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THE LOCAL MILITIA:
In Colon ia l days , t h e m i l i t i a was organized as an e f f e c t i v e means of l o c a l defense. In

1787 the framers o f the Const i tu t ion gave Congress t h e r i g h t to c a l l out state m i l i t i a to
suppress resur rec t ion or enforce t h e l a w.

Al though dependable at the l o c a l l e v e l , the m i l i t i a wasn't always much h e l p in n a t i o n a l
emergencies, so “war volunteers” were used in a d d i t i o n to t h e m i l i t i a as e a r l y as t h e American
Revolution.

Dur ing the C i v i l War, "war volunteers" made up most of the forces in bo th the Union and
Confederate armies. A f t e r the war, some vo lunteer u n i t s expanded and became known as t h e
"Organized M i l i t i a " , and these l a t e r evolved i n t o what we know today as t h e "National Guard".

Wilson had i t s share of m i l i t i a companies, and it is recorded t h a t in 1818 Danie l Holmes
was appointed Capta in of one of t h e i s t m i l i t i a companies in the area.

Luther Wilson was a l s o in te res ted in the m i l i t a r y , and under the New York S ta te M i l i t i a
A c t of 1830, organized one of the fi r s t a r t i l l e r y companies in Wilson. About t h i s same t ime,
the 180th Regiment was organized, and we are t o l d t h a t C o l . Andrew Suther land, f a t h e r of t h e
7 Sutherland s i s t e r s , was i t s commanding o f fi c e r.

Captain Luther Wilson's Co. L was in the 66th R e g t . , and they used to set up their cannon
on a h i l l a t the west end o f Young St ree t , and fi r e a t a ta rge t placed about one quarter m i le
no r th on another small h i l l on the dank »f 12 Mi le Creek. The h i l l where the target was
placed is known to t h i s day ag "cannon b a l l h i l l " because f o r many years l a t e r , cannon b a l l s
could be found there--especial ly a f t e r heavy ra ins washed away the s o i l . In the 1950's, a
boy digging f o r fish ing worms found a 1b cannon b a l l there which was l a t e r g i v e n to the
museum.

According to information g iven us by Charles Buchner of Ransomville, there were fi v e com‑
panies making u p the 66th Regt d u r i n g the 1850's. I n addi t ion t o Capt. Wilson's a r t i l l e r y
u n i t , there were the L i g h t Dragoons commanded by Capt. B.H. Fletcher of Lockpor t , and the
"Hibernian Volunteers" under L t . Commander John Tu r n e r. Two o the r companies are unidentified.

The Niagara Democrat r a n an i t e m on t h e I r i s h u n i t , Jane 26th, 1851, as fo l l ows :
"Hibernian Volunteer o f fi c e r s , non-commissioned o f fi c e r s and musicians of the uniformed com‑
pany known as t h e Niagara Hibernian Volunteers in D i s t . 8, attached to t h e 66th R e g t . , 31st
B r i gade , 8th D i v. o f t he M i l i t i a o f t he S t a t e , a re hereby ordered to meet a t Camp R i l e y on
Monday, June 30, 1851, f o r an encampment of s i x days."

P r i o r to t h e C i v i l War there were f o u r m i l i t a r y camps in N i a g a r a County where regimental
d r i l l s were h e l d . Camp R i l e y was on t h e escarpment at t h e nor th end of Trans i t S t . in l o c k ‑
p o r t ; Camp Townsend was in O l c o t t ; Camp Wilson was on the no r th s ide of Upper M t . Rd. j u s t
west of Goth ic H i l l , Cambria; and Camp Cuy le r was at t he west end of Sunset Is land in Wilson.

An amusing t a l e i s t o l d about a "ba t t l e " t h a t took p lace a t Camp Cuy ler d u r i n g an encamp‑
ment t h e r e of the 66th Reg t . in 1854. One n i g h t , Capt . Wilson and h i s rambunctious company
o f m i l i t i a m e n , decided t o sneak o u t o f camp and t e s t t h e m i l i t a r y readiness o f the regiment.

T h e i r e f f o r t was successful, and soon they t r i e d to re-enter t h e camp from a d i f f e ren t
d i r e c t i o n in an attempt to capture two cannons. They were suddenly chal lenged by a sentry
who gave the alarm, p u t t i n g the e n t i r e camp i n a n up roa r.

Al though no l i v e ammunition was used, t h e r e were p l e n t y of bruised bodies as a r e s u l t of
the ensuing b a t t l e . When everyth ing fi n a l l y quieted down, Cap t . Wilson and h i s men were p r o ‑
claimed the v i c t o r s as t h e y managed to g e t t h e two cannon out of camp.

When the C i v i l War s ta r t ed , the 66th M i l i t i a Regiment d i d no t enter the confl i c t as a u n i t ,
however, n e a r l y a l l o f i t s o f fi c e r s and men re-en l i s ted in o ther N iagara Co. Regiments.

It is a matter of record t h a t about 385 persons served in t h e C i v i l War from t h e Wilson
area, and o f t h a t number over 100 served w i t h B a t t e r y M , 1 s t New York L i g h t A r t i l l e r y .a a a eeeeeees
JANUARY MEETING:

O n January 20th, d i s c o u n t i n g b l i z z a r d s , Miss Helen Stevens w i l l t a l k about two o f Wilson's
most famous products , "P ick les and Vinegar" . Helen is a n a t i v e of Wilson and w i l l be remem‑
bered by many as a teacher in t h e Wilson elementary school system.

Emma Schrader, Chrm., has announced t h a t refreshments w i l l be served a f t e r the m e e t i n g by
Emma Lou Reppentine, L o i s Barnum, and S h e l l e y Andrews.x * © & & & H H KHH OF
BON MOT:

A l l husbands are a l i k e , b u t t hey have d i f f e r e n t faces s o you can t e l l them apart .%# ee HH HH HH OH



BAR FLYS TOOK OVER: ‑
An o l d "Wilson Sta r " reveals t h a t up to 1895 it was popu la r f o r b a r customers to cast d i c e

f o r d r i nks - -w i t h the l o s e r pay ing t h e tab .
When the v i l l a g e board passed r e g u l a t i o n s t o p r o h i b i t gambling o r games o f chance, a n i n ‑

genious method was devised to g e t around t h e ordinance.
The barkeeper would p l a c e lumps of s u g a r, s i m i l a r in s i z e to d i c e , a l o n g t h e b a r w i t h

each lump rep resen t i ng a d r i n k e r .
The fi r s t fl y t o l i g h t o n a lump o f sugar would make t h e person behind t h a t p a r t i c u l a r

lump responsible f o r a round of d r i n k s .
Accord ing to t h e b a r ' s pat rons, t h i s wasn' t gambl ing--and in case t h e r e was any quest ion,

t h e fl y was respons ib le anyway.
The shrewd bar tender used to keep t h e fl y s away f rom his lump of sugar by p u t t i n g turpen‑

. t i n e o n i t - - t h u s p rov i ng t h a t even back i n 1895 t h e r e were t r i c k s t o a l l t rades.
* + + € &€& HHH HF KHKFiF

WE ARE IMPRESSED:
Eigh teen students f rom Nancy N ieve r t ' s kth grade c lass a t Thomas Marks School v i s i t e d t h e

museum on Dec. k th , and were g i v e n a gu ided tou r of t h e premises by M i l l i e and Don Croop. The
p u p i l s appeared to have a keen i n t e r e s t in t h e i r town's h i s t o r y , and f rom t h e many questions
asked, showed they were wel l -versed on t h e l o c a l h i s t o r y o f t h e i r community.

The youngsters seemed to en joy l i s t e n i n g to severa l o l d musical instruments i n c l u d i n g t h e
1898 Edison c y l i n d e r phonograph, and o f fi c e r s of t h e s o c i e t y were impressed by the neat, hand‑
w r i t t e n notes which were sent t o t h e s o c i e t y b y t h e c l a s s f o l l o w i n g t h e i r v i s i t .

4 * + *€ * &F &€& & He
FAIR COMMITTEE TO MEET:

L o i s Barnum, Gen. Chrm., has scheduled a mee t ing of a l l f a i r chairmen at h e r home on Maple
Rd., Thurs. , Jan. 16th, at 7:00PM. Plans f o r t h e 1986 Memorial Day F a i r w i l l be discussed,
and i t is impor tan t t h a t everyone a t t e n d and be prepared to make suggest ions f o r the event .

There is s t i l l an u rgen t need to fi n d someone w i l l i n g to t a k e charge of t h e food t a b l e s in
the t ranspo r ta t i on b u i l d i n g ; t he k i t chene t te i n t h e museum; a l so a person to o rde r supp l i es .
Remember, the annual f a i r is our main "one shot" money-making p r o j e c t - - i t keeps us g o i n g . if
everyone w i l l p i t c h in t h i s one d a y, we may be ab le to avo id r a i s i n g o u r membership dues.

%* + * & & & HHH KHH KFOF
QUILTERS SHARPEN THEIR NEEDLES:

B e t t y Stimson, Chrm., has announced t h a t work on t h e soc ie ty 's new q u i l t w i l l b e g i n t h i s
January at the home of Florence Schultz, 2419 Lake Rd. If you would l i k e to he lp w i t h t h i s
p r o j e c t , you may c a l l Be t ty o r Florence f o r more in fo rmat ion .

x & H & HH HR H H H H HF
NEW MEMBERS: Li mw

Welcome our l a t e s t new members, John P. Munch of S i l v e r Creek, NY; and Robert and Jean
Haley, Town of Tonawanda, NY.

* & H K H e H H H H H H K O K

A FRIENDLY PLACE:
Although the museum w i l l be closed to v i s i t o r sin Jam., Feb., and March, our congenial

hostesses w i l l be back on the job in A p r i l . .
Favorable comments from some who have v i s i t e d the museum would indicate t h a t our "greeters"

have done a grea t j o b . The i r c o r d i a l welcome, knowledge o f t h e community, and w i l l i n g n e s s t o
Please, have a l l combined to make t h e Wilson Museum a f r i e n d l y p lace to v i s i t .

* *& &€ &€ & & & € F&F H HK iF

HISTORIC BRIEFS:
Jan. 12, 1887: D r . W.eJ. P r i s h , r i s i n g young p h y s i c i a n i n Wilson, was u n i t e d i n marr iage

to Miss Gert rude A . R ice , one o f Lockpo r t ' s charming young b e l l e s , on Thursday, Jan. 6 , 1887.
The happy b r i d e and groom have taken up res idence in t h i s v i l l a g e .

Messrs. Wi l l iam and Fred Donner have ren ted t h e f a r m owned by S. Thompson.
(Lockport D a i l y Union)

* & & e KH HH KR KH H K OF

MEMBERS PROVIDE INTERESTING PROGRAM:
The scheduled guest speakers f o r t h e December meet ing were unable to at tend due to snowy

weather and bad roads, bu t Dorothy L i n a b e r y, Program Chrm., saved the day b y i n v i t i n g t h e
members present to t e l l about t h e i r most memorable "Christmas p a s t " . Needless to s a y, many
i n t e r e s t i n g and amusing t a l e s were t o l d .

Three musical s tu f fed animals were r a f fl e d o f f , and t h e winners were, Susan Stimson, Santa
Bear; Kyle Andrews, Reindeer; and Edna Rose, Snow B e a r. Carole Schnoor was in c h a r g e of t h e
s u c c e s s f u l  d r a w i n g .

The soc iab le even ing was topped o f f w i t h a d e l i c i o u s se lec t ion o f Christmas cookies
which were furnished and served by L o i s Dav is , Celeste Crawford, and Carole Schnoor.+ «+& & HH& HKHKHRKHKHOF
UF-COMING EVENTS:

Jan. 8th: Board o f D i rec to r s w i l l meet a t D r . S ingh 's O f fi c e , Wed. even ing , 8:00PM.
Jan. 16th: F a i r Committee meet ing , Barnum home, Maple Rd . , Thurs. even ing , 73:00PM.
Jan. 20th: Monthly mee t i ng , Wi lson Museum, Mon. even ing , 7:30PM.

ee & KK He HR eR KR KH HR KH OF
IT WAS A BAD YEAR:

Feb. 1895: I t i s feared t h a t t h e man who p r e d i c t e d t h i s would b e t h e m i l d e s t w i n t e r i n
5 0 y r s . , has been l o s t i n t h e recent severe b l i z z a r d - - a t l e a s t n o t h i n g has been seen o r heard
f rom him s i n c e o u r o ld- fash ioned w i n t e r s e t in in ernest.

Wilson has had no communication w i t h t h e outs ide world f o r a week, and it is repor ted snow
is 15 f t . deep in f r o n t of Charles Sweet's residence on Lake Rd. Old residents c la im Wilson
had a s i m i l a r storm in 1855. Noone is worry ing about t h e i c e crop at t h e harbor because the
i c e is two f e e t t h i c k t h i s year. (Wilson S ta r )% + HeH H RHH HLH H L H OF
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DANIELS ROAD RECOLLECTIONS:
Harry Les te r was 95 years o f age when he was in te r v i ewed by t h e l a t e Dorothy Th i l k , f o r ‑

ner town h i s t o r i a n , and a t the t ime h e was l i v i n g o n t h e L e s t e r homestead where h e had been
o r n .

He reca l l ed t h a t h i s g rand fa the r, Samuel L e s t e r, was a blacksmith who had learned h i s
t rade i n England, and when the E r i e Barge Canal Locks were b u i l t a t L o c k p o r t , was foreman
of t h e blacksmiths.

He sa id t h a t the Daniels Road was named a f t e r t h e Daniels f a m i l y who l i v e d south of
t h e Ridge on l o t n o . 10. M r s . E l i s h a Daniels was born in 1800 and d i e d in 1828, and she
was b u r i e d next to h e r son on the fa rm where t h e y l i v e d . Up to several years ago, t h e two
stones t h a t marked t h e i r graves could be seen f rom t h e highway.

When Mr. L e s t e r was a b o y, he remembered the re were many apple orchards a long the road,
and t h e branches from many of t h e o l d “Spi tzenbergs", "Snows", and "Golden Sweets", o f t e n
spread ove r t h e h ighway.

At t h e corner of t h e North R idge and Daniels roads, t h e t rees were so t h i c k t h e bark
was str ipped from one of them to show where the Daniels Road began.

The Lesters l i v e d under the same rugged conditions experienced by other e a r l y set t lers
who l i v e d o f f the land . A f te r bu tcher ing hogs in the f a l l , hams were salted and smoked,
sausage and l i verwurs t were packed in crocks, and soap was made w i t h f a t from the meat and
l y e extracted from wood ashes. . .

Apple b u t t e r was also made by b o i l i n g down c i d e r in a l a r g e i r o n k e t t l e suspended over
a n open fi r e i n which bushels o f apples were added and cooked f o r hours whi le s t i r r i n g con‑
s t a n t l y to prevent scorching. A flat paddle fastened to a l o n g cedar po le was general ly
used t o d o the s t i r r i n g .

Harry remembered tha t the North Ridge road was o r i g i n a l l y l a i d out north of i t s present
route which accounts why some homes are fu r t he r from the road today than others . He also
r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e fi r s t store was located near t h e North Ridge Cemetery, but was moved to
another l o c a t i o n b y A r t Scoby who l a t e r s o l d i t t o B e r t L a f fl e r .

The North Ridge Posto ffice was at t h e r e a r o f a house next to L a f fl e r ' s s tore , and t h i s
was where res iden ts o f t h e Daniels road used to p i c k up t h e i r m a i l .

The o l d Bert L a f fl e r store is no l o n g e r the re , b u t many area residents may s t i l l remember
when h i s son, Huey L a f fl e r , used to t o u r t h e coun t rys ide w i t h horse and wagon, ( l a t e r t ruck)
and dispensed g r o c e r i e s , dress goods, meats, kerosene and o the r s tap les house t o house.

x * * eK He KH H H KH KH OF

SENIOR CITIZENS FETED:
Near ly 100 sen ior c i t i z e n s attended t h e l t h annual breakfast at Wilson H i g h School where

they had t h e opportuni ty to en joy t h e s k i l l s of t h e younger genera t ion . Students d i rec ted
them to t h e audi tor ium where they were welcomed by Ted Grock i , P r i n c i p a l , and John Rodgers,
Pres. of t h e Teachers' Association. Before ad journ ing to the c a f e t e r i a , t h e school band,
under the d i r e c t i o n o f K e i t h Schessl, p layed severa l Ho l i day se lec t i ons .

A d e l i c i o u s breakfast was prepared and served b y t h e 8th grade home career s k i l l s classes
w i t h h e l p f rom Janet Pryce and t h e c a f e t e r i a s t a f f , and a n i c e added touch were the p l a c e
s e t t i n g s which featured m i n i loaves of bread, Christmas cards, j a r s of j e l l y , tomato j u i c e ,
and molded chocolates--a l l prepared by t h e 8 th g r a d e r s .

D u r i n g break fas t , guests were entertained by t h e Senior Ensemble directed by Lynda
Wi l l iams, t h e Musicale di rected by Maureen Moore, a l so Christmas Carols sung by t h e French,
L a t i n , and Spanish students. A spec ia l dance was performed by Tina Schul tz , a fl u t e and
p iano duet was performed by Tammy McVie and K i r s t e n Szantor, and t h e r e were a l s o square
dance demonstrations, a scene f r o m the Junior-Senior p l a y , "Mash", and a l i v e l y performance
by t h e Va r s i t y Cheerleaders. Of specia l i n t e r e s t was a f a s h i o n show which featured students
of t h e Home Economics c lass m o d e l i n g some of t h e i r own hand-made fash ions .

A v a r i e t y of s k i l l s and exhib i ts were demonstrated by t h e students in the l i b r a r y , and
a l l Sen io r C i t i z e n s appeared to appreciate t h e amount of work and e f f o r t expended by
school p e r s o n n e l t o make t h e i r v i s i t a memorable occasion.

x * & & K O H H H K H H K F

MEMBER IN THE NEWS:
Congratulat ions to Sharon Schotz who was awarded a t r i p to t h e Nat ional h-H Congress f o r

h e r excellence d u r i n g t h e past 9 y r s . in t h e h-H food d i v i s i o n progran .
* * & & & HH & & KH H HK OF

BON MOT: ‘The man wi th a new idea is a crank u n t i l t he idea succeeds. --Mark Twain.
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NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Gary S. P e t t i t , son of Sidney and Donna P e t t i t , was-born J u l y 2, 1949, and graduated f rom
Wilson Central School i n 1968. The f o l l o w i n g yea r h e en l is ted i n the U.S. Coast Guard and
completed h i s bas ic t r a i n i n g at Cape May, NJ. He was then assigned to t h e 327 f t . C.G. Cut ter
"Bibb" a t Boston, and d u r i n g t h e next two years p a r t i c i p a t e d i n many search and rescue oper=
ations i n the north A t l a n t i c Ocean.

In 1971 he was t rans fer red to South Por t land, ME, and whi le opera t ing 40 f t . rescue c r a f t
as coxswain and board ing o f fi c e r , was c i t e d f o r many d a r i n g rescues o f f the Mainecoast. He
was honorably discharged in 1975 w i t h t h e rank of Pe t t y O f fi c e r , 1s t Class, and also received
t h e Coast Guard Good Conduct Medal.

Gary's roots spread deep in Wi lson through h i s g .g -g rand fa the r, W i l l i am O. P e t t i t , one o f
the town's e a r l y p ioneers who came here in 1822, Wi l l iam was a farmer who helped c lear h i s
l and from the unbroken f o r e s t , and l a t e r served a s 1 s t L i e u t . o f Capt. Wilson's A r t i l l e r y Coes
N.Y.S. M i l i t i a .

Gary is an employee of t he Har r i son Radiator D i v. o f GMC at Lockpor t , and a lso an ac t i ve
member of t h e Coast Guard Reserve. He is a stock ca r r a c i n g fan , an a v i d bowler, and also
enjoys h u n t i n g , fi s h i n g , and b o a t i n g .

% * H H H H HR HH H
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Anne Wilson, Oregon, has donated two photos showing schoolmates at D i s t r i c t No. 12 school,
Maple Rd. , ca. 1886, A l l c h i l d r e n i n p i c t u r e s a r e i d e n t i fi e d .

Meadred Hi l lman: Three photos showing how "Ave r i l l ' s Corners" and "Drews Corners” looked
in 1900.

F loyd Clark : Two s t e e l auto ramps.
Dorothy K n i g h t , N. Tonawanda: Ten candleholders.
Norma Ramsdell, Newfane: 192 Cream Separa to r.
Clarence Monroe: Metal Marker f o r "Woodmen o f America t h a t belonged t o Gus S c h e f fl e r.
Sam McCoy: 1870 Howe Pla t fo rm Scale made in Rutland, VT.
Mary McCoy; Three g lass Paper Weights, S c r i p t Pen in lea ther case, Two Bodice p i n s and

baby p i n , ca. 1900.
L a r r y Bulmer: Wooden apple b a r r e l used by Frank P i n g l e . L i k e new.
B i l l and Mary Bar tz : Set o f World's F a i r l i cense p l a t e s , also cow t ie -cha in .
Harold S. Argue, Pendleton: C o l l e c t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l volumes in exce l lent condi t ion. A l l

books are l i s t e d under accession reco rd 85-87.
Charles and Beatrice Mensch, Mesa, AZ: One book, "Team Work f o r V i c t o r y " , and two copies

of the Harrison Chronicle.
* * & He & HR H He HK *

IN MEMORIAM:
W. Arthur Davenport, d ied at Inter-Commnrity Hosp i ta l , Newfane, on Dec. 22, 1985. He

leaves h i s w i fe , the former Al ice Townsend, and a daughter, Mrs. Ernest (Carol) Grenvi l le of
Wilson, also 2 grandaughters. He r e t i r e d from Kimberly-Clark Corp; was a member of Exley U.
Methodist Church; the Red Jacket Masonic Lodge in Lockport; and joined the Wilson H is . Soc.
i n 1981. Interment was i n Greenwood Cemetery, Wilsof, w i t h Rev. David Palmer o f fi c i a t i n g .

Joseph W. Vana died at Mount S t . Marys Hosp i ta l , Jan. 11, 1986, and leaves h i s w i f e the
former Bessie M. Clark; also 2 daughters, Mrs. Wil l iam (Joyce) Westadt, and Mrs. S h i r l e y
H o l l i s t e r, Lewiston; a l so 9 grandch i l d ren and 10 g-g randch i l d ren . He r e t i r e d from the N.Y.
Telephone Co. in 1965, was an army veteran of World War I , a member of the 1s t Presbyter ian
Church, Lewiston, a l so F i r e Co. Exempts, American Leg ion , Odd Fellows, Masonic Lodge, Lewiston
H i s . Soc., and Wilson H i s . Soc. s ince 1973.

% He He HK HH H HH *

"GEORGE" NEEDS A BACK-UP:
There are some r o u t i n e jobs necessary to operate and main ta in the mseum. These inc lude

t h i n g s l i k e t u r n i n g on or c l o s i n g water valves; adding ant i - f reeze to outs ide fl u s h t o i l e t s ;
d r a i n i n g outs ide l i n e s and water heater ; a l s o s e r v i c i n g h e a t i n g equipment, ant ique cars,
w indmi l l , alarm system, e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g , d i spos ing garbage, o r checking doors and windows
f o r energy l o s s . Our members should be aware when these t h i n g s have tobe done, so a char t
w i l l be made up and posted in t h e museum. There w i l l be a p lace f o r your name if you f e e l
you can he lp out as a "back-up".

Up to now we've depended p r e t t y much on A r t Schnoor, Johnny Myers, "Chuck" Messersmith,
Bob Rose, Doc Argue, L a r r y Bulmer, Whit Barnum, Clark Stimson, B u r t Jennings, George L i n n a b e r y,
Leo Klees, Tom Sharpe, Ralph Dinse, E lw in Upton, N e t t i e Stimson, Lo i s Barnum, M i l l i e Croop ,
Maryanne Sharpe, and L o i s Jennings to keep an eye on t h i n g s . They've a l l done a great j o b .

Wet h i n k y o u ' l l agree i f some of t h e above operat ions were neglected or f o r g o t t e n , i t could
b e v e r y c o s t l y . W ea r e b r i n g i n g t h i s t o y o u r a t t e n t i o n i n t h e hope t h a t someone w i l l b e ready
to l e n d a hand in case "George" i s n ' t around when we need him.
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM:
B i l l Ganshaw w i l l be guest speaker on Feb. 17th, and w i l l t e l l how fi r e s were fought before

Wilson Vo l . F i r e Co. No.1 was organized. He has been a Volunteer f o r 48 years.
Emma Schrader, Chrm., has asked Edna Rose, Jane Demmin, and Dorothy L innabery to f u r n i s h

and serve refreshments a f t e r the program.
The Board o f D i rec to rs w i l l meet a t Doc's O f fi c e on Lake S t . , Feb. 12th, a t 8:00PM.
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NEW MEMBERS:
Please welcome the f o l l o w i n g new members: G e r r i t and Linda Moot, Palm Bay, Fla.e; Joseph

and Elizabeth Scherer, Lake S t . , Wilson; and Gary P e t t i t , Casewood Dr i ve , Wilson.
x * & HH & H H HR

WILSON STAR=1895: The man who gets mad at what newspapers say about him should g i v e thanks
each day f o r what the newspapers know about h i m and don't say.
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"DOWN BY THE VINEGAR WORKS":
A l l an H inch l i f fe was born i n S i n c l a i r v i l l e , NY, and was a good neighbor and f r i e n d o f

Charles Tugwel l . When M r. Tugwell s tar ted t h e Fredonia Canning Co. in Wilson, A l l a n a l s o
came to t a e laxeside v i l l a g e where he l a t e r s ta r ted up h i s own v i n e g a r p l a n t .

The Hinch l i f fe V i n e g a r Company was fi r s t located east o f t h e present Ontar io Orchards
Cold S t o r a g e , b u t in 1916 t h e b u i l d i n g burned down and M r. H inch l i f fe then purchased the
Taggart and Stevens property at Wilson S t a t i o n .

In 1918, he used l a k e sand and grave l to pour a hol low-core Ox120 f o o t concrete b u i l d i n g
next t o t h e r a i l s p u r. A t t h e f r o n t , o n t h e 1 s t and 2nd fl o o r s , was a n open space f o r ba r re l
s to rage , and at t h e r e a r of t h e 2nd fl o o r was t h e machinery f o r g r i n d i n g up t h e apples t h a t
were delivered f rom storage b i n s .

A f t e r t h e apples were ground, t h e y were sent below in chutes where press c lo ths held them
between wooden racks u n t i l t h e c i d e r was squeezed ou t . The res idue , c a l l e d pomace, was dr ied
and so ld f o r p e c t i n , and t h e waste pomace was p i l e d outs ide and became a good source f o r
fi s h i n g worms.

A 50x120 foo t generating p l a n t was a lso constructed and it held f o r t y wooden "generator"
tanks w i t h each con ta in ing 5 tons of coke. The c ide r was pumped from the press b u i l d i n g to
l a r g e storage tanks w i t h a capacity of 20,000 to 50,000 ga l lons . When the sugar in the sweet
c ide r changed to alcohol , it was repeatedly recycled through the generators changing it to
acet ic o r c ide r v i n e g a r.

Each year, 500,000 to 700,000 ga l l ons of v i n e g a r were shipped to p lan ts in New York,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Mich igan , and b o t t l i n g and p i ck l e plants in Wilson also obtained v i n ‑
egar from the Hinchl i f fe Company. . .

A s t ime passed, wh i te v i n e g a r , made from g r a i n alcohol, was also produced wi th much o f the
same basic processes used. ‘There were on l y 3 or 4 men employed at the p l a n t year ‘round, but
d u r i n g harvest t i m e the re could be as many as t h i r t y .

The business was sold to Augsburger and Cooper in t h e l a t e 1940's, b u t t h e p l a n t closed
down a shor t t ime l a t e r . The s i t e is now occupied by t h e B a s i l Equipment Co. , and n o t h i n g
remains to remind residents of Wilson's h i s t o r i c o l d Vinegar Works.

(Note: Information f o r t h e above i t e m received f rom Miss Helen Stevens, courtesy of
M r s . Eleanor Myers, daughter of t h e l a t e A l l a n Hinchliffe. )
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IN MEMORIAM:
The s o c i e t y extends i t s condolences to t h e f a m i l y of P e a r l P. Legge t t , 81, who passed

away a t Mount S t . Mary's H o s p i t a l , Feb. 11 , 1986, f o l l o w i n g a shor t i l l n e s s . She was a n ope r ‑
a t o r f o r t h e N.Y. Telephone Co. f o r many years ; a member of t h e Dickersonvi l le Methodist
Church; Ransomville F i r e Co. Ladies A u x i l i a r y ; and Wilson H i s . Soc.

She is survived by a son and daugh te r, W i l l i a m of Ransomville; and Mrs . Anthony (June)
Moshano o f North Po r t , F l a ; a s tep -b ro the r, Russel Seefe ld t o f Wilson; a l so 7 grandchi ldren
and 7 great-grandchildren. Interment was at North Ridge Cemetery w i t h t h e Rev. Robert Boyer.
o f fi c i a t i n g . x # & € & 4 H iH HHOF
MARCH ACTIVITIES:

The program, "Memories and Mementos of a Bergen Coun t ry Store" w i l l be presented at the
r e g u l a r m e e t i n g o n March 17th b y Halsey B u e l l , S r . , who w i l l t a l k about t h e o l d store opera=~
t e d by h i s grandfather at B e r g e n , NY.

Refreshments w i l l be served by Helen Hor ton , Marion P e t t i t , and Helen Sher r ie , w i t h tea
and co f fee provided by t h e s o c i e t y .

The r e g u l a r m e e t i n g o f t h e Board of D i rec tors w i l l be h e l d a t Doc's o f fi c e , hOO Lake S t . ,
on Wednesday, March 12th, at 8:00PM.
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HISTORIC BRIEFS FROM LOCKPORT DAILY UNION:

Feb. 2, 1887: The town c l e r k of Wilson reports 3, deaths, 60 b i r t h s , and 20 weddings on
record f o r t h e year 1886,

Feb. 9, 1887: Our popular townsman, ex-superv isor M. S. G i f f o r d , and Jus t ice Arthur
B a r g e r , have formed a partnership as p u b l i c auct ioneers.

Feb. 16, 1887: The Wilson Deba t i ng Club has decided t h a t b u i l d i n g t h e Rome, Watertown,
and Ogdensburg R.R. was 4 detriment to t h e towne RW. & 0. beware! Your f a t e is sealed.
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BON MOT: March i s sp r i ng , sort o f , b u t don' t b e t on i t .



THE HURLBURT TOUCH: ~ 4
Around 1930, M r s . M a r j o r i e Hur lbur t organized t h e 1 s t g i r l s ' g l e e c lub in t h e o l d Wilson

H i g h School. and,in a n e f f o r t t o i n t e r e s t t h e boys i n v o c a l music , a n operetta was g i v e n
which l e d to t h e format ion of a mixed chorus.

The proceeds f rom s e v e r a l musicals were used to purchase a piano and c h o i r robes, and by
1937 both cho i rs were entered in t h e N.Y.S . Music Assoc. compet i t i ons . In 1938, the mixed
chorus competed in t h e Nat iona l contest h e l d at A lbany.

One of t h e operet tas d i rec ted by Mrs . Hu r l bu r t was "The Captain of t h e Guard", and p i c t u r e
i f y o u w i l l a teen age cast composed o f Ra lph S e e f e l d t , De lber t Schu l tz , Yvonne Duxbury,
S a l l y Moot, H a r r i e t Landy, M a r i l y n Coe, Frances Fenn, Jack Burton, Char les Horton, S t a n l e y
Mabor, C l i f f o r d Upton, Jack Johnson, A l i c e F r i t t o n , S tewar t Hamilton, and Kenneth Moss.

Guardsmen were C l i f f o r d Upton, Gordon Ve l z y , Sherman A l l g e i e r , Me lv in Myers, George Man‑
n i n g , M e l v i n Upton, W i l l a r d H a r r i s , and Carson Demmin.

F o l k Dancers, under t h e d i r e c t i o n o f Eleanor H i n c h l i f f e , inc luded Eleanor Burch, V i r g i n i a
Coe, Mary McCormick, Dor i s Lu t z , Mary Stone, Norma Stockwel l , L u c i l l e Swick, Eva Winters,
Barbara Gale, and Cather ine Gale.

Peasants in the l i v e l y operetta were Jean B a r y, A l b e r t Blemaster, Janet Ca r te r, Martha
Chapman, V i r g i n i e Crawford, Marulyn Cuddaback, C a r o l Fenn, Steve F r i t t o n , P h y l i s s G i f f o r d ,
Bea t r i ce Hahn, Rosemary Hahn, Naomi Johnson, L e l a L i t cha rd , Jack Moore, C l i f f o r d McCoy,
J a r v i s P e t t i t , Georg ia Plumb, Joyce R i g n a l l , Helen Seefe ld t , Mar jo r ie Schu l tz , C la ra Simon,
Florence Simon, Jack Stone, Be t t y Sweeney, Sumner S t a c y, Blanche Thompson, Richard Winters,
and Robert V i l l e n t .

Mrs . H u r l b u r t had t h e s p e c i a l knack f o r b r i n g i n g out t h e bes t i n h e r young s i n g e r s , and
t h e musical programs she d i r e c t e d at Wi lson School w i l l l o n g be remembered by t h e parents
and f r i e n d s of h e r many students.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, IDA:

I d a Ereon, a res iden t o f t h e Newfane Hea l th F a c i l i t y , was honored o n her 107th b i r t h d a y
w i t h a r e c e p t i o n a t t h e home o f Emma Schrader, Wi lson, o n February 18, 1986. I d a was bo rn
in t h e town of Wilson in 1879, and f o r many y e a r s , l i v e d w i t h h e r husband, Seymour Ereon, at
t h e i r home on Wilcox S t r e e t . Old Timers w i l l remember when Seymour and Henry G i l e s b u i l t
and operated t h e Gem Theater in Wi lson, and I d a he lped o u t at t h e t i c k e t window.
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NEW LIFE MEMBER:
D r. Edwin Gates of Niagara F a l l s is t he l a t e s t a d d i t i o n to the L i f e Membership Class of

the Wilson His tor ica l Soc ie ty. D r. Gates was born on May 18, 1900, and was the son of Edwin
Lewis and Al ice Wilder Gates. He was married to Agnes Cameron, and they had one son, Edwin
W. Gates, J r .

D r. Gates, a graduate o f Colby Co l lege and the Harvard Medical School, i s a n I n t e r n i s t
and D i a b e t o l o g i s t . H e i s a member o f the American Medical Assoc.; Fellow o f the American
Co l lege of Physic ians; N.Y. S ta te Medical Assoc.3 Niagara Co. Medical Assoc.; Niagara F a l l s
Academy of Medicine; N.Y. Academy of Science; WNY Society of Internal Medicine; American
Soc. of I n t e r n a l Medicine; Niagara F a l l s Diabetes’ Assoc.; and Honorary Member of the North
Dakota Diabetes Associat ion.
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GIFT ACKNOWLEDGED:
The Wilson H i s . Soc. has received a C e r t i fi c a t e o f Char ter Membership from t h e Statue o f

L i b e r t y - E l l i s Is land Foundation, and informed t h a t t h e soc ie ty 's name w i l l b e o f fi c i a l l y
recorded and entered on a permanent "Keg i s te r of Contributors" to be disp layed at t h e museum
o f t h e r e b u i l t Statue o f L i b e r t y .
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PLANS OUTLINED FOR "MEMORIAL DAY FAIR":
Chai rpersons f o r t h i s years "Memorial Day F a i r " on May 26, 1986, met l a s t month at t he

home of L o i s Barnum, Gen. Chrm., and discussed p lans f o r t h e b i g annual event.
Over 200 dea le rs o f ant iques and c r a f t s w i l l be i n v i t e d to pa r t i c i pa te in the huge " fl e a

market", and severa l c r a f t d i s p l a y s w i l l a l s o be demonstrated on the grounds.
Specia l emphasis w i l l be placed on s e r v i n g home-made foods such as C h i l i , Salads, Pies,

and Breads, and the re w i l l a l so b e a p l e n t i f u l supply o f "Funnel Cakes", Hot Dogs, Sausage,
Beverages, and Chicken Bar-5-Q. Other f a v o r i t e s of t h e F a i r w i l l inc lude spec ia l en te r ta in ‑
ment, museum e x h i b i t s , ant ique c a r d i s p l a y, q u i l t r a f fl e , and f r e e movies f o r c h i l d r e n .

A l so , f o r t h e convenience and s a f e t y of v i s i t o r s , members of t h e "Races" r a d i o emergency
u n i t w i l l p a t r o l t h e grounds, and a F i r s t A i d u n i t of Wi lson F i r e Co. #1 w i l l be present.
Free S h u t t l e Bus Serv ice , f r e e p a r k i n g , and f r e e admission w i l l a l so be provided.

% + + + + &€ € & RH iF

MEMBER IN THE NEWS:
One of the more unusual acquisit ions received at t h e museum is the one m i l l i o n year o l d

p e t r i fi e d t u r t l e which was found i n t h e Southern T i e r b y Clarence Monroe. The a u t h e n t i c i t y
of h i s find,which he dug from C l e a r Creek near Hume, was v e r i fi e d by the s t a f f of t h e Buf ‑
f a l o Museum o f Sc ience. Clarence l a t e r received a golden c e r t i fi c a t e from the Nat ional
Geographic Soc ie t y which r e c o g n i z e s importantgeographical discoveries by p r i v a t e indiv iduals .

x * & & & H & H
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Several donations re la ted to t h e former Hur lbur t Bros . Co. of Wilson include a framed
p i c t u r e showing f o u r processes used t h e r e c a . 1950 and donated by Gordon Scheffler; Twenty
invo ice sheets from George C o l l i n s ; Gold K r i s p l a b e l f o r Bar t le t t Pears from Stewart Walpole;
and 8 snapshots of former Hur lburt B r o s . employees, f rom Ruth K o r f f .

I d a Wi lson : 4 Photos of e a r l y Wilson Harbor; Photo of o l d Wilson Ball team; 6 postcards
of e a r l y Wilson scenes; Lake Is land Park Brochure; and small map of park's north section.
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A STROLL DOWN MEMORY LANE:
Around t h e t u r n of t h e century, when l a r g e crowds gathered at Wilson's "Lake I s l a n d Park" ,

Claude Jones, a hometown b o y, would i n fl a t e h i s b a l l o o n and r i s e 1,000 to 1500 f e e t above
t h e ground. He fi l l e d i t w i t h h o t a i r by p l a c i n g i t ove r a frame under which a fi r e was
b u i l t , and w h i l e the bag expanded a r i n g of men would h o l d it in p l a c e . when t h e b a l l o o n
reached i t s c a p a c i t y, Claude would y e l l , "Le t h e r g o " , and o f f he 'd s a i l i n t o space.

The a i r i n the b a l l o o n would c o o l o f f a t about 1500 f e e t causing i t t o r o l l o v e r, a i d a t
t h a t s p l i t second Claude would l e a p f r e e and fl o a t down w i t h a parachute. One t ime the wind
came up when he was ready to take, o f f , and no t w i sh ing to l o s e the h o t a i r , he l e t t h e men
release him anyway. He was blown ou t o v e r t h e l a k e , and when he came down he had to swim
back to shore.

According to the l a t e E a r l Armstrong, t h e amusement resor t was named "Lake I s l a n d Park"
because, when t h e l a n d was fi r s t purchased, t h e east end of t h e " i s l a n d " was p a r t of t h e
p a r k p roper ty. You entered t h e mainland p a r k f rom Harbor S t . , and could d r i v e th rough the
woods to an open area where "Red" Clark 's house now stands. The woods was always crowded
w i t h horses and buggies, and many v i l l a g e r s walked there and would hang t h e i r p i c n i c baskets
on tree l imbs u n t i l they were needed.

A b a l l diamond, backed by a ten f o o t board fence, had bleachers extending from 1st base
to home p l a t e , and they consisted of 2 i nch planks set on wooden posts. Back of home p l a t e
was a grandstand t h a t could seat 500 people, and it cost 15 cents to watch a game--nothing
if you sat on the ground.

West of the grandstand was a l a r g e f e r r i s wheel operated by a steamepowered thresh ing ene
g i n e . A team of horses and tank wagon were used to supply the engine w i th water from the
nearby c r e e k . Just west of the f e r r i s wheei was the d i n i n g h a l l where a good steak dinner
could be bought f o r 50 cents. There was a lso a co lo r fu l red and white refreshment stand
nearby where i c e cream was avai lable and lemon and orangeade was sold f o r 5 cents a g lass .

Beside t h e bay was a b a t h house, boathouse, and water toboggan s l i d e t h a t cost 20 cents a
h a l f nour t o r i d e . Ba th ing s u i t s could b e rented, and 5 0 smal l rowboats were a lso a v a i l a b l e .
A l a r g e dance p a v i l i o n , which stood o n t h e present s i t e o f Clark 's home, was open o n 3 sides
w i t h one end enclosed f o r stage and orches t ra . Dancing u s u a l l y s ta r ted a t noon and l a s t e d
u n t i l m i d n i g h t . The p a v i l i o n was l a t e r rep laced b y t h e Tuscarora o r T-Club.

South of t h e p a v i l i o n was a Merry-go-round which, l i k e t h e f e r r i s wheel, was powered by
an o l d steam t h r e s h i n g e n g i n e . Next to it were 8 swings , and each could accomodate 6 people .
An outdoor audi tor ium w i t h speaker's s tand was loca ted west of the p a v i l i o n , and was l a r g e
enough so 3-act p l a y s could be h e l d the re . Seats on wooden posts were n a i l e d to t rees in a
semi -c i r c le w i t h t h e top row about 20 f e e t o f f t h e ground.

A wooden f o o t b r i d g e connected t h e mainland to Clark 's I s l and , and another arched f o o t
b r i d g e crossed the s l i p l e a d i n g to the Wilson Boathouse. This made it poss ib le f o r persons
u s i n g the excursion boats to walk from t h e east p i e r to t h e Park.

I n 1894, the "Garden C i t y " made two t r i p s d a i l y f rom Toronto, and g e n e r a l l y docked i n
Wi lson at 11:30 AMand 4:30 PM. A Canadian passenger wrote an a r t i c l e t h a t year f o r t h e
"Toronto Journa l " i n which h e described Wi lson a s " A most a t t r a c t i v e spot, thronged w i t h
thousands o f g a i l y dressed, h o l i d a y seekers." He noted t h a t a t t rac t i ons in the pa rk included
"Prominent speakers, band concerts, basebal l games, danc ing, boa t ing , fi s h i n g , w a t e r - l i l y
g a t h e r i n g , water spor ts , f e a s t i n g , and fl i r t i n g . "

He also commented t h a t even though s o f t d r i n k s o n l y were allowed in the p a r k , j u s t beyond
i t s boundaries were two saloons, "Where l a g e r b i e r of v e r y r e f r e s h i n g and minimum i n t o x i c a ‑
t i n g q u a l i t y was dispensed t o endless streams o f never s a t i s fi e d h u m a n i t y. "

He described t h e Greenwood Cemetery as b e i n g " w e l l tenated" b u t not k e p t up in t h e b e s t
cond i t ion , and observed, " I f no one wanted to make t h e e f f o r t necessary to care f o r i t , i t
m i g h t b e t t e r be turned over to a flock of sheep--a p r a c t i s e sometimes used in I n g l i s h church=
y a r d s . " He was, however, impressed by t h e l a r g e number of smal l American F l a g s t h a t marked
the graves from a prev ious Decoration Day observance.

Wilson's status as a resor t town s l o w l y diminished a f t e r 1900 when t r o l l e y serv ice was
s ta r ted from Lockpor t to O l c o t t , b u t today crowds of people are aga in t a k i n g advantage of
the exce l len t b o a t i n g and fi s h i n g which is supported by several fi n e yacht c lubs, marinas,
and boat l aunch ing f a c i l i t i e s .
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BON MOT: G o l f i s what men do to r e l a x when they ' re too t i r e d to mow t h e lawn.
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FAIR UPDATE:
The annual "Memorial Day F a i r " w i l l be he ld on t h e museum grounds, Monday, May 26th, from

10:00 AMto 5:00 PM. A number of s p e c i a l at t ract ions w i l l be featured i n c l u d i n g a huge "flea
market", antique cars, homesmade foods, and a l a r g e v a r i e t y of demonstrations and exhibits.

New t h i s y e a r w i l l be a musical per formance on t h e c a l l i o p e by W i l l Engels of Colden, NY;
a lso an old-fashioned checker game contest sponso red by the Masonic Lodge of Wilson. Although
checkers is enjoyed by mi l l i ons of peop le , many may n o t be aware t h a t it is t h e wor ld 's o ldes tintellectual pastime, and is believed to have o r i g i n a t e d in the days of t h e e a r l y Pharaohs.

John Herberger of Olcot t , Niagara County's champion checker p l a y e r , w i l l take on a l l cha l ‑
lengers, and has been known to p l a y as many as a dozen persons at one t ime wi thou t l o s i n g . He
is a lso the checker champion of Ontario, Can., and placed t h i r d in New York State, so it is
expected t h a t the games w i l l p r o v i d e an in te res t i ng chal lenge to a l l checker enthusiasts.

Other attractions confirmed at t h i s t ime w i l l include a Memorial Day Tr i bu te by t h e Amer i ‑
can Legion Post of Wilson; a concert by t h e Wilson H i g h School Band; and a repeat performance
by the "Banjo Pickers and Company",

There w i l l a lso be wood ca rv i ng demonstrations by Bob Schearer of Wilson, and Te r r y Benton
o f Lockport w i l l e x h i b i t her spinning e x p e r t i s e . Winnie Fischer o f South Wilson w i l l t e l l
about t h e museum's o l d "Donner Loom", and demonstrate, on her own p e r s o n a l loom, how one works.

Jane Demmin, Chrm. o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s " fl e a " t e n t would a p p r e c i a t e i t i f a l l members brought
t h e i r " fl e a " donations to h e r home, t h e museum, or t h e home of Edna Rose ,

Dor is Klees, Chrm. o f the p l a n t booth hopes t h a t a l l "g reen thumbs" are s t a r t i n g p l a n t s ,
and of course the f a i r couldn ' t operate w i thou t a generous response from t h e many members who
furnish p i e s , cakes, salads, c h i l i , e tc .

With f r e e movies and balloons f o r t h e chi ldren, and a number of o ther events in t h e p l a n ‑
n i n g stage, a l l ind icat ions p o i n t to another successful y e a r . There is always a need, however,
f o r younger volunteers to fi l l t h e ranks, so p lease g e t behind you r F a i r Chairmen--they are
doing a good j o b , bu t they can ' t succeed w i thou t y o u .
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MUSEUM MEETINGS:
Due to an unexpected i l l n e s s , Ha l Buehl ,Sr. , was unable to present h i s "Country S to re "

program on March 17th, however, George and Dorothy Linnabery fi l l e d in and presen ted a program
on "The Tools t h a t Men used to b u i l d t h e E r i e Canal, and t h e Songs They Sang". The musical
p o r t i o n o f t he program was g i v e n b y David White.

Mr. Buehl is scheduled to present h i s program a g a i n on A p r i l 21st, b u t if he is s t i l l u n ‑
available, Harold and Dorothy Applegate of Tonawanda w i l l present a program on mechanical toys.

kefreshments at the A p r i l Meeting w i l l be provided and served by L i l l i a n Evans, Sandy Evans,
and Pat r ic ia F i t ch .

At the Board of Di rector meeting on March 12th, Dorothy Linnabery suggested t h a t Kathy
Horton b e i n v i t e d t o g i v e a t a l k a t the museum dur ing v i s i t i n g hours, Sun., A p r i l 20th, a t 2PM.

The Board also approved a suggest ion by Chr ist ine Kelman, Membership Chrm., to make a l l
ac t i ve members o f the soc ie t y, 85 y r s . o r o lder, Honorary Members.

A motion was also made to accept a 1978 Buick E lec t ra hedoor sedan donated by D r. N e i l
Dashkoff. The next Board meeting w i l l be at t he museum A p r i l 9th at 7:30 PM.

% 4 H % 6 H H HH H
NEW MEMBERS:

we a r e pleased to welcome M r. and M r s . Charles R i g n a l l of Sheridan, N.Y. , who jo ined t h e
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty in March, a l s o J e f f Monroe and Dawn Brown of Ransomville, NY.
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:

Best wishes to Edward and Gertrude Marks who celebrated t h e i r 60th Wedding Anniversary
r e c e n t l y w i t h a f a m i l y brunch a t t h e M a r r i o t t I n n i n Buffalo, N.Y.

A su rp r i se b i r t h d a y p a r t y was he ld f o r Myra Pease a t the Lockport Country Club in ce leb ra ‑
t i o n o f h e r 80th b i r t h d a y.

Congratulations to two of our j u n i o r members, Sandy Stimson and Aaron Goodman, who were
selected t o p l a y i n t h e County Concer t he ld a t S t a r p o i n t Cen t ra l School l a s t month.

The Ret i rees Bowling League honored Fay Campbell on h i s 90th b i r thday w i t h a s u r p r i s e
p a r t y at Townline Bowl, Wilson. F a y, who c a r r i e s a 137 average, was presented w i t h a t rophy
to commemorate the occasion.
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THUMB NAIL SKETCH:

Lee Wadsworth B i ck fo rd of N iaga ra F a l l s , was b o r n in Wi lson on Auge 3, 1918. He g r a d u ‑
ated f rom Wilson H igh in 1937, and in 190 he mar r ied L u c i l l e Buck o f Niagara F a l l s . They
have 5 children, Lee, Nancy (Martinez), Patr ic ia , Gary, and Kathy (Cosgrove); a lso 6 grand ‑
c h i l d r e n and one g r e a t g r a n d c h i l d .

Lee served i n the U . S . Army A i r f o r c e d u r i n g World War I I , and was l a t e r s e l f employed f o r
many years i n the r e f r i g e r a t i o n and a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g se rv i ce . H e a lso worked o n the 1s t j e t
a i r c r a f t b u i l t i n the United States.

The Bickford fami l y se t t l ed in Wilson in 183, and have l i v e d in the area ever s ince. The
f a m i l y o r i g i n is Eng l ish , Scotch, and I r i s h , and Lees ancestry includes the surnames of
Bostwick, Brookins, Campbell, Car r igan , Danforth, McCormick, Nugent, and Simmons.
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BASKET QUILT COMPLETED:

Twelve beau t i f u l q u i l t s have been g i v e n away s ince the soc ie ty held i t s fi r s t "Memorial
Day F a i r " in 1973. This year w i l l be no excep t ion thanks to Florence Schultz, Be ry l Tovel l ,
Mae Scheffler, Maxine Jones, Marg Moyer, and Be t t y Stimson. The navy blue and wh i te "basket"
q u i l t , which t h e l a d i e s fin ished r e c e n t l y, was p ieced together b y hand ca. 7 5 years ago. I t
i s one o f t h e p r e t t i e s t q u i l t s t o date, and w i l l b e r a f fl e d o f f o n May 26th a t 5 PM. Donatic’
t i c k e t s are ava i lab le from Bet ty Stimson, Chairman.
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BACK IN BUSINESS: ; ; ;
The Wi lson Museum w i l l r e -open t o v i s i t o r s o n Sunday, A p r i l 6th, f o l l o w i n g a 3 month shut

down f o r w i n t e r . Hostesses who w i l l g ree t you Sunday af te rnoons f rom 2 to Pm w i l l b e : ;
" A p r i l 6 th , L o r i n e and Ray A l l g e i e r ; A p r i l 13, Mary and W i l l i a m Bartz; A p r i l 20th, Do r i s

and Leo Klees; and A p r i l 27th, E l o i s e and Edgar Culverwel l .
% * £ % H H H H

RECENT ACQUISITIONS: .
Rena K o h r i n g h a s donated a mumber o f spec ia l i t e m s i n c l u d i n g a " L i t t l e Gem" fa rm wagon;

Stove Top Pressure Canner; Oak Icebox; F l o o r model r a d i o ; Corn she l le r ; One-horse c u l t i v a ‑
t o r ; Misc . auto p a r t s and l i c e n s e p l a t e s ; and a d v e r t i s i n g s i g n s .

Town o f Wi lson: Town Clerk 's O f fi c i a l Sea l , ca . 1900.
Cynth ia W i l s o n ; La rge Depression Glass Bowl in good cond i t i on .
Dudley Secor: Match book used in Fred B iga low campaign f o r S h e r i f f .
Eleanor H a r r i n g t o n : La rge P o r t r a i t Camera, c a . 1900.
Charles Nablo, Newfane Health F a c i l i t y : Two hay f o r k s and one evener.
Joe H igg ins , Janet Spor leder, and George and Dorothy L innabery: Large assortment of maga‑

zines, d ia r ies , l i s t e d under accession records, (86-7); (86-8); and (86-5).
Wilson Free L i b r a r y : S ix teen Copies o f "Wilson Crest " from years 1941 through 1973.
Don and M i l l i e Croop: Tape r e c o r d i n g s o f "Reed Organ" program g i v e n b y Kev. and Mrs .

wadsworth; a l s o E lw in Upton's t a l k on " D o l l douses and Fu rn i t u re " .
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NEW HONORARY MEMRERS;
In deference to tne recent d e c i s i o n of t h e Board of D i r e c t o r s to bestow Honorary Member~

sh ip status to a l l a c t i v e members, 85 yea rs of age or o l d e r, Chr is t ine Kelman, Membership
Chr. , has determined t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g should r e c e i v e t h i s honors

Jennie Biga low; Fay Campbell; Bessie Crawford; I d a Ereon; Frank Fenn; Ruth Gale;
B e r t I s rae l ; Minnie I s rae l ; V i r a Munch; Frank Radigan; Bea t r i ce Sal isbury; Louis Swick;
Hazel Th i l k ; and Margaret Wilson.

If anyone has been overlooked, p lease n o t i f y M i l l i e Croop, treasurer.
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NEw LIFE MEMREaS:
E . Kenneth welker, son o f E . Walter and M a r g a r e t I . welker, g radua ted from Wilson H igh

School in 1923, and l a t e r attended Northeastern U n i v e r s i t y.
I t would be hard to p i c t u r e Wilson w i thou t "Kenny" in t h e scene. He operated the Welker

and Brown General Store, (formerly M i l l e r and Browns) f o r over 30 years, and was a fireman
w i t h B e l l Aerospace u n t i l he re t i r ed .

He r e c e n t l y was re-e lected to a 3 year term as Mayor of Wilson, a p o s i t i o n he has held
f o r the past ten years, and p r i o r to that served as water commissioner and tax co l l ec to r.

fayor Welker is a member of Our Lady of the Rosary X.C. Church, the Republican pa r t y, and
the Wilson Lions Club where he's had 39 years p e r f e c t attendance. He has also been an a c t i v e
fireman w i t h wi lson Vo l . F i r e Co. No. 1 dur ing which t ime he served 5 years as Chief, drove
truck, and served w i t h the ambulance corps.

He has 4 married daughters, Anne o f Albany, Mary Margaret o f Spr ingfie ld , Mass., Jody o f
Switzerland, and Jane of Lockport, NY.”
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Dorotha ( j a s k i l l ) Welker, daughte r o f M o r r i s and Adda (Firch) Gask i l l , was born i n Wilson

and at tended t h e w i l son Schools. She graduated f rom Col l ingwood H i g h School in Cleveland,
Ohio, and l a t e r took n i g h t courses at t h e Cleveland Community C o l l e g e .

She former ly belonged to t h e Presbyterian Church in Cleveland, and was a 45 year member
of t h e Order of the Eastern S t a r . Former c lubs i n c l u d e t h e "Executive Secretar ies" and t h e
"Personnel Women" of Cleveland.

Now r e t i r e d , she has been an execut ive secretary; p e r s o n n e l d i rec tor ; a lso sec.-treas.
and p a r t owner of a smal l company in Cleveland. She moved to Cleveland in the l a t e 1920's,
and h e r brother, Kenneth G a s k i l l , and s i s t e r, M i l d r e d Treacy s t i l l l i v e there.

Dorotha is t h e w i f e of Kenneth Welker, Mayor of the v i l l a g e of Wilson.
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TEAMWORK: (an ed i to r i a l )
We can never f o r g e t o l d "Topsey" and "Dewey". They were t h e team of horses t h a t d i d t h e

b u l k o f t h e work o n m y g r a n d f a t h e r ' s 8 0 a c r e farm a t Clarence. I f ever t h e r e were two
mismatched an ima ls , - - they were i t .

Topsey was h i g h s p i r i t e d , and j u s t a touch o f t h e r e i n s o n h e r back was enough t o send
h e r p r a n c i n g and s t r a i n i n g i n t o t h e t a s k t h a t had to be performed.

Old Dewey was j u s t the oppos i te - -no th ing cou ld budge him f rom h i s slow and de l i be ra te
pace.

Ever s i n c e those boyhood years , I ' v e seen a l o t of people who remind me of our o l d team.
Some, l i k e Topsey, p u t every th ing they have i n t o every j o b they tack le , wh i le others, l i k e
o l d Dewey, a r e content to p l o d a l o n g and l e t some one e l s e p u l l t h e l o a d .

Perhaps one of t h e reasons why t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty has accomplished so much in
t h e p a s t 1 years, is because it h a s so many "Topseys" and so few "Deweys".
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HISTORIC BRIEFS:

D. R. Sanborn so ld the Wilson Cheese Fac to ry to H. C. Burnham in 1880, and at the t ime it
was s a i d to be t h e o n l y f a c t o r y o f i t s k i n d in Niagara County. I t was run success fu l l y f o r
a number of years and each season transformed about 500,000 pounds of m i l k i n t o hl,000 pounds
of cheese. In 1880 the cheese so ld f o r 11 cents a pound.

On Sunday, Nov. 2h, 1894, the Charles Ackerman Boathouse at Wilson was destroyed by fi r e .
The bu i l d i ng had also been used as a saloon, l u n c h room, and dancehall. (Wilson Star=189),)
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APRIL IN WILSON: A grea t t ime to catch bullheads in t h e bay, or fi s h f o r t r ou t and salmon

o f f the p i e r s or l a k e shoreline. Buy your b a i t and tackle in Wilson.
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DOCUMENT REVEALS HOLMES FAMILY TRADITION:
A n i n t e r e s t i n g page i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e Holmes f a m i l y came t o l i g h t r e c e n t l y when a n o l d

account book was found in t h e former home of W i l l i a m Hl. Holmes on Wilson-Burt road. The farm,
w h i c h he purchased in 1867, is now t h e s i t e of Schearer's Nursery, operated by Ron and Sue
Schearer of Wilson. The book was discovered wh i l e Ron was t e a r i n g out some p a r t i t i o n s in the
o l d house, and though l o s t over 100 years , is s t i l l in remarkably good cond i t ion . Notations
in i t were w r i t t e n by W i l l i a m Holmes, grandson of Danie l and S a l l y Holmes, and we quote:

"November 28, 1878: Yesterday was Thanksgiving in wi lson. Union services were he ld in t h e
Presbyter ian Church w i t h Rev. G.S. Hami l ton preach ing f rom 1 s t Thes. V; 18, " I n every th ing
g i v e thanks." The pastors of t h e B a p t i s t and M.E. churches took p a r t in the services, and the
p u l p i t was decorated w i t h f r u i t , flowers, vegetab les , and g r a i n ; rep resen t i ng some o f the
th ings f o r which to be thank fu l .

Bu t the c h i e f o b j e c t of t h i s communication is to t e l l of Thanksgiving at t h e homestead of
the Holmes f a m i l y, where b y r e c u r r i n g t o t h e p a s t and comparing notes w i t h o l d e r members o f
the f a m i l y, we found t h a t we were c e l e b r a t i n g t h e semi-centennial Thanksgiving in t h i s house
which began in 1829; the fi r s t Thanksgiving a f t e r the marr iage of the eldest daughter of
Daniel and S a l l y Holmes, and which, w i t h two exceptions, has been observed every year.

For years the chi ldren, grandchi ldren, and great grandch i ld ren have had a standing i n v i t a ‑
t i o n to come home on t h i s f e s t i v e day. Yesterday, 32 vary ing in age from l i t t l e Jepie of one
year, to grandma of 87, gathered around the table “to partake of the good th ings provided f o r
the occasion; over 50 more who are e n t i t l e d by b i r t h and marr iage to seat at t h i s table, are
scattered through the west and were unable to be w i t h u s .

They were k i n d l y remembered i n ou r f e s t i v i t i e s , and a b less ing invoked upon them a t the
fami ly devotions. Regrets were expressed t h a t we had no record of these reunions and a f t e r a
l i t t l e discussion, one of the grandchildren, -(willtiam H. Holmes) was appointed secretary to
make a record of t h i s Thanksgiving and such reminiscences of the past as he migh t r e c a l l up.

Then, as t h e l i t t l e ones were becoming weary, oysters and cake were served, and at ten
o'c lcock t h e guests departed f o r t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e homes."

w i l l i a m Holmes, the grandson who penned t h e above words, was born in Wilson in 180 where
h e attended d i s t r i c t school and a few terms a t Wi lson C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e . I n 1861 h e e n l i s ‑
t e d a s a p r i v a t e i n Co. G , 7th N.Y. C a v a l r y, and t h e f o l l o w i n g year r e - e n l i s t e d i n Ba t te r y M ,
I s t N .Y. L i g h t A r t i l l e r y . A f t e r t h e war h e resumed farming and became a n a c t i v e member o f
Wilson's Pete r A . P o r t e r Post , G.A.R.e In 1891 he served 2 terms as town Superv iso r, b u t i s
perhaps b e s t known f o r h i s chapter about w i l s o n in t h e 1902 "Souveni r H i s t o r y of Niagara Co."

H i s f a t h e r, Richard C . Holmes, was bo rn i n C a r l i s l e , NY, i n 1813, and came t o Wilson w i t h
h i s paren ts in 1818. He l a t e r served as deacon and t rus tee of t h e Presbyter ian church, and
was Sunday School superintendent f o r 30 y e a r s . He was a l s o a school trustee f o r many years ,
and i n 1867 was e l e c t e d Town S u p e r v i s o r.

Wi l l iam's grandparents, Dan ie l and S a l l y Holmes, came to Wilson from C a r l i s l e , Schoharie
county in February, 1818. They spent t h e 1 s t w i n t e r w i t h Daniel 's parents, John and Anna
Holmes, who had s e t t l e d p r e v i o u s l y a l o n g t h e n o r t h s i d e o f Lake road near Hopkins Creek. I n
t h e s p r i n g , Danie l erected a l o g house o n 160 ac res o f l a n d o n l o t n o . 7 3 which h e and h i s w i f e
purchased f rom t h e Hol land Land Co. It was b u i l t on t h e s i t e of another l o g cabin t h a t had
been burned b y t h e B r i t i s h i n 1813. I n June, 1818, Dan ie l moved h i s f a m i l y t o t h e i r new home
and immediate ly began c l e a r i n g t h e l a n d and making improvements.

H is 1 s t apple orchard was grown f rom seeds t h a t S a l l y had brought w i t h h e r from h e r fa ther ' s
farm, and some o f t h e t rees were s t i l l b e a r i n g f r u i t a s l a t e a s 1973. I n t h e s p r i n g o f 197h,
t h e l a s t t r ee f rom t h e o r i g i n a l p l a n t i n g b lew down, and t h e present owners, F loyd and Hazel
S a l i s b u r y, gave t h e Wilson H i s . Soc. pe rm iss i on t o remove some o f t h e l i m b s . These were made
i n t o smal l souveni r plaques, b u t one l a r g e r p i e c e was preserved as a museum a r t i f a c t ,

In 1818 Danie l Holmes was appointed Cap t . in N iaga ra County's 1 s t organized m i l i t i a , and
in 1819, he was elected c l e r k of t h e 1 s t town board in Wilson.

Each gene ra t i on o f the Holmes f a m i l y had c lose t i e s to t h e Presby te r i an church, and i t a l l
s t a r t e d Jan. 18, 1819 when t h e church was organized in t h e home of John Holmes by Rev. David
M. Smith of Lewiston. S i x members of t h e Holmes f a m i l y founded t h e new church i n c l u d i n g John
and Anna Holmes, Danie l and S a l l y Holmes, and Pe te r and Ruth (Holmes) Crosby.
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HONORARY MEMBERS:

The f o l l o w i n g members have been added to t h e soc ie ty ' s Hono ra r y Membership Class : Rena Coe,
Glenn Hi l lman, Mabel Wilson, and Frances L a n d y, a l so Dor i s Clark and Bessie Vana.
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FAIR TIME, AGAIN? ne
Wel l , be l ieve i t o r no t , t h e month o f May is on the way and on Monday, May 26th, from 10

to 5PM, the Wilson H i s . Soc. w i l l sponsor i t s 1 t h annual "Memorial Day F a i r at t h e museum
g r o u n d s o n rou te 2 5 ,

Featured t h i s y e a r w i l l be a huge " fl e a market", q u i l t r a f fl e , antique c a r d i s p l a y, home=
made foods, exhibits, and g r e a t entertainment. There w i l l also be a v a r i e t y of s p e c i a l
events f o r the chi ldren inc lud ing f r e e balloons, f r e e movies, and f r e e wagon r i d e s , The wagon
r i d e s w i l l be p r o v i d e d by Peter Rohring o f Wilson and h i s beaut i fu l Belgium d r a f t h o r s e s ,

Due to an unfortunate accident to h e r husband, D o r i s Klees w i l l be unable to continue as
Plant Booth Chrm., b u t Jane Pease has g r a c i o u s l y consented t o take h e r p l a c e . She i s p l ann ing
Some new ideas, and would a p p r e c i a t e hear ing from anyone who cou ld p r o v i d e h e r w i t h some un=
decorated y r a p e v i n e wreatns. if y o u can, p l ease c a l l Unar lo t te rease at 751-9012.
_ Don't forget to b r i n g y o u r " fl e a s " to t h e museum f o r t h e soc ie ty ' s " fl e a m a r k e t " tent, and
i t i s espec ia l l y impor tant t h a t a l l o u r members f u r n i s h those de l i c ious p i e s , cakes, salads,
and other baked goods t h a t everyone so en joys .

A r t Schnoor and h i s f a i t h f u l crew w i l l be in the "dog house" a g a i n dispensing hundreds of
top-grade h o t dogs; and those p e r e n n i a l favor i tes, Jan S p o r l e d e r ' s C h i l i and Caro l Smith's
Funnel Cakes, w i l l a lso be ava i lab le .

There w i l l be one category in t h e pie~baking contest t h i s y e a r, and according to Marlene
Schotz, Chrm., anyone under 18 y r s . of age may compete f o r t h e t i t l e , "Champion Pie-Maker."
An award o f $15 w i l l be g i v e n f o r 1 s t p l ace ; $10 f o r 2nd; and ¢5 f o r t h i r d .

L o i s Barnum, Gen. Chrm., bel ieves t h e f a i r committee is work ing hard to make y o u r Memorial
Day v i s i t to Wilson a happy one whether it be browsing through the " fl e a m a r k e t " or watching
demonstrations l i k e the "Rainbow Country Woodcarvers." Of course if "pop" would r a t h e r go
fi s h i n g wh i le 'mom and the k i d s " p r o w l around t h e fairgrounds---wel l , t h a t ' s okay too.

Parking and admission w i l l be f ree , and there w i l l a l so be f r e e shut t le bus serv ice from
t h e v i l l a g e t o t h e museum g r o u n d s . Parking w i l l b e p r o v i d e d through t h e courtesy o f Perry 's
Auction Barn, Ontario Orchards, P f e i f f e r ' s Foods, and t h e Farm and Garden Center.

A l l t h ings considered, you r e a l l y couldn ' t p i c k a b e t t e r spot to be than Wilson du r i ng t h e
"Memorial Day F a i r . " Now y o u a l l come down and see, y o u hear?
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NEW MEMBERS:

Wewelcome the fo l l ow ing new members: Cordon Mawhiney, Wilson, and Clarence and Jeanne
Nablo, Wilson; a lso , (from Buffalo) J i l l , James, & David Ho l l s , g . c h i l d r e n o f E l t o n and June
Kropp, Wilson; & Dana & Bethany Upton, chi ldren of Comdr. Thomas & Karen Upton, Norfolk, Va.
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OTHER SOCIETY HAPPENINGS:

There are a l o t of reasons f o r l i k i n g the month ef May, and the "Apple Blossom Fest ival"
of the Newfane His . Soc. is one of them. Jo in your neighbors on May 18th and share in t h e i r
good food, fi n e entertainment, g rea t country store, and excel lent exhibits.

The H i s . Soc. of the Tonawandas w i l l hold a " fl e a market" on the grounds of the Long Home~
Stead during "Canal Fest '86" at Tonawanda, J u l y 20-27th. For i n f o c a l l , 694-706 or 33-6810,
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FROM THE MAILBAG: “

Mary Cornel l wr i tes tha t Lancaster, Ca l . , had such a popu la t i on boom they divided the town
in two. Although she hasn' t moved, she mw l i v e s in Quartz H i l l , Ca l i fo rn ia .

Gerald Rodney of Belvidere, I1l1., enjoys read ing o u r Newsletter and, as an o f fi c e r in the
Boone Co. H i s . Soc . , i s t r y i n g to g e t them to p u b l i s h one a l s o . Wehad the p leasure o f meet‑
i n g Rodney a wh i l e back when h i s uncle, "Chuck" Messersmith introduced him to U S .
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MAY ACTIVITIES:

The f o l l o w i n g members w i l l serve a s " g r e e t e r s " a t t h e museum from 2 t o o n Sundays:
May 4th, L loyd and Diane A l b r i g h t ; May 11th, Bob and Edna Rose; May 18th, Mer t and L i l l i a n
Evans; and May 26th, Don and M i l l i e Croop.

At t h e meeting on May 19th, "Wilson's E a r l y Roads" w i l l be the t o p i c w i t h Don Croop l e a d i n g
t h e discussion. Lo is Barnum, Chrm., w i l l p resen t a s l a t e of o f fi c e r s to be voted on at the
June meet ing. Jean Argue, Rena Rohr ing, and Marlene Dinse w i l l be in charge of refreshments.

%* 4 4 H HH 4 HR RH H &
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Approved motions: to s e l l 1978 Buick to L a r r y Bulmer; award $25 on Class N i g h t to H igh
School boy and g i r l w i t h bes t marks i n h i s t o r y ; purchase opaque p r o j e c t o r f rom Qu i l l Corp.;
accept r e v i s e d By-laws; accept da te change f o r Niagara Wire less Assoc. meeting to May 10th.
L o i s Jennings announced t h a t Tom Sharpe has agreed to r a i s e and lower fl a g on Sundays. A r t
Schnoor and Whit Barnum have hung sw ing ing doors on storage area and fu rnace room. The nex t
d i r e c t o r meeting w i l l b e he ld May 10th a t t h e museum, 8:00PM.

eH He 4 HK H HM HH HH H
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Norma and Roger Ward have donated o l d b l u e p r i n t s f rom t h e former Covert Car Co. a t Lockports;
a l so 15 books l i s t e d under accession r e c o r d No. 86 -2 ) .

Jack Beaber o f E. Det ro i t , Mich: Old basebal l un i f o rm worn by h i s fa ther, Chester, cousin
of Seymour Ereon.

Floyd Sa l i sbury : Heavy i r o n hook used w i t h cable to draw barges a long lake- found on shore.
Dorothy Linnabery: Red l a c e dress, ca . 1950.
Glenn Patterson, K ings ton , Ont: Fob and Chain t h a t belonged to h i s father, B.R. Patterson,

a commemorative g i f t as 25 y r . veteran of Ontar io R.R. Was te leg rapher in 1919.
% £ & & H HR H H

PON MOT:
To be seventy years young is sometimes f a r more chee r fu l and hope fu l than to be f o r t y

y e a r s o l d . ---Holmes.
weoe HF%&KHH KHH-He
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MODELING THE IRON FIREMAN:
Mrs . Irma (Singer) Woodcock of S t . Petersbure, F l a . , r e c e n t l y revea led some i n t e r e s t i n g

h i s t o r y about t h e o r i g i n of t h e Wilson F i r e Company's " I r o n Fireman", and no ted t h a t in 1886
her father, George S i n g e r, was t h e model f o r t h e c a s t i n g .

George L i v e d in Lockport f o r 63 y e a r s , and in 1885 used to d e l i v e r pa rce l s f rom t h e p o s t ‑
o f fi c e to the o l d r a i l r o a d depot f o r $1 a d a y. In 1893 he was promoted to house-tc-house
mailman, and when he r e t i r e d in 1930 he was work ing at t h e stamp window of t h e Main S t r e e t
Postoffice.

M r. S inger be l i eved t h a t one of t h e g r e a t e s t accomplishments of h i s l i f e happened wh i le
he was a member of t h e A c t i v e Volunteer Hose on Walnut S t ree t , Lockpo r t . The Company decided
to make an i r o n statue of a fi reman f o r t h e i r h a l l , and George, because of h i s "Adonis" l i k e
q u a l i t i e s , was chosen t o b e t h e model.

The molding shop of John and Jabez Hramley on Elm S t r e e t was selected to do t h e work, and
young George, dressed i n parade r e g a l i a , was "bu r i ed " under a l o a d o f Red Creek c l a y . when
the c l a y hardened, it was broken apa r t so he con ld g e t out , then p u t toge the r a g a i n . P las ter
o f Paris was poured down the neck opening which made a p l a s t i c l i k e r e s s o f young S i n g e r.

The p l a s t e r model was used t o b u i l d a mold i n the sand i n t o which molten i r o n was poured.
Separate impressions were made of h i s face, head, and helmet, and these were l a t e r welded to
the i r o n body. when the 960 pound statue was fi n a l l y completed, it was ra ised to the top of
the Hose House on Walnut S t ree t where it remained f o r 27 years.

When Mr. Singer fi r s t became a volunteer fireman, fi r e wagons were p u l l e d b y .two men, and
the bucket system was used to pu t out fi r e s . Things changed as the years r o l l e d b y , and in
1913, the C i t y o f Lockpor t decided t o have i t s own p a i d fi r e - fi g h t i n g system.

The statue was then moved to the f ron t lawn of the Exempt d a l l on Elm S t r e e t where it r e ‑
mained f o r many more years . In 1940, Mr. S inger f e l t the statue was being neglected, so he
arranged to have it hauled to Wilson where two of h i s sons, Edward and Louis, were volunteer
firemen. There t h e statue became a f a m i l i a r fi g u r e i n f r o n t o f t h e Young S t r e e t fi r e h a l l .

A s l i g h t i n t e r r u p t i o n occurred i n 1963 when, i n t he dead o f n i g h t , some unknown c u l p r i t s
removed the statue. La te r, a onone c a l l alerted Wilson volunteers t h a t the i r o n fi r e m a n had
somehow mi racu lous l y appeared be fo re t h e Ransomville F i r e h a l l .

I t is somewhat of a mystery how t h e h a l f t o n sta tue was moved to Ransomvil le as it t ook
s i x men and a tow t r u c k to r e t u r n "George" to h i s r i g h t f u l p l a c e on Young S t r e e v.
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IN MEMORTAN:

James Campbell, 36, son of M i l b u r n and Mar ion Campbell, d i e d in A t l an ta , Ga. , on A p r i l 12,
1986. de graduated f rom Wilson | l i g h School in 1967, a l s o Adr ian Co l lege , H ich . , and rece ived
h i s master's d e g r e e at Stenna He igh ts C o l l e g e at Adr ian . At t h e t i m e of n i s demise he was
Vice-Pres. of Marke t ing at Nor ths ide Tr a v e l in A t l a n t a .

Besides h i s parents, h e i s surv ived b y a s i s t e r , M r s . Robert (Carolyn) Paton o f I r v i n g t o n ,
N . Y. , a l so 3 nephews. ie was a member of t h e i i x l ey Uni ted Method is t Churcn in wi lson and
the Wilson H i s . S o c i e t y . A Memorial S e r v i c e was he ld a t the church o n Nay 17th, and i n t e r ‑
ment was in t h e Greenwood Cemetery in w i l s o n .
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FAIR UPDATE:
The F a i r w i l l b e o n l y days away when y o u read t h i s s o a l l w e can d o now i s p r a y f o r a

reasonably good d a y. Don't f o r g e t , we need p i e s , baked goods, salads, or what have you ; b u t
we could a lso use an hour or two of y o u r t i m e . C a l l Wanda Burrows or L o i s Barnum if you can
h e l p o u t - - o r j u s t vo lun tee r on t h e day o f t h e f a i r . we're a l l aware t h a t t h e F a i r i s i m p o r ‑
t a n t to t h e s o c i e t y , b u t whether it w i l l be success fu l or not depends on our membership.

Marlene Schotz, Chrm., says t h i s yea r ' s p i e contest w i l l be open to everyone f rom 9 to 18.
You may enter by c a l l i n g h e r at 751=9883. P ies should have two crusts, and should be brought
to t h e Food Barn f o r judg ing f rom 10 to 10:30 AMon t h e morn ing of t h e f a i r . Cash p r i z e s
w i l l be awarded to the champion p i e bake rs .x % 4%# # & H 4 H H H
HONORARY MEMBER:

Mar ie t ta Goodman of Beechwood has been added to t h e H o n o r a r y Membership R o l l . If anyone
e l s e has been overlooked, p lease n o t i f y M i l l i e Croop, Tr e a s u r e r. ;

Recent new members a r e : Angel ine Shea, Wilson, A l f r e d & Nancy Schultz, Newfane, Dianne
Croop, Sanborn, Revia Munch, F l a . , Arthur U l r i ch , F l a . , C a r r o l l Hur lburt , N .Y.C . , Hannah
Hur lbur t , Conn., and J r . member P r i d g e t walpole o f V i r g i n i a .

x oe H H H H H H H HR HK OH



LOCKPORT DAILY UNION: . :
~ June 2 , 1887: The day o n which t h e n a t i o n honors i t s dead s o l d i e r s , was observed i n Wilson

in a manner becoming the occas ion . A t 1:30PM, Pe te r A . P o r t e r Post assembled a t t h e i r head‑
quarters on Main S t . and were j o i n e d by t h e Womens! R e l i e f Corps, a f t e r which they marched to
Greenwood Cemetery where appropr ia te exers i zes were h e l d , The graves o f f a l l e n comrades were
decorated by d e t a i l s from t h e Ww. R. C . , and a f t e r t h e ceremonies t h e process ion reformed and
marched tb t h e Presbyter ian Church to l i s t e n to t h e o r a t i o n by Rev. Thaddeous Dudley of Mid ‑
d l e p o r t , NY. The weather was a l l t h a t cou ld b e desi red, and a i a r g e number o f f r i e n d s and
r e l a t i v e s of t h e deceased so ld ie rs were in attendance.

Everyone who desi res to en joy a day of r e a l genuine amusement, should v i s i t Wilson, as @
l a r g e number o f p i c k e r e l and black bass a r e b e i n g t a k e n here d a i l y . S h e r i f f George w. Bat ten
can t e s t i f y to t n e exce l len t success a t t e n d i n g those t r o l l i n g a t t h e p l a c e . A p a r t y o f Lyndon=
v i l l e fishermen c a r r i e d away 2 p i c k e r e lon Tuesday.

June 15, 1887: Regents examinations a r e be ing he ld in t h e Union School t h i s week. The
f o l l o w i n g i s t h e program: Monday AM, Phys ica l Geography and Botany, PM, American H i s t o r y and
Chemistry; Tuesday AM, Ar i thmet ic, Geometry, and Astronomy, PM, Grammar, Hhetor ic , and d i s ‑
t o r y o f England; wednesday AM, Ar i tnmet ic , Serman, and Book Keeping, PM, S p e l l i n g and Ceog-=
raphy ; Thursday Alt, Phys io logy, PM, C i v i l “overnment and Ph i losophy, and F r i d a y A l , A lgebra .
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IMPROVEMENTS:
A r t Schnoor r e p o r t s t h a t a number o f w a l l p a n e l s have been i n s t a l l e d i n t h e Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n

B u i l d i n g f o r d i s p l a y s , a l s o s h e l v i n g f o r u s e i n t h e food d i s t r i b u t i o n area. A e nas also
sanded and r e - fi n i s h e d a s e c t i o n o f t h e fl o o r i n t h e k i t c h e n e t t e w i t h b e a u t i f u l r e s u l t s . Come
s i d e r a t i o n i s now be ing g i v e n t o acqu i r i ng a commercial sander s o t h a t the rema in ing o r i g i n a l
fl o o r i n g can be done. It would unquestionably improve t h e appearance of t h e museum.

% eH Hu & H H &% H 4 H % &
TREASURER'S REPORT:

The annual repor t of t h e Treasurer f o r t h e fi s c a l y e a r ending A p r i l 30, 1986, shows a
balance of $8,200 in t h e L i f e Membership Fund; $11,969.99 in t h e B u i l d i n g Fund; and
$7,336.09 in t h e General O p e r a t i n g Fund.
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JUNE HOSTESSES:
Clara Marcks, Chrm., announces t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g members w i l l g r e e t you Sunday a f te rnoons

from 2 to LPM d u r i n g t h e month of June: June 1s t , Ora and lMarion P e t t i t ; June 3th, Harold
and Barbara Mosher; June 15th, Roger and Marge Goodman; June 22, Kenny and Dorotha Welker,
and June 29th, w i l l i s and Beatr ice Rockwood.

H * H# 4 % 4 HM He H
PROGRAM FOR JUNE: .

Dorothy Linnabery, Chrm., has prepared a spec ia l in format ion sheet f o r i nc l us i on w i t n t h i s
newsle t ter p e r t a i n i n g to the "Road workers Meal" to be he ld at the meet ing on June 16th.

Committee reports and elect ion of o f fi c e r s w i l l also take p lace at t h i s t ime. There w i l l
be no no program meetings d u r i n g J u l y and August.

Meetings of the Board of Di rec tors w i l l be theld on Wednesday evening, Ju l y 9th, and
August 13th, 8PM at the museum.
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GOLDEN WEDDING OBSERVANCE: ; .
Congra tu la t ions to John and Mar ion Goodr ich who w i l l ce lebra te t h e i r Golden wedding Anniver-~

sa ry o n June 30, 1986. They p l a n t o head nor th f rom F l o r i d a a f t e r June 1 s t and expect t o b e
in t h e Wilson a rea f o r a w h i l e .

“4 M & © & HK KH H KH H H

WE'RE RARIN' TO GO-=}COME TO THE FAIR:
Monday, May 26th, is t h e b i g g e s t day in our y e a r , and L o i s Rarnum, General Chairman, has

announced t h a t the f o l l o w i n g Comm. Chrm., (w i th t h e i r helpers) w i l l be ready to serve y o u on
F a i r Days Wanda Burrows, food; A r t Schnoor, h o t dogs; sara B e r r y, snacks & d r i nks ; Judy
yauner and Frank Massing, coffee and donuts; Caro l C. Smith, funne l cakes; Sue scnul tz,
lemonade and popcorn; Lucy Monroe, candy; WNelinda ‘iutchison, cotton candy; Jan S p o r l e d e r,
C h i l i ; and Emma Lou Reppentine, s u p p l i e s .

B e t t y St imson& M i l l i e Croop, cashiers ; Kathy Frer ichs, k i tchen; Ruth Thomas, d i n i n g room;
Jane Demmin, fl e a s ; G a i l Walder, fishpond ; Jane Pease, p l a n t s ; Winnie F ischer, souvenirs;
Dave Palmer, bal loons; and B e t t y Stimson, q u i l t .

N e t t i é Stimson, dealers; D a r r e l l O n i t h , movies; L o i s J e n n i n g s , museum e x h i b i t s ; Eleanor
M y e r s , school room d i s p l a y ; Celeste Crawford, genea log ica l ; C l a r k Stimson, entertainment;
and Whitney Barnum, p a r k i n g . A lso , B u r t J e n n i n g s , r a i l r o a d caboose.

Also, Don Burrows, i n f o r m a t i o n and emergency r a d i o ; Bob Rose, ant ique cars; Karen Hase ley,
p u b l i c i t y ; Don Croop, announcements & a d v e r t i s i n g ; Maryanne Sharpe, housekeeping; Edward
Hast ings , set-up; and Tom Sharpe, c l e a n - u p . Edna Robinson, current event photographer.
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
La rge assortment of i tems f rom I d a Ereon, Newfane Heal th F a c i l i t y : Qui l t t op ; yellowware

bowl, brownware bowl; paper d ress and ha t ; o r ch id l a c e & net dress; v i o l e t brocade jacke t ;
c o l l e c t i o n o f h a t s and f u r j a c k e t . Fur c o l l a r , f u r muff , and l a c e dress, 1913; assor ted
l a d i e s c l o t h i n g ; r e d and wh i te q u i l t t o p , s i l v e r mesh bag , box p l a y i n g marbles and Misc. papers
i n c l u d i n g c i t a t i o n s from S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e o n b i r t h d a y s ; Gree t ings f rom whi te House, Gov.
Carey, Sen. Da ly ; a l so bapt ismal c e r t i fi c a t e and 1975 Confirmat ion c e r t i fi c a t e .

Emma Schrader: C o l l e c t i o n o f hats, c o l l e c t i o n o f shoes, Black t a f f e t a dress (1890), two
Centennia l bonnets, s i l k hose, and s l i p s .

Helen (Salisbury) Covey, Deming, N. Mexico: 3 photos of Wilma M. Welch's p iano students
a t r e c i t a l . Pupi ls i d e n t i fi e d b y Marlene Schotz.
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BON MOT: The p u b l i c i s the on l y c r i t i c whose opinion i s worth any th ing a t a l l . - - -Ma rk Twain
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WHEN STEAM WAS KING:
Some controversy developed in Wilson a few years ago when t h e dec i s i on was b c i n g made

whether t h e o l d "Hojack" r a i l r o a d should be r e - b u i l t to c a r r y c o a l to the Somerset Power
P r o j e c t . As we now know, t h e o l d 1875 route was abandoned, b u t s t o r i e s a re s t i l l t o l d about
those romant ic days when t h e Lakeshore R.R. was Wilson's o n l y l i n k to t h e outs ide wor ld.

Hazel Demmin Sa l i sbury r e c a l l e d a t h r i l l i n g exper ience she had in 1915 when she was o n l y
1 0 years o l d . She had won a s p e l l i n g contest a t the I d e Road School, and was asked t o take
p a r t in a county-wide event to be he ld in t h e r e d b r i c k school at Lewiston.

Her f a t h e r d i d n ' t own an automobi le at t h e t ime so most of t h e i r t r a v e l i n g was by horse
and buggy. Lewiston was much too f a r f o r such a t r i p , so on t h e des igna ted day h e r f a t h e r
hi tched up the team and drove her to t h e i i l s o n d e p o t .

She got on t h e e a r l y m i l k t r a i n and was soon chugging west f o r Lewiston, b u t as she go t
c loser to t h e v i l l a g e she became q u i t e apprehensive--she had never been so f a r f rom home by
h e r s e l f before. She f e l t be t t e r, however, when t h e t r a i n stopped at t h e Lewiston sta t ion,
and the f r i e n d l y engineer t o l d h e r what d i r e c t i o n she must g o t o reach t h e school.

The bu i ld ing was a m i l e and a h a l f from the s ta t ion , b u t she walked down the o l d Portage
Road and reached i t l o n g before classes were s t a r t i n g . The door was open s o she walked
through the hal ls u n t i l a teacher not iced her and took her "under h i s w ing . "

Hazel had brought a brown bag lunch w i t h her from East Wilsory and when noontime arr ived
she ate in a classroom by h e r s e l f . A l l the other chi ldren went home f o r d inner.

The spe l l i ng bee was held a f t e r lunch, and Miss Gazelle Hoffman, super intendent, attended
to pronounce the words f o r the contest. At t h a t t ime, it was customary f o r the chi ldren to
w r i t e down t h e i r answers o n paper ra the r than s p e l l i n g the words out loud.

When the contest ended, i t was s t i l l e a r l y afternoon so ‘Hazel’ decided to walk around the
v i l l a g e u n t i l her t r a i n a r r i v e d at 5:30 PM. Suddenly she heard someone walk ing behind her
and turned to see Miss Hoffman standing there--she had decided a l i t t l e g i r l shouldn't be
wandering around the streets by h e r s e l f . She i n v i t e d Hazel to h e r home, and s h o r t l y a f t e r
sent h e r to the store.

When she t o l d t h e storekeeper she had come to Lewiston a l l by he rse l f , the f r i e n d l y g r o c e r
gave he r a b i g o range . In those days , an orange was a t r e a t t h a t Hazel seldom had, however,
ins tead o f keep ing i t f o r he rse l f , she dec ided to take i t home and g i v e i t t o he r l i t t l e
s i s t e r - - she knew she would be t h r i l l e d to g e t something f r om a place so f a r away as Lewiston.

A t 4:00PM she s t a r t e d h e r l o n g walk u p t h e h i l l t o w a i t f o r t h e 5:30 t r a i n , and a s she
plodded a long she thought about t h e good t i m e she'd had t h a t day and how k i n d t h e people in
Lewiston had been.

When she fi n a l l y climbed back o n t h e t r a i n and headed east t o wilson, she knew down deep
in he r hea r t t h a t never aga in would she t h i n k of Lewiston as a strange, s c a r y, far -away p l a c e .

* 4M 4 H H H H H 4 H H
NEW MEMBERS:

Members j o i n i n g t h e s o c i e t y in May inc l ude , Haro ld and Neva Benedict, S tan ley Evans,
Rev. Marc ia H i l l , David Edger ton, George and Mary Frances M i l l e r , Walter and Nancy Berryman,
Danie l and Doreen Buczkowski, W i l l i am Shook, and Cathy Pr ice , a l l from Wilson; Also, Mary
Lynn Brydges Barden, Waterpor t ; Henry P e r r y , Donald and S h i r l e y L o r t , and M r. and M r s . Robert
Ki rsch, Lockpor t ; Shawn Tussing, Ransomvil le; M r . and Mrs . Danie l K ing , Newfare; and Leo
Lewandowski, B u f f a l o .

New Junior members i n c l u d e Joseph, John, Paul, and Kevin Buczkowski, wilson; cCarah
T i f f a n y , Rushvi l le; and Joshua Smith, Sanborn.

(Note: Sarah T i f f a n y is t h e 3% month o l d daughte r o f Mrs . Deborah Eastman T i f f a n y , and a
d i r e c t descendent of John Eastman who, w i t h h i s f a m i l y , accompanied Rueben Wilson and h i s
f a m i l y to wilson's shores in 1810.

Joshua Smith is t h e 7 months old son of D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith of Sanborn.)
Most recent Honorary Member is Edna M a r t i n of Wi lson.
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CAR DONATED:
I t could now be said t h a t the Wilson H i s . Soc. is in t h e Cas & E l e c t r i c bus iness. Doc Argue

has donated a 1976 e l e c t r i c C i t i c a r t o t h e museum which was accepted a t t h e May meet ing.
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RED STAR ISSUE:
A "Red Sta r " by y o u r address l a b e l i n d i c a t e s your membership has expired, and no more

"Newsletters" may be mai led to y o u . Wehope i t ' s an oversi te--we va lue your support.



BLUE PRINT FOR LOVE:
Dur ing the rou t i ne process o f acqu i r ing donations f o r tae museum, i tems of a p e r s o n a l o r

h i s t o r i c nature of ten tu rn u p , and makes i n t e r e s t i n g mater ia l f o r the Newsletter. A case i n
p o i n t is a set of o l d blue p r i n t s f o r t h e one cyl.190h Covert automobile b u i l t in Lockpo r t ,

The p r i n t s , which were donated b y Norma and Roger Ward, were o r i g i n a l l y owned b y Mortimer
Blazer who l i v e d at 43) Lake S t r e e t and d i e d a widower ca. 1966. when Blazer's possessions
were being cleaned out so t h e house cou ld be so ld , many of h i s t h i n g s were p u t out w i t h the
garbage because even t h e Sa lva t ion Army, a t t h a t t ime, d i d n ' t appear in te res ted in o l d trunks
fi l l e d w i t h cards, valentines, and, ( i n t h i s case) t h e Cover t Car b l u e p r i n t s . Rather than
stand by and see these items tossed out , Norma asked if she migh t have them.

Upon taking a c loser look , she discovered t h a t some Personal notat ions had been made on
the reverse side o f the b lue p r i n t s - - t h i ngs l i k e , "Was you r date p re t t y? " , e tc . I t appeared
the p e n c i l l e d - i n remarks had been done in the o f fi c e when Mort met a new female acquaintance.
That acquaintance l a t e r turned out to be h i s w i f e , and Norma believes the b l u e p r i n t s may have
been kept over the y e a r s f o r sentimental reasons.

She also believes t h a t Mr. Blazer worked as an e n g i n e e r or draftsman, b u t remembers him best
back in 1957-65 as a "Kindly o l d man, q u i t e deaf , s i t t i n g on h i s f r o n t stoop, and enjoying the
sun w i t h h i s b l i n d o l d cocker s p a n i e l . "
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FROM THE MAILBAG:

I t i s n i ce hearing from former Wilsonians and l e a r n i n go f t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . David Weiler,
a charter member o f t he soc ie t y, helped es tab l i sh i t as a trustee and Chrm. o f t he Ways & Means
Committee. The fami l y now r e s i d e in Raleigh, NC, and Mary repo r t s t h a t daughter, Beth, g r a d u ‑
ated from h i g h school in June. She may emulate h e r grandmother, Chr is Kelman of Wilson, and
major in education. S i s t e r Jenny has completed two y e a r s c o l l e g e on the Dean's l i s t .
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WIND DAMAGE:

Strong winds blew down p a r t o f t h e depot chimney and damaged about ten r o o f sh ing les . The
chimney has been r e b u i l t f rom the r o o f u p , and t h e sh ing les have been rep laced by Roberts Roof‑
i n g . There was a lso some damage to the windmil l , b u t "Chuck" Messersmith go t r i g h t on the
b a l l and has i t in good working condi t ion a g a i n .
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NEW "FRIG" IN MUSEUM:

Harry Rohring donated a r e a l antique 1929 G.E. r e f r i g e r a t o r t o b e used i n the k i t chene t te ,
A f te r moving the so l i d l y -bu i l t , heavy i r o n coo l ing u n i t i n t o p lace, Harry, Whit Barnum, Ora
Pet t i t , and t h i s wr i ter, w i l l r e a d i l y attest t h a t "They don't b u i l d them l i k e they used to

anymore." Mr. Pe t t i t , a G.E. d is t r ibu to r in Wilson f o r many years, pu t a new seal on the
door and remarked t h a t the o ld 1929 model "runs g r e a t " , which says a l o t f o r a 57 y r . o ld " f r i g " ,
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SUMMER HOSTESSES:

Clara Marcks, Chrm., has announced t h a t the fo l l ow ing members have agreed to serve as
"greeters" at the museum on Sunday afternoons from two to four o'clock.

Ju ly 5th, Fred and Sara Berry; J u l y 13th, John and Eleanor Myers; Ju ly 20th, George and
Susan Cruickshank; and Ju ly 27th, S tua r t and Ernestine Walpole.

August 3rd, Dale and Jeanette Schlyer; Aug. 10th, James and Faye Pisello; Aug. 17th, Wes
and Nan Johnson; Aug. 2 t h , Robert and Bobbie Hu l l ; and Aug. 31st, E l t o n and June Kropp.

(We also wish to thank A r t and Kay Ness who served as subst i tu tes l a s t month, )
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OPERATING BUDGET:
The Board of Directors have approved an opera t ing budget of $7,150 f o r t h e yea r s t a r t i n g

June, 1986 to June, 1987.
_ Budgeted i tems are: Antique cars, $250; Caboose, $300; H i s t o r i c S i tes , $200; Museum

Maintenance, f u e l , l i g h t s , telephone, and insurance, $5,000; Museum Comm., $300; O f fi c e
Supplies, $100; Programs, $100; Publications, £950; and Ways & Means, $250.

In other act ion, the d i rectors appo in ted Leo Klees to ac t as "Pro ject Engineer"f o r t he
proposed new t ranspor ta t ion b u i l d i n g . Leo w i l l work c lose ly w i t h Ed Hast ings and A r t Schnoor
t o g e t the b u i l d i n g program underwaye Since most o f t h e l a b o r w i l l b e v o l u n t a r y, l e t ' s see
i f w e can r e v i v e some o f t h a t "pep, vim, and v i g o r " t h a t b u i l t t he fi n e f a c i l i t i e s w e have now.
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Henry Per ry of Lockpor t has donated two unusua l t o o l s from Vietnam. One is a "Coup-Coup",
and looks l i k e a cane w i t h a heavy,sharp blade extending from t h e top of t h e handle. I t ' s t he
t r a d i t i o n a l t o o l and weapon o f t h e Montaguard t r i b e s , and was presen ted t o Mr. Perry b y t h e
Vietnam Fores t Service. The o t h e r t o o l is t h e standard hand saw of Vietnam which is s i m i l a r
to the American buck saw. These saws a r e handmade and used by some of t h e fi n e Vietnamese
cabinet makers. Other i tems inc l ude Tawain, Japenese, Yugoslavian, P h i l l i p i n e , and Hong Kong
coins; a Korean passport issued to M r. Per ry in 1957 by t h e U.S. S ta te Dept. ; and several
1s t day covers i n c l u d i n g one o f Wilson, a l so assorted l e t t e r s t h a t came th rough the Wilson
Postoffice when Harold A l b r i g h t was Postmaster.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mensch: Three smal l wooden p lanes , one g l a s s - c u t t i n g t o o l , and one
marking g u a g e = - a l l i n exce l l en t condi t ion.

Edna Rose: Copy of e t ch i ng done by L i o n e l Barrymore of Purdy's Basin.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Haley of Tonawanda: One w i c k e r baby buggy.
Clarence Baehr of Newfane: 8 Books i n c l u d i n g New Testament, 1863; Johnson's Fact Book,1921,.
Berenice Robinson (Mrs. F. Melviss) of Gaspor t : Ladies c l o t h i n g and 5 Postcards, Ransomville.
Thomas Marks School: "C res t " Yearbook, 1985-86
H a l l e t t & P r i c i l l a Addoms, N iag . F a l l s : x 5 f o o t p i c t u r e frame, l a t e 1800's/
Marian Winger: D o l l Carr iage; E a r l y bread makers U n i v e r s a l #8 e a r l y j u i c e r .
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ROAD "SNAFU": ; ;
One of t h e e a r l y roads in t h e town of Wi lson was t h e "Marsh Settlement Road" which fi r s t

connected what is now known as East Wi lson and South Wi lson. The road was c u t through t h e
wi lderness in 182], and was n o t h i n g more than a wagon t r a i l when Joseph Marsh b u i l t h i s cab in
n e a r the presen t i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Chestnut and Reebe roads.

Old Timers r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e r o a d was l a t e r c a l l e d "Chestnut S t ree t " , b u t in t h e l a t e 1920!s,
when Beebe Road was paved from Chestnut to Warrens Corners, t h e e n t i r e highway was named the
"Warrens Corners-South Wilson Road."

This l o n g , cumbersome name was dropped in t h e l a t e 1930's, and t h e s e c t i o n between Hast
wi lson and South Wilson was re-named "Chestnut t r e e t " , ‘This, however, c r e a t e d a problem as
there already was a "Chestnut S t r e e t " i n t h e v i l l a g e o f w i l s o n making i t i n e v i t a b l e t h a t
two "Chestnut Streets! in t h e town would cause some confusion.

I t wasn't l o n g be fo re d e l i v e r y t r u c k s were t a k i n g p a r c e l s t o t h e v i l l a g e t h a t snould have
been del ivered in East Wilson or South Wilson, and on one occasion, even t h e Wilson Volunteer
F i r e Company was misdirected.

It happened when a c a l l was phoned in to " p u t o u t t h e fi r e behind the church on Chestnut
Street . Assuming t h a t t h e c a l l e r meant t h e Kast w i l s o n Methodist Church, t h e volunteers
a l e r t l y responded, b u t upon fi n d i n g no fi r e , r e t u r n e d q u i c k l y to t h e v i l l a g e where t h e y found
the blaze behind t h e B a p t i s t Church, (on Chestnut S t r e e t ) two b locks from t h e fi r e h a l l .
L u c k i l y, the smal l b rush fi r e d i d n ' t d o much damage.

In an e f f o r t to end some of t h e confusion, many Eas t Wilson and South w i l s o n r e s i d e n t s on
Chestnut S t r e e t began to use " road " on t h e i r addresses--a d e s i g n a t i o n t h a t probab ly should
have been used on the highway s i g n s . Every r u r a l r oad in t h e town o f Wilson i s des igna ted
a s a road w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e k a s t Wi lson "Chestnut S t r e e t " ,

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t today, o v e r h a l f t h e r e s i d e n t s l i v i n g o n "Chestnut S t r e e t " have
iden t i fied t h e i r home addresses in t h e telephone d i r e c t o r y as "Chestnut Road3;" and though
t h i s would seem to p o i n t the way as an easy s o l u t i o n o f t h e problem, easy so lu t ions don ' t
always work in t h i s day and age .

Perhaps, if no reasonable compromise can be reached, t h e "Chestnut S t r e e t " in t h e v i l l a g e
could be changed to honor one of Wilson's former Mayors such as Mosher, Horton, Lutz , or even
Welker,

But whatever t h e answer i s , i t does seem t o border o n t h e r i d i c u l o u s t o have two "Chestnut
St reets" in t h e township of Wilson.
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IN MEMORIAM:

Wehave j u s t learned of tne sudden death of Mr. Charles Mensch of Mesa, Arizona. ‘The mem=
bers of the soc ie ty extend t h e i r s incere condolences to Mrs. Mensch and the other members of
h i s f am i l y.

About a year ago, Mr. Mensch gave a cash donat ion to the soc ie t y in honor of D r. Jokn Argue
to be used f o r pane l ing to d i sp l ay auto e x h i b i t s i n t h e t r anspo r t a t i on b u i l d i n g . The paneling
was in place f o r the Memorial Day F a i r, b u t because of h i s sudden demise, the informat ion
had not been conveyed to him.
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ANNUAL MEETING:

In s p i t e of "Tornado Warnings", o v e r 60 persons attended t h e annual meet ing which was
he ld i n t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g , - - a response t h a t would i n d i c a t e everyone was l o o k i n g
forward to t h e d e l i c i o u s po t roas t "Roadworkers Meal" p lanned by Dorothy Linnabery, Janet
Sporleder, and Char lo t t e Pease.

Officers e lec ted f o r 1986-87 were: Whitney Barnum, Pres. , Norm MacAski l l , 1 s t Vice~Pres.,
John Myers, 2nd Vice-Pres., M i l l i e Croop, Treas . , Tom Sharpe, Rec. Sec. , and Helen Stevens,
Cor. Sec.

Trustees e lec ted to June, 1989, were: Leo Klees, N e t t i e Stimson, and George L innabe ry.
Under t h e new r e - v i s e d by-laws, t h r e e appointments were made by t h e Poard of D i rec tors :

L o i s Jennings, Curator; Ar thur Schnoor, P lann ing Board Chrm; and Wallace Goodnan, Nominations.
Committee Chairmen e lec ted were: L o i s Jenn ings , Acqu is i t ions ; Ce les te Crawford, L i b r a r y ;

Celeste Crawford, Genealogy; Dorothy L i n n a b e r y, Program; Janet S p o r l e d e r, H i s t o r i c a l S i tes ;
E lwin Upton, Grounds; Don Croop, Publ icat ions; Winefred Fischer, Jays & Means; C h r i s t i n e
Kelman, Membership; mma Schrader, Retreshments; C l a r a Marcks, Sunday Hostesses; Edna
Robinson, Photographer; Maryanne Sharpe, Housekeeping; George L innabery, r a n s p o r t a t i o n 5 idg .3
Bur t Jennings, Caboose, and Don Croop, By- laws.

The most i m p o r t a n t j o b o f a l l has n o t y e t been fi l l e d , 1987 F a i r Chairman; because t h e
Memorial Day F a i r p rov ides t h e s o c i e t y w i t h t h e funds t o operate. W e e s p e c i a l l y w ish t o thank
L o i s Barnum who r a n t h e f a i r so w e l l f o r t h e p a s t two y e a r s .
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HISTORY AWARDS:

L i s a Ann A l o i s i o and Nathan Diachun rece i ved t h e s o c i e t y ' s awards a t Class N i g h t f o r top
achievers in American U i s t o r y . Bo th were presen ted w i t h $25 checks by Whitney Barnum, Pres.
o f t he Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Jun ior members o f the s o c i e t y who a lso r e c e i v e d r e c o g n i t i o n o n Class N igh t were J e f f r e y
Dinse, Gina P ise l lo , and Sharon Schotz.
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ADOPTS PROJECT:

We heard Leo Klees would l i k e to p u t t h e o l d dump wagon back in shape. The wagon was g i v e n
t o t h e soc ie ty b y t h e P f e i f f e r Co. , and i s a r e l i c o f t h e days when l a k e g r a v e l was drawn t o
pa tch and r e p a i r t h e o l d macadam roads.

The s o c i e t y has acquired many i t ems t h a t could be recondi t ioned or r e p a i r e d . A l l i t takes
i s some spare t ime and a w i l l i n g n e s s t o h e l p o u t - - B u r t Jenn ings has been d o i n g i t f o r y e a r s .
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ISN'T IT STRANGE how unimpor tant your j o b can be when y o u ask f o r a r a i s e , and how impor tant

it is when you want a day o f f ?
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FAIR WRAP-UP:
The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty had a very successful f a i r o n Memorial Day, and even the

weather co-operated as over 150 members and f r i e n d s p i t c h e d in to serve t h e thousands of
v i s i t o r s who attended. At GAM about 200 dealers began to set up tab les on "Hojack Park", and
b y 10AM t h e grounds were churn ing w i t h a c t i v i t y . A t 1 2 Noon, members o f Wilson's American
Legion Post p a i d t r i b u t e t o o u r f a l l e n war heroes w i t h Comdr. John Demmin o f fi c i a t i n g .

According to L o i s Rarnum, Gen. Chrm., t h e f a i r had something f o r everyone, and one of t he
at t rac t ions was a school e x h i b i t p r e p a r e d by Eleanor Myers, town h i s to r i an . The d i s p l a y out ‑
l i n e d the o l d and newer methods o f teach ing , and inc luded the showing o f v ideo tapes taken a t
the recent reunion of Wilson High School alumni.

There were r u g weaving demonstrations by Winnie Fischer who also showed youngsters how to
opera te a loom. Outside the museum were wood c a r v i n g demonstrations by the Rainbow Woodcar‑
ver 's Association, and the Niagara County D a i r y Princess, Amy Mart in, and h e r al ternate,
Jennifer Kneeland, g ree ted v i s i t o r s and gave out samples of m i l k punch,

Entertainment was prov ided by t h e Wilson H i g h School Band, square dancing by a l o c a l New‑
fane-Wilson group, a lso banjo and accord ian music p r o v i d e d by Monty Stimson, James Hewitson,
and Leo Vo lk . D a r r e l l Smith showed f r e e Disney movies w i t h fi l m s and p r o j e c t o r p rov ided b y
Nioga, courtesy of the Wilson Pub l i c L i b r a r y . Free bal loons were a l so g i v e n to the chi ldren,
courtesy of L i b e r t y Nors ta r Bank and Don Burrows Weld ing , who p r o v i d e d t h e hel ium g a s . Free
wagon r i d e s were a lso ava i lab le thanks to John Wasik, Peter Rohr ing, and t h e i r b e a u t i f u l
Belgium D r a f t h o r s e s ,

Harold Mosher, town superv i so r, won t h e 75 y r . o l d "Basket Qu i l t " made by Florence Schultz,
Bery l Tovel l , Mae Scheffler, Maxine Jones, Marge Moyer, and B e t t y Stimson; L o r e t t a P e t t i t
won the Afghan made by D o r i s Channing; Jan S p o r l e d e r won t h e d o l l made by B e t t y Stimson; and
Marge Ganshaw rece ived a copy o f t he Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty Recipe Book.

Colleen M i l l e r was named "Pie-baking champion" in t h e p i e contest conducted by Marlene
Schotz. Jonathon Schearer p laced second, and Stephen Pardee came in t h i r d .

Nine p u p i l s from Thomas Marks and Stephenson elementary schools were awarded p r i z e s in t h e
pos te r contest w i t h t h r e e $ 5 p r i z e s g i v e n b y t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y t o Kathy McGrath, Mel issa
Faery, and Corey Harman; A $ 5 g i f t c e r t i fi c a t e from MacDonalds was awarded t o Todd Harman;
A Pizza Hut g i f t c e r t i fi c a t e was g i v e n t o Jenn i f e r Lane; Two Skateland passes were awarded
to Melanie Reed and Susan F a r l e y ; and two Palce Theater passes were presented to Adrian
Frer ichs and Jim Rodgers. A l l contestants received f r e e bow l ing coupons from A l l i e Brandt
Lanes in Lockpor t .

The soc ie ty is g r a t e f u l to a l l i t s members and f r iends who furnished, chaired committees,
and worked at the various concessions, and though we can' t mention everyone, there are a few
that we should. Frank Massing, f o r instance, spent two n i g h t s in the caboose as n i g h t watch‑
man, and he was also on the job b r i g h t and e a r l y to a s s i s t Judy Zauner prepare coffee and do‑
nuts f o r the dealers. Also, a t i p - o f - t h e - h a t t o Ne t t i e and Clark Stimson who mailed out the
dealer contracts, l a i d out the grounds, and d i r ec ted dealers to t h e i r respect ive "spo t s " ,

A spec ia l "thank you" to the Masonic Lodge of Wilson who sponsored the "Beat the Champ"
checker games-ea fi r s t a t t h i s year 's f a i r , Also many thanks t o the f o l l o w i n g who spent many
p r e - f a i r hours g e t t i n g ready f o r t h e f a i r : Wanda Burrows, Lucy Monroe, Whit Barnum, Arthur
Schnoor, "Chuck" Messersmith, Clarence Monroe, John Myers, Bur t Jennings, Lo is Jennings,
M i l l i e Croop, L o i s Barnum, Jane Demmin, Edna Rose, Caro l and S a l l y Smith, Jane Pease, and Don
Burrows. We'd a lso l i k e to mention ant ique c a r b u f f s , Doc Argue, Bob Rose, George L innabery,
L a r r y Bulmer, George Lederhouse, Leo Klees, and Clarence Monroe who prepared cars f o r exh ib i t .
Also h i g h on o u r "angel l i s t " is Kd Hast ings and Tom Sharpe who handled set-up and c lean-up.

Over 60 Wilson businessmen helped adver t i se t h e f a i r in t he Union Sun & Journal, Re ta i l e r,
Metro News, and Niagara Gazette; and a number opened t h e i r p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s t o our f r e e
s h u t t l e bus serv ice i n c l u d i n g t h e Wilson Town H a l l , Ex ley Methodist Church, Our Lady o f the \
Rosary R.C. Church, P f e i f f e r ' s Foods, Wi lson High School, Farm and Garden Center, Ontar io
Orchards, and Perry Auc t ion Barn.

P fe i f fe rs Foods a lso donated the d e l i c i o u s loganber ry concentrate t h a t has been so popu la r
at the l a s t 1 annual f a i r s , and t h e Wi lson Boathouse Restaurant furn ished t h e b u t t e r used in
the food b u i l d i n g . W e a l s o thank Wilson C e n t r a l School f o r t h e u s e o f snow f e n c i n g used f o r
crowd cont ro l , a lso o the r cmrtesies extended; a l s o Buete l 's Greenhouse f o r p r o v i d i n g flowers ‑
t o b r i g h t e n u p the grounds ,

We e s p e c i a l l y apprec ia te t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n r e c e i v e d from t h e Wi lson Volunteer F i r e Co. #1,
i n p r o v i d i n g t a b l e s and chairs, and many persons have commented o n how g l a d t h e y a r e t o see
t h e ambulance pa rked on t h e f a i r g r o u n d s . we n o t o n l y va lue t h e i r suppor t , b u t a l so t h e
support rece i ved from Races Emergency Radio S e r v i c e who h e l p co -o rd ina te t h e p a r k i n g and the
shu t t l e bus serv i ce .

The soc ie ty ' s annual f a i r has always been a " f u n f a i r " - - a t ime to g e t toge ther w i t h o l d
f r i e n d s and swap s t o r i e s about " the good o l d days" . We b e l i e v e i t should cont inue t h a t way.
Pu t t i ng on t h e f a i r is not easy, bu t it does p r o v i d e t h e funds necessary to operate the
museum and make improvements. Everyth ing considered, we be l ieve i t ' s worth t h e e f f o r t .
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PLANTS BLOOM AT FAIR:

Jane Pease, Chrm., was new t h i s y e a r, b u t she had t h e a b i l i t y t o make a tough j o b l o o k
easy. In a d d i t i o n to ob ta in ing l a r g e numbers o f p l a n t s f rom l o c a l members, she a lso acquired
many beau t i f u l arrangements f rom area commercial g rowers .

These included, Beutel.'s Nursery, CreeksideGardens, C lay ton 's Nurse ry, Flowers by Jackie,
Faery's Nursery, Faery 's Greenhouse, Hudson's Nursery, Jane Farm and Greenhouse, L u f f ' s
Greenhouse, LaRose's Farm Market, Marks Nurse ry, 0 .C. Fami l y Greenhouse, S u i t s F l o r i s t , and
Steadman's Old Farm Nursery.
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BON MOT: Whenever I hear people d iscuss ing b i r t h con t ro l , I always remember I was fou r th .
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NOTICZ FOR MUSEUM HOSTESSES:

. L o i s Jennings, Acygisitions Chrm., wishes to remind a l l hostesses t h a t it is v e r y i m p o r t a n t
to make out an acqu is i t i on transmiss ion s l i p every t i m e someone leaves a g i f t f o r t h e museum.
A f t e r y o u make out t he transmission record, be sure to have t h e donor s i g n i t . Give t h e
whi te copy to the donor and re tu rn t h e p i n k copy and cardboard copy to t h e box. If a g i f t

$ any s p e c i a l h i s t o r y or s t o r y of f a m i l y i n t e r e s t connected to i t , t r y to a l s o r e c o r d t h i s
in fo rmat ion on the transmission s l i p - - e v e n if you have to a t t a c h an ex t ra sheet. Your co-op ‑
e r a t i o n w i l l make a v e r y d i f fi c u l t t ask much eas ie r.
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HOSTESSES FOR DECEMBER:

The f o l l o w i n g have agreed t o vo lun teer t h e i r serv ices a s hostesses d u r i n g t h e month o f
Decembers Dec 6th, Paul and Gerda Wil l iams; Dec. 13th, John and Eleanor Myers; Dec. 20th,
Ken and Dorothy Tracey; and December 27th, Grace K i r k and Margaret Wilson.

The soc ie ty j o i n s in w ish ing Mrs . Margaret Wilson, Hostess Chrm., many happy re turns of
the day i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h e r 90th b i r t h d a y which she celebrated o n Monday, November 16th.
The next time some o f you 6 0 year o l d s b e g i n f e e l i n g t i r e d and weary, t h i n k about those g a l s ‑
around~town l i k e I d a , Beatr ice, Jennie, and Marga re t .
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DECEMBER PROGRAM:

The r e g u l a r meet ing on Dec. 21st w i l l f ea tu re a German Christmas ce leb ra t i on w i t h the
Zauner f a m i l y in charge. There w i l l be s p e c i a l foods, music, and entertainment and Judy
Zauner w i l l be ass i s ted by Ruth Zauner, L i z Schearer, Maryanne Sharpe, and Eva Zortman.
Dora Wakeman and Hazel S a l i s b u r y w i l l handle t h e coffee, tea, and "punch",
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FITTING MEMORIAL:

The Delphic C i rc le , one o f Wilson's o l d e s t c u l t u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , has p l a n t e d a “Mountain
Ash" i n the "Hojack Park" i n memory o f t h e i r l a t e l o n g - t i m e member, Dorothy Th i lk . Mrs.
Th i l k suggested t h e name "Hojack" f o r t h e p a r k which was made poss ib l e by t h e donation of
t h e l a n d b y D r. and Mrs. George Badger o f L o c k p o r t .
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NEW MEMBERS:

Fr iends w i l l miss Don and Dee F l a g l e r who moved t o Texas r e c e n t l y, however, t h e F l a g l e r s
w i l l continue to keep in touch w i t h t h e i r fo rmer home town as members of t he s o c i e t y. We
a r e a l so happy t o welcome Mr. and Mrs . Charles Seaman who j o i n e d f o l l o w i n g the Nov. mee t ing .
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WINTER TOUR PLANNED:

Eleanor Myers, Chrm., announced t h a t a tour of the Bond House,Lockport, Sun. Dec. 20th
w i l l leave the Wilson Museum at 2PM. Car poo ls w i l l be made up f o r the t r i p . The Bond House
w i l l be spec ia l l y decorated f o r the Christmas season. Here is a good chance f o r everyone
to see the fi r s t b r i c k house b u i l t in Lockpor t .
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BAKE SALE A SUCCESS:

B i l l and Peg Fr i t ton , Chrm., repor ted the baké sale on e lec t ionday net ted near ly $ 1 0 .
Ladies of the soc ie t y, l o n g noted f o r t h e i r cu l i na ry exper t i se , provided a great va r i e t y o f
del ic ious "goodies" f o r the annual event which las ted from 10 to 6 PM.
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PIONEER ANECDOTES:

Stephen J. Stockwel l s e t t l e d at "Stockwel l 's Corners" (Beebe & Chestnut) in 1825. It is
recorded t h a t he once went h u n t i n g w i t h an I n d i a n who missed every shot . The I n d i a n grew
d isgus ted and grunted, “Gun Mad", and t r i e d t o s t r a i g h t e n the s i t e b y p u t t i n g t h e gun i n a
fire . . .Wo lves roamed about f r e e l y in those days, and Stephen's daughter, Lucinda, was f r i g h ‑
tened b y them when they howled a t n i g h t - - s h e had good reason because d u r i n g t h e i r fi r s t year
the cabin o n l y had a b lanke t f o r a door. . .Her brother, Ralph, once turned some w i l d squ i r re l s
loose i n a room f u l l o f l o n g - s k i r t e d women. The l a d i e s were h o l d i n g a "sp inn ing bee™. and
you can imagine what happened when they saw t h e f u r r y roden ts scu r r y i ng about.
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DECEMBER CALENDAR:
Decorate Christmas Tree: Sunday afternoon; 2PM and on3 Everyone come. (DEC. 6 th )
Gnost ic G u i l d : Christmas P a r t y at Wi lson Museum; Tuesday evening, 6:30 PMand on. (DEC. 15th
Board of Trustees: December meet ing cancel led. Bond House To u r : Sun. 2PM (DEC. 20th)
Regu la r Meet ing : Christmas P a r t y ; Pat te rson Room; Monday evening, 7:30PM; (DEC. 21s t )
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MUSEUM PROGRESS:
Work on t h e storage room and t o o l shed i s p rog ress i ng we l l ; A l l b u t one o f t h e 5 d i s p l a y

cabinets in t h e antique c a r b u i l d i n g have been r e p a i r e d and pa in ted ; and f o u r cement posts
marking the n o r t h boundary l i n e of "Hojack" p a r k have been se t . He lp i ng on these p r o j e c t s
were A r t Schnoor, Wa l l y Beutel , Ed L o r t , George L innabe ry, E lw in Upton, Bob Rose, M i l l i e Croofy
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TO DECORATE TREE:
On Sunday, December 6th, the annual t ree deco ra t i ng p a r t y w i l l be h e l d in the Patterson

Room s t a r t i n g a t 2PM. Miss F loss ie L o r t z w i l l b e i n charge. The tree, prov ided b y the Smith:
w i l l be taken to the museum e a r l i e r by courtesy of B u r t Jenn ings . Everyone is i n v i t e d .
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RURAL CARRIER RETIRES:

Ruth P h i l l i p s r e t i r e d from the Wilson Pos to f fice as r u r a l c a r r i e r , Tuesday, Nov. 17th.She
was g i v e n a n ovat ion a t t h e Nov. m e e t i n g i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h e r past fi v e years o f f a i t h f u l
serv ice to the community. Stormy weather, snow d r i f t s , engine t r o u b l e , and fl a t t i r e s w i l l

now b e a t h i n g o f t he pas t f o r Ruth.
a % Sad * x * me “ Me



FORMER GI REMEMBERED BOYHOOD YEARS:
On June 13th, 1944, P h i l i p Brown was s e r v i n g in t h e U.S. Army. He was sta t ioned in Eng ‑

land, and though thousands of m i l e s f rom home, o f t e n thought about t h e l i t t l e town he'd l e f t
behind. I n a l e t t e r to h i s f a t h e r , Sam Brown, he wrote about some of the t h i n g s he remem‑
bered about Wilson when he was growing u p , and we quote f rom a copy of t h a t l e t t e r because i t
m i g h t s t r i k e a responsive chord in some of o u r o l d e r members.

‘Dear Dad: S o r t of n i c e to t h i n k of Middletons moving back i n t o t h e i r o l d stand, (drug
store) . I w ish they could restore i t t o i t s former cond i t i on - -a l l t he dark , heavy woodwork;
t h e l i t t l e tables f o r c h i l d r e n a l o n g t h e s i d e of t h e room; the glass-covered tab les w i t h boxes
o f candy i n s i d e ; the coo l marble foun ta in ; t h e phone booth; the p i l e o f magazines in the win ‑
dow; the r i c k e t y postcard r a c k ; t h e b i g m i r r o r in t h e back; and t h e round tab les and cha i r s
w i t h i r o n l e g s . (Note: One t a b l e and f o u r cha i r s a r e now in t h e museum, and t h e counter top
in the k i tchenet te was made f rom t h e marble soda fountain. )

Do you remember when Roy used to take me in t h e r e and b u y me 2 or 3 i c e cream sundaes w i t h
van i l l a , chocolate sauce and peanuts, and I used to ask you f o r 15 cents f o r a sundae and
15 cents more to buy one f o r Jimmy Hinchliffe?

Remember Jack Rubles o l d place? Jack sold h o t dogs f o r 5 cents, and Dox sold them f o r 10
cents. You said t h a t Jack had to s e l l tw i ceas many as Dox to make the same money~-and I bee
l i e v e h e d i d . .

Jimmy Hinchl i f fe 's grandmother used to l i v e above Rubles, and she had some red and white
poker chips we used to p l a y w i t h . She a l so gave us peppermints.

Remember Slocum's barber shop and how the coons and coon dogs used to make it st ink--also
the telephone o f fi c e t h a t was across thé st reet? And remember when Arthur Dobbs f e l l o f f h i s
wheel cha i r wh i le u s i n g the e levator a t h i s s i s te r ' s house?

Remember how you used to l i n e the barn w i t h cardboard so our horse, Bonnie, could be warm?
And remember the patent medicine man who'd set up h i s stand across from the store on band
concert night--complete w i t h a box f u l l of snakes to draw a crowd?

Remember t h e b o w l i n g a l l e y s in the o l d Wilsonian Club, and t h e s tag d inner when Fred G a i l ‑
b r a i t h fi x e d a ham w i t h sp ices and brown sugar ; a l s o the coconut s h e l l w i t h the coconut
s t i l l in i t t h a t Rex Tugwel l 's f a t h e r sent back from Puerto Rico? I t was k e p t on the tab le in
the main room of the c lub .

Those were the days."
(Note: P h i l Brown, a n a t i v e o f Wilson and member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, now

res ides in Washington, D.C. H i s f a t h e r , Sam Brown, used to be a partner in t he o l d M i l l e r &
Brown drygoods store , Young S t r e e t , Wilson.)
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BY-LAWS REVISION:
On March 16, 1986, the by- laws of t h e Wi lson H i s . Soc. were rev ised by a committee composed

of Don Croop, Chrm., Whi tney Barnum, John Myers , L o i s Jenn ings , and Ar thur Schnoor. They were
approved a t the May m e e t i n g and copies were g i v e n t o a l l o f fi c e r s , and one placed o n fi l e i n
the museum. Wehave been asked to in fo rm o u r members, v i a the news le t t e r, o f some o f t h e
changes t h a t were made.

The soc ie t y now operates under a Board o f D i rec tors c o n s i s t i n g o f the du l y elected o f fi c e r s ;
n i n e elected trustees; town of Wi lson Superv isor ; Town H i s t o r i a n ; Curator; P lann ing Board
Chairman; and Antique Car Chairman.

The board w i l l decide a l l matters o f p o l i c y and s h a l l have general r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the
conduct and administrat ion of the a f f a i r s of t h e s o c i e t y. The board s h a l l a l so be responsible
f o r appo in t ing a C u r a t o r, Nomina t ing Committee Chairman, and P l a n n i n g Board Chairman. A l l
o ther committee chairmen s h a l l be selected by t h e nomina t i ng committee.

I n the next newsletter w e w i l l ou t l i ne some o f t h e d u t i e s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e
var ious o f fi c e r s and committee chairmen.
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LOOKING AHEAD:
The 1986 Memorial Day F a i r is h i s t o r y , b u t some members of t h e s o c i e t y are a l ready l o o k i n g

forward to next y e a r. The q u i l t i n g committee has acquired a top f o r a new q u i l t , and Joe
Higg ins is hard at work appl iqueing the new d e s i g n . The double s i z e spread w i l l f ea tu re red
t u l i p s w i t h green leaves and stems. Joe l e t us t a k e a peek at h i s handiwork, and a f t e r it is
qu i l ted it promises to be a r e a l b e a u t y.
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TRANSPORTATION BUILDING ON SCHEDULE:

Work is progress ing n i c e l y on t h e soc ie ty ' s new t ranspor ta t ion b u i l d i n g - - t h e fl o o r i s
l a i d , the. cement b lock w a l l s a r e more than h a l f wp, and it is expected t h a t the r o o f w i l l be
on and t h e e n t i r e j o b completed be fo re w i n t e r sets i n .

The decision to construct t h e b u i l d i n g was g i v 2 n a green l i g h t two years ago when t h e so‑
c i e t y was able t o a l l o c a t e $12,000 f o r t h e p r o j e c t :i n i t s b u i l d i n g fund, and t h e town commit‑
ted $10,000 more f rom i t s C a p i t a l Reserve Fund.

Whitney Barnum, President o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, a l s o app l ied t o t h e state f o r
an add i t i ona l one t ime g r a n t o f $15,000 which was approved in J u l y through t h e o f fi c e o f Rep.
Joseph T, P i l l i t t e r e o f t h e 138th Assembly D i s t r i c t .

During the p a s t 1 yea rs , most of the improvements t h a t have been made have been achieved
by the o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s vo lun teers - - the cur ren t b u i l d i n g program is no except ion.

Helping w i t h const ruc t ion to da te have been Leo Klees, Whitney Barnum, Edward H a s t i n g s ,
" O l l i e " Clark, Arthur Schnoor, "Chuck" Messersmith, E lw in Upton, Franc is Brown, and Raymond
A l l g e i e r . Also, George L innabery, John Myers, Wesley Johnson, Ralph Dinse, Frank Massing,
Tom Sharpe I I I , Don Croop, GregoryMandevi l le, C l a r k Stimson, Ron Zauner, George Lederhouse,
Gary P e t t i t , Kevin Reppentine, and Randy Ward.

Some e s s e n t i a l work was per formed w i t h town equipment and t h e f o l l o w i n g p e r s o n n e l : Robert
Hoffman, Tom Boyd, P h i l Bar tz , Tom Jablonski , and K e i t h Dixon. The v i l l a g e a lso contr ibuted
some equipment and men f o r t h e p r o j e c t i n c l u d i n g Bob Zastrow and Gary Greenwald.

Wee s p e c i a l l y wish t o thank W i l l i a m Hess who donated use o f h i s t r a c t o r w i t h l o a d e r ;
Adrian Frerichs f o r use of h i s t r ac to r and loader ; and Roger Demmin f o r use of two tractors,
one w i t h loader and the o t h e r w i t h cement m i x e r.

With any k i n d of break from t h e weatherman, two more work Saturdays should see t h e wal ls
completed, and it is hoped t h a t a few more new volunteers w i l l show up so t h a t the e n t i r e
b u i l d i n g can b e fin ished q u i c k l y.
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NEW MEMBERS:

Some new members have jo ined t h e s o c i e t y d u r i n g t h e summer months i n c l u d i n g S a l l y Pelton,
Chicago, I L ; B e t t y M a r t i n Goater, Popano Beach, FL; Henry and D'Nelle M u l l e t t , New Por t
Richey, FL; Kathy J. Wilson, Johnstown,NY; Fayet te and Mabel Wi lson, M a y fi e l d , NY; a lso
Roger and Joanne Demmin, and Gera ld and Margaret Por te r, a l l f rom Wilson; and Charles Buchner
and Helen Brunner, both of Ransomville. (Note: Fayet te Wilson and Kathy Wilson are d i r e c t
descendents of Joel Wilson, brother of Reuben, a f t e r whom the town of Wilson is named.)
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SEPTEMBER HOSTESSES:

The fo l lowing persons have volunteered to serve as hostesses Sunday afternoons from two
to four : Sept. 7th, Ralph and Helen Dinse; Sept . 1 t h , Richard and Emma Lou Reppentine;
Sept . 2 i s t , James and B e t t y Corne l l ; and S e p t . 28th, Harold and Esther A l b r i g h t .
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FEDERATION DISPLAY: ,

John Myers, 2nd Vice-Pres., was in charge of “the Wilson d i s p l a y which won 2nd place at the
Farm and Home Center Federation e x h i b i t . The Wilson e x h i b i t featured 8x10 photos of twelve
cobblestone houses t h a t may be seen along the soc ie t y ' s "cobblestone t r a i l " . Hand-out b ro ‑
chures w i t h d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e houses were ava i l ab le .
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NEW HISTORIAN:

The Wilson s o c i e t y extends i t s c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Mrs. Dorothy R o l l i n g who was r e c e n t l y
appointed County H is to r i an b y the Niagara Co. l e g i s l a t u r e . Mrs. R o l l i n g i s a lso p a r t t ime
h i s t o r i a n f o r t h e town of Niagara and member of t h e Niagara County Genealog ica l S o c i e t y.
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N.C.G.S. PLANS REPRINT:
The Niagara Co. Genea log ica l Soc. i s r e p r i n t i n g and i n d e x i n g the 1902 "Souvenir H i s t o r y o f

NiagaraCounty", and the hard cover 8x11 i n c h book w i l l have about 250 pages. It w i l l be a v a i l ‑
able u n t i l Oc t . 15th a t t h e p r e - s a l e p r i c e o f $25 p l u s $1.75 sa les tax and $ 2 postage. The
h i s t o r y is considered unique because t h e chapters were w r i t t e n by p ioneers from var ious com‑
muni t ies . Wi l l i am H. Holmes, f o r instance, wrote t h e chapter on Wilson.

e+ # He & HH H KH HK
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Waldo Buete l , Ransomville; gas g r i l l f o r u s e at annual f a i r .
Eleanor Desso: P a i r o f l a d i e s d e s i g n e r shoes f o r use w i t h o l d museum dresses.
Mrs. Charles Mensch, Mesa, Ar i zona : 1975 Buick R i v i e r a in memory o f Charles Mensch.
Roger Schu l t z , L o c k p o r t : One-man seeder, handcra f ted , 10 seed t r a y s . Ve r y good c o n d i t i o n .
Kenneth Graham: Windshield w i p e r f o r model A Ford.
N e t t i e St imson: P i c t u r e of Cover t Gear employees at Lockpo r t , 19293 Harr ison employees,19i13

also one green b o t t l e w i t h l a b l e f rom D r . J . 0 . Moore, v e t e r i n a r y.
Charles Messersmith: Two wooden c o i l s f rom a Model-T Ford.
Harold Donner, I thaca : Books, "The Niagara" by Donald Braider; "Lake Ontar io" by Arthur

Pound; and t h e "F igh t i ng Tuscarora" by C h i e f C l i n t o n R ickard .
Leo Klees: E a r l y stove cook ing t ime r, photographs, pos t ca rds , and miscellaneous papers.
D r . Argue: F l a g ho lde r f o r 1925 c a r .
Beat r ice Sa l i sbu ry : M isc . e a r l y school exams d a t i n g back to 1911-1912.
Thomas Fare: Wooden croquet s e t .
Edna Rose: Three o l d j e l l o molds.
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FROM THE PAST:

March 28, 1887: Mr. S. Je Swann is about to return to Wilson f rom East Aurora and open
up a new bakery here. (Lockport D a i l y Union)
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LEGENDS OF THE EAST BRANCH:
In t h e 1800's, creeks or r i v e r s r u n n i n g i n t o Lake Ontar io were convenient "landmarks" f o r

e s t i m a t i n g d is tances f rom F o r t N i a g a r a , t hus i n N i a g a r a County w e have Four M i l e Creek,
Twelve M i l e Creek, and E igh teen M i l e Creek .

Twelve M i l e Creek, which fl o w s i n t o Lake On ta r i o a t Wilson, has an east branch w i t h i t s
source in Cambria; and a west branch which o r i g i n a t e s at t h e Tuscarora I n d i a n Reservat ion.
The east branch, which fl o w s t h r o u g h t h e v i l l a g e , had some i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r i c s i t e s a long
i t s course as it wound i t s way to t h e l a k e .

Near t h e west end o f Young S t . , o n t h e south s i de o f the road, was a small fl a t - t o p p e d h i l l
r i s i n g j u s t beh ind the o l d Wilson M i l l . It was c a l l e d B a t t e r y H i l l because Luther Wilson's
M i l i t i a Co. used t o p lace a 3 1 b . cannon o n t o p o f i t and fi r e a t a t a r g e t set u p o n Cannon
B a l l H i l l - - a b o u t one h a l f m i l e t o t h e n o r t h .

For many y e a r s , cannon b a l l s cou ld b e found a t t h e t a r g e t s i t e - - e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r hard r a i n s
when t h e s o i l washed away. One cannon b a l l , found in t h e l a t e 50's, was donated to t h e
Wilson Museum.

Bat te ry H i l l was also the s i t e of the 1s t cemetery in the v i l l a g e , although in the ea r l y
1800's, a few b u r i a l s were made at the east end of Sunset I s land . This is confirmed by Mrs.
Bessie Crawford, former l o n g t ime res iden t of the i s l a n d who once wrote, "There is no record
i n existence o f the number o r names o f those bur ied there, b u t we do know i t s l oca t i on . "

Across the road from B a t t e r y H i l l was the o l d Reuben Wilson home, and the s i t e of Wilson's
fi r s t Postoffice. The o l d frame structure, b u i l t in 182) around an o r i g i n a l l o g house, is
s t i l l i n good shape and o c c u p i c d .

Just west of the Wilson home was another h i gh h i l l known as Three Oaks H i l l . Threelarge
oak trees at the top were used as a look-qut p o i n t to spot anyone coming up the creek. From
there a c lear v iew of Cannon B a l l H i l l could be had as w e l l as Ind ian H i l l , another look-out
p o i n t f u r t h e r downstream.

J u s t before r e a c h i n g Cannon B a l l H i l l , one comes t o the spot known a s Prospect Point. I t
was here t h a t severa l chunks of Foo l ' s Gold were found r a i s i n g hopes in some residents t h a t
some migh t become r i c h , The b r i g h t y e l l o w substance looked l i k e g o l d in i t s s o f t rock f o r ‑
mation, b u t was of no va lue what -so-ever. J u s t eas t o f Cannon B a l l H i l l was Greenwood Ceme‑
t e r y and t h e remains of an o l d b r i c k y a r d . On t h e west s ide of t h e creek fl a t s was a boa t
y a r d where small s a i l i n g vesse ls were b u i l t .

A l i t t l e n o r t h o f Cannon B a l l H i l l was I n d i a n H i l l - - s o named because i t was w e l l - f o r e s t e d ,
and t h e I n d i a n s l i k e d t o camp t h e r e . T h i s was b o r n ou t l a t e r b y the l a r g e number o f arrow
heads found t h e r e . Much of I n d i a n H i l l was bu l ldozed and used f o r fi l l when the new b r i d g e
o n Route 1 8 was b u i l t over t h e c r e e k .

C o n t i n u i n g downstream, one came to t h r e e l a r g e r o c k s t h a t seemed to be p laced in a t r i a n g l e .
It is s a i d t h a t d u r i n g the War of 1812, t h r e e American s o l d i e r s paced o f f a h i d i n g p l a c e some
where between t h e rocks and two l a r g e "notched" oak t rees , and b u r i e d a smal l chest of money
so t h a t it wouldn't f a l l i n t o t h e hands of t h e B r i t i s h . Legend has it t h a t t h e s o l d i e r s were
k i l l e d in b a t t l e at l M i l e Creek, and to t h i s d a y, t h e treasure has never been found. The
l a s t time we rowed up the c reek , t h e r o c k s and one oak t r e e were s t i l l i n p l a c e .

Sho r t P o i n t , t h e next s i t e o f i n t e r e s t , was a g e n t l y s l o p i n g bank where Ind ians and t r a p ‑
pers were sa id to have landed t h e i r canoes and camped. J u s t beyond was Mud B r i d g e which
connected t h e former Tuscarora Park w i t h t h e I s l a n d Yacht Club.

At the west end of t h e yach t c l u b p r o p e r t y was a p l a c e known as Glisman's Po in t . One t ime
when Sturgeon were p l e n t i f u l i n t h e l a k e , a Pound was b u i l t t h e r e t o keep them i n . I t was
fenced in l i k e a c o r r a l w i t h p l a n k s p l a c e d o v e r i t to walk o n , and the huge fi s h were k e p t
u n t i l t hey c o u l d be c leaned or smoked and sen t to m a r k e t in L o c k p o r t by s tagecoach .

At t h e eas t end of the yacht c l u b , t h e creek entered " M i l l i e Cook Cove", named a f t e r the
vesse l , M i l l i e Cook, t h a t caught fi r e in t h e l a k e . Her crew managed to s tee r h e r i n t o t h e
harbor and grounded h e r in t h e cove where she burned to t h e water l i n e .

I n the no t too d i s t a n t p a s t , s low moving r o w boa ts and canoes moved l e i s u r e l y u p and down
t h e p l a c i d waters of t h e East Branch. Today, t h e harbor is a b u s t l i n g , "fisherman's para ‑
d i s e " w i t h w a l l t o w a l l b o a t s . A s i g n o f p r o g r e s s , n o doubt, b u t w e s o r t o f l i k e t o remem=
b e r it t h e way it was.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Don't k i c k about t h e t imes in which y o u l i v e . A hundred years f rom now t h e y ' l l be
r e f e r r e d to as " the good o l d days . " (Wilson Star-1895)
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THE HOLIDAY SEASON: ‘
| L o i s Jennings i n v i t e s a l l members of t h e s o c i e t y to come to t h e museum Sunday, Nov. 30th,
| f rom 1:00 to : 0 0 PMto h e l p decora te t h e Christmas t ree . She hopes everyone w i l l t r y to

t u r n o u t so t h e museum can be p r o p e r l y decorated f o r t h e Ho l iday Season.
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Dorothy Linnabery has announced t h a t t h e program on Monday evening, Dec. 15th, at 7:30 PM,
} w i l l feature "An I t a l i a n Christmas", and w i l l be p r e s e n t e d by Mr. and Mrs. Anthony C i p o l l a

of Wilson; Mr. and Mrs. Michael Molinaro of Lockport ; M r . and Mrs. Angelo D iM i l l o of Lockport ,
| and Rev. Paul Burkard of Our Lady o f t h e Rosary R.C. Church, Wilson.
! Fol lowing the program, refreshments w i l l be served by Jean Swanson, Maxine Jones, and
: Emma Schrader.
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: Remember those cute animals t h a t Carole Schnoore brought to the December meeting l a s t year?
| Wel l , if you d i d n ' t w i n one, y o u ' l l have another chance on December 15th. "Santa Bear",

"Sno Bear" and "Reindeer" a r e l o o k i n g f o r a home, and each fl u f f y animal stands 15 inches t a l l ,
and conta ins a m s i c box t h a t p lays 1 6 d i f f e r e n t Christmas melodies. Donation t i c k e t s a r e
ava i l ab le from Carole a t 50 cents each o r th ree f o r a d o l l a r .

% 4 % H H H H HH KH
| The twelve towns o f Niagara County w i l l e n t e r d i s p l a y s a t the F e s t i v a l o f L i g h t s i n N iag .

F a l l s t h i s y e a r based o n t h e song, "The Twelve Days o f C h r i s t m a s " , Wilson's e n t r y w i l l b e
submitted by Jackie Zastrow of "Flowers by J a c k i e " and w i l l be "A Part r idge in a Pear Tree."
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The Wilson Senior H i g h School Chamber Ensemble w i l l p e r f o r m at the Wintergarden, Niagara

F a l l s , o n Dec. 11 th a t 8:00 PM, a s p a r t o f t h e Hol iday f e s t i v i t i e s scheduled there. Free.
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SUNDAY HOSTESSES FOR DECEMBER:
Dec. 7th, Fenton and Bessie Cole; Dec. 1hth, M i l t o n and Helen Clark; Dec. 21st, John and

Jane Demmins and Dec. 28th, L loyd and Diane A l b r i g h t . The museum w i l l b e closed t o v i s i t o r s
d u r i n g the w in te r months of January, February, and March.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Whitney Barnum, Pres., has a p p o i n t e d Jean Argue to fi l l out t he unexp i red term o f h e r l a t e
husband, D r. John F. Argue. Also appo in ted was Donald Burrows who w i l l r ep lace Carole
Schnoor, who r e c e n t l y r e s i g n e d . The n e x t meet ing o f t h e Board w i l l convene a t the home o f
Whitney Barnum, Wed. evening, Dec. 10th, at 8:00 PM,
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WAYS & MEANS REPORT:

Winnie Fischer repor ts t h a t $208.70 was rea l i zed from tables set up at the Episcopal Church
"Apple Fest", and the Elect ion Day Bake Sale at Town Hall. Assis t ing Winnie were M i l l i e Croop,
Lo is Barnum, Edna Rose, and Doris Klees.

* t+ H+H + H H FHKH
DUTIES OF COMMITTEES: (Continued)

11. A Grounds Comm, w i l l be responsible f o r upkeep of grounds and p lant ings around museun,
also making sure grounds are mowed in summer, and snow cleared from driveway and park ing l o t
in  w in te r.

12, A Memorial Day F a i r Chrm. w i l l be respons ib le f o r se lec t ing a l l f a i r personnel, and
supe rv i se a l l areas o f p l ann ing and conduct o f t h e f a i r .

13. A Genea log ica l Comm. s h a l l be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p roduc ing and d i s t r i b u t i n g genea log ica l
forms and f a m i l y r e c o r d sheets, a lso keeping a l l d a t a rece ived i n permanent a l p h a b e t i c a l fi l e .

1h. A P u b l i c i t y Chrm. s h a l l a r range f o r p u b l i c i t y o f meetings and s p e c i a l events i n l o c a l
papers, TV, e t c .

15. Caboose Comm. s h a l l care f o r and keep u p t h e o l d r a i l r o a d caboose.
16. The Antique Car Comm. w i l l b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e care, upkeep, and d i s p l a y o f a l l

ca rs owned o r o n l o a n t o t h e s o c i e t y.
17. The Refreshments Comm. s h a l l p r o v i d e a minimum of three persons to p r o v i d e and serve

l i g h t refreshments a f t e r each monthly m e e t i n g . ;
18, Sunday Hostess Comm. s h a l l p r o v i d e a t l e a s t 2 g ree te rs f o r the museum on Sunday a f t e r ‑

noons from 2 to 4 PM--more i f requ i red .
1 9 , The Q u i l t i n g Comm. i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r making a q u i l t t o b e r a f fl e d a t t h e Memorial

Day F a i r. R a f fl e donat ion t i c k e t s s h a l l a l s o be aquired by t h e committee who w i l l be
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a l l t i c k e t d o n a t i o n s .

20. A Photographer s h a l l be selected to photograph a l l current events, and see t h a t a l l
p i c t u r e s a re d i sp layed in the museum albums.
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BUILDING PROGRESS:
Except f o r some " fi n i s h i n g touches", t h e b u l k o f t h e work o n t h e r o o f o f t h e new transpor‑

t a t i o n B u i l d i n g was completed on Thursday, November 6 th .
Although a t o t a l of 50 persons were i n v o l v e d in the construct ion p r o j e c t , we a r e espec ia l l y

g r a t e f u l to the f o l l o w i n g volunteers who repeated ly repor ted to work--day a f t e r day: Leo Klees,
Arthur Schnoor, Ed H a s t i n g s , " O l l i e " C lark , "Chuck" Messersmith, Elwin Upton, Dennis Clark ,
Gregory Mandeville, Tom Walder, George L innabery, Maxwell Hunter, John Myers, Maurice Clark ,
and Eddy Seefe ld t .

" O l l i e " Clark and severa l o t h e r members of t h e Carpenters Union, Local 280, i n c l u d i n g
Kenny Hoffman, Wi l l i am Reinbol t , and Dave Desso, p u t t h e r o o f supports in place and we thank
them f o r t h e i r s k i l l e d assistance. In add i t i on we would l i k e to acknowledge the services of
some others not p rev ious l y mentioned, Wi l l i am Shook, A l Waite, Bruce LaMantia, Otto Klees,
and Lloyd Norton. Las t , b u t no t l e a s t , M i l l i e Croop who c a l l e d a l l t he people who volunteered
t h e i r h e l p .
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BON MOT: Don ' t complain because rose bushes have thorns : Be g l a d t h a t they have roses.
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WHEN THE CIRCUS CAME TO TOWN: .
In t h e m i d 1920's, a few l i t t l e c i rcuses used to tour t h e country and make stops at some

of t h e smal le r v i l l a g e s l i k e Wilson. There was always a l o t of excitement when a c i r cus t r a i n
p u l l e d i n t o a town, and it was f u n to watch as wagons, animals, and equipment were unloaded
from t h e fl a t ca rs . The c i r c u s t roupe would u s u a l l y p a r a d e through town before a performance,
and no boy or g i r l who eve r saw one, cou ld e v e r f o r g e t t h e t h r i l l of a r e a l l i v e c i r cus parade.

A l a r g e band wagon w i t h n o i s y brass band u s u a l l y l e d t h e p r o c e s s i o n followed b y c o l o r f u l l y
costumed trapeze a r t i s t s , clowns, and o t h e r p e r f o r m e r s who would smi le and wave a s they walked
b y . They would b e fol lowed b y horse drawn wagons c o n t a i n i n g w i l d caged animals, and a row o f
elephants would p l o d a long behind w i t h each ho ld i ng t h e t a i l o f the preceeding elephant in
h i s t runk . The raucous wheezing sound of t h e steam ca l i ope would o f t e n s i g n a l the end of t h e
p a r a d e ,

Les te r C la r k o f Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a , r e c a l l e d t h a t when t h e c i r c u s came t o Wilson they
used to p i t c h t h e i r t e n t on the o l d basebal l diamond on t h e west s i d e of Lake S t r e e t . The
g r o u n d s were almost behind the Clark home, and he remembered how the elephants and other
tamer animals came t o the w e l l behind h i s p a r e n t ' s house t o d r i n k from i t . The w e l l was
shallow and water was brough t to the sur face w i t h a cha in wheel d r i ve . Ambitious boys or
g i r l s could sometimes earn f r e e passes to the show by c a r r y i n g water or p i t c h i n g hay f o r the
e lephants .

Laura Clark cou ldn ' t remember too much about t h e c i r c u s because she s a i d whenever i t came
to town she always seemed to be s i c k . She d i d r e c a l l , however, how mad her fa the r g o t one
t ime when an e lephan t broke loose and drank a l l t h e water f rom t h e i r w e l l . Then, to make
matters worse, the u n g r a t e f u l pachyderm p u l l e d u p a l l t h e peanuts t h a t h e r Dad had p l a n t e d
i n t h e i r g a r d e n .

Weasked O l l i e Clark if he knew t h e name of t h e c i r c u s t h a t se t up in Wilson, and he
sa id t h a t he bel ieved i t was c a l l e d t h e P h i l o Soto C i rcus .

HH H H H H w H H
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Donald J. Munch of I r v i n g , NY, has become t h e 89th person to j o i n t h e L i f e Membership
Class o f the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. H e i s t h e son o f the l a t e Ernest and Evelyn Bardol
Munch, and was de l ivered by D r . John Burns, Augus t 27, 1934, at the Townline Road home of
Evelyn B i c k f o r d .

Don attended t h e o l d D i s t r i c t 7 schoolhouse on Chestnu t Road, then taught by Dorothy
Swick Halstead, and l a t e r went to Wilson when t h e d i s t r i c t j o i n e d the Cent ra l School system.
One of the persons he remembers as hav ing made a g r e a t impress ion onhim and h i s f r iends was
t h e i r f r i e n d l y bus d r i v e r , Lee Ward.

He was in terested in Scout ing and was a char ter member of East Wilson B. S. Troop #1
where he became Junior Assistant Scoutmaster and was able to e x h i b i t h i s na tu ra l t a len t f o r
leadersh ip . A f t e r g radua t ion from Wilson Centfal School in 1952 he worked a short t ime a t
Harrison Radiator and Simon Saw & S t e e l be fore s e r v i n g two years w i t h the U. S. Army .

A t age 21, Don was accep ted in t h e New York S t a t e Troopers where he served f o r 25 years
at various Posts thru out Western New York. At the t ime of h i s ret i rement he was Senior
Inves t iga to r i n charge o f the Bureau o f Cr im ina l I n v e s t i g a t i o n i n Chautauqua County. H e i s
p resen t l y employed in the secu r i t y department of Niagara Mohawk.

Don met and marr ied Retha Bates of South Plymouth, NY, and they have four sons-<all of
whom r e s i d e near them o n Lake Shore Road a t I r v i n g .
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FOURTH GRADERS VISIT MUSEUM:

Karen Welch, Cindy Ude r i t z , and 24 p u p i l s f rom Mrs . Welch's l t h grade c lass a t Thomas
Marks School, v i s i t e d t h e museum r e c e n t l y where they were g ree ted b y M i l l i e and Don Croop.
The students have been s tudy ing t h e l o c a l h i s t o r y of t h e i r town, and t h e i r v i s i t gave them an
o p p o r t u n i t y t o see some o f t h e a r t i f a c t s and memorabi l ia t h a t e x i s t e d i n the days o f t h e i r
g randparen ts ,

The c lass was espec ia l l y observant and t h e youngsters asked many questions as they looked
a t the i tems o n d i s p l a y. Thank you notes were l a t e r sent t o t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y i n c l u d i n g
one from Mrs . Welch who made t h e f o l l o w i n g observation;

"The c lass needs to see and hear more than j u s t one v o i c e teach ing them about our r i c h
heritage here i n Wilson. A special thank y o u t o a l l t h e people i n t h e h i s t o r i c a l society
t h a t care enough about t h e pas t and present to con t r ibu te t h e i r t ime and energy. Reuben W i l ‑
son may have: gotten Wilson o f f t o a good b e g i n n i n g , b u t i t i s a l l o f you t h a t keep i t " a l i v e . "
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Mr. and i r s . Charles R i g n a l l of Sheridan, NY, have donated 11 cut c r y s t a l water g l a s s e s ;
one pressed g l a s s vase; cu t g l a s s bowl; and c o p i e s o f B u f f a l o I l l u s t r a t e d Express pub l i shed
L/1/189 and 5/25/1902.

Lawrence Moss of Bu f fa lo : S t r e e t S i g n , "Welcome to Wilson", found on the K.C. B u i l d i n g
i n down town B u f f a l o i n 1986.

. Deanna L e g g e t t , Ransomvil le: 1907 Sunday School C e r t i fi c a t e ; C h i l d ' s tea set; t i n y teddy
bear; c h i l i ' s smal l basket; and embroidered lambswood hanging.

John G o o j r i c h , F l o r i d a : Four l a r g e s p e c i a l wrenches; t e n smal le r wrenches; One p a i r p l i e r s ,
a l l f o r 1939 A l l i s Chalmer's Tractor; a l s o , 1930 Hardee Spray Gun.

Helen Borngraeber : Box of Photographs.
Haro ld Argue, L o c k p o r t : 1969 Volkswagon Van (Bus)=--in good condi t ion .
M r s . E l lagene Hayes: Old But ton Hook.
Henry P e r r y, L o c k p o r t : Fami ly Tree o f Henry J . P e r r y.
Fay Campbell: Photograph of Campbell f a m i l y t a k e n d u r i n g t h e Wilson Centenn ia l in 1958.
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MEMBER IN NEWS:

Congratulat ions to Walter Moxham, L i f e Member of t h e Wilson H i s . Soc., who has been
named Vice-President of t h e Lockpor t Bar Associat ion

% # & % H H KH HK HR


