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WILSON'S "OLD TIME RELIGION":
The Wilson area was l i t t l e more t h a n a v a s t wi lderness when t h e fi r s t Presbyter ian Church

was organized in t h e town on J a n u a r y 1 8 , 1819, by t h e R e v. David M. Smith of Lewiston and
John and Danie l Holmes of Wi lson.

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r t h e fi r s t Sabbath S c h o o l , (Sunday School) was s t a r t e d b y Deacon H o l m e s ,
M r . and M r s . Ca l v i n P r a t t , Luman C a s e , and S a l l y and Richard Holmes, and c l a s s e s were h e l d
in t h e 1818 l o g schoolhouse t h a t had been b u i l t on Reuben Wilson's p roper t y on Lake Road, about
a m i l e and a h a l f e a s t o f t h e presen t v i l l a g e .

A l e t t e r w r i t t e n in 1870 by E l m e r B i c k f o r d , a member of t h e Presbyterian congregation, g ives
a n i n t e r e s t i n g descr ip t ion o f t h e fi r s t Sabbath S c h o o l , and some o f t h e d i f fi c u l t conditions
t h a t ex is ted a t t h e t ime :

"The h e a r t h in t h e schoolhouse was w i d e , and a chimney of s t i c ks and c l a y was b u i l t up on
t h e outs ide of t h e l o g b u i l d i n g . Furn ish ings were sparse and consisted o n l y o f an unpainted
p i n e t a b l e and a s i n g l e c h a i r .

Desks w i th sui table seats were fastened to the ins ide w a l l s of the cabin, and during publ ic
worship, addi t ional seats were s e t up in the middle of the room.

The e a r l y pioneers spent many days of hard l a b o r removing the dense t a n g l e of underbrush
and v i r g i n t i m b e r, and i t was n o t uncommon f o r c h i l d r e n , whi le walking t o Sabbath Schoo l , t o
see t r a c k s of wolves or bear crossing t h e i r pa th .

The c lo th i ng worn by chidten was very s im i la r in appearance, so nobody stayed home because
of t h e i r d ress . The garments were worn a l l week, b u t meticulous mothers always made sure the
C lo th ing was c lean and pressed f o r Sunday.

In t h e summer, youngsters attended school k a r e f o o t , and the boys u s . a l l y came in t h e i r
shir ts leeves. I f a g i r l ' s bonnet gave o u t , she would p l a c e a c o l o r f u l bandana over he r head
r a t h e r than miss Sabbath Schbdol u n t i l a new one was acquired.

The Presbyter ian Church was unique because i t emphasized t h e importance of r e l i g i o u s t r a i n ‑
i n g f o r c h i l d r e n , and t h e aim o f t h e Sabbath Schoo l was t o f a m i l i a r i z e p u p i l s w i t h t h e e a r l y
l anquage o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s .

Yo u n g s t e r s were encouraged t o memorize l a r g e po r t i ons o f t h e B i b l e , and were o f t e n expected
t o r e c i t e 5 0 o r 6 0 v e r s e s each week .

S ing ing was sparse w i t h seldom more t h a n one hymn be ing sung d u r i n g a Sunday S e r v i c e , a l s o
l i b r a r y ma te r i a l o r r e l i g i o u s papers were i n s h o r t s u p p l y. A s a r e s u l t , young peop le would
o f t e n read books l i k e " P i l g r i m ' s P r o g r e s s " or"The “Holy Wa r " , ove r and over again.

A r e l i g i o u s r e v i v a l in 1828 saw Sabbath Schoo ls establ ished in a l l t h e school d i s t r i c t s
in t h e township, b u t a f t e r t h e fi r s t f rame Presbyterian Church was b u i l t on Lake S t r e e t in
1834, a l l t h e d i s t r i c t Sunday Schoo ls were merged i n t o one c e n t r a l Sabbath S c h o o l . "

On J u l y 10, 1894, t h e Presbyter ian Church was consumed by flames in t h e same fi r e t h a t
des t royed t h e Ontar io H o t e l a t t h e corner o f L a k e and Young S t r e e t s .

In 1896, t h e church was r e b u i l t w i t h b r i c k and s t o n e , and serv ices were resumed t h e r e and
con t in ued t o J u l y 25, 1930, when t h e church was d isso lved b y t h e Niagara P r e s b y t e r y.

Today t h e b e a u t i f u l o l d f o r m e r Presbyter ian Church is t h e home of Our Lady of t h e Rosary
Roman C a t h o l i c Church. (Sabbath Schoo l i n fo rma t ion supp l i ed by Miss H e l e n Stevens.)* * * * * * * * * *

The 2nd church s t a r t e d in Wilson was t h e Methodist-Episcopal Soc ie t y which was organized
in March , 1827. The church was incorpora ted J a n . 2 , 1836, and t h e l s t f rame e d i fi c e was b u i l t
ac ross f r o m t h e Presbyter ian Church in 1837.

This b u i l d i n g was used u n t i l about 1883 when i t was moved n o r t ho f t h e p r e s e n t c h u r c h ,
s t a r t e d i n 1884. A l t h o u g h n o t t h e o l d e s t r e l i g i o u s g r o u p i n Wi l son , E x l e y Methodist has b e e n
in continuous operat ion f o r ove r 150 y e a r s .

A unique f u n d - r a i s i n g p r o j e c t was s t a r t e d i n 1951 t o b u i l d o n a new a d d i t i o n c o n s i s t i n g o f
a new modern k i t c h e n and rooms f o r Ch r i s t i an Educat ion.

The p a s t o r , Rev. Wa l t e r K i n g s l e y, handed each f a m i l y i n h i s fl o c k a $10 b i l l o n Memorial
D a y, and asked t h a t t h e y increase i t s v a l u e by making use of t h e i r t a l e n t s . The congregat ion
responded v i g o r o u s l y, and many ingenious ideas were promoted f r o m r a i s i n g puppies and c a l v e s
to making aprons, po tho lders , baked goods, b i r d houses , o r r a i s i n g fl o w e r s .

By Thanksgiving, t h e i n i t i a l o u t l a y of $920 had been increased to $7,420 d o l l a r s . The
c h u r c h ' s t a l e n t program, which was f e a t u r e d in M c C a l l ' s Magazine, was t h e beg inn ing of a
fi n a n c i a l d r i v e t h a t saw $40,00 in b u i l d i n g improvements pa id o f f in s i x y e a r s .* * * * * * * * * *
CALENDAR: J a n . 5 t h , P lann ing B o a r d , museum, 7:30 PM; Jan. 11 t h , Board D i r e c t o r s , D r . S i n g h ' s

O f fi c e , 7 :30 PM; J a n . 1 6 t h , P reg ram Meeting, museum, 7:30PM.
* k k k o k & k k & & k &
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BOARD APPROVES PROPOSAL: :

The ant ique c a r committee composed of J im P i s e l l o , Chrm. , Wa l l y Goodman, Tom Walder, Bob
Rose, David Branch, Faye P i s e l l o , and C l a r k Stimson, (advisory Committeeman) drew up a th ree
y e a r p l a n in November f o r renovat ion and improvement of t h e p r e s e n t f a c i l i t i e s in order to
b e t t e r d isp lay t h e ant ique c a r collection--one of t h e museum's g r e a t e s t a s s e t s .

The Board of Directors approved t h e p l a n as submitted at t h e December meeting which w i l l
c a l l f o r a budgeted o u t l a y of $12,000 over t h e n e x t th ree years .

In 1989-90,.some of t h e funds w i l l be used to renovate the 1959 Cadi l lac f o r pa rade p u r ‑
poses, and t h e Avant i w i l l a l s o be p u t in running condi t ion.

The fi r s t y e a r ' s budget w i l l a l s o include money f o r t h e g e n e r a l maintenance of a l l
t h e c a r s , and funds to s t a r t a garage area f o r minor r e p a i r w o r k .

I t i s t he p o l i c y o f t h e soc iety to dispose any o f t h e c a r acqu i s i t i ons which have no
immediate ant ique or c l ass i c v a l u e , and u s e t h e money received f r o m t h e i r s a l e to recondi t ion
t h e cars re ta ined a t t h e museum.

Dur ing t h e p a s t y e a r , t h ree of t h e s o c i e t y ' s l a t e model ca rs were s o l d f o r approximately
$2800 inc luding a 1969 Volkswagon Bus ; a 1970 O l d s C u t l a s ; and a 1975 Buick R iv ie ra .

The Board a l s o passed a motion t o t r a n s f e r $2,000 f r o m t h e g e n e r a l f u n d t o t h e c a r f u n d
so t h a t t h e I s t y e a r p l a n s of t h e c a r committee wou ld be funded.

The p r o p o s a l f o r t h e 2nd year,(1990-91) a s k s f o r a budget of $4,000 to be used f o r body
w o r k , p a i n t , and engine d e t a i l on t h e 1957 L inco ln Continental and t h e 1946 C h r y s l e r I m p e r i a l
Limousine.

One thousand would a l s o b e a l l o t t e d f o r fi n i s h i n g t h e garage a r e a , wh i le another thousand
would be used f o r g e n e r a l maintenance on a l l c a r s .

I n t h e t h i r d y e a r , (1991-92), t h e 1923 1 t o n Chevy t r u c k and o t h e r r e s t o r a t i o n w i l l b e
comp le ted .

The committee a l s o recommends t h a t a p o l e ba rn should be e rec ted on t h e grounds f o r s to rage
purposes, and w i l l a l s o inves t iga te t h e c o s t o f acqu i r ing fi r e and vandelism insurance f o r t h e
Argue B u i l d i n g .

I t i s a l s o sugges ted t h a t au to insurance would b e desi rable o n th ree ca rs i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n ,
and t h a t a h i s t o r i c a l p l a t e b e acquired f o r t r a n s f e r f r om one c a r t o t h e o t h e r.

The garage w i l l b e c o n s t r u c t e d i n t h e west end o f t h e p r e s e n t p a t i o o r breezeway which now
connects t h e barnum B u i l d i n g t o t h e Argue B u i l d i n g .

The Board of Directors unanimously agreed t h a t renovation of the bu i l d i ng as a proper
display f a c i l i t y f o r the soc ie ty 's valuableantique car c o l l e c t i o n , (col lect ively estimated to
be worth at l e a s t $170,000) is l o n g overdue.

The car committee agrees the p r o p o s a l is an ambitious one, but w i l l t r y to h e l p w i th t h e
funding. Wal ly Goodman, speaking f o r the committee, said they w i l l be look ing i n t o obtaining
S t a t e or Federal G r a n t s , and are a l s o interested ‘ in s t a r t i n g an annual Antique Car R a l l y
to be he ld on the museum grounds.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS: eo

Eleanor M . Brydges o f Niagara F a l l s , has donated a framed c e r t i fi c a t e t h a t was presented
to Senator E a r l W. Brydges in recogni t ion of H is to r i c Service to the People of New York S t a t e .

The c e r t i fi c a t e was presented t o him a t t h e Albany Cap i to l i n 1967 whi le h e was serving
as a member o f t h e R u l e s Committee f o r t h e 1967 Const i tu t iona l Convention.

Diane A l b r i g h t : One m a n ' s w o o l m i l i t a r y t o p - c o a t , and two lea the r suitcases.
B e t t y Stimson: Photo copies of newspaper c l i p p i n g s of e a r l y deaths and weddings in t h e

Wilson area .
Lo is A l l e n , L o c k p o r t : School p h o t o taken in 1931 at D i s t r i c t Schoolhouse #13. Persons

i n p h o t o a r e i d e n t i fi e d .
M r . and Mrs . C h a r l t o n Bu lmer : Two leather-bound d i a r i e s , 1890; a l s o 8 t i c k e t s f o r t h e

1960 p l a y , "Dudes and Dames", sponsored by t h e Wilson Lions C lub to b e n e fi t t h e L i t t l e League
B a l l P a r k .

M r . and M r s . Wesley Johnson, Towanda, Penn: Smith-Corona t y p e w r i t e r purchased in 1921
f o r home course in t y p i n g to secure j o b as a stenographer.

* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Joseph Higg ins , 83, passed away at h i s home unexpec ted ly, Tuesday, November 22, 1988. He
was b o r n in Lockpor t on A p r i l 27 , 1905, t h e s o n o f Joseph and Anna Specht H igg ins .

He was one of t h e founders of t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y, a n d , as i t s l s t Vice-President
and member o f t h e Board o f Tr u s t e e s , he lped f o r m u l a t e t h e p o l i c i e s t h a t l e d t o t h e l a t e r s u c ‑
cess of t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . Joe was a l s o Vice-President of t h e Niagara County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i ‑
e t y f o r many y e a r s .

He was a l s o a devout member of Our Lady of t h e Rosary R . C . Church, and member of t h e S t .
Vincent D e P a u l S o c i e t y.

He is surv ived by one s i s t e r , M r s . W i l l a rd (Anna Mae) Nevins of Wi lson; a nephew, Bruce
Nevins of Wilson; a l s o a g r a n d n iece , K r i s ten Nevins; and one grand nephew, Sean Nevins, b o t h
of Wilson.

A Mass of Ch r i s t i an B u r i a l was celebrated at Our Lady of t h e Rosary R .C . Church w i t h b u r i a l
a t S t . P a t r i c k ' s Cemetery w i t h Fa the r P a u l Burkard o f fi c i a t i n g .

* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE SUN:

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Rena Rohring, town assessor, who r e c e n t l y earned advanced c e r t i fi c a t i o n
des igna t ion f rom t h e S t a t e D i v i s i o n o f E q u a l i z a t i o n and Assessment.

Rena served as Chairman of t h e 1984 Memorial Day F a i r , and t h e words t h a t she spoke to h e r
h e l p e r s t h a t y e a r have a s much meaning today a s t h e y d i d t h e n :

" D o n ' t eve r l e t t h e enthusiasm which y o u a l l have shown e v e r be dampened. Our town needs
what t h e H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty has to o f f e r , so p r o t e c t and p r e s e r v e what we have been, and
w i l l b e . "

* * * * ’ * * * * *
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THE FACULTY CLUB:

I n t h e year 1946, t h e F a c u l t y C l u b a t Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l had a soc ia l c a l e n d a r , and
Dick D o t e n , a business teacher in Ma ine , r e c e n t l y sen t Ern ie Walpole a copy of one he had
when he t a u g h t in Wilson.

Some of t h e teachers who t a u g h t in Wilson then a r e s t i l l residents of t h e area--some a r e
deceased. See how many you can i d e n t i f y f r o m t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t :

M.Schermerhorn,L.Coombs, M. Imershe in , G. Shuman, C. We lsh , G. Snyder, M. C a l l a h a n , D. Dehn,
E . Doug a n , R . Lynch, H . S t e v e n s , D . A l l g e i e r , F. B l e m a s t e r , E . Dikeman, D . R e b e r , E . S m i t h ,
J . S t e v e n s , M . Redder, M . Campbel l , A . B r u n e t t i , J .KX¥awit ter, A . Sch iekengurge r, M . S t a c y ,
E . Wa lpo le , E . T a r r , W . C h u r c h i l l , C . & W . H u t c h i s o n , S . Murdock , K . N e s s , and R . D o t e n .

F a c u l t y events d u r i n g a s i x months per iod inc luded a s l e i g h r i d e in J a n u a r y ; a Valentine
Soc ia l i n Februa ry ; a S t . Pa t r i ck ' s Socia l i n March; E a s t e r i n A p r i l ; Entertain School Board
in May; and a P icn i c in June. * * * * * * * * * *
HOLIDAY LIGHTING DECORATIONS:

Wilson may n o t be t h e "Rainbow C e n t e r " , b u t f o r i t s s i z e we'd say t h e l i g h t i n g d i sp lay in
t h e v i l l a g e and town was a l i t t l e l e s s than sensational t h i s Hol iday Season.

Anyone who entered t h e v i l l a g e f r o m t h e south was greeted w i t h a beaut i fu l arrangement at
t h e Farm and Garden S u p p l y, and as one proceeded i n t o t h e v i l l a g e t w i n k l i n g l i g h t s l i t up t h e
n i g h t on a l l s ides .

The h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y museum had a brand new l a r g e wreath centered o n t h e eas t end o f t h e
depo t , and two l a r g e l a n t e r n s were mounted o n e i t h e r s i d e . The wreath was p u t i n p l a c e b y
B u r t and L o i s Jennings, and Don Bur rows hooked a t ime r system to i t .

The two l a r g e l a n t e r n s were g i f t s f r o m t h e Wilson Business Assoc ia t i on , and were f o r m e r l y
used t o decora te t h e Main S t r e e t i n L o c k p o r t .

D a r r e l l Smith at tached t h e l a n t e r n s to t h e museum, and hooked them i n t o t h e t i m i n g system
so t h a t a l l t h r e e decorat ive pieces turned on and o f f at t h e same t ime.* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

Bea Hicks repor ts t h a t she had an enjoyable summer showing s i s t e r s Marian Winger and Agnes
Shanahan some of t h e s i t e s in Ca l i fo rn ia they h a d n ' t seen b e f o r e .

She was a b l e to t a k e t ime o u t f r o m h e r busy NSDAR schedule to spend Christmas in Phoenix
w i th h e r daughter, and whi le t h e r e was a b l e to welcome home h e r grandson f r o m t h e Nava l Academy.* * * * * * * * * *
GALA AFFAIR:

One of the more popu lar events he ld a t t h e Wilson Cen t ra l School is the annual Senior
Cit izen Breakfast .

This y e a r ' s e v e n t , sponsored by the Wilson Teachers' Association and students and s t a f f
of the Wilson Junior-Senior High S c h o o l , was he ld on Dec. 15th f rom 8:15 to 11:00 AM.

Guests were t rea ted w i t h selections played by t h e Wilson Band, then adjourned to the
cafeter ia where they were served b r e a k f a s t prepared by the 8 th grade and Senior High Home
Economics students.

A v a r i e t y of entertainment was provided by t h e cho ra l group and school c h o i r , a l o n g wi th
numerous disp lays of students ' w o r k , and e x c i t i n g student demonstrations.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

We a r e happy to welcome as new members, H. B r u c e Lederhouse of C h a r l o t t e , N o r t h C a r o l i n a ,
and M r . and M r s . Kevin K i n g o f L o c k p o r t , N Y.* * * * * * * * * *
JUNIPER TRADITION:

L a s t summer, Miss F loss ie L o r t z donated 3 Junipers t o t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y, howeve r, b e ‑
cause of t h e l o n g h o t d r y summer, i t was impossible to p l a n t them in t h e loca t i on decided upon.

Elwin U p t o n , grounds chai rman, watered them f a i t h f u l l y every week a l l summer, and hopes
they w i l l survive u n t i l sp r i ng .

O f some i n t e r e s t i s t h e f a c t t h a t t h e Junipers produce ber r ies w i t h round b l a c k seeds
which have a lways been associated w i t h p ro tec t i on and freedom.

Ye a r s ago, t h e t r a d i t i o n was t h a t i f you k e p t 3 j un ipe r seeds i n your p o c k e t , "You cou ld
wa lk in t h e f o r e s t w i thou t f e a r , d r i n k f r o m t h e l a k e w i thou t ha rm, and r i d e t h e w ind . "* * * * * * * * * *
JANUARY PROGRAM:

Deanna Demmin, t h e N . Y. S t a t e D a i r y P r i n c e s s , w i l l b e t h e guest speaker a t t h e Wilson
h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y meeting o n Monday, Janua ry 1 6 , 1989, a t 7:30 PM.

Miss Demmin w i l l h e l p h e r audience understand t h e d a i r y fa rme r and t h e d a i r y i n d u s t r y , and
w i l l a l s o exp la in what b e i n g a D a i r y Pr incess is a l l a b o u t .

Deanna is t h e daughter o f Roger and Joanna Demmin of Wilson who opera te a d a i r y f a r m on
t h e Shadigee Road. ;

F o l l o w i n g t h e program, refreshments w i l l be s e r v e dby | Mary B a r t z and MaryanneSharpe.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW TREASURER APPOINTED:

Don Croop , P r e s i d e n t , has appointed C a r o l S c h n o o r, T r e a s u r e r , t o fi l l o u t t h e -ynexpired
term o f Mi ld red C r o o p , who s u f f e r e d a s t r o k e r e c e n t l y and i s unable t o continue her d u t i e s .
C a r o l is an o f fi c e employee at Thomas Marks S c h o o l , and a l s o h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n of Church
Tr e a s u r e r a t E x l e y Methodist Church f o r many y e a r s .

M i l l i e was elected Tr e a s u r e r in 1972, and c a r e f u l l y administered t h e soc ie t y ' s funds f o r
1 8 yea rs . She learned t o " l o v e l i t t l e fi g u r e s " a s a n employee o f t h e Chase Nat ional Bank i n
New Yo r k C i t y , and l a t e r as an employee of t h e Wilson Branch of Marine T r u s t .* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: Doing what you l i k e is freedom. L i k i n g what you do is happiness.* * * * * * * * * *
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WILSON'S "PONY EXPRESS":
Long b e f o r e t h e fabled "Pony Express" r i d e r s o f t h e o l d west c a r r i e d m a i l over t h e Western

P l a i n s , Wilson had i t s own "pony e x p r e s s " r i d e r , R ichard Holmes.
In 1824, a l t hough o n l y a boy of t w e l v e , he received s p e c i a l permission f r o m t h e Postmaster

Genera? t o c a r r y m a i l b y h o r s e b a c k , and , once a week , would r i d e t h e r o u t e f r o m O l c o t t t o
Wilson to Youngstown.

Dur ing t h e n e x t t h i r t y years , l e t t e r s de l i ve red by t h e P o s t a l Serv ice were sen t e i t h e r
"prepaid" or " c o l l e c t " a n d , according to s t o r i e s handed down, those who received " c o l l e c t " ma i l
would o f t e n t r y to determine t h e con ten ts b e f o r e pay ing t h e postage due .

At t h e t i m e , a l e t t e r cou ld be s e n t t h i r t y m i l es f o r s i x cen ts a n d , i f i t was del ivered
450 mi les o r o v e r , t h e charge was t w e n t y - fi v e c e n t s .

A U . S . P o s t a l A c t o f 1855 d i r ec ted t h a t a l l i n l a n d postage should be prepaid a t t h ree cents
f o r up to 3,000 m i l e s , and a t e n c e n t cha rge was made f o r a l l l e t t e r s de l i ve red : over t h a t
d is tance.

Up to abou t 1875, m a i l was b r o u g h t to Wilson v i a t h e Lockport-Wilson Stagecoach L i n e , and
a n i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y was t o l d b y the l a t e Mabel Wilson which revealed how residents might know
when a l e t t e r would be wa i t i ng f o r them a t the pos to f fice .

The stagecoach d r i v e r , when passing a person ' s house, would blow on h i s l o n g trumpet- l ike
horn to a l e r t the homeowner~there would be ma i l f o r him at the pos to f fice . One of those horns
used by the stagecoach d r i v e r i s cur ren t l y -on .exh ib i t a t the Wilson Museum.

Mai l was de l ivered by stagecoach to the o u t l y i n g areas in t o w up to 1901 when the pos t ‑
o f fi c e s a t E a s t Wi l son , South Wi lson , Maple S t r e e t , and N o r t h Wilson were c losed .

They were replaced by t h e r u r a l f r e e de l i ve ry service which was s ta r ted in the town of Wi l ‑
son under Postmaster Elmer Johnson. The fi r s t two routes covered twenty- three mi les and were
serviced w i th horse and buggy by ca r r i e r s John Smal l and Will iam kKruske.

In 1876, the Rome, Water town, and Ogdensburg Rai l road was completed through Wi l son , and
passenger t r a i n s began to b r i n g in m a i l f r o m Rochester and Niagara F a l l s .

B o t h passengers and m a i l were b rough t f r o m t h e depot to t h e v i l l a g e by ho rse and c a r r i a g e ,
and some o f t h e men who drove were Fred F a e r y, F red Mudge, C l a y t o n S t o c k w e l l , Edward M o o r e ,
and Adelber t Mudge.

M a i l serv ice by r a i l was discontinued in 1932, and de l i ve r i es were t h e n made by t r u c k
f r o m Niagara F a l l s v i a Model C i t y and Ransomvi l le , t e rm ina t i ng in Wi lson.

I n 1890, t h e P o s t o f fi c e came o u t w i t h i t s fi r s t p r i n t e d stamped ca rds which soon became
known as penny pos t ca rds , and in 1899, t h e l s t stamped enve lopes were introduced to t h e p u b l i c .

T h i r t y P o s t m a s t e r s have served t h e v i l l a g e o f Wilson s i n c e Reuben Wi lson was fi r s t appointed
i n 1824. The l o n g e s t t o s e r v e was P o s t m a s t e r H a r o l d A l b r i g h t who h e l d t h e o f fi c e f o r 2 1 years
f r o m 1950 to 1972.

The Wilson P o s t o f fi c e was fi r s t l o c a t e d i n Reuben W i l s o n ' s home o n West Young S t r e e t , and
may have changed l o c a t i o n as new postmasters were appointed.

In 1897 i t was establ ished in t h e d r u g s t o r e owned by E l m e r Johnson, (now O k i e ' s Pharmacy)
b u t a f t e r t h e disastrous fi r e of 1901, t h e p o s t o f fi c e was r e b u i l t n e x t to t h e Hub H o t e l .

H e r e f o r n e a r l y e i g h t y yea rs , t h e p o s t o f fi c e served i t s res idents and business community,
b u t when t h e Hub H o t e l burned in J a n u a r y, 1980, i t was moved to temporary q u a r t e r s across t h e
s t r e e t .

Wilson now has a modern new p o s t o f fi c e o n McChesney S t r e e t w i t h Don Ramsdel l o f Newfane
i t s congenial Pos tmas te r.

*& * * * * * * * * *
FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Barbara Mosher, Program C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t B i l l Myers w i l l be t h e g u e s t speaker
a t t h e r e g u l a r mon th l y meet ing to be h e l d a t t h e Wi lson Museum, Feb rua ry 2 0 t h , a t 7:30 PM.
The: subject f o r h i s t a l k w i l l be "Photography and Cameras , P a s t and P r e s e n t . " .

B i l l and h i s w i f e , K a t h y, a r e owners of t h e M y e r s & Myers Photography S t u d i o , Young S t r e e t ,
Wi lson, and a r e noted f o r t h e e x c e l l e n t q u a l i t y o f t h e i r w o r k .

Emma S c h r a d e r, C h r m . , has se lec ted Diane A l b r i g h t and Joann Demmin to serve as refreshment
hostesses f o r t h e even ing. * * *x * * * * * * *
DID YOU KNOW... t h a t G e o r g e F e r r i s b u i l t h i s fi r s t and o n l y " F e r r i s Wheel" at t h e Columbian

Expos i t ion , Chicago, in 1893? I t s tood 25 s t o r i e s h i g h , h e l d 1,400 passengers, and persons
f r o m t h e t o p of t h e wheel cou ld see t h e f a r shores of Lake Michigan, 50 mi les away.* * * * * * * * * *
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(Feb. P a g e2 )
GENEALOGICAL CHAIRMAN SEEKS INFORMATION:

Miss C e l e s t e Crawfo rd , Chairperson, is anxious to g e t more information f o r t h e Historical
Society genealogical fi l e s .

She has been doing a n e x c e l l e n t j o b , and w i t h y o u r h e l p c a n d o much b e t t e r . Fo l l ow ing
a r e a f e w ideas t h a t she has submitted f o r i nc lus ion w i t h t h i s n e w s l e t t e r . P l e a s e t a k e a
minute to l o o k them o v e r and see how t h e y migh t apply to you .* * * * * * * *

"When you j o i n e d t h e s o c i e t y, many of y o u submitted a fam i l y information s h e e t , and some
of you submitted a geneo logy c h a r t . These sheets a r e in o u r genealogy fi l e .

aa up to da te a r e yours? Have t h e r e been b i r t h s , d e a t h s , or marr iages t h a t need to be
added?

" I f you a r e n ' t in o u r fi l e s , would y o u t a k e a f e w minutes and w r i t e o u t t h e bas ic in forma ‑
t i o n about y o u r s e l f and y o u r fami ly? F o r instance, t h e d a t e and p l a c e of y o u r b i r t h ; deaths
marr iages, and d ivorces ; where y o u l i v e ; what you d o ; or anyth ing e l s e t h a t would be of
interest  to your great-grandchi ldren.

" W i l l you a l s o g i v e us t h e same k i n d o f in fo rmat ion abou t y o u r p a r e n t s , g randparen ts , and
yo back aS f a r aS you can .

" I f y o u r f a m i l y has a p r i n t e d h i s t o r y, o r j u s t a f a m i l y reunion b o o k l e t , c o u l d w e have
a copy?

" I f you a r e working on you r genea logy, c o u l d we h e l p you? Maybe we have t h e f a c t s you
need bur ied in o u r fi l e s .

“ P l e a s e c o n t a c t me, C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , P. O . B o x 265, Wi lson, N Y 14172, i f y o u c a n h e l p
u s , o r i f I can h e l p y o u . " * * * * * * * * * *
DAIRY PRINCESS CAPTIVATES AUDIENCE:

Deanna Goodman, t h e New Yo r k S t a t e Da i r y Pr incess , was t h e gues t speaker a t t h e January
meeting o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y, and h e r p resen ta t i on was, w i t hou t doub t , one o f
t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f t h e y e a r .

Deanna , a senior a t Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , i s n o t o n l y b e a u t i f u l b u t a n e x c e l l e n t speaker
a s  w e l l .

Members of t h e Wilson Community should be v e r y p r o u d to have h e r represent ing Wilson and
Niagara County as she t r a v e l s throughout New Yo r k S t a t e .

Deanna spoke on what i t means to be a Dai ry Pr incess , and a f t e r t h e program served
everyone w i t h a de l i c i ous New York,.Special M i l k Punch. Th is went w e l l w i t h t h e cookies
provided by Mary B a r t z , Maryanne Sharpe, and Emma Schrader.

I t ' s funny if you s top to think:about i t . -Cows eat green grass to produce white mi lk
twice a day which is fi r s t cooled and stored on t h e fa rm.

Trucks then take the mi l k to a processing p l a n t where it is pasteurized and homogenized.
Most of the mi lk is p u t in containers f o r de l i ve ry to s t o r e s , schoo l s , and homes, whi le some
is made i n t o cream, cheese, b u t t e r , and i c e cream.

Deanna's expenses are sponsored by t h e American Da i ry Associat ion and Dairy C o u n c i l , I n c .
of Syracuse and Wil l iamsport, Pa.

With young peop le l i k e h e r growing up in Wilson, the community's f u t u r e should be b r i g h t .* * * * * * * * * *
WAR OF 1812 INCIDENT:

While d igg ing t h r o u g h some o l d papers w e came across t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g l i t t l e account how
t h e Tuscaroras he lped t h e s e t t l e r s du r i ng t h e War of 1812.

I t seems t h a t Solomon Long Horn and t h i r t y - fi v e o f h i s b rave w a r r i o r s , vo lun tee red t o
h e l p r e p u l s e t h e B r i t i s h if t hey advanced on Lewiston f r o m t h e n o r t h and spread: t h e a l a r m
should t h e B r i t i s h at tempt t o c ross t h e r i v e r and invade t h e United S t a t e s .

O n t h e n i g h t o f December 19 , 1813, t h e Tu s c a r o r a s no t i ced l i g h t s fl i c k e r i n g o n t h e r i v e r
and t h e i r scouts found a l a r g e band o f B r i t i s h and Canadian Ind ians l a n d i n g s e c r e t l y .

They sped back t o warn t h e p e o p l e o n t h e r e s e r v a t i o n , and soon everyone i n danger were
making t h e i r way to escape.

Solomon f o o l e d t h e B r i t i s h i n t o t h i n k i n g l a r g e numbers opposed them b y p l a c i n g Tu s c a r o r a
braves a t s h o r t i n t e r va l s where they would g i v e o u t b l ood -cu rd l i ng war whoops and b low horns
a s they moved a l o n g .

The de lay was a l i f e saver f o r t h e Tuscaro ras as w e l l as t h e whi te s e t t l e r s , b u t when t h e
B r i t i s h commanders a t t a c k e d and met w i t h n o r e s i s t a n c e , t h e y knew t h e y had been "duped" and
decided to pun ish t h e Tuscaroras by burn ing t h e i r v i l l a g e s .

They c a r r i e d o u t t h e i r p l a n , and once aga in t h e Tuscaro ras were homeless and d e s t i t u t e
in t h e i r se rv i ce to t h e Un i ted S t a t e s .

Commanders at F o r t Niagara have a lways had h i g h p r a i s e f o r t h e p a r t t h e Tuscaro ras p layed
in t h e War of 1812.

*k * * * * * * * * *
WILSON HAD FIVE POSTOFFICES:

Dur ing t h e 1800 ' s , t h e r e were 5 pos to f fices in t h e town o f Wi lson. The l s t was establ ished
in Reuben Wilson's s t o r e on West Young S t r e e t in 1824.

The E a s t Wilson P o s t o f fi c e was s t a r t e d n e a r t h e co rne r o f Chestnut and Beebe Roads o n
June 1 4 , 1856, and t h e l s t P o s t m a s t e r was D . H . S w e e t .

Emulus S t a c y was appointed P o s t m a s t e r f o r N o r t h Wilson o n June 20, 1855, and t h i s o f fi c e
was l o c a t e d n e a r where t h e R.W. & O. Ra i l road l a t e r c rossed Beebe Road in 1876.

The Maple S t r e e t P o s t o f fi c e opened u p o n June 1 4 , 1867, and Guy W. Loomis was t h e I s t
appointed postmaster. M o s t Pos to f fices were l o c a t e d in t h e home of t h e Pos tmas te r.

The Sou th Wilson P o s t o f fi c e was s t a r t e d June 2 6 , 1849, and Micah Anderson was Pos tmas te r.
O n August 17, 1854, Augustine Swick became P o s t m a s t e r , and w e mention h i s name because h e
was t h e g r e a t u n c l e o f t h r e e o f ou r h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y members, Rex S t a c y, Sumner S t a c y, and
P e a r l S t a c y R o y a l . * * * * * * * * * *



- (Feb: Page 3)
MY PARTNER FOR L I F E :

M i l d red E. Croop , 7 6 , daughter of t h e l a t e W a l t e r and Anna Rasmussen E l s o n , d i e d at
Inter-Community H o s p i t a l , N e w f a n e , Janua ry 2, 1989, a f t e r a s h o r t i l l n e s s .

She was a res i den t o f t h e town o f Wi lson f o r 5 5 yea rs ; a member o f t h e E x l e y Uni ted
Methodis t Church; and r e t i r e e of t h e Wilson Branch of Marine Midland B a n k .

M i l l i e l o v e d work ing w i t h young peop le and spen t o v e r t h i r t y - fi v e y e a r s a s a Brownie and
In termed ia te G i r l S c o u t Leader. She was a l s o a t r o o p organ izer and member o f t h e Se lec t ions
Committee of t h e Niagara F a l l s Counc i l of G i r l S c o u t s .

She was a l s o a den mother w i t h t h e Wi lson Cub P a c k ; a 4-H Leader ; Sunday Schoo l Te a c h e r ;
Jun ior MYF C o u n s e l o r ; and he lped w i t h the - f o r m e r ’ E a s t Wilson Boy S c o u t ’ f r o o p N o . 41.

She was a c h a r t e r - l i f e member and t r e a s u r e r o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y ; t r e a s u r e r
o f t h e Delphic C i r c l e ; President o f t h e Wi lson Branch-Aux i l i a ry o f Inter-Community H o s p i t a l ,
and member o f t h e "Ches tnu ts " and "Puppe tee rs . "

She was g i v e n a L i f e Membership i n t h e Thomas Marks PTA i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h e r many years
of se rv i ce to young p e o p l e in t h e community, and in 1986 was s e l e c t e d by t h e Hosp i t a l A u x i l i a r y
at Newfane as "Sweethear t o f t h e Ye a r " .

O t h e r a c t i v i t i e s inc luded membership i n t h e R u r a l Ret i rees Bowl ing League; t h e N e w f a n e ,
L o c k p o r t , Ransomvi l le , and Wi lson Golden Age C l u b s ; t h e Niagara County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
and t h e O l d F o r t Niagara Associat ion.

She i s su rv i ved by h e r husband, Don Croop; t w o daugh te rs , C a r o l C . ( W i l l i a m ) Smith o f
Sanbo rn ; Anne Wiepert of Ransomvi l le ; and a s o n , Howard D. ‘ L u c i l l e ) Croop of Rapid C i t y , SD,
a l s o n i n e g r a n d c h i l d r e n and seven g r e a t - g r a n d c h i i d r e n .

A b u r i a l se rv i ce was ‘held at E x l e y Methodist: Church w i t h t h e Revs. Donald:Foley o f fi c i a t i n g .
* * * * * * * * * *x

FEBRUARY CALENDAR:
Feb. 2nd: The Planning Board w i l l meet at t h e museum, Thursday evening, 7:30PM.
Feb. 15th : The Board o f D i r e c t o r s w i l l meet a t D r . S i n g h ' s O f fi c e , Wed., 7 :30 PM.
Feb. 20th : R e g u l a r m o n t l y meeting a t t h e museum, Monday, 7:30 PM.

k * * * * * * * * *

MEMBERS IN THE SUN:
Edward Marks has rece ived t h e Na t iona l Weather S e r v i c e ' s t o p award f o r weather obse rva t i on ,

t h e John Campanius Holm Award f o r "outs tanding achievement i n t h e fi e l d o f m e t e o r o l i g i c a l
s t u d y. " Ed is t h e son of Thomas Marks who opera ted t h e nurse ry on L a k e Road t h a t h i s f a t h e r
s t a r t e d i n 1910. Wew r e t i r e d , E d has t u r n e d t h e business o v e r t o h i s s o n , Thomas, and l i v e s
w i t h h i s w i f e , G e r t r u d e , o n Eas t Lake Road.* x * * * * * * * *

Ida Rohring Ereon, Wilson's "Grand Old Lady" , is planning to ce lebra te h e r 110th b i r thday
a t the Newfane Hea l th F a c i l i t y , Saturday, February 18 th , when she w i l l b e t h e guest o f honor
a t an open house b i r thday p a r t y s t a r t i n g a t ‘1:30 PM.

I d a , who was born o n the B r a y l e y Road i n 1879, l i v e d i n Wilson f o r most o f h e r l i f e . 01d
Timers w i l l remember when she and her husband, Seymour, opened the o l d "Gem" theater in Wilson-‑
t h e home o f the fi r s t " t a l k i n g " m o v i e s .‑

Before going to t h e Newfane Heal th Facility, she resided f o r a time wi th h e r good f r i e n d ,
Emma Schrader, a l s o f rom Wilson.
. * * * * * * * * * *

PRIZES AWARDED:
The l s t p r i z e in t h e Christmas R a f fl e , t h e Coun t r y Geese Throw, was won by C a r o l Fab in ;

t h e 2nd p r i z e "porce la in d o l l ' was awarded to Marion P e t t i t ; and t h e 3 r d pr ize Wood Tra in
w a S g i ven t o Diane A l b r i g h t . * * * * * * * * * *
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Wi th insurance r a t e s n e a r l y doub l ing t h i s y e a r , a committee was appointed composed of Dan
King, Chrm. , and O l l i e C l a r k f o r t h e purpose o f working w i t h a rep resen ta t i ve o f t h e Town
Board to see if some arrangement c o u l d be worked o u t in t h e coming y e a r to reduce t h e l i a b i l i t y
burden o n t h e s o c i e t y.

In o t h e r a c t i o n , a suggest ion was made by t h e p u b l i c i t y committee to consider use of guides
at t h e museum as w e l l as doubl ing t h e v i s i t i n g h o u r s s t a r t i n g in A p r i l . Board members were
asked t o come u p w i t h some d e fi n i t e ideas t o presen t a t t h e March meet ing.

The Board a l s o passed a motion to p l a c e a p l a q u e in t h e depot w a i t i n g room des ignat ing i t
as t h e "Don and M i l l i e Croop Room." to commemorate t h e r e c e n t passing of t h e s o c i e t y ' s fi r s t
t r e a s u r e r , M i l d red E . C r o o p .

Discussion was a l s o h e l d o n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f r a i s i n g dues t o j u s t i f y t h e increas ing c o s t
o f p u b l i s h i n g and m a i l i n g t h e month ly n e w s l e t t e r . A n approximate c o s t p e r y e a r p e r member i n
t h e U . S . now runs about $2.20. P r e s e n t dues a r e $3.00 and $5.00.

M a i l i n g o u t Canadian l e t t e r s , because o f l s t c l a s s postage r e q u i r e d , b r i n g s t h e c o s t o f t h e
n e w s l e t t e r t o $5.20.per yea r, p e r p e r s o n .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

F l o r e n c e N. Campbel l ,91, d a u g h t e r o f t h e l a t e Emma and Edward N e r b e r , d ied at t h e M t . View
H e a l t h F a c i l i t y , January 9 , 1989, a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s .

She was a member o f t h e Wilson Order o f E a s t e r n S t a r f o r ove r 5 0 y e a r s , and t r e a s u r e r o f
E x l e y Methodist Church f o r 17 y e a r s . As a g i r l , w h i l e r e s i d i n g at Warrens C o r n e r s , she r e c a l l e d
p l a y i n g w i t h t h e famous Suther land S i s t e r s . She was l a t e r employed in t h e Jenss and Wi l l iams
Bro thers S t o r e in L o c k p o r t , and worked many years in t h e drapery depar tment .

She is survived by a daugh te r, M r s . Lawrence (L inda ) Davis of Mechanicsburg, P a . , a l s o two
grandch i ld ren , Tr o y and Sher r ie Hubbard, a l s o o f Mechanicsburg.

B u r i a l was i n Greenwood Cemetery, W i l son , w i t h R e v. Donald F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: D o n ' t count your y e a r s , l e t you r years c o u n t .
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HARBOR HIGHLIGHTS:
Since t h e e a r l y 1 8 0 0 ' s , t h e Wilson Harbor h a s been l i k e a magnet draw ing thousands of

people to i t s b e a u t i f u l shore l ine.
The ha rbo r i t s e l f was formed by t h e j o i n i n g of t h e two branches of 12 M i l e Creek where

t h e y entered Lake Ontario--with " S u n s e t I s l a n d " separat ing t h e bay f r o m t h e l a k e .
A l though n o t r e a l l y a n i s l a n d , t h e s t r i p o f l a n d was o r i g i n a l l y a 1 5 ac re peninsula,

jo ined to t h e mainland by a l o n g g r a v e l b a r .
U p t o t h e mid 1 8 0 0 ' s , t h e o l d Wilson M i l i t i a used t o d r i l l o n t h e " i s l a n d " , and i n l a t e r

years it was used by so ld ie rs f r o m o l d F o r t N iagara . The encampment where t h e y d r i l l e d was
c a l l e d Camp C u y l e r a f t e r Major Wi l l iam C u y l e r , one o f t h e l s t o f fi c e r s k i l l e d o n t h e Niagara
F r o n t i e r .

Centenarian Bessie Crawford once repor ted t h a t as e a r l y as 1812, some b u r i a l s were made
a t t h e e a s t end o f t h e " i s l a n d " , and though she c o u l d i d e n t i f y t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e b u r i a l s i t e ,
t he re was n o r e c o r d o f t h e persons i n t e r r e d t h e r e . I t i s recorded t h a t Stephen S h e l d o n , who
se t t l ed near t h e p resen t v i l l a g e in 1809, was one of t h e fi r s t repor ted deaths and is be l ieved
to be buried t h e r e .

In 1846, Luther Wilson obtained permission f rom the S e c r e t a r y of War to b u i l d two- 200 f o o t
p iers i n t o the l a k e at t h e mouth of 12 M i l e C r e e k , and in the period immediately f o l l o w i n g , he
established a warehouse and commercial shipping business at the harbor.

Wilson was made a P o r t of E n t r y t h a t same year and f r u i t , g ra in , and lumber were shipped
to Oswego and other p o r t s on t h e schooner "R.F. Wi lson"-- the l s t of 20 ships to be b u i l t a t
t h e h a r b o r. e o ,

In 1876, when t h e R.W. & 0. Rai lroad came through Wi l son , ship b u i l d i n g and t h e shipment
of produce by s a i l i n g vesse ls d e c l i n e d , b u t a new era of prosperi ty was ushered in when W.H.
Harris acquired the beau t i f u l p ine groves a l o n g the inner harbor and began development of
"Lake I s l and Park " .

The p a r k helped make Wilson one o f t h e most p o p u l a r r e s o r t areas i n Wes te rn New Yo r k , and
thousands of v i s i t o r s were a t t r a c t e d to t h e l a k e shore community each y e a r . Many h o t e l s were
b u i l t to accomodate t h e m , and among these in t h e v i l l a g e were t h e Ontar io H o t e l , t h e Sutherland
H o t e l , t h e American H o t e l , t h e Tower H o u s e , and t h e Hub H o t e l . Popu la r r e s o r t s on t h e i s l a n d
were t h e Vendome H o t e l , ( l a t e r named t h e P i t t s b u r g H o t e l ) , and t h e Hunt ing ton Lodge.

When t h e L o c k p o r t - O l c o t t t r o l l e y l i n e s t a r t e d i n 1900, Lake I s l a n d Park began t o l o s e i t s
appeal as a popu la r s i t e f o r t h e fa rmers ’ p i c n i c , baseba l l games, and o t h e r l a r g e ou t i ngs .
That,combined w i t h t h e inven t ion of t h e new mechanical wonder, t h e a u t o m o b i l e , al lowed peop le
to t r a v e l to o t h e r locat ions more e a s i l y .

The n a t u r a l ha rbo r was s t i l l a t t rac t i ve f o r boa t i ng and fi s h i n g , and continued to be a
p o p u l a r p l a c e f o r f a m i l y p i c n i c s and o u t i n g s .

Commercial fi s h i n g at t h e h a r b o r s t a r t e d around 1900 when Wil l iam Wilson and sons M e r l e
and Fred began s e t t i n g n e t s as f a r as 6 m i l e s o u t i n t o L a k e Ontar io . Thousands of pounds of
fi s h were t a k e n each year a n d , n o t o n l y s o l d l o c a l l y , b u t a l s o shipped i n i c e f r o m t h e Wilson
Depot to New York C i t y and o the r des t ina t ions .

A new e r a was s t a r t e d in 1938 when s a i l i n g enthusiasts organized t h e Wilson Yacht C l u b .
Some o f t hose fi r s t "Ba rnac le B i l l s " were Waldron Hayes , Howard Murphy, E r n e s t Bambach, James
H i n c h l i f f e , J a c k B a l d a u , B i l l C r a n d a l l , C l i f f B e e r s , Bob C o n e , Char les Hawkes and B i l l K l e i n .

The s i t e chosen f o r t h e new clubhouse was on " t r e a s u r e i s l a n d " , and membership was l i m i t e d
to owners o f sa i l boa t s . Many were o f t h e "Snipe" c l a s s , fo l lowed by cen te r board sa i l e r s such
as "L igh tn ings" , " A l b a c o r e s " , and " S h a r k s " . Today, some keeled boats r u n up to 50 f o o t in
l e n g t h w i t h o t h e r s averag ing f r o m 20 to 24 f e e t .

Today, an i n fl u x of p l e a s u r e c r a f t have t a k e n o v e r t h e h a r b o r , and many s p o r t s fishermen
f r e q u e n t t h e wate rs u s i n g t h e i r own as w e l l as c h a r t e r b o a t s . Many t a k e advan tage o f t h e
popu la r fi s h i n g derbies t h a t a r e scheduled in Wilson waters th roughout t h e y e a r.

The Wilson Yacht C l u b , t h e I s l a n d Yacht C l u b , and Wilson Boatyard and Marina a r e fi l l e d to
capaci ty and, l ook ing back to an e a r l i e r d a y, one must agree t h a t t o d a y ' s h a r b o r might be
described as " w a l l to w a l l " b o a t s .

*& * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a pleasure t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: M r . and M r s . J . Eugene McCarthy
o f Cambria, C a l i f o r n i a ; M r . E a r l A l b r i g h t , Sagaponack, L o n g I s l a n d ; B r i a n E . W e b s t e r ,
C l a r e n c e , N Y; M r . and M r s . Edward C . W e b s t e r , O l c o t t , N Y; M r s . Bonnie Fedchak , N e w f a n e , NY;
M r s . Judy Wasick, N e w f a n e , NY; and Anne W i e p e r t , R a n s o m v i l l e , NY.* * * * * * * * * *
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WILSON'S FLOWERING SHRUB: ‘
I n J u n e , 1975, t h e Town Board t o o k a c t i o n making t h e F o r s y t h i a Bush t h e o f fi c i a l flower ing

shrub f o r t h e town.
The f a m i l i a r bush w i t h b r i g h t y e l l o w fl o w e r s i s one o f t h e fi r s t t o blossom i n t h e s p r i n g ,

and i t s c h e e r f u l presence s i g n a l s t h a t w i n t e r i s ove r and s p r i n g i s o n t h e way.
The Wilson Bicentennial Committee purchased 100 of these bushes, and p l a n t e d them at

various loca t ions th rough o u t t h e town such as t h e Town H a l l , L i t t l e League P a r k , Wilson Museum,
Water D i s t r i c t Bu i l d i ng , and Greenwood Cemetery. Bushes were a l s o made ava i lab le to the s i x
Churches in town.

Four teen years have passed since t h e p r o j e c t was s t a r t e d , and i t wou ld b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o
see how many shrubs a r e s t i l l growing a t t h e s i t e s where t h e y were p l a n t e d .

"Chuck" Campbell headed up t h e p l a n t i n g committee which consisted of Norman T h i l k , John
We i l e r, B u r t Jennings, Jess W i l l a r d , K a r l Wr igh t , and J o e H igg ins .

W eh e a r much these days about t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n s . Perhaps, w i t h a l i t t l e i n s p i r a t i o n ,
Wilson's Forsy th ia Bush c o u l d become one. Who knows? I f enough of them were p l a n t e d , t h e
town might someday decide to have a "Fo rsy th ia Sunday".

* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ACTIVITIES:

Lo is Jennings, c u r a t o r , has announced p l a n s t h a t p o r t e n d g r e a t expecta t ions f o r d i s p l a y i n g
exh ib i t s a t t h e museum. New ideas a r e a l s o be ing obta ined by v i s i t i n g o t h e r museums, and the
most r e c e n t was a t r i p t o t h e Amherst Museum b y L o i s , E l e a n o r M y e r s , and H e l e n S t e v e n s .

The stone s ink has been mounted on a s t a n d made by O l l i e C l a r k , and a p i t c h e r pump donated
b y A r t Schnoor has been a t t a c h e d . The items a r e v e r y heavy, b u t w i t h t h e h e l p o f Tom Walde r,
Ted B u l l , ' . F r a n k Massing, and Ron Zaune r, t h e y have been moved t o a permanent l o c a t i o n i n t h e
Schnoor Room. They a l s o moved Doc A r g u e ' s barber c h a i r t o t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g where i t w i l l
become p a r t of s e v e r a l d isp lays inc l ud ing b a r b e r shop, woodworking t o o l s , and P o s t O f fi c e .

A r e f r i g e r a t o r i s needed f o r t h e new k i t c h e n i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g , s o i f you know where
one i s ava i l ab le , con tac t E leanor Myers . O l l i e C l a r k has a l s o announced t h a t t h e bronze p l a q u e
acquired f o r t h e b u i l d i n g is mounted beside t h e door at t h e southeast ent rance.

Hoyt and "Nora" Desso helped B u r t Jennings i n s t a l l new r o l l e r s on t h e depot d isp lay c a s e s ,
and one w i l l conta in t h e C i v i l War a r t i f a c t s o f John Webster which were g iven a s a Memorial
i n t h e name o f t h e C l a y t o n Webster f a m i l y.

L u c i l l e Upton has consented to t r y and t r a i n gu ides to show v i s i t o r s through t h e museum,
and it is hoped t h a t t h i s program can g e t under way by A p r i l to prepare f o r l o n g e r summer hours.
I f you would care to become involved in t h i s in te res t ing p r o j e c t , a c a l l t o L u c i l l e would he lp .

Dan King, Chrm., O l l i e C l a r k , and Harold Mosher, have agreed to s tudy the soc i e t y ’s insurance
coverage and see if a su i tab le p l a n can be worked o u t .

Moving exh ib i t s and re-ar rang ing them creates some problems, and w h i l e doing t h i s the museum
may appear to be in a mess. The Depot and Barnum committees a r e keen ly aware of t h i s , and hope
everyone w i l l be p a t i e n t u n t i l t h ings are under c o n t r o l .* * * * * * * * * *
MARCH PROGRAM:

Charles "Chuck" Manhardt of Newfane w i l l be t h e gues t speaker at t h e meeting on March 20th.
The subject of h i s t a l k w i l l be "Miniature Lamps and L a n t e r n s " , and anyone having some of them
a r e i n v i t e d to b r i n g them to t h e meet ing f o r showing.

Emma Schrader has s e l e c t e d Wanda Burrows and H e l e n C l a r k t o s e r v e r e f r e s h m e n t s .* * * * * * * * * *
CORRECTION:

Our apolog ies to t h e Roger Demmin f a m i l y f o r i nadver ten t l y w r i t i n g "Goodman" a f t e r t h e i r
d a u g h t e r ' s name i n l a s t month 's N e w s l e t t e r .* * * * * * * * * *
PLANS UNDERWAY FOR MEMORIAL DAY FAIR:

Th i s y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r w i l l be h e l d Monday, May 2 9 t h , f r o m 10:00 to 5:00 PM, b u t
Dea le rs w i l l be pe rm i t t ed to s e t up on t h e grounds a f t e r 6 :00 AM.

N e t t i e St imson, G e n e r a l Chairman, is g e t t i n g h e r chairmen l i n e d u p ; p o s t e r s and "handouts"
have been p r i n t e d f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n ; and D e a l e r C o n t r a c t s s h o u l d b e i n t h e m a i l b y t h e end o f
February.

Faye P i s e l l o , Chairman o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s " fl e a " m a r k e t t e n t , i s send ing o u t a n e a r l y c a l l
f o r a l l " fl e a s " , s o i f you would c a r e t o donate y o u r s , p l e a s e drop them o f f a s e a r l y a s p o s ‑
s i b l e a t h e r home o n 577 Lake S t r e e t - - a c r o s s f r o m t h e Coun t r y B a r n Shop.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

The Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ex tends i t s condo lences to t h e f a m i l y o f Dudley S e c o r , s o n
of t h e l a t e Wi l l i am and E f fi e Tower S e c o r , who d i e d January 21, 1989, at I n t e r Community
H o s p i t a l , Newfane, a f t e r a s h o r t i l l n e s s . He was a Wilson Businessman f o r many y e a r s .* * * * * * * * * *

A l s o , t o t h e fam i l y o f Bessie M. Vana, who was b o r n i n Wilson in 1897, and d ied a t h e r home
in Lewiston, January 31, 1989. M r s . Vana was a New Yo r k Telephone Pioneer.* * * * * * * * * *
IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE...AND SHE DID I T :

I f you d r i v e through l o w e r town, L o c k p o r t , y o u maynot ice t h e f r e s h l y p a i n t e d h i s t o r i c marker
s i g n in f r o n t of t h e o l d Gov. Washington Hun t home, a n d , be l i eve it or n o t , it was pa in ted by
Jane t Spor leder o f Wilson.

It seems Jan was dismayed by t h e shabby appearance of t h e Hunt m a r k e r , and decided to do
something about i t . She obtained permiss ion to have i t removed to h e r home where she gave t h e
marker a f r e s h new c o a t o f p a i n t .

J a n e t i s Chrm. o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s committee, and w e can thank h e r f o r making
s u r e a l l of Wilson's h i s t o r i c markers a r e always l o o k i n g n i c e .* * * * * * * * * *
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FRESH AS A DAISY: ;

I d a Ereon was t h e h i t o f t h e p a r t y a n d , as t h e say ing goes , ' f r e s h as a d a i s y " when she
celebrated h e r 110th b i r t h d a y at t h e Newfane H e a l t h F a c i l i t y , February 1 8 , 1989. She is q u i t e
possib ly t h e o l d e s t l a d y in New York S t a t e and , at l a s t r e p o r t , a c l o s e contender f o r o l d e s t
i n t h e n a t i o n .

Age, h o w e v e r, seems to be t h e l e a s t of I d a ' s worr ies as she o b l i g i n g l y acknowledges a l l t h e
at tent ion heaped upon h e r . She is sharp-wi t ted and a match f o r many of t h e T V, r a d i o , and
newspaper r e p o r t e r s who p l y h e r w i t h questions.

I d a w a S a b a s e b a l l f a n f o r many years, and,when she celebrated h e r 109th b i r t h d a y l a s t
y e a r, o f fi c i a l s o f t h e B u f f a l o B ison b a s e b a l l team i n v i t e d h e r t o th row o u t t h e l s t b a l l a t t h e
new P i l o t F i e l d - - a n o f f e r which she l a t e r accepted. She was a l s o g i ven a seat f r o m t h e o l d
Bison Stadium which she gave to t h e Wilson Museum th rough h e r l o n g t ime f r i e n d , f o r m e r Mayor
Kenneth W e l k e r . The s e a t has been s u i t a b l y marked w i t h a n engraved p l a t e i n honor o f t he e v e n t .

I d a Rohr ing Ereon was b o r n on t h e B r a y l e y Road, Wi lson, in 1897, and married Seymour E r e o n
in 1907. He was a carpenter by t r a d e , and t h e y b u i l t t h e i r home on Wilcox S t r e e t in t h e v i l ‑
l a g e . Dur ing those e a r l y years she helped h e r husband show s i l e n t movies in t h e o l d Middleton
H a l l , and l a t e r assisted him w i t h t h e operat ion of Wi lson's l s t " t a l k i n g p i c t u r e " movie
t h e a t e r , t h e "Gem".

I d a has been a member of t h e Wilson Golden Age C lub s ince t h e days of World War I I , and a
member o f t h e Rebekah Lodge, I . 0 . 0 . F . f o r more than 7 0 y e a r s .

When she a r r i v e d at t h e age of 101, Mayor Kenneth Welker proclaimed February 18 th as " I d a
Ereon D a y " , and t h i s yea r Superv isor H a r o l d Mosher declared February 17 th as "Wilson Loves I d a
Ereon D a y " .

I n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h e r 11 0 t h b i r t h d a y, Don C r o o p , Pres ident o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
presented I d a w i t h an Honorary-Li fe Membership.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

A v a r i e t y o f i tems have been donated t o t h e museum b y Jeanne Hayes o f Newfane , i n c l u d i n g
a f o u r generat ion photo of Edgar and A l i c e Swick~-1885; Eastman Kodak Developing K i t ; Two
Red & White S t o r e Nutmeg T i n s ; Seven l s t Day I s s u e of t h e B e l v a Lockwood Stamp; Cr isco G l a s s
J a r ; S m a l l O rna te I nd ian Shoe; and 1924 Handbook, "Washington".

A l s o , 5 copies of " L i f e Magazine"; "The Automobile Question and Answer Book"-1937; The
"McCormick-Deering Ens i l age C u t t e r s " , I l l u s t r a t e d ; "An Age of B a r n s " ; The " C o n s t i t u t i o n " ;
An "Introduct ion to the Manual of Geography-1876"; and Miscellaneous Postcards.

M r . and Mrs . Harold Swanson: V o l . 1 & 2, "A Study of the History of the Internat ional
Typographic Union" 1852-1963; 1852-1966.

Janet L a r k i n , B u f f a l o : 1941 Ford Truck .
Hoy t Desso: Heavy Duty " D o l l y " .
I d a E r e o n , Newfane: Seat f r o m Old Bison Stadium.
Har ry Haven: Map by P e t e r A. P o r t e r of Niagara F r o n t i e r as ceded to B r i t i s h by Senecas-1764.
Arthur Schnoor: School Tax Receipts, 1922 & 1924.
Robert Motchenbaugh: Two Automobile Hood Ornaments.* * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE MAILBAG:
We received a n i c e l e t t e r f r o m Barbara Leach of Syracuse who would l i k e to l e a r n more about

h e r husband's pioneer a n c e s t o r , Hiram Leach, and h i s descendents. He is l i s t e d in t h e 1840
census a s "head o f h o u s e h o l d " .

Hiram's b r o t h e r , Nob le Leach i s o n t h e Wilson Ta x R o l l s , and was bur ied i n Wilson i n 1867.
N o b l e ' s w i f e , P e t r u l l a Ho lmes , d i e d i n 1869 and i s a l s o bu r ied i n Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *

Bessie Crawford and h e r d a u g h t e r, C l e o Anne S a l e r n o , b o t h L i f e Members o f t h e
S o c i e t y, became permanent res iden ts o f S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F l o r i d a , i n F e b r u a r y, 1989.

Bessie, who is 100 y r s . p l u s , enjoys be ing back in h e r F lo r i da home, and Cleo,( former ly of
Walnut C r e e k , C a l . , ) i s en joy ing t h e nearby beaches and many wonder fu l new f r i e n d s .* * * * * * * * * *
IMPORTANT DUES ANNOUNCEMENT:

Du r i ng t h e p a s t 18 y e a r s , membership dues were received by t h e l a t e M i l l i e Croop who k e p t
a n u p - t o - d a t e fi l e o n a l l members. From t h i s fi l e , y o u r n e w s l e t t e r e d i t o r was a b l e t o make
u p a n accurate a d d r e s s - o - g r a p h - p l a t e fi l e o n a l l persons t o whom n e w s l e t t e r s a r e s e n t .

I n o r d e r t o cont inue these fi l e s , w e suggest t h a t you m a i l a l l membership a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m s
and dues payment to Don Croop , e d i t o r , and p l e a s e be s u r e to make a l l checks payab le to t h e
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Some l o c a l members have been i n t h e h a b i t o f pay ing dues d i r e c t l y t o t h e t r e a s u r e r , s o i f
you e l e c t t o d o t h i s , b e s u r e t h a t o u r new t r e a s u r e r , C a r o l e Schnoo r, i s g i ven a membership
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m a l o n g w i t h you r payment.

I t i s impor tan t t h a t you f o l l o w t h e above i n s t r u c t i o n s s o t h a t y o u r name w i l l b e k e p t o n
t h e membership r o l l , and you w i l l cont inue t o r e c e i v e t h e N e w s l e t t e r .

A f t e r May l s t , N e w s l e t t e r s w i l l b e addressed t o y o u r permanent home address o n l y . P l e a s e
watch f o r t h e membership app l i ca t ion fo rms t h a t w i l l be incorpora ted i n t o t h e A p r i l and May
N e w s l e t t e r s . :

A no te o f thanks to C a r o l C . Smith who has been he lp i ng to fi l e , s o r t , and m a i l t h e News‑
l e t t e r s t o you. * * * * * * * * * *
MARCH CALENDAR:

March 9 t h : Thursday, 7:30 PM, Planning Board Meet ing at t h e Wi lson Museum.
March 15 th : Wed. , 7:30 PM, Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing a t D r . S ingh ' s O f fi c e , Lake S t r e e t .
March 2 0 t h : Monday, 7:30 PM, R e g u l a r Mon th l y Meet ing , P a t t e r s o n Room, Wilson Museum.* * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: The most impor tan t t h i n g s in l i f e a r e n o t t h i n g s .* * * * * * * * * *
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RISE AND FALL OF A CHURCH:
In t h e e a r l y 1 8 7 0 ' s , Deacon B a t e s was a leade r of i n fl u e n c e among t h e Methodists who w o r ‑

shipped at t h e Chestnu t S t r e e t Schoolhouse in E a s t Wilson and , in a r e a l s e n s e , a pioneer of
t h e  s o c i e t y.

On March 6, 1871, a meet ing was h e l d at t h e home of StephenWakeman to organize t h e Methodist
S o c i e t y, and R e v. H . R . Smith pres ided. A motion was adopted to name t h e s o c i e t y t h e "Chestnut
S t r e e t Methodist-Episcopal Soc ie ty of t h e town of W i l s o n " , and it was f u r t h e r moved t h a t Stephen
Wakeman, Benjamin B u l l , and War ren Wetmore be appointed t rus tees .

Incorporat ion papers were fi l e d March 13 , 1871, and recorded in t h e Niagara Coun ty C l e r k ' s
o f fi c e o n March 16 th . The f o l l o w i n g month, A p r i l , 1871, a deed was drawn u p between t h e t r u s ~
tees and t h e Wakemans who conveyed p a r t of l o t #56 to t h e Methodist-Episcopal S o c i e t y.

The t rustees then headed up a b u i l d i n g committee to which t h e f o l l o w i n g members were added,
M r . and M r s . Joseph B u l l , V.M. Snyder, and G e o r g e H a l l i f a x . C o n t r a c t s f o r t h e masonry work were
l e t o u t to t h e F a r l e y s , and t h e t r u s t e e s furnished s tone f o r t h e foundation. The ins ide w a l l s
o f t h e church were p lastered-- the b e a u t i f u l wood ornamentation came l a t e r .

A cornerstone-laying ceremony was h e l d June 2 1 , 1871, and in it were placed a B i b l e , county
newspaper, "shin p l a s t e r " , and a p i c tu re of Deacon Ba tes . The "shin p l a s t e r ” was a type of
cur rency used dur ing the C i v i l War and l a t e r reca l led . The p i c t u r e of Deacon Bates was placed
in the cornerstone as a token of esteem and g r a t e f u l recogni t ion f o r h i s years of service.

F o r severa l years, the Methodist Society was associated w i t h North Ridge and Dickersonv i l l e ,
and the e a r l i e s t record of a p a s t o r a l charge was in ‘1879 when Rev. Woodruff Post was appointed
pas to r of the Warrens Corners and East Wilson churches.

Much of t h e community's a c t i v i t y -~centered around the church f o r many years, and monthly
luncheon meetings were h e l d by the Ladies A i d &t which youngsters f r o m the Chestnut S t . school ‑
house o f t e n attended f o r a h o t mea l .

During the prohib i t ion years, the W.C.T.U. had an important r o l l in t he community, and t o ‑
day the organizat ion 's c o l o r f u l banner is an acquis i t ion of the Wilson Museum--a donation f rom
t h e l a t e Mabel Wilson.

On t h e 50th ann iversary commemoration serv ice in 1922, P a s t o r Wi l l iam Dunstan remarked,
“We a r e c o n fi d e n t l y expecting t h e day when i t w i l l aga in become necessary t o e l e c t a n usher t o
seat t he crowds , and t h a t he w i l l have so much to do he w i l l need an ass i s tan t . "

He t h e n commented a b o u t a wedding t h a t had been performed at t h e church t h e fi r s t year it
was b u i l t . When t h e ceremony ended, t h e s m i l i n g groom payed t h e min i s te r and h i s e s t a t i c w i f e
rushed u p and gave him $10 toward t h e church d e b t . P a s t o r D u n s t o n c o n c l u d e d , "We t r u s t i t
was w o r t h i t . "

I n t h e l a t e 1 9 3 0 ' s , sewing bees were h e l d a t t h e church t o make s h i r t s and s h o r t s f o r s h i p ‑
ment overseas. The Youth Fel lowship a l s o met each week , and o c c a s i o n a l l y enjoyed out ings a t
t h e O l c o t t R o l l e r Rink. The East Wilson Boy S c o u t t r o o p met there r e g u l a r l y i n t h e 4 0 ' s & 5 0 ' s ,
and t h e l s t o rgan iza t iona l meetings of t h e South Wi lson F i r e Co. were a l s o h e l d t h e r e .

Church at tendance f e l l o f f n o t i c e a b l y in t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 ' s , and on A p r i l 5, 1964, a motion
was approved by church o f fi c i a l s to have t h e s m a l l congregation j o i n w i t h t h e N o r t h Ridge
Methodist Church. One month l a t e r on May 2 0 , 1964 , t h e e a s t Wilson congregation was accepted
by N o r t h R idge , and t h e l a s t se rv i ce a t t h e E a s t Wi lson Church was h e l d on May 31 , 1964.

The f o r m e r church b u i l d i n g i s now t h e home o f M r . and M r s . Michael Ce r rone who have made
f e w changes in t h e outward appearance of t h e s t r u c t u r e , b u t have t a s t e f u l l y remodeled t h e
i n t e r i o r w i t h o u t d i s t u r b i n g t h e b e a u t i f u l ornamental panel ing.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

The s o c i e t y s a d l y r e g r e t s t h e d e m i s eo f G e o r g e L innabery,77 , who d i e d a t Sou th M e r c y H o s ‑
p i t a l , B u f f a l o , March 3 0 , 1989, a f t e r a b r i e f i l l n e s s . H e jo ined t h e s o c i e t y i n 1975 a n d , a s a
t r u s t e e , contr ibuted many h o u r s of h i s t ime and exper t i se in t h e construction of t h e D r . John
F. Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g . ;

Hewas a f o r m e r i ndus t r i a l a r t s teacher a t H o l l e y , N Y, and l a t e r became a t o o l designer f o r
t h e B e l l A i r c r a f t C o r p . A l s o d u r i n g h i s b u s y c a r e e r , h e was a Boy Scout leader f o r over 6 0
years and D i s t r i c t Commissioner f o r t h e Lewiston T r a i l Counci l .

He is survived by h i s w i f e , D o r o t h y, of W i l s o n ; a s o n , M i les (Sue) of Laramie, Wyoming; a l s o
a b r o t h e r , H a r r y , o f Oneonta . Memorial services were h e l d a t Hamilton & C l a r k F u n e r a l Chape l .* * * * * * * * * *

ALL MEMBERSHIP CARDS w i l l be mai led w i t h t h e N e w s l e t t e r u n l e s s an S . A . S . E . was inc luded w i t h
y o u r dues payment. Thank you f o r you r pat ience.

* xk & * kU kk *



MAY (Page 2)
FAIR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP:

I n a n t i c i p a t i o n o f another good y e a r , t h e f a i r committee i s making a s p e c i a l p l e a f o r y o u r
h e l p i n f u r n i s h i n g s a l a d s , p i e s , and baked goods. They a l s o say t h a t you c a n avo id t h e crowds
on Memorial Day i f you b r i n g your con t r ibu t ions to t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g Sunday a f t e r n o o n .

Faye P i s e l l o would apprec ia te g e t t i n g y o u r " fl e a s " as e a r l y as p o s s i b l e , and they may be
l e f t o n h e r po rch i f n o one i s home. The P i s e l l o s l i v e o n Lake S t . ac ross f r o m t h e R a r n Shop.

C h a r l o t t e and Jane Pease w i l l a g a i n b e i n cha rge o f t h e p l a n t b o o t h , and wish t o remind a l l
you " g r e e n thumbers" you may d o n a t e as many p l a n t s as you wish to b r i n g .

Lo i s Ward, o u r home-made candy chai rman, would a l s o l i k e some o f you r f a v o r i t e de l i cac i es
so t h a t o u r v i s i t o r s w i l l have a wide se lec t i on o f candies to p i ck f r o m .

G e n e r a l Chairmen f o r t h i s y e a r ' s F a i r a r e L o i s Barnum and N e t t i e St imson, and they a r e being
he lped by t h e f o l l o w i n g area chairmen: Ant ique C a r s , J im P i s e l l o ; Announcements, Don Croop;
Candy, L o i s Ward; C l e a n - u p , E d Hast ings & D a r r e l l S m i t h ; C o f f e e & D o n u t s , Judy Z a u n e r ;
C o t t o n Candy, Melinda & J a c k H u t c h i s o n ; D e a l e r Pa rk ing , Ron Z a u n e r ; D e a l e r R e g i s t r a t i o n ,
N e t t i e St imson; D r i n k s , S h e l l y Andrews & C h r i s Goodman; Enter ta inment , C l a r k St imson; F i s h
Pond, Bobbie H u l l ; F l e a Te n t , Faye P i s e l l o ; Food B u i l d i n g , Maxine J o n e s ; Food Suppl ies,
L o i s Barnum & Emma L o u Reppentine; F u n n e l C a k e s , C a r o l S m i t h ; H o t D o g s , A r t Schnoo r ; Lemon‑
ade & P o p c o r n , D ick & S u e S c h u l t z ; Memberships, C h r i s Ke lman ; Movies, Tom Sharpe; Museum
Disp lays , L o i s Jennings & E leanor Myers ; Museum Ki t chen , Pam G r o f f ; Park ing, Dan K ing ;
P l a n t s , C h a r l o t t e & Jane P e a s e ; P u b l i c i t y , B i l l F r i t t o n ; Q u i l t , B e t t y St imson; S h u t t l e ‑
b u s , Don B u r r o w s ; Thank you n o t e s , H e l e n S t e v e n s ; T r e a s u r e r , C a r o l e Schnoor ; and Ways &
Means, Dor is K l e e s . * * * * * * * * * *
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Mary E l i zabe th (Stone) A l l g e i e r has become a L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , t h rough
t h e cour tesy o f h e r s i s t e r - i n - l a w , Dorothy L o r t o f Wilson.

Mary was bo rn Dec. 1 6 , 1921, a t To l e d o , Oh io , t h e daughter o f John S t o n e and Dorothy C o l l i n s
S t o n e , and at tended Wilson High S c h o o l , V i r g i n i a I n t e x m o n t , B r i s t o l , V a . , and t h e Eastman Den ‑
t a l Dispensary. She and h e r husband, t h e l a t e Sherman 0. A l l g e i e r , had 2 c h i l d r e n , John and
C h r i s t i n e . M r s . A l l g e i e r i s a f o r m e r member o f t h e Waver ly L i b r a r y Board ; t h e American Legion
A u x i l i a r y ; and Daughters of t h e American Revolut ion.* * * * * * * * * *
YWCA VIS ITS MUSEUM:

For ty -one members o f the Lockpor t YWCA v i s i t e d the museum on A p r i l l l t h f o l l o w i n g a lunch
at the Wilson House Restauran t . They appeared to enjoy t h e i r t o u r o f t he bu i l d i ngs w i t h Lo is
Jennings, Lo is Barnum, and Don Croop serv ing as t h e i r guides.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: B e e

A l l appointees of t h e Board of Directors have agreed to serve another year as f o l l o w s :
Lo i s Jennings, c u r a t o r ; Wal lace Goodman, Nominating Chrm.; Don B u r r o w s , P lann ing Board ;
Lo is Jennings, Depot; E leanor Myers , Barnum Blgg ; Jim P i s e l l o , Argue B ldg ; Ron Zaune r,
F i t t r o Shop; B u r t Jennings, Caboose; Elwin Upton, Grounds; and Norm MacAsk i l l , Federation Rep.

Motion was approved to again award pr i zes on Class Night to senior male and female named by
school f o r outstanding achievement in Comprehensive Soc ia l Studies. John Myers, l s t V i c e - P r e s . ,
w i l l p r e s e n t t h e awards f o r t h e s o c i e t y.

The Board a l s o decided to approve recommendations of o u r insurance c a r r i e r to p l a c e fi r e
ex t i ngu i she rs i n a l l rooms and emergency l i g h t s a t main e x i t s . Approva l was a l s o g i ven to have
t h e B & P Secu r i t y system i n s t a l l e d at an approximate c o s t of $3500.

B u r t Jennings was appointed t o head u p a committee t o i n v e s t i g a t e p l a n t i n g s o f Forsy th ia
Bushes i n town. Miss F l o s s i e L o r t z w i l l a s s i s t h im.

A l i s t o f p r i o r i t i e s was approved f o r f u t u r e museum p r o j e c t s a s f o l l o w s : B r i n g Barnum B l d g .
and Argue B l d g . up to d i s p l a y s tanda rds and b u i l d ga rage ; Organize and fi x up t h e F i t t r o Shop;
E r e c t St imson 's l o g cab in on museum grounds .

Motion by L o i s Jennings to g e t these p r o j e c t s under way and completed as soon as poss ib le
was approved. Add i t i ona l $1,000 was approved to comp le te renovat ion work in Barnum B u i l d i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
MAY PROGRAM:

B i l l H i l t s , J r . , r ep resen t i ng t h e N iag . C o . F i s h i n g and Tourism I n d u s t r y , w i l l be ques t
s p e a k e r at t h e May 1 5 t h meet ing, and w i l l show s l i d e s and discuss tour ism r e l a t e d sub jec ts on
t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r. The fi s h i n g f e s t i v a l i s o n i n Wilson i n June s o t h e program i s t i m e l y.

Refreshment hostesses f o r t h e even ing w i l l be Edna Robinson and Donna P e t t i t .
*. Ok * * * * * * * *

CALENDAR:
May 1 0 t h , Board o f D i r e c t o r s , Museum, 7 : 3 0 PM; May 1 5 t h , Mon th l y mee t ing , Museum, 7:30PM;

May 2 9 t h , MEMORIAL DAY FA I R , a l l day‐-Museum Grounds.* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

M r s . F l o r e n c e P a r t i n g t o n P o r t e r , who used t o p l a y p iano f o r t h e Ereons i n t h e "Gem" whi le
she was a s t u d e n t a t Wilson High , c a l l e d t o see i f I d a c o u l d rece ive phone c a l l s a t t h e Newfane
Nurs ing F a c i l i t y . She wanted t o w ish h e r a happy 11 0 t h b i r t h d a y. M r s . P o r t e r came t o Wilson
i n 1920 when h e r f a t h e r , R e v. W i l l i a m P a r t i n g t o n , became p a s t o r o f E x l e y Method is t Church .

M r s . He len McMurray o f F l i n t , M i c h . , n o t e s t h a t t h e N e w s l e t t e r "Br ings back many happy mem‑
o r i e s o f m y teach ing days i n b e a u t i f u l W i l s o n , and t h e many f r i ends I made t h e r e . " She r e c e n t l y
found some photos o f h e r f o r m e r 5 t h g rade p u p i l s , and has o f f e r e d t o send them s o they can b e
added t o o u r c o l l e c t i o n o f pho tos f r o m t h e p a s t .

NEW MEMBERS:
T t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: P a t r i c k D . B rady, B o s t o n , Mass ;

F r a n k l i n F. Campbel l , I l l i n o i s ; Suzanne Moxham H u n t , M o n r o e , NY; J e f f and Dayna Wiepert ,
Ransomvi l le, NY; Norm and P a t r i c i a o ' B r i e n , W i l l i a m s v i l l e , NY; & p a n and J i l l P h i l l i p s , Wi lson.
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CHILDREN'S GAME:

M o s t o f u s may r e c a l l t h o s e e a r l i e r y e a r s when t h e warm days o f s p r i n g saw eve ry b o y ' s
p o c k e t s bu ldg ing w i t h "migs" and " a g g i e s " , and compet i t ion among t h e younger s e t was a d a i l y
adventure a s each youngster competed t o w in a f a v o r e d "agg ie" f o r t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n .

Tom Sharpe of Wilson d i d some research t h a t r e v e a l e d p lay ing marb les d a t e s back to t h e days
of t h e Egyptians, Romans, and A z t e c s a n d , in t h e 1 6 t h c e n t u r y, a spec ia l meadow was maintained
outs ide t h e town of Nuremburg j u s t f o r marb les . Good F r i d a y was designated as Marb le D a y, and
t h e games were encouraged to preven t rowd ie r a c t i v i t y by t h e younger genera t ion .

B a s i c a l l y, i n o u r modern age , t h r e e marb le games appear t o dominate, n a m e l y, "Chase" , " R i n g " ,
and " H o l e " . Chase games r e q u i r e shoo t i ng a t an opponen t ' s ma rb l e ove r a cou rse t h a t moves
f r o m s t a t i o n t o s t a t i o n , wh i l e " H o l e " i nvo l ves h i t t i n g a marb le i n o r o u t o f a h o l e .

The most common o f t h e r i n g games i s c a l l e d "R inge r " , and requ i res a shoo te r to knock t h e
marb les o u t o f a prescr ibed space. "R inger " is t h e o f fi c i a l game of t h e Marb le World Champion‑
sh ips h e l d at Wildwood, New J e r s e y . I t is p layed by p l a c i n g 13 marbles in t h e f o r m of a c ross
in a 10 f o o t diameter c i r c l e . "Shoo te rs " o r "Moonies" shoot f r o m t h e r i n g ' s edges to t r y and
k n o c k t h e marbles o u t of i t .

Some of t h e cheaper marb les were made f r o m c l a y and c a l l e d "migs" or " immies" , and these
were o f t e n used b y shoo te rs t o t r y and win a p r i zed o r b e a u t i f u l agate . A l t h o u g h marbles were
made f r o m var ious o t h e r m a t e r i a l s , t h e more pepular ones were made f r o m a g a t e . A l t h o u g h mar ‑
b l e s were o r i g i n a l l y made f r o m a l a b a s t e r , most a r e now shaped f r o m g l a s s .

I t i s sa id t h a t most marb le f a c t o r i e s a r e i n W. V i r g i n i a , b u t t h e fi n e s t "aggies" a r e s t i l l
made i n Germany. Many have become v a l u a b l e a s c o l l e c t o r ' s i t e m s , and those made w i t h s u l ‑
phides a r e espec ia l l y cove ted . These u s u a l l y have b isque heads dipped in a g l a s s marb le
b a t t e r . Perhaps t h e most expensive su lph ide marb le is one w i t h a min ia tu re of P r e s . McKinley
t h a t was made s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s assassinat ion. One of these in good cond i t ion is said to be
w o r t h a s much a s one hundred d o l l a r s .

Some of t h e more p o p u l a r names f o r marb les t h a t may r e f r e s h your boyhood memories might
inc lude "B lack Beaut ies" , Cand is t r ipes" , " C a t s E y e s " , " G l a s s i e s " , " M i l k i e s " , "Migs" , " Immies",
and "Keepers " .

And now, i f you h a v e n ' t " l o s t your m a r b l e s " , w e ' l l s e t - u p a game o f " R i n g e r " , b u t mind you-‐‑
no "“fudging", and t h e fi r s t "moonie" to s c o r e seven " h i t s " w i l l be t h e winner.

* * * * *k * * * * *
IN FOND REMEMBERANCE:

Memorial Day is t he time when we honor t he service men and women who gave t h e i r l i v e s f o r
t h e i r coun t r y. The month of May would a l s o be an appropriate time to remember those Wilson
H is to r i ca l Society Members who passed away since A p r i l , 1988:

Marie Reynolds, Whitney Barnum, Dudley F i t c h , Roy E c k e r t , Joseph Higg ins , Mildred Croop,
F lo rence Campbell, Dudley S e c o r , Bessie Vana, ’ and George Linnabery. May they r e s t in peace.* * * * * * * * * *
SUNDAY HOSTESSES FOR MAY:

C la ra M a r c k s , Chrm., has announced t h a t t h é Sunday a f t e r n o o n hostesses f o r May w i l l be:
May 7 t h , Joe and Marguer i te G e i s e r ; May 1 4 t h , Miss Helen Stevens ; May 21s t , Gerald and
Marga re t P o r t e r ; and May 28 th , Wa l l ace and Chr is Goodman.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

M r s . Emma Schrader has donated t w o l a n t e r n s w i t h t h e i n s c r i p t i o n " t o w n o f Wilson" o n them.
Wa l lace Goodman: One comp le te Wor ld War I u n i f o r m .
Char les Manhard t , Newfane : L a r g e Socony Road Map f o r Car Museum.
Wi l l i am B a r t z : D e l e g a t e Badge to Fireman's Convention h e l d at Arcade in 1917.
A r t h u r Schnoor: Wa t e r hand-pump f o r u s e w i t h s tone s i n k ; a l s o l a r g e school b e l l .
Ru th P h i l l i p s : P o s t a l C a r r i e r ' s Route D i r e c t o r y, 1955-1958.* * * * * * * * * *

vest isn't necessary to b l o w o u t the Other person's jight to pet y o u r own l i g h t sh ine.

i eS S G «d e s S ee h& s t e 5 6 % 5 %sine e s i s e e e c e c e o ec e e DECACN ANd M A L L . . . cece c c c cc e c e e er e c e ee n c e erence
1989-90 MEMBERSHIP DUES

COUPLE ($5 .00) NameS . . c e c e c e c e c c c c e e r e r e r e r e c r e e ee e e c e n e s t e a s S c e w c e e e r e s e s P h : . . . . . - . 2 ‑

SINGLE ($3.00) Name... 2 . c c c c c c e c e c e c e c e c e c r e e e e e e e e e e e c t t e e n s e e t e n e c e s n e n e e e t e e e e e e r e s

FUNGQBS, §F1-00) NAMCScs i cise s e w s c i e s v e e s s s w wetness e w s H i v e e e s BuS a s s o es Ses e weee w e s see e e e eee u e e e

L IFE MEMBER ($100 e a . ) N a m e . . . . . . . . . . See e e u s a e i e e e e e e e e c t c c c c e c t w e e t e e e e e e e e e ee e e e e e e e e e s

HONORARY (Free-85 y r s . o r o l d e r ) N a m e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n e e e w w o Se r r r T T T r T T e T T r rTTT errrr e

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ . . . . . . . . - . - e e e e c e e e s
AddreSS.... e cc c c c c e r e c e e e e e c e e e s PuO.s c e s c w e r a s s n s e i e j e i c i e i e sisisie = S t a t e . . . . . . . . . . Z1P.wseeecees

P l e a s e make checks payab le t o : Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty
MAIL TO: DONALD CROOP, 4559 CHESTNUT ROAD, WILSON, N . Y. 14172* * * * * * * * * *

I WOULD BE WILLING TO HELP WITH: P l e a s e check (X)
Memorial Day F a i r . . . . . D e p o t . . . . . Argue B l d g . . . . . . Barnum B l d g . . . . . . Grounds u p k e e p . . . . . . . . .

F i t t r o S h o p . . . . . C a b o o s e . . . . . H o s t e s s . . . . . G u i d e . . . . . O ther (speci fy) .......c c c e c e e e e e e e e e e

* * %& & *x* * * *

PLEASE NOTE: N o n e w s l e t t e r s w i l l b e mai led t o de l inquent members a f t e r June l s t .
* * * * * xk * * *
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DAYS OF THE RUM RUNNER:
Dur i ng t h e booming days of L a k e I s l a n d P a r k , o l d accounts r e v e a l t h a t M r . H a r r i s , t h e p r o ‑

p r i e t o r , catered to a s e l e c t c l i e n t e l e and allowed no l i q u o r s a l e s , Sabbath desec ra t i on , p r o ‑
f a n i t y , or bad conduct of any k i n d . (Perhaps t h e p a r k should have been named "Utopia"). D e s ‑
p i t e h i s s t r i c t p o l i c y i n rega rd t o a l c o h o l , Ha r r i s was unab le t o c o n t r o l d r i n k i n g o n t h e p a r k ' s
per imeter, and t h i s is confirmed in an 1894 i t e m t h a t appeared in t h e Toronto Journal . I t was
w r i t t e n by a Canadian passenger on one of t h e o l d excursion boa ts who , a f t e r v i s i t i n g t h e park
wro te :

"A l t hough s o f t d r i nks a r e al lowed in t h e p a r k , j u s t beyond i t s bo rde rs a re two sa loons where
l a g e r b i e r of v e r y r e f r e s h i n g and minimum intox icat ion q u a l i t y, a r e dispensed to endless
streams o f never s a t i s fi e d h u m a n i t y. "

It is a l s o sa id t h a t p r i o r to 1900, p l a n s were developed to b u i l d a t r o l l e y l i n e f r o m L o c k ‑
p o r t t o Wilson-- in f a c t , i t i s bel ieved t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y was established. A s t h e s t o r y goes,
t h e p l a n s never materialized because of t h e r i g i d l i q u o r p o l i c i e s at t h e p a r k - - s o t h e l i n e was
b u i l t to O l c o t t instead.

Al though the sentiments expressed by Harris on d r i n k i n g had s t r o n g support in the Wilson
community, we fi n d one instance in o l d records showing t h a t l o c a l o f fi c i a l s weren ' t a lways in
tune w i t h the wishes o f the ma jo r i t y. I n 1878, f o r example, the Wilson Board o f Excise composed
o f J e f f e r s o n We b s t e r, C h r m . , James G . 0 . Brown, Fred B a r n u m , B.D. Ta y l o r , and Timothy P e t t i t ,
refused t o gran t a l i q u o r l i cense t o E l l a C h e s i t e , owner o f the Ontario H o t e l , corner o f Young
and Lake S t r e e t s . A t a f o l l o w - u p meet ing, 2 2 residents signed a p e t i t i o n t o have the l i q u o r
l i cense granted, and 204 residents signed another p e t i t i o n opposing granting of t h e l icense.
Despite t h i s s t r o n g opposition, the board granted t h e l i q u o r l i cense.

Wilson was probably no b e t t e r or worse than a n y o the r community where hard work and the
r i g o r s of e a r l y pioneer l i v i n g was o f t e n interspersed w i t h the f r e e fl o w of homemade w ines ,
h a r d c i d e r , and co rn wh i skey. In f a c t , ano the r o l d i tem notes tha t when the Presbyterian
Church was b u i l t in W i l s o n , "Brandy flowed f r e e l y d u r i n g t h e construction.” Since " o n e bushel
of c o r n would pay f o r 6 qua r t s of wh i skey " , t h i s is understanaable.

When Wilson entered t h e p roh ib i t i on e r a , t h e r e were probably f e w p l a c e s o t h e r t h a n t h e N i a ‑
gara R ive r where b o o t l e g g e r s cou ld operate a s e a s i l y a s t h e y could a l o n g t h e shores a t Wilson.
Since it was c l o s e to Canada , smuggling became a b i g r a c k e t , and t h e Coast Guard had t h e i r
hands f u l l t r y i n g to e n f o r c e t h e l a w . Many tragedies occured a l o n g t h e r i v e r and l a k e between
rum-runners and proh ib i t i on agents , and t h e seriousness of these confrontations is emphasized
i n t h e "Bug" i n c i d e n t :

An informant t e l l s us t h a t t h e " B u g " , a f a s t motor l a u n c h , s a i l e d f r o m O l c o t t to Wilson
w i t h an i l l e g a l l o a d o f "booze " . A f t e r un load ing , i t proceeded to Youngstown where i t was
cha l l enged by t h e U . S . Coas t Guard. The "Bug" had a s t e e l prow, and decided to a t t a c k t h e
coast guard v e s s e l and ram j t - - i t was a f a t a l dec is ion as t h e s a i l o r s aboard t h e coast guard
s h i p opened fi r e w i t h machine guns k i l l i n g a l l aboard t h e " B u g " .

I t was i r o n i c t h a t t h e f a v o r i t e spo t f o r rum runners t o unload i n Wilson was behind "Winter ‑
g r e e n I s l a n d " , where t h e Har r i s Board ing House once stood. One d a y, a customs agent , making
h i s r o u n d s , saw a man d r i v i n g o f f i n a wagon loaded w i t h l i q u o r b a r r e l s . Since t h e d r i v e r was
4 n a b i g h u r r y , t h e customs agent secured ano the r r i g and t o o k o f f i n h o t p u r s u i t . When h e
caught u p w i t h t h e supposed s m u g g l e r , h e was dismayed t o fi n d t h e b a r r e l s empty, b u t h e was
even more f rus t ra ted when he returned to t h e ha rbo r and discovered t h a t wh i le he w a S away,
ano ther b o a t had unloaded i t s i l l e g a l c a r g o in another r i g which t o o k o f f in t h e o t h e r d i rec t ion

The l a t e D r . and M r s . Kaiser o f L o c k p o r t , spent t h e i r summers a t t h e i r c o t t a g e a l o n g t h e
Wi lson lakeshore . They were w e l l aware of t h e smuggling operations and sa id t h a t many t i m e s ,
o n a q u i e t n i g h t , f a s t motor b o a t s f r o m Canada would p u l l u p a t t h e i r b r e a k w a l l , and men would
scramble up t h e bank w i t h loaded s a c k s . . A humerous account in M r s . Ka ise r ' s papers notes:

"A comical t h i n g happened when ou r l i t t l e wh i te house was in t h e process of b e i n g moved. The
movers came f r o m S t o c k v e l l ' s C o r n e r s i n E a s t W i l s o n , and r a t h e r t h a n going back and f o r t h each
d a y, t h e men s l e p t in o u r house which t h e y were moving. One n i g h t , when t h e house was on r o l ‑
l e r s b y t h e s ide o f t h e r o a d , t h e y were awakened b y a fl a s h l i g h t s h i n i n g i n t h e i r eyes a n d ,
t h e r e l o o k i n g down at them were two men w i t h guns in t h e i r hands. Needless to say t h e y were
s c a r e d , b u t when t h e b o o t l e g g e r s discovered t h e y had made a mistakewhere t h e i r "booze" had been
dropped o f f , t h e y d i d n o t l i n y e r l o n g . ”* * * *¥ * * * * * *
CHANGING TIMES:

Mother used to s e t h e r baked p i e s on t h e window s i l l to c o o l them. . Daughter se t s h e r s
t h e r e t o thaw them. a a eeee
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Ju l y -Augus t (Page 2 )
INTRODUCING OUR NEW PRESIDENT: .

John Myers , n e w l y e l e c t e d Pres ident o f the’ w l son H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y, r e a l l y doesn't’ need
an introduction because f o r t h e p a s t 17 y e a r s , as a C h a r t e r - l i f e member of t h e s o c i e t y, he ‑
has been one o f t h e k e y " p l a y e r s " i n t h e development o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n .

In 1974, we discovered what a determined gen t l eman he is when we helped h im a t t a c h t h e
B i l l y Sherman p laque to t h e bou lde r marking t h e o l d confederate war h o r s e ' s g r a v e s i t e .

A f t e r b u i l d i n g a f o r m and p l a c i n g t h e p l a q u e o n t h e s t o n e , t h e bonding cement f a i l e d t o
harden and John had to remove every th ing and s t a r t a l l o v e r aga in .

Now most p e o p l e wou ld have been " t e a r i n g t h e i r h a i r o u t " b y t h i s t ime b u t , n o n - p l u s s e d , h e
scraped t h e r o c k c l e a n and d i d t h e j o b ove r as though n o t h i n g had gone wrong; and to those
who have worked w i t h h im , t h a t i s how he has Opera ted e v e r s ince as he t a c k l e d one j o b a f t e r
a n o t h e r.

John has gained a l o t of exper ience since h i s h i g h schoo l days a n d , even b e f o r e g r a d u a t i o n
he o p e r a t e d a r a d i o r e p a i r shop on Young S t r e e t . A l s o , he and Ronald Hamblin del ivered i c e
around t h e v i l l a g e .

A f t e r graduat ing f r o m Wilson H i g h in 1934, he a t t e n d e d C o r n e l l Un ive rs i t y a n d , upon r e ‑
t u r n i n g t o Wilson, drove t r u c k f o r t h e H i n c h l i f f e Vinegar Company, and t r i e d h i s hand a t h i s
own t r u c k i n g business.

L a t e r , he s t a r t e d up an o i l , h e a t i n g , and plumbing business, and a l s o worked f o r t h e Bell,
P l a n t where he rece ived a l e t t e r of commendation f o r h i s engineer ing a b i l i t y .

F o r t h e p a s t 1 7 y e a r s , h e has been deeply involved w i t h t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y. and has
i ns ta l l ed t h r e e o i l f u r n a c e s , c o m p l e t e l y re -w i red t h e d e p o t , and hooked u p t h e fi r e a l a r m
system. H e a l s o wired t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g , D r . Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g , F i t t r o Shop and
old N . Y. C e n t r a l caboose, and i n s t a l l e d a l l of t h e aud io equipment--much of which was acquired
b y him a t g r e a t savings t o t h e s o c i e t y.

There is reason to be l ieve he w i l l p u t t h e same dedicated e f f o r t i n t o t h e o f fi c e of P r e s i ‑
dent and ,w i t h N e t t i e Stimson suppo r t i ng him as l s t V i ce -P res . , and A r t Schnoor a s s i s t i n g as
2nd Vice-Pres. , t h e soc ie t y has v o t e d in an admin is t ra t ive team t h a t should g e t t h e j o b done.

I n 1939, John marr ied E l e a n o r H i n c h l i f f e , daughter o f A l l e n H i n c h l i f f e , who served a s
Mayor of Wilson in 1925.

They have f o u r c h i l d r e n , Jean (Wr igh t ) ; Sue; Ka th ryn , and John, J r .
* * * * * * * *& * *

IN MEMORIAM:
J. R u s s e l l H u r l b u r t , 8 6 , d ied May 11 , 1989, at Inter-Communi ty Hosp i ta l at Newfane. He was

t h e son of Wi l l iam and Wilhimina C a r r o l l H u r l b u r t , and graduated f r o m Wilson High in 1922. He
attended the Universi ty of Michigan and l a t e r became President of t h e Hur lbu r t B r o s . Preserving
Co. which he founded at Wilson in 1930.

"Russ" was a pas t president of t he Wilson School Board, a l s o founder and pres iden t of the
Wilson Lions Club ; Exempt Fireman Wilson Vo l . Co.'#1; Chrm of the Wilson Branch of t he Sa lva ‑
t i o n Army; and Honorary member of t h e Wilson Historical Soc ie ty.

H e i s survived b y h i s w i f e , M a r j o r i e Crossman Hur lbur t o f B r o n x v i l l e , NY; 3 daughters , Mary ‑
l o u Young of Rye, NY; C a r o l T. of New York C i t y ; and Hannah J. of Greenwich, Conn.

Memorial services were he ld at S t . John's Episcopal Church in Wilson, and b u r i a l at Greenwood.
* * * * x x os * * *

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
L u c i l l e Upton has donated a number of o l d newspaper items; WHS Chronicle (1911-1912); Com‑

munity P l a y b i l l s (1952),(1959) (1960) ; Brochure f o r Tuscarora P a r k ; Dedication Program f o r :
t h e WHS Gymnasium; P o s t e r f o r V M a i l ; Chautauqua Program; Ransomville Program f o r Rec i ta l by |
p u p i l s of Myra Wakeman; and brochure f o r enl istment in WMCA War Work. A l s o , War Memorial }
Plaque (1954); Man's Tuxedo: Man 's White S u i t , and 2 photographs.

P a u l Luckman, Walworth,NY: Two c a s t i r o n r a i l r o a d s igns t h a t were once p l a c e d a l o n g t h e o l d
Sodus Bay l i n e i n Wayne C o . Signs were c l e a n e d u p b y Don B u r r o w s .

Amy Weaver, RT. 93 , L o c k p o r t : L a r g e p h o t o o f sons o f Ve t e r a n s , P e t e r P o r t e r Camp, t a k e n i n
f r o n t o f t h e fo rmer Presby te r i an Church.

H e l e n C l a r k : Red, w h i t e , and b l u e F l a g Afghan w i t h 13 s t a r s and s t r i p e s chocheted by Helen |
C l a r k f o r t h e 1976 Bicentennial.

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

Please make welcome these f o l l o w i n g new members: Brad K l e e s , Coast Guard , F l o r i d a ; M y r t i c e
J a r r e t t , PA; P a t r i c i a Ramming, L o c k p o r t ; M a r i l y n R o l l i n g e r , L o c k p o r t : Tom B o w l e r , Lockpo r t ;
Susan Sobiegray, Niagara F a l l s ; Char les K r e u t z , G a s p o r t ; Sh i r l ey H o l l i s t e r , Lewiston;
J e f f e r y S t rub ing , B u r t ; Te r r y and Karen C u r r y, Newfane; Audrey Rosen tha l l , Wilson; Kathleen
Casey, Wi lson; J a c k and P a t C a s t l e , Wilson; Mr-/Mrs. Wi l l iam B l a c k , Wilson; Shawn B l a c k ,
Wilson; a l s o , Jun ior Member Roy P e t t i t I I I o f West V i r g i n i a .

* * * * * * * * * *
WINDMILL WORKS WELL:

Old- fashioned windmi l ls have m o s t l y Gisapoeared f r o m t h e l o c a l s c e n e , b u t one n o t a b l e e x ‑
c e p t i o n is t h e fi n e working model s tand ing on t h e museum grounds . Assembled and repa i red in
1984, t h e soc ie ty is p r o u d to be a b l e to d isp lay t h i s e a r l y example o f one o f t h e w o r l d ' s fi r s t

methods of producing energy.
Through t h e pers is tance and know-how of L i f e Member, "Chuck" Messersmith, t h e windmil l b e ‑

came o p e r a b l e a n d , because o f h i m , h a s been checked o v e r each s p r i n g and f a l l .
Th is y e a r , thanks to t h e "Mohawk Tree S e r v i c e " , Wilson-Cambria R d . , "Chuck" and Shawn Black

used a fl a t bed and h y d r a u l i c bucket t o p a i n t t h e 1 8 s a i l s , check t h e t u r b i n o i l , and a d j u s t
t h e tension on t h e b a b b i t . bea r ing and d r i v e s h a f t .

O n b e h a l f o f t h e s o c i e t y, "Chuck" wishes t o thank t h e B lacks f o r t h e i r h e l p , and hopes h e
can in te res t Shawn in he lp ing him maintain t h e m i l l . Inc iden ta l l y, M r s . B l a c k enjoys making
d o l l s and showing them o f f . I f in te res ted, y o u may c a l l h e r a t 751-9722.

* * * * * * * * * *
ONTHE HIGHWAY OF L I F E , t h e r e a r e more t o l l w a y s t h a n freeways.
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ANNUAL MEETING:

Barbara M o s h e r , C h r m . , and a s p e c i a l ‘difper committee composed of Winnie T e r r y , Mazie McCoy,
S h i r l e y E v a n s , J a n Spor leder, E m i l y McAvoy, and Doro thy Linnabery, p repared and served a d e l i ‑
c ious baked fi s h dinner to approximately 75 members in t h e Barnum B l d g . on June 19 th .

A s h o r t meet ing was h e l d a f t e r t h e d inne r and Don Croop , ou t -go ing p res iden t , asked f o r r e ‑
p o r t s and t h e l i s t o f nominees f o r o f fi c e . The f o l l o w i n g members were e lec ted :

John Myers , P r e s . , N e t t i e S t imson , V i c e - P r e s . , A r t Schnoo r, 2nd V i c e - P r e s . , Pam G r o f f ,
Rec. S e c y. , Helen S t e v e n s , C o r . S e c y . , and C a r o l e S c h n o o r, T r e a s .

T r u s t e e s t o J u n e , 1992: O l l i e C l a r k , B i l l F r i t t o n , and Ne t t i e Stimson.
Committee Chairmen: C e l e s t e Craw fo rd , L i b r a r y ; Don Croop, Publ icat ions/Newsletter; Jan

S p o r l e d e r, H i s to r i ca l S i t e s ; Chr is K e l m a n , Membership; Barbara Mosher, Programs; Dor is K l e e s ,
Ways & Means; L o i s Jennings, Memor ia l ; L o i s Jennings, Acquis i t ions; Maryanne Sharpe, House ‑
keeping; C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Genea log ica l ; John M y e r s , P u b l i c i t y ; Emma S c h r a d e r, Refreshments;
and Edna Robinson, Photographer. (Needed: Hostess Chairman).

H o l d i n g o f fi c e and n o t v o t e d on t h i s yea r : Tr u s t e e s to J u n e , 1990, Jean A r g u e , Ed Hast ings,
and B u r t Jennings. Tr u s t e e s to J u n e , 1991, Don B u r r o w s , Dan K ing , and L o i s Barnum.

H o n o r a r y T r u s t e e s : Haro ld M o s h e r, town superv isor ; E l e a n o r M y e r s , town h i s t o r i a n .* * * * * * * * * *
J. RUSSELL HURLBURT:

A L i f e Membership in t h e S o c i e t y h a s been g i v e n in memory of t h e l a t e R u s s e l l H u r l b u r t of
W i l son , by h i s daugh te r, Ma ry L o u Young o f Rye , NY.

"Russ" attended t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Michigan, and became a prominent member o f t h e Wilson
Business community in 1930 when he establ ished t h e H u r l b u r t B r o s . Canning Co. He a l s o served
as Pres. of t h e Wilson School Board ; was founder of t h e Wilson Lions C lub ; Exempt Fireman, W i l ‑
son F i r e Co. #1; and Honora ry Member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

He and h i s w i f e , Ma r j o r i e (Crossman) H u r l b u r t , r a i s e d 3 daughte rs , Mary L o u (Young); C a r o l ;
and Hannah. A l l fi v e members of t h e H u r l b u r t f a m i l y graduated f rom Wilson High School .* * * * * * * * * *
A PRETTY FAIR REPORT:

Beau t i f u l weather combined w i t h t h e fi n e o rgan i za t i ona l a b i l i t y o f N e t t i e Stimson and L o i s
Barnum, and e x c e l l e n t support f r o m t h e p u b l i c a t l a r g e , made t h i s y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r t h e
most s u c c e s s f u l one t o d a t e .

Every th ing seemed to r u n smooth ly as w e l l o v e r 10,000 peop le enjoyed t h e l a r g e fl e a m a r k e t ,
ant ique c a r s , c r a f t demons t ra t ions , museum e x h i b i t s , l i v e rad io coverage , q u i l t drawing, home‑
made f o o d s , and musical entertainment provided by t h e Wilson High School Band, Roving Barber
Shop Q u a r t e t , and " toe- tappin" Bison C i t y Stompers.

A l l f a i r chairmen handled t h e i r jobs e x p e r t l y f rom " s e t - u p " to "c lean-up" , and the society
is g r a t e f u l to everyone who volunteered t h e i r services and furnished food .

A success fu l f a i r i s important to the society as i t i s t h e p r i nc i pa l source f o r our y e a r l y
operat ing expenses. * * * * * * * * * *
SUNDAY HOSTESSES:

Sunday a f te rnoon hostesses f rom 2-4 PMwi l l - be : J u l y 2nd, Greg and Dena Mandevi l le;
J u l y 9 t h , Pau l and Ar lene K a r s t e n ; J u l y 1 6 t h ; L loyd and Sandy Evans; J u l y 23 rd , Harold and
Neva Bened ic t , and J u l y 30th , Tom and Maryanne Sharpe.

Aug. 6 t h , Ed and M i l l i e Lonsbery; Aug. 1 3 t h , Ray and Lorraine A lge ie r ; Aug. 20 th , Howard
and Leona H u n t e r ; and Aug. 2 7 t h , John and Jane Demmin.

Hostesses w i l l a l s o b e o n hand t o g r e e t you o n Sa tu rday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4 P M dur ing t h e
summer months o f J u l y and A u g u s t . * * * * * * * * * *
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

The Board w i l l meet on J u l y 12 th and Augus t 1 6 t h at t h e museum, 7:30 PM. The n e x t monthly
program meeting w i l l be h e l d on September 1 8 t h .* * * * * * * * * *
QUILT AWARDED TO LOCKPORT MAN:

Ray D r i e r o f L o c k p o r t was t h e winner o f t h e b e a u t i f u l " f a n " q u i l t g i ven b y t h e soc ie ty o n
Memorial D a y. Other g i f t s were awarded t o G a r y S . P e t t i t , Wi l son , Afghan; M r . H e l f r i c h , Lew ‑
i s t o n , Ta b l e c l o t h ; Edna R o s e , Wi l son , G r i l l ; and Wi l l i am Mur ray, A k r o n , Cookbook.* * * * * * * * * *
CLASS NIGHT AWARDS:

Andrew A l o i s i o and Br idge t Hogan were se lec ted by schoo l au tho r i t i es to receive t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l . S o c i e t y awards f o r Comprehensive S o c i a l S t u d i e s . John Mye rs , P r e s . , awarded t h e
g i f t s o f r e c o g n i t i o n t o t h e s t u d e n t s o n c l a s s n i g h t .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM PROGRESS:

Ten fi r e ex t ingu ishers have been i n s t a l l e d in t h e museum f a c i l i t i e s by Consol idated F i r e
Equipment, Cana l R d . , L o c k p o r t , in t h e s o c i e t y ' s on-go ing e f f o r t to make t h e museum s a f e and
s e c u r e . A r rangemen ts have a l s o been made f o r y e a r l y i nspec t i ons o f t h e e x t i n g u i s h e r s .* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT GUESTS:

About 15 members o f t h e S tudy -C lub o f Youngstown enjoyed a t o u r o f t h e Wilson Museum
r e c e n t l y where they were g r e e t e d and gu ided t h r o u g h t h e premises by L o i s Jennings, c u r a t o r ,
and Don Croop. A f t e r a c o u p l e h o u r v i s i t , t h e l a d i e s enjoyed l u n c h at t h e new Wilson House
R e s t a u r a n t and I n n . Group t o u r s may b e a r r a n g e d b y c a l l i n g L o i s Jennings.

* * * * *x * * * * *
DID YOU KNOW.. . that t h e l s t Wilson V o l . F i r e C o . fi e l d day was h e l d in A u g u s t , 1924, and t h a t

t h e I s t fi r e t r u c k , "Old B e t s e y " , was purchased on March 14 , 1925 f o r $12,000 d o i l a r s ?* * * * * * * * * *
“BON MOT: A house i s made o f b r i c k and s t o n e , b u t a home i s made o f l o v e a l o n e .* * * * * " * x * *
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"BILLY SHERMAN'S CARETAKER: : ;

J a n S p o r l e d e r , h is tor ical s i t e s c h r m . , h a s k g p t > t h e s o c i e t y ' s h i s t o r i c markers look ing
g r e a t , b u t t h e r e is one s i t e she d o e s n ' t have to worry about--the B i l l y Sherman m a r k e r on -:
t h e Ron Zauner f a r m .

F r a n k Massing, Judy 's u n c l e , h a s adopted o l d B i l l y as h i s s p e c i a l p r o j e c t , and it w o u l d be
w o r t h a v i s i t t o t h e s i t e to see how n i c e l y he has sp ruced i t u p . The grass i s mowed, flowers
have been p l a n t e d , t h e bou lde r has been p a i n t e d whi te a n d , more r e c e n t l y , F rank has c leaned
u p t h e a c t u a l b u r i a l s i t e and c l e a r e d a p a t h t o i t f r o m t h e r o a d . The g r a v e s i t e i s enc losed
w i t h 4 x 4 ' s w i t h whi te cross and t h e o r i g i n a l i r i s p l a n t e d o n t h e grave .

Dur ing t h e C i v i l Wa r , Ch ie f B u g l e r P r a t t , who l i v e d on what is now t h e Zauner property,
cap tu red t h e confederate h o r s e , a Tennessee Wa l k e r , at t h e B a t t l e of Chattanooga. He l a t e r
rode t h e horse on Sherman's "March to t h e S e a " , and named it " B i l l y " a f t e r h i s comman‑
d ing o f fi c e r . A t t h e end o f t h e w a r , h e brought t h e ho rse back t o h i s f a r m i n Wilson.

" B i l l y " was over 30 years o l d when he passed away September 1, 1887, and he was bur ied w i t h
m i l i t a r y honors b y veteran members o f B a t t e r y M o f P e t e r A . P o r t e r P o s t , G . A . R . , who lowered
him i n t o t h e g r a v e w i t h American F l a g draped o v e r h i s head and army b l a n k e t ove r h i s body.

I t was p o s s i b l e t o l o c a t e t h e g r a v e i n 1974 because o f t h e i r i s t h a t had been p l a n t e d o n
it by K a t e Cuddeback, and today t h e r e probab ly i s n ' t a n o t h e r Memorial to a Confederate C i v i l
War horse anywhere i n "Yankee" l a n d o t h e r t h a n " B i l l y ' s " g rave h e r e i n Wilson. ‑

The soc ie t y i s g r a t e f u l t o F r a n k Massing f o r recogniz ing t h e s p e c i a l S i g n i fi c a n c e o f t h e
s i t e , and t a k i n g o n t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f c a r i n g f o r i t .

x * kek &€ kK tk t kk & €

LIBRARY ACQUISITION:
“ P i n e F u r n i t u r e , Our American H e r i t a g e " , pub l ished b y C o l l e c t o r ' s Books , w i l l b e added t o

t h e museum l i b r a r y . The book , which i s p r o f u s e l y i l l u s t r a t e d , f e a t u r e s over 300 photographs
o f American Pine f u r n i t u r e and t h e use o f p i n e i n t h e home.

The b o o k , compiled by K a t h r y n McNerney, c r e d i t s Lo is Barnum, N e t t i e Stimson, and Audrey O r r
f o r t h e i r v a l u a b l e h e l p g iven t h e a u t h o r .

One sect ion o f t h e book t i t l e d , " A Home R e s t o r e d " , shows t h e 1861 Homestead o f Wi l l iam
Wilson, (home of Lo is and Melanie Barnum) and p o r t r a y s o v e r a dozen authent ic American p i n e
pieces used throughout t h e house.

Anyone interested in o b t a i n i n g a copy of t h e book may do so by c o n t a c t i n g L o i s Jennings.
ek kk kk & kk & tf k& kk Ok

BARNUM BUILDING BLOSSOMS:
Many of o u r members may n o t be aware of t h e g r e a t t ransformat ion t h a t has been t a k i n g p l a c e

in the Whitney Barnum Bu i ld ing . N o t o n l y has a new kitchen and r e l a t e d work areas been b u i l t
i n , b u t p l a n s a re a l s o being developed to add various display areas around the perimeter of
the room. Things d i d n ' t “ j u s t happen", and c red i t f o r t h e l a y - o u t and i t s planning must
be g iven to t h e ac t i ve Barnum Bui ld ing committee composed of Eleanor Myers, Chrm. , Barbara
Mosher, Lois Barnum, J i l l P h i l l i p s , Yvonne Smithson, Sue S c h u l t z , Helen Stevens, Maxine Jones,
Rena Rohring, and Wanda Burrows.

The work is being completed because of t h e "s t ick- to- i t -ness" of O l l i e C l a r k and Johnny
Myers who have spent many hours on t h e j o b w i th the h e l p of many volunteers including, E l t on
Kropp, Ralph Dinse, Ted B u l l , John Benedict , John Demmin, George Cruickshank, Roger Ward,
Howard H u n t e r , "Chuck" Messersmith, A r t Schnoor, Elwin Upton, Ca r l Bodie, Don Croop, George
Lederhouse, Harold Swanson, Morris C l a r k , B i l l F r i t t o n , C l a r k Stimson, Greg Mandevi l le, Pat
Ke lahan , Don Smithson, Roger Mawhiney, W i l l i e Rockwood, B i l l B a r t z , Tom Rogers , Tom Walder,
Dick S c h u l t z , E l l s w o r t h McKelvey, H a r o l d B e n e d i c t , H o y t D e s s o , Dan K ing , Don Bu r rows , and
D a l e S c h l y e r .

ek &* kk kK kK ke F&F & kk *

GEORGE LINNABERY:
KennethTa n n e r, a l i f e l o n g f r i e n d and one of George Linnabery 's fi r s t s tudents at Ho l l and

C e n t r a l H igh S c h o o l , remembers George a s a fi n e i n d u s t r i a l a r t s teacher who t a u g h t many o f h i s
s tuden t s t h e s k i l l s t h a t l a t e r shaped t h e i r l i v e s . H i s t a l e n t s were var ied and he was advisor
t o t h e school camera c l u b , t h e model a i r p l a n e c l u b , and a l s o helped o u t b u i l d i n g s t a g e - s e t s
f o r schoo l p l a y s .

As Scoutmaster of Ho l l and B . S . t r o o p 507, he helped b u i l d s h e l t e r s at Camp Ta-Wy-Ee of t h e
B u f f a l o Counc i l , and when Wor ld War I I s t a r t e d , he he lped b u i l d a s m a l l machine shop which was
t h e beg inn ing o f t h e too l - des i gn s tage o f h i s c a r e e r .

He l a t e r res igned f r o m teach ing , moved to Wi lson, and worked f o r t h e B e l l A i r c r a f t Corp .
Ber t ram K e l l e y , r e t i r e d Vice-Pres. of Engineering at B e l l He l i cop te r, spoke h i g h l y of George
and r e c a l l e d t h a t h e was one o f t h e k e y p e o p l e who made p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e h e l i c o p t e r p o s s i b l e .

H i s a b i l i t y was recogn ized when he began design ing r o t o r b lades and associated mechanisms,
and h e soon emerged a s a l e a d e r o f t h e R o t o r and C o n t r o l s Group , and p r e s i d e d o v e r t h e changes
f r o m e a r l y wooden r o t o r b l a d e s to t h o s e made by m e t a l .

When a l l t h e B e l l t e s t i n g l a b o r a t o r i e s were combined, George was t h e obvious choice t o head
t h e depar tment , and became a k e y member of t h e company 's management team.

George j o i ned t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i n 1975 and , as a t r u s t e e , vo lun tee red much o f
h i s knowledge and e x p e r t i s e to h e l p b u i l d b o t h t h e Barnum B l d g . and Argue B l d g .

In r e c o g n i t i o n of h i s many contr ibut ions to t h e s o c i e t y, t h e Board of D i rec to rs , at t h e June
meeting, v o t e d to g i v e him a Memorial-Li fe Membership in t h e Wilson His tor ica l Soc ie t y.

x ke &€&* & & & & & &k
FROM THE MAILBAG:

M a r y l o u Young w r i t e s t h a t she had a p l e a s a n t s u r p r i s e when she v i s i t e d t h e Wilson Museum.
Her 2nd cous in , E a r l Albright,(nephew of t h e l a t e Whit Barnum) saw h e r name in t h e g u e s t
r e g i s t e r and introduced himsel f to Mary lou . She sa id t h a t Fred Barnum's daughter, and S h i r l e y ,.
were t h e r e t o o , "So we t o o k p i c t u r e s of t h e f o u r cousins! Wasn ' t t h a t a co-incidence?"

Which m e r e l y goes t o p r o v e , y o u neve r know who w i l l t u r n u p o r who you w i l l meet when you
pay a v i s i t to t h e Wilson Museum.

* * * * * * * * * *
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WILSON'S RAILROAD DAYS:
The L a k e Ontar io Railroad was organized in O c t o b e r , 1870, b u t i t was 1876 b e f o r e t h e l i n e

was fi n a l l y b r o u g h t th rough Wi l son . Some o f t h e l o c a l d i r e c t o r s were Reuben F. W i l s o n , Joseph
F o w l e r , O l i v e r S c o v e l l , and B u r t Va n H o r n .

Many persons, f r o m t h e o u t s e t , considered i t a n i n s i g n i fi c a n t l i t t l e r a i l r o a d and perhaps i t
was s ince i t s r o l l i n g s t o c k consis ted o f o n l y t w o second hand l o c o m o t i v e s , t w o passenger c a r s ,
and 5 0 o r 6 0 f r e i g h t c a r s .

Construction s ta r ted at Oswego, b u t it was a l o n g and d i f fi c u l t t a s k . Work stopped when t h e
t r a c k s had o n l y been l a i d 18 mi l es wes t of t h e c i t y , and when work resumed it was h a l t e d again
at On ta r io so promoters could r a i s e more financ ia l back ing . In 1875, t h e l i n e was pushed west
to K e n d a l l , b u t a t y e a r ' s end every th ing was so ld on t h e b l o c k to t h e Rome, W a t e r t o w n , a n d'
Ogdensburg Ra i l r oad .

The new owners extended t h e t r a c k s f r o m Kendal l t o L e w i s t o n , and i n t h e sp r i ng s e n t a n i n a u ‑
g u r a l t r a i n o v e r t h e l i n e to announce i t s opening. Reference to t h a t g a l a event was made
i n t h e s e c r e t a r y ' s repo r t o f t h e Womens' A id Soc ie ty o f t h e E x l e y Methodist Church who noted:

“Public schools were recessed , s to res c l o s e d , and business suspended. Everyone turned o u t - ‑
m i n i s t e r s , laymen, r i c h , poor, b i g and l i t t l e , i n wagons, h o r s e b a c k , "posse b a c k " , and a f o o t
t o see t h e fi r s t t r a i n cross t h e townline road o n t h e lakeshore d iv is ion o f t he Rome, W a t e r t o w n ,
and Lake Ontario Shore Rai l road.

‘Hundreds of peop le v i s i t e d t h e spot and seemed l o a t h to go home again a n d , l i k e "Mary 's
L i t t i e l a m b " , wai ted about p a t i e n c l y i n t h e snow and s l u s h . Among t h e crowd w e noticed Capt .
Luther Wilson and Esquire Andrew B r o w n , who have seen t h i s town f rom i t s i n f a n t c y - - f r o m s o l i d
f o r e s t s to a l l t he modern improvements of a l a r g e v i l l a g e .

‘Wi th a ha rbo r unsurpassed on t h e l a k e , and now ra i l r oad f a c i l i t i e s , who can t e l l what our
f u t u r e w i l l be?"

The fi r s t passenger t r a i n passed through Wilson on June 12, 1876, and t h e fi r s t ma i l t r a i n
steamed t h r o u g h o n August 1 0 , 1876, b u t d u r i n g t h e n e x t 7 years , t h e r a i l r o a d b a r e l y survived
go ing i n t o rece iversh ip . H o w e v e r , i n 1883, C h a r l e s P a r s o n s acquired c o n t r o l o f t h e s t o c k , and
h i r e d H a r r y B r i t t o n t o operate t h e l i n e . To g e t h e r, t h e y b u i l t t h e l a k e s h o r e branch o f t h e
R.W.& O. i n t o a prosperous r a i l r o a d .

The New Yo r k C e n t r a l , n o t unaware o f i t s compet i to r ' s s u c c e s s , leased a l l t h e propert ies o f
t h e R.W.& O. in 1891, b u t re ta ined t h e time-honored name f o r s e v e r a l years on t ime t a b l e s and
o t h e r a d v e r t i s i n g l i t e r a t u r e .

The l s t s t a t i o n was erected a t Wilson i n 1 8 7 6 - 7 7 , and t h i s depot was used u n t i l 1905 when a
new one was b u i l t b y t h e New Yo r k C e n t r a l . A n i t e m i n t h e J a n . 1 2 , 1905 e d i t i o n o f t h e Wi lson
" S t a r " s t a t e d , "The R.W.& O . depot i n t h i s v i l l a g e i s b e i n g t o r n down and i n i t s p l a c e t h e New
Yo r k C e n t r a l w i l l e r e c t a s t a t i o n o f more modern d e s i g n . " I n 1912-13, t h e w a i t i n g r o o m , baggage
room and t i c k e t o f fi c e were en la rged and t h e e n t i r e comp lex covered w i t h a s l a t e r o o f . The
b e a u t i f u l l y designed b r i c k w a l k s were a l s o l a i d a t t h i s t ime.

The r a i l r o a d p layed an impor tan t r o l l i n Wi lson 's economy, and when t h e N . Y. C e n t r a l t o o k
c o n t r o l i n 1891, i t serviced one o f t h e g rea tes t f r u i t - g r o w i n g areas i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . Even
t h e m i g h t y N . Y. C e n t r a l found i t d i f fi c u l t sometimes t o fi n d enough equipment t o h a n d l e t h e
l a r g e amounts o f f r u i t , v e g e t a b l e s , and o t h e r p r o d u c t s shipped f r o m O n t a r i o ' s s o u t h e r n s h o r e .
" I n i t s hey -dey, 5 passenger t r a i n s operated d a i l y , and connections could be made to B u f f a l o ,
Ch icago, N . Y. C i t y , and P o r t l a n d , Maine. Famous " fl y e r s " t h a t operated over t h e "Hojack" were
t h e "White M t . Exp ress " and t h e "Wabash" which passed th rough Wilson m o s t l y a t n i g h t .

Improved highways and a growing t r u c k i n d u s t r y f o r c e d t h e r a i l r o a d to c u r t a i l operat ions,
and by 1924 , passenger t r a i n s were c u t to t w o d a i l y . P a s s e n g e r se r v i ce was d iscont inued in 1934 ,
b u t t h e Wi lson f r e i g h t o f fi c e remained open u n t i l J u n e , 1959.

The Wilson Canning C o . bough t t h e depo t in 1961, and r e s o l d it to D r . A rgue in 1965. He used
t h e b u i l d i n g t o s t o r e ant ique c a r s u n t i l O c t . 1972, when h e gave i t t o t h e town o f Wilson w i t h
t h e s t i p u l a t i o n t h a t i t b e used a s a museum and meet ing p l a c e f o r t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

The sound of t h e steam locomotive w h i s t l e and t h e d i e s e l ' s h o r n a r e no l o n g e r heard in W i l s o n ,
and t h e t r a c k s t h a t once car r ied t h e famous " fl y e r s " t h rough town have been t o r n up and scrapped.
A l l t h a t remains to remind Wilsonians of t h e i r one-time " o n l y connection to t h e outs ide w o r l d " ,
is t h e s t a t e l y o l d depot-museum; t h e 1903 N . Y. C e n t r a l w o r k caboose; some r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g
s igns ; a miscel laneous c o l l e c t i o n of r a i l r o a d a r t i f a c t s ; and n o s t a l g i c memories of an e a r l y d a y.

The "Hojack" name w i l l a l s o be preserved because of a generous g i f t o f l a n d by D r . G e o r g e
and Rosemary Badger o f L o c k p o r t . The 4 , a c r e p l o t h a s been seeded and p lan ted t o t r e e s , and a
h i s t o r i c a l marker designates t h e ‘ s i t e a s "Hojack" P a r k , w i t h t h e names o f i t s donors inscr ibed
upon i t . kok &k & & & ke & *
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THE LADIES OF FARMER'S VALLEY:

On June 1 8 , 1861, Miss L . C . O t t o , on b e h a l f of t h e Ladies of F a r m e r ' s V a l l e y , Smethpor t , P A . ,
p resen ted an American F l a g to t h e Home Guard o f F a r m e r ' s V a l l e y , Co . H , 5 8 t h R e g t . , o f t h e
P e n n s y l v a n i a V o l u n t e e r s . When making t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n Miss O t t o s a i d :

"Knowing y o u r p a t r i o t i c f e e l i n g s and l o v e f o r t h e U n i o n , w e o f f e r t h i s fl a g t r u s t i n g i t w i l l
never be d ishonored , d isgraced, n o r abandoned by y o u , b u t w i l l be p r o t e c t e d and cher ished as an
emblem o f l i b e r t y and peace t o a l l who may e n l i s t unde r i t s f o l d s . "

C a p t . Asa H . C o r y, who accepted t h e fl a g o n b e h a l f o f t h e Penn. Vo l u n t c e r s responded, "On
b e h a l f o f t h e members o f t h i s Company, w e r e t u r n o u r h e a r t f e l t thanks t o t h e Ladies o f F a r m e r ' s
V a l l e y , (God B l e s s them) whos l o y a l t y i s a s u n c o r r u p t a b l e a s v i r t u e i t s e l f .

'We assure you , l a d i e s , t h a t t h e F l a g t h a t was bap t i zed in b l o o d a t t h e b i r t h o f o u r Na t i on
s h a l l n o t be disgraced or dishonored by u s , b u t , in memory of Washington, J a c k s o n , and Ta y l o r ,
w i l l be k e p t u n s u l l i e d and untarn ished to t h e b e s t o f o u r a b i l i t y .

' T h i s F l a g may y i e l d t o t h e c o r r o d i n g t o o t h o f t i m e , y e t w e hope and b e l i e v e t h a t o t h e r fl a g s
bea r ing t h e S t a r s and S t r i pes w i l l con t i nue to wave o v e r a happy and un i ted p e o p l e .

'Who does n o t l o v e those S t a r s and S t r i p e s , cemented a s they a r e w i t h t h e b l o o d o f o u r
f a t h e r s .

‘Mos t of o u r s o u t h e r n s t a t e s have discarded t h i s Nat iona l Emblem and i n s u l t e d and v i l i fi e d
i t , y e t we t r u s t e r e l o n g i t w i l l fl o a t aga in over a Un i ted Nat ion . "

(No te : We thank Sara B e r r y o f Wilson f o r t h e in fo rmat ion used in t h e above i tem. S a r a and
h e r c o u s i n , E l l a Mae P e t e r s o f F l o r i d a , a r e g r e a t - g r a n d a u g h t e r s o f C a p t . Asa H . C o r y. )

* * * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM:

A l l " g r e e n thumbers" may be interested in t h e p rog ram scheduled f o r t h e l s t r e g u l a r month ly
meet ing t h i s f a l l at t h e museum September 1 8 t h at 7 :30 PM.

Barbara Mosher, Program Chrm., has i n v i t e d Al Schotz of Wilson to speak on t h e "Endangered
P l a n t s o f Wilson and Autumn Wi ldflowers . " A l a t tends c o l l e g e p a r t t ime and is a Bo tan is t who
works f o r t h e S t a t e o f New Yo r k .

Dedicated and f a i t h f u l pe rsons l i k e Emma S c h r a d e r, Chrm. of t h e Refreshment Conmm., a r e what
makes o u r soc ie ty " t i c k " . Emma and Mary Bartz will be hostesses f o r t h e September meet ing.

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR:
T h u r s . , S e p t . 7 t h , Planning Board meeting at home of A r t Schnoor--8:00 PM.
Wed., Sep t . 1 3 t h , Board of Director meeting at museum, 7:30 PM.
Mon . , Sep t . 1 8 t h , Regu la r monthly meeting at museum--7:30 PM.

*& * * * * * * * * *
7a *SEPTEMBER HOSTS & HOSTESSES:

Sara B e r r y , Hostess Chrm., has announced t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g members have agreed to g r e e t
v i s i t o r s a t t he museum on Sunday a f te rnoons f rom 2-4 PM:

Sep t . 3 r d , Zi lpha P e t t y and Sy lv ia McCuaig; S e p t . 1 0 t h , "Chuck" and Marion Campbell;
Sep t . 1 7 t h , Don and Joanne W i l t s e ; and S e p t . 24 th , " S t u " and Ernie Walpole.* * * * * * * * * *
SUCCESSFUL QUILT REGISTRATION:

Linda Dav is , Chrm., announced t h a t 374 q u i l t s owned by 112 area residents or organ iza t ions ,
were r e g i s t e r e d a t t h e two Farm and Home C e n t r e R e g i s t r a t i o n Days h e l d t h i s summer i n L o c k p o r t .

F ive h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t i e s and two church g r o u p s e n t e r e d q u i l t s , and informat ion abou t them
was recorded b y 7 3 v o l u n t e e r s .

Qui l ts owned by t h e Wilson Museum were ente red by L o i s Barnum and L o i s Jennings.
* * * * * * * * * *

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
M a r i l y n Cuddeback R o l l i n g e r of L o c k p o r t has donated two p i c tu res of Mary Cuddeback M i z t l e r

and Vosburgh; a l s o a Baby D r e s s and P a n t a l o o n s .
M r s . Anne L a r k i n G a r d n e r, C l e v e l a n d , Ohio: B e a l s , McCarthy & Rogers Ca ta logue #8 ; "Soc ie ty

of Automobile Engineers" , 10 v o l s . (1912-1917).
Ra lph Ward, G a s p o r t : L o c k and Key f r o m t h e l s t schoolhouse in t h e v i l l a g e of Wi lson.
Bea Mensch, L o c k p o r t : Miscellaneous c o l l e c t i o n of o l d hand t o o l s .
Susan Sobiegray, Niagara F a l l s : P l a s t i c mounted a r t i c l e on Memorial Day F a i r .
P a u l Manches te r, Ransomville: M a n ' s Derby " B o w l e r " H a t in good c o n d i t i o n .
H a r o l d Fitzsimmons: Three p l a s t i c mats f e a t u r i n g ant ique c a r s .
J e a n A r g u e : O l d C a r p e t B a g and D r i v i n g G l o v e s .
W i n i f r e d Te r r y : " A Book o f Good Dinners f o r m y F r i e n d s : , b y Fanny M e r r i t t Farmer (1905).
D o r o t h y Linnabery: Two S e a r s Roebuck C a t a l o g s and f o u r Montgomery Ward C a t a l o g s .
Don Croop : Wo r l d Almanac a n d B o o k of F a c t s ( 1 9 8 1 ) .

* * * * * * * * * *
SANBORN BAND FEATURED:

M i l l i e Lonsbery and C h r i s Kelman had no complaints when they served as hostesses at t h e
Wilson Museum o n Sunday, Augus t 6 t h . Many v i s i t o r s were a t t r a c t e d t o t h e museum t h a t day t o
h e a r t h e town-sponsored Band C o n c e r t and en joy t h e I c e Cream Soc ia l p u t on by t h e Tourism
Committee and H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Rena Rohr ing was Chairman of t h e e v e n t and was assis ted by Wanda Burrows. Wa l l y Goodman
d i rec ted t h e Sanborn Band. A l l a r e members o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y.

* * * * * * * * * *
FISHING DERBY:

A n g l e r s may wish to make a n o t e on t h e i r ca lendars t h a t t h e Niagara County F ish ing Derby
w i l l be h e l d September 9 t h th rough September 1 7 t h . Good l u c k to a l l of you !

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBER:

I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome Verna Barnum o f Lockport a s a,momber o f t h e society.
* * * * * * * * * *

GROWING OLD is easy. The hard p a r t is growing u p .
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SAILBOAT PIRACY:
Inc red ib le as i t may s o u n d , t h e l a t e M e r l e Wi lson once t o l d C l a r a K a i s e r how he and h i s

D a d , B i l l y W i l s o n , l o s t t h e i r s a i l b o a t .
They used t h e i r good-sized b o a t f o r fi s h i n g and at d a y ' s e n d , would a l w a y s t a k e down t h e

s a i l s and p u t them away. One d a y, h o w e v e r, t h e y f o r g o t .
T h a t was t h e n i g h t t h a t t h e l a s t o r i g i n a l warehouse b u i l t by L u t h e r Wi lson burned down.

N a t u r a l l y everyone i n Wilson a l w a y s tu rned o u t f o r a fi r s t c l a s s fi r e , and B i l l y and M e r l e
were no except ions.

A f t e r t h e fi r e , they s t a r t e d f o r home, and t h a t was when t h e y discovered t h a t t h e i r s a i l ‑
b o a t was gone. They searched up and down t h e sho re l i ne f o r i t b u t w i t h no s u c c e s s , b u t B i l l y
w o u l d n ' t g i v e u p - - h e fi g u r e d it had to be somewhere.

He decided to t a k e t h e steamer at Lewiston and go to To r o n t o to l o o k f o r i t - - a hunch t h a t
p a i d o f f . There i n t h e h a r b o r was h i s b o a t , s o h e n o t i fi e d t h e S h e r i f f who q u i c k l y p icked t h e
t h i e v e s u p i n To r o n t o .

When t h e c u l p r i t s were b r o u g h t to t r i a l , it was l e a r n e d t h a t t h e y had s e t t h e warehouse
on fi r e so t h e y cou ld s e e to s a i l o u t o f t h e h a r b o r . Excep t f o r B i l l y ' s pe rs i s tence , t h e y
m i g h t h a v e g o t t e n away w i t h i t .

The t h i e v e s , two b r o t h e r s , were conv ic ted o f s e t t i n g t h e fi r e and s t e a l i n g t h e b o a t , and
b o t h were s e n t to j a i l , b u t t h e warehouse t h a t t hey dest royed was t h e l a s t v i s i b l e landmark
o f t h a t h i s t o r i c e r a when s h i p - b u i l d i n g and sh ipp ing produce were t h r i v i n g i ndus t r i es a t t h e
Wilson H a r b o r.

* * * *x * * * * * *
IN FOND MEMORY:

I d a Ereon ,110 , an Honora ry -L i f e Member o f t h e s o c i e t y, d ied J u n e 22,1989, a t t h e Newfane
H e a l t h F a c i l i t y where she resided f o r t h e p a s t 5 y e a r s . She i s survived b y a nephew, Wi l l i am
Wilson and h i s s o n s , C h a r l e s and Tower W i l s o n , a l l o f Wi lson; a l s o two dea r l i f e - l o n g f r i e n d s ,
Emma Schrade r o f Wi l son , and Kenny Welker o f Newfane. B u r i a l was a t S t . P e t e r ' s Lu the ran
Church Ceme te ry, N o r t h Ridge, w i t h R e v. David M u s a l l o f fi c i a t i n g .

Jean W. K r e s s , 7 0 , d i e d at home, June 20 , 1989, a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . She was a descendent
o f Wi l son ' s found ing f a m i l y, and i s su rv i ved by h e r m o t h e r , Marga re t Wi lson ; h e r husband ,
John K r e s s , b o t h o f Wi lson; and sons Jeremy (Palma) o f L o c k p o r t and Michael (Diana) o f Wi lson.
A Mass o f C h r i s t i a n B u r i a l was h e l d a t O u r Lady o f t h e R o s a r y C a t h o l i c Church w i t h Fa the r P a u l
B u r k a r d o f fi c i a t i n g . I n t e r m e n t was i n Greenwood Cemetery a t Wilson.

Marion B. Hor ton ,91 , an Honorary-Life Member of t h e Soc ie t y, passed away J u l y 22, 1989, at
Ve t e r a n ' s Hosp i ta l , Bay Pines, F l o r i d a . She was a r e c e p t i o n i s t f o r the l a t e D r . John Argue,
and moved to F lo r i da in 1951. She is surv ived by h e r sons , Robert (Helen) of Wi lson, and
Char les ( N o r r i s ) o f L a r g o , Florida. Services and b u r i a l were i n F lo r ida .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:

C a r o l C . Smi th , Sanborn, has been i n s t a l l e d Regent o f t h e N iag .Fa l l s Chapter, Nat ional Soc.
of t h e Daughters of t h e American Revolut ion. She is a g r a d u a t e of Wilson High School and

earned’ h e r B S and M Sa t B u f f a l o S t a t e C o l l e g e . She t a u g h t a t Wilson C e n t r a l , S t a r p o i n t , and
Stevenson Elementary at Ransomvil le.

Haro ld Mosher w i l l seek a 5 t h t e r m as supervisor of t h e town of Wilson. He is a former
mayor o f t h e V i l l a g e ; one o f t h e f o u n d e r s o f Wi l son 's L i t t l e League; a 2 0 y e a r Exempt member
o f Wi lson V o l . F i r e Co . #1 ; and a c t i v e member o f t h e Wilson Lions C l u b . I n 1972, he a t tended
t h e fi r s t meet ing h e l d t o i n i t i a t e t h e found ing o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y i n which h e
i s now a t r u s t e e . * * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ACTIVIT IES:

John M y e r s , P r e s . , has appointed Wa l l a c e Goodman t r u s t e e to fi l i t h e vacancy l e f t by N e t t i e
Stimson who was e l e c t e d I s t Vice-Pres ident .

S a r a B e r r y has accepted t h e chairmanship of t h e Sat/Sun a f t e r n o o n hostess conmm., and L u c i l i « :
Up ton w i l l a s s i s t h e r .

L u c i l l e has done a tremendous j o b w r i t i n g u p d e s c r i p t i o n s o f depot a r t i f a c t s , and has a l s o
done some p r e l i m i n a r y w o r k o n s e t t i n g u p a gu ide p o l i c y f o r t h e museum.

Don B u r r o w s , Chrm. o f P l a n n i n g , r e p o r t s t h a t a l l fi r e ex t ingu ishers have been i n s t a l l e d and
emergency l i g h t i n g equipment is in p l a c e . The s e c u r i t y a l a r m system is r e a d y, and D a l e S c h l y e r
has o f f e r e d t o h a n d l e any problems t h a t migh t a r i s e w i t h fi r e o r i n t r u s i o n a l a r m s .

P r e s . Myers reminded everyone t h a t a l l committee chairmen s h o u l d appo in t an a s s i s t a n t who
c o u l d t a k e o v e r as chairman s h o u l d t h e need a r i s e .

Mot ion was approved t o i nc l ude a membership a p p l i c a t i o n i n t o w n ' s "Welcome Package" o f f e r i n g
new res iden ts a one y e a r f r e e membership in t h e soc ie t y s h o u l d they wish to j o i n .

Mot ion was passed approving a c o s t es t ima te o f $500 t o s e t u p a P o s t o f fi c e d i s p l a y i n t n e
Barnum B u i l d i n g .

P r o p o s a l b y Barnum B l d g . Comm. was approved t h a t members o n l y b e a l l o w e d t o u s e k i t c h e n
f a c i l i t i e s f o r a $100 donation--$50 to be re funded if k i t c h e n is l e f t in good cond i t i on .

The T u g w e l l l o g cab in w i l l b e donated t o t h e s o c i e t y, cou r t esy o f Red C l a r k , who w i l l & i s c
donate 2 C a d i l l a c s - - o n e r e s t o r e d .

Request b y Mayor Robe r t M a r t i n t o use s o c i e t y ' s p a r k i n g l o t f o r E a s t e r n N iagara U n i t e d
Motorcade on S e p t . 9 t h was approved.

Maintenance of depot foundat ion was discussed r e g a r d i n g h o l e s t h a t a r e p e r m i t t i n g animals
t o g e t under b u i l d i n g . M a t t e r i s r e f e r r e d t o L o i s Barnum and B u r t Jenning, t r u s t e e s i n char-;<
o f t h e depot .

Proposed budge t of $18,500 t h r o u g h A p r i l 30 , 1990, was approvedw i t h one dissending v o t e .
The Wi lson Soc . w i l l c a t e r t h e N iag . C o . H i s . Soc . Annua l Dinner to be h e l d O c t . 28 , 1985.* * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: You have reached middle age when t h e g i r l you smi le at th inks you a r e one of h e r
f a t h e r ' s f r i e n d s .

* * * *& * * * * * *
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HUMOR ALONG THE "HOJACK":
S e v e r a l s to r ies have been t o l d how t h e R.W.& O. g o t t h e name "Hojack", b u t t h e one we l i k e

t e l l s how Jack We l c h , a f a r m e r and one of t h e l i n e ' s l s t engineers, c o u l d n ' t f o r g e t h i s h o r s e ‑
d r i v i n g ways, and everyt ime he slowed down f o r a s t a t i o n h e ' d holler "whoa" at t h e engine.

P e o p l e q u i c k l y p icked it up and j o k i n g l y began to r e f e r to t h e r a i l r o a d as t h e "Whoa-Jack"
l i n e - - a n d a s t ime went b y , shortened i t t o “Hojack" . Now whether t h i s s t o r y i s t r u e o r n o t ,
i t ' s as l o g i c a l an explanation as a n y.

Another "tongue-in-cheek" t a l e was w r i t t e n by h i s to r i an Wi l l iam Olmstead and published by
G e o r g e Gooding o f L o c k p o r t i n 1910 t h a t sugges ts how t h e h a m l e t o f B u r t may h a v e o r i g i n a t e d :

" I n 1875 , when t h e R.W& O. opened, t h e r e was a a s t a t i o n a t t h e c ross i ng o n Lake Road c a l l e d
'Newfane' . I n 1900, when t h e L o c k p o r t - O l c o t t t r o l l e y , runn ing n o r t h , went under t h e steam
l i n e , which went east and w e s t , t h e p o i n t of in tersect ion was c a l l e d " B u r t " a f t e r B u r t Va n H o r n .
In exchange, t h e t r o l l e y l i n e t o o k t h e name of "Newfane" f o r i t s Char lo t tev i l le Sta t ion .

"The crossing o f these two ra i l r oads a t B u r t seemed to have a permanent e f f e c t on t h e growth
o f the hamlet a t t h a t p o i n t . Ten years have made a town where once there were o n l y fi e l d s .

"The problem was t h a t the two ra i l roads were always s t r i v i n g on how not to make connect ions,
and passengers had to wai t so l o n g between t r a i n s , t h e y concluded it was easier to s e t t l e t h e r e . "

One t i m e , a 'drummer' ,who wished to purchase a t i c k e t f r om Wilson to C h a r l o t t e , inquired of
the s ta t i on agent how l a t e h i s t r a i n would be. He was surprised when the agent t o l d him t h e
t r a i n was on t ime. “How come?" , asked the astonished salesman.

"Oh t h i s is yesterday 's t r a i n , r e p l i e d t h e agent , " S h e ' s j u s t 24 h o u r s l a t e . "
I n another i n c i d e n t , a l e t t e r mailed f rom Niagayqa F a l l s i n 1882, w a s n ' t received i n Wilson

u n t i l 1894. The U.S. P o s t o f fi c e , o f t e n t h e t a r g e t o f c r i t i c i sm f o r misdirected m a i l , was p a r t l y
exonerated by the ed i to r of the Wilson " S t a r " who n o t e d , "We a lways knew t h e R.W.& O. was s l o w ,
b u t t h i s beats a l l records."

Tra in conductors on t h e "Hojack" were u s u a l l y assigned to r e g u l a r r u n s , and sometimes g o t
w e l l acquainted w i t h t h e i r passengers. The l a t e M r s . Marion H o r t o n o f t e n t o o k h e r sons Char les
and R o b e r t to Rochester w i t h h e r , and r e c a l l e d t h a t when t h e t r a i n reached t h e v i l l a g e of
G r e e c e t h e conductor would s a y to h e r youngsters, "Hold t i g h t to your s e a t s , b o y s , w e ' r e run-‑
n i n g t h r o u g h Greece"- -a remark t h a t a l w a y s k e p t t h e b o y s g igg l i ng to t h e Rochester s t a t i o n .

One time a l i t t l e o l d l a d y , n o t i c e a b l y under t h e i n fl u e n c e o f i n t o x i c a n t s , t r i e d t o board a
t r a i n a t Wilson f o r H o l l e y , b u t i n s i s t e d o n t r y i n g t o s tand o n t h e baggage c a r p l a t f o r m .

The conductor was o b l i g e d to p u t h e r o f f t h e t r a i n , and a s h o r t t ime l a t e r she was found
f a s t a s l e e p o n t h e depo t w a i t i n g room fl o o r . When she fi n a l l y came t o , she boarded another
t r a i n w i t h o u t i n c i d e n t , and it was l a t e r discovered s h e was q u i t e prominent in h e r home town.

Dur ing t h e depression years , many t ramps r o d e t h e f r e i g h t s i n t o W i l s o n , and o f t e n camped in
Wi lson or S t e v e n s woods. Somet imes , a t n i g h t , t h e y wou ld b r e a k i n t o t h e depo t in search o f
money o r o t h e r v a l u a b l e s .

O n c e , j u s t b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s , M r s . P a t t e r s o n , t h e s t a t i o n a g e n t ' s w i f e , went t o B u f f a l o o n a
shopping sp ree a n d , i n o r d e r to k e e p h e r daugh te rs f r o m fi n d i n g o u t what she had bought them,
h i d t h e i r g i f t s i n t h e d e p o t s a f e . T h a t n i g h t , t ramps b r o k e i n t o t h e s t a t i o n and managed t o
open t h e s a f e . M r s . P a t t e r s o n l a t e r remarked she would h a v e loved to have seen t h e expression
o n t h e i r f a c e s when a l l t h e y found f o r t h e i r t r o u b l e were 2 d o l l s and a s i l k p e t t i c o a t .

P e a r l a (C lark) Spears o f L o c k p o r t r e c a l l e d t h a t when she was a young g i r l , she spent a l o t
of t ime around t h e d e p o t . She s a i d t h a t t h e locomotive engineers l i k e d to d r i n k and she would
g e t a j u g o f ha rd c ide r f o r them a t H i n c h l i f f e ' s , and l e a v e i t b y t h e r a i l r o a d c ross ing . When
she came b a c k l a t e r f o r t h e j u g , s h e ' d a l w a y s fi n d a q u a r t e r under neath i t . ( E n t e r p r i s i n g g i r l )

When A l l e n : H inch l i f fe 's Vinegar Works operated e a s t o f t h e d e p o t , he used to b r i n g h i s s m a l l
daugh te r t o t h e s t a t i o n when t r a n s a c t i n g business. O n t h e west s i de o f t h e w a i t i n g room was a
water fountain where h i s l i t t l e g i r l a l w a y s w a n t e dto d r i n k f r o m t h e "magic foun ta in " .

And, to a l i t t l e g i r l , i t was magic because each time h e r f a t h e r waved h i s hands over i t ,
w a t e r would sudden ly s p u r t out--much to h e r amazement.

It was some t ime l a t e r b e f o r e she discovered t h e sec re t of t h e "magic fountain"~-unkown to
h e r , h e r f a t h e r pressed o n a f o o t p e d a l t o make t h e w a t e r come, and f o r many months t h o r o u g h l y
enjoyed t h e l o o k of astonishment on h i s daugh te r ' s f a c e when he d i d s o .

Memories l i k e t h a t a r e ha rd to e r a s e , SOwe imagine E l e a n o r (H inch l i f f e ) M y e r s , town o f
Wi lson H i s t o r i a n , remembers t h a t o l d "Magic Fountain" each t ime she w a l k s i n t o t h e Wilson Museur* * * * * * * * * *
PROJECT ALERT: : - oo ‑

U r g e n t l y needed: Some one t o r e p l a c e r o t t e d p l a n k s o n depo t ' s baggage p l a t f o r m . Contact
person; A r t S c h n o o r , S u p t . in c h a r g e of work d e t a i l s and construction. (751-6373).



o %
O c t o b e r 1989 (Page-2)

COOPER TOWN: ‘
A f e w of o u r members may r e c a l l t h e t ime when so much f r u i t was shipped f r o m Wilson, several

Cooper shops had to be b u i l t t o h e l p suppo r t t h e indus t r y. . .
According to t h e l a t e E a r l Armst rong, t h e fi r s t Cooper shop was operated by t h e Johnson

fami ly i n a b r i c k b u i l d i n g a t t h e corner o f Wood and Chestnut S t r e e t s .
They s t a r t e d making b a r r e l s i n e a r l y J u l y , and wou ld d e l i v e r them t o f r u i t g r o w e r s i n a

s p e c i a l wagon r i g c a l l e d a b a r r e l r a c k .
The Johnsons were a l a r g e f a m i l y , b u t t h e y c o u l d n o t s u p p l y enough b a r r e l s f o r t h e t r a d e ,

and a man b y t h e name o f M i l l e r s t a r t e d ano ther Cooper shop b y t h e r a i l r o a d d e p o t .
A l s o , in t h e e a r l y 1 9 0 0 ' s , t h e r e were a number o f B lacksmi th shops in town inc lud ing F i t t r o s ,
B o n s t e e l s , B igg ins , B e l l s , S t o c k w e l l s , and Stoddards. They shoed t h e horses i n town inc luding
t h e 96 housed ins ide t h e v i l l a g e . There was considerable ob jec t i on , however, f r o m t h e p e o p l e
who complained about t h e s m e l l and fl i e s t h a t t h e horses a t t r a c t e d . ‘ .

Wi th t h e advent of t h e motor v e h i c l e , p e o p l e g o t r i d of t h e i r h o r s e s , and t h e blacksmi th
shops g r a d u a l l y disappeared.

Anyone o v e r 7 0 c a n probab ly remember when t h e s t o c k y a r d s were l o c a t e d west o f t h e depo t .
That was where t h e p i g s and catt le were k e p t be fo re shipment by t r a i n to B u f f a l o .

* * * * *k * * * * *
MUSEUM HOSTESSES FOR OCTOBER:

Sara B e r r y has announced t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g personshave agreed to serve as g r e e t e r s at t h e
museum, Sunday a f te rnoons f r o m 2 to 4 PM.

O c t . l s t , Howard and Leona H u n t e r ; O c t . 8 t h , H a r o l d and Neva Benedict; O c t . 1 5 t h , Dale
and J a n e t t e Sch l ye r ; O c t . 22nd, J a c k and Winnie Te r r y , and O c t . 29 th , George and Mar j o r i e
Lederhouse.

* * * * * * * * * *
OCTOBER PROGRAM:

Ba rba ra Mosher, Program C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t " C l i p " Smi th , Publ ic Rela t ions Di rec to r
o f t h e Niagara S o l i d Waste Consor t i um, and K e i t h O ' N e i l , C o - o r d i n a t o r, w i l l b e t h e g u e s t
s p e a k e r s a t t h e O c t . 16 th meeting o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty. The v e r y t ime l y sub jec t
of "Recyc l ing" w i l l be t h e theme of t h e program, and everyone in te res ted in l e a r n i n g more about
i t shou ld make a n e f f o r t t o a t t e n d .

Since t h e r e is a B u f f a l o B i l l f o o t b a l l game scheduled on t h e 1 6 t h , o u r gues t s w i l l g i v e
t h e i r p r e s e n t a t i o n a t 7 :30 PM, and t h e business meeting w i l l f o l l o w l a t e r .

Refreshments w i l l be served by M i l l i e Lonsbery and Jan Spor lede r, hostesses f o r the n i g h t .
t, * * * * * * * * * *

OCTOBER CALENDAR:
Planning Board: Thursday, O c t . 5 t h ; A r t Schnoor's home, 8:00PM.
Board of Directors: Wednesday, O c t . l l t h ; Wilson Museum, 7:30 PM.
Monthly Meeting: Monday, O c t . 16 th ; Museum, 7:30 PM.
Niag . Co. H i s t . S o c . Annual Dinner Meeting: Thursday, O c t . 2 6 t h , at E x l e y United Methodist.* * * * * * * * * *

RECENT ACQUISITIONS: a a n
D r . and Mrs . S c o t t (Marves Myers) Isaksen have donated a Plum Pudding Mold ; Large and

Small Melon Mold; Covered China Tureen; Ivor ina N a i l F i l es & B u t t o n Hook; 2-Piece China
D r e s s e r ; S e t of 8 Cookbooks; 3 Schoolbooks, (1938-1940); and I r o n & Tr i v e t .

Kenneth E . We l ke r, Lockpo r t : P o r t r a i t o f I d a E reon ; Baseba l l signed by B u f f a l o Bison
Team; a l s o Baseba l l signed by " B u s t e r " Bison; Cranberry & C h r y s t a l Cup, signed " I d a and
Seymour" , Niagara F a l l s , (1901); a l s o Token good f o r 5¢ in t r a d e at H.W. Fe r r i ns .

N e t t i e Stimson: Picture adver t i s ing t h e M.R. Smith S t o r e in Wilson.
Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l , C lass o f '89 : " T " S h i r t w i t h s ignatures o f C l a s s members on i t .
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NEW MEMBERS:
I t i s a p l e a s u r e to welcome s e v e r a l new members inc lud ing : "Buck " and Rebecca T i l l i t s o n ,

S t . J o h n ' s , Michigan (Rebecca is t h e daughter of t h e l a t e Whit Barnum); G r e t a C. Guion, |
C l e a r w a t e r , F l o r i d a ; C l a r k and Dianne (Croop) Brown, Lompoc, C a l i f o r n i a ; LaMont R i d l e y,
A l b i o n ; Joan A . Bower, L o c k p o r t ; M a r l i n M a r i n i , Depew; & R e v. Ron & S y l v i a H a e f e r , Newfane.

As o f September 1 4 , 1989, t h e r e were 755 members in t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y. O f t h a t
t o t a l , 467 l i v e w i t h i n t h e boundaries of Niagara County ; 238 l i v e outside Niagara County or :
O u t - o f - S t a t e ; and 5 1 a r e Jun io r Members.

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Bea t r i ce Mae Rid ley McCabe has j o i n e d t h e L i f e Membership C l a s s of t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l
S o c i e t y. She i s t h e daughter o f E a r l and C l a r a H u n t e r R i d l e y, and was b o r n i n 1932 i n a house i
b a c k o f t h e o l d f o r m e r Union H i g h S c h o o l . |

She g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l i n 1950, and B u f f a l o S t a t e Teachers C o l l e g e i n
1953. She and h e r husband, R o b e r t , have f o u r c h i l d r e n , Thomas, Kath leen, Bennet , and S c o t t .
The f a m i l y a t t e n d s t h e l s t B a p t i s t Church a t M a r i l l a , New Yo r k .

* * * * * * * * * * :
GOLDEN WEDDING:

John and E leanor Myers ce leb ra ted t h e i r 5 0 t h Golden Wedding Anniv e rsa ry in t h e Barnum
Bu i l d ing , Wilson Museum, on Sunday, Augus t 2 7 , 1989. A l a r g e number o f fam i l y and f r i ends
a t tended t h e happy occasion. John i s President o f t h e soc ie ty and E l e a n o r i s town h is to r i an .

: * * * * * * * * *& *
TRAILERS NEEDED:

If anyone has an o l d f o u r wheel t r a i l e r w i t h t i r e s t h a t ' s no l o n g e r u s e d , p l e a s e consider
donat ing i t to t h e soc ie ty. Wec o u l d use i t f o r t ranspor t ing f a i r materials & storage use.

* * * = * * * * * *
DRIVE CAREFULLY---your c a r is n o t t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t c a n he r e c a l l e d by i t s maker.

** * * * * * * * *
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THE FORGOTTEN GENERATION: ;

President Bush's remarks about a "kinder and g e n t l e r " n a t i o n , reminds us of e a r l i e r years
w h e n . . . I t w a s n ' t u n u s u a l f o r a gen t leman to o f f e r h i s s e a t to a l a d y on a p u b l i c conveyance . . .
Chi ldren asked t o b e excused f r o m t h e d inner t a b l e . . . m o s t p e o p l e t r i e d t o b e considerate o f
t h e i r ne ighbo rs . . .K ids g e n e r a l l y obeyed t h e i r p a r e n t s . . . a n d you c o u l d t a k e you r f a m i l y to a
movie w i thou t f e a r o f seeing everyone on t h e sc reen d is robe .

Gum-chewing was unaccep tab le i n s c h o o l . . . f o u r l e t t e r words w e r e n ' t necessary t o t e l l a good
s t o r y . . . M e n t i p p e d t h e i r h a t s and h e l d d o o r s open f o r w o m e n . . . D o c t o r s made house c a l l s . . . A u t o s
h a d r u n n i n g b o a r d s . . . C o k e was a r e f r e s h i n g new d r i n k . . . a n d e l e c t r o n i c h i - j a c k i n g equipment
w a s n ' t needed a t a i r p o r t s .

Church doors were open 7 days a w e e k . . . Ta l k show h o s t s d i d n ' t i n s u l t t h e i r g u e s t s . . . O n e c o u l d
g e t b y o n $18 a w e e k . . . " p e n n y p o s t c a r d s " c o s t a p e n n y . . . A meaningful r e l a t i o n s h i p meant you
g o t a l o n g w e l l w i t h your cous ins . . . the P i l w a s n ' t i n v e n t e d . . . a n d , w e r e a l l y must have been
naive--people a c t u a l l y g o t marr ied b e f o r e l i v i n g t o g e t h e r .* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

The F i t t r o Shop was cleaned out to p repare it f o r a new cement fl o o r , and on September 1 4 t h ,
O l l i e C l a r k , Randy Ward, E l t o n K r o p p , Ed Hast inqs , Doug Hast ings , and John Myers worked f r o m
8:30 A M t o 8:30 P M t o smooth and c o m p l e t e t h e new fl o o r .

The Board of D i r e c t o r s made t h i s p r o j e c t a p r i o r i t y because no f u t u r e improvements can be
made i n t h e b u i l d i n g u n t i l t h e fl o o r i s fi n i s h e d .

John Myers suggested t h a t s i n c e an e f f o r t i s be ing made to expand and renova te t h e l i b r a r y
and fi r e h a l l i n t h e v i l l a g e , t h e s o c i e t y s h o u l d d e l a y a n y p r o j e c t s t h a t m igh t compete w i t h o r
h inder completion of those wor thy p l a n s .

E l e a n o r Myers announced t h a t s ince t h e soc ie t y is n o t equipped to s e r v e o v e r a hundred
p e o p l e in t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g , ar rangements have been made w i t h t h e l a d i e s of E x l e y Uni ted
Method is t Church to prepare a d inner a t t h e c h u r c h f o r t h e a n n u a l meeting of t h e Niagara County
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty o n Oc tobe r 26 th . Museum w i l l b e open t o v i s i t o r s p r i o r t o t h e d inne r.

I n p r p a r a t i o n t o i n s t a l l i n g W i l s o n ' s o l d P o s t o f fi c e i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g , t h e committee
has scrubbed t h e woodwork s p o t l e s s . The s t r u c t u r e was saved in t h e disastrous Hub H o t e l fi r e .
Ladies on t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g committee who he lped o u t were Barbara Mosher, Sue S c h u l t z , Yvonne
Smithson, H e l e n S t e v e n s , J i l l P h i l l i p s , and E l e a n o r M y e r s , Chrm.

M r . and M r s . Char les S c h l y e r have donated a p ine t r e e t h a t was p l a n t e d by t h e i r daughter
when she was a g i r l scout under t he leadership of t he l a t e M i l l i e Croop. The scouts were given
p ine seedl ings in Christmas cards by t h e i r l e a d e r , and t h e Schlyer t r e e is now over 6 f e e t t a l l .

The Board accepted the g i f t a s a Memorial t o " M i l l i e " , and w i l l have i t p l a n t e d o n the
museum grounds th i s f a l l .

Wi th an eye to the f u t u r e , t h e Planning Board has made a c o l o r coded map of t h e museum
grounds . The map was p u t t o g e t h e r by Don B u r r o w s , Chrm. , and Dan King , and shows poss ib le
a reas f o r expansion in t h e f u t u r e . A l l S i x a reas designated on t h e map were approved by t h e
Board o f D i rec tors .

* * * * * * Ve * * *

WILSON IS NOT DOZING:
The l a t e C l a r a Kaiser spent many summers in Wilson and wrote down a number of h e r observa‑

t i o n s and exper iences. One of t h e c o l o r f u l c h a r a c t e r s she wro te about was A r t B u r g e s s , who used
to d e l i v e r m a i l on t h e i s l a n d w i t h a two-wheel p u s h c a r t . (The c a r t is p r e s e n t l y in t h e museum)

One d a y, o n t h e nar row w a l k t h a t l a y th rough t h e c e n t e r o f " S u n s e t I s l a n d " , h e met M r . Somers
who was a l s o u s i n g a pushcar t to d e l i v e r popcorn to res idents . A f t e r g l a r i n g a t each o t h e r f o r
a f e w minutes, b o t h men rea l i zed t h a t t h e o t h e r w a s n ; t abou t to move a s i d e , so B u r g e s s , w i t h
considerable a u t h o r i t y, announced, "Th i s i s t h e U . S . M a i l " - - a n d he q u i c k l y g o t t h e r i gh t -o f -way.

C l a r a r e c a l l e d t h a t B u r g e s s was o f t e n t h e t a r g e t o f a l l t h e k i d s and she n o t e d : "The boys
o f t e n l o o s e n e d t h e n u t s o n h i s c a r t , a n d when h e s t a r t e d t o push i t , t h e wheels wou ld g o
sasheing o f f i n oppos i te d i r e c t i o n s . And t h e n t h e a i r wou ld b e b l u e , and I h a v e never h e a r d
such a fi n e c o l l e c t i o n o f f a n c y cuss words b e f o r e o r s i n c e .

"Quite o f t e n , A r t wou ld c o l l e c t a l o a d o f fi re -wa te r on t h e i s l a n d , and I remember t h e t ime
when h e h a d everyone a t t h e h a r b o r i n h y s t e r i c s .

" I n rowing f r o m t h e i s l a n d to t h e entrance of t h e s l i p , he rowed h imse l f up on a sunken l o g ,
and h i s fl a t - b o t t o m b o a t was p e r f e c t l y balanced o n i t .

"He s a t t h e r e and rowed and rowed f o r o v e r an h o u r , and never seemed to know he w a s n ' t
moving. F i n a l l y , a f t e r t h e f e r r y b o a t had made s e v e r a l t r i p s back and f o r t h t o t h e i s l a n d ,
t h e y f e l t s o r r y f o r him and shoved him o f f t h e l o g . "

M r s . Kaiser a l s o had some t h o u g h t s about s m a l l t o w n s , and some of h e r observat ions might
w e l l a p p l y today :

" D r i v i n g t h r o u g h a s m a l l t o w n , one i s a p t t o fi n d h i m s e l f say ing , ‘What o n e a r t h does anyone
fi n d to do in such a c o m p l e t e l y dead and gone- looking p l a c e ?

"Wi lson is no except ion b u t , as in a l l s m a l l t o w n s , a c a s u a l passerby does n o t see t h e h e a r t
o f t h e v i l l a g e bea t i ng s t e a d i l y away.

"One must be a p a r t of a community to know w h a t ' s go ing o n , and anyone l i v i n g in Wi lson,
i f he wants t o , can be v e r y, v e r y, b u s y.

"With c h u r c h , s c h o o l , l o d g e a c t i v i t i e s , l i t e r a r y and c i v i c g roups , p l u s innumerable b r idge
and canasta groups go ing s t r o n g a l l yea r ' r ound ; and w i t h boa t i ng , fi s h i n g , and ba th ing a t
t h e f r o n t d o o r , Wilson is n o t doz ing . "

N o t e : W ethank Jean A r g u e and B e t t y B u l m e r f o r u s e o f papers w r i t t e n b y t h e i r m o t h e r , C l a r a
Ka i se r. Jean and B e t t y ' s r o o t s a r e fi r m l y estab l ished i n Wilson. The i r g - g - g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r ,
Andrew B r o w n , he lped s t a r t t h e Methodist Soc ie t y in Wi lson and donated t h e l a n d on which t h e I s t
f rame church was b u i l t in 1838. Now t h e s i t e of E x l e y U.Methodist Church, b u i l t to r e p l a c e t h e
o r i g i n a l church i n 1884. B o t h Jean and B e t t y a r e a c t i v e members o f i t .

* * * * * yd * * * *

BON MOT: When you g i v e , f o r g e t i t ; w i en you t a k e , remember.
*& &e &i kek & & x & & &
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LICKING THE DEPRESSION:
The G r e a t Depression was in f u l l sw ing when E l w y n F l a g l e r moved to Wilson in 1930 and b u i l t

a w e l d i n g shop a t t h e corner o f Seneca and H i g h S t r e e t s b u t , s ince t h e economy was p o o r, i t was
a d i f fi c u l t t ime to s t a r t a business-- let a l o n e r a i s e a f a m i l y of t h r e e c h i l d r e n .

H i s d a u g h t e r, H e l e n Ward o f L o c k p o r t , r e c a l l s t h a t a s a g i r l she used t o r i d e w i t h h i m when
h e v i s i t e d area f a r m e r s t o shoe h o r s e s .

Many were "Broncoes" f r o m t h e West w i t h mean d i spos i t i ons , and sometimes t h e y would l e a p on
h e r f a t h e r ' s back o r k i c k and s t e p o n h i s f e e t .

F a r m e r s used t o b r i n g wooden wagon whee ls i n f o r h im t o fi x , and h e would r e p l a c e broken
spokes and p u t on new r i m s .

The o u t e r s t e e l r i m was made by p l a c i n g it in a deep r i n g of d r y corncobs which he would
s e t a b l a z e . When t h e r i m was r e d h o t , h e ' d p i c k i t u p w i t h t o n g s and s e t i t o n t h e l a r g e wooden
whee l . He would then d r i v e t h e h o t r i m o n t o t h e whee l w i t h a s l e d g e hammer and c lamp in p l a c e .

I t was a lways necessary to pour w a t e r on t h e whee l immediately to shr ink t h e r i m and a l s o
k e e p t h e wood wheel f r o m b u r n i n g .

He a l s o used to rebui ld p low po in ts t h a t had been worn down f rom plowing stony fi e l d s , and
Helen remembers t h a t h i s customers would o f t e n remark t h a t t h e r e b u i l t p low po in ts would l a s t
much l o n g e r than new ones.

E lwyn was qu i t e an i n v e n t o r , and r e - b u i l t t h e machinery tha t the l a t e Stan Borngraeber used
a t h i s po ta to f a c t o r y t o p e e l and c u t pota tos - f o r french f r i e s .

He a l s o made the stainless s t e e l conveyor and o the r machinery used at the fo rmer C u r r e n t
Canning F a c t o r y . The conveyor was a s l a r g e a s a s e m i - t r a i l e r , and was b u i l t i n two sections
s o i t could b e moved and i n s t a l l e d more e a s i l y.

Fl a g l e r had t h e idea of mounting h i s welder on at r u c k so he could dr ive to a fa rmer ' s fi e l d
to r e p a i r broken equipment.This was a g r e a t convenience and savings to fa rmers who would
otherwise have had to disassemble a machine in o rde r to t a k e a p a r t i n t o town.

Whi le Don F l a g l e r worked w i t h h i s f a t h e r , h e and t h e l a t e Lewis Smith b u i l t a rep l i ca o f a
1903 Oldsmobile p i c k - u p t r u c k to commemorate D r . John F. A r g u e ' s 2 5 t h yea r as a Phys ic ian in
t h e town of Wilson. In 1988, M r s . Jean A r g u e donated t h e veh i c l e to t h e Wilson Museum.

A s busy a s M r . F l a g l e r w a s , h e a l w a y s h a d t ime f o r h i s c h i l d r e n . H e made a p o i n t t o b e
w i t h them at mea l t ime, and t h e custom of say ing "Grace" was a l w a y s observed.

H e a l s o loved t o fi s h , and h i s b o a t , ( b u i l t e n t i r e l y b y him f r o m s h e e t m e t a l ) was g e n e r a l l y
one o f t h e fi r s t t o b e p u t i n t h e w a t e r each S p r i n g a t t h e h a r b o r .

In h i s e a r l y yea rs , E l w y n l i v e d on t h e F l a g l e r homestead on t h e Char lo t tev i l le Road in
N e w f a n e , and when h e attended s c h o o l , h e would d r i v e a h o r s e and buggy t o Newfane and l e a v e
them in t h e church sheds of t h e Newfane Methodist Church. From t h e r e he rode h i s b i c y c l e to
L o c k p o r t where h e a t tended schoo l i n t h e f o r m e r H i g h S c h o o l o n E a s t Avenue.

B e f o r e moving to Wi l son , he worked t h e F l a g l e r f a r m , and a l s o l ea rned t h e w e l d i n g and b l a c k ‑
smi th t r a d e w h i l e work ing as an apprent ice f o r L e o D a i g l e r of B u r t .

E l w y n F l a g l e r was a Wilson businessman f o r o v e r 30 years a n d , accord ing to h i s d a u g h t e r,
H e l e n , "Dad cou ld fi x t h e l i t t l e s t k i d ' s t r i c y c l e or t h e b i g g e s t f a r m machine---even if he
h a d t o f a b r i c a t e t h e p a r t s t o d o i t . "* * * * * * * * * *
HOSTS AND HOSTESSES FOR NOVEMBER:

S a r a B e r r y , C h r m . , h a s se lec ted t h e f o l l o w i n g members t o g r e e t visitors a t t h e museum o n
Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2 t o 4 PM.

N o v. 5 t h , Don and Wanda B u r r o w s ; N o v. 1 2 t h , W i l l i e and Bea Rockwood; N o v. 1 9 t h , Dick and
Emma L o u Reppentine' and N o v. 2 6 t h , B i l l and Maxine J o n e s .* * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER CALENDAR:

N o v. 2nd: P lann ing Board Meet ing; A r t S c h n o o r ' s ; 8 :00 PM.
N o v. 7 t h : Genera l E lec t ion Day; 6:00 AMto 9:00 PM.
N o v. 15 th : Board o f D i rec to rs Meet ing; Wilson Museum; 7:30 PM.
N o v. 2 0 t h : R e g u l a r Meet ing; Wi lson Museum; 7:30 PM.
N o v. 2 3 r d : HAPPY THANKSGIVING.
N o v. 26 th : 2nd annua l " L i g h t Up Wilson" celebrat ion beg ins at Wilson Museum.* * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS...
Peop le who a r e so s u r e t h e y know where t h e younger genera t ion is go ing shou ld t r y to

remember where it came f r o m . * * * * * * * * * *



FREDERICK OLDENBURG-WOOD CARVER:
F r e d e r i c k " F r i t z " Oldenburg p r o b a b l y n e v e r dreamed when h e was a Student a t Wilson H i g h

Schoo l t h a t he would someday become renowned as a p a i n t e r and woodcarver.
H i s mothe r d i e d wh i l e he was q u i t e young, and he and h i s b r o t h e r and s i s t e r , F rank l i n and

V e r n a , w e r e g i v e n a home w i t h t h e E r n e s t D o n n e r f a m i l y who l i v e d a t t h e c o r n e r o f B r a y l e y and
Townline Roads. Today, t h e f a r m is owned by O l l i e C l a r k of Wilson.

H i s e a r l y lean ing toward a r t education may have been sparked at schoo l when he at tended
c l a s s e s t a u g h t by Mar j o r i e H u r l b u r t a n d , acco rd i ng to h i s s i s t e r Ve rna o f L o c k p o r t , he once
subs t i t u ted f o r M r s . H u r l b u r t when she was i l l .

" F r i t z " received f u r t h e r educat ion in a r t under t h e t u t o r s h i p of Emil S t r u b e who, at t h e t i m e ,
was a n i n s t r u c t o r a t t h e A l b r i g h t A r t G a l l e r y i n B u f f a l o . I n l a t e r years , h e spen t some t ime
s tudy ing s c u l p t u r e w i t h Gerone Gordon of West Englewood, New J e r s e y .

Du r i ng World War I I , h e se rved a s a n Army Techn ic ian a t Camp S h e l b y, M i s s i s s i p p i , and
pa in ted s e v e r a l m u r a l s f o r d i s p l a y on t h e w a l l s of h i s company ' s recreational h a l l .

I n a d d i t i o n t o teach ing o i l p a i n t i n g f o r n e a r l y 2 0 y e a r s , " F r i t z " was a n e x h i b i t i n g member
of t h e Hackensack A r t C l u b and p a s t p r e s i d e n t of s e v e r a l o t h e r s i n c l u d i n g t h e R u t h e r f o r d A r t
A s s o c i a t i o n ; t h e C l i f t o n Assoc ia t ion o f A r t i s t s ; and t h e American A r t i s t s P r o f e s s i o n a l Leaque
o f New J e r s e y.

He was a l s o a member of t h e N o r t h J e r s e y Wood-Carvers; t h e New England Wood-Carvers; and t h e
Nat iona l Wood-Carvers Associat ion.

H i s ca rv ings and wood s c u l p t u r e s have been e x h i b i t e d w i d e l y, and h i s award-winn ing p a i n t i n g s
and wood carv ings g r a c e t h e w a l l s o f many p r i v a t e c o l l e c t o r s .

As t h e yea rs r o l l b y , it is n o t u n u s u a l f o r p e o p l e to remember t h e i r boyhood years and th ink
abou t t h e p l a c e they used to c a l l home.

Such is the case w i t h " F r i t z " Oldenburg, who r e c e n t l y made i t known t h a t he wished to g i v e
some of h i s wood carv ings and a p a i n t i n g to t h e Wilson Museum.

I n c l u d e d i n t h e g i f t a r e s e v e r a l fi s h , duck decoys, and a l i f e s ize bust o f a n Indian C h i e f .
The b u s t , which he was commissioned to c a r v e , was p u t on d i s p l a y in Japan.

S ince t h e items a r e q u i t e l a r g e , t h e prob lem was how to g e t them to t h e Museum. N e t t i e and
C l a r k Stimson saved t h e day when t h e y vo lun tee red to d r i v e to C l i f t o n , N . J . t o p i c k them u p .

Verna Oldenburg. Barnum, -who supp l ied us w i t h some of t h e in fo rmat ion f o r t h i s i t e m , is a l s o
making a name f o r h e r s e l f a s a member o f t h e L o c k p o r t S e n i o r C e n t r e ' s l i v e l y comedy t r o u p e ,
t h e “bag Ladies" and "Line Dance rs . "* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MATLBAG:

Rex S t a c y, f o r m e r Wilson Businessman, w r i t e s to t e l l us t h a t he and Winnie have moved to
Spr ing , Texas. He says t h a t as another birthday approaches, t h e years begin to weigh more
h e a v i l y - - - b u t h e ' s n o t complaining.

Rex s e n t us a few more quips to add to t h e " F o r g o t t e n Generation" p r i n t e d in l a s t month's
n e w s l e t t e r , and w e note :

Bunnies were s m a l l r a b b i t s , and rabbits were n o t Volkswagons. In our time the re were 5 & 10
cents s t o r e s and, f o r j u s t one n i c k e l you c o u l d r i d e a s t r e e t c a r , make a phone c a l l , buy a c o k e ,
o r , buy enough stamps to ma i l one l e t t e r and two pos tcards .

Wewere be fo re F Mrad io . . . t ape r e c o r d e r s . . . e l e c t r i c t ypewr i t e r s . . .wo rd p rocesso rs . . . d i sco
d a n c i n g . . . e l e c t r o n i c music.. .Batman...Rudolph t h e Red-nosed Re indeer. . .Snoopy. . .DDT. . . Jeeps . . .
t h e J e f f e r s o n Nickel...Scotch Ta p e . . . M S M ' s . . . a u t o m a t i c s h i f t s . . . p a n t y h o s e . . . d r i p - d r y c l o t h e s . . .
dishwashers...clothes d r y e r s . . . e l e c t r i c b l a n k e t s . . . c o i n vend ing mach ines . . . j e t p l a n e s . . . h e l i ‑
c o p t e r s . . . a n d i n t e r - s t a t e highways.

Wewere not b e f o r e t h e d i f f e r e n c e between s e x e s was l e a r n e d , b u t w e were b e f o r e s e x changes ~ ~
W ej u s t made d o w i t h what w e h a d . * * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER PROGRAM:

Barbara Mosher, Ch rm. , has announced t h a t Dick G a l l a g h e r w i l l be t h e gues t speaker at t h e
N o v. 20 th meet ing o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

The sub jec t o f h i s t a l k w i l l b e " C o l l e c t i n g Toys o f Var ious Types" , and h e w i l l discuss How
to g e t s t a r t e d ; Se lec t i ng a s p e c i fi c fi e l d o f t oys ; What to l o o k f o r a t Toy Shows; and how
to l o c a t e them. He w i l l a l s o i l l u s t r a t e t h e d i f fe rence between o r i g i n a l t oys and reproduc t ions .

Emma Schrader, Chrm., sa id t h a t Mar lene Schotz and Maxine Jones w i l l be refreshment
hostesses f o r t h e evening.
. * * * * * * * * * *
ACQISITIONS COMMITTEE:

By request o f t h e Board o f D i rec to r s , one o f t he s o c i e t y ' s s tanding committees w i l l be
roatured cach me monthly po dee ae It is f e l t t h a t t h e success of o u r society depends on

a l s o t h e chairnen of t h e dees, Pena composed of the curator, c h r m . , t h e l i b r a r y c h r m . ,
Most items a c q u i r e d p o t , Barnum B u i l d i n g , A r g u e B u i l d i n g , Fittro Shop, Caboose,& Grounds.

quired a r e r o u t i n e l y accep ted by t h e c u r a t o r , b u t any i t e m o f a ques t i onab le
na tu re should he s u b j e c t to t h e committee's a p p r o v a l .

F o r t h e s a k e o f C l a r i fi c a t i o n , t h e c u r a t o r , o r depu ty, w i l l i ssue a l l accession s l i p s , and
r e c o r d a l l a c q u i s i t i o n s i n t h e accession book.
; copy of the ncouesiny ae one ae to t h e p rope r b u i l d i n g for display or storage, and

Gar ren t merbers o f bhe _ ‐ sha given t o t h e newsletter editor f o r p u b l i c a t i o n .
c q u i s i t i o n s commi t tee a r e L o i s Jenn ings , c u r a t o r , Celeste Crawford,

l i b r a r i a n , E leanor M y e r s , Jim P i s e l l o , O l l i e C l a r k , B u r t Jennings, and Elwin Up ton .
* * * * * * * * * *

NEW MEMBERS:
P lease welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members i n t o t h e Wilson Historical Society: E t h e l and

B i l l O w l e r, Youngstown; Doug Hast ings , Ransomville 4 .f ? M r . and M r s . Edwin thCenter ; and Randy Ward, Wilson. ‐‐‐ _ 1 ompson, Clarence
ke ek ek ke ke &k & & k &
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BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

The Board of D i rec to rs h a s made arrangements to u s e t h e P r i t t o n b a r n f o r s t o r a g e . T h i s w i l l
f r e e much needed space f o r f u t u r e development

Harold M o s h e r, " O l l i e " C l a r k , "Chuck" Messersmi th, Elwin U p t o n , Ra lph D i n s e , A r t S c h n o o r,
and John M y e r s , have prepared t h e b a r n f o r s t o r a g e u s e .

Harold M o s h e r, town superv isor, requested t h a t t h e s o c i e t y p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e 2nd a n n u a l
" L i g h t up Wilson" c e l e b r a t i o n , and t h e d a t e f o r t h e s o c i e t y ' s t r ee - t r imming event i s scheduled
f o r Sunday, N o v. 23 rd , a t 3:00 PM, w i t h t h e Junior and Senior H igh Schoo l chorus a r r i v i n g a t
4:00 PM to s i n g Christmas C a r o l s . C e l e s t e Crawford h a s been asked to chai r t h e e v e n t , and Wanda
Burrows w i l l a s s i s t . I t is hoped t h a t members who a t t e n d w i l l f u r n i s h Christmas "goodies".

Request by C e l e s t e Crawford approved to permi t t h e B e t a Lamba C h a p t e r of D e l t a Kappa Gamma
t o use t h e P a t t e r s o n Room f o r t h e i r a n n u a l s c h o l a r s h i p auc t ion which w i l l b e h e l d N o v . 1 5 , 7 PM.

A request by Pam G r o f f was a l s o approved f o r t h e De lph ic C i r c l e to h o l d t h e i r Christmas meet ‑
i n g i n t h e P a t t e r s o n Room, D e c . 1 2 t h a t 8:00 PM.

In an e f f o r t t o encourage more pa r t i c i pa t i on by t h e g e n e r a l membership i n t h e s o c i e t y , i t was
decided to have a d i f f e r e n t committee h igh-L igh ted in each n e w s l e t t e r d e s c r i b i n g i t s respons i ‑
b i l i t i e s and l i s t i n g t h e name and phone number of t h e chairman. It was a l s o suggested t h a t a l l
chairmen a t t e n d t h e nex t meet ing of t h e Board on November 1 5 t h .

Manpower and a supervisor a r e needed f o r a Sa tu rday work crew to accomplish necessary r e p a i r s
whi le t h e weather i s s t i l l good. O f c h i e f concern i s t h e deck o n t h e baggage p l a t f o r m a s w e l l
a s secu r i ng the b u i l d i n g f r o m in t r us i on by animals.

W a l l y Goodman repor ted t h a t w o r k is progressing on t h e Argue B u i l d i n g . The fl o o r has been
s c r u b b e d , degreased, and sealed and it is hoped to have it pa in ted t h i s f a l l . Once accomplished
it is planned to cordon o f f t h e ca rs and d i s p l a y t h e c a r memorabilia t h a t has b e e n donated.

A B r i d g e P l a t e e x h i b i t donated by "Red" C l a r k w i l l be p u t on p l o t #3 w i t h placement and
e r e c t i o n to be determined by Don B u r r o w s , P l a n n i n g C h r m . , John M y e r s , and "Red" C l a r k .*k * * k * * * * * *
LIBRARY DRIVE PROGRESSING:

F o r t h e p a s t s e v e r a l months a h i s t o r i c d r i v e has been under way t o s o l i c i t funds f o r t h e
renovation o f Wi lson 's Publ ic L i b r a r y . L o c a l and o u t - o f - s t a t e res idents a r e responding w e l l ,
and hopes a r e h i g h t h a t t h e g o a l w i l l be met when t h e d r i v e ends at t h e end of n e x t y e a r.

Many f u n d r a i s e r s a r e b e i n g h e l d b y l o c a l g r o u p s , and Sen . John D a l y l e n t h i s suppor t t o one
r e c e n t l y at the Wilson Boathouse Restaurant.

Another popu la r f u n d - r a i s i n g event was a tea a t t h e home o f Mrs . Floyd C l a r k when guests
dropped o f f a donation f o r the l i b r a r y fund.

Students at Thomas Marks School a r e a l s o g e t t i n g i n t o t h e a c t , and w i l l h o l d a "Read-aThon"
when pup i l s w i l l ask sponsors to provide funds to match t h e i r reading accomplishments.

Many indiv iduals a r e g i v i n g donations in memory of deceased loved ones,\Wwhile many o the rs
a r e presenting special g i f t s i n observance o f a n n i v e r a r i e s , b i r t h d a y s e t c . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e
a re a number of promotional T- s h i r t s and sweatshirts avai lable at the l i b r a r y or Lakeside Market .
With t h e en t i r e commun i t y supporting t h e l i b r a r y d r i v e , it seems u n l i k e l y t h e fi n a l r e s u l t s
cou ld be anyth ing b v t successfu l . ‘

The l i b r a r y d r i ve is . b e i n g conducted under t h e capable direct ion of Gregg and Dena Mande‑
v i l l e , w i t h promotional work be ing done by B i l l F r i t t o n and Peg F r i t t o n , Chrm. of the Board.* * * * * * * *k * *
IN FOND MEMORY:

M y r a S . Pease d i e d Sunday, A u g . 2 7 , 1 9 8 9 , a n d was i n t e r r e d i n t h e O r a n g e p o r t Union C e m e t e r y,
G a s p o r t , N Y. She i s survived b y h e r h u s b a n d , Raymond S . P e a s e , L o c k p o r t , and 2 s t e p children,
P a u l (Ar lene) K a r s t e n of W i l s o n , and K i r a Woodruff o f Machias.

L l o y d N. Duxbury,93, d i e d F r i d a y , S e p t . 1 , 1989, at Inter-Community Hosp i t a l , N e w f a n e , a f t e r a
s h o r t i l l n e s s . He was a member of E x l e y Methodist C h u r c h ; Exempt member of Wilson V o l . F i r e Co;
Wi lson Lodge 881, I . 0 . 0 . f . ; H o n o r a r y member Wilson H i s . S o c . , and l o n g t ime member o f t h e Wilson
L ions C l u b . S u r v i v i n g a r e h i s w i f e , Mi ld red (Saxton) Duxbu ry, Wi lson; 5 s i s t e r s , Ed i t h F o r s e y,
L o c k p o r t ; S t e l l a D o c h s t e a d e r, N i a g a r a F a l l s ; Genevieve H a r b i s o n , Ransomvi l le; Emma S c h r a d e r ,
Wi lson; and Annabelle (John) Benedict of Wi l son ; a l s o a b r o t h e r , J . D . Duxbury of Wilson. A
Memorial Serv ice was h e l d a t Hamilton & C l a r k Fune ra l P a r l o r w i t h Rev. Don F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * *k * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

F l o r e n c e and H e n r y Donner o f E u c l i d , Oh io , have d o n a t e d , ( v i a B e t t y D i e t e r ) a l a r g e t r u n k
fi l l e d w i t h i tems c o l l e c t e d o n t h e D o n n e r t r i p t o A f r i c a . Inc luded a r e a F u r Robe; F u r Rug ;
Woven C o v e r l e t ; Woven Reed M a t ; Wa te r J u g C o v e r ; 2 Woven B a s k e t s ; Fmbroidered A f r i c a n Cap;
Walk ing S t i c k carved w i t h A f r i c a n fi g u r e s ; a S p e a r ; L a r g e Woven Reed M a t ; Os t r i ch Egg and
F e a t h e r s ; L a r g e wooden head r e s t ; 5 L a d l e s ; Handled Reed B a s k e t ; 4 Beaded N e c k l a c e s ; Beaded
B e l t & Pendant ; Wooden Bead P u r s e ; Carved I v o r y K n i f e & F o r k ; Woven Reed P u r s e ; 6 I v o r y ‑
ca rved H a t P i n s ; and Egypt ian-carved S t o n e B r a c e l e t .

C h a r l e s M i c h a e l s , L o c k p o r t - O l c o t t Rd: Seven pho tos o f c a r s i n museum, a l s o a n 8x10 e n l a r g e ‑
ment p h o t o of t h e 1903 Caboose.

Duke L. W i l l i a m s , Ransomville: Cobb le rs Bench donated in memory of John Calkins of Lewiston.
Mr./Mrs. Wi l l i am Ganshaw: 14 Copies of t h e Wi lson H i g h School " C r e s t " .
E la ine Edminston: Wilson H i g h Schoo l Cookbooks (1926-1927)
Mr./Mrs R a l p h F i s h e r , Lewiston: New Yo r k C e n t r a l Ra i l road Step.
J e a n A r g u e : M o r t a r b o a r d ; Gown; 2 L i n e n " M o t o r i n g C o a t s " ; and M a n ' s S w a l l o w Ta i l C o a t .
Ly n f o r d G r i f fi n : White K i d Baby Shoes ; P lush Cape; 2 B l a c k S k i r t s ; P e t t i c o a t s ; 2 A p r o n s ;

G r e e n F a i l l e Two-piece D r e s s ; L i v e r s t o c k Ta t o o i n g K i t ; Telephone B i l l payable a t t h e Wilson
O f fi c e in 1935; E l b e r t a Mothers C l u b P r o g r a m s (1923-1975) Calendar P l a t e f r o m L . W. Smith S t o r e
(1910) ; Wilson High Schoo l C r e s t s ; 5 Christmas and New Ye a r ' s Cards ; "Good O l d Days"-1971;
Copy o f M a r r i a g e L i c e n s e C e r t i fi c a t e - 1 8 9 6 ; O . P. A . S u g a r C e r t i fi c a t e s - 1 9 4 2 ; and Centennial Book.

Don Croop : Bound copy o f d i r e c t l i n e a n c e s t r y o f M i l d r e d E l s o n C r o o p .
* * a *. Ok * * * * * .

BON MOT: Microwave ovens make it p o s s i b l e to be a l o u z y cook in l e s s ‘ t i m a
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WILSON'S "CHIC SALES" ERA:
Modern plumbing " a i n ' t what it used to b e " , ( t hank heavens) and anyone crowding t h e 70 's

may r e c a l l those "good o l ' days" when t h e l i t t l e house o u t back was a f a m i l i a r s i g h t i n b o t h
v i l l a g e and town.

The l a t e C l a r a Kaiser noted t h a t t h e y had a "Chic S a l e ” by t h e i r l i t t l e whi te house on t h e
l a k e a t Wi l son , and t h a t "These a f f a i r s were g e n e r a l l y 3 - h o l e r s , two l a r g e and one s m a l l - - s o
l i t t l e W i l l i e wou ldn ' t " f o l d u p " and f a l l th rough.

Thei r a r c h i t e c t u r a l beauty was simple, and g e n e r a l l y l i m i t e d t o f o u r sides and a s l a n t r o o f ,
p l u s a door w i t h a wooden s l i d e o n t h e i n s i d e t o insure p r i v a c y.

The one w e acquired was o u t s t a n d i n g - - l i t e r a l l y and fi g u r a t i v e l y. I t never had a coat o f
p a i n t on t h e o u t s i d e , so had weathered to a fi n e o l d d i r t y g r e y.
Some a r t i s t i c s o u l had t r i e d to b r i gh ten up t h e convenience, h o w e v e r, by pa in t i ng t h e whole
i ns i de a r o b i n ' s egg b l u e , s o w e f e l t c h e e r f u l once locked ins ide t h e t h i n g .

And of course t h e Sears-Roebuck c a t a l o g u e a lways hung on a handy n a i l as s tand ing
equipment.

One f a l l a f t e r H a l l o w e ' e n , a very sad th ing happened t o our l i t t l e outside restroom. W e
came down f rom Lockpor t and found something missing at our p l a c e , and sure enough, there t h e
th i ng was---over the bank, a complete wreck.

M y husband and a f r i e n d , nei ther o f whom could dr i ve a n a i l s t r a i g h t , lassoed the t h i n g
w i th a rope and dragged it up the bank--piece by p iece .

But as a r e s u l t o f t h e i r handiwork, a weird t h i n g happened. The r e s t room was p u t together
so t h a t p a r t o f t h e b lue was on the ou ts ide , and p a r t was on the ins ide. I t looked l i k e a
S u r r e a l i s t j o b . e

So what do you think happened to t h i s work of a r t ? One day, a man who l i v e d down the road
apiece, came a l o n g and wanted to buy i t .

H e h a d enough money t o buy t h e B r o o k l y n Bridge, b u t thought h e sn i f fed a bargain. M y fi r s t
though t was to t e l l h im to t a k e i t and welcome to i t , b u t t h e n I decided to t e l l t h e o l d miser
t o g i v e m e two d o l l a r s .

H e looked a t m e and s a i d , " A l r i g h t , I ' l l t a k e i t i f you w i l l de l i ve r i t " , and I s a i d , " I t ' s
a d e a l " - - a t the same time r e a l i z i n g I ' d t aken o n a r a t h e r l a r g e o r d e r .

My good f r i e n d s at t h e Wilson Boathouse r a l l i e d a r o u n d , and we decided to make some f u n o u t
o f i t . The boys n a i l e d l o n g 2 x 4 ' s o n each s ide o f t h e s h a n t y which stood o u t l i k e l o n g h a n d l e s ;
then I covered t h e t h i n g w i t h a huge American F l a g .

The f e l l o w s l i n e d up f o u r on a s i d e , and we gave a l l t h e youngsters pans to bang o n ; horns
and wh is t les to b l o w on ; and any th ing e l s e to make no ise w i t h . The parade s t a r t e d w i t h t h e
women and k i d s f a l l i n g in behind a n d , i f anyone was watching t h a t day, i t was a s i g h t t hey never
f o r g o t . Anyway, t h a t i s how I s o l d and de l ivered my "Chic S a l e s " .

L a t e r , w e s o l d o u r l i t t l e w h i t e house t o a B u f f a l o Dent i s t and h i s f a m i l y , and t h a t i s how
Jean Schmidie came to know Wilson--she v i s i t e d h e r aunt and u n c l e eve ry summer."

* * *x * * * * * * *
(Note: in 1929, Chic S a l e s , one of America's g r e a t r u r a l character a c t o r s , w ro te a l i t t l e

book c a l l e d "The S p e c i a l i s t " . H i s humerous account a b o u t t h e b e s t way t o b u i l d a n outhouse
was w ide ly r e a d a t a t ime in o u r h i s t o r y when t h e backhouse was s t i l l a func t iona l p a r t o f
America's l i f e s t y l e .

I n 1979, t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty published a vers ion o f i t s own which w e named,
"Wi lson's Vanishing Her i t age . "

The b o o k l e t was p u t toge the r w i t h t h e h e l p o f Jean Argue and t h e l a t e Doro thy T h i l k , and
a l s o l o c a l a r t i s t s i n c l u d i n g Anne Rohr ing , B e r n e K e n t , Norma Ward , F rances L a n d y, Becky S t e v e n s ,
C a r o l C . S m i t h , and t h e l a t e Joseph H igg ins .

The b o o k l e t dep i c t s , i n ve rse and s k e t c h , some o f t h e o l d "3 -ho le r s " t h a t d o t t e d t h e Wilson
township in e a r l i e r years . )

* * * * * * * *& * *
DECEMBER HOSTS AND HOSTESSES:

G r e e t e r s a t t h e Wilson Museum, Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2 t o 4 PM, w i l l b e a s f o l l o w s :
Dec . 3 r d , L l o y d and Diane A l b r i g h t ; D e c . 1 0 t h , He len S t e v e n s and S a r a B e r r y ; and Dec. 1 7 t h ,
Dick and Sue S c h u l t z .

There w i l l be no v i s i t i n g hours on t h e Sundays be fo re Christmas and New Ye a r s . The museum
w i l l a l s o b e c losed t o v i s i t o r s d u r i n g t h e months o f J a n u a r y, F e b r u a r y, and March.* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS...An ounce of keeping y o u r mouth-shut sure bea ts a t o n of explanation.

cad .
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"CELLAR-SAVERS" : , ° .

One t ime i n t h e m i d - t h i r t i e s , a n inc ident occured a t o u r home t h a t s t i l l b r i n g s a smi le
to my f a c e . It happened in t h e S p r i n g on a c o l d , r a i n y morning t h a t caused i c e to f o r m o v e r
everything.

M y w i f e and I h a d r e t u r n e d home a f t e r a t t e n d i n g church serv ices i n t h e v i l l a g e , and w e
were preparing to have some l u n c h when o u r neighbor pounded on t h e doo r and y e l l e d , "Don , y o u r
b a r n i s o n fi r e . "

And s u r e enough, o n go ing o u t s i d e , w e c o u l d s e e smoke and flames c r a w l i n g u p t h e corner
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

The fi r e was l o c a t e d in a s m a l l room we h a d fi x e d up f o r a f e w chickens wh i ch , in those
l a t e depression y e a r s , were a good source f o r eggs and an occasional chicken dinner on Sunday.

The cause o f t h e fi r e was a s m a l l k e r o s e n e w a t e r h e a t e r which k e p t t h e w a t e r f o r o u r 1 2
hens and one r o o s t e r f r o m f r e e z i n g . I t had a p p a r e n t l y o v e r heated and s t a r t e d t h e w a l l burn ing
n e x t t o i t .

We had been g e t t i n g 12 eggs a day--sometimes 1 3 , and one of o u r neighbors used to l a u g h
and remark t h a t w e t o o k such good c a r e o f o u r ch i ckens , w e even h a d t h e r o o s t e r l a y i n g .

Anyway, we Sl ipped and s l i d to t h e b a r n where we managed to g e t t h e chickens o u t , and
l e l o u r o l d cow "Daisy" o u t of h e r s t a l l .

F o r t u n a t e l y , two men t h a t I worked w i t h in H a r r i s o n s , " B u c k " Pa rsons and George F lecksenhaar,
happened to d r i v e by and, see ing t h e smoke and fl a m e s , d rove in to s e e if t h e y c o u l d h e l p .

" B u c k " , S i z i n g u p t h e s i t u a t i o n q u i c k l y y e l l e d , " G e t some p a i l s " , and t h e n w e rushed t o t h e
w e l l where w e t r i e d t o pump enough w a t e r t o h o l d t h e fi r e down u n t i l h e l p c o u l d a r r i v e .

The problem was t h a t t h e o n l y w a t e r we had on t h e p l a c e came f r o m t h e hand-dug w e l l
Which was opera ted w i t h an o l d cha in pump. H a l f t h e r u b b e r s on t h e cha in t h a t b r o u g h t t h e
water up t h r o u g h t h e wooden "p i pe " were worn o u t or gone making i t necessary to t u r n t h e pump
handle 5 or 6 revo lu t ions in o r d e r to g e t a q u a r t o f w a t e r .

W e had t o w o r k s o h a r d t o fi l l a p a i l w i t h w a t e r , w e were laughing a t o u r s e l v e s i n s p i t e
of t h e seriousness of t h e s i t u a t i o n .

In t h e meantime, o u r good n e i g h b o r, Jenny T h i l k , had c a l l e d t h e Wilson Vo l u n t e e r F i r e C o . ,
(Our e f fi c i e n t South Wilson F i r e Company h a d n ' t y e t been organized i n those days . )

Because o f t h e i c y r o a d c o n d i t i o n s , i t t o o k t h e fi r e company q u i t e awhi le t o cove r t h e
6 m i l e s f r o m t h e v i l l a g e , and , needless t o s a y, t h e t h r e e o f u s were about ready t o c o l l a p s e
f r o m o u r "bucket-br igade" ope ra t i on .

When " O l d B e t s e y " , w i t h fi r e s i r e n moaning, p u l l e d i n t o t h e y a r d , i t s u r e was a welcome
s i g h t .

The flames were reaching t o t h e b a r n ' s r o o f when t h e Wilson Vo l u n t e e r s t o o k o v e r , b u t i t
was o n l y a coup le minutes b e f o r e they had t h e flames under c o n t r o l .

A l l the firemen seemed pleased t h a t they had saved the barn, and as they r o l l e d up t h e i r
fi r e hose one o f the v o l u n t e e r s smiled and sa id :

" W e l l , C h i e f , they c a n ' t c a l l us "Ce l l a r -Save rs " any m o r e . "* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Emma Schrader has donated t h e B ib le of Jacob Breon w i t h fami l y h i s t o r y ; a p i c t u r e of Ida
Ereon throwing t h e fi r s t b a l l o u t at a B u f f a l o Bison game; a B u f f a l o Bison Pendant given to Ida
at t h e game; a l s o h e r L i f e Membership card in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty.

J . D . Duxbury: L a d y ' s l i n e d Angora Cape; 2 Ladies h a t s ; M a n ' s Derby; P a i r of wooden
Cand les t i cks ; Egg B e a t e r ; L a r g e P o t t e r y M i l k P i t c h e r ; Hand Garbage Chopper; P o t t e r y Mug;
and a Birmingham N a s a l S p r a y e r .

B e a t r i c e B r a w n , O l d Beebe R d . , L o c k p o r t : Apron a d v e r t i s i n g t h e Wilson Lumber Yard; Watkins
Almanac (1906 & 1913); “Ou t l i ne of H i s t o r y " by H . G . W e l l s ; Advertisement of t h e " P o r o System"
H a i r Remover ; N . Y. Times P i c t o r i a l Magazines, (12/20/19-11/14/18--9 /19/17-and 3 / 7 / 1 8 ) a l s o
Egg C a n d l e r and Wood C r u t c h e s .

Rex S t a c y , Te x a s : Badges of B a t t e r y M Reunions h e l d at Wilson (1908),and N e w f a n e , (1909) .
Badges of t h e Daughters of Union Ve t e r a n s and Home R e l i e f C o r p s : G . A . R . B u c k l e ; and pho to of
C a r r i e M a r t i n ' s 8 t h g r a d e a p p l e e x h i b i t h e l d 1914-1915;

H a r o l d Swanson: A r t i c l e on Cobblestone House (Morse) ; 1982 A r t i c l e about S u t h e r l a n d S i s t e r s ;
4 Badges, Empire Typographical Convention (1972 -75 ) ; 2 Badges, I n te rna t i ona l Typographical
Union (1970) ; G o l d B l o o d Donors P ins ( 2 - 4 - 6 g a l l o n s ) ; 5 Serv i ce P ins ; Carey f o r G o v e r n o r P i n ;
P r i n t i n g Equipment Manua ls ; and S t i c k f o r Hand-Set Type .

F l o y d S a l i s b u r y : M i l k i n Machine.* * * * * * * * * *
LIBRARY COMMITTEE:

The l i b r a r y committee's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y s h a l l b e t o c a t a l o g , r e p a i r , and d i s p l a y a l l books ,
manuscr ip ts , newspapers, sc rapbooks , and c o l l e c t i o n s of a l i k e n a t u r e .

C e l e s t e Craw fo rd i s C h r m . , and she would welcome some a d d i t i o n a l members o n h e r committee.
I f you f e e l y o u c o u l d make a c o n t r i b u t i o n h e r e , p l e a s e c a l l Ce les te- (751-6845)* * * * * * * * * *
DECEMBER CALENDAR:

Dec . 7 t h : Planning Board Meet ing a t A r t S c h n o o r ' s , 8 :00 PM.
D e c . 13 th : Board o f D i r ec to r Meet ing, Wilson Museum, 7:30 PM.
Dec . 1 8 t h : Program Meet ing at t h e Wilson Museum, 7 : 3 0 PM.
D e c . 25 th : MERRY CHRISTMAS i

* * * * * *k * * * *
P I D YOU KNOW...that in 1880 t h e o n l y cheese f a c t o r y in Niagara County was l o c a t e d on t h e

D a n i e l ' s Road? H . E . Burnham bough t i t f r o m L e e Sanborn , and i n 1890, 44,525 pounds o f cheese
were produced t h e r e . (Wi lson " S t a r " ) .

* * * * * * * * * *
A PAT ONTHE BACK he lps develop charac te r i f applied young enough, o f t e n enough, and l o w
enougn.

* * * * * * * x * *. ~
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DBCEMBER MEETING:

Barbara Mosher, Program C h r m . , is p lann ing something a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t f o r t h e Monday n i g h t
meeting of t h e s o c i e t y on December 18 th .

At 6:30 PM t h e r e w i l l be a l i g h t supper of soup and d e s s e r t , f o l l o w e d by a Christmas program
f e a t u r i n g Judson Heck o f Newfane a s o u r g u e s t s p e a k e r. M r . H e c k , who i s town o f Newfane h i s ‑
t o r i a n , w i l l g i v e a t a l k o n "The H i s t o r y o f S a n t a C l a u s . "

T i c k e t s f o r t h e Christmas drawing w i l l a l s o be ava i l ab l e at t h e meeting f r o m C a r o l e Schnoor
who h a s been d i s t r i b u t i n g them s ince t h e November meeting. Pr izes t o b e awarded t h a t evening
w i l l be Flowers, a Musical Dog , and B e l l s .

Ref reshments hostesses f o r t h e evening w i l l be Miss Helen S t e v e n s and E l e a n o r M y e r s .
* * *k * * * * * * *

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
It is important t h a t a l l members making a change of a d d r e s s , whether temporary or permanent,

should send a w r i t t e n n o t i c e t o t h e n e w s l e t t e r e d i t o r t o i nsu re t h a t y o u r n e w s l e t t e r cont inues
t o reach you . Change o f address c a r d s a r e r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e a t your U . S . P o s t o f fi c e .

* * * * * *& * * * *
ANNUAL DINNER:

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y was h o s t f o r t h e a n n u a l d inner meet ing o f t h e Niagara Coun ty
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty which was h e l d r e c e n t l y a t t h e E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church i n Wi lson.

A d e l i c i o u s r o a s t b e e f d inner was prepared by l a d i e s of t h e church w i t h fl o w e r arrangements
by L o i s Jennings.

The dinner s e t t h e scene f o r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s l a t e s t p u b l i c a t i o n , a r e p r i n t ‑
i n g o f t h e c h i l d r e n s ' c l a s s i c , " Te a s u r e i n a Tr u n k " b y H e l e n F u l l e r O r t o n . Copies may b e p u r ‑
chased a t t h e Niagara S t r e e t Museum in Lockpo r t .

Speaker f o r t h e evening was R e v. M s g r . W a l t e r D. K e r n , who spoke on t h e " L i f e and Accomplish‑
ments o f F a t h e r B a k e r . " * * * * * * * * * *
IN FOND MEMORY: |

M e r t o n L. E v a n s , 7 7 , d ied N o v. 1 1 t h , 1989, at Inter-Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane a f t e r a
l o n g i l l n e s s . H e spent most o f h i s l i f e a s a f a r m e r o n t h e R a n d a l l R d . , and r e t i r e d i n 1974
w i t h 20 y r s . se rv i ce at Spau ld ing F ibe r C o . in Tonawanda.

He was a member of E x l e y Un i t ed Methodist C h u r c h , and jo ined t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c . in 1982.
H e i s surv ived b y h i s w i f e , L i l l i a n Brawn Evans and 3 s o n s , S t a n l e y ( P a t r i c i a ) ; L l o y d (Sandy),
b o t h o f Wi lson ; and Jack (Kath leen) Evans o f Roches te r. A l s o 3 daughters , M a r g a r e t Zas t row of
Lewis ton; M r s . Ronald (Judy) George o f S p r i n g h i l l , F l a . , and Mrs . John (Bonnie) Gensler o f
Wi lson; a l s o 15 grandchi ldren and 9 great-grandchi ldren.

B u r i a l was i n Greenwood Cemetery, Wi lson, w i th Rev. Donald Fo ley o f fi c i a t i n g .* *~* * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

The Board expressed i t s appreciat ion to Dorothy Maxfield f o r c h a i r i n g the Elect ion Day Bake
S a l e h e l d a t Town H a l l , and i t was repor ted t h a t $135.00 was c leared . |

Discussion was he ld to f o r m a finance comm. to handle the Ways and Means w i th the s t i pu la t i on ©
t h a t the t reasure r and f a i r comm. chrm. be members o f i t .

A Planning Board recommendation was approved to have the south dock repaired by Randy Ward
who w i l l r e p l a c e the present s t r u c t u r e w i t h t reated l u m b e r, i n c l u d i n g animal p r o o f s k i r t i n g .
I t is est imated t h a t t h e p r o j e c t w i l l c o s t between $600 and $1,000 f o r m a t e r i a l .

I t was announced t h a t G e r t r u d e and Edward M a r k s have o f f e r e d t h e i r g r a n d f a t h e r ' s buggy t o
t h e museum, and Dan K i n g and Don Bur rows agreed to p i c k i t u p .

E l e a n o r Myers r e p o r t e d t h a t O l l i e C l a r k h a s l o c a t e d enough oak wood t o r e s t o r e t h e p o s t
o f fi c e e x h i b i t planned f o r t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g .

C a r o l e S c h n o o r , T r e a s . , r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e s o c i e t y ' s income f r o m O c t . l l t h t o N o v. 1 5 t h was
$240.00, and t h a t expenses f o r t h e same per iod were $963.01.

The s o c i e t y ' s income f r o m May l s t to d a t e was $15,825.93, and expenses to d a t e were
$11,152.53.

Outs ide Christmas decorat ions have been p u t up by Don B u r r o w s and Lo i s and B u r t Jennings.* * * * * * * * * *
PROTECT OUR TREES:

Trees p u t thousands of g a l l o n s of w a t e r i n t o t h e a i r each y e a r ; p u t twice as many n u t r i e n t s
i n t o t h e s o i l t h a n t h e y t a k e o u t ; reduce no ise and c l e a n s e p o l l u t e d a i r ; and reduce t h e c o s t o f
h e a t i n g o r c o o l i n g y o u r home.

Tr e e s increase y i e l d s f r o m b o r d e r i n g fi e l d c r o p s ; p r o t e c t l i v e s t o c k f r o m h e a t and c o l d ; and
a l s o p r o t e c t l a n d f r o m eros ion .

H u n t e r s e s p e c i a l l y b e n e fi t f r o m t r e e s s ince they a r e t h e c h i e f i ng red ien t f o r a good w i l d l i f e
h a b i t a t p r o v i d i n g a home f o r 90% o f o u r b i r d s and w i l d l i f e .

I n t h e f a l l o f t h e y e a r , t r e e s d e l i g h t b o t h young and o l d a s t h e y b u r s t o u t i n a myr iad o f
b l a z i n g c o l o r . (Excerpts f r o m t h e Niagara County S o i l and Water Conservat ion D i s t . Newsletter.)* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:

H a r o l d Mosher was e l e c t e d in November to s e r v e h i s fi f t h t e r m as Superv isor f o r t h e
town o f Wi lson. H e i s a n honorary t r u s t e e o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
HOLIDAY GREETINGS:

W e wish everyone who has been r e c e i v i n g t h e N e w s l e t t e r du r i ng t h e p a s t yea r a Happy Hol iday
Season and good h e a l t h th roughout t h e coming y e a r . D o n Croop and C a r o l Smi th , Pub l i ca t i ons .* * * * * * * x * *
BON MOT:

There i s n o need t o wor r y about t h e s i z e o f y o u r Christmas t r e e - - - i n y o u r c h i l d r e n ' s eyes
t h a t t r e e i s 1 0 f e e t t a l l .

* * * * * * * * * *


