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FOREWORD

Wi lson Sketchbook is composed of a number of h i s t o r i c a l a r t i c l e s w r i t t e n f o r
t h e Wi l son H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y N e w s l e t t e r f r o m 1972 th rough 1990.

They a r e compi led f r o m many s o u r c e s such a s o l d N i a g a r a Coun ty h i s t o r i e s ;
newspaper i t e m s ; i n t e r v i e w s w i t h e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s ; and a c c o u n t s w r i t t e n b y
e a r l y h i s t o r i a n s l i k e Orsamus T u r n e r , W i l l i a m Holmes, and, more r e c e n t l y ,
C larence O. L e w i s .

I began to w r i t e "Wilson Sketchbook" in 1981 a f t e r b e i n g appointed Town of
W i l s o n H i s t o r i a n , and w i s h t o p o i n t o u t t h a t t h i s work i s n o t a c r o n o l o g i c a l
h i s t o r y o f t h e Town, b u t r a t h e r a s e r i e s o f i n t e r - r e l a t e d h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s and
happenings in Wi l son f r o m 1810 th rough 1990.

A s s i s t i n g m e w i t h t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n were Emma Lou Reppentine, t y p i s t , Wanda
Burrows, p r o o f reader; and Donald B u r r o w s , consul tant .

Photo c r e d i t s go to the Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ; the l a t e Richard Reppentine;
Mar ion Campbell; Eleanor Myers; Cindy Townsend and C. W. Michae ls .

Index compiled by "Becky" Baker H i l l , L i b r a r i a n at the Pres ident Ruther ford B.
Hayes L i b r a r y a t F remont , Oh io .
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THE TOWN OF WILSON

I n 1810, when Reuben Wi l son s e t t l e d i n what i s now t h e Town o f W i l s o n , a l l
N i a g a r a C o u n t y, (as we know it today) was then t h e Town of Cambria. The Town of
P o r t e r was formed f r o m Cambria i n 1812, and i n c l u d e d a l l t h e p r e s e n t Town o f
Wi l son which was carved o u t o f P o r t e r on A p r i l 1 0 , 1818.

A m e e t i n g was h e l d a t t h e home o f D a v i d P o r t e r o n A p r i l 1 6 , 1819, t o s e t u p
t h e p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e Town o f W i l s o n . Reuben W i l s o n was e lec ted
Town S u p e r v i s o r and D a n i e l Holmes was e l e c t e d c l e r k .

The V i l l a g e o f W i l s o n was i n c o r p o r a t e d b y a n a c t o f t h e S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e o n
May 11 , 1858. Named f o r i t s f o u n d e r , t h e l i t t l e se t t l emen t was i d e a l l y l o c a t e d
where the Tusca ro ra R i v e r , (Twe lve M i l e Creek ) j o i n s Lake O n t a r i o , t w e l v e m i l e s
e a s t o f O l d F o r t N i a g a r a .

Development of t h e Town of W i l son c a n be m o r e f u l l y apprec ia ted when one
cons iders t h a t in 1821, t h e year t h e E r i e Cana l was s t a r t e d th rough N i a g a r a C o u n t y,
m o s t o f t h e a r e a was a n unbroken w i l d e r n e s s . The R idge Road, ( R t e . 104) a t t r a c t e d
t h e e a r l y s e t t l e r s because i t p resen ted a n a t u r a l p a t h t h r o u g h t h e f o r e s t s h i g h
above the swamps on e i t h e r s ide .

From Warrens Corners t o D i c k e r s o n v i l l e , the highway was g e n e r a l l y passable,
b u t , except in w i n t e r or v e r y d r y months, the f e r t i l e lands to t h e n o r t h were
almost impenetrable. Because of t h i s , most p ioneers s e t t l e d a long t h e Ridge or
Niagara R i v e r . Set t lements l i k e Wilson were m o s t l y reached by w a t e r f rom p o r t s
l i k e Oswego o r v i l l a g e s a l o n g the Canadian shore.

F o r t u n a t e l y, the g radua l descent o f 155 f e e t f rom the Ridge t o t h e l ake l e v e l
made i t poss ib le t o d r a i n and open u p t h e f e r t i l e l a n d s f o r a g r i c u l t u r e . The W i l s o n
townsh ip was e s p e c i a l l y s u i t e d f o r f r u i t s such a s app les , p e a r s , grapes and peaches,
b u t t h e c l a y s o i l i n t h e n o r t h w e s t s e c t i o n o f t o w n was good f o r r a i s i n g wheat .

The e a s t e r n and c e n t r a l p a r t s o f t o w n had a d i v e r s i t y o f s o i l s r a n g i n g f r o m
g r a v e l to sandy, and was good f o r g e n e r a l c r o p s such as c o r n and cabbage. The
a r a b l e g r a v e l and sand i n t h e southwest s e c t i o n o f t h e townsh ip was e s p e c i a l l y fi n e
f o r r a i s i n g peaches and g r a p e s .

Dra inage o f t h e townsh ip was he lped by t h e w e s t b ranch o f Twelve M i l e Creek
w h i c h c u t t h r o u g h t h e nor thwes t c o r n e r o f t h e t o w n ; t h e E a s t Branch d ra i ned t h e
c e n t r a l a r e a o f t h e t o w n ; a n d H o p k i n s C r e e k , r u n n i n g i n a n o r t h e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n
a l s o he lped d r a i n t h e c e n t r a l a r e a o f t h e t o w n .

I n t h e m i d 1800 's , W i l s o n h a d become r e c o g n i z e d a s t h e " h e a r t o f t h e f r u i t b e l t " ;
a t h r i v i n g lumber and s h i p - b u i l d i n g p o r t ; a n d , i n t h e 1890 's , a booming r e s o r t t o w n
f a v o r e d f o r i t s fi n e h o t e l s , b o a t i n g , fi s h i n g , and o t h e r r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s .
The V i l l a g e g a i n e d considerable r e c o g n i t i o n as an educat iona l c e n t e r in 1845 when
t h e W i l s o n C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e was b u i l t , a t t r a c t i n g many s tuden ts f r o m s u r r o u n d i n g
a r e a s .



THE TOWN OF WILSON (Cont inued)

T o t h e p r e s e n t d a y, Wi l son i s a busy a g r i c u l t u r a l community produc ing many
cho ice f r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s . One o f i t s c h i e f i n d u s t r i e s i s t h e w i d e l y known
P f e i f f e r ' s Food Company, which i s r a t e d a s t h e 4 t h sa lad d ress ing b o t t l i n g works
i n t h e n a t i o n .

S e v e r a l fi n e y a c h t c l u b s and mar inas a r e l o c a t e d a long i t s p i c t u r e s q e , n a t u r a l
b o a t ha rbo r and thousands of fishermen a r e a t t r a c t e d to i t s w a t e r s by b o u n t i f u l
ca tches of p e r c h , salmon, s tee lheads and ra inbow t r o u t . A f u r t h e r inducement to
s p o r t s m e n i s the u p l a n d game h u n t i n g a v a i l a b l e i n many p a r t s o f t o w n .

Wi l son i s a l s o n o t e d f o r i t s b e a u t i f u l homes - - b o t h o l d and n e w, and boasts
one o f t h e b e t t e r c e n t r a l i z e d schoo l d i s t r i c t i n N i a g a r a Coun ty. I t i s l oca ted
w i t h i n easy d r i v i n g d i s t a n c e of N i a g a r a County Community Co l l ege in Sanborn and
N i a g a r a U n i v e r s i t y a t L e w i s t o n .

S p i r i t u a l needs o f t h e community a r e m e t b y t h e F i r s t B a p t i s t Church, Our Lady
o f the Rosary Roman C a t h o l i c Church; S t . John's Ep iscopa l Church; S t . Paul's Lu the ran
Church; and Ex ley U n i t e d Methodis t Church.

There a r e a l s o a v a r i e t y o f s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and f r a t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s such
a s t h e L ion 's C lub ; Wi l son F r e e L i b r a r y ; D e l p h i c C i r c l e ; Gnost ic G u i l d ; Mother's
Clubs; Masons; Oddfe l lows; H o s p i t a l A u x i l i a r y ; Parent-Teacher Associat ion; Sou th
Wi lson F i r e Company, Wi lson Vo lun teer F i r e Company No. 1 ; American L e g i o n ; Boy
Scouts; G i r l Scouts; 4-H Clubs; Spor tsmen C lub ; Wilson Business Associat ion; and
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Society.



THE TOWN OF WILSON (Cont inued)

I n 1976, th rough t h e e f f o r t s o f a n a c t i v e B i c e n t e n n i a l Commi t tee , t h e Town was
r e c o g n i z e d a s a n o f fi c i a l B i c e n t e n n i a l Community b y t h e S t a t e o f New Yo r k and t h e
Fede ra l Government.

HOW WILSON EVOLVED FROM THE FRONTIER

In W i l l i a m Poole's “Landmarks of N i a g a r a County", we fi n d t h a t t h e a r e a we
know today a s t h e Town o f W i l s o n , was o n c e i n h a b i t e d b y t h e N e u t e r I n d i a n s - - s o
named by t h e French because of t h e i r d e s i r e to be n e u t r a l or at peace with’ t h e
w a r r i n g t r i b e s on t h e i r bo rde rs .

D u r i n g t h e 1600's when e x p l o r e r s l i k e C h a m p l a i n , C a r t i e r and t h e J e s u i t m i s s i o n ‑
a r i e s w e r e open ing u p t h e S t . Lau rence and M i s s i s s i p p i v a l l e y s i n t h e name o f "New
France", England a lso l a y c l a i m to the f r o n t i e r and o the r lands in the new wor ld .
The Niagara F r o n t i e r was under the B r i t i s h Governor i n New York a s p a r t o f Albany
County from 1683 to 1771, bu t it wasn't u n t i l 1759, when the B r i t i s h captured F o r t
Niagara from the French , t h a t the f r o n t i e r fi n a l l y came under f u l l B r i t i s h c o n t r o l .
From 1772 to 1784, the p e r i o d encompassing t h e Revo lu t ionary War, the f r o n t i e r was
included in Tyron Coun ty, and in 1784 to 1789, was s t i l l under B r i t i s h c o n t r o l as
p a r t of Montgomery Coun ty.

I n 1796, the B r i t i s h fi n a l l y tu rned c o n t r o l o f t h e N iagara F r o n t i e r over t o
New Yo r k S t a t e , and a t t h i s t i m e i t became p a r t o f O n t a r i o Coun ty and i n c l u d e d a l l
of New Yo r k w e s t of t h e Phelps-Gorham pre -empt ion l i n e . In 1791, Robe r t M o r r i s
purchased m o s t of t h e l ands w e s t of t h e Phelps-Gorham purchase, and a c q u i r e d t h e
I n d i a n t i t l e s i n 1797.

About t h i s same t i m e , Joseph E l l i c o t t , who was associated w i t h Augustus P o r t e r
i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f Rober t M o r r i s , s t a r t e d t o s u r v e y t h e t r a c t w h i c h became known
as t h e H o l l a n d Purchase . I t was d i v i d e d i n t o ranges s i x m i l e s wide e x t e n d i n g f r o m
Lake O n t a r i o to t h e Pennsy lvan ia b o r d e r .

O n March 30 , 1802, t h e f r o n t i e r became p a r t o f Genesee Coun t y b y a c t o f t h e
New Yo r k l e g i s l a t u r e , and t h e e n t i r e H o l l a n d Purchase w e s t o f t h e e a s t t r a n s i t l i n e
was des igna ted a s t h e t o w n o f B a t a v i a . C h r i s t fi e l d J o h n s o n , i n h i s C e n t e n n i a l
H i s t o r y o f E r i e C o u n t y, s t a t e d t h a t i n 1804, t h e New Yo r k L e g i s l a t u r e a g a i n d i v i d e d
t h e "Purchase" i n t o f o u r n e w t o w n s named B a t a v i a , W i l l i n k , E r i e and Chautauqua.
A l l e x c e p t t h e Town o f Chautauqua extended f r o m L a k e O n t a r i o t o P e n n s y l v a n i a , and
a l l a r e p l a i n l y o u t l i n e d on t h e 1804 map of t h e H o l l a n d Purchase .

B a t a v i a was on t h e e a s t and was comprised of t h e I s t , 2nd and 3 r d ranges ; t h e
Town o f W i l l i n k was n e x t t o B a t a v i a o n t h e w e s t and was made u p f r o m t h e 4 t h , 5 t h
and 6 t h r a n g e s . E r i e was compr ised of t h e 7 t h , 8 t h and 9 t h ranges and a l s o i n c l u d e d
t h e S t a t e Rese rva t i on and a d j o i n i n g w a t e r s . Chautauqua was made up f r o m t h e r e s t o f
t h e Purchase.



Thus, f rom 1804 u n t i l 1808, t h e a r e a we know today as N iagara County was t h e n
i n c l u d e d i n t h e towns o f E r i e and W i l l i n k . O n March 11 , 1808, N i a g a r a County was
o r g a n i z e d to i nc l ude a l l t h e t e r r i t o r y of t h e Ho l land Purchase, e x c e p t f o r Chautauqua.
I t was a g a i n d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e new t o w n s named Cambr ia , Clarence and W i l l i n k .
Cambria was made up f rom a l l t h e l a n d s n o r t h of Tonawanda C r e e k , t h e a r e a t h a t we
know today a s N i a g a r a C o u n t y.

C larence was compr ised of t h e l a n d s l a y i n g between Tonawanda Creek and B u f f a l o
Creek. W i l l i n k inc luded a l l t h e l ands sou th o f B u f f a l o Creek to Cat ta raugus Creek .
The c o u n t y s e a t f o r t h i s g r e a t e r new N i a g a r a County was e s t a b l i s h e d and b u i l t a t
B u f f a l o , New York--sometimes r e f e r r e d to as New Amsterdan.

O n A p r i l 2 , 1821, t h e p r e s e n t N i a g a r a C o u n t y, a s w e know i t t o d a y, was o r g a n i z e d
f rom t h e l a n d s l a y i n g n o r t h of Tonawanda Creek . By t h i s d a t e , Cambria had had s i x
new towns made u p f rom i t : P o r t e r , ( 1812 ) ; H a r t l a n d , (1812) ; S c h l o s s e r , ( 1 8 1 2 - ‑
name changed t o N i a g a r a , (1816); R o y a l t o n , (1817) ; L e w i s t o n , (1818) ; and t h e Town
of Wi l son , (1818 ) . The Town of Somerset was added in 1823; Newfane and Lockpor t
i n 1824; Pendleton i n 1827; and W h e a t fi e l d i n 1836, making a t o t a l o f twe lve towns
t o t h e p r e s e n t d a y.

THE WAR OF 1812

The War o f 1812 caused much d e s o l a t i o n , p a n i c , and a l a r m o n t h e N iagara F r o n t i e r
as w e l l as W i l s o n . Maraud ing p a r t i e s o f B r i t i s h and I n d i a n s ravaged t h e a r e a u n t i l
t h e r e was v e r y l i t t l e l e f t t o d e s t r o y . One a c t , more t h a n any o t h e r , may have been
t h e cause f o r such w a n t o n a t t acks on i n n o c e n t American s e t t l e r s f r o m Lake Ontar io 's
shores t o B u f f a l o .

C o l o n e l M c C l u r e , a n American o f fi c e r , was g a r r i s o n e d a t F o r t George w i t h o n l y
s i x t y men t o de fend i t . When t h e B r i t i s h marched t o r e t a k e t h e f o r t i n 1813, McClu re
abandoned it and r e t r e a t e d a c r o s s t h e r i v e r to t h e Amer ican s i d e . B e f o r e l e a v i n g ,
however, h e o r d e r e d h i s men t o p u t t h e t o r c h t o Newark, known today a s N i a g a r a - O n ‑
the-Lake.

O n December 1 8 , 1813, t h e B r i t i s h l a n d e d a l a r g e f o r c e a t F i v e - M i l e Meadows,
a n d , ben t o n r e v e n g e , marched o n F o r t N i a g a r a . P i c k e t s w e r e s u r p r i s e d and cap tu red
b e f o r e they c o u l d g i v e a n a l a r m , and t h e g a t e s t o t h e f o r t w e r e found open . The
g a r r i s o n o f 450 defenders w e r e e a s i l y c a p t u r e d and many o f them were. s l a u g h t e r e d .
C o l o n e l McClure , who had t a k e n h i s men t o B u f f a l o b e f o r e t h e a t t a c k , then r e t r e a t e d
t o B a t a v i a l e a v i n g t h e v i l l a g e s o n t h e N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r u n p r o t e c t e d .

B r i t i s h G e n e r a l Drummond o r d e r e d t h e t o r c h a p p l i e d t o a l l b u i l d i n g s o n t h e
f r o n t i e r , and t h e f e w houses a t Youngstown w e r e immed ia te ly d e s t r o y e d . Soon a f t e r ,
Lew is ton was p l u n d e r e d and bu rned , and t h e f e w i n h a b i t a n t s who were a b l e t o escape
t h e B r i t i s h and t h e i r Mohawk I n d i a n a l l i e s fl e d w e s t a l o n g t h e R idge Road.
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THE WAR OF 1812 (Cont inued)

The fi r s t a l a rm a t D i cke rsonv i l l e was g i v e n by the Tu s c a r o r a women who had
fl e d t h e Reservat ion w h i l e t h e Tu s c a r o r a B r a v e s were fi g h t i n g a d e l a y i n g a c t i o n
which al lowed many o f t h e L e w i s t o n r e f u g e e s t o escape. The B r i t i s h pressed o n
beyond D i c k e r s o n v i l l e , b u t were fi n a l l y stopped a t Howell's Creek b y t h e r e t r e a t i n g
s e t t l e r s and Tu s c a r o r a I n d i a n s .

One smal l band of B r i t i s h d i d manage to con t i nue t h e p u r s u i t as f a r as Mol ineaux
Corne rs where t h e y took o v e r t h e o l d t a v e r n wh ich had been evacuated. There t h e y
w e r e s u r p r i s e d and captured b y a m i l i t i a company f r o m Gaines who had been m a r c h i n g
w e s t a l o n g t h e R idge t o h e l p t h e fl e e i n g r e f u g e e s .

The p ioneers who had s e t t l e d a l o n g Lake O n t a r i o w e r e a l s o subjected to t h e
r u t h l e s s a t tacks launched f r o m o l d F o r t N i a g a r a . O n December 2 3 r d , B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s
were ordered t o b u r n o u t a l l t h e s e t t l e r s homes a s f a r a s K e m p v i l l e , ( O l c o t t ) , t h e n
sou th to Va n Horne's M i l l ( B u r t ) . ( N o t e : Va n Horne's M i l l was known as Van Horne's
S t a t i o n a s l a t e a s 1890, and was named B u r t a f t e r M r . Van Horne's g i v e n name. )

When t h e B r i t i s h launched t h e i r a t t a c k , George Ash was v i s i t i n g at t h e Reuben
Wi lson home about a m i l e and a h a l f e a s t o f the p resen t v i l l a g e . Upon r e t u r n i n g
west to h i s own p l a c e , he met a p a r t y of the enemy, and immediately back tracked
to warn the o the r se t t l e r s - - an a c t which undoubtedly saved many l i v e s and personal
p r o p e r t y .

Luther Wi lson was 15 years o l d at t h e t i m e , and was able to save about 25 head
of h i s father's c a t t l e by s t u f fi n g leaves in the cow b e l l s around t h e i r necks , and
d r i v i n g them undetected to a p o i n t e a s t of Van Horne's M i l l . A f t e r t h e B r i t i s h burned
the m i l l , Luther drove the c a t t l e back to h i s father 's cabin which had been mi racu ‑
l o u s l y saved.

C a p t a i n S c o t t , who was i n c h a r g e o f t h e B r i t i s h r a i d e r s , f e l t s o r r y f o r t h e
s e t t l e r s , and r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e y wou ld f a c e severe h a r d s h i p i f l e f t w i t h o u t food
and s h e l t e r d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r . He hoped to have h i s o rde rs changed, and s e n t an
O r d e r l y w i t h George Ash to F o r t N i a g a r a in an e f f o r t to pursuade t h e commander at
t h e F o r t t o b e more l e n i e n t . The B r i t i s h General was u n r e l e n t i n g , h o w e v e r , and a f t e r
mak ing Ash a p r i s o n e r o f w a r , ordered C a p t a i n S c o t t t o c a r r y o u t h i s o r i g i n a l o r d e r s .

A l l t h e c a b i n s a l o n g t h e l a k e w e r e t h e n p u t t o t h e t o r c h w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n
of t h e Reuben Wi l son home which s e t 20 r o d s f r o m t h e Highway and was s a i d to be
i n v i s i b l e f r o m t h e r o a d . I t was a l s o s a i d t h a t Reuben's w i f e h a d t r e a t e d t h e
B r i t i s h o f fi c e r s h o s p i t a b l y, and t h e y spared h e r home o u t o f a p p r e c i a t i o n . Reuben,
h o w e v e r, was h e l d p r i s o n e r a t t h e f o r t , b u t was a l lowed t o r e t u r n t o h i s f a m i l y
a f t e r t e n days h a d passed.

O t h e r t h a n f o r t h e widespread d e s t r u c t i o n t h a t had occured o n t h e N i a g a r a
F r o n t i e r , t h e War of 1812 accomplished v e r y l i t t l e . The T r e a t y of Ghent l e f t
Canada i n f u l l c o n t r o l o f t h e i r c o u n t r y w i t h t h e b o r d e r s t h e same a s when t h e w a r
s t a r t e d . The s c a r s o f w a r l e f t t h e i r mark o n W i l s o n , b u t when i t ended, h e r
h a r d y p i o n e e r s re turned t o t h e t a s k f a c i n g them. D u r i n g t h e n e x t q u a r t e r c e n t u r y
t h e y wou ld d e v e l o p and l a y t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e b u s t l i n g t o w n w e know t o d a y a s
W i l s o n , New Yo r k .
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TOWN WAS NAMED IN HIS HONOR

Wi lson had had a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g p a s t , b u t i t m i g h t have been d i f f e r e n t i f
i t hadn't been f o r t h e man a f t e r whom t h e Town was named, Reuben Wi l son . I t appears
he was one of those adventuresome p i o n e e r s w i t h t h e re l en t l ess u r g e to head w e s t and
e x p l o r e new l a n d s .

He was born A p r i l 1 9 , 1777, at S p e n c e r, Massachusetts, where he g r e w up and
m a r r i e d E s t h e r P. O l i v e r , who was b o r n A p r i l 1 4 , 1779. The b i r t h p l a c e s o f t h e i r
four teen c h i l d r e n a r e l i k e dest inat ions on a r o a d map, and show where t h e Wi lson
f a m i l y l i v e d on t h e i r t h i r t e e n y e a r t r e k f r o m Massachusetts to Wi l son .

H i s o l des t s o n , L u t h e r , was bo rn December 1 8 , 1798, a t B roada lb i n , New Yo r k ,
and on J u l y 1 7 , 1800, C a l v i n was b o r n at Northampton, New Yo r k . T h e i r n e x t t h r e e
c h i l d r e n were b o r n a t R i c h fi e l d , New Yo r k , i n c l u d i n g O l i v e r , December 1 2 , 1801;
Alexander, A p r i l 1 4 , 1803; and Zornah, October 1 7 , 1804.

Reuben t h e n moved to Halderman in Upper Canada where Anna was b o r n September 8,
1807; Orson, March 9 , 1809; and E l i zabe th , A p r i l 30, 1810. S h o r t l y a f t e r E l i zabe th
was b o r n , t h e f a m i l y r e t u r n e d t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s where O r r i n was b o r n June 3 , 1811
w h i l e Wi lson was s t i l l p a r t of t h e t o w n of Cambria.

Three more c h i l d r e n were born i n Wi lson a f t e r i t was included i n the town o f
P o r t e r , Cha r l o t t e , A p r i l 29, 1814; Lucinda, June 7 , 1816; and Caro l ine , March 7 ,
1818. L u r i n , November 21, 1819; and E s t h e r, February 25, 1823, were the o n l y
c h i l d r e n born i n the Town o f Wi lson a f t e r i t was o f fi c i a l l y formed from t h e Town
of Por te r in 1818.

REUBEN WILSON (1777-1862) FOUNDER OF THE TOWN OF WILSON
PICTURE PAINTED BY GREGORY SWANN
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TOWN WAS NAMED IN H I S HONOR (Continued)

When Reuben returned to t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s he was j o i n e d by t h e John Eastman
f a m i l y and w i t h G i l b e r t Pu rdy as t h e i r boa tman , po l ed t w o open ba teauxs eastward
a l o n g t h e l a k e shore to a p o i n t abou t o n e m i l e and a h a l f e a s t of Twelve M i l e Creek.
There they p u l l e d t h e i r b o a t s ashore and leaned them a g a i n s t p o l e s f o r t e m p o r a r y
s h e l t e r . Purdy he lped W i l s o n and Eastman b u i l d c a b i n s , then returned t o Twelve M i l e
Creek where h e b u i l t a l o g c a b i n o n l o t n o . 2 6 - - t o b e j o i n e d l a t e r b y h i s w i f e and
f a m i l y f r o m Canada.

Reuben's c a b i n s i t e was abou t 2 0 rods n o r t h o f t h e Lake Road j u s t e a s t o f t h e
p r e s e n t i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Maple Road and R o u t e 18. The l a t e Howard Pease r e c a l l e d
h a v i n g h i s f a t h e r , A . Douglas P e a s e , p o i n t o u t t h e cab in s i t e t o h i m when h e was
a  b o y.

There was v e r y l i t t l e l a n d c l e a r e d when Reuben s e t t l e d h e r e , and c a r v i n g a home
f r o m t h e w i l d e r n e s s wasn't e a s y. I t was d i f fi c u l t g e t t i n g s u p p l i e s f r o m F o r t N i a g a r a
and Canada, b u t t h i n g s became a l i t t l e b e t t e r in 1811 when a rough r o a d was c u t
t h r o u g h f r o m F o r t N i a g a r a t o S o m e r s e t . B y t h e end o f t w o y e a r s , Reuben had cleared
1 5 a c r e s o f l a n d and was a b l e t o g r o w h i s own p r o v i s i o n s .

D u r i n g t h e War o f 1812, the s e t t l e r s faced severe ha rdsh ip a t the hands o f the
B r i t i s h and Ind ians who burned down most o f t h e i r homes. The Wilson cabin was
spared, howeve r, because i t s e t f a r back f rom the road making i t i n v i s i b l e f rom the
Highway; a l s o , it was reported t h a t M r s . Wi lson had treated the B r i t i s h o f fi c e r s
hosp i tab ly and the cab in was spared because of i t .

In Orsamus Turner's "H is to ry of the Hol land Purchase", we l e a r n t h a t in 1816,
Reuben purchased p r o p e r t y a l o n g t h e e a s t branch of Twelve M i l e Creek which included
a saw m i l l b u i l t t h e prev ious y e a r b y D a n i e l Sheldon and Joshua W i l l i a m s . H e
immed ia te l y proceeded to b u i l d a l a r g e l o g house n e a r t h e m i l l and moved i n t o i t
i n 1818. I n 1824, Reuben was appointed Wilson's l s t P o s t m a s t e r , and i n 1825, h e
b u i l t a frame house around the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e and b u i l t a g r i s t m i l l n e x t t o
t h e s a w m i l l . The house s t i l l s t a n d s , and is considered by many to be a N i a g a r a
C o u n t y Landmark.

Tha t same y e a r , L u t h e r Wi l son and h i s b r i d e , S a r a S t e v e n s , moved i n w i t h h i s
f a t h e r who had opened a s t o r e i n t h e new d w e l l i n g . A few y e a r s l a t e r , i n 1819, a
t a v e r n was added and became a f a v o r i t e s t o p p i n g p l a c e f o r t h e e a r l y s e t t l e r s and
s o l d i e r s f r o m o l d F o r t N i a g a r a .

The Town o f W i l s o n was formed f r o m t h e Town o f P o r t e r o n A p r i l 1 0 , 1818, b y
a n a c t o f t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e . I t was named W i l s o n i n hono r o f Reuben W i l s o n ,
one o f t h e m o s t respected p i o n e e r s i n t h e a r e a . H e w a s v e r y p o l i t i c a l l y m i n d e d ,
and in 1811 was e l e c t e d Cons tab le o f t h e Town of Cambria.

I n 1818, w h i l e W i l s o n was s t i l l p a r t o f P o r t e r , h e was e lected J u s t i c e o f t h e
Peace. On A p r i l 6 , 1819, he pres ided at a m e e t i n g in t h e home of Dav id P o r t e r to
s e t u p t h e p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e t o w n . A t t h i s m e e t i n g h e w a s e lec ted t h e
Town's fi r s t s u p e r v i s o r - - a p o s i t i o n w h i c h h e h e l d f o r t e n y e a r s . H e was a l s o e l e c t e d
as one of t h e fi r s t school commissioners in 1821.



TOWN WAS NAMED IN H I S HONOR (Cont inued)

In 1834, he and h i s s o n , L u t h e r , b u i l t t h e "Ontar io House" h o t e l at t h e c o r n e r
o f Young and Lake S t r e e t s , and i t was cons idered one of Wilson's bes t h o s t e l r y s
u n t i l i t burned down in 1894.

Reuben Wi lson d i e d on March 1 9 , 1862, and is i n t e r r e d in t h e Greenwood
Cemetery at W i l s o n , New Yo r k .

* * * * * * * *

WILSON'S EARLY PIONEERS

The Reuben W i l s o n f a m i l y fi g u r e d s o p r o m i n e n t l y i n t h e e a r l y s e t t l e m e n t and
development of t h e Town t h a t would l a t e r be named a f t e r them, t h a t we sometimes tend
t o o v e r l o o k some o f t h e o t h e r p ionee rs who a l s o t r i e d t o c a r v e new homes f r o m t h e
w i lde rness .

Stephen Sheldon, f o r i n s t a n c e , a r r i v e d i n 1809--one year b e f o r e the Wilson and
Eastman f a m i l i e s s e t t l e d he re . H e was assigned l o t s # 8 and # 9 b y t h e Hol land Land
Company, and he b u i l t h i s fi r s t s imple d w e l l i n g on the w e s t bank of Twelve M i l e Creek.
A s h o r t t ime l a t e r , he erected another home at the mouth of t h e creek where he d i e d
in the f a l l of 1812, and is s a i d to be t h e fi r s t person b u r i e d in t h e unmarked p l o t
at the e a s t end of "Sunset Island"

The B r i t i s h burned the Sheldon home d u r i n g the w a r, and t h e f a m i l y fl e d , b u t
l a t e r r e t u r n e d and r e b u i l t t h e i r home. Stephen's s o n s , D a n i e l and George had been
d r a f t e d b y t h e B r i t i s h w h i l e i n K i n g s t o n , b u t managed t o escape and r e t u r n e d t o
W i l s o n . D a n i e l l a t e r j o i n e d w i t h Joshua W i l l i a m s t o b u i l d t h e fi r s t s a w m i l l o n
Twelve M i l e C r e e k - - t h e m i l l wh ich was l a t e r purchased b y Reuben W i l s o n .

George She ldon b u i l t h i s home on l o t #17, and he he lped Abner Crossman l a y o u t
t h e fi r s t improved road in W i l s o n u n d e r t h e s u r v e y of Joseph A i k e n . Another b r o t h e r ,
Simon She ldon, b u i l t t h e fi r s t t a n n e r i n t o w n a t t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r o f l o t #7,
and when t h e C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1845, donated t h e l a n d o n wh i ch
t h e schoo l was b u i l t . ( S i t e o f W i l s o n Town H a l l )

Pomphrey N e l s o n a n d s o n , B e n j a m i n , s e t t l e d o n 5 0 a c r e s o f l a n d a t t h e p r e s e n t
c o r n e r o f t h e To w n l i n e ( R t e . 425) and N e l s o n Roads . Ben jam in se rved a s a C a p t a i n
i n t h e War o f 1812, and l i k i n g t h e a r e a , d e c i d e d t o r e t u r n w i t h h i s w i f e and f a t h e r .
Pomphrey had served in t h e r e v o l u t i o n a n d , a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r descendent , A l i c e
Ne l son o f O r i s k a n y, b o t h a n c e s t o r s a r e b u r i e d i n t h e o l d s e c t i o n o f Greenwood Cemetery
i n  W i l s o n .

Some of t h e o t h e r e a r l y s e t t l e r s i n c l u d e d H e n r y Lockwood, who a r r i v e d f r o m Canada
i n 1808. H e s e t t l e d o n l o t #77, and when w a r b roke o u t , h e r e t u r n e d t o Canada. H i s
l a n d was a c q u i r e d b y John S . Cudaback i n 1813.

Rober t Waterhouse came f r o m C o n n e c t i c u t i n 1808 and s e t t l e d i n t h e s o u t h e r n
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WILSON'S EARLY PIONEERS (Cont inued)

p a r t o f t h e t o w n o n l o t #1. G i l b e r t Pu rdy came w i t h Reuben Wi l son and John Eastman
in 1810, and acqu i red 100 a c r e s o f l a n d on l o t #26. A f t e r b u i l d i n g a cab in t h e r e ,
he b rough t h i s f a m i l y h e r e f r o m Coburg, Canada.

E r a s t u s Ba rna rd came t o t h e a r e a i n 1810 and l i v e d f o r a t i m e w i t h h i s f a t h e r ‑
i n - l a w , Stephen S h e l d o n . H e s e t t l e d o n l o t #16 b u t l a t e r moved t o t h e Town o f
P o r t e r . Another f a m i l y who came h e r e in 1810 w e r e t h e Goodmans who s e t t l e d on l a n d
t h a t is now encompassed by t h e V i l l a g e of W i l s o n .

The D e x t e r Spragues and Rober t Edwards f a m i l i e s s e t t l e d on l o t #63 b u t l a t e r
moved t o H a r t l a n d . The l a n d where t h e Edwards l i v e d was a c q u i r e d i n 1813 b y D a v i d
P o r t e r . I n 1811, E l i j a h M a l l o r y t o o k up res idence on l o t #82. H i s c l a i m to fame
was t h a t h e owned a t e a m o f h o r s e s and because o f t h i s , was r e q u i r e d t o h e l p b u i l d
a l o g causeway f r o m W r i g h t s C o r n e r s to War rens C o r n e r s . H i s descendents l i v e d in
Wi l son f o r many y e a r s .

R i c h a r d and W i l l i a m Knowles w e r e a l s o d r a f t e d b y t h e B r i t i s h i n t h e War o f 1812,
b u t managed to escape and came to W i l s o n where t h e y s e t t l e d on l o t #8 and #7 r e s p e c ‑
t i v e l y . Henry Barber and Nathan P r a t t l e f t Canada t o escape the d r a f t . and s e t t l e d
in Wi l son on l o t s #89 and #8.

John C a r t e r and Adam Stevens s e t t l e d in Wi l son in 1815, C a r t e r on l o t #72, and
Stevens on l o t #63. The Stevens p r o p e r t y was prev ious ly owned by D e x t e r Sprague.
Adam H u t c h i n s , served i n the War o f 1812, and l a t e r took u p residence i n t h e
Town on l o t #88.

Other e a r l y s e t t l e r s were John Haze, l o t #7; Nathan Sherwood, l o t #9; and James
C o l e , l o t #82. From t h a t t i m e o n , s e t t l e r s began t o i n c r e a s e r a p i d l y a n d , (quo t i ng
a 1821 H i s t o r y o f N i a g a r a County) " t h e h a r d s h i p s o f e a r l y p i o n e e r l i f e became
compara t i ve l y easy in t h i s sect ion."

k * * x * * * *

TOWN GOVERNMENT

The Town o f W i l s o n was formed o u t o f t h e To w n o f P o r t e r i n 1818 b y a n a c t o f
t h e New York S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e . O n A p r i l 6 , 1819, a m e e t i n g was h e l d a t t h e home
o f D a v i d P o r t e r where t h e p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e Town was estab l ished.

Reuben W i l s o n was e l e c t e d S u p e r v i s o r and D a n i e l s H o l m e s , C l e r k ; Assessors
w e r e H e n r y Lockwood, John C a r t e r and D a v i d B u r g e s s ; C o l l e c t o r w a s Oramel H a r t w e l l ;
Oversee rs of t h e p o o r were B u r g o y n Kemp and Abner Crossman; Highway Commissioners
were John C a r t e r , Joshua W i l l i a m s and James M c K i n n e y ; Constables w e r e Joshua D.
C o l l i e r and Oramel H a r t w e l l ; E x c i s e Commissioners w e r e Joshua W i l l i a m s , Reuben
W i l s o n and A lexande r Doug las ; Fencev iewe rs w e r e B u r g o y n Kemp, H i e l B i x b y and
Jeremiah Whipp le ; and Poundmaster was E l i s h a S t e v e n s . At t h i s fi r s t m e e t i n g a
d e c i s i o n was made t o p r o v i d e b o u n t y s o n w o l v e s , and $25 was v o t e d t o h e l p t h e p o o r ,
and $250 was s e t a s i d e t o b u i l d b r i d g e s .



TOWN GOVERNMENT (Cont inued)

Those p ioneers o f t h e e a r l y 1800's wou ld fi n d l i t t l e in t h e 1980's to remind
them of t h e i r w i lderness home. R u t - l i n e d muddy l a n e s have g i v e n way to a s p h a l t
highways, and swamps and v i r g i n f o r e s t s have been c l e a r e d to p r o v i d e f e r t i l e f a r n ‑
l ands . The l o g cabins t h a t once served as churches , schoo ls and homes, have been
r e p l a c e d b y hundreds o f n e a t l y k e p t homes, b e a u t i f u l churches and a l a r g e c e n t r a ‑
l i z e d schoo l .

The horse-drawn dump t r u c k s and wooden snowplows of e a r l i e r days wou ld no
l o n g e r b e a b l e t o compete w i t h modern h ighway equipment o r heavy e a r t h - m o v i n g
mach ine ry. N o r c o u l d t h e o l d hand-dug w e l l s o r c h a i n pumps b e g i n to match t h e
e f fi c i e n c y o f Wilson's p r e s e n t modern w a t e r s y s t e m .

As the town's s tanda rd o f l i v i n g improves , we shou ld n o t f o r g e t those hardy
p i o n e e r s who i n i t i a t e d t h e programs t h a t e v e n t u a l l y l e d t o today's modern s o c i e t y .

The make-up o f Wilson's p r e s e n t Town Board i s v e r y d i f f e r e n t f r om those o f
e a r l i e r days . Today, t h e board i s headed u p b y t h e t o w n s u p e r v i s o r , f o u r c o u n c i l
members and a t o w n c l e r k . O t h e r o f fi c i a l s i n c l u d e t h e t a x c o l l e c t o r , highway
super in tendent and t w o j u s t i c e s o f t h e peace.

The town's business is a l s o conducted by a number of appointees i n c l u d i n g
assessor, w a t e r super in tendent , b u i l d i n g i n s p e c t o r , town h i s t o r i a n and two
constables. There is a lso a zon ing boa rd , p l a n n i n g board and board of r e v i e w.

Town s u p e r v i s o r s t h a t have been e lec ted t o govern the town s ince the yea r
1818 i n c l u d e :

Reuben W i l s o n , (1819) ; John C a r t e r , (1830) ; L u t h e r W i l s o n , ( 1 8 3 3 ) ; Rober t
McChesney, (1843 ) ; Samuel R. M e r w i n , ( 1 8 4 6 ) ; Alexander P e t t i t , ( 1848 ) ; R u s s e l l
Robinson, (1849) ; R. L. McChesney, (1850) ; Reuben F. W i l s o n , (1851) ; C u r t i s P e t t i t ,
(1852) ; Alexander P e t t i t , (1853) ; Orsemus F e r r i s , (1854 ) ; L u t h e r W i l s o n , (1855) ;
Orsemus F e r r i s , (1857) ; Henry N . Johnson, (1858) ; Ra lph S t o c k w e l l , (1859) ; Tu n i s
Outwa te r, (1862) ; D a v i d C. J e f f r e y , ( 1 8 6 4 ) ; Ben jamin F a r l e y , (1865) ; A lexander
P e t t i t , (1866) ; R ichard C. Holmes, ( 1 8 6 7 ) ; W i l l i a m Hambl in, (1868) ; Ben jamin Dearborn ,
(1871); R a l p h S t o c k w e l l , ( 1875 ) ; Edward B a k e r , (1878) ; S tephan C . Wakeman, (1881 ) ;
A. Douglas Pease, (1882); M a r t i n F. G i f f o r d , (1883); 0. S. McChesney, (1885) ; Samuel
H . P e t t i t , (1887) ; W i l l i a m R . Holmes, (1891 ) ; Samuel H . P e t t i t , (1893); J . W. H a c k e t t ,
(1896); A . C . B i g a l o w , (1899) ; H . R . S t o c k w e l l , ( 1904 ) ; J . W . H a c k e t t , (1910) ; Ro land
R. S i n g e r , (1914 ) ; F r a n k M. Campbe l l , ( 1 9 2 2 ) ; V i c t o r B e r l i n , ( 1 9 2 6 ) ; F r e d A . B i g a l o w ,
(1930); V i c t o r B e r l i n , (1936); F r e d Barnum, (1948) ; Whi tney E. Barnum, ( A p r i l , 1 9 4 9 ) ,
Ra lph S. Evans, (1956) ; Whitney E. Barnum, (1962) Wa l t e r E. E v a n s , (1966 ) ; Whitney
E. Barnum, (1970) ; H a r o l d E. M o s h e r, ( 1 9 8 2 ) .
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BUSINESS GENIUS

L u t h e r Wilson's fi r s t c l a i m t o i n g e n u i t y may have occured d u r i n g t h e War o f
1812 when h e was o n l y 1 5 y e a r s o f a g e . A c c o r d i n g t o e a r l y a c c o u n t s , George Ash warned
t h e s e t t l e r s t h a t t h e B r i t i s h w e r e coming , t h u s g i v i n g m o s t o f them t i m e t o g a t h e r
t h e i r t h i n g s and fl e e .

About 2 5 head o f c a t t l e w e r e rounded u p , and L u t h e r was g i v e n t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
of d r i v i n g them eastward a l o n g t h e l a k e . Some h a d cow b e l l s around t h e i r n e c k s ,
s o i n o r d e r t o keep t h e i n v a d e r s f r om h e a r i n g them L u t h e r s t u f f e d d r y l e a v e s i n
t h e b e l l s . He was t h e n a b l e to d r i v e t h e c a t t l e fi v e m i l e s beyond Va n Horne's
M i l l where t h e y remained undetected. A f t e r t h e m i l l was burned down and t h e B r i t i s h
r e t r e a t e d , L u t h e r d rove t h e c a t t l e back t o W i l s o n .

When L u t h e r reached m a t u r i t y , h e became t h e b u s i n e s s g e n i u s o f t h e f a m i l y
a n d , u n t i r i n g in ene rgy and p u b l i c s p i r i t , s t a r t e d m o s t of t h e improvements made
i n  t o w n .

I n 1827 h e s t a r t e d t h e h a m l e t o f W i l s o n b y l a y i n g o u t a s i n g l e t i e r o f l o t s
a l o n g t h e n o r t h s i d e o f Young S t r e e t f r o m Lake S t r e e t t o t h e Creek. I n 1829, a
t a v e r n was added t o the s t o r e which was o f t e n v i s i t e d b y the e a r l y s e t t l e r s and
s o l d i e r s f rom o l d F o r t N i a g a r a .

In 1834, Lu the r and h i s f a t h e r b u i l t t h e cobblestone "Ontar io House" on the
southwest corner of Young and Lake s t r e e t , and up to 1894, (when it was destroyed
by fi r e ) it was considered one of Wilson's o l d e s t and bes t known h o s t e l r y s .

On December 28, 1835, Luther was e lec ted a t r u s t e e o f t h e F i r s t Method is t ‑
Episcopal S o c i e t y i n the Town o f Wi lson a t a meet ing h e l d t o i n c o r p o r a t e i t . I n
1838, a new frame church was b u i l t a t t h e c o r n e r o f Lake and H i g h S t r e e t s o n l a n d
acqui red f rom Andrew B r o w n .

Up to 1837, L u t h e r h e l p e d h i s f a t h e r as a merchant and m i l l e r , and in t h a t
same y e a r e n l a r g e d t h e g r i s t m i l l b y a d d i n g s t e a m power and t w o m o r e r u n o f s t o n e s .
In 1844-45, L u t h e r and h i s s o n Reuben F . , b u i l t an a t t r a c t i v e cobblestone home
on t h e s i t e of t h e fi r s t l o g schoolhouse b u i l t in t h e V i l l a g e in 1820. The b e a u t i f u l
o l d h i s t o r i c home is known t o d a y as t h e "Wi lson House Restaurant."

I t was a l s o i n t h e y e a r 1844 t h a t L u t h e r W i l s o n was e l e c t e d t o a t e r m i n t h e
s t a t e assembly. 1846 was a b i g y e a r in t h e l i f e of L u t h e r W i l s o n . He establ ished
t h e ha rbo r and ob ta ined pe rm iss ion f r o m t h e S e c r e t a r y o f War to b u i l d t w o - 200
f o o t p i e r s i n t o t h e l a k e at t h e mouth of Twelve M i l e Creek.

F o r t h e n e x t t w e n t y y e a r s , a t h i s own expense, he dredged t h e channel by u s e
o f h o r s e p o w e r, and continued to make improvements u n t i l 1867 when t h e W i l s o n Harbor
Company was i n c o r p o r a t e d .

O t h e r improvements i n c l u d e d a l a r g e store-house where he began b u y i n g and
s h i p p i n g g r a i n and f r u i t ; a l s o a n e w s h i p y a r d where h e b u i l t t h e s c h o o n e r, Reuben
F , W i l s o n , w h i c h w a s named f o r h i s s o n . T h a t was t h e s t a r t o f a new i n d u s t r y i n
W i l s o n , and up to 1875 about t w e n t y two-and three-masted schooners w e r e b u i l t at
t h e ha rbo r b y i t i n e r a n t b u i l d e r s .
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BUSINESS GENIUS (Cont inued)

L u t h e r was a l s o i n t e r e s t e d i n e d u c a t i o n , and was t h e l a r g e s t c o n t r i b u t o r among
r e s i d e n t s t o fi n a n c e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e W i l s o n C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e which was
i n c o r p o r a t e d b y t h e Board o f R e g e n t s , February 1 9 , 1846. H e a l s o se rved o n t h e
fi r s t Board o f Tr u s t e e s which i n c l u d e d S imon S h e l d o n , Morgan Johnson, Andrew Brown,
Rober t McChesney and H i r a m B. Ta b o r .

L u t h e r W i l s o n was a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h a v i n g Wi l son dec la red a P o r t o f E n t r y
i n 1848, and Abram Vosburgh was named t h e fi r s t c o l l e c t o r .

The V i l l a g e o f W i l s o n was i n c o r p o r a t e d May 11 , 1858, b y a n a c t o f t h e s t a t e
l e g i s l a t u r e , and a t t h e t i m e i n c l u d e d 416 a c r e s o f l a n d w i t h i n i t s boundaries w i t h
a p o p u l a t i o n o f 715 p e r s o n s . L u t h e r W i l s o n was e l e c t e d t o s e r v e a s t h e fi r s t P r e s i ‑
d e n t o f t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s .

When t h e R.W. & O . R a i l r o a d came t h r o u g h Wi l son i n 1875, i t was su rveyed th rough
t h e c e n t e r of Wilson's second c e m e t e r y wh i ch was l o c a t e d d i r e c t l y e a s t of t h e p r e s e n t
depot-museum. L u t h e r donated e i g h t a c r e s of l a n d f o r a new c e m e t e r y n e a r Twelve
M i l e C r e e k , and when h i s fa the r ' s r e m a i n s among o t h e r s , were removed f r o m t h e b u r i a l
s i t e , t h e y w e r e p l a c e d in t h e new "Greenwood Cemetery".

Lu the r was a l s o i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e m i l i t a r y , and f o r a number o f y e a r s served
a s Capta in i n the Wi lson a r t i l l e r y company o f the 66th Regiment o f the New York
S t a t e M i l i t i a . In a d d i t i o n to b e i n g a member of the Methodist-Episcopal church
in Wi lson, L u t h e r a l s o gave l a n d to b u i l d t h e F i r s t Presbyter ian frame church in
Wilson; the F i r s t B a p t i s t Church; and t h e Methodist-Episcopal Church at N o r t h Ridge.
Lu ther W i l s o n , who was s a i d to be l o v e and respec ted by a l l , d i e d a t Wilson in
1890 at the age of 92 and was i n t e r r e d in Greenwood Cemetery.

FIRST BAPTIST FRAME CHURCH
OF WILSON

O r g a n i z e d October 2 3 , 1834



EXPANSION OF THE VILLAGE

When Reuben W i l s o n b u i l t h i s home at t h e w e s t end of Young S t r e e t in 1818,
m o s t of t h e a c t i v i t y in t h e community cen te red around h i s saw m i l l and g r i s t m i l l .
I n 1824 h e b u i l t a f rame house around t h e o r i g i n a l l o g d w e l l i n g where people c o u l d
p i c k u p t h e i r m a i l and t r a d e i n h i s s t o r e .

I n 1827, L u t h e r and Reuben l a i d o u t t h e fi r s t t i e r o f l o t s a l o n g t h e n o r t h
s i d e o f Young S t r e e t between Lake S t r e e t and t h e c reek . The sou theas t s e c t i o n s
o f t h e hamle t w e r e l a i d o u t on l ands owned by Andrew B r o w n , S imon She ldon and John
Onderdonk. Andrew Brown s o l d o f f a l l h i s f r o n t a g e on t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r of l o t
No. 90 , townsh ip 1 5 , range 7, e x c e p t f o r t h e p o r t i o n on wh ich he l i v e d .

Simon She ldon had h i s l a n d o n t h e n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r o f l o t n o . 8 , townsh ip
1 5 , r a n g e 8, surveyed i n t o l o t s by W i l l i a m Woods. John Onderdonk, who came to
Wi l son in 1850, purchased a l o t on l o t n o . 9 1 , township 1 5 , range 8, bounded on
t h e w e s t by Townl ine Road (Lake S t r e e t ) , and on t h e s o u t h by Youngstown Road.
H e q u i c k l y s o l d o f f a l l o f i t and t h e n moved t o A l b i o n i n O r l e a n s C o u n t y.

The V i l l a g e rece ived i t s i n i t i a l t h r u s t , however, by L u t h e r W i l s o n who was
responsible f o r many of i t s e a r l y improvements. In 1842, he employed s u r v e y o r
Jesse P. Haines to l a y o f f a p o r t i o n of h i s lands i n t o v i l l a g e l o t s at the southeast
c o r n e r of l o t n o . 9, township 15, range 8 of t h e Ho l l and Land Company s u r v e y.

Th is s e c t i o n was bounded on t h e e a s t by Townl ine Road, (Lake S t r e e t ) ; on the
n o r t h by l and owned by Luman Case; and south to lands owned by Simon Sheldon. A
map o f t h i s p l a t was fi l e d i n the County Clerk 's o f fi c e a t L o c k p o r t .

MAIN STREET, VILLAGE OF WILSON c a . 1890

When W i l s o n v i l l a g e was i n c o r p o r a t e d o n May 1 1 , 1858, t h e c o r p o r a t i o n had 416
a c r e s o f l a n d , and boasted t h r e e drygoods s t o r e , t h r e e g r o c e r i e s and s e v e r a l mechanic
shops.
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EXPANSION OF THE VILLAGE (Cont inued)

There were a l s o s e v e r a l l a r g e bus inesses such as Barnum, Wi l son and Company,
manufacturers of t h e p o p u l a r Barnum Plow; t h e J. E. McCarty Lumber Ya r d and P l a n n i n g
M i l l ; t h e F. E. Moore Sash and Door Company and t h e H. San fo rd C o a l Ya r d .

The Wi l son C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e s t o o d o n t h e s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t t o w n h a l l .
I t was a fl o u r i s h i n g schoo l and t h e i m p r e s s i v e cobblestone s t r u c t u r e was e rec ted
w i t h funds f rom many p u b l i c s p i r i t e d men l i k e L u t h e r Wi lson and Simon She ldon,
who donated t h e l a n d f o r t h e s c h o o l .

The o n l y p u b l i c accomodations in t o w n w e r e p r o v i d e d at t h e R icha rd Ches ie r
"Ontario House" h o t e l , a s u b s t a n t i a l cobb les tone b u i l d i n g b u i l t b y Reuben and L u t h e r
Wi l son on t h e southwest c o r n e r of Young and Lake S t r e e t s .

The fi r s t comp le te map o f t h e v i l l a g e was made by s u r v e y o r E l d e r V. W. Dox
in 1889, and c o p i e s w e r e fi l e d in t h e S t a t e Compt ro l le r ' s O f fi c e , t h e N iagara County
Clerk 's o f fi c e and V i l l a g e C le rk ' s o f fi c e . The map fi l e d in t h e v i l l a g e was des t royed
b y  fi r e .

The fi r s t o f fi c e r s e lec ted to r u n the v i l l a g e were Lu the r Wi lson, Pres iden t ;
John Hosmer, C le rk ; and L u r i n Wi lson, Reuben F. W i l s o n , Henry McChesney, and W i l l i a m
P, Grout were e lected t r u s t e e s .

In 1901, v i l l a g e reco rds were des t royed by fi r e and t h e r e appears to be no
documents a v a i l a b l e l i s t i n g p u b l i c o f fi c i a l s up to t h a t y e a r . However, t h e 1821‑
78 H i s t o r y of N iagara County l i s t s Oscar S. McChesney as be ing Pres ident at the
t ime the h i s t o r y was publ ished.

I n 1901, F. F. B a r t o n was p r e s i d e n t o f t h e v i l l a g e and h e was f o l l o w e d b y
W. L . D r a p e r , (1902) ; F. F. B a r t o n , ( 1 9 0 4 ) ; E . H . Tu g w e l l , (1905) ; A . O . B o n e s t e e l ,
(1912) ; J . G . W r i g h t , (1915) ; M . B e l l , ( 1 9 1 6 ) ; V. P a r s o n s , ( 1 9 2 0 ) ; and A l l e n
H i n c h c l i f f e , ( 1 9 2 5 ) .

I n 1928, t h e t i t l e o f P r e s i d e n t was changed t o Mayor when A . H . G o t z was e l e c t e d .
H e was fo l l owed b y H . S . S t o c k w e l l , ( 1 9 3 0 ) ; Alexander M c I l r o y , (1932) ; R i c h a r d M .
P a t t e r s o n , (1936); J u l i a n J . L u t z , (1938) ; Rober t J . H o r t o n , (1956); H a r o l d Mosher,
(1969) ; E. Kenneth Welker, ( 1 9 7 6 ) ; J o n S w i c k , ( 1988 ) ; Robe r t R. M a r t i n , (1989) ;
and K. Char les B r a n c h , (1990 ) .

* * * * * * * *

SHE PERSONIFIED HARDY PIONEERS WHO SETTLED IN WILSON

I f you l i v e d in W i l s o n in t h e e a r l y 1930 ' s , y o u m i g h t have had t h e p leasu re
o f knowing Mrs Phoebe S. Campbe l l , 100 y e a r o l d w idow o f C i v i l War Ve t e r a n , N i c h o l a s
Campbe l l , a remarkable l i v i n g example of t h e h a r d y p i o n e e r s t o c k t h a t s e t t l e d t h e
W i l s o n a r e a i n t h e e a r l y 1800's. B o r n a t C l a r k s o n , Monroe County o n June 11 , 1832,
Phoebe S o p h r a n i a B r a d l e y came t o W i l s o n a t t h e a g e o f t e n and s e t t l e d w i t h h e r f a m i l y
on t h e i r Daniels' Road farm.
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SHE PERSONIFIED HARDY PIONEERS WHO SETTLED IN WILSON (Cont inued)

The c o u n t r y was a w i l d e r n e s s a t t h e t i m e and t h e few i n h a b i t a n t s w e r e c o n s t a n t l y
in f e a r of wolves or b e a r . Sometimes a w o l f would jump o v e r t h e hogpen fence and
r u n o f f w i t h one o f h e r fa ther 's p i g s .

She at tended school in a l i t t l e schoolhouse which l a t e r wou ld be known as
D i c t r i c t N o . 5 o n t h e B r a y l e y Road. The c h i l d r e n w e n t t o schoo l b a r e f o o t , and
t h e i r s t u d i e s were s t r i c t l y l i m i t e d t o l e a r n i n g t h e 3 - R 's .

The school was a l s o used f o r church s e r v i c e s and a l l denominations w e r e welcome.
S i n c e t h e r e was n o r e s i d e n t p a s t o r , whoever came t o preach r e c e i v e d such fi n a n c i a l
thanks a s c o u l d b e r a i s e d . The peop le l o v e d t o s i n g and d i d s o w i t h o u t mus ica l
accompaniment e x c e p t f o r an occas iona l mouth o r g a n or Jews H a r p .

The fi r s t t i m e Phoebe saw t h e W i l s o n s e t t l e m e n t t h e r e was l i t t l e e l s e a t t h e
f o u r c o r n e r s b u t a t a v e r n , shoemaker shop , g r o c e r y s t o r e and p o s t o f fi c e . The
p o s t o f fi c e was seldom used because i t c o s t 2 5 c e n t s t o m a i l a l e t t e r o u t - o f - s t a t e .
I n c o n t r a s t , a good h i r e d g i r l c o u l d b e had f o r $ 1 a week , and t h e b e s t f a r m hand
cou ld be h i r e d f o r $13 a month.

I t was a rough l i f e f o r a young g i r l growing u p i n the w i l d e r n e s s . There
were n o doctors i n the v i c i n i t y and when people became i l l they had t o doc to r them‑
selves or r e l y on t h e i r ne ighbors .

There were some l i g h t e r moments, howeve r, and Phoebe looked forward to t h e
square dance p a r t i e s t h a t were h e l d at v a r i o u s homes where young and o l d attended
toge the r. On o the r occasions h e r f o l k s would "yoke up the oxen”, ga the r up the
neighbors and a l l go v i s i t i n g .

Peop le l i k e d t o " d o l l up" t h e n a s much a s t h e y d o today b u t powder, l i p s t i c k ,
r o u g e and c u r l i n g i r o n s were unknown. Sometimes a l i t t l e r i c e fl o u r m i g h t be used
on t h e f a c e , b u t if y o u r h a i r wasn't c u r l y , y o u were o u t of l u c k .

Dresses were made f r o m homespun m a t e r i a l s co lo red w i t h w h i t e oak b a r k o r b l u e
dye p o t , and s t o c k i n g s were a l s o homemade. The n i c e s t d r e s s she e v e r owned was
a b l a c k cashmere w o r n w i t h a v e l v e t basque w h i c h she purchased in L o c k p o r t . She
was t w e n t y - fi v e y e a r s o l d b e f o r e she made h e r fi r s t c o a t - - u p t i l l t h e n she always
w o r e a shawl .

Phoebe was 1 9 when she m a r r i e d N i c h o l a s Campbe l l and t h e y h a d t h r e e s o n s ,
W i l l i a m , James and D a n i e l . D u r i n g t h e C i v i l War h e served w i t h B a t t e r y M , F i r s t
New Yo r k L i g h t A r t i l l e r y , a l s o w i t h t h e Second Mounted R i fl e s .

H e r e t u r n e d f r o m t h e war d i s a b l e d and t h e s e w e r e t r y i n g t i m e s f o r h i s w i f e
and c h i l d r e n who had to do t h e w o r k . Ne ighbors wou ld sometimes h e l p o u t and draw
o v e r l o g s wh ich she and t h e c h i l d r e n s p l i t i n t o fi r e w o o d . I t t o o k them one day
t o g e t enough fi r e w o o d f o r t w o weeks.

There was v e r y l i t t l e t r a v e l and everyone wa lked more t h a n t h e y r o d e . D u r i n g
h e r l i f e t i m e she o n l y v i s i t e d B u f f a l o and N i a g a r a F a l l s t w i c e , and h e r husband
n e v e r l i v e d t o see t h e age o f e l e c t r i c i t y o r t h e "horseless car r iage . "
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SHE PERSONIFIED HARDY PIONEERS WHO SETTLED IN WILSON (Cont inued)

Phoebe was j u s t l y p r o u d when she c e l e b r a t e d h e r 100th b i r t h d a y , and she measured
h e r l o n g e v i t y more b y changing cond i t i ons than b y p h y s i c a l change and always s a i d
she f e l t so young someome m u s t have made a mis take in h e r a g e .

F i v e o f h e r g r a n d c h i l d r e n w e r e Faye Campbe l l , M i l f o r d Campbel l , M r s . E s t h e r
A l b r i g h t , M r s . Dora Wakeman and M r s . L u c i l l e K i r c h o f f .

Phoebe's s o n , W i l l i a m had t h r e e c h i l d r e n : D e l b e r t Campbel l , A r c h i e Campbel l ,
and M r s . M i l d r e d (Campbell) B r e c h t .

H e r s o n , James a l s o had f o u r c h i l d r e n : M r s . T i n a (Campbell) Tr u e s d a l e , Frank
Campbel l , and t w i n s , H a r r y and Howard Campbel l .

Son D a n i e l had fi v e c h i l d r e n : Faye Campbel l , M i l f o r d Campbel l , M r s . E s t h e r
(Campbell) A l b r i g h t , Mrs . Dora (Campbell) Wakeman and M r s . L u c i l l e (Campbell)
K i r c h o f f .

De lbe r t Campbel l , s o n of W i l l i a m , had t w o c h i l d r e n , M r s . Mabel (Campbell)
Burrows and Mrs . Florence (Campbell) Maeh l .

* * * * * * * *

LAND OF COBBLESTONES

The Lake O n t a r i o p l a i n ex tends 70 m i l e s e a s t and w e s t o f Roches te r, New Yo r k ,
and has t h e u n i q u e d i s t i n c t i o n of b e i n g known as "The Land of Cobblestones".

F o r thousands of y e a r s , t h i s p l a i n o n c e formed t h e bed of o l d Lake I r o q u o i s
w i t h i t s sou thern sho re e x t e n d i n g t o t h e R i d g e o v e r w h i c h r o u t e 104 now w i n d s . A s
t h e w a t e r s receeded t o t h e i r p r e s e n t s h o r e l i n e , t h e lake 's waves produced g r e a t
q u a n t i t i e s o f smooth, rounded cobb les tones , c o v e r i n g t h e p l a i n on wh ich f u t u r e
s e t t l e r s wou ld b u i l d t h e i r homes.

The cobblestones w e r e a n u i s a n c e to t h e fa rmers who c l e a r e d them f r o m t h e i r
fi e l d s , b u t i t was t h e masons who l o s t t h e i r j o b s when t h e E r i e Cana l was completed
i n 1825, who saw t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e cobb les and s t a r t e d t o b u i l d permanent
homes f o r t h e s e t t l e r s .

The p e r i o d of cobblestone masonry began about t h a t t i m e and con t inued u n t i l
t h e end o f t h e C i v i l War i n 1865.

A s b u i l d i n g o f t h e many d i f f e r e n t s t r u c t u r e s developed, m i x i n g o f t h e m o r t a r
and shap ing o f t h e sand and l i m e j o i n t s became a c a r e f u l l y guarded t r a d e s e c r e t .
I t was s a i d t h a t many masons were j e a l o u s of t h e i r f o rmu la and wouldn't p e r m i t
anyone to watch them as t h e y worked .
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LAND OF COBBLESTONES ( C o n t i n u e d )

A s t h e y p e r f e c t e d t h e i r c r a f t , t h e r e was a tendency t o u s e s m a l l e r s t o n e s ,
and m o r t a r j o i n t s w e r e embe l l i shed w i t h p r o j e c t i n g "v'"'s or p y r a m i d s . S tones o f
v a r i o u s s i z e s and c o l o r s w e r e used f o r s p e c i a l e f f e c t s , and t h e h e r r i n g b o n e
p a t t e r n was dev ised b y u s i n g s m a l l o v a l shaped s t o n e s . H o w e v e r, s i n c e m o r e o f
t h e methods used w e r e n o t r e c o r d e d , t h e mason's t r a d e s e c r e t s d i e d w i t h them.

The t y p i c a l cobblestone w a l l was u s u a l l y 18 i n c h e s or more t h i c k , and made
o f l a r g e s t o n e s i n a v a r i e t y o f s i z e s . G e n e r a l l y , o n l y t h e o u t e r f a c i n g o r f r o n t
w a l l was const ruc ted f r o m s m a l l e r s t o n e s o f u n i f o r m s i z e . These w e r e o b t a i n e d
b y c a r e f u l l y g r a d i n g t h e cobb les t o t h e s i z e wanted b y p a s s i n g them t h r o u g h i r o n
r i n g s o r h o l e s c u t i n b o a r d s .

The c o r n e r s o f t h e b u i l d i n g s w e r e formed b y u s i n g l a r g e , smooth, s q u a r e ‑
cornered s t o n e s c a l l e d "quo ins" , w i t h t h e t h i c k n e s s of t h e cobblestone f a c i n g
determined by t h e th i ckness of t h e "quo ins" . " L i n t e l s " w e r e t h e h o r i z o n t a l c r o s s ‑
p i e c e s o v e r t h e doors and windows t h a t c a r r i e d t h e w e i g h t o f t h e s t r u c t u r e above
them.

The masons w e r e v e r y c a r e f u l i n t h e i r c h o i c e o f sand and l i m e , and t h e h i g h
q u a l i t y of t h e m o r t a r used was p r o b a b l y t h e b e s t guarded s e c r e t o f a cobblestone
w a l l . T h i s is b o r n o u t by t h e s t r u c t u r e s themselves, as many of them a r e as s t u r d y
today a s they were when fi r s t b u i l t .

There a re e i g h t o u t s t a n d i n g examples o f cobblestone a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the town
of Wi lson as w e l l as fi v e fi e l d s t o n e houses--more than any o t h e r t o w n in Western
New York .

LUTHER AND REUBEN F. WILSON HOME
B u i l t in 1844 on s i t e of fi r s t schoolhouse in V i l l a g e
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LAND OF COBBLESTONES (Cont inued)

One of t h e bes t known cobblestone houses in t h e V i l l a g e is t h e Wi l son House,
t h e residence of Lu the r W i l s o n , s o n of t h e town's f o u n d e r, Reuben W i l s o n . I t
is s e t on t h e V i l l a g e f o u r c o r n e r s and is b u i l t of water-washed cobbles w i t h g r e y
l imestone l i n t e l s , s i l l s and q u o i n s . The re is a c i r c u l a r s t a i r c a s e i n s i d e and
some of t h e windows and doorways have t h e o r i g i n a l t r i m .

In l a t e r y e a r s it was purchased by a g r o u p of Wi l son businessmen and named
t h e "Wilsonian Club". B o w l i n g a l l e y s w e r e b u i l t in t h e basement and t h e second
fl o o r was used f o r dances. In 1947, t h e W i l s o n House was t u r n e d i n t o a b a r and
g r i l l , and has ope ra ted as a r e s t a u r a n t and h o t e l unde r s e v e r a l managements to
t h e p r e s e n t d a y.

There were a l s o s e v e r a l o t h e r cobb les tone s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t in t h e V i l l a g e
t h a t no l o n g e r e x i s t . The P e t t i t S t r e e t Grammar S c h o o l , t h e O n t a r i o H o t e l and
t h e W i l s o n C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e , f o r example.

* * * * * * * *
One o f t h e m o s t e l a b o r a t e houses , a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , was t h e Morgan House o n

r o u t e 425 j u s t south o f the V i l l a g e . Th i s house i s noted f o r i t s unusual recessed
c e n t e r e n t r a n c e , approached by l imestone s t e p s flanked by recumbent s t o n e consoles
t h a t a c t a s low r a i l i n g s . Two s t o n e columns, each i n one p i e c e w i t h c i r c u l a r
D o r i c caps, h e l p s u p p o r t the mass ive s t o n e l i n t e l and s t o n e c o r n i c e . The windows
r e t a i n the o r i g i n a l sma l l paned wood sash.

The c e n t e r ha l lway is flanked by l a r g e l i v i n g rooms, b u t t h e most unusual
f e a t u r e i s the c i r c u l a r s t a i r c a s e centered i n t h e h a l l . A one s t o r y w i n g , o r i g i n a l l y
a se rv i ce w i n g , extends to t h e r e a r .

A 500 pound anchor l o s t f r o m t h e F r a n k l i n P i e r c e d u r i n g a s t o r m o f f t o w n l i n e
p i e r in 1897, s e t s by t h e southwest c o r n e r of t h e house , g i v i n g t h e p r o p e r t y t h e
name "Anchor Farm."

k * * * * * * *

The W i l l i a m Woodcock House was b u i l t on C h e s t n u t Road in E a s t W i l son in 1835.
S t o n e s f o r t h e s t r u c t u r e w e r e b r o u g h t b y wagon o v e r t r a i l s c u t t h r o u g h t h e woods.
When b u i l t , i t had fi r e p l a c e s o n b o t h t h e n o r t h and w e s t s i d e .

* * * * * * * *
The A d r i a n c e house was b u i l t o f fi e l d s t o n e s c a . 1835 f o r a M r . Thomas A d r i a n c e ,

and i s one o f t h e m o r e a t t r a c t i v e fi e l d s t o n e s t r u c t u r e s . I t i s o n Beebe Road.

* * * * * * & *
Another fi e l d s t o n e t y p e house i s t h e Jesse S m i t h home b u i l t o n Maple Road

i n 1833. The s t o n e s used i n t h e f a c i n g a r e E n g l i s h c u t w i t h t h e fl a t s i d e exposed
o n t h e o u t e r w a l l s . They a r e about f o u r i n c h e s h i g h and l a i d i n a manner s i m i l a r
t o cobblestone c o n s t r u c t i o n .
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LAND OF COBBLESTONES (Cont inued)

The woodwork in t h e Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e house is mass ive in t h e cus tom of
t h a t p e r i o d and v a r i e s f r o m room t o r o o m .

* % * * * * * *
The W i l l i a m Wi l son House a t 2804 Maple Road was b u i l t i n 1861. I t a l s o i s

o f E n g l i s h c u t s t o n e w i t h t h e fi e l d s t o n e s c u t i n t w o and t h e fl a t s ides used f o r
f a c i n g . S t o n e s f o r t h i s b e a u t i f u l o l d home w e r e drawn f r o m Lake O n t a r i o b y wagons
and t e a m s .

* * * * * * * *
The James Morse home, b u i l t a t 2773 Maple Road, was e rec ted in 1845, and

f e a t u r e s t h e t y p i c a l f a r m house p l a n o f We s t e r n New Yo r k .

W a l l s a r e faced w i t h g r e y and brown c o b b l e s t o n e s , and t h e c o r n i c e i s Greek
R e v i v a l i n s t y l e . The head o f t h e windows show t h e change o f t a s t e i n t h e 1840's
and windows a r e capped w i t h s t o n e l a b e l m o l d i n g s o f E n g l i s h G o t h i c . They were
fash ioned in L o c k p o r t and drawn t h e r e f o r t e n d o l l a r s each.

* * x * * k * *
The E x l e y House at 2546 Maple Road is a l s o of fi e l d s t o n e construct ion w i t h

i t s corner quoins s tand ing o u t i n sharp c o n t r a s t . O r i g i n a l l y there were 2 1 rooms
in the house, b u t t h i r t e e n were removed ove r t he years w i t h e i g h t rema in i ng .

* * x * * * * *
The C l i n t o n P e t t i t House a t 2471 Maple Road was b u i l t i n 1835. I t i s b u i l t

o f v a r i o u s s i z e fi e l d s t o n e cobbles o f d i f f e r e n t s i zes and c o l o r s . The simple
Greek R e v i v a l farmhouse h a s g r e y l i m e s t o n e q u o i n s , window s i l l s and l i n t e l s .

x * * * * * * *

The J . W h i t l o c k home o n Maple Road i s a b e a u t i f u l l y r e s t o r e d cobblestone
house b u i l t in 1835. It is separated f r o m t h e r o a d by a d r y - w a l l s t o n e w a l l .

The m a i n e n t r a n c e f e a t u r e s a p a i r o f D o r i c columns and t h e house h a s e l a b o r a t e
architectural t r i m . The g r i l l e s o v e r t h e b e l l y windows in t h e c o r n i c e a r e wood,
wh ich  is  unusua l .

The cobbles a r e water-washed s t o n e s , m a i n l y brown and g r e y , and s l i g h t l y
smal le r o n t h e f r o n t w a l l t h a n o n t h e s i d e s . The c u t s t o n e i s g r e y l i m e s t o n e .

* * * * * * * *
The Case Homestead on Lake S t r e e t was b u i l t c a . 1835 f r o m lake-washed cobbles

of v a r i o u s c o l o r s . The q u o i n s a r e r e d sandstone and t h e l i n t e l s and s i l l s a r e
a l s o made f r o m r e d sandstone.

The f r o n t e n t r a n c e opens i n t o a t y p i c a l C o l o n i a l c e n t e r h a l l flanked b y a
l i v i n g r o o m o n t h e r i g h t and l e f t . B o t h have i n t e r e s t i n g mantels o n t h e fi r e p l a c e s .
The d e e p - s i l l e d windows a r e ev idence o f t h e 2 0 i n c h t h i c k w a l l s . The house i s
pat terned a f t e r t h e Dutch C o l o n i a l style.



THE LAND OF COBBLESTONES (Cont inued)

The t w e l f t h and l a s t house i n t h e Town o f W i l s o n i s t h e A i k e n House o n Beebe
Road and was b u i l t i n 1841. I t has a n unusua l p a t t e r n o f r i b b e d fi e l d s t o n e c o n ‑
s t r u c t i o n w i t h t h e l a r g e r s t o n e s o n t h e back and s i d e s . The o r i g i n a l house has
a l a r g e fi r e p l a c e and o v e n b u i l t i n .

* * * * * * * *
Another house which was n o t i n c l u d e d in Wilson's "Cobblestone T r a i l " , s e t s

a t t h e v e r y s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r o f t h e Town about o n e - q u a r t e r m i l e n o r t h o f Warrens
Corne rs .

T h i s fi e l d cobble house , known a s t h e Capen Home, s e t s i n t h e Town o f W i l s o n ,
b u t t h e fa rm l i e s i n t h e f o u r t o w n s o f W i l s o n , Newfane, Cambria and L o c k p o r t .

POSTAL SERVICE IN THE TOWN OF WILSON

The fi r s t p o s t o f fi c e in the Town of Wilson was establ ished at the home of
Reuben Wi lson on West Young S t r e e t in 1824. He was confirmed as Postmaster on
December 4, 1824 and h i s s o n , L u t h e r , ac ted as h i s depu ty.

Dan ie l Holmes was the fi r s t m a i l c a r r i e r and h i s r o u t e extended f rom O l c o t t
to Youngstown. In 1825, h i s twelve year o l d s o n , R i cha rd , was g i v e n spec ia l
pe rm iss ion by the Postmaster Genera l to c a r r y m a i l o v e r t h a t r o u t e by horseback
each week. It is presumed t h a t these t r i p s w e r e p a r t of t h e area's "Pony Express"
and l a s t e d about fi v e o r s i x y e a r s .

Be fo re 1855, l e t t e r s c o u l d b e s e n t p r e p a i d o r c o l l e c t and s t o r i e s have been
handed down how persons r e c e i v i n g m a i l wou ld o f t e n t r y t o de te rm ine whether t h e
c o n t e n t s war ran ted p a y i n g t h e p o s t a g e . D u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d i t c o s t s i x c e n t s to
send a l e t t e r t h i r t y m i l e s and t w e n t y - fi v e c e n t s t o send one 450 m i l e s o r o v e r .

W i t h passage of t h e P o s t a l A c t of 1855, a l l i n l a n d p o s t a g e had to be p r e p a i d
a t t h e r a t e o f 3 c e n t s u p t o 3,000 m i l e s and 1 0 c e n t s f o r a l l d e s t i n a t i o n s o v e r
t h a t .

I n t h e l a t e 1800's , m a i l was b r o u g h t t o W i l s o n v i a t h e L o c k p o r t - W i l s o n s t a g e ‑
coach l i n e . The d r i v e r c a r r i e d a l o n g t i n h o r n w i t h h i m , and i f c a r r y i n g m a i l
f o r someone a l o n g h i s r o u t e , he 'd b l o w it as he passed by t h e i r house so they 'd
know t h e r e would b e m a i l f o r them a t t h e P o s t O f fi c e . One o f these horns i s o n
e x h i b i t a t t h e Wi l son Musium and was donated b y Mabe l Wi l son who knew how t h e y
were  used .

I n 1876, when t h e fi r s t t r a i n s began t o r o l l though Wi l son o n t h e Rome, Wa t e r ‑
t o w n and Ogdensburg r a i l r o a d , some m a i l was b r o u g h t f r o m Rochester and N i a g a r a
F a l l s . The mai lbags were p i c k e d u p a t t h e depo t b y a number o f pe rsons i n c l u d i n g
F r e d F a e r y , A d e l b e r t Mudge, Edward M o o r e , F r e d Mudge and C l a y t o n S t o c k w e l l .
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When r a i l s e r v i c e was d i s c o n t i n u e d i n 1932, t h e m a i l was d e l i v e r e d b y t r u c k
f r o m N i a g a r a F a l l s . T h i s s e r v i c e was known a s t h e "Star Route", and t w o t r i p s
were made each d a y. The same method is used to t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , b u t Saturday
a f t e r n o o n p i c k - u p s w e r e d i s c o n t i n u e d when t h e P o s t O f fi c e c l o s e d a t n o o n .

W I L G O N| POST- OFFICE 3 a m

WILSON POST OFFICE ( c a . 1910)
In p i c t u r e - J i m S m a l l , B i l l Kruske, Elmer Johnson and Clarence Johnson

In 1890, t h e p o s t o f fi c e department i s s u e d t h e fi r s t g o v e r n m e n t stamped p o s t
ca rds p r i n t e d in d i f f e r e n t c o l o r s . They s o o n became known as "penny postcards"
and a r e s t i l l i s sued t o d a y, b u t t h e p r i c e i s now 17 c e n t s p e r ca rd .

In 1899, t h e fi r s t stamped envelopes w e r e i s s u e d and twe lve i ssues of commen‑
o r a t i v e w e r e p r i n t e d each y e a r showing h i s t o r i c s c e n e s , p r o m i n e n t p e r s o n a l i t i e s
o r deceased P r e s i d e n t s .

The W i l s o n P o s t O f fi c e has been robbed t w i c e - - o n c e i n 1892 when $150 was
taken and a g a i n in 1915, when Sam I s d e l l ' s h o r s e was s t o l e n f o r t h e "get-a-way".
The robbers escaped, b u t Sam's h o r s e knew t h e way home.

When Elmer Johnson was a p p o i n t e d Pos tmas te r in 1897, t h e p o s t o f fi c e was
moved i n t o h i s d r u g s t o r e o n t h e p r e s e n t s i t e o f Ok ie 's Pharmacy. W i t h t h e h e l p
o f h i s s o n , C l a r e n c e , t h e s t o r e and p o s t o f fi c e w e r e opera ted u n t i l 1901 when
t h e e n t i r e b l o c k burned t o t h e g r o u n d . The P o s t O f fi c e was r e b u i l t b y John M o u l
and f o r many y e a r s was a f a m i l i a r s i g h t o n Young S t r e e t j u s t e a s t o f and a d j o i n i n g
t h e o l d Hub H o t e l . On Janua ry 2 , 1980, t h e "Hub" burned down t a k i n g t h e P o s t
O f fi c e w i t h i t , and t e m p o r a r y q u a r t e r s w e r e s e t u p i n a shop a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t .
W i l s o n fi n a l l y r e c e i v e d i t s l o n g a w a i t e d new P o s t O f fi c e when t h e g o v e r n m e n t b u i l t
one at t h e c o r n e r of Seminary and McChesney S t r e e t and d e d i c a t e d it in A p r i l ,
1981.
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In 1898, t h e l a t e Fred F a e r y bought t h e second s t a g e r o u t e f r o m Wi l son to
L o c k p o r t . M a i l d e l i v e r y by stagecoach, however, was d iscont inued a f t e r 1901 when
t h e p o s t o f fi c e depar tment inaugura ted i t s new r u r a l f r e e d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e . I t
was a l s o in 1898 t h a t pens ione rs were a l l owed to cash checks or vouchers a t any
p o s t o f fi c e f r o m funds made a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e s a l e o f money o r d e r s . Th is . was
done as a convenience to r e s i d e n t s as t h e r e w e r e no bank ing f a c i l i t i e s in Wi l son
a t  t h a t  t i m e .

The r u r a l f r e e d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e s t a r t e d when E l m e r A . Johnson was P o s t m a s t e r .
There w e r e t w o r o u t e s c o v e r i n g a d i s t a n c e o f 2 3 m i l e s . One r o u t e was s e r v i c e d
b y John S m a l l and t h e o t h e r b y W i l l i a m K r u s k e . D e l i v e r i e s w e r e made b y h o r s e
and b u g g y, or c u t t e r , depending on t h e w e a t h e r .

R u r a l r o u t e s i n W i l s o n w e r e c u t f r o m t w o t o one w h i l e P o s t m a s t e r J u s t u s W.
H a c k e t t was i n o f fi c e . I n a d d i t i o n , s i x m o r e m i l e s w e r e added t o t h e r e m a i n i n g
r o u t e mak ing a t o t a l o f t w e n t y - n i n e m i l e s . The d i f fi c u l t t a s k o f s e r v i c i n g t h i s
r o u t e f e l l to W i l l i a m K r u s k e . F a y H. Campbell a s s i s t e d h i m w i t h t h e m a i l r u s h
a t C h r i s t m a s , o r fi l l e d i n when M r . Kruske was i l l o r o n v a c a t i o n .

M r . S t a n l e y G i l e s was appo in ted r u r a l c a r r i e r when M r . Kruske r e t i r e d a f t e r
Wor ld War I , and Berna rd M c C l e l l a n d was made s u b s t i t u t e . M r . G i l e s was t h e fi r s t
t o o p e r a t e a c a r w i t h a r i g h t - h a n d d r i v e made e s p e c i a l l y f o r h i s j o b .

P o s t m a s t e r War ren A . Bush was appointed t o s e r v e under P r e s i d e n t Wa r r e n G .
H a r d i n g and i t was d u r i n g h i s t e r m t h a t t h e C i v i l S e r v i c e A c t was passed. T h i s
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a c t r e q u i r e d t h a t a l l f u t u r e f e d e r a l employees m u s t t a k e a w r i t t e n examination
f o r any p o s i t i o n app l ied f o r .

Frank Campbell was confirmed a s P o s t m a s t e r , June 18 , 1934, and h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n
f o r 1 5 y e a r s . H e t o o k a mandato ry r e t i r e m e n t a t t h e age o f 7 0 and was succeeded
b y H a r o l d W . A l b r i g h t .

M r . A l b r i g h t assumed c h a r g e , May 1, 1949, and was confirmed September 15,
1950. H e served t h e W i l s o n communi ty f a i t h f u l l y f o r 2 1 y e a r s u n t i l h i s r e t i r e m e n t
o n June 26 , 1970. D u r i n g t h i s t i m e , S t a n l e y G i l e s d i e d and R o l l i n P h i l l i p s was
appo in ted c a r r i e r w i t h h i s w i f e , R u t h , a s s u b s t i t u t e .

M r . A l b r i g h t , a l o n g w i t h Mayor Rober t H o r t o n , made severa l a t t e m p t s t o g e t
t h e government to b u i l d a new P o s t O f fi c e . N o t h i n g e v e r mater ia l ized- -a l a c k
o f funds b e i n g g i v e n as t h e r e a s o n . I t wou ld be 3 pos tmas te rs and 11 years l a t e r
b e f o r e t h e new P o s t O f fi c e fi n a l l y was b u i l t .

M i s s M i l d r e d Mudge served a s a p o s t a l c l e r k f o r 3 7 y e a r s and o f t e n took M r .
A l b r i g h t ' s p l a c e when h e was i l l o r o n v a c a t i o n . She r e t i r e d J u l y 1 , 1970.

Mrs . Ruth Myers succeeded Haro ld A l b r i g h t and assumed charge June 26, 1970.
She was confirmed January 22, 1972 and r e t i r e d August 13, 1976.

M r. Dean S t o b e r l was confirmed Pos tmas te r on February 12 , 1977, and M i s s
Te r r y Zastrow and M r s . Donna P e t t i t served w i t h him as p o s t a l c l e r k s .

Mr. R o l l i n P h i l l i p s , well-known c a r r i e r and v e t e r a n of World War I l , d ied
in 1976 and was succeeded by h i s w i f e , R u t h , as c a r r i e r . When she r e t i r e d in
1980, she was replaced by Harold "Buzz" Fa rwe l l .

Dean S t o b e r l became i l l and passed a w a y, and i n A p r i l , 1981, W i l s o n n o t o n l y
obta ined a new P o s t m a s t e r , Dona ld R a m s d e l l , b u t a new P o s t O f fi c e a s w e l l .

F o l l o w i n g i s a l i s t o f t h e W i l s o n P o s t m a s t e r s and t h e da tes o n w h i c h t h e y
were confirmed:

Reuben W i l s o n , December 4, 1824; L u t h e r W i l s o n , F e b r u a r y 1 6 , 1843; Reuben
F. W i l s o n , December 30 , 1848; John C. B r o w n , May 3, 1848; George P e t t i t , October 4,
1852; George B . W i l s o n , June 1 8 , 1853; H i ram B . Ta b o r , June 2 , 1855; L u t h e r W i l s o n ,
December 24 , 1859; E z r a S. H o l m e s , M a r c h 2 8 , 1861; D a n i e l H. C r o s b y, March 8,
1862; Luman Case, October 1 5 , 1868; S i l a s G o r d o n , J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1870; Luman C a s e ,
F e b r u a r y 1 , 1870; John W. B a r g e r , J a n u a r y 9 , 1872; A r t h u r B a r g e r , December 2 7 ,
1880; James H . P a t t e r s o n , September 2 9 , 1885; Reuben F . W i l s o n , J u l y 3 , 1888;
Ly n f o r d D . L e Va n , May 28 , 1889; James L . B u r g e s s , J u l y 8 , 1893; Elmer A . Johnson ,
June 2 5 , 1897; P e r r i n C . B a i l e y , March 2 , 1909; Elmer A . J o h n s o n , J a n u a r y 20 ,
1910; J u s t u s W . H a c k e t t , F e b r u a r y 2 5 , 1914; E l i z a b e t h H a r r i n g t o n , A u g u s t 8 , 1919;
War ren A. Bush, J a n u a r y 2 1 , 1922; Frank M. Campbell , June 1 8 , 1934; Haro ld W.
A l b r i g h t , September 1 5 , 1950; Ru th M y e r s , J a n u a r y 2 2 , 1972; Dean S t o b e r l , F e b r u a r y
1 2 , 1977; Donald R a m s d e l l , A p r i l , 1981 a n d N a n c y B e r r y m a n , A p r i l , 1990.

From t h e mid 1800's to t h e e a r l y 1900 's , t h e r e were a l s o P o s t O f fi c e s in
o t h e r a r e a s o f t h e Town bes ides t h e V i l l a g e . These o f fi c e s were g e n e r a l l y l o c a t e d
i n t h e homes o f t h e P o s t m a s t e r . 2 3
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The East W i l son Pos t O f fi c e was es tab l i shed in 1856 and the fi r s t Postmaster
was D. H. Sweet . The o f fi c e was t e m p o r a r i l y d iscon t inued on J u l y 1 3 , 1871, b u t
was back i n o p e r a t i o n one month l a t e r .

S e r v i c e to t h e E a s t W i l s o n o f fi c e was c losed on November 15 , 1901, and t h e
m a i l was inc luded w i t h Lockpo r t .

Postmasters at E a s t Wi l son w e r e : D. H. Sweet , June 14 , 1856; Joseph B u l l ,
February 20, 1862; Aaron Beebe, June 24 , 1863; Susan L. Schouten, August 4 , 1871;
Wes Quas, A p r i l 3 , 1872; and H e r b e r t S t o c k w e l l , Janua ry 5 , 1874.

The South Wi l son P o s t O f fi c e was l o c a t e d i n t h e home o f t h e l a t e Herman T h i l k
on Chestnut Road, and was a l s o a s t o p f o r t h e Lockpo r t -W i l son stagecoach l i n e .

The fi r s t Postmaster was M i c a h Anderson who was a p p o i n t e d in 1849 and t h e
o f fi c e c l o s e d i n 1901 d u r i n g t h e t e r m o f Mary C . B a y l i s w i t h t h e m a i l b e i n g i n c l u d e d
w i t h Ransomvi le.

Postmaster appo in tmen ts a t Sou th Wi l son w e r e : M icah Anderson, June 26, 1849;
John Morse, J u l y 29, 1853; August S w i c k , Augus t 1 7 , 1854; E l r y R a n d a l l , January 1 3 ,
1857; Marcus F. C o l t , March 19, 1861; Mathias Cover, March 4 , 1865; George G a s k i l l ,
September 1, 1871; DeLoss Nelson, January 14, 1875; Edward O l i v e r , A p r i l 23, 1883;
and Mary C . B a y l i s , J u l y 1 , 1896.

The Maple Road Post O f fi c e opened in 1867 w i t h Guy W. Loomis as Postmaster.
The o f fi c e con t inued in o p e r a t i o n u n t i l 1901 when m a i l de l i ve red there was inc luded
w i t h Wilson's.

The l a s t Postmaster f o r the Maple S t r e e t Pos t O f fi c e was John C. M i l l e r ,
whose d a u g h t e r , M a b l e , has a cupboard i n h e r k i t c h e n t h a t o n c e con ta ined t h e "Pigeon‑
holes" used t o s o r t o u t m a i l f o r a r e a b o x h o l d e r s . T h e i r home was n e v e r l ocked s o
anyone w i s h i n g t o p i c k u p t h e i r m a i l c o u l d always d o s o b y j u s t w a l k i n g i n t o t h e
kitchen and h e l p i n g themselves.

Postmasters f o r t h e Maple S t r e e t Pos t O f fi c e were: Guy W. Loomis , June 14,
1867; S i l a s Gordon, February 1, 1870; L u c y E. Loomis , May 25, 1871; Herman Green ,
June 11 , 1874; Jacob T r e i c h l e r , December 3 0 , 1874; I s a a c S m i t h , January 31, 1876;
Wa l t e r Hayne, August 29 , 1882; John J . Cush ing , Janua ry 21, 1886; I s a a c Smi th ,
September 9, 1886; John J. C u s h i n g , J u l y 1 7 , 1896; and John C. M i l l e r , March 14 ,
1 8 9 9 ,

The N o r t h W i l s o n P o s t O f fi c e i n t h e n o r t h e a s t p o r t i o n o f t h e Town , was opened
i n 1855 w i t h Emulus S t a c y a s i t s fi r s t a p p o i n t e d P o s t m a s t e r. The o f fi c e was d i s ‑
con t inued o n December 27, 1859, b u t r e - e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1876 b y G e r r e t G i f f o r d ,
n e w l y a p p o i n t e d P o s t m a s t e r. I n 1901, i t was a g a i n c l o s e d a l o n g w i t h o t h e r r u r a l
p o s t o f fi c e s i n t h e Town o f W i l s o n .

Postmasters who se rved t h e N o r t h W i l s o n community w e r e : Emulus S t a c y, June 20,
1855; G e r r e t G i f f o r d , 1876; M a r t i n Atwood, 1879; Anna Wood, 1898; and I s m a e l J .
P e r k i n s , 1901.
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( I n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h i s i t e m was compi led f r o m m a t e r i a l submit ted b y H a r o l d
W. A l b r i g h t , f o r m e r W i l s o n P o s t m a s t e r ; A Souveni r H i s t o r y o f N i a g a r a C o u n t y b y
W i l l i a m H. Holmes; and t h e N a t i o n a l Arch ives and Records S e r v i c e Admin is t ra t ion
at Wash ing ton , D. C . )

WILSON'S "PONY EXPRESS"

Long b e f o r e t h e f a b l e d "Pony Express" r i d e r s of t h e O l d West c a r r i e d m a i l
o v e r t h e W e s t e r n P l a i n s , W i l s o n had i t s own "Pony Express" r i d e r , R ichard Holmes.

In 1824, a l t h o u g h o n l y a boy o f t w e l v e , he r e c e i v e d s p e c i a l pe rm iss ion f r o m
t h e P o s t m a s t e r General t o c a r r y m a i l b y horseback a n d , o n c e a week, would r i d e
t h e r o u t e f r om O l c o t t to W i l s o n to Youngs town.

D u r i n g t h e n e x t t h i r t y y e a r s , l e t t e r s d e l i v e r e d b y t h e P o s t a l S e r v i c e were
s e n t e i t h e r "prepaid" or " co l l ec t " a n d , a c c o r d i n g to s t o r i e s handed down, those
who received "col lect" m a i l would o f t e n t r y to de te rm ine t h e c o n t e n t s b e f o r e p a y i n g
the p o s t a g e due.

A t the t i m e , a l e t t e r cou ld b e s e n t t h i r t y m i l e s f o r s i x c e n t s and, i f i t
was del ivered 450 m i l e s o r o v e r , t h e charge was t w e n t y - fi v e c e n t s . A U . S . Pos ta l
Act o f 1855 di rec ted t h a t a l l i n l a n d pos tage should be prepa id at t h r e e c e n t s
f o r up to 3,000 m i l e s , and a t e n c e n t charge was made f o r a l l l e t t e r s del ivered
o v e r t h a t d i s t a n c e .

Up to abou t 1875, m a i l was b r o u g h t t o W i l s o n v i a t h e Lockpo r t -W i l son Stagecoach
L i n e , and a n i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y was t o l d b y t h e l a t e Mabel W i l s o n which revealed
how r e s i d e n t s m i g h t know when a l e t t e r would b e w a i t i n g f o r them a t t h e P o s t O f fi c e .

The stagecoach d r i v e r , when p a s s i n g a person's h o u s e , would b l o w on h i s l o n g
t rumpe t - l i ke h o r n to a l e r t t h e homeowner the re would be m a i l f o r h i m a t t h e Pos t
O f fi c e . One of those h o r n s used by t h e stagecoach d r i v e r is c u r r e n t l y on e x h i b i t
at t h e W i l s o n Museum.

M a i l was de l i ve red by stagecoach to t h e o u t l y i n g a r e a s in t o w n up to 1901,
when t h e P o s t O f fi c e s a t E a s t W i l s o n , South W i l s o n , Maple S t r e e t , and N o r t h W i l s o n
were  c l osed .

They were rep laced by r u r a l f r e e d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e wh i ch was s t a r t e d in t h e
Town of Wi lson .under P o s t m a s t e r E l m e r Johnson. The fi r s t t w o r o u t e s covered t w e n t y ‑
t h r e e m i l e s and w e r e s e r v i c e d w i t h h o r s e and buggy b y c a r r i e r s John S m a l l and
W i l l i a m Kruske .

In 1876, t h e Rome, Wa t e r t o w n and Ogdensburg R a i l r o a d was completed t h r o u g h
W i l s o n and passenger t r a i n s began to b r i n g in m a i l f r o m Roches te r and N i a g a r a
F a l l s .

B o t h passengers and m a i l w e r e b r o u g h t f r o m t h e depo t to t h e V i l l a g e by h o r s e
and c a r r i a g e , and some o f t h e men who d r o v e w e r e Fred F a e r y , F red Mudge, C l a y t o n
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S t o c k w e l l , Edward Moore and Adelber t Mudge. M a i l s e r v i c e by r a i l was d iscont inued
i n 1932 and d e l i v e r i e s were then made b y t r u c k f r o m Niagara F a l l s v i a Model C i t y
and R a n s o m v i l l e , t e r m i n a t i n g i n W i l s o n .

I n 1890, t h e Pos t O f fi c e came o u t w i t h i t s fi r s t p r i n t e d stamped cards which
s o o n became known a s penny p o s t c a r d s , and i n 1899, t h e fi r s t stamped envelopes were
i n t r o d u c e d t o t h e p u b l i c .

T h i r t y Postmasters have se rved t h e V i l l a g e of Wi l son s i n c e Reuben Wi l son was
fi r s t appo in ted in 1824. The l o n g e s t to s e r v e was Pos tmas te r H a r o l d A l b r i g h t who
h e l d t h e o f fi c e f o r 2 1 y e a r s f r o m 1950 t o 1972.

The W i l s o n P o s t O f fi c e was fi r s t l o c a t e d in Reuben Wilson's home on West Young
S t r e e t and may have changed l o c a t i o n s e v e r a l t i m e s a s new p o s t m a s t e r s were a p p o i n t e d .

I n 1897 i t was e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e d r u g s t o r e owned b y Elmer Johnson, (now Okie's
Pharmacy) b u t a f t e r t h e d i s a s t r o u s fi r e o f 1901, t h e P o s t O f fi c e was r e b u i l t n e x t
t o t h e Hub H o t e l .

He re f o r n e a r l y e i g h t y y e a r s , t h e p o s t o f fi c e served t h e V i l l a g e r e s i d e n t s
and business community, b u t when t h e Hub H o t e l burned in J a n u a r y, 1980, it was
moved to temporary q u a r t e r s across the s t r e e t . In the 1980's Wi lson had a modern
new Post O f fi c e on the corner of McChesney and Seminary S t r e e t s w i t h Don Ramsdell
of Newfane as i t s congen ia l Postmaster. Nancy Berryman was appointed Postmaster
in A p r i l , 1990, a f t e r Mr. Ramsdell r e t i r e d .

Dur ing the 1800's, there were fi v e Pos t O f fi c e s in the Wilson township. The
one in t h e V i l l a g e was establ ished in 1824 at Reuben Wilson's s t o r e and home on
West Young S t r e e t .

The E a s t Wi l son P o s t O f fi c e was s t a r t e d n e a r t h e c o r n e r o f t h e p r e s e n t Chestnut
and Beebe Roads o n June 14, 1856, and t h e fi r s t p o s t m a s t e r was D . H . Sweet .

Emulus S t a c y was appo in ted Pos tmas te r f o r t h e N o r t h W i l s o n P o s t O f fi c e on
June 20, 1855 and t h i s o f fi c e was l o c a t e d n e a r where t h e R.W. & O . R a i l r o a d l a t e r
c rossed Beebe Road in 1876.

The Maple S t r e e t P o s t O f fi c e opened u p o n June 14, 1867, and Guy W . Loomis
was t h e fi r s t Pos tmas te r a p p o i n t e d . As was t h e c u s t o m in those days , m o s t p o s t
o f fi c e s w e r e l o c a t e d i n t h e homes o f t h e P o s t m a s t e r .

The Sou th W i l s o n P o s t O f fi c e was s t a r t e d June 2 6 , 1849, and Micah Anderson
was t h e fi r s t Pos tmaster. A few y e a r s l a t e r on August 17 , 1854, A u g u s t i n e Swick
became P o s t m a s t e r. We m e n t i o n h i s name because h e was t h e g r e a t - u n c l e o f t h r e e
o f o u r H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y members: Rex S t a c y , Sumner S t a c y and P e a r l S t a c y R o y a l .

x ke *k *& k & x *

SCHOONER DAYS

N o t e : In 1945, Char les Henry J . S n i d e r , e d i t o r o f t h e now d e f u n c t To r o n t o
Telegram, w r o t e a s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s f o r h i s p a p e r c a l l e d , "Schooner Days", in
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which h e made many r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e o l d Wi l son P o r t a s w e l l a s g i v i n g d e s c r i p t i o n s
of t h e 20 schooners r e p o r t e d to have been b u i l t t h e r e .

We a c q u i r e d c o p i e s o f these a r t i c l e s f r o m R i c h a r d F. P a l m e r, a r e p o r t e r f o r
t h e Syracuse H e r a l d J o u r n a l , and f e l t t h e y w e r e w o r t h p r e s e r v i n g i n "Wilson S k e t c h ‑
book" and t h e "Newsletter" f o r t h e W i l s o n Museum A r c h i v e s . The S n i d e r s t o r y f o l l o w s .

* * * *
The fi r s t t i m e I e v e r heard o f W i l s o n , New Yo r k , was i n 1890 when I w e n t t o

t h e Western Gap t o watch t h e s h i p s w i t h t w o younger b r o t h e r s . C a p t a i n P a t McSherry
had b r o u g h t h i s s c h o o n e r, t h e M a r c i a A . H a l l , i n t o t h e Queen's Wharf and was l o o k i n g
f o r help t o l o a d a c a r g o o f lumber " f o r a p l a c e a c r o s s t h e l a k e p a s t N i a g a r a c a l l e d
Wilson.”

Though o n l y e l e v e n y e a r s of a g e , I h e l p e d C a p t a i n McSherry and w i t h o u t knowing
i t , commenced my Schooner Days.

I t wasn't u n t i l 1904 t h a t I fi r s t made t h e acqua in tance o f W i l s o n Creek . We
s t o o d under a l l s a i l i n a d y i n g breeze and e n t e r e d t h e h a r b o r between t h e p i e r s
a s the sun dipped i n t o t h e l a k e . Our green g a l l e y , the Frou F r o u , was a c e n t r e ‑
boarder and could move w h e r e v e r h e r 1 8 i n c h rudder could b e dragged through.

She was a t i g h t l i t t l e s h i p and a grand c r a f t f o r h e r s i z e w i t h t o p m a s t , s p i n ‑
naker and small cab in- -and of c o u r s e , a u x i l i a r y engines at t h a t t ime were unknown.
The s q u a t l i g h t h o u s e c l u n g t o t h e w e s t p i e r and b o t h p i e r s were o f t i m b e r , sunken
and decayed; a l i n e o f c r i b s fi l l e d w i t h s tones and jo i ned b y s t r i n g e r s o f heavy
deck ing , sagged and humped l i k e a switchboard.

They seemed t o have been s e t o n sand and were s i n k i n g a s s t o r m waves sucked
t h e s u p p o r t f r om unde r them i n one p l a c e and p i l e d i t u p i n a n o t h e r . The channe l
was s i l t e d u p and i t had 1 0 f e e t o f w a t e r h e r e and 6 f e e t o f w a t e r t h e r e . The
p i e r s r a n approx imate ly s o u t h and at t h e i r i n n e r e n d , t h e w a t e r shoaled to p o r t .
We k e p t to s ta rboard and t h e space widened i n t o a creek mouth o f g r e a t b e a u t y in
t h e t w i l i g h t , bordered b y a few c o t t a g e s and summer h o t e l s .

We proceeded ahead to t h e l a n d i n g fl o a t of a p r e t t y h o t e l where t h e o l d c l i p p e d ,
Zeus I l , l a y b y t h e ward . M r . H a r r i s , p r o p r i e t o r o f t h e H a r r i s House , s tood o n
t h e dock , and t h e p r e t t y h o t e l w i t h o n e lamp b u r n i n g , (no hyd ro t h e n ) looked a s
t h o u g h i t wouldn' t t h r o w u s b e d r a g g l e d , l a k e soaked v o y a g e r s o u t o n o u r e a r s .

I t was 7 5 c e n t s f o r supper, b e d and b r e a k f a s t , and w e had t o g o i n t o a hudd le
and d o a l o t o f l e n d - l e a s i n g among o u r s e l v e s b e f o r e d e c i d i n g o n t h e l u x u r y o f n o t
s l e e p i n g o n t h e w e t fl o o r boa rds o f o u r s h i p ' s c o c k p i t .

There was s t i l l $4.00 in Canad ian money l e f t among we fi v e newspaper m e n ,
b u t t h e h o s p i t a b l e Yanks t o o k i t w i t h o u t d i s c o u n t , d r i e d u s o u t a t t h e k i t c h e n
s t o v e , and looked a f t e r u s w e l l w i t h n o q u e s t i o n s asked.

(See p i c t u r e o n f o l l o w i n g page o f t h e H a r r i s House H o t e l o n what i s now known
a s Sunset I s l a n d . )
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We made an e a r l y s t a r t in the morn ing because of a b r i s k southwest w i n d , and
w e had about 5 0 m i l e s ahead o f u s t o reach To r o n t o . S a i l i n g down the creek t o
the p i e r s , we heard a s c r a p i n g sound and discovered t h a t ou r topmast was f o u l of
a te lephone w i r e overhead . We pushed to where t h e w i r e was h i g h e r and managed
to g e t f r e e , b u t dea r knows what C e n t r a l , o f those long -depa r ted days , had to r e p o r t .

O n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e p o r t o f W i l s o n w e a r e r a t h e r vague f o r the t i m e w e were
t h e r e i n 1904, nobody knew much abou t t h e empty h a r b o r - - t h e n sanded i n between t h e
p i e r s .

I t seems, however, t h a t a f t e r t h e Amer icans cap tu red F o r t George in 1813, U . S .
supp l y s h i p s we re chased i n t o O l c o t t C reek and W i l s o n Creek and cap tu red by vesse l s
o f S i r James Lucus Yeoh's fl e e t - - i n p a r t i c u l a r b y t h e schooner, G e n e r a l B e r e s f o r d ,
b u i l t i n To r o n t o .

S o perhaps t h e r e was a s e t t l e m e n t o f some s o r t a t Wi lson Creek a s e a r l y a s
t h e War of 1812, a l t h o u g h Commodore Owen's s u r v e y of 1817 o n l y marks t h e p l a c e
as "Twelve M i l e Creek" and shows no houses .

The p r e s e n t V i l l a g e of W i l s o n is i n l a n d f r o m t h e h a r b o r b u t t h e Anderson Bro the rs
of Oswego used to go up t h e c reek w i t h s m a l l c r a f t to l o a d g r a i n and produce t h e r e .
F o r a l o n g t i m e , t h e r e was l a k e t r a d e between W h i t b y, O n t a r i o and W i l s o n and t w o
P o r t Wh i tby boys , T i p and B i l l y W i l s o n , w e n t a c r o s s t h e l a k e many y e a r s ago and
s e t t l e d in t h e Amer ican p o r t . Some o l d t i m e r s t h i n k i t was these W i l s o n boys who
gave i t i t s name, b u t t h e p o r t was named Wi lson a f t e r t h e l i t t l e V i l l a g e a m i l e
and a h a l f i n l a n d . 2 8
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Capta in Richard G o l d r i n g o f To r o n t o d i d some t r a d i n g t o Wi l son d u r i n g h i s
s a i l i n g y e a r s , and h i s ca rgo was always sawed lumber o f some s o r t . H i s fi r s t t r i p
however, was in t h e 1860's when, as a b o y , he s a i l e d to t h e W i l s o n p o r t i n t h e
f a m i l y s c o w, B e t s e y, when t h e h a r b o r was i n d u l g i n g i n one o f i t s many r e h a b i l i t a ‑
t i o n p e r i o d s . A s a young man, C a p t a i n G o l d r i n g c a r r i e d lumber and 3 0 f o o t c r i b
t imbers f r o m P o r t Hope t o W i l s o n i n c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h t h e schoone r, Pa r thenon .

Somet imes, t h e harbor e n t r a n c e was so r o u g h i t was h a r d to g e t in so he wou ld
go to O l c o t t or N i a g a r a to w a i t f o r smoother w a t e r s . When ca lm , he 'd r e t u r n to
Wi lson where he 'd t h r o w h i s deckload o v e r b o a r d , t o w i t t o t h e h a r b o r , t h e n heave
h i s s c h o o n e r, t h e Maple L e a f , i n w i t h a w i n d l a s s .

One t i m e he a r r i v e d in Wi l son when t h e Par thenon was coming o u t f o r ano the r
l o a d . C a p t a i n G o l d r i n g un loaded h i s c a r g o q u i c k l y and was soon outbound f o r P o r t
Whi tby where he a r r i v e d at n o o n . There he had t h e l u c k to fi n d a lumber-shover
at l oose ends , and was a b l e to g e t t h e Maple L e a f loaded up a g a i n by d a r k .

I t was dead ca lm, so he t o l d t h e hands to spend t h e n i g h t in and he 'd c a l l
them f o r b r e a k f a s t . A t 7:00 a . m . , t h e fl y a t t h e masthead was b e g i n n i n g t o t a i l
o f f , so we tossed o f f t h e moor ing l i n e s and s a i l e d away f o r W i l s o n . The v e s s e l
a r r i v e d at noon to the amazement of the harbor m a s t e r who scratched h i s head and
asked, “Weren't you here yesterday?”

The n e x t morn ing Capta in G o l d r i n g had a w i n d f a l l when h e found t h e Maple Leaf
surrounded by bundles of s h i n g l e s . They had been swept from the deck of a barge
and d r i f t e d up the lake to where h i s schooner l a y anchored. He was ab le to salvage
2 6 squares b e f o r e the breeze came u p , and so ld them t o the harbor c o n t r a c t o r .

The s t o r y was t o l d a t P o r t C r e d i t t h a t o n e o f i t s b u i l d i n g s had crossed t h e
l a k e t w i c e - - o n c e i n ca rgoes o f lumber sh ipped t o W i l s o n , and once i n deckloads
s t o l e n f r o m t h e W i l s o n p i e r s by r e t u r n i n g "hookers".

A v e s s e l t h a t shared i n t h e r e b u i l d i n g o f t h e harbor a t W i l s o n i n 1890, was
t h e B r i t i s h Queen. Ano the r was t h e M a r c i a A . H a l l o f W i n d s o r , a t r a d e r , and perhaps
t h e l a s t o u t o f To r o n t o .

One t i m e , t h e "Marshy H a l l " , as she was c a l l e d , l a y at t h e Queen's Wharf l a d e n
w i t h cedar p o s t s f o r W i l s o n , b u t h e r u s u a l l y c o n g e n i a l C a p t a i n P a t McSher r y was
ready t o swallow t a c k s - - t h e r e was a f a i r w i n d b u t h e was unab le t o u s e i t . W h i l e
g e t t i n g c l e a r a n c e t o s a i l , h i s M a t e h a d t a k e n i t u p o n h i m s e l f t o mend t h e f o r e s a i l ,
and h a u l e d i t down o n t h e dock f o r r e p a i r s . To make m a t t e r s w o r s e , t h e c r e w , ( a n t i ‑
c i p a t i n g a h a r d day 's work and a l l n i g h t s a i l ) h a d q u i t .

S p o t t i n g t w o boys o n t h e d o c k , C a p t a i n P a t asked them i f t h e y ' d l i k e a t r i p
to Wi l son - -and o f course t h e y w o u l d . They'd b e e n g o i n g to Sunday Schoo l r e l i g i o u s l y
f o r t h r e e months so's t o q u a l i f y f o r t h e annua l Sunday Schoo l e x c u r s i o n t o W i l s o n ,
and h e r e i t was b e i n g handed t o them o n a s i l v e r p l a t t e r w i t h o u t e v e n b e i n g asked
t o r e c i t e t h e Go lden Te x t .

The boys p i t c h e d in and h e l p e d t h e m a t e and C a p t a i n P a t r o l l up t h e detached
f o r e s a i l and dragged i t aboard where i t and t h e m a i n s a i l w e r e “s lab-reefed" to
l e t t h e foreboom c l e a r t h e deckload of p o s t s .
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W i t h e v e r y t h i n g shipshape, t h e Marshy H a l l was soon o n h e r w a y, and t h e n o r t h ‑
w e s t w ind h e l d s teady a l l e v e n i n g . By m i d n i g h t , t h e lumber-hooker a r r i v e d in Wi l son
and was s o o n nuzzl in ' t h e p i e r i n l e e o f t h e l i t t l e re -capped l i g h t h o u s e . Supper
t h a t n i g h t c o n s i s t e d o f o n l y wa te rme lons , b u t now t h e y were in N i a g a r a C o u n t y - ‑
t h e l a n d o f p l e n t y - - s o t h e y a l l had b read , b u t t e r and eggs f o r b r e a k f a s t a l ong
w i t h c o f f e e and m i l k .

One o f t h e boys who made t h a t t r i p t o W i l s o n s o many y e a r s ago was Tom Mowat ,
who l a t e r became C h i e f of P o l i c e at Oswego, New Yo r k . As a y o u t h he made many
more e x c u r s i o n s t o a t t e n d t h e Sunday S c h o o l p i c n i c s h e l d i n W i l s o n , and i n 1900,
came aboard t h e t u b , John Navagh, when it towed a dredge to t h e Wi l son H a r b o r .

Tom remembered one p i c n i c in p a r t i c u l a r when t h e foundrymen and r i v e t t e r s
o f t h e D o t y E n g i n e Company h e l d a n o u t i n g i n Wlson. H a l f t h e s t e e l w o r k e r s g o t
l o s t o n a voyage i n l a n d t o s e e t h e V i l l a g e o f W i l s o n , and t h e i r s h i p , t h e A r g y l e ,
l e f t f o r To r o n t o w i t h o u t them. The men had to w a l k to Youngstown where they were
a b l e t o g e t t h e N i a g a r a back t o Canada.

The l s t t i m e Tom Mowat was i n W i l s o n , h e r e c a l l e d s e e i n g one l a r g e fi s h i n g
b o a t and a s m a l l l a u n c h chugg ing around t h e p i c t u r e s q u e h a r b o r . There was n o l o n g e r
any t r a c e s of the o l d red-capped l i g h t h o u s e or t h e wooden p i e r s t h a t had brought
in the Sunday School c h i l d r e n , bo i le rmakers , sh ing le~shovers , lumber hookers , or
t o u r i s t s o f the l a t e c e n t u r y . They were a l l g o n e - - a l l gone--and t h e American b u i l t
schooners t h a t once shipped o u t w i t h loads of g r a i n and apples were b u t f a d i n g
memories.
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The fi r s t records o f s h i p b u i l d i n g i n Wi lson date back t o 1846, and t h e p o r t
appears t o have been a n a c t i v e s h i p b u i l d i n g c e n t r e u n t i l 1875. C a p t a i n James Van
Cleave's memoirs o f l a k e s h i p p i n g had a f a i r l y complete l i s t o f vessels b e l o n g i n g
t o t h e p o r t o f W i l s o n , and h i s p r i n c i p a l source o f i n f o r m a t i o n was Reuben F. Wi l son
o f t h e s h i p b u i l d i n g l a k e - f a r i n g f a m i l y .

A l l t h e s h i p s b u i l t , e x c e p t o n e s c o w, were schooners and m o s t w e r e t w o masted,
o r a s t h e y c a l l e d them o n t h e l a k e s , f o r e - a n d - a f t e r s . M o s t o f t h e v e s s e l s w e r e
b u i l t b y i t i n e r a n t b u i l d e r s a l t h o u g h some, l i k e S . L . L i t t l e s , made t h e i r head ‑
q u a r t e r s i n W i l s o n .

The fi r s t s h i p , t h e Reuben F. W i l s o n , was b u i l t i n 1846 and was owned b y L u t h e r
Wi l son who named i t a f t e r h i s s o n . I t had 6 3 t o n s c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y and i t s fi r s t
C a p t a i n was L u t h e r W i l s o n .

The N iaga ra , b u i l t i n 1847, was a l s o owned by L u t h e r W i l s o n . I t cou ld c a r r y
105 t o n s and h e r fi r s t c a p t a i n was D e n n i s G r o f s . The Emblem i s l i s t e d i n C a p t a i n
Van Cleave's memoirs as b e i n g b u i l t in 1848 by S a v i l l o n L. L i t t l e s f o r C a p t a i n
Morgan Johnson and Joseph Johnson. The fi r s t Cap ta in was recorded as John Kelley
w i t h the s h i p h a v i n g a c a r r y i n g capac i t y o f 8,000 bushels. The Emblem became Cana ‑
d i a n i n h e r e a r l y l i f e , and i n 1864 was owned b y Benne t t and Chisolms o f B r i g h t o n ,
O n t a r i o when i t was named the O l i v i a .

The Emblem was obv ious ly en la rged a f t e r fi r s t b e i n g b u i l t , and was recorded
in the Oswego Custom House Enrol lment Book as b e i n g a two-masted s c h o o n e r ,92'
X 22'6" X 9 f e e t we igh ing 167 t o n s . A t t h e t i m e , C . D . Havens and Norman Sackr ide r
were l i s t e d as the owners.

The F o r r e s t was b u i l t i n 1848 f o r I r a Sweet and Roswel l Sweet o f W i l s o n . She
had a c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y o f 2 0 t o n s , and I r a Sweet was h e r fi r s t C a p t a i n . The A l m i r a
was a l s o b u i l t f o r I r a and Roswe l l Sweet in 1849, and h e r fi r s t C a p t a i n was Theron
E l t o n . M r . M . C o n n o r , J . Ryan and J . L e a r y , a l l o f W i l s o n , owned t h e A l m i r a i n
1864 when she was i n s u r a b l e f o r o n e thousand d o l l a r s . The A l m i r a appears o n t h e
books of t h e o l d F o r t Whi tby H a r b o r Company in 1855 as p a y i n g e x p o r t t o l l s on 105
c o r d s of wood, and a g a i n in 1861 when she was charged 60 c e n t s t o l l on t w o m a s t s .

The E n t e r p r i s e was b u i l t b y L i t t l e s i n 1850 f o r L u t h e r W i l s o n , o w n e r , and
she had a c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y o f 5,500 b u s h e l s . H e r fi r s t C a p t a i n was Luke Dunphy.
I n 1861, t h e s h i p was r e p a i r e d and b o u g h t b y J o h n S t a n t o n & Company o f P i c t o n ,
O n t a r i o .

The G e r a l d i n e , b u i l t b y L i t t l e s f o r L u t h e r W i l s o n i n 1851, h a d a c a r r y i n g
c a p a c i t y o f 18,500 b u s h e l s . H e r fi r s t C a p t a i n was R o b e r t H a l l , and t h e s h i p was
a t h r e e m a s t e r b a r q u e n t i n e . She measured 303 t o n s and was owned i n 1864 b y W.
H. I n g r a m of B u f f a l o w i t h an insu red v a l u e of seven thousand d o l l a r s .

The s e v e n t y - fi v e t o n S t . Joseph was b u i l t i n W i l s o n i n 1852 b y Dupree f o r
t h e S t e r l i n g and Company o f M o n r o e , M i c h i g a n . She was in tended a s a r i v e r s c o w,
and p robab l y was a b l e t o n e g o t i a t e t h e creek a s f a r a s t h e V i l l a g e o f W i l s o n .
The Mary was b u i l t a t W i l s o n i n 1852 b y L i t t l e s , and had a c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y o f
8 0 t o n s . I n 1864, she was owned b y J . A . A c t o n o f S t . C a t h e r i n e s , O n t a r i o .
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The S t . Joseph and t h e M a r y, a l t h o u g h b u i l t i n W i l s o n , were n o t i n c l u d e d i n
Reuben F. Wilson's l i s t o f s h i p s , b u t t h e y w e r e l i s t e d i n a n o l d d i r e c t o r y o r
r e g i s t r y .

The Josephine was b u i l t i n 1854 f o r Reuben F. W i l s o n , o w n e r, and was r e g i s t e r e d
a t 380 t o n s . She had a c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y o f 18,500 b u s h e l s , and h e r fi r s t C a p t a i n
was I . H . Crouch. By h e r tonnage she appears to have been t h e p o r t ' s m o s t amb i t i ous
c r a f t . She was a three-master l i k e t h e G e r a l d i n e and B e l l e Adk ins , and h e r 18,500
bushe l c a p a c i t y was t h e maximum t h e We l l and C a n a l c o u l d t h e n accomodate on a n i n e
f o o t d r a f t . Ten y e a r s l a t e r t h e Joseph ine was i n s u r a b l e f o r $7,500 and was owned
by F. Pryme o f W i l son .

The B e l l e Adk ins , b u i l t i n 1856 f o r D . C . Abbey, a l s o had a c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y
o f 18,500 bushe ls and h e r fi r s t C a p t a i n was D i c k D a n i e l s . I n t h e Oswego R e g i s t r y
she i s l i s t e d a s b e i n g 135' X 25'10" K X11 ' 10" w i t h a r e g i s t r y o f 384 t o n s . She
a p p a r e n t l y was l o s t i n h e r e a r l y y e a r s a s she i s n o t l i s t e d i n t h e 1864 R e g i s t r y .

The A c t i v e was b u i l t in 1862 f o r I r a Sweet and Roswel l Sweet , owners , and
r e g i s t e r e d a t 6 7 t o n s . H e r fi r s t C a p t a i n was George M o r l . She was e n l a r g e d t o
8 7 t o n s i n 1863 t o accomodate t h e needs o f h e r o w n e r s , t h e Sweet B r o t h e r s , p r o p r i e t o r s
of Sweet and Company, Wilson Merchants.

The l i s t o f sh ips b u i l t a t Wi lson Creek , as repo r ted by Capta in Van C leave ,
n e x t l i s t s the Meteor which was b u i l t i n 1863 f o r O r r i n Quick, owner and cap ta in .
The vesse l was r e g i s t e r e d a t 8 5 t o n s .

The Eureka was b u i l t i n 1863 b y S a v i l l o n L . L i t t l e s , owner, who a lso was he r
fi r s t Cap ta in . She r e g i s t e r e d a t 216 t o n s , and i n 1864 was so ld t o Caleb G i l e s
and the S y l v e s t o r Bro thers o f To r o n t o . She was l a t e r fi t t e d o u t a s a c r u i s e r b y
C a p t a i n McMaster, and manned in t h e F e n i a n R a i d u p r i s i n g s by a v o l u n t e e r N a v a l
B r i g a d e f r o m To r o n t o .

The F l e e t Wing was b u i l t in 1863 by John V. Pease , Benjamin Dearborn and O r r i n
Qu ick , owne rs , and r e g i s t e r e d a t 127 t o n s . O r r i n Quick was h e r fi r s t C a p t a i n and
on an e a r l y v o y a g e , t h e schooner caps i zed o f f t h e Wi lson Harbor d rown ing t h e Captain 's
w i f e , h i s c h i l d and t h e cook . ( N o t e : The f a m i l y a r e b u r i e d in Greenwood Cemetery
i n  W i l s o n . )

A f t e r t h e F l e e t : Wing c a p s i z e d , she was e n l a r g e d t o 180 t o n r e g i s t r y and owned
a t B r i g h t o n , O n t a r i o , f r o m where she s a i l e d f o r m o s t o f h e r l i f e . I n 1906 she h a d
a g r e e n c r e w and, w i t h much w a t e r i n h e r h o l d , was j u s t a b l e t o make t h e To r o n t o
Harbor where she "d ied" s o o n a f t e r .

The P i l o t was b u i l t in 1866 f o r R o s w e l l S w e e t , o w n e r , and measured 37 t o n s .
H e was h e r fi r s t C a p t a i n and s a i l e d f o r many y e a r s o u t o f P u l t n e y v i l l e , New Yo r k
and l a t e r f r om K i n g s t o n , O n t a r i o . The s c o w, L i v e Oak, was b u i l t i n 1868 f o r Henry
Putnam, o w n e r , and had a c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y o f 2,800 b u s h e l s . Henry Putnam was
h e r fi r s t C a p t a i n . The schooner, P low Boy, was b u i l t in 1875 f o r Roswel l H. Sweet ,
o w n e r, who a l s o was h e r fi r s t C a p t a i n . She r e g i s t e r e d a t 4 1 t o n s .

The T r a d e r was b u i l t in 1875 f o r W i l l i a m L. Ackerman, owner and C a p t a i n . The
s h i p had a c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y o f t e n t o n s .
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The U n i o n was a l s o b u i l t f o r W i l l i a m Ackerman in 1875 and had a r e g i s t r y of
25 t o n s . The Trader and U n i o n were p robab ly t h e l a s t schooners b u i l t at Wi l son
C r e e k .

Another s c h o o n e r, a l t h o u g h n o t b u i l t a t W i l s o n , was t h e F r a n k l i n P i e r c e and
h e r o w n e r , W i l l i a m H. Doy le o f Youngs town, cons ide red h e r un lucky because o f h e r
name. I n a l e t t e r w r i t t e n b y C a p t a i n Va n Cleave i n 1877, h e n o t e d :

" I n December, 1855, t h e schooner Frank P i e r c e , under C a p t a i n Luke Dunphy,
was grounded at Braddock's P o i n t . She was f r e e d t h e f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g , b u t in
1875, w e n t ashore a g a i n at P o r t C r e d i t w i t h a l o a d of p i g i r o n . "

( N o t e : The F r a n k l i n P i e r c e i s t h e schooner t h a t l o s t h e r anchor d u r i n g a
s t o r m o f f t h e W i l s o n Town l i ne P i e r . The anchor was recovered o v e r fi f t y yea rs
l a t e r , and now s e t s i n t h e y a r d o f t h e f o r m e r S t e v e n s f a r m , j u s t s o u t h o f t h e
V i l l a g e o f W i l s o n . )

Perhaps t h e l a s t " s a i l o r " o u t o f W i l s o n was t h e To r o n t o Schoone r, Snow B i r d ,
wh i ch came to an i c y end in To r o n t o Bay in 1904. Excu rs ion s t e a m e r s r a n to Wi l son
a few y e a r s l o n g e r , and a s l a t e a s 1909, t h e s t e a m e r A . J . Ty r o n was c a r r y i n g t o u r i s t s
between Toron to and Wilson f o r 25 c e n t s a head.

Wilson a l s o became p r e t t y w e l l establ ished as a rum-running p o r t d u r i n g the
P r o h i b i t i o n E r a , b u t t h a t t r a f fi c was mos t l y confined t o speedy launches and b o o t ‑
l e g t rucks .

THE WILSON "STAR"

The Wi l son "Star " was s t a r t e d i n 1878 b y Tower and B e t t s who, t h a t same y e a r ,
s o l d it to Charles E. Honeywel l , a n a t i v e of To r o n t o . M r . Honeywell's ma te rna l
g - g r a n d f a t h e r , John Stedman, was t h e fi r s t s u r v e y o r i n N i a g a r a Coun ty who acqu i red
Goa t I s l a n d , N i a g a r a F a l l s , f r o m t h e I n d i a n s .

The p u b l i s h e r was educated i n To r o n t o where h e lea rned h i s t r a d e a s a p r i n t e r
f o r t h e To r o n t o Leade r and Te leg ram, and when he purchased t h e " S t a r " he immed ia te l y
became p u b l i s h e r and e d i t o r .

To d a y, a l l i s s u e s o f t h e p a p e r a r e k e p t o n m i c r o fi l m i n t h e W i l s o n F r e e L i b r a r y
and t h e bound e d i t i o n s have a l l been tu rned o v e r t o t h e Wi l son Museum.

The "Star" was pub l i shed a s a p o l i t i c a l l y independent l o c a l newspaper and
was p r i n t e d o n t h e second fl o o r o f t h e Masonic b u i l d i n g . A l l t y p e was s e t b y h a n d ,
a t e d i o u s and t ime-consuming j o b , and a f t e r each e d i t i o n was pub l i shed , t h e t y p e
had to be s o r t e d o u t and p u t back in t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e compar tments - - le t te r by l e t t e r .
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Dora H a t c h (Honeywell) became an a p p r e n t i c e at t h e "S ta r " at t h e age of 22
and l i v e d w i t h h e r p a r e n t s a t t h e i r home o n Lake S t r e e t where M i l b u r n and Mar ion
Campbel l now r e s i d e . H e r work became e a s i e r when a l i n o t y p e machine was purchased
w h i c h p e r m i t t e d h e r t o s e t t y p e f r o m a keyboard s i m i l a r t o a t y p e w r i t e r . She
became a n e x p e r i e n c e d o p e r a t o r and i t was d u r i n g h e r 4 5 y e a r s s e r v i c e w i t h t h e
paper t h a t much o f Wilson's h i s t o r y was reco rded .

When Char les H o n e y w e l l d i e d i n 1932, h i s w i f e , Do ra , took o v e r p u b l i c a t i o n
of t h e " S t a r " and when she d i e d in 1936, t h e business was w i l l e d to h e r nephew,
M i l b u r n E. Campbel l .

M i lburn E. Campbell
Owner and Publ isher of the

Wilson "Star" (1936 to 1943)

However, i t was t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s o f M r s . Honeywel l t h a t many h i s t o r i c f a c t s
about t h e Town o f W i l s o n w e r e p r e s e r v e d , a n d she was a lways a l e r t f o r news i t e m s
o f i n t e r e s t t o t h e p e o p l e o f W i l s o n .

I n 1936, "Chuck" Campbel l began p u b l i s h i n g t h e p a p e r . H e p u b l i s h e d i t f o r
s e v e n m o r e y e a r s , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e H a r o l d A l b r i g h t became h i s business a s s o c i a t e .

A n o t ~ t o o - a m u s i n g i n c i d e n t o c c u r e d o n e t i m e when t h e d e c i s i o n was made t o
purchase a new p r e s s . When i t was d e l i v e r e d i t was found t o b e t o o w ide f o r t h e
d o o r, s o was l e f t s t a n d i n g o n t h e second fl o o r o f t h e Masonic b u i l d i n g b l o c k i n g
t h e s t a i r w a y and e n t r a n c e t o t h e p r i n t shop. F o r t u n a t e l y f o r Chuck, t h e c o n t r a c t
had s p e c i fi e d t h e w i d t h o f t h e doo r s o h e was a b l e t o p u r s u a d e t h e company t o t e a r
down t h e w a l l , move t h e p r e s s in and r e p a i r t h e damage.
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Chuck was a b l e t o r e c a l l some o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g i n c i d e n t s t h a t happened w h i l e
h e was p u b l i s h i n g t h e "Star " . M r s . J u l i a n L u t z , f o r i n s t a n c e , became t h e fi r s t
woman in 1939 to s e r v e as a j u r o r f r o m W i l s o n a t t h e N iaga ra Coun ty Cou r thouse .

On another o c c a s i o n , a correspondent f o r t h e paper r e p o r t e d t h a t Roy Church
had d i e d , so h i s o b i t u a r y was immed ia te ly w r i t t e n u p . L u c k i l y , b e f o r e g o i n g to
p r e s s , "Chuck" happened to l o o k o u t t h e window and saw Roy r i d i n g h i s b i c y c l e down
Young S t r e e t .

O ther l i v e l y t o p i c s o f t h e day i n c l u d e d t h e t i m e a wedding ceremony was p e r ‑
formed i n t h e c e m e t e r y a t t h e g r a v e s i t e o f t h e b r i de ' s mother because t h e deceased
had g i v e n h e r d a u g h t e r p e r m i s s i o n t o m a r r y .

A l s o , d u r i n g t h e h e c t i c days o f t h e G r e a t Depress ion , many S t a t e Banks c losed
t h e i r d o o r s , and M i l b u r n r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e W i l s o n " S t a r " , a f t e r bank l i q u i d a t i o n ,
r e c e i v e d a check f o r t w o c e n t s f r o m t h e Ransomvi l le S t a t e Bank - a t h r e e ~ c e n t s tamp
had been used to m a i l i t .

In 1943, Chuck Campbel l was c a l l e d to s e r v e in t h e armed f o r c e s , so he s o l d
o u t h i s i n t e r e s t in t h e paper to John B i e d a , owne r of t h e W i l s o n Pharmacy. Up
t o t h a t t ime the "Star" had been publ ished f o r 6 5 years w i t hou t i n t e r r u p t i o n . I t
a l s o had been awarded the d i s t i n c t i o n o f becoming a member o f the "One H a l f C e n t u r y
Club" o f the American Press Assoc ia t i on .

John Bieda publ ished the paper u n t i l November, 1943, then sold i t to Fred
McLennon, A c t i n g Manager o f the B u f f a l o C o u r i e r Express. U n f o r t u n a t e l y, h e d ied
a few months l a t e r and p u b l i c a t i o n was temporar i l y suspended.

M r . B ieda f e l t , h o w e v e r, t h a t t h e l o s s of the pape r was a b low to the community,
so he s o l d t h e d r u g s t o r e and repurchased t h e newspaper e q u i p m e n t . P u b l i c a t i o n
was resumed u n t i l A p r i l , 1945, when he a l s o was c a l l e d i n t o t h e armed f o r c e s . The
" S t a r " was r e t a i n e d b y h i m , h o w e v e r , and continued p u b l i c a t i o n w i t h R o b e r t Wark
a c t i n g as Managing E d i t o r .

O n May 4 , 1950, t h e paper l i s t e d John V. Holmes a s E d i t o r and P u b l i s h e r , and
t h e i s s u e on t h a t d a t e was t h e fi r s t o n e pub l i shed by u s e o f t h e new o f f s e t p r i n t i n g
p r o c e s s .

In 1951, Ed H e n r y bought t h e pape r f r o m John Holmes, and he was l a t e r j o i n e d
b y J a c k N i c h o l s o n a n d C h a r l e s P o m e r o y who p u b l i s h e d t h e p a p e r u n d e r t h e n a m e ,
"Pront ier S ta r " . M r . Henry l a t e r s o l d o u t h i s i n t e r e s t to Samuel Noyes .

The l a s t i s s u e o f t h e Wi l son -o r ien ted “ F r o n t i e r S ta r " w a s p u b l i s h e d A p r i l
3 , 1958, e n d i n g approx imate ly 80 y e a r s of n e a r l y con t i nuous o p e r a t i o n . M r . Pomeroy
c o n t i n u e s t o o p e r a t e t h e p r i n t i n g p l a n t t o t h i s d a y u n d e r t h e name o f "S ta r P r i n t i n g ’
of Newfane, New Yo r k .

( N o t e : Some o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n used i n t h i s i t e m was fu rn i shed b y t h e l a t e M i l b u r n
Campbeli.)
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There is v e r y l i t t l e a l o n g Wilson's M a i n S t r e e t to e v e n r e m o t e l y s u g g e s t what
t h e V i l l a g e looked l i k e i n 1888. N e a r l y a l l t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s t h a t l i n e d
Young S t r e e t have been rep laced- -some s e v e r a l t i m e s because of t r a g i c fi r e s .

O n t h e m o r n i n g o f Augus t 1 9 , 1890, o n e o f Wilson's w o r s t c o n fl a g r a t i o n s , t h e
Masonic B l o c k F i r e , b roke o u t in Me tzge r & Son's Hardware s t o r e . The fi r e was
n e a r l y under c o n t r o l when a powder k e g exp loded e n g u l fi n g t h e e n t i r e b u i l d i n g i n
flames . They q u i c k l y spread to t h e o f fi c e o f t h e W i l s o n "Star " ; t h e D r y Goods
and N o t i o n s s t o r e o f F r a n k C l a r k and t h e C h a r l e s M a r k l e D r y Goods s t o r e , a s a l e r t
V i l l a g e r e s i d e n t s managed t o s a v e t h e J o h n M a r k l e Wagon Shop and a d j o i n i n g B l a c k ‑
s m i t h Shop. Perhaps t h e m o s t s e r i o u s l o s s f r o m t h e fi r e was t h e Dox Survey O f fi c e
w h i c h c o n t a i n e d a f o r t y y e a r c o l l e c t i o n o f maps, c h a r t s and s u r v e y i n g i n s t r u m e n t s .

From 1893 to 1895, a r a s h of fi r e s broke o u t in t o w n , and on August 3, 1895,
t h e N i a g a r a F a l l s J o u r n a l r e p o r t e d t h a t d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d , W i l s o n l o s t b y fi r e ,
t h e R.W. & O . Depo t ; t h e Ta g g e r t & Stevens F r u i t House; t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Church;
The O n t a r i o House; and t h e American H o t e l .

On March 17, 1899, the meat and groce ry s t o r e o f Superv i so r Jus tus J . Hacke t t ,
l oca ted where Horton's Hardware is t o d a y, was destroyed by fi r e . I t spread to the
News Room of Thomas Moore, and a l s o consumed t h e home of Charles E. Honeywell,
Publ isher of the Wi lson "S ta r " .

The heat was so in tense it scorched and broke o u t the windows of the A. H.
Reed F u r n i t u r e s t o r e loca ted o n t h e o p p o s i t e corner and fl y i n g embers a l s o t h r e a t ‑
ened t h e p r e s t i g i o u s "Tower House Hotel" which s tood o n the p r e s e n t s i d e o f S t .
Pau l ' s L u t h e r a n Church .

i i , Walsicy, N . Y . Publisher

S T R E E T S C E N E I N W I L S O N , N . Y .
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Much o f t h e f u r n i t u r e f r o m t h e ground fl o o r o f t h e Honeywel l home was c a r r i e d
a c r o s s the s t r e e t t o t he s t o r e o f C h a r l e s B . G r o u t , b u t t h e v a l i a n t e f f o r t s o f
t h e "bucket brigade" was no match f o r t h e fl a m e s .

Perhaps t h e g r e a t e s t fi r e i n Wilson's h i s t o r y occured o n J u l y 9 , 1901, when
t h e e n t i r e b l o c k o n t h e n o r t h s i d e o f Young S t r e e t f r o m C a t h e r i n e t o Lake burned
down. The fi r e was discovered by Freeman Emerson at 11:30 p . m . as he was s h a v i n g
a man i n h i s b a r b e r shop .

When h i s g a s l i g h t fl i c k e r e d o u t , h e and t w o c u s t o m e r s , P e r r i g o and Vosburg ,
s tepped o u t s i d e and saw flames s h o o t i n g f r o m t h e B u r g e s s B o o t and Shoe s t o r e .
Bucket Br igades were q u i c k l y fo rmed , b u t couldn't s t o p t h e spreading flames which
soon e n g u l f e d t h e Johnson B u i l d i n g w h i c h housed t h e U . S . P o s t O f fi c e ; a g r o c e r y
s t o r e ; and t h e second fl o o r m e e t i n g rooms of t h e "Order of Foresters" and t h e
G.A .R . Womens’ R e l i e f C o r p s .

Emerson's Barber Shop was n e x t to go f o l l o w e d by Vosburg's S t o r a g e and J u l i u s
Weaver's B i c y c l e and R e p a i r Shop. The D r y Goods S t o r e of Wa r r e n Bush; t h e Char les
S t o r r s s t o r e ; and t h e second fl o o r m e e t i n g rooms of t h e "Modern Woodmen" and
"Sons of Ve te rans Lodge" were a l s o consumed.

At the west end of the b l o c k , t h e harness shop of E. F. Ba r ton was destroyed;
a l s o Thompson's second fl o o r shoe-maker shop George Perrigoe's Hardware s t o r e ;
and Frank Slocum's Barber shop. I r o n i c a l l y , the Hacket t & Son Groce ry s t o r e ,
which had been moved to the n o r t h s i d e o f Young S t r e e t a f t e r the d isas t rous fi r e
of 1899, a l s o burned down.

The o n l y s t o r e saved at t h e e a s t end of the b lock was M i l e s Vosburg's General
S t o r e and Cuddeback and Cooper's F u r n i t u r e s t o r e w h i c h occupied t h e second fl o o r .
Other b u i l d i n g s saved were t h e C h a r l e s H a n e r home and t h e apar tmen t o f Frank
Slocum a t t h e c o r n e r o f Young and C a t h e r i n e S t r e e t s - p r e s e n t s i t e o f T & R C o r n e r
S t o r e .

Across t h e s t r e e t , t h e "Suther land H o t e l " , w h i c h had been b u i l t on t h e s i d e
of t h e f o r m e r "Ontar io House", was saved t h r o u g h t h e s p i r i t e d e f f o r t s of t h e
"bucket brigade" who a l s o managed to save t h e Me thod i s t P a r s o n a g e and a d j o i n i n g
barns when t h e y caught fi r e .

O n A u g u s t 9 , 1 9 0 8 , t h e "Tower H o u s e Hote l " b u r n e d t o t h e ground and i n 1912 ,
t h e "Sutherland Hotel" m e t t h e same f a t e . In 1913, a spectacular fi r e on t h e
" Is land" l e v e l e d t h e " P i t t s b u r g Hote l " and i n t h e e a r l y t h i r t i e s t h e A l b r i g h t
Opera H o u s e , w h i c h s tood where Kerwin's Gas S t a t i o n is t o d a y, a l s o bu rned down.
One o f t h e w o r s t fi r e s i n r e c e n t y e a r s was t h e "Hub Hotel" fi r e o n J a n u a r y 2 ,
1980, wh ich a l s o d e s t r o y e d t h e U . S . P o s t O f fi c e and s e v e r a l a p a r t m e n t s .

S e r i o u s fi r e s have become f e w and f a r between s i n c e t h e W i l s o n F i r e Company
# 1 and t h e South W i l s o n F i r e Companies w e r e o r g a n i z e d . Today w i t h t h e l a t e s t
equipment and many dedicated v o l u n t e e r s , t h e t w o companies a r e a b l e t o p r o t e c t
t h e p r o p e r t y o f V i l l a g e and Town r e s i d e n t s - - p r e v e n t i n g s m a l l fi r e s f r o m growing
i n t o b i g o n e s .



WILSON'S RAILROAD DAYS

The Lake O n t a r i o Shore R a i l r o a d was o rgan i zed in O c t o b e r , 1870, b u t i t was
1876 b e f o r e t h e l i n e was fi n a l l y b r o u g h t through W i l s o n . Some o f t h e l o c a l d i r e c ‑
t o r s were Reuben F. W i l s o n o f W i l s o n , Joseph Fow le r o f Ransomv i l l e , O l i v e r S c o v e l l
o f L e w i s t o n and B u r t Va n H o r n o f Newfane.

Many p e r s o n s , f r o m t h e o u t s e t , cons idered i t a n i n s i g n i fi c a n t l i t t l e r a i l r o a d
and perhaps i t was s i n c e i t s r o l l i n g s t o c k c o n s i s t e d o f o n l y t w o second hand
locomo t i ves , t w o passenger c a r s and fi f t y o r s i x t y f r e i g h t c a r s .

C o n s t r u c t i o n s t a r t e d a t Oswego, b u t i t was a l o n g and d i f fi c u l t t a s k . Work
was stopped when t h e t r a c k s had o n l y been l a i d 18 m i l e s w e s t o f t h e c i t y , and
when work was resumed, i t was h a l t e d a g a i n a t O n t a r i o s o p r o m o t e r s c o u l d g e t
more fi n a n c i a l b a c k i n g .

I n 1875, t h e l i n e was pushed w e s t t o K e n d a l l , b u t a t year 's end , e v e r y t h i n g
was s o l d on t h e b l o c k to t h e Rome, Wa te r t own and Ogdensburg R a i l r o a d . The new
owners extended t h e t r a c k s f r o m K e n d a l l to L e w i s t o n and in t h e S p r i n g of 1876,
s e n t a n i n a u g u r a l t r a i n ove r the l i n e t o announce i t s open ing . Reference t o
t h a t ga la e v e n t was made in the secretary's r e p o r t of the Womens’ A i d S o c i e t y
of the Ex ley Uni ted Methodist Church, who no ted :

“Public schools were recessed , s t o r e s were closed and business suspended.
Everyone turned o u t - - m i n i s t e r s , laymen, r i c h , p o o r , b i g and l i t t l e ; i n wagons,
horseback, "posse back", and a f o o t to see t h e fi r s t t r a i n cross the Townl ine
Road on the Lakeshore D i v i s i o n of t h e Rome, Watertown and Lake O n t a r i o Shore
R a i l r o a d .

"Hundreds of peop le v i s i t e d t h e s p o t and seemed l o a t h to go home a g a i n and,
l i k e "Mary's L i t t l e Lamb" w a i t e d about p a t i e n t l y i n t h e snow and s l u s h .

"Amoung t h e crowd we n o t i c e d C a p t a i n L u t h e r Wi l son and E s q u i r e Andrew Brown,
who have s e e n t h i s t o w n f rom i t s i n f a n c y - - f r o m s o l i d f o r e s t s t o a l l t h e modern
improvements of a l a r g e v i l l a g e .

"With a h a r b o r unsurpassed on t h e l a k e , and now r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s , who
c a n t e l l what o u r f u t u r e w i l l be?"

The fi r s t p a s s e n g e r t r a i n passed t h r o u g h W i l s o n o n J u n e 1 2 , 1876, a n d t h e
fi r s t m a i l t r a i n steamed t h r o u g h on A u g u s t 1 0 , 1876, b u t d u r i n g t h e n e x t seven
y e a r s , t h e r a i l r o a d b a r e l y s u r v i v e d g o i n g i n t o r e c e i v e r s h i p .

I n 1883, C h a r l e s Parsons a c q u i r e d c o n t r o l o f t h e s t o c k and h i r e d H a r r y B r i t t o n
t o o p e r a t e t h e l i n e . To g e t h e r t h e y b u i l t t h e Lake Shore Branch o f t h e R . W. & O .
i n t o a p rospe rous r a i l r o a d .

The New Yo r k C e n t r a l , n o t unaware o f i t s c o m p e t i t o r s s u c c e s s , l eased a l l
p r o p e r t i e s of t h e R. W. & O. in 1891 b u t r e t a i n e d t h e t ime-honored name f o r s e v e r a l
y e a r s o n t i m e t a b l e s and o t h e r a d v e r t i s i n g l i t e r a t u r e .
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1905 NYC STATION - REPLACED R.W. & O. DEPOT
BUILT IN 1876 -- ENLARGED IN 1912

The fi r s t s t a t i o n at Wi l son was e rec ted in 1876-77, and t h i s depot was used
u n t i l 1905 when a new one was b u i l t b y t h e New York C e n t r a l . A n i t e m i n the
J a n u a r y 12 , 1905, e d i t i o n o f t h e Wi lson "Star " s t a t e d :



WILSON'S RAILROAD DAYS (Cont inued)

"The R . W . & O . depot i n t h i s v i l l a g e i s b e i n g t o r n down and i n i t s p l a c e
t h e New Yo r k C e n t r a l w i l l e r e c t a s t a t i o n o f m o r e modern d e s i g n . "

In 1912-13, t h e w a i t i n g room, baggage r o o m and t i c k e t o f fi c e w e r e en la rged
and t h e e n t i r e complex covered w i t h a s l a t e r o o f . The b e a u t i f u l l y designed b r i c k
walks w e r e a l s o l a i d a t t h i s t i m e . ( C o n fi r m e d b y t h e l a t e Fay Campbell who was
work ing n e a r t h e depot a t t h e t i m e . )

The r a i l r o a d p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t r o l l i n Wilson's economy and when t h e New
Yo r k C e n t r a l t o o k c o n t r o l i n 1891, i t s e r v i c e d o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t f r u i t - g r o w i n g
a r e a s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

Even t h e m i g h t y New Yo r k C e n t r a l , a t t i m e s , f o u n d i t d i f fi c u l t t o fi n d enough
equipment t o h a n d l e t h e l a r g e a m o u n t s o f f r u i t , v e g e t a b l e s and o t h e r p r o d u c t s
t h a t w e r e sh ipped f r o m Lake Ontar io 's southern shore .

In i t s hey-dey, fi v e passenger t r a i n s o p e r a t e d d a i l y , and connect ions c o u l d
b e made t o N i a g a r a F a l l s , B u f f a l o , Chicago, New Yo r k C i t y and P o r t l a n d , Maine.

Some o f t h e famous " fl y e r s " t h a t o p e r a t e d o v e r t h e "Hojack" were t h e "White
Moun ta in Express" and t h e "Wabash". These t r a i n s , made up in Chicago, m o s t l y
passed t h r o u g h W i l s o n a t n i g h t .
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TRAIN TIME AT THE WILSON DEPOT
c a . 1914

Improved highways and a g r o w i n g t r u c k i n d u s t r y , f o r c e d t h e r a i l r o a d t o c u r t a i l
o p e r a t i o n s , and b y 1924, p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s w e r e c u t t o t w o d a i l y . Passenger s e r v i c e
was fi n a l l y d i scon t i nued in 1934, b u t t he Wi l son f r e i g h t o f fi c e rema ined open
u n t i l J u n e , 1959.

The W i l s o n Canning Company bough t t h e depo t in 1961, and r e s o l d i t to D r .
John F. Argue i n 1965. H e used t h e b u i l d i n g t o s t o r e a n t i q u e c a r s u n t i l O c t o b e r ,
1972, when h e gave i t t o t h e Town o f Wi l son w i t h t h e s t i p u l a t i o n t h a t i t b e used
a s a museum and m e e t i n g p l a c e f o r t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y .

The sound o f t h e s t e a m l o c o m o t i v e w h i s t l e a n d t h e d i e s e l ' s h o r n a r e n o l o n g e r
h e a r d i n W i l s o n , and t h e t r a c k s t h a t o n c e c a r r i e d t h e famous " fl y e r s " t h r o u g h
t o w n have been t o r n up and sc rapped .

A l l t h a t rema ins to remind Wi l son ians o f t h e i r o n e - t i m e "Only c o n n e c t i o n
to t h e o u t s i d e wo r l d " , is t h e s t a t e l y o l d depot-museum; t h e 1903 New Yo r k C e n t r a l
work caboose; some r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g s i g n s ; a m i s c e l l a n e o u s c o l l e c t i o n o f r a i l r o a d
a r t i f a c t s ; and some n o s t a l g i c memor ies o f a n e a r l i e r d a y.
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WILSON'S RAILROAD DAYS (Cont inued)

The "Hojack" name w i l l a l s o be prese rved because o f a generous g i f t o f l a n d
b y D r . George and Rosemary Badger o f L o c k p o r t . The f o u r and one h a l f a c r e p l o t
o f l a n d has been seeded, t i l e d r a i n e d and p l a n t e d t o t r e e s , and a n h i s t o r i c a l
marker d e s i g n a t e s t h e s i t e a s “Hojack" P a r k - - w i t h t h e names o f i t s donors i n s c r i b e d
u p o n i t .

* % * * * * * *
HUMOR ALONG THE "HOJACK"

S e v e r a l s t o r i e s have been t o l d how t h e R. W. & 0. g o t t h e name, "Hojack",
b u t t h e one w e l i k e t e l l s how Jack We lch , a f a r m e r and one o f t h e fi r s t e n g i n e e r s ,
couldn' t f o r g e t h i s h o r s e - d r i v i n g ways ; s o e v e r y t i m e h e slowed down f o r a s t a t i o n
he 'd h o l l e r "whoa" a t t h e e n g i n e .

People q u i c k l y "picked i t up" and j o k i n g l y began t o r e f e r t o t h e r a i l r o a d
as t h e "Whoa-Jack" l i n e - - a n d as time w e n t b y , shor tened it to "Hojack". Whether
t h e s t o r y i s t r u e o r n o t , i t ' s a s l o g i c a l a n e x p l a n a t i o n a s a n y.

Another "tongue-in-cheek" t a l e was w r i t t e n by h i s t o r i a n W i l l i a m Olmstead and
pub l i shed by George Gooding o f Lockpor t in 1810 t h a t sugges ts how the hamlet o f
B u r t may have o r i g i n a t e d :

" I n 1875, when t h e R . W. & 0 . opened, t h e r e was a s t a t i o n a t the c r o s s i n g o n
Lake Road c a l l e d "Newfane". I n 1900, when t h e L o c k p o r t - O l c o t t t r o l l e y , r u n n i n g
n o r t h , went under the steam l i n e , which w e n t e a s t and w e s t , the p o i n t o f i n t e r s e c t i o n
was c a l l e d "Burt" a f t e r B u r t Van H o r n . In exchange, t h e t r o l l e y l i n e took the
name o f "Newfane" f o r i t s C h a r l o t t e v i l l e S t a t i o n .

'The c r o s s i n g o f these t w o r a i l r o a d s a t B u r t seemed t o have a permanent e f f e c t
on t h e growth o f t h e hamle t a t t h a t p o i n t . Te n y e a r s have made a t o w n where once
t h e r e w e r e o n l y fi e l d s .

"The problem was t h a t t h e t w o r a i l r o a d s w e r e always s t r i v i n g o n how n o t t o
make c o n n e c t i o n s , and passengers had t o w a i t s o l o n g between t r a i n s , t h e y concluded
t h a t i t was e a s i e r to s e t t l e there . "

One t i m e , a 'drummer' who wished t o purchase a t i c k e t f r o m W i l s o n t o C h a r l o t t e ,
i n q u i r e d o f t h e t i c k e t a g e n t how l a t e h i s t r a i n w o u l d b e . H e was s u r p r i s e d when
t h e a g e n t t o l d h i m t h e t r a i n w a s o n t i m e .

"How come?" asked t h e a s t o n i s h e d salesman.

"Oh t h i s is yesterday's t r a i n " , r e p l i e d t h e a g e n t , "She's j u s t 24 h o u r s l a t e . ”

I n a n o t h e r i n c i d e n t , a l e t t e r m a i l e d f r o m N i a g a r a F a l l s i n 1882, wasn't r e c e i v e d
i n W i l s o n u n t i l 1894. The U . S . P o s t O f fi c e , o f t e n t h e t a r g e t o f c r i t i c i s m f o r
m i s d i r e c t e d m a i l , was s l i g h t l y exone ra ted b y t h e E d i t o r o f The W i l s o n " S t a r "
who n o t e d :

"We a lways knew t h e R. W. & O. was s l o w , b u t t h i s beats a l l records. "
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HUMOR ALONG THE "“HOJACK" (Con t i nued )

T r a i n conduc to rs on t h e "Hojack" were u s u a l l y ass igned to r e g u l a r ‘ r u n s ’ ,
and o f t e n became w e l l acqua in ted w i t h passengers. The l a t e M r s . M a r i o n H o r t o n
o f t e n took h e r sons Char les and R o b e r t to Roches te r w i t h h e r and r e c a l l e d t h a t
when t h e t r a i n reached t h e V i l l a g e of G r e e c e , t h e conductor would always say
t o h e r y o u n g s t e r s , "Hold t i g h t t o y o u r s e a t s , b o y s , we're r u n n i n g th rough Greece"
- - a remark t h a t a lways k e p t t h e boys g i g g l i n g t o R o c h e s t e r.

Once, a l i t t l e o l d l a d y , n o t i c e a b l y under t h e i n fl u e n c e o f i n t o x i c a n t s ,
t r i e d t o board a t r a i n a t Wi l son f o r H o l l e y , b u t i n s i s t e d o n t r y i n g t o s tand
on t h e baggage p l a t f o r m r a t h e r t h a n t a k i n g a s e a t i n s i d e . The conductor was
o b l i g e d t o p u t h e r o f f t h e t r a i n and a s h o r t t i m e l a t e r she was found f a s t a s l e e p ,
s t r e t c h e d o u t o n t h e depot w a i t i n g room fl o o r .

When she fi n a l l y came t o , she boarded a n o t h e r t r a i n w i t h o u t f u r t h e r i n c i d e n t ,
and i t was l a t e r d iscovered t h a t she was a l a d y of considerable means in h e r
home t o w n .

D u r i n g t h e d e p r e s s i o n y e a r s , many t r a m p s r o d e t h e f r e i g h t s i n t o W i l s o n and
o f t e n camped i n t h e W i l s o n o r S t e v e n s woods. A t n i g h t , some w o u l d b r e a k i n t o
t h e depot i n search o f money o r o t h e r v a l u a b l e s .

One t i m e , j u s t before C h r i s t m a s , M r s . P a t t e r s o n , t h e s t a t i o n agent's w i f e ,
wen t to B u f f a l o on a shopping spree and, in o rde r to keep h e r daughters from
fi n d i n g o u t what she had bought them, h i d t h e i r g i f t s i n the depot s a f e . That
n i g h t , t ramps broke i n t o the s t a t i o n and managed t o open t h e sa fe .

Mrs. P a t t e r s o n l a t e r s a i d t h a t she would have loved t o have seen the e x p r e s ‑
s i o n o n t h e i r faces when a l l they found f o r t h e i r t r o u b l e were t w o d o l l s and a
s i l k p e t t i c o a t .

When H inch l i f f e ' s V i n e g a r Works operated e a s t o f t h e d e p o t , A l l e n H i n c h l i f f e
used t o b r i n g h i s s m a l l daughter t o t h e s t a t i o n w i t h h i m when t r a n s a c t i n g b u s i n e s s .
O n t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e w a i t i n g r o o m was a w a t e r f o u n t a i n where h i s l i t t l e g i r l
a lways wanted to d r i n k f r o m t h e "magic fountain". And, of c o u r s e , to a l i t t l e
g i r l , i t was a m a g i c f o u n t a i n , because each t i m e h e r f a t h e r waved h i s hands o v e r
i t , t h e w a t e r would s p u r t out - -much to h e r amazement .

I t was some t i m e l a t e r b e f o r e she discovered t h e s e c r e t o f t h e magic f o u n t a i n - ‑
h e r f a t h e r was p r e s s i n g o n a f o o t p e d a l t o make t h e w a t e r come, and f o r a l o n g
t i m e t h o r o u g h l y en joyed t h e l o o k of astonishment on h i s daughter 's f a c e when he
d i d s o .

Memor ies l i k e t h a t a r e h a r d t o e r a s e , s o w e i m a g i n e E l e a n o r ( H i n c h l i f f e ) M y e r s ,
Town o f W i l s o n H i s t o r i a n , remembers t h e o l d "magic fountain" each t i m e she wa lks
i n t o t h e museum.

P e a r l ( C l a r k ) S p e a r s o f L o c k p o r t r e c a l l s t h a t when she was a young g i r l , she
s p e n t a l o t o f t i m e around t h e o l d d e p o t . She s a i d t h e l o c o m o t i v e e n g i n e e r s
l i k e d t o d r i n k and she w o u l d g e t a j u g o f h a r d c i d e r a t H i n c h l i f f e ' s V i n e g a r works
and leave i t a t t h e R a i l r o a d C r o s s i n g f o r them. She'd come back l a t e r f o r t h e
j u g and a lways fi n d a q u a r t e r beneath i t . ( E n t e r p r i s i n g g i r l ) .
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WILSON'S ROADS

OPENING THE NIAGARA FRONTIER

Today, when we d r i v e fi f t y o r s i x t y m i l e s an h o u r o v e r we l l - paved highways,
we p robab l y g i v e l i t t l e t hough t t o how much roads have changed o u r l i f e s t y l e s
or way of communicating w i t h one ano the r.

A t t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y , e v e r y t h i n g centered around t h e home, b u t w i t h
t h e i n v e n t i o n of t h e automobi le t h i s a l l changed. As c a r s improved, so d i d t h e
need f o r b e t t e r r oads .

I t i s t r u l y amazing how t h e N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r has improved d u r i n g t h e p a s t
150 y e a r s , and t h e r e is l i t t l e q u e s t i o n b u t what t h e expand ing h ighway s y s t e m
has been one o f t h e c h i e f c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s .

I n 1800, a l l We s t e r n New Yo r k , (except f o r t h e M i l e S t r i p a l o n g t h e N i a g a r a
R i v e r and t h e 200,000 a c r e s s e t a s i d e f o r t h e fi v e I n d i a n R e s e r v a t i o n s ) was owned
b y t h e H o l l a n d Land Company and when o u r g r e a t - g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r s came t o t h i s
a r e a , t h e l a n d s were v i r t u a l l y unoccup ied . The few t r a v e l e r s who d i d v e n t u r e
i n t o t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r used t h e o l d I n d i a n t r a i l s t o d o s o .

Joseph E l l i c o t t , C h i e f Surveyor f o r t h e Ho l land Land Company, r e a l i z e d t h a t
roads had t o b e b u i l t i f s e t t l e r s were t o b e a t t r a c t e d t o Western New York and
one enticement used by the company was to o f f e r any i n d i v i d u a l the o p t i o n of
b u i l d i n g a road and pay ing him one t h i r d o f h i s l a b o r i n cash and g i v i n g the
other two t h i r d s i n l a n d .

When the U . S . Army asked E l l i c o t t t o su rvey a r o u t e f o r a m i l i t a r y road ,
h e q u i c k l y agreed a s h e knew t h a t e v e n though b u i l t b y t h e a r m y, e a r l y s e t t l e r s
wou ld a l s o be a b l e to u s e i t .

A l t h o u g h t h i s p e r m i t t e d a s m a l l p o r t i o n o f t h e H o l l a n d Purchase t o open
u p a l o n g t h e N i a g a r a R i v e r , E l l i c o t t was n o t s a t i s fi e d - - t h i s was o n l y a b e g i n n i n g .
I n 1804, h e o b t a i n e d p e r m i s s i o n f r o m t h e H o l l a n d Company t o b u i l d t w o m a j o r roads
i n t o Western New Yo r k . One r o u t e connected "B ig Tree", (now Geneseo) to a p o i n t
j u s t s o u t h of B u f f a l o C reek . The o t h e r r o u t e connected B a t a v i a w i t h B u f f a l o
Creek , and was known as t h e "Old B u f f a l o Road", ( R t e . 5 ) . B o t h roads were completed
in  1810 .

P r i o r t o t h e War o f 1812 , o n l y t w o r o a d s connec ted o u r p r e s e n t N i a g a r a C o u n t y
w i t h E a s t e r n New Yo r k S t a t e , t h e L e w i s t o n T r a i l and t h e Ridge Road. B o t h were
l i t t l e m o r e t h a n quagmi res d u r i n g t h e r a i n y s e a s o n s . In f a c t , t h e s e c t i o n b e ‑
t w e e n Warren's Corners and Wr igh t ' s C o r n e r s was seldom passab le at such t i m e s .

The L e w i s t o n T r a i l was, and i s , t h e m o s t r o m a n t i c and h i s t o r i c highway i n
N i a g a r a C o u n t y. I t w a s t h e t r a i l o v e r wh ich thousands of I n d i a n s fl e d to o l d
F o r t N i a g a r a a f t e r b e i n g d e f e a t e d b y G e n e r a l S u l l i v a n i n t h e l a t t e r days o f t h e
Amer ican R e v o l u t i o n .

I t was a l s o t h e t r a i l used by B u t l e r ' s Rangers and murderous bands of p l u n ‑
d e r i n g I n d i a n s who l o o t e d and burned t h e cab ins o f i s o l a t e d s e t t l e r s - - m a n y o f
whom were taken t o t h e f o r t t o b e t o r t u r e d o r k i l l e d .
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When F o r t N i a g a r a was captured by t h e B r i t i s h d u r i n g t h e War of 1812, t h e
t r a i l was a g a i n used as an escape r o u t e f o r t h e hundreds of e a r l y s e t t l e r s who
w e r e d r i v e n f r o m t h e i r homes b y t h e B r i t i s h and I n d i a n s . H o w e v e r , when t h e w a r
ended, many persons a g a i n b r o u g h t t h e i r f a m i l i e s t o t h e N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r .

Some o f them came b y w a t e r , b u t t h o s e who came a l o n g t h e R idge had t o c u t
new pa ths th rough t h e woods t o reach t h e i r l a n d s . N a t u r a l l y , t h e y would t r y
to a v o i d swampy areas or growths of heavy t i m b e r and would a lways seek sha l l ow
s p o t s in creeks o v e r which t h e y c o u l d s a f e l y f o r d .

B o t h o x e n and h o r s e s w e r e used t o p u l l t h e i r wagons and c a r t s a l o n g t h e
R idge , b u t oxen were p r e f e r r e d a s i t was e a s i e r t o fi n d f o r a g e f o r them. S t o r i e s
handed down b y those e a r l y p i o n e e r s r e v e a l t h a t t h e a x e was t h e i r m o s t t r u s t e d
possess ion and used to w i d e n t h e t r a i l s so t h e i r wagons c o u l d g e t th rough .

S i n c e many of Wilson's r o a d s evo lved f r o m t h e t r a i l s made by t h e I n d i a n s
and e a r l y s e t t l e r s , some s t i l l f o l l o w those fi r s t w i n d i n g p a t h s c u t t h r o u g h t h e
w i l d e r n e s s . The I r i s h Road c o n n e c t i n g R o u t e 104 w i t h C h e s t n u t Road i s a v e r y
good example.

In the Souvenir H i s t o r y of Niagara County, i t s t a t e s t h a t the Old N iagara
Road, f o r m e r l y a n I n d i a n T r a i l , extended from Batav ia t o Lew is ton t o F o r t N i a g a r a .
A lso known as the Lewiston T r a i l , i t formed the nor thern boundary of the C i t y of
Lockpor t .

I n 1799, P h i l i p Beach, the m a i l c a r r i e r , rode h i s horse a long the t r a i l and
de l i ve red m a i l , (most ly l e t t e r s ) which he c a r r i e d in h i s c o a t pocke t . Th is i s
s a i d t o b e t h e fi r s t R u r a l F r e e M a i l D e l i v e r y i n N iagara Coun ty. M r . Beach was
t h e Cambria p i o n e e r who s e t t l e d on t h e bank of Howell's Creek in 1802.

WILSON'S FIRST ROADS

I n 1811, t h e fi r s t r o a d i n t h e Town o f W i l s o n was b u i l t a l o n g Lake O n t a r i o
f r o m F o r t N i a g a r a t o S o m e r s e t . The r o a d was v e r y crude and Reuben W i l s o n was
quoted b y h i s t o r i a n , Orsamus T u r n e r , a s h a v i n g s a i d , “Even when m i l l s w e r e b u i l t
on t h e Purchase , i t was e a s i e r t o go a c r o s s Lake O n t a r i o f o r g r i n d i n g t h a n to
t r a v e l on t h e new roads."

The second r o a d b u i l t i n W i l s o n was t h e To w n l i n e Road w h i c h was surveyed
in M a y, 1816. I t was so named because i t ex tended n o r t h and south on t h e l i n e
s e p a r a t i n g t h e seventh and e i g h t h r a n g e s o f t h e H o l l a n d S u r v e y .

When t h e r o a d was fi r s t l a i d o u t , i t f o l l o w e d t h i s l i n e t w o m i l e s sou th f r o m
Lake O n t a r i o , t h e n branched o f f to t h e southwest c o r n e r of t h e townsh ip . In 1819,
t h e road was s t r a i g h t e n e d o u t t o head sou th t o Cambria. Today w e know t h i s r o a d
as t h e Wilson-Cambria Road, ( R t e 4 2 5 ) .

There i s a d i s t i n c t p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e o r i g i n a l r o u t e , w h i c h was surveyed
to t h e southwest c o r n e r o f t o w n , was l a t e r used by t h e R. W. & 0 R a i l r o a d when t h e
Lake Shore L i n e was b u i l t t h r o u g h W i l s o n to Ransomvi l le in 1875.
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The t h i r d highway in Wi lson was carved through t h e f o r e s t s f r om Youngstown
to Van Horn's m i l l , (now B u r t ) in J u l y , 1816. T h i s road shor tened t h e d i s t a n c e
between these t w o h a m l e t s , and was t h e r o u t e o v e r w h i c h m o s t o f t h e M i l l ' s fl o u r
was taken t o F o r t N i a g a r a . The road was l a i d o u t b y Abner Crossman and George
Sheldon and was su rveyed by Joseph A i k e n , who d i d mos t o f t h e r o a d su rveys i n
Wi l son up to 1820.

The f o u r t h highway in town was c l e a r e d o r "slashed" th rough t h e w i l de rness
b y D a n i e l Holmes who, i n 1818, c o n t r a c t e d t o d o t h e j o b . The s lash ings w e r e p i l e d ,
d r i e d and l a t e r burned g i v i n g t h e r o a d i t s o r i g i n a l name, "Slash Road". I t was
des igna ted as "Maple Street" on a 1860 map, b u t as l a t e as 1940 was s t i l l r e f e r r e d
t o a s t h e "Slash" Road b y l o c a l r e s i d e n t s . To d a y, i t s o f fi c i a l name i s t h e "Maple"
Road.

The fi f t h r o a d i n t o w n was opened i n 1824 b y Joseph Marsh who s e t t l e d a t
t h e p r e s e n t c o r n e r of Chestnut and Beebe Roads. The wagon t r a i l w h i c h connected
h i s c a b i n to what we now know as S o u t h W i l s o n , was c a l l e d t h e "Marsh Se t t l emen t
Road." I t was known b y t h i s name u n t i l c a . 1870 when l o c a l r e s i d e n t s began c a l l i n g
it "Chestnut S t ree t " .

In the Landmarks of Niagara County, by W i l l i a m P o o l e , he s t a t e s , " I n the
southeast p a r t of t h i s town was formed what was known as t h e Chestnut S t r e e t
Methodist-Episcopal Church. It is s i t u a t e d on l o t n o . 56, Marsh Road."

The name of the road is a l so confirmed in t h e Souveni r History of Niagara
County, 1902, by W i l l i a m H. Holmes who s t a t e d , “ I n A p r i l , 1871, Stephen C. Wakeman
deeded a l o t on the n o r t h s i de of Chestnut S t r e e t to the t r u s t e e s of the Chestnut
S t r e e t Methodist-Episcopal S o c i e t y of Wi lson. Chestnut S t r e e t is the modern
name f o r t h e "Marsh S e t t l e m e n t Road."

In t h e l a t e r 1920's, N iaga ra County t o o k o v e r and paved Beebe Road f r o m
Chestnut t o Warren's C o r n e r s . Beebe and C h e s t n u t w e r e t h e n o f fi c i a l l y named
t h e "Warren's C o r n e r s - S o u t h W i l s o n Road." The cumbersome name was dropped i n
t h e l a t e 1930's and t h e s e c t i o n between Beebe Road and South W i l s o n was named
"Chestnut S t r e e t . "

T h i s c r e a t e d a prob lem as t h e r e was a l s o a "Chestnut St ree t " in t h e V i l l a g e .
I n t h e horse and buggy days , h a v i n g t w o C h e s t n u t S t r e e t s i n Town d i d n ' t p r e s e n t
t o o much of a p r o b l e m . However, w i t h b e t t e r r o a d s and b e t t e r means of commuting,
i t was i n e v i t a b l e t h a t t h e r e w o u l d b e some c o n f u s i o n .

Problems o c c u r r e d when t r u c k e r s began to d e l i v e r p a r c e l s to t h e V i l l a g e
t h a t shou ld have been dropped o f f in E a s t W i l s o n , and one t i m e e v e n t h e Wi l son
Vo lun tee r F i r e Company d rove to t h e wrong Ches tnu t S t r e e t i n answer to a c a l l
t o "put o u t a fi r e b e h i n d t h e c h u r c h o n C h e s t n u t S t r e e t . " The fi r e m e n assumed
t h e c a l l e r m e a n t C h e s t n u t S t r e e t i n E a s t W i l s o n , b u t when n o fi r e was f o u n d ,
r e t u r n e d q u i c k l y t o t h e V i l l a g e where t h e fi r e was f o u n d beh ind t h e F i r s t B a p t i s t
C h u r c h - - t w o b l o c k s f r o m t h e F i r e H a l l .

I n 1986, t h e Wi l son Town Board p u t a n end t o t h e confus ion and o f fi c i a l l y
changed t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l road's name f rom C h e s t n u t S t r e e t t o Chestnut Road.
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A l t h o u g h some o f Wilson's roads l i k e C h e s t n u t , W i l l o w o r S l a s h , were named
f o r obvious r e a s o n s , many rece ived t h e i r names f r o m e a r l y p i o n e e r s such a s D a n i e l s ,
Beebe, J o n a s , P a l m e r, I d e , R a n d a l l , B r a y l e y , N e l s o n , F i t c h , H u r l b u r t and H a r r i s .

V i l l a g e s t r e e t s a l s o c a r r i e d t h e names o f some o f i t s e a r l y s e t t l e r s such
as P e t t i t , D o x , W i l c o x , McChesney, Young , War ren and H a n e r.

O l d photographs o f t e n show t h e d i r t roads t h a t were so prominen t in t h e
1800's and one taken of t h e V i l l a g e in 1879, shows Young St reet 's w i d e d i r t r oad
w i t h b o a r d walks and q u a i n t f rame b u i l d i n g s o n e i t h e r s i d e .

P a u l M i d d l e t o n , who was r a i s e d o n Young S t r e e t , r e c a l l e d t h a t when h e was
a b o y, W i l s o n appeared much l i k e some of t h e o l d w e s t e r n t o w n s shown in t h e movies
o r  t e l e v i s i o n .

N o t a l l t h e e a r l y roads w e r e made f r o m d i r t o r g r a v e l . I n 1891, t h e r e w e r e
t h r e e p l a n k r o a d s in N i a g a r a C o u n t y ~ - t h e Lockport-Warren's Corne rs P lank Road;
t h e Lockpor t -Cambr ia P lank Road and t h e Lockport-Wright's C o r n e r s P l a n k Road.
A l l were taxed b y t h e s t a t e .

Swampy areas were b u i l t u p b y l a y i n g l o g s ac ross the low s p o t s and fi l l i n g
in between them w i t h d i r t and g r a v e l . These log -su r faced "plank" o r "corduroy"
roads were o f t e n used f o r t o l l w a y s , b u t due t o a n inc rease i n r a i l r o a d s , the
demand f o r w e l l b u i l t highways lessened a lmost b e f o r e it began.

I t was a s e a r l y a s 1825 when t h e fi r s t t o l l roads were b u i l t b y p r i v a t e
i n t e r e s t s . They served a much-needed purpose, b u t were n o t t o o popular- -especia l ly
when the t o l l had t o b e p a i d .

To a v o i d p a y i n g t o l l s , r o a d s w e r e sometimes b u i l t to b y - p a s s t h e t o l l g a t e .
These w e r e commonly known as "Shunpikes", and a good example of one is t h e Shunpike
Road t h a t c o n n e c t s S u n s e t D r i v e w i t h Budd Road.

Through t h e e a r l y 1900's, m o s t o f t h e h ighways in W i l s o n w e r e d i r t and g r a v e l ,
and d u r i n g t h e r a i n y seasons w e r e r u t t e d and muddy. They w e r e adequate f o r t h e
h o r s e and wagon, h o w e v e r, and w e r e k e p t in good c o n d i t i o n by t h e “Pathmasters"
ass igned to l o o k a f t e r them.

I t was t h e i r j o b t o keep t h e r o a d s a s l e v e l and f r e e o f r u t s a s p o s s i b l e
and t h i s w a s done b y d r a g g i n g a scraper o r "hone" b e h i n d a t e a m o f h o r s e s . The
Pathmasters w e r e reimbursed f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e s by g i v i n g them a t a x c r e d i t .

Roads a l o n g t h e R i d g e w e r e n o t g raded i n t h o s e e a r l i e r days l i k e t h e y a r e
t o d a y, and sometimes f a r m e r s h a d d i f fi c u l t y d r i v i n g u p them t o g e t t h e i r produce
t o  m a r k e t .

The l a t e F red T h i l k once s a i d t h a t h e and h i s n e i g h b o r, Edgar B u l l , wou ld
o f t e n d r i v e t o market t o g e t h e r a n d , when t h e i r wagons were h e a v i l y l o a d e d , found
i t h a r d to c l i m b t h e Cambr ia C e n t e r or Baker H i l l s . Some t i m e s t h e y had to h i t c h
t w o t e a m s to o n e wagon in o r d e r to d r a w t h e i r p roduce to t h e t o p o f t h e h i l l .

47



WILSON'S ROADS (Cont inued)

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

O i l macadam roads were i n t r o d u c e d i n W i l s o n i n t h e 1920's and c o n s i s t e d
o f crushed s t o n e mixed w i t h a s p h a l t and l i g h t t a r . T h e i r use inc reased the c o s t
o f r o a d b u i l d i n g f r om $10,000 t o $15,000 a m i l e .

Most o f Wilson's 10' wide macadam roads were b u i l t w i t h s t o n e c r u s h e r s ,
r o l l e r s , sc rapers and ha rd manual l a b o r . The highway was fi r s t scraped and e x c a ‑
v a t e d , t h e n covered w i t h s i x inches o f coarse fi e l d s t o n e . Two inches o f fi n e r
s t o n e was then p laced o v e r t h e b a s e , and t h i s was topped w i t h t w o inches o f fi n e
crushed fie lds tone . A f t e r each grade o f s t o n e was p u t in p l a c e , i t was l e v e l e d
o f f and r o l l e d w i t h a heavy s t e a m r o l l e r .

The s t o n e used was obta ined f r o m f a r m e r s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s who l i v e d a long
t h e proposed highway. They wou ld p i c k up t h e cobblestones by hand f r o m t h e fi e l d s
and fence r o w s , t h e n draw them b y wagon t o t h e p o r t a b l e c rusher w h i c h was operated
by t h e h ighway commissioner's men. As work p r o g r e s s e d , t h e s t o n e c rusher wou ld
b e moved t o d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s a s needed.

Determining which r o a d would be b u i l t o f t e n depended on t h e amount of s t o n e
a v a i l a b l e and the farmer's a b i l i t y t o g e t i t t o the c rushe r. These roads , made
in the o ld- fash ioned way, were, without a doubt , much b e t t e r than some b u i l t in
l a t e r yea rs . Const ruc ted on a s o l i d base, i t was l a t e r d iscovered t h a t new roads
b u i l t over a macadam base r e q u i r e d much l e s s maintenance.

L a r r y Pease r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e East Lake Road used t o b e serv i ced b y a group
of s i x to e i g h t farmers who drew g r a v e l f o r t h e road once each y e a r . It was
a vo lun ta ry e f f o r t and apparen t l y done as an a c t o f p u b l i c s p i r i t and de te rmina t ion .

These fa rmers developed a wagon of one y a r d c a p a c i t y w i t h t h e fl o o r made of
s e v e r a l p i e c e s of hardwood. To u n l o a d t h e wagon, t h e p i e c e s of hardwood wou ld
be removed, o n e at a t i m e , a l l o w i n g t h e g r a v e l to f a l l on t h e g round . T h i s proved
t o b e much e a s i e r t h a n s h o v e l i n g i t o f f b y hand.

G r a v e l f o r t h e E a s t Lake Road was found f r o m t w o s o u r c e s . One was a l o w
bank a t t h e n o r t h end o f Maple Road and t h e o t h e r was o n t h e C h a r l i e Swal low
fa rm where t h e g r a v e l was t h o u g h t t o b e s u p e r i o r .

One t i m e a s h i p had fl o u n d e r e d where t h e creek en te red t h e l a k e and a shoal
w a s formed w h e r e l a r g e a m o u n t s o f g r a v e l , f r e e o f l a r g e s t o n e s , h a d a c c u m u l a t e d .

Work o n t h e West Lake Road was v o l u n t a r y and i n t h e w i n t e r t i m e , r e s i d e n t s
o f t h e Town c o u l d e a r n some money b y d r i v i n g t h e i r teams and wagons o v e r t h e
i c e t o t h e " I s l a n d " , and s h o v e l i n g o u t t h e g r a v e l b y hand . Fay Campbel l r e c a l l e d
t h a t huge h o l e s were dug a long t h e lakeshore f o r t h a t pu rpose and i t t ook t h e
l a k e many y e a r s t o fi l l them back a g a i n .

Somet imes, a farmer's wagon w o u l d b r e a k t h r o u g h t h e i c e and a t e a m of mules
w o u l d have to be brough t i n to p u l l them o u t . G r a v e l b rough t f r o m t h e " I s land"
to t h e ma in l and was p i l e d up and l a t e r used to fi l l h o l e s and p a t c h roads in
t h e s p r i n g and summer. F o r t h i s w o r k , t h e r o a d workers r e c e i v e d a b o u t $3.50
p e r d a y.
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Stone f o r t h e Ches tnu t Road was drawn f r o m t h e N o r t h Road and g r a v e l was
f u r n i s h e d f r o m t h e Dan ie ls Road. O t h e r roads i n Town were serv iced i n a s i m i l a r
manner. L a t e r i n t h e s e a s o n , teams were h i r e d t o p u l l l e v e l i n g sc rapers and
g r a d e r s and t h i s work was a l l done under t h e superv i s ion of t h e highway commissioner.

The fi r s t Highway Super in tendent in t h e Town of Wi lson was "Chick" W i l s o n ,
and h e was succeeded b y E d To e n i e s s e n , B i l l R o h r i n g , Rudy V o l l s , George U p t o n ,
Fred Barnum, A r t h u r Z a s t r o w , Ra lph E v a n s , L e e Farquharson and t h e c u r r e n t P a u l
K a r s t e n .

The increased u s e of heavy t r u c k s and a u t o s , made i t n e c e s s a r y to fi n d b e t t e r
and more permanent mate r ia l s f o r b u i l d i n g h i g h w a y s , and in t h e 1920's, it became
f e a s i b l e t o pave t h e m a i n , w e l l - t r a v e l e d r o a d s w i t h cement .

When t h e W i l s o n Townl ine Road was paved in 1920, i t was cons idered q u i t e
a f e a t . A s p e c i a l c e l e b r a t i o n was h e l d and member o f t h e B u f f a l o A u t o Club were
i n v i t e d t o d r i v e o v e r t h e new highway t o W i l s o n .

Members of t h e Wi l son ian Club served ref reshments w h i l e t h e W i l s o n Park
Band serenaded the gues t s f rom the proch of t h e o l d Lu ther Wi lson house.

H a r r i e t Ne l son , who d ied in 1923, t o l d h e r daugh te r, A l i c e , t h a t many sec t i ons
of the o r i g i n a l road had been covered w i t h l o g s which she remembered d r i v i n g
over many t imes w i t h horse and wagon. When t h e new concre te s t r i p was l a y e d ,
h e r s t o r y was confirmed as many of the l o g s were exposed and dug u p .

Another road t h a t was constructed about t h i s same t ime was the Youngstown
Road. A c o n c r e t e s t r i p a long the south s ide was completed fi r s t so cars u s i n g
t h e n o r t h s i d e d i d n ' t a lways f a r e t o o w e l l - - e s p e c i a l l y i f i t was w e t and muddy.

The l a t e E d i t h D i e z used t o t e l l a s t o r y abou t a n i n c i d e n t t h a t occurred
w h i l e t h e r o a d was b e i n g paved. One d a y, h e r b o y f r i e n d came t o c a l l o n h e r and
when he l e f t home he was n e a t l y dressed and w o r e a w h i t e s h i r t . As he drove
a l o n g t h e newly-paved s t r i p w i t h h i s c a r windows open, he gave l i t t l e t h o u g h t
f o r a n y t h i n g e l s e b u t t o g e t t o h i s g i r l f r i end ' s house q u i c k l y .

Under t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , h e f a i l e d t o see t h a t t h e unpaved s e c t i o n o f t h e
highway was muddy and fi l l e d w i t h pudd les . He was r u d e l y awakened, h o w e v e r ,
when a c a r passed h i m s p l a s h i n g d i r t a l l o v e r h i m a n d h i s c a r . A c c o r d i n g t o
E d i t h , "He was a s i g h t t o beho ld when h e a r r i v e d a t m y house."

Ro land S i n g e r was Town S u p e r v i s o r a t t h e t i m e and t h e n a r r o w s t r i p o f c o n c r e t e
was j o k i n g l y r e f e r r e d to as " S i n g e r ' s Sidewalk."

When t h e o l d R i d g e Road, ( R t e . 1 0 4 ) was paved in 1915, i t was considered
an eng ineer ing masterp iece and because of i t s huge c o s t , ( a t t h e t i m e ) , was c a l l e d
t h e " M i l l i o n D o l l a r Highway."

In t h e 1930's , an e f f o r t was made to promote N i a g a r a F a l l s as the "Honeymoon
C i t y " , and s i g n s w e r e p u t u p d e s i g n a t i n g t h e R i d g e a s t h e "Honeymoon T r a i l " .
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The d i s t i n c t i v e s i g n s w e r e p l a c e d a long t h e highway and each had t w o r e d
h e a r t s o n i t p i e r c e d b y Cupid's a r r o w . L o c a l r e s i d e n t s m u s t s u r e l y r e c a l l t h e
one which was p laced a t the c o r n e r o f o l d Beebe Road n e x t to t h e fo rmer Grange
H a l l a t Warrens Corne rs .

MODERN ROAD BUILDING

I t was about 1930 when a s p h a l t began t o b e used e x t e n s i v e l y f o r c o v e r i n g
highways. I t was fi r s t used as a h o t m i x t u r e w i t h v a r i o u s grades of s t o n e and was
u s u a l l y p u t o n t h e roads f r o m a s p r e a d e r hooked b e h i n d a l a r g e a s p h a l t t r u c k .
Snow d i d n ' t appear t o b u i l d u p o n t h e h o t a s p h a l t r o a d s a s much a s i t does t o d a y.

D u r i n g t h e days o f t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n , t h e s o - c a l l e d "Farm to Market"
r o a d s were b u i l t u n d e r a g o v e r n m e n t W. P. A . p r o j e c t . F r e d Barnum was highway
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t a t t h e t i m e and t w o o f t h e r o a d s b u i l t were t h e D a n i e l s and Maple
Roads.

In t h e 1950's, t h e t e n y e a r I r w i n P l a n , sponsored by t h e s t a t e , p e r m i t t e d
towns t o j o i n i n w i t h s t a t e fund ing 25% o f t h e c o s t . Highway c o n s t r u c t i o n had
slowed t o a h a l t d u r i n g World War I I , b u t when the war ended i n 1946, r o a d - b u i l d i n g
was resumed.

Most o f the road b u i l d i n g programs were ma in l y d i r e c t e d to imp rov ing and
r e s u r f a c i n g e x i s t i n g roads wh ich , u p t o t h e n , had been constructed w i t h sand,
c l a y, t o p s o i l , g r a v e l or water-bound macadam. Regular machines f o r app l y i ng
aspha l t came i n t o use i n t h e l a t e 1940's and s u r f a c i n g roads became much qu icker
and e a s i e r . Asphal t was found t o b e e x c e l l e n t f o r c o v e r i n g o l d roads i n c l u d i n g
some paved w i t h c o n c r e t e .

S i n c e heavy t r a f fi c u s u a l l y wears r u t s i n c o n c r e t e , a s p h a l t has been used
e x t e n s i v e l y to r e s u r f a c e modern expressways. R e s u r f a c i n g g e n e r a l l y means c o v e r i n g
o v e r t h e e x i s t i n g r o a d w i t h about t w o i n c h e s o f a s p h a l t and b a s i c a l l y t h i s i s
what is known as Armour C o a t .

S i n c e World War I I , r oads have b e e n d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e ma in c l a s s e s - - f e d e r a l
a i d r o a d s , s t a t e r o a d s , and c o u n t y and l o c a l r o a d s . O b v i o u s l y, much has changed
s i n c e t h e days of t h e Pathmaster.

F o r many y e a r s , t h e p r o p e r t y t a x w a s t h e o n l y s o u r c e o f r e v e n u e c o l l e c t e d
and s p e n t b y o u r l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t . The i n c r e a s e i n t h e u s e o f m o t o r v e h i c l e s ,
however, r e s u l t e d i n a n e n t i r e l y new s y s t e m o f l i c e n s e s , f e e s and g a s o l i n e t a x e s
w h i c h were c o l l e c t e d b y t h e s t a t e and r e d i s t r i b u t e d amongs t t h e v a r i o u s s t a t e
a g e n c i e s and l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s .

One of t h e m o r e r e c e n t deve lopments in highway c o n s t r u c t i o n came as l a t e
a s t h e 1980's when r e c y c l i n g machines were fi r s t p u t t o u s e . T h i s p r o c e s s was
used i n t h e C i t y o f L o c k p o r t when South T r a n s i t Road was repaved .

A s c r a p e r p l a n e d o f f t h e o l d a s p h a l t t o t h e c o n c r e t e base and t h e o l d a s p h a l t
was r e c y c l e d and used t o make t h e new s u r f a c e . A t t h e t i m e , t h e p r o c e s s was
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so new it hadn't a c t u a l l y been determined y e t whether t h e s a v i n g in ma te r i a l
would j u s t i f y b u i l d i n g a new r o a d i n t h a t manner.

B u i l d i n g new highways is v e r y expensive t o d a y, w i t h f o u r l a n e expressways
r u n n i n g i n t o t h e m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s . A d d i n g t o t h i s c o s t a r e many new t y p e s
of road b u i l d i n g equipment--much of wh ich is operated w i t h c o m p u t e r s .

Except f o r on and o f f ramps, m o s t of t h e new expressways a r e b u i l t w i t h
c o n c r e t e and s t e e l . The c o n c r e t e b a s e , when fi r s t p u t down, i s u s u a l l y e i g h t
to t e n inches t h i c k .

The Town o f W i l s o n , wh i ch h a s a n a r e a o f 5 2 square m i l e s , now has 9 0 m i l e s
o f v i l l a g e , t o w n , c o u n t y and s t a t e roads w i t h i n i t s boundar ies . There a r e , as
y e t , no f o u r l a n e expressways in t h e t o w n s h i p , b u t t h e r e m i g h t be someday if
t h e parkway between F o r t N i a g a r a and Roches te r is e v e r completed. I t has a l r e a d y
been determined t h a t f o u r l a n e expressways a r e t h e s a f e s t of a l l h ighways e v e r
b u i l t .

Today, i n one gene ra t i on , many o f us have l i v e d th rough a remarkable highway
explos ion t h a t has d r a m a t i c a l l y changed o u r l i v e s and l i f e s t y l e s . How d i f f e r e n t
f rom those care f ree days , when "Old MacDonald" h i tched h i s horse to a wagon and
drove con ten ted ly down some shady, c o u n t r y l a n e .

* * * * * * * *

DAYS OF THE "BUCKET BRIGADE"

H o n o r a r y members o f t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y l i k e I d a E r e o n , M a r g a r e t
W i l s o n , o r B e a t r i c e S a l i s b u r y , might r e c a l l t h o s e e a r l y h o r s e and buggy days when
t h e Town Pump was loca ted between t h e p resen t P i z z a Shop and t h e Masonic H a l l .

A t i n cup dang led f r om i t f o r t h o s e who wished to quench t h e i r t h i r s t and
a l a r g e wooden t r o u g h was k e p t f u l l o f w a t e r f o r t h e h o r s e s . When a h o r s e drank
f r o m a t r o u g h , t h e owner was supposed to r e fi l l it w i t h as much w a t e r as was
u s e d . N o t o n l y d i d t h i s keep t h e t r o u g h f r o m d r y i n g o u t , b u t a l s o k e p t i t f u l l
i n case o f fi r e .

V i l l a g e r s w e r e v e r y f e a r f u l o f fi r e i n t h e e a r l y 1900's and many w o u l d a l w a y s
fi l l p a i l s w i t h w a t e r and s e t them around t h e house b e f o r e r e t i r i n g a t n i g h t .
The M e t h o d i s t and B a p t i s t churches were a l w a y s l e f t unlocked s o anyone cou ld
g e t i n t o r i n g t h e b e l l i n c a s e o f fi r e .

I f an a l a r m was sounded, peop le wou ld r u s h to t h e scene and q u i c k l y f o r m
"bucket br igades", b u t t h e p a i l - w i e l d i n g v o l u n t e e r s were o f t e n n o match f o r q u i c k
spread ing fl a m e s . H o w e v e r , u p t o 1923, t h i s w a s t h e o n l y fi r e p r o t e c t i o n a v a i l a b l e
i n  W i l s o n .

People w e r e v e r y dependent on t h e i r w e l l s and c i s t e r n s in those e a r l y t i m e s ,
and if a summer came o f f h o t and d r y , t h e i r w a t e r s u p p l y would sometimes r u n
o u t . When t h i s happened, it wasn't unusual f o r one ne ighbor to h i t c h h i s t e a m
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t o a fl a t b e d , p i c k u p t h r e e o r f o u r l a d i e s , t h e n d r i v e them and t h e i r d i r t y laundry
t o Twelve M i l e C r e e k . The re , w i t h p e r m i s s i o n f r o m M r . H a r r i s , t hey would g a t h e r
d r y l i m b s f r o m t h e woods and b u i l d l a r g e fi r e s o v e r which t h e y wou ld h e a t w a t e r
in wash b o i l e r s . The c l o t h e s w e r e t h e n scrubbed on a washboard by hand and r i n s e d
w i t h w a t e r drawn f rom t h e nearby c r e e k .

Washing c l o t h e s was p r e t t y h a r d wo rk when compared to today 's laundromats
b u t i t was s a i d t h a t t h e l a d i e s l a u g h e d a n d v i s i t e d w h i l e they scrubbed, and
seemed t o t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y t h e s o c i a l g e t - t o - g e t h e r .

GAS LIGHT ERA, MILLER AND BROWN STORE ON CORNER

* * * * * * * *
THE LOCAL M I L I T I A & "CANNON BALL HILL"

I n C o l o n i a l d a y s , t h e m i l i t i a was o r g a n i z e d a s a n e f f e c t i v e means o f l o c a l
defense. I n 1787 t h e framers o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n gave Congress t h e r i g h t t o c a l l
o u t t h e s t a t e m i l i t i a t o s u p p r e s s i n s u r r e c t i o n o r en fo rce t h e l a w.

A l though dependable at a l o c a l l e v e l , t h e m i l i t i a wasn't a lways much h e l p
i n n a t i o n a l e m e r g e n c i e s , s o "war volunteers" w e r e used i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e m i l i t i a
a s e a r l y a s t h e American R e v o l u t i o n .

D u r i n g t h e C i v i l w a r , “war volunteers" made up m o s t of the fo rces in b o t h
t h e Un ion and Confederate a r m i e s . A f t e r t h e w a r , some volunteer u n i t s expanded
and became known as t h e "Organized M i l i t i a " , and these l a t e r evolved i n t o what
we know today as t h e "National Guard". Wi l son had i t s share o f m i l i t i a compan ies ,
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and it is recorded t h a t in 1818, D a n i e l Holmes was appointed Cap ta i n of one of
t h e fi r s t m i l i t i a companies in t h e a r e a .

L u t h e r W i l s o n was a l s o i n t e r e s t e d i n the m i l i t a r y and under t h e New Yo r k
S t a t e M i l i t i a A c t o f 1830, organized o n e of t h e fi r s t a r t i l l e r y companies in W i l s o n .
About t h i s same t i m e , t h e 180th Regiment was organ ized , and we a r e t o l d t h a t Co lone l
Andrew S u t h e r l a n d , f a t h e r o f t h e seven Suther land s i s t e r s , was i t s commanding
o f fi c e r .

C a p t a i n L u t h e r Wilson's Company L was in t h e 66th Reg iment . They were used
to s e t up t h e i r cannon on a h i l l a t t h e w e s t end of Young S t r e e t and fi r e at a
t a r g e t p l aced about one q u a r t e r m i l e n o r t h o n a n o t h e r s m a l l h i l l o n t h e bank o f
Twelve M i l e Creek. The h i l l where t h e t a r g e t was p laced is known to t h i s day
as 'Cannon B a l l H i l l " because f o r many y e a r s l a t e r , cannon b a l l s cou ld be found
t h e r e - - e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r heavy r a i n s washed away t h e s o i l .

In t h e 1950's , t h e s o n of t h i s w r i t e r , Howard C r o o p , found a f o u r pound
cannon b a l l t h e r e w h i l e d i g g i n g f o r fi s h i n g worms. H e l a t e r turned i t o v e r t o
t h e Wi l son Museum.

Accord ing to in fo rma t ion g i v e n us by Charles Buchner of Ransomvi l le , there
were fi v e companies making up the 66th Regiment d u r i n g the 1850's. In a d d i t i o n
t o Cap ta i n Wilson's a r t i l l e r y u n i t , t he re were the "L igh t Dragoons" commanded b y
Capta in B. H. F le tcher of Lockpor t and the "Hibernian Volunteers" under L t . Comman‑
der John Tu r n e r. Two other companies were u n i d e n t i fi e d .

The N iagara Democrat r a n an i t e m on t h e I r i s h u n i t , June 26, 1851, as f o l l o w s :

"Hibernian Vo lun tee r o f fi c e r s , non-commissioned o f fi c e r s and music ians of
t h e uni formed company known a s t h e N i a g a r a H i b e r n i a n Vo l u n t e e r s i n D i s t r i c t 8 ,
a t t ached to t h e 6 6 t h Reg iment , 3 l s t B r i g a d e , 8 t h D i v i s i o n o f t h e M i l i t i a o f t h e
S t a t e , a r e hereby ordered to m e e t at Camp R i l e y on Monday, June 30, 1851, f o r
an encampment of s i x days."

P r i o r t o t h e C i v i l War t h e r e w e r e f o u r m i l i t a r y camps i n N i a g a r a C o u n t y where
r e g i m e n t a l d r i l l s were h e l d . Camp R i l e y was o n t h e escarpment a t t h e n o r t h end
o f T r a n s i t S t r e e t i n L o c k p o r t ; Camp Townsend was i n O l c o t t ; Camp W i l s o n was o n
t h e n o r t h s i d e of Upper Mounta in Road j u s t w e s t o f G o t h i c H i l l , Cambria; and Camp
C u y l e r was at t h e w e s t end of "Sunset Island" in W i l s o n .

An amus ing t a l e i s t o l d about a "ba t t l e " t h a t took p l a c e a t Camp C u y l e r d u r i n g
an encampment of t h e 6 6 t h r e g i m e n t t h e r e in 1854. One n i g h t , C a p t a i n Wi l son and
h i s rambunct ious company m i l i t i a m e n dec ided to sneak o u t of camp and t e s t t h e
m i l i t a r y r e a d i n e s s of t h e r e g i m e n t . T h e i r e f f o r t was successfu l and s o o n t h e y
t r i e d t o e n t e r t h e camp f r o m a d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n and c a p t u r e t w o cannons. . They
were suddenly cha l l enged by a s e n t r y who gave t h e a l a r m , p u t t i n g t h e e n t i r e camp
in an u p r o a r . A l t h o u g h no l i v e ammunit ion was u s e d , t h e r e was p l e n t y of b ru i sed
bod ies a s a r e s u l t o f t h e b a t t l e .

When e v e r y t h i n g fi n a l l y q u i e t e d down , C a p t a i n W i l s o n and h i s men w e r e proclaimed
t h e v i c t o r s a s t h e y managed t o g e t t h e t w o cannons o u t o f camp.

53



THE LOCAL M I L I T I A & "CANNON BALL HILL" (Cont inued)

When t h e C i v i l War s t a r t e d , t h e 6 6 t h Militia Regiment d i d n o t e n t e r t h e c o n fl i c t
a s a u n i t . However, n e a r l y a l l o f i t s o f fi c e r s and men r e - e n l i s t e d i n o t h e r N i a g a r a
County Reg imen ts .

I t i s a m a t t e r o f r e c o r d t h a t abou t 385 p e r s o n s served i n t h e C i v i l War f r o m
Wi l son , and o f t h a t number, o v e r 100 se rved w i t h B a t t e r y M, F i r s t New York Vo lun tee r
L i g h t A r t i l l e r y .

"DOWN BY THE VINEGAR WORKS"

M r . A l l a n H i n c h l i f f e was b o r n i n S i n c l a i r s v i l l e , New Yo r k , and was a good
ne ighbor and f r i e n d o f Char les Tu g w e l l . When M r . Tugwe l l s t a r t e d up t h e Fredon ia
Canning Company i n W i l s o n , A l l a n a l s o came t o t h e l a k e s i d e v i l l a g e where h e l a t e r
s t a r t e d u p h i s own v i n e g a r p l a n t .

The H i n c h l i f f e V i n e g a r Company was fi r s t l o c a t e d e a s t o f t h e p r e s e n t O n t a r i o
Orchards Cold Storage P l a n t , b u t i n 1916, t h e b u i l d i n g burned down and M r. H i n c h l i f f e
then purchased the o l d Taggar t and Stevens p r o p e r t y at Wi lson S t a t i o n .

a e : eae

FORMER TAGGART & STEVENS STORE
LOCATED AT "WILSON STATION"

I n 1918, h e used l a k e sand and g r a v e l t o p o u r a h o l l o w - c o r e 4 0 X 120 f o o t
c o n c r e t e b u i l d i n g n e x t t o t h e r a i l s p u r . A t t h e f r o n t , o n t h e fi r s t and second
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fl o o r s , was a n open space f o r b a r r e l s t o r a g e . A t t h e r e a r o f t h e second fl o o r
was t h e mach inery f o r g r i n d i n g up app les t h a t w e r e d e l i v e r e d f r o m s t o r a g e b i n s .

A f t e r t h e apples w e r e g r o u n d , t h e y w e r e s e n t below i n c h u t e s where p r e s s
c l o t h s h e l d them between wooden r a c k s u n t i l t h e c i d e r was squeezed o u t . The r e s i d u e ,
c a l l e d pomace, was d r i e d and s o l d f o r p e c t i n and t h e w a s t e pomace was p i l e d o u t s i d e
and became a good s o u r c e f o r fi s h i n g worms .

A 5 0 X 120 f o o t g e n e r a t i n g p l a n t was a l s o c o n s t r u c t e d and i t h e l d f o r t y wooden
"generator" t a n k s , w i t h each c o n t a i n i n g fi v e t o n s of coke. The c i d e r was pumped
f rom t h e p r e s s b u i l d i n g t o l a r g e s t o r a g e t a n k s w i t h a c a p a c i t y o f 20,000 t o 50,000
g a l l o n s .

When t h e s u g a r i n t h e s w e e t c i d e r changed t o a l c o h o l , i t was r e p e a t e d l y r e c y ‑
c l e d t h r o u g h t h e g e n e r a t o r s c h a n g i n g i t t o a c e t i c o r c i d e r v i n e g a r . Each y e a r ,
500,000 to 700,000 g a l l o n s of v i n e g a r w e r e sh ipped to p l a n t s in New Yo r k , O h i o ,
Penns lvan ia and M i c h i g a n , and b o t t l i n g and p i c k l e p l a n t s in W i l s o n a l s o o b t a i n e d
v i n e g a r f r o m t h e H i n c h l i f f e Company.

A s t i m e passed, w h i t e v i n e g a r , made f r o m g r a i n a l c o h o l , was a l s o produced
w i t h much o f t h e same b a s i c p rocesses u s e d . There w e r e o n l y t h r e e o r f o u r men
employed at t h e p l a n t yea r r o u n d , b u t d u r i n g h a r v e s t t i m e t h e r e c o u l d be as many
as t h i r t y . The b u s i n e s s was s o l d to Augsburger and Cooper in t h e l a t e 1940's,
b u t the p l a n t c losed down a s h o r t t i m e l a t e r .
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"DOWN BY THE VINEGAR WORKS" (Cont inued)

The s i t e is now occup ied by t h e B a s i l Equipment Company, and n o t h i n g remains
t o remind r e s i d e n t s o f Wilson's h i s t o r i c o l d V i n e g a r Works.

N o t e : Research by M i s s He len Stevens and M r s . E leanor M y e r s , daughter of
t h e l a t e A l l a n H i n c h l i f f e . )

* x * * * * x *
MEMORIES OF "LAKE ISLAND PARK"

Around t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y , when l a r g e crowds ga thered a t Wilson's “Lake
I s l a n d Park" , Claude J o n e s , a hometown b o y , would i n fl a t e h i s b a l l o o n and r i s e
1,000 t o 1,500 f e e t above t h e g r o u n d .

H e fi l l e d i t w i t h h o t a i r b y p l a c i n g i t o v e r a f rame unde r w h i c h a fi r e was
b u i l t , and w h i l e t h e bag expanded, a r i n g of men would h o l d it in p l a c e .

When t h e b a l l o o n reached i t s c a p a c i t y , C laude wou ld y e l l , "Let h e r go", and
o f f he 'd s a i l i n t o space. The a i r i n t h e b a l l o o n would c o o l o f f about 1,500 f e e t
causing i t to r o l l o v e r , and at t h a t s p l i t second, Claude would leap f r e e and
fl o a t down w i t h a parachu te .

One t ime the wind came up when he was ready to take o f f , and n o t w ish ing
to lose any h o t a i r , he l e t the men re lease him anyway. He was blown o u t ove r
t h e l a k e , and when he came down he had to swim back to shore.

According to n o t e s l e f t by t h e l a t e E a r l Armstrong, t h e amusement r e s o r t
was named "Lake I s l a n d Park" because when t h e l a n d was fi r s t purchased , t h e e a s t
end o f t h e " i s land" was p a r t o f t h e p a r k p r o p e r t y . Yo u e n t e r e d t h e ma in land p a r k
f r o m Harbo r S t r e e t and c o u l d d r i v e t h r o u g h woods t o a n open a r e a where "Red" C la rk ' s
house now s t a n d s .

The woods was always crowded w i t h h o r s e s and bugg ies and many v i l l a g e r s walked
t h e r e and wou ld hang t h e i r p i c n i c b a s k e t s o n t r e e l i m b s u n t i l t h e y were needed.
A b a l l diamond backed b y a t e n f o o t b o a r d f e n c e , had b l e a c h e r s e x t e n d i n g f r o m
fi r s t base t o home p l a t e and t h e y c o n s i s t e d o f t w o i n c h p l a n k s s e t o n wooden p o s t s .

Back of home p l a t e was a grandstand t h a t c o u l d s e a t 500 peop le and i t c o s t
1 5 c e n t s t o w a t c h a game - - n o t h i n g i f y o u s a t o n t h e g r o u n d . West o f t h e g r a n d ‑
s t a n d was a l a r g e f e r r i s whee l ope ra ted by a steam-powered t h r e s h i n g e n g i n e . A
team of horses and a t a n k wagon w e r e u s e d to s u p p l y t h e eng ine w i t h w a t e r f r o m
nearby Twelve M i l e Creek .

J u s t w e s t o f t h e f e r r i s w h e e l was t h e d i n i n g h a l l where a good s t e a k d i n n e r
c o u l d be bought f o r 50 c e n t s . There was a l s o a r e d and w h i t e re f reshment s t a n d
where i c e cream was a v a i l a b l e and lemon and orangeade s o l d f o r fi v e c e n t s a g l a s s .

Beside t h e bay was a b a t h house, boathouse and w a t e r toboggan s l i d e t h a t
c o s t t w e n t y c e n t s a h a l f h o u r t o r i d e . B a t h i n g s u i t s c o u l d b e r e n t e d , and 5 0
s m a l l rowboats were a l s o a v a i l a b l e f o r those who l i k e d t o padd le u p t h e Creek .
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A l a r g e dance p a v i l i o n , w h i c h s t o o d o n t h e p r e s e n t s i t e o f C la rk 's home,
was open o n t h r e e s ides w i t h one end enclosed f o r s t a g e and o r c h e s t r a . D a n c i n g
u s u a l l y s t a r t e d a t n o o n and l a s t e d u n t i l m i d n i g h t . T h i s p a v i l i o n was l a t e r rep laced
b y t h e Tu s c a r o r a o r T C l u b .

South of t h e p a v i l i o n was a Merry-Go~Round w h i c h , l i k e t h e f e r r i s whee l ,
was powered by an o l d s t e a m e n g i n e . N e x t to it w e r e e i g h t sw ings and each c o u l d
accomodate s i x peop le . An o u t d o o r a u d i t o r i u m w i t h speaker's s t a n d was l o c a t e d
w e s t o f t h e p a v i l i o n , and was l a r g e enough s o t h r e e - a c t p l a y s c o u l d b e h e l d t h e r e .

S e a t s o n wooden p o s t s w e r e n a i l e d t o t r e e s i n a s e m i - c i r c l e w i t h t h e t o p
r o w about t w e n t y f e e t o f f t h e ground. A wooden f o o t b r i d g e connec ted t h e main land
to Clark 's I s l a n d and another a rched f o o t b r i d g e crossed t h e s l i p l e a d i n g to t h e
W i l s o n Boa thouse . T h i s made i t p o s s i b l e f o r p e r s o n s u s i n g t h e e x c u r s i o n b o a t s
f r o m To r o n t o t o w a l k f r o m t h e e a s t p i e r t o t h e P a r k .

I n 1894, t h e Garden C i t y made t w o t r i p s d a i l y f r o m To r o n t o t o W i l s o n and
g e n e r a l l y docked a t 11:30 a . m . o r 4 :30 p . m . A Canadian passenger w r o t e a n a r t i c l e
t h a t y e a r f o r t he "Toronto Journal" i n which he desc r i bed W i l s o n as "A m o s t a t t r a c ‑
t i v e s p o t , t h ronged w i t h thousands of g a i l y dressed h o l i d a y seekers."
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MEMORIES OF "LAKE ISLAND PARK" (Continued)

H e n o t e d t h a t a t t r a c t i o n s i n t h e Park inc luded "Prominent s p e a k e r s , band
c o n c e r t s , baseba l l games, danc ing , b o a t i n g , fi s h i n g , w a t e r - l i l y g a t h e r i n g , w a t e r
s p o r t s , f e a s t i n g and fl i r t i n g . " ,

WILSON HARBOR IN THE LATE 1890'S
A POPULAR PLACE FOR BOATING

He a l s o commented t h a t e v e n though s o f t d r i n k s o n l y were a l l owed in t h e P a r k ,
j u s t beyond i t s boundaries were t w o saloons, "Where l a g e r b i e r of v e r y r e f r e s h i n g
and minimum i n t o x i c a t i n g q u a l i t y was dispensed t o endless s t reams o f n e v e r s a t i s ‑
fi e d humanity."

He desc r ibed t h e Greenwood Cemetery as b e i n g "well-tenanted", b u t n o t k e p t
u p i n t h e b e s t c o n d i t i o n , and observed, " I f n o o n e wanted t o make t h e e f f o r t neces ‑
s a r y to c a r e f o r i t , i t m i g h t b e t t e r be t u r n e d o v e r to a fl o c k of sheep- -a p r a c t i c e
sometimes used in E n g l i s h churchyards . " He w a s , however, impressed by t h e l a r g e
number o f s m a l l American F l a g s t h a t marked t h e g r a v e s f r o m a p r e v i o u s Deco ra t i on
Day observance.

Wilson's s t a t u s as a r e s o r t t o w n s l o w l y diminished a f t e r 1900 when t r o l l e y
s e r v i c e was s t a r t e d up f rom Lockpor t to O l c o t t , b u t t o d a y, crowds o f peop le a r e
a g a i n t a k i n g advantage of t h e e x c e l l e n t b o a t i n g and fi s h i n g which is s u p p o r t e d
by s e v e r a l fi n e y a c h t c l u b s , mar inas and boat-launching f a c i l i t i e s .
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Some o f the o l d e r gene ra t i on may r e c a l l t hose days o f t h e i r you th when many
c o m m u n i t i e s , bo th l a r g e and s m a l l , had t h e i r spec ia l enter ta inment c e n t r e - - - g e n e r ‑
a l l y known a s t h e Opera House. W i l s o n was n o e x c e p t i o n .

In t h e l a t e 1890's, W i l l i a m A l b r i g h t purchased t h e fo rme r Me thod i s t "Wesley
Chapel", ( w h i c h h a d been moved to a l o t n o r t h of t h e p r e s e n t church) and s ta r t ed
up a f a r m implement bus iness . A few y e a r s l a t e r , he decided to remodel t h e second
fl o o r and t h a t was when t h e A l b r i g h t Opera House was b o r n .

The o n l y t h i n g l e f t t o i n d i c a t e t h e b u i l d i n g had been a f o r m e r c h u r c h , was
the l a r g e f r o n t decora t i ve window wh ich was l e f t i n t a c k . An o u t s i d e s t a i r w a y
was b u i l t a l o n g t h e n o r t h s i d e o f t h e b u i l d i n g t o a n e n t r a n c e way o n t h e second
fl o o r , and when y o u en te red t h e b u i l d i n g , t h e fi r s t t h i n g y o u saw was a t i c k e t
w indow, where an usher wou ld g r e e t y o u and t a k e y o u to y o u r s e a t .

There was a b a l c o n y a c r o s s t h e w e s t end o f t h e r o o m which r a n p a r a l l e l t o
Lake S t r e e t and l a r g e kerosene lamps h u n g f r o m t h e c e i l i n g f o r i l l u m i n a t i o n .

The s t a g e was located a t t h e e a s t end o f t h e b u i l d i n g w i t h wings p r o j e c t i n g
from e i t h e r s ide . On one wing was a l a r g e advertisement f o r Cuddeback and Cooper,
l o c a l u n d e r t a k e r s , and on the oppos i te w i n g , a p iano and bench p l u s an advertisement
f o r R i s i n g & Son, l o c a l p r o p r i e t o r s o f a f u r n i t u r e s t o r e . Several c u r t a i n drops
showed scenes o f S p r i n g and F a l l and one showed the Main S t r e e t a t H o l l e y, New
York- - -hand pa in ted by an i t i n e r a n t "floater " in need of cash.

When e l e c t r i c i t y became ava i l ab le t o t h e V i l l a g e , new l i g h t i n g was i n s t a l l e d
throughout the b u i l d i n g , and f o o t l i g h t s were added to t h e s t a g e . D u r i n g t h e n e x t
25 y e a r s t h a t performances w e r e h e l d at t h e Opera H o u s e , many home-ta lent p l a y s
w e r e produced b y l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s such a s t h e "Delphic C i r c l e " . The S t a r i n
t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n s was u s u a l l y D e s s i e Tugwe l l , mo the r o f t h e l a t e r p o l i t i c a l l y ‑
famous Rex Tu g w e l l .

Ano ther v e r y p o p u l a r l o c a l t a l e n t show was a tap-dance r o u t i n e p u t on by
Johnn ie and Tommy C o s t e l l o , sons o f a l o c a l b a r b e r who l i v e d a t t h e c o r n e r o f
Young and Wash ing ton S t r e e t s .

The l a t e Alma F a r r e l d i r e c t e d m o s t of t h e home-ta lent shows , b u t t h e ma in
a t t r a c t i o n were t h e shows p u t o n b y t r a v e l i n g c i r c u i t s booked t h r o u g h a t h e a t r i c a l
a g e n c y.

One p l a y , "Uncle Tom's Cab in " , a lmost came t o d i s a s t e r one e v e n i n g when t h e
t w o G r e a t Danes t h a t w e r e suppose t o save l i t t l e E v a f r o m t h e fl o a t i n g i c e , came
u p m i s s i n g . I t was o n l y t h i r t y m i n u t e s b e f o r e t h e c u r t a i n t i m e w h e n , a f t e r a
f r a n t i c s e a r c h , t h e dogs were f o u n d down by t h e W i l s o n Boathouse.

H a r o l d A l b r i g h t r e c a l l e d o n e t i m e when h i s f a t h e r engaged a medic ine show
to per fo rm and he used to watch them make t h e i r “medicine” at Borngraeber's w e l l .
A t t h e t i m e , t h e Borngraebers l i v e d j u s t s o u t h o f t h e Opera House w i t h o n l y t h e
s m a l l G .A .R . H a l l sepa ra t i ng t h e i r house f r o m i t . The medic ine in t h e show was
c a l l e d "Katonka", and was h i g h l y t o u t e d as a c u r e f o r a l l a i l m e n t s . H a r o l d s a i d
t h a t t h e med ic ine was made by a d d i n g a few h e r b s to a l o t o f w a t e r .
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DAYS OF THE "GRAND OLD OPRY" (Cont inued)

I n t h e 1920's i t became h a r d e r t o engage t r a v e l i n g shows s o A l b r i g h t decided
t o c l o s e t h e Opera House. I t seems t h e h a p p i e s t ones a f f e c t e d b y t h i s t u r n o f
e v e n t s w e r e t h e A l b r i g h t "k ids" who, u p u n t i l t h e n , had t h e t a s k o f f o l d i n g and
s t a c k i n g t h e 200 c h a i r s each day s o t h e fl o o r s c o u l d b e s w e p t and c leaned.

The A l b r i g h t Implement Bus iness and Opera House were purchased by A r t h u r Loomis
and Clyde Putnam who operated i t f o r t h r e e y e a r s , t h e n s o l d i t to Frank Howe l l
of Newfane. He operated i t as a F o r d Agency u n t i l t h e e a r l y t h i r t i e s when t h e
former "Wesley Chapel" was comp le te ly des t royed by fi r e .

* * * * * * * *

TAVERN IN THE TOWN

The s o n g , "There i s a Tavern i n t h e Town", and i t s l o n e l y l a m e n t , "Fare t h e e
w e l l f o r I m u s t l eave thee, " c o u l d have w e l l r e l a t e d t o t h o s e e a r l y days o n t h e
Niagara F r o n t i e r when the stagecoach t a v e r n was a welcome oas is f o r t h e weary
t r a v e l e r .

Many t a v e r n s were b u i l t a long Niagara County's h i s t o r i c Ridge Road, (now
Route 104) which was the p r i n c i p a l t r a i l i n t o the Niagara Region a s e a r l y a s 1798
when Augustus P o r t e r and E l i G r a n g e r, s u r v e r y o r, l a i d the r o u t e o u t a long the
o l d Seneca I n d i a n T r a i l .

I t wasn't u n t i l 1814, t h a t the Ridge became a f a i r l y good wagon road th rough ‑
o u t i t s e n t i r e l e n g t h and dozens of t a v e r n s s p r a n g up a long i t as stagecoach
s t o p s .

The F r o n t i e r House a t L e w i s t o n w a s , perhaps , one o f t h e m o s t famous. I t
was opened i n 1826 b y B a r t o n s who e n t e r t a i n e d many c e l e b r i t i e s such a s Jenny L i n d ,
Henry C l a y, and Washington I r v i n g . Today i t i s ma in ta ined by McDonald's as a
f a s t food r e s t a u r a n t in what may be t h e m o s t h i s t o r i c environment in Western New
Yo r k .

Ano the r famous i n n a t L e w i s t o n was t h e "Four C o r n e r s Tavern" operated b y Thomas
and B e t s y H u s t l e r , and i t i s s a i d t h a t James Fenimore C o o p e r, w h i l e v i s i t i n g i n
L e w i s t o n , m e t t h e H u s t l e r s and l a t e r used them i n h i s b o o k , "The Spy" , a s S g t .
H o l l i s t e r and B e t s y F l a n n i g a n .

B e t s y H u s t l e r i s c r e d i t e d w i t h h a v i n g o r i g i n a t e d t h e c o c k t a i l d r i n k b y m i x i n g
r u m and lemon j u i c e and s e r v i n g i t w i t h t h e t a i l f e a t h e r s o f a cock pheasant f o r
d e c o r a t i o n .

About t h r e e m i l e s e a s t o f L e w i s t o n , t h e t a v e r n r u n b y Sparrow Sage was t h e
o n l y b u i l d i n g t h a t was spared by t h e I n d i a n s when t h e se t t l emen ts were r a i d e d
d u r i n g t h e War of 1812. I t is s a i d t h a t h i s p l a c e was spared because he 'd always
supp ly t h e I n d i a n s w i t h p l e n t y o f “ fi r e water" .
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F u r t h e r e a s t a l o n g t h e R idge was Howell's Ta v e r n , and i t s m o s t d i s t i n g u i s h e d
g u e s t was General L a F a y e t t e . H e and h i s o f fi c e r s stopped t h e r e and were a b l e
t o e n j o y t h e warm h o s p i t a l i t y o f t h e i r h o s t , W i l l i a m H . H o w e l l . A l t hough t h e
o f fi c e r s drank a t t he b a r , i t i s sa i d t h a t t he General p r e f e r r e d to d r i n k lemonade
made b y b a r m a i d , H a r r i e t H o w e l l .

A t Molyneaux C o r n e r s , t h e t a v e r n was o r i g i n a l l y s t a r t e d a s a l o g house b u i l t
by John G o u l d , who s o l d i t to an O d e l l , t h e n to Hopkins, who so ld it to Molyneaux.
I n 1813, when t h e B r i t i s h burned L e w i s t o n , C a p t a i n M c C a r t y, w i t h a m i l i t i a ompany
f r o m G a i n e s , l ea rned t h a t t he B r i t i s h and I n d i a n s were march ing e a s t a l o n g the
R i d g e . They s e t o u t t o i n t e r c e p t them, and when t h e y a r r i v e d a t Molyneaux Ta v e r n ,
t h e y found t h e enemy i n a drunken s t u p o r wh ich made i t easy f o r them t o s u r p r i s e
and c a p u t u r e them.

In 1826, Molyneaux e rec ted a f r a m e h o t e l , and i t s c l a i m to fame came when
Morgan, t h e man accused o f p r i n t i n g Masonic s e c r e t s , was b r o u g h t t h e r e b y h i s
c a p t o r s and s tayed o v e r n i g h t b e f o r e b e i n g taken t o o l d F o r t Niagara.

O n t h e south s i d e o f t h e Ridge a t War rens C o r n e r s , i s t h e house t h a t was
once the s i t e of a t a v e r n owned by John Forsythe in 1812. He d i e d soon, b u t h i s
widow kept t h e t a v e r n open and l a t e r marr ied Ez ra Warren- -chang ing the name to
Warren's Tavern .

Across f rom the t a v e r n was a l o g b u i l d i n g used a s a chu rch , town h a l l and
schoolhouse. One t ime an evangel is t preached there on the s i n s of d r i n k i n g and
Warren was converted o v e r n i g h t . The f o l l o w i n g morn ing , h e dumped a l l the l i q u o r
in the c e l l a r i n t o the yard where h i s p i g s immed ia te ly began to imbibe. They soon
became t o o drunk to walk and Warren had to d r i v e around h i s farm w i t h a stoneboat
t o c o l l e c t h i s " t i p s e y " p i g s and r e t u r n them home.

The l a s t t a v e r n in t h e immediate v i c i n i t y was t h e one opened by a M r . Barber
a t Wr igh t 's Corne rs in 1820. H o w e v e r, i t was Solomon W r i g h t , a f t e r whom t h e com‑
m u n i t y was named, who opened a t a v e r n in 1822 and operated i t f o r o v e r t w e n t y
y e a r s .

Most communit ies had t h e i r l o c a l t a v e r n s a n d , a c c o r d i n g to "Landmarks of
N i a g a r a County" b y W i l l i a m P o o l e , t h e fi r s t t a v e r n i n W i l s o n was opened b y T. T.
U p t o n i n 1818--a s h o r t d i s t a n c e w e s t o f t h e V i l l a g e .

The fi r s t t a v e r n i n t h e h a m l e t o f W i l s o n was opened b y L u t h e r W i l s o n i n 1829 ,
b u t pe rhaps t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g o n e o f a l l was t h e “ t r e e tavern" l o c a t e d midway
between Cambria and W i l s o n .

In t h e e a r l y 1800's, i t was considered to be a l o n g t r i p between W i l s o n and
Cambr ia , s o some e n t e r p r i s i n g i n d i v i d u a l s made a n a r r a n g e m e n t t o p l a c e a j u g o f
wh iskey in a t r e e abou t midway between t h e t w o communities. Each member cou ld
h e l p h i m s e l f when p a s s i n g b y , and when t h e j u g was e m p t y, each t o o k t u r n s r e fi l l i n g
i t . The u n i q u e " res t s top" s o o n became known as t h e "Tree Tavern".

N o t e : W e thank M r s . Jean Argue o f W i l s o n f o r m o s t o f t h e m a t e r i a l used i n
t h e above a r t i c l e .
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D u r i n g t h e booming days o f Lake I s l a n d P a r k , o l d a c c o u n t s r e v e a l t h a t M r .
H a r r i s , t h e p r o p r i e t o r , ca te red t o a s e l e c t c l i e n t e l e and a l l owed n o l i q u o r s a l e s ,
Sabbath d e s e c r a t i o n , p r o f a n i t y o r bad conduct o f any k i n d . (Perhaps t h e pa rk
should have been named Utop ia . )

D e s p i t e h i s s t r i c t p o l i c y i n r e g a r d t o a l c o h o l , H a r r i s was unable t o c o n t r o l
d r i n k i n g on t h e park's pe r ime te r and t h i s i s confirmed in an 1894 i t e m t h a t appeared
in t h e To r o n t o J o u r n a l . I t was w r i t t e n by a Canadian passenger on o n e of t h e o l d
e x c u r s i o n boa ts who , a f t e r v i s i t i n g t h e p a r k w r o t e :

"A l though s o f t d r i n k s a r e a l l o w e d in t h e p a r k , j u s t beyond i t s bo rde rs a r e
t w o saloons where l a g e r b i e r o f v e r y r e f r e s h i n g and minimum i n t o x i c a t i o n q u a l i t y ,
a r e dispensed to end less s t r e a m s o f neve r -sa t i sfied humanity."

I t is a l s o s a i d t h a t p r i o r to 1900, p l a n s were developed to b u i l d a t r o l l y
l i n e f r o m Lockpo r t t o W i l s o n - i n f a c t , i t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y was
e s t a b l i s h e d . A s t h e s t o r y g o e s , t h e p l a n s n e v e r m a t e r i a l i z e d because o f t h e r i g i d
l i q u o r p o l i c i e s a t t h e pa rk - - so t h e l i n e was b u i l t t o O l c o t t i n s t e a d .

Although the sent iments expressed by H a r r i s on d r i n k i n g had s t r o n g suppor t
in the Wi lson community, we fi n d one i n s t a n c e in o l d records showing t h a t l o c a l
o f fi c i a l s weren't always i n t u n e w i t h the wishes o f the m a j o r i t y .

I n 1878, f o r example, the Wi lson Board o f Exc i se composed o f J e f f e r s o n Webster,
Chairman, James G. 0. Brown, Fred Barnum, B. D. Ta y l o r , and Timothy P e t t i t , re fused
t o g r a n t a l i q u o r l i c e n s e t o E l l a C h e s i t e , owner o f the O n t a r i o H o t e l , corner
o f Young and Lake S t r e e t s .

A t a f o l l o w - u p m e e t i n g , 2 2 r e s i d e n t s s igned a p e t i t i o n t o have t h e l i q u o r
l i c e n s e g r a n t e d , and 204 r e s i d e n t s s igned a n o t h e r p e t i t i o n opposing g r a n t i n g o f
t h e l i c e n s e . D e s p i t e t h e s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n , t h e Board g ran ted t h e l i q u o r l i c e n s e .

Wi l son was p r o b a b l y no b e t t e r or worse t h a n any o t h e r community where h a r d
work and t h e r i g o r s o f e a r l y p i o n e e r l i v i n g was o f t e n i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h t h e f r e e
fl o w of homemade w i n e s , h a r d c i d e r and c o r n w h i s k y. In f a c t , a n o t h e r o l d i t e m
n o t e s t h a t when t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Church was b u i l t i n W i l s o n , "Brandy flowed f r e e l y
d u r i n g t h e construction." A l s o , "Since one b u s h e l of c o r n wou ld pay f o r s i x q u a r t s
of whiskey", t h i s is q u i t e understandable.

When Wi l son e n t e r e d t h e p r o h i b i t i o n e r a , t h e r e w e r e probab ly few p laces o t h e r
t h a n t h e N i a g a r a R i v e r , where b o o t l e g g e r s c o u l d o p e r a t e a s e a s i l y a s t h e y c o u l d
a l o n g t h e shores a t W i l s o n .

S i n c e i t was c l o s e t o Canada, s m u g g l i n g became a b i g r a c k e t , and t h e C o a s t
Guard had t h e i r hands f u l l t r y i n g t o e n f o r c e t h e l a w . Many t r a g e d i e s occured
a l o n g t h e r i v e r and l a k e between r u m r u n n e r s and p r o h i b i t i o n a g e n t s , and t h e s e r i o u s ‑
n e s s o f t h e s e c o n f r o n t a t i o n s i s emphasized i n t h e "bug" i n c i d e n t .

A n i n f o r m a n t t e l l s u s t h a t t h e Bug, a f a s t m o t o r l a u n c h , s a i l e d f r o m O l c o t t
t o Wi l son w i t h a n i l l e g a l l o a d o f "booze". A f t e r u n l o a d i n g i t , t h e y proceeded
to Youngstown where t h e y w e r e c h a l l e n g e d by t h e U. S. C o a s t Guard. The Bug
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had a s t e e l prow and dec ided to a t t a c k t h e Coas t Guard v e s s e l and ram i t - - i t was
a f a t a l d e c i s i o n a s t h e s a i l o r s aboard t h e Coast Guard s h i p opened fi r e w i t h machine
guns and a r e s a i d t o have k i l l e d a l l aboard t h e Bug.

I t was i r o n i c t h a t t h e f a v o r i t e s p o t f o r rum r u n n e r s t o u n l o a d i n Wi lson
was behind "Wintergreen I s l a n d " , where t h e H a r r i s Board ing House once s t o o d .
One d a y, a cus toms a g e n t , making h i s rounds o f t h e h a r b o r , saw a man d r i v i n g o f f
i n a wagon loaded w i t h l i q u o r b a r r e l s . S i n c e t h e d r i v e r appeared t o b e i n a b i g
h u r r y , t h e customs a g e n t s e c u r e d a n o t h e r r i g and took o f f i n h o t p u r s u i t .

When h e caught u p w i t h t h e supposed s m u g g l e r, h e was dismayed t o fi n d t h e
b a r r e l s e m p t y, b u t h e was even m o r e f r u s t r a t e d when h e r e t u r n e d t o t h e h a r b o r
and discovered t h a t w h i l e he was away, a n o t h e r b o a t had unloaded i t s i l l e g a l cargo
i n a n o t h e r r i g w h i c h had t a k e n o f f i n t h e o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n .

The l a t e D r . and M r s . K a i s e r o f L o c k p o r t , s p e n t t h e i r summers a t t h e i r c o t t a g e
a long t h e Wi l son lakesho re . They w e r e w e l l aware o f t h e smuggl ing o p e r a t i o n s
and s a i d t h a t many t i m e s , o n a q u i e t n i g h t , f a s t m o t o r b o a t s f r o m Canada would
p u l l up a t t h e i r b reakwa l l , and men would scramble up t h e bank w i t h l oaded sacks.

A humorous a c c o u n t in one of C l a r a Kaiser 's papers no ted :

"A comical t h i n g happened when o u r l i t t l e w h i t e house was in the process
of being moved. The movers came f rom Stockwell's Corners in Eas t Wi lson and r a t h e r
than go ing back and f o r t h each d a y, t h e men s l e p t in o u r house which they were
moving.

"One n i g h t , when t h e house was o n r o l l e r s b y t h e s i d e o f t h e r o a d , t hey w e r e
awakened b y a fl a s h l i g h t s h i n i n g i n t h e i r eyes a n d , t h e r e l o o k i n g down a t t h e n ,
were t w o men w i t h guns i n t h e i r h a n d s .

Needless t o say t h e y w e r e s c a r e d , b u t when t h e b o o t l e g g e r s d iscovered t h e y
had made a mis take where t h e i r "booze" had been dropped o f f , t h e y d i d n o t l i n g e r
l o n g . "

MAN WITH A B I G HEART

P e r s o n a l r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f " V i c " B e r l i n m i g h t b e s t b e i n t r o d u c e d w i t h a remark
made b y t h e l a t e Lew is S c h r a d e r, who o n c e s a i d , " V i c " B e r l i n was a g r e a t guy and
h e r e a l l y had a b i g h e a r t . "

Lew p r o b a b l y knew what h e was t a l k i n g about because h e used t o work f o r " V i c "
as e a r l y as 1916 at t h e o l d E l b e r t a Cooperage.

V i c t o r B e r l i n , a l t h o u g h b o r n i n Sweden i n 1873, was a l e a d i n g produce d e a l e r
i n N i a g a r a Coun ty and made h i s home i n W i l s o n f o r 6 9 y e a r s . When h e a r r i v e d i n
t h i s c o u n t r y , he l i v e d in Jamestown, New Yo r k , b u t l a t e r moved to t h e Wi lson
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Community where he m a r r i e d E d i t h Hambl in . They r a i s e d f o u r c h i l d r e n , C h a r l e s ,
R o b e r t , Mary ( L e w i s ) , and Ly d i a (Sou tha rd ) .

"Vic" became prominent in b o t h t h e bus iness and c i v i c l i f e of h i s adopted
t o w n and, as a member o f t h e Repub l ican p a r t y , served on t h e N i a g a r a County Board
o f Superv i so rs f o r 16 y e a r s - - fi v e as i t s chairman. He was a member o f t h e E x l e y
M e t h o d i s t Church; L i o n s C lub ; and c h a r t e r member o f t h e o l d W i l s o n i a n C l u b . H e
a l s o he lped o r g a n i z e the former Tusca ro ra C lub a t Lake I s l a n d P a r k .

T h i s w r i t e r and h i s l a t e w i f e , M i l l i e C r o o p , became acquainted w i t h "Vic"
in t h e e a r l y 1940's when o u r t h r e e y e a r o l d s o n , Howard, mistook h i m f o r h i s g rand ‑
f a t h e r . He r a n a f t e r h i m s h o u t i n g , "Grandpa, Grandpa", and when t h e astonished
s u p e r v i s o r t u r n e d and saw h i m , h e scooped t h e boy u p i n h i s arms and s a i d "Any
young f e l l o w who t h i n k s I ' m good enough t o b e h i s g r a n d f a t h e r, deserves a n i c e
c ream cone," and p romp t l y t o o k t h e y o u n g s t e r i n t o Middleton's d r u g s t o r e and
bough t h i m o n e .

I n 1944, gas r a t i o n i n g and r u b b e r s h o r t a g e s b r o u g h t o n b y Wor ld War I I , made
i t n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e government to r e s t r i c t t r a v e l . Sometimes c a r s were checked
i n other areas t o see i f anyone was d r i v i n g o u t - o f - s t a t e i l l e g a l l y . Through some
s o r t o f m i x - u p , o u r o l d '36 Chevy was repor ted as h a v i n g been in F l o r i d a , and
w e were n o t i fi e d t o appear b e f o r e t h e 0.PA. i n Lockpor t t o e x p l a i n why.

Since our ca r hadn't been o u t o f N iaga ra C o u n t y, we were a l i t t l e upse t by
the accusat ion and, in an e f f o r t to g e t some back ing , ca l led on "Vic" and asked
h im to in tercede f o r u s . He s a i d t h a t he would do what he could.

O n t h e n i g h t o f t h e h e a r i n g , A d m i n i s t r a t o r K e l l y read the complaint and r e ‑
marked t h a t M r . B e r l i n had discussed o u r case w i t h h i m , t h e n , t u r n i n g to t h e o t h e r
board members he s a i d , "You k n o w, o l d "V i c " B e r l i n is l i k e a b i g S t . Bernard to
these W i l s o n peop le . Eve ry t ime one o f them h a s a problem or g e t s i n t r o u b l e ,
t h e y g o r u n n i n g t o h i m f o r h e l p . "

The h e a r i n g ended on a r a t h e r humorous n o t e w i t h M r . K e l l y s t a t i n g , "Since
t h i s young couple had t o h i r e a b a b y - s i t t e r and make a n u n n e c e s s a r y t r i p t o L o c k p o r t ,
t h e b o a r d recommends t h a t t h e y take a d v a n t a g e of t h e s i t u a t i o n and a t t e n d one
o f t h e l o c a l movie t h e a t e r s .

We d i d , and a few days l a t e r rece ived n o t i c e t h a t t h e charges had been dropped.

k k * * * * * *

WILSON'S "GOOD OLD DAYS"

Wilson's o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n w e r e y o u n g s t e r s d u r i n g t h o s e t u r b u l e n t years when
"flappers" , bobbed h a i r and speakeasies w e r e mak ing t h e h e a d l i n e s , and some may
r e c a l l when "boot legging" was common a l o n g Wilson's s h o r e .

Mos t o l d t i m e r s . h o w e v e r , p r o b a b l y remember W i l s o n as a t o w n of comparative
t r a n q u i l i t y . The Model-T Fo rd was becoming o n e o f t h e count ry 's m o s t popu la r
new p l a y t h i n g s about the t i m e t h e Wilson-Cambria Road ( R t e . 425) was paved, and
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a c e l e b r a t i o n was h e l d o n November 1 3 , 1920, t o observe t h e a u s p i c i o u s o c c a s i o n .
Even members of t h e B u f f a l o Automobi le C lub motored to Wi l son to t r y o u t t h e new
c o n c r e t e h ighway, which u p t o t h e n , had been muddy and r u t t e d .

S t a t e Congressman Wallace Dempsey was i n v i t e d to speak and t h e O n t a r i o Band
p r o v i d e d m u s i c w h i l e members o f t h e W i l s o n i a n C l u b served a s t a n d i n g l u n c h . R a i l
t r a v e l was p o p u l a r i n t h e 20's , and seve ra l t r a i n s stopped a t Wi l son e v e r y day.
Basket-boarding s tuden ts f rom R a n s o m v i l l e to B a r k e r commuted to t h e Wi l son H i g h
Schoo l each week, and many shoppers wou ld take t h e t r a i n to B u r t where t h e y c o u l d
c a t c h a t r o l l e y f o r t h e Lock C i t y . There t h e y c o u l d p a t r o n i z e such s t o r e s a s
Wi l l i ams B r o t h e r s , Ruhlmans, C a r l s o r O l sens .

There was a v a r i e t y o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n t h e Town o f W i l s o n , and b a s e b a l l
games were a lways a p o p u l a r Sunday a f t e r n o o n s p o r t . Horse-drawn c a r r i a g e s , a u t o s
and peop le o n f o o t , would f o l l o w t h e t r e e - l i n e d r o a d t o Lake I s l a n d Park t o watch
f a m i l i a r fi g u r e s l i k e Seymour E r e o n , M ike Sweeney, and F l o y d , W a l t e r , and Dw igh t
W i l son pe r fo rm on t h e b a l l d iamond. There was n e v e r any admiss ion cha rges , b u t
a h a t was u s u a l l y passed f o r d o n a t i o n s .

Wooden bleachers l i n e d t h e p l a y i n g fi e l d where s p e c t a t o r s c o u l d watch t h e
games, and those who d idn ' t care to watch could always r e n t a canoe at John Wilson's
boat dock and paddle up Tuscarora Creek. C h i l d r e n a l s o found enjoyment in the
wooden box swings which were hung around the p a r k .

Middleton's H a l l was the r e c r e a t i o n c e n t e r where many of the fi r s t movies
were shown. Viewers s a t on f o l d i n g wood c h a i r s a f t e r pay ing the n i c k e l admission
charge. L a t e r , t h e Gem Theater was b u i l t across from Middleton's r e p l a c i n g it
as a movie house. Middleton's was s t i l l used f o r a number of years f o r r o l l e r
s k a t i n g p a r t i e s and dances, and up to t h e l a t e 1920's , "Country Fa i r s " w e r e h e l d
t h e r e w i t h a l l church o r g a n i z a t i o n s s p o n s o r i n g b o o t h s .

S t r e e t dances w e r e a l s o sponsored by t h e V i l l a g e on Thursday n i g h t s when
Lake S t r e e t was r o p e d o f f and mus ic p r o v i d e d b y t h e O n t a r i o Band. Ano the r p o p u l a r
s p o t was Timothy Wilson's B o w l i n g A l l e y w h i c h was l o c a t e d j u s t w e s t of t h e M a r i n e
M id land Bank o n Young S t r e e t . W h i l e i n o p e a t i o n , many y o u n g s t e r s were a b l e t o
e a r n spend ing money by s e t t i n g up p i n s . I t l a t e r became t h e s i t e f o r t h e Swann
Bakery.

The fi r s t Firemen's F i e l d Day was h e l d A u g u s t 30 , 1924. It was a g a l a a f f a i r
f e a t u r i n g a p a r a d e a n d many c o m p e t i t i v e a t t r a c t i o n s . O f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s twas
a g r e a s e d p i g c o n t e s t . The "porker™ was donated b y E l l s w o r t h B i g a l o w, and t h e
fi r e m e n made s u r e i t was w e l l g r e a s e d . The p r i z e was t h e p i g i t s e l f , and i t was
won t h a t y e a r by R a l p h E v a n s - - a young man who would some day s e r v e h i s community
a s Town S u p e r v i s o r .

Those were t h e days b e f o r e r e f r i g e r a t i o n was h e a r d o f , s o c u t t i n g b l o c k s
o f i c e a t t h e h a r b o r was a n a c t i v e o c c u p a t i o n i n t h e w i n t e r months . Men w i t h
teams of horses wou ld draw t h e b l o c k s f r o m t h e r i v e r to t h e i c e houses where ,
packed in sawdus t , t hey 'd keep u n t i l summer.

S i n c e ho rses w e r e s t i l l v e r y much in u s e , sheds were b u i l t b e h i n d t h e chu rches
where members c o u l d l e a v e t h e i r b u g g i e s .
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Farmers d r i v i n g i n t o t o w n would a l s o t i e t h e i r t e a m s t h e r e w h i l e shopp ing
a t t h e J . W. H a c k e t t o r M i l l e r & Brown g r o c e r y s t o r e s .

Ano the r f a m i l i a r s i g h t was Cuddeback & Cooper's b l a c k hearse w i t h g l a s s windows
drawn b y a t e a m o f b l a c k h o r s e s .

Many o f t h e b u i l d i n g s o n Young S t r e e t t h a t w e r e o n c e f a m i l i a r a r e n o l o n g e r
t h e r e . Mos t w e r e l o s t i n t h e fi r e o f 1901, b u t many w e r e r e b u i l t a s t h e y e a r s
passed b y .

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , t h e V i l l a g e has s tayed i n t u n e w i t h t h e t imes and improved
i t s o u t w a r d a p p e a r a n c e and image w i t h each p a s s i n g y e a r .

* * * * * * * x
WILSON'S OLD TIME RELIGION

The W i l s o n a r e a was l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a v a s t w i l d e r n e s s when t h e fi r s t P r e s b y ‑
t e r i a n Church was o r g a n i z e d i n t h e Town o n J a n u a r y 1 8 , 1819, b y t h e R e v. D a v i d
M . S m i t h o f L e w i s t o n and John and D a n i e l Holmes o f W i l s o n .

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r , t h e Sabbath S c h o o l , (Sunday S c h o o l ) was s t a r t e d b y Deacon
Holmes, M r . and M r s . C a l v i n P r a t t , Luman Case and S a l l y and R i c h a r d Holmes, and
t h e fi r s t c l a s s e s w e r e h e l d in t h e 1818 l o g schoolhouse t h a t had been b u i l t on t h e
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WILSON'S OLD TIME RELIGION ( C o n t i n u e d )

Reuben W i l s o n p r o p e r t y , Lake Road, abou t a m i l e and a h a l f e a s t o f t h e p r e s e n t
v i l l a g e .

A l e t t e r w r i t t e n i n 1870 b y Elmer B i c k f o r d , a member o f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n
c o n g r e g a t i o n , g i v e s a n i n t e r e s t i n g d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e fi r s t Sabbath S c h o o l , and
some o f t h e d i f fi c u l t c o n d i t i o n s t h a t e x i s t e d a t t h e t i m e :

"The h e a r t h in t h e schoolhouse was w i d e , and a chimney of s t i c k s and c l a y
was b u i l t o n t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e l o g b u i l d i n g . F u r n i s h i n g s w e r e s p a r s e and c o n s i s t e d
o n l y o f a n u n p a i n t e d p i n e t a b l e and a s i n g l e c h a i r .

"Desks w i t h s u i t a b l e s e a t s w e r e fas tened t o t h e i n s i d e w a l l s o f t h e c a b i n ,
and d u r i n g p u b l i c worsh ip , a d d i t i o n a l s e a t s were s e t u p i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e r o o m .

"The e a r l y p i o n e e r s s p e n t many days o f h a r d l a b o r removing t h e dense t a n g l e
of underbrush and v i r g i n t i m b e r , and i t was n o t uncommon f o r c h i l d r e n w a l k i n g
t o Sabbath Schoo l t o s e e t r a c k s o f wo lves o r b e a r c r o s s i n g t h e i r p a t h .

"The c l o t h i n g w o r n by t h e c h i l d r e n was v e r y s i m i l a r in appearance, so nobody
s t a y e d home because o f t h e i r d ress . The g a r m e n t s were w o r n a l l week, b u t m e t i c u l ‑
l o u s mothers always made su re t h e c l o t h i n g was c l e a n and pressed f o r Sunday.

" I n t h e summer, y o u n g s t e r s a t t e n d e d s c h o o l b a r e f o o t , and t h e boys u s u a l l y
came i n t h e i r s h i r t s l e e v e s . I f a g i r l ' s bonne t gave o u t , she wou ld p l a c e a c o l o r f u l
bandana over h e r head r a t h e r than miss Sabbath School w h i l e a new one was acqu i red .

"The P r e s b y t e r i a n Church was u n i q u e because i t emphasized the importance
o f r e l i g i o u s t r a i n i n g f o r c h i l d r e n , and t h e a im o f the Sabbath School was t o
f a m i l i a r i z e p u p i l s w i t h the e a r l y language o f the S c r i p t u r e s .

"Youngsters were encouraged to memorize l a r g e po r t i ons of the B i b l e , and
were expected to r e c i t e 50 or 60 verses each week.



WILSON'S OLD TIME RELIGION (Continued)

"S ing ing was sparse w i t h seldom more t h a n one hymn b e i n g sung d u r i n g a Sunday
S e r v i c e .

" L i b r a r y mate r ia l and r e l i g i o u s papers w e r e i n s h o r t s u p p l y, s o young people
read books l i k e "P i lg r im 's Progress" or "The H o l y War", o v e r and o v e r aga in .

"As a r e s u l t of a r e l i g i o u s r e v i v a l in 1828, Sabbath Schools were establ ished
in a l l t h e school d i s t r i c t s i n t h e townsh ip , b u t a f t e r t h e fi r s t f rame Presby te r i an
Church was b u i l t i n t h e V i l l a g e i n 1834, a l l t h e d i s t r i c t ' s Sunday Schools were
merged i n t o one c e n t r a l Sabbath School."

O n J u l y 1 0 , 1894, t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Church was consumed b y flames i n t h e same
fi r e t h a t des t royed t h e O n t a r i o H o t e l a t t h e corner o f Lake and Young.

I n 1896, t h e church was r e b u i l t w i t h b r i c k and s t o n e , and s e r v i c e s were h e l d
t h e r e u n t i l J u l y 25 , 1930, when t h e church was d isso lved b y t h e N i a g a r a P r e s b y t e r y.

To d a y, t h e b e a u t i f u l o l d e d i fi c e i s t h e house o f w o r s h i p f o r Our Lady o f
t h e R o s a r y Roman C a t h o l i c Church.

N o t e : I n fo rma t ion on Sabbath S c h o o l , c o u r t e s y o f M i s s He len S t e v e n s .

* k * * * * * *

RISE AND FALL OF A CHURCH

In the e a r l y 1870's, Deacon Bates was a leader of i nfluence among the Methodists
who worshipped at t h e C h e s t n u t S t r e e t Schoolhouse in Eas t Wi lson and in a r e a l
sense a p i o n e e r o f t h e s o c i e t y .

O n March 6 , 1871, a m e e t i n g was h e l d a t t h e home o f Stephen Wakeman t o o r ‑
gan ize t h e Me thod i s t S o c i e t y and R e v . H . R . Smi th pres ided. A mo t i on was adopted
to name t h e s o c i e t y t h e "Chestnut S t r e e t Methodist-Episcopal S o c i e t y of t h e Town
of Wi lson" , and i t was f u r t h e r moved t h a t Stephen Wakeman, BenjaminB u l l and Wa r r e n
Wetmore be appointed t r u s t e e s .

I n c o r p o r a t i o n papers were fi l e d March 1 3 , 1871, and a deed was drawn u p between
t h e t r u s t e e s and t h e Wakemans who conveyed p a r t o f L o t #56 t o t h e M e t h o d i s t ‑
Episcopa l S o c i e t y .

The t r u s t e e s t h e n headed up a b u i l d i n g commit tee to wh ich t h e f o l l o w i n g members
w e r e added: M r . and M r s . Joseph B u l l , V. M . Snyder and G e o r g e H a l l i f a x . C o n t r a c t s
f o r t h e masonry work were l e t o u t t o t h e F a r l e y s and t h e t r u s t e e s fu rn i shed s t o n e
f o r t h e foundat ion. The i n s i d e w a l l s o f t h e church were p lastered-- the b e a u t i f u l
wood ornamentation came l a t e r .

A c o r n e r s t o n e - l a y i n g ceremony was h e l d June 2 1 , 1871, and i n i t were p laced
a B i b l e , C o u n t y N e w s p a p e r, " S h i n P l a s t e r " , and a p i c t u r e o f Deacon B a t e s . The
“ s h i n p laster" was a t y p e o f c u r r e n c y used d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War and l a t e r r e c a l l e d .
The p i c t u r e o f Deacon B a t e s was p laced i n t h e c o r n e r s t o n e a s a token o f e s t e e m
and g r a t e f u l apprec ia t ion f o r h i s y e a r s o f s e r v i c e .
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RISE AND FALL OF A CHURCH (Cont inued)

F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , t h e Method is t S o c i e t y was assoc ia ted w i t h N o r t h Ridge
and D i c k e r s o n v i l l e , and t h e e a r l i e s t r e c o r d o f a p a s t o r a l charge was i n 1879 when
R e v. Woodruff P o s t was appo in ted p a s t o r o f t h e War rens Corne rs and E a s t W i l s o n
Churches.

Much of t h e community's a c t i v i t y c e n t e r e d around t h e church f o r many y e a r s ,
and month ly luncheon meet ings were h e l d t h e r e b y t h e L a d i e s A i d and y o u n g s t e r s
f r o m t h e Chestnut S t r e e t Schoo l o f t e n a t tended f o r a h o t m e a l .

D u r i n g t h e p r o h i b i t i o n y e a r s , t h e W. C . T. U . p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h e
communi ty, and t o d a y , t h e former organ izat ion 's c o l o r f u l banner is an a c q u i s i t i o n
of t h e W i l s o n Museum--a d o n a t i o n f r o m t h e l a t e Mabel Wi l son .

On t h e 5 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y commemorat ion s e r v i c e h e l d in t h e Church in 1922,
P a s t o r W i l l i a m D u n s t a n remarked, "We a r e c o n fi d e n t l y e x p e c t i n g t h e day when i t
w i l l a g a i n b e n e c e s s a r y to e l e c t a n u s h e r t o s e a t t h e crowds and t h a t h e w i l l
have so much to do he w i l l need an ass is tan t . "

He t h e n commented about a wedding t h a t had been per formed at t h e church t h e
fi r s t year it was b u i l t . When the ceremony was o v e r , t h e s m i l i n g groom p a i d the
m i n i s t e r and t h e e c s t a t i c w i f e b r i d e handed h im $10 toward t h e church deb t . P a s t o r
Dunstan conc luded, "We t r u s t i t was wor th i t . ”

In the l a t e 1930's, sewing B's were h e l d at the church to make s h i r t s and
shor ts f o r shipment overseas. The Yo u t h Fe l lowsh ip met there r e g u l a r l y and occa ‑
s i o n a l l y enjoyed o u t i n g s a t the O l c o t t R o l l e r R ink . The East Wi lson Boy S c o u t s ,
sponsored by the church , a l s o m e t t he re r e g u l a r l y each week.

The fi r s t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m e e t i n g s o f t h e S o u t h W i l s o n F i r e Company a l s o were
h e l d in t h e church .

Church a t tendance f e l l o f f n o t i c e a b l y in t h e e a r l y 1960's, and on A p r i l 5 ,
1964, a m o t i o n was approved b y church o f fi c i a l s t o have t h e s m a l l c o n g r e g a t i o n
j o i n w i t h t h e N o r t h R idge M e t h o d i s t Church. A month l a t e r , o n May 20 , 1964, t h e
E a s t Wi l son congrega t ion was accep ted by N o r t h R i d g e , and on May 31 , 1964, t h e
l a s t s e r v i c e a t t h e E a s t Wi l son M e t h o d i s t Church was h e l d .

The f o r m e r church e d i fi c e i s n o w t h e home o f M r . and M r s . M i c h a e l C e r r o n e
who h a v e made f e w c h a n g e s i n t h e o u t w a r d a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e s t r u c t u r e , b u t h a v e
t a s t e f u l l y remodeled t h e i n t e r i o r w i t h o u t d i s t u r b i n g t h e b e a u t i f u l o rnamenta l
p a n e l i n g .

HISTORY OF DRUGSTORES IN WILSON

The h i s t o r y o f d r u g s t o r e s i n W i l s o n i s somewhat o b s c u r e , b u t one mus t remem‑
b e r t h a t p r i o r t o t h e d r u g s t o r e l i c e n s i n g a c t o f 1904, anyone c o u l d c a l l h i s b u s i n e s s
a d r u g s t o r e - - a n d d i d .
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HISTORY OF DRUGSTORES IN WILSON (Cont inued)

One o f t h e e a r l i e s t d r u g s t o r e s i n W i l s o n , w e b e l i e v e , was one operated b y
M. C. B e t t s . H i s "Drugg is t and Apothecary Store” is prominently adve r t i sed in
a n A p r i l , 1880 e d i t i o n o f t h e W i l s o n "S ta r " .

One o f Wilson's e a r l y r e s i d e n t s , a f t e r whom one o f t h e V i l l a g e s t r e e t s i s
named, was Henry S. McChesney, a p h y s i c i a n and s u r g e o n . He and h i s w i f e , J a n e ,
had f o u r c h i l d r e n named Jane, M a r y, O s c a r and He len .

Oscar McChesney, in t h e 1875 c e n s u s , i s l i s t e d as b e i n g a c l e r k and bookkeeper,
b u t i n t h e 1887 N i a g a r a Coun ty D i r e c t o r y h e i s l i s t e d a s a J e w e l e r , D r u g g i s t and
S t a t i o n e r . O n J a n u a r y 3 , 1895, h e was r e p o r t e d t o have s o l d h i s e n t i r e s tock
o f med i c i nes and drugs to a M r . Norman Keck.

Bea S a l i s b u r y b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e S a l i s b u r y and Jones D r u g s t o r e o n c e operated
o n t h e s i t e o f t h e o l d S c h e f fl e r Hardware S t o r e . The S a l i s b u r y and Jones D r u g s t o r e
was o n t h e e a s t s i d e o f t h e b u i l d i n g and t h e W . A . Bush Genera l S t o r e was o n t h e
w e s t . There was a l s o a dance fl o o r o n t h e second fl o o r o f t h e b u i l d i n g .

I t e m s f r o m o l d Wi l son "Star" r e v e a l t h a t in 1905, t h e fi r s t M idd le ton D r u g ‑
s t o r e was located i n t h e Masonic B u i l d i n g . I n 1908, George M i d d l e t o n and Roland
S i n g e r were repor ted t o have purchased t h e s t o r e owned b y Biga low and S a l i s b u r y,
and the p a r t c o n t a i n i n g t h e grocery s t o r e burned t h a t same y e a r .

The d r u g s t o r e then opened w i t h Clarence Johnson and George Middleton a s c o ‑
owners. In 1915, M r. Middleton bought o u t Johnson's i n t e r e s t and continued the
drug business u n t i l 1936. H e then so ld the bus iness t o h i s s o n - i n - l a w , Charles
H a n e r, who operated it w i t h h i s w i f e , Edna, u n t i l h i s death. Edna continued w i t h
t h e business u n t i l 1951.

D u r i n g t h i s t i m e , t h e M i d d l e t o n D r u g s t o r e was moved a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t and
John Bieda opened t h e W i l s o n Pharmacy i n i t s f o r m e r l o c a t i o n . T h u s , f o r a s h o r t
t i m e , t h e r e were t w o d r u g s t o r e s o p e r a t i n g i n W i l s o n .

John Bieda s o l d t h e W i l s o n Pharmacy i n 1944 t o resume o p e r a t i o n o f t h e W i l s o n
" S t a r " , and Edna H a n e r moved back i n t o t h e o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n o f t h e M i d d l e t o n
S t o r e . In 1951, she s o l d t h e bus iness to Gordon MacPherson ( U . B . ' 3 6 ) and he
r a n t h e d r u g s t o r e u n t i l O c t o b e r , 1968, when he s o l d o u t to W i l l i a m Okoniewski.

B i l l has operated t h e d r u g s t o r e i n t h e V i l l a g e f o r o v e r t w e n t y y e a r s , and
h a s expanded t h e b u s i n e s s to i n c l u d e a b r a n c h in B a r k e r and a l a r g e , modern d r u g ‑
s t o r e in t h e Hamlet of Newfane.

* k * * * * * *
PROGRESSIVE MEDICINE

W i l s o n h a s been f o r t u n a t e o v e r t h e y e a r s t o have t h e s e r v i c e s o f some fi n e ,
prominent d o c t o r s b u t , in t h e e a r l y days a f t e r t h e Town was founded , t h i s wasn't
n e c e s s a r i l y t r u e . I n Orsamus Turner's H i s t o r y o f t h e H o l l a n d P u r c h a s e , w e n o t e
t h a t when Reuben Wi l son s e t t l e d h e r e i n 1810, t h e r e were o n l y t w o d o c t o r s i n t h e
a r e a - - D r. A l v o r d and D r . Smith o f L e w i s t o n .
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PROGRESSIVE MEDICINE (Continued)

D r . A l vo rd was k i l l e d t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r when t h e B r i t i s h and t h e i r I n d i a n
a l l i e s burned the se t t l emen t o f L e w i s t o n and massacred many o f i t s i n h a b i t a n t s .
In 1819, t h e fi r s t l o g schoolhouse in t h e Town of Wi l son was b u i l t on t h e sou th
s i d e o f Lake Road about one m i l e and a h a l f e a s t o f t h e p r e s e n t v i l l a g e . D r .
Warner, a p r a c t i s i n g p h y s i c i a n f r o m K e m p v i l l e , (now O l c o t t ) was t h e fi r s t d a y ‑
t ime teacher in t h a t schoo l w i t h about twe lve s tuden ts .

D r . Warner l a t e r became Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t o f t h e N i a g a r a County M e d i c a l S o c i e t y
wh ich was o r g a n i z e d a t L e w i s t o n i n J u n e , 1823. O t h e r W i l s o n d o c t o r s l i s t e d i n
t h e soc ie ty ' s r e c o r d s th rough 1900 i n c l u d e d D r . H. S. McChesney; D r . A. H. Ta y l o r ;
D r . Jonathan S a y e r ; D r . D . S . Campbe l l ; D r . E a r l G . Danser ; D r . Char les A. Reed;
D r . F. G a s k i l l ; D r . H . B . Tabor ; and D r . W . L e v e l l D r a p e r.

D u r i n g t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , i t wasn't a s easy t o fi n d a d o c t o r a s i t i s t o d a y - ‑
e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e p a t i e n t l i v e d i n t h e r u r a l o r backwoods a r e a . C o n s e q u e n t l y,
j u s t about e v e r y farmer's w i f e was a p r a c t i c i n g n u r s e , and m o s t had a remarkab le
knowledge of t h e home remedies a v a i l a b l e f o r common a i l m e n t s .

F o r example, m u t t o n t a l l o w was rubbed on t h e c h e s t f o r bad c o l d s ; a p l a n t
c o n c o c t i o n c a l l e d boneset was used t o c o u n t e r a c t aches and f e v e r ; c h i l d r e n had
t h e i r b lood p u r i fi e d each s p r i n g w i t h su lphur and molasses; caromel was used to
cleanse the l i v e r ; and "black eyes" were o f t e n t r e a t e d by app ly ing a p iece o f
raw steak a s a p o u l t i c e .

Many of these home remedies were learned f rom t h e "witch doctors" of l o c a l
I n d i a n t r i b e s , and o f t e n were a s good o r b e t t e r t h a n some o f t h e cures p r e s c r i b e d
b y l o c a l p h y s i c i a n s .

D r . Jonathan Sayer came to Wi l son in 1824, and was t h e fi r s t d o c t o r to s e t
up a p r a c t i c e i n t h e townsh ip . He pu rchased 100 a c r e s o f l a n d on l o t n o . 73 f rom
Reuben Wi l son and remained t h e r e t o p r a c t i c e h i s p r o f e s s i o n f o r many y e a r s .

D r . H i ram B . Tabor s e t t l e d i n W i l s o n i n 1837, and i n 1848 a c q u i r e d l and where
a branch o f Twelve M i l e Creek c r o s s e s Lake S t r e e t . The d o c t o r p r a c t i c e d a t h i s
home t h e r e f o r 4 5 y e a r s , and a b r i d g e wh ich was b u i l t o v e r t h e s t r e a m b y h i s house,
s o o n became known a s "Tabor's B r i d g e . " I n 1976, a s a B i c e n t e n n i a l p r o j e c t , t h e
W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y e r e c t e d a marke r a t t h e h i s t o r i c s p o t .

D r . J o h n F. B u r n s , who p r a c t i c e d m e d i c i n e f o r o v e r fi f t y y e a r s i n W i l s o n ,
w a s r a i s e d a t C l a r e n c e C e n t e r , E r i e C o u n t y , a n d r e c e i v e d h i s m e d i c a l d e g r e e i n
1903 f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f K e n t u c k y. H e s p e n t h i s r e s i d e n c e a t S t . Mary's H o s ‑
p i t a l i n R o c h e s t e r, and h i s i n t e r n s h i p a t Ch i l d ren ' s H o s p i t a l i n C h a r l o t t e , New
Yo r k . D u r i n g h i s c a r e e r h e b r o u g h t o v e r 2 , 0 0 0 babies i n t o t h e w o r l d and was h i g h l y
r e s p e c t e d in t h e communi ty.

The l a t e John Argue was a n o t h e r of Wilson's h i g h l y esteemed d o c t o r s who p r a c ‑
t i s e d a t W i l s o n f o r n e a r l y fi f t y y e a r s . H e was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n g e t t i n g t h e I n t e r ‑
Community H o s p i t a l a t Newfane e s t a b l i s h e d and f o r a t i m e served a s i t s C h i e f o f
S t a f f .
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PROGRESSIVE MEDICINE ( C o n t i n u e d )

I t was t h r o u g h t h e f o r e s i g h t o f D r . A r g u e , D r . V. J . S i n g h and D r . Mary M a r g a r e t
W e i l e r , t h a t t h e I n t e r - C o m m u n i t y M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t e s o f Newfane, W i l s o n and Ransom‑
v i l l e was o rgan i zed , c o n t r i b u t i n g g r e a t l y t o t h e m e d i c a l needs o f t h e a r e a .

D r . S i n g h and D r . W e i l e r i s s u e d a j o i n t s t a t e m e n t in 1987, announc ing t h a t
D r . Thomas Hughes w o u l d j o i n t h e m e d i c a l s t a f f i n J a n u a r y, a n d , a l o n g w i t h p r e s e n t
s t a f f member, D r . C h i , wou ld work w i t h t h e M e d i c a l Group to p r o v i d e h i g h q u a l i t y
h e a l t h c a r e t o t h e people o f t h e c o m m u n i t y.

TUGWELL FAMILY LEFT I T S MARK IN WILSON

The Tu g w e l l name m i g h t mean v e r y l i t t l e t o p e r s o n s who s e t t l e d i n W i l s o n
a f t e r t h e 1940's, b u t to those who l i v e d in t o w n p r i o r to t h a t t i m e , t h e name
m i g h t s t i r up a few memories.

The house at 425 Lake S t r e e t , t h e fo rmer Tu g w e l l home, is now the res idence
of t h e Roger Mawhiney f a m i l y , and the b a r n t h a t stands behind it s t i l l bears the
name "Tugwell Place".

I t i s a l s o a h i s t o r i c reminder o f a n e a r l i e r day when one o f Wilson's former
p e r s o n a l i t i e s , Char les Tu g w e l l , was e s t a b l i s h i n g h i m s e l f i n t h e cann ing and c o l d
s t o r a g e bus iness.



TUGWELL FAMILY LEFT I T S MARK IN WILSON (Cont inued)

P r i o r t o 1890, t h e f a m i l y l i v e d i n S i n c l a i r v i l l e , Chautauqua C o u n t y, where ,
a c c o r d i n g to D o r i s H u n t e r F r a s e r of Jamestown, a coup le l i t t l e known i n c i d e n t s
i n t h e l i f e o f Cha r l ey Tu g w e l l m i g h t b e a r r e p e a t i n g .

I n 1890, f o r i n s t a n c e , h e se rved a s a t r u s t e e o n t h e S i n c l a i r v i l l e s ' fi r s t
Vo lun tee r F i r e Depar tment , w h i c h , a t t h e t i m e , c o n s i s t e d m a i n l y of a "hook and
ladder a f f a i r w i t h horse-drawn veh ic le . "

I n 1896, h e i n s t a l l e d t h e fi r s t b a t h t u b i n t h e V i l l a g e o f S i n c l a i r v i l l e
and drew w a t e r f o r i t t h rough a wood m a i n connnected to s p r i n g s about t w o m i l e s
w e s t o f t h e V i l l a g e . One s e c t i o n o f t h a t wood ma in i s now i n t h e Va l l e y H i s t o r i c a l
Museum.

I t was around 1900 when Tu g w e l l and h i s f a m i l y moved t o W i l s o n , a n d , o n
t h e s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t P f e i f f e r Food P l a n t , h e e s t a b l i s h e d t h e F r e d o n i a P r e s e r v i n g
Company. I t was p o s s i b l e t h a t h i s i n t e r e s t i n b u i l d i n g a w a t e r l i n e a t S i n c l a i r ‑
v i l l e c a r r i e d o v e r t o W i l s o n , s i n c e i t was t h r o u g h h i s e f f o r t s t h a t a n e w w a t e r
l i n e was l a i d a l o n g Lake S t r e e t to h i s c a n n i n g company.

I t p rov ided w a t e r to homes a long t h e r o u t e as w e l l , and Tugwel l was a l s o
a c t i v e i n b r i n g i n g e l e c t r i c i t y i n t o t h e V i l l a g e . H e was g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d i n
community a f f a i r s and served as Pres iden t of t h e V i l l a g e Board f o r fi v e y e a r s .

Tugwe l l a l s o organized the o l d Wi lson S t a t e Bank in the b u i l d i n g now used
by the Wilson Branch of Mar ine Mid land. In o t h e r p u r s u i t s he served as Pres ident
o f the Wilson Free L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , and was a member o f the Masonic Lodge
and S h r i n e r s .

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e modest home o n Lake S t r e e t , t h e Tugwe l l s had a c o t t a g e
a t t h e e a s t end o f Tu s c a r o r a Bay n e a r t h e boa thouse . A l t h o u g h now t h e s i t e o f
C l a r k ' s M a r i n a , to many o l d t i m e r s , t h e c o t t a g e was a landmark h o l d i n g many beau ‑
t i f u l memor ies.

The Tu g w e l l name became w i d e l y known th roughou t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s when t h e i r
s o n , "Rex" Tu g w e l l became A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e under t h e A d m i n i s t r a ‑
t i o n o f P res iden t F r a n k l i n Delano Rooseve l t .

H e had become a good f r i e n d o f t h e P r e s i d e n t when Roosevel t was Governor
o f New Yo r k , and r e c e i v e d h i s appo in tmen t t o t h e President 's Cab ine t w h i l e a
P r o f e s s o r o f Economics a t C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y .

A l t hough Rex was b o r n i n S i n c l a i r v i l l e i n 1891, h e r e c e i v e d p a r t o f h i s e d u c a ‑
t i o n a t t h e o l d W i l s o n Academy, and g radua ted f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Pennsy l van ia
i n 1915 w i t h a B . S . i n Economics. S u b s e q u e n t l y, h e earned h i s Master 's Degree
and Ph.D a t t h e same c o l l e g e .

A s a b o y , Rex was a n a v i d r e a d e r , and t h o s e who knew h i m c o n s i d e r e d h i m f r i e n d l y
and k i n d - h e a r t e d . H e l o v e d s p o r t s and o u t - o f - d o o r s , and s p e n t many boyhood h o u r s
swimming, b o a t i n g and fi s h i n g at t h e summer c o t t a g e on Tu s c a r o r a B a y. He was
s a i d t o b e ex t reme ly s h y, and t r i e d t o keep o u t o f t h e s p o t l i g h t - a l w a y s work i ng
hard beh ind the scenes.
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TUGWELL FAMILY LEFT I T S MARK IN WILSON (Cont inued)

A l t hough f r e q u e n t l y l a b e l e d a s a r a d i c a l because o f h i s c o n c e r n f o r the u n d e r ‑
p r i v i l e g e d , t h e a c t i v e and i n t e l l i g e n t economic a d v i s o r t o t h e P r e s i d e n t n o t o n l y
b rough t n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n t o h i m s e l f , b u t a l s o t o t h e V i l l a g e o f Wi l son where
he s p e n t m o s t of h i s boyhood y e a r s .

*& * * x * * * *

WHEN THE CIRCUS CAME TO TOWN

I n t h e m i d 1920's , a few l i t t l e c i r c u s e s used t o t o u r t h e c o u n t r y and made
s t o p s a t some o f t h e s m a l l e r v i l l a g e s l i k e W i l s o n . There was a lways a l o t o f
exc i t emen t when a c i r c u s t r a i n p u l l e d i n t o t o w n , and i t was f u n to wa tch as wagons,
animals and equipment w e r e un loaded f r o m fl a t c a r s .

The c i r c u s t r o u p s wou ld u s u a l l y parade t h r o u g h t o w n b e f o r e a performance
and n o boy o r g i r l who e v e r saw o n e , c o u l d e v e r f o r g e t t h e t h r i l l o f a r e a l l i v e
c i r c u s pa rade . A l a r g e band wagon w i t h n o i s y b r a s s band u s u a l l y l e d t h e p rocess ion
f o l l o w e d b y c o l o r f u l l y costumed t r a p e z e a r t i s t s , c lowns and o t h e r pe r fo rmers who
wou ld s m i l e and wave as they walked b y .

They would be fo l l owed by horse-drawn wagons c o n t a i n i n g w i l d caged animals
and a row of e lephants would p l o d a long behind w i t h each h o l d i n g the t a i l o f t h e
preceeding elephant in h i s t r u n k . The raucous wheezing sound of the steam c a l i o p e
would o f t e n s i g n a l t h e end of the parade.

L e s t e r C l a r k o f Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a , r e c a l l e d t h a t when the c i r c u s came t o
Wilson they used to p i t c h t h e i r t e n t on t h e o l d baseba l l diamond on the w e s t s ide
of Lake S t r e e t . The grounds were a l m o s t beh ind t h e C l a r k home, and he remembered
how t h e e lephants and o t h e r t a m e r an ima ls came to t h e w e l l beh ind h i s parent 's
house to d r i n k f r o m i t . The w e l l was sha l low and w a t e r was b r o u g h t to t h e s u r f a c e
w i t h a c h a i n whee l d r i v e .

Ambi t ious boys or g i r l s c o u l d e a r n f r e e passes to t h e show by c a r r y i n g w a t e r
o r p i t c h i n g hay f o r t h e e lephan t s .

L a u r a C l a r k couldn't remember t o o much abou t t h e c i r c u s because whenever
i t came t o t o w n , she a lways seemed t o b e s i c k . She d i d r e c a l l , h o w e v e r, how mad
h e r f a t h e r g o t when an e lephant b r o k e l o o s e and drank a l l t h e w a t e r f r om t h e i r
w e l l .

Then, t o make m a t t e r s w o r s e , t h e u n g r a t e f u l pachyderm p u l l e d u p a l l t h e p e a n u t
p l a n t s t h a t h e r f a t h e r h a d p l a n t e d i n t h e i r garden. O l l i e C l a r k r e c a l l e d t h a t
o n e o f t h e c i r c u s e s t h a t came t o W i l s o n was t h e F e l s - S o t a C i r c u s .

* * * * * * * x
DANIELS' ROAD RECOLLECTIONS OF HARRY LESTER

H a r r y L e s t e r was 9 5 y e a r s o f a g e when h e was i n t e r v i e w e d b y t h e l a t e D o r o t h y
T h i l k , Town H i s t o r i a n , and a t t h e t i m e h e was l i v i n g o n t h e L e s t e r Homestead where
h e had b e e n b o r n .
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DANIELS’ ROAD RECOLLECTIONS OF HARRY LESTER (Cont inued)

H e r e c a l l e d t h a t h i s g r a n d f a t h e r , Samuel L e s t e r , was a b lacksmi th who had
lea rned h i s t r a d e in Eng land , and when t h e E r i e Barge Cana l Locks were b u i l t a t
L o c k p o r t , was foreman of t h e b lacksmi ths. He s a i d t h a t t h e Daniels' Road was
named a f t e r t h e Daniels' f a m i l y who l i v e d sou th of t h e Ridge on l o t #10.

M r s . E l i s h a D a n i e l s was b o r n i n 1800 and d i e d i n 1828. She was b u r i e d n e x t
t o h e r son o n t h e f a r m where they l i v e d . U p t o s e v e r a l y e a r s a g o , t h e t w o s t o n e s
t h a t marked t h e i r g r a v e s c o u l d be s e e n f r o m t h e h ighway.

When M r . L e s t e r was a b o y , he remembered t h e r e w e r e many a p p l e orchards a l o n g
t h e r o a d , and t h e branches f rom many of t h e o l d "Spi tzenbergs", "Snows" and
"Golden Sweets" o f t e n spread o v e r t h e h ighway.

A t t h e c o r n e r o f t h e N o r t h R i d g e a n d D a n i e l s r o a d s , t h e t r e e s w e r e s o t h i c k
i t was necessary to s t r i p t h e b a r k f r om one of them to show where t h e D a n i e l s
Road began.

The L e s t e r s l i v e d under t h e same rugged c o n d i t i o n s exper ienced by o t h e r e a r l y
s e t t l e r s who l i v e d o f f t h e l a n d . A f t e r b u t c h e r i n g hogs i n t h e f a l l , hams were
s a l t e d and smoked, sausage and l i v e r w u r s t we re packed i n crocks, and soap was
made w i t h f a t f rom the meat and l y e ex t r ac ted f rom wood ashes.

Apple b u t t e r was a l so made b y b o i l i n g down c i d e r i n a l a r g e i r o n k e t t l e s u s ‑
pended ove r an open fi r e in which bushels of apples were added and cooked f o r
hours w h i l e s t i r r i n g cons tan t l y t o p r e v e n t scorch ing. A fl a t paddle fastened
t o a l o n g cedar p o l e was g e n e r a l l y used t o d o t h e s t i r r i n g .

H a r r y remembered t h a t t h e N o r t h Ridge was o r i g i n a l l y l a i d o u t n o r t h of i t s
p r e s e n t r o u t e w h i c h a c c o u n t s f o r why some homes a r e f u r t h e r back f r o m t h e r o a d
today t h a n o t h e r s . H e a l s o r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e fi r s t s t o r e was l o c a t e d n e a r t h e
N o r t h Ridge Cemete ry, b u t was moved to a n o t h e r l o c a t i o n by A r t Scoby who l a t e r
s o l d i t t o B e r t L a f fl e r .

The N o r t h R idge P o s t O f fi c e was a t t h e r e a r o f a house n e x t t o L a f fl e r ' s
s t o r e , and t h i s was where r e s i d e n t s o f t h e D a n i e l s Road used t o p i c k u pt h e i r m a i l .
The o l d B e r t L a f fl e r s t o r e i s n o l o n g e r t h e r e , b u t many a r e a r e s i d e n t s may s t i l l
remember when h i s s o n , Huey L a f fl e r , used t o t o u r t h e c o u n t r y s i d e w i t h h o r s e and
wagon, ( l a t e r a t r u c k ) and d ispensed g r o c e r i e s , d ress goods, m e a t s , kerosene
and o t h e r s t a p l e s , house t o house.

* * * * * * * *
RECOLLECTIONS OF THE RURAL 1900'S

Those of us who m a r v e l at t h e accompl ishments of o u r p r e s e n t computer ized
s o c i e t y , may fi n d i t d i f fi c u l t t o i m a g i n e a day when l i f e moved a t a much s lower
p a c e .

I n r e a d i n g o v e r t h e memoirs o f t h e l a t e Anna K a r s t e n , w e g e t a g l i m p s e o f
a t i m e i n r u r a l W i l s o n when c o n d i t i o n s were f a r d i f f e r e n t t h a n t h e y a r e t o d a y.
F o r i n s t a n c e , i n t h e e a r l y 1900's, t h e r e were n o improved r o a d s - - o n l y d i r t o n e s ,
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE RURAL 1900'S (Con t i nued )

and t h e y were k e p t smooth w i t h t h e h e l p o f a huge s c r a p e r p u l l e d b y a team o f
h o r s e s .

I n t h e w i n t e r t i m e , c a r s w e r e j a c k e d u p o n b l o c k s u n t i l t h e f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g ,
and t h e e n g i n e , w h i c h was s t a r t e d w i t h a m a g n e t o , would t h e n b e switched o v e r
t o t h e b a t t e r y .

A u t o t i r e s w e r e as smooth as a g a r d e n h o s e , and t h e "“honker" t y p e h o r n , w h i c h
he lped c l e a r t h e way o f b o t h f a r m e r and l i v e s t o c k , was opera ted b y a n a t t a c h e d
b a l l o o n - l i k e r u b b e r b a l l .

1907 METZ - TYPICAL CAR OF THE EARLY 1900'S

Gaso l i ne s o l d f o r 1 3 c e n t s a g a l l o n , b u t i n c r e a s e d t h r e e t i m e s t h a t amoun t
a f t e r Wo r l d War I s t a r t e d , and m o s t f a r m e r s s t o r e d g a s o n t h e i r fa rms i n fi f t y
g a l l o n drums. She n o t e d t h a t t h e i r fi r s t new c a r c o s t t h e "fabulous sum of fi v e
hundred d o l l a r s " , and though i t was p r o b a b l y a m a r v e l a t t h e t i m e , was y e t a f a r
c r y f r o m t h e s l e e k , s h i n y , l o w - s l u n g s p o r t s c a r s o f t o d a y.

She r e c a l l e d t h a t "Dad u s e d t o d r i v e , b u t i t w a s a fearsome o r d e a l f o r a l l
who r o d e w i t h h i m a s h e sped fi v e o r t e n m i l e s a n h o u r down t h e r o a d . "We made
t w o t r i p s a y e a r - - o n e t o t h e P i o n e e r P i c n i c a t O l c o t t , and t h e o t h e r t o t h e O l d
Home Week C e l e b r a t i o n i n L o c k p o r t when M a i n S t r e e t was roped o f f f o r a Mid-way
t h a t extended o v e r t h e B i g B r i d g e .

"The u s u a l f a r m chores w e r e m o s t l y done by hand a n d , in t h e f a l l , i t was
c u s t o m a r y t o make apple b u t t e r . The n e i g h b o r s wou ld u s u a l l y come o v e r and h e l p
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p e e l bushels of app les , and a huge k e t t l e was fi l l e d w i t h c i d e r and b o i l e d down
about h a l f way o v e r a n open fi r e . App les w e r e g r a d u a l l y added and t h e m i x t u r e
was c o n s t a n t l y s t i r r e d . I f i t became t o o t h i c k m o r e app le c i d e r was added.

"We used o u r own apples to make t h e c i d e r and, in those d a y s , i t wasn't
necessary to spray t h e t r e e s because v e r y few of t h e apples w e r e wormy. One

' bushe l of apples made about f o u r g a l l o n s of c i d e r and t h e j u i c e was squeezed f r o m
them by a horse-powered g r i n d e r at t h e c i d e r m i l l .

"Making t h e app le b u t t e r was a 24 h o u r j o b so w h i l e some s l e p t , o t h e r s wou ld
keep t h e fi r e s g o i n g and s t i r t h e c i d e r and app les c o n s t a n t l y . F i f t y g a l l o n s
were u s u a l l y made a t a t i m e and s t o r e d i n e a r t h e n c r o c k s . W h i l e t h e a p p l e b u t t e r
was b e i n g made, t h e s m e l l would fi l l t h e a i r f o r m i l e s a round .

"Sometimes, w o r k and p l a y w e r e combined, and young peop le e s p e c i a l l y looked
forward to t h e a n n u a l corn-huskin' Bee's. The husks were p u l l e d f rom t h e ea rs
o f c o r n and s t u f f e d i n t o bags and l a t e r s o l d f o r bed " t i c k s " , w h i l e t h e c o r n was
s t o r e d i n a g r a n a r y f o r l i v e s t o c k f e e d i n g .

"Around midn igh t a b i g meal was served and l a t e r everyone j o i n e d in on the
barn fl o o r to square dance and have a wonder fu l t ime."

* * *& * *& * x *x

BOYHOOD DAYS RECALLED BY PHILIP BROWN

N o t e : We n e v e r m e t P h i l Brown in p e r s o n , b u t we corresponded w i t h h i m f r e ‑
q u e n t l y and e n j o y e d r e c e i v i n g h i s f r i e n d l y l e t t e r s f rom Washington D . C . Brown,
r e t i r e d , had s p e n t h i s c a r e e r w i t h t h e U. S . Gove rnmen t , and in 1966, r e c e i v e d
t h e s u p e r i o r s e r v i c e award f r o m t h e U . S . D e p a r t m e n t o f A g r i c u l t u r e . A t t h e t i m e
h e was n a t i o n a l d i r e c t o r o f i n f o r m a t i o n f o r USDA's Farmers Home A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
in  Wash ing ton .

We w e r e saddened to l e a r n f r o m h i s c o u s i n , E l l e n G o l d e , of W i l s o n , t h a t P h i l
was s t r u c k and k i l l e d b y a c a r w h i l e o n a n e v e n i n g s t r o l l .

The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r was m a i l e d t o u s b y h i m a few days b e f o r e h i s t r a g i c
a c c i d e n t , a n d because o f i t s h i s t o r i c c o n t e n t , I a m i n c l u d i n g i t i n "Wilson
Sketchbook".

"Dear Don:

The May i s s u e o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r b r i n g s a fl o o d o f memor ies. M y Dad was one
o f t h e men t h a t formed t h e W i l s o n i a n C l u b , and o t h e r s i n c l u d e d Reuben F o o t e and
F r a n k C a m p b e l l - - f o r t h e l i f e o f m e I c a n n o t remember t h e o t h e r s .

S i x o r e i g h t o f them m e t r e g u l a r l y o n w i n t e r even ings t o p l a y c a r d s , and
Dad l o v e d t o g o o v e r f o r a c o u p l e h o u r s a f t e r l o c k i n g u p t h e s t o r e . The c e i l i n g
in t h e b o w l i n g a l l e y was so l o w t h a t t a l l m e n l i k e Russ H u r l b u r t would sometimes
h i t it when they swung t h e i r a rm back to b o w l . The k i d s used "duck p ins" and
s m a i l b a l l s , and t h e s e p i n s had a t h i c k r u b b e r band around them.
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BOYHOOD DAYS RECALLED BY PHILIP BROWN (Cont inued)

"There w e r e t w o p o o l t a b l e s on t h e fi r s t fl o o r in t h e southwest c o r n e r of
t h e room. One was a b i l l i a r d t a b l e , and I , a l o n g w i t h Jimmie H i n c h l i f f e and R o n n i e
Teague and o t h e r s , used to u s e them-~-but n o t to a g r e a t e x t e n t . I don ' t know
w h y - - i t was f u n and d idn ' t c o s t a n y t h i n g .

One t i m e someone organ ized a "smoker", and t h e Evans t w i n s boxed . I was
n o t i n v i t e d . The band c o n c e r t s w e r e one o f t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f m y y o u t h . Someone
wou ld r o p e o f f t h e s t r e e t i n f r o n t o f t h e c l u b , and p o u r a couple boxes o f soap
c h i p s o n t h e c o n c r e t e h ighway i n a n e f f o r t t o make i t s l i p p e r y .

I would g e t s o e x c i t e d b y t h e band music I would r a c e around t h e ou ts ide
of t h e clubhouse w i t h t h e o t h e r k i d s , and it f e l t l i k e fl y i n g - - ! haven't e v e r
f e l t t h a t way s i n c e .

A n e l d e r l y man who l i v e d o n F r a n k l i n S t r e e t wou ld wheel a popcorn wagon u p
to t h e curb in f r o n t of o u r s t o r e . I l o v e d p o p c o r n b u t some of t h e women complained
t h a t i t was t o o g r e a s y and t h a t h e d i d n ' t u s e b u t t e r . H e made t h e popcorn o v e r
a b u r n e r , and what d o y o u suppose h e used f o r f u e l - - k e r o s e n e .

I l e a r n e d to dance a t t h e c l u b . I remember how despera te F e l i c e Campbell ,
He len Maynard and Naomi F i t c h w e r e f o r some boys who c o u l d dance. They were d e l i g h t e d
when some o f u s would fi n a l l y make t h e a t t e m p t b u t t hey sure had t o p u t u p w i t h
some clumsy-footed p a r t n e r s .

B i l l K i r c h o f f had a Hudson Coupe w i t h a rumble s e a t t h a t was the f a n c i e s t
t h i n g in t o w n . Sometimes in t h e e v e n i n g he would take two or th ree of us f o r a
r i d e to O l c o t t a t 80 mi les an hour- -what a t h r i l l !

I worked i n B i l l ' s g l a d i o l i fi e l d s f o r t w o o r th ree summers a long w i t h Jimmie
"Dutch" C o r n e l l and o t h e r s . Werode on t h e r i g t h a t p lan ted t h e b u l b s , and crawled
u p and down the rows o n o u r knees p u l l i n g weeds and l a t e r h e l p i n g w i t h t h e h a r v e s t .

At one t ime I worked on the Crossman farm in a fi e l d t h a t r a n f rom Lake Road
to t h e l a k e . Ano the r t i m e we worked on t h e Brown f a r m sou th o f t h e r o a d a c r o s s
f r o m my house . T h i s was t h e f a r m my Dad was b o r n o n . O t h e r t i m e s we worked on
the S i n g e r f a r m e a s t o f O l c o t t , a l s o t h e f a r m where A l Bur rows l i v e d .

E r n i e Ganshaw used t o p i c k u s u p o n t h e way t o w o r k . w e g e n e r a l l y worked
f r o m seven to s i x w i t h t i m e o f f f o r l u n c h . Ern ie 's p r i d e and j o y was an A l l i s
Chalmers t r a c t o r wh ich I have a model o f . What a smooth r u n n i n g t h i n g it w a s .
He changed t h e o i l e v e r y d a y. We g o t $2 .00 a day f o r o u r l a b o r and Al Bur rows
made s u r e we p u t in a f u l l day 's w o r k .

L a s t week I was a t a m e e t i n g in Wash ing ton where people w e r e t a l k i n g abou t
t h e days. o f t he G r e a t Dep ress ion . They s a i d t h e y knew people who worked a t manual
j o b s i n s u i t s t h a t t h e y used t o w e a r a t t h e o f fi c e - - t h e y couldn' t a f f o r d work
c l o t h e s .

The summer t h a t I worked on t h e S i n g e r f a r m , t h e r e was a man f r o m W i l s o n
w o r k i n g bes ide m e w e a r i n g , b e l i v e i t o r n o t , Tuxedo p a n t s .

I have n o t h i n g b u t happy t h o u g h t s abou t m y e a r l y days s p e n t o n t h e g l a d i o l i
f a r m s - - t h a t was where I l ea rned t o work and "ho ld m y own" w i t h m y p e e r s and o l d e r
men." ( P h i l i p Brown)
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The G r e a t Depress ion was in f u l l sw ing in 1930 when E lwyn F l a g l e r moved to
Wi l son and b u i l t a w e l d i n g shop a t t h e c o r n e r o f Seneca and H i g h S t r e e t s and ,
s ince the economy was p o o r , i t was a d i f fi c u l t t ime to s t a r t a bus iness - - l e t a lone
r a i s e a f a m i l y o f t h r e e c h i l d r e n .

H i s d a u g h t e r, H e l e n Ward o f L o c k p o r t , r e c a l l e d t h a t a s a g i r l she used t o
r i d e w i t h h im when he v i s i t e d a r e a fa rmers to shoe h o r s e s . Many were "Broncos"
f r om t h e w e s t w i t h mean d i s p o s i t i o n s and sometimes they wou ld l e a p o n h e r fa the r ' s
back or k i c k and s t e p on h i s f e e t . Farmers used to b r i n g wooden wagon wheels
t o h i m f o r r e p a i r and h e would r e p l a c e broken spokes and p u t o n new r i m s .

The o u t e r s t e e l r i m was made by p l a c i n g i t in a deep r i n g of corncobs which
h e wou ld s e t a b l a z e . When t h e r i m was r e d h o t he 'd p i c k i t u p w i t h t o n g s and
s e t it on t h e l a r g e wooden w h e e l . He wou ld t h e n d r i v e t h e h o t r i m o n t o t h e wheel
w i t h a s l e d g e hammer and clamp i t i n t o p l a c e . I t was always n e c e s s a r y t o p o u r w a t e r
on t h e whee l immed ia te l y t o s h r i n k t h e r i m and a l s o keep t h e wood whee l f r o m
b u r n i n g .

He a l s o used to b u i l d p low p o i n t s t h a t had been w o r n down f r o m plowing s t o n y
fi e l d s . Helen remembered t h a t h i s customers would o f t e n remark t h a t the r e - b u i l t
p low p o i n t s would l a s t l o n g e r than new ones .

Elwyn was q u i t e an i n v e n t o r and r e b u i l t the machinery t h a t t h e l a t e Stan
Borngraeber used in h i s p o t a t o f a c t o r y to p e e l and c u t p o t a t o e s f o r f rench f r i e s .
He also made the s ta in less s t e e l conveyor and machinery used in the former Cur ren t
Canning F a c t o r y. The conveyor was a s l a r g e a s a s e m i - t r a i l e r , and was b u i l t i n
two s e c t i o n s s o i t c o u l d b e moved and i n s t a l l e d more e a s i l y .

F l a g l e r had t h e i d e a o f m o u n t i n g h i s we lde r o n a t r u c k s o h e c o u l d d r i v e
to a farmer's fi e l d and r e p a i r b r o k e n equ ipmen t . T h i s was a g r e a t convenience
and s a v i n g to fa rmers who would o t h e r w i s e have had to disassemble a machine and
t a k e t h e p a r t i n t o t o w n .

Whi le Don F l a g l e r worked w i t h h i s f a t h e r , h e and t h e l a t e Lewis Smi th b u i l t
a r e p l i c a of a 1903 Oldsmob i le P i c k - u p t r u c k to commemorate D r . John F. Argue's
2 5 t h y e a r a s a P h y s i c i a n i n t h e Town o f W i l s o n . I n 1988, M r s . Jean Argue donated
t h e v e h i c l e t o t h e Wi l son Museum. ;

A s b u s y a s M r . F l a g l e r w a s , h e a l w a y s h a d t i m e f o r h i s c h i l d r e n . H e made a
p o i n t to be w i t h them at mea l t ime and t h e c u s t o m of s a y i n g Grace was always observed.
H e a l s o l o v e d t o fi s h , and h i s b o a t , b u i l t e n t i r e l y f r o m sheet m e t a l b y h i m , was
g e n e r a l l y o n e o f t h e fi r s t t o b e p u t i n t h e w a t e r each S p r i n g a t t h e h a r b o r .

I n h i s e a r l y y e a r s , E lwyn l i v e d o n t h e F l a g l e r Homestead o n t h e C h a r l o t t e v i l l e
Road in Newfane. When he a t t e n d e d s c h o o l , he wou ld d r i v e a h o r s e and buggy to
Newfane and l e a v e them i n t h e church sheds o f t h e Newfane M e t h o d i s t Church. From
t h e r e h e would r i d e a b i c y c l e t o L o c k p o r t where h e a t t e n d e d schoo l i n t h e f o r m e r
L o c k p o r t H i g h S c h o o l o n E a s t Avenue.

Be fo re mov ing t o W i l s o n , h e worked t h e F l a g l e r f a r m and a l s o l e a r n e d t h e
we ld ing and b lacksmi th t r a d e w h i l e work ing as an a p p r e n t i c e f o r Leo D a i g l e r o f B u r t .
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E lwyn F l a g l e r was a W i l s o n Businessman f o r o v e r t h i r t y y e a r s a n d , a c c o r d i n g to
h i s daugh te r, H e l e n , "Dad cou ld fi x t h e l i t t l e s t k i d ' s t r i c y c l e or t h e b i g g e s t
f a r m machine--even i f he had to p r e f a b r i c a t e t h e p a r t s to do i t . ”

* x * * * * * *

WILSON'S "CHIC SALES" ERA

Modern plumbing " a i n ' t wha t i t used to b e " , ( t h a n k heavens) and anyone c rowd ing
t h e s e v e n t i e s may r e c a l l those "good o l ’ days" when t h e l i t t l e house o u t back was
a f a m i l i a r s i g h t i n b o t h c i t y and t o w n .

The l a t e C l a r a K a i s e r n o t e d t h a t t h e y h a d a "Chic Sale" b y t h e i r l i t t l e w h i t e
house a l o n g t h e l a k e a t W i l s o n , and t h a t "These a f f a i r s were g e n e r a l l y t h r e e ‑
h o l e r s , t w o l a r g e and one s m a l l , so l i t t l e W i l l i e wouldn't ' f o l d up' and f a l l
t h r o u g h . T h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l b e a u t y was s i m p l e , and g e n e r a l l y l i m i t e d t o f o u r
s i d e s and a s l a n t r o o f , p l u s a d o o r w i t h a wooden s l i d e on t h e i n s i d e to i n s u r e
p r i v a c y .

"The one w e acqu i red was o u t s t a n d i n g - - l i t e r a l l y and fi g u r a t i v e l y . I t never
had a c o a t of p a i n t on the o u t s i d e , so had weathered to a fi n e o l d d i r t y g r e y.
Some a r t i s t i c s o u l had t r i e d t o b r i g h t e n u p t h e c o n v e n i e n c e , h o w e v e r, b y p a i n t i n g
the whole i n s i d e a robin's egg b l u e , so we f e l t chee r fu l once locked i n s i d e the
t h i n g . And, o f c o u r s e , the Sears Roebuck cata logue always hung on a handy n a i l
as standard equipment.

"One f a l l a f t e r Ha l l oween , a v e r y sad t h i n g happened to o u r l i t t l e outs ide
r e s t r o o m . We came down from Lockpor t and found something m i s s i n g a t o u r p lace
and , s u r e enough, t h e r e t h e t h i n g was - -ove r t h e b a n k - - a complete wreck.

"My husband and a f r i e n d , n e i t h e r o f whom cou ld d r i v e a n a i l s t r a i g h t , lassoed
t h e t h i n g w i t h a r o p e and dragged i t up t h e bank~ -p iece by p i e c e . They r e b u i l t
i t , b u t a s a r e s u l t o f t h e i r h a n d i w o r k , a w e i r d t h i n g happened. The r e s t r o o m
was p u t t o g e t h e r s o t h a t p a r t o f t h e b l u e was o n t h e o u t s i d e , and p a r t was o n
t h e i n s i d e . I t l ooked l i k e a s u r r e a l i s t j o b .

"So what do you t h i n k happened to t h i s w o r k of a r t ? One day a man who l i v e d
down t h e road ap iece came a l o n g and wanted to buy i t . He had enough money to
buy t h e B r o o k l y n B r i d g e , b u t t h o u g h t h e s n i f f e d a b a r g a i n . M y fi r s t impulse was
to t e l l h i m to t a k e it and welcome to i t , b u t t h e n I decided to t e l l t h e o l d m i s e r
t o g i v e m e t w o d o l l a r s .

"He l o o k e d a t m e and s a i d , ‘ A l r i g h t , I ' l l t a k e i t i f y o u w i l l d e l i v e r i t ' ,
and I s a i d , ' I t ' s a dea l ' - - a t t h e same t i m e r e a l i z i n g I ' d taken on a r a t h e r l a r g e
o r d e r . My good f r i e n d s at t h e W i l s o n Boathouse r a l l i e d a r o u n d , and we decided
t o make some f u n o u t o f i t . The b o y s n a i l e d l o n g 2 X 4 ' s o n each s i d e o f t h e
s h a n t y wh ich s t o o d o u t l i k e l o n g h a n d l e s and t h e n covered t h e t h i n g w i t h a huge
American F l a g . Then w e gave a l l t h e y o u n g s t e r s pans t o bang o n ; h o r n s t o b l o w ,
w h i s t l e s and a n y t h i n g e l s e t o make n o i s e w i t h .

"The f e l l o w s l i n e d u p f o u r o n a s i d e and t h e parade s t a r t e d w i t h t h e women
and k i d s f a l l i n g i n beh ind . I f anyone was w a t c h i n g t h a t d a y, i t was a s i g h t t h e y
n e v e r f o r g o t . Anyway, t h a t is how I s o l d and del ivered my "Chic Sale. "

"We s o l d o u r l i t t l e w h i t e house t o a B u f f a l o d e n t i s t and h i s f a m i l y , and t h a t
is how Jean Schmidle came to know Wilson--she v i s i t e d h e r a u n t and u n c l e e v e r y

summer."
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Ed i tor 's n o t e : In 1919, Ch ic S a l e s , one of America's g r e a t r u r a l c h a r a c t e r a c t o r s ,
w r o t e a l i t t l e book c a l l e d "The S p e c i a l i s t " . H i s humorous a c c o u n t o n t h e bes t
way to b u i l d an outhouse was w i d e l y r e a d at a t i m e in o u r h i s t o r y when t h e backhouse
was s t i l l a f u n c t i o n a l p a r t o f America's l i f e s t y l e .

I n 1979, t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y pub l i shed a v e r s i o n o f i t s own which
we named "Wilson's Va n i s h i n g Her i tage . " The b o o k l e t was p u t t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e
h e l p o f t h e l a t e D o r o t h y T h i l k , J e a n Argue and l o c a l a r t i s t s i n c l u d i n g Anne R o h r i n g ,
Berne K e n t , Norma Ward, Frances Landy, Becky S t e v e n s , C a r o l C . S m i t h and t h e l a t e
Joseph H i g g i n s .

The book d e p i c t s i n v e r s e and s k e t c h some o f t h e o l d "three holers" t h a t
o n c e d o t t e d t h e Wi l son Township in e a r l i e r y e a r s . )

* x * * * * * *

SODA FOUNTAINS AND ICE CREAM PARLORS

Would you agree t h a t l i f e was s w e e t e r and more innocen t in the days o f soda
founta ins and i c e cream par lors?

Al though a hard ques t i on to answer, we b e l i e v e t h a t many o l d t imers in the
area migh t agree . There was something v e r y n i c e about s topp ing in at establishments
l i k e the "Dew Drop I n " , Middleton's D r u g s t o r e , and, ( o n t h e i s l a n d ) s i t t i n g on
t h e porch of Babek's s t o r e .

And, t o o , who cou ld ever f o r g e t t h e famous "Castles" of Lockpor t , the "Dairy
Queen", t h e "Palace of Sweets", "Parkside", "“Carr igan's" or t h e "Quaker Bonnet".
How r e f r e s h i n g w e r e those o l d - f a s h i o n e d s a r s a p a r i l l a s , r o o t b e e r s , o r cokes
fl a v o r e d w i t h c h e r r y , lemon o r v a n i l l a ; a l s o those p o p u l a r lemon and c h e r r y phos~
p h a t e s , sodas , sundaes and d o u b l e , d o u b l e - d i p i c e cream c o n e s .

The M i d d l e t o n D r u g s t o r e and Soda F o u n t a i n was a f a m i l i a r g a t h e r i n g p l a c e
of Wilson's younger s e t , and t h e y o f t e n c o u l d be found t h e r e f o r a c o o l m o r n i n g
t r e a t . Frances Swick and J u l i a Stevens l i k e d to v i s i t t h e p a r l o r a f t e r s e v e r a l
s t r e n u o u s games o f t e n n i s where t h e y m i g h t w i n a " lucky sundae" w i t h h i d d e n p r i c e
t a g on i t t o de te rm ine whether one p a i d o r g o t one f r e e .

M a r i e R e y n o l d s r e c a l l e d o n e v i s i t t o t h e d r u g s t o r e t h a t wasn' t t o o p l e a s a n t .
H e r m o t h e r h a d h e r soda " laced" w i t h c a s t o r o i l , and she s a i d i t t o o k h e r f o r t y
y e a r s b e f o r e she c o u l d d i s a s s o c i a t e t h e t a s t e o f t h e l a x a t i v e w i t h r o o t b e e r .

Some o t h e r we l l - known Wi l son p e r s o n a l i t i e s who o f t e n f r e q u e n t e d t h e M i d d l e t o n
s t o r e o f fi f t y y e a r s ago were p a s t V i l l a g e M a y o r, Kenneth We lke r, fo rmer l o n g ‑
t i m e p o s t m a s t e r , H a r o l d A l b r i g h t ; a l s o Frank Campbel l , Me r l e W i l s o n , John and
LaMont H a m i l t o n , P a t t i G i f f o r d and G e r r y S w a n n - - t o name a f e w.

One e n t e r e d t h e d r u g s t o r e between t w o l a r g e p l a t e g l a s s windows b e h i n d which
c o l o r e d b a l l s of w a t e r w e r e suspended. I n s i d e t h e s t o r e y o u w e r e g r e e t e d w i t h
booths a l o n g t h e w a l l s and a r o w of t a b l e s and c h a i r s down t h e m i d d l e w i t h s t e e l
woven l e g s . Each t a b l e was a l s o c o v e r e d w i t h g l a s s u n d e r w h i c h t e m p t i n g boxes
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o f candy were d i s p l a y e d . N o t e : One o f these o r i g i n a l t a b l e and c h a i r s e t s now
s tands i n t h e e n t r a n c e w a y t o t h e W i l s o n Museum and marble f r o m t h e M i d d l e t o n i c e
cream c o u n t e r has been used f o r a c o u n t e r t o p i n t h e depot k i t c h e n e t t e .

W e fi n d t h a t t h e soda i n d u s t r y d a t e s back t o 1832 when John Matthews o f New
Yo r k C i t y began m a n u f a c t u r i n g c a r b o n a t i n g m a c h i n e r y. A monument a t h i s g r a v e ‑
s i t e in Greenwood C e m e t e r y, N . Y. C . , is a r e p l i c a of h i s own "Cottage" soda
f o u n t a i n w h i c h was used in many s t o r e s and is considered a d i s t i n c t a r t f o r m .

The F i r s t Lady, D o l l y Mad i son , was c r e d i t e d w i t h h a v i n g b rough t i c e cream
i n t o u s e in Amer i ca , and t h e fi r s t who lesa le f a c i l i t y f o r i t s manufacture was
s t a r t e d i n B a l t i m o r e i n 1857.

The fi r s t i c e cream soda was a c c i d e n t a l l y p repared a t t h e F a n k l i n I n s t i t u t e
E x p o s i t i o n a t P h i l a d e l p h i a i n 1874 when R o l l i s G r e e n s u b s t i t u t e d i c e cream i n
p l a c e o f cream when m i x i n g a p o p u l a r soda d r i n k . S t r a n g e l y enough, a n 1800 l a w
made i t i l l e g a l t o sell soda o n Sunday, s o e n t e r p r i s i n g businessmen began d i s ‑
p e n s i n g "Sundays" or "soda-less sundays" i n s t e a d . To make them m o r e acceptable,
t h e name was changed f r o m "sunday" to "Sundae", and t h e s y r u p , n u t and cream‑
topped t r e a t s cou ld be purchased any day of t h e week.

Drugs to res were a n a t u r a l f o r hous ing t h e e labo ra te new soda f o u n t a i n equ ip ‑
ment a s mos t s t o r e s a l ready had i c e f a c i l i t i e s f o r c o o l i n g d r i n k s . The o r n a t e
founta ins of the l a t e 1800's, however, s l o w l y gave way to marble c o u n t e r t o p s
w i t h soda-d ispensing equipment mounted underneath.

The w a l l space t h a t t he a r t i s t i c soda foun ta i ns once adorned was g radua l l y
rep laced w i t h l a r g e , decora t i ve p l a t e g l a s s m i r r o r s . By the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y ,
t h e soda f o u n t a i n i n d u s t r y had become b i g b u s i n e s s and a f a v o r i t e hangout f o r
America's t e e n a g e r s . T h e i r p o p u l a r i t y g rew t h r o u g h t h e 1950's a s t h e American
fi l m i n d u s t r y f e a t u r e d them i n many o f t h e i r p o p u l a r f a m i l y t y p e m o v i e s .

N o t e : S t a t i s t i c a l research f o r t h i s i t e m was done b y L u c i l l e U p t o n o f W i l s o n .

k * * * * * * *
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I n t h e e a r l y 1900's t h e r e w e r e v e r y few l i b r a r i e s i n New Yo r k S t a t e e x c e p t
f o r t h o s e i n t h e b i g c i t i e s , s o t h e We s t e r n F e d e r a t i o n o f Women's C l u b s backed
a movement to s t a r t p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s in r u r a l communities.

I n 1909, M r s . S . A . M i l l e r and M r s . James E . P e t t i t , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e
D e l p h i c C i r c l e , a t tended a m e e t i n g o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n a t S a l a m a n c a , New Yo r k , and
re tu rned home enthused w i t h t h e i d e a o f o r g a n i z i n g a l i b r a r y .

I n t h e e a r l y 1900"s , i t was g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d t h a t a woman's p l a c e was i n
t h e home, so it wasn't e a s y f o r t h e l a d i e s to g e n e r a t e p u b l i c backing--women's
s u f f r a g e and e q u a l r i g h t s f o r women w e r e s t i l l f a r i n t h e f u t u r e .
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P rog ress was made, however, when M i s s B e l l e Brown , P r e s i d e n t o f D e l p h i c ,
i n v i t e d a few l a d i e s in f o r t e a w i t h M r s . Jeanette Parsons as g u e s t speaker. A f t e r
some d i s c u s s i o n , i t was decided t o h o l d ano the r mee t ing a t t h e home o f D r . G . N .
S m i t h , who r e s i d e d i n t h e former L u t h e r W i l s o n house , t o f u r t h e r pu rsue t h e idea
o f s t a r t i n g a l i b r a r y .

Two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m e v e r y o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t o w n were i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d ,
and M r s . Parsons c h a i r e d t h e m e e t i n g . A m o t i o n was passed a t t h i s t i m e t o h o l d
t h e n e x t m e e t i n g a t t h e A l b r i g h t Opera House o n November 11 , 1910.

Chairman of t h e November m e e t i n g was G. H e r b e r t S w i c k , who t o o k f u r t h e r s t e p s
t o f o rm a l i b r a r y . I s a b e l l e Wr i g h t was s e c r e t a r y , and t e n days l a t e r , o n Novem‑
b e r 21 , 1910, a p e r m a n e n t l i b r a r y a s s o c i a t i o n was organ ized and t h e f o l l o w i n g
o f fi c e r s w e r e e l e c t e d :

Char les T u g w e l l , P r e s i d e n t ; G . H e r b e r t S w i c k , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ; M i l l i c e n t C r o w i e ,
S e c r e t a r y ; D r . G . N . S m i t h , T r e a s u r e r ; a n d M r s . J e a n e t t e P a r s o n s , fi f t h member
of t h e Board.

The De lph ic C i r c l e , Monday C lub and W. C . T. U . , immediate ly began a c q u i r i n g
books f o r the new l i b r a r y and A r t h u r Dobbs was chosen l i b r a r i a n a t a s a l a r y o f
e i g h t y d o l l a r s a y e a r .

Du t ies o f the l i b r a r i a n inc luded c a r t i n g books rece ived from the S t a t e L i b r a r y
back and f o r t h f rom the Wi lson Depot . The l i b r a r y was loca ted i n a room a t h i s
home at 279 P e t t i t S t r e e t , and books were arranged on the shelves which l i n e d
i t . L i g h t and heat f o r the l i b r a r y were prov ided by M r . Dobbs.

The l i b r a r y was opened i n t h e Dobbs' home i n J a n u a r y, 1911, and remained
t h e r e u n t i l J a n u a r y, 1919, when t h e d e c i s i o n was made t o move t h e l i b r a r y t o r e n t e d
rooms o n t h e second fl o o r o f t h e B l a k e B l o c k o n Young S t r e e t .

A r t h u r Pease was appo in ted l i b r a r i a n when t h e l i b r a r y was moved to i t s new
q u a r t e r s , and h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n u n t i l 1935. I t was d u r i n g h i s t e n u r e t h a t t h e
l i b r a r y began t o g r o w. I n 1929, t h e C h a r l e s Hane r g r o c e r y s t o r e and p r o p e r t y
at 265 Young S t r e e t were purchased f o r $ 4 , 5 0 0 , and became t h e p e r m a n e n t s i t e f o r
t h e W i l s o n F r e e P u b l i c L i b r a r y .

M r s . Roy B l a k e succeeded M r . Pease in J u l y , 1935, and M r s . Grace S m i t h became
h e r a s s i s t a n t . I n O c t o b e r , 1939 , M r s . S m i t h was a p p o i n t e d l i b r a r i a n , and s e r v e d
u n t i l h e r r e t i r e m e n t i n J a n u a r y, 1961.

M r s . M a r i e Reyno lds , grandaughter o f G. H e r b e r t Swick who served as a t r u s t e e
on t h e l i b r a r y b o a r d in 1910, was appo in ted l i b r a r i a n in 1961. She h e l d t h e
p o s i t i o n u n t i l J u l y , 1985, when she r e s i g n e d because o f i l l n e s s .

A number o f young a s s i s t a n t s have s e r v e d i n t h e l i b r a r y o v e r t h e p a s t y e a r s .
Those who he lped G r a c e S m i t h were E l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l , E t h e l Dikeman, M a r i e Reyno lds ,
J u d i t h B e r r y , J u d i t h P e t t y , P r i s c i l l a B e r r y , S a r a B e r r y and Alma Moag. A s s i s t i n g
M a r i e Reynolds w e r e P r i s c i l l a B e r r y , Te r r y J o n e s , Rebecca B a k e r , R o s i e Whee le r,
J i l l S t i m s o n , Sandra S c h m i d l e , Theresa June C o n r a d , Prudy D a v i s , B o n n i e Ho f f and
P h y l l i s Hageman.
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PUBLIC SUPPORT

When t h e l i b r a r y was fi r s t opened in 1910, i t was financed by p u b l i c sub ‑
s c r i p t i o n s o f fi f t y c e n t s t o a d o l l a r . The D e l p h i c C i r c l e , fi r s t sponsor o f t h e
l i b r a r y , has c o n t r i b u t e d t o i t s s u p p o r t e v e r y y e a r and he lped buy t h e p r o p e r t y
where t h e l i b r a r y i s now l o c a t e d .

The G n o s t i c G u i l d a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d f u n d s f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s a s d i d o t h e r c l u b s
l i k e t h e Monday's C l u b , W . C . T. U . , E l b e r t a Mothers’ C l u b , Bus iness and P r o f e s s i o n a l
Women's Club and W i l s o n Lions" C l u b .

I n March , 1914, a y e a r l y a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f $300 was v o t e d b y t h e Town t o s u p p o r t
t h e l i b r a r y , and was l a t e r r a i s e d t o $600 i n 1924. I n 1960, $1500 was a l l o t t e d
by t h e Town , and in 1963, t h e a m o u n t was inc reased to $2 ,000 . In 1973, t h e amount
was inc reased to $5,500 and in 1982, was inc reased to $7 ,500 .

The V i l l a g e o f Wi l son a l s o suppo r ted t h e i r l i b r a r y and in J u l y , 1950, a l l o t t e d
$300 f o r t h a t purpose . In 1955, t h e amount was r a i s e d to $500, and in 1960, $750
was g i v e n . I n 1973, t h e amount was r a i s e d t o $ 2 , 5 0 0 .

I n 1982, the V i l l a g e gave $4,000 t o s u p p o r t the l i b r a r y , and a n a d d i t i o n a l
$3,552.55 was received f rom Niagara County. New York S t a t e cont r ibu ted $100 when
the l i b r a r y fi r s t opened, w h i l e f u r t h e r ass is tance f rom the S t a t e is rece ived
through spec ia l "Nioga" g r a n t s .

The genera l p u b l i c became more aware o f t h e l i b r a r y ' s needs i n November,
1949, when "The Friends of the L ibrary" was organized by M r. Richard Schmidle
and Mrs . L e s l i e Beukema. It grew to 350 members, and through t h e i r s u p p o r t , it
was p o s s i b l e t o b u i l d o n a ch i ld ren 's r o o m and l i b r a r i a n ' s work r o o m o n t h e w e s t
s i d e of t h e o r i g i n a l l i b r a r y . The p r o j e c t was completed by M r . Lew is J. S m i t h ,
c o n t r a c t o r , a t a c o s t o f $3 ,000 . The new a d d i t i o n was ded ica ted Janua ry 26, 1955.

I n J a n u a r y, 1968, w i t h h e l p f r o m a We s te r n New Yo r k F o u n d a t i o n g r a n t , a b u i l d i n g
a d j o i n i n g t h e l i b r a r y on i t s e a s t s i d e was purchased. The b u i l d i n g f o r m e r l y t h e
s i t e o f t h e J . W . H o y t J e w e l r y S t o r e and E s q u i r e R e s t a u r a n t , was remodeled i n t o
t h e main r e a d i n g room and s t o c k r o o m .

New t a b l e s and c h a i r s w e r e purchased and c a r p e t i n g was l a i d in a l l t h e rooms.
On June 8 , 1 9 6 9 ,an "Open House" was h e l d so t h a t a l l Wi l son ians c o u l d have t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y o f a d m i r i n g t h e i r n e w l i b r a r y .

BOOKS AND SERVICES

In 1983, t h e W i l s o n F r e e L i b r a r y had a t o t a l of 16,086 b o o k s , 2,000 paperbacks,
and approx imate ly 25 c u r r e n t i s s u e s of p o p u l a r m o n t h l y magazines. In a d d i t i o n ,
t h e r e w e r e numerous p u z z l e s , c a t a l o g s , r e c o r d s , pamphlets, maps , e t c .

The books c o v e r a w ide r a n g e o f i n t e r e s t f o r a l l ages i n t h e c l a s s i c s , a r t s ,
s c i e n c e , fi c t i o n , t r a v e l , c r a f t s , w e s t e r n s , m y s t e r i e s and h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l s .
Approx imate ly 1800 p e r s o n s w e r e a c t i v e b o r r o w e r s w i t h a c i r c u l a t i o n of about
23,295 i t e m s .
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E d i t i o n s o f t h e W i l s o n S t a r d a t i n g f r o m 1890 t h r o u g h 1958 were m i c r o fi l m e d
on A p r i l 18, 1972, and a Dukane Reader was acquired in 1981 so a l l copies cou ld
be e a s i l y examined. The o r i g i n a l bound e d i t i o n s of t h e " S t a r " were t u r n e d o v e r
to t h e Wi l son Museum.

S ince 1970, t h e l i b r a r y has sponsored a " s to r y hour" w i t h members of t h e
Thomas Marks S c h o o l i n charge. M r s . M a r i e Reyno lds , L i b r a r i a n , s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e d
t h a t these sess ions h e l p c r e a t e a new g e n e r a t i o n o f l i b r a r y u s e r s , and always
at tended them i n o r d e r t o g r e e t and a s s i s t y o u n g s t e r s t o s e l e c t books and check
them in and o u t .

The Wi l son L i b r a r y j o i n e d N i o g a S e r v i c e s i n 1959, and o n A p r i l 4 , 1960, s igned
t h e fi r s t c o n t r a c t w i t h t h e N i o g a L i b r a r y System. I n c l u d e d i n t h i s group a r e
N i a g a r a , Or leans and Genesee C o u n t i e s and th rough N ioga t h e r e i s p r a c t i c a l l y n o
l i m i t t o t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f r e a d i n g m a t t e r , a u d i o - v i s u a l equipment o r r e f e r e n c e
m a t e r i a l . A c o p y i n g s e r v i c e i s a l s o a v a i l a b l e and m o s t d a t a c a n b e q u i c k l y cop ied
and submit ted to t h e r e q u e s t o r f r e e of c h a r g e .

O r g a n i z a t i o n s may borrow fi l m s and equipment . A t a l k i n g book machine i s
a v a i l a b l e t o r e s i d e n t s f r o m t h e S t a t e L i b r a r y i n c l u d i n g tapes and c a s s e t t e s . The
Nioga Book Grant was $750 p e r year f o r fi v e y e a r s , and a l l c a t a l o g i n g and p r e p a r a ‑
t i o n o f books f o r c i r c u l a t i o n i s now done b y the Nioga System loca ted o n Wheeler
Road in the Town o f Lockpor t .

* * * *
The Wi lson Free L i b r a r y rece ived i t s p r o v i s i o n a l c h a r t e r o n January 25, 1911,

and an absolute c h a r t e r was rece ived f o u r years l a t e r on A p r i l 16 , 1915.

I n t h e p a s t 7 5 y e a r s t h e r e h a v e been e l e v e n P r e s i d e n t s o f t h e Wi l son F r e e
L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n : C h a r l e s Tu g w e l l , 1911 - 1919; Harvey S a n f o r d , 1919 - 1923;
C h a r l e s Tu g w e l l , 1923 - 1924; Thomas M a r k s , 1924 - 1957; Ash ley G a l e , 1957 - 1962;
R i c h a r d S c h m i d l e , 1962 - 1967; Jack N a s l u n d , 1967 ~ - 1969; M r s . E leanor M y e r s ,
1970 - 1975; M r s . Kay N e s s , 1975 - 1978; M r s . Nancy K e n t , 1979 - 1982; Thomas
F a r e , 1983 - 1986; and M r s . M a r g a r e t F r i t t o n , 1987 - P r e s e n t .

The f o l l o w i n g p e r s o n s have s e r v e d o n t h e Board o f T r u s t e e s : Char les Tu g w e l l ,
G . He rbe r t S w i c k , M r s . J e a n e t t e P a r s o n s , M r s . M i l l i c e n t C r o w i e , and D r . G . N .
S m i t h , (1910 ) ; M r s . K a t e Brown, ( 1 9 11 ) ; M r s . J . G . W r i g h t , (1913 ) ; M r s . Roy B l a k e ,
( 1 9 2 4 ) ; Thomas M a r k s , ( 1 9 2 4 ) ; M r s . A . M . M c I l r o y , ( 1 9 3 5 ) ; M r s . D e l b e r t S i n g e r ,
(1937) ; A s h l e y G a l e , (1938) ; L e s l i e Beukema, (1949 ) ; M r s . W i l l i a m O'Connor, (1950 ) ;
R i c h a r d S c h m i d l e , ( 1 9 5 7 ) ; M r s . L o i s C u r r e n t , (1962) ; Jack N a s l u n d , ( 1 9 6 2 ) ; L .
E rnes t T a r r , (1966) ; M r s . George K r a h l , ( 1 9 6 6 ) ; Edward K r u e g e r, Norman T h i l k ,
M r s . John Myers and M r s . Char les Gamble, (1967) ; M r s . W i r t Wakeman and M r s . A r c h i e
P e t t y , (1969) ; M r s . L l o y d A l b r i g h t a n d H a r o l d P a r t r i d g e , (1970 ) ; Roger H i l l m a n ,
(1972) ; W i l l i a m P i e r s o n , (1974) ; M r s . A r t h u r N e s s , (1975 ) ; M r s . Berne K e n t , (1978) ;
Thomas F a r e and F l o y d C l a r k , ( 1979 ) ; and M r s . D a v i d Hazen, (1982 ) .

I n J u l y , 1985, Nancy M i l l a r d was a p p o i n t e d l i b r a r i a n t o succeed M a r i e Reynolds,
and members o f t h e b o a r d w e r e : Thomas F a r e , P r e s i d e n t , H a r o l d P a r t r i d g e , V i c e ‑
P r e s i d e n t , Mary C l a r k , S e c r e t a r y, Mary Gamble, T r e a s u r e r , a l s o Kay Ness , Nancy
K e n t , E leano r M y e r s , Ma rga re t F r i t t o n and D r . War ren B u t t o n .
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I n A p r i l , 1988, M r s . Jean S i d d a l l , who graduated f rom t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f B u f ‑
f a l o w i t h a M a s t e r s i n L i b r a r y S c i e n c e , accepted t h e p o s i t i o n o f L i b r a r i a n . H e r
enthusiasm and d e v o t i o n to making t h e Wi l son L i b r a r y a c u l t u r a l a t t r a c t i o n in
t h e t o w n helped t o promote a d e c i s i o n b y t h e Board t o launch a d r i v e t o r a i s e
f u n d s t o r e n o v a t e t h e l i b r a r y .

B y O c t o b e r, 1990, $205,000 o f a p r o j e c t e d g o a l o f $295,000 had been r a i s e d
t o e n l a r g e t h e l i b r a r y , and i t was hoped t h a t t h e g o a l cou ld b e reached b y t h e
end o f 1991, t h e 8 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e l i b r a r y .

Members o f t h e L i b r a r y Board i n 1990 were : M a r g a r e t F r i t t o n , P r e s i d e n t ;
D r . Warren B u t t o n , V i c e P r e s i d e n t ; Judy O k o n i e w s k i , S e c r e t a r y ; C h r i s t i n e K e l a h a n ,
T r e a s u r e r , a l s o Tom F a r e , T i n a E l i a , M a r y C l a r k , Kay Ness and H a r o l d P a t r i d g e .

N o t e : M o s t o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e above i t e m was submit ted b y t h e l a t e
Grace M . S m i t h , E l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l and M a r i e Reynolds.

* * * x * * * *

THE HISTORIC 1903 WOODEN CABOOSE

I t would b e hard t o d r i v e b y t h e Wi lson Museum wi thou t n o t i c i n g the o l d wooden
caboose t h a t s e t s j u s t n o r t h of t h e former depo t . Now, w i t h everyone's a t t e n t i o n
focused on the new t ranspo r ta t i on b u i l d i n g , i t shouldn't be f o r g o t t e n t h a t the
o l d caboose is one of a f a s t d isappear ing breed.

I t was a c q u i r e d f r o m J. Rober t S tephansk i , J r . , o f L o c k p o r t , t h r o u g h t h e
p e r s i s t e n c e o f t h e l a t e D r . John F. Argue o f W i l s o n , fi r s t P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Wi l son
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y .

A f t e r considerable r e s e a r c h , a s e t of b l u e p r i n t s was ob ta ined f o r i t , and
i t was confirmed t h a t i t had been b u i l t in 1903 at t h e New Yo r k C e n t r a l Carbarns
a t R o c h e s t e r , New Yo r k . I t i s c lassed a s a work caboose, and f o r many y e a r s was
used to se rv i ce t h e r a i l l i n e between Roches te r and N i a g a r a F a l l s , New Yo r k .

A c t u a l l y , i t was a home o n wheels f o r t h e work crews who a t e and s l e p t i n i t .
On each s i d e of t h e c a r a r e t h e uphols tered bunks where men c o u l d s t o r e t h e i r
g e a r o r t o o l s and r e l a x . N e a r t h e m i d d l e , a l o n g t h e n o r t h s i d e , i s a n a u t h e n t i c
c o a l s t o v e wh ich n o t o n l y h e a t e d t h e v e h i c l e , b u t c o u l d b e used f o r warming u p
soup o r c o f f e e - - o r even c o o k i n g s i m p l e mea ls .

N e x t t o t h e s t o v e i s a c o a l b i n , and beyond t h a t , a s e c t i o n w i t h a s m a l l
i c e box and s t o r a g e space f o r f o o d and o t h e r commodit ies. The re is a l s o a sma l l
wash b a s i n and s imp le t o i l e t - - a l s o a w a t e r h o s e connected t o a n overhead t a n k .

At t h e r e a r of t h e c a r , o n e may c l imb up and s i t beneath t h e r a i s e d cupo la
where t h e breakman c o u l d keep a n e y e o n t h e f r e i g h t c a r s c o n n e c t i n g t h e caboose
w i t h t h e locomot ive . From t h e r e , s i g n a l s cou ld be s e n t back and f o r t h by fl a s h i n g
l i g h t s or g i v i n g "toots" f r o m t h e e n g i n e .
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THE HISTORIC 1903 WOODEN CABOOSE (Con t i nued )

Some of t h e soc ie ty ' s r a i l r o a d memorabi l ia housed in t h e caboose has an
i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r y .

A g a l v a n i z e d k e t t l e , ( w i t h spout) i s a good example.

D u r i n g the days o f t h e G r e a t Dep ress ion , many t ramps o r hoboes used to " r ide
the r a i l s " on t h e numerous f r e i g h t t r a i n s t h a t passed through Wi l son . Some of
them would l e a v e t h e t r a i n t o seek s h e l t e r i n t h e nearby S t e v e n s , W i l s o n o r Swick
woods.

There , t hey wou ld s e t up camp and cook m e a l s o v e r an open fi r e . One t i m e ,
one o f t he hoboes had appa ren t l y s t o l e n an o f fi c i a l New Yo r k C e n t r a l galvanized
k e t t l e , wh ich was used to cook up p o t a t o soup in Wilson's woods.

The k e t t l e was l a t e r found b y M r . W i l s o n a n d , ( i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n ) was
g i v e n t o t h e Museum b y M i s s Mabel W i l s o n .

Another i n t e r e s t i n g i t e m o n d i s p l a y i s a f o r k e d wooden p o l e w h i c h , w i t h a
l i t t l e i m a g i n a t i o n , c o u l d b e compared t o a n o l d c a r p e t b e a t e r . T h i s was used
b y t h e s t a t i o n agen t t o hook messages f r o m t h e t r a i n c rew when a l o c o m o t i v e slowed
down at the s t a t i o n b u t wasn't scheduled to s t o p .

How the caboose came to be p l a c e d on the museum grounds is a s t o r y in i t s e l f .
Members of the s o c i e t y discovered a covered-over s w i t c h i n g spur once used by t h e
o l d Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg l i n e .

A group o f men c l e a r e d o f f t h e s p u r which was l o c a t e d j u s t n o r t h o f the depot ,
and prepared the s i t e f o r the newly acqu i red caboose. Whitney Barnum, O l l i e C l a r k ,
E a r l Swann and Bob R o h r i n g p l a c e d n e w r a i l s and t i e s o v e r t h e o r i g i n a l roadbed ,
and Don K e r w i n , L l o y d A l b r i g h t , F r e d B e r r y , Thomas Sharpe I I I , d r o v e t h e i r o n
s p i k e s i n t o t h e t i e s t o h o l d t h e r a i l s i n p o s i t i o n . When e v e r y t h i n g was r e a d y,
"Red" C l a r k dona ted h i s t i m e and equ ipmen t to t r a n s p o r t t h e caboose f r o m Lockpor t
where i t was d isassembled, t h e n b r o u g h t to W i l s o n on a fl a t b e d ; w i t h t w o heavy
whee l s e c t i o n s l o a d e d o n a t r u c k .

It was a memorable day in December, 1974, when a c a r a v a n of t r u c k s and c a r s ,
esco r t ed by t h e N i a g a r a County S h e r i f f ' s Depa r tmen t , p u l l e d i n t o W i l s o n w i t h l i g h t s
fl a s h i n g and s i r e n s b l o w i n g .

A s h o r t t i m e l a t e r , t h e c r a n e o p e r a t o r l o w e r e d t h e w h e e l t r u c k s o n t o t h e
r a i l s , and t h e caboose was t h e n c a r e f u l l y l owe red i n t o p o s i t i o n o v e r t h e whee l s .

P r e l i m i n a r y work was done o n t h e caboose b y Gary Jacobs , B i l l S m i t h , D e l b e r t
P f o h l and Bob Rose, who removed t h e p lywood s i d i n g and covered t h e r o o f . In 1979,
a few o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s members r e s o l v e d t h a t t h e caboose shou ld n o t s e t t h r o u g h
ano ther "Memorial Day F a i r " w i t h o u t b e i n g scraped and p a i n t e d . On May 19 , 1979,
t h e fi r s t c o a t o f p a i n t was a p p l i e d w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g pe rsons w i e l d i n g brushes:
Fen ton C o l e , Fred B e r r y , C a r o l e Schnoor, H e l e n D i n s e , Edgar C u l v e r w e l l , E d H a s t i n g s ,
D a r r e l l S m i t h , A r t S c h n o o r, Bob Rose and Don and M i l l i e C r o o p .

The New Yo r k C e n t r a l l e t t e r i n g o n t h e s i d e s was fi r s t a p p l i e d b y H a r o l d F i t z ‑
simmons of Cambr ia .
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THE HISTORIC 1903 WOODEN CABOOSE ( C o n t i n u e d )

I n a d d i t i o n , i t was dec ided t o r e p l a c e t h e s i d i n g o n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e
caboose a s w e l l a s o n each end , and now f r e s h l y p a i n t e d and s p o r t i n g n e w windows ,
t h e caboose r e a l l y s h i n e s .

H e l p i n g B u r t i n t h e l a t e s t r e n o v a t i o n p r o j e c t w e r e O l l i e C l a r k , Donna C l a r k ,
John M y e r s , Don B u r r o w s , S idney P e t t i t , G a r y P e t t i t , Don S m i t h s o n and "Chuck"
Messe rsm i th . C a r o l C . S m i t h o f Sanborn r e p a i n t e d t h e New Yo r k C e n t r a l l e t t e r i n g .

Amer i can R a i l r o a d s a r e p h a s i n g o u t t h e o n c e f a m i l i a r caboose w h i c h , f o r many
y e a r s se rved a s a r o l l i n g o f fi c e o n w h e e l s , o r f e r r i e d wo rk c r e w s f r o m o n e p l a c e
t o a n o t h e r . W i th t h e c o m p u t e r age t a k i n g o v e r , t h e caboose i s d e s t i n e d t o became
a s e x t i n c t a s t h e D i n o s a u r .

Thanks t o B u r t J e n n i n g s and h i s e n t h u s i a s t i c h e l p e r s , t h e 1903 caboose was
p rese rved f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s , and someday may b e o n e o f t h e museum's m o s t
i n t e r e s t i n g and r a r e s t a t t r a c t i o n s .
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THE HISTORIC 1903 WOODEN CABOOSE (Cont inued)

When B u r t Jenn ings passed away i n 1990, t h e task o f p r e s e r v i n g t h e caboose
was g i v e n t o M r . and M r s . E l l s w o r t h McKe lvey.

* * * * k * k *

WINTER CHORES RECALLED "DOWN ON THE FARM"

There have been a l o t of changes “down on t h e farm" s i n c e those days when
ol1' Dobbin was t h e ma in s o u r c e of horsepower.

F a m i l y farms were s t i l l q u i t e numerous a n d , though t h e i r ac reage was s m a l l ,
mos t were a b l e to p r o v i d e the s i m p l e needs o f those who opera ted them. Work was
m o s t l y done by f a m i l y members, b u t some of t h e b e t t e r r u n farms were a b l e to s u p ‑
p o r t a h i r e d man and e v e n p a r t t i m e "hands" f o r s p e c i a l j o b s .

W i n t e r was t h e t i m e to "bat ten down t h e hatches", so to speak, and t h e s h o r t
days were o f t e n s p e n t c u t t i n g wood, husk ing c o r n , s o r t i n g beans , t r imming t r e e s
o r grapes, o r j u s t s i p p i n g c i d e r b y a p o t - b e l l y s t o v e o r warm fi r e p l a c e .

The l a t e E a r l Armstrong of Wi lson once noted some of the j o b s he worked at
in those e a r l y days b e f o r e s o c i a l s e c u r i t y , unemployment i n s u r a n c e , food stamps
and w e l f a r e ( a s w e know them t o d a y ) .

I t was a t ime when a d o l l a r a day p l u s room and board were p r e t t y f a i r wages
o n the farm. H e r e c a l l e d how h e used t o w a l k th ree m i l e s f rom h i s home t o t h e
Pease farm where h e spent the day sawing and s p l i t t i n g wood. H e and h i s p a r t n e r
were expected t o b e i n t h e woods b y d a y l i g h t , and would work t h e r e u n t i l d a r k .

I t was n e c e s s a r y t o c a r r y a l u n c h p a i l , d o u b l e - b i t a x e , and c r o s s - c u t saw
to t h e work s i t e . He remembered t h e fi r s t t h i n g t h e y d i d was to b u i l d a fi r e
t o s e t t h e i r l u n c h p a i l s n e a r - - t h u s a s s u r i n g the re 'd b e n o f r o z e n sandwiches a t
l u n c h t i m e .

Axes w e r e used to c l e a r t h e branches f r o m t h e t r e e s , and a s i x f o o t c r o s s ‑
c u t saw was used t o saw t h e l o g s i n t o 1 4 i n c h b l o c k s . These were s p l i t i n t o s labs
w i t h an axe and wedge, and t w o men had to work h a r d to c u t up fi v e cords a d a y.

They r e c e i v e d 5 0 c e n t s a c o r d o r a b o u t $ 2 . 5 0 a day f o r t h e i r l a b o r w h i c h
gave each man $1.25 f o r h i s day 's work When i t was t o o d a r k t o work any l o n g e r ,
t h e y had t h e t h r e e m i l e t r e k back t o t o w n t o l o o k f o r w a r d t o .

Another c o l d weather cho re was h u s k i n g c o r n . A p e r s o n c o u l d u s u a l l y h i r e
o u t t o husk c o r n o n sha res , and h i s p a y was g e n e r a l l y one b u s h e l o f c o r n f o r e v e r y
fi v e bushe ls fi l l e d . I f one worked r e a l s t e a d y, he c o u l d husk about f o r t y bushe ls
a day g i v i n g h i m e i g h t bushe ls to k e e p .

The c o r n c o u l d t h e n b e tu rned i n a t t h e C h a r l e s Chapman M i l l o n Young S t r e e t
f o r t w e n t y c e n t s a b u s h e l . The $1.60 r e c e i v e d f o r t h e day's work was s l i g h t l y
b e t t e r t han t h e pay r e c e i v e d f o r c u t t i n g wood a l l d a y.
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WINTER CHORES RECALLED "DOWN ON THE FARM" (Continued)

The b i g g e r bean growers w e r e a b l e to g e t a b e t t e r p r i c e f o r t h e i r p roduc t
when t h e beans were hand s o r t e d , s o t h e y were a lways g l a d t o take bags o f beans
to anyone's home who would be w i l l i n g to s o r t t h e n .

C u t t i n g wood manua l ly w i t h a x e and c r o s s - c u t saw was s t i l l q u i t e common i n t o
t h e 1930's and H e n r y Beaman and R o l l i n Chace o f C h e s t n u t Road, W i l s o n , were v e r y
e f fi c i e n t a t i t . One t i m e t h e y c u t u p a n o l d app le o rcha rd o n o u r p l a c e o n a
share and share a l i k e b a s i s .

They seemed to thorough ly e n j o y w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r , and Chace would sometimes
remark , "You know, a person g e t s warm t w i c e when c u t t i n g wood--once when he saws
i t , and a g a i n when h e burns i t . "

* * * k * * * k

1912 DEPOT PRESERVED AS MUSEUM

Ground was broken f o r the Lake O n t a r i o Shore R a i l r o a d i n Oswego C o u n t y , J u l y 2 0 ,
1871, and the fi r s t r a i l s were l a i d about two years l a t e r . The road was completed
to O n t a r i o , 52 m i l e s west of Oswego d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r of 1873-1874; a l s o a p o r t i o n
of the grad ing through to Lewis ton. D u r i n g the summer of 1874, the Lake Shore
l i n e was acquired by the Rome, Water town and Ogdensburg Ra i l road .

Arrangements were immediate ly made to l a y tracks to L e w i s t o n , and on March 22,
1876, the l a s t sp ike connec t ing the R. W. & 0 . and the New York Cen t ra l i n Lew is ton
was d r i v e n i n t o p l a c e . The t o t a l c o s t of t h e completed r a i l r o a d was fi v e m i l l i o n
d o l l a r s , and t h e fi r s t passenger t r a i n r o l l e d o v e r t h e w e s t e r n end of the l i n e
on June 1 2 , 1876.

The fi r s t s t a t i o n a t W i l s o n was b u i l t b y t h e R . W . & 0 . c a . 1876, and was
131.05 m i l e s f r o m Oswego. I t served t h e W i l s o n community u n t i l c a . 1895.

O n March 14 , 1891, t h e New Yo r k C e n t r a l l eased t h e e n t i r e r o a d and p r o p e r t y
o f t h e R . W. & 0 . H o w e v e r , f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , t h e t i m e honored name was r e t a i n e d
o n t imetab les and a d v e r t i s i n g l i t e r a t u r e .

The o r i g i n a l s t a t i o n w h i c h was b u i l t c a . 1876, was repo r ted t o have burned
down c a . 1895, a c c o r d i n g t o a r e p o r t i n t h e A u g u s t 3 , 1895 e d i t i o n o f t h e N i a g a r a
F a l l s J o u r n a l .

A n o t h e r s t a t i o n , known a s t h e 1897 d e p o t , was b u i l t b y t h e New Yo r k C e n t r a l
t o r e p l a c e t h e o r i g i n a l o n e , and i t i s t h i s d e p o t which t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y u s e s f o r i t s le t te rheads and m o n t h l y N e w s l e t t e r .

I n 1912, t h e N . Y. C e n t r a l decided t o e n l a r g e t h e 1897 d e p o t , and i n t h e
Augus t 1 6 , 1912, e d i t i o n o f t h e W i l s o n "Star" i t was r e p o r t e d :

" A t h i r t y f o o t a d d i t i o n w i l l b e made t o t h e w e s t end o f t h e d e p o t and used
a s a w a i t i n g room. A f o r t y f o o t a d d i t i o n w i l l b e made t o t h e f r e i g h t r o o m a t
t h e w e s t end; t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e d e p o t w i l l be remode led ; and a s la te -asbes tos
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1912 DEPOT PRESERVED AS MUSEUM (Continued)

r o o f w i l l be p laced o v e r t h e e n t i r e complex." Work was s t i l l in p r o g r e s s on
October 14, 1913, when t h e "Star " r e p o r t e d :

"When comple ted , t h e depot w i l l be o n e of t h e l a r g e s t and best-equipped
depots between Rochester and t h e F a l l s . " The s t a t i o n was n o t o n l y t h e f o c a l p o i n t
f o r m o s t of t h e bus iness conducted in or o u t of W i l s o n , b u t a l s o t h e s p o t where
peop le g a t h e r e d t o pass o n t h e news o f t h e d a y.

1912 DEPOT AT WILSON
NOW THE SITE OF THE WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM

Numerous t a l e s have been handed down o v e r t h e y e a r s w i t h t h e r a i l r o a d i t s e l f
sometimes t h e b u t t of t h e s t o r i e s .

The e d i t o r o f t h e " S t a r " , f o r i n s t a n c e , n o t e d t h a t o n March 29, 1894, a l e t t e r
was r e c e i v e d a t t h e W i l s o n P o s t O f fi c e t h a t h a d been m a i l e d f rom N i a g a r a F a l l s
on January 1 9 , 1882. He d r y l y commented: "We always knew the R. W. & O. was
s l o w, b u t t h i s beats a l l records . "

Ano the r s t o r y was t o l d of a "drummer" who , when buy ing a t i c k e t f o r C h a r l o t t e
asked t h e t i c k e t a g e n t how l a t e t h e t r a i n w o u l d b e . H e was a s t o n i s h e d when t h e
a g e n t t o l d h i m t h a t t h e t r a i n was o n t i m e . “How come?", t h e t r a v e l e r asked i n
amazemen t . "Oh, t h i s is yesterday's t r a i n , " t h e a g e n t responded . "She's e x a c t l y
2 4 h o u r s l a t e . "

Ger t rude P a t t e r s o n S a l i s b u r y , daugh te r o f s t a t i o n a g e n t R icha rd P a t t e r s o n ,
r e c a l l e d t h a t t r amps used t o r i d e i n t o W i l s o n o n t h e numerous f r e i g h t t r a i n s .
They would h i d e in t h e Stevens or Swick woods u n t i l d a r k , t h e n would break i n t o
t h e s t a t i o n l o o k i n g f o r money o r t h e t i c k e t s t a m p .
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They seldom found e i t h e r because P a t t e r s o n t o o k a l l t h e cash home w i t h h i m ,
and always h i d t h e t i c k e t stamp i n t h e w a s t e p a p e r b a s k e t . One t i m e , Gertrude's
mother bought some Chr is tmas p r e s e n t s in B u f f a l o and hide them in t h e depot sa fe .
Tramps broke in a n i g h t and m u s t h a v e been somewhat dismayed when a l l t h e y found
were t w o d o l l s and a s i l k p e t t i c o a t .

B e f o r e t h e p r e s e n t depot was b u i l t , farmer's W i v e s wou ld o f t e n d r i v e t h e i r
horses and bugg ies to t h e s t a t i o n to s h i p m i l k to N i a g a r a F a l l s . When t h e f r e i g h t
eng ines s h i f t e d c a r s around , i t was a l w a y s h a r d f o r t h e l a d i e s to c o n t r o l t h e i r
h o r s e s . To h e l p o u t , P a t t e r s o n would move h i s desk t o a n o r t h window away f r o m
t h e t racks where t h e h o r s e s weren't so e a s i l y u p s e t .

One t i m e a l i t t l e o l d l a d y was s e e n t r y i n g t o board t h e t r a i n b u t was n o t i c e ‑
a b l y under t h e i n fl u e n c e o f i n t o x i c a n t s . She seemed bound and determined t o r i d e
o n t h e baggage c a r p l a t f o r m and t h e c o n d u c t o r was f o r c e d t o p u t h e r o f f . L a t e r
she was f o u n d s t re t ched o u t on t h e depot 's w a i t i n g room fl o o r , s l e e p i n g contented ‑
l y a s though o n a f e a t h e r bed . I t was e v e n t u a l l y discovered t h a t t h e woman l i v e d
n e a r Brockpor t and was repu ted to be t h e owner of cons iderable p r o p e r t y .

Passenger serv ice was discontinued in 1934 and f r e i g h t se rv i ce ended in 1959.
The Wi lson Canning Company bought the depot in 1961 and reso ld i t to D r . John F.
Argue in 1965. D r . Argue used the depot f o r severa l years as a s t o r a g e p lace
f o r h i s a n t i q u e c a r s . I n 1972, D r . Argue turned the p r o p e r t y over t o the Town
o f Wi lson f o r use a s a Museum and meet ing p l a c e f o r the Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y .

The depot-museum is now the home f o r many of the a r t i f a c t s and memorabilia
o u t of Wilson's p a s t , and, l o o k i n g much as it d i d in 1912-13, is a reminder of
those days when the o l d "Hojack" was t h e hub of Wilson's i n d u s t r y and s o c i a l l i f e .

* x * * * * * *
LEGENDS OF THE EAST BRANCH

In t h e 1800's, creeks or r i v e r s r u n n i n g i n t o Lake O n t a r i o w e r e convenience
Landmarks f o r e s t i m a t i n g d i s t a n c e s f r o m F o r t N i a g a r a . T h u s , i n N i a g a r a Coun ty
w e have Four M i l e C r e e k , Twelve M i l e Creek and E i g h t e e n M i l e Creek .

Twelve M i l e C r e e k , w h i c h fl o w s i n t o Lake O n t a r i o a t W i l s o n , has a n e a s t b ranch
w i t h i t s s o u r c e i n C a m b r i a , and a w e s t b r a n c h w h i c h o r i g i n a t e s i n t h e T u s c a r o r a
I n d i a n R e s e r v a t i o n . The e a s t b r a n c h , w h i c h fl o w s t h r o u g h t h e V i l l a g e , had some
i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r i c s i t e s a l o n g i t s course a s i t wound i t s way t o t h e l a k e .

Nea r t h e w e s t end o f Young S t r e e t , o n t h e sou th s i d e o f t h e r o a d , was a s m a l l
fl a t - t o p p e d h i l l r i s i n g o v e r t h e o l d W i l s o n M i l l . I t was c a l l e d " B a t t e r y H i l l "
because L u t h e r Wilson's M i l i t i a Company used to p l a c e t h r e e pound cannons on t o p
of it and fi r e at a t a r g e t s e t up on "Cannon B a l l H i l l " , about one h a l f m i l e to
t h e n o r t h . F o r many y e a r s , cannon b a l l s c o u l d b e found a t t h e t a r g e t s i t e - ‑
e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r h a r d r a i n s when t h e s o i l wou ld wash away. One cannon b a l l , found
in t h e l a t e 5 0 ' s , was donated to t h e W i l s o n Museum.
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B a t t e r y H i l l was a l s o t h e s i t e o f t h e fi r s t ceme te r y i n t h e V i l l a g e , a l t hough
in t h e e a r l y 1800's, a few b u r i a l s w e r e made a t t h e e a s t end o f "Sunset I s land" .
Th is was confirmed by M r s . B e s s i e C r a w f o r d , a former l o n g t ime r e s i d e n t o f t h e
" is land" who once w r o t e :

"There i s n o reco rd i n e x i s t e n c e o f t h e number o f p e r s o n s b u r i e d t h e r e , b u t
we do know t h e loca t i on . "

Across t h e r o a d f rom B a t t e r y H i l l was t h e o l d Reuben W i l s o n home and t h e
s i t e o f Wilson's fi r s t P o s t O f fi c e . The o l d frame s t r u c t u r e , b u i l t i n 1824 around
t h e o r i g i n a l l o g house, is s t i l l in good shape and occup ied.

Cons ide red a N i a g a r a County Landmark by t h e l a t e County H i s t o r i a n , C la rence
L e w i s , a marker now s tands i n t h e y a r d - - p l a c e d t h e r e b y t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y .

J u s t w e s t o f t h e Wi lson home i s a n o t h e r h i l l known a s "Three Oaks H i l l " .
Three l a r g e oak t r e e s a t i t s t o p w e r e used a s l o o k - o u t p o i n t s t o s p o t anyone coming
u p t h e c r e e k . From t h e r e a c l e a r v i e w o f Cannon B a l l H i l l c o u l d b e had a s w e l l
as "Indian H i l l " , ano ther l o o k - o u t s p o t f u r t h e r downstream.

Jus t b e f o r e reaching Cannon B a l l H i l l , one comes to a s p o t known as Prospect
P o i n t . I t was here t h a t severa l chunks o f Fool's Gold were found , r a i s i n g the
hopes o f some r e s i d e n t s t h a t some m i g h t become r i c h . The b r i g h t y e l l o w substance
looked l i k e g o l d in i t s s o f t r ock f o r m a t i o n , b u t was of no va lue what -so-ever.

Just e a s t of Cannon B a l l H i l l was Greenwood Cemetery and the remains of an
o l d b r i c k y a r d . O n the w e s t s i d e o f t h e creek fl a t s t h e r e used t o b e a boat ya rd
where s m a l l s a i l i n g vesse ls w e r e b u i l t . A l i t t l e n o r t h o f Cannon B a l l H i l l was
I n d i a n H i l l - - s o named because i t was w e l l f o r e s t e d and t h e I n d i a n s l i k e d t o camp
t h e r e .

T h i s was c o n fi r m e d l a t e r b y t h e l a r g e number o f a r r o w heads f o u n d t h e r e .
Much o f I n d i a n H i l l was b u l l d o z e d and used f o r fi l l when t h e new b r i d g e o n r o u t e
1 8 was b u i l t o v e r t h e c r e e k .

C o n t i n u i n g downstream, one came to t h r e e l a r g e r o c k s t h a t seemed to be p l a c e d
i n a t r i a n g l e . I t i s s a i d t h a t d u r i n g t h e War o f 1812, t h r e e Amer ican s o l d i e r s
paced o f f a h i d i n g p l a c e somewhere between t h e rocks and t w o l a r g e "notched" oak
t r e e s , a n d b u r i e d a s m a l l c h e s t o f money so t h a t i t wou ldn ' t f a l l i n t o t h e h a n d s
o f t h e B r i t i s h . Legend has i t t h a t t h e s o l d i e r s w e r e k i l l e d i n a b a t t l e a t F o u r
M i l e Creek and t o t h i s d a y, t h e t r e a s u r e h a s n e v e r been r e p o r t e d found . The l a s t
t i m e t h i s w r i t e r rowed u p t h e c r e e k , t h e r o c k s and one oak t r e e were s t i l l i n
p l a c e .

"Short P o i n t " , t h e n e x t s i t e o f i n t e r e s t , was a g e n t l y s l o p i n g bank where
I n d i a n s and t r a p p e r s were s a i d t o have l a n d e d t h e i r canoes and camped. J u s t beyond
was "Mud Br idge" wh ich connected t h e fo rmer Tusca ro ra P a r k w i t h t h e Yach t C lub .

At t h e w e s t end of t h e y a c h t c lub p r o p e r t y was a p l a c e known as Glisman's
P o i n t , and one t i m e when s t u r g e o n w e r e p l e n t i f u l i n t h e l a k e , a pound was b u i l t
t h e r e t o keep them i n . I t was f e n c e d i n l i k e a c o r r a l w i t h p l a n k s p l a c e d o v e r
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it to wa l k o n . The huge fi s h were k e p t in it u n t i l t h e y would be cleaned or smoked
and s e n t to Lockpor t by stagecoach.

At t h e e a s t end of t h e y a c h t c l u b , t h e c reek entered " M i l l i e Cook Cove",
named a f t e r t h e v e s s e l M i l l i e Cook t h a t caught fi r e i n t h e l a k e . H e r crew man‑
aged to s t e e r h e r i n t o t h e harbor and grounded h e r in t h e cove where she burned
t o t h e w a t e r l i n e .

I n t h e n o t - t o o - d i s t a n t p a s t , s l o w - m o v i n g r o w b o a t s and canoes moved l e i s u r e l y
u p and down t h e p l a c i d w a t e r s o f t h e E a s t Branch. Today t h e ha rbo r i s a b u s t l i n g ,
"fisherman's paradise" w i t h w a l l to w a l l b o a t s . A s i g n of p r o g r e s s , no d o u b t ,
b u t in o u r o p i n i o n , t h e harbor was m u s t p r e t t i e r b e f o r e it became commercialized.

* * x * * * * &

MILLINERY. SHOP SERVED AS CHURCH

I n t h e e a r l y 1900's , i t i s s a i d t h a t t h e few C a t h o l i c f a m i l i e s who l i v e d
in Wi lson had to t r a v e l to ne ighbor ing communities to per form t h e i r r e l i g i o u s
d u t i e s . Around 1910, M s g r. James L a n i g a n , w h i l e o n a v i s i t t o the V i l l a g e , c e l e ‑
brated Mass at the o l d Stedman c o t t a g e on Harbor S t r e e t .

Mass was a l s o celebrated at the "Old Glass F ron t " , the c o t t a g e be long ing
to the Higgins’ f a m i l y on O n t a r i o S t r e e t . Another l o c a t i o n f o r s a y i n g Mass was
the Park P a v i l i o n where Father James K i e r a n o f Cambria used the o l d grand piano
a s  a n  a l t a r .

Mass was ce lebra ted f o r seve ra l summers a t M r s . Joseph Day's M i l l i n e r y Shop
o n Young S t r e e t , and Joe H i g g i n s , who res ided a t t h e "Old Glass Front" r e c a l l e d
g o i n g t h e r e w i t h h i s p a r e n t s when h e was a b o y . M r s . M a r g a r e t W i l s o n , a l o n g ‑
t i m e r e s i d e n t o f t h e V i l l a g e , a l s o a t tended Mass t h e r e a s a g i r l .

Each week, M r s . Day wou ld move a l l t h e h a t s o n t o she lves at t h e e a s t end
of t h e r o o m , c o v e r i n g them w i t h s h e e t s . The remainder of h e r s tock was p u t in
a back r o o m and a p o r t a b l e a l t a r was p laced a l o n g t h e n o r t h w a l l . A c a r p e t was
p u t down and under taker c h a i r s w e r e p laced on i t f o r t h e cong rega t i on to s i t .

M r s . Day was a v e r y devout C h r i s t i a n l a d y and made a l l t h e p repara t ions each
week b y h e r s e l f . Mass was s a i d t h e r e each Sunday b y F a t h e r D a n i e l o f Cambria
who served t h r e e p a r i s h e s a s a s o r t o f “ c i r c u i t r i d e r " p r i e s t . J o e H i g g i n s r e c a l ‑
l e d t h a t a s m o r e and more persons a t tended s e r v i c e s , t h e crowd would o f t e n o v e r ‑
fl o w i n t o t h e s t r e e t where t hey ' d k n e e l b y t h e c u r b .

In 1920, permanent q u a r t e r s w e r e es tab l i shed f o r t h e C a t h o l i c cong rega t i on
when F a t h e r V i n c e n t McCar thy of Immaculate C o n c e p t i o n Chu rch , Cambr ia , took cha rge
and had a s m a l l f rame church b u i l t o n Lake S t r e e t w i t h a c a p a c i t y o f about 7 5
p e r s o n s . T h i s church was used u n t i l 1931 when i t w a s s o l d to t h e Episcopal D i o c e s e
o f B u f f a l o . The f o r m e r P r e s b y t e r i a n Church o f W i l s o n was t h e n purchased and
dedicated to t h e Blessed Mother under t h e t i t l e of "Our Lady of t h e Rosary" Roman
C a t h o l i c Church.
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Mrs . Day's M i l l i n e r y Shop l a t e r became t h e s i t e o f t h e Wi l son and Nevins’
g rocery s t o r e s and has been known i n r e c e n t y e a r s a s Rick 's P i z z e r i a . A l s o , o f
some h i s t o r i c i n t e r e s t was a s m a l l b u i l d i n g t h a t s t o o d a t t h e r e a r o f t h e s t o r e .
T h i s was t h e s i t e of Ray Nevins' B a r b e r Shop- -a m e e t i n g p l a c e f o r a l l t h e o l d
t i m e r s around t h e v i l l a g e . The p l a t e g l a s s m i r r o r s t h a t were once i n t h e barber
shop a r e now used in the Wi l son Museum.

* * * * * * * *

THE FITTRO SHOP

I n 1986, t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y dec ided t o name t h e o l d b a r n o n t h e
museum grounds , t h e " F i t t r o Shop", a f t e r N . Bruce F i t t r o , who e s t a b l i s h e d a b l a c k ‑
s m i t h shop t h e r e i n 1898.

The p r o p e r t y was i n t h e f a m i l y f o r fi v e g e n e r a t i o n s , and was o r i g i n a l l y owned
b y M r s . F i t t r o ' s g r a n d f a t h e r , George P e t t i t , who l i v e d t h e r e w i t h h i s w i f e , t h e
fo rmer Ann L a v i n a Pease. T h e i r d a u g h t e r , Grace P e t t i t , m a r r i e d E r n e s t Moo te ,
and t h e i r daugh te r, Ger t rude Moote, m a r r i e d N. Bruce F i t t r o .

F i t t r o was pursuaded to come to Wilson from Wi lsonburg, West V i r g i n i a , where
he had al ready operated a blacksmi th shop. When he s t a r t e d h i s shop in Wi lson,
he const ruc ted h i s own forge and chimney and made h i s own t o o l s . I n i t i a l l y the
bel lows were v e r y l a r g e and made f rom l e a t h e r . L a t e r , they were mechanical b u t
s t i l l opera ted manua l l y.

The shop was a busy p l a c e , and a s l o n g a s t h e r e were horses t o b e shod, h e
employed a man to h e l p h i m . The c l a n g of a n v i l and hammer c o u l d be heard f rom
e a r l y morn ing u n t i l suppe r t ime and he was h a r d p ressed a t t imes to keep up w i t h
t h e demand f o r i r o n work .

They a l s o k e p t busy mak ing i r o n t i r e s f o r wagon wheels and many o f t h e k e t t l e s
used at t h e cann ing f a c t o r y w e r e b r o u g h t t h e r e f o r r e p a i r . Crews f rom t h e numerous
f r e i g h t t r a i n s u s i n g t h e "Hojack" l i n e l i k e d to fi l l t h e i r w a t e r j u g s f r o m a w e l l
n e a r t h e F i t t r o house. Some r e s i d e n t s may b e a b l e t o remember t h e c r o q u e t games
t h a t w e r e p l a y e d on t h e lawn w e s t o f t h e house. A few o f t h e town's gen t l emen
who competed i n c l u d e d s t a t i o n m a s t e r , D i c k P a t t e r s o n , E l l s w o r t h P e t t i t , Charles
C a r r i g a n , E d B i c k f o r d and B u r t G a l l u p .

A f t e r Wor l d War I , t h e demand f o r s m i t h i n g d e c l i n e d , b u t s e e i n g t h e need
f o r gas and o i l i n t h e growing automob i le i n d u s t r y , F i t t r o t u r n e d t h e shop i n t o
a gas s t a t i o n u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n 1949.

H i s d a u g h t e r , D o r i s F i t t r o C l a r k , i s a n honora ry member o f t h e Wi l son H i s t o r i ‑
c a l S o c i e t y. We a r e indeb ted to h i s g randaugh te r, V i r g i n i a C l a r k K l a i b e r f o r
s u p p l y i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n used i n t h i s i t e m .
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In 1930, Wa l t e r and R u s s e l l H u r l b u r t formed a par tnersh ip and establ ished
t h e H u r l b u r t B r o t h e r s Company i n a b a r n a t t h e f a m i l y home o n Harbor S t r e e t .
They were w e l l q u a l i fi e d t o s t a r t t h e v e n t u r e . W a l t e r graduated f r o m Wi l son H i g h
Schoo l i n 1920; Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ; t h e n t a u g h t economics a t Rutger's U n i v e r s i t y .

R u s s e l l graduated f rom Wi l son H i g h School i n 1922 and attended t h e U n i v e r s i t y
o f M i c h i g a n . I n 1925, h e worked f o r t h e N i a g a r a P r e s e r v i n g Company i n Wi l son
where he gained v a l u a b l e exper ience in f o o d process ing and production-~-knowledge
t h a t would l a t e r b e u s e f u l a t h i s own p l a n t .

I n 1931, t h e B r o t h e r s moved t o a b u i l d i n g o n Napoleon S t r e e t wh ich t h e y e v e n ‑
t u a l l y b o u g h t . T h e i r b u s i n e s s was incorpora ted in 1943, and severa l a d d i t i o n s
w e r e made t o t h e b u i l d i n g i n c l u d i n g a new l a r g e p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t b u i l t i n 1946.

The p l a n t extended f r o m B a i n b r i d g e t o Napoleon S t r e e t s w i t h t h e ma in e n t r a n c e
at t h e w e s t end of Napoleon. There was a l s o a l a r g e warehouse b e h i n d t h e S t r u b i n g
home o n P e t t i t S t r e e t and a n o t h e r o n e a t E l b e r t a .

P i c k l e s and r e l a t e d products were the fi r s t t h i n g s processed. In t h e beginn ing
they grew t h e i r own cucumbers on a West Youngstown Road farm. P i c k l e s became
t h e i r number one l i n e w i t h hundreds o f b a r r e l s obtained from Calhoun, M i c h i g a n .
The b a r r e l s , e i g h t y t o a c a r , were shipped t o E l b e r t a and unloaded i n t h e ware ‑
house t h e r e .

F r u i t processing began in 1938, and most of i t was suppl ied by Niagara County
fa rms . Peaches, pea rs , c h e r r i e s , tomatoes and applesauce began to appear under
the Hur lbu r t Gold K r i s p l a b e l . Another l a b e l , t he C a r r o l l B rand , featured a p i c t u r e
of Russel l 's f o u r y e a r o l d d a u g h t e r .

D u r i n g Wo r l d War I I , 20% o f t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n was shipped t o t h e m i l i t a r y ,
w h i l e 70% w e n t to t h e Loblaw S u p e r M a r k e t C h a i n . Some o t h e r companies who d e a l t
w i t h t h e H u r l b u r t s w e r e H e i n z , B i r d s e y e , Food F a i r , B e r h o r s t and R . C . W i l l i a m s .

A t peak h a r v e s t t i m e , about 100 j o b s w e r e p rov ided a t t h e p l a n t b u t t h e p i c k l e
c rew worked y e a r around. A l s o , d u r i n g t h e w a r y e a r s , POW l a b o r f r om F o r t N i a g a r a
was used.

Seward Moot was t h e p l a n t superintendent and Gordon Weaver was manager of
t h e warehouse. G e o r g e C o l l i n s was 16 y e a r s o l d when he was h i r e d and he remained
a t H u r l b u r t s f o r t w e n t y - t w o y e a r s .

Mos t o f t h a t t i m e h e worked a s a c o o k , m a k i n g t h e s y r u p s used f o r c a n n i n g ,
b u t i n t h e w i n t e r h e worked i n t h e p i c k l e p r o c e s s i n g d e p a r t m e n t . S e v e r a l g i r l s
worked i n t h e o f fi c e i n c l u d i n g M a r y L o u H u r l b u r t , J e a n Weaver and E v e l y n Bohn.
Char les K o r f f was fi r e m a n in charge o f k e e p i n g t h e b o i l e r s g o i n g w i t h s o f t c o a l .
Ted and M i l l i e L o n s b e r y worked i n t h e p l a n t - - M i l l i e f o r about 1 5 y e a r s and M i l d r e d
Toenniessen was a l i n e i n s p e c t o r .

Gordon S c h e f fl e r was a main tenance man and foreman. He serv iced t h e t rucks
t h a t d e l i v e r e d t h e fi n i s h e d p roduc t s to L o b l a w s , Danahy-Faxon, Red and Wh i te and
o t h e r s .
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L o c a l g r o c e r s l i k e "Nevies" would p i c k up t h e i r own cases of goods as needed.

Ruth K o r f f worked o n a l a b e l i n g machine and r e c a l l e d t h a t 500 cases o f p i c k l e s
were produced each day- -24 b o t t l e s to a c a s e . Loblaws had t h r e e brands: f a n c y,
choice and r e g u l a r . The l a b e l s were shipped f r o m New York C i t y 5 o r 6 t imes a
y e a r , and 5 0 t o 6 0 cases were i n each shipment c o n t a i n i n g about 100,000 l a b e l s
p e r case.

S ince 70% of Hur lburt 's p r o d u c t i o n w e n t to t h e Lob law Cha in , t h e s a l e of
H u r l b u r t p r o d u c t s diminished as t h e c h a i n s t o r e l e f t Western New Yo r k . " A l l
Hur lbur t 's eggs were in one basket" , so to speak.

I n 1988, R u s s e l l H u r l b u r t was r e s i d i n g i n L o c k p o r t , New Yo r k , and t h e former
p i c k l e works stands to t h i s day as a s i l e n t rem inde r o f a once b u s t l i n g Wi l son
e n t e r p r i s e t h a t p r o v i d e d many j o b s f o r l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s .

N o t e : Most o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n used i n t h i s a r t i c l e was s u p p l i e d b y Mary L o u
H u r l b u r t Young, daugh te r o f R u s s e l l H u r l b u r t .

* * *& * * * * *

WHEN STEAM WAS KING

Some con t rove rsy developed in Wi lson when the dec i s i on was made to e l im ina te
the r a i l l i n e through Wi lson and r e b u i l d i t f rom Lockpor t through Newfane to supply
c o a l f o r the Somerset Power P r o j e c t .

A l though t h e o l d 1876 r a i l l i n e was abandoned, s t o r i e s a r e s t i l l t o l d about
those r o m a n t i c days when t h e Lakeshore R a i l r o a d was Wilson's o n l y l i n k w i t h t h e
o u t s i d e w o r l d .

Haze l (Demmin) S a l i s b u r y r e c a l l e d a n i n t e r e s t i n g exper ience she had i n 1915
when she was o n l y t e n y e a r s o l d . She had won a s p e l l i n g c o n t e s t a t t h e I d e Road
Schoo l , and was asked t o take p a r t i n a c o u n t y - w i d e c o n t e s t t o b e h e l d i n t h e
r e d b r i c k school a t L e w i s t o n . H e r f a t h e r d i d n ' t own an automobi le at t h e t i m e
s o m o s t o f t h e i r t r a v e l i n g was b y ho rse and buggy.

L e w i s t o n was much t o o f a r f o r s u c h a t r i p , s o o n t h e d e s i g n a t e d d a y h e r f a t h e r
h i t c h e d u p h i s team and drove h e r t o t h e W i l s o n Depo t . She g o t o n t h e e a r l y m i l k
t r a i n and was s o o n chugging w e s t f o r L e w i s t o n , b u t a s she g o t c l o s e r t o t h e V i l l a g e ,
she became q u i t e app rehens i ve - - she had n e v e r been so f a r f rom home by h e r s e l f
b e f o r e .

She f e l t b e t t e r , however, when t h e t r a i n stopped at t h e L e w i s t o n s t a t i o n
and t h e f r i e n d l y e n g i n e e r t o l d h e r wh ich d i r e c t i o n she m u s t g o t o reach t h e s c h o o l .
The b u i l d i n g was a m i l e and a h a l f f r o m t h e s t a t i o n , b u t she walked down t h e o l d
Por tage Road and reached i t l o n g before c lasses were s t a r t i n g .

The door was open so she walked through t h e h a l l s u n t i l a teacher n o t i c e d
h e r and t o o k h e r “under h i s w ing" . Haze l had brough t a brown bag l u n c h w i t h h e r- 98
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f r o m E a s t W i l s o n , and when noont ime a r r i v e d she a t e in a classroom by h e r s e l f .
A l l t h e o t h e r c h i l d r e n w e n t home f o r d i n n e r .

The s p e l l i n g bee was h e l d a f t e r l u n c h , and M i s s Gaze l le H o f f m a n , S u p e r i n t e n ‑
d e n t , a t tended to pronounce t h e words f o r t h e c o n t e s t . At t h e t i m e , i t was c u s t o m ‑
a r y f o r t h e c h i l d r e n t o w r i t e down t h e i r answers o n paper r a t h e r t h a n s p e l l i n g
t h e words o u t l o u d .

When t h e c o n t e s t ended, i t was s t i l l e a r l y a f t e r n o o n s o Haze l decided t o
w a l k around t h e V i l l a g e u n t i l h e r t r a i n a r r i v e d at 5:30 p . m . Suddenly she heard
someone w a l k i n g beh ind h e r and t u r n e d to see M i s s Hoffman s t a n d i n g there--she
had dec ided a l i t t l e g i r l shouldn't be w a n d e r i n g around t h e s t r e e t s by h e r s e l f .

M i s s Hoffman i n v i t e d H a z e l to h e r home and s h o r t l y a f t e r s e n t h e r to t h e
s t o r e . When she t o l d t h e s to rekeepe r she had come to L e w i s t o n a l l by h e r s e l f ,
t h e f r i e n d l y g r o c e r gave h e r a b i g o r a n g e .

I n t hose days , a n orange was a t r e a t t h a t Haze l seldom had. H o w e v e r , i n s t e a d
o f keeping i t f o r h e r s e l f , she decided t o take i t home and g i v e i t t o h e r l i t t l e
s i s t e r - - s h e knew she would b e t h r i l l e d t o g e t something from a p lace a s f a r away
as Lewis ton.

A t 4:00 p .m. she s t a r t e d h e r l o n g walk u p the h i l l t o w a i t f o r the 5:30 t r a i n ,
and as she plodded a l o n g she though t about t h e good t ime she'd had t h a t day and
how k i n d the people in Lewis ton had been to h e r .

When she fi n a l l y climbed back o n t h e t r a i n and headed e a s t t o W i l s o n , she
knew deep down i n h e r h e a r t t h a t n e v e r a g a i n would she t h i n k o f L e w i s t o n a s a
s t r a n g e , s c a r y , fa r~away p l a c e .

* * * * * * * *

HISTORIAN'S ACCOUNT BOOK REVEALED
1878 WILSON THANKSGIVING

A n i n t e r e s t i n g page i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e Holmes f a m i l y came t o l i g h t r e c e n t l y
when a n o l d a c c o u n t book was f o u n d i n t h e f o r m e r home o f W i l l i a m H . Holmes o n
Wi l son -Bu r t Road.

The f a r m w h i c h he purchased in 1867 , is n o w t h e s i t e of t h e Scheare r N u r s e r y ,
operated by R o n and Sue (Argue) S c h e a r e r of W i l s o n . The book was discovered w h i l e
Ron was t e a r i n g o u t some p a r t i t i o n s i n t h e o l d h o u s e , and though l o s t f o r o v e r
100 y e a r s , is s t i l l i n remarkab ly good cond i t i on . Nota t ions in i t were w r i t t e n
by W i l l i a m Ho lmes , grandson of D a n i e l and S a l l y Ho lmes , and we q u o t e :

"November 28 , 1878: Yes te rday was Thanksg iv ing in W i l s o n . Un ion S e r v i c e s
w e r e h e l d i n t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Church w i t h R e v . G . 5 . Hami l t on preach ing f r o m l s t
Thes. V, 18 , " I n e v e r y t h i n g g i v e t h a n k s ’ .
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"The p a s t o r s o f t h e B a p t i s t and M.E. churches t o o k p a r t i n t h e s e r v i c e s ,
and t h e p u l p i t was decorated w i t h f r u i t , fl o w e r s , vege tab les and g ra in ; r e p r e s e n ‑
t i n g some o f t h e t h i n g s f o r which t o b e t h a n k f u l .

"But t h e c h i e f o b j e c t o f t h i s commun ica t i on i s to t e l l o f Thanksg i v ing a t
t h e homestead of t h e Holmes f a m i l y , where by r e c u r r i n g to t h e p a s t and comparing
n o t e s w i t h o l d e r members o f t h e f a m i l y , w e found t h a t w e w e r e c e l e b r a t i n g t h e
semi-centenn ia l Thanksg iv ing in t h i s house w h i c h began in 1829; t h e fi r s t Thanks‑
g i v i n g a f t e r the m a r r i a g e o f t h e e l d e s t d a u g h t e r o f D a n i e l and S a l l y Holmes, and
wh ich , w i t h t w o e x c e p t i o n s , has been observed e v e r y y e a r .

"For y e a r s t h e c h i l d r e n , g r a n d c h i l d r e n and g r e a t g r a n d c h i l d r e n have had a
s tand ing i n v i t a t i o n t o come home o n t h i s f e s t i v e day. Ye s t e r d a y, 3 2 v a r y i n g i n
age f r o m l i t t l e J e p i e o f one y e a r t o Grandma o f 8 7 , g a t h e r e d around t h e t a b l e
to p a r t a k e o f the good t h i n g s p r o v i d e d f o r t h e occas ion ; o v e r 50 more who a r e
e n t i t l e d b y b i r t h and m a r r i a g e t o s i t a t t h i s t a b l e , a r e s c a t t e r e d th rough t h e
w e s t and were u n a b l e t o b e w i t h u s e .

"They were k i n d l y remembered i n o u r f e s t i v i t i e s and a b l e s s i n g invoked upon
them a t t h e f a m i l y d e v o t i o n s . R e g r e t s w e r e expresssed t h a t w e had n o r e c o r d o f
these r e u n i o n s and a f t e r a l i t t l e d i s c u s s i o n , o n e o f t h e g r a n d c h i l d r e n , ( W i l l i a m
B. Holmes) was appointed s e c r e t a r y to make a record of t h i s Thanksgiving and such
reminiscences of the p a s t as he migh t r e c a l l u p .

"Then, as the l i t t l e ones were becoming wea ry, o y s t e r s and cake were served ,
and a t t e n o'clock the gues ts departed f o r t h e i r respec t i ve homes."

W i l l i a m Holmes, t h e grandson who penned the above words, was born in Wi lson
i n 1840 where h e attended d i s t r i c t school and a few terms a t the Wi lson C o l l e g i a t e
I n s t i t u t e . I n 1861, h e e n l i s t e d a s a p r i v a t e i n Company G , 7 th N . Y. C a v a l r y,
and the f o l l o w i n g year r e - e n l i s t e d i n B a t t e r y M , l s t N . Y. L i g h t A r t i l l e r y .

A f t e r t h e war he resumed f a r m i n g a n d became an a c t i v e member of Wilson's
P e t e r A . P o r t e r P o s t , G .A .R . I n 1891, h e s e r v e d t w o t e r m s a s Town S u p e r v i s o r ,
b u t i s perhaps b e s t known f o r a u t h o r i n g t h e c h a p t e r abou t W i l s o n i n t h e 1902
"Souvenir H i s t o r y of N i a g a r a County."

H i s f a t h e r , R i c h a r d C . Ho lmes , was b o r n i n C a r l i s l e , New Yo r k i n 1813, and
came t o W i l s o n w i t h h i s p a r e n t s i n 1818. H e l a t e r se rved a s a deacon and t r u s t e e
o f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Church and was Sunday S c h o o l Super in tenden t f o r t h i r t y y e a r s .
H e was a l s o a s c h o o l t r u s t e e f o r many y e a r s and i n 1867 was e l e c t e d Town S u p e r v i ‑
s o r .

W i l l i a m Holmes’ g randpa ren t s , D a n i e l and S a l l y Ho lmes , came to Wi l son f rom
C a r l i s l e , Schohar ie Coun ty i n F e b r u a r y, 1818. They s p e n t t h e fi r s t w i n t e r w i t h
Danie l 's p a r e n t s , John and Anna Holmes, who had p r e v i o u s l y s e t t l e d a l o n g t h e
n o r t h s i d e o f Lake Road n e a r Hopk ins C r e e k .

I n t h e S p r i n g , D a n i e l e r e c t e d a l o g house o n 160 a c r e s o f l a n d o n l o t n o .
73 w h i c h he and h i s w i f e pu rchased f r o m t h e H o l l a n d Land Company. I t was b u i l t
o n t h e s i t e o f a n o t h e r l o g c a b i n t h a t h a d b e e n burned b y t h e B r i t i s h i n 1813.

I n J u n e , 1818, D a n i e l moved h i s f a m i l y i n t o t h e i r n e w home and i m m e d i a t e l y
began c l e a r i n g t h e l a n d and making improvements. H i s fi r s t app le o rcha rd was
s t a r t e d f r o m seeds t h a t S a l l y b r o u g h t w i t h h e r f r o m h e r f a t h e r ' s f a r m , and some
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o f t h e t r e e s were s t i l l b e a r i n g f r u i t a s l a t e a t 1973. I n t h e S p r i n g o f 1974,
t h e l a s t t r e e f r om t h e o r i g i n a l p l a n t i n g b l e w down, and t h e p r e s e n t owne rs , F l o y d
and Haze l S a l i s b u r y , gave t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y permiss ion t o remove some
of t h e l i m b s . These w e r e c u t up i n t o sma l l souveni r p laques. H o w e v e r , one
l a r g e r l i m b was preserved as a museum a r t i f a c t .

In 1818, D a n i e l Holmes was appointed C a p t a i n in N i a g a r a County's fi r s t o r g a n ‑
i z e d m i l i t i a , and i n 1819, h e was e l e c t e d C l e r k o f t h e fi r s t Town Board i n Wi l son .
Each g e n e r a t i o n o f Holmes f a m i l y had c l o s e t i e s t o t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Church , and
i t a l l s t a r t e d January 18 , 1819, when t h e church was organ ized in t h e home of
John Holmes b y R e v. Dav id M . S m i t h o f L e w i s t o n .

S i x o f t h e Holmes f a m i l y members founded t h e new c h u r c h , i n c l u d i n g John and
Anna Holmes, D a n i e l and S a l l y Ho lmes , and P e t e r and R u t h (Holmes) Crosby.

* & * * x * * *
RURAL EDUCATION IN WILSON

The e a r l i e s t school in the Town of Wi lson was established f o r a d u l t s in 1817
i n a l o g cabin house about one m i l e south o f t h e V i l l a g e . I t was be l ieved t o
have been located on the A. B. Arnold f a r m , and even ing classes were taught there
by Lu the r Wi lson d u r i n g the w i n t e r months o f Janua ry and Feb rua ry.

The fi r s t l o g schoolhouse in t h e Town was b u i l t in 1819 about one m i l e and
a h a l f e a s t o f t h e V i l l a g e on Lake Road. An ave rage o f twe lve s tuden ts a year
w e r e t a u g h t by D r . John Wa r n e r of Newfane , who l a t e r became t h e fi r s t Vice-President
o f t h e N i a g a r a C o u n t y M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n .

The schoo l was v e r y rough and p l a i n . A wide h e a r t h a l o n g one s i d e had a
chimney b u i l t o n t h e o u t s i d e o f s t i c k s , s t o n e and c l a y . The o n l y f u r n i s h i n g s
were an unpa in ted p i n e t a b l e , a s i n g l e c h a i r , and desks w i t h s u i t a b l e s e a t s f a s ‑
t ened t o t h e i n s i d e w a l l s . T h i s s c h o o l , a s w e l l a s o t h e r s b u i l t l a t e r , w e r e a l s o
used f o r p u b l i c w o r s h i p .

The fi r s t schoolhouse in t h e V i l l a g e of W i l s o n was a l s o b u i l t of l o g s in
1820 on t h e s i t e where L u t h e r W i l s o n l a t e r b u i l t a home in 1845. T h i s cobb les tone
s t r u c t u r e , a f t e r t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y became b e t t e r known a s t h e W i l s o n i a n
C l u b . The fi r s t t e a c h e r i n t h e V i l l a g e s c h o o l was A l m i r a Welch and she was s u c ‑
ceeded b y D a v i d M u r r a y .

Records show t h a t on May 1, 1821 , t h e Town of W i l s o n was d i v i d e d i n t o fi v e
schoo l d i s t r i c t s . B y 1852, educat ion o f younger c h i l d r e n had increased t o such
an e x t e n t t h a t a t w o - s t o r y cobb les tone schoo l was e r e c t e d on P e t t i t S t r e e t j u s t
w e s t o f t h e p r e s e n t F i r s t B a p t i s t C h u r c h .

T h i s s t r u c t u r e became t h e m a i n V i l l a g e schoo l u n t i l it t o o became overcrowded
and rooms in t h e D o x B l o c k and t h e o l d cobb les tone o f fi c e n e x t to L u t h e r Wilson's
home were used as annexes .

101



RURAL EDUCATION IN WILSON (Continued)

B y 1859, schoo l d i s t r i c t s w i t h i n t h e township were inc reased t o s e v e n t e e n
a s the n e c e s s i t y o f p r o v i d i n g m o r e schoo ls f o r t h e c h i l d r e n became e v i d e n t .
Taxes t o s u p p o r t t h e schools were l e v i e d and computed b y m u l t i p l y i n g t h e number
o f ac res owned b y a r e s i d e n t b y t h e v a l u e o f o n e ac re t i m e s t h e t a x r a t e . I n
1844, f o r i n s t a n c e , a p e r s o n owning 100 a c r e s o f l a n d valued a t $ 7 a n a c r e was
r e q u i r e d t o pay a s c h o o l t a x o f about $ 8 a y e a r .

R u r a l schoo ls and t h e Un ion F r e e Schoo l D i s t r i c t N o . 1 i n t h e V i l l a g e p l a y e d
a b i g r o l l i n e d u c a t i n g t h e town's c h i l d r e n u p t o t h e t i m e o f c e n t r a l i z a t i o n i n
1941.

Though p o o r l y p a i d , teachers were h i g h l y ded i ca ted t o t h e e d u c a t i o n a l needs
o f t h e i r pup i l s - -many o f whom became l e a d e r s i n p o l i t i c s and i n d u s t r y .

* * * * * * * *
THE I D E SETTLEMENT SCHOOL

In 1848, young Asahel S tap les was h i r e d by E l d e r I d e to teach the I d e S e t t l e ‑
ment School f o r a s a l a r y o f $17 a month. To q u a l i f y f o r t h e p o s i t i o n , h e had
to pass a f o u r hour examinat ion g i v e n by Super in tenden t Dav is o f the Wilson Schools,
and h i s schedule r e q u i r e d him t o teach f o u r f u l l weeks each month i n c l u d i n g every
o t h e r Saturday and a l l Ho l y Days.

The I d e School was b u i l t o f l o g s and had been daubed w i t h m o r t a r , d i r t and
tobacco. There were two temporary desks or benches fastened to the l o g s and one
of the fi v e movable s e a t s had no l e g s . There was a l s o a s t o v e , c h a i r w i t h board
bo t tom, s h o v e l , broom, w a t e r p a i l , cup and b lackboa rd .

Schoo l opened w i t h t e n scho la rs and t h e y were l e c t u r e d and t a l k e d to f o r
about h a l f t h e m o r n i n g w i t h t h e r e m a i n i n g t i m e s p e n t i n s p e l l i n g . The a f t e r n o o n
was devoted t o r e a d i n g , s p e l l i n g and w r i t i n g .

Asahe l boarded w i t h t h e Loomis f a m i l y a n d a t t e n d e d t h e Method is t -Ep iscopa l
Church at t h e "Corners" where he s a n g in t h e c h o i r . He en joyed R e v. Wi lbur 's
sermons, and t h e i n fl u e n c e e x e r t e d o n young S t a p l e s b y R e v. W i l b u r , Loomis , and
E l d e r I d e , h e l p e d h i m t o t e a c h m o r a l v a l u e s t o h i s young p u p i l s .

I n a d d i t i o n t o h i s r e g u l a r d u t i e s , h e was e x p e c t e d t o v i s i t homes a r o u n d
t h e community s u c h a s t h e C u s h i n g s , S a l i s b u r y s and Richmonds. H e a l s o engaged
i n many a g r i c u l t u r a l p u r s u i t s . Sometimes h e d i d l o g g i n g w i t h t h e h e l p o f M r .
Woodward's oxen and a l s o c u t buckwheat on shares or he lped sow wheat on t h e H a r ‑
wood fa rm i n t h e f a l l .

S t a p l e s k e p t a d i a r y o f h i s d a i l y a c t i v i t i e s and o c c a s i o n a l l y ment ions h a v i n g
t o fl o g u n r u l y s t u d e n t s t o m a i n t a i n d i s c i p l i n e . One t i m e h e and h i s s tuden ts
a t t e n d e d a Chr is tmas program at t h e D i s t r i c t #12 schoo l on S l a s h Road, (now Maple)
and h e a p p a r e n t l y wasn't t o o impressed a s h e c r i t i c a l l y observed, " A M r . B r o o k i n s
t a u g h t t h e s c h o o l , and he had s e v e n t e e n u n r u l y , n o i s y students."
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Some of t h e p u p i l s t h a t at tended t h e I d e Road school in 1848 were: Royal
I d e , M i s s A . Danch, Henry I d e , J u s t i c e B r o w n , M i s s C . B i d d i n g , M i s s R . S m i t h ,
C l a r k M i l l e r , J . S a l i s b u r y , H . H u r l b u r t , C . L o o m i s , Jane Hayne, John G i l l e t , O r r a
A k i n and Lucena Thayer.

k k * * x * x *

THE LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE

Records k e p t by t h e t r u s t e e s of t h e D i s t r i c t N o . 7 schoolhouse in E a s t W i l s o n
r e v e a l i n t e r e s t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t c e r t a i n l y m u s t have been app l i cab le t o o t h e r
r u r a l schools in t h e townsh ip .

The p r o p e r t y was g i v e n f o r a schoo l b y Herman Ha lsey i n 1843, and i n k e e p i n g
w i t h e a r l y t r a d i t i o n , t h e b u i l d i n g was p a i n t e d r e d . Each schoo l d i s t r i c t operated
independen t l y w i t h i n i t s own a r e a and each had i t s own t r u s t e e s respons ib le f o r
h i r i n g teachers and d i s b u r s i n g f u n d s .

The fi r s t teacher was W i l l i a m W. Wol laber ; and two of M r . Halsey's grand‑
c h i l d r e n l a t e r taught in t h e school as w e l l as h i s g r e a t grandaughter, Mrs . A l i c e
B u l l C a r t e r .

In 1906, the teacher was p a i d $340 a year and she had to f u r n i s h most of
h e r own supp l ies . A j a n i t o r rece ived $11.90 a year to c lean the b u i l d i n g and
l i g h t fi r e s i n the o l d p o t b e l l y s t o v e . D u r i n g t h a t same y e a r , on l y $2.10 was
spen t f o r school suppl ies and $2.40 was spen t f o r f u r n i t u r e . When the t a y p a y e r s
v o t e d to c l o s e t h e school May 1 4 , 1942, t h e teacher's s a l a r y had o n l y inc reased
t o $912 p e r y e a r .

Names o f t r u s t e e s who served t h e school p r i o r t o 1904 a r e u n a v a i l a b l e , b u t
f r o m 1904 t o 1942, t h e f o l l o w i n g were e l e c t e d : B u r t S t o n e , Edward Woodcock, H e n r y
Munch, Edgar H . B u l l , Jacob Sherman , M. B . D e n n i s , Mack P o o l e , L u t h e r A . W i l s o n ,
L . C . Hugueno r, John E . R i c h a r d s , W i l l a r d Woodcock and Oscar Munch.

D i s t r i c t N o . 7 began b u s s i n g i t s c h i l d r e n t o t h e W i l s o n C e n t r a l R u r a l School
in September, 1942, b u t in 1943-44, t h e r e were s t i l l e i g h t r u r a l schoo ls s t i l l
o p e r a t i n g i n t h e new W i l s o n C e n t r a l R u r a l School D i s t r i c t . Te a c h i n g these schoo ls
w e r e M r s . M a r y C . C a l l a h a n , D i s t r i c t N o . 2 ; M r s . F l o r e n c e S w i c k , D i s t r i c t N o .
4 ; M r s . M a r i o n M c M i l l a n , D i s t r i c t N o . 5 3 E l o i s e J . S m i t h , D i s t r i c t N o . 6 ; He len
A . S t e v e n s , D i s t r i c t N o . 8 ; L o u i s e B . S m i t h , D i s t r i c t N o . 9 ; H e l e n A . J u s w i a k ,
D i s t r i c t N o . 1 0 and E . May S t a c y , D i s t r i c t N o . 12 .

The l a t e S t e l l a Croop S t i n e h o f f , a n a u n t o f t h i s w r i t e r , t a u g h t i n a r u r a l
school a t t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y . Some n o t e s t h a t she w r o t e i n h e r d e c l i n i n g
y e a r s g i v e a n i n t e r e s t i n g p i c t u r e o f c o n d i t i o n s p reva len t a s she experienced
them.

"K indergar ten was unheard of y e a r s a g o . H a r d l y anyone s t a r t e d schoo l b e f o r e
t h e age of seven and it wasn't compulsory u n t i l age e i g h t .
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"When t h e h e a t o f summer gave way t o t h e c o o l o f a u t u m n , y o u n g s t e r s w a l k e d - ‑
sometimes s e v e r a l m i l e s - - t o t h e i r l i t t l e schoolhouse where grades one through
e i g h t were t a u g h t b y one t e a c h e r.

"No books were fu rn i shed by t h e d i s t r i c t and each p u p i l b rought h i s o r h e r
own s l a t e and o the r equipment necessary f o r t h e i r educa t i on .

"The o n l y s u p p l i e s t h e teachers c o u l d b e s u r e o f was a s c h o o l r e g i s t e r , box
o f c h a l k , coup le o f e r a s e r s , rubber - t ipped p o i n t e r , dus t pan and broom.

"Inside s a n i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s were unheard o f , and a t i n wash b a s i n , w a t e r
p a i l , d i p p e r and o u t s i d e " p r i v y " , ( w i t h S e a r s Roebuck c a t a l o g ) w e r e a l l t h a t was
considered necessary.

“Heating was done w i t h an o l d wood s t o v e t h a t c o u l d cope w i t h chunks of wood
t h r e e t o f o u r f e e t l o n g , b u t t e m p e r a t u r e s w e r e seldom c o m f o r t a b l e , e i t h e r t o o
h o t o r t o o c o l d .

"Recreation and p h y s i c a l t r a i n i n g were l e f t to t h e i n d i v i d u a l p u p i l , b u t
t h e l o n g walks t o and f r o m s c h o o l p l u s games t h o u g h t u p b y y o u n g s t e r s w e r e q u i t e
enough t o keep e v e r y o n e i n good p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n .

"School hou rs were f r o m 9:00 a . m . to Noon w i t h a m id -morn ing r e c e s s . The
a f t e r n o o n s e s s i o n l a s t e d f r o m 1:00 t o 4:00 p . m . w i t h a r e c e s s o f fi f t e e n m i n u t e s .

"Not a l l d i s t r i c t s had t h e i r own w e l l s s o i t was sometimes n e c e s s a r y t o g e t
w a t e r f rom a nearby farm. My p u p i l s considered i t a g r e a t p r i v i l e g e to " fetch
water" as a reward f o r good behavior or a good deed.

"School vacat ions were few and f a r between with the fi r s t on Thanksgiving
and sometimes t h e F r i d a y f o l l o w i n g . The week b e f o r e Christmas and New Years was
n e x t , bu t i f we had severe w i n t e r wea the r, Eas te r vaca t i on was e l im ina ted . Arbor
Day was a h o l i d a y by order of the S t a t e Commission of Educat ion. An Arbor Day
Proclamation was read , songs were sung and r e c i t a t i o n s g i v e n .

"This was fo l l owed by a t r i p to the woods f o r a t r e e which was p lan ted w i t h
proper ceremontes. L i g h t refreshments f o l l o w e d , then everyone was dismissed f o r
t h e d a y.

"The l a s t day o f schoo l was t h e b i g g e s t e v e n t o f t h e y e a r . There w e r e always
good t h i n g s t o e a t f o l l o w e d b y a v a r i e t y o f games. The c l i m a x came when fi n a l
examinat ion marks w e r e revea led and promot ions to h i g h e r grades announced.”

The r u r a l s c h o o l , once t h e backbone o f o u r e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m , has a l l b u t
d isappeared f rom t h e s c e n e .

When c e n t r a l i z a t i o n was fi r s t p roposed , many peop le w e r e r e l u c t a n t t o g i v e
u p t h e i r l o c a l schoo ls o v e r wh ich t h e i r d i s t r i c t had f u l l c o n t r o l . I t was f e l t
t h a t t h e one r o o m s c h o o l had many a d v a n t a g e s , a n d w i t h d e d i c a t e d t e a c h e r s , c o u l d
g i v e t h e c h i l d r e n a fi r s t - c l a s s e d u c a t i o n .

O t h e r s , however, d i s a g r e e d and when c e n t r a l i z a t i o n was o f f e r e d , saw a chance
t o p l a c e t h e c h i l d r e n i n l a r g e modern schools where, i n a d d i t i o n t o h a v i n g graded
classrooms, t h e p u p i l s cou ld r e c e i v e i n s t r u c t i o n in band, a r t , i n d u s t r i a l a r t s ,
home economics, p h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n a n d a l l r e l a t e d s p o r t s .

R i g h t o r w r o n g , t h e advocates o f c e n t r a l i z a t i o n won o u t , and b y 1955, a l l
r u r a l districts w e r e absorbed i n t o t h e W i l s o n C e n t r a l School s y s t e m . Most of t h e
schoo ls w e r e s o l d w i t h t h e t a x p a y e r s i n each d i s t r i c t r e c e i v i n g a p r o p o r t i o n a t e
sha re o f t h e money. Some schoo l s w e r e remode led i n t o homes and o n l y o n e , t h e
R a n d a l l Road schoolhouse, was n o t s o l d . I t was used , u n t i l r e c e n t l y , as a Con‑
m u n i t y  C e n t e r .
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In t h e e a r l y 1900's, B u r t o n L . G a l e , P res iden t o f the Wi l son ian C l u b , r e ‑
ce ived a l e t t e r and document yel lowed by t h r e e q u a r t e r s of a c e n t u r y , f r om M r .
L . N . W i l son o f Ness C i t y , Kansas , l i s t i n g t h e names and e v e n t s t h a t l e d to t h e
b u i l d i n g o f t h e W i l s o n C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e .

The document , w r i t t e n by L u t h e r W i l s o n , was a proposa l to h i s n e i g h b o r, Simon
She ldon , wh i ch s t a t e d , "You f u r n i s h t h e l a n d and I ' l l f u r n i s h some money, o t h e r s
w i l l c o n t r i b u t e and w e ' l l have a n academy o f o u r own f o r t h e b e n e fi t o f o u r c h i l ‑
d ren and u p b u i l d i n g o f t h e town."

The document c o n t i n u e d , "Mr. She ldon was a n o l d b a c h e l o r , b u t h e drew u p
a s u b s c r i p t i o n and subscribed l i b e r a l l y bes ides d o n a t i n g one h a l f a c r e o f l a n d .
The paper was s p e e d i l y fi l l e d b y i n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n s and a n amount r a i s e d which
was adequate to b u i l d a t w o - s t o r y cobb les tone academy." (On s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t
t o w n h a l l . )

E a r l y r e s i d e n t s l i s t e d on t h e document who were respons ib le f o r b u i l d i n g
t h e I n s t i t u t e were : Simon S h e l d o n , L u t h e r W i l s o n , Stephen W i l s o n , Na than ie l D a v i s ,
Capt . Morgan Johnson, George P r a t t , A l f r e d Knowles, O t i s Tower, David To w e r, Enos
Hambl in , W i l l i a m Hambl in , John E. To w e r, Alexander M i n e r , Nathan A s h f o r d , F. Dwight
and Son, W i l l i a m Scarborough, S y l v e s t e r Hosmer, Thomas F a r l e y, W i l l i a m Group,
Simon Case, Volney F a r l e y, Benjamin S h e l d o n , L . V . B a r t o n , Joseph T u n n i c l i f f ,
D a n i e l B e n n e t t , Abram P e t t i t , S. J. H a m b l i n , Henry McChesney, Helock Sweet , O r i n
Co le , Rufus Robinson, Ethan P e t t i t , C u r t i s P e t t i t , Alexander P e t t i t , W i l l i a m P e t t i t ,
Aaron Mox, C a l v i n P r a t t , David Kemp, R . L . McChesney, Ransom T u n n i c l i f f , H . B .
Tabor, Andrew Brown and Jer im iah Le land .

M r . W i l son f u r t h e r s t a t e d in h i s l e t t e r to M r . Ga le . "The document is a
v a l u e d keepsake and I hope y o u e s t e e m i t w o r t h y of b e i n g preserved by t h e Club
a s a n i n t e r e s t i n g r e c o r d o f Wilson's e a r l y h i s t o r y. "

The W i l s o n C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e was estab l ished January 2 5 , 1845, and t h e
fi r s t schoo l t e r m was s t a r t e d i n t h e f a l l o f 1845. I t was i n c o r p o r a t e d a s t h e
Wi l son C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u e o n F e b r u a r y 1 9 , 1846.

The b u i l d i n g was 40 X 60 f e e t w i t h c lassrooms and l i b r a r y occupy ing t h e fi r s t
fl o o r and a n a u d i t o r i u m o n t h e second. The schoo l l i b r a r y conta ined o v e r 300
volumes o n l i t e r a t u r e , h i s t o r y and p h i l o s o p h y. A few books covered t h e s c i e n c e s ,
b u t t h e r e was o n l y o n e p e r t a i n i n g t o a g r i c u l t u r e . P h i l o s o p h i c a l a p p a r a t u s i n c l u d e d
a ske le ton, b u s t s , d iag ram f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g phi losophy and abou t 300 specimens
o f  m i n e r a l s .

The Academy r e c e i v e d fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t f r o m t u i t i o n and some S t a t e a i d . Some
samples o f t u i t i o n f e e s w e r e a s f o l l o w s : Common E n g l i s h and N a t u r a l P h i l o s o p h y,
$4 .00 ; L a n g u a g e s , $8 .00 ; E x t r a M u s i c w i t h u s e o f i n s t r u m e n t , $10.00; and P a i n t i n g
and D r a w i n g , $2.50 a t e r m .

The school y e a r was d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e t e r m s o f fi f t e e n weeks each and t h e
average s t u d e n t took t h r e e or f o u r courses each t e r m . Male and fema le s tuden ts
were ins t ruc ted a l i k e , b u t t h e t e a c h i n g methods used a r e unknown.
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S t o r i e s handed down b y "o ld t imers" r e v e a l t h a t d i s c i p l i n e r e q u i r e d t h a t
p r o p e r manners and morals be d isp layed b o t h i n s i d e and o u t s i d e o f t h e s c h o o l , and
a l l s tuden ts had to be in t h e i r rooms by 7:30 a t n i g h t . Permiss ion to a t t e n d
p a r t i e s c o u l d o n l y b e g i v e n w i t h w r i t t e n p a r e n t a l c o n s e n t and a l l p u p i l s were
r e q u i r e d t o a t t e n d church o n Sundays.

Repor t cards were marked f o r p u n c t u a l i t y and deportment a s w e l l a s s c h o l a r ‑
s h i p and p u b l i c examinat ions were h e l d at t h e end of t h e schoo l y e a r w i t h some
w r i t t e n and some o r a l . A l l s t uden t s were r e q u i r e d to know t h e i r sub jec t m a t t e r
w e l l and Regents examinations were n o t g i v e n u n t i l 1868.

The I n s t i t u t e was one o f n i n e t y s c h o o l s s e l e c t e d t h r o u g h o u t New Yo r k S t a t e
t o h o l d c lasses f o r t e a c h e r t r a i n i n g and t o a t t e n d g i r l s had t o b e s i x t e e n and
boys , e i g h t e e n . T u i t i o n was f r e e f o r t h e T r a i n i n g C l a s s , b u t t h e s c h o o l r e c e i v e d
t e n d o l l a r s p e r p u p i l to c o v e r expenses.

Many s tuden ts l i v e d t o o f a r away to commute each d a y , so many found room
and board w i t h f a m i l i e s i n t h e V i l l a g e . A good r o o m c o u l d b e had f o r 5 0 t o 7 5
c e n t s a week, and board and r o o m u s u a l l y r a n f r o m $1.75 t o $2.25 a week. A method
of "basket boarding" was a lso p r a c t i c e d by some students who went to t h e i r homes
o n weekends and r e t u r n e d w i t h enough food t o l a s t them the f o l l o w i n g week.

I t was a l l business a t the I n s t i t u t e , and few e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s
were al lowed e x c e p t f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t w o s o c i e t i e s named "Alpha Phi" and
"Kappa Phi" . These met b i -week l y under f a c u l t y supe rv i s i on f o r improvement o f
t h e m ind , and t h e i r m o t t o was, "The pen is the l e v e r t h a t moves the world."

The fi r s t P r i n c i p a l was Benjamin W i l c o x , J r . , and h i s d u t i e s inc luded teach~
i n g language, n a t u r a l s c i e n c e and p h i l o s o p h y. H i s s a l a r y was $700 a y e a r and
h e was a s s i s t e d b y D a v i d C . D a v i s who t a u g h t f o r $350 a y e a r .

M iss C h a r l o t t e S . Halsey was P r e c e p t r e s s , a t i t l e t h a t was l a t e r dropped
f o r V i c e - P r i n c i p a l . She was a s s i s t e d b y t w o young women t e a c h e r s , M i s s E l i z a ‑
b e t h M e r r i t t and M i s s A d e l e i n N i c h o l s o n who each r e c e i v e d $180 a y e a r .

C o m p e t i t i o n f r o m o t h e r s c h o o l s and l a c k o f funds caused t h e I n s t i t u t e t o merge
i n 1869 w i t h t h e U n i o n Free Schoo l D i s t r i c t N o . 1 , when t r u s t e e s o f t h e I n s t i t u t e
deeded o v e r a l l s c h o o l p r o p e r t y to t h e U n i o n F r e e D i s t r i c t Board o f Educa t ion .

* * * * * * * *
UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER ONE

The U n i o n F r e e S c h o o l D i s t r i c t N o . 1 was formed i n 1869 f rom f o u r o f s e v e n ‑
t e e n d i s t r i c t s i n t h e Town. I t i n c l u d e d t h e P e t t i t S t r e e t S c h o o l , D i s t r i c t N o .
1 ; t h e Maple S t r e e t S c h o o l , e a s t o f t h e V i l l a g e , D i s t r i c t No . 2 ; t h e Townl ine
S c h o o l , s o u t h of t h e V i l l a g e , D i s t r i c t N o . 5; and t h e R a n d a l l and Youngstown Road
S c h o o l , w e s t of t h e V i l l a g e , D i s t r i c t N o . 9. The cobblestone schoo l on P e t t i t
S t r e e t was used f o r t h e fi r s t f o u r p r i m a r y g r a d e s , and t h e fo rmer Academy o n Lake
S t r e e t was used f o r t h e o t h e r academic and grammar depar tments .
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There were fi v e teache rs i n t h e new d i s t r i c t and Stephen C . H a l l was h i r e d
a s t h e fi r s t P r i n c i p a l . The n i n e member Board o f E d u c a t i o n cons i s t ed o f H . N .
Johnson, P r e s i d e n t , S y l v e s t e r P a r s o n s , V i n c e n t S e e l e y, J . G . Brown, Jerome C l i f f o r d ,
Harvey S a n f o r d , Henry P e r r y , W. Richardson and L o r e n z o P r a t t .

The s c h o o l y e a r was d i v i d e d t h e same a s t h e Academy had been , t h a t i s , t h r e e
t e r m s o f fi f t e e n weeks each. The c u r r i c u l u m , howeve r, was changed and s t u d i e s
o f f e r e d i n 1884 w e r e A r i t h m e t i c , E n g l i s h , Grammar and D e s c r i p t i v e Geography. A d ‑
vanced s t u d i e s i n c l u d e d A l g e b r a , Bookkeeping, D r a w i n g , P lane Geome t r y, As t ronomy,
Chemis t r y, P h y s i c s , B o t a n y, P h y s i c a l Geography, Phys io l ogy, Zoo logy, E n g l i s h L i t e r ‑
a t u r e , R h e t o r i c , Amer ican Gove rnmen t , H i s t o r y o f E n g l a n d , P r i n c i p l e s o f Teach ing ,
and L a t i n Grammar Read ing . In 1893, t h e c o u r s e s g rew to i n c l u d e German, P l a n t
and S p h e r i c a l Tr i g o n o m e t r y, G e n e r a l H i s t o r y , Greek H i s t o r y , Roman H i s t o r y , New
Yo r k S t a t e H i s t o r y , C i v i c s , Economics and Advanced Draw ing . In a d d i t i o n to g i v ‑
i n g o u t Academic D ip lomas , a g r e a t many C e r t i fi c a t e s w e r e awarded f o r v a r i o u s
l e v e l s of achievement.

The fi r s t P h y s i c a l Educa t ion c lasses w e r e h e l d in 1894 when t h e o ld - fash ioned
r e c e s s was rep laced by a d a i l y p r o g r a m of march ing , m i l i t a r y d r i l l s and c a l i s ‑
t h e n i c s .

Many e x t r a , e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s became a p a r t o f t h e school program
d u r i n g the l a t e 1800's, b u t school p l a y s were h e l d in the Town H a l l because a c t i v i ‑
t i e s h e l d at the school cou ld n o t be charged f o r .

COBBLESTONE COLLEGIATE
INSTITUTE ESTABLISHED
IN 1845. BRICK ADDITION
ADDED IN 1899.
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In 1899, a b r i c k a d d i t i o n was a t t a c h e d to t h e cobblestone b u i l d i n g on Lake
S t r e e t , and t h e p r i m a r y g rades i n t h e P e t t i t S t r e e t School were moved i n t o t h e
new a d d i t i o n . About t h i s same t i m e , t h e S t a t e Department of Educa t ion condemned
t h e cobblestone p a r t of t h e s c h o o l , ( f o rmer l y known as t h e C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e )
and threatened to w i thd raw Teacher T r a i n i n g Classes un less a new b u i l d i n g was
b u i l t .

The T r a i n i n g Classes w e r e f r e e and t h e s c h o o l r e c e i v e d s t a t e a i d f o r each
s t u d e n t a t t e n d i n g . However, i f t h e r e w e r e n o t a t l e a s t t e n s tuden ts i n any g i v e n
y e a r , c lasses w e r e suspended.

O l d r e c o r d s f r o m t h e C l a s s o f 1902-03 r e v e a l t h e t r a i n i n g c l a s s teacher a s
M i s s F. E l v i r a M a r t i n and members of h e r c l a s s were Josephine B a k e r, Mae Hoag,
L e t t i e F a r l e y , E l i z a b e t h S e a r l e , Amy A l l e n , Mabel W r i g h t , Lou i sa B i c k f o r d , Mabel
H e n r y, A v i s E d u a r t s , Mae S t e v e n s , Emma L a fl e r , L o r i H e n r y, E l t o n W i l l e , C l a r a
Balcom, C l a r a Sayer and Grace S m i t h .

1900 BRICK UNION SCHOOL

I n March , 1900, t h e v o t e r s o f t h e d i s t r i c t decided t o r e p l a c e t h e o l d c o b b l e ‑
s t o n e landmark w i t h a new s i x t y f o o t square b r i c k b u i l d i n g which was e r e c t e d and
a t tached t o t h e b r i c k a d d i t i o n t h a t had p r e v i o u s l y been b u i l t . The new schoo l
c o n t a i n e d s e v e n c lassrooms, c l o a k r o o m s , l a b o r a t o r y, t r u s t e e room, teachers' room
and a f o r t y b y s i x t y f o o t a u d i t o r i u m o n t h e second fl o o r .

P r i n c i p a l s h i r e d t o r u n t h e Un ion F r e e School D i s t r i c t f r om 1869 t o 1941
were Stephen C . H a l l , F. A . Green , Thomas Green , M e l v i l l e Cooper, Sheldon Pardee,
A . H a l l B u r d i c k , She ldon V. Pardee, C h a r l e s S . L u t h e r , H . C . H u s t l e b y, Char les
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Scheck, Alexander M c I l r o y and A r t h u r B l e m a s t e r. I n 1935, a new h i g h schoo l was
b u i l t on Lake S t r e e t oppos i te t h e o l d U n i o n School. The ground-breaking c e r e ‑
monies were h e l d in A p r i l , 1935, and t h e b u i l d i n g was erec ted at an approximate
c o s t o f $220,000. Ded ica t i on ceremonies were h e l d abou t one year l a t e r .

Prominent g u e s t s who a t tended t h e ceremonies were: M i s s Gaze l le Ho f fman ,
D i s t r i c t Superintendent; Thomas M a r k s , P res iden t of t h e W i l s o n School Board ;
A r t h u r B l e m a s t e r , P r i n c i p a l ; R o b e r t B u r c h , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S e n i o r C l a s s ; Ora
P e t t i t , Alumni Representat ive; G. H e r b e r t S w i c k , who read t h e school h i s t o r y ;
M r s . H e l e n P e t t i t S w a l l o w, one of t h e fi r s t g raduates o f t h e Un ion Schoo l ; L . H.
B l e y ; A r c h i t e c t ; and D r . Russel C a r t e r , Gues t Speaker.

The new school had a combined gymnasium and a u d i t o r i u m , a l s o homemaking,
a g r i c u l t u r a l and commercial depar tmen ts . There was a l s o a l i b r a r y , c a f e t e r i a ,
and i n t e r - c o m s y s t e m t h r o u g h o u t t h e s c h o o l .

‘ B u s i n g o f h i g h school s t u d e n t s f r o m r u r a l a r e a s s t a r t e d i m m e d i a t e l y and
i n t h e n e x t f ew y e a r s severa l a d d i t i o n s were made t o t h e f a c u l t y . These inc luded
a p h y s i c a l educat ion i n s t r u c t o r f o r g i r l s , a n i n d u s t r i a l a r t s t e a c h e r , a second
music teacher f o r grades and r u r a l s c h o o l s , f u l l - t i m e l i b r a r i a n and a par t - t ime
d e n t a l h y g i e n i s t .

THE WILSON CENTRAL SCHOOL

The Wilson Cent ra l Rura l School D i s t r i c t was organized under A r t h u r W.
B l e m a s t e r , P r i n c i p a l , o n J u n e 2 5 , 1941. H e was t h e fi r s t P r i n c i p a l o f t h e C e n t r a ‑
l i z e d D i s t r i c t w h i c h operated i n t h e T h i r d S u p e r v i s o r y D i s t r i c t o f N i a g a r a C o u n t y
under M i s s Gaze l le H o f f m a n , D i s t r i c t Superintendent of Schools.

W i t h t h e o rgan i za t i on o f t h e c e n t r a l schoo l s y s t e m , a l l r u r a l d i s t r i c t s i n
t h e Town o f W i l s o n became p a r t o f t h e new l a r g e r d i s t r i c t , b u t i t wasn't u n t i l
1955 t h a t a l l d i s t r i c t s fi n a l l y v o t e d t o c l o s e t h e i r schools .

D i s t r i c t N o . 2 was l a t e r ceded t o t h e Newfane R u r a l School s y s t e m , and D i s ‑
t r i c t s N o . 9 , 1 and 1 0 o f Cambr ia j o i n e d t h e W i l s o n Schoo l D i s t r i c t abou t 1946.
D i s t r i c t s N o . 5 , 6 and 9 o f t h e Town o f P o r t e r , (who had p r e v i o u s l y j o i n e d t o g e t h e r
to f o r m t h e Ransomvi l le U n i o n Schoo l D i s t r i c t ) a l s o v o t e d to j o i n W i l s o n in A p r i l ,
1954.

The Ransomville S c h o o l , wh ich was b u i l t in 1939, was a m o d e r n , s i x r o o m b r i c k
b u i l d i n g w i t h k i n d e r g a r t e n and grades one t h r o u g h e i g h t . The seventh and e i g h t h
grade s tudents were s e n t to W i l s o n a f t e r Ransomvi l le j o i n e d t h e W i l s o n D i s t r i c t .

The 1943-44 W i l s o n C e n t r a l Schoo l D i r e c t o r yo f t h e T h i r d S u p e r v i s o r D i s t r i c t
l i s t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g personnel :

M i s s M. G a z e l l e H o f f m a n , D i s t r i c t Super intendent ; A r t h u r W. B l e m a s t e r , P r i n c i ‑
p a l ; G l o r i a Shuman, S e c r e t a r y ; Wesley C h u r c h i l l , V i c e - P r i n c i p a l ; M r s . Mar ion E .
Schermerhorn ; D o r o t h y Dehn; M r s . G r a c e S i n g e r ; M r s . June C a s l e r ; M r s . Max ine Gnage;
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M r s . Jean H i l l ; M r s . He len H i m l e y ; M r s . P h y l l i s Gray ; Jerome K l a t w i t t e r ; A l b e r t
Wa i te ; B e t t y Thom; E d i t h Swann; Mary Schwe i t ze r ; Anthony Barone; Be rna rd Connors;
and S y b i l Murdock.

J u n i o r H i g h teachers were C a t h e r i n e McLel lan; E t h e l Dikeman; E v e l y n F r i e n d l y ;
M r s . M a r i o n Campbel l and He len B o l t o n .

Grade teachers were L o t t a E . Coombs, S i x t h ; Anna H a m i l t o n , F i f t h ; Grace E v a n s ,
‘Fourth; A l m i r a B u r c h , T h i r d ; R u t h H a m b l i n , Second; M r s . E r n e s t i n e Wa lpo le , F i r s t
and Doro thy A l l g e i e r , F i r s t . M r s . M a r g a r e t Walker was D i r e c t o r o f t h e c a f e t e r i a .

R u r a l schoo ls s t i l l o p e r a t i n g u n d e r t h e c e n t r a l i z e d d i s t r i c t were D i s t r i c t
No. 2 t a u g h t by M r s . Mary Cal lahan; D i s t r i c t N o . 4 , M r s . F lorence Swick; D i s t r i c t
N o . 5 , M r s . M a r i o n M c M i l l i a n ; D i s t r i c t No . 6 , E l o i s e J . Sm i t h ; D i s t r i c t N o . 8 ,
He len Stevens; D i s t r i c t No . 9, L o u i s e B. S m i t h ; D i s t r i c t N o . 1 0 , H e l e n Juswiak;
D i s t r i c t N o . 1 2 , E . May S t a c y.

S e r v i n g o n t h e Board o f E d u c a t i o n t h a t y e a r were Thomas A . Marks , P r e s i d e n t ;
E a r l Brydges , Vice~Pres iden t ; Ray F i t c h , Oscar Munch, W i r t Wakeman and James
C o r n e l l ,  C l e r k .

A c t i v i t i e s and Growth

P r i o r t o 1927, baseba l l and baske tba l l had no o f fi c i a l school back ing. A l l
b a l l games were p layed at O l c o t t and basketba l l games were h e l d in the o l d h a l l
behind Middleton's D r u g s t o r e .

The fi r s t h i g h school baske tba l l team was organ ized in 1919 and George M idd le ‑
t o n p r o v i d e d t h e fi n a n c i a l b a c k i n g f o r u n i f o r m s and equipment . M i ke Sweeney
vo lun tee red as Coach and t h e fi r s t members o f h i s team were Kenneth Tower, R u s s e l l
H u r l b u r t , G lenn B u l l , H a r o l d M a y e r, P a u l M i d d l e t o n , and H a r o l d M i d d l e t o n .

A s m a l l g i r l ' s g l e e c l u b was o r g a n i z e d b y M r s . R u s s e l l ( M a r j o r i e ) H u r l b u r t
i n 1930 and a boy 's c h o i r was s t a r t e d i n 1938. A mixed chorus was i n t r o d u c e d
i n 1946 and a J u n i o r H i g h c h o i r was s t a r t e d t h e same y e a r b y M i s s S n y d e r. The
fi r s t s c h o o l band was o r g a n i z e d i n 1935 u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f Anthony B a r o n e .

O the r g r o u p s t h a t m e t i n t h e s c h o o l d u r i n g t h e 1940's i n c l u d e d t h e J u n i o r
Red Cross u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f M i s s B r u n e t t i , a d v i s o r . They r e c e i v e d a c i t a t i o n
f r o m t h e U . S . Army f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e s a t F o r t N i a g a r a d u r i n g W o r l d War I I .

The F u t u r e Farmers of Amer i can , "The Wi l son Gleaners" , m e t w i t h A l b e r t Wa i t e ,
a d v i s o r , and was t h e s i x t e e n t h chap te r c h a r t e r e d i n New York S t a t e . The L i b r a r y
C o u n c i l was o r g a n i z e d i n 1942 b y M r s . Dona ld G r a y , a d v i s o r and t h e A r t C l u b was
s t a r t e d in 1946 by M i s s M ine rva Immershein.

The W i l s o n Boy S c o u t s and G i r l S c o u t s sponsored by t h e W i l s o n L i o n s C l u b ,
a l s o m e t in t h e s c h o o l . Wesley C h u r c h i l l was Scou tmas te r o f Troop #21, and R e v.
L y l e Owens was h i s a s s i s t a n t .

G i r l Scout Troop # 1 was l e d b y M r s . M i l d r e d E . Croop , and she was a s s i s t e d
b y M r s . Redder and M i s s B r u n e t t i o f t h e grade s c h o o l f a c u l t y . B r o w n i e t r o o p #35
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was a l s o under t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f M r s . C roop and A s s i s t a n t Brownie l e a d e r s were
M r s . H a r r y S y l v i e s and M r s . Gwen W r i g h t .

I n 1945, M r . L . E r n e s t T a r r was appointed P r i n c i p a l , and d u r i n g h i s fi r s t
y e a r t h e C lass o f '46 publ ished a centennial a n n i v e r s a r y i s s u e o f t h e school's
yearbook, "The Crest" . I t was a h i s t o r i c a l mas te rp iece and fea tu red a school
h i s t o r y w r i t t e n b y Mary L o u H u r l b u r t and h e r c l a s s a d v i s o r , M i s s D o r o t h y H . Dehn.

The yearbook contained many r a r e pho tos i n c l u d i n g one of p u p i l s s t a n d i n g
befo re the P e t t i t S t r e e t school i n 1887 w i t h t h e i r t e a c h e r , Grace LeVan . Another
showed a r e u n i o n o f t h e "Ph i lade lph ian Club" in 1873 w i t h members s t a n d i n g n e x t
to t h e o l d C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e . There w e r e a l s o numerous o l d photographs of
f o r m e r school groups and teachers d a t i n g f r o m t h e l a t e 1800's th rough 1946.

S p o r t s began t o p l a y a g r e a t e r r o l l a t t h e school when Wa l t e r H u t c h i s o n was
r e t a i n e d i n 1946. I n a d d i t i o n t o w e l l - o r g a n i z e d b a s e b a l l and b a s k e t b a l l t e a m s ,
a s i x - m a n f o o t b a l l t e a m was s t a r t e d . Under "Hutch's" s k i l l f u l c o a c h i n g , W i l s o n
won fi v e Niagara-Or leans championships.

Track was added t o the s p o r t s program i n 1948, and W i l s o n won t h e N i a g a r a ‑
Or leans t rack t i t l e f o r t e n consecutive y e a r s . Cross C o u n t r y was added in 1949
w i t h Wi lson w i n n i n g fi v e championships o u t of t h e i r fi r s t s i x years of competi t ion.
Coach Hutchison's team a l s o won f o u r C l a s s "A" championships in v a r s i t y basebal l .

Eleven-man f o o t b a l l was added to t h e s p o r t s curr icu lum in 1953, and t e n n i s ,
t h e l a s t major s p o r t added to the program, was s ta r ted in the l a t e 1950's.

The populat ion of the school more than t r i p l e d under the administrat ion of
M r . Ta r r and numerous b u i l d i n g programs w e r e i n i t i a t e d .

F o u r rooms were added t o t h e m a i n b u i l d i n g i n 1946 and i n 1948, t h e v o t e r s
approved t h e a d d i t i o n o f s i x new rooms i n c l u d i n g t w o l a v a t o r i e s , f a c u l t y r o o m s ,
and h i g h school gu idance o f fi c e .

Improvements to t h e main b u i l d i n g were a g a i n approved in 1952 which added
n i n e more r o o m s , t w o m o r e l a v a t o r i e s , double gymnasium, l o c k e r r o o m s , a t h l e t i c
equipment r o o m s , p h y s i c a l t r a i n i n g r o o m s , t w o o f fi c e s , f a c u l t y r o o m and a l a v a ‑
t o r y and commercial s u i t e . The o l d gymnasium was then converted i n t o an a u d i ‑
t o r i u m and a d d i t i o n a l o f fi c e space was prov ided .

U p t o t h e y e a r 1955, t h e o l d U n i o n School was used f o r i n d u s t r i a l a r t s , a g r i ‑
c u l t u r e and seve ra l academic c l a s s e s . B u t in t h e F a l l of 1955, t w o rooms in t h e
basement w e r e c losed b y o f fi c i a l s o f t h e S t a t e Educa t ion D e p a r t m e n t .

I n 1956, t h e d i s t r i c t v o t e r s approved a n o t h e r b u i l d i n g program which inc luded
r e m o d e l i n g t h e U n i o n School and c o n s t r u c t i n g a new s i x t e e n room e l e m e n t a r y grade
school one q u a r t e r m i l e e a s t o f t h e h i g h schoo l . I t was a l s o decided t o add t w o
classrooms to t h e Ransomvi l le schoo l .

The o l d U n i o n School was remodeled as planned, b u t c l a s s e s were never h e l d
in i t . Tragedy s t ruck on A u g u s t 2, 1957 , when a spark f r o m a nearby fi r e i g n i t e d
s h i n g l e s o n t h e school's r o o f and burned o u t t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e b u i l d i n g . ( A
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new town h a l l was l a t e r b u i l t o n t h e s i t e , and o n May 7 , 1976, t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i ‑
c a l S o c i e t y e r e c t e d a marker to commemorate t h e o l d C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e and U n i o n
F r e e S c h o o l . )

Soon a f t e r t h e f a t a l fi r e , a v o c a t i o n a l b u i l d i n g was b u i l t n o r t h e a s t o f t h e
new h i g h s c h o o l to accomodate t h r e e i n d u s t r i a l a r t shops, c l ass room, l a v a t o r y
and garage.

The a d d i t i o n to t h e Ransomv i l l e schoo l was completed in 1957, as w e l l as
t h e new elementary schoo l in W i l s o n w h i c h was g i v e n t h e name "Thomas Marks" in
honor o f t h e man who had done s o much f o r e d u c a t i o n i n Wi l son .

In 1960, a p r o p o s a l was made and approved by t h e v o t e r s to b u i l d a new gymnasium
o n t o the R a n s o m v i l l e s c h o o l and t w e l v e new c lassrooms and c a f e t e r i a o n t h e Thomas
Marks Schoo l .

M r . Marks se rved f o r t w e n t y - t h r e e y e a r s o n t h e Wi l son Schoo l B o a r d , t w e n t y ‑
one a s P r e s i d e n t . D u r i n g t h a t t i m e h e was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n p r o m o t i n g fi v e ma jo r
b u i l d i n g programs. Some o the r prominent community leaders who served on the Board
d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d inc luded G. Herber t Sw ick , Howard Pease, J . J . Duxbury, M.
C a r l Jacques, Clarence Johnson, Ray F i t c h , Roy B l a k e , E a r l C a r r i g a n , Haro ld Teague,
Henry S t o c k w e l l , Dan C a r t e r , A l l a n H i n c h l i f f e , H . Kayner, Oscar Munch, W i r t Wake‑
man, Rex S t a c y, R u s s e l l H u r l b u r t , Sen. E a r l Brydges , M iss M . G a z e l l e Hoffman,
D i s t r i c t Superintendent and James C. C o r n e l l , C l e r k .

Educat ion kep t pace w i t h the b u i l d i n g program, and in 1948, a d u l t educat ion
was introduced f o r the fi r s t t ime . D r i v e r t r a i n i n g was s t a r t e d in 1951, and classes
f o r t h e m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d w e r e i n i t i a t e d i n 1957.

B y 1960, e i g h t y p e r c e n t o f t h e s t u d e n t s who e n r o l l e d i n t h e seventh grade
remained i n schoo l t o g radua te . O f t h i s number, fi f t y - f o u r p e r c e n t e n r o l l e d
i n c o l l e g e o r t e c h n i c a l schoo l s . ,

Th i s h i g h l e v e l of academic achievement c o n t i n u e d and in 1961 t h e r e were t e n
d i s t i n c t programs a s w e l l a s t h r e e c o l l e g e p r e p a r a t o r y programs. There w e r e a l s o
f a c i l i t i e s f o r i n d u s t r i a l a r t s , a r t and homemaking.

In summing up t h e school 's p r o g r e s s t h r o u g h t h e s i x t i e s , o n e m i g h t s a y t h a t
t h e "Ernie T a r r Years" saw t h e W i l s o n S c h o o l s m a t u r e i n t o o n e o f t h e b e t t e r educa ‑
t i o n a l s y s t e m s i n N i a g a r a C o u n t y. M r . T a r r was made S u p e r v i s i n g P r i n c i p a l i n
1960, and r e t i r e d fi v e y e a r s l a t e r i n 1965.

M r . P e t e r Saggese was t h e fi r s t P r i n c i p a l o f t h e Thomas Marks Schoo l and
M r . R i c h a r d Schmid le became t h e H i g h Schoo l P r i n c i p a l in 1961. O t h e r we l l -known
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i n c l u d e d M r . A r c h i e P e t t y and M r . Be rne K e n t who se rved a s schoo l
g u i d a n c e counse lors f o r about t w e n t y y e a r s .

M r s . L y d i a S o u t h a r d o f t h e W i l s o n f a c u l t y was a p p o i n t e d p a r t - t i m e t e a c h e r
and p r i n c i p a l o f t h e Ransomv i l l e Schoo l i n 1955. She stopped t e a c h i n g in 1957
to become P r i n c i p a l and D i r e c t o r o f E a r l y Secondary E d u c a t i o n a t Ransomv i l l e .
I n 1961 she was a p p o i n t e d f u l i - t i m e P r i n c i p a l . M r s . S o u t h a r d r e t i r e d i n 1970.
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As t h e decade of t h e 70's g o t underway, Agnes J . Goodman served as Pres iden t o f
t h e Wi l son School Board. O t h e r t r u s t e e s w e r e Donald B a e h r, Char les Gamble, Don
L a fl e r , W i l l i a m 0. P i e r s o n , W. H. S tevenson and C l i f f o r d S t e v e n s .

Jack R. Te r r y was Super in tendent of S c h o o l s , Thomas P a l i s a n o was P r i n c i p a l
o f t h e S e n i o r H i g h School and Wesley Johnson was P r i n c i p a l o f t h e J u n i o r H i g h
Schoo l . R ichard J . Z ipp was P r i n c i p a l o f t h e Thomas Marks E lementa ry School and
Denn is M a l l a s t was P r i n c i p a l of t h e Ransomvi l le E lementa ry School.

B e a t r i c e Rockwood, D i r e c t o r o f t h e School Lunch Program was g i v e n pe rm iss ion
to charge a l l s tuden ts a maximum of f o r t y c e n t s f o r a C lass A l u n c h w i t h soup,
p r o v i d i n g t h e r a t e would s u s t a i n a s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g p rog ram. I n t h e s p o r t s a r e a ,
a "Booster" C lub was formed f o r t h e pu rpose of a s s i s t i n g t h e school to back i n t e r ‑
s c h o l a s t i c c o m p e t i t i o n .

I n 1971, Cha r l es Gamble was e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t o f t h e School B o a r d , and i n
t h e F a l l o f ' 72 , R icha rd J. Z i p p was promoted to the p o s i t i o n of Super in tendent
of Schoo ls . M r . Z i p p est imated t h a t 2,137 s t u d e n t s would e n r o l l t h a t y e a r , and
as evidence of t h e school's s t e a d y g r o w t h , e l e v e n new teachers were added.

The Wi lson School D i s t r i c t took an impress ive s t e p forward when the d i s t r i c t
t a x p a y e r s voted t o a l l o w a n imposing new c o n s t r u c t i o n p l a n i n t h e J u n i o r - S e n i o r
H i g h School t o inc lude n i n e new c l a s s r o o m s , a band and chora l room, l i b r a r y and
media c e n t e r , k i t c h e n , d i n i n g room and new gymnasiun.

A bond referendum f o r $1,500,000 was approved to cover cons t ruc t ion c o s t s ,
new f u r n i t u r e , equipment, a r c h i t e c t r u a l f e e s , l e g a l fees and a l l o t h e r c o s t s a s s o ‑
c i a t e d w i t h the renova t ion p r o j e c t .

From 1970 t h r o u g h 1975, i t was est imated t h a t t h e c o s t o f e d u c a t i n g students
in N i a g a r a Coun ty inc reased on an average o f 44.5%, and t h a t these c o s t s were
absorbed a lmos t e n t i r e l y by p r o p e r t y t a x e s . Some r e l i e f was prov ided l a t e r , how ‑
e v e r , when t h e N i a g a r a County Board o f Superv isors passed a r e s o l u t i o n to share
s a l e s t a x r e v e n u e s w i t h a l l c o u n t y s c h o o l s .

In 1980, a f t e r W i l l i a m O'Connor was appointed P r e s i d e n t of t h e School B o a r d ,
e i g h t Apple I I Computers w e r e acqu i r ed f o r t h e schoo l s i g n a l i n g t h e e n t r a n c e of
t h e school i n t o t h e computer a g e .

T h i s w a s a l a r g e s t e p f o r w a r d in t h e school 's instruct ional s e r v i c e s , h o w e v e r ,
s i n c e t h a t t ime o n , t h e advancement in t e a c h i n g and students’ achievements w e r e
o u t s t a n d i n g .

S tuden ts h a v e a l s o shown a p o s i t i v e t r e n d in a l l New Yo r k S t a t e and N a t i o n a l
Achievement t e s t s , w i t h an o u t s t a n d i n g 7% of each s e n i o r c l a s s r e c e i v i n g New Yo r k
S t a t e Regen ts S c h o l a r s h i p s .

Per formance in s p o r t s is a l s o at a h i g h l e v e l w i t h t h e schoo l p r o d u c i n g cham‑
p i o n f o o t b a l l and g i r l s ' s o f t b a l l t e a m s . There h a s a l s o b e e n many r e c o r d s s e t
b y t h e J u n i o r V a r s i t y s o f t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l a n d b a s k e t b a l l t e a m s .
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I n 1987, M r s . Janet S p o r l e d e r , a r e t i r e d home economics t e a c h e r , gave u p
h e r s e v e n t e e n y e a r s p o s i t i o n a s a member o f t h e W i l s o n School Board and was c r e d i ‑
t e d w i t h hav ing implemented one o f t h e school's b e s t p e r i o d i c a l s - - T h e "D is t r i c t
I n f o r m a t i o n D i g e s t , ( D I D ) , wh ich i n f o r m s a l l t h e d i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s about s t u d e n t
a c t i v i t i e s and schedules and a l s o r e p o r t s any p e n d i n g changes i n c u r r i c u l u m o r
necessa ry b u i l d i n g expend i tu res .

The W i l s o n E d u c a t i o n a l System has come a l o n g way s i n c e t h e fi r s t l o g s c h o o l ‑
house was b u i l t i n 1819 o n t h e Lake Road about o n e m i l e e a s t o f t h e p r e s e n t V i l l a g e .

* * * * * * * *

JACK O'LANTERN DAYS

June is t h a t happy t i m e o f y e a r when h i g h s c h o o l g radua tes r e c e i v e t h e i r
hard-earned d ip lomas and a t t e m p t t o a d j u s t t h e i r l i v e s t o a n e v e r - c h a n g i n g com‑
p e t i t i v e w o r l d .

Today, Wi lson C e n t r a l School w i l l t u r n o u t about 115 graduates--60 years
ago, the s i t u a t i o n was q u i t e d i f f e r e n t . I n 1928, f o r example, t h e sen io r c lass
had o n l y s e v e n t e e n members--a r a t h e r c o n v i n c i n g i n d i c a t i o n of how t h e Wi lson School
System has grown s ince then.

I t was the y e a r be fo re the f a t a l s tock market c r a s h , b u t s tudents r e c e i v i n g
t h e i r diplomas t h a t y e a r probab ly had no reason to f e a r f o r t h e f u t u r e . The J u n i o r
Class Magazine, "The Jack O'Lantern", was publ ished t h r e e t imes t h a t school yea r
and E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f was B u r t J e n n i n g s ; C l a r e n c e J o h n s o n , J r . was A s s i s t a n t E d i t o r ;
and Thelma Wol fe was A d v e r t i s i n g E d i t o r .

The Commencement i s s u e f e a t u r e d t h e p i c t u r e s of t h e S e n i o r Class-some of
whom would j o i n t h e Wi l son H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y many years l a t e r . Some o f those
who d i d were: Maxine F i t c h , P r e s i d e n t ; Kenneth W e l k e r, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ; Thelma
Ward, S e c r e t a r y ; James Gnage, T r e a s u r e r ; a l s o H e l e n P i g g i n s , E l i z a b e t h Jacques ,
B e a t r i c e Demmin, B e a t r i c e G e a r t z , E l t o n W i l s o n , H a r o l d D o n n e r, Genev ieve Lampkins,
B e a t r i c e S c h r a d e r, S t e l l a D u x b u r y, G r a c e Wate rman , Wilma D u n k l e y, C a r r i e S t a c y
and B e a t r i c e K r u g e r .

P r a c t i c a l l y a l l t h e B u s i n e s s e s t h a t a d v e r t i s e d i n t h e J u n i o r C l a s s p u b l i c a ‑
t i o n a r e n o l o n g e r i n W i l s o n - - a n o t h e r i n d i c a t i o n o f how t h e f a c e o f W i l s o n has
changed in t h e p a s t s i x t y y e a r s .

Among t h e s e were Douglas P e a s e , who s o l d Hudson and Essex c a r s ; W i l l i a m B e l l ,
Farm Implements; M. H. S c h r a d e r, Farm Implements, C a r s and Tr u c k s ; D. W. C a r t e r ,
Baske ts , Ladders and Spray M a t e r i a l s ; D r . J . 0 . M o o r e , Ve t e r i n a r i a n ; R . S . Chu rch ,
t h e Wi l son Greenhouse; L i l a P i g g i n s , G r o c e r i e s ; W. G. L e e t c h , G e n e r a l T r u c k i n g ;
L . W . S m i t h , C l o t h i n g ; John A . B u r n s , M.D.3 J . E . P e t t i t , C o a l and Feed; F. W .
H o w e l l , L i n c o l n , F o r d and Fordson T r a c t o r s ; R. N e v i n s , Barbershop; G. E. G i l l i s ,
Genera l Hardware; H . S . S t o c k w e l l , T i r e s ; F. H . D u x b u r y, G r o c e r i e s and Meats;
Bent's Greenhouse; George's H o t s , Hamburgers, Tobacco and I c e Cream; a l s o c o m p l i ‑
m e n t a r y ads b y A r t h u r Dobbs, V i c t o r B e r l i n , A l l e n H i n c h l i f f e , Reeves Garage,
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W i l s o n Lumber Company and t h e W i l s o n S t a t e Bank.

I f t h e p i c t u r e o f t h e W i l s o n H i g h School Baseba l l Team i s any i n d i c a t i o n ,
t hey were a h a p p y, congenial- looking group and members of t h e squad were Clarence
Johnson , J r . M a n a g e r, Kenneth W e l k e r , C a p t a i n , a l s o M i l b u r n Campbell , Lee D u n k e r,
S t e w a r t W i l s o n , Donald Haden, A r t h u r H a r b i s o n , Howard P e a s e , E l t o n W i l s o n , S t e w a r t
W. W e l k e r , James Gnage and B u r t J e n n i n g s .

The magazine fea tu red another i n t e r e s t i n g p i c t u r e showing members o f t h e
e i g h t h grade i n 1928, and some o f t h e names t h a t caught o u r eye were Ronald S w i c k ,
W h i t n e y Barnum, Grace L i t c h a r d , D o r o t h y H a n e r , E l o i s e S m i t h , Kenneth G i f f o r d ,
F l o r e n c e S h e e l e r , Leona L o r t , H e l e n S t e v e n s , M a r j o r i e Swick and L y d i a Southard,
t e a c h e r.

The "Jack O'Lantern" was fi l l e d w i t h a number o f i n t e r e s t i n g i t e m s , and one
described a t r i p to t h e once famous Shredded Wheat F a c t o r y in N i a g a r a F a l l s by
members of t h e economics c l a s s . C a r r i e M a r t i n was t h e i r t e a c h e r , and those who
accompanied h e r w e r e He len H u g u e n o r, B e a t r i c e K r u g e r , F l o r e n c e F r e d e r i c k s , Holman
O'Connor, J. D. D u x b u r y, James Gnage, B u r t J e n n i n g s , L o y a l K e p n e r , S t e w a r t Welker
and Charles C la rk .

When they a r r i ved a t the p l a n t , t he group reg i s te red and were then taken
by a guide to the t o p fl o o r where t h e y were shown the va r ious executive o f fi c e s .
They n e x t saw the machines t h a t c l eaned , shredded and baked and packed t h e cereal .
No t o n l y was a l l food made a t the f a c t o r y , b u t a l so the boxes i n which the shredded
wheat was packed.

A l l machinery at the p l a n t was designed by the company's own draftsmen and
t h e p l a n t had t h e r e p u t a t i o n n a t i o n a l l y a s one o f t h e c leanes t f o o d f a c t o r i e s
i n t h e w o r l d . O the r f a c i l i t i e s i n c l u d e d a l a r g e r e c r e a t i o n h a l l , l i b r a r y , d i n i n g
h a l l s and a depar tment f o r research work . D o c t o r s and n u r s e s were a l s o on d u t y
i n case anyone was i n j u r e d o r needed med ica l a t t e n t i o n .

A popular s a y i n g at t h e t i m e was: " y o u haven't seen N i a g a r a F a l l s u n t i l
y o u go th rough t h e Shredded Wheat Fac tory. "

* * * * * * * *
GUARDIANS OF THE HOME

When one t u r n s back t h e pages of Wilson's h i s t o r y , t h e r e is one t h i n g t h a t
r e a l l y stands o u t - - t h e number o f fi r e s t h a t p lagued t h e V i l l a g e around t h e t u r n
o f t h e c e n t u r y .

The Masonic b l a z e fi r e of 1890 was perhaps o n e of t h e w o r s t because it n o t
o n l y des t royed t h e p l a n t and o f fi c e s o f t h e W i l s o n " S t a r " , b u t a l s o t h e o f fi c e
of S u r v e y o r Dox where a f o r t y y e a r accumulation of maps and c h a r t s w e r e des t royed .
The m o s t damaging fi r e i n Wilson's h i s t o r y was t h e h o l o c a u s t o f 1901 when t h e e n t i r e
b u s i n e s s a r e a on t h e n o r t h s i d e o f Young S t r e e t was des t royed by fl a m e s .

115



GUARDIANS OF THE HOME (Cont inued)

Many o f t he fi r e s around the V i l l a g e were be l i eved to have been s e t by an
a r s o n i s t , and o l d t i m e r s l i k e t h e l a t e Ru th Stedman r e c a l l e d t h a t everyone was
s o f e a r f u l o f fi r e , t h e y would s e t buckets o f w a t e r around t h e house b e f o r e r e t i r i n g .

A l though r e s o r t h o t e l s l i k e t h e S u t h e r l a n d , P i t t s b u r g and Tower House burned
down, and churches l i k e t h e F i r s t B a p t i s t and P r e s b y t e r i a n were des t royed, r e s i ‑
dents would s t i l l n o t a c c e p t t h e need f o r a fi r e company. I n f a c t , t h e p r o p o s i t i o n
was p resen ted t w i c e a f t e r t h e Masonic B laze o f 1890 and t w i c e was v o t e d down.

B y 1923, t h e need f o r fi r e p r o t e c t i o n fi n a l l y began t o "s ink i n " , and o n
September 17 th a company was o r g a n i z e d w i t h E r n e s t H o r t o n , P r e s i d e n t and Char les
Crawford , F i r e C h i e f .

I n t h e e a r l y days o f o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e company m e t i n s e v e r a l l o c a t i o n s l i k e
Horton's Hardware, Bigg ins ' B lacksmi th Shop and t h e cobblestone o f fi c e of L u t h e r
Wi l son w h i c h s t o o d n e x t t o h i s home a t t h e c o r n e r o f Young and Lake S t r e e t s .

S ince t h e vo lun teers had no funds to work w i t h , u s i n g orange c r a t e s a t meet ings
f o r s e a t s wasn't a l l t h a t u n u s u a l . T h e i r fi r s t equipment c o n s i s t e d of t w o hose
c a r t s borrowed from the Town of Newfane. In order to r a i s e money to buy t h e i r
own, a se r i es o f f und - ra i s i ng e v e n t s were h e l d .

The fi r s t was a ba l l oon dance, so named because a number of them were re leased
w i t h some c o n t a i n i n g d o l l a r b i l l s , and t h e l u c k y fi n d e r cou ld g a i n f r e e admission
to Middleton's H a l l where the dance was h e l d .

The F i r e Company's by- laws were adopted August 22, 1924, and the fi r s t o f fi c e r s
were A . E . H o r t o n , P r e s i d e n t ; B i l l L a s h n e r, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ; H a r r y B i g g i n s , F i r e
C h i e f , Frank L a s h n e r, A s s i s t a n t F i r e C h i e f , C l a r e Coe, Tr e a s u r e r ; and H . W. S m i t h ,
S e c r e t a r y. The fi r s t F i e l d Day was h e l d A u g u s t 30 , 1924, and t h i s annual fund
r a i s i n g a f f a i r c o n t i n u e s t o t h i s day a s o n e o f t h e company's ma in f u n d - r a i s i n g
e v e n t s .

On March 14 , 1925, a LaFrance pumper was purchased f o r $12,000 a n d , in r e s t o r e d
c o n d i t i o n , "Old Betsey" i s s t i l l a f a m i l i a r s i g h t t o Wi l son r e s i d e n t s . Trucks
t h a t were added s i n c e i n c l u d e a 1952 Seagrave pumper; a 1958 Ward-LaFrance h i g h
p r e s s u r e pumper; a 1961, 1500 g a l l o n t a n k t r u c k ; a 1966 Young , h i g h p r e s s u r e
r e c o n d i t i o n e d t r u c k ; a 1974, 1250 g.p .m, . a e r i a l l a d d e r ; a 1979 Ward , D e t r o i t
D i e s e l , 1500 g a l l o n p u m p e r. The company a l s o b o a s t s a r e c e n t l y p u r c h a s e d 2 5 f o o t
Bos ton Whaler f o r w a t e r r e s c u e o p e r a t i o n s .

The W i l s o n Vo lun tee r Emergency Ambulance S e r v i c e began in 1945 unde r t h e
l e a d e r s h i p o f B i l l Ganshaw, L l o y d Duxbury and Ray F a r l e y and a used 1934 B u i c k
se rved as t h e i r fi r s t ambulance. B r u c e F i t t r o was t h e fi r s t p a t i e n t and an ambu‑
l ance h a l l was opened on Young S t r e e t in 1976.

The S o u t h W i l s o n Vo lun tee r F i r e Company was o r g a n i z e d i n 1952 and i n c o r p o r a t e d
i n 1953. A f t e r a s e r i e s o f f u n d - r a i s i n g e v e n t s , t h e y moved i n t o t h e i r new s t a t i o n
on Chestnut Road, October 20, 1955. The new company shared w i t h Wi l son the r e s p o n ‑
s i b i l i t y f o r fi r e p r o t e c t i o n i n t h e Town. I n a d d i t i o n t o fund r a i s e d b y t h e i r own
a c t i v i t e s , t h e companies r e c e i v e a d d i t i o n a l s u p p o r t f r o m t h e Town and t h e V i l l a g e .
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The fi r s t o f fi c e r s o f t h e South W i l s o n Company were M a r s h a l l C r a m e r, P r e s i d e n t ;
Leonard Daunce, S e c r e t a r y ; E lmer Zolyome, T r e a s u r e r ; M e r r i t T h i l k , F i r e C h i e f ;
and Leonard S c h u l t z , A s s i s t a n t F i r e C h i e f .

T h e i r fi r s t fi r e t r u c k was a 1955 Ward LaFrance pumper, and l a t e r equipment
i n c l u d e d a 1959 t a n k t r u c k purchased f r o m M i l l e r Hose in Newfane; a 1968 Ward
LaFrance pumper; a 1973 Equipment Truck; and a 1985 E - 1 pumper w i t h D e t r o i t D i e s e l ,
1,500 g . p . m . m o t o r .

Bo th fi r e companies have a c t i v e we l l -o rgan ized Lad ies A u x i l i a r i e s and b o t h
companies con t inue t o e a r n t h e r e s p e c t and a d m i r a t i o n o f a l l a rea r e s i d e n t s whom
they s e r v e .

SINGER WAS MODEL FOR IRON FIREMAN

M r s . I r m a ( S i n g e r ) Woodcock o f S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F l o r i d a , r e v e a l e d some i n t e r e s ‑
t i n g h i s t o r y about the o r i g i n of t h e Wi lson F i r e Company's " I r o n Fireman", and
noted t h a t i n 1886, h e r f a t h e r , George S i n g e r , was t h e model f o r the c a s t i n g .

George l i v e d in Lockpor t f o r s ix ty~- three years and in 1885, used to d e l i v e r
parcels f rom the Post O f fi c e t o t h e o l d r a i l r o a d depot f o r $1.00 a d a y. I n 1893,
he was promoted to house-to-house mai lman, and when he r e t i r e d in 1930, was work ‑
i n g a t the stamp window o f the M a i n S t r e e t Pos t O f fi c e .

S i n g e r b e l i e v e d t h a t one of t h e g r e a t e s t accomplishments of h i s l i f e happened
w h i l e h e was a member o f t h e A c t i v e Vo l u n t e e r Hose o n Wa l n u t S t r e e t , L o c k p o r t .
The Company decided to make an i r o n s t a t u e of a fi r e m a n f o r t h e i r h a l l , and G e o r g e ,
because o f h i s "Adonis" l i k e f e a t u r e s , was chosen t o b e t h e model.

The m o l d i n g shop o f John and Jabez Bramley on Elm S t r e e t was se lec ted to
d o t h e work , and young G e o r g e , dressed i n parade r e g a l i a , was "buried" under a
l o a d o f Red Creek C l a y . When t h e c l a y h a r d e n e d , i t was b r o k e n a p a r t s o h e c o u l d
g e t o u t , t h e n p u t t o g e t h e r a g a i n .

P l a s t e r o f P a r i s was poured down t h e neck open ing which made a p l a s t i c l i k e n e s s
o f young S i n g e r . The p l a s t i c model was used t o b u i l d a mold i n t h e sand i n t o
w h i c h mo l t en i r o n was poured.

Separa te impress ions were made o f h i s f a c e , head and h e l m e t , and these were
l a t e r welded to t h e i r o n b o d y. When t h e 960 pound s t a t u e was fi n a l l y completed,
i t was r a i s e d to t h e t o p of t h e Hose House on Wa l n u t S t r e e t where it remained
f o r 2 7 y e a r s .

When M r . S i n g e r fi r s t became a v o l u n t e e r fi r e m a n , fi r e wagons w e r e p u l l e d
by t w o men , and a "bucket br igade" s y s t e m was used to p u t o u t fi r e s . T h i n g s changed
a s t h e y e a r s r o l l e d b y and i n 1913, t h e C i t y o f L o c k p o r t decided t o have i t s own
p a i d fi r e - fi g h t i n g s y s t e m .
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The s t a t u e was then
moved to t h e f r o n t lawn of
the Exempt H a l l on Elm S t r e e t
where it remained f o r many
more y e a r s .

I n 1940, M r . S i n g e r
f e l t t h a t t h e s t a t u e was
be ing n e g l e c t e d , s o h e
ar ranged to have i t hau led
to Wi lson where t w o o f h i s
s o n s , Edward and L o u i s , were
v o l u n t e e r fi remen.

The s t a t u e t h e n became
a  f a m i l i a r  fi g u r e  i n  f r o n t
o f the Young S t r e e t F i r e H a l l .
A s l i g h t i n t e r r u p t i o n occur red
in 1963 when, in the dead of
n i g h t , some unknown c u l p r i t s
removed the s t a t u e .

The f o l l o w i n g day, a
phone c a l l a l e r t ed Wilson
Volunteers t h a t t h e i r o n
fi reman had somehow m i r a c u ‑
l o u s l y appeared in f r o n t of
t h e Ransomv i l l e F i r e H a l l .

It is somewhat a m y s t e r y
how t h e h a l f t o n s t a t u e was
moved to Ransomvil le as it
t ook s i x men and a t o w t r u c k
to r e t u r n "George" to h i s
r i g h t f u l p l a c e o n Young
S t r e e t .

* * * *& * * * *

DAYS OF THE HORSE-DRAWN I C E WAGON

Many e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s may remember those e a r l y days when e v e r y k i t c h e n had a n
i c e b o x , and e l e c t r i c r e f r i g e r a t o r s w e r e s t i l l a t h i n g o f t h e f u t u r e - - a n e r a when
p e r i s h a b l e foods w e r e p r e s e r v e d w i t h i c e c u t f r o m r i v e r s , creeks and ponds.

The horse-drawn i c e wagon was a f a m i l i a r s i g h t in most communities and c h i l d r e n
l i k e d t o g a t h e r a round and watch a s t h e husky i c e man would c h i p o f f a b l o c k o f
i c e , p i c k i t up w i t h h i s i c e t o n g s and swing i t to h i s leather-padded shoulder
f o r d e l i v e r y t o h i s c u s t o m e r s .
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DAYS OF THE HORSE-DRAWN ICE WAGON (Cont inued)

A s h e made h i s r o u n d s , y o u n g s t e r s would "snitch" f r o z e n morsels f r om t h e
wagon, and on a h o t summer d a y, t h e y w e r e a r e a l t r e a t . Most f a r m e r s recognized
t h a t i c e was a good w i n t e r cash c r o p , b u t t h e t r i c k was t o keep i t f r o m m e l t i n g .

They soon discovered t h a t i f i c e was p u t in a t i g h t b u i l d i n g and covered
w i t h sawdus t , i t c o u l d b e s t o r e d a l l summer. The l a t e E a r l A r m s t r o n g o n c e no ted
t h a t c u t t i n g i c e was a good way t o e a r n a few bucks.

A f a r m e r , w i t h team and wagon, cou ld g e t a d o l l a r f o r e v e r y l o a d , and i f
h e worked f rom dawn t o dusk could make fi v e o r s i x d o l l a r s a d a y. Much o f the
i c e c u t i n W i l s o n came f r o m Twelve M i l e C r e e k - - e s p e c i a l l y around Plumb's b r i d g e .
I t was g e n e r a l l y sawed i n t o 2 4 X 3 6 X 1 2 i n c h b l o c k s w i t h a c r o s s - c u t t y p e saw
w i t h hand le on one end. As t h e b l o c k s were c u t , t h e y were "fished" o u t of t h e
w a t e r w i t h p o l e hooks and i c e t o n g s . I t u s u a l l y t ook twe lve t o f o u r t e e n "cakes"
to fi l l a wagon b o x .

The l a t e Fay Campbell , who saw many changes in W i l s o n , a l s o remembered those
i c e - c u t t i n g days and r e a d i l y admi t t ed t h a t i t was p r e t t y h a r d work . The i c e was
"harvested" when it was b i t t e r c o l d ; and a c c o r d i n g to h i m , " I t was a p r e t t y good
i d e a n o t to s t a n d on t h e b l o c k you w e r e saw ing o r you m i g h t end up in t h e i c y
water."

There were a number o f i c e houses around t o w n , and one was behind t h e grocery
s t o r e t h a t Fay operated o n Young S t r e e t , ( l a t e r known a s N e v i e s ' ) . When i c e was
drawn i n , the blocks were p laced e i g h t or t e n inches f rom the o u t e r w a l l s , and
t h e space between was packed w i t h sawdust.

A d d i t i o n a l b locks were then chipped and stacked together u n t i l t h e requ i red
number were s e t in p l a c e and covered w i t h a t h i c k l a y e r of sawdust. This i c e ,
as w e l l as i c e s t o r e d at Hackett's g r o c e r y , was n o t s o l d to t h e p u b l i c b u t was
used to c o o l m e a t and pe r i shab le goods .

S ince t h e r e was a lways a c e r t a i n amount o f sh r i nkage o f t h e b l o c k s in s t o r a g e ,
i t was sometimes quest ionable whe the r t h e supp ly wou ld l a s t u n t i l summer's end.
M e r l e W i l s o n had a large i c e house n e a r t h e l a k e , and h e s u p p l i e d much o f t h e i c e
used i n t h e V i l l a g e . Each summer h e c o u l d b e seen d r i v i n g h i s p i c k - u p t r u c k around
making d e l i v e r i e s .

Use o f t h e i c e b o x began t o d e c l i n e i n t h e 1920's a s u s e o f e l e c t r i c r e f r i g e r a ‑
t o r s became more w idespread . H o w e v e r , some w e r e s t i l l a round up to t h e m i d 1930's.
I t i s b e l i e v e d t o h a v e been i n t h e l a t e 1920's when a r t i fi c i a l i c e was fi r s t made
a t t h e Loomis C o l d S t o r a g e i n W i l s o n .

R a i l r o a d r e f r i g e r a t o r c a r s w e r e backed i n t o a room a t t h e p l a n t where i c e
was s e n t down a c h u t e to fi l l compartments b u i l t i n t o each end of them. Peaches
and o t h e r pe r i shab le f r u i t s w e r e t h e n packed i n t o t h e c a r s and shipped to c i t i e s
around t h e c o u n t r y .

Wilson's p i c t u r e s q u e i c e - c u t t i n g b u s i n e s s w a s v e r y u s e f u l i n i t s d a y , b u t
i t i s u n l i k e l y many people wou ld c a r e t o v e n t u r e back i n t i m e and g i v e u p t h e
conveniences t h e y now e n j o y thanks t o e l e c t r i c i t y and a r t i fi c i a l r e f r i g e r a t i o n .
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VOLUNTEERS BUILT SIDEWALK

The l a t e E a r l Armstrong grew up in Wi lson and l a t e r became a N i a g a r a County
Deputy S h e r i f f . I n h i s l a t e r y e a r s h e l i k e d t o r e m i n i s c e about t h i n g s t h a t happened
i n h i s home t o w n d u r i n g h i s l i f e t i m e . The f o l l o w i n g i t e m i s compi led f r om n o t e s
he made about how a much needed s idewa lk was b u i l t i n W i l s o n .

When t h e Park was a t i t s b e s t and many excurs ions came to Wi lson , t h e r e was
n o t h i n g b u t a c i n d e r p a t h f r o m t h e r a i l r o a d depot t o t h e V i l l a g e . There were
o n l y t w o buses--one t o t h e Tower H o t e l and o n e t o t h e S u t h e r l a n d , s o hundreds
o f people had t o w a l k t h e m i l e and a h a l f d i s t a n c e f r o m W i l s o n S t a t i o n t o Wi l son
V i l l a g e .

When i t was r a i n y , i t was p r e t t y s loppy in p l a c e s , and i t was determined
t h a t a s idewa lk was bad l y needed. The peop le who owned p r o p e r t y a l o n g t h e r o a d
c o u l d n o t a f f o r d t o b u i l d a cement w a l k a s t h e i r f r o n t a g e v a r i e d f r om 100 t o 800
f e e t , and t h e r e was n o way t o d i v i d e t h e c o s t f a i r l y .

A l s o , s i n c e t h e proposed s idewa lk was to be b u i l t o u t s i d e t h e V i l l a g e l i m i t s ,
t h e V i l l a g e Board couldn' t h e l p . In t h o s e days i t was a case of " the L o r d h e l p s
those who h e l p themselves", so a m e e t i n g was c a l l e d and a g r o u p was appo in ted
to r a i s e money.

They decided to h o l d dances at Middleton's H a l l , and a f t e r some h a g g l i n g
to g e t the p r i c e down, made ar rangemen ts to r e n t the h a l l ( o r s k a t i n g r i n k ) . On
the n i g h t o f the fi r s t dance, the o n l y l i g h t i n the r i n k was a n a r t i fi c i a l t u l i p
bed p laced in t h e c e n t e r o f t h e fl o o r . I t con ta ined 250 t u l i p s w i t h a l i g h t bu lb
i n each. There was a lso a n a r t i fi c i a l moon a t one end o f t h e h a l l , and when i t
was turned o f f , t h e g lowing t u l i p bed was b e a u t i f u l t o see.

Two hundred d o l l a r s was c l e a r e d on t h a t fi r s t dance so another one was planned
f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g month. When t h e p r o j e c t was s t a r t e d , l a b o r f o r b u i l d i n g t h e
w a l k was a l l dona ted , and s i n c e no o n e w a s g e t t i n g p a i d , t h e money r a i s e d a t t h e
dances w e n t a l o n g way.

* * * * * * * *
"AND THE BAND PLAYED ON"

The Lake I s l a n d Park Band was p o p u l a r around W i l s o n d u r i n g t h e "Gay Ninety"
p e r i o d , and p l a y e d a t many p a r k o u t i n g s such a s t h e Farmers P i c n i c s , l o c a l pa rades ,
a n d b a s e b a l l games .

Some members o f t h e e a r l y band i n c l u d e d H a r r i s o n W r i g h t , C h a r l e s and Frank
Johnson, D a n i e l S w e e t , Ora and L e e J o h n s o n , F r e d B u r n e t t e , C h a r l e s and W i l l i a m
Van B u r e n , E r n e s t Vosburgh and W i l l Johnson.

I n 1910, t h e O n t a r i o Band was o r g a n i z e d w i t h L . W. S m i t h a s t h e m a n a g e r,
and t h i s m u s i c a l g roup was a c t i v e u n t i l 1925 when i t t o o was disbanded. The l a t e
Glenn H i l l m a n r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e fi r s t band c o n c e r t was he ld i n t h e o l d A l b r i g h t
Opera House t o r a i s e money f o r u n i f o r m s and t h e fi r s t number p l a y e d was "Oh, Yo u
B e a u t i f u l D o l l . "

120



"AND THE BAND PLAYED ON" (Cont inued)

Rehearsals were h e l d in back of t h e H o r t o n Hardware s t o r e , and some of t h e
bands' men i n c l u d e d H a r r y K l i n e , A l e x M c C l e l l a n , Henry G i l e s , H a r r y H o l d e n , Roy
DeNeau, "Pu t ty " Johnson and D a n i e l C a r t e r .

O l d t i m e r s may r e c a l l t h e Thursday n i g h t s t r e e t dances in W i l s o n when t h e
O n t a r i o Band s e t - u p o n t h e veranda o f t h e o l d L u t h e r Wi l son House. They a l s o
marched in Memorial Day parades, p l a y e d at a r e a b a l l games and paraded seve ra l
t i m e s i n B u f f a l o w i t h t h e Odd F e l l o w s . O n o n e occas ion t h e y p layed a t a n Odd
Fe l lows Convent ion a t C h a r l o t t e , New Yo r k .

The l a t e L o u i s Swick had f o n d r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f t h e t i m e i n 1911 when t h e
band serenaded h i m and h i s b r i d e , F l o r e n c e P i c k l e , f o l l o w i n g t h e i r m a r r i a g e at
t h e f a m i l y home o n W i l l o w Road. H e r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e y a r d and house w e r e packed
w i t h peop le and t h a t t h e band p layed m o s t o f t h e d a y.

L a r r y Pease r e c a l l e d t h a t a f t e r t h e O n t a r i o Band broke u p , some o f i t s members
con t inued to g e t t o g e t h e r and b e l i e v e s t h a t t h a t band , wh ich l a t e r became known
as t h e Amer ican L e g i o n Band, was m o r e or l e s s an outgrowth of t h i s g roup .

Glenn Leetch was one o f the s t o n g suppor te rs f o r a band in W i l s o n , and when‑
eve r t h i n g s qu ie ted down, h e would t r y t o r e v i v e i n t e r e s t and g e t t h i n g s go ing
aga in .

Accord ing to M e r r i t t T h i l k , t h e o l d Leg ion Band of M a r t i n Jennings Post 836,
was organized l o n g b e f o r e he j o i n e d i t , and one of t h e bands' fi r s t leaders was
C l a r e Coe. When M e r r i t t became a member i n 1941, the band was under t h e leader ‑
s h i p of E a r l McCormick. It was, of c o u r s e , a marching band, and E a r l was always
u p f r o n t d i r e c t i n g them w i t h h i s ba ton .

Rehearsa ls were h e l d in a r o o m above t h e M a i t l a n d Smi th C l o t h i n g s t o r e on
Young S t r e e t , where spa re u n i f o r m s , m u s i c , some i n s t r u m e n t s , mus ic racks and c h a i r s
w e r e s t o r e d .

John Goodr ich r e c a l l e d t h a t approx imate ly 30 bandsmen wou ld show up f o r e v e r y
F i remen F i e l d Day P a r a d e , and "We w e r e good enough so t h a t we won o u r f a i r share
of p r i z e money."

He s a i d t h a t one of t h e t h i n g s t h e y wou ld a lways do b e f o r e parades was to
make s u r e t h e i r i n s t r u m e n t s w e r e w e l l t u n e d , and t h e y would a lways t r y t o l o c a t e
t h e judge 's s t a n d so t h e y c o u l d be p l a y i n g at t h e i r b e s t when t h e y marched b y .

Sometimes a member of t h e band wou ld d r o p h i s mus ic and someone in back wou ld
have t o r e t r i e v e i t . N a t u r a l l y t h a t wasn't s o m e t h i n g y o u w o u l d w a n t t o see h a p p e n - ‑
e s p e c i a l l y when p a s s i n g t h e judge's s t a n d .

Goodr ich r e c a l l e d t h a t when h e was i n t h e b a n d , t h e f o l l o w i n g persons w e r e
a l s o i n i t , b u t s a i d t h a t o v e r t h e y e a r s t h e r e may have been many o t h e r s :

Trombones: M e r r i t t T h i l k , Roger H i l l m a n , A l lan S c h u l t z , Jack M o r r e , M e l v i n
U p t o n , Oscar Munch, Jack S tone and K e i t h A l b r i g h t .

B a r i t o n e s : Glem Lee tch and M a r s h a l l Cramer
C l a r i n e t s : L y n n C l a y p o o l e , A l a n S w e e t , J i m Kage ls and Bud O l k a
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"AND THE BAND PLAYED ON" (Cont inued)

Sousaphones: "Bus" F a r w e l l , Marshall Cramer and Bob Cramer.
Saxophones: L a r r y Pease, Gordon Hausman and C o l . "Pop" Kayner.
Drums: Ray T h i l k , W i l l i e Rockwood, Ken Tr a c e y, Howie A l l e n , K e i t h

Moore , E d A l l g e i e r , Herb Munch and B r u c e W i l s o n .
Cornet  and

Trumpets: Jack M a x fi e l d , S t a n M a r t i n , Roger Moore , D i c k B l a c k l o c k ,
R i c h a r d S o u t h a r d , Boyd H o w e l l , Dave B l e m a s t e r, Danny
A l b r i g h t , B i l l y Stedman and John Goodr i ch .

Jack M a x fi e l d , mus ic i n s t r u c t o r a t W i l s o n C e n t r a l S c h o o l , became l e a d e r o f
t h e band a f t e r E a r l McCormick moved away, and con t inued t o l e a d i t s u c c e s s f u l l y
u n t i l 1 9 5 4 ,

The band w e n t i n t o d e c l i n e a f t e r t h e S o u t h W i l s o n Vo l u n t e e r F i r e Company
was o r g a n i z e d and i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 1953. Many o f t h e bandsmen j o i n e d t h e new fi r e
company, and obv ious ly c o u l d n o t p a r t i c i p a t e w i t h b o t h g roups a t t h e same f u n c t i o n s .
By mid 1954, t h e band had dwind led to about twe lve members so i t was dec ided . t o
cease o p e r a t i o n .

M e r r i t t T h i l k , i n 1988, was s t i l l t r e a s u r e r o f the former band, and sa id
t h a t i n t e r e s t from some funds o n depos i t was used each year t o make awards t o
students at Wi lson C e n t r a l School .

He s a i d t h a t he thought i t would be n i c e f o r the band to s t a r t up a g a i n ,
p r o v i d i n g there was enough community back ing and musicians a v a i l a b l e t o suppor t
such a cause.

HARBOR HIGHLIGHTS

S i n c e t h e e a r l y 1800's, t h e W i l s o n Harbor has been l i k e a magnet drawing
thousands o f people t o i t s b e a u t i f u l s h o r e l i n e . The h a r b o r i t s e l f was formed
by t h e j o i n i n g of t h e t w o branches of Twelve M i l e Creek where t h e y en te red t h e
l a k e - - w i t h "Sunset I s l and " s e p a r a t i n g t h e b a y f r o m t h e l a k e .

A l t h o u g h n o t r e a l l y a n i s l a n d , t h e s t r i p o f l a n d was o r i g i n a l l y a fi f t e e n
a c r e p e n i n s u l a , j o i n e d t o t h e m a i n l a n d b y a l o n g g r a v e l b a r . U p t o t h e m i d 1800 's ,
t h e o l d W i l s o n M i l i t i a u s e d t o d r i l l o n t h e " i s l a n d " , and i n l a t e r y e a r s i t was
u s e d by s o l d i e r s f r om o l d F o r t N i a g a r a . The encampment where t h e y d r i l l e d was
c a l l e d Camp C u y l e r a f t e r M a j o r W i l l i a m C u y l e r , o n e o f t h e fi r s t o f fi c e r s k i l l e d
o n t h e N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r .

C e n t e n a r i a n B e s s i e C r a w f o r d o n c e r e p o r t e d t h a t a s e a r l y a s 1812, some b u r i a l s
w e r e made a t t h e e a s t end o f t h e " i s l a n d " , and though she c o u l d i d e n t i f y t h e l o c a ‑
t i o n o f t h e b u r i a l s i t e , t h e r e was n o r e c o r d o f t h e pe rsons i n t e r r e d t h e r e . I t
i s r eco rded t h a t S tephen She ldon , who s e t t l e d n e a r t h e p r e s e n t V i l l a g e in 1809,
was one o f t h e fi r s t r e p o r t e d deaths and i s b e l i e v e d t o b e b u r i e d t h e r e .

122



HARBOR HIGHLIGHTS (Cont inued)

I n 1846, L u t h e r W i l s o n o b t a i n e d p e r m i s s i o n f r o m t h e S e c r e t a r y o f War t o b u i l d
t w o , t w o hundred f o o t p i e r s i n t o t h e l a k e at t h e mouth of Twelve M i l e Creek , and
in t h e p e r i o d immed ia te ly f o l l o w i n g , he es tab l i shed a warehouse and commercial
s h i p p i n g b u s i n e s s a t t h e h a r b o r.

Wi lson was made a P o r t of E n t r y t h a t same y e a r , and f r u i t , g r a i n and lumber
were shipped to Oswego and o t h e r p o r t s on t h e schooner "R. F. Wilson"--the fi r s t
o f t w e n t y s h i p s t o b e b u i l t a t t h e h a r b o r .

I n 1876, when t h e R . W. & O . R a i l r o a d came t h r o u g h W i l s o n , s h i p b u i l d i n g
and t h e shipment o f produce b y s a i l i n g v e s s e l s d e c l i n e d , b u t a new e r a o f p r o s ‑
p e r i t y was ushered i n when W . H . H a r r i s a c q u i r e d t h e b e a u t i f u l p i n e g r o v e s a l o n g
t h e i n n e r h a r b o r and began t h e development of "Lake I s l a n d Park".

The p a r k h e l p e d make W i l s o n o n e o f t h e m o s t popu lar r e s o r t a r e a s in Western
New Yo r k , and thousands of v i s i t o r s were a t t r a c t e d to t h e l a k e shore community
each y e a r .

Many h o t e l s were b u i l t to accomodate them. Among these in t h e V i l l a g e were
t h e O n t a r i o H o t e l , t h e Suther land H o t e l , t h e Amer ican H o t e l , t h e Tower House and
the Hub H o t e l . Popular r e s o r t s on the " is land" were the Vendome, ( l a t e r named
the P i t t s b u r g H o t e l ) , and t h e H u n t i n g t o n Lodge.

When the L o c k p o r t - O l c o t t T r o l l e y l i n e s t a r t e d i n 1900, Lake I s l a n d Park began
to l o s e i t s appeal as a popular s i t e f o r farmer's p i c n i c s , basebal l games and
o the r l a r g e o u t i n g s . T h a t , combined w i t h the i n v e n t i o n of the new mecahnical
wonder, the au tomob i l e , a l l owed people to t r a v e l more e a s i l y t o o t h e r l o c a t i o n s .

123



HARBOR HIGHLIGHTS (Cont inued)

The n a t u r a l h a r b o r was s t i l l a t t r a c t i v e t o b o a t e r s and fishermen, however,
and con t inued to be a popular p l a c e f o r f a m i l y p i c n i c s and o u t i n g s . Commercial
fi s h i n g s t a r t e d a t t h e Harbor around 1900 when W i l l i a m W i l s o n and sons M e r l e and
Fred began s e t t i n g n e t s as f a r as s i x m i l e s o u t i n t o Lake O n t a r i o . Thousands of
pounds o f fi s h w e r e taken each y e a r a n d , n o t o n l y s o l d l o c a l l y , b u t a l s o sh ipped
o u t i n i c e f r o m t h e W i l s o n Depot t o New Yo r k C i t y and o t h e r d e s t i n a t i o n s .

A new e r a was s t a r t e d i n 1938 when s a i l i n g e n t h u s i a s t s o r g a n i z e d t h e Wi l son
Yacht C l u b . Some of t h o s e fi r s t "Barnacle B i l l s " were Waldron Hayes , Howard M u r ‑
p h y , E r n e s t Bambach, James H i n c h l i f f e , Jack B a l d a v, B i l l C r a n d a l l , C l i f f B e e r s ,
Char les Hawkes and W i l l i a m K l e i n .

The s i t e chosen f o r t h e new clubhouse was on "Treasure I s l a n d " , and member‑
s h i p was l i m i t e d t o owners o f s a i l b o a t s . Many were o f t h e "Snipe" c l a s s , f o l l o w e d
by c e n t e r board s a i l e r s l i k e t h e "L igh tn ings" , "Albacores", and "Sharks". Today
some kee led boa ts r u n u p t o fi f t y f o o t i n l e n g t h w i t h o t h e r s a v e r a g i n g t w e n t y
t o t w e n t y - f o u r f e e t .

Now, an i n fl u x o f p leasure c r a f t have t a k e n o v e r t h e h a r b o r , and many s p o r t s
fishermen f requen t the w a t e r s u s i n g t h e i r own c r a f t as w e l l as char te r boats.
Many take advantage of the popu lar fi s h i n g derb ies t h a t are scheduled in Wilson
w a t e r s th roughout the y e a r .

The Wi lson Yacht C lub , t h e I s l a n d Yacht C l u b , and Wilson Boatyard and Mar ina
a r e fi l l e d t o c a p a c i t y, and l o o k i n g back t o a n e a r l i e r day, one m u s t agree t h a t
today's harbor migh t w e l l be described as "wall to wa l l " boa t s .

WILSON'S BOAT LANDING AS IT APPEARED IN THE 1940 ERA.
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WILSON'S RESORT ERA DAYS
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WILSON'S RESORT ERA DAYS (Con t i nued )

Wilson's p r o t e c t e d ha rbo r and w e l l - s t o c k e d w a t e r s a t t r a c t many b o a t i n g and
fi s h i n g s p o r t s m e n t o d a y, b u t i f w e t u r n back t h e c l o c k one hundred y e a r s , w e fi n d
t h a t W i l s o n was a l s o p o p u l a r a s a r e s o r t e r a i n t h e 1890's.

I t w a s a t i m e when thousands o f v a c a t i o n e r s came t o t h e p e a c e f u l l i t t l e l a k e ‑
shore communi ty t o e n j o y t h e many i n n o v a t i o n s p r o v i d e d a t Lake I s l a n d P a r k and
Sunse t I s l a n d . The a n n u a l Farmer's P i c n i c s a l o n e drew tremendous crowds each
y e a r and o n e o l d newspaper c l i p p i n g s t a t e d t h a t "10,000 peop le c o u l d be n i c e l y
accomodated in t h e p a r k s n e a r t h e V i l l a g e . "

Much o f t h e p a r k o n t h e i s l a n d was developed b y "Jake" M i l l e r , a n e l e c t r i c a l
e n g i n e e r f r o m P i t t s b u r g , and because of h i s i n g e n u i t y , many improvements such
a s e l e c t r i c i t y and r u n n i n g w a t e r w e r e made a v a i l a b l e t o i s l a n d r e s i d e n t s .

About 1903, "Jake" b u i l t a b o a t h o u s e , ( o n t h e s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t W i l s o n
Boathouse) f r o m where he f e r r i e d passengers back and f o r t h to " M i l l e r ' s Landing"
and h i s h o t e l o n Sunset I s l a n d .

H i s fi r s t l a r g e b o a t was a s t e a m - o p e r a t e d padd le -whee le r named t h e Duquesne
(Du-Cane). It was s e n t to Wi l son f r o m P i t t s b u r g and was ope ra ted w i t h e i t h e r
c o a l o r wood f o r f u e l . A p i c t u r e o f t h i s unusua l boat may be seen in t h e soc ie ty ' s
p u b l i c a t i o n N o . 9 , "The S t o r y o f Sunset I s l and " and o n t h e p r e v i o u s p a g e . M i l l e r
s o l d h i s boathouse and rowboats to Timo thy W i l s o n in 1919.
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WILSON'S RESORT ERA DAYS ( C o n t i n u e d )

The ma in land p a r t o f Lake I s l a n d P a r k , l a t e r known as Tuscaro ra P a r k , was
developed by W. N. H a r r i s , and t h e b e a u t i f u l p i n e g r o v e a l o n g Twelve M i l e Creek
had eve ry a t t r a c t i o n f o r v i s i t o r s i n c l u d i n g a b a l l p a r k , dance p a v i l i o n , r e s t a u ‑
r a n t , w a t e r s l i d e , b a t h house and b o a t i n g f a c i l i t i e s .

An o l d c l i p p i n g f r om t h e l a t e R u t h Stedman's scrapbook descr ibed Wi l son as
a "pleasant p l a c e f o r a summer r e s o r t . " The p o i n t appears to have been w e l l made
as d u r i n g t h i s e r a , thousands of t o u r i s t s crossed t h e l a k e f rom Canada to h o l d
p i c n i c s h e r e .

Three-deck s t e a m e r s l i k e t h e Eurydice un loaded i t s p a s s e n g e r s a t t h e h a r b o r
p i e r s , w h i l e o t h e r s l i k e t h e Columbus and Cambr ia w i t h 600 p a s s e n g e r c a p a c i t y ,
d i d s o l i k e w i s e .

Many e x c u r s i o n s w e r e booked o n t h e o l d Rome, Water town and Ogdensburg r a i l r o a d
b r i n g i n g hundred o f v a c a t i o n e r s t o W i l s o n f r o m c i t i e s l i k e New Yo r k , P i t t s b u r g
and B u f f a l o . The i n fl u x o f v i s i t o r s made i t necessa ry to p r o v i d e more rooms and
soon h o t e l s , b o a r d i n g houses, and lodges began t o s p r i n g u p around t h e V i l l a g e .

M r . M i l l e r e r e c t e d t h e fi r s t h o t e l on t h e I s l a n d , t h e "Vendome" b u t it bu rned
soon a f t e r and was rep laced by t h e "Glendora". It was t h e n purchased by W i l l i a m
Wr i g h t o f P i t t s b u r g who renamed i t t h e " P i t t s b u r g " h o t e l . I t became a p o p u l a r
r e s o r t f o r v a c a t i o n e r s u n t i l 1913 when i t t o o burned down and n e v e r was r e b u i l t .
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WILSON'S RESORT ERA DAYS (Cont inued)

In t h e V i l l a g e , at t h e southwest c o r n e r of Young and Lake S t r e e t s , the three-~
s t o r y "Sutherland Hote l " dominated t h e f o u r c o r n e r s f rom 1895 to 1913. It was
b u i l t by Ben jamin Howe Su the r l and on t h e s i t e o f t h e fo rmer "Ontario House" which
was e rec ted t h e r e by L u t h e r Wi l son in 1834. The "Sutherland" was one of Wilson's
fi n e s t h o t e l s w i t h s team h e a t , h o t and c o l d r u n n i n g w a t e r i n e v e r y room, and w i t h
l a r g e and p l e a s a n t s l e e p i n g q u a r t e r s .

THE SUTHERLAND HOTEL - BUILT 1895 -- BURNED 1913
B u i l t by Ben jam in Howe Suther land



WILSON'S RESORT ERA DAYS (Cont inued)

The "Tower House" stood where t h e p r e s e n t S t . Paul's Lu the ran Church now
stands at t h e co rne r of Young and McChesney S t r e e t s and it was b u i l t on t h e s i t e
of t h e f o r m e r "American Hotel" w h i c h burned down in 1895.

The "Tower House", sometimes r e f e r r e d to as t h e "Town H o t e l " , had a l l t h e
modern conveniences a v a i l a b l e at t h e t i m e . It was opened by Au lden Bowker on
June 6, 1896, and he spared no expense on f u r n i s h i n g s and o t h e r accomodations.
T h i s popu lar h o t e l , h o w e v e r , was a l s o consumed b y flames o n Augus t 9 , 1908.

The "Hub Hotel" o n Young S t r e e t was s t a r t e d i n t h e e a r l y 1900's when "Hub"
F e r r i n opened a ba rbe rshop and b i l l i a r d p a r l o r i n the former Emerson p r o p e r t y .
The b u s i n e s s expanded and l a t e r became known a s o n e o f Wilson's mos t popular e a t i n g
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s - - m a i n l y because o f M r s . Fer r in 's d e l i c i o u s ch icken and b i s c u i t
d i n n e r s on Sundays. When t h e o l d "Hub" burned on J a n u a r y 2, 1980, w i t h i t w e n t
t h e l a s t f a m i l i a r landmark o f t h e e a r l y r e s o r t p e r i o d o f t h e 1900's.

The "Hun t ing ton Lodge" on S u n s e t I s l a n d was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a p r i v a t e
home, b u t summer g u e s t s l i k e d it so w e l l t h e y k e p t coming b a c k , so it was tu rned
i n t o a summer l o d g e . Accomodations i n c l u d e d l a r g e s l e e p i n g porches , home cook ing ,
a canvass-covered open a i r d i n i n g r o o m w i t h sc reened - i n s i d e s , as w e l l as h o t
and co ld r u n n i n g w a t e r . There were t e n n i s and c r o q u e t c o u r t s in the surrounding
p ine and oak groves and gues t s cou ld e n j o y music and dancing d u r i n g t h e even ing
hours .

Other a t t r a c t i o n s nea r the harbor inc luded C . E . Ackerman's h o t e l near t h e
p i e r s w i t h d i n i n g h a l l and wel l-stocked b a r , boa t l i v e r y and b a i t . A l s o in the
v i c i n i t y was Fred Haner's boat l i v e r y w i t h fi s h i n g tack le and b a i t a v a i l a b l e .

The b e a u t i f u l "Sweet Cottage" a t t h e e n t r a n c e t o t h e harbor a t the e a s t end
of Sunset I s l a n d has l o n g been a W i l s o n Landmark.ee tle a
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HOME OF THE "LITTLE APPLE"

I t i s n o s e c r e t t h a t some o f t h e t a s t i e s t , j u i c i e s t apples grown anywhere
a r e found r i g h t here in Niagara County. I t i s a l s o no s e c r e t t h a t app les a r e
one o f the bes t l o w c a l o r i e , hea l thy foods one c a n e a t w i t h p l e n t y o f evidence
t o back u p the o l d s a y i n g , "An app le a day keeps t h e doc to r away."

I n v i ew o f a l l t h i s , and cons ide r i ng t h e i r abundance in o u r c o u n t r y , i t i s
hard to be l ieve t h a t t h e American consumer e a t s 14 pounds of apples a y e a r , w h i l e
t h e Japanese consume f o r t y pounds and t h e Du tch one hundred pounds of a p p l e s a
y e a r p e r p e r s o n .

W er e c e i v e d some i n t e r e s t i n g d a t a o n app les f r om M r s . H a z e l S a l i s b u r y o f
Wi lson, and learned t h a t of a l l t h e s t a t e s growing a p p l e s , New Yo r k is second
o n l y to t h e S t a t e of Washington. Moreover, of t h e 25,000,000 bushels produced
l a s t y e a r in New Yo r k , 19,000,000 bushels were grown in t h e lake shore communities
of N iaga ra , Or leans , Monroe, Wayne and Onondaga.

The a p p l e , which i s bel ieved t o have o r i g i n a t e d i n southwest A s i a , was a l s o
v e r y common in anc ien t Greece and Rome, and i t was p robab ly t h e Romans who i n t r o ‑
duced i t i n t o Eng land . From t h e r e , t h e c o l o n i s t s b r o u g h t i t s seeds t o t h e New
Wor ld , and a s t h e p i o n e e r s e t t l e r s made t h e i r way w e s t i n t o Western New Yo r k ,
the apple seeds came w i t h them.

In 1818, Dan ie l and S a l l y Holmes came from Saratoga to the newly organized
Town o f Wi lson, and they brought a l l t h e i r p e r s o n a l e f f e c t s w i t h them i n a s l e d
drawn b y a team o f oxen. They s e t t l e d o n 160 acres o f l a n d o n East Lake Road-‑
now the home o f F loyd and Hazel S a l i s b u r y.

Dan ie l p lan ted h i s fi r s t app le orchard w i t h seed t h a t S a l l y c a r r i e d in her
apron pocket a l l the way from New England. The l a s t t r e e in t h i s orchard, a "Snow"
a p p l e , b lew down i n 1974, and l imbs f rom i t w e r e removed b y t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l
Soc ie t y and made i n t o commemorative p l a q u e s by A r t h u r Schnoor and o t h e r i n t e r e s t e d
members.

We've a l l heard how t h e legendary fi g u r e , "Johnny Appleseed", c a r r i e d a pouch
o f a p p l e seeds w i t h h im and p l a n t e d them where e v e r h e w e n t o n h i s w e s t e r n t r e k
through New Yo r k , P e n n s y l v a n i a , O h i o and I n d i a n a . S e v e r a l t r e e s o f these o r i g i n a l
p l a n t i n g s may s t i l l b e s e e n j u s t w e s t o f t h e c i t y o f A thens , O h i o , and a r e i d e n t i fi e d
w i t h a n h i s t o r i c marke r.

One o l d f a v o r i t e , t h e Rome B e a u t y, i s a l s o n a t i v e t o O h i o , and o r i g i n a t e d
in 1824, on a fa rm in Rome Township, Athens C o u n t y. The fi r s t o r i g i n a l Red D e l i ‑
c ious was g rown i n 1870 f rom a s e e d l i n g o n a fa rm i n I o w a , and t h e S t a r k B r o t h e r s
Nursery a c q u i r e d p r o p o g a t i n g r i g h t s . Thus was b o r n t h e S ta rk ' s Red De l i c ious
a p p l e .

The D e l i c i o u s , t o d a y, i s t h e m o s t w i d e l y p l a n t e d a p p l e t r e e i n t h e Wor l d ,
and i n 1981, i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t 37% o f a l l a p p l e s grown i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
came f rom D e l i c i o u s s t ra ins~-o f w h i c h t h e r e a r e o v e r a hundred v a r i e t i e s . Some
o t h e r p o p u l a r app les i n c l u d e t h e "Granny Smith", "Empire", "Jonnee", "Redmax",
and "Golden Del ic ious" .
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HOME OF THE “LITTLE APPLE"

Apples w e r e o r i g i n a l l y grown o n l a r g e , t a l l t r e e s and m a i n t a i n i n g t h e orchards
was d i f fi c u l t work . To d a y, t h e t r e n d i s toward Dwarf v a r i e t i e s wh ich may b e p l a n t e d
c l o s e l y t o g e t h e r and don' t r e q u i r e s o much space .

F r u i t f r om t h e dwar f v a r i e t i e s c a n b e p icked f r o m t h e ground o r w i t h t h e u s e
o f s m a l l s tep ladders , and t h e s p r a y i n g and t r i m m i n g is much e a s i e r . I t i s a l s o
s a i d t h a t t h e dwar f v a r i e t i e s p roduce l a r g e r , more abundant y i e l d s o f apples a t
a n e a r l i e r a g e .

The f a c t t h a t t h e app le e x e r t s a pronounced i n fl u e n c e on t h e economy and
image o f New Yo r k S t a t e can h a r d l y b e d i s p u t e d , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e i t s l a r g e s t c i t y
is nicknamed "The B i g Apple", w h i l e t h e V i l l a g e of Wi l son h a s t h e undisputed t i t l e
of "The L i t t l e Apple".

GOLDEN HARVEST

A s s h o r t e r days and c o o l e r n i g h t s usher i n the end o f another growing season ,
one may tend t o r e fl e c t o n a n e a r l i e r day when h a r v e s t i n g g r a i n was done much
d i f f e r e n t l y than i t i s now. I t was a s p e c i a l t ime o f yea r t h a t invo lved n o t o n l y
the farm f a m i l i e s , b u t t h e neighbors a s w e l l - - e v e r y o n e g o t i n t o the a c t .

When the wheat was c u t w i t h a g r a i n b i n d e r and bound i n t o b u n d l e s , t h e y were
shocked up i n t o l o n g rows w i t h the grain-heads up so the kernels could harden
and the s t a l k s cou ld "cure" i n the s u n l i g h t . A s young and o l d p i t ched i n t o g e t
t h e j o b d o n e , t h e fi e l d would appear to be covered w i t h hundreds of smal l t e n t s .

When "cured" , t h e bundles w e r e loaded on wagons and drawn to t h e b a r n where
t h e y were c a r e f u l l y p l aced i n t h e mow t o a w a i t t h r e s h i n g t i m e . O a t s and b a r l e y
came c l o s e l y a f t e r t h e w h e a t , and a f t e r a l l t h e g r a i n was s t o r e d , i t was t i m e
t o c a l l t h e t h r a s h e r .

There was a lways g r e a t e x c i t e m e n t i n t h e a i r when t h e s t e a m e n g i n e , b e l c h i n g
g r e a t p u f f s o f b l a c k smoke, chugged i n t o v i e w p u l l i n g a g r a i n s e p a r a t o r and w a t e r
t a n k beh ind i t . Many a young boy m i g h t watch and dream of t h e day when he t o o
m i g h t own such a machine.

H e l p f o r t h r e s h i n g was on a neighbor-help-neighbor b a s i s and t h e t h r e s h i n g
r i g was u s u a l l y moved f r o m f a r m t o f a r m i n t h e l a t e a f t e r n o o n s o men c o u l d b e
m o r e e a s i l y c a l l e d t o work t h e n e x t m o r n i n g .

The s m e l l o f s o f t c o a l smoke would fi l l t h e m o r n i n g a i r as f a r m e r s rece ived
t h e i r assignments f o r t h e day and each h a d a j o b to d o . Some, w i t h p i t c h f o r k s ,
w o u l d r e l a y t h e bund les f r o m t h e mow to t h e "feeder" who f e d them i n t o t h e separa~
t o r .

Two men w e r e k e p t busy c a r r y i n g bushe l s o f g r a i n f r o m t h e s e p a r a t o r t o t h e
g r a n a r y where youngs te r s h a p p i l y pushed t h e g o l d e n k e r n e l s t o t h e back o f t h e
b i n t o make r o o m f o r m o r e .
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GOLDEN HARVEST

Another h i g h l y cove ted j o b was t e n d i n g t h e “blower” wh ich b lew t h e c h a f f
to t h e barnyard where i t was e x p e r t l y s tacked. Woe be i t , however, to t h e p e r s o n
who c a r e l e s s l y p e r m i t t e d t h e c h a f f t o “bury” t h e men b u i l d i n g t h e s t r a w s t a c k .

One boy wou ld b e g i v e n t h e t a s k o f c a r r y i n g c o o l w a t e r t o t h e h o t and t h i r s t y
men and, i f he d i d a good j o b , m i g h t be rewarded by a l l o w i n g h im to b low t h e s t e a m
w h i s t l e when i t was t i m e f o r d i n n e r .

Once t h e t h r e s h i n g o p e r a t i o n s t a r t e d , i t con t i nued w i t h o u t i n t e r r u p t i o n ,
and though i t was h a r d work i t a l s o was a t i m e o f good cheer and s o c i a b i l i t y a s
farmers laughed and joked as t h e y sweated and t o i l e d .

When t h e j o b was o v e r , eve ryone ga the red at t h e farmhouse where, on an o u t ‑
s i d e bench, p l e n t y o f r a i n w a t e r and homemade soap were a v a i l a b l e f o r wash ing u p .
Even t h e farmers' w i v e s competed as each f a m i l y t r i e d to o u t do t h e o t h e r s by
"se t t i ng t h e b e s t t ab le " .

A p i g was o f t e n butchered to p r o v i d e m e a t f o r t h e o c c a s i o n . The menu i n v a r i ‑
a b l y inc luded moun ta ins o f mashed p o t a t o e s , s a v o r y f r e s h vege tab les , d e l i c i o u s
homemade breads and p i e s and g a l l o n s o f h o t c o f f e e and co ld m i l k - - g i v i n g c r e d i b i l ‑
i t y to the popu la r express ion of t h a t d a y, “eat ing l i k e a bunch of threshers".

Harves t i ng c rops , w i t h ne ighbo r h e l p i n g ne ighbo r, was an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f
the a g r i c u l t u r a l community and a memorable t i m e f o r those who exper ienced i t - ‑
a way o f l i f e t h a t today's g e n e r a t i o n s w i l l n e v e r know.

* * & * * * * *

TODAY'S SUPERMARKETS FAR CRY FROM YESTERYEAR

Anyone used to shopping in a modern supermarke t , wou ld be in f o r q u i t e a
shock shou ld t h e y suddenly b e faced w i t h t h e p r o s p e c t o f b u y i n g g r o c e r i e s i n
a s t o r e of t h e e a r l y 1900's.

The f o r m e r J . W. Hacke t t g r o c e r y t h a t o n c e s t o o d on t h e s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t
H o r t o n Hardware of W i l s o n , m i g h t be a good s t o r e f o r compar ison. Acco rd ing to
n o t e s l e f t b y t h e l a t e E a r l A r m s t r o n g , Hackett 's was t h e p l a c e where h e fi r s t
l e a r n e d t h e mean ing o f "Slower t h a n M o l a s s e s in January " . M o l a s s e s , b o t h l i g h t
and d a r k , was sh ipped t o t h e s t o r e i n l a r g e b a r r e l s .

The d a r k v a r i e t y was c a l l e d "b lack s t rap " , and b a r r e l s o f b o t h t y p e s were
p l a c e d i n c r a d l e - l i k e frames b u i l t about t w o f e e t above t h e fl o o r . The molasses
was always s t o r e d n e a r a s t o v e t o keep i t a s warm a s p o s s i b l e , and each b a r r e l
had a wooden f a u c e t o f " s p i g o t " i n t h e end s o t h e molasses c o u l d b e drawn o u t .

A c u s t o m e r u s u a l l y b rough t s m a l l c o n t a i n e r s such a s q u a r t j a r s t o p u t t h e
molasses i n , and when t h e weather was r e a l c o l d , it seemed to take “forever-~and‑
a-day" to fi l l them. A b o x of sawdust n e a r b y was used to sp read on t h e fl o o r
under the faucets t o c a t c h any d r i p p i n g s .
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TODAY'S SUPERMARKETS FAR CRY FROM YESTERYEAR (Continued)

Many foods l i k e r o l l e d o a t s were dispensed f r o m b u l k conta iners or b a r r e l s ,
and t h i s was a l s o t r u e o f suga r o r crackers which t h e groce r would o b l i g i n g l y
we igh u p . C o f f e e beans came i n fi f t y pound bags and were u s u a l l y ground i n a
l a r g e m i l l wh ich t h e groce r turned by hand. Whole beans migh t a l s o be purchased
by cus tomers who had t h e i r own c o f f e e g r i n d e r s a t home. There were a l s o some
commercial brands ava i l ab le such as “Arbuckle's" which s o l d f o r 25 c e n t s a pound,
w h i l e "Mocha" and "Java" brought 30 c e n t s .

L a r d and b u t t e r came in fi f t y pound t u b s , b u t homemade b u t t e r cou ld sometimes
be purchased in t w o , t h r e e , f o u r or fi v e pound crocks t h a t some area f a r m w i v e s
b r o u g h t i n and t raded f o r g r o c e r i e s .

There was gene ra l l y a whee l o f cheese on t h e c o u n t e r f r om which t h e g roce r
would s l i c e o f f any s i z e "chunk" des i red b y h i s c u s t o m e r s . Bread s o l d f o r fi v e
c e n t s a l o a f , and some s t o r e s had t h e i r own h o r s e and wagon d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e .
Bread was p i l e d o n t r a y s w i t h n o w r a p p i n g o f a n y k i n d , b u t cookies were o f t e n
covered w i t h p i e c e s o f w h i t e m o s q u i t o n e t t i n g .

D r y beans were dispensed f r o m t w o bushe l b a g s wh ich were sometimes s e t around
on the fl o o r , and acco rd i ng to E a r l , " I t wasn't always t o o easy to c o n t r o l s a n i t a r y
conditions.'' He n o t e s t h a t one man i n s i s t e d on e n t e r i n g the s t o r e w i t h h i s dog,
and when the grocer protested would a lways s a y, “Where I go, mydog goes". One
day the dog mistook a bag of beans f o r a t r e e , and needless to s a y, the i r a t e
grocer booted t h e h o w l i n g animal f rom h i s s t o r e w i t h t h e dog's m a s t e r c lose behind.

Supermarkets of today a r e a f a r c r y f r o m the grocery s t o r e s of y e s t e r y e a r ,
b u t i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o see how many o f them are r e t u r n i n g t o t h e o l d method
of d ispens ing food f rom b u l k conta iners .

S o m e t i m e s , "New Ideas" aren ' t a s new a s t h e y m i g h t appear!

THE FISHING CHALLENGE OF THE 1980'S

In t h e 1980 's , when t h e g r e a t i n fl u x o f s p o r t s fishermen began to spread
t h r o u g h o u t lakeshore communities l i k e W i l s o n , s t u d i e s w e r e made by t h e D e p a r t m e n t
of Environmental Conservat ion t h a t revea led some i n t e r e s t i n g fi g u r e s on t h e e f f e c t
o f fi s h i n g i n t h e a r e a .

The d a t a , p rov ided by D i c k R o b e r t s o n , Coopera t i ve Ex tens ion A g e n t , p o i n t s
o u t t h a t m o s t fi s h i n g i s done f r o m A p r i l t h r o u g h O c t o b e r , w i t h 77% o f t h e s p o r t s
fi s h i n g b e i n g done in the Lake O n t a r i o Sys tem. T h i s inc ludes t h e l o w e r N i a g a r a
R i v e r and t r i b u t a r y s t r e a m s a l o n g t h e l a k e .

I t was determined t h a t a n g l e r s f r o m o u t - o f - s t a t e made 200,000 fi s h i n g t r i p s
to New York State's G r e a t Lake w a t e r s w i t h mos t of the non-resident fishermen
coming f r o m New J e r s e y , Pennsy lvan ia , C o n n e c t i c u t , Massachusetts and Vermon t .
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THE FISHING CHALLENGE OF THE 1980'S (Continued)

T h i r t y - t w o m i l l i o n d o l l a r s were s p e n t b y Lake O n t a r i o w a t e r a n g l e r s w i t h
about e l e v e n m i l l i o n o f i t b e i n g generated b y o u t - o f - s t a t e fishermen. Most o f
t h i s money was s p e n t f o r f o o d , l o d g i n g , gaso l i ne , automobile s e r v i c e s and fi s h ‑
i n g t a c k l e . T h i s d i d n o t i n c l u d e c a p i t a l expendi tures f o r l a r g e , expensive i t e m s
l i k e b o a t s , m o t o r s , t r a i l e r s and m o t o r homes n o t purchased on fi s h i n g t r i p s .

It was a l s o revealed t h a t bus inesses such as m a r i n a s , charterboat s e r v i c e s ,
s p o r t s fi s h i n g r e t a i l s t o r e , m o t e l s , gas s t a t i o n s and r e s t a u r a n t s rece ived a n y ‑
where f rom 25% to 100% of t h e i r revenues f r o m s p o r t s fishermen.

I n 1984, 314,478 fi s h i n g l i c e n s e s w e r e i s s u e d ; and t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r , 341,241
l i c e n s e s were s o l d . Based o n t h e r a t e o f i n c r e a s e i n l i c e n s e sa les and c h a r t e r
b o a t s e r v i c e s , i t was estimated t h a t t r i p expend i tu res by a n g l e r s in 1986 may
have w e l l exceeded 49 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s .

Such s t a t i s t i c s appear t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e b e l i e f t h a t s p o r t s fi s h i n g i n t h e
W i l s o n a rea i s b e g i n n i n g t o approach i t s f u l l p o t e n t i a l a n d , whether everyone
l i k e s i t o r n o t , i s h e r e t o s t a y .

I t now remains f o r t o w n s a l o n g t h e l a k e t o decide whether t h e y w i l l c a p i t a l i z e
on t h i s fi s h i n g phenomenon or t r y to d i s c o u r a g e i t . In W i l s o n , it appears t h a t
the Town Board is meet ing the cha l l enge in a responsible manner.

A n annual fi s h i n g f e s t i v a l has been s u c c e s s f u l l y promoted i n con junct ion
w i t h the Lowrance F i s h i n g Tournamen t ; boa t l a u n c h i n g ramps and o t h e r suppor t f a c i l ‑
i t i e s a r e b e i n g b u i l t ; and a s t a r t in p rov i d i ng overn igh t accomodations was
i n i t i a t e d when Gary Hacker was g i v e n approval t o b u i l d a t h i r t y - u n i t motel o n
Bay S t r e e t .

W i t h i n t e l l i g e n t p l a n n i n g , W i l s o n should b e a b l e t o g e t i t s f a i r share o f
t h e "fishermen's p i e " , and at t h e same t i m e con t i nue to be a n i c e communi ty in
which t o l i v e and r a i s e a f a m i l y .

* * * * * * * *

WHERE LIFE'S TOILS END

Stephen Sheldon b u i l t a c a b i n at t h e mouth of Twelve M i l e Creek in 1809,
and when h e d i e d i n 1812, i s b e l i e v e d t o h a v e b e e n b u r i e d i n a s m a l l p l o t a t t h e
e a s t end of "Sunset Is land" .

The fi r s t b u r i a l ground i n t h e V i l l a g e w a s j u s t sou th and e a s t o f Twelve
M i l e Creek where it crosses Yo u n g S t r e e t . In 1846, t w o a c r e s of l a n d was s e t
a s i d e as a c e m e t e r y on t h e southwest c o r n e r of t h e Nathan ie l D a v i s f a r m on l o t
N o . 90 , Township 1 5 , Range 7, j u s t o p p o s i t e t h e p r e s e n t W i l s o n Museum on t h e e a s t
s i d e o f R o u t e 425.

On October 2 5 , 1850, L u t h e r W i l s o n donated e i g h t and a q u a r t e r a c r e s of l a n d
n e a r t h e harbor a s a more s u i t a b l e s i t e f o r a c e m e t e r y , and t h e Greenwood C e m e t e r y
Assoc ia t i on was formed w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g t r u s t e e s : Lu the r W i l s o n , C u r t i s P e t t i t ,
Morgan Johnson , Rober t McChesney, John Onderdonk, Simon Sheldon and Enoch Pease
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WHERE LIFE'S TOILS END (Continued)

F i v e y e a r s l a t e r t h e l a n d was deeded t o t h e a s s o c i a t i o n b y L u t h e r and Sarah
Wi lson , and a d d i t i o n a l l a n d was p u r c h a s e d t o a l l o w f o r a l a r g e r b u r i a l g r o u n d ,
walkway and dr iveway to Harbor S t r e e t .

When g r a d i n g work was done f o r t h e new Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Ra i l road
in 1872, t h e t r a c k s w e r e s u r v e y e d to go th rough t h e Na than ie l Dav is Cemetery,
so those i n t e r r e d had to be removed to Greenwood. Appo in ted as commissioners
f o r t h e remova l were E l d e r t Dox , Dav id Barnum, and Harvey Johnson, and reco rds
were k e p t in compl iance w i t h S t a t e l a w so t h a t r e l a t i v e s wou ld be a b l e to loca te
t h e  g r a v e s .

Of these b u r i a l s i t es , o n l y Greenwood rema ins . However, some of t h e e a r l y
g r a v e s i n t h e o l d s e c t i o n a r e i m p o s s i b l e t o l o c a t e t o d a y. Many o f t h e o l d markers
have e i t h e r been vandal ized o r a l l owed t o d e t e r i o r a t e , wh ich i s a shame because
many of Wi lson 's e a r l y p i o n e e r s w e r e l a i d to r e s t t h e r e .

There has been a t u r n - a - r o u n d i n c a r e o f t h e c e m e t e r y s i n c e 1957, when Town
r e s i d e n t s v o t e d t o p l a c e t h e c e m e t e r y unde r t h e Town's c a r e and upkeep. I t r ec e i v ed
a n o t h e r boost i n 1982 when S u p e r v i s o r H a r o l d Mosher a p p o i n t e d a v o l u n t a r y adv isory
board to work w i t h t h e Town on m a t t e r s r e l a t e d to c a r e and maintenance.

I t has been s a i d t h a t a w e l l - k e p t cemetery i s a r e fl e c t i o n o f the t y p e o f
p e o p l e who l i v e in t h a t t o w n , and D r . Ra lph Loew, a former "Courier Express" w r i t e r
once n o t e d , " C i v i l i z a t i o n always leaves some evidence o f a way o f l i f e i n i t s ceme‑
t e r i e s . Tombstones c a n t e l l s t o r i e s and a r c h e o l o g i s t s have p o u r e d o v e r t h e remains
o f anc ien t b u r i a l g r o u n d s t o g r a d u a l l y p i e c e t o g e t h e r t h e s t o r y o f man's p r o g r e s s . "
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WHERE LIFE'S TOILS END (Continued)

Epitaphs a l s o r e v e a l sent iments of shattered l o v e s and d r e a m s , or d i s c l o s e
a g l impse of h i s t o r y t h a t m i g h t o the rw i se be overlooked. Many express sentiments
of l o v i n g survivors--sometimes humorous ly, and we have se lec ted a few from t h e
c o l l e c t i o n o f t h e l a t e C l a r a K a i s e r t o i l l u s t r a t e t h e p o i n t .

One f rom a Ransomvi l le C e m e t e r y, f o r i n s t a n c e , goes l i k e t h i s :

Remember me as y o u pass b y .
A s y o u a r e n o w, s o once was I .
To f o l l o w y o u I a m n o t c o n t e n t ,
un less I know which way y o u w e n t .

A n i n s c r i p t i o n o n a New England monument reads :

Beneath t h e s e s t o n e s do l i e ,
Back t o b a c k , m y w i f e and I

When t h e l a s t t r u m p e t t h e a i r s h a l l fi l l ,
I f she g e t s u p , I ' l l j u s t l i e s t i l l .

One in a New York cemetery admonishes:

Here l i e s the body of Susan Lowder
Who b u r s t w h i l e d r i n k i n g S e d l i t z Powder;
Ca l led f rom t h i s wor ld to h e r heaven ly r e s t ,
She should have wai ted ' t i l l it effervesced.

Who could n o t smi le at t h i s one:

Here l i e s t h e f a t h e r o f t w e n t y - n i n e ,
Hewould have h a d m o r e , b u t he d idn ' t have t i m e .

And t h i s to t h e woman who wouldn't go see h e r d o c t o r :

He re l i e s t h e body o f Johanna P r o c t o r ,
Taken s i c k b u t wouldn't d o c t o r ;

She can ' t come back--she had to g o .
P r a i s e God f r o m whom a l l b l e s s i n g s fl o w .

The f o l l o w i n g i s a c l a s s i c p l a y o n w o r d s :

Here l i e s t h e body of Solomon P e a s e ,
Under t h e d a i s i e s and u n d e r t h e t r e e s ;

Pease is n o t h e r e , o n l y t h e pod!
Pease s h e l l e d o u t and w e n t home t o God.

F i n a l l y , t h i s b e a u t i f u l sent iment on a W i l s o n tombstone:

Sa fe w i t h t h e g l o r i fi e d , s a f e a t t h e Saviour's s i d e .
Th rough e n d l e s s d a y s ,

B a s k i n g i n J e s u s l o v e r e s t s now o u r w e a r y d o v e ,
Swee t M y r t l e M a y .
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11 4 - 11 5
56 -58 ,65 ,66 ,122
123,126,127

66,120
52-54
126
1 3 2
94

83 84 85

25 -26
2 0 - 2 6 , 4 2 , 9 2
6 3 ~ 6 4 , 6 5 , 7 0



MAIN SUBJECT

PROSPECT POINT
PUBLIC LIBRARY
RAILROAD DEPOTS

RAILROADS

RAILROADS
RAILROADS
RAILROADS

RELIGION
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
ROADS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS

SCHOOLS

STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS
STREETS

SCHOONERS
SHIPBUILDING
S H I P S  &  S H I P P I N G
SHIPS & SHIPPING
S H I P S  &  S H I P P I N G

WILSON SKETCHBOOK SUBJECT INDEX

SPECIF IC SUBJECT

SEE WILSON FREE LIBRARY

LAKE ONTARIO SHORE RR
NEW YORK CENTRAL
R , W, &  0

BEEBE ROAD
CHESTNUT STREET/ROAD
CONSTRUCTION
EAST LAKE ROAD
HONEYMOON TRAIL
LEWISTON TRAIL
MAPLE ROAD
MARSH SETTLEMENT ROAD
PLANK ROADS
RIDGE ROAD
SHUNPIKE ROAD
SLASH ROAD
TOWNLINE ROAD
WILSON-BURT ROAD
WILSON~-CAMBRIA ROAD

A C T I V I T I E S
D I S T R I C T #10
DISTRICT #12
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #4
DISTRICT #5
DISTRICT #6
DISTRICT #7
DISTRICT #8
DISTRICT #9
I D E SETTLEMENT
RANDALL ROAD
RANSOMVILLE
SEE ALSO WILSON COLLEGIATE
THOMAS MARKS ELEMENTARY
U N I O N FREE # 1

WILSON CENTRAL
SEE S H I P S & S H I P P I N G
SEE S H I P S & S H I P P I N G

A . J . TYRON
A C T I V E

PAGE NUMBER

94

39%,40%,41*,91,
92% , 9 3
38 -43 ,87 -90 ,91 ‑
93 ,98 -99
3 8 , 9 1 , 9 8
3 9 , 4 0
1 2 , 3 6 , 3 8 , 4 0 , 4 2 ,
91
6 7 - 7 0
4 4 - 5 1 , 7 6 , 7 7
46
4 6 , 4 9
4 8 , 4 9 , 5 0
48
4 9 , 5 0
44-45
46
46
47
49
47
46
45 ,49
46
4 5 , 6 5
1 0 1 - 11 5
11 0
11 0
1 0 2 , 11 0
109 ,110
11 0
11 0
11 0
103
1 1 0
1 0 9
1 0 2 , 1 0 3
1 0 4
1 0 9 , 11 2

111 - 11 2
1 0 2 , 1 0 6 , 1 0 8 , 111
11 2
1 0 4 , 1 0 9 - 11 5

2 6 - 3 3
33
32



MAIN SUBJECT

SOUTH WILSON VOLUNTEER F I R E

SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPS & SHIPPING
SHIPYARDS
SHORT POINT
SIDEWALKS

co
SPORTS
STREETS
SUNSET ISLAND
SWEETS! COTTAGE
TAVERNS
TAVERNS
TAVERNS
TAVERNS
TAVERNS
TAVERNS
TAVERNS
TEMPERANCE

WILSON SKETCHBOOK SUBJECT INDEX

SPECIFIC SUBJECT

ALMIRA
ARGYLE
BELLE ADKINS
BETSEY
B R I T I S H QUEEN
DUQUESNE
EMBLEM
ENTERPRISE
EUREKA
FLEET WING
FORREST
FRANKLIN PIERCE
FROU FROU
GARDEN C I T Y
GENERAL BERESFORD
GERALDINE
JOSEPHINE
LIVE OAK
MAPLE LEAF
MARCIA A. HALL
MARY
METEOR
MILLIE COOK
NIAGARA
O L I V I A
PARTHENON
P I L O T
PLOW BOY
REUBEN F. WILSON
S .  L .  L I T T L E S
SNOW BIRD
S T . JOSEPH
TRADER
UNION

SEE ROADS AND STREETS

FOUR CORNERS
FRONTIER HOUSE
HOWELL'S TAVERN
MOLYNEAUX TAVERN
TREE TAVERN
WARREN'S TAVERN

PAGE NUMBER

29
27,29,30
31,32
32
95
31

11 0 - 111

1 2 2 , 1 2 6 *

63 -64 ,70



WILSON SKETCHBOOK SUBJECT INDEX

MAIN SUBJECT SPECIFIC SUBJECT PAGE NUMBER

THANKSGIVING, 1878 99-100
THREE OAKS H I L L 94
TUSCARORA CLUB 5 7 * , 6 5
TUSCARORA PARK 127
TWELVE MILE CREEK EAST BRANCH 9 3 - 9 5
VINEGAR WORKS SEE BUSINESSES-HINCHLIFFE'S
WAR O F 1812 4 , 8 , 9 , 11 , 9 4
WILSON COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 12,14,105,106

107%WILSON FREE LIBRARY 8 3 , 8 7
WILSON HARBOR 58,122-127,124%
WILSON HARBOR COMPANY 11
WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 4 1 , 9 2
WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM 92%*,93
WILSON HOUSE RESTAURANT 11 , 1 8
WILSON POST OFFICE 21*,22%,94
WILSON STAR 33-35 ,36 ,86
WILSON STATION 39%
WILSON VOLUNTEER FIRE 116-117
COMPANY
WILSON VOLUNTEER FIRE IRON FIREMAN 11 7 , 11 8 *
COMPANY
WILSON YACHT CLUB 124
WILSON, PORT OF 12
WILSON, TOWN OF BOARD 10
WILSON, TOWN OF FORMATION 7 , 9
WILSON, TOWN OF SETTLEMENT 1
WILSON, TOWN OF SUPERVISORS 10
WILSON, VILLAGE OF EARLY HISTORY 3
WILSON, VILLAGE OF INCORPORATION 12
WILSON, VILLAGE OF MAIN STREET 36%*,52*
WILSON, VILLAGE OF MAIN STREET, 1890 13
WILSON, VILLAGE OF MAIN STREET, 1 9 8 0 ' S 134
WILSON, VILLAGE OF OFFICERS 14
WILSON, VILLAGE OF SETTLEMENT 1
WILSON, VILLAGE OF SURVEYING 1 3 , 1 4
WILSONIAN CLUB 18 ,66 ,78 ,105



LAST NAME

ABBEY
ACKERMAN
ACKERMAN
ACTON
ADRIANCE
AIKEN
AIKEN FAMILY
AKIN
ALBRIGHT
ALBRIGHT
ALBRIGHT
ALBRIGHT
ALBRIGHT
ALBRIGHT
ALBRIGHT
ALLEN
ALLEN
ALLGEIER
ALLGEIER
ALVORD
ANDERSON
ANDERSON BROS.
ARGUE
ARGUE
ARMSTRONG
ARNOLD
ASH
ASHFORD
ATWOOD
BADGER
BADGER
BAEHR
BAKER
BAKER
BAKER
BALCOM
BAMBACH
BARBER
B A R B E R ,M R

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

D Cc
Cc. E.
WILLIAM L.
J A
THOMAS
JOSEPH

ORRA
DANNY
ESTHER
HAROLD
KEITH
LLOYD
LLOYD, MRS.
WILL IAM
AMY
HOWLE
DOROTHY
ED
DR.
MICAH

JEAN
JOHN F,DR
EARL
A. B.
GEORGE
NATHAN
MARTIN
G E O R G E ,D R
ROSEMARY
DONALD
EDWARD
JOSEPHINE
REBECCA
CLARA
ERNEST
HENRY

ARTHER
JOHN W
ERASTUS
DAVID
FRED
WHITNEY E
ANTHONY
DONALD
WANDA
E F
F. F.
L. Vv.

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

122
71
2 4 , 2 6
28
62 ,80 ,82
41 ,72 ,73 ,80 ,87 ,93
56,90 ,120,132
1 0 1

1 3 6
1 0 , 4 9 , 5 0 , 6 3
1 0 , 8 8 , 11 5
11 0



LAST NAME

BATES
B AY L I S
BEACH
BEAMAN
BEEBE
BEEBE FAMILY
BEERS
BELL
BELL
BENNETT
BERLIN
BERLIN
BERLIN
BERRY
BERRY
BERRY
BERRY
BERRYMAN
BETTS
BETTS, MR.
BEUKEMA
BICKFORD
BICKFORD
BICKFORD
BIDDING
BIEDA
BIGALOW
BIGALOW
BIGALOW
BIGGINS
BIXBY
BLACKLOCK
BLADAU
BLAKE
BLAKE
BLEMASTER
BLEMASTER
BLEY
BOHN
BOLTON
BONESTELL
BORNGRAEBER
BORNGRAEBER
BOWKER
BRADLEY
BRAMLEY
BRAMLEY
BRANCH
BRAYLEY FAMILY
BRECHT
BRITTON

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

FIRST NAME

DEACON
MARY
PHILL IP
HENRY
AARON

C L I F F
M.
WILLIAM
DANIEL
CHARLES
ROBERT
VICTOR
FRED
JUDITH
P R I S C I L L A
SARA
NANCY
M.

LESLIE
ED
ELMER
LOUISA
c,MISS
JOHN
A
ELLSWORTH
FRED
HARRY
H I E L
D I C K
JACK
ROY
ROY, MRS.
ARTHUR
DAVE
L.
EVELYN
HELEN
A.

FAMILY
STANLEY
AULDEN
PHOEBE
JABEZ
JOHN
K.

MILDRED
HARRY

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

SOPHENIA

CHARLES

CAMPBELL

1 2 8 , 1 2 9
14
11 7
117



LAST NAME

BROOKINS, MR.
BROWN
BROWN
BROWN
BROWN
BROWN
BROWN
BROWN
BROWN
BROWN FARM
BRUNETTI, MRS.

BURGESS
BURGESS
BURNETTE
BURNS
BURROWS
BURROWS

CAMPBELL
CAPEN FAMILY
CARRIGAN
CARRIGAN

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

ANDREW
BELLE
J.
JAMES
JOHN
JUSTICE
KATE
P H I L I P

EARL
CHARLES
BENJAMIN
EDGAR
GLENN
JOSEPH
ALMIRA
ROBERT
A.
DAVID
JAMES
FRED
JOHN
AL
DON
MABEL
WARREN
WARREN, DR.

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

HALL

L

F. , D R .

CAMPBELL
A

Cc.

S . , DR.

"CHUCK"

Ss.

102
1 2 , 1 3 , 3 8 , 1 0 5
84
107

23

1 6 , 2 2 , 4 0 , 4 8 , 11 9
79
1 6 , 2 3 , 7 8 , 8 2
1 0 , 2 3
1 6 , 2 3
16
1 5 , 1 6
i i i , 3 4 , 11 0
3 4 , 3 5 , 11 5
16
1 4 , 1 5
1 4 , 1 5 , 1 6
1 5 , 1 6



LAST NAME

CARTER
CARTER
CARTER
CARTER
CARTER
CARTER
CASE
CASE
CASE FAMILY
CASLER
CERRONE
CHACE
CHAPMAN
CHESIER
CHESITE
C H I
CHURCH
CHURCH
CHURCHILL
CLARK
CLARK
CLARK
CLARK
CLARK
CLARK
CLARK
CLARK
CLAY
CLAY POOLE
CLIFFORD
CLIFFORD
COE
COLE
COLE
COLE
COLLIER

CRAWFORD

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

A L I C E BULL
D. Ww.
DANIEL
DON
JOHN
RUSSEL
LUMAN
SIMON

JUNE
MICHAEL
ROLL IN
CHARLES
RICHARD
ELLA

DORIS FITTRO
FLOYD "RED"

THERESA JUNE
LOTTA E.

JAMES "DUTCH"
JOHNNIE
TOMMY
MATTHIAS
BOB
MARSHALL
B I L L
B E S S I E

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

103
11 4
1 2 1
112
9 , 1 0
1 0 9
1 3 , 2 3 , 6 7
1 0 5

5 7 , 8 6 , 8 8
75
75
86 ,87
75,88,89
61
1 2 1
1 0 7
10
11 6 , 1 2 1
88

1 0 8

122
11 7 , 1 2 1 , 1 2 2
124
9 4 , 1 2 2



LAST NAME

CRAWFORD
CROOP
CROOP
CROOP
CROOP
CROOP
CROOP
CROSBY
CROSBY
CROSBY
CROSSMAN
CROSSMAN FARM
CROUCH
CROWIE
CROWIE
CUDABACK
CULVERWELL
CULVERWELL
CURRENT
CUSHING
CUSHING FAMILY
CUYLER
DAIGLER
DANCH
DANIEL, FATHER
DANIELS
DANIELS
DANIELS FAMILY
DANSER
DAUNCE
D AV I S
DAVIS
DAVIS
D AV I S ,  S U P T.
DAY, MRS.
DEARBORN
DEHN
DEMMIN
DEMPSEY
DENEAU
DENNIS
DIEZ
DIKEMAN
DINSE
DOBBS
DONNER
DOUGLASS
DOX
DOX FAMILY
DOX, SURVEYOR
DOYLE

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

CHARLES
DONALD
EDNA
FRANK
HOWARD
MILDRED
P H I L L I P
DANIEL
PETER
RUTH
ABNER

I
MILL ICENT
MILL ICENT
JOHN
EDGAR
ELOISE
L O I s
JOHN

WILLIAM
LEO
A.

DICK
ELISHA,MRS.

EARL
LEONARD
DAVID
NATHANIEL
PRUDY

BENJAMIN
DOROTHY
ELIZABETH
WALLACE
ROY
M.
EDITH
ETHEL
HELEN
ARTHUR
HAROLD
ALEXANDER
ELDER

WILLIAM

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

WRIGHT

E.

HOLMES

H.

11 6
i i , 6 5 , 8 8
Li
ii
11 ,53 ,65
i 4 , i i , 6 5 , 8 8 , 11 0 , 111
di
23
1 0 1
1 0 1
8 , 9 , 4 6
79
32
86
84
8
88
84 ,87
86
24
102
122
80
103
95
32
76
4 7 , 7 6
72
117
1 0 6
1 0 5 , 1 3 5 , 1 3 6
84
1 0 2
9 5 , 9 6
1 0 , 3 2
1 0 9 , 111
1 1 4
66



LAST NAME

DRAPER
DRUMMOND
DUNKER
DUNKLEY
DUNPHY
DUNSTAN
DUXBURY
DUXBURY
DUXBURY
DUXBURY
DUXBURY
DWIGHT
EASTMAN
EASTMAN FA M I LY
EDUARTS
EDWARDS
E L I A
ELLICOTT
ELTON
EMERSON
EREON
EREON
EVANS
EVANS
EVANS
EVANS TWINS
EXLEY FAMILY
FAERY
FARE
FARLEY
FARLEY
FARLEY
FARLEY
FARLEY
FARLEY FAMILY
FARQUHARSON
FARREL
FARWELL
FERRIN
FERRIS
F I L S O N
F I T C H
F I T C H
F I T C H
F I T C H FAMILY
F I T T R O
F I T T R O
FLAGLER
FLAGLER
FLANNIGAN
FLETCHER

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

W. LEVELL,

WILMA
LUKE, CAPT.
WILLIAM
F. H.
J. D.
J. J.
LLOYD
STELLA
F.
JOHN

AV I S
ROBIN
T I N A
JOSEPH
THERON
FREEMAN
IDA
SEYMOUR
GRACE
RALPH
WALTER E

FRED
THOMAS
BENJAMIN
L E T T I E
RAY
THOMAS
VOLNEY

LEE

HAROLD "BUZZ"

BRUCE

ELWYN
BETSY
B . H . , C A P T.

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

DR 14,72
4
11 5
114
3 1 , 3 3
70
114
11 5
112
11 6
114
1 0 5
7 , 9
8
1 0 8
9
87
3 , 4 4
31
37
51

114



LAST NAME

FOOTE
FORSYTHE
FOWLER
FRASER
FREDERICKS
FRIENDLY
FRITTON
GALE
GALE
GALLUP
GAMBLE
GAMBLE
GAMBLE
GANSHAW
GANSHAW
GASKILL
G A S K I L L
GEARTZ
GIFFORD
GIFFORD
GIFFORD
GILES
GILES
GILES
GILLET
G I L L I S
GNAGE
GNAGE
GODDING
GOLDE
GOLDRING
GOODMAN
GOODMAN FAMILY
GOODRICH
GORDON
GOTZ
GOULD

HACKETT

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

FIRST NAME

REUBEN
JOHN
JOSEPH
DORIS
FLORENCE
EVELYN
MARGARET
ASHLEY
BURTON
BURT
CHARLES
C H A R L E S, MRS.
MARY
B I L L
ERNIE
F. , D R .
GEORGE
BEATRICE
GERRET
KENNETH
PATTI
CALEB
HENRY
STANLEY
JOHN
G.
JAMES
MAXINE
GEORGE
ELLEN
RICHARD, CAPTAIN
AGNES

JOHN
S I L A S
A.
JOHN
E L I
DONALD, MRS.
PHYLLIS
F.
HERMAN
R O L L I S
THOMAS
DENNIS
WILLIAM
CHARLES
WILLIAM
GARY
JUSTUS
JUSTUS

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

HUNTER

P.

J.
1 0 , 2 2 , 2 3 , 1 3 2



LAST NAME

HADEN
HAGEMAN
HAINES
HALL
HALL
HALLIFAX
HALSEY
HALSEY
HAMBLIN
HAMBLIN
HAMBLIN
HAMBLIN
HAMBLIN
HAMILTON
HAMILTON
HAMILTON
HAMILTON
HANER
HANER
HANER
HANER
HANER FAMILY
HARBISON
HARDING
HARRINGTON
HARRIS
HARRIS
HARRIS FAMILY
HARRIS, MR.
HARTWELL
HARWOOD FARM
HASTINGS
HAUSMAN
HAVENS
HAWKES
HAYES
HAYNE
HAYNE
HAZE
HAZEN
HENRY
HENRY
HENRY
HIGGINS
H I G G I N S  FA M I LY
H I L L
H I L L
HILLMAN
HILLMAN
HIMLEY
HINCHLIFFE

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

DONALD
P H Y L L I S
JESSE
ROBERT
STEPHEN
GEORGE
CHARLOTTE
HERMAN
EDITH
ENOS
RUTH
S.
WILLIAM
ANNA
G.
JOHN
LAMONT
CHARLES
DOROTHY
EDNA
FRED

ARTHUR
WARREN
ELIZABETH
WwW.

W.

ORAMEL

ED
GORDON
Cc
CHARLES
WALDRON
JANE
WALTER
JOHN
DAVID, MRS.
ED
L O R I
MABEL
JOSEPH

BECKY
JEAN
GLENN
ROGER
HELEN
ALLEN

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

S . , R E V.

H.
N.

BAKER

37 ,71 ,84
115
71
129
47
115
22
23
123
1 2 7
47
2 7 , 5 2 , 6 3
9
102
88
122
31
124
124
1 0 3

8 6 , 1 2 1
1 0 9
14 ,43 ,54 ,56 ,112 ,114



LAST NAME

HINCHLIFF
HINCHLIFF
HOAG
HOFF
HOFFMAN
HOLDEN
HOLLISTER
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES
HOLMES

E
E

HOLMES FAMILY
HONEYWELL
HONEYWELL
HOPKINS, MR.
HORTON
HORTON
HORTON
HORTON
HORTON
HOSMER
HOSMER
HOWELL
HOWELL
HOWELL
HOWELL
HOWELL
HUGHES
HUGUENOR
HUGUENOR
HURLBURT
HURLBURT
HURLBURT
HURLBURT
HURLBURT
HURLBURT
HURLBURT
HUSTLEBY
HUSTLER
HUSTLER
HUTCHINS
HUTCHISON
I D E
IDE

FAMILY

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

JAMES
J IMMIE

JOHN
RICHARD
RICHARD
SALLY
WILLIAM
WILLIAM
WILLIAM

CHARLES
DORA

A.
CHARLES
ERNEST
MARION
ROBERT
JOHN
SYLVESTER
BOYD
F.
FRANK
HARRIET
WILLIAM
THOMAS, DR.
HELEN
L.
CARROLL
H
MARJORIE
MARY LOU
RUSSELL
WALTER

H.
BETSY
THOMAS
ADAM
WALTER
ELDER
HENRY

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

GAZELLE

HATCH

E.

124
79
1 0 8
84
99 ,109 ,112
1 2 1
61
1 0 0 , 1 0 1
1,9,20,46,67,99,100,101,130
23
6 7 , 1 0 0 , 1 0 1
35
2 0 , 2 5 , 6 7
1 0 , 1 0 0
67 ,99 ,100 ,101 ,130
1 0 0
2 5 , 4 6 , 9 9
10
99,100
33 ,34 ,36 ,37
34
62
11 6
43
11 6
43
1 4 , 2 3 , 4 3
14
105
122

9 7 , 1 1 1
78 ,97 ,98 ,110 ,112
97
47
1 0 8
61
61
9
1 1 1
1 0 2
103



LAST NAME

I D E
I D E FAMILY
IMMERSHEIN
INGRAM
I R V I N G
I S D E L L
JACOBS
JACQUES
JACQUES
JEFFREY
JENNINGS
JENNINGS
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JONAS FAMILY
JONES
JONES
JUSWIAK
KAGELS
KAISER
KAISER FAMILY
KARSTEN
KARSTEN
KAYNER
KAYNER
KECK
KELAHAN
KELLEY
KELLY
KEMP
KEMP
KENT
KENT
KENT
KEPNER
KERWIN
KIRCHOFF

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

FIRST NAME

ROYAL

MINERVA
W H
WASHINGTON
SAM
GARY
ELIZABETH
M. CARL
DAVID c

CHRISTFIELD
CLARENCE
CLARENCE , J R .
ELMER A
FRANK
H. N.
HARVEY
HENRY N
JOSEPH
LEE
MORGAN
ORA
PUTTY
WESLEY
W I L L

ANNA

POP,  COL.

CHRIST INE
JOHN

ADMINISTRATOR
BURGOYN
DAVID
BERNE
BERNE, MRS.
NANCY
LOYAL
DON
B I L L

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

8 9 , 11 4 , 11 5
1 2 1
1 2 0
3
2 1 , 7 1 , 11 2
11 4 , 11 5
2 1 , 2 2 , 2 3 , 2 5 , 2 6
1 2 0
107
136
10
31
1 2 0
12 ,31 ,105 ,135
120
1 2 1
11 3



LAST NAME

KIRCHOFF
KLAIBER
KLATWITTER
KLEIN
KL INE
KNOWLES
KNOWLES
KNOWLES
KORFF
KORFF
KRAHL
KREUGER
KRUGER
KRUGER
KRUSKE
LAFAYETTE
LAFFLER
LAFFLER
LAFLER
LAFLER
LAMPKINS
LANDY
LANIGAN
LASHNER
LASHNER
LEARY
LEETCH
LEETCH
LELAND
LESTER
LESTER
LEVAN
LEVAN
LEWIS
LEWIS
L IND
LITCHARD
L I T T L E S
LOCKWOOD
LOEW
LONSBERY
LONSBERY
LOOMIS
LOOMIS
LOOMIS
LOOMIS FAMILY
LORT
LUTHER
LUTZ
MACPHERSON
MADISON

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

FIRST NAME

LUCILLE
V I R G I N I A
JEROME
WILLIAM
HARRY
ALFRED
RICHARD
WILLIAM
CHARLES
RUTH
GEORGE ,MRS.
EDWARD
BEATRICE

CLARK

EMMA
GENEVIEVE
FRANCES
JAMES, MSGR.
B I L L
FRANK
J
GLENN
W. G.
JERIMIAH
HARRY
SAMUEL
GRACE
LYNFORD D
CLARENCE Oo.
MARY BERLIN
JENNIE
GRACE
S AV I L L O N L
HENRY
RALPH
M I L L I E
TED
Cc
GUY W
LUCY

LEONA
CHARLES Ss.
J U L I A N
GORDON
DOLLY

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER



LAST NAME

MAEHL
MALLAST
MALLORY

MCCARTY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCHESNEY
MCCLELLAN
MCCLELLAND
MCCLURE
MCCORMICK
MCILROY
MCILROY
MCKELVEY
MCKINNEY
MCLELLAN
MCLENNON
MCMASTER
MCMILLAN
M C M I L L I A N
MCSHERRY
MERRITT
MERWIN
MESSERSMITH
MICHAELS
MIDDLETON
MIDDLETON
MIDDLETON
MILLARD
MILLER
MILLER
MILLER

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

FLORENCE CAMPBELL
DENNIS
E L I J A H
THOMAS
JOSEPH
CARRIE
F. ELV IRA
ROBERT R.
STAN
JOHN
ROGER

H . S . , D R .

ROBERT
ALEX
BERNARD
COLONEL
EARL
A . M . , M R S .
ALEXANDER
ELLSWORTH
JAMES
CATHERINE
FRED
C A P TA I N
MARION
MARION
PAT, CAPTAIN
ELIZABETH
SAMUEL R
CHUCK
Cc Ww
GEORGE
HAROLD
PAUL
NANCY
CLARK
JAKE
JOHN Cc

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

16
11 3
9
8 6 , 1 0 9 , 11 0 , 11 2
46
11 5
108
14
122
83
73
122
11 0

71
1 0 , 1 4 , 7 1
10 ,105
10 ,12 ,135
1 2 1

i i i
71 ,110
11 0
4 7 , 11 0
86
103
125 ,126 ,127
24
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LAST NAME F I R S T NAME MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

MILLER MABLE 24
MILLER Ss. A . , M R S . 8 3
MINER ALEXANDER 105
MOAG ALMA 84
MOLYNEAUX MR. 62
MOORE EDWARD 2 0 , 2 6
MOORE J . 0 . , D R . 11 4
MOORE KEITH 122

| P MOORE ROGER 122
MOORE THOMAS 36
MOOT SEWARD 97

| f MOOTE ERNEST 96
MOOTE GERTRUDE 96
MORE GEORGE 32
MORGAN, MR. 62

A MORRE JACK 1 2 1
MORSE JAMES 19
MORSE JOHN 24

A MOSHER HAROLD E 10 ,14 ,136
- MOUL JOHN 21

MOWAT TOM 30
r MOX AARON 105

MUDGE ADELBURT 20,26
MUDGE FRED 25
MUDGE MILDRED 23

i MUNCH ED 122
MUNCH HENRY 103
MUNCH OSCAR 1 0 3 , 11 0 , 11 2 , 1 2 1

il MURDOCK S Y B I L 11 0
MURPHY HOWARD 124
MURRAY DAVID 1 0 1
MYERS ELEANOR HINCHLIFFE i i i , 4 3 , 5 6 , 8 6

A MYERS JOHN 89
MYERS JOHN, MRS. 86
MYERS RUTH 23

n NASLUND JACK 86
- NAVAGH JOHN 30

NELSON A L I C E 8 , 4 9
i NELSON BENJAMIN 8

NELSON DELOSS 24
NELSON HARRIET 49
NELSON POMPHREY 8

A NELSON FAMILY 47
i NESS ARTHUR, MRS. 86

NESS KAY 8 6 , 8 7
i NEVINS R. 11 4

NEVINS RAY 96
NICHOLSON ADELEIN 1 0 6
NICHOLSON JACK 35

f NORRIS ROBERT 3
NOYES SAMUEL 35



LAST NAME

O'CONNOR
O'CONNOR
O'CONNOR
ODELL
OKONIEWSKI
OKONIEWSKI
OLIVER
OLKA
OLMSTEAD
ONDERDONK
OUTWATER
OWENS
PALISANO
PALMER
PALMER FAMILY
PARDEE
PARSONS
PARSONS
PARSONS
PARSONS
PARTRIDGE
PATTERSON
PATTERSON
PATTERSON
PATTERSON, MRS.
PEASE
PEASE
PEASE
PEASE
PEASE
PEASE
PEASE
PEASE
PEASE FARM
PERKINS
PERRIGOE
PERRIN
PERRY
PETTIT
PETTIT
PETTIT
PETTIT
PETTIT
PETTIT
PETTIT
PETTIT
P E T T I T
PETTIT
PETTIT
PETTIT
PETTIT
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HOLMAN
WILLIAM
WILLIAM,MRS.
MR
JUDY
WILLIAM
EDWARD
BUD
WILLIAM
JOHN
TUNIS
LYLE
THOMAS
RICHARD

SHELDON
CHARLES
JEANETTE
SYLVESTER
Vv.
HAROLD
JAMES H
RICHARD
RICHARD M.

A DOUGLASS
ANN LAVINA
ARTHUR
DOUGLAS
ENOCH
HOWARD
JOHN Vv.
LARRY

ISMAEL J
GEORGE
C c B A I L E Y
HENRY
ABRAM
ALEXANDER
CLINTON
CURTIS
DONNA
ELLSWORTH
ETHAN
GARY
GEORGE
GRACE

JAMES E . , MRS.

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

7 , 11 2 , 11 5
32
48 ,121 ,122

1 0 , 1 0 5
19
1 0 , 1 0 5 , 1 3 5
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r LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

PETTIT SAMUEL H 10
f PETTIT SIDNEY 89

PETTIT TIMOTHY 63
PETTIT WILLIAM 105

a PETTIT FAMILY 47
I PETTY ARCHIE 112

PETTY ARCHIE, MRS. 86
PETTY JUDITH 84

A PFOHL DELBERT 88
P H I L L I P S ROLL IN 2 3
P H I L L I P S RUTH 2 3

r PICKLE FLORENCE 1 2 1
PIERSON WILLIAM 86
PIERSON WILLIAM O. 113
PIGGINS HELEN 114

f PIGGINS LILA 11 4
POMEROY CHARLES 35
POOLE MACK L 103

A POOLE WILLIAM 46,62
PORTER AUGUSTUS 3 , 6 1
PORTER DAVID 1 , 9

fl PRATT CALVIN 67,105
PRATT GEORGE 105
PRATT LORENZO 107
PRATT NATHAN 9

al PRATT W. RICHARDSON 107
PRYME F 32
PURDY GILBERT 7 , 9

n PUTNAM CLYDE 61
PUTNAM HENRY 32
QUAS WES 24

fn QUICK ORRIN 32
. QUICK FAMILY 32

RANDALL ELRY 24
RANDALL FAMILY 47

al REDDER, MRS. 11 0
REED CHARLES A . , DR. 72
REPPENTINE EMMA LOU i i i

A REPPENTINE RICHARD i i i
REYNOLDS MARIE 8 2 , 8 4 , 8 6 , 8 7
RICHARDS JOHN E. 103

a. RICHMOND FAMILY 102
P ROBERTSON DICK 133

ae ROBINSON RUFUS 1 0 5
| ROBINSON RUSSELL 10
; a ROCKWOOD BEATRICE 11 3
yoie ROCKWOOD WILLIE 122
: ROHRING ANNE 82
| ROHRING B I L L 49
an ROHRING BOB 88
| ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN DELANO 74

f f
i



LAST NAME

ROSE
ROYAL
RYAN
SACKRIDER
SAGE
SAGGESE
SALISBURY
SALISBURY
SALISBURY
SALISBURY
SALISBURY
SALISBURY
SANFORD
SAYER
SAYER
SCARBOROUGH
SCHEARER
SCHEARER
SCHECK
SCHEFFLER
SCHERMERHORN
SCHMIDLE
SCHMIDLE
SCHMIDLE
SCHNOOR
SCHNOOR
SCHOUTEN
SCHRADER
SCHRADER
SCHRADER
SCHULTZ
SCHULTZ
SCHWEITZER
SCOBY
SCOTT
SCOVELL
SEARLE
SEELEY

SHERWOOD
SHUMAN
SIDDALL
SINGER
SINGER

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

FIRST NAME

BOB
PEARL STACY
J
NORMAN
SPARROW
PETER

FAMILY
BEATRICE
FLOYD
GERTRUDE PATTERSON
HAZEL DEMMIN
J
HARVEY
CLARA
JONATHAN, DR.
WILLIAM
RON
SUE ARGUE
CHARLES
GORDON
MARION E.
JEAN
RICHARD
SANDRA
ARTHUR
CAROLE
SUSAN L
BEATRICE
LEWIS
M. H.
ALLAN
LEONARD
MARY
ART
CAPTAIN
OLIVER
ELIZABETH
VINCENT
THOMAS T i l
FLORENCE
BENJAMIN
DANIEL
GEORGE
SIMON
STEPHEN
JACOB
NATHAN
GLORIA
JEAN
DELBERT, MRS.
EDWARD

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

1 0 2
5 1 , 7 1
1 0 1 , 1 3 0
9 2 , 9 3
98 ,101 ,130
103
1 0 7
108
72
1 0 5
99
99
109
97
109
81
85 ,86 ,112
84
130,88
88
24
11 4
64
114
1 2 1
117
11 0
76
5
38
1 0 8
1 0 7
88
11 5
1 0 5
7 , 8
8 , 4 6
8 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 , 1 0 5 , 1 3 5
8 , 9 , 1 2 2 , 1 3 5
1 0 3
9
109
87
86
11 8
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| LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

SINGER GEORGE 117
A SINGER GRACE 109

SINGER LOUIS 11 8
SINGER ROLAND R 1 0 , 4 9 , 7 1
SINGER FARM 79

A SINGH v. a . , D R . 7 3
SLOCUM FRANK 37
SMALL DAVID, REV. 67

A SMALL J I M 21
SMALL JOHN 2 2 , 2 5
S M I T H B I L L 8 8

P SMITH CAROL c i i1 ,82,89
| SMITH DARRELL 88

SMITH DR. 71
SMITH ELOISE J . 1 0 3 , 11 0 , 11 5

a SMITH G . N . , D R . 8 4 , 8 6
SMITH GRACE M. 8 7 , 8 7
SMITH H. R. 69

f SMITH H. W. 116
SMITH ISAAC 24
SMITH JESSE 18

n SMITH L . W. 114 ,120
SMITH LEWIS 80
SMITH LEWIS J. 85
SMITH LOUISE B . 103 ,110

il SMITH R . , MISS 103
SMITHSON DON 89
SNIDER CHARLES HENRY 26

fl SNYDER Vv. M. 69
Hi SNYDER, MISS 11 0

SOUTHARD LY D I A BERLIN 6 5 , 11 2 , 11 5
SOUTHARD RICHARD 122

| a SPEARS PEARL CLARK 43
| SPORLEDER JANET 114

SPRAGUE DEXTER 9
: il STACY CARRIE 11 4

STACY E . MAY 1 0 3 , 11 0
STACY EMULUS 24

i STACY REX 26 ,112
STACY SUMNER 26
STAPLES ASAHEL 1 0 2

| STEDMAN B I L LY 1 2 2
: n STEDMAN JOHN 33
i! STEDMAN RUTH 11 6 , 1 2 7
| STEDMAN HOME 95
| i STEPHANS ELISHA 9

STEPHANSKI J. ROBERT 87
| STEVENS ADAM 9
on STEVENS BECKY 82
foul STEVENS CLIFFORD 11 3
oS STEVENS HELEN A. 56,69 ,103,110,115



LAST NAME

STEVENS
STEVENS
STEVENS WOODS
STEVENSON
STIMSON
STINEHOFF
STOBERL
STOCKWELL
STOCKWELL
STOCKWELL
STOCKWELL
STOCKWELL
STOCKWELL
STONE
STONE
SUTHERLAND
SUTHERLAND
SWALLOW
SWALLOW
SWANN
SWANN
SWANN
SWEENEY
SWEET
SWEET
SWEET
SWEET
SWEET
SWEET
SWICK
SWICK
SWICK
SWICK
SWICK
SWICK
SWICK
SWICK
SWICK WOODS
SYLVIES
TABOR
TABOR
TARR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TEAGUE
TEAGUE
TERRY
THAYER
THILK
THILK
THILK
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FIRST NAME

JULIA
MAE

W.
J I L L
STELLA
DEAN
CLAYTON
H
H.
HENRY
HERBERT
RALPH
BURT
JACK
ANDREW, COL.
BENJAMIN
CHARLIE
HELEN
EARL
EDITH
GERRY
MIKE
ALAN
D
DANIEL
HELOCK
I R A
ROSWELL
AUGUST
FLORENCE
FRANCES
G
JON
LOUIS
MARJORIE
RONALD

HARRY, MRS.
H.
HIRAM

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

HOWE

PETTIT

HERBERT

ERNEST
H . , D R .
dD.

82
108

109
88
11 0
82
66,110
121
2 4 , 2 6
120
1 0 5
3 1 , 3 2
3 1 , 3 2
2 4 , 2 6
1 0 3 , 11 0
82
84,86 ,109 ,112
14
1 2 1
11 5
11 5



LAST NAME

THILK
THILK
THILK
THOM
TOENNIESSEN
TOENNIESSEN
TOWER
TOWER
TOWER
TOWER
TOWER, MR.
TOWNSEND
TRACEY
TREICHLER
TRUESDALE
TUGWELL
TUGWELL
TUGWELL
TUGWELL
TUNNICLIFF
TUNNICLIFF
TURNER
TURNER
UPTON
UPTON
UPTON
UPTON
VAN BUREN
VAN BUREN
VAN CLEAVE
VAN HORN
VOLLS
VOSBURG
VOSBURGH
WAITE
WAKEMAN
WAKEMAN
WAKEMAN
WAKEMAN
WALKER
WALPOLE
WARD
WARD
WARD
WARK
WARNER
WARNER
WARREN
WARREN FAMILY
WATERHOUSE
WATERMAN

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

MERRITT

MILDRED
DAVID
JOHN E.
KENNETH
o T I S

CINDY

T I N A CAMPBELL

E. H.

RANSOM
JOHN, LT.COMM.
ORSAMUS
GEORGE
LUCILLE
MELVIN
T T
CHARLES
WILLIAM
J A M E S, CAPTAIN
BURT
RUDY
M I L E S
ERNEST
ALBERT
DORA
STEPHEN Cc
WIRT
WIRT, MRS.
MARGARET
ERNESTINE
HELEN
NORMA
THELMA
ROBERT
DR.
JOHN, DR.
EZRA

ROBERT
GRACE

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

117 ,121 ,122
86
122
11 0
49
97
105
1 0 5
11 0
105
33
i i i

1 2 0
3 1 , 3 2 , 3 3
5 , 3 8 , 4 2 , 4 6
49



LAST NAME

WEAVER
WEAVER
WEBSTER
WEILER
WELCH
WELCH
WELKER
WELKER
WELKER
WETMORE
WHEELER
WHIPPLE
WHITLOCK
WIEPERT
WILBUR, REV.
WILCOX
WILCOX FAMILY
WILLE
WILLIAMS
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON

WILSON

WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON

WILSON
WILSON

WILSON SKETCHBOOK EVERYNAME INDEX

F I R S T NAME

GORDON
JEAN
JEFFERSON
MARY
ALMTRA
JACK
E.
STEWART
STEWART
WARREN
ROSIE
JEREMIAH
J
ANNE

BENJAMIN

ELTON
JOSHUA
ALEXANDER
ANNA
BILLY
BRUCE
CAROLINE
CHARLOTTE
CHICK
DWIGHT
ELIZABETH
ELTON
ESTHER
ESTHER
FLOYD
FRED
GEORGE
L.
LUCINDA
L U R I N
LUTHER

LUTHER

LUTHER
LUTHER, CAPT.
MARGARET
MERLE

REUBEN

REUBEN
SARA

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

MARGARET

KENNETH

JR

P. O L I V E R

F
STEPHANS

1 4 , 8 2 , 11 4 , 11 5
11 5
11 5
69
84
9
19
ii
102
1 0 6
47
108
7 , 8 , 9
6
6
28
122
6
6
49
66
6
11 4 , 11 5
6
6
66
124
23
1 0 5
6
6 , 1 4
5 , 6 , 8 , 1 0 - 1 4 , 1 7 , 1 8 , 2 0 , 2 3 , 3 1
3 8 , 6 2
8 4 , 8 3 , 1 0 1 , 1 0 5 , 11 6 , 1 2 1 , 1 2 2
1 2 8 , 1 3 5 - 6
1 0 3
53
5 1 , 9 5
8 2 , 11 9 , 1 2 4
6
6
1 , 5 - 1 0 , 1 3 , 1 4 , 1 7 , 1 8 , 2 0 , 2 3 , 2 6
4 5 , 6 8 , 7 1 , 7 2 , 9 4
1 0 , 11 , 1 4 , 2 3 , 3 1 , 3 2 , 3 8
7



LAST NAME

WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON WOODS
WILSON, MR.
WOLFE
WOLLABER
WOOD
WOODCOCK
WOODCOCK
WOODCOCK
WOODCOCK
WOODS
WOODWARD, MR.
WRIGHT
WRIGHT
WRIGHT
WRIGHT
WRIGHT
WRIGHT
WRIGHT
YEOH
YOUNG
YOUNG FAMILY
ZASTROW
ZASTROW
ZIPP
ZOLYOME
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F I R S T NAME

SARAH
STEPHEN
STEWART
TIMOTHY
T I P
WALTER
WILLIAM
ZORNA

THELMA
WILLIAM
ANNA
EDWARD
IRMA
WILLARD
WILLIAM
WILLIAM

GWEN
HARRISON
ISABELLE

MIDDLENAME PAGE NUMBER

W.

SINGER

G.
G.,MRS.

LUCUS,SIR
HURLBURT

1 3 6




