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THE SOQUTH WILSON FIRE CO. celebrated its 25th anniversary Jan. 15, 1978.
It was organized in 1952 when a group of interested men met at the East Wil-
son Methodist Church where operational procedures were outlined by Whitney
Barnum and Earl Dobbs. An election of officers was held and Marshall Cramer
was elected Pres; leonard Daunce, Sec'y; Elmer Zolyome, Treas; Merritt Thilk,
Chief; and Leonard Schultz, Ass't. Chief. A place to meet was acquired when
schoolhouse Dist. #6 was auctioned off in Aug. 1953, and bid in by Chief
Thilk for $3500 dollars, Initial funds were raised by holding card parties,
baked goods, vegetable, and fancy-work sales. The company was incorporated
Aug. 3rd, 1953, and incorporation papers were presented to the firemen by
Supervisor Rarnum,

The volunteers held their first field day at the Cambria grounds on July,
1954, They also continued to hold card parties and the first turkey raffle
was held Nov. 1954, On Feb. 21, 1955, the company purchased 12 acres of land
from Glen Rohring for $2500 dollars, and a combination truck room and recrea-
tion hall was built for $12,000 dollars. The Schuman Bros. laid the cement
blocks, and though only 25 men answered roll call at the time, they spent
many hours erecting the building.

The Ladies Auxiliary was organized Feb. 28, 1955. The first officers were
Janeta Fredericks, Pres; Pearl Dixon, Vice-Pres; Rosemary Thilk, Sec'y: and
Hazel Thilk, Treas.,

The volunteers moved into their new fire hall Oct. 20, 1955, and an Open
House was held in May, 1956. Assistance for fire protection was first obtained
from the town of Wilson on January, 1956. The first field day on the South
Wilson grounds was held in September, and in 1958, $1653 dollars was realized
from participation in the Wilson Centennial. Bingo was started at the hall
in Oct. 1959 and continues to the present time. On July 7, 1964, a new recre-
ation hall was added to the original building and "set-up" for Bingo was
made easier., The last field day was held July 26, 1965. During 1966 a new oil
burner was installed and a parking lot with mercury lighting was completed.
In Feb. 1970, 45 monitors were purchased and distributed to firemen. PFire
phones were disconnected and all calls went directly to the Fire Control Cen-
ter in Lockport. It was also decided to build a new addition for an equipment
truck and meeting room, and in June three aluminum doors with electric strike
were installed to operate when siren sounded. In 1973 the auxiliary bdbought
new tables and chairs for the meeting room.

The first South Wilson volunteer fireman to lose his life in the line of
duty was Herbert Allgeier who was fatally hurt Nov. 14, 1973 while fighting a
roof fire at the Karsten store in East Wilson.

The largest sit-down dinner ever served in the hall was a testimonial ban-
quet sponsored by the Wilson Historical Society for Dr. John F. Argue, Pres.
The South Wilson ladies Auxiliary, assisted by 30 firemen, served 405 persons,
and some of the waiters (dressed as orderlies) brought smiles to the faces of
the assembled guests.

The Fire Co. made 496 fire calls during the past 25 years including 66
mutual aid calls. In Jan. 1978, there were 50 active firemen and 36 active
auxiliary members. Charter members still active are Merritt Thilk, Chief;
Allan Scultz, Ass't. Chief; James Schotz, Lieut; Raymond Thilk, Sgt.-at-Arms;
Herbert Dixon, and John Gurski, Sr. Other officers are Paul Karsten, Pres;
Albert Kinsley, Vice-Pres; David Koepcke, Capts Gary Walker, Sec'ys Ralph
Austin, Treas; Joe Schotz, Ass't. Treas; and Directors Steve La Rockj Lloyd
Albright, Howard Kruger, and David Wilson. ‘

Equipment now owned by the company includes the first Ward LaFrance pumper
bought Dec. 6, 1955; a used Ford tank-truck purchased in 1959 from Miller
Hose at Newfane; a Ward TaFrance pumper bought in April, 1968; and an equip-
ment truck purchased in 1972.

The South Wilson Fire Co. started with nothing, but the entire commumity
can be proud of their accomplishments. No price can be placed on the hundreds
of hours of work contributed by the volunteers, but the modern hall and
equipment is a monument to their dedication.
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MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: The latest acgisitions reported by the library comm.
are as follows: Francis Goldthorpe, framed print of Erie Canal from N.Y.S.
museums Dorothy Tracey, 9 post cards of Wilson; Dr. Argue, padlock and keys
from first Wilson Jail, 7 o0ld maps of N.Y. and Ontario, and N.Y.S. Education
Dep't. History "76-77; Melvin Shippy, 48 star silk flag; Joe Higgins, variety
of infant wear and womens intimate apparel; Charles Boyer, Red and White
pieced spread; Estate of John Parker, Cabria Bicentennial Calendar, pictures,
postcards, Niagara Co., Directory (1869), biography of Belva Lockwood, 1880
Reader, and copy of Greenwood Cemetery Records; Ethel Cundiff (John Parker's
sister) collection of Ceramics to be used as a memorial to him; Dorothy Linn-
abery, 3 snapshots of Hist. Soc. activities; Ed Schuman, newspaper clippings
and other Wilson memorabilia; Estate of Mildred Middleton, genealogy of
Jonathan Pollard; Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Getman, black silk fringed scarf, 2 white
laced ch ldrens dresses, and two white crocheted collars; Norman Luff, framed
picture of Olcott-Wilson Bus; Helen Borngraeber, brown plush cape, 1932 copies
Wilson Star, Misc. lingere and old valentines; Mrs. Charles McGahan, Christen-
ing Bonnet; Dorothy Thilk, 2 white aprons; Florence Schultz, World War I uni-
form and medals belonging to Arnold Hale; and Verna Caufield, N.Y.S.Redbook.

* * * * * * 3#* * * *

QUILT: Donation tickets for the Memorial Day drawing of the Society's cross
stitch hand-sewn quilt are now available from Nettie Stimson. A doll house
will also be given this year for 2nd prize. The quilt raffle has become an
important feature of the annual fair thanks to the efforts of the Society's
"pricked finger brigade". This group of expert sewers, headed up by Florence
Schultz, includes Betty Stimson, Anna Mae Nevins, Verna Caufield, Betty Tovell,
and Joe Higgins--others who wish to learn and help are always welcome.

* * * * * * * * * *

BRAINTEASER: Can you identify the States with only four letters in their
names? Answer will be in the next newsletter.

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLICATIONS: The addressograph and graphotype machines, which were pur-
chased recently by Mrs. Jane Fiedler from the John Parker estate, have been
acquired by the Wilson Society. The machines will be used to address the mon-
thly newsletter. A special note of thanks to Karl Wright, Douglas Smith and
Darrell Smith, who helped to move the extremely heavy equipment.

* & * * * * * & * *

HISTORICAL SITES: Dorothy Thilk, Chrm., of the historical sites comm., has
informed the trustees that a marker for the Reuben Wilson landing site has
been ordered and is expected to be in place in April, 168 years from the date
Reuben and his family arrived here, At that time, all of present Niagara Co.
was known as the Town of Cambria. His first cabin was built near the corner
where Maple Rd. and Route 18 now join.

* * »* * * & * »* »* *

MONTHLY EXHIBITS: The heating exhibit will remain on display March 5th and
March 12th. 014 Bibles, Hymnals, and other religious books will be featured
March 19th through April 30th. Please call Lois Jennings if you have special
religious books you can loan for the display.

Hosts and hostesses for Sunday afternoons from 2-4 are as follows: March §
Ken and Dorothy Tracey; March 12, Harold and Clara Marcks; March 19, Cindy
Wilson and Marie Getman; March 26, (Easter) Rae and Hildred Brothers.

* * * * ¥* ¥* ¥* »* * *

LIFE MEMBER: It is generally acknowledged that the future success and con-
tinuity of any organization depends on the invoMement of younger members, so
it is a pleasure to welcome Terence Upton as the 19th new Life Member of the
Wilson Hist. Soc. Terry joined as a charter member in 1972,

* * * * * * ¥* * * *

NEW TABLES: The Wilson Soc. has acquired 8 new tables from the George H.
Courter Co, of Lockport & Niagara Falls. Six are 8' long and two are 6' in
length. This will help eliminate borrowing tables for activities such as the
Annual Fair, Christmas Party, and Annual Picnic.

* * ¥* * 3 3* * * * *

TOOKING AHEAD: The Society will hold the annual picnic for elderly resi-
dents on August 6, 1978, This year's annual tour will be scheduled sometime
during the month of Julv. The 0l1d Fashioned Fair will be held on Memorial
Day, Tuesday, May 30th. (According to N.Y.S. Law)

* * * * * +* ¥* * * *

ATTENDANCE REPORT: Based on an estimated count, the N.Y.S. Dep't. of
Commerée has been notified that approximately 2475 persons visited the Wilson
Museum during the year 1977,

#* #* * * * * * * +* %*

MEETINGS: A nostalgic evening of slides and reminiscing was presented by
Dr. Argue at the February meeting with many scenes shown of Society activities
covering the past six years. Trustees will meet Wed. evening, March 15th.

Mrs. Vernette Genter, Town of Cambria Historian, will be guest speaker at
the regular meeting on March 20th, Her program will be a slide presentation
on the town of Cambria. Refreshment hostesses will be Clara Marcks, Chrm.,

Verna Caufield and Donna Fritton.
* * * * %* * * #* %* *
BON MOT: If you want to recapture your youth, just cut off his allowance.
3 3 * * »* * 3#* * * #*
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THE B.& P.W. CLUB: Many organizations have come and gone since Wilson be-
came a town 160 years ago. Few of them, possibly, had an impact on the commun-
ity as did the former Wilsonian Business and Professional Womens Club.

The first organizational meeting of the group was held April 12, 1954 when
it joined with the National Club that started by an Act of Congress in 1919.
The first officers were Marguerite Langdon, Pres; Verna Caufield, Vice-Pres;
Anna Mae Nevins, Secy; Alice Nelson, Treas; and Kay Steinhauser, Corres. Secy.
The first official action was to sponsor Marion Nicholson as a delegate to the
Foreign Policy Association's 6th annual conference at Colgate University.

Meetings were conducted in the o0ld Wilson house with the express purpose of
protecting the rights of women everywhere; to provide opportunity for self ex-
pression; leadership training; and involement in the needs of the community.
The club received its charter from N.Y. State President Margaret Barnard, Sep-
tember 9, 1954, Membership was open to any gainfully employed woman.

In following years the club became active in a variety of projects such as
giving old books and calendars to Roswell Park, and Christmas gifts to area
nursing homes. Flags were presented to Brownie Troop #44 of Wilson, and a
state flag was given to Ransomville elementary school. Books were also pur-
chased for the Wilson Free Library, and memorial trees were planted in Green-
wood Cemetary. Golden ager picnics were sponsored each year at the lakeside
home of Mr, and Mrs. Willard Nevins, and gifts were sent to the Boy's Home at
Mt. View., Gifts of candy were also made each year at the school on Teachers
Recognition Day. When the Wilson Historical Society was organized in 1972,
paint was purchased by the B.& P.W. Club for the inside of the museum-depot.

A policy of granting business student loans was started in 1955, and the
first "Woman of the Year" award was made in 1956 during Business Womens Week
to Mrs. Lewis Smith, town historian. Mrs. Smith served 17 years as librar-
ian of the Wilson Free Library, and she was presented with a signature book
containing hundreds of names of Wilson citizens who had benefited by her un-
selfish service. Other women who were later honored were Eleanor Moot, Sally
Pelton, Felice Dean, Margaret Walker, Hazel Salisbury, Doris Tarr, and Kath-
erine Fenn.

The club accomplished many things through active participation at State
Conventions with delegates chosen to attend each year. Monthly dinner meetings,
with prominent area officials attending as guests, enabled members to keep
informed and exert influence on many local issues. The B.& P. W, Club was
also active supporters of the Community Ambassador program, and sponsored
several scholarship awards in the schools.

There is probably no way to measure the impact of this small but effective
group on Wilson since little fanfare or ballyhoo accompanied their many en-
deavors. They quietly lived up to their stated purpose "to involve themselves
in the needs of their community", and it was a sad day when, by consensus, the
club acted on a motion to withdraw from the State and National organization in
April, 1975.

Those who served as Past Presidents of the B.& P. W.s Club were: Marguerite
Langdon, Anna Mae Nevins, Esther Casselman, Alice Nelson, Verna Caufield,
Melva Ryan, Mildred E. Croop, Jean Stapf, Flossie Lortz, and Myra Karsten.

%* * * * * * * * *

NEW EXHIBIT PLANNED: The museum committee would like to set-up an "01ld
Fashioned Kitchen" in the Patterson Room during July and August. Success of
the project will depend on your co-operation. Please notify Lois Jennings if
you can loan any of the following items: Dry sink, drop leaf table, hand pump,
kitchen cupboard, kitchen utensils, or wood basket. Lois would like an early
call so plans may be made accordingly.

The next regular meeting of the museum committee will be held at the museum
Tuesday, April 4th at 10:00 AM,

#* ¥* * ¥* * »* * * *
BON MOT: The nicest thing about growing o0ld is finding your children

crossing the generation gap to your side.
* * * * * * ¥* * *



MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS: Boyd Howell of Newfane, silver tea-serving set for-
merly owned by his mother, the late Mrs. Earl W. Howell of Wilson; Mr.& Mrs.
George Wagner, engraved plaque about Hojack R.R.; Marion Sheeler, sewing ma-
chine used by Leo Sheeler's great grandmother in her dress making shops Gerry
Swann, 2 piece silk dress worn by Nettie Stoll's mother; Louis Tall, 2 framed
pictures showing newspaper ads for early vintage autos; Barbara Carr, copy of
Wilson "Oracle" (1917), andFireman's Field Day Program (13th annual)j Dorothy
Thilk, post car® featuring various holidays, and 12" globe on iron standard;
Mildred Schnoor, white petticoat with lace trim, 1917 copy of Watkin's Almanac,
1894 Annual Report of N.Y.S. Education Dep't., teacher's contract for 1920
with Wilson Dist. #4; Beatrice Salisbury, 3 photos of 3 Harrington sisters---
sisters of Elizabeth Harrington Patterson, 2nd wife of Richard Patterson, Wil-
son Station Agent, also a framed memorial card for Walter Martin, union sol-
dier who died in Confederate prison. He was born and lived in Wilson and his
mother was a sister of Bea Salisburys grandmother,

¥* * ¥* * 3* * * * *

DUES ARE DUE: With the price of everything going up, membership in the Wil-
son Hist. Soc. has just got to be the best bargain around. Arenewal form is
enclosed for your convenience. Won't you please renew promptly? It really helps.

* * * * L ] * * * * :

EXHIBIT:s The religious display will continue through April 30th. Hosts and
hostesses starting April 2nd will be Leona & Howard Hunterj April 9th, Reryl
Tovell & Helen Smith; April 16th, Karl & Gwenn Wright; April 23rd, Dorothy &
Norman Thilk; and April 30th, Miss Flossie Lortz.

* * * * I * 3 * *

ANSWER: The March newsletter challenged readers to identify states of the
Union which are spelled with only 4 letters. You probably got Ohio, Iowa, and
Utah quickly, but how about the 7 others; Alaska, Alabama, Kansas,Tennessee,
Mississippi, Indiana, and Hawaii? Although some letters are repeated, each of
these states is spelled with only four letters.

* * ¥* * * * 3#* ¥* *

YOU CAN HELP: The Society would like more pictures of old homes to mount in
the museum albums. A picture of the old Albright Opera House or former theater
would also be welcome. Please contact Nettie Stimson for more information.

¥* * %* ¥* 3* * »* ¥* *

SPECIAL NOTICE: The trustees meet Wednesday evenings prior to regular meet-
ings to decide matters relevant to running the Society. Their recommendations
are then read by the Secretary at the general meeting for action by the member-
ship. This helps to shorten business meetings and at the same time give every
member an opportunity to have a voice in all policy decisions.

+* %* * * * * * ¥* *

WAYS & MEANS: Plans are being made to compile a Hist. Soc. Cookbook as soon
as recipes can be accumulated. The committee is anxious to have every family
represented with at least one recipe in any of the following categories:
Appetizers, Bread & Rolls, Cake & Cookies, Desserts, Jellies & Jams, Main
Dishes, Soups & Salads, Vegetables, or Miscellaneous. Give your favorites to
Lois Barnum, Carole Schnoor, Christine Goodman, or Nettie Stoll. Out-of-Town-
ers may mail recipes to Nettie Stimson, 578 lLake St., Wilson,N.Y., 14172,

+* #* ¥* * »* * * ¥* ¥*

FAIR TIME: Eleanor Myers, Gen. Chrm., has announced that this year's Fair
will be held on Tuesday, May 30th, the traditional Memorial Day designated by
N.Y.5. as a legal holiday. A general meeting of all Fair Chrm. will be held at
10 AM Wednesday, April 19th, at musueum. Bring your ideas and suggestions.

+* * * * 3 ¥* * * #*

PUBLICATIONS: A new booklet, "Postal Service in the Town of Wilson", is now
being published and will be available soon for 50¢ per copy. Much of the infor-
metion in it was compiled from material submitted by Harold Albright, Wilson
Postmaster for 21 years. This is the 6th publication sponsored by the Society
in a continuing effort to record some of Wilson's unique history.

#* 3 * * * * 3* * %*

MEETINGS: A very interesting slide program on old houses and cemeteries in
Cambria was presented at the March meeting by Mrs. Vernette Genter, Town of
Cambria Historian. Organized in 1808, the town once encompassed all the area
we know today as Niagara County.

Members of the Wilson Town Board will be guests at the April 17th meeting
of the Society. Mr. Richard McCarthy of Lockport will be guest speaker and
present a program on Archiological Diggings. A special birthday cake to cele-
brate Wilson's 160th anniversary as a town of Niag, Co, will be cut following
the program.

Hostesses for the evening will be Dorothy Lort, Chrm., Hildred Brothers,
Eleanor Myers, Lois Jennings, and Winnie Fischer.

Trustees will meet at the museum Wednesday, April 12th, at 8:00 PM,

* +* * * * * * * +*

RESIGNATION: The Society regretfully accepts the resignation of Mr. Berne
Kent, trustee, who finds it difficult to attend Board meetings because of con-
flicting meetings of the Village Board and Wilson Central School.

+* ¥* ¥* #* * * * 3* *
FLEA MARKET: The new quilt will be displayed at the Masonic flea market to

be held at Lockport Sunday, April 9th from eleven to five PM.
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FOCD ¥CR THCUZET: “hen the Wilson Historical Society was organized six
years ago, there wag an outpouring of enthusiasm that enabled the new group
to accomplish many thines, If we recall the way the cld depot looked before
it was scraped or painted, or the way the freight room looked before Doc's
cars and trucks were moved out, we realize that the work accomplished was
phenomenal. Volunteers donated many hours of their time to renovate the mus-
eum, with much credit going to Art Schnoor who had the "lnow how" and willing-
ness to get the job done, However, we can not rest on our laurels, A contrac-
tor can frame up a house quickly, but it takes time and skill to finish it.
The museum is at the finishing stage now so your ideas &nd help are needed.

Many Senior members who orsanized the Society are unable 1o contribute as
much now as thev did in the past. In view of this, there is a great need for
younger members to accept and assume responsibility. The museum can be a great
attraction in the community. With your help it will be.

If we read the sentiment in town correctly, we believe there is a genulne
interest in the Society's accomplishments to date. Since we have all helped
put Wilson "on the map", so's to speak, we should 2]l share in the effort to
maintain the museum sc it will be a credit to the town.

Someday, your children or grandchildren will appreciate your foresight and
be grateful that you helped to preserve their heritage.

+* # 3 3 »* * * *

“STNGER'S SIDEWATK": Sdith Diez tells an interesting story about a period
in Wilson's history when the Youngstown Road was paved with cement on the
south side only. Since Roland Singer was Town Supervisor at the time, the
strip of highway was lkmown as “"Singer's Sidewalk". Cars traveling on the north
aide of the road didn't fare too well--especially when rains made the highway
muddy., Edith remembers one time her boyfriend came to see her., He was dressed
in white shirt and sood clothes and wasn't aware his car windows were open,

As he drove along the paved road, his mind in "cloud nine", he was quickly
brought back to earth when another car passed him and splattered him with mud.,
According to Tdith, when he arrived, he was a sight to see.

* * k3 * k- +* ¥* *

PARKING 1.O0T: The problem of loose stones on the parking lot will no longer
be a hazard to elderly members of the Society. Thanks to lee Farguharson the
1ot has been covered with fine stone and rolled down making the surface smooth
and safe to walk on. If members will park on either the east or west side of
the lot, the entranceway can be kept open allowing ample space for everyone.

* * # 1t * - »* **

ONE FOR THE BIRDG: If anyone has been wondering why the museum sign hasn't
been straightened up, there is a good reason, Each Spring a "mama killdeer”
gecideg to have her nest right at the spot where the sign is mounted, Clark
Stimson started to straishten it until he discovered the bird nesting there.
It has been "nip and tuck" each year whether the historical killdeer would
evacuate her home before the annual Fair, Sc far, she has timed her
exodus Just right.

* * * * * +* * +*

BUILDING CFFER: One can realize how times have changed since the 30s
when talking with friendly people like Mr, and Nrs. Paul Reid. Like many others
who survived the Great Depression, the Reids learned the value of a dollar and
knew what it meant to have to live on a budget or work long hard hours on a
farm., The old building that was once used as a milk stop for the "hojack" at
the Maple Rd. crossing, holds many memories for the Reids. Il once served as
their livingz quarters and the 2nd story, when used by the rajlroad, opened at
the height of a freight car door. It was later refinished as a bedroom. The
Reids have offered the building to the Society but as yet no way has been
found to move it.

* # * * #* # * *
THE OUTL: "A wise old owl sat on an oak, the more he saw the less he spoke;

The less he spoke the more he heard; Why aren't we like that wise old bird?"
& +* * * * _* o+ #



NEW MEMBERS: A hearty welcome to' new Junior members, Mark Pfohl and Mich-
ael McCarten, Mark is the 1 yr. old son of Delbert and Joanne Pfohl of Pekin, .
and Michael is the erandson of Ed and Ella Mae Peters of Wilson, It is also
2 pleasure to welcome 3 new adult members, Clarence and Lucy Monroe of Wilson,
and Mrs, Hazel Thilk of South Wilson,

£ % ¥ * ®* ¥ %X ¥

NEW BOCKLET: The 6th publication, “Postal Service in the Town of Wilson™, is
now off the press. The booklet was made possible through researeh by Karold ¥,
Albright, Wilson Postmaster for 21 years. Two sets of postcards are also now
available, They feature the drawings of the R.W. & C and N, Y. Central sta-~
tions which were done by Berne Kent.

k4 k. i-_il-_ﬁ- * » *

T e S R L a7 2. o

DEDICATION: In June, 1éS.¥ra#e agos. Regben Wilson, founder of the town of
Wilson, landed on the shores of Lake Ontario near the present intersection of
Maple and East T.ake Rds, There he erected his first cabin. The historical soc-
iety will conduct a brief dedication of a marker at the site in the yard of
Mr, and Mrs. M.H, White, The ceremony will begin a 7 PM, Monday evening,

June 19th, prior to the regular meeting at the museum.
+* * * L] 3* »* * *

NOMINEES: Burt Jennings, Chrm. of the Nominating Comm., has submitted the
following slate of officers and trustees to be voted on at the regular meeting
Monday evening, June 19th: Pres., Dr. John F. Argue; Vice-Pres., Don Croop;
Recording Secy, Cynthia Wilson; Corresponding Secy., Miss Flossie Lortz, and
Treasurer, Millie Croop. Trustees for 3 yrs.(1978-81), Whit Barnum, Ed
Hastings, and Gwen Heidenfeldt. Trustee for 1 yr.(1978-79}, Elwin Upton.

* * * * »* * k3 *

JUNE EXHIBIT: The monthly exhibit will be "Colored Glass" under the direc-
tion of T.eis Rarnum., If you have pieces you can loan for display, please try
to arrange with Tois to have them at the museum by Saturday, June 3rd.

Verna Czufield, Hostess Chrm., has announced that the following members
have agreed to serve as hosts and hostesses Sunday afternoons: June 4th, Ed
and Ella Iae Peters; June 11th, Winnie Fischer and Kazel Thilk; June 18th,
Marion and "Chuck" Campbell; and June 25th, Norm and Martha MacAskill.

% * »* * * 3% * *

MEETINGS: Trustees will meet at the museum June 14th at 8PM, The regular
meeting will be at the museum June 19th at 7:30 PM. John Krahling, new
Curator of the Niag, Co., Hist. Soc., will be guest speaker and discuss future
plans and programs of the County group. Prior to the program, an election cf
officers and trustees will be held.

Refreshment hostesses for the meeting will be Zilpha Petty,Chrm., Clo Reid,
and Mary Veiler,

* * * +* 3% * ¥ 3

STEDT.INGS DONATED: The Wilson Conservation Club recently donated 200
Austrian Pine seedlinss to the Society which were planted at the west end of
the property north of the tracks. Officers and trustees who attended the lay
Board meeting pitched in to get the job done under the direction of Ron
Schearer. Incidentally, have you noticed how nice the "Liberty Tree" 1is grow-
ing northeast of the caboose? It was also donated by the Conservation Club.

+* * + * * * k-2 #*

“BATTERY K": Cn a recent trip through Gettysburg,Pa., we obtained directions
from the National Park Service on how to locate the impressive Battery M mar-
ker on Power's Hill. The cornfield that grew around it when it was dedicated,
is now a rock covered woods, and without the help of two cbliging boys, Jeff
and Craig Rowling, we might never have found it.

Rangers told us that not even the National Park at Gettysburg is safe today
from desecration. Two cannon that had been bolted in cement on each side of
the Battervy M monument had been removed by thieves during the latter part of
April, and dragged to a road some distance away. Fortunately, before the
cannon could be loaded on & truck, they were found by the Rangers and removed
to a place for safe keeping. Too bad they couldn't do the same for the thieves.

#* # % * # * * *

QUESTION?77?: Did you ever wake up in the morning and say to yourself, "I
wonder if there is something I could do at the museum,” You haven't?? Well,
to quote a certain "Chevy" dealer, "Shame on you!™

%e checked with Lois Jennings, NMuseum Chgm., and she said there are a number
of areas where help is needed. She'd be delighted to have you on her team,
Taking care of the museum could be a challenge to our many talented members.
So, if you'd really like to get involved, why not jJjoin the museum committee.

+* * #* * * * » ¥*

QUT CF THE PAST: Another excerpt from the minutes of the Ladies Aid Soc:
"Prof. Bixly commenced a sinfing class here last night. & run-away team,
devoutly inclined, came dashing into the Presbyterian Church yard without
driver or steersman, guided only by their own sweet will they thought *to
attend "teacher's meeting". They were received with open arms and gently
driven to their homes again," *

3 ¥* # 3* #* ¥* * M

RECIPES: Don't forget to send your favorite recipes to Nettie Stimson. A
deadline for getting them in will probadbly be set after the fair so if you
‘want yours in the Society*Cogkbgok* ig's*tige Eo get started.



XCQUISITIONS: A slightly hilarious situation developed at the May meeting

. when IMiss Mabel Wilson presented some exceptionally beautiful aprons, child’s
dress, and other items to the Society. Sharon Monroe, Edna Martin, and Millie
Croop modeled the aprons which were given for use by the refreshment hostes-
ses. They will be hung in the kitchen (the aprons, not the hostesses).

Doc looked especially appealing in a tight fitting nitecap, and a pair of
bloomers, which he held in front of him, completed the picture. lLois Jennings
and Betty Stimson also assisted in the "demonstration". We thank Miss Wilson
for bringing some smiles and laughter to the meeting.

¥* * * * * * » »*

VISITORS: It is always a pleasure to welcome former residents and long time
members of the Societv. We refer to Mrs. Frances Landy of Bellevue, Washington,
who expects to be in the area until mid-June. She was accompanied by her
daughter, Mrs. Harriet Nolan of N. Tonawanda, who became our most recent
adult member,

3* +# 5 +* * #* 3* »*

FLEA MARKET: A recommendation by the Board of Trustees wag approved at the
May meeting to allow members of the Society only to have tables in a flea
market which will be held on the front lawn of the museum grounds in August.

A nominal fee will be charged with date to be announced,
3#* +* +* * * % 3 *

ATTRACTION: fttendance at the museum continues to hold up well on Sundays,
and more requests keep coming in for special visits. Sixteen members of Wilson
Girl Scout Troop #116 came to the museum on May 3rd with their leader, Nae
Quick. Nettie Stimson let the troop in and served as hostess for the group.

Cn Saturday, May 13th, thirty one ladies from the Y.W.C.A. at Kenmore, N.Y.,

came by bus, and were extremely pleased with the quilt display and other ex-

hibits. Dorothy Thilk, Sara Rerry, Ressie Cole, and Millie Croop served

coffee and homemade cookies to the fuests who were delighted by their welcome.
* +* * 3 * #* ® +*

COUNTRY FAIR: Monday, Yay 29th, is the day selected to hold the annual
Wilson Historical Society Fair. The first fair was held in 1973 when it was
proposed by the Ways and Means Comm. that the Society should have at least
one major fund raising event. The idea took hold, and thanks to everyone's
co-operation, the event has grown bigger and better each year.

Being a historical society, Fair Committees repeatedly stressed the impor-
tance ot encouragineg dealers of fine antiques to come and display their wares.
The ewer increasing number of dealers requesting space has justified the logic
of such a policy. Alsc, each year, blending right in with this theme, has
been the great showing of antique cars. And too, weather permitting, the
ladies have been encouraged to wear their old fashioned dresses.

Some entertainment has been provided at all fairs, but not so much as to
distract from the dealers., :lso, knowing that Mom or Pop would likea chance
to prowl around or visit by themselves, provisions have been made each year
to show free sound movies for the children. A special effort has been made
to show quality films through the co-operation & courtesy of our local ¥ilsonr
Free Library,

Eleanor Myers, 3eneral Chrm., has proposed that starting this year a greater
emphasis be placed on the "Homecoming theme". Many can recall the "0ld Home
weeks" of the 20's that always were so popular. She feels there could be no
better time than at the Society's “"Country Fair" for old friends and former
residents to “Re-unite with Wilsonites”. A special display of scrapbooks and
0ld photograph albums under the direction of Dorothy Thilk might well be a
focal peint for old friends to gather and reminisce. The exhibit will be along
the depot's south platform.

The Society alsc trys to provide an adequate selection of tasty foods
featurine those delicious hot dogs, chili, salads, pies, lemonade, fruit drink,
coffee and donuts. And then too there is always an ample supply of popcorn,
cheese, and Ressie's delicious home made candies.

t flea market tent, souvenir stand, and quilt raffle are also sponsored by
the Society as well as balloons and fish pond for the children.

In view of the large number of visitors at the Fair each year, parking
would be a problem if it weren't for the special courtesy extended by these
following businesses: The Farm and Garden Supply, Pfeiffer's Foods, Cntario
Orchards, and Jack Perry.

If the fair is a social success, it's bound to be a financial success, SO
Come to the Fair--Bring yvour friends--You'll be glad you did.

k2 4 * + #* +* i# *

YTLSON RUSINESSMEN: Generous support from town of Wilson Businesses has
gsaved the Society hundreds of dollars in advertising costs since the first
fair in 1973. This year is no exception. Would you believe that 73 business
men and women responded to this year’s appeal? Millie Croop personally
contacted each of them but is a little concered that she may have overlooked

someone., If such is the case, she offers her apologies.
+* * # * * %* 3 *

WANT TO HELP? Please refer to back of this page for suggestions.,
¥ * * I #* * * *

BON MOT: If it wasn't for the optimist, the pessimist would never know
how happy he wasn't. '

#* * * 3* * k. ¥ L3
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MAKE YOUR FAIR A WINNER o'

This 15 how you can he?P—

FOOD‘ LOIS BARNUM £ GWEN HEIDENFELDT:

PLease Brine Salaps; Pies;
SHeeT Cakes; Bakep Beans £ Cookies.

ALBUM5= DOROTHY THILK: OLD ScrapBooks oRr
PHotocrAPH ALsuMs Neepep.

PLANT5= KAY NESS & JANE MOXHAM: Couro Use
House Prants— Porrep or HangING.

CANDY= BESSIE COLE: Home HaozCAnmas-
Brine Your FavoriTe CoNEEcTION.

FLEA MARKET= LOIS JENNINGS: Leave Your
FLeas Benino Piavo [N Musevm Or CatL
Lois For Piek-ve,

_ QU ILT: NETTIE STIMSON: Trv To Seie Your
Books Of Tickers Berore Fair.
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WITSON PLCW: Many a furrow was turned over on Niagara and Erie Co. farms by
a plow that gazined fame years ago as the "Wilson Plow". It was produced at the
Barnum, "ilson & Co, Foundry in the village where agricultural implements and
castings were alsc made. The foundry was established by David L. Barnum and
associates Georee E. Vilson and Jno, S. Yilson.

Tester ‘Jagner of Sanborn, a cousin of the late Stanley Borngraeber, donated
one of these plows to the Wilson museum and it is in fairly good condition.
The name, D. T.. Barnum, 1856, and Wilson, N.Y. are plainly legible in raised
letters.

David L. Barnum was born July 30, 1825 on the family homestead known as
"RBarnum's Terrace" in the town of Brighton, Monrce Co, Yis father, Richard
2arnum, was born ac. 1789 at Danbury, Conn., and his wife, Electa Iloyd, bore
him < sons, Her father, David Tloyd, was killed in the Yar of 1812 and is en-
tombed at lewiston, N.Y.

David 1. Barnum purchased and operated a farm in Wilson for 2 years prior to
moving to the village where he opened an iron foundry. He married Elizabeth
Dy~ert, June 16, 1841, and they had 3 sons, David C., who studied law; Charles,
who hecame a book-keeper for the Buffalo Carriage Co.; and John E., who became
a2 ticket agent for the R.W.& C. at the State St. office in Rochester, N.Y.

i+ +* +* +* * +* +* +* # E3

SUMNMER ACTIVITIES: A4 gpedial ™Mauthor's day” was Teld in June "T0 cCirculate
the Society's latest publication, "Postal Service in the Towvm of Wilson.™ Cver
L0 vigitors had the opportunity to purchase booklets personally autographed by
Harold Albright, Wilson Postmaster for 21 years. Also presenti was Wilson's
current Postmaster, Mr. Dear Stoberl. Carol Hastings, Cheryl FPrown, Helen
French, Dorothy Thilk, and Dorothy Linnabery graciously served as hostesses.
Cookies and tea were served with Esther Albright and Mrsg., Dean Stoberl pouring.

In July, 44 members boarded a bus at the Wilson museum to visit Niagara-on-
the-Take in Canada. A walking tour of the village and visit to the town of
Nizaeara museum was climaxed by a delicious lunch served at Mooradian's Toat of
trms, Tewiston, N.Y.

“he annual picnic was held in Ausust with I'illie Croop and Dorothy Thilk in
charse of arrangements. A committee composed of Lois and Rurt Jennings, Carole
Schnoor, Garnette and Elwin Upton, and Arthur and Gertrude Schnoor took care
of seating,serving, and clean-up. They thank all who piltched in to help out.
Sixty two persons attended the picnic including 25 guests. Following a bounti-
ful buffet lunch, Dr. Arsue showed slides in the Patterson Room taken at this
year's Country Fair. & surprise added attraction was an excellent presentation
on @Williamsbure, Va. Cuests enjoyed renewing old acguaintances and viewing the
“Barly Settler's" kitchen set up in the museum by IZleanor kyers, Iois Rarnum,
and "ettie S%imson, Joe Hiseins helped out as consultant,

3 "firgt" for the Scciety was a Flea Warket held on the grounds iugust 13th,.
"he idea originated with the Roard of Trustees who felt that since many mem-
ters had siven of their time and talents to make the Country Fair a success
they should be recosnized with a special day of their own. Only members of the
Seciety were elisible to put up tables with a nominal fee of $1.00 charged %o
cover advertising in the Zetailer, Pennysaver, and Union Sun and Journal,

3 o -* * * ¥* L2 ¥* * *

SEANT UP": The fine food and service at Mooradian'’s Coat of Arms in Lewiston
prompted the Argue family to play a return engagement a week later. Glancing
zhout the room, Doc's eyes were drawn to a picture on the wall that looked
very much like the ilson museum. Upon closer examination he wag pleased to
discover tha* it was a letter wriiten on Hist. Soc, stationary by Lois Farnum,
tour chairman, thanking rooradian's for their excellent service. The letter

had been framed and hung on the wall of the restaurant.
* +# 3* * +#* k-3 +* -4 k-3 *

NCTIGE: A "star"by the address label on this newgsletter indicates no more

copies can be sent to you until your dues are paid.
* & k. #* * % *¥ & * *

PGl MCT: Faith is knowing there is an ocean because you have seen a brook.



e

- LAND ACQUIRED: George %W, RBadger, D.V.M., of Lockport, has donated approxi-
mately 4% acres of land west of the museum to the Town of Wilson. The land
will greatly expand the area now available for Hist. Soc. activities, and it .

will be desipnated as Radger Park. DU

Dr. Badger, a graduate of Wilson High School and Veterinarian schoocl at Core
nell University, married Rosemary Gafney, home ecenomics teacher at the Wilson
school., They made their home on Lake St. where the Clark Stimsons now reside.
Dr. Badger started practising his profession at Wilson in 1935 and remained in
the village for ten years. They moved ito Lockport in 1946 to their present home
on Locust Street Extension.

* #* 4 * * * * * k-3 #

LIFE MEMBERS: The Society gratefully welcomes the enrollment of John Myers
and Eleanor Hinchliffe Myers as the 20th and 21st Life members in the Wilson
Hist, Soc., It is also a real pleasure to welcome Laurie Albright, Shadigee Rd.,
as the newest Junior Member,

i * ¥ i L. 3 +* * * *

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: The following persons, for various reasons, have re-
linquished their offices in the Society. Hopefully, their decision will be tem-
porary and they'll once again join in the responsibility of serving: Rex Stacy,
Derothy Lort, and Berne Kent, trustees; Joe Higgins, Vice-Pres,j; Martha Mac-
Askill, Secy.:; and Nettie Stimson, Cpr., Secy.: also, Dorothy Lort, Genealogical;
Winifred Fischer, Refreshments; Ed Peters, Grounds; Nancy Kent, Library; Verna
Caufield, Sunday hostesses; and Ernestine Walpole, Ways and Means.

¥ * * +* ** 5 -] %* % k3

NEW CHAIRMEN: One of the most important jobs in the Socjety is the selection
of committee chairmen, This responsibility falls on the President. There are
presently 19 work areas where it is felt a committee can best function in the
interest of the Society. They are as follows: By-Laws, Karl Wright: Caboose,
Bob Rose; Fair, Eleanor Myers: Genealogical, Celeste Crawford; Grounds, Elwin
Upton; Historic Sites, Dorothy Thilk; Housekeeping, Betty Stimson; Library,
Helen French; Membership, Christine Kelman; Museum, Lois Jemningsi Planning,
Whit Barnum; Program, Norm MacAskill; Publications, Don Croop; Publicity, Dor-
othy Linnaberys; Quilt, Florence Schultzj; Refreshments, Marietta Goodman; Sunday
Hostesses, Edna Rose (assisted by Lucy Monroe): and Ways =snd Means, Lois Barnum.
Two comm. heads are mandated: Memorial, Treasurer,(Millie Croop); and Acquisi-
tions, Museum Chrm., {(Lois Jennings).

If you wish to join a committee, contact any of the above persons. If you
have ideas or suggestions that could help the Society--speak up.

* # i % ¥ * +* * * #*

NEW BUILDING??: During the past year: there hag been some discussion regard-
ing the erection of a steel and concrete building suitable for housing antique
cars and other large museum acquisitions. Whit Barnum stated at the August
trugstee meeting that the Planning Board can not make proposals for erecting a
building unless the membership first gives its approval., Consequently it was
decided to take a ballot vote at the September 18th regular meeting. If the
propogition is passed, the Plamning Board will study possible procedures and,
as is customary, make its proposals to the Board of Trustees.

¥ a* * * * * * * * *

MUSEUM ATTRACTIONSs The special "Early Settler's” kitchen in the Patterson
Room will ___ .. _be continued through the months of September and Cctober. The
colored glass display will be replaced in September by artifacts donated to
the museum in the past., ©5Sunday hostesses announced by Edna Rose are as follows:
Sept. 3rd, Bob and Edna Rose; Sept. 10th, Fenton and Bessie Cole; Sept. 17th,
Jim and Sharon Monroes and Sept 24, Art and Gertrude Schnoor,

#* * +* * * * ¥* * 3 3

FIREMEN RESPONDt: The Society got a helping hand from Wilson Volunteer Fire-
men who moved the extremely heavy train equipment from the museum to the home
of Norm Grundhoeffer, Beebe Rd. The job was difficult as one engine alone was
1,000 1bs., The trains were a big attraction for several years, but when the
Patterson Room was remodeled, two large engines had %o be stored in an area
where they could neither be seenmwr appreciated. In response to a request by
Pres., Airgue, Mike Kress enlisted the aid of about 10 husky firemen who donated
an evening of their time to move the trains and tracks.

+# I +* *® i ¥* * ¥* #* *

MEETINGS: Trustees will meet in museum, 8 PM, Wed, evening, September 13th.
The regular meeting will convene at 7:30 Pm sharp, lMonday evening, September 18,
Progcram will be a slide talk on Covered Bridges by Mr. Eugene Sulecki of Roch-
ester, The meeting will follow his presentation since he has to be back in
Rochester at 10:30 PM. Refreshment hostesses, according to Marietta Goodman,

will be: Edith Diez,Chrm., Helen Borngraeber, and Helen Sayer,
% * * +#+ 3 »* *® * % #*

TC3T & FCOUND: One stainless steel serving spoon used at picnic. If anyone
picked it up by mistake, please call Garnette Upton...also, Florence Schultz
has an aluminum pie plate left at the Fair. You may have it by calling her.

#* * * * ¥ * -+ i+ * *

VISITORS: Ladies of the Niagara Falls Chapter, D,A.R., visited the museum

after 2 picnic at the Thilk cottage, Eleanor Myers hosted the group.
# ® * * % % * * # #

ACHIEVEMENT: The man who rows the boat generally doesn't have time to rock it.
# % & ® £ ® &£ £ X %
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THE 19th INDEPENDENT BATTERY: Tt has been stated that, per capita, Wilson
had more soldiers in the Civil ‘ar than anv other community in New York. The
intriguing story of “Billy Sherman" has focused much of our attention on the
100 men of Tattery ¥, 1st N.Y. Light Artillery. Now, from time to time, we
would like to mention some of the 284 men w~ho enlisted from Wilson in other
units during the war. Cne such unit was the 19th Independent Battery, Tight
trtillery, of the New York Volunteers.

“he 19+h was recruited from Lockport, Alabama, Porter, and Wilson. It served
3 years from Cctober 27, 1862 until June 13th, 1865, and engaged in some of
the severest action of the war., The Pattery fought gallantly in the Pattle of
the Wilderness and Spotsylvania Court House where General Grant succeeded in
destroving Lee's offensive power, The 19th also took part in the Siege of
Petershurg, Pattle of the Crater, and Fall of Petersburg. A member of the
19th, Pvt, W.C. Peck, attributed the Pattery with having a superior group of
men and exceptionally fine horses. He said the horses were in "tip top" shape
because they were cared for by country boys who had "grown up” with horses.
Since such was the case they would rather miss their own dinners than allow
their horses to suffer hunger. )

Twenty men volunteered from Wilson to serve with the 19th including George
P. Austin, Charles W. Peebe, Ransom E, Rigalow, William Coan, David Frink,
JoRn A Hamblin, Theodore Havme, Jame§ A, HI1l, James H. Hotchkin, 7iIlYam H.
¥otchkin, Thomas ¥elley, Eenry Xent,«DPaniel Lehn, John McCoy, Mark McKenzie,
James S, Morrison, Villiam F, Parsons;*2nd Lieut. Gideon Ritchmeyer, Judson
Yan Marter, and Nimrod White. .y

¥ 0 ¥ ¥ ¥ 0% esw-m* #

NEY MEVRERS: 2 word of welcome to former Wilsonite, Mrs. Max (Veronica) Ran-
som of Tos /nreles, California., Veronica joined-the Society while visiting the
museum recentlv, It is also a pleasure to welcome our most recent new member,
Mre, Lucille Toodman Schmitt of Marietta, Ohio, £

1% 3 3# k-3 3* ¥* +* * 2+ ¥*

RAINRC. CCUNTRY: From September 30th to October 8th, 'the first annual "Rain-
bow Country" trout and salmon derby will be held in Niagara County---and when
one talks about fishingz, one's thoughts turn to Wilson, N.Y. Big Chinook 5al-
mon, Brown, and Rainbow Trout are moving in now in preparation for fall spawn-
ing runs., Salmon up to 32 1bs., have been caught along the Lakeshores, and 10
to 14 pound trout are not uncommon. In .1976, when Vilson's Bicentennial Com=-
mittee had 8,000 brochures printed describing Wilson as the "Boating and Fish~
ing Paradise" of Niagara County, it wasn't an idle boast but rather a well
calculated projection.,

Eizht new launch ramps have been completed in the area and more are expect-
ed, Parkine facilities are beines readied. It is estimated that 12 million
persons are visiting "Rainbow Country" annually. An influx of fishermen in the
sprine and fall will 2dd to these figures--not only in Niagara County, but in
wilson as well., Many touring and camping families who follow the Niagara Trail
like information on local points of interest. This is where our local museumn,
with its many fine exhibits, ran prove to be an added attraction.

ki3 * i * * -] * 3 3# *

IKDIAL, TCkE: e recently visited the old G.A.R. museum at Little Valley,N.Y.
to see the lifetime collection of Indian relics assembled by the late Eber L.
Russell, former historian at Perrysburg, N.Y., and Seneca Indian scholar. His
0old Indian map, identical to the one in the Patterson Room, is also prominently
displayed. There are only a few of these rare maps in existence, but thanks to

Bessie Cole, ¥r. Russell's daughger, the Wilson museum has one.
¥ * * * +* # x * * *

FARVIGT PIG™IVAT s The Newfane Hist. Soc. will hold a "Harvest Festival®,5un-
day, Cct 8th from 12 to & PV, A variety of activities are planned. Dealers are
welcome. 0all 778-8286 or 779%-9618 for more information,

T T S S S
BCMN MOT: I wondered why somebody didn't do something---then 1 realized that

I am somebody, .
D 2R T T T - S SR TR



RUILDIN: Cl'D: Following an interesting slide program on the architecture
and construction of covered wooden bridges,presented by Mr. Eugene Sulecki of
Rochester, the Societv took a pesitive stand on a construction program of its
own., 'ith only one negative vote cast, the proposition to erect a new steel
and concrete building was approvad, It is felt that this will provide much
needed space to display antique cars or other items too large for exhibiting
in the depot. The matter is now in the hands of the Planning Board and Trustees

for implementation.
s * ¥* # +* % * * 3 *

REUNTCN: The 1928 graduation class from Yilson High School recently held
their 50th reunion starting with a Punch Farty at the home of their advisor,
iss Mabel "'ilson. The afternoon was spent reminiscing and looking at old pic-
tures, and the areup wae treated to-a plezszant surprise when friends and neigh-
bors paraded to the scene accompanied by the strains of a tin pan band, A fine
dinner followed for members and their spouses at Harding's Restaurant.

Cf the 17 graduates, 15 are still livine. All class officers attended includ-
ing Maxine Fitch Gnage, Pres: Mayor Kenneth Yelker, Vice~Pres; Carrie Stacy,
Secys and James Gnase, Treasurer., Helen Berngraeber was class Valedictorian,
and Betty Jacques was 3Salutatorian. Mr., and Mrs. Harold Donner of Ithaca,N.Y.,
and Mr. and Mrs. Harold {(Wilma Dunkley) Turner of Muskoka lLake Canada, came
the farthest distance. Cthers attended frcae Niagara Falls, Youngstown, and
Ransomville, Nayor “Welker and Helen Borngraeber are the only class members
gtill living in "ilson.

* ¥* I * W ¥* ¥* * % b

MUSEUM EXHIRIT: lois Jennings, Chrm,, has announced that the special museum
display for Cctober and November will be "Irivets, Teapots, and Tureens.”

Edna Rose, Sun. Hostess Chrm., has obtained the services of the following mem-
bers to rreet visitors starting October 1st with Edgar and Eloise Culverwell;
Oct. 8th, Yirt and Dora “akeman; Cct. 15th, Harold and Esther Albright;
Cet. 22nd, Ted and Fildred Lonsbery; and Cct. 29th, Fred and Sarah Berry.

* * +# * * * 3# »* % +*

PATCH SPREADS YCRD: The sale of Hist. Scc. patches prompted a recent letter
from Louis K. "ilson of 4lbany, Ga., who is trying to trace his great grand-
father, Jacob Wilson. It seems a friend of Mr. Wilson's collects patches and
someway acquired a Wilson Hist. Scc. patch., When Mr, Wilson saw Wilson,N.Y on
the patch, he wrote here for information. His letter was referred to Dorothy
Thilk, Town Historian, but whether or not Mr, Wilson is successful in his
search, it is interesting how he found out about Wilson.

#* k- * * * 3* +* % ¥ #*

NEETIN:3: The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees is scheduled for
8 P, Yednesday evenine, Cctober 11th at the museum.

The esener=2l meeting of the Society promjses to be very interesting when lir,
Wendell D, Stratton of Youngstown will be our guest speaker on the subject of
"tntique clocks and their care". He is especially interested in clocks with
wooden works and will have several for display. Time: Oct. 16th-7:30PMimuseum.

Refrechment hostesses for the October meeting will be Dora Wakeman, Esther
41bright, and Gerry Swann.

% ¥* }* * 3% * * * * *

OPEN EOUSE: The Cambria Hist. Soc. is holding its 7th annual "Pioneer Day"
Cpen House at the Cambria Fire Co., Community Hall, Sunday, October 15th, from
12 Noon to 7P¥. idmission is free, A "Country Store" will feature baked goods,
sweet cider, fruit, and vegetables. Homeade donuts and candies will also be
available. TLet's heln our friendly southern neighbors.

* #0% + * * * * * *

WELCCME BACK: Dr. and Krs, Norman Eick have been spending a few weeks in

Wilson., Taura served as the first Secretary of the Wilson Hist. Soc,
k3 * % 3 * ¥ k-3 +# * *

ACRUISITICNG: 4 late 1800 Rosewood and Mahogany piano (Now setting in the
front of the Patterson Room)} was donated by Herbert Kahler of Newfane. The
piano was once owned by the Zlton Haynes family so Herb thought it would be
appropriate for it to return to Wilson, The 800 1b. "square grand" pianc was
made bty the F. Pirsson Co, of New York., He also donated a piano roll, Lockport
Fibre vase and pail, 1910 twinplex razor blade sharpener, old southermn Manru
coffee cans sold at Fred Wilson's store; old plane, dusting brush made in
China, 1897 candy cutter, early electric flash bulb, 1919 Gilette razor and
case, level, two spikes from west pier at Clcott, and a Townsend Banner.

Tr. J117iam seberli of Rochester has presented the museum with an oil paint-
in® ol a cabvoose which he did, Till has been writing & series on the "Hojack"
for the Prockport Post called "Requiem for a Railroad"” It features the recol-
lections of 8% yr. o0ld ifrthur Schwartz who spent his entdire working years on
the “iloiack". Ye worked one time with Mr. Patterson for about 6 months. The
articleg are bheinc kept in a scrapbook bty Millie Croop for the Society.

ry and Irs. Charles Branch: Two 7lass inkwells found in the walls of the
ocld Daniel's Read Schoolhouse.

Miss Mabel Tilson: An 1895 photo of the cobblestone school in the village,
algo a photec of the old Honeymoon Pridge taken 5 minutes after its collapse,

* * #* * 3 * * » * * '

TCCKING AHEAD: Eleanor Myers suggests, while doing your fall canning is a

zood time to "Put one jar aside for the Fair". Jams, Jjellies,& pickles needed.
+ * * * 3 * * *¥ +* k3
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WILSON CENTRAL SCHOCL: The new Wilson High School was built on Lake Street
opposite the old Union School with 2 ground breaking ceremony held in April,
1935, It was built at a cost of approximately $220,000, and dedication ceremo-
nies were held in the new auditorium about a year later. Prominent guests who
participated in the dedication were Miss Gazelle Hoffman, Dist. Supt.; Thomas
Marks, Pres. of the School Roard; Arthur Blemaster, Principalj Robert Burch,
Pres., of the Senior Class: Ora Pettit, representing the Alumni Assoclation; G.
Herbert Swick, who read the school history; Mrs. Helen Pettit Swallow, one of
the 1st graduates of the Union School; L.H. Bley, Architect; and Dr. Russel
Carter, principal speaker,

The school had a combined gymnasium and auditorium, homemaking, agricultural,
and commercial departments. Also a library, cafeteria, and inter-com speaking
system., Busing of high school students started immediately from rural districts,
and in the next few years additions were made to the faculty such as a physical
education instructor for girls, industrial arts department, 2nd music teacher
for grades and rural schools, full time librarian, and a part time dental hy-
gienist, When the schcol was centralized in 1941 there was 2 total enrollment
of 770 students, and of this number, 50 were graduated.

The Wilson Central Rural School District was organized June 25, 1941 under
Arthur W. BRlemaster, Princival. He was the 1st Principal of the centralized
district which operated in the Third Supervisory Distdct of Niagara County
under M, Gazelle Hoffman, Dist. Supt. of Schools.

As a result of the organization of the central school system, all rural dis-
tricts in the town of Wilson became part of the new larger district, however,
it wasn't until 1955 that all had voted to close. District #2 was later ceeded
to Newfane and joined the Newfane Rural School system. District #9 of Cambria
joined Wilson Central in 1946 and districts #1 and #10 of Cambria joined about
the same time.

Districts #5, #6, and #9 of the town of Porter (who had previously joined
together to form the Ransomville Union School District), also voted to join
Wilson Central in April, 195%. The Ransomville School was built in 1939 and
consisted of a modern & room brick building used for kindergarten and the 1st
eight grades. After ‘oining Wilson, only kindergarten and the first six grades
were taught there. :

The 19473-44 Wilson Central School Directory of the 3rd Supervisory Dist.,
listed the followine personel: Miss M. Gazelle Hoffman, Dist. Supt.: Arthur W,
Elemaster, Principal; Gleria Shuman, Secys; Wesley Churchill, Vice-Principal;
Mrs., Marion E. Schermerhorn; Dorothy Dehns Mrs. Grace Singer; Mrs. June Casler;
Mrs. Maxine CGnage; Mrs. Jean Hill; Mrs. Helen Himley; Mrs. Phyllis Gray; Jer-
ome Klatwitter; Albert Waites Betty Thom; Edith Swann; Mary Schweitzerg Anthony
Barone; Rernard Connors, and Sybil Murdock,

Junior Hisgh teachers were Catherine McLellan; Ethel Dikeman; Evelyn Friendly;g
Mrs. Marion Campbell; and Helen Bolton.

Grade teachers were Lotta E, Coombs,6th; Anna Hamilton,5th; Grace Evans,4th;
Almira Burch,3rd; Ruth Hamblin, 2nd; Mrs. Ernestine Walpole, 1st; and Dorothy
Allgeier, 1st. Mrs. Margaret Walker was Cafeteria Director.

Rural schools still operating under the centralized district were taught by
Mrs. Mary Callahan, Dist. #2:; Mrs. Florence Swick, Dist. #4: Mrs,., Marion Mac-
Millian, Dist. #5; Eloise J. Smith, Dist. #6; Helen Stevens, Dist. #83 Louise
B, Smith, Dist. #9; Heler Juzwiak, Dist. #10; and E. May Stacy, Dist. #12.

The Wilson Central Rural School Board consisted of Thomas A, Marks, Pres.,
Earl Brydges, Vice-Pres., Ray Fitch, Oscar Munch, Wirt Wakeman, and James
Cornell, Clerk.

In 1945 Mr., L. Ernest Tarr was appointed Principal and during the 20 vears
that he headed the Wilson School system, facilities were greatly expanded
and the population more than tripled. (to be continued)

3# % * % * ¥ * * +* +*

IN MEMORIAM: The Society regretfully acknowledges the passing of Richard D.
Rutt;70, a2 member of the Wilson Society since 1972, The members express their
sympathy to his wife Catherine and daughters Amy, Julie, and Mary.



BAKE SALE: Lois Barnum, Chrm. of Ways and Means, has announced that a Bake
Sale will be held on Election Day, Nov. 7th, at the Town Hall in Wilson onlv.
It will start at 10:00 AM and members are asked to please furnish pies, cook-
ies, or home-made breads. Anyone in the South Wilson area who would like to
bake and have their "goodies" taken to Wilson may do so by bringing them to
either the home of Millie Croop or Lois Barnum prior to 10:00 AM, Nov. 7th.

* 0¥ ¥ ¥ o X X X X% #»

PIANO NEWS: After Herb Kahler donated the square piano to the museum we dis-
covered that the first square piano was created in 1760 in England by a man
named Zumpe. The first piano built in America was made in Philadelphia by John
Behrent in 1775. Knee pedals were replaced with foot pedals by Stein in 1789,
and the first upright piano was built in Philadelphia by John Hawkins in 1800,
We wrote Bob Pierce, "Mr. Piano", of Long Beach, Cal., and enclosed a picture
of the museum's square grand. Mr. Pierce replied that he could give us no
further information other than A. Pirrson & Co. made pianos on Church St. in
New York City in 1829, Apparently we have a rare instrument.

L . A R T ST SR N N - 2

SHOULD WE DO IT? Karl Wright recently revealed that there is a movement under
way in Niagara Co. to pass "Landmark Crdinances" in local communities. Such
ordinances have been placed on the books in the Village of Lewiston, Town of
Lewiston, and City of Niagara Falls, Directors of the Niagara Hist. Soc. are
also pushing for the ordinance to be passed by their town Board.

Briefly, a Landmark Ordinance is a local law passed in a community which
seeks to protect historic structures from being demolished or inappropriately
altered. After a building is designated as a historic structure by a duly ap-
pointed Town Review Board, any demolition or exterior alteration must first be |
reviewed by that Board before a permit may be issued. In addition to preser-
ving historic landmarks there could be advantages to the owners of such desig-
nated structures in the form of possible funding for restoration.

* * ¥ * * 3% 3* * ¥ #*

OTHER SOCIETIES: The Town of Porter Hist. museum is now open Sunday after-
noons from 2 to 4 at the Village Center in Youngstown. Admission is free.

The 5th annual Harvest Dinner of the Hist. Soc. of North German Settlements
of W.N.Y. will be held Sat., Nov. 4th, at St. Peter's Lutheran School, Walmore
Rd.,from 5 to 6 PM, Dinner will feature fresh pork, turkey, and German desserts.
Das ist Gut!

#* L L * L * * * * %

NICE GOING: The museum grounds have looked real nice this summer thanks to
Elwin Upton and his volunteers, and it sure was thoughtful of Tom Sharpe to
volunteer to place the rubbish out each Tuesday evening. Perhaps we sound like
a broken record on the subject, but it must be emphasized that things are done
because of people, Fortunately, people have been the Wilson Society's greatest
asset, Our annual Fair has shown what can be accomplished when everyone pitches
in, but it is the continual efforts of many people thruout the year that makes
the Society a "winner", Florence Schultz and her dedicated quilters have set
a record of achievement 2nd to none, and Art Schnoor conscientiously keeps work-
ing to improve the appearance of the museum whenever he is able., A few years ago
Joe Higgins acquired a rare antique lamp for the old waiting room. Now, thanks
to Burt Jennings, it has been beautifully refinished and hung in the main en-
tranceway. Many persons loan items for exhibit and bring them to and from the
museum, We are aware of the many hours put in by Lois Jennings, her museum com-
mittee and others who have been making the bi-monthly exhibits so worthwhile. \
But who would see those exhibits if it wasn't for the good publicity in the
Union Sun & Journal through correspondent Dorothy Linnabery. And how about a
pat on the back to the 100 persons who volunteer each year to keep the museum
open Sunday afternoons? Then there are those charming refreshment hostesses
who outperform eachother providing homemade delicacies for the monthly meetings.
Doc Argue may have you on a diet, but we've noticed he generally isn't too far
from the refreshment table. Yes, whether its a hard working library comm. keep-
ing track of donations, or someone installing a sump pump, if we can call the
museum a success it is because of the varied combined talents of all members.

¥* ¥* * ¥* * ¥* * * 3* #*

THEY LIKE US: Over 30 members of the Niagara Falls Chapter of the D.A.R. came
back to Wilson in October to visit the museum and have lunch at Our Lady of the
RosaryCatholic Church. Joe Higgins guided the ladies through the newly improved
church facilities, and Dorothy Thilk and Eleanor Myers acted as "bus guides” on
a tour of the "Cobblestone Trail" which followed. The group was treated to an
"open house" tour of the old William Wilson home, present residence of Mr. and
Mrs, Whitney Rarnum. The 1861 structure has an "English Cut" facing morticed
with limestones.

* 3 * * * 3* 3* ¥* ¥* #*

NEW MEMBERS: The Wilson Historical Society is very glad to welcome two new
members in the Society, Mrs. Beatrice Singer of Texas, and Mr. Norman Pettit
of Lockport.

* #* * * % % ¥* ¥* * ¥*

NOVEMBER MEETINGS: The Trustees will meet at the museum, Wednesday evening,
November 15th at 8:00 PM. The regular meeting will be at the museum Monday
evening, November 20th at 7130 PM., The museum committee will meet at the mus- A
eum Monday, November 27th.

R ST T T D R T B R .
BON MOT: Ilnever thlng o£ tge gut¥re# I} comes sgon enough. (Einstein)



ELECTION DAY

nov, 7

AT

SAJIK

SY\NIRIE
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O NI, '

<> PLEASE FURNISH

ANNYY

A

PIES- CAKES-COOKIES~-AND
HOME-MADE BREADS

10:00 AM. 10:00AM

LdASH DONATIONS FROM OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS APPRECIATED.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS: During the past itwo years some very unique and original
hand-made ornaments have been created and presented to the museum by members
and friends of the Society. Another contest is planned for this year with a
"Do your own thing" theme. Crnaments may be started immediately and left at
the museum any 8Sunday afternoon from two to four up to and including Dec. 10th.
The December meeting will feature a "Show and Tell" program in keeping with
the Holiday Season. Sounds like a fun night--start planning ahead.

* * * »* * * #* 3 * +*
MUSEUM HOSTESSES: Museum hostesses for Sunday afternoons will be as follows:
November 5th, Anna Mae Nevins and Verna Caufield; November 12th, Gerry and
Earl Swann; November 19th, Lucy and "Bud" Monroe; and November 26th, CGarnette
and Elwin Upton.

The special bi-monthly exhibit of "Teapots, Trivets,and Tureens” will con-
tinue through November. Please bring cards, ornaments, ceramics, or anything
compatable with the Holiday Season prior to the museum committee meeting on
Monday, November 27th, If you have any question regarding the “"Holiday Season”
exhibit, please contact either Lois Jennings or Eleanor Myers.

# » * * » % * * +* *
PROBLEMS: We understand Bob Rose is "mad as a hornet”. Seems he wanted to take
advantage of the nice weather and do some more patching on the caboose, however,
he had a slight problem. An unfriendly swarm of hornets had set up housekeeping
where Bob wanted to work. Apparently the hornets liked the caboose the way it
is, and to prove their point, one of them stung Bob on the hand. He counter-
attacked by spraying gasoline on the nest and returned the next day figuring the
problem was 1§cked. However, the hornets were ready for him, and stiung him
again on the same hand. Between Elwin's killdeers and Bob's hornets, work at
the museum is becoming hazardous., Let's hope Art Schnoor doesn't encounter a

family of skunks in the storage room.
+* 4 * * * * * * »*

EXTRAVAGANCE: Anything you buy that is of no earthly use to your wife.
¥ * * * * * * * * #*



ACQUISITIONS: Maude Hausman has donated a large beautifully framed picture
of Lewis Hausman taken during World War I, also silk scarf, miscellaneous War
medals and postcards. Of special interest is a brand new cigar and cigarette
holdey in case, made in Czechoslovakia prior to 1918,

Alice Nelson of Criskanys A scrapbook from Xarl Wright's grandmother.

Arlene Karsten: Photo of Peter and Rachel Smoyer in front of their home, also
a photo of the old East Wilson Cornet Rand.

Ronald Martin: Log hock and chain found in area woods.

John Goodrich: Aerial photo of Wilson shoreline,

Mr, and Mrs, Floyd Beyer: Glass bottle marked D.S. McChesney, Wilson, N.Y.

Walter Ganshaw: Clerk's bock, School Dist, #13, town of Wilson. Presented to
Society on the 160th anniversary of the Town of Wilson,

Louis Tall: Poxed "Handy-Outing Stowve".

¥illie St.Cyr: Framed picture of old car,

Helen Borngraeber: Metal clothesrack.

Louis Marchettis Copy of Wilson Star dated July 2, 18956,

Mrs, Arnold Hale: Woven Shawl belonging to Lillie Hale ca. 1900.

Richard Shaw: Bible and family records of the Cushing family of Wilson. Bible
was purchased at an auction near Rapids, N.Y.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hursts 1877 copy of the Hély Bible; 1882 book,"Memorable
Events in History of U.S.s and 1905 Ames Dictionary.

Gloria Schneiders Newspaper clippings and copy of 1944 "Wilson VWerla",

Madalyn Thompson: Wedding bonnet used in 1870,

Edith Diez: Doll Cradle made by her grandfather in 1862,

Mr. and Mrs. Elwin Upton: Miniature cranberry and clear urn and pitcher
marked "Souvenir of Wilson".

William Rieger: Carpet stretcher.

Helen Borngraebers Cne Middleton Drugstore bottle, and two sample bottles
of E. Hinchliffe, Wilson.

Maple Rebecca Lodge: Card table covered with store ads,

Maurice Brown: 01d framed 1904 railroad map.

C, Ossmans Charcoal drawing and Water color of the Wilson Harbor in 1948,

Verna Caufield: 01d Fuller table-crummer and brush combination.

Phyllis McCarthy: Skirt, coat and spats and Quilt made by Anna Gifford, also
autograph book that belonged to Nellie Pettit.

Sue McKnights Two autograph books ca., 1893,

Perry Cuddeback: Mother's scrapbook and 1909 minutes of the P.A.

Thelma George: Books including "lLakes Country” by Arch Merrill,

Newfane Historical Societys Miscellaneous pictures of interest to Wilson,

George Spring,Jr.: Weed Catalogue issued to the Covert Car Co. in 1904,

Phyllis Hurst: Grandmother's cookbook dated 1886,

% * * * +* ¥ +* * * *

MYSTERY SOLVED: In case anyone has been wondering what that large ball shape
object is setting on the platform at the north side of the depot you have been
looking at the ornamental top of Wilson's first water tower.

# + * * +* * * * * *

MUSEUM PROGRESS: Recommendations of the Planning Boardé outlined at an October
meeting at the home 0f Whitney Barnum, Chrm.,, have been approved by the Board
of Trustees setting into motion several vital construction programs to improve
the town’s museum facilities. Weather permitting, a 40x60 concrete block build-
ing with steel roof will most likely be started when this Newsletter reaches
you. Top soil will be removed and the building staked out so that it will stand
just west of the present parking lot. Ed Hastings will supervise the project
and it is agreed that the finished product will be an attractive and useful
addition to museum facilities and activities.

Other plans approved by the Board include removing the large overhead door
and ramp at the west end of the depot and residing the door space to recapture
the original appearance of the station. A heater in the storage room will tie
into the heating ducts in the Patterson Room, ; -

* ¥* ¥* * * * * »* * »*

HISTORICAL NOTE: In the mid 1880's, Wilson was noted for other plows besides
those made at the Barnum Foundry. A September 30, 1859 copy of the Lockport
Journal and Courier states that the third premium awarded for the plow at the
County Fair was presented to Mr. Perrigo of Wilson.

% #* 3% * * #* »* * * *

BIG BOOST: In 1973 a decision was made to open the museum to visitors on
Sunday afternocons. Since "Chuck" Campbell, former Chrm of the Ways and Means
Comm,, initiated the idea of placing a glass jar by the entranceway for dona-
tions, $150 per year has been averaged---not counting the many other ltens
sold such asg ceramics, booklets, and other souvenirs.,

% +* +* * * * * * »* *
PROGRAM HOSTESSES:s Marietta has announced that Edna Martin, Marie Luff, and

Gertrude Schnoor will be refreshment hostesses for the November 20th meeting.
Norm MacAskill, Program Chrm., has announced that Relva Straight of Pendleton

will be our guest gspeaker at the regular meeting, Monday, November 29th. Belva
operates the "Trash and Treasures Shop” and will present an interesting dis-

course on Josiah Wedgwood and Pottery.
o * * * * * * * »* *

"CLD TIMER": An "old timer" is a person who remembers when charity was a
virtee, not an organization,

o
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THE 2£th INFANTRY: Many Vilson men enlisted in the 28th N.Y, Vol. Infantry,
and camped and trained at the old Niagara Co. Fair Grounds. When the regiment
assembled at Albany, it wae comprised of 10 companies from Niagara, Orleans,
and Genesec Counties. It served during two critical years of the war and became
known s the "hard luck" regiment. In 1862 at the Tattle of Cedar ¥t., Va,, 467
of the men who engapred in combat were lost. At Antietam, another long list of
casualties plagued the unit, Four companiesgs were captured at Chancellorsville
in 1863 when they refused to give ground to S5tonewall Jackson's troops. Many
Attempts were made to relieve the badly mauled 28%th from further battle but to
no avail., ‘‘herever they fought, freshly dug graves lined their route up and
down the Shenandoah Valley. The regiment started out with 798 officers and men
but when they returned to Tockport, May 20, 1863, only 418 remained,

Forty one of the following brave men volunteered from Wilson., How many came
back, we do not know: V'illiam Adriance, Norman Allen, James Ames, James Pald-
win, Charless Paker, Nelson Beebe, Fenry BRollow, Benjamin Brown, Henry Cole,
Daniel Davis, Samuel Davis, Volney Farley, Francis Flynn, William Gaskill,
“illiam Cillingham,Truman Goodenough, Francis Haner, Solander Hayes, James
Hill, Jedidiah Foas, Edward Houghton, John Kempton, Henry King, William Kruske,
Joseph Leacount, Skyler MacYenzie, Franklin McKinney, Sylvanus Miner, William
Parsons, James Phillips, Perry Putnam, William Ruetz, Edward Rumery, Orrin
Salisbury, *1lliam Salisbtury, Donald Smith, Joshua Smith, Edward S+, John,
George hiwick, and George Young. '

+# * i* #* 3* * * #

THL 1204 2CVEIRT: Fost members of the Society are aware that our recent acqui-
sition, the 1904 Tovert Chainless Runabout, was once owned by opera star,James
Melton, and that it was purchased from the Ford lMuseum at Dearborn, ich., Pow=-
ever, the importance of this acquisition was recently emphasized in the Nov/Dec
issue of the AiA magazine, "The Fotorist", with a two page spread on the car’'s
history by W»1ly Soderhelm, Lditor,

The cnrr i belleved to be the only one of its %Xind left in the U.S., and is
the first chainless car built in the nation. It was manufactured by 3yron V.
©overt at his Richmond Ave, plant in Lockport. Some "old timers" may have been
acquainted with his son, ¥lare Covert, who became Director of Public Relations
at Harrison Radiator Div, of GINC. The Covert is presently stored where it can
not be on exhibit, but this should all change when the Society's new transpor-
tation building is completed next spring.

Tt is an interesting fact that when Covert was building his cars in Lockport,
the "Niagara® avtomobile was being built in Wilson by Stanley Dwight and George
Brooks. (ieorge and .Joe WVhiteside worked on the wooden bodies, and IMr, Prooks
made the pears and clutches for the rear axle. The "Niagara" sold for about
2280, about 2200 more than the "Cgvert". Anyone interested in seeing what the
"Niagara" looked llke may refi? to the 1958 Wilson Centennial booklet.

* ¥* * 1 k2 » #

IUSEUN HOSTESSZS: Due to the proximity of Christmas and New Year's Eve, the
luseum will be CTCSED Sunday, Dec. 24th, and Sunday, Dec. 31st. Hostesses for
Dec. 3rd are ilelen Stevens; Dec. 10th, lMrs. Sharpe and son, Tom Sharpe; and
Dec. 17th, "Pud” and Tucy MNonroe. {(Gwenn Heidenfeldt took the Nonroe's place
on November 19th.}.....hinna Mae Nevins and Verna Caufield set a record in NOVe,
when they sreeted three young people from New Zealand, They visited the museunm
while guests of the Warren Harringtons..ss«.The W, ,N,¥Y. Hiking Club once walked
to the museum, but perhaps the most unusual visit came while Sara and Fred
Berry were present Oct. 29th. Two young men from Rochester used an old Rail
Handecar to travel between Somerset and Model City. They stopped to look around
and Sara fixed them a cup of hot coffee.,That's what we call "warm hospitality”.

* * * » * +* ®* *

PAYE SALE: The bake sale on Election Day was a financial success, thanks to
211 vho bhaked foods and made cash contributions. A special word of thanks to
vim Fleckenstein who donated potted plants, and to Lois Barnum and lettie Stim-

son for the time they devoted to it.
% # % %% E K

0 ICT: Yell done is better than well said. (Benjamin Franklin)
3 ¥ +* * * + * *



FEVBERS HONCRED: Dr. John F. Argue was awarded the "President's Citation"
last month at the annual convention of the N,Y.S. Medical Society in New York.
The award was made possible through the efforts of ¥rs. Cheryl Brown who
contacted leaders of local government, Church, Fire Companies, Fraternal organ-
izations etc. They in turn wrote letters to the MSSKNY who selected Dr. Argue
from over 25 nominees througshout the State, Nearly 300 medical delegates gave
him & standing ovation when he received the citation.

GCary Fitch, a member of the Society since 1974, was recently installed as
President of the International Apple Growers Institute at New Orleans, His
parents, Dudley and Elsie Fitch, attended the convention to see their son Hon-
ored, The Fitches are descendents of one of Wilson's oldest families.

#* ¥ ¥ % O #* B O &

GEREALOGICAL CIASS: Elder and Sister Boyd of the Normon Church are conduct-
ing renealogical classes at the Wilson Museum Wednesday afternoons at 2100 PN,
The sessions are free of charge and under the sponsorship of the YWilson Soc.
Four meetings are scheduled for Nov.22nd,and 29th; and Dec, 6th and 13th.

0% % X % 08 L

ACQUISITIONSt Visitors may now see a beautiful roll arm rocker in the Patier-
sor. Room which was caned by Mabel Yilson and donated to the Society. The chair
originally belonged to Emily Haynes, and is close to 200 years old, It was
obtained ir 1961 by Mabel from the late Clayton Carlton,

Lneille Schurr, Ransomvilles 1 crocheted apron, 3 palr of stockings with
back seams, and a felt hat.

Ze Maison Family: Antique money changer obtained from 3Suspension St.Station
of the "HoJack" with New York Central engraved upon it.

Herbert Xahler, Newfane: "Arthur's Illustrated Home Magazine dated 1873, and
1902 "Proceedings of the Niagara County PRoard of Supervisors”, also a card-
board fan from the Corwin Funeral Home.

Thelma Georges Baby shoes believed to have belonged to her mother,

Nerman Pettit, Lockport: 1879 picture of the /ilson Womens Christian Temper-
ance Union, Record of Vyllys E, Pettit Regent's exam taken under Principal
Hustleby of Wilson, and an 1897 Post Office Registry receipt by James Burpess,

BFetty Thorsby Brandt, Newfanes: Minutes of School Diste. #16 & #2 (Corner of
Ide and Beebe Rds) January 16, 1841 and August 7, 1906,

Frs, Kenneth Bush, Clcott: Cx Yoke from estate of Silas loble, Olcott butcher.,

Harley (liabel) Wilson: Cradle Scythe, ca. 150 yrs. old.

I"iss Ruby Coatest Vater color picture by La Beaum N, Wilson, son of Luther.

Gladys Buckner: Small book of Proverbs dated 1861Carl gaveto his g.g5. grand-
father, also small photo of Benjamin Weaver.

Diez Family; Assorted pictures, autograph book belonging to John Diez, and
large family Bible incribed "Nildred Kiddleton", also two 1883 Gospel Hymnals
and 1875 copyrighted issue of book, "Two Paths".
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[MEETINGSs Trustees will meet Wed. eve, Dec. 13th, 8:00 PM at museum.

A "Show and Tell" program will be presented at the regular meeting, Monday
evening, Dec., 18th, with Norm and Martha in charge. All persons attending are
asked 1o bring a gpecial item in keepings with the leliday Season. Refreshment
hostesses will be Janice Sporleder,Chrm., Kay Nessgand MNancy Kent.

The Museum Comm, will meet Mon.,Nov. 27th at 10 AVM to dismantle old exhibit
and set up new display for December and January,. Please pick up your valuables
at this time and bring items for "Holiday Season" exhibit. It is also planned
to decorate the Christmas tree then with Miss Flossie Lortz in charge, Everyone
is invited;and bring old ornaments if you can for a real old-fashioned trees

H R & #* % #* * #*

fETZ ACQUIRED: Dr. Argue donated his 1907 Wetz to the Wilscon Hist. Soc. at
the November meeting of the Board of Trustees. The gift was unanimously accep-
ted by the Board following a motion by FEd hastings, seconded by Elwin Upton.
The car has been completely renovated and is in mint condition, A recent expert
appraisal places a market value of 27,500 on it.

The Metz was purchased new in 1607 by Dr. Murray Mudge of Hartland who bought
it from Hull's of Gasport, distributor of the Metz car at that time, Dr. Mudge
drove it until 1920 then sold it to Herbert Smart who kept it for approximately
30 years. Nr., Smart, Francis Brown's ste~Tather, sold the car to Lr. Argue,
May 24, 1965, This is the 2nd antique car given the Society by the doctor,
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PERSONALS: Nice hearing from John and Marion Goodrich who are spending a
few months with their daughter,Jean, at Chula Vista, California...,.hillie
Croop,treas,, wishes to thank everyone for the cheerful cards and friendly
concern following an operation on her feet at Sheridan Park Hospital.

L ¥ & ¥ % # #

RACEWAY CAYEs Possibly everyone knows that Lockport's Raceway Cave was in-
vented Tx "1:15111 Holly, the man who originated the idea of pumping water
through a tap for domestic use. But we wonder if everyone realizes that the
cave is nov becoming a ma jor tourist attraction? In addition to an annusal
Halloween "fripht tour", visitors may now take an underground hoatride which
is probably the longest in the U.S.

#¥OO0X X X X X X M
DECEMBER: Shortly will another year, Pass away and disappear: "Set thine

house in order, man," Life is but a fleeting span.




