container from estate, also

1920 ladies shoes and two pair of Chinese shoes.
**********

BON MOT:
Old age is when you don't care where you go at night as long as you're home by 9:30.
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HARDY PIONEERS OPENED WESTERN NEW YORK:
The p i o n e e r s who found t h e i r way i n t o western New York endured severe hardships in t h e i r

e f f o r t s to carve homes out of t h e wi lderness. Very few had t h e t ime or i n c l i n a t i o n to r e c o r d
t h e i r expe r i ences on pape r, b u t one who d i d was Asa San fo rd o f Ba r re Center, Or leans Coun ty.

4 r a r e document w r i t t e n by Asa in 1861 is in t h e possession of Rex Stacy who is descended
f rom t h e oanfords on h i s mother's s i d e . Rex, a w e l l known former businessman in Wilson, once
opera ted t h e R.E. Stacy Coal and Feed M i l l sou th of t h e depot-museum.

In h i s w r i t i n g s Asa descr ibed t h e hardships endured by h i s parents, brothers, and s i s t e r s
as they worked t h e i r way west in 1806 f rom Farmington, Conn., to Tioga County, N.Y. The 300
m i l e journey took 12 days and was accompl ished w i t h a p a i r of oxen and horse-drawn s led . The
country a long t h e Susquehanna and Chemung R i v e r s was t h i n l y s e t t l e d at the time, and dense
f o r e s t s s t re tched back f o r 30 m i l e s on e i t h e r s i de .

Asa's paren ts decided to make t h e i r home about 18 m i l e s f rom present I thaca, and l a t e r , on
a t r i p to t h a t set t lement to purchase s a l t , Asa descr ibed t h e community as a most gloomy and
desolate p l a c e . The roads were covered w i t h mud up to t h e oxen's knees, and one of t h e few
establishments, a small tavern, was fi l l e d w i t h the roughest company he'd ever seen.

When Asa was 19, he met a group of young men who spoke of a grea t new country west of the
Genesee where the l a n d was l e v e l and the s o i l r ich, It wasn't long a f t e r t h a t he and two
companions packed t h e i r knapsacks, l e f t the paternal ’ Home, and headed f o r the famed Genesee
Country. Crossing the r i v e r at Avon, they fo l lowed the Great Western Gensee Turnpike to
Batavia where they v i s i t e d the l a n d Office of the Hol land Company. At fi r s t they rece ived
l i t t l e sat is fac t ion but l a t e r , whi le spending the n i g h t in the o l d Pioneer Tavern, they
learned of a n e . settlement ca l l ed Barre in Orleans County. Interested, they went back to
the Holland O f fi c e where they chose t h e i r lands and had the agent "book" them in t h e i r names.

During the next two years young Sanford not o n l y c leared and improved h i s wilderness home,
bu t a lso found himsel f a w i fe . They soon discovered t h a t even though pioneers in a new land
a r e subjected to many hardsh ips, t h e r e were a l s o many t h i n g s to e n j o y. Ar is tocracy was un=
known and t h e p e o p l e were f r i e n d l y and k i n d l y d isposed. I f one became s i c k before p l a n t i n g
season, t h e ne ighbo rs would tu rn ou t and p u t t h e crops in and care f o r them.as l o n g as necesy
s a r y. If one became l o s t in t h e woods, everyone would j o i n in t h e search: and no s leep was
had u n t i l t h e l o s t one was found.

I n summation Asa wrote, " I f t he re i s any soc ie t y where men f u l fi l t he D i v i ne In j unc t i on ,
"love t h y n e i g h b o r a s t h y s e l f ' , i t i s among t h e e a r l y s e t t l e r s o f a new coun t ry. The present
g e n e r a t i o n now e n j o y i n g t h e l u x u r i e s d e r i v e d f rom h i g h l y c u l t i v a t e d fi e l d s , orchards, and
gardens, can never f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e s u f f e r i n g and hardships o f t h e i r mothers and fa thers . "

According to Rex, a l l t h e Sanfords of Wilson were re la ted , and some who l e f t t h e i r mark
on t h e town inc luded Charles Sanford, who e n l i s t e d in 1861 as a member o f Niagara County 's
famous L i g h t A r t i l l e r y U n i t , Ba t t e r y M. H i s name is l i s t e d in t h e soc ie t y ' s pub l i ca t i on ,
"The Va l i a n t Men of Ba t te ry M!, wh ich a l so inc ludes t h e names of o v e r 100 Wilson Volunteers
who se rved w i t h t h e B a t t e r y d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War.

Henry Sanford is recorded as hav ing been a member of t h e 1 s t Board of Education in 1869
wnen che C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e was merged w i t h t h e l schoo l d i s t r i c t s comprs ing Un ion School
D i s t r i c t No. 1 .

Hervey Sanford l o c a t e d in t h e v i l l a g e in 1866, He opned a lumber y a r d and c o a l business
and was a l s o President of t h e Wilson Creamery. He served as President of t h e V i l l a g e Board
f o r 10 terms a i d f o r severa l years was Chairman of Wilson Union Free School D i s r i c t No. 1

% © 4 H H& & KH HK
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FEDERATION STAGES FIRST EXHIBIT:
Persons who attended t h i s y e a r ' s annual Farm and Home Days F a i r were ab le to v i s i t a d i s ‑

p l a y p r e p a r e d b y members r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e v a r i o u s h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t i e s o f t h e N iagara County
Federation. Mrs. Jean Voepel of Newfane was in charge of t h e e x h i b i t which was assembled
i n a t r a i l e r o n t h e f a i r g r o u n d s . Norm and Martha Mac A s k i l l se t u p t h e Wilson d i s p l a y which
featured a r t i f a c t s r e l a t e d to e a r l y businesses in Wilson.

* + + € &€& 8 XH
NEW MEMBERS:

we welcome these recent new members: Derothy Knight , N. Tonawanda; Wi l l iam and Carel
(Lederhouse) Gai l lard, Hoesick F a l l s ; Marlene Schotz, Wilson; Fred and L o i s Schultz,
Ransomville; and George and Mar jo ry Lederhouse, Ransomville,.

4% e 8H H KH H RH HR H &
ISN"T IT STRANGE? The same people who l a u g h at gypsy for tunetel lers take economists s e r i o u s l y.

% eH H H H HR RH KH &
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Ad x :., :
IN MEMORIAM:

P h y l l i s A. Hurst , 76, passed away at TuntersGomamnity Hospital, Newfane, on J u l y 9, 1983.
She was t h e w i f e o f the l a t e S, Joseph Hurs t and is surv ived by three ch i ld ren , Mrs . James
(Dolores) Barrows, C h i l l i c o t h e , Ohio; Mrs . G a r y ( J u d i t h ) Hacker, Wilson; and Joseph J . Hurs t ,
‘Houston, ‘texas; a l s o 10 g randch i l d ren and 2 grea t g randch i l d ren .

Mrs. Hurs t was a r e g i s t e r e d nurse and was employed b y D r . John F. Argue f o r about 2 5 yea rs .
She was a member of S t . John's Episcopal Church, a Cha r t e r member of t h e Wi lson H i s t . S o c i e t y ,
Inter~Community Memorial H o s p i t a l Gu i l d , and Gnost ic G u i l d of Wi lson .

Interment was at Greenwood Cemetery, Wilson, w i t h t h e Rev. John Boyer of S t . John!s
Ep iscopa l Church o f fi c i a t i n g .

% %* & H KH & H H HX X

G. Haro ld Caldwel l , 79, d i e d a f t e r a s h o r t i l l n e s s at Inter-Communi ty H o s p i t a l , Newfane,
- on Thursday, J u l y 26, 1983. we is su rv i ved by t h r e e daugh te rs , i i r s . Char les ( V i o l a ) qua l i ano ,

L o c k p o r t ; M r s . Joseph (Sharon) St ranges , Medina; and Mrs. W i l l i a m (Col leen) H a r v e y, Wilson;
a l s o s i x g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

M r. Ca ldwe l l became a member o f t he Wilson H i s t . S o c i e t y i n 1979, and was a r e t i r e d employce
of t h e Carborundum Co., Niagara F a l l s . He was a l s o a member of Our Lady of t h e Rosary Ca tho l i c
Church in Wi lson and Exempt member of Wi lson Volunteer F i r e Company #1.

A Mass o f C h r i s t i a n B u r i a l was ce leb ra ted by Rev. P a u l B u r k a r t o f Our Lady o f t h e Rosary
C a t h o l i c Church, and b u r i a l was a t t h e M i l l v i l l e Cemetery i n Medina.

* * * & HH 4 H HF K
THE MAILBAG:

Kathy Horton of Kathmandu, Nepal , notes t h a t l i f e is much d i f f e r e n t t h e r e t h a n it was wh i l e
she was growing u p i n Wilson. A standard meal, f o r instance, cons is ts o f d a a l ( l e n t i l s ) ,
b h l a t (cooked r i c e ) , and a v e g e t a b l e compound c a l l e d t a r k a r i . There a r e n o desserts, however
t h e r e is a supply of f r e s h f r u i t . Life f o r youngsters is h a r d b u t f a m i l y o r i en ted w i t h much
a t t e n t i o n g i v e n to younger f a m i l y members by o l d e r s i s t e r s . They are spontaneous and honest,
and l i k e American ch i l d ren , l i k e to squabble and argue over go ing to bed.

Ka thy, who is d e v o t i n g h e r l i f e to t e a c h i n g and miss ionary work, w i l l undoubtedly have many
i n t e r e s t i n g exper iences t o t a l k about when she re tu rns t o America.

* % % # H H 4H % % &
COMMITTEES PROVIDE VALUABLE SERVICE:

Every committee is impor tan t because each prov ides a s e r v i c e necessary f o r t h e smooth opera=
t i o n o f t h e s o c i e t y. Members who serve o n t h e Sunday Hostess group a r e a good example f o r w i t h ‑
out them i t would be imposs ib le to open the museum to the p u b l i c . Mar ie t ta Goodman is chairman
of t h i s important committee, and it is hoped t h a t everyone w i l l g i v e her the same fi n e co-opera‑
t i o n t h a t was g i v e n to her predecessor, Mes. Margaret Wilson.

Sunday hostesses f o r J u l y and August were ommitted from the l a s t Newsletter, however, this
d i d n ' t stop those who had volunteered from be ing present when scheduled. In r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e i r
dedication, w e be l i eve a " t i p - o f - t h e - h a t " i s i n o rde r f o r Fenton and El izabeth Cole, A r t and
Kay Ness, John and Jane Demmin, Fred and Sara B e r r y, John and Marion Goodrich, Maryanne Sharpe
and Lucy Monroe, Chis Kelman and Harry Rohring, Harold and Esther A l b r i g h t , and Helen Born‑
graeber and Janet S p o r l e d e r,

% * * HH H H % H KH
MUSEUM HOSTESSES FOR SEPTEMBER:

September 4th, Helen Stevens and M a r i e t t a Goodman; September 11th , Ce les te Crawford and
Edna Robinson; September 18th, B e t t y St imson and Nancy Berryman; September 25th, Don and
Jane S i n c l a i r .

> 3. x va a wa de “% * X <
LIKE TO FISH?

P o s s i b l y one o f t h e most h i s t o r i c events taking p l a c e d u r i n g t h e past few years has been tne
r e = b i r t h o f tne fi s h i n g i n d u s t r y i n Lake O n t a r i o and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s . Hundreds o f thousands o f
Chinook, Coho, Rainbow, Brown, and Lake Trou t have been stocked in these waters by t h e New York
S t a t e Department of Enviremental Conservat ion w i t h h e l p f rom sportsmen of the Niagara County
Federa t i on of Conservation Clubs. In 1983, at Wi lson alone, o v e r 10,000 Rainbow and 31,000
Brown Tr o u t were released, and the impac t of t h e s t o c k i n g program on l o c a l business and tour ism
should not be under-estimated.

On September 16=25th, t h e 6 t h annual N iagara County Tr o u t and Salmon F i s h i n g Derby w i l l g e t
under way w i t h many valuable p r i z e s to be awarded to winners in bo th j u n i o r and senior d i v i ‑
s ions . Thousands o f persons are expected t o p a r t i c i p a t e , and i n order t o b e e l i g ib le f o r p r i z e s
an entrance f e e of $10 is requ i r ed f o r a d u l t s and $1 f o r j u n i o r s .

Bu t then, i f you ' re one who j u s t l i k e s to spend some t i m e outdoors w i t h f a m i l y and f r iends ,
a l l y o u r e a l l y need is a p o l e , r e e l and l i n e , and a worm. And i f the l i t t l e buggers don ' t b i t e ,
y o u c a n a lways e n j o y l o o k i n g a t t h e b i r d s i n t h e s k y o r j u s t r e l a x and e n j o y t h e sound o f t h e 2
waves b r e a k i n g a l o n g t h e shore l ine .* & & & H H H
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED:

The V i l l a g e o f Wilson has q u i e t l y observed i t s 125th ann ive rsa ry w i t h some a t t e n t i o n b e i n g |
generated through t h e News le t te r and e x h i b i t s o f the Wi lson H i s t . S o c i e t y. The museum d i s p l a y
f rom May t h r o u g h August fea tu red a r t i f a c t s f r o m o l d businesses-~a theme f u r t h e r emphasized in
Wilson's e n t r y in t h e Federat ion e x h i b i t at t h e Farm & Home Days h e l d in Lockpor t .

A V i c t o r i a n L i v i n g Room, assembledb y Eleanor Myers , was a lso fea tu red a t t h e museum, and i n
a d d i t i o n to p ieces fu rn i shed by h e r , i nc luded a V i c t o r i a n F i x t u r e from Kay Ness; V i c t o r i a n Table
f rom N e t t i e ' s Barn Shop; Lampshade loaned by Donald Steen of Newfane; Phonograph donated by
Dorothy L o r t ; and Eas t Lake p ieces i n c l u d i n g c h a i r and setee donated b y Leah Biga low i n honor
of Jennie B i g a l o w. The e x h i b i t was l a t e r entered in theFireman F i e l d a y parade-- fur ther empha-~ \
s i z i n g Wilson's 125th y e a r as an incorporated v i l l a g e .“ # ©# & H4 HK
BON MOT: I t i s d i f fi c u l t t o b e a fisherman i n a p o l i t i c a l campaign year when nobody pays any

at tent ion to l i e s .
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FIREMEN*INVADE WILSON: 7

‘The normally q u i e t l i t t l e v i l l a g e of Wilson was b u r s t i n g at t h e seams on J u l y 27=30th when
approximately 10,000 firemen and v i s i t o r s from a l l o v e r western New York assembled in t h i s come
mun i t y to a t t e n d t h e &lth annua l Convention of t h e New York S t a t e Vo lun teer Firemen's Assoc i ‑
at ion . The event was no t wi thout the. customary p r a n k s and a c t i v i t i e s associated w i t h a com~
p e t i t i v e fun - l ov ing group o f firemen, b u t to their c red i t , a minimum of damage o r u n r u l y be~
hav ior was r e p o r t e d . :

A t e n t c i t y o n t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y grounds se rved a s home f o r most o f t h e v i s i t i n g fi r e =
men, and scheduled a c t i v i t i e s included a Queens Pageant and F i r s t A i d and Rescue compe t i t i ons
h e l d i n the h i g h school, a s w e l l a s a number o f o t h e r e x c i t i n g events t o t e s t t h e s k i l l s o f t he
p a r t i c i p a n t s . A g i a n t p a r a d e o n Saturday a t 3PM wound u p the a f f a i r when n e a r l y 100 u n i t s o f
bands, d r i l l teams, and fi r e t rucks marched from L i t t l e League Park to "Hojack" P a r k ,

A v a r i e t y of foods were ava i lab le at t e n t c i t y dur ing t h e 3 day a f f a i r i n c l u d i n g breakfasts,
chicken bar=b-q, b e e f on weck, e tc . The h i s to r i ca l s o c i e t y a l s o had a refreshments stand under
t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f A r t Schnoor, Ray A l l g e i e r , Ralph Dinse, and Joe Geiser, p u t i n many l o n g
hours supp l y i ng firemen and t h e i r fami l ies w i t h del ic ious hamburgs, h o t dogs, and f rench f r i e s ,
whi le o the rs who helped w i t h t h e stand inc luded "Chuck" Messersmith, Bob Dinse, J u l i e Bulmer,
George Linnabery, Don and M i l l i e Croop, Harold and Esther A l b r i g h t , W i l l i s and Bea Rockwood,
Ron and Judy Zauner, Wal ly and Leona Buete l , Ce les te Crawford, Lor ine A l l g e i e r , Doc Argue,
Edna Robinson, Carole and Gertrude Schnoor, and K a t h i Re in Croop.

4 He H H Hi & MH He x x
IN MEMORIAM:

Herber t S. Kahler, 81, d i e d Saturday, August 13th, at Inter-Community Hosp i t a l , Newfane.
He is su rv i ved by a daughter, Mrs. Paul (Kathie) Boesel of Rochester; a brother, W i l l i a m Kahler
of Appleton, and s e v e r a l n ieces and nephews. He r e t i r e d f rom Har r i son Radiator D i v. of GMC in
1965 and was a member of S t . Andrews Episcopal Church, He j o i n e d t h e Wi lson Society in 1378
and became a L i f e Member i n 1979. H e donated many valuable a r t i f a c t s t o t h e museum i n c l u d i n g
t h e b e a u t i f u l g r a n d p i a n o which stands i n t h e Patterson Room. B u r i a l was a t Har t land Centra l
Cemetery w i t h t h e Rev. J . Robert Jackson o f fi c i a t i n g .
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HISTORY RE=LIVED AT FORT:

At the mouth of the Niagara River, mere ly 12 m i l e s f rom Wilson, stands one of t h e most i m ‑
p o r t a n t bast ions i n o u r Nation's h i s t o r y = - O l d F o r t N i a g a r a , I t was fi r s t established b y t h e
French i n 1678 a s F o r t Conti, and became a permanent f o r t i fi c a t i o n i n 1726 when t h e French
Castle was e r e c t e d , The f o r t control led the Niagara Fron t ie r and guarded the water route to
New France u n t i l i t was l o s t t o the B r i t i s h i n 1759 dur ing the French and Indian Wars. The
B r i t i s h fl a g fl e w over the F o r t u n t i l 1796 when it,was surrendered to the Uni ted States by
t r e a t y. I n 1813 i t was r e c a p t u r e d b y the Br i t i sh , bu t was returned t o America i n 1815 fo l low ‑
i n g the War of 1812,

Today h i s t o r y i s being r e - l i v e d a t t h e f o r t each weekend w i t h c o l o r f u l m i l i t a r y d isp lays
and pageantry u : d e r the auspices of the Old Fo r t Niagara Association. OnSeptember 10 th and
11 t h there w i l l be t insmi th ing demonstrations by Jim Witkowski, and the Lewiston Spinners w i l l
per fo rm on September 18th from 1:30 to SPM. a

H o e H e H K H H H H H H
THERE OUGHTA BE A CLUB:

Gordon and Hl lagene Hayes of Maple Road, Wilson, a r e t h e 3rd coup le in t h e Wi lson H i s t . Soc.
to ce leb ra te t h e i r Golden Wedding Anniversary t h i s y e a r . The Hayes j o i n e d t h e s o c i e t y in 1976,
and s ince t h e i r retirement, d i v i d e t h e i r t i m e between Wilson and Pomano Beach, F lo r i da .
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\ MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS:

Month ly meet ings o f Officers , Trustees, and Gommittee chairmen w i l l resume a t t h e museum
wednesday evening, September 1hth, at 8:00 o'c lock.

A r e a l t r e a t is in store f o r the fi r s t program meet ing to be h e l d at t h e museum Monday even=
i n g , September 19th, at 7:30 PM when Miss Anna Mandel, t h e Umbrel la Lady, w i l l e x h i b i t h e r
c o l l e c t i o n and t a l k about "Parasols and U m b r e l l a " , The program has been ar ranged b y Dorothy
L innabery, Program Chrm., who expects to announce t h e upcoming year ' s schedule soon.

B e t t y Stimson, Re freshment Chairman, has announced t h a t Bess ie Cole, A l i c e Davenport, and
Martha MacAsk i l l w i l l be hostesses f o l l o w i n g t h e p rog ram.

* % *£ & H 4 H H H
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Leonard Tabor has donated an 187 B i b l e t h a t be longed to h i s grandmother, I s a b e l Dwight ,
( M r s . F red Ta b o r ) . It has a good source of f a m i l y records d a t i n g back to 1778. Names mentioned
a r e Dwigh t , wichols, Read, F i l k i n s , and Bartow.

Ka th leen Ness: w i l s o n "Crests" (1972-197); Wi lson Centennia l A r t Park Dedicat ion Program,
(1976); and "Goud Bye" E d i t i o n o f t h e B u f f a l o C o u r i e r Express .

E leanor and John Myers : Fanning M i l l , La rge Grindestone, and p a r t of Apple Grader.
Dav id Homjack, West Seneca: Assortment of 6V Auto Bu lbs .
Helen Borngraeber : P ink George t te ( c a . 1930); Peach Moi re (ca.1930); h h a t s ( c a . 1950-60).
M i l l i e Croop: S e t o f Nu tp ickers in wooden case; S e t o f Rose t te I rons; and 190) "Al ice in

Wonderland" book. ;
C l a r i b e l Coffey : 1972 Ford 2 d r . sedan roads te r.
Rex Stacy : Wilson H i g h program, "Riding Down t h e Sky"; Wi lson "Star", 12/8/1949.
John G r i e g , Niagara F a l l s : The Dalseman 1981 Rai lway Calendar, and 1981 S. P a c i fi c Calendar.
Haze l T h i l k : Brass pack ing box s t e n c i l s used by B. Woodcock, Chestnut Rd; a l so R. Staats,

Eas t Wi lson. Va r i e t y o f app le s t e n c i l s made by F. G . Stone, Lockpor t ; "Stars" f o r 12/7/51, 1952,
Calendar p r i n t sof 6 e a r l y cars; N .Y. S t a t e License Pla te , 1960; World's F a i r , 1939.

J u d i t h Okoniewski: Summer G i r l Scout Uni form, ca . 19h6.
% * * H H H K OK

REAL CHARITY doesn't ca re i f i t ' s t a x deduct ib le or n o t ; --Dan Bennett
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SENIOR CLASS TRIP REMEMBERED:
For many y e a r s i t was a t r a d i t i o n f o r Wilson H i g h School seniors t o take a t r i p t o Washing‑

ton to see t h e s i g h t s and round o u t t h e i r education. About 195) t h e p o l i c y was discontinued,
b u t f o r t h e many who had gone i t was an exper ience few would ever f o r g e t . S i x t y y e a r s ago
C o r l i s s &. Armstrong, a r e t i r e d GMC execu t i ve from Fontiac, Mich. , v i s i t e d o u r na t ion 's c a p i ‑
t o l w i t h t h e Class of 1923. He k e p t a d i a r y of h i s d a i l y experiences, and we be l i eve some of
them would b e o f i n t e r e s t t o o t h e r members.

The t r i p began o n March 30th, and C o r l i s s noted t h a t i t was c l e a r and c o l d a t 5:30 t h a t morn ‑
i n g as walked to the S i n g e r residence. The S inge rs drove Helen and C o r l i s s to t h e Leh igh
Va l l e y s t a t i o n in Bu f fa lo where t h e y j o i n e d t h e i r . classmates and p i c k e d up t h e i r t i cke ts . The
t r a i n p u l l e d o u t at 8:31AM and it took them 1h hours to g e t to Washington. The t ime was bro~
ken up by p l a y i n g cards, and a b i r t hday p a r t y was he ld f o r Emi ly Dennis--complete w i t h cake.
When they a r r i v e d in t h e c i t y they were ass igned to rooms in a boarding house.

Some of t h e s i t e s t h a t seemed to impress young Cor l i ss were t h e Union S ta t i on where, " a t
n i g h t one cannot see a l i g h t , b u t it is l i g h t enough to r e a d in any p a r t of i t . " He a lso
n o t e d t h a t the Cont inenta l H a l l o f t h e DAR had s e v e r a l rooms furn ished by d i f f e r e n t states
w i t h ob jec ts o f i n t e res t such as, "a tab le o f Wil l iam Fenn, a chest o f Paul Jones, and a room
decorated w i t h wood from a ship t h a t had been underwater f o r 125 y e a r s . " He espec ia l l y remom‑
bered the v i s i t to the Treasury Bu i l d i ng where Ke‘ "held a m i l l i o n do l l a rs in b i l l s in my hand,
a l so $5,000,000 in g o l d . " Another h igh l i gh t was when Duane Stacy, Grace Evans, Mmily Dennis
and Corl iss went to the Me t rop l i t an Theater and saw Jackie Cooper i n "Daddy",

Tne c lass v i s i t e d j u s t about every h i s t o r i c a l p l a c e p o s s i b l e whi le i n Washington i n c l u d i n g
the Washington and Linco ln Memorials, Smithsonian Ins t i tu te , Naval Bu i ld ing , and White House.
While there they saw an egg r o l l i n g contest on the President's p r i v a t e lawn, saw President and
Mrs. Harding, and heard the Marine Band p l a y . Many of the students had t h e i r meals at the
Chi ld 's Restaurant, and in between sightseeing t r i p s attended theaters or purchased g i f t s to
take home. In fac t , they v i s i t e d so many p laces Dorothy Diez asked Mr. Johnson, "when do we
g o home?", and h e r e p l i e d , "When w e c a n ' t g o anywhere e l s e , "

P a r t o f t h e memorable t r i p was spent in Phi ladelphia where t h e group had t h e i r fi r s t e x p e r i ‑
ence w i t h automats. The automats dispensed food and looked l i k e " the l o c k boxes in t h e Wilson
Postoffice." You would p l a c e one, two, or t h r e e n i c k e l s in t h e s l o t , t u r n a knob to unlock i t ,
then remove t h e food of y o u r choice. Jane Stoddard p u t one n i c k e l in when she should have
inse r ted two. "There, she sa id , " I knew i t wouldn ' t work."

Some of the p o i n t s of i n t e r e s t v i s i t e d in Phi ladelph ia were the U. S. Min t , Benjamin F rank ‑
l i n ' s g rave , and t h e Betsey Ross house where t h e fi r s t American F l a g was made. Other h i s t o r i c
s i t e s included Independence H a l l , t h e L i b e r t y B e l l , and t h e room where Je f fe rson d r a f t e d t h e
Declarat ion of Independence.

Amusing inc iden ts on t h e t r i p were t h e t ime A l i c e Nelson knocked on t h e door o f t h e h o t e l
room w h i l e Jane Stoddard was t a k i n g a b a t h . Jane Jumped i n t o bed soaking wet and Emi l y Dennis
c raw led under i t wh i le Grace Evans went to t h e doo r and opened i t . Then there was t h e t i m e
Duane Stacy turned a summersalt in t he midd le of t h e s t r e e t and r i p p e d open h i s pan ts . Another
t ime, Jane Stoddard c a l l e d M r. Johnson at 6:30 in t h e morn ing to ask him where she c o u l d buy
flowers.

On A p r i l 10 th , t h e c l ass re turned home v i a t h e Black Diamond Express and a r r i v e d in B u f f a l o
a t 8PM. Ralph Evans d rove some o f t h e young peop le back to Wilson and, except f o r urace Evans
t r a v e l i n g bag f a l l i n g o f f in a d i t c h , t he re were no f u r t h e r inc idents.

Chaperones f o r t h e happy occasion were Clarence Johnson, Mrs. J. W. Nelson, Mrs. Roland
S i n g e r, Mrs. Joseph DeNeau, and Mary Benedict.
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COMMUNICATIONS:

H a r r i e t Landy Nolan has been e l e c t e d Pres ident o f t h e Nor thern G i l a County Genea log ica l
S o c i e t y at Payson, Ar izona. She r e c e n t l y ma i led ac o p y of t h e i r fi r s t Newslet ter f o r t h e
Wi lson museum l i b r a r y .

J i m Haro ld of D e t r o i t , Michigan, phoned to i n q u i r e about Wilson. He has been away f o r 12
y e a r s and hopes t h e v i l l a g e is s t i l l t h e n i c e l i t t l e p l a c e he envis ioned as a b o y. He wishes
to be remembered to a l l h i s f r iends .

% oe © H & * H 8 *
DO YOU REMEMBER-‑

The fi r s t c a f e t e r i a i n t h e o l d h i g h school which was r u n once a week b y the s e n i o r c l a s s
to r a i s e funds f o r t h e i r t r i p to Washington? If you do, y o u a r e an "Old Ti m e r " ,
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THE VILLAGE BLACKSMITH: . _.
“Under the spread ing Chestnut tree,”~the V i l l a y e Smi thy s t a n d s . . . . . t o i l i n g , - r e j o i c i n g , ‑

sorrowing, onward through l i f e he goes . " Who could eve r f o r g e t those s t i r r i n g l i n e s by
Henry Wadsworth L o n g f e l l o w. But how many can remember t h e v i l l a g e smithys t h a t were once
p r e v a l e n t i n Wilson?

Through t h e yea rs shops were operated by Bonsteel on n o r t h Lake Street ; Wi l l i am B e l l had
one on Cather ine S t ree t ; Jed B i g g i n s p lace was back of t h e A l b r i g h t home on Wilcox S t ree t ;
and h i s son, Jesse B i g g i n s , was l o c a t e d on Catherine S t r e e t . Bruce F i t t r o had a shop on Lake
S t r e e t n e a r t h e depot , and Elwyn F l a g l e r p l i e d h i s t r a d e o n H i g h S t r e e t .

Other blacksmith shops in t h e v i c i n i t y were r u n by George Upton at Alber ta, and D a n i e l
Woodcock and Hub Stockwe l l had shops in Eas t Wilson. Others whos names m i g h t " r i n g a b e l l "
i n y o u r memories were Charles B i r d s a l l , John Stoddard, Jacob Tre i ch le r, Pa t Drewes, and
Samuel McClel lan. Sam was Mar i e t t a Goodman's unc le , and he learned t h e blacksmith t r a d e in
A p p l e t o n .

FINANCIAL REPORT: .
M i l l i e Croop, t reas. , has prepared a fi n a n c i a l r e p o r t encompassing t h e y e a r June 20, 1982

t h r o u g h June 20, 1983 to keep o u r members informed on y e a r l y r e c e i p t s and expend i tu res .

RECEIPTS EXPENSES (Continued)
Dues 1,226.00 P a i n t f o r b u i l d i n g s 1,209.8)
Wire less Assoc ia t ion 25.00 Labor 350.00
N i a g . F a l l s S r . C i t i z e n s 5.00 A i r l e s s sprayer r e n t a l 50.00
Loan of antique c a r 100.00 Antique c a r maintenance 126.42
John Goodr ich 20.00 N i a g . Co. F e d e r a t i o n - S t a t e dues 60.00
Daughters-American Revolu t ion 25.00 N i a g . Co. H i s t . Soc. donat ion 100.00
Thilk-Hazen Agency 25.00 Wilson Vo l . F i r e Co. dona t i on 100.00
De lph i c C i r c l e 10.00 L i b r a r y , Q u i l l M isc . supp l ies 374.35
Town of Wi lson 500.00 Audio equipment 270.6),
Wire less Assoc ia t i on 35.00 Repa i r V i c t r o l a 50.00
For research 15.00 Hor ton Hardware (supplies) 162.86
Annual Country F a i r 9,919.53 Farm & Garden supplies 20.78
Country Barn Shop 61.50 Kitchen s u p p l i e s _ 1.40
Ways & Means 516.10 H i s t o r y award t o Wilson S e n i o r 25.00
Memorials 110.00 Zerox h i s t o r i c a l documents 9.15
I n t e r e s t 965.95 Lawn swing 40.00
Bake Sale 182.40, . , Yanity se t 50.00
Programs 280.95 Sooklet-Wilson Free L i b r a r y 250.00

To t a l Year ly Income Th,022.43 . Ways & Means souvenir i tems 1,248.82
L i f e Membership plaque-pldtes 172.20

EXPENDITURES Xmas tree s k i r t 12.83
Telephone 343.76 Hoover vacuum cleaner 89.99
Niagara Mowhawk 437.95, Tent f o r Country F a i r 400.00
Country F a i r 2,558.82 Ropes f o r ten t 2h.59
Caboose 420.36 To t a l Year l y Expenres 12,696.05
N a t i o n a l F u e l 1,200.02
Newsle t te rs and m a i l i n g s 556.67
Housekeeping 315.00
Programs ee Balance on hand 6/20/82 8,nae
E l e c t r i c a l Supp l i es . Rece ip ts 14,022.43
O f fi c e Supp l ies 100.00 BOOT6
Membership cards and l i s t s 98.45 Expendi tures 12,696.05
Insurance 371 2441 Balance on hand 6/20/83 “9,051.21
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WILSON MUSEUM SPARKLES:

The w h i t e t r i m o n t h e museum has been p a i n t e d making t h e o l d r e d and wh i te depot s tand out
a s a n imposing a t t r a c t i o n a t t h e southern approach t o t h e v i l l a g e . Persons who w i e l d e d p a i n t
brushes to g e t t h e j o b done were Ralph and Helen Dinse, George L innabery, Rex S t a c y, and Don
and M i l l i e Croop.

# # 4 H KH X & *
HOSPITAL AUXILIARY TO MEET IN MUSEUM:

The A l l -B ranch q u a r t e r l y mee t i ng o f t h e In te r~Commn i t y H o s p i t a l A u x i l i a r y w i l l be h e l d a t
t h e Wilson museum, Monday evening, October 2 t h , at 8PM. The speaker w i l l be D r . F iward
O'Keefe, a n d h i s t o p i c w i l l b e " H o l i s t i c H e a l t h " , The p u b l i c i s i n v i t e d t o a t tend .
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ATTENTION! OFFICERS & TRUSTEES:

I t has been decided t o h o l d a l l f u t u r e meet ings o f t h e o f fi c e r s , trustees, and conmit tee
chairmen on t h e 2nd Monday of each month. Next mee t ing w i l l be October 1 0 t h at 8PM.

Ww nw nw un w~ cay nw

1800 FOX HUNT:
O n Feb. 9 , 1889, a n e x c i t i n g f o x h u n t took p l a c e i n t h e town o f Wilson i n which about h 0

"spo r t s " o f t h e day p a r t i c i p a t e d . A l l dogs i n t h e community, a s w e l l a s some outs ide canines,
took p a r t in t h e chase as hunters wended t h e i r way th rough t h e woods, cl imbed fences, and
jumped o v e r d i tches. Seve ra l foxes were seen and numerous shots were fi r e d , b u t no t roph ies
were co l lec ted t h a t d a y. I t was repor ted , however, t h a t severa l hunters were ser iously i n j u r e d
by s t ray shots, one c a l f was k i l l e d , and a y o u n g c o l t wounded. Fox hounds were r e p o r t e d to be
a d r u g on t h e marke t t h a t y e a r and s o l d f o r 25¢ each, wh i l e o r d i n a r y guns could be purchased
f o r $1.50 each.

s 2* Ke F 4 © HFF KHBH
BON MOT: What would l i f e be i f we had no courage to attempt anything? - -Vincent van Gogh



WILSON GRADUATES HOLD REUNION: ;
Graduates of Wi lson Union School, C lass of 1933, met r e c e n t l y at Pembroke Meadows in L o c k ‑

p o r t to ce lebrate t h e 50th reun ion of t h e i r c l a s s . A t t e n d i n g were Janet (Benedict) Welch whc
gave t h e b l e s s i n g , and Pres iden t W i l l i a m F r i t t o n who o f f e r e d a toas t t o t h e assembled g u e s t s ,
A f t e r d inner, t h e a lumn i and t h e i r spouses r e c a l l e d many happy memories from t h e i r fo rmer
schoolyears.

Mrs . Welch and h e r husband, B i l l , came t h e g r e a t e s t d is tance from Santa Cruz, Cal i fo rn ia ,
and Frank and B e t t y Oldenburg t rave led he re from Greensborough, N o r t h Caro l ina . Others who
attended the happy occasion wereErnestine (Dietr ick) Walpole, valedictorian, and Ruth Upton
(Tenneyson) and Leah Biga low who co-cha i red t h e event. Maxine (F i tch) Gnage, c lass adv io r,
and h e r husband, James, a l so attended. The Class of'33 gradua ted 29 members of which 23 a r e
a l i v e today. Sixteen of them at tended t h e reun ion .
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ANNUAL BAKE SALE COMING UP:

The soc ie ty 's annual Bake Sale w i l l be he ld at t h e Town H a l l on E l e c t i o n Day, November 8th,
f rom 10AM u n t i l s o l d ou t . Please p l a n to bake or cont r ibute , and i t would be a p p r e c i a t e d i f
everyone would g e t t h e i r "goodies" to t h e h a l l between 9 and 10AM.
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WHO LEFT THE "BUMBERSHOOT":

L o i s Jennings, Museum Chrm., r e p o r t s t h a t two umbrel las were l e f t in t h e museum l i b r a r y ,
and she w i l l b e unable t o c r e d i t them un less t h e donor i d e n t i fi e s h e r s e l f .

L o i s says t h a t a d d i t i o n a l members would b e welcome o n t h e museum committee, s o i f y o u t h i n k
you m i g h t be interested, p lease c a l l h e r . (751-9783)
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CARD PARTY SCHEDULED AT MUSEUM:

S t a r t making p l a n s now t o a t tend t h e annual H o s p i t a l A u x i l i a r y c a r d p a r t y which w i l l b e
sponsored by t h e Wilson Branch at t h e museum on October 5, 1983, at 7:00PM. The Wednesday
n i g h t a f f a i r w i l l fea ture money t r e e and door p r i z e s , and desse r t w i l l be served. Donations
a r e $1.25 p e r p e r s o n .
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PIONEER DAYS AT CAMBRIA:

The Cambria H i s t . Soc. w i l l ce lebra te t h e 175th ann iversary o f t he foundat ion of t h e town
of Cambria at t h e i r 12 th annual Pioneer Days Open House, Sunday, O c t . 16th, at t h e Cambria
Community Center f rom Noon u n t i l 6PM. The theme, " t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e Niagara Fron t ie r " ,
w i l l be presentedby l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l societ ies, a l s o the Holland Land Grant Museum at Batavia,
the Old For t Niagara Association, and several E r i e County societ ies. L e t ' s a l l t u r n out and
g i v e a boost to our fr iends "south of the border".

% *% & % 4 %* * t h x x
NEW MEMBERS: !

Welcome to o u r most recent new members, Sherman ind Mary El izabeth A l l g e i e r o f Naples ,F. ,
and the youngest, 1 y r . o l d Anthony Gurski , son of M r. and Mrs. Robert Gurski, Pensacola, FL.
Also, Mrs. Beat r ice k i g n e l , Punta Gorda, FL.
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HOSTESSES FOR OCTOBER:

Marietta Goodman has announced t h a t museum g r e e t e r s on Sunday afternoons from 2 to LPM
w i l l be : Oc t . 2nd, Ruth Rawl ings and C l o Reid; O c t . 9 th , Ronnie aud Bern i ce Swick; O c t .
16th, M i l t o n and Helen C la rk ; Oc t . 23rd, "Chuck" and Mar ion Campbell; and O c t . 30th, Berne
and Nancy Kent .

* FF 4 HF &* HH € KH XH
OCTOBER PROGRAM:

M r . L e s l i e Beukema is scheduled to be t h e gues t speaker at t h e r e g u l a r mee t ing , Oc t . 17th
at 7:30PM, and h i s t o p i c w i l l be "Old Houses." F o l l o w i n g t h e meet ing , refreshments w i l l be
served by Diane A l b r i g h t , Sue Cruickshank, and Ce les te Crawford.
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ACQUISITIONS:
Howard Croop, Rapid C i t y , SD., has donated t h e 1 s t b u t t o n i ssued by w i l son Conservation

Club; Wilson H i g h Booster Club Black and G o l d T i e ; Cub Scout Cap; Program p r e s e n t e d b y Wi lson
Va r i e t y Club (1954-55); Memory Calendar, Norman Rockwel l P r i n t s ( 1 9 8 ) Var ious books; and
r i b b o n s won f o r entrees i n t h e 1951 S t a t e F a i r and l H Club.

John F l a i n , Phoenix,AZ: Two To o t h E x t r a c t o r s u s e d b y D r . P l a i n o f R a n s o m v i l l e ,
Sandra Dav is S t a a t , Huston, Texas : Hami l ton F a m i l y Album, a l so pho tos o f LaMont, S i l a s ,

and John Hami l ton.
V i r g i l S i n g e r Sco t t , Houston, Texas: Mourning Shawl-Chal l is t h a t belonged to Bea t r i ce

S i n g e r ' s grandmother c a . 188 .
Grace S i n g e r : Mourn ing Bonnet a n d V e i l (ca.1888) t h a t belonged to h e r grandmother.
Eleanor Gabbey: Statements f rom Wi lson Businessmen to t h e l a t e E t h e l Dikeman.
He len B o r n g r a e b e r : A i r R a i d Warden's Handbook-WWII; 2 Crocheted Handbags, c a . 1900-1920;

and 2 M o i r e Dress Sashes.
M e r r i t t T h i l k : 1940 Operator 's L i c e n s e i s s u e d to D r . John A. Burns.
Warren H a r r i n g t o n : Photo o f Holloween young p e o p l e - O c t 1982; A d v e r t i s i n g notebook f rom

t h e B.L.Gale Co.; Veneer~Plywood calendar 1928-29.
Clarence Monroe: J u l y 1953 i s s u e o f McCal l 's f e a t u r i n g Exley Method is t p r o j e c t o f " Ta l e n t s "
Mayor Kenneth Welker: 40lb. Metrometer Counter Scale g i v e n in memory of Mary C. M i l l e r

and Samuel D. Brown.
Jean Argue : 2 Pewter Ashtrays used in D r . Slocum's o f fi c e , a l s o photo of cot tage t h a t once

stood where Argue cot tage is now. Moved to f o o t of Harbor S t . on O n t a r i o S t .
% x K & & H& HR % & &

DID YOU KNOW
C u r t i s P e t t i t b u i l t t h e fi r s t frame schoolhouse (D is t .# l ) on Beebe Road, town of Wilson,

in 163)?
Ke H H KH HR KH HK H
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DONALD W. CROOP. Editor :
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SCHOONER DAYS: (Par t I)
In t h e f a l l of 1945, Charles Henry J. Sn ider, e d i t o r of t h e now de func t To ron to Telegram,

wrote a s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s f o r h i s p a p e r c a l l e d "Schooner Days" in which he made many references
to the o l d w i l son p o r t as w e l l as desc r i p t i ons o f t h e 20 schooners r e p o r t e d to have been b u i l t
t h e r e . w e r e c e n t l y acqu i red c o p i e s o f these a r t i c l e s , and f e e l t h e y a r e w o r t h p r e s e r v i n g i n t h e
"Newsletter" f o r t h e musewn's a rch i ves .

% X & HM H HH % #
The fi r s t I e v e r heard of Wilson, N . Y. , was in 1890 when I went to t h e Western Gap to watch

t h e sh ips w i t h two younger bro thers . Cap t . P a t McSherry had brought h i s schooner, t h e "Marcia
A . Ha l l " , i n to t h e Queen's Warf and was l o o k i n g f o r h e l p to l o a d a cargo o f lumber " f o r a p l a c e
across t h e l a k e p a s t Niagara c a l l e d Wi l son . " Though o n l y 11 years o f age, I helped Capt . Mc‑
S h e r r y, and w i t h o u t knowing i t , commenced my Schooner Days.

It wasn't u n t i l 190) t h a t I fi r s t made t h e acquaintance of Wilson Creek. We s tood under a l l
s a i l i n a dy i ng breeze and en te red t h e ha rbo r between t h e p i e r s as t h e sun dipped i n t o t h e l a k e .
Our g reen g a l l e y , t h e "Frou Frou", was a centreboarder and cou ld move wherever h e r 18" deep
rudde r cou ld be dragged th rough . She was a t i g h t l i t t l e s h i p and a g rand c r a f t f o r h e r s i z e
w i t h topmast, spinaker, and sma l l cabin--and of course, a u x i l i a r y engines at t h a t t ime were
unknown.

The squat l i gh thouse c lung to the west p i e r , and both p i e r s were o f timber, sunken and de-°
cayed--a l i n e o f c r i b s fi l l e d w i t h stones and j o i n s d by -s t r ingers o f heavy decking, sagged and
humped l i k e a switchboard. They seemed to have been set on sand and were s i n k i n g as storm waves
sucked the support from under them in one p l a c e and p i l e d i t up in another. The channel was
s i l t i n g up and i t had 10' of water here and 6' of water the re . The p i e r s r a n approximately
s o u t h and at t h e i r inner end the water shoaled to p o r t . Wekept to starboard and the space
widened i n t o a creek mouth o f g rea t beauty i n t h e t w i l i g h t , bordered b y a few cottages and
summer hote ls . ,

We proceeded ahead to t h e l a n d i n g fl o a t of a pretty h o t e l where t h e o l d c l i p p e r , "Zeus I I " ,
l a y b y the l i t t l e war f . M r. Harr is , p r o p r i e t o r o f t he Har r i s House, stood o n the dock, and the
p r e t t y l i t t l e h o t e l w i t h one lamp b u r n i n g - - n o hydro then-- looked as though i t wouldn't throw us
bedraggled lake-soaked voyagers out on o u r ea rs .

I t was 75¢ f o r supper, bed and breakfas t , and we had to go i n t o a huddle and do a l o t o f
l e n d - l e a s i n g among ou rse l ves b e f o r e d e c i d i n g o n t h e l u x u r y o f n o t s leep ing o n t h e wet fl o o r
boards o f o u r sh ip ' s c o c k p i t . There was s t i l l $4.00 i n Canadian money l e f t among u s fi v e news~
papermen, b u t t h e hosp i tab le Yanks took i t w i t hou t discount, d r i e d us out a t t h e k i t c h e n stove,
and l o o k e d a f t e r us w e l l w i t h no quest ions asked.

Wemade an e a r l y s t a r t in t h e morn ing because of a b r i s k southwest wind, and we had about
fi f t y m i l e s ahead o f us to r e a c h Toron to . S a i l i n g down t h e creek to the p i e r s , we heard a
s c r a p i n g sound and discovered ou t topmast was f o u l o f a telephone w i r e overhead. We pushed to
where t h e w i r e was h i g h e r and managed to g e t h e r f r e e , b u t dear knows what "Cen t ra l " o f those
l o n g depar ted days had to r e p o r t .

O n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e p o r t o f Wi lson w e a r e r a t h e r vague, f o r t he t ime w e were there i n 190)
nobody knew much about t h e empty harbor - - then sanded in between p i e r s .

It seems t h a t a f t e r t h e Americans captured F o r t George in 1813, U. S. supp ly sh ips were
chased i n t o O l c o t t Creek and Wilson Creek and captured by vesse ls of S i r James Lucus Yeo's
fl e e t - - i n p a r t i c u l a r by t h e schooner, "General Beresford", b u i l t h e r e in Toronto . So perhaps
t h e r e was a se t t l ement o f some s o r t a t Wi lson Creek as e a r l y as the War o f 1812, a l though Com‑
modore Owen's survey of 1817 o n l y marks t h e p l a c e as "Twelve M i l e Creek", and shows no houses.
The presen t v i l l a g e of Wi lson is i n l a n d f rom t h e harbor b u t t h e Anderson Bros . of Oswego used
to go up t h e creek wi thsmal l c r a f t to l o a d g r a i n and produce there .

F o r a l o n g t i m e t h e r e was l a k e t r a d e between Whi tby, On ta r io , and Wilson, and two P o r t
Whitby boys, " T i p " and " B i l l y " Wilson, went a c r o s s t h e l a k e many years ago and s e t t l e d i n t h e
American p o r t . Some O n t a r i o "Old Timers" t h i n k it was these Wi lson Boys who gave it i t s name,
b u t t h e p o r t was named Wi lson a f t e r t h e l i t t l e v i l l a g e a m i l e and a h a l f i n l a n d . ( t o b e cont.)
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NOVEMBER PROGRAM:

L a r r y Babcock, past-pres. of t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r Wire less Assoc., w i l l be t h e guest speaker
at t h e monthly meet ing on Nov. 21st. M r . Babcock, an employee of Calspan, w i l l demonstrate and
t a l k about some o f h i s r a r e o l d r a d i o s f r o m a c o l l e c t i o n o f o v e r one hundred.

F o l l o w i n g t h e program, re f reshments w i l l be served by G e r r y Swann, Maryanne Sharpe and
Lucy Monroe.
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WORRY is l i k e a r o c k i n g c h a i r . I t g i v e s y o u something t o ' d o b u t doesn't ge t you anywhere.



MERLE WILSON-COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN:
Mer le s t a r t e d h i s fi s h i n g c a r e e r i n 1901 when h i s f a t h e r , w i l l i a m , decided h e wasn't learning

any th ing in school and took Mer le ou t to h e l p h im. So, a l o n g w i t h b r o t h e r Fred , t h e boys began
to l e a r n t h e o f t e n dangerous bus iness of commercial fi s h i n g . T h e i r 2k' boa t had a s m a l l s a i l
and t h r e e p a i r of oars , and they fi s h e d anywhere f r o m a h a l f to s i x m i l e s out on t h e l a k e . At
t h e t ime they were ca t ch ing h e r r i n g , and would b r i n g i n o r 5 hundred pounds each t r i p eve ry
o t h e r d a y. The fi s h were packed in i c e and shipped f rom t h e Wilson Depot to New York C i t y where
they brough t 5¢ a pound or $50 to $75 a week=--a considerable amount in t h e e a r l y 1900's.

Mer le admi t ted he was scared many t imes, b u t one of t h e most h a r r o w i n g experiences was t h e
t i m e t h e y set out one c o l d morn ing in January to fi s h t h e h e r r i n g grounds 6 m i l e s o u t . They l e f t
t h e h a r b o r at 8 AM w i t h seve ra l o t h e r boats accompanying them. As t h e day went by it became c o l d
and w i n d y, and suddenly t h e y discovered t h e y were a l l a lone-- the o t h e r boats had gone . The sou th
west w ind became s o bad, M r . w i l son fi g u r e d they 'd b e l u c k y t o make Wilson, b u t h e r a i s e d t h e
s a i l and t o l d t h e boys to r o w. Snow began to f a l l as darkness closed in and t h e y c o u l d o n l y
guess where they m i g h t b e .

Around 5PM, Mer le s igh ted some t rees a l o n g t h e sho re l i ne , and h i s f a t h e r recogn i zedthem as
b e i n g a woods j u s t west o f O l c o t t . H e wanted h i s f a t h e r t o p u l l i n t o t h e O l c o t t h a r b o r b u t M r .
Wi lson would have no p a r t of t h a t , and decided to f o l l o w t h e shore back to Wi lson . Huge i c e
banks towered above them as h i g h as a house, b u t f a t h e r and sons rowed t h e 6 m i l e s back to Wi lson
wnere t h e y fi n a l l y p u l l e d i n between t h e o l d wooden p i e r s . One hundred fi f t y peop le were l i n e d
up w a i t i n g to g i v e t h e f r o z e n fishermen a h e l p i n g hand; most had though t t h e Wilsons l o s t in t h e
l a k e b u t had k e p t t h e i r l o n e l y v i g i l in hopes t h e y m i g h t somehow r e t u r n .

Mer le r e c a l l e d t h a t many species o f fi s h were caught d u r i n g h i s e a r l y fi s h i n g y e a r s i n c l u d i n g
pe rch , t rou t , wh i tefish , p i k e , and s tu rgeon , however, fi s h i n g began to dec l ine in l a t e r years as
t h e lamprey e e l and p o l u t i o n began to t a k e t h e i r t o l l . The fi r s t fi s h to d isappear were t r o u t
and wh i tefish , b u t b l u e p i k e were caught u n t i l 1959. By 1962, commercial fi s h i n g was j u s t about
o v e r. F red q u i t fi s h i n g i n 1910 l e a v i n g Mer le and h i s f a t h e r a lone, and f o r many years b l u e p i k e
and perch were caught by them f rom s p r i n g u n t i l June. Power boa ts were n o t used u n t i l c a . 1918,

F i s h i n g f e l l o f f d r a s t i c a l l y i n t h e m i d 30's, b u t one October Mer le g o t t i r e d o f s i t t i n g and
decided to g e t some nets in t h e water a g a i n . H i s f a t h e r t o l d h im it would be a waste of t ime,
so Mer le went over to see F r e d Wheeler. F red d i d n ' t g i v e h im much encouragement e i t h e r t e l l i n g
Mer le t h e y m i g h t j u s t as w e l l se t t h e n e t s in h i s f r o n t y a r d because they 'd probab ly catch as
many t h e r e as in t h e l a k e . Never=the-less, t h e men t o o k o f f at daybreak and p laced 3 nets, one
o f f t h e o l d wooden p i e r s , one t h r e e quarters m i l e west, and another t h r e e quarters beyond .

The next morning was one Merle never f o r g o t . They found a l l th ree nets f u l l of fi s h , and by
the t ime they go t them loaded i n t o the boat t hey had over 1800 l b s . of b lue p i k e . The boat l a y
so low in the water t h a t Merle's fa the r, who was watching from shore, thought they had s p r u n a
l e a k . Merle went to h i s i c e house where he broke up chunks of i c e w i t h a sledge hammer, then,
u s i n g h i s 2 0 1b . scale, packed the p i k e i n t o t h i r t y 6 0 Lb . boxes, and took them t o h i s d i s t r i ‑
bu to r, a M r. Mang o f LaSa l le .

In 1940, Mer le decided he needed a new boat and ar ranged w i t h Mr. Mang to b u i l d him one f o r
$250--with Merle supplying the ma te r i a l s . Things went w e l l f o r a few years u n t i l 1946 when he
could no l o n g e r get h i s new 28' boat i n t o t h e l a k e because of a sandbar t h a t formed across the
mouth of 12 M i l e Greek. He decided to take the boa t to O l c o t t where he operated it f o r ¢ years
b u t was able to re tu rn it to Wilson in 1948 a f t e r t he government dredged the channel and b u i l t
two new p i e r s .

One t i m e Merle took Frank K i g n e l l o n a fi s h i n g t r i p abou t 6 m i l e s west o f Wi lson. While s e t ‑
t i n g t h e nets t h e motor stopped, b u t t h e y managed to r i g a s a i l and head f o r Youngstown. As
t h e y neared t h e N i a g a r a R i v e r, a Coast Guard v e s s e l approached them and the Capta in asked where
they were f r o m . Merle t o l d them and asked if t h e y would tow them i n t o Youngstown so they cou ld
g e t t h e i r motor r e p a i r e d . The coastguard o f f e r e d to tow them to Wi lson ins tead and th rew Mer le
a l i n e . A t t h e t ime, t h e waves were k i c k i n g u p p r e t t y bad f rom a s t rong east wind, s o when
t h e Coastguard opened t h e i r engines up f u l l t h r o t t l e , Mer le and Frank were soon drenched w i t h
water. They s a i d when t h e y entered t h e Wi lson harbor, they f e l t l i k e a p a i r of drowned r a t s .

Mer le was g r a t e f u l f o r t h e f a v o r , however, so t o o k t h e coast gua rd s a i l o r s to t h e boathouse
and t o l d Emerson to g i v e them a l l t hey wanted to ea t o r d r ink - -he 'd s e t t l e up l a t e r . The Coast
Guard Capta in r e f u s e d to t a k e any money b u t t o l d Mer le i f he would w r i t e to t h e base and e x p l a i n
what happened, it would do them more good . Th is , Mer le was more than happy to d o .

I n 1963, Mer le gave u p fi s h i n g and s o l d h i s b o a t , b u t n o one was i n t e r e s t e d i n h i s ne ts o r
o t h e r equipment. F o r t u n a t e l y, some o f t h e buoys and ne ts were donated t o t h e Wi lson Museum
where they a r e on d i s p l a y and w i l l be a reminde r o f t h e man who gave up 63 years o f h i s l i f e to
be a commercial fisherman in t h e town of Wi l son .

(Note: The above a r t i c l e was compi led f rom a tape made by K i c k y Schmidle a number of years
ago d u r i n g a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e l a t e Mer le W i l s o n . Thanks t o M r s . Jeanne Schmidle and M r. Joe
H i g g i n s , t h e o r i g i n a l tape was acquired f r o m Jane Wilson's d a u g h t e r, Nancy, and a copymade u p
f o r t h e Wi lson Museum.)

x # & 4 H % H F
MUSEUM HOSTESSES:

G r e e t e r s a t t h e museum f o r t h e month o f November w i l l b e a s f o l l o w s : N o v. Oth, James and
E l i z a b e t h Corne l l ; Nov. 13 th , Norman and Martha MacAsk i l l ; Nov. 20th, Merton and L i l l i a n Evans
and Nov. 27th, Dorothy L o r t and Caro le Schnoor.

* * %F # & FF HFK
NEW MEMBERS:

The s o c i e t y extends a h e a r t y welcome t o t h e f o l l o w i n g new members who j o i ned d u r i n g t h e pas t
month: M r . and M r s . Donn wagner, Long Beach, C a l i f o r n i a ; N r . and M r s . Leonard Mudve, b u f f a l o ,
New York; M r . and Mrs . Sidney G i c k , Kast Aurora, New York , and Dor is Corne l l of Wi lson.
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THE HARDEST JOB a p o l i t i c i a n has i s t o fi n d a way t o correct a mistake without admilt ingy h e has

made one.
M H. % H s e H F H H 4 H



W e r t e a a - - _ o o

DON'T FORGET THE BAKE SALE:
E l e t t i o n Day i s t h e time; t h e Town H a l l i s t h e p l a c e ; and winnie F ischer i s i n charge.

Please t r y to g e t y o u r baked goods at t h e h a l l by 9:00aM--if necessary, p l ease c a l l winnie f o r
p i ckup . Donations g r a t e f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e d . D o n ' t m i s s t h i s oppor tun i t y t o p u r c h a s e some o f t h e
bes t baked goods a v a i l a b l e anywhere in Niagara County. Remember t h e date-=-November 8th .

% # H H H& H% & x
FRIENDLY FISHERMAN:

Merle Wilson was n o t o n l y a good fisherman, b u t a good f r i e n d to young peop le as w e l l . One
time, wh i l e M i l l i e Croop was leader of Brownie troop #35, Mer le o f f e r e d to take h e r young g i r l s
o u t f o r a l a k e cru ise . She r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e Sides o f h i s 28' boa t were s o h i g h , many Brownies
cou ld n o t see ove r them--even when s tand ing u p . The t r i p was to O l c o t t and t h e day was warm
and sunny=-so much so in f a c t , s e v e r a l youngsters c u r l e d up on t h e fl o o r o f t h e b o a t and s l e p t .

Merle helped o u t on another occas ion when Intermediate G.S. t roop #1 decided to en te r a fl o a t
in the firemens'! fie lday p a r a d e . I t was decided t h e theme wou ld be "fr iendship", so i t was o n l y
na tu ra l t h a t Mer le be asked to p r o v i d e a "sh ip " . He notonly furn ished a b o a t b u t a fl a t b e d f o r
i t t o r i d e o n .

The day b e f o r e the parade, t h e g i r l s g a t h e r e d a t t h e home o f Hleanor and K a r l Brydzes where
they covered t h e i r "fr iend-ship" w i t h y a r d s of crepe p a p e r . When t h e j o b was done, t h e g a i l y
decorated boa t "floated" on a sea of b l u e crepe pape r waves. Happ i l y, t h e scouts shoved it i n t o
t h e Brydges ba rn and went to t h e i r homes to w a i t f o r t h e n e x t day 's p a r a d e ,

That n i g h t , tragedy s t ruck when a t h i c k f o g bank r o l l e d in o f f t h e l a k e and reduced t h e fl o a t
to a mass of soggy, sagging, crepe p a p e r . M i l l i e g o t a c a l l f rom Eleanor Brydges in t h e morning
Suggesting she g e t to Wilson in a h u r r y . Upon v iew ing t h e drooping mess, she r a l l i e d h e r scouts
t o g e t h e r and they se t about c o r r e c t i n g t h e damage. The fl o a t was re-decoratedand ready when t h e
parade moved ou t , and a happy group o f g i r l s s a t in t h e i r " f r iend-sh ip " as i t r o l l e d through the
v i l l a g e streets. Later, when t h e Judges announced t h a t t h e i r troop had won 1 s t p r i z e , everyone
agreed t h a t Mer le was a g r e a t guy, and t h e i r e f f o r t s had been w e l l rewarded.
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EXHIBITS DON'T JUST HAPFEN:

Sometimes we g e t so invo l ved in r a i s i n g money to meet o u r annual expenses, we a r e a p t to t a k e
f o r g r a n t e d some o f t h e people who ar range e x h i b i t s and make t h e museum t h e a t t r a c t i o n i t i s .
we r e f e r , of course, to the museum committee which p r e s e n t l y c o n s i s t s of L o i s Jennings, Chrm.e,
Norman and MarthaMacAskill, Jean Argue, Eleanor Myers, N e t t i e Stimson, Gertrude Schnoor, B e t t y
Stimson, Joe Higgins, Anna Mae Nevins, Helen Borngraeber, Grace S inge r, Judy Zauner, and M i l l i e
Croop. As p o i n t e d out in the l a s t "Newsletter", more volunteers are always welcome, so if you
wish to j o i n t h i s a c t i v e group, a c a l l to L o i s Jennings w i l l do the t r i c k .

Occasionally, outs ide exh ib i t s a r e arranged by t h i s committee such as the one at the recent
Open House at Cambria. A display of the society 's rare o l d woven cover lets received many favor=
able comments from interested v i s i t o r s , and L o i s Jennings and Norm and Martha MacAski l l a r e to
be commended f o r the time and e f f o r t expended to make it p o s s i b l e .
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MUSEUM PLANS AND PROGRESS:

The v i l l a g e has ins ta l l ed a new water l i n e from the road to the museum which hopefu l l y w i l l
solve some of the low water pressure problems exper ienced at recent "Country F a i r s " ,

The o f fi c e r s and trustees have decided t o auct ion o f f some o f the l a t e r model cars donated
t o t h e s o c i e t y w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a f u n d f o r r e s t o r a t i o n o f antique models owned.

A green l i g h t has been g i v e n to t h e p o s s i b l e cons t ruc t ion o f a po le - t ype p a v i l i o n on "Hojack
P a r k " , I t is bel ieved t h a t such an a d d i t i o n would be u s e f u l in a number of Wa y S e

Things a r e l o o k i n g up on t h e w i n d m i l l p r o j e c t . "Chuck" Messersmith has fi n a l l y r e c e i v e d some
v i t a l p a r t s necessary f o r i t s o p e r a t i o n , and i t l o o k s l i k e i t w i l l now b e " f u l l breeze ahead".

% H 8 KH H % %
WASHINGTON TRIPS TERMINATED IN '55;

An i t e m in the October "Newsle t te r " about a c l a s s t r i p to Washington, brought an i n t e r e s t i n g
response f rom K a r l W. Brydges, J r . , A t t ' y . at N iaga ra F a l l s , who noted t h a t h i s Class of 1955
was t h e l a s t t o make t h e t r i p - - a n d i n h i s words, "who c o u l d e v e r f o r g e t i t . " W ea l s o checked
w i t h Marlene Marcks Schotz who g r a d u a t e d i n 1956, and s h e s a i d t h a t i n s t e a d o f g o i n g t o Washing‑
ton h e r c l a s s he ld an o u t i n g at Sea Breeze n e a r Rochester. Hoth K a r l and Marlene a r e members of
t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

* + + © 4H+ XH
MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS:

N e t t i e St imson has donated a Pul lman S too l , Ha t Box, and 6 o l d purses and sar te rs , a 1910
Studebaker Book and Car Ca lendar. A lso , f r o m Wi lson H i g h School, a " F i r s t A i d " F r e n c h Kecord
f o r American s o l d i e r s produced by t h e V i c t o r Ta l k i n g Machine Company.

J o e l Babcock o f Barker : Commercial Corn S h e l l e r and 2 G r a i n Separa to rs , one an "Kmpire" b u i l t
by t h e Richmond Manufactur ing Company at L o c k p o r t .

Jean Argue : wedding Dress (ca.1935), Brown s w i r l e d G lass B o t t l e , Cardboard shoe box, Brownie
No. 2 Camera, 6 p r . o l d Door Knobs, a l s o Godeys Ladys' Book-1872.

Bonnie Cantara, Kansomvi l le: O ld " S t a r " P a r l o r O r g a n .
M r . and M r s . A l Hibbard: Genera l E l e c t r i c Stove, c a . 1920. .
Gone Read, Pav i l i on : New York C e n t r a l Step Stoo l ; Michigan Central Stepstool, c a . 1923.
C a r o l C. Smith, Sanborn: Elson-Gray Bas ic Reader--Book T i l , used in w i l son Cen t ra l School .

% e Ke H H # KH €
SUSPENSION BRIDGE JOURNAL:

On November 7, 1885, N. C. Arnold of Wilson, (wh i le p a c k i n g evaporated apples) p l a c e d a l e t t e r
in one of t he boxes request ing t h a t t h e r e c i p i e n t w r i t e to him and l e t h im know how he l i k e d t h e
app les . Seve ra l weeks l a t e r M r . Arno ld rece i ved an answer f rom the fi r m o f E r i c k and C a r l
schneider of Breslau, Germany, purveyors to t h e #mperor of Germany, who expressed themselves as
b e i n g v e r y p leased w i t h t h e app les .
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SCHOONER DAYS: ( P a r t 2)
Capta in Richard Goldr ing of Toronto d i d some t rad ing to Wilson dur ing h i s s a i l i n g years,

and h i s cargo was always sawed-lumber of some s o r t . H i s fi r s t t r i p , however, was in t h e 1860s
when, as a boy, he s a i l e d to the Wilson p o r t in t h e fami l y scow, "Betsey", when the harbor was
indulging in one of i t s many rehabilitation p e r i o d s . As a young man, Captain Goldr ing car r ied
lumber and 30' c r i b timbers from P o r t Hope to Wilson in compe t i t i on w i t h the schooner, "Parth‑
e n o n " , Sometimes the harbor entrance was so rough it was hard to g e t in so he would go to O l ‑
c o t t or Niagara to w a i t f o r smoother waters. When calm, he 'd return t o Wilson where he'd
throw h i s deckload overboard, tow it in the harbor, then heave h i s schooner, t h e "Maple Leaf",
in w i t h a windlass.

One time he a r r i v e d in Wilson when t h e "Parthenon" was coming ou t f o r another load. Cap t .
Goldring unloaded h i s cargo quick ly and was soon outbound f o r Por t Whitby where he a r r i ved at
noon. There he had t h e l u c k to fi n d a lumber-shover at loose ends and was able to g e t the
"Maple L e a f " loaded up a g a i n by dark. It was dead calm so he t o l d the hands to spend the n i g h t
in and he'd c a l l them f o r breakfast. At 7:00AM "the fl y at t h e masthead was beginning to t a i l
o f f , so o f f went the mooring l ines and away we sai led f o r Wilson." They ar r i ved at noon to the
amazement of the harbor master who scratched h i s head and asked, "Weren't you here yesterday?"

The next morning Captain Goldring had a windfal l when he found the "Maple Leaf" surrounded
bybundles of shingles. They had been swept from the deck of a barge and d r i f t e d up the lake to
where h i s schooner l a y anchored. He was able to salvage 26 squares before the breeze came up ,
and sold them to the harbor contractor. A story was t o l d at Por t Cred i t that one of i t s bu i l d ‑
i ngs had crossed the lake twice--once in cargoes of lumber shipped to Wilson, and once in deck‑
loads stolen from the Wilson p i e r s by returning hookers,

Another vessel tha t shared in the rebuilding of the harbor at Wilson in 1890 was the "Br i .
t i s h Queen", a schooner o f about 300 ton car ry ing capac i t y. The "Marcia A, H a l l " o f Wi-asor
was another trader--perhaps the l a s t out of Toronto. One time the "Marshy Haul", as she was
called, l a y a t t h e Queen's Warf laden w i t h cedar p o s t s f o r Wilson, b u t her u s u a l l y c o n g e n i a l
Captain Pat McSherry was ready to swallow tacks-~there was a f a i r wind bu t he was unable to use
i t . While g e t t i n g clearance to s a i l , h i s mate had taken it upon himself to mend the foresa i l
and had hauled i t out on the dock f o r r e p a i r s . To make matters worse, the crew, ant ic ipat ing
a hard days work and a l ] n i g h t s a i l , had q u i t .

Spot t ing two boys on the dock, Capta in Pat asked them if they 'd l i k e a t r i p to Wilson-<and
of course they would. They had been go ing to Sunday School re l ig ious ly f o r 3 months so's to
q u a l i f y f o r the annual Sunday School excurs ion to Wilson, and here i t was being handed to them
o n a p l a t t e r wi thout even being asked t o r e c i t e t h e "golden t e x t " , The boys p i t c h e d i n and
helped the mate and Capta in Pat r o l l up t h e detached foresa i l and dragged it aboard where it
and the main s a i l were "“slab-reefed" to l e t t h e foreboom c lea r the deckload of p o s t s . With
everyth ing shipshape, the "Marshy Haul" was soon on h e r way and the northwest wind he ld steady
a l l evening. By midnight, t he lumber-hooker a r r i v e d in Wilson and was soon nuzzl in ' the p i e r
i n l e e o f t he l i t t l e red-capped l i g h t h o u s e . Supper t h a t n i g h t had consisted o f o n l y water‑
melons, b u t now they were in Niagara County--the l a n d of p lenty- -so they a l l had bread, butter,
and eggs f o r breakfast, a long w i t h co f fee and m i l k .

One of the boys who made t h a t t r i p to Wilson so many y e a r s ago was Tom Mowat, who l a t e r b e ‑
came Chief of Pol ice at Oswego,NY. As a y o u t h he made many more excursions to at tend the Sun‑
day School p i c n i c s he ld i n Wilson, and i n 1900 came aboard the tug "John Navagh" when i t towed
a dredge t o the Wilson h a r b o r,

Tom remembered one p i c n i c in p a r t i c u l a r when t h e foundrymen and r i v e t t e r s of t he Doty EIn‑
g i n e Company he ld an o u t i n g in Wilson, and h a l f t h e steelworkers g o t l o s t on a voyage in land
to see the Wilson v i l l a g e . The i r s h i p , t h e "Argyle", l e f t f o r Toronto without them, and t h e
men had to walk to Youngstown where they were ab le to g e t the "Niagara" back to Canada.

The l a s t t ime Tom Mowat was in Wilson he reca l led seeing one l a r g e fi s h i n g boat and a smal l
launch chugging around t h e picturesque harbor. There were no l o n g e r any traces of the o l d r e d ‑
capped l igh thouse or the wooden p i e r s t h a t had brought in the Sunday School children, b o i l e r ‑
makers, shingle-shovers, lumber-hookers, or tou r i s t s of the l a t e century, they were g o n e - ~ a l ]
g o n e - - a n d the American b u i l t schooners t h a t once shipped o u t w i t h loads o f g r a i n and apples
were bu t fading memories. (To be continued)

% e He HH KR HH HR &
DID YOU KNOW.....

t h a t twenty, two and three masted schooners were b u i l t at t he Wilson harbor from 188 to
1875 with some having a ca r r y i ng capac i ty o f over 300 tons?
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FAIR PLANNING MEETING SCHEDULED: : :
Rena R o h r i n g , Chrm. of the 198) "Country F a i r " , has scheduled a meet ing of a l l f a i r c h a i r ‑

men at h e r home on 371 Wilson-Burt R d . , Tuesday evening, December 6th, at 7:30PM. A l l of t h e
Country F a i r s have been successful because of e a r l y p lann ing , and Rena hopes t h a t everyone who
w i l l be invo lved w i l l t r y to a t tend t h i s fi r s t impor tan t m e e t i n g .

% + 8% + + % HH

GENEALOGY RESEARCH:
Tr a c i n g t h e o r i g i n o f one's ancestors c a n b e a f a s c i n a t i n g and r e w a r d i n g past t ime, and the

soc ie ty is fo r tuna te to have Celeste Crawford in charge o f the museum's genealogy records. She
has spent count less hours fi l i n g and a r r a n g i n g f a m i l y h i s t o r i e s so they are e a s i l y accessible
w i t h a l l surnames n e a t l y coded in three loose- leaf volumes. When members or f r i e n d s of t h e
s o c i e t y t u r n i n f a m i l y records they a r e h e l p i n g t o preserve v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s t h a t m igh t o ther ‑
wise b e l o s t t o f o l l o w i n g g e n e r a t i o n s . The fi n e j o b b e i n g done b y Celeste reminds u s t h a t
the re a r e o t h e r s in o u r membership d o i n g genealogy research .

As p rev ious l y noted, H a r r i e t Nolan, daughter o f Roy and H a r r i e t Landy, i s President o f t h e
Northern G i l a County Genea log i ca l Soc ie t y a t Payson, Arizona. Another o f ou r members, Becky
H i l l , daughter o f E l l a Mae Peters, is Pres ident o f t h e Seneca County Genealog ica l S o c i e t y at
T i f fi n , Ohio. Her group was organ ized about 2 y r s . ago and now has an a c t i v e membership of
c a . 235 members. A l so a v a i l a b l e f o r genealogy research i s Sharon F i s c h e r, daughter o f M r s .
Winnie F ischer. Sharon d i d extens ive work on t h e Pease f a m i l y as w e l l as t h e Car l Mehwaldt
p o t t e r y  f a m i l y  o f  B e r g h o l t z .
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CRASH REMEMBERED:

D u r i n g World War 2, June 21, 1943, a B-17 bomber crashed in t h e South Dakota badlands wh i le
on a r o u t i n e t r a i n i n g miss ion ou t o f E l l swor th A i r Force Base. F o r t y years l a t e r in June,
1983, a memorial was unve i l ed near t h e crash s i t e to honor 9 airmen who l o s t t h e i r l i v e s the re .

D r . John Argue was s ta t i oned a t El lswor th when t h e p lane went down, and was one o f the doc-=
t o r s ass igned to t h e medical u n i t t h a t rushed to t h e scene. Doc l a t e r served in Europe w i t h
the U . S . A i r f o r c e Medical Corps a s a fl i g h t surgeon w i t h t h e 83rd Bomber Group. H e was d i s ‑
charged w i t h t h e rank of Capta in , October, 195.
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NEW LIFE MEMBER:
L o i s Stedman Barnum was g i v e n a L i f e Membership in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y by h e r

husband, Whi tney, i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h e r b i r t h d a y o n November 8th. Lo is i s a graduate o f Wilson
Central School, Class of 1948, and is a lso an ac t i ve member of Exley United Methodist Church.

She i s a char ter member o f the h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y, and has served i n a number o f ways. I n
197 she was Chrm. of the Program Committee; . i n 1977 she was Tour Chrm.3 and in 1978 and 1979
she served as Chrm. of the Ways and Means Comm. Perhaps her greatest contr ibut ion to the
soc ie t y was d u r i n g the "Gountry Fa i r s " when she served as Food Chrm. from 197li through 1981.
Lois is the 5 t h member of the soc ie t y to j o i n the L i f e Membership Class.
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THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

Jennie Haner B iga low, daughter of M r . and Mrs. Wi l l iam Haner, was born September 28, 1886
in the house across from the former Ward Bros. Garage, now Wilson Sales & Service. He~ i a t h e r
owned a l i v e r y stable, and salesmen who came to town by t r a i n , would check in at the Suther‑
l a n d H o t e l and t h e n v i s i t h e r f a t h e r ' s l i v e r y t o r e n t a horse and buggy. The l i v e r y was v e r y
p o p u l a r t h e n a s i t p r o v i d e d t h e o n l y means o f t r a v e l i n t h e a r e a o t h e r than b y t r a i n .

Jennie graduated f rom t h e o l d Union Free School in 1906, and h e r classmates were M i ld red
Moody (Eakin) , Florence Peterson, Mina Schulze (Bigalow), S i n n i e LaPort, Edna Hoyt (Swick),
Bessie DeNeau (Crawford), Bronson Ta y l o r , L l o y d Smith, and C a r l Ward. Jennie d i d n ' t have too
much o f a s o c i a l l i f e , because c h i l d r e n who l i v e d i n t h e country u s u a l l y had t o work o n the
f a m i l y farm when t h e y weren't in school .

Her f a t h e r r a n a l i v e r y in Tonawanda f o r a s h o r t t i m e b u t re tu rned to Wilson when h i s aunt
Johnson gave h im h e r fa rm. Jennie l i v e d t h e r e u n t i l h e r mar r iage to Fred Biga low. They were
marr ied i n 1908 b u t never had any c h i l d r e n . F r e d was e lec ted Niagara County S h e r i f f , and
Jennie worked f o r n ine years as a matron at t h e county j a i l . She l i v e d at h e r home on Lake
S t r e e t t o t h e age o f 9 5 and now, a t 97, i s a r e s i d e n t o f t h e F a i r c h i l d N u r s i n g home i n Lewiston.
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198) CHURCH CALENDARS AVAILABLE:

The s o c i e t y has accepted on assignment 25 appointment calendars from Emmanuel Methodist
Church i n Lockpor t . They a r e b e a u t i f u l l y prepared w i t h each month represented b y a n 8x11
sketch o f present o r former h i s t o r i c a l b u i l d i n g s i n t h e area . Included a r e the Wilson Depot,
t h e Nor th Ridge Methodist Church, and t h e former O l c o t t Beach Hote l , Lockport Ra i l road Sta t ion ,
and fo rmer L k p t . Union H i g h Schoo l . The calendars a r e s e l l i n g f o r $5.00 each w i t h $1.50 g o i n g
t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. I f t h e 2 5 calendars a r e so ld , orders w i l l b e taken.
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UNUSUAL ACCIDENT NEAR DEPOT:

The f o l l o w i n g i t e m appeared i n t h e N iaga ra F a l l s Journal, Aug. 5 , 1893: South Wilson:
"Aunt Esther S taa ts d i e d at h e r home on Thursday morning and the fune ra l was observed f rom the
house on F r i d a y af ternoon. On Tuesday of l a s t week as M r. and Mrs . Charles Staats were r e ‑
t u r n i n g f rom Wilson, t hey f a i l e d t o see t h e t r a i n coming f rom the west and j u s t got over the
t r a c k s when the horse and wagon c o n t a i n i n g t h e rough box f o r Mrs. Esther Staats and a number
o f camp cha i rs , and M r. and Mrs. S taa t s themselves, were suddenly p rec i p i t a t ed i n t o a deep
d i t c h and Mrs . S taa ts was qu i te s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d . Had they been one minute l a t e r i n g e t t i n g
across they would have undoubtedly been k i l l e d . (Courtesy of Don Loker, H i s t o r y S p e c i a l i s t at
t he Niagara F a l l s Pub l i c L i b ra r y. )* # & H H H H
THE MATRIMONY TRAIL:

December 21st i s a good t ime to ge t married. I t i s t h e shor tes t day o f t he year - -and has
t h e l o n g e s t n i g h t . ‘
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