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THE "HOJACK" (Part 3) A train schedule for the R.W.& 0. in 1889 reveals
some of the activities at the Wilson Depot that year. At 9<15 AM there was a
through-train with mail and express: at 1:00 PM one left for New York City;.
at 4s37 PM a train, with sleeping cars attached, left Wilson for New York via
Oswego; and two local trains operated daily to and from Rochester, N.Y.

Fred Faery, a veteran stage coach ^.river, moved to Wilson from Johnson's
Creek in 1893. He made regular runs-to and from the depot and village hotels,
and soon became known as "Jocky Faery". His wagon and sleigh had two long
seats running lengthwise with an aisle down the middle. A Mr. King also oper­
ated a horsedrawn bus between the depot and the Ontario Hotel. Ed Moore drove
a small truck with freight and mail, as did Adelbert Mudge and his son after
him. Youngsters liked to ride on the wagons to the depot where, on cold days,
they could warm themselves by the pot belly stove at the northwest corner of
the old station's waiting room.

On July 30, I896, Lt. Gov. Saxton came to Wilson by train where he dined
at the Sutherland Hotel and later spoke at a Farmer's Picnic being held at
Lake Island Park. One year later, the Standard Oil Co. erected a 5°° gal.
tank by the depot where wholesale purchases of oil could be made.

Special fruit trains were run in season to Boston and other eastern cities.
The trains were made up with express cars containing ice compartments so that
fruit would arrive the following day in good condition. Fruit shipments be-
came very heavy and thousands of barrels left Wilson each week. The Dailey
Bros, alone on East Lake Rd. had over 200 acres of fruit. On Nov. 8, 1900 the
largest train to ever enter Niagara Falls from Wilson contained 57 cars of
farm produce. Not only were thousands of tons of cabbage loaded at Wilson,
but also thousands of barrels of apples. In the fall of 1899 over 70 carloads
of cabbage and 30 carloads of apples were shipped by M. S. Vosburg alone.

Extensive poultry shipping operations were conducted by the Stevens Bros.
who in one year made over 100 shipments to 20 different States and Canada. It
is also interesting to note that on several occasions, J.J. Miller received
consignments of bedsteads for Maple Grove Park and a piano for the "Grand
Opera House".

Lumber products were also shipped from the depot and the largest log ever
transported over the rails was cut on the A.D. Pease farm. It measured 75‘
long and 32" in diameter, and was purchased by the Ransomville Basket Factory
who made 3,500 baskets from it.

In February, 1900, State Fishing and Game Authorities sent' steam heated
cars to Wilson filled with 4" fingerlings to stock Lake Ontario. The fish
included black bass, white fish, and trout. Three million white fish finger­
lings were also shipped from Hem1 ock and Canandaigua Lakes to Wilson.

When the R.W.& 0. was first built, the crossing at the Lockport-Olcott.Rd.
was called Newfane. After the International Railway Co. built a trolley line---
from Lockport to Olcott in 1900, the line passed under the "Hojack" and the
intersection was re-named Burt. In exchange, the trolley line took the name
Newfane for its Charlotteville station. According to pioneer William Olmstead,
to whom these statements are credited, the intersection of the two lines at
Burt had a lasting effect on the growth of that community. "Since the two
railroads were always striving how not to make connections, passengers con­
cluded that it was easier to settle there than wait for a train or trolley."
In spite of this "tongue in cheek" reference to the efficientcy of the two
railroads, shoppers from Wilson could take a train to Burt -where they were
able to "catch" the electric car to Lockport. r

In 1901, a person could take a train from Wilson at 7:49 AM and arrive at
42nd Street in New York at 8:58 PM. George Wadsworth resigned as ticket agent
that same year and was succeeded by Richard Patterson who served longer than
any other ticket agent at Wilson.********

BON toOT: Another thing so simple even a child can operate is a grandparent.
********



CELEBRATION: Thanks to all our "specialists" the Christmas party was a
social success, and we're sure that Melanie Barnum will agree that the taffy
was delicious: the pop corn balls simply "scrumptious": and the cookies she
and Aaron Goodman iced (and ate), just "out of this world." Tables were set
up to.allow everyone to try their skill at making clothespin dolls, wise men
figurines, and painted wood and colored glass ornaments. Background caroling
with Wirt Wakeman leading the singing and Berne Kent "tickling" the ivories
added to the joyful occasion.

A "Pinata", used at Christmas celebrations, was made by Marianna Yannini
of Mexico City and Jesus Navarro of Monterrey,Mex. It resembles a star with
six brightly colored cone-shaped arms protruding from a paper mache' ball
built around an inflated balloon. Small gifts and other delicacies are hidden
faside it. Both young people are exchange students. Marianna lives with Mr. &
Mrs. George Waters, and Jesus lives with Mr. & Mrs. Adorno Johnson.********

MUSEUM NOTES: Ed Hastings helped Art Schnoor install new crash bars on
the main entrance and rear exit last month. A new heavy display case was also
donated by Ed and will be excellent for displays once a new glass top is put
on it.....Betty Stimson, Lois Jennings, Lois Barnum, and Dianne Albright have
been selected by the trustees to get estimates and recommend the type of floor
most suitable for the Patterson Room Anna Mae Nevins is compiling a list
of utensils needed to furnish the kitchenette. When ready, members will be
given an opportunity to help out  Water was running into the basement so
fast.another sump pump had to be installed to keep water below the floor. The
year 1977 with its Blizzard and floods will be long remembered, but it wont
stop the Publications Comm, from wishing everyone a Happy New Year-1978.********

GENEALOGICAL: Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Smith plan to give a 6 week course oh
genealogical research starting Tues, evening, Jan 3rd at the Town Hall from
7:30 to 9 PM. Research procedures, compiling of records, and the great source
of family information available from the Mormon Church will be stressed.********

NEW MEMBER: The Society is happy to welcome Mrs. Robert Wrede of Granada
Hills, California, as our most recent new member. Mrs. Wrede is a niece of
Mrs. Edith Diez of Wilson.********

CLEAN UP day is Wed., Jan. 11th, starting at 9 AM. The Christmas tree will
be "de-trimmed" at this time and it is hoped some of our gals will be present
to help wrap and put away the fine assortment of ornaments acquired to date.* * * * * - * * *

---  SPECIAL EXHIBIT: The month of January will feature "Child's and miniature
China Dishes" under the supervision of Betty Stimson. The monthly exhibits
have been outstanding, and help from the members make it so. Please identify
any items you loan. The museum will be closed New Years Day, but hostesses
for Jan. 8th will be Bessie and Fenton Cole: Jan. 15th, Eleanor and John
Myers: Jan. 22nd, Elwin and Garnet Upton; and Jan. 29th, Jan Sporleder and
Nancy Kent. ********

MEETINGS: The trustees will meet Wed. Jan. 11th, 8PM at museum. Charles.1
Boyer of Lockport will be our special guest speaker at the regular meeting
on Jan. 16th, 7:30 PM at museum. Mr. Boyer will speak on "Lockport and other
Historical Glass." Hostesses for the evening will be: Bessie Cole, Chrm.,
Jean Hayes, and Maxine Jones.

********
LIFE MEMBER: Mrs. Edward (Dorothy) Lort, a charter member of the Society,

has become its most recent new Life Member. Dorothy is also a trustee and
chairman of the Genealogical Committee.********

QUILTERS ALERT! Florence Schultz has announced that work on a new cross-
stitch quilt will begin at the museum Tues., Jan. 17th at 9 AM. It is also

 planned to quilt Sunday afternoons when the museum is open to the public.
Florence hopes all her "regular" quilters will turn out, but says arrange­
ments will be made to show any beginners who'd like to learn how. The cross-
stitch top is said to be especially beautiful and was donated by Miss Doris
Channing of Niagara Falls. This quilt will be the 5 th priceless creation of
the Society's "Twinkling Thimblers".********

MYSTERY: The mystery of the glass pipe with "souvenir of•Wilson" on it
has been partly resolved. Carol Smith has learned that the pipes were made in
the 1880's & "90's by the Wheaton Glass Works of Millville, N.J. We have yet
to hear from anyone who can say when these souvenirs were sold in Wilson.********

WINNER: Debbie Cruickshank won 2nd place in a Fire Safety contest spon­
sored by the Wilson Fire Co. Winner's essays will be entered in the Western
N.Y. Vol. Fireman's Assoc, for further judging.********

POSTSCRIPTS: We're sure everyone has noticed the beautiful evergreen Xmas
wreath on the depot each year—thanks to our thoughtful Vice-Pres., Joe Higgins
Also Mrs. Ruth Kerr was selected winner of the^musical Christmas tree.
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THE "HOJACK (Conclusion): In 1903 it took one hour and 30 minutes to reach
Buffalo by rail from Wilson. A round trip to Niagara Falls cost 900, and a
round trip ticket to Charlotte was $1.15. Autumn excursions were run to New
York City with four "day and night" special trains equipped with vestibule
coaches, parlor cars, and sleeping pullmans. The round trip fare was $7.00:
parlor car seats were $1.50 extra: double berths in sleeping cars sold for
$2.00: and state rooms were $7.00 each.

Some "old timers" may remember when the "Hojack" was the main means of
transportation in and out of Wilson. Students at the old Wilson High School
used to ride the train regularly from Barker, Newfane, Elberta, Ransomville,
and Lewiston. Up until the 1920*s, automobiles and highways, as we know them
today, were unheard of, so the railroad played a big role in Wilson's economy.’

When Helen Bomgraeber was a little girl, the "Hojack" passed near her
home in Lyndonville. Her uncle lived in Charlotte and was a conductor on the
line, so many times she was placed on the train alone under another conduct­
or’s care. While only three years old, she recalls having once been put on
the train but was quite upset when she arrived in Charlotte without her fav­
orite "teddy bear". Her tears changed to smiles, however, when "teddy" was
rushed to her via the next train. • • '

Conductors usually were assigned to regular runs and naturally became well
acquainted with their passengers. Mrs. Marion Horton of Gulfport, Fla., re­
members taking her sons Charles and Robert to Rochester quite often by train.
The conductor, a Mr. Hurlbut, would always tell the boys to "hold onto their
seats" when the train passed through Greece—a remark that always kept them
giggling until they reached Rochester.

Norm Thilk and Harold Albright tell an interesting story about an attempted
train robbery at Wilson. It seems the robbers planned to steal silk from one
of the cars when the train stopped. Word had leaked out, however, and a couple
of railroad detectives were concealed in the car before the train left Niagara
Falls. The train's first stop was Wilson, and sure enough, when the would-be
robbers pried the door open on the silk car they were immediately apprehended.
Norm and Harold were "kids" in high school at the time, and just happened to
be near the depot when the incident occurred.

Improved highways and competition from the trucking industry forced the
New York Central to curtail operations, and by 1924, passenger train service
had been cut from six to two trains daily. Later the Pennsylvania and New York
Central merged, and the "Hojack" was operated as the Penn-Central. In 193^
passenger service was discontinued but the freight office remained open until
June, 1959. The late Harold Fink of Sanborn was the last official agent.

The Wilson Canning Co. bought the depot in October, 1961, and re-sold it to
Dr. John F. Argue in July, 1965. He used the freight room for storage, and the
building was listed on railroad records as the Argue Warehouse. When the Wil­
son Historical Society was founded in April, 1972, Dr. Argue gave the proper­
ty to the town of Wilson for use as a museum and meeting place for the Society.
The town accepted the property in October, 1972. The Society has since reno­
vated and maintained the building, but the outside appearance of the depot
will be kept as it was when re-built in 1912-13.

The giant Penn-Central went bankrupt in 1970, but continued to run one
small freight each week over the "Hojack's" deteriated rails. Under Government
re-organization the road continued this schedule as "Conrail", however, in
September, 1977, the Department of Transportation (DOT) announced plans to
abandon the line March 31, 1978. Some opposition by local industry and the
Niagara.County Legislature was generated by this decision, however, as this
series is concluded, there is no indication that the "Hojack" will stay open.

##»»**♦**»
SPECIAL EXHIBITThe February exhibit will feature "Heating" under the di-

rection of Joe Higgins.Contact Joe if you can help him. Sunday Hostesses will
be Feb. 5th, Grace Singer and Helen French: Feb. 12th, George and Dorothy
Linnabery: Feb, 19th, Don and Millie Croop: Feb. 26th, Faye Pisello and
Marlene Schotz.



JANUARY MEETING: Charles Boyer, retired Curator of the.Niag. Co. Hist. Soc.
gave a very informative talk on American glass factories including the Lock­
port Glass Works which started in 1840 and continued producing until 1942. Mr.
Boyer stated that the first industry in America was a glass factory started in
Jamestown in 1608, and he displayed an old glass bead which was acquired from
the original site. He also showed samples of various types of glass and slides
of some of the rare pieces on display at the Lockport Museum.

Lynn Sherrie, Pres, of the Wilson Volunteer Fire Co, and Donald Luff, Fire
Chief, presented the Society with a beautifully framed collection of badges
that were obtained by the late Bill Scheffler as a delegate to Western New
York Fireman Assoc. Conventions from 1929 to 1956.

■»•*♦*******
MUSEUM COMMITTEE: Eleanor Myers, Dorothy Thilk, Jean Argue, and Helen Bom-

graeber are working on the care and storage of the valuable dresses and arti­
cles of clothing donated to-The Society. Anna Mae Nevins and Lois Barnum are
co-ordinating efforts to collect and purchase necessary items heeded for the
annual fair and to equip the kitchenette. Nettie Stimson is doing a. great
job of mounting all the old photographs and postcards in albums that were pur­
chased for that purpose. The job of being museum chairman is not an easy one,
but there is every indication that Lois Jennings is getting the museum well
organized. «*■»*#*****

CHARTER: Application for a permanent charter to replace the three year
provisional charter which expires February 20th, has been sent to the Board
of Regents of the State Education Dep’t. at Albany. A resume’ of the Society’s
activities over the past 5 years was prepared by Millie Croop and forwarded to
town attorney, Richard Southard, who drew up the legal application. Officers
and Trustees signed the papers at the January meeting of the Board.»**«**«•***

HOUSEKEEPINGi The trustees approved a motion to hire someone to clean the
museum each week, and Betty Stimson, Housekeeping Chrm., has engaged the ser­
vices of Maryanne Sharpe who lives near the museum. The Christmas tree was
taken down, ornaments carefully packed away for next year, thanks to Betty
Stimson, Lois Jennings, Maryanne Sharpe, Tom Sharpe III, Flossie Lortz, Cindy
Wilson, and Millie Croop.*****«•*»**

"DO GOODERS": During the past 20 years, the Ladies Auxiliary of Martin
Jennings American Legion Post 836 of Wilsop, has made thousands of cancer
dressings for the Cancer Society of Niagara Falls. The dressings are made
from used white sheets with fillings provided by the Cancer Society. They are

-- distributed to area cancer patients living at home. This is just another ex­
ample of a concerned local group performing a valuable public service.***«««'****

VISITORS: In spite of wintry blasts, 16 hostesses greeted 84 visitors at
the museum from Nov. 6th through Jan. 15th. Guests attended from San Jose,Cal,
and Clyde, Texas, while others came from Tonawanda, Lockport, Williamsville,
Ransomville, Barker, Gettsville, Medina, Newfane, Olcott, Middleport, Youngs- .
town, and Wilson. It appears that the changing monthly exhibits and excellent
publicity in the Union Sun & Journal, Niagara Gazette, etc., by Dorothy Linn-
abery, Publicity Chrm., has generated an interest in the museum that everyone
should support. We hope your answer will be "yes" when Verna Caufield, Hostess
Chrm., asks you to serve on a Sunday afternoon. The museum is open to the
public because of the support of our members. Thanks for your co-operation.

A. «*««***«**
THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Mrs. Helen Singer Idle was born August 9. 1905 at Wilson.

She is a homemaker and wife of Dr. Dunning Idle III of Gaithersburg, Md. She
graduated from Wilson High School and attended Eastern Michigan University,
Syracuse University, University of Illinois, Dickinson College, and Miami Uni­
versity of Ohio. She is a member of the Rockville United Methodist Church and
Wilon Historical Society. Mrs. Idle’s father, Roland Singer, married Emma
Berch of Wilson. He managed the Wilson Cold Storage and served as Chairman of
the Niagara County Board of Supervisors for many years. Helen’s grandfather,
Thomas M. Singer, served in Battery M during the Civil War.**»:*i4'*'&«-**

CHANGING TIMES: One of our "Roving Reporters" writes that 57 years ago, Mrs.
Gladys Beutel was able to buy enough honey at the Henry Munch farm in East
Wilson to last her family all season. She was impressed by the fact that the
Munches had a black hired man who used to sleep behind their cookstove. When
a young boy, the late Oscar Munch used to drive cattle from the Henry Munch
farm to other property owned by them near the south Grand Island Bridge. After
summer grazing, he would drive the cattle back to East Wilson for the winter.

**«•**«•*»**
MEETINGS: The trustees will meet Wednesday evening, Feb. 15th at 8:00 PM.

The regular meeting will be Monday evening, Feb. 20th, at 7:30 PM. Rev. R.
Carlton Fausett of Newfane will present a slide program with illustrations of
historical museums, restoration, and urban reconstruction.

Hostesses for the evening will be Christine Goodman, Chrm., Marietta Good­
man and Betty Hausman.

«• * * * * * ♦
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THE SOUTH WILSON FIRE CO. c e l e b r a t e d i t s 25th a n n i v e r s a r y J a n . 15 , 1978.
I t was o r g a n i z e d i n 1952 when a g r o u p o f i n t e r e s t e d men met a t t h e E a s t W i l ‑
s o n M e t h o d i s t Church where o p e r a t i o n a l p r o c e d u r e s were o u t l i n e d b y Whi tney
Barnum and E a r l Dobbs. A n e l e c t i o n o f o f fi c e r s was h e l d and M a r s h a l l Cramer
was e l e c t e d P r e s ; L e o n a r d Daunce , S e c ' y ; E l m e r Zo lyome, T r e a s ; M e r r i t t T h i l k ,
C h i e f ; and L e o n a r d S c h u l t z , A s s * t . C h i e f . A p l a c e t o meet was a c q u i r e d when
schoolhouse D i s t . #6 was auc t i oned o f f in A u g . 1953, and b i d in by C h i e f
T h i l k f o r $3500 d o l l a r s . I n i t i a l f u n d s w e r e r a i s e d b y h o l d i n g c a r d p a r t i e s ,
b a k e d g o o d s , v e g e t a b l e , and f a n c y - w o r k s a l e s . The company was i n c o r p o r a t e d
A u g . 3 r d , 1953, and i n c o r p o r a t i o n p a p e r s were p r e s e n t e d t o t h e fi remen b y
S u p e r v i s o r Barnum.

The v o l u n t e e r s h e l d t h e i r fi r s t fi e l d d a y a t t h e Cambria g r o u n d s o n J u l y ,
1954, They a l s o c o n t i n u e d t o h o l d c a r d p a r t i e s and t h e fi r s t t u r k e y r a f fl e
was h e l d N o v. 1954. On Feb . 2 1 , 1955, t h e company purchased 12 a c r e s of l a n d
f rom Glen R o h r i n g f o r $2500 d o l l a r s , and a combination t r u c k room and r e c r e a ‑
t i o n h a l l was b u i l t f o r $12,000 d o l l a r s . The Schuman B r o s . l a i d t h e cement
b l o c k s , and t h o u g h o n l y 25 men answered r o l l c a l l at t h e t i m e , t h e y spent
many hours e r e c t i n g t h e b u i l d i n g .

The Lad ies A u x i l i a r y was o rgan i zed Feb . 28, 1955. The fi r s t o f fi c e r s were
Jane ta F r e d e r i c k s , P r e s ; P e a r l D i x o n , V i c e - P r e s ; Rosemary T h i l k , S e c ’ y ; and
Haze l T h i l k , T r e a s .

The vo lun teers moved i n t o t h e i r new fi r e h a l l O c t . 20, 1955, and an Open
House was h e l d in M a y, 1956. Ass is tance f o r fi r e p r o t e c t i o n was fi r s t obta ined
f rom t h e town o f Wi lson o n J a n u a r y, 1956. The fi r s t fi e l d day o n t h e Sou th
Wi lson grounds was h e l d in September, and in 1958, $1653 d o l l a r s was r e a l i z e d
f r o m p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e Wi l son C e n t e n n i a l . B i n g o was s t a r t e d a t t h e h a l l
i n O c t . 1959 and c o n t i n u e s t o t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . O n J u l y 7 , 1964, a new r e c r e ‑
a t i o n h a l l was added t o t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g and " s e t - u p " f o r B i n g o was
made e a s i e r . The l a s t fi e l d d a y was h e l d J u l y 26, 1965. D u r i n g 1966 a new o i l
b u r n e r was i n s t a l l e d and a p a r k i n g l o t w i t h m e r c u r y l i g h t i n g was completed.
I n F e b . 1970, 4 5 m o n i t o r s were purchased and d i s t r i b u t e d t o fi r e m e n , F i r e
phones were d isconnected a n d a l l c a l l s went d i r e c t l y to t h e F i r e C o n t r o l Cen ‑
t e r i n L o c k p o r t . I t was a l s o d e c i d e d t o b u i l d a new a d d i t i o n f o r a n equipment
t r u c k and m e e t i n g room, and in June t h r e e aluminum d o o r s w i t h e l e c t r i c s t r i k e
were i n s t a l l e d t o ope ra te when s i r e n sounded. I n 1973 t h e a u x i l i a r y b o u g h t
new t a b l e s and c h a i r s f o r t h e m e e t i n g room.

The fi r s t S o u t h W i l s o n v o l u n t e e r fi r e m a n t o l o s e h i s l i f e i n t h e l i n e o f
d u t y was H e r b e r t A l l g e i e r who was f a t a l l y h u r t N o v . 14, 1973 w h i l e fi g h t i n g a
r o o f fi r e a t t h e K a r s t e n s t o r e i n E a s t W i l s o n .

The l a r g e s t s i t - d o w n d i n n e r e v e r s e r v e d i n t h e h a l l was a t e s t i m o n i a l b a n ‑
q u e t sponsored b y t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y f o r D r . John F. A r g u e , P r e s .
The S o u t h W i l s o n L a d i e s A u x i l i a r y , a s s i s t e d b y 3 0 fi r e m e n , s e r v e d 405 p e r s o n s ,
a n d some o f t h e w a i t e r s ( d r e s s e d a s o r d e r l i e s ) b r o u g h t s m i l e s t o t h e f a c e s o f
t h e assembled g u e s t s .

The F i r e C o . made 496 fi r e c a l l s d u r i n g t h e p a s t 2 5 y e a r s i n c l u d i n g 6 6
m u t u a l a i d c a l l s . I n J a n . 1978, t h e r e w e r e 5 0 a c t i v e fi r e m e n and 3 6 a c t i v e
a u x i l i a r y members. C h a r t e r members s t i l l a c t i v e a r e M e r r i t t T h i l k , Chiefs
A l l a n S c u l t z , A s s ' t . C h i e f ; James S c h o t z , L i e u t ; Raymond T h i l k , S g t . - a t - A r m s ;
H e r b e r t D i x o n , and J o h n G u r s k i , S r . O t h e r o f fi c e r s a r e P a u l K a r s t e n , P r e s ;
A l b e r t K i n s l e y , V i c e - P r e s ; D a v i d K o e p c k e , C a p t ; G a r y W a l k e r , S e c t y ; R a l p h
A u s t i n , T r e a s ; Joe S c h o t z , A s s ' t . T r e a s ; a n d D i r e c t o r s S t e v e L a Rocks L l o y d
A l b r i g h t , Howard K r u g e r , and D a v i d W i l s o n .

Equ ipment now owned by t h e company i n c l u d e s t h e fi r s t Ward LaFrance pumper
b o u g h t D e c . 6 , 1955; a used F o r d t a n k - t r u c k purchased i n 1959 f rom M i l l e r
Hose a t N e w f a n e ; a Ward I a F r a n c e pumper b o u g h t i n A p r i l , 1968; and a n e q u i p ‑
ment t r u c k purchased in 1972.

The S o u t h Wi l son F i r e Co . s t a r t e d w i t h n o t h i n g , b u t t h e e n t i r e c o m m m i t y
can be p r o u d of t h e i r accomplishments. No p r i c e can be p laced on t h e hundreds
o f h o u r s o f w o r k c o n t r i b u t e d b y t h e v o l u n t e e r s , b u t t h e modern h a l l and
equ ipment i s a monument t o t h e i r d e d i c a t i o n .



MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: The l a t e s t a c q i s i t i o n s r e p o r t e d by t h e l i b r a r y comm.
a r e a s f o l l o w s : F r a n c i s G o l d t h o r p e , f ramed p r i n t o f E r i e Cana l f r o m N . Y. S .
museums D o r o t h y Tr a c e y, 9 p o s t c a r d s of W i l s o n ; D r . A r g u e , p a d l o c k a n d k e y s
f r o m fi r s t Wi lson J a i l , 7 o l d maps o f N . Y. and O n t a r i o , and N . Y. S . E d u c a t i o n
D e p ' t . H i s t o r y "76-77; M e l v i n S h i p p y, 4 8 s t a r s i l k fl a g ; Joe H i g g i n s , v a r i e t y
o f i n f a n t wear and womens i n t i m a t e a p p a r e l ; C h a r l e s B o y e r , Red and Whi te
p i e c e d s p r e a d ; E s t a t e o f John P a r k e r , C a b r i a B i c e n t e n n i a l Ca lenda r, p i c t u r e s ,
p o s t c a r d s , N i a g a r a Co. D i r e c t o r y (1869) , b i o g r a p h y o f B e l v a Lockwood, 1880
Reader, a n d c o p y of Greenwood Cemetery R e c o r d s ; E t h e l C u n d i f f ( J o h n P a r k e r ' s
s i s t e r ) c o l l e c t i o n o f Ceramics t o b e u s e d a s a memor ia l t o h i m ; D o r o t h y L i n n ‑
a b e r y , 3 s n a p s h o t s o f H i s t . S o c . a c t i v i t i e s ; E d Schuman, newspaper c l i p p i n g s
and o t h e r Wi lson m e m o r a b i l i a ; E s t a t e o f M i l d r e d M i d d l e t o n , genea logy o f
Jonathan P o l l a r d ; M r . and M r s . Wayne Getman, b l a c k s i l k f r i n g e d s c a r f , 2 w h i t e
l a c e d c h l d r e n s dresses, and two w h i t e c r o c h e t e d ’ c o l l a r s ; Norman L u f f , f ramed
p i c t u r e o f O l c o t t - W i l s o n B u s ; H e l e n B o r n g r a e b e r , b rown p l u s h c a p e , 1932 c o p i e s
Wi lson S t a r , M i s c . l i n g e r e and o l d v a l e n t i n e s ; M r s . C h a r l e s McGahan, C h r i s t e n ‑
i n g B o n n e t ; D o r o t h y T h i l k , 2 w h i t e a p r o n s ; F l o r e n c e S c h u l t z , Wo r l d War I u n i ‑
f o r m a n d medals b e l o n g i n g t o A r n o l d H a l e ; and Ve r n a C a u fi e l d , N . Y. S . R e d b o o k .

+ * * * * * * * * *
QU ILT: Dona t ion t i c k e t s f o r t h e Memor ia l Day d r a w i n g o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s c r o s s

s t i t c h hand-sewn q u i l t a r e now a v a i l a b l e f r o m N e t t i e S t i m s o n . A d o l l house
w i l l a l s o b e g i v e n t h i s y e a r f o r 2nd p r i z e . The q u i l t r a f fl e h a s become a n
i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e o f t h e a n n u a l f a i r t h a n k s t o t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s
" p r i c k e d fi n g e r b r i g a d e " . T h i s g r o u p o f e x p e r t sewers , headed u p b y F l o r e n c e
S c h u l t z , inc ludes B e t t y S t imson , Anna Mae N e v i n s , Ve rna C a u fi e l d , B e t t y To v e l l ,
and Joe H i g g i n s - - o t h e r s who w i g h t o l e a r n and h e l p a r e a lways welcome.

* * * * * *% * * * *
BRAINTEASER: Can y o u i d e n t i f y t h e S t a t e s w i t h o n l y f o u r l e t t e r s in t h e i r

names? Answer w i l l b e i n t h e n e x t n e w s l e t t e r .* * * + * * * * * *
PUBLICATIONS: The a d d r e s s o g r a p h a n d g r a p h o t y p e mach ines , w h i c h were p u r ‑

chased r e c e n t l y b y M r s . Jane F i e d l e r f r o m t h e John P a r k e r e s t a t e , have been
a c q u i r e d b y t h e Wi lson S o c i e t y . The machines w i l l b e used t o address t h e mon‑
t h l y n e w s l e t t e r . A s p e c i a l n o t e o f t h a n k s t o K a r l W r i g h t , D o u g l a s S m i t h and
D a r r e l l Smi th , who he lped to move t h e e x t r e m e l y heavy equipment.* * * * + * * * * *

HISTORICAL SITES: D o r o t h y T h i l k , Chrm. of t h e h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s comm., has
informed t h e t rus tees t h a t a marker f o r t h e Reuben Wilson l a n d i n g s i t e has
been ordered and is expec ted to be in p l a c e in A p r i l , 168 y e a r s f rom t h e da te
Reuben and h i s f a m i l y a r r i v e d h e r e . A t t h a t t i m e , a l l o f p resen t N iaga ra Co.
was known as t h e Town of Cambria. H i s fi r s t c a b i n was b u i l t near t h e corner
where Maple Rd. and Route 18 now j o i n .* * * * * * * * * *

MONTHLY EXHIBITS: The h e a t i n g e x h i b i t w i l l remain on d i s p l a y March 5th and
March 12th. O l d B i b l e s , Hymnals, and o t h e r r e l i g i o u s books w i l l b e f e a t u r e d
M a r c h 19th t h r o u g h A p r i l 30th. P l e a s e c a l l L o i s J e n n i n g s i f y o u have s p e c i a l
r e l i g i o u s books y o u can l o a n f o r t h e d i s p l a y .

H o s t s and hostesses f o r Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4 a r e a s f o l l o w s : March 5
Ken a n d D o r o t h y Tr a c e y ; March 1 2 , H a r o l d a n d C l a r a M a r c k s ; March 1 9 , C i n d y
Wi l son a n d M a r i e Getman; March 26, ( E a s t e r ) Rae and H i l d r e d B r o t h e r s .* * * * * * * * * %

LIFE MEMBER: I t i s g e n e r a l l y acknowledged t h a t t h e f u t u r e success and con ‑
t i n u i t y o f any o r g a n i z a t i o n depends o n t h e invohement o f younge r members, s o
i t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome Te r e n c e U p t o n a s t h e 19th new L i f e Member o f t h e
Wi lson H i s t . Soc . Te r r y j o i n e d a s a c h a r t e r member i n 1972.

* *% * * * * * * + *
NEW TABLES: The W i l s o n S o c . h a s a c q u i r e d 8 new t a b l e s f r o m t h e G e o r g e H .

C o u r t e r Co. o f L o c k p o r t & N i a g a r a F a l l s . S i x a r e 8 ' l o n g a n d two a r e 6 ' i n
l e n g t h . T h i s w i l l h e l p e l i m i n a t e b o r r o w i n g t a b l e s f o r a c t i v i t i e s such a s t h e
Annua l F a i r , Chr is tmas P a r t y , and A n n u a l P i c n i c .* * * * * * * * * *

TOOKING AHEAD: The S o c i e t y w i l l h o l d t h e a n n u a l p i c n i c f o r e l d e r l y r e s i ‑
d e n t s o n A u g u s t 6 , 1978. T h i s y e a r ' s a n n u a l t o u r w i l l b e s c h e d u l e d sometime
d u r i n g t h e mon th o f J u l y . T h e O l d F a s h i o n e d F a i r w i l l b e h e l d o n M e m o r i a l
D a y , Tuesday, M a y 30th. (Acco rd i ng to N . Y. S . Law)

% + * * * * * * *% +
ATTENDANCE REPORT: Based on an e s t i m a t e d c o u n t , t h e N . Y. S . D e p ' t . of

Commerée has been n o t i fi e d t h a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2475 p e r s o n s v i s i t e d t h e Wi lson
Museum d u r i n g t h e y e a r 1 9 7 7 ,

* *% * % * % + * + *
MEETINGS: A n o s t a l g i c e v e n i n g o f s l i d e s and r e m i n i s c i n g was p r e s e n t e d b y

D r . A r g u e a t t h e F e b r u a r y m e e t i n g w i t h many scenes shown o f S o c i e t y a c t i v i t i e s
c o v e r i n g t h e p a s t s i x y e a r s . Tr u s t e e s w i l l meet Wed. e v e n i n g , March 15th.

M r s . Ve r n e t t e G e n t e r, Town o f Cambria H i s t o r i a n , w i l l b e g u e s t speaker a t
t h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g o n March 2 0 t h . H e r p r o g r a m w i l l b e a s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n
on t h e town of Cambria. Refreshment hos tesses w i l l be C l a r a Marcks , Chrm. ,
Ve r n a C a u fi e l d and Donna Fritton.

PON MOT: If y o u want to*
* %

r e c a p t u r e y o u r
* * * * *%

* * * *
y o u t h , j u s t c u t o f f h i s a l l o w a n c e .* * * *
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NEWSLETTER
A p r i l 1978 “ V o l .7 Wo. 4

(Coleman P r e s s )

THE B . & P. W. CLUB: Many o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a v e come a n d g o n e s i n c e Wi l son b e ‑
came a town 160 y e a r s a g o . Few o f t h e m , p o s s i b l y , had a n i m p a c t o n t h e commun‑
i t y a s d i d t h e f o r m e r W i l son ian Bus iness and P r o f e s s i o n a l Womens C l u b .

The fi r s t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m e e t i n g o f t h e g r o u p was h e l d A p r i l 1 2 , 1954 when
i t j o i n e d w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l C l u b t h a t s t a r t e d b y a n A c t o f C o n g r e s s i n 1919.
The fi r s t o f fi c e r s w e r e M a r g u e r i t e L a n g d o n , P r e s ; Ve rna C a u fi e l d , V i c e - P r e s ;
Anna Mae Nev ins , S e c y ; A l i c e N e l s o n , T r e a s ; and K a y S t e i n h a u s e r , C o r r e s . S e c y .
The fi r s t o f fi c i a l a c t i o n was to sponsor M a r i o n N i cho l son as a d e l e g a t e t o t h e
F o r e i g n P o l i c y A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 6 th annua l con fe rence a t C o l g a t e U n i v e r s i t y .

M e e t i n g s were conduc ted in t h e o l d Wi lson h o u s e w i t h t h e e x p r e s s purpose o f
p r o t e c t i n g t h e r i g h t s o f women e v e r y w h e r e ; t o p r o v i d e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r s e l f e x ‑
p r e s s i o n ; l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g ; and invohement i n t h e n e e d s o f t h e community.
The c l u b r e c e i v e d i t s c h a r t e r f r o m N . Y. S t a t e P r e s i d e n t M a r g a r e t B a r n a r d , S e p ‑
t ember 9, 1954. Membership was open to a n y g a i n f u l l y employed woman.

I n f o l l o w i n g years t h e c l u b became a c t i v e i n a v a r i e t y o f p r o j e c t s such a s
g i v i n g o l d books and ca lendars to Roswe l l P a r k , and Christmas g i f t s to area
n u r s i n g homes. F l a g s were p resen ted to Brownie Troop #44 of Wi l son , and a
s t a t e fl a g was g i v e n to Ransomvi l le e lementary s c h o o l . Books were a l s o p u r ‑
chased f o r t h e Wilson Free L i b r a r y , and memorial t r e e s were p l a n t e d i n G r e e n ‑
wood Cemeta ry. Golden a g e r p i c n i c s were sponsored each yea r a t t h e lakes ide
home o f M r. and Mrs . W i l l a r d Nev ins , and g i f t s were sent t o t h e B o y ' s Home a t
M t . View. G i f t s of candy were a l s o made each y e a r at t h e schoo l on Teachers
R e c o g n i t i o n D a y. When t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y was o r g a n i z e d i n 1972,
p a i n t was pu rchased by t h e B.& P.W. C l u b f o r t h e i n s i d e of t h e museum-depot.

A p o l i c y o f g r a n t i n g business s t u d e n t l oans was s t a r t e d i n 1955, and t h e
fi r s t "Woman of t h e Yea r " award was made in 1956 d u r i n g Business Womens Week
t o M r s . Lewis S m i t h , town h i s t o r i a n . M r s . S m i t h s e r v e d 1 7 y e a r s a s l i b r a r ‑
i a n o f t h e Wi l son F r e e L i b r a r y , and she was p r e s e n t e d w i t h a s i g n a t u r e book
c o n t a i n i n g hundreds o f names o f W i l son c i t i z e n s who h a d b e n e fi t e d b y h e r u n ‑
s e l fi s h se rv i ce . O t h e r women who were l a t e r h o n o r e d were E leano r M o o t , S a l l y
P e l t o n , F e l i c e Dean, M a r g a r e t Wa l k e r , H a z e l S a l i s b u r y , D o r i s T a r r , and K a t h ‑
e r i n e Fenn.

The c l u b accompl ished many t h i n g s t h r o u g h a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n a t S t a t e
Convent ions w i t h d e l e g a t e s chosen to a t t e n d e a c h y e a r . M o n t h l y d i n n e r m e e t i n g s ,
w i t h p r o m i n e n t area o f fi c i a l s a t t e n d i n g a s g u e s t s , e n a b l e d members t o keep
in fo rmed and e x e r t i n fl u e n c e o n many l o c a l i s s u e s . The B . & P. W. C l u b was
a l s o a c t i v e suppor te rs o f t h e Community Ambassador p rog ram, a n d sponsored
s e v e r a l s c h o l a r s h i p awards i n t h e s c h o o l s .

There i s p r o b a b l y n o way t o measure t h e i m p a c t o f t h i s s m a l l b u t e f f e c t i v e
g r o u p on Wi lson s i n c e l i t t l e f a n f a r e or b a l l y h o o accompanied t h e i r many e n ‑
deavors . They q u i e t l y l i v e d up to t h e i r s t a t e d p u r p o s e " t o i n v o l v e themselves
i n t h e needs o f t h e i r c o m m u n i t y " , and i t was a sad d a y when, b y c o n s e n s u s , t h e
c l u b a c t e d o n a mot ion t o w i t h d r a w f r o m t h e S t a t e and N a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n
A p r i l , 1975.

Those who s e r v e d a s P a s t P r e s i d e n t s o f t h e B . & P. W.s C l u b were : M a r g u e r i t e
L a n g d o n , Anna Mae N e v i n s , E s t h e r Casse lman, A l i c e N e l s o n , Verna C a u fi e l d ,
Me lva R y a n , M i l d r e d E . C roop , Jean S t a p f , F l o s s i e L o r t z , and M y r a K a r s t e n .* * * + * * * + +

NEW EXHIBIT PLANNED: The museum commit tee w o u l d l i k e to s e t - u p an " O l d
Fashioned K i t c h e n " in t h e P a t t e r s o n Room d u r i n g J y l y a n d A u g u s t . Success of
t h e p r o j e c t w i l l depend o n y o u r c o - o p e r a t i o n . P l e a s e n o t i f y L o i s J e n n i n g s i f
y o u can l o a n any o f t h e f o l l o w i n g i t e m s : D r y s i n k , d r o p l e a f t a b l e , hand pump,
k i t c h e n c u p b o a r d , k i t c h e n u t e n s i l s , o r wood b a s k e t . L o i s w o u l d l i k e a n e a r l y
c a l l s o p l a n s may b e made a c c o r d i n g l y .

The n e x t r e g u l a r m e e t i n g of t h e museum committee w i l l be h e l d at t h e museum
Tuesday, A p r i l 4th at 10 :00 AM.* * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: The n i c e s t t h i n g a b o u t g r o w i n g o l d i s fi n d i n g y o u r c h i l d r e n
c r o s s i n g t h e g e n e r a t i o n gap t o y o u r s i d e .* * * * * * * * *



MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: Boyd H o w e l l of Newfane, s i l v e r t e a - s e r v i n g s e t f o r ‑
m e r l y owned b y h i s m o t h e r, t h e l a t e M r s . E a r l W. H o w e l l o f W i l s o n ; M r . & M r s .
G e o r g e Wagne r, e n g r a v e d p l a q u e a b o u t H o j a c k R . R . ; M a r i o n S h e e l e r , sewing ma‑
c h i n e u s e d b y Leo S h e e l e r ' s g r e a t g r a n d m o t h e r i n h e r d r e s s mak ing shop ; G e r r y
Swann, 2 p i e c e s i l k d r e s s worn b y N e t t i e S t o l l ' s m o t h e r ; L o u i s T a l l , 2 f ramed
p i c t u r e s showing newspaper a d s f o r e a r l y v i n t a g e a u t o s ; B a r b a r a C a r r , copy of
Wi lson " O r a c l e " (1917) , andFireman's F i e l d D a y P r o g r a m ( 1 3 t h a n n u a l ) ; D o r o t h y
T h i l k , p o s t c a r d f e a t u r i n g v a r i o u s h o l i d a y s , and 12" g l o b e o n i r o n s t a n d a r d ;
M i l d r e d Schnoor, w h i t e p e t t i c o a t w i t h l a c e t r i m , 1917 c o p y o f Wa t k i n ' s A lmanac ,
1894 Annua l Repo r t o f N . Y. S . E d u c a t i o n D e p ’ t . , t e a c h e r ' s c o n t r a c t f o r 1920
w i t h Wilson D i s t . #4; B e a t r i c e S a l i s b u r y , 3 p h o t o s o f 3 H a r r i n g t o n s i s t e r s - - ‑
S i s t e r s o f E l i z a b e t h H a r r i n g t o n P a t t e r s o n , 2nd w i f e o f R i c h a r d P a t t e r s o n , W i l ‑
son S t a t i o n A g e n t , a l s o a f ramed memoria l c a r d f o r Wa l t e r M a r t i n , u n i o n s o l ‑
d i e r who d i e d i n C o n f e d e r a t e p r i s o n . H e was b o r n a n d l i v e d i n W i l s o n a n d h i s
m o t h e r was a s i s t e r o f Bea S a l i s b u r j s g r a n d m o t h e r .

* * * * 2 * * * *%

DUES ARE DUE: Wi th t h e p r i c e o f e v e r y t h i n g g o i n g u p , membership i n t h e W i l ‑
son H i s t . S o c . h a s j u s t g o t to be t h e b e s t b a r g a i n a r o u n d . Arenewal f o r m is
enc losed f o r y o u r convenience. Won ' t y o u p l e a s e renew p r o m p t l y ? I t r e a l l y h e l p s .

* * * % *% * * * * :
EXHIBIT: The r e l i g i o u s d i s p l a y w i l l con t i nue t h r o u g h A p r i l 30th. H o s t s and

hos tesses s t a r t i n g A p r i l 2nd w i l l be Leona & Howard H u n t e r ; A p r i l 9 t h , B e r y l
To v e l l & Helen S m i t h ; A p r i l 16th, K a r l & Gwenn W r i g h t ; A p r i l 2 3 r d , D o r o t h y &
Norman T h i l k ; a n d A p r i l 3 0 t h , M i s s F l o s s i e L o r t z .* * * * * * * * *

ANSWER: The March n e w s l e t t e r c h a l l e n g e d r e a d e r s t o i d e n t i f y s t a t e s o f t h e
Un ion wh ich a r e s p e l l e d w i t h o n l y 4 l e t t e r s . Yo u p r o b a b l y g o t O h i o , I o w a , and
U t a h q u i c k l y , b u t how a b o u t t h e 7 o t h e r s ; A l a s k a , Alabama, Kansas,Tennessee,
M i s s i s s i p p i , I n d i a n a , and H a w a i i ? A l t h o u g h some l e t t e r s a r e r e p e a t e d , each o f
t h e s e s ta tes i s s p e l l e d w i t h o n l y f o u r l e t t e r s .* * * * * * * * *

YOU CAN HELP: The S o c i e t y would l i k e more p i c t u r e s o f o l d homes t o mount i n
t h e museum albums. A p i c t u r e o f t h e o l d A l b r i g h t Opera House o r f o r m e r t h e a t e r
wou ld a l s o b e welcome. P l e a s e c o n t a c t N e t t i e S t imson f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n .* * + * * * % * *

SPECIAL NOTICE: The t rus tees meet Wednesday evenings p r i o r to r e g u l a r meet‑
i n g s to decide matters r e l e v a n t to r u n n i n g t h e S o c i e t y . T h e i r recommendations
a r e t h e n r e a d b y t h e S e c r e t a r y a t t h e g e n e r a l m e e t i n g f o r a c t i o n b y t h e member‑
s h i p . T h i s h e l p s to sho r ten business meet ings and at t h e same t ime g i v e e v e r y
member a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o have a v o i c e i n a l l p o l i c y decis ions.* * * * * * * * *

WAYS & MEANS: Plans are b e i n g made to comp i le a H i s t . S o c . Cookbook as soon
as r e c i p e s can be accumulated. The committee is anxious to have eve ry f a m i l y
r e p r e s e n t e d w i t h a t l e a s t one r e c i p e i n any o f t h e f o l l o w i n g c a t e g o r i e s :
A p p e t i z e r s , Bread & R o l l s , Cake & Cookies, D e s s e r t s , J e l l i e s & Jams, Main
Dishes, Soups & Salads, Ve g e t a b l e s , or Miscellaneous. Give you r f a v o r i t e s to
L o i s Barnum, C a r o l e S c h n o o r, C h r i s t i n e Goodman, o r N e t t i e S t o l l . O u t - o f - To w n ‑
e r s may m a i l rec tpes t o N e t t i e S t imson , 578 L a k e S t . , W i l s o n , N . Y. , 14172.* * * * * * * * *

FAIR TIME: E leano r M y e r s , Gen. Ch rm. , h a s announced t h a t t h i s y e a r ' s F a i r
w i l l b e h e l d o n Tuesday, May 3 0 t h , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l Memor ia l Day d e s i g n a t e d b y
N . Y. S . a s a l e g a l h o l i d a y . A g e n e r a l m e e t i n g o f a l l F a i r Chrm. w i l l b e h e l d a t ~ °
1 0 A M Wednesday, A p r i l 1 9 t h , a t musueum. B r i n g y o u r i d e a s and s u g g e s t i o n s .* * * + * * * * %

PUBLICATIONS: A new b o o k l e t , " P o s t a l S e r v i c e in t h e Town of Wi l son " , is now
b e i n g p u b l i s h e d and w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e soon f o r 50¢ p e r c o p y. Much o f t h e i n f o r ‑
mat i on in i t was compi led f r o m m a t e r i a l subm i t t ed by H a r o l d A l b r i g h t , W i l son
Postmaster f o r 2 1 y e a r s . T h i s i s t h e 6 th p u b l i c a t i o n sponsored b y t h e S o c i e t y
i n a c o n t i n u i n g e f f o r t t o r e c o r d some o f Wi lson's u n i q u e h i s t o r y .

% * * * * * * * *

MEETINGS: A v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g s l i d e p rog ram o n o l d houses and cemeter ies i n
Cambria was p r e s e n t e d a t t h e M a r c h m e e t i n g b y M r s . V e r n e t t e G e n t e r , Town o f
Cambria H i s t o r i a n . O r g a n i z e d in 1808, t h e town once encompassed a l l t h e a r e a
w e know t o d a y a s N i a g a r a C o u n t y .

Members of t h e W i l s o n Town B o a r d w i l l be g u e s t s at t h e A p r i l 17th m e e t i n g
o f t h e S o c i e t y . M r . R i c h a r d M c C a r t h y o f L o c k p o r t w i l l b e g u e s t s p e a k e r a n d
p r e s e n t a program o n A r c h i o l o g i c a l D i g g i n g s . A s p e c i a l b i r t h d a y cake t o c e l e ‑
b r a t e W i l s o n ' s 160th a n n i v e r s a r y a s a town o f N i a g . Co . w i l l b e c u t f o l l o w i n g
t h e p r o g r a m .

Hostesses f o r t h e e v e n i n g w i l l be D o r o t h y L o r t , Chrm. , H i l d r e d B r o t h e r s ,
E l e a n o r M y e r s , L o i s J e n n i n g s , and Winnie F i s c h e r .

Tr u s t e e s w i l l meet at t h e museum Wednesday, A p r i l 1 2 t h , at 8 :00 PM.* * * * * * * * *
RESIGNATION: The S o c i e t y r e g r e t f u l l y accepts t h e r e s i g n a t i o n of M r . Berne

K e n t , t r u s t e e , who fi n d s i t d i f fi c u l t t o a t t e n d Board meet ings because o f con ‑
fl i c t i n g meet ings o f t h e V i l l a g e Boa rd a n d Wi lson C e n t r a l Schoo l .

% * * * * * * * *
FLEA MARKET: The new q u i l t w i l l b e d i s p l a y e d a t t h e Masonic fl e a m a r k e t t o

be h e l d a t Lockpo r t Sunday, A p r i l 9 t h f r om eleven to fi v e PM.
~
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PEOPLE OF THE LONG HOUSE
In the October 197^ "Newsletter" we featured an item about an old map

titled, HO-DE-NO-SAU-NEE-GA, or People of the Long House. It was originally
drawn by Lewis Morgan and Ely S. Parker, Seneca Indian Sachem, in 1851 from
old French maps dating back to 1720 or earlier. The map was redrawn in 1962
by Mr. Eber L. Russell, former Historian of Perrysburg, N.Y., who added over
150 translations based on 5° years of research as a Seneca Indian scholar.
Included are ancient Indian trails, lakes, villages, springs and other places
with their aboriginal names.

Mr. Russell was once awarded the Peter Doctor Citation for distinguished
service as a "true advocate of Indian legend, Tradition, and History.” School
libraries and colleges in Western New York have been recipients of over 20
reels of his recordings on local Indian History. It took Mr. Russell six
weeks to reproduce (in color) each master map by hand. Of the few copies made,
one was purchased by the Buffalo Museum of Science, another by St. Bonaventure
University, and one is on exhibit at the Holland land Co. Museum at Batavia.

The WHson Historical Society is the recipient of one of these rare maps
through the generosity of Mrs. Fenton (Bessie) Cole, daughter of Eber Russell,
Unfortunately, the map was displayed in the sunniest room of the museum where
it faded to the point where it was'becoming difficult to read. Since it took
Mr. Russell six weeks to draw the map and his many years of research might

1 soon disappear, we felt an effort should be made to preserve it. We obtained
I permission from Bessie Cole to re-trace the 3x3a foot map, and the project

was completed over a three week period entailing some 23 hours—much of it by
! use of a magnifying glass. We can really appreciate the work which was

•i originally done by Mr. Russell, and would now respectfully suggest that our
museum committee keep the map in the Patterson Room where bright sunlight will
no longer be a problem.

The Mythology of the early Indian tribes is most colorfully described on
the’ unusual map. For instance, one may learn that the "Stone Giants", or
(Ken-Non-Squah) were greatly feared by the Indians because they were evil,
and lived in stony places where they often came out to devour people. In
contrast were the "Little People", or (Jun-Jyio) who were fairies about 10"
high. There were three tribes of these "Little People" and they were always
good and helpful. One tribe made the plants and trees grow, colored the berries
and leaves, and put them to bed in the fall. Then there were the Medicine
Men who cared for the sick and injured animals. The last and most numerous
were the "Stone Throwers" who left boulders in the fields and made rock cities.

The Viking ship shown on Lake Ontario indicates the Indian awareness that
Norsemen traveled through N.E. America before the time of Columbus:—a legend
which has lately been authenticated. The great homed serpent in the lake was
probably inspired by the great whales who were once able to enter Ontario via
the St. Lawrence River. The map also reveals that a party of Indians were
once returning from Ohio (0-Hee-You), when they caught a great fish they had
to lift into their canoe. It was still alive when they reached Lake Erie, and
according to legend, accounts for the huge muscalonge now found in the lake.

The aboriginal name for Tonawanda Creek was (Ta-Na-Wun-Da). It was said
that the Tonawanda-Senecas were tricked out of their land—some 70,000 acres—
by fraud. They sold it for 200 an acre and were obliged to buy back a small /
portion at $20 an acre. We also may learn from the map that our close friends,
the Tuscaroras, were once called (Dus-Ga-0-Weh-0-No-Ga), or cloth shirt wear­
ing people. They moved originally from the Carolinas, and prior to coming to

i Lewiston, lived along the Delaware River in S.E. New York State. The Mohawks
were known as "Possessors of the Flint" and used the flint mine near the Hud­
son River called- (Ah-Gook-Aki), an Algonkin flint mine for hundreds of years.

********** \
INDIAN PRAYER 1 "GREAT SPIRIT— Grant that I may not criticize my-.neighbor

•until I have walked for a moon in his moccasins. \
********** \



IN MEMORIAM: The Society extends its deepest sympathy to the family of
Mrs. Paul (Mildred) Middleton who passed away recently after a lingering ill­
ness. Mildred Diez Middleton graduated from Wilson High School, Deaconess
School of Nursing, and retired as Supervising Nurse at Niagara Falls Memorial
Medical Center. She belonged to Exley United Methodist Church, Daughters of
the American Revolution, Canbria, and Niag. Co. Historical Societies. Mildred
was not only a charter member of the Wilson Historical Society, but also one
of the ten founders who met to plan its organization,April 18, 1972, at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Thilk. She was appointed Library Chairman, June
28, 1972, and served in that capacity until her demise. Her active committee
spent uncounted hours compiling valuable records for the museum library. Her
energy and vitality were an inspiration to all who knew and worked with her.

The Memorial Committee, with approval of the Board of Trustees, has decided
to place a plaque over the door to the room she loved best which will hence­
forth be known as the "Mildred Middleton Library”.

*■»•»**■»****
ANCESTRY: The Genealogical Comm, is enclosing forms with this newsletter

so that members or any one else in terested may have a record of their ances­
try on file in the museum library. These could be very valuable someday to
a descendent trying to trace his or her ancestry. Please give completed forms
(or mail) to Dorothy Thilk. Extra sheets will be available upon request.

*•»*******•»
BARN BOARDS: Efforts to get barn boards to finish the Patterson Room were

successful even though they are becoming a scarce commodity. We thought.you
might like to know that "yankee Ingenuity" has devised a way to make one's
own barn boards. First get boards from top of piles in lumber yards. Next
paint them with "cheap beer", and while still wet, slap on rottenstone (about
90£ a pound). When dry, wipe off excess. Now if your spouse doesn’t approve
having you paint beer on wood, there is a last resort. You can purchase 3/4
inch random width planks 8' tall in bundles that will cover 28 sq. ft. from
the Vermont Barnboard Co.-for about $30 a bundle. By our calculations, this
might make the Patterson Room one of the most valuable in the town of Wilson.

QUILT DONE: The Society's beautiful "Calico Rose" quilt was finished in a
resard 21 days totaling about 225 hours of fine sewing. Florence Schultz? Betty
Stimson, and Beryl Tovell, who initiated the project, were capably assisted
by Joe Higgins, Anna Mae Nevins, Verna Caufield, Dorothy Lort, Faye Pisello,
Janet Sporleder, and Millie Croop. (Note: We stopped at Fort Boonsborough.Ky.,
recently, where expert quilters were- demonstrating their skill. We left that
historic schrine feeling that our Wilson Society quilters don't have to take
a back seat for anyone.)

****■•» *•*■»**
MAY MEETINGS: Trustees, May 11th, 8PM at museum: Regular Meeting, May 16th

7:30 PM at museum. Theresa Lascher, of the Niagara Falls Library, will show
slides and discuss period architecture of area homes: Fair Committee, May 17th
10:00 AM at museum: "Old Fashioned Fair", Memorial Day, May 30th.

The museum committee:is selecting monthly themes for future exhibits: A
chart has been posted on bulletin board so members can sign names and phone
numbers in areas where they can help or provide exhibits. MAY is "Wool Proces­
sing" with Eleanor Dou glas; JUNE is "Candles" with Marty Harmless; JULY will
be "Basketry" with Diane Albright; AUGUST is "Furniture Refinishing"; SEPTEMBER
is "Getting the Most out of Antiques" with Nettie Stimson and Audrey Orr;
OCTOBER is "Harvest Time"; and DECEMBER will be "Toys and Dolls", Peggy Ward.

Sunday afternoon hostesses for May 1st are Flossie Lortz and Cynthia Wil­
son; May 8th, Kay and Arthur Ness; May 15th, Kris Kellman; May 22nd, Zilpha
and Archie Petty, and May 29th, Millie and Don Croop. (Note: We wish to again
clarify a previous announcement that all persons who accept dates to serve as
hostesses are themselves responsible to get replacements if they can't serve.)

**«■•»**#
MUSEUM PROGRESS: You have to see it to believe it, and we won't repeat

names of those who return day after day, but in order to update our volunteer
workers we must include, Archie Petty, Walter Hutchison, Rodney Toenniessen,
Berne Kent, Elwin Upton, Joe Higgins, Charles McManus, Larry Halstead,
Norman MacAskill, and Fred Berry.

****«•■»****
FAIR: Bessie Cole has asked for cash donations or candy. Those delicious

home-made candies are a real winner. With an early spring, prospects for a
beautiful Memorial day grow brighter—if it is, we'll need all the salads,etc.
we can get. Plans are being made to interest 4h and Girl Scout troops of Wil­
son as well as WCS students from 9 to 19 yrs. to enter pie baking contest?
Every girl to enter a pie will receive a one year free membership in the Wilson
Society, and a special award will be given for the best pie in the 9-14 group,
and also one in the 15 through 19 group. Watch local papers for Fair news.

«»«*«*«*«**
MAY MEETING: Refreshment Hostess for the May 16th meeting will be Flossie Lortz,
Christine Kellman and Cynthia Wilson.



WILSON, NEW YORK 44472

FOCD FCR THCUGHT: Yhen t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y was o r g a n i z e d s i x
y e a r s a g o , t h e r e was a n o u t p o u r i n g o f enthus iasm t h a t enab led t h e new g r o u p
t o a c c o m p l i s h many t h i n g s . I f w e r e c a l l t h e way t h e o l d d e p o t l o o k e d b e f o r e
{ t was sc raped o r p a i n t e d , o r t h e way t h e f r e i g h t room l o o k e d b e f o r e Doc ' s
c a r s a n d t r u c k s w e r e moved o u t , we r e a l i z e t h a t t h e w o r k accompl ished was
phenomenal. Vo l u n t e e r s donated many h o u r s of t h e i r t i m e to renovate t h e m u s ‑
eum, w i t h much c r e d i t g o i n g t o A r t S c h n o o r who had t h e "know how" a n d w i l l i n g ‑
n e s s t o g e t t h e j o b d o n e . H o w e v e r, w e can n o t r e s t o n o u r l a u r e l s . A c o n t r a c ‑
t o r can f r a m e u p 2 house q u i c k l y , b u t i t t a k e s t i m e and s k i l l t o fi n i s h i t .
The museum i s a t t h e fi n i s h i n g s t a g e now s o y o u r i d e a s a n d h e l p a r e needed.

Many S e n i o r members who o r g a n i z e d t h e S o c i e t y a r e unab le t o c o n t r i b u t e a s
much now a s t h e y d i d i n t h e p a s t . I n v iew o f t h i s , t h e r e i s a g r e a t need f o r
y o u n g e r members t o accep t a n d assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . The museum can b e a g r e a t
a t t r a c t i o n i n t h e c o m m u n i t y. W i t h y o u r h e l p i t w i l l b e .

I f w e r e a d t h e sent iment i n town c o r r e c t l y , w e b e l i e v e t h e r e i s a genu ine
i n t e r e s t in t h e S o c i e t y ' s accomplishments to d a t e . S i n c e we have a l l h e l p e d
p u t Wi lson " o n t h e map", s o ' s to speak, we should a l l share in t h e e f f o r t to
m a i n t a i n t h e museum s o i t w i l l b e ac r e d i t t o t h e town.

Someday, y o u r c h i l d r e n o r g r a n d c h i l d r e n w i l l apprec ia te y o u r f o r e s i g h t and
b e g r a t e f u l t h a t y o u h e l p e d t o preserve t h e i r h e r i t a g e .* * * * * * * *

“SINGER'S SIDEWALK": E d i t h D i e z t e l l s a n i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y a b o u t a p e r i o d
i n Wi l son ' s h i s t o r y when t h e Yo u n g s t o w n Road was paved w i t h cement o n t h e
s o u t h s i d e o n l y . S i n c e Ro land S i n g e r was Town S u p e r v i s o r a t t h e t i m e , t h e
s t r i p o f h i g h w a y was known a s " S i n g e r ' s S i d e w a l k " . C a r s t r a v e l i n g o n t h e n o r t h
S i d e o f t h e r o a d d i d n ' t f a r e t o o w e l l - - e s p e c i a l l y when r a i n s made t h e h ighway
muddy. E d i t h remembers one t i m e h e r b o y f r i e n d came to see h e r . He was dressed
i n w h i t e s h i r t a n d g o o d c l o t h e s a n d w a s n ' t aware h i s c a r windows were open .
A s h e d r o v e a l o n g t h e paved r o a d , h i s m ind i n " c l o u d n i n e " , h e was q u i c k l y
b r o u g h t b a c k t o e a r t h when a n o t h e r c a r p a s s e d h i m and s p l a t t e r e d him w i t h mud.
A c c o r d i n g t o E d i t h , when h e a r r i v e d , h e was a s i g h t t o s e e .* * * * * * % *

PARKING L O T: The p r o b l e m of l o o s e s t o n e s on t h e p a r k i n g l o t w i l l no l o n g e r
b e a h a z a r d t o e l d e r l y members o f t h e S o c i e t y . Thanks t o L e e F a r q u h a r s o n t h e
l o t h a s been covered w i t h fi n e s t o n e a n d r o l l e d down mak ing t h e s u r f a c e smooth
a n d s a f e to w a l k o n . If members w i l l p a r k on e i t h e r t h e e a s t or west s i d e of
t h e l o t , t h e e n t r a n c e w a y can b e k e p t open a l l o w i n g ample space f o r eve ryone .* * * * % % * %

ONE FOR THE BIRDS: I f anyone h a s b e e n w o n d e r i n g why t h e museum s i g n h a s n ' t
been s t r a i g h t e n e d u p , t h e r e i s a g o o d r e a s o n . Each S p r i n g a "mama k i l l d e e r ”
dec ides to h a v e h e r n e s t r i g h t at t h e s p o t whe re t h e s i g n is mounted. C l a r k
S t i m s o n s t a r t e d t o s t r a i g h t e n i t u n t i l h e d i s c o v e r e d t h e b i r d n e s t i n g t h e r e .
I t h a s b e e n " n i p a n d t u c k " each y e a r w h e t h e r t h e h i s t o r i c a l kil ldeer wou ld
evacuate h e r home b e f o r e t h e a n n u a l F a i r . So f a r , she h a s t i m e d h e r
exodus j u s t r i g h t . * * * * * * % *

BUILDING OFFER: One can r e a l i z e how t i m e s h a v e changed s i n c e t h e 30s
w h e n t a l k i n g w i t h f r i e n d l y p e o p l e l i k e M r . a n d M r s . P a u l R e i d . L i k e many o t h e r s
who s u r v i v e d t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n , t h e R e i d s l e a r n e d t h e v a l u e o f a d o l l a r and
knew w h a t i t meant t o h a v e t o l i v e o n a b u d g e t o r w o r k l o n g h a r d h o u r s o n a
f a r m . The o l d b u b l d i n g t h a t was o n c e u s e d a s a m i l k s t o p f o r t h e " h o j a c k " a t
t h e Map le R d . c r o s s i n g , h o l d s many memories f o r t h e R e i d s . I t once s e r v e d a s
t h e i r l i v i n g q u a r t e r s a n d t h e 2nd s t o r y , when u s e d b y t h e r a i l r o a d , opened a t
t h e h e i g h t o f a f r e i g h t c a r d o o r . I t was l a t e r r e fi n i s h e d a s a bedroom. The
R e i d s h a v e o f f e r e d t h e b u i l d i n g t o t h e S o c i e t y b u t a s y e t n o way h a s b e e n
f o u n d t o move i t . # & * * * * *% *

THE OWL: "A w ise o l d o w l s a t on an o a k , t h e more he saw t h e l e s s he spoke ;
The l e s s h e spoke t h e more h e h e a r d ; Why a r e n ' t w e l i k e t h a t w i se o l d b i r d ? "

* * * % * .* + *
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NEW MEMPERS: A h e a r t y welcome t o : new J u n i o r members, M a r k P f o h l a n d M i c h ‑
a e l McCar tan . M a r k is t h e 1 y r . o l d s o n o f D e l b e r t and Joanne P f o h l o f P e k i n , . ,
a n d M i c h a e l i s t h e g r a n d s o n o f E d a n d E l l a Mae P e t e r s o f W i l son . I t i s a l s o
a p l e a s u r e t o welcome 3 new a d u l t members, C l a r e n c e and L u c y Monroe o f ‘Wi lson,
a n d M r s . H a z e l T h i l k o f S o u t h W i l s o n .* * * * * * * *

NEW ROCKLET: The 6 th p u b l i c a t i o n , " P o s t a l S e r v i c e i n t h e Town o f W i l s o n " , i s
now o f f t h e p r e s s . The b o o k l e t was made p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h r e s e a r c h b y H a r o l d 4%.
A l b r i g h t , W i l s o n P o s t m a s t e r f o r 2 1 y e a r s . Two s e t s o f p o s t c a r d s a r e a l s o now
a v a i l a b l e . T h e y f e a t u r e t h e d r a w i n g s o f t h e R.W. & C and N . Y. C e n t r a l s t a ‑
t i o n s wh ich were done b y B e r n e K e n t .

B e l o b y e e e e a a t g a t
DEDICATION: In June, 169¥r'@~e agoy-Reayben W i l s o n , f o u n d e r of t h e town of

W i l s o n , l a n d e d o n t h e shores o f L a k e Ontar io n e a r t h e p r e s e n t i n t e r s e c t i o n o f
M a p l e and E a s t Ta k e Rds . T h e r e h e e r e c t e d h i s fi r s t c a b i n . The h i s t o r i c a l s o c ‑
i e t y w i l l c o n d u c t a b r i e f d e d i c a t i o n o f a m a r k e r a t t h e s i t e i n t h e y a r d o f
M r . a n d M r s . M . H . W h i t e . The ceremony w i l l b e g i n a 7 PM, Monday e v e n i n g ,
June 1 9 t h , p r i o r t o t h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g a t t h e museum.* * * * * * * *

NOMINEES: B u r t J e n n i n g s , Chrm. o f t h e N o m i n a t i n g Comm., h a s submi t ted t h e
f o l l o w i n g s l a t e o f o f fi c e r s a n d t r u s t e e s t o b e v o t e d o n a t t h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g
Monday e v e n i n g , June 19th : P r e s . , D r . J o h n F. A r g u e ; V i c e - P r e s . , Don C r o o p ;
R e c o r d i n g S e c y , C y n t h i a W i l s o n ; C o r r e s p o n d i n g S e c y . , M i s s F l o s s i e L o r t z , and
T r e a s u r e r , M i l l i e C r o o p . T r u s t e e s f o r 3 yrs.(1978-81), W h i t Barnum, Ed
H a s t i n g s , a n d Gwen H e i d e n f e l d t . T r u s t e e f o r 1 y r. (1978 -79 ) , E l w i n U p t o n .* * * * * * * *

JUNE EXHIBIT: The m o n t h l y e x h i b i t w i l l be “ C o l o r e d G l a s s " u n d e r t h e d i r e c ‑
t i o n o f L o i s Barnum. I f y o u h a v e p i e c e s y o u c a n l o a n f o r d i s p l a y , p l e a s e t r y
t o a r r a n g e w i t h o i s t o h a v e them a t t h e museum b y S a t u r d a y , June 3rd.

Ve r n a C a u fi e l d , H o s t e s s C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g members
h a v e a g r e e d t o s e r v e a s h o s t s and h o s t e s s e s Sunday a f t e r n o o n s : June 4th , E d
a n d E l l a Mae P e t e r s ; June 1 1 t h , W i n n i e F i s c h e r a n d H a z e l T h i l k ; June 1 8 t h ,
M a r i o n and " C h u c k " C a m p b e l l ; and June 2 5 t h , Norm and M a r t h a M a c A s k i l l .

% * * * * * *% *
MEETINGS: Trus tees w i l l meet at t h e museum June 14th at 8PM. The r e g u l a r

m e e t i n g w i l l b e a t t h e museum June 19th a t 7:30 PM. John K r a h l i n g , new
C u r a t o r o f t h e N i a g . Co. H i s t . S o c e , w i l l b e gues t speaker and d i scuss f u t u r e
p l a n s and programs of t h e C o u n t y group. P r i o r to t h e program, an e l e c t i o n cf
o f fi c e r s and t rus tees w i l l b e h e l d .

Re f reshmen t h o s t e s s e s f o r t h e m e e t i n g w i l l b e Z i l p n a P e t t y , C h r m . , C l o R e i d ,
and M a r y W e i l e r .

% * + + + + % %

SEEDLINGS DONATED: The Wi lson Conservation C l u b r e c e n t l y donated 200
A u s t r i a n P i n e s e e d l i n g s t o t h e S o c i e t y which were p l a n t e d a t t h e west end o f
t h e p r o p e r t y n o r t h o f t h e t r a c k s . O f fi c e r s and t r u s t e e s who at tended t h e May

Board m e e t i n g p i t c h e d i n t o g e t t h e j o b done u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f Ron
S c h e a r e r . I n c i d e n t a l l y , h a v e y o u n o t i c e d how n i c e t h e " L i b e r t y Tr e e " i s g r o w ‑
i n g n o r t h e a s t o f t h e caboose? I t was a l s o dona ted b y t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n C l u b .* * * * * * * *

"RATTERY M " : O n a r e c e n t t r i p t h r o u g h G e t t y s b u r g , P a . , w e ob ta ined d i r e c t i o n s
f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e on how to l o c a t e t h e imp ress i ve B a t t e r y M mar - |
k e r o n P o w e r ' s H i l l . The c o r n fi e l d t h a t g r e w a r o u n d i t when i t was d e d i c a t e d , :
i s now a r o c k covered woods, a n d w i t h o u t t h e h e l p o f two o b l i g i n g b o y s , J e f f
and C r a i g B o w l i n g , w e m i g h t n e v e r h a v e f o u n d i t .

R a n g e r s t o l d u s t h a t n o t even t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k a t G e t t y s b u r g i s s a f e t o d a y
f r o m d e s e c r a t i o n . Two cannon t h a t h a d b e e n b o l t e d i n cement o n each s i d e o f
t h e B a t t e r y M monument had b e e n removed by t h i e v e s d u r i n g t h e l a t t e r p a r t of
A p r i l , a n d d r a g g e d t o a r o a d some d i s t a n c e away. F o r t u n a t e l y , b e f o r e t h e |
cannon c o u l d b e l o a d e d o n a t r u c k , t h e y w e r e f o u n d b y t h e R a n g e r s a n d removed
t o a p l a c e f o r s a f e k e e p i n g . To o b a d t h e y c o u l d n ' t d o t h e same f o r t h e t h i e v e s .

+ © & & & * #& |

QUESTION???: D i d y o u e v e r wake up in t h e m o r n i n g and s a y to y o u r s e l f , "I
wonde r i f t h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g I c o u l d d o a t t h e museum." Yo u h a v e n ' t ? ? W e l l , |
t o q u o t e a c e r t a i n " C h e v y " d e a l e r , "Shame o ny o u ! "

W e c h e c k e d w i t h L o i s J e n n i n g s , Museum C h f m . , a n d she s a i d t h e r e a r e a number
o f a r e a s w h e r e h e l p i s needed . S h e ' d b e d e l i g h t e d t o h a v e y o u o n h e r team.
Ta k i n g c a r e o f t h e museum c o u l d b e a c h a l l e n g e t o o u r many t a l e n t e d members.
S o , i f y o u ' d r e a l l y l i k e to g e t i n v o l v e d , why n o t j o i n t h e museum commi t tee .

* * + cy * * * *
OUT C F THE PA S T: A n o t h e r e x c e r p t f r o m t h e m i n u t e s o f t h e L a d i e s A i d S o c :

" P r o f . B i x l y commenced a s i n g i n g c l a s s h e r e l a s t n i g h t . A run -away team,
d e v o u t l y i n c l i n e d , came d a s h i n g i n t o t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h y a r d w i t h o u t
d r i v e r or steersman, g u i d e d o n l y by t h e i r own sweet w i l l t h e y t h o u g h t to
a t t e n d " t e a c h e r ' s m e e t i n g " . T h e y were r e c e i v e d w i t h open arms and g e n t l y
d r i v e n t o t h e i r homes a g a i n . " ~ ** * % * * * * *

RECIPES: D o n ' t f o r g e t to send y o u r f a v o r i t e r e c i p e s to N e t t i e S t i m s o n . A
d e a d l i n e f o r g e t t i n g them i n w i l l p r o b a b l y b e s e t a f t e r t h e f a i r s o i f y o u

want y o u r s in t h e S o c i e t y Cookbook, it 's time to g e t s t a r t e d .



ACQUISITIONS: A s l i g h t l y hilarious s i t u a t i o n d e v e l o p e d at t h e M a y m e e t i n g
» when M i s s Mabe l W i l s o n p r e s e n t e d some e x c e p t i o n a l l y b e a u t i f u l ap rons , c h i l d ' s

d r e s s , and o t h e r i t e m s t o t h e S o c i e t y . S h a r o n M o n r o e , Edna M a r t i n , and M i l l i e
C r o o p modeled t h e aprons w h i c h w e r e g i v e n f o r u s e b y t h e r e f r e s h m e n t h o s t e s ‑
s e s . T h e y w i l l b e h u n g i n t h e k i t c h e n ( t h e a p r o n s , n o t t h e h o s t e s s e s ) .

Doc l o o k e d e s p e c i a l l y a p p e a l i n g i n a t i g h t fi t t i n g n i t e c a p , a n d a p a i r o f
b l o o m e r s , w h i c h h e h e l d i n f r o n t o f h i m , comple ted t h e p i c t u r e . L o i s J e n n i n g s
and B e t t y S t i m s o n a l s o a s s i s t e d i n t h e " d e m o n s t r a t i o n " . W e t h a n k M i s s W i l s o n
f o r b r i n g i n g some smi les and l a u g h t e r t o t h e m e e t i n g .* * * * * * * *

VISITORS: It is a l w a y s a p l e a s u r e to welcome f o r m e r r e s i d e n t s and l o n g t i m e
members o f t h e S o c i e t y . W e r e f e r t o M r s . F r a n c e s Landy o f B e l l e v u e , W a s h i n g t o n ,
who expects to be in t h e area u n t i l m i d - J u n e . She was accompanied by h e r
d a u g h t e r , M r s . H a r r i e t N o l a n of N. Tonawanda, who became o u r most r e c e n t
a d u l t member.

* * * * * Eg * *
FLEA MARKET: A recommendation by t h e B o a r d of Tr u s t e e s was approved at t h e

M a y m e e t i n g t o a l l o w members o f t h e S o c i e t y o n l y t o h a v e t a b l e s i n a fl e a
m a r k e t w h i c h w i l l b e h e l d o n t h e f r o n t l a w n o f t h e museum g r o u n d s i n A u g u s t .
A n o m i n a l f e e w i l l be c h a r g e d w i t h d a t e to be announced.* * * + * * * +

ATTRACTION: A t t e n d a n c e at t h e museum c o n t i n u e s to h o l d up w e l l on S u n d a y s ,
and more r e q u e s t s keep c o m i n g i n f o r s p e c i a l v i s i t s . S i x t e e n members o f W i l s o n
G i r l S c o u t T r o o p #116 came t o t h e museum o n M a y 3rd w i t h t h e i r l e a d e r , Mae
Q u i c k . N e t t i e S t i m s o n l e t t h e t r o o p i n a n d s e r v e d a s h o s t e s s f o r t h e g r o u p .
O n S a t u r d a y , May 1 3 t h , t h i r t y one l a d i e s f r o m t h e Y.W.C.A. a t Kenmore , NeYos
came b y b u s , and w e r e e x t r e m e l y p l e a s e d w i t h t h e q u i l t d i s p l a y and o t h e r e x ‑
h i b i t s . D o r o t h y T h i l k , S a r a B e r r y , R e s s i e C o l e , and M i l l i e Croop served
c o f f e e and homemade c o o k i e s t o t h e g u e s t s who were d e l i g h t e d b y t h e i r welcome.* * * * % * + *

COUNTRY FAIR: Monday, May 2 9 t h , i s t h e d a y s e l e c t e d t o h o l d t h e a n n u a l
W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y F a i r . The fi r s t f a i r was h e l d i n 1973 when i t was
p r o p o s e d b y t h e Ways and Means Comm. t h a t t h e S o c i e t y s h o u l d h a v e a t l e a s t
one ma jo r f u n d r a i s i n g even t . The i d e a t o o k h o l d , and thanks to eve ryone ' s
c o - o p e r a t i o n , t h e event has grown b i g g e r and b e t t e r each y e a r .

B e i n g a h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y , F a i r Committees r e p e a t e d l y s t ressed t h e i m p o r ‑
tance o f encou rag ing d e a l e r s o f fi n e a n t i q u e s to come and d i s p l a y t h e i r wares.
The ever i n c r e a s i n g number o f d e a l e r s r e q u e s t i n g space h a s j u s t i fi e d t h e l o g i c
o f such a p o l i c y . A l s o , each y e a r , b l e n d i n g r i g h t i n w i t h t h i s theme, h a s
b e e n t h e g r e a t s h o w i n g o f a n t i q u e c a r s . And t o o , weather p e r m i t t i n g , t h e
l a d i e s have been encouraged to wear t h e i r o l d fash ioned d r e s s e s .

Some entertainment h a s been p r o v i d e d at a l l f a i r s , b u t n o t so much as to
d i s t r a c t f r o m t h e d e a l e r s . A l s o , k n o w i n g t h a t Mom o r Pop would l i k e a chance
to p r o w l around o r v i s i t by themse l ves , p r o v i s i o n s have been made each yea r
t o show f r e e sound movies f o r t h e c h i l d r e n . A s p e c i a l e f f o r t has been made
t o show q u a l i t y fi l m s t h r o u g h t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n & c o u r t e s y o f o u r l o c a l W i l s o r
F r e e L i b r a r y .

E l e a n o r M y e r s , Genera l C h r m . , h a s proposed t h a t s t a r t i n g t h i s y e a r a g r e a t e r
emphasis be p l a c e d on t h e "Homecoming t h e m e " . Many can r e c a l l t h e " O l d Home
Weeks" o f t h e 2 0 ' s t h a t a l w a y s were s o p o p u l a r . She f e e l s t h e r e c o u l d b e n o
b e t t e r t i m e t h a n a t t h e S o c i e t y ' s " C o u n t r y F a i r " f o r o l d f r i e n d s and f o r m e r
r e s i d e n t s t o " R e - u n i t e w i t h Y i l s o n i t e s " . A s p e c i a l d i s p l a y o f sc rapbooks a n d
o l d p h o t o g r a p h albums u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f D o r o t h y T h i l k m i g h t w e l l b e a
f o c a l p o i n t f o r o l d f r i e n d s t o g a t h e r a n d r e m i n i s c e . The e x h i b i t w i l l b e a l o n g
t h e d e p o t ' s s o u t h p l a t f o r m .

The S o c i e t y a l s o t r y s t o p r o v i d e a n a d e q u a t e s e l e c t i o n o f t a s t y f o o d s
f e a t u r i n g t h o s e d e l i c i o u s h o t d o g s , c h i l i , s a l a d s , p i e s , lemonade, f r u i t d r i n k ,
c o f f e e a n d d o n u t s . And t h e n t o o t h e r e i s a l w a y s a n ample s u p p l y o f p o p c o r n ,
c h e e s e , and Ress ie ' ’s d e l i c i o u s home made c a n d i e s .

h fl e a marke t t e n t , s o u v e n i r s t a n d , a n d q u i l t r a f fl e a r e a l s o sponsored by
t h e S o c i e t y a s w e l l a s b a l l o o n s a n d fi s h p o n d f o r t h e c h i l d r e n .

I n v iew o f t h e l a r g e number o f v i s i t o r s a t t h e F a i r each y e a r , p a r k i n g
w o u l d b e a problem i f i t w e r e n ’ t f o r t h e s p e c i a l c o u r t e s y ex tended b y t h e s e
f o l l o w i n g b u s i n e s s e s : The Fa rm a n d G a r d e n S u p p l y , P f e i f f e r ' ’ s Foods , C n t a r i o
O r c h a r d s , a n d J a c k P e r r y .

I f t h e f a i r i s a s o c i a l s u c c e s s , i t ' s bound t o b e a fi n a n c i a l s u c c e s s , s o
Come t o t h e F a i r - - B r i n g y o u r f r i e n d s - - Yo u ' l l b e g l a d y o u d i d .* * * * *% * % *

“IILSON BUSINESSMEN: G e n e r o u s suppo r t f r o m t o w n of W i l s o n B u s i n e s s e s h a s
saved t h e S o c i e t y hundreds o f d o l l a r s i n a d v e r t i s i n g c o s t s S ince t h e fi r s t
f a i r i n 1973. T h i s y e a r i s n o e x c e p t i o n . Would y o u b e l i e v e t h a t 7 3 bus iness
men and women responded t o t h i s y e a r ' s appea l? M i l l i e C r o o p p e r s o n a l l y
c o n t a c t e d each of them b u t is a l i t t l e concered t h a t she may h a v e over looked
someone. I f s u c h i s t h e c a s e , she o f f e r s h e ra p o l o g i e s .

% * * * * * * *

WANT T O HELP? P l e a s e r e f e r t o b a c k o f t h i s page f o r s u g g e s t i o n s .* * * * * * * *
BON MOT: I f i t w a s n ' t f o r t h e o p t i m i s t , t h e p e s s i m i s t wou ld neve r know

how h a p p y h e w a s n ' t .
~ x

* * * * * * * *



M Ake Your FAIR A WINNER §

This is how you can help ‑

Foon: LOIS BARNUM ¢GWEN HEIDENFELDT:
Prease Brine Sarans; Pies;

SHeet Cakes; Bakeo Beans ¢ Cookies.

Atsums: DOROTHY THILK: Otpb ScrapBooxs or
ProrocrapH Arsums Neepep.

Prants: KAY NESS ¢JANE MOXHAMs Couzo Use

House Prants‐ Potreo or HANGING.

Canny: BESSIE COLE: Home Mave CANDIES ‑

Brine Your Favorite ConFecrTIoN,

FLEA Marker: LOIS JENNINGS: Leave Your
Fleas Bewtno Piano Jn Mustum Or Catt
Lois For Pick vue,

Qu I L T: NETTIE STIMSON: T r y To Sere Your
Booxs OFTiexets Berore Fair.
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ABSOLUTE CHARTERS Mr. Richard C. Southard, Attorney, has informed the Wilson
Historical Society that the Society's application for an Absolute Charter was
approved by the New York State Board of Regents, June 23, 1978. The charter
certificate will be prepared and forwarded to Mr. Southard in a few months.
The resolution adopted by the Board of Regents is as follows!
WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY: An application having been made by and on behalf

of the trustees of the Wilson Historical Society, Wilson, that its provisional
charter be made absolute, and it appearing that the conditions for an absolute
charter have been met, it was
Voted, that the provisional charter of the Wilson Historical Society, loca­

ted in the town and village of Wilson, county of Niagara, State of New York,
which was granted by the Board of Rengents on February 20, 1975. be and the
same hereby is made absolute.
The Society appreciates the work done by Mr. Southard in handling this very

important step in the growth of the Wilson Historical Society.************
NEW MEMBERS: The Wilson Historical Society warmly welcomes the following

new members: Miss Mildred Mudge of Ohio? Dr. and Mrs. Willard Bemhoft of
Eggertsville; Harry Rohring of Lockport;' Herbert Khaler and Rev. R. Carlton
Fausett of Newfane; and Mrs. Florence Gath, Leah andAlanson Bigelow, Mr. and
Mrs. Roger Ward, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Stevens, Raymond Geiser, and Kimberly
Hunter—all from Wilson.****** «■»«*««

ELECTION RESULTS: At the regular meeting on June 19th, officers and trustees
were elected as follows;

President, Dr. John F. Argue; Vice-President, Don Croop; Rec. Secy., Cynthia
Wilson; Cor. Secy. Miss Flossie Lortz; and Treasurer, Millie Croop.

Trustees for 3 yrs.(1978-81), Whitney Barnum, Ed Hastings, and Gwen Heiden-
feldt. Trustee for 1 yr.(1978-79), Elwin Upton.************

DEDICATION: The Historical Sites Comm, with Dorothy Thilk.Chrm., dedicated
a marker at the Reuben Wilson landing site near Maple and Lake Rd., June 19th
at 7:00 PM. Nearly 30 persons attended the ceremony which was held in the yard
of Mr. and Mrs. M» H. White. Whitney Barnum, town supervisor, took charge of
the program and introduced Virginia Fittro, direct descendent of Rdben Wilson,
who spoke briefly. Other prominent guests were Richard Reed, Niag. Co, Histor­
ian, and John Krahling, Curator of the Niag. Co. Hist. Society.

The Society is indebted to Joe Higgins who painted the marker and post, and
to Lee Farquarson who erected it in the beautiful setting of the White yard.************
THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Daniel W. Carter was born in Wilson in 1882 and lived in .

the community until the time of his demise, June 17, 1956. Mr. Carter was a
well known Maple Rd. farmer for many years. He later moved to the village
where he sold baskets and spray materials. He married Alice Bull of East Wil­
son and they had three children, Janet (Mrs. Roger Jerge), Marjorie,(Mrs. John
Williams),.and Maxine (Mrs. Donald Tolsma). Daniel sang in the Exley Methodist
Church choir for many years and was active in the Masons, Odd Fellows, Woodmen
of America, and Wilson School Board.

************
FAIR'WINNERS: Bob Hartz of Wilson was the Winner of the cross stitch quilt

raffled off at this year's Fair. Gene Sobolik of Lincoln, Neb., was winner of
the 2nd prize, a hand crafted doll house by Art Schnoor.
Lori Myers was this year's winner in the Sr. division of the home made pie

contest. Three prizes were awarded in the Junior Div. to Sharon Schotz (1st);
Robert Steblein (2nd), and Cathy Steblein (3rd). All contestants can not be
winners, but it is agreed that all the pies entered were.************

BON MOT: Experience is a wonderful thing. It enables you to recognize a
mistake when you make it again.********.****



NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE TOUR: The bus will leave the depot at 12 Noon for the
annual historic tour. Reservations should be made with Lois Barnum right
away if you wish to be included. As of this Newsletter, there were still 24
seats available on the bus. Lunch is optional. You may either bring a basket
lunch or make reservations with Lois to eat at our destination. As a reminder,
bus fare is $2.00 per person which includes bridge fees. Date—July 16th.************ ------
ANNUAL PICNIC: The annual picnic for families of the Society will be held

Sunday, August 6th at 1:00 PM on the museum grounds. Elderly members of the
community will again be invited as special guests, so we suggest that everyone
bring an extra large dish to pass so that they may be accomodated. Millie
Croop, assisted by Dorothy Thilk, will arrange for this year’s picnic and
notes that everyone should bring their own table service, (chairs optional)
No formal program is planned for our guests since it is felt they welcome

this opportunity to visit with old friends, however, Dr. Argue will present
a short slide program of Society activities for any who would like to see them.************

FLEA MARKET: A flea market for members of the Wilson Historical Society
will be held on Sunday, August 13th, from 11:00 to 5’00 PM. Betty Stimson and
Norm MacAskill are in charge of advertising and arrangements, and wish to
emphasize that space will be allotted to members of the Society in good standing
only. The Board of Trustees approved the idea of having the flea market as a
way of saying "thank you" to dealers within our Society who give of their time
to make the annual fair a resounding success. Give your name to Betty or Norm
if you plan to have a table for this event.********* ***
WESTERN TRIP: Millie and I recently returned home from a four week trip in

the "Wild West". Highlights of our journey included a visit to Fort Robinson
in Nebraska, a trek over the Big Hom Mts. and visit to Yellowstone Park in
Wyoming, a look at the battleground on the Little Big Horn River in Montanna
where Custer made his last stand, and a visit with our son Howard and family
in Rapid City, South Dakota. In view of our extended stay and the summer
season, we have decided to have one Newsletter for July and August.************
ACQUISITIONS windmill has been donated to the Wilson Historical Society by

Jim Reynolds of Roosevelt Beach. It is dismantled and and ready for assembly.
Jim will help erect it sometime during August providing we can get a few men
to give him a hand. >• .************
NEW RUG: After weeks of searching and comparing, a carpet has been installed

in the Patterson Room by Jack Naslund, Hamilton & Clark, Wilson. The rug is a
mottled green, and blends well with the walls and furnishings. The rug comm.,
appointed by the Board of Trustees-, was made up of Betty Stimson, Chrm., Lois
Bamum, and Lois Jennings.************

COOKBOOK: We believe that many of the best cooks in our area are members of
the Wilson Historical Society. That is why we urge you to take a few minutes
off to write down your favorite recipes and turn them in to either Nettie
Stimson, Lois Bamum, Carole Schnoor, or Christine Goodman. A deadline has
been set for August 15th so please hurry.

The committee is also interested in hearing from out-of-State members. It is
planned to put the names and addresses of all persons submitting recipes in
the book and it would be especially nice to have out-of-towners included. Our
away from home members seldom have an opportunity to participate in Society
activities, but this is one way you can. Don't delay any longer—put your
favorite recipes in an envelope and mail to Nettie Stimson, Lake St., Wilson.***********

COUNTRY FAIR: It goes without saying that this year's Country Fair was the
most successful to date. Eleanor Myers, General Chrm., wishes to convey her
warmest appreciation to all Committee Chrm., and everyone else who helped to
bring the Fair to a happy conclusion.************

MUSEUM EXHIBIT: The,colored glass exhibit,which started in June, is being ■
held over through July and August. It is probably one of the prettiest dis- j
plays to date, and everyone is urged to see it. The Society thanks all who
loaned pieces for it and Lois Bamum and Lois Jennings are to be congratulated
for the tasteful way the glassware was arranged.
There has been some serious discussion about extending the time for monthly

exhibits. There is a considerable amount of work involved and it is felt that
more people could have an opportunity to enjoy them if they were maintained
for a longer period of time.
Eleanor Myers is in charge of preparing two exhibits for the Patterson room.

Cne will be a "primitive" kitchen, and the other an early 1900 model. It is
expected to have one completed in July, and possibly both by August 1st.
Hostesses for July and August starting July 9th are: Gwen Heidenfeldt and

Betty Stimsonj July 16th, Helen Borngraeber; July 23rd, Cynthia Wilson and
Marie Getman; July 30th, Margaret and Mabel Wilson. Aug. 6th (Picnic); Aug.13th,
(Flea Market); Aug. 20th Marietta Goodman and Edna Martin; and Aug. 27th, Don
and Millie Croop HAVE A NICE SUMMER.........................,
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WILSON PLOW: Many a f u r r o w was t u r n e d o v e r o n N i a g a r a and E r i e Co. f a r m s b y
a p l o w t h a t ga ined fame y e a r s a g o as t h e " W i l s o n P l o w " . I t was p roduced a t t h e
Barnum, “Wilson & Co. F o u n d r y i n t h e v i l l a g e where a g r i c u l t u r a l implements and
c a s t i n g s were a l s o made. The f o u n d r y was e s t a b l i s h e d b y D a v i d L . Barnum and
a s s o c i a t e s G e o r g e E . W i l s o n a n d J n o . 5S. “Wi lson.

L e s t e r Va g n e r o f S a n b o r n , a cous in o f t h e l a t e S t a n l e y B o r n g r a e b e r , donated
one o f t h e s e p l o w s t o t h e W i l s o n museum and i t i s i n f a i r l y g o o d c o n d i t i o n .
The name, D. TL. Barnum, 1856, and W i l s o n , N . Y. a r e p l a i n l y l e g i b l e in r a i s e d
l e t t e r s .

D a v i d L. Barnum was b o r n J u l y 3 0 , 1825 on t h e f a m i l y homestead lkmown as
"Rarmmum's Te r r a c e ” in t h e town of B r i g h t o n , Monroe C o . H i s f a t h e r , R i c h a r d
Barnum, was b o r n a c . 1789 a t D a n b u r y , C o n n . , and h i s w i f e , E l e c t a I l o y d , b o r e
h i m S sons . H e r f a t h e r , D a v i d T- l oyd , was k i l l e d i n t h e War o f 1812 and i s e n ‑
tombed a t L e w i s t o n , N . Y.

David lL. Barnum purchased and operated a f a r m in ‘ / i l s o n f o r 2 y e a r s p r i o r to
moving t o t h e v i l l a g e where h e opened a n i r o n f o u n d r y . H e m a r r i e d E l i z a b e t h
D y r e r t , June 16, 1851, and t h e y had 3 sons , Dav id C . , who s tud ied l a w ; C h a r l e s ,
who became a book -keepe r f o r t h e B u f f a l o Carriaze C o . ; and John E . , who became
a t i c k e t agent f o r t h e R . V. & C . a t t h e S t a t e S t . o f fi c e i n R o c h e s t e r , N . Y.

% + * * % * * * & *

SUMMER ACTIVITIES: A s p e c i a l “ a u t h o r ' s day” was h e l d in June to c i r c u l a t e
t h e S o c i e t y ' s l a t e s t p u b l i c a t i o n , “ P o s t a l S e r v i c e i n t h e Town o f W i l s o n . " O v e r
40 v i s i t o r s had t h e oppor tun i t y to purchase b o o k l e t s p e r s o n a l l y autographed by
H a r o l d A l b r i g h t , W i l son Postmaster f o r 21 y e a r s . A l s o presen t _was Wi lson 's
c u r r e n t P o s t m a s t e r, M r . Dean S t o b e r l . C a r o l H a s t i n g s , C h e r y l Prown, H e l e n
French, D o r o t h y T h i l k , and D o r o t h y L i n n a b e r y e r a c i o u s l y se rved a s h o s t e s s e s .
Cook ies and t e a were s e r v e d w i t h E s t h e r A l b r i g h t a n d M r s . Dean S t o b e r l p o u r i n g .

I n J u l y , 4 4 members b o a r d e d a b u s a t t h e W i l s o n museum t o v i s i t N i a g a r a - o n ‑
t h e - L a k e i n Canada. A w a l k i n g t o u r o f t h e v i l l a g e and v i s i t t o t h e town o f
N i a g a r a museum was c l imaxed by a d e l i c i o u s l u n c h s e r v e d at Moorad ian 's C o a t o f
A r m s , T-ewis ton, N . Y.

The a n n u a l p i c n i c was h e l d i n Ausust w i t h M i l l i e C r o o p and D o r o t h y T h i l k i n
charse of arrangements. A committee composed of L o i s a n d F u r t J e n n i n g s , C a r o l e
S c h n o o r, G a r n e t t e and E l w i n U p t o n , and A r t h u r and G e r t r u d e Sechnoor t o o k c a r e
o f s e a t i n g , s e r v i n g , and c l e a n - u p . They t h a n k a l l who p i t c h e d i n t o h e l p o u t .
S i x t y two persons a t t e n d e d t h e p i c n i c i n c l u d i n g 2 5 g u e s t s . F o l l o w i n g a b o u n t i ‑
f u l b u f f e t l u n c h , D r . A r g u e showed s l i d e s i n t h e P a t t e r s o n Room t a k e n a t t h i s
y e a r ' s C o u n t r y F a i r . 4 s u r p r i s e added a t t r a c t i o n was an e x c e l l e n t p resen ta t i on
o n W i l l i a m s b u r g , Vae G u e s t s en joyed r e n e w i n g o l d a c q u a i n t a n c e s a n d v i e w i n g t h e
" E a r l y S e t t l e r ' s " k i t c h e n s e t u p i n t h e museum b y E l e a n o r M y e r s , L o i s R a r n u m ,
and N e t t i e S t i m s o n . Joe Hiseins h e l p e d o u t a s c o n s u l t a n t .

‘ " fi r s t " f o r t h e S o c i e t y was a F l e a M a r k e t h e l d o n t h e g r o u n d s A u g u s t 13th .
The i d e a o r i g i n a t e d w i t h t h e Roard o f T r u s t e e s who f e l t t h a t s i n c e many mem‑
t e r s had g i v e n o f t h e i r t i m e and t a l e n t s t o make t h e C o u n t r y F a i r a success
t h e y s h o u l d b e r e c o g n i z e d w i t h a s p e c i a l d a y o f t h e i r own. O n l y members o f t h e
S o c i e t y were e l i g i b l e t o p u t u p t a b l e s w i t h a nomina l f e e o f $1 .00 c h a r g e d t o
c o v e r a d v e r t i s i n g i n t h e R e t a i l e r , P e n n y s a v e r , and Un ion S u n a n d J o u r n a l .* * * * 2 * * * * *

“ E A N U P " : The fi n e f o o d and s e r v i c e at Mooradian 's C o a t of Arms in L e w i s t o n
prompted t h e A r g u e f a m i l y to p l a y a r e t u r n engagement a week l a t e r . G l a n c i n g
a b o u t t h e r o o m , D o c ' s eyes were d r a w n t o a p i c t u r e o n t h e w a l l t h a t l o o k e d
v e r y much l i k e t h e ‘ / i l s o n museum. Upon c l o s e r examination he was p leased to
d i s c o v e r t h a t i t was a l e t t e r w r i t t e n o n H i s t . S o c . s t a t i o n a r y b y L o i s F a r n u m ,
t o u r c h a i r m a n , t h a n k i n g Mooradian'’s f o r t h e i r e x c e l l e n t s e r v i c e . The l e t t e r
had b e e n f ramed and h u n g on t h e w a l l o f t h e restaurant .* % * * * * % * + *

NCTICE: ‘ " “ s t a r " b y t h e a d d r e s s l a b e l o n t h i s n e w s l e t t e r i n d i c a t e s n o more
c o p i e s can b e sen t t o y o u u n t i l y o u r dues a r e p a i d .* * * * * * ¥ x + %

PON MCT: F a i t h is kmowing t h e r e is an ocean because y o u h a v e seen a brook.



LAND ACQUIRED: G e o r g e W. B a d g e r , D . V. M . , of L o c k p o r t , h a s d o n a t e d a p p r o x i ‑
m a t e l y 4 % a c r e s o f l a n d west o f t h e museum t o t h e Town o f W i l s o n . The l a n d
w i l l g r e a t l y expand t h e a r e a now a v a i l a b l e f o r H i s t . S o c . a c t i v i t i e s , a n d i t .
w i l l b e d e s i g n a t e d a s Badger P a r k . a

D r . B a d g e r, a g r a d u a t e o f W i l s o n H i g h S c h o o l a n d Ve t e r i n a r i a n s c h o o l a t C o r ‑
n e l l U n i v e r s i t y , m a r r i e d Rosemary G a f n e y, home ecenomics t e a c h e r a t t h e Wi l son
s c h o o l . They made t h e i r home on L a k e S t . where t h e C l a r k St imsons now r e s i d e .
D r . Badge r s t a r t e d p r a c t i s i n g h i s p r o f e s s i o n a t W i l s o n i n 1935 and remained i n
t h e v i l l a g e f o r t e n y e a r s . T h e y moved t o L o c k p o r t i n 1946 t o t h e i r p r e s e n t home
o n L o c u s t S t r e e t E x t e n s i o n .* * * * * * * = * ¥

LIFE MEMBERS: The S o c i e t y g r a t e f u l l y welcomes t h e e n r o l l m e n t o f John M y e r s
a n d E l e a n o r H i n c h l i f f e M y e r s a s t h e 2 0 t h a n d 2 1 s t L i f e members i n t h e Wi l son
H i s t . S o c . I t i s a l s o a r e a l p l e a s u r e t o welcome L a u r i e A l b r i g h t , S h a d i g e e R d . ,
as t h e newest J u n i o r Member.

# + * + * * * * % *

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: The f o l l o w i n g p e r s o n s , f o r v a r i o u s r e a s o n s , h a v e r e ‑
l i n q u i s h e d t h e i r o f fi c e s i n t h e S o c i e t y . H o p e f u l l y , t h e i r d e c i s i o n w i l l b e tem ‑
p o r a r y and t h e y ' l l once a g a i n j o i n i n t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f s e r v i n g : R e x S t a c y ,
D o r o t h y L o r t , a n d Berne K e n t , t r u s t e e s ; J o e H i g g i n s , V i c e - P r e s . ; M a r t h a M a c ‑
A s k i l l , S e c y . ; a n d N e t t i e S t i m s o n , C o r . S e c y . ; a l s o , D o r o t h y L o r t , G e n e a l o g i c a l ;
W i n i f r e d F i s c h e r , Re f reshmen ts ; Ed P e t e r s , G rounds ; Nancy K e n t , L i b r a r y ; Ve rna
C a u fi e l d , Sunday h o s t e s s e s ; and E r n e s t i n e Wa l p o l e , Ways a n d Means .

+ * * * * * * * * *
NEW CHAIRMEN: One of t h e most i m p o r t a n t j obs in t h e S o c i e t y is t h e s e l e c t i o n

o f committee chairmen. T h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f a l l s o n t h e P r e s i d e n t . The re a r e
p r e s e n t l y 1 9 w o r k a r e a s where i t i s f e l t a commit tee c a n b e s t f u n c t i o n i n t h e \
i n t e r e s t o f t h e S o c i e t y . They a r e a s f o l l o w s : By -Laws , K a r l W r i g h t ; Caboose,
Bob R o s e ; F a i r , E l e a n o r M y e r s ; G e n e a l o g i c a l , C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d ; G r o u n d s , E l w i n
U p t o n ; H i s t o r i c S i t e s , D o r o t h y T h i l k ; Housekeep ing , B e t t y S t i m s o n ; L i b r a r y ,
H e l e n F r e n c h ; Membership, C h r i s t i n e Ke lman ; Museum, L o i s J e n n i n g s ; P l a n n i n g ,
Wh i t Barnum; P r o g r a m , Norm M a c A s k i l l ; P u b l i c a t i o n s , Don C r o o p ; P u b l i c i t y , D o r ‑
o t h y L i n n a b e r y ; Q u i l t , F l o r e n c e S c h u l t z ; Refreshments, M a r i e t t a Goodman; Sunday
Hostesses, Edna Rose ( a s s i s t e d by L u c y Monroe) ; a n d Ways 2 n d Means, L o i s Barnum.
Two comm. heads a r e mandated: Memor ia l , T r e a s u r e r , ( M i l l i e Croop); and A c q u i s i ‑
t i o n s , Museum Chrm., ( L o i s Jennings).

If y o u wish to j o i n a committee, con tac t any of t h e above persons. If y o u
have ideas o r suggest ions t h a t cou ld h e l p t h e Soc ie t y - - speak u p .* * % % * * * * * *

NEWBUILDING??: D u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r : t h e r e has been some discussion r e g a r d ‑
i n g t h e e r e c t i o n o f a s t e e l and concrete b u i l d i n g s u i t a b l e f o r h o u s i n g a n t i q u e
ca rs and o t h e r l a r g e museum a c q u i s i t i o n s . “Whit Barnum s t a t e d a t t h e August
t r u s t e e meet ing t h a t t h e P l a n n i n g Board can n o t make proposa ls f o r e r e c t i n g a
b u i l d i n g un less t h e membership fi r s t g i v e s i t s a p p r o v a l . Consequen t l y i t was
decided to t a k e a b a l l o t vote at t h e September 18th r e g u l a r m e e t i n g . I f t h e
p r o p o s i t i o n i s passed, t h e P l a n n i n g Board w i l l s t u d y p o s s i b l e procedures and,
as i s cus tomary, make i t s p r o p o s a l s to t h e Boa rd o f Trus tees .* * * * * + * & * *

MUSEUM ATTRACTIONS: The s p e c i a l “ E a r l y S e t t l e r ' s " k i t c h e n in t h e P a t t e r s o n
Room w i l l _.... be con t i nued t h r o u g h t h e months o f September and O c t o b e r . The
c o l o r e d g l a s s d i s p l a y w i l l be r e p l a c e d in September by a r t i f a c t s donated to
t h e museum in t h e p a s t . Sunday hos tesses announced by Edna Rose a r e as f o l l o w s : \
S e p t . 3 r d , Bob a n d Edna R o s e ; S e p t . 1 0 t h , F e n t o n a n d Bess ie C o l e ; S e p t . 1 7 t h , |
J i m and Sharon M o n r o e ; and S e p t 24, A r t a n d G e r t r u d e S c h n o o r . ,* * * * * * * * * *

FIREMEN RESPOND: The S o c i e t y g o t a h e l p i n g hand f r o m W i l s o n Vo l u n t e e r F i r e - ,
men who moved t h e e x t r e m e l y h e a v y t r a i n equipment f r o m t h e museum t o t h e home
o f Norm G r u n d h o e f f e r, Beebe Rd . The j o b was d i f fi c u l t a s one e n g i n e a l o n e was
1 ,000 l b s . The t r a i n s were a b i g a t t r a c t i o n f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , b u t when t h e
P a t t e r s o n Room was remode led , two l a r g e e n g i n e s h a d to be s t o r e d in an a r e a
where t h e y c o u l d n e i t h e r b e s e e n r p r a p p r e c i a t e d . I n r e s p o n s e t o a r e q u e s t b y |
P r e s . A r g u e , Mike K r e s s e n l i s t e d t h e a i d o f a b o u t 1 0 h u s k y fi r e m e n who d o n a t e d |
a n e v e n i n g o f t h e i r t i m e t o move t h e t r a i n s a n d t r a c k s .* * * * * % * * * %

MEETINGS: T r u s t e e s w i l l meet in museum, 8 PM, Wed. e v e n i n g , September 13th.
The r e g u l a r m e e t i n g w i l l convene at 7:30 Pm s h a r p , Monday e v e n i n g , September 18.
P r o g r a m w i l l b e a s l i d e t a l k o n C o v e r e d B r i d g e s b y M r . E u g e n e S u l e c k i o f R o c h ‑
e s t e r . The m e e t i n g w i l l f o l l o w h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n s i n c e h e h a s t o b e b a c k i n
R o c h e s t e r at 10:30 PM. Refreshment h o s t e s s e s , a c c o r d i n g to M a r i e t t a Goodman,
w i l l b e : E d i t h Diez,Chrm., Helen Borngraeber y and H e l e n S a y e r .* *

LCST & FOUND: One s t a i n l e s s s t e e l s e r v i n g spoon used a t p i c n i c . I f anyone
p i c k e d i t u p b y mis take , p l e a s e c a l l G a r n e t t e U p t o n . . . a l s o , F l o r e n c e S c h u l t z
h a s an aluminum p i e p l a t e l e f t at t h e F a i r . Yo u may have it by c a l l i n g h e r .* * & + * * + * * %

VISITORS: Lad ies of t h e N i a g a r a F a l l s C h a p t e r, D . A . R . , v i s i t e d t h e museum
a f t e r a p i c n i c a t t h e T h i l k c o t t a g e . E l e a n o r M y e r s h o s t e d t h e g r o u p .

x is * + % % * * * * \ACHIEVEMENT: The man who r o w s t h e b o a t g e n e r a l l y d o e s n ' t have t i m e to r o c k i t . |* * * * * % 2 + * *
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THE 19th INDEPENDENT RATTERY: It h a s b e e n s t a t e d t h a t , p e r c a p i t a , W i l s o n
h a d more s o l d i e r s in t h e C i v i l Wa r t h a n anv o t h e r community in New Yo r k . The
i n t r i g u i n g s t o r y o f " B i l l y Sherman" h a s f o c u s e d much o f o u r a t t e n t i o n o n t h e
100 men o f F a t t e r y M , 1 s t N . Y. L i g h t A r t i l l e r y . Now, f r o m t i m e t o t i m e , w e
w o u l d l i k e t o m e n t i o n some o f t h e 284 men who e n l i s t e d f r o m Wi l son i n o t h e r
u n i t s d u r i n g t h e w a r . Cne s u c h u n i t was t h e 19th I n d e p e n d e n t B a t t e r y , L i g h t
A r t i l l e r y , o f t h e New Yo r k Vo l u n t e e r s .

The 19th was r e c r u i t e d f r o m L o c k p o r t , A labama, P o r t e r , and W i l s o n . I t se rved
3 y e a r s f r o m C e t o b e r 2 7 , 1362 u n t i l June 1 3 t h , 1865, and engaged i n some o f
t h e severes t a c t i o n o f t h e w a r. The R a t t e r y f o u g h t g a l l a n t l y i n t h e P a t t l e o f
t h e W i l d e r n e s s a n d S p o t s y l v a n i a C o u r t House w h e r e G e n e r a l G r a n t succeeded i n
d e s t r o y i n g L e e ' s o f f e n s i v e p o w e r. The 19th a l s o t o o k p a r t i n t h e S i e g e o f
P e t e r s b u r g , P a t t l e o f t h e C r a t e r , a n d F a l l o f P e t e r s b u r g . A m e m b e ro f t h e
1 9 t h , P v t . W. C . P e c k , a t t r i b u t e d t h e B a t t e r y w i t h h a v i n g a s u p e r i o r g r o u p o f
men and e x c e p t i o n a l l y fi n e h o r s e s . H e s a i d t h e ho rses were i n " t i p t o p " shape
because t h e y were ca red f o r by c o u n t r y b o y s who had " g r o w n up” w i t h h o r s e s .
S i n c e such was t h e case t h e y wou ld r a t h e r miss t h e i r own d inners t h a n a l l o w
t h e i r h o r s e s t o s u f f e r h u n g e r . . .

Tw e n t y men vo lun tee red f r o m Wi lson to se rve w i t h t h e 19th i n c l u d i n g George
P, A u s t i n , C h a r l e s W. Peebe, Ransom E . P i g a l o w, W i l l i a m Coan, Dav id F r i n k ,
John A. Hambl in , Theodore Hawné; Jame A. H i l l , James H. Hotchk in , W i l l i a mH.
H o t c h k i n , Thomas K e l l e y , K e n r y Kent ,“Daniel Lehn , John McCoy, Mark McKenzie,
James S. M o r r i s o n , “Wil l iam F. Parsons;*.2nd L i e u t . Gideon R i t c h m e y e r, Judson
Van M a r t e r , and Nimrod Wh i t e . a g

* + + %F & a ae * 7

NEW MEMRERS: 4 w o r d o f welcome to f o r m e r Wi l son i te , M r s . Max (Veron ica ) R a n ‑
som o f To s ‘ n s e l e s , C a l i f o r n i a . Ve r o n i c a j o i n e d - t h e S o c i e t y w h i l e v i s i t i n g t h e
museum r e c e n t l y . I t i s a l s o a p l e a s u r e t o welcome our most r e c e n t new member,
M r s . L u c i l l e Goodman S c h m i t t o f M a r i e t t a , O h i o . ;

te * # * #* * * * % *

R A I N R C . ) CCUNTRY: F rom Sep tember 30th to O c t o b e r 8 t h , ‘ t h e fi r s t annua l " R a i n ‑
bow C o u n t r y " t r o u t a n d sa lmon d e r b y w i l l b e h e l d i n N i a g a r a C o u n t y - - - a n d when
one t a l k s a b o u t fi s h i n g , o n e ’ s t h o u g h t s t u r n t o W i l s o n , N . Y. B i g C h i n o o k S a l ‑
mon, Brown, a n d Rainbow T r o u t a r e m o v i n g i n now i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r f a l l spawn‑
i n g r u n s . Sa lmon u p t o 3 2 l b s . h a v e b e e n c a u g h t a l o n g t h e L a k e s h o r e s , a n d 1 0
t o 1 4 pound t r o u t a r e n o t uncommon. I n .1976, when W i l s o n ' s B i c e n t e n n i a l Com‑
m i t t e e h a d 8,000 b r o c h u r e s p r i n t e d d e s c r i b i n g W i l s o n a s t h e " B o a t i n g and F i s h ‑
i n g P a r a d i s e " o f N i a g a r a C o u n t y , i t w a s n ’ t a n i d l e b o a s t b u t r a t h e r a w e l l
c a l c u l a t e d  p r o j e c t i o n .

E i g h t new l a u n c h ramps h a v e b e e n comp le ted in t h e a r e a a n d more a r e expec t ‑
e d . P a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s a r e b e i n e r e a d i e d . I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t 1 2 m i l l i o n
p e r s o n s a r e v i s i t i n g "Ra inbow C o u n t r y " a n n u a l l y . A n i n fl u x o f fi s h e r m e n i n t h e
s p r i n g a n d f a l l w i l l a d d t o t h e s e fi g u r e s - - n o t o n l y i n N i a g a r a C o u n t y , b u t i n
W i l s o n as w e l l . Many t o u r i n g a n d camping. f a m i l i e s who f o l l o w t h e N i a g a r a T r a i l
l i k e i n f o r m a t i o n o n l o c a l p o i n t s o f i n t e r e s t . T h i s i s where o u r l o c a l museun,
w i t h i t s many fi n e e x h i b i t s , c a n p r o v e t o b e a n added a t t r a c t i o n .

% x a x * * * * % *%

I N D I A l ; TCKE: “ l e r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d t h e o l d G . A . R . museum a t L i t t l e V a l l e y , N . Y.
t o s e e t h e l i f e t i m e c o l l e c t i o n o f I n d i a n r e l i c s assembled b y t h e l a t e E b e r lL.
R u s s e l l , f o r m e r h i s t o r i a n a t P e r r y s b u r g , N . Y . , a n d S e n e c a I n d i a n s c h o l a r . H i s
o l d I n d i a n map, i d e n t i c a l t o t h e one i n t h e P a t t e r s o n Room, i s a l s o p r o m i n e n t l y
d i s p l a y e d . T h e r e a r e o n l y a f e w o f t h e s e r a r e maps i n e x i s t e n c e , b u t t h a n k s t o
B e s s i e C o l e , M r . R u s s e l l ' s d a u g h t e r , t h e W i l s o n museum h a s o n e .% * % * * + % * %* *

EARVEST FESTIV ’T. : The Newfane H i s t . S o c . w i l l h o l d a " H a r v e s t F e s t i v a l " , S u n ‑
d a y , C e t 8 t h f r o m 1 2 t o 5 PM. A v a r i e t y o f a c t i v i t i e s a r e p l a n n e d . D e a l e r s a r e
we lcome. C a l l 778-8286 o r 77%-9618 f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n .x 4 4%© % 4 & & &

PCN MOT: I wondered why somebody d i d n ' t d o s o m e t h i n g - - - t h e n I r e a l i z e d t h a t
I a m s o m e b o d y. .* ¢* *© *« ** 8 © F 4+



EUILDIN: CK 'D : F o l l o w i n g a n i n t e r e s t i n g ‘slide prog ram o n t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e
and c o n s t r u c t i o n o f covered wooden b r i d g e s , p r e s e n t e d b y M r . Eugene S u l e c k i o f
R o c h e s t e r , t h e S o c i e t y t o o k a p e s i t i v e s t a n d o n a c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o g r a m o f i t s
own. “ i t h o n l y one n e g a t i v e v o t e c a s t , t h e p r o p o s i t i o n t o e r e c t a new s t e e l
a n d conc re te b u i l d i n g was app roved . I t i s f e l t t h a t t h i s w i l l p r o v i d e much
needed space t o d i s p l a y a n t i q u e c a r s o r o t h e r i t e m s t o o l a r g e f o r e x h i b i t i n g
‘ n t h e d e p o t . The m a t t e r i s now i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e P l a n n i n g Board a n d T r u s t e e s
f o r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . * * * % * * x * * *

REUNION: The 1928 g r a d u a t i o n c l a s s f r o m V i l s o n H i g h S c h o o l r e c e n t l y h e l d
t h e i r 50th r e u n i o n s t a r t i n g w i t h a Punch F a r t y a t t h e home o f t h e i r a d v i s o r ,
M i s s M a b e l Y i l s o n . The a f t e r n o o n was spent r e m i n i s c i n g and l o o k i n g a t o l d p i c ‑
t u r e s , a n d t h e sreup was t r e a t e d t o ' a p l e a s a n t s u r p r i s e when f r i e n d s and n e i g h ‑
b o r s p a r a d e d to t h e scene accompanied by t n e s t r a i n s of a t i n p a n band . A fi n e
d i n n e r f o l l o w e d f o r members and t h e i r spouses a t H a r d i n g ' s Res tau ran t .

O f t h e 1 7 g r a d u a t e s , 1 5 a r e s t i l l l i v i n g . A l l c l a s s o f fi c e r s a t t e n d e d i n c l u d ‑
i n g Max ine F i t c h G n a g e , P r e s ; M a y o r K e n n e t h W e l k e r , V i c e - P r e s ; C a r r i e S t a c y ,
S e c y ; and James G n a g e , Tr e a s u r e r. H e l e n B o r n g r a e b e r was c l a s s Va l e d i c t o r i a n ,
a n d B e t t y J a c q u e s was S a l u t a t o r i a n . M r . a n d M r s . H a r o l d Donner o f I t h a c a , N . Y. ,
a n d M r . and M r s . H a r o l d (Wilma Dunkley) T u r n e r of Muskoka L a k e Canada, came
t h e f a r t h e s t d i s t a n c e . O t h e r s a t t e n d e d f r o m N i a g a r a F a l l s , Youngs town , and
Ransomv i l l e . M a y o r W e l k e r and H e l e n B o r n g r a e b e r a r e t h e o n l y c l a s s members
s t i l l l i v i n g i n ‘ ’ i l s o n .

* + # + + %# + # 8
MUSEUM EXHIBIT: L o i s J e n n i n g s , C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t t h e s p e c i a l museum

d i s p l a y f o r O c t o b e r a n d November w i l l b e “ r i v e t s , Te a p o t s , and Tu r e e n s . "
Edna Rose, S u n . H o s t e s s C h r m . , h a s o b t a i n e d t h e s e r v i c e s o f t h e f o l l o w i n g mem‑
b e r s t o r r e e t v i s i t o r s s t a r t i n g O c t o b e r i s t w i t h E d g a r and E l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l ;
O c t . 8 t h , W i r t and D o r a Wakeman; C c t . 1 5 t h , H a r o l d and E s t h e r A l b r i g h t ;
C e t . 22nd, Te d a n d M i l d r e d L o n s b e r y ; and O c t . 2 9 t h , F r e d and S a r a h B e r r y .

* + + + + %#® %# 8 8% F

PATCH SPREADS WORD: The s a l e o f H i s t . S c c . p a t c h e s prompted a r e c e n t l e t t e r
f r o m L o u i s K. “Wilson of A l b a n y , G a . , who is t r y i n g to t r a c e h i s g r e a t g r a n d ‑
f a t h e r , Jacob Y i l s o n . I t seems a f r i e n d o f M r . W i l s o n ' s c o l l e c t s p a t c h e s and
someway a c q u i r e d a “ i i l s o n H i s t . S o c . p a t c h . When M r . W i l son saw Wilson,N.Y on
t h e p a t c h , h e wrote h e r e f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . H i s l e t t e r was r e f e r r e d t o D o r o t h y
T h i l k , Town H i s t o r i a n , b u t whether o r n o t M r . W i l son i s s u c c e s s f u l i n h i s
s e a r c h , i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g how h e f o u n d out a b o u t W i l s o n .

* + 8 %#+ %+4 #4 8 8 8

MEETINGS: The r e g u l a r m e e t i n g of t h e B o a r d of Tr u s t e e s is scheduled f o r
8 PM, Wednesday even ine , C c t o b e r 11 t h at t h e museum.

The sener2l m e e t i n g o f t h e S o c i e t y promises t o b e v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g when I l r .
Wendel l D. S t r a t t o n of Youngstown w i l l be o u r g u e s t speaker on t h e s u b j e c t o f
" t n t i q u e c l o c k s and t h e i r c a r e " . H e i s e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n c l o c k s w i t h
wooden works and w i l l have s e v e r a l f o r d i s p l a y . Time: O c t . 16th-7:30PM;museum.

R e f r e s h m e n t h o s t e s s e s f o r t h e O c t o b e r m e e t i n g w i l l b e D o r a Wakeman, E s t h e r
A l b r i s h t , and G e r r y Swann .

* *+ 4 #8 #8 # %F 84 4 *
CPEN HOUSE: The Cambr ia H i s t . S o c . i s h o l d i n g i t s 7 th a n n u a l " P i o n e e r Day"

Cpen House at t h e Cambr ia F i r e Co. Communi ty H a l l , S u n d a y, O c t o b e r 1 5 t h , f r o m
12 Noon to 7PM. Admiss ion is f r e e . A " C o u n t r y S t o r e " w i l l f e a t u r e b a k e d g o o d s ,
sweet c i d e r , f r u i t , and v e g e t a b l e s . Homeade d o n u t s and cand ies w i l l a l s o b e
a v a i l a b l e . L e t ' s h e l p o u r f r i e n d l y s o u t h e r n n e i g h b o r s .% 8 & % 4%* % RFHF

WELCOME BACK: D r . and M r s . Norman E i c k h a v e b e e n s p e n d i n g a f e w weeks i n
“Wilson. Ta u r a s e r v e d a s t h e fi r s t S e c r e t a r y o f t h e W i l s o n H i s t . S o c .* + + # 4+ %+ 4 HF HF ¥

ACQUISITICNS: A l a t e 1800 Rosewood a n d Mahogany p i a n o (Now s e t t i n g in t h e
f r o n t o f t h e P a t t e r s o n Room) was dona ted b y H e r b e r t K a h l e r o f Newfane. The
p i a n o was o n c e owned b y t h e E l t o n Haynes f a m i l y s o H e r b t h o u g h t i t w o u l d b e
a p p r o p r i a t e f o r i t t o r e t u r n t o W i l s o n . The 800 1 b . " S q u a r e g r a n d " p i a n o was
made b y t h e F. P i r s s o n Co . o f New Y o r . H e a l s o d o n a t e d a p i a n o r o l l , L o c k p o r t
F i b r e v a s e a n d p a i l , 1910 t w i n p l e x r a z o r b l a d e s h a r p e n e r , o l d southern M a n r u
c o f f e e c a n s s o l d a t F r e d W i l s o n ' s s t o r e ; o l d p l a n e , d u s t i n g b r u s h made i n
C h i n a , 1892 c a n d y c u t t e r , e a r l y e l e c t r i c fl a s h b u l b , 1919 G i l e t t e r a z o r a n d
c a s e , l e v e l , t w o s p i k e s f r o m w e s t p i e r a t C l c e o t t , a n d a Townsend B a n n e r.

M r . “ i l l i a m A e b e r l i o f R o c h e s t e r h a s p r e s e n t e d t h e museum w i t h a n o i l p a i n t ‑
i n e o f a c a b o o s e w h i c h h e d i d . F i l l h a s b e e n w r i t i n g a s e r i e s o n t h e " H o j a c k "
f o r t h e R r o c k p o r t P o s t c a l l e d "Requ iem f o r a R a i l r o a d " I t f e a t u r e s t h e r e c o l ‑
l e c t i o n s o f 8 8 y r . o l d A r t h u r S c h w a r t z who s p e n t h i s e n t i r e w o r k i n g y e a r s o n
t h e " H o j a c k " . E e w o r k e d one t i m e w i t h M r . P a t t e r s o n f o r about 6 months . The
a r t i c l e s a r e be ins k e p t i n a s c r a p b o o k b y M i l l i e Croop f o r t h e S o c i e t y .

M r . a n d M r s . C h a r l e s R r a n c h : Two s lass i n k w e l l s f o u n d i n t h e w a l l s o f t h e
o l d D a n i e l ' s Road S c h o o l h o u s e .

M i s s M a b e l “ i l s o n : A n 1895 p h o t o o f t h e c o b b l e s t o n e s c h o o l i n t h e v i l l a g e ,
also a p h o t o of t h e o l d Honeymoon P r i d g e taken 5 minutes after i t s c o l l a p s e .

* + + %# + + BH BH HF # .
LOCKING AHEAD: E l e a n o r M y e r s s u g g e s t s , w h i l e doings y o u r f a l l c a n n i n g i s a

mood t i m e t o " P u t one j a r a s i d e f o r t h e F a i r " . Jams, j e l l i e s , & p i c k l e s needed .
* + 82 %® # 8 , %#+ # %HKH BR
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WILSON CENTRAL SCHOCL: The new W i l s o n H i g h S c h o o l was b u i l t on Lake S t r e e t
o p p o s i t e t h e o l d Union S c h o o l w i t h a g r o u n d b r e a k i n g ceremony held i n A p r i l ,
1935. I t was b u i l t a t a c o s t o f approx imate ly $220,000, and d e d i c a t i o n ceremo‑
n i e s were h e l d i n t h e new a u d i t o r i u m a b o u t a y e a r l a t e r . Prominent gues ts who
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e d e d i c a t i o n w e r e M i s s G a z e l l e Ho f fman , D i s t . S u p t . s Thomas
M a r k s , P r e s . o f t h e S c h o o l Boa rd ; A r t h u r B l e m a s t e r , P r i n c i p a l ; R o b e r t Burch ,
P r e s . o f t h e S e n i o r C l a s s ; O r a P e t t i t , r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e Alumni A s s o c i a t i o n ; G .
H e r b e r t S w i c k , who r e a d t h e s c h o o l h i s t o r y ; M r s . H e l e n P e t t i t S w a l l o w, one o f
t h e i s t g r a d u a t e s o f t h e U n i o n S c h o o l ; L . H . B l e y , A r c h i t e c t ; and D r . Russe l
C a r t e r , p r i n c i p a l s p e a k e r.

The s c h o o l h a d a combined gymnasium and a u d i t o r i u m , homemaking, a g r i c u l t u r a l ,
and commerc ia l depar tmen ts . A l s o a l i b r a r y , c a f e t e r i a , and i n t e r - c o m speak ing
sys tem. B u s i n g o f h i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t s s t a r t e d i m m e d i a t e l y f r o m r u r a l d i s t r i c t s ,
and i n t h e n e x t f e w years a d d i t i o n s were made t o t h e f a c u l t y s u c h a s a p h y s i c a l
educat ion i n s t r u c t o r f o r g i r l s , i n d u s t r i a l a r t s department, 2nd music teacher
f o r g rades and r u r a l schoo l s , f u l l t ime l i b r a r i a n , and a p a r t t ime den ta l h y ‑
g i e n i s t . When t h e s c h o o l was c e n t r a l i z e d i n 1941 t h e r e was a t o t a l enro l lment
o f 770 s t u d e n t s , and o f t h i s number, 5 0 were g r a d u a t e d .

The Wi lson C e n t r a l R u r a l Schoo l D i s t r i c t was o rgan i zed June 25, 1941 under
A r t h u r W. B l e m a s t e r, P r i n c i p a l . He was t h e 1 s t P r i n c i p a l o f t h e cent ra l i zed
d i s t r i c t which operated i n t h e T h i r d S u p e r v i s o r y D i s t r i c t o f N i a g a r a County
under M. G a z e l l e Hoffman, D i s t . S u p t . of Schoo ls .

A s a r e s u l t o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e c e n t r a l schoo l system, a l l r u r a l d i s ‑
t r i c t s i n t h e town o f Wi lson became p a r t o f t h e new l a r g e r d i s t r i c t , h o w e v e r,
i t wasn ' t u n t i l 1955 t h a t a l l had v o t e d t o c l o s e . D i s t r i c t # 2 was l a t e r ceeded
t o Newfane and j o i n e d t h e Newfane R u r a l S c h o o l sys tem. D i s t r i c t # 9 o f Cambria
j o i n e d Wi l son C e n t r a l i n 1946 and d i s t r i c t s # 1 and #10 o f Cambria j o i n e d a b o u t
t h e same t i m e .

D i s t r i c t s #5, #6, a n d # 9 o f t h e town o f P o r t e r (who h a d p r e v i o u s l y j o i n e d
t o g e t h e r to f o r m t h e Ransomvi l le U n i o n S c h o o l D i s t r i c t ) , a l s o v o t e d to j o i n
W i l s o n C e n t r a l in A p r i l , 1954. The Ransomvi l le S c h o o l was b u i l t in 1939 and
c o n s i s t e d o f a modern 6 room b r i c k b u i l d i n g u s e d f o r k i n d e r g a r t e n and t h e i s t
e i g h t g r a d e s . A f t e r ‘ o i n i n g W i l s o n , o n l y k i n d e r g a r t e n and t h e fi r s t s i x g r a d e s
were t a u g h t t h e r e .

The 1943-44 W i l s o n C e n t r a l S c h o o l D i r e c t o r y o f t h e 3rd S u p e r v i s o r y D i s t . ,
l i s t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g p e r s o n e l : M i s s M . G a z e l l e Ho f fman , D i s t . S u p t . ; A r t h u r W .
B l e m a s t e r , P r i n c i p a l ; G l o r i a Shuman, S e c y ; Wes ley C h u r c h i l l , V i c e - P r i n c i p a l ;
M r s . M a r i o n E . S c h e r m e r h o r n ; D o r o t h y D e h n ; M r s . G r a c e S i n g e r ; M r s . June C a s l e r ;
M r s . Max ine G n a g e ; M r s . J e a n H i l l ; M r s . H e l e n H i m l e y ; M r s . P h y l l i s G r a y ; J e r ‑
ome K l a t w i t t e r ; A l b e r t W a i t e ; B e t t y Thom; E d i t h Swann; M a r y S c h w e i t z e r ; A n t h o n y
B a r o n e ; B e r n a r d C o n n o r s , and S y b i l Murdock .

J u n i o r H i g h t e a c h e r s were C a t h e r i n e M c L e l l a n ; E t h e l D ikeman ; E v e l y n F r i e n d l y ;
M r s . M a r i o n C a m p b e l l ; and H e l e n B o l t o n .

Grade t e a c h e r s were L o t t a E . Coombs,6th; Anna H a m i l t o n , 5 t h ; G r a c e Evans,4th;
A l m i r a B u r c h , 3 r d ; R u t h H a m b l i n , 2 n d ; M r s . E r n e s t i n e Wa l p o l e , i s t ; and D o r o t h y
A l l g e i e r , i s t . M r s . M a r g a r e t Wa l k e r was C a f e t e r i a D i r e c t o r .

R u r a l s c h o o l s s t i l l o p e r a t i n g u n d e r t h e c e n t r a l i z e d d i s t r i c t were t a u g h t b y
M r s . M a r y C a l l a h a n , D i s t . #2 ; M r s . F l o r e n c e S w i c k , D i s t . #4 ; M r s . M a r i o n M a c ‑
M i l l i a n , D i s t . #5; E l o i s e J . S m i t h , D i s t . #6 ; H e l e n S t e v e n s , D i s t . # 8 ; L o u i s e
B. S m i t h , D i s t . #9 ; H e l e r Juzw iak , D i s t . #10; and E. May S t a c y , D i s t . #12.

The W i l s o n C e n t r a l R u r a l S c h o o l B o a r d c o n s i s t e d o f Thomas A . Marks , P r e s . ,
E a r l B r y d g e s , V i c e - P r e s . , R a y F i t c h , O s c a r Munch, W i r t Wakeman, and James
C o r n e l l , C l e r k .

I n 1945 M r . L . E r n e s t T a r r was a p p o i n t e d P r i n c i p a l and d u r i n g t h e 2 0 vears
t h a t h e headed t h e Wi l son Schoo l sys tem, f a c i l i t i e s were g r e a t l y expanded
and t h e p o p u l a t i o n more t h a n t r i p l e d . ( t o b e cont inued)* * + * * * * * * *

I N MEMORIAM: The S o c i e t y r e g r e t f u l l y a c k n o w l e d g e s t h e p a s s i n g o f R i c h a r d D .
Rutt;70, a member of t h e W i l s o n S o c i e t y s i nce 1972. The members express t h e i r
sympathy to h i s w i f e Ca the r i ne and d a u g h t e r s Amy, J u l i e , and M a r y .



BAKE SALE: L o i s Barnum, Chrm. of Ways a n d Means, has announced t h a t a Bake
S a l e w i l l b e h e l d o n E l e c t i o n D a y, N o v . 7 t h , a t t h e Town H a l l i n W i l s o n only.
It w i l l s t a r t at 10:00 AM and members a r e asked to p l e a s e f u r n i s h p i e s , c o o k ‑
i e s , or home-made b r e a d s . Anyone in t h e S o u t h Wi l son a r e a who w o u l d l i k e to
bake and have t h e i r " g o o d i e s " t a k e n t o W i l s o n may d o s o b y b r i n g i n g them t o
e i t h e r t h e home o f M i l l i e Croop o r L o i s Barnum p r i o r t o 10 :00 AM, N o v. 7 th .

*+ %+ + #8 # + + 8H 8% &
PIANO NEWS: A f t e r H e r b K a h l e r dona ted t h e s q u a r e p i a n o to t h e museum we d i s ‑

c o v e r e d t h a t t h e fi r s t s q u a r e p i a n o was c r e a t e d i n 1760 i n E n g l a n d b y a man
named Zumpe. The fi r s t p i a n o b u i l t i n Amer ica was made i n P h i l a d e l p h i a b y John
B e h r e n t i n 1775. Knee p e d a l s were r e p l a c e d w i t h f o o t p e d a l s b y S t e i n i n 1789,
and t h e fi r s t u p r i g h t p i a n o was b u i l t i n P h i l a d e l p h i a b y John Hawkins i n 1800.
We wro te Bob P i e r c e , " M r. P i a n o " , o f L o n g Beach, C a l . , and enc losed a p i c t u r e
of t h e museum's s q u a r e g r a n d . M r . P i e r c e r e p l i e d t h a t he c o u l d g i v e us no
f u r t h e r i n f o rma t i on o t h e r t h a n A . P i r r s o n & Co. made p ianos on Church S t . i n
New Yo r k C i t y i n 1829. A p p a r e n t l y w e h a v e a r a r e i n s t r u m e n t .

* + + # + # 8 #8 HS #¥
SHOULD W ED O I T ? K a r l W r i g h t r e c e n t l y r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e r e i s a movement u n d e r

way in N iaga ra Co. to pass “Landmark O r d i n a n c e s " in l o c a l communi t ies. Such
o rd inances have b e e n p l a c e d on t h e books in t h e V i l l a g e o f L e w i s t o n , Town o f
Lew is ton , and C i t y o f N i a g a r a F a l l s . D i r e c t o r s o f t h e N i a g a r a H i s t . Soc . a r e
a l s o p u s h i n g f o r t h e ord inance to be passed by t h e i r town Board .

B r i e fl y , a Landmark Ord inance is a l o c a l l a w p a s s e d in a community which
seeks t o p r o t e c t h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e s f r o m b e i n g demol ished o r i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y
a l t e r e d . A f t e r a b u i l d i n g i s d e s i g n a t e d a s a h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e b y a d u l y a p ‑
p o i n t e d Town Review Boa rd , a n y d e m o l i t i o n o r e x t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n must fi r s t b e ,
r e v i e w e d b y t h a t Board b e f o r e a p e r m i t may b e i s s u e d . I n a d d i t i o n t o p r e s e r ‑
v i n g h i s t o r i c landmarks t h e r e c o u l d b e a d v a n t a g e s t o t h e owners o f such d e s i g ‑
n a t e d s t r u c t u r e s i n t h e f o r m o f p o s s i b l e f u n d i n g f o r r e s t o r a t i o n .

¥ * * * + +t * * *
OTHER SOCIETIES: The Town of P o r t e r H i s t . museum is now open Sunday a f t e r ‑

noons f r o m 2 to 4 a t t h e V i l l a g e C e n t e r in Youngs town . Admiss ion is f r e e .
The 5th annual H a r v e s t D i n n e r o f t h e H i s t . S o c . o f N o r t h German S e t t l e m e n t s

o f W.N.Y. w i l l b e h e l d S a t . , N o v. 4 t h , a t S t . P e t e r ' s L u t h e r a n S c h o o l , Walmore
R d . , f r o m 5 t o 6 PM. D i n n e r w i l l f e a t u r e f r e s h p o r k , t u r k e y , and German d e s s e r t s .
Das i s t Gu t !

* * *£ %*€ %8F %%8 %48 =%8 8 &

NICE GOING: The museum g r o u n d s have l o o k e d r e a l n i c e t h i s summer thanks t o
E l w i n Upton and h i s v o l u n t e e r s , and i t sure was t h o u g h t f u l o f Tom Sharpe t o
v o l u n t e e r t o p l a c e t h e rubb ish o u t each Tuesday e v e n i n g . Perhaps w e sound l i k e
a b r o k e n r e c o r d on t h e s u b j e c t , b u t it must be emphasized t h a t t h i n g s a r e done
because o f peop le . F o r t u n a t e l y , peop le have been t h e Wi lson S o c i e t y ' s g r e a t e s t
asset . Our annual F a i r has shown what can be accomplished when everyone p i t c h e s
i n , b u t i t i s t h e c o n t i n u a l e f f o r t s o f many peop le t h r u o u t t h e y e a r t h a t makes
the S o c i e t y a "w inner " . F lo rence S c h u l t z and h e r dedicated q u i l t e r s have se t
a r e c o r d o f achievement 2nd to none, and A r t Schnoor consc ien t ious ly keeps work ‑
i n g to improve t h e appearance of t h e museum whenever he is a b l e . A f e w y e a r s a g o
Joe H i g g i n s a c q u i r e d a r a r e a n t i q u e lamp f o r t h e o l d w a i t i n g room. Now, thanks
t o B u r t Jenn ings , i t h a s been b e a u t i f u l l y r e fi n i s h e d and h u n g i n t h e main e n ‑
t ranceway. Many persons l o a n i t e m s f o r e x h i b i t a n d b r i n g them to and f rom t h e
museum. We a r e aware o f t h e many h o u r s p u t i n by L o i s Jenn ings , h e r museum com‑
m i t t e e and o t h e r s who have been mak ing t h e b i - m o n t h l y e x h i b i t s so wor thwh i l e . ,
B u t who wou ld see t h o s e e x h i b i t s i f i t w a s n ' t f o r t h e good p u b l i c i t y i n t h e
Union Sun & J o u r n a l t h r o u g h co r responden t D o r o t h y L i n n a b e r y. And how abou t a
p a t o n t h e b a c k t o t h e 100 p e r s o n s who v o l u n t e e r each y e a r t o keep t h e museum
open Sunday a f te rnoons? Then t h e r e a r e t h o s e charm ing r e f r e s h m e n t h o s t e s s e s
who o u t p e r f o r m e a c h o t h e r p r o v i d i n g homemade d e l i c a c i e s f o r t h e m o n t h l y mee t i ngs .
Doc Argue may have y o u o n a d i e t , b u t w e ' v e n o t i c e d h e g e n e r a l l y i s n ' t t o o f a r
f r o m t h e r e f r e s h m e n t t a b l e . Ye s , w h e t h e r i t s a h a r d w o r k i n g l i b r a r y comm. keep ‑
i n g t r a c k o f dona t ions , o r someone i n s t a l l i n g a sump pump, i f we can c a l l t h e
museum a success it is because of t h e v a r i e d combined t a l e n t s of a l l members.

* + %#+ F&F %# #8 8 84 8%

THEY LIKE U S : O v e r 30 members of t h e N i a g a r a F a l l s C h a p t e r of t h e D . A . R . came
b a c k t o W i l s o n i n O c t o b e r t o v i s i t t h e museum a n d h a v e l u n c h a t O u r L a d y o f t h e
R o s a r y C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . J o e H i g g i n s g u i d e d t h e l a d i e s t h r o u g h t h e n e w l y imp roved
c h u r c h f a c i l i t i e s , and D o r o t h y T h i l k a n d E l e a n o r M y e r s a c t e d a s " b u s g u i d e s ” o n
a t o u r o f t h e “Cobb les tone T r a i l " wh i ch f o l l o w e d . The g r o u p was t r e a t e d to an
"open house" t o u r o f t h e o l d W i l l i a m W i l s o n home, p r e s e n t r e s i d e n c e o f M r . and
M r s . Whi tney Barnum. The 1861 s t r u c t u r e h a s a n " E n g l i s h C u t " f a c i n g m o r t i c e d
w i t h l imes tones .

%* + + %€ %F + FH 8H HF
NEW MEMBERS: The Wi l son H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y i s v e r y g l a d t o welcome two new

members i n t h e S o c i e t y , M r s . B e a t r i c e S i n g e r o f Te x a s , and M r . Norman P e t t i t
o f  L o c k p o r t . * * * * * * * * * *

NOVEMBER MEETINGS: The Trustees w i l l meet at t h e museum, Wednesday even ing ,
November 15th at 8:00 PM. The r e g u l a r m e e t i n g w i l l be at t h e museum Monday
e v e n i n g , November 2 0 t h at 7:30 PM. The museum committee w i l l meet at t h e mus- \
eum Monday, November 27th..* & & & & & & & H & instein)

BON MOT: I never think o f the futyre, I t comes soon enough. ( E i n s t e i n
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NEWSLETTER

DONALD W. CROOP, Editor
DEC. 197° V o l N o e l i

(Coleman P r e s s

THE 28 th INFANTRY: Many Wi l son men e n l i s t e d in t h e 28th N . Y. V o l . I n f a n t r y ,
and camped a n d t r a i n e d at t h e o l d N i a g a r a Co. F a i r Grounds. When t h e r e g i m e n t
assemb led a t A l b a n y, i t was c o m p r i s e d o f 10 companies f r o m N i a g a r a , O r l e a n s ,
a n d Genesee C o u n t i e s . I t s e r v e d d u r i n g two c r i t i c a l y e a r s o f t h e war a n d became
known a s t h e " h a r d l u c k " r e g i m e n t . I n 1862 a t t h e P a t t l e o f Cedar M t . , Va . , 46%
of t h e men who engaged in combat were l o s t . A t Ant ie tam, a n o t h e r l o n g l i s t o f
c a s u a l t i e s p l a g u e d t h e u n i t . F o u r companies were c a p t u r e d a t C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e
i n 1863 when t h e y r e f u s e d t o g i v e g r o u n d t o S t o n e w a l l Jackson's t r o o p s . Many
at tempts w e r e made to r e l i e v e t h e b a d l y mauled 28 th f r o m f u r t h e r b a t t l e b u t to
n o a v a i l . ‘ ‘ y h e r e v e r t h e y f o u g h t , f r e s h l y d u g g r a v e s l i n e d t h e i r r o u t e u p and
down t h e Shenandoah V a l l e y . The r e g i m e n t s t a r t e d o u t w i t h 798 o f fi c e r s and men
b u t when t h e y r e t u r n e d t o T l o c k p o r t , May 2 0 , 1863, o n l y 418 r e m a i n e d ,

F o r t y one o f t h e f o l l o w i n g b r a v e men v o l u n t e e r e d f r o m Wi lson. How many came
back , w e d o n o t know: W i l l i a m A d r i a n c e , Norman A l l e n , James Ames, James B a l d ‑
w i n , C h a r l e s P a k e r , N e l s o n Beebe, H e n r y B o l l o w, Benjamin Brown, H e n r y C o l e ,
D a n i e l D a v i s , Samuel Dav i s , Vo lney F a r l e y , F r a n c i s F l y n n , Wi l l iam G a s k i l l ,
W i l l i a m G i l l i n g h a m , Tr u m a n Goodenough, F r a n c i s Haner, Solander Hayes, James
H i l l , dJedidiah H o a g , Edward Hough ton , John Kempton, Henry K i n g , W i l l i a m K r u s k e ,
Joseph Leacount , S k y l e r MacYenzie, F r a n k l i n McKinney, Sy l vanus Mine r, W i l l i a m
Parsons, James P h i l l i p s , P e r r y Putnam, W i l l i a m R u e t z , Edward Rumery, O r r i n
s a l i s b u r y , W i l l i a m S a l i s b u r y , Dona ld Smith, Joshua Smi th , Edward S t . John,
George S w i c k , and George Young . ,

iy * * % ¥ * * +
THLE 1904 OCVERT: Mos t members of t h e S o c i e t y a r e aware t h a t o u r r e c e n t a c q u i s

s i t i o n , t h e 1904 C o v e r t C h a i n l e s s Runabout, was once owned by ope ra star,James
Mel ton , and t h a t i t was pu rchased f rom t h e Ford Museum at Dearborn, " i i c h , How‑
e v e r , t h e imrortance o f t h i s a c q u i s i t i o n was r e c e n t l y emphasized i n t h e Nov/Dec
issue o f t h e AAA m a g a z i n e , " T h e M o t o r i s t " , w i t h a two page s p r e a d o n t h e c a r ' s
h i s t o r y by W a t l y Soderho lm, L d i t o r .

The c a r i s b e l i e v e d t o b e t h e o n l y one o f i t s k i n d l e f t i n t h e U . S . , and i s
t h e fi r s t c h a i n l e s s c a r b u i l t in t h e n a t i o n . I t was manufactured by B y r o n V.
C o v e r t a t h i s Richmond Ave . p l a n t i n L o c k p o r t . Some " o l d t i m e r s " may h a v e b e e n
a c q u a i n t e d w i t h h i s son, K l a r e C o v e r t , who became D i r e c t o r o f P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s
a t H a r r i s o n R a d i a t o r D i v . o f GMC. The C o v e r t i s p r e s e n t l y s t o r e d where i t c a n
n o t b e o n e x h i b i t , b u t t h i s s h o u l d a l l c h a n g e when t h e S o c i e t y ' s new t r a n s p o r ‑
t a t i o n b u i l d i n g i s comp le ted n e x t s p r i n g .

I t i s a n i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t t h a t when C o v e r t was b u i l d i n g h i s c a r s i n L o c k p o r t ,
t h e " N i a g a r a " a u t o m o b i l e was b e i n g b u i l t i n W i l s o n b y S t a n l e y D w i g h t and G e o r g e
Prooks. G e o r g e a n d Joe W h i t e s i d e w o r k e d o n t h e wooden b o d i e s , a n d M r . P r o o k s
made t h e g e a r s and c l u t c h e s f o r t h e r e a r a x l e . The " N i a g a r a " s o l d f o r a b o u t
O260, a b o u t “200 more t h a n the. "Cove r t " . Anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n s e e i n g wha t t h e
" N i a g a r a " l o o k e d l i k e may r e f e r t o t h e 1958 W i l s o n C e n t e n n i a l b o o k l e t .

*% * * * + * * +
MUSEUN H O S T E S S25: Due t o t h e p r o x i m i t y o f C h r i s t m a s a n d New Ye a r ' s Eve, t h e

Museum w i l l be CLOSED Sunday, Dec . 24th, a n d S u n d a y, Dec . 31st. Hostesses f o r
D e c . 3rd a r e I i e l e n S t e v e n s ; D e c . 1 0 t h , M r s . Sharpe a n d son , Tom Sharpe ; and
Dec . 1 7 t h , " B u d " a n d L u c y Monroe . (Gwenn H e i d e n f e l d t t o o k t h e Monroe 's p l a c e
on November 1 9 t h . ).eeeeAnna Mae N e v i n s a n d Ve r n a C a u fi e l d s e t a r e c o r d in NOVe,
when t h e y sreeted t h r e e y o u n g p e o p l e f r o m New Zea land . They v i s i t e d t h e museum
w h i l e g u e s t s o f t h e War ren Har r ing tons . .eeseeeThe WeNeY. H i k i n g C l u b o n c e w a l k e d
to t h e museum, b u t pe rhaps t h e most u n u s u a l v i s i t came w h i l e S a r a and F r e d
R e r r y were p r e s e n t O c t . 29 th . Two y o u n g men f r o m R o c h e s t e r u s e d a n o l d R a i l
Handcar t o t r a v e l be tween S o m e r s e t a n d Mode l C i t y . They stopped t o l o o k a r o u n d
a n d S a r a fi x e d them a c u p o f h o t c o f f e e . T h a t ’ s wha t w e c a l l "warm h o s p i t a l i t y " .

* * Sd + * * *% *
PARE SALE: The b a k e s a l e o n E l e c t i o n D a y was a fi n a n c i a l success, t h a n k s t o

a l l who b a k e d soods and made c a s h c o n t r i b u t i o n s . A s p e c i a l word o f t h a n k s t o
J i m F l e c k e n s t e i n who d o n a t e d p o t t e d p l a n t s , a n d t o L o i s Barnum and N e t t i e S t i m ‑
s o n f o r t h e t i m e t h e y d e v o t e d t o i t .* * * * * . * *

PON MOT: V e l l done is b e t t e r t h a n w e l l s a i d . (Benjamin F r a n k l i n )¥ * * * * * os %
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MEMBERS HONORED: D r . John F. A r g u e was awarded t h e " P r e s i d e n t ' s C i t a t i o n "
l a s t month a t t h e a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e N . Y. S . M e d i c a l S o c i e t y i n New Y o r k ,
The a w a r d was made p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s o f M r s . C h e r y l Brown who
c o n t a c t e d l e a d e r s of l o c a l government , Church, F i r e Companies, F r a t e r n a l organ=
i z a t i o n s e t c . They i n t u r n w r o t e l e t t e r s t o t h e MSSNY who se lec ted D r , A r g u e
f rom o v e r 2 5 nominees t h r o u g h o u t t h e S t a t e . N e a r l y 300 m e d i c a l d e l e g a t e s gave
h im a s t a n d i n g o v a t i o n when h e r e c e i v e d t h e c i t a t i o n .

G a r y F i t c h , a member o f t h e S o c i e t y s i n c e 1974, was r e c e n t l y i n s t a l l e d a s
Pres iden t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l A p p l e G r o w e r s I n s t i t u t e a t New Or leans . H i s
p a r e n t s , D u d l e y a n d E l s i e F i t c h , a t t e n d e d t h e c o n v e n t i o n t o s e e t h e i r son H o n ‑
o r e d . The F i t c h e s a r e descendents of one of W i l s o n ' s o l d e s t f a m i l i e s ,

K FF FF %+F HH HF KF #

GENEALOGICAL CLASS: E l d e r a n d S i s t e r B o y d of t h e Mormon Chu rch a r e c o n d u c t ‑
i n g g e n e a l o g i c a l c lasses a t t h e W i l s o n Museum Wednesday a f te rnoons a t 2 : 0 0 PM.
The s e s s i o n s a r e f r e e o f c h a r g e a n d u n d e r t h e s p o n s o r s h i p o f t h e ‘ j i l s o n S o c .
F o u r mee t i ngs a r e scheduled f o r Nove22nd,and 2 9 t h ; a n d D e c . 6 th a n d 13th.

% + + 4% % x +
ACQUISITIONS: V i s i t o r s may now s e e a b e a u t i f u l r o l l a rm r o c k e r in t h e P a t t e r ‑

s o n Room wh ich was c a n e d b y M a b e l “Wilson a n d d o n a t e d t o t h e S o c i e t y . The c h a i r
o r i g i n a l l y b e l o n g e d t o E m i l y Haynes , a n d i s c l o s e t o 200 y e a r s o l d . I t was
o b t a i n e d i n 1961 b y M a b e l f r o m t h e l a t e C l a y t o n C a r l t o n .

L u c i l l e S c h u r r, Ransomv i l l e : 1 c r o c h e t e d a p r o n , 3 p a i r o f s t o c k i n g s w i t h
b a c k seams, and a f e l t h a t ,

v e Maison F a m i l y : A n t i q u e money c h a n g e r o b t a i n e d f r o m S u s p e n s i o n S t . S t a t i o n
o f t h e "Ho jack " w i t h New Yo r k C e n t r a l e n g r a v e d upon i t .

H e r b e r t K a h l e r, Newfane: " A r t h u r ' s I l l u s t r a t e d Home Magazine d a t e d 1873, a n d
1902 "Proceedings o f t h e N i a g a r a C o u n t y PRoard o f s u p e r v i s o r s " , a l s o a c a r d ‑
board f a n f r o m t h e Corw in F u n e r a l Home.

Thelma G e o r g e t Baby shoes b e l i e v e d t o h a v e b e l o n g e d t o h e r mother.
Norman P e t t i t , L o c k p o r t : 1879 p i c t u r e o f t h e W i l s o n Womens C h r i s t i a n Temper ‑

ance Union, Record o f W y l l y s E . P e t t i t R e g e n t ' s exam t a k e n u n d e r P r i n c i p a l
Hus t l eby o f Wi lson, a n d an 1897 P o s t O f fi c e R e g i s t r y r e c e i p t by James B u r g e s s .

B e t t y Thorsby Brandt , Newfane: M i n u t e s of S c h o o l D i s t . #16 & #2 (Corne r of
I d e and Beebe Rds) January 16, 1841 and A u g u s t 7 , 1906.

Mrs . Kenneth Bush, O l c o t t : Cx Yoke f rom es ta te o f S i l a s Noble, O l c o t t bu tcher.
H a r l e y (NMabel) Wi lson: C r a d l e S c y t h e , c a . 150 yrse o l d .
Miss Ruby Coates: Water c o l o r p i c t u r e by La Beaum N. Wi lson, son of L u t h e r.
Gladys Buckner: Sma l l book of Proverbs da ted 1861Carl gaveto h i s ¢ . g . g r a n d ‑

f a t h e r , a l s o sma l l p h o t o of Benjamin Weaver.
D i e z Fam i l y ; Assor ted p i c t u r e s , au tograph book be long ing t o John D i e z , and

l a r g e f a m i l y B i b l e i n c r i b e d " M i l d r e d Midd le ton" , a l s o two 1883 Gospe l HKymnals
and 1875 c o p y r i g h t e d issue o f book, "Two P a t h s " .

Ke % % & % % H%4%
MSETINGSs Trustees w i l l meet Wed. eve, Dec. 13 th , 8:00 PM at museum.
A “Show and T e l l " program w i l l b e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e r e g u l a r meet ing , Monday

even ing , Dec. 18th, w i t h Norm and Mar tha i n c h a r g e . A l l pe rsons a t t e n d i n g a r e
asked t o b r i n g a s p e c i a l i t e m i n k e e p i n w i t h t h e H o l i d a y Season. r e f r e s h m e n t
hostesses w i l l b e Jan ice S p o r l e d e r, C h r m . , K a y Nessgand Nancy K e n t . ;

The Museum Comm. w i l l meet Mone,Nov. 27th at 10 AM to d i sman t l e o l d e x h i b i t
a n d s e t u p new d i s p l a y f o r December a n d Januarye Please p i c k u p y o u r v a l u a b l e s
a t t h i s t i m e and b r i n g i t e m s f o r “ H o l i d a y Season" e x h i b i t . I t i s a l s o p lanned
to decorate t h e Chr i s tmas t r e e t h e n w i t h M i s s F l o s s i e L o r t z i n c h a r g e . E v e r y o n e
is invi ted;and b r i n g o l d ornaments i f y o u c a n f o r a r e a l o ld - fash ioned trees* * * % * * *

METZ ACQUIRED: D r . A r g u e donated h i s 1907 M e t z to t h e W i l s o n H i s t . S o c . at
t h e November meet ing of t h e Board of Tr u s t e e s . The g i f t was unanimous ly a c c e p ‑
t e d b y t h e Board f o l l o w i n g a m o t i o n b y E d h a s t i n g s , seconded b y E l w i n U p t o n .
The c a r h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e l y renovated a n d i s i n m i n t c o n d i t i o n s A r e c e n t e x p e r t
a p p r a i s a l p l a c e s a m a r k e t v a l u e o f { 2 7 , 5 0 0 o n i t .

The M e t z was p u r c h a s e d new i n 1907 b y D r . M u r r a y Mudge o f H a r t l a n d who b o u g h t
i t from H u l l ' s o f G a s p o r t , d i s t r i b u t o r o f t h e M e t z c a r a t t h a t t i m e . D r . Mudge
d r o v e i t u n t i l 1920 t h e n s o l d i t t o H e r b e r t S m a r t who k e p t i t f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y
3 0 y e a r s . M r . Smart, F r a n c i s Brown 's s t @ f a t h e r , s o l d t h e c a r t o D r . A r g u e ,
May 24, 1965, T h i s i s t h e 2nd a n t i q u e c a r g i v e n t h e S o c i e t y b y t h e d o c t o r .

et + & HF HF HHHH#
PERSONALS: N i c e h e a r i n g f r o m John a n d M a r i o n G o o d r i c h who a r e spend ing a

f e w months w i t h t h e i r daughter,Jean, at C h u l a V i s t a , Cal i forn iasseeeeMi l l ie
Croop, t reas. , wishes to thank everyone f o r t h e c h e e r f u l c a r d s and f r i e n d l y
concern f o l l o w i n g a n o p e r a t i o n o n h e r f e e t a t S h e r i d a n P a r k H o s p i t a l .

% * + x % #
RACEWAY CAVE: P o s s i b l y everyone kmows t h a t L o c k p o r t ' s Raceway Cave was i n ‑

v e n t e d tar T i r d i s i l l H o l l y , t h e man who o r i g i n a t e d t h e i d e a o f pumping wate r
th rough a t a p f o r domestic use . B u t we wonder if e v e r y o n e r e a l i z e s t h a t t h e
c a v e i s now becoming a majo r t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n ? I n a d d i t i o n t o a n a n n u a l
Halloween " f r i g h t t o u r " , v i s i t o r s may now t a k e a n u n d e r g r o u n d b o a t r i d e wh ich
i s p r o b a b l y t h e l o n g e s t i n t h e U . S .

* + £ #4 F&F FF HH &

DECEMBER: S h o r t l y w i l l a n o t h e r y e a r , Pass away a n d d isappears " S e t t h i n e
house i n order, man," L i f e i s b u t a fl e e t i n g span.
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