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THE TOWN AND VILLAGE LOCKUP:
Have you ever wondered how Wilson may have looked in t h e e a r l y 1900's? One o l d t ime r who

was r a i s e d in t h e v i l l a g e once sa id , " I f y o u eve r watched "Gunsmoke" on TV, y o u could see
exac t l y how t h e v i l l a g e looked in those d a y s . " Wilson's counterpart to S h e r i f f M a t t D i l l o n
was Constable Ben Stone, and h i s j a i l was l o c a t e d between t h e o l d Nevy s tore and Hervey San‑
f o r d ' s T i l e Yard, which extended from t h e j a i l t o t h e Masonic B u i l d i n g .

The lockup was b u i l t when t h e cobblestone C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e was b e i n g t o r n down in 1900
t o make way f o r t h e new b r i c k Union School. Back o f t h e I n s t i t u t e was a l a r g e outdoor t o i l e t
and the v i l l a g e fa the rs decided to have it moved next to Sanford's T i l e Yard f o r use as a
j a i l . A p a r t i t i o n th rough t h e center o f t h e b u i l d i n g was to rn out and two b a r r e d c e l l s were
b u i l t i n t o i t by Jesse B igg ins who r a n a Blacksmi th Shop on Cather ine S t r e e t .

The lockup was used f o r a number of y e a r s , b u t in t h e e a r l y twent ies was moved next to the
o l d water tower on H i g h S t r e e t by F l a g l e r ' s Welding Shop. The l a t e E a r l Armstrong, a former
Niagara County Deputy S h e r i f f , once t o l d a s t o r y about s topp ing a t t h e j a i l a f t e r school, and
when he walked i n t o a c e l l to look it over someone slammed the door shut and locked him i n .
The Constable had dr iven i n t o the country w i t h h i s horse and buggy so Ear l went without sup‑
p e r . To make matters worse, he had a date w i t h a g i r l on the Island, and when he d idn ' t show
up at 7:30PM, she go t mad as hops. E a r l d i dn ' t ge t out of the "cooler" u n t i l 9:00PM, when the
Constable returned, b u t Earl 's g i r l wouldn't have anything to do w i t h him u n t i l some of h i s
f r iends t o l d h e r the t r u t h about what happened.

O n August 27, 1932, a n i n s p e c t i o n r e p o r t was made out b y Walter Nicholson, Chairman o f the
Sta te Board of Corrections, and submitted to Fred Bigalow, Town Supervisor, and A.M. McDroy,
V i l l a g e Mayor, and read as fo l lows: ,

"This lockup occupies a small one-story wood b u i l d i n g on the o u t s k i r t s of the v i l l a g e . It
contains one l a t t i c e d s t e e l c e l l and one wooden c e l l w i t h l a t t i c e d s tee l door. Cel ls are
equipped w i t h bunks, mattresses, blankets, and c o m f o r t a b l e s , There a r e n o s a n i t a r y f a c i l i - ~
t i e s what-ever, b u t the re i s an e l e c t r i c l i g h t and stove f o r hea t . Since the l a s t i nspec t i on ,
t h e lockup has been pa in ted throughout w i t h wh i t e enamel p a i n t and is in good condi t ion .
Constable Wi l l iam L o r t has s ta ted t h a t de ten t ions a r e seldom made here, and the l o c k u p is
f requent ly used f o r l o d g e r s . " The Commissioner then recommended, "When t h i s lockup is used
f o r dention purposes i t should be k e p t under constant and competent superv is ion as fi r e r i s k
is extreme by reason of t h e type of const ruc t ion and i t s l o c a t i o n and exposure."

So much f o r Wilson's j a i l . L e t ' s hope t h a t in t h e f u t u r e it w i l l not be necessary to
b u i l d another, and t h a t t he town's main problemw i l l be l o c k i n g up st ray dogs-no t cr iminals.
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THE MAIL BAG:

Fr iends of Bessie Crawford w i l l be g l a d to know she p l a n s to be in Wilson a g a i n next s u m
mer. Norman Th i l k rece ived a l e t t e r f rom h e r r e c e n t l y and was informed t h a t h e r daughter,
Cleo, r e t i r e d l a s t June. She w i l l v i s i t h e r mother i n F l o r i d a f o r two months o n January 6th,
then Bessie w i l l re turn t o C a l i f o r n i a w i t h h e r o n March 5th. She p lans t o stay there u n t i l
she returns to t h e "Island."

John and Mar ion Goodrich a r e t o u r i n g t h e southlands a g a i n t h i s w i n t e r and wrote about see-=
i n g t h e ant ique c a r museum at Stone M t . , Ga. I t took someone l i k e John to l e a r n t h a t t h e pro-=
p r i e t o r , Tommy Prostman, once knew one of t h e bu i l de rs of Wilson's Niagara automobile, and
has brochures about t h e c a r t h a t m i g h t be ava i lab le to the Wilson Museum, TV watchers may
r e c a l l t h a t Tommy Prostman p layed t h e p a r t of "Preacher Sam" in t h e Kenny Roger movie,
"Coward of t h e County".

Mrs. Cor r i ne Tabor Ba i l ey of Canandaigua sent s i x b e a u t i f u l t a t t e d "snowflakes" f o r d i s ‑
p l a y on one of t h e soc ie ty 's Christmas trees. They a r e about 3%inches in d iameter and made
in a v a r i e t y of co lo rs . Mrs. B a i l e y, 90 years young, wrote, "1 received the Newslet ter today
and i t i s most i n t e r e s t i n g t o me-=so many people I used t o know i n each copy. The enclosed
t a t t e d "snowflakes" a r e f o r you r t ree. I have made over a hundred to s e l l and g i v e away. I
was v e r y impressed when I v i s i t e d t h e Wilson Museum a wh i l e ago. " We thank Corr ine f o r h e r
i n t e r e s t and though t fu l ness .

E l l a Mae Peters wr i t es t h a t she misses t h e good times we had organ iz ing and work ing f o r t h e
h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y, and misses Wilson b u t no t t h e w i n t e r w e a t h e r , She s a i d t h a t she may d o ‑
nate another p a i n t i n g of t h e o l d S isson House t h a t used to stand next to hers on Washington
Street . Everyone w i l l l o o k forward to h e r planned t r i p to Wilson next summer,
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BON MOT: An extravagance is anyth ing y o u buy t h a tis of no e a r t h l y use to you r w i fe . ( F. Jones



MOPPETS LIKE MUSEUM:
F i f t y - t h r e e p u p i l s from the 2nd g r a d e s a t Thomas Marks School were gues ts a t the museum

Thursday afternoon, Dec 17 th , Accompanied b y t h e i r teachers, M r s , Susan C r u i c k s h a n k .and Mrs.
Sharon Paja , the enthusiastic youngsters showed g r e a t i n t e r e s t in the exh ib i t s and seve ra l
confided e r n e s t l y, "Gee, t h i s p l a c e i s n e a t " o r "Boy, t h i s i s n i c e - = I l i k e i t here." Some
enjoyed the loan display of o l d toys t h a t ' t h e i r grandparents used to p l a y w i t h ' , wh i le many
were at t racted to the o l d m i l i t a r y equipment. G i r l s were fascinated by severa l p a i r of baby
shoes t h a t were fastened wi th a button hook, and one boy was capt iva ted by an o l d C r y s t a l
Radio Set and p e r m i t t e d to t r y on t h e headphones by Museum Chrm., Lo is Jennings. Others were
interested in the % i n c h t h i c k Edison Phonograph records, and when the 1910 instrument was
Played, severa l admitted, " I t doesn*t sound- much l i k e o u r stereo." The chi ldren walked to
the museum from school and remained about two hours. A f t e r pos ing f o r t h e i r p ic tures , M i l l i e
Croop gave each boy and g i r l a smal l candy cane as a memento of t h e i r v i s i t .
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Thanks to her parents, Miss Carole Schnoor w i l l s t a r t ou t the New Year as t h e O t h L i f e
Member in the Wilson Histor ica l Societ: « Carole is a charter member and has been ac t i ve from
the s t a r t having served as Chairman of t h e L i b r a r y and Ways & Means Committees, She has a
s p e c i a l t a l e n t f o r photography and one o f h e r p i c t u r e s was used f o r the p o p u l a r co lo r -pos tca rd
of t h e Wilson Boathouse and Harbor. Carole was elected to t h e Honor Society at Wilson Cent ra l
School where she gradua ted w i t h the Class o f 1961. Soon a f t e r, she was employed in the o f fi c e
of t h e Thomas Marks School as Secre ta ry. She is an a c t i v e member o f Exley Uni ted Methodist
Church and has he ld the p o s i t i o n of Church Treasurer f o r many y e a r s ,

Joseph Higgins, one o f the founders o f t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty, has been g i v e n a L i f e
Membership b y the Board o f Trustees i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h i s many years o f valuable service. Joe
grew up in Lockport and attended Canisius H i g h School in Buffa lo on a scholarship. He worked
28 yea rs at the Harrison Radiator D i v. of G.M.C., and at t he t ime of h i s ret i rement was Super=
v i s o r of Placement and Personnel. He l i v e s in the "Qld Glass F r o n t " home of h i s grandparents
o n Ontar io Street, one o f the o ldes t i n Wilson. Joe has b u i l t u p a r e p u t a t i o n f o r del ic ious
home-made fudge b u t a l so 'dabbled' i n o t h e r c r a f t s such a s working w i t h p o t t e r y, r e fi n i s h i n g
furniture, and pa in t i ng p i c t u r e s . Hewas a Counselor at the o l d Allegheny Boy Scout Camp f o r
many years, and also Director and Vice=Pres. of t h e Niagara County H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y. Hewas
a lead ing fi g u r e i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n and development o f t h e Wilson Society and served a s Vice ‑
President and Chairman of the Museum Committee f o r many y e a r s . Joe has also been a devout
member of Our Lady of the Rosary Roman Catholic Church f o r LS years .
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JANUARY HOSTESSES:

Margaret Wilson, Chrm., has announced t h a t the fol lowing persons have agreed to be hosts
and hostesses; Jan,3rd, Dianne A lb r i gh t & Ruth Rawlings; Jan. 10th, Ray and Myra Pease3
Jan. 17th, Kar l and Gwen Wright; Jan 2 t h , Ron and Sue Schearer; and Jan, 31st, Ed and
Mar i l yn A l lge ie r. , The museum is open from 2=l\PM Sundays and admission is f r e e ,
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QUILTING TIME APPROACHETH:

In 1973, the society held i t s fi r s t "Country F a i r " and an at t ract ive display of q u i l t s and
coverlets were featured by Joe Higgins, Museum Chrm., and members of h i s committee. The i n e
terest genera ted by that fi r s t exh ib i t sparked one of the most successful ventures ever u n d e r ‑
taken=e--the annual q u i l t i n g bee. It was t h e brainchi ld of Be t t y Stimson, Joe Higgins, Anna
Mae Nevins, B e r y l Tovel l , and the l a t e Verna Caufield. Soon a f t e r, t he group go t a b i g boost
when Florence Schultz. another q u i l t i n g expert , j o i n e d t h e c i r c l e and has 'chaired! the
"pr icked fi n g e r br igade" ever s i n c e , Each y e a r, a q u i l t more b e a t i f u l than t h e one before,
has been sewn and r a f fl e d a t the s p r i n g F a i r .

Several q u i l t s made include the "vresden Plate" , “Calico Rose", "Progress", and “ D a h l i a ,
One made f o r o u r Nation's Bicentennial Celebration featured each State 's Flower embroidered
on a square and p l a c e d in t h e q u i l t in t h e o rde r t h a t each State entered the Union.

Florence has announced t h a t work w i l l s t a r t on a new "Big Dahl ia" q u i l t soon a f t e r the New
Year. It is p lanned to sew on Tuesdays f rom 9 to 3, and Sundays from 2 to 4PM w i t h a l l work
being done at t he museum. She u r g e s a l l who a r e interested in q u i l t i n g to come, and i f you
a r e j u s t learn ing, y o u couldn ' t fi n d a b e t t e r group of teachers anywhere.

Others who have worked on the q u i l t i n g p r o j e c t include Dorothy L o r t , Janet Sporleder, Eva
Zortman, Faye Pise l lo , Maxine Jones, and M i l l i e Croop.
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FEDERATION NEWS:

The Niagara County Federation of His tor ica l Societ ies has been o f fi c i a l l y o r g a n i z e d and t h e
fo l lowing o f fi c e r s elected: Pres., Judson Heck of Newfane; Vice-Pres., Norm MacAskill of
Wilson; Secy. , Rosemary M i l l e r of Pendleton; and Treas., Barbara Hathaway of t h e Town of
N i a g a r a , The pr imary purpose o f t h e group w i l l b e t o promote c o - o p e r a t i o n among a l l t h e his-e
t o r i c a l societ ies in Niagara County.
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MUSEUM PROGRESS:

A r t Schnoor, Ed Lor t , Elwin Upton, and Ralph Dinse managed to ge t the r o o f on the new dock
storage area before co ld weather set i n , b u t we understand Ralph g o t as much r o o fi n g cement on
himself as he d i d on the r o o f . That p u t s him in t h e same class w i t h M i l l i e Croop who covered
h e r s e l f w i t h green p a i n t wh i le h e l p i n g Bob Rose p a i n t t h e disp lay cases. You may see A r t and
George Linnabery most anytime working around t h e mseum ‐ -pu t t i ng down floors , etc. The town
supp l i ed a l oad o f stone to cover t h e new storage shed fl o o r, and about ten shade trees were
brought over from K r u l l Park and p l a n t e d in o u r "Hojack P a r k " ,
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MATRIMONY TRAIL: There's a way o f t r a n s f e r r i n g funds t h a t i s even f a s t e r than elect ron ic

banking. I t ' s c a l l e d mar r iage . (McGavran)



NEW MEMBERS: .
We are v e r y happy to welcome the f o l l o w i n g persons to our membership r o l l s , and suggest

y o u may wish t o j o t down t h e i r names and phone numbers o n t h e D i r e c t o r y t h a t was sent t o a l l
members’ r e c e n t l y : D r . & Mrs . Gordon E . Shu l l , Elmira, N . Y. ; Mrs . F a y e l i s t a Barrows, Sebring,
Florida; M r. and M r s . N o r r i s Kent, Sebr ing , F lo r i da ; M r. and Mrs . Lewis Schrader, Wilsons; and
M r. and Mrs. Adrian Frer ichs, Wilson.
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NEWSLETTER ITEMS:
W e t r y t o p u t some phase o f Wilson's h i s t o r y i n each N e w s l e t t e r , A r t i c l e s a r e compiled

f rom h i s t o r y books, o l d newspapers, and o the r records, b u t we p r e f e r s t o r i e s from e l d e r l y
Wi lsoni tes who can " Te l l i t l i k e i t wuz". Perhaps you have a story y o u would l i k e to see in
t h e Newsletter. Please c a l l or w r i t e us if y o u do, and if y o u p r e f e r , we won't use y o u r name.
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ACQUISITIONS:

Norm T h i l k has donated a g r e e n and w h i t e (one-owner) Pont iac Convert ible, 1967 model,
to t h e soc ie t y making it t h e n i n t h one received. Al though severa l of t h e r e c e n t l y acquired
cars a r e no t y e t o l d enough to be considered ‘tantique', a l l a r e in good condit ion, and as
the years r o l l by w i l l increase in va lue .

Ralph and Naomi Beute l Tomkins of F l o r i d a have donated a Red Velveteen Waist; Ch i ld ' s
Whi te Coat; Long Brown S k i r t p i p e d in Ve lve t ; Ch i l d ' s Whitelace and B a t i s t e Dress; Ch i ld 's
Pet t icoat ; Chi ld 's Dress w i t h maroon t r i m ; Ch i ld ' s Panties; Bonnet and Three C h r i s t e n i n g
Dresses; Boy's White S u i t , and Ch i ld ' s Apron.

Anna Mae Nevins: Centenn ia l Ann iversary E d i t i o n o f t h e High School " C r e s t " , The 1946 copy
is in " l i k e new" cond i t ion and conta ins an e x c e l l e n t h i s t o r y o f t h e Wilson Schools; a lso a
1963 Surveyor's Map of the Depot proper ty ; and a 1890 Program f rom t h e Crown T h e a t e r ,

Raymond Pasel of N. Tonawanda: Wedding Gown w o r n by h i s mother, Anna Pasel, a l s o a b l a c k
beaded shoulder cape.

M r s . Lou is McLaughl in: Wool C h a l l i s P e t t i c o a t f rom h e r grandmother, Mrs. Solomon Smith of
the Maple Road.

Helen Sayer : Paper Mache’ d o l l c a l l e d a "Nodder" ca . 1945.
Gwen Heidenfe ld t : 1939 Book, "K ings and Brothers"==-the s to ry of George V1 and Edward V I I I

by  Emi l  Ludwig .
Herber t Kah ler of Newfane: Ch i ld ' s Rocking Horse, ca. 1932.
Gera ld Schnoor of Rochester: Three o l d School Desks in fi n e condi t ion.
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MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

Gary B. F i tch , a 195 graduate of wilson Centra l School, has been elected to the Board of
Trustees at Lockport Savings Bank. Gary, a member of t he soc ie ty since 197), is owner of the
Wilson=based f r u i t company, "Ontario Orchards" ,
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS:

The Christmas par ty a t t rac ted an overflow crowd to the Patterson Room, Dec. 21st, where
everyone was t reated to some of the customs and t rad i t i ons o f an o l d German Chr i s tmas , Judy
and Ron Zauner and sons Jonathon and Robert explained about the spec ia l days celebrated in
December, and the program was rounded o f f w i t h a singea-long of Christmas Carols accompanied
by Leo Vo lk and h i s accordian. Two t a b l e s of German d e l i c a c i e s were prepared by t h e Zauners,
Judy and Ruth, a l so L i z Schearer, Maryanne Sharpe, Eva Zortman, and Tr u d i K a i s e r. One ba tch
of cookies were sent f r o m Germany by Hanne=Lore Staginnus, a pen p a l of Judys ever s ince the
6th grade in s c h o o l , A g i n g e r bread house made by t h e Zauners was presented to Hazel S a l i s ‑
b u r y in ce lebra t ion of h e r "39th" b i r t h d a y. Dora Wakeman and Hazel were in charge of t he
coffeg tea, and delicious s p a r k l i n g l o g a n b e r r y punch.
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JANUARY MEETING:

D r . Mabel Carmer H i l l w i l l be guest speaker at t h e January 18th meet ing, and w i l l present
a t a l k on "Herbs, Simples, and F r o n t i e r Med ica l Practises". Refreshment hostesses w i l l be
announced.
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ANTIQUE CARS:

D r . Argue c a l l e d a spec ia l meet ing o f t h e o f fi c e r s and trustees i n December t o p l a c e t h e
f o l l o w i n g c a r s o n reco rd i n t h e minutes o f hav ing been o f fi c i a l l y accepted b y t h e soc ie t ys
1957 L i n c o l n Mark II donated by D r . Argue; 1966 Plymouth donated by Mrs . Mar ion Sheelar;
1970 Oldsmobile C o n v e r t i b l e donated b y George L i n n a b e r y ; 1967 P o n t i a c C o n v e r t i b l e donated b y
Norman T h i l k ; and t h e most recent a c q u i s i t i o n , a 1970 C a d i l l a c Conver t ib le Coup donated b y
D r . Edwin Gates. K a r l Wr i g h t suggested t h a t t h e new t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g should b e g i v e n
a name, and t h a t persons respons ib l e f o r i t s e r e c t i o n and landscap ing should be i d e n t i fi e d on
a plaque i n s i d e t h e structure.
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WILSON CREAMERY:
The Wilson Creamery was organ ized in 189 and t h e fi r s t o f fi c e r s were, S.H. P e t t i t , Pres.3

C. N. Markle, Sec.; and J. W. Eggleston, Treas. Equipment f o r t h e creamery was brought in on
the "Hojack" ra i l road , and the p l a n t was b u i l t on what i s now t h e H igh School pa rk i ng l o t
across from where F l a g l e r ' s used t o b e . U p t o 100 l b s . o f b u t t e r a week was shipped out u n t i l
1897 when t h e business was conver ted o v e r to making cheese. Hervey Sanford became President
and Charles Markle, Sec.-Treas., b u t as more and more farmers began shipping t h e i r cream by
r a i l to Niagara Fa l l s , t h e creamery was f o r c e d to go out of business.

* 8% %*€ + &€ & & € H€

HAPPY NEW YEAR:
The reason most of us don' t l i v e w i t h i n o u r income is because we don't consider t h a t

l i v i n g . (Highway Patrolman)
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MORE ABOUT THE NIAGARA AUTOMOBILE:
Wehave mentioned t h e Niagara Car in a prev ious Newsletter so y o u may r e c a l l t h a t t he auto ‑

mobi le was made by t h e Wilson Manu fac tu r i ng Co. which was organized Oct. 22, 1900. Stanley A .
Dwight was t h e owner and manager and h i s mechanic was George C. Brooks. Joe and George Whi te ‑
side b u i l t t h e wooden bodies f o r t h e cars, and t h e 1 s t one was turned out at Brook's Machine
Shop l o c a t e d o n West Young S t . i n a smal l b u i l d i n g next t o the g r i s t m i l l which p rov ided steam
f o r t h e machinery. Fay Campbell remembers t h e machine shop w e l l , and s a i d t h a t he had t h e
1s t r i d e i n Brook's new machine t h a t looked l i k e a buggy seat o n a p l a t f o r m w i t h f o u r wheels.
It was steered w i t h a handle on a b a r connected to t h e f r o n t ax le . By 1903, a more elaborate
model was manufactured which boasted a car r iage- type body, top , s t e e r i n g wheel, and two k e r o ‑
sene headlamps. The company was l a t e r moved to t h e o l d creamery b u i l d i n g on H i g h S t . and s e v ‑
e r a l cars were made and so ld . The "Niagara Runabout" w i thou t t o p or midguards s o l d f o r $850;
w i t h top and mudguards, $900; and a motor alone cost 135 d o l l a r s .

Wewrote C. Thomas Protsman, Cura tor of t h e Antique Car Museum at Stone M t . , Ga., and he
sent an in te res t i ng l e t t e r i n r e p l y . He sa id t h a t a f t e r the Wilson auto company closed,
George Whiteside went to work f o r E. R. Thomas Co. where he became head foreman and trouble
shooter. Protsman was personal ly acquainted w i t h Whiteside and they v i s i t e d at each others
homes. He added t h a t George was a remarkable person and re - roo fed h i s e n t i r e house by h imse l f
when he was 93 years o l d . When Whiteside died, Mr. Protsman was one of the Pallbearers f o r
the funeral and l a t e r s e t t l e f h i s estate.

He sent an o r i g i n a l sheet o f s ta t ionary w i t h the Wilson Automobile Mnf. Co. Letterhead on
i t , and claims to have an assortment of o r i g i n a l b luepr in ts , p i c tu res , l e t t e r s , and other ma‑
t e r i a l t ha t he would be w i l l i n g to have copied f o r the mseum. He suggested it would be best
to stop there to determine which i tems would be most sui table. Perhaps one of our members
who t r a v e l t o the sunny south each winter would b e w i l l i n g t o d o t h i s f o r the s o c i e t y.
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THOSE EXTRAORDINARY GIRL SCOUTS:

W ehave many happy memories o f a f r o l l i c k i n g group o f young Wi lson G i r l Scouts who belonged
t o Troop No. 1 i n t h e c a r e - f r e e y e a r s o f t h e fi f t i e s . We can s t i l l see them a s they p r o u d l y
marched in Memorial Day parades; cooked May Day breakfasts beside 12 M i l e Creek; or pa in ted
t r ash ba r re l s a s a C i v i c p r o j e c t f o r t h e v i l l a g e . Then t h e r e were those p r i m i t i v e o v e r n i g h t
camping t r i p s n e a r o u r pond where, though a l l were forb idden to swim,they'd somehow manage to
" f a l l i n " f o r a d i p . Also t h e Halloween p a r t i e s in t h e o l d barn, and the s o f t b a l l games w i t h
the "East Wilson Wi ldcats" t h a t t h e g i r l s g e n e r a l l y managed to win. Annual p i c n i c s saw them
p i l i n g i n t o a Ransomvil le Bus, as an accomodation f rom L e s t e r Schul tz who always enjoyed
d r i v i n g the g i r l s to area parks l i k e Akron F a l l s , Chestnut Ridge, or Letchworth.

They were some of Wi lson's fi n e s t young l a d i e s and a few we r e c a l l offhand inc luded Anne
and Mary Margaret Welker, G a i l PettityWendy Jennings, P a t t y Winger, Cyn th ia A l b r i g h t , Kathy
Horton, P r i s c i l l a B e r r y, Kathy Bulmer, Kim Messersmith, Lynn Rockwood, C a r o l i n e Campbell,
Emma Lou Schrader, Kay Myers, Sue Argue, Mary Lynn Brydges, Arlene Wilson. , Diane Sa l i sbu ry,
Cindy A l b r i g h t , Peggy Heidenfeldt, BarbaraGoodrich, Karen Th i l k , Anne Wei ler, and Barbara
Corne l l . One of t h i s group, Kathy Horton, served as a p a t r o l l e a d e r and troop treasurer and
l a t e r g radua ted w i t h t h e Class o f 1960. Some yea rs l a t e r , she at tended a Lu the ran B i b l e
School and decided to enter t h e fi e l d of Miss ionary Serv ice.

Today, Kathy is c a l l i n g on some of h e r t r a i n i n g f rom Scout ing as she experiences the discom=
f o r t s o f a p r i m i t i v e l i f e s t y l e i n Labsibot, Nepal , a sma l l v i l l a g e a long t h e southern slopes
of t h e Himalaya Mountains. To g e t there, she had to t a k e a hour bus r i d e , then walk s i x
hours t o a p l a c e c a l l e d Amp P i p a l where she r e s t e d b e f o r e w a l k i n g another eleven hours t o h e r
destination. While s t a y i n g w i t h a N e p a l i f a r m f a m i l y , h e r room was descr ibed as h a v i n g a
mud fl o o r w i t h s la te c e i l i n g and th ree straw mats. Her p e r s o n a l equipment inc luded a s leep ‑
i n g bag, pack, books, s i n g l e candle, and pan f o r b o i l e d water. She sustains h e r s e l f on tea
and homemade bread, r i c e , a spinache-l ike vegetable, l e n t i l s and m i l k . Fo r afternoon snacks
she has popcorn and a lso keeps peanut b u t t e r and crackers in h e r room. She bathes and washes
her c lothes under a water spout, and an outhouse serves as a necessary room. In February,
Kathy w i l l move w i t h h e r co-worker, C a r o l Evans, to t h e South L a l i t p u r a r e a where they w i l l be
the fi r s t of the more permanent mission residents. There they w i l l teach and organ ize classes
and workshops as they pursue t h e i r miss ionary g o a l s .
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BON MOT: One great , strong, u n s e l fi s h sou l i n every community would a c t u a l l y redeem the

world. - - E l b e r t Hubbard
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IN MEMORIAM:
Edward C. L o r t , Eas t Young S t . , Wilson, d i e d unexpectedly at Inter-Commnity Hosp i ta l ,

Newfane, December 23, 1981. Mr. L o r t , 65, was t h e son of Wi l l i am T. and Florence Winters L e r t
and was mar r i ed to t h e former DorothyE. A l l g e i e r , U n t i l retirement, he was an eng ineer f o r
the Front ie r Stone Corp. in Lockport . He was a l so an Exempt Fireman of Wilson Vo l . F i r e Co.
No. 13 member o f Ontar io Iodge F&AM of Wilson; L i f e Member o f the Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty ;
Retirees Townline Bowling League and Newfane Golden Agers . Ed helped w i t h many of the reno ‑
vat ion p r o j e c t s a t the museum, and w i l l b e s o r e l y missed b y a l l who knew h i m ,

H we He KR RH H HR KH KH
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Anna Mae(Higgins)Nevins has become t h e 2nd L i f e Member of t h e soc ie t y which she helped
found. She has served as a trustee and member of t h e museum comme, and a l s o was Dealer Chrm,
f o r t h e fi r s t annual “Country F a i r . " She cont inued to s e r v e in t h i s capac i ty th rough 1980
when o v e r 90 dealers s igned contracts f o r space.

Anna Mae was r a i s e d i n Lockport and, f o l l o w i n g h e r marr iage t o W i l l a r d Nevins o f Wilson,
helped operate the Nevins Grocery store on Young S t r e e t f o r many y e a r s . She was a p a s t p r e s i ‑
dent o f t he Wilson BPW Club and has been an a c t i v e member o f Our Lady o f t h e Rosary Ca tho l i c
Church f o r ove r f o r t y y e a r s .
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JANUARY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

In a des i re to conserve energy, t h e trustees v o t e d to discontinue Sunday afternoon v i s i t i n g
hours dur ing t h e months o f January and February. The p l a n was p u t in e f f e c t on Sunday, Janu ‑
a ry 2 l th , and w i l l continue through Sunday, February 28th. Vis i t ing hours w i l l resume on Sun ‑
day, March 7th. Marga re t Wilson, Chrm., wishes to thank a l l members who consented to serve as
g r e e t e r s f o r the Sundays t h e museum was closed.

In keeping w i t h the dec is ion to conserve energy, Florence Schul tz announced t h a t t he q u i l t ‑
i n g p r o j e c t would be continued and completed at h e r home. She w i l l welcome anyone who wishes
to help any day at any t ime, b u t suggests y o u c a l l fi r s t to make s u r e she w i l l be home. She
resides at 2419 Lake Rd., Ransomville and h e r phone number is 791-190, |

K a r l Wr igh t , Chrm., p r e s e n t e d a rev i sed s e t of By-Laws, and a f t e r some discussion they were
accepted. Minor changes in wording were made to i nsu re there were no over - lapp ing o f committee
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . K a r l Wr ight , Norm and Martha MacAski l l spent considerable t ime o n t h e r e ‑
v is ions and a r e to be commended f o r t h e fi n e j o b d o n e ,

Dr. Argue appointed B u r t Jennings chairman of t he caboose renovat ion committee r e l i e v i n g
Bob Rose o f t h i s added respons ib i l i t y. Bob, as chairman o f the antique car bu i ld ing, w i l l now
be able to devote f u l l time to the c a r museum which w i l l be r u n independently of the r e g u l a r
depot-museum. His committee w i l l be in charge of the upkeep and display of a l l autos and
a r t i f a c t s assigned to the auto museums however, a l l auto-related acquis i t ions w i l l be accepted
and recorded by the Acquisit ions Committee,

Lois Jennings, Chrm., w i l l be assisted by Dorothy L o r t and some one appointed by the Board
of Trustees. A f t e r a r t i f a c t s are recorded and g i v e n an ident ificat ion number, they w i l l be
assigned to t h e i r proper locat ion in e i t h e r t h e museum, l i b r a r y, or car museum,
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CONGRATULATIONS:

Rev. and Mrs. Joel Hol ls of Buffa lo a r e the p r o u d parents of a new baby g i r l , J i l lMar ie,
who was born December 23, 1981, Congratulations, Sue. Grandparents a r e E l t o n & June Kropp.
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NEW MEMBERS:

It is a p leasu re to add the f o l l o w i n g persons to o u r membership r o l l : M r s , Pear l Legge t t of
Ransomville; Ms. June E. Samcoe of Cheektowago; and P h y l l i s & Mark Hunt ington of Lockpor t .
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Guest speaker at t h e February 15th meet ing w i l l be Major George A. Bray I I I , who w i l l p r e ‑
sent a program on Roger's Rangers and t h e French & I n d i a n Wars. Refreshment hostesses w i l l be
Ne t t i e Stimson, Chrm., Mary Clark, and Ruth Rawlings.
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ACQUISITIONS:

Herbert Kahler of Newfane has donated a 8 s t a r fl a g ; 25 copies of Woman's Home Magazine,
dated 1877 and ea r l i e r ; bot t les; o l d s u g a r bowl; World War I I Gas Rat ion Stamps; 1950 bus
schedule f o r Lockport-Wilson; egg scale; 3 spoons found at l a k e near Somerset; and Walt Disney
Snow White Recipes and Clown straw.

Clarence Monroe: Four copies of t h e 191 Pine Camp D i g e s t .
Joseph H i g g i n s : 1901 Bib le ; 193 Modern Webster D ic t i ona ry ; and Man's F e l t Ha t .
Norman T h i l k : E i g h t l e t t e r sent to M r . & Mrs. Je W. Hacket t from N. D. Hackett wh i le he was

v i s i t i n g i n Kansas C i t y , Mo. i n 1912; a l s o Kodak Camera No. 120.
Harold A l b r i g h t : Business card t h a t belonged t o h i s fa ther, Wi l l iam Albr ight , a l so p i c t u r e

showing the i n s i d e o f t he o l d A l b r i g h t Opera House,
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WHIT BARNUM TOASTED:
Whitney Barnum, who has completed 30 y e a r s of p u b l i c se rv i ce as Highway Supt . , Town Super‑

v i so r, C le rk o f the Niag . Co. l eg i s l a t u re ; was honored a t a "roast & toas t " dinner a t t he new
Eagles H a l l in Lockport, F r i d . , Jan. 22nd. A l a r g e number of well-wishers attended and enjoy=
ed, no t o n l y the p r i m e r i b dinner, b u t a lso the good natured " r ibb ing" and ancedotes t h a t f o l ‑
lowed. Rep. M a t t Murphy was Master of Ceremonies and p r e s e n t e d Whit w i t h a g i f t from h i s c o ‑
workers and f r i e n d s ,
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AIN'T IT THE TRUTH:

A family is a u n i t composed n o t o n l y of children b u t of men, women, an occasional animal,
and the common c o l d , --Ogden Nash
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RECOLLECTIONS OF HELEN SINGER IDLE:
Helen S i n g e r I d l e o f G a i t h e r s b u r g , Md., v i s i t e d Wilson i n t h e summer o f 1980, and reca l l ed

some o f h e r g i r l h o o d y e a r s h e r e f r o m 1905 t o 1923. O f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o h e r was t h e
‘Ex l ey Methodist Church which, except f o r an add i t i on , looked t h e same as i t d i d when she a t ‑
tended many years a g o . There were n o g i r l scouts o r o t h e r y o u t h o r g a n i z a t i o n s then s o most o f
h e r s o c i a l needs were f u l fi l l e d b y t h e Sunday School. She noted t h a t M i l d red Moody (Eakin)
was h e r fi r s t Sunday School teacher b u t she was f o n d o f a l l h e r teachers i n c l u d i n g Mrs. M i l l i ‑
cent Crowie, LaVerda Bush, Cather ine F r i t t r o , Kate Stevens, and M r s , A r thu r Loomis. She said
t h a t he r fa the r, Roland R . S inge r, became v e r y a c t i v e i n the church and when he d ied in 1922,
f o u r M i n i s t e r f r i ends , t he Reverends Copeland, Eastman, Fairburn, and Par t i ng ton , o f fi c i a t e d
a t h i s funera l .

There were few ex t ra c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s i n school s o Helen was v e r y p leased when she was
p i c k e d t o p l a y t h e l e a d i n g l a d y i n t h e s e n i o r p l a y , "Anne What's Her Name", b u t d u r i n g p r a c ‑
t i s e she i m i t a t e d t h e voice o f a n o l d l a d y s o w e l l , she was asked t o p l a y t h e p a r t o f a n 8 2
y e a r o l d grandmother ins tead . D u r i n g h e r fi r s t two y e a r s in h i g h school she p layed basketba l l
wh i le in h e r J u n i o r and Sen io r years she p layed a mandol in in t h e school orchestra.

Severa l t r a g e d i e s occur red d u r i n g Helen's y o u t h f u l years t h a t remain fi r m l y etched i n h e r
mind. One was when Kenneth Welker and severa l of h i s 12 y e a r o l d f r i e n d s were p l a y i n g w i t h
t h e i r BB g u n s . As boys w i l l sometimes do, one r a i s e d h i s gun and said, "Hold s t i l l , Kenny,
I ' m go ing to shoot y o u r cowl ick." Unfor tuna te ly, t h e BB entered Kenneth's eye and b l inded i t .
A t t h e time, Kenny's f a t h e r was a s s i s t a n t manager a t t h e Wilson Cold S t o r a g e . Today, son
Kenneth Welkeryis Mayor of t h e v i l l a g e of Wilson.

There was a l s o t h e t ime a t t he o l d v i l l a g e i c e house when Bu r t Seekins dropped a 300 l b .
p i e c e o f i c e o n h i s toe and broke its; b u t perhaps t h e g r e a t e s t t ragedy o f a l l was when
Helen's uncle, Frank Bush, g o t h i s coat caught in machinery at the Bush M i l l and was i n j u r e d
s o bad ly h e d i e d a few days l a t e r ,

Roland S inge r served e i g h t y e a r s as Supe rv i so r o f t h e town o f Wi lson and a l so acquired a
number o f business i n t e r e s t s i n t h e Wilson Lumber Co. , Cen t ra l M i l l i n g Co., and Wilson Cold
Storage. H i s var ious assoc ia t ions b rough t many c o l o r f u l v i s i t o r s to t h e S inger home l i k e
Henry Turkopp, t h e watermelon k i n g f r o m Columbus, Ohio. There was a l s o M r . Bean f rom B u f f a l o
who j o i n e d h e r f a t h e r i n o rgan iz ing t h e "S inge r and Bean Cold S to rage . " Another good f r i e n d
was Superv isor Fred K r u l l o f Lockpor t who purchased t h e b e a u t i f u l p a r k at O l c o t t and l a t e r
gave i t t o t h e v i l l a g e .

Helen S inger ' s grandparents b o t h came f rom t h e E a s t Wi lson area. The Thomas Singer farm
was on Chestnut Road in South Wilson and, in more recent years , was known as the Hazen farm.
Delber t and Harold Singer were born there, and the b i g r e d barn b u i l t by t h e i r grandfather,
Thomas, is s t i l l s tand ing. Near the peak by the r o o f t he date, 1483, may s t i l l be seen. I t
was here t h a t 5 y r . o l d Harold, wh i le watching the men draw in hay, got h i s hand caught in a
p u l l e y and l o s t two o f h i s fi n g e r s .

Her mother's people, the Bush f a m i l y, l i v e d in the fie lds tone house on the west side o f
Beebe Road near the a i r fi e l d . Mar t i n Bush b u i l t and so ld the "Bush Pump", and many were dis~
t r i bu ted throughout the a r e a , La ter, he became associated in the m i l l i n g business at the
Bush=Chapman M i l l on West Young S t . in Wilson. Although Mar t in Bush and Thomas Singer l i v e d
wi th in a few mi les of eachother, they d i d n ' t become acquainted u n t i l Roland met Bmma at a
camp meeting near Olcot t , f e l l in love, and were married.

These are j u s t a few excerpts f rom Helen S i n g e r I d l e ' s i n t e r e s t i n g account which w i l l b e
kep t o n fi l e and p rese rved because o f i t s va lue a s a h i s t o r i c a l document.
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NEW BOOKLET TO BE PUBLISHED:

A new booklet, The A l b r i g h t Opera House, w i l l be ava i lab le soon. I t was w r i t t e n by Haro ld
A l b r i g h t who has r e c a l l e d some amusing anecdotes. The 2 4 page b o o k l e t w i l l b e i l l u s t r a t e d
w i t h three r a r e photographs.
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MUSEUM TALLY:

L o i s Jennings, Museum Chrm., has checked t h e guest r e g i s t e r and determined t h a t 1,557 pere
sons v i s i t e d t h e Wi lson Museum f rom January, 1981, th rough January, 1982. There were guests
from 15 states as w e l l as Canada, New Zealand, Mexico, and England. M i l l i e Croop, Treas.,
r e p o r t s t h a t $300.90 was c o l l e c t e d from Sunday a f te rnoon v i s i t o r s over t h e same p e r i o d . I n
v iew o f these fi g u r e s , w e t h i n k i t was w e l l w o r t h t h e e f f o r t . Our " g r e e t e r s " made i t p o s s i b l e .
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION:

Whitney Barnum has presented a b e a u t i f u l b l a c k wa lnu t plaque to t h e museum which bears t h e
names of a l l Wilson Superv iso rs f rom 1819 through 1981. He p r e v i o u s l y donated a plaque to t h e
Wilson Town Board which, in a d d i t i o n to t h e superv isors, inc ludes t h e names of a l l town board
members and town c le rks .
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NOT EXACTLY WHAT THE DOCTOR ORDERED:
D r . Mabel Carmer H i l l , l i k e a r e a l t rooper, d e l i v e r e d h e r t a l k a t t h e January meeting under

r a t h e r adverse condi t ions. The l a r g e turnout was g r e e t e d by a b a l k y furnace in t h e Patterson
Room, soeveryone dragged t h e i r cha i r s to t h e f r o n t w a i t i n g room and t i c k e t o f fi c e . Here a
shor t business meeting was he ld . In t h e meantime, t h e furnace decided to work, so everyone
hauled t h e i r cha i r s back to the Patterson Room. Bu t t h a t wasn't a l l , Edna Rose, Refreshment
Hostess, g o t a couple g r a y h a i r s wh i le A r t Schnoor t r i e d to thaw out t h e water l i n e s to the
k i tchen s ink- - to no a v a i l . For tunate ly, t h e s inks in the r e s t rooms worked so members and
guests were able t o g e t t h e i r u s u a l cup o f co f f ee o r tea f o l l o w i n g a fi n e t a l k b y D r. H i l l .
One t h i n g y o u ' l l have to admit, o u r meet ings a r e any th ing b u t d u l l .
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THE LAST WORD:

Retirement should be based on t h e t read, n o t t h e m i l e a g e . e--Al len Ludden
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LION'S ROAR HEAR IN WILSON:
Tne Wi l son L ion 's Club was o r g a n i z e d in 191 w i t h t h e l a t e Senator,Earl W. Brydges, t h e

fi r s t Pres iden t . The Club's membership is made up o f prominent bus iness leaders f rom t h e
area, and has been foremost in promot ing many worthwhile community p r o j e c t s . Perhaps t h e most
noteworthy has been t h e i r support of t h e Buffa lo-Eye-Bank Research Soc ie t y which was founded
by t h e L i o n s Clubs of Western New York and provides corneal serv ice f o r t h e b l i n d . Also t o p
on t h e i r l i s t of achievements has been t h e i r u n d e r w r i t i n g of eye g l a s s costs f o r t h e needy.

The L ions have a l s o supported many community a c t i v i t i e s l i k e t h e Wilson L i t t l e League , t h e
A l l - S p o r t s Booster Club, t h e Wi lson Free L i b r a r y , t h e Golden Age Club, Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l
Soc ie t y and Wi l son Boy Scouts . They have a l s o sent a s tuden t de lega te to Boy's S ta te each
y e a r . Other a c t i v i t i e s have inc luded r e p a i r i n g headstones and c l e a n i n g u p Greenwood Cemetery,
e n t e r t a i n i n g boys and g i r l s i n t h e N i a g a r a Co. " B i g B r o t h e r s - B i g S i s t e r s " program, and p r o ‑
mot ing Halloween p a r t i e s at t h e Wilson F i r e H a l l f o r young peop le .

The Club has r a i s e d funds f o r these v a r i o u s p r o j e c t s i n a number o f ways i n c l u d i n g personal
donations, p u b l i c dances, m i n s t r e l shows, and by sponsoring ou ts tand ing musica l dramas a t t h e
Wi lson School l i k e "Music Man", "The K i n g and I " , F i d d l e r o n t h e Roof", and Bye Bye B i r d i e " .
The product ions have shown to s e l l o u t crowds each year and were made possible w i t h t h e u s e
of l o c a l t a l e n t and support of many community-minded people. Updating of the school's stage-~
l i g h t i n g system was made poss ib le because o f a l a r g e donation from the Lion's Club.

Current o f fi c e r s are Jon Swick, Pres . , Lynn Sherr ie, Vice-Pres., Fred Lampman, Sec., Jim
B r e i n l i n g , Treas., and Floyd Clark , Ta i l Twister. D i rec to rs are Jim Akers, David Hazen,
Peter Zabel, and Marty M i l l e r .
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MUSEUM TO KE-OPEN:

A f t e r a s i x week well-advised shut down to conserve energy, the Wilson museum w i l l open
i t s doors to the p u b l i c , Sunday, March 7th. Lo is Jennings, Chrm., has announced a new e x h i b i t
f ea tu r i ng o l d bo t t l es w i l l be in p lace , and in add i t i on to our own co l l ec t i on , there w i l l be
loan disp lays from Dianne A l b r i g h t and Roger Goodman.

Margaret Walker, Hostess Chrm., has obta ined t h e se rv i ces o f t h e f o l l o w i n g persons t o b e
gree te rs Sunday a f te rnoons from two to f o u r : March 7 th , L o i s and Whit Barnum; March 1 t h ,
Susan Schearer and daugh te r, Amy; March 21st, Leona and Wa l l y Goodmans; and March 28th,
M a r i l y n and E d A l l g e i e r .
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FISHERY IMPACT ON WILSON:
Dick Robinson and John Mulchany, r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e N iaga ra County Cooperat ive Extension's

"Community & Natura l Resources Development Program", spoke b e f o r e a group of Wi lson business
leaders at t h e Conservation Club r e c e n t l y on t h e sub jec t of t h e expanding fi s h i n g i n d u s t r y
and t h e impact it may have on Wi lson. It was p o i n t e d ou t t h a t thousands of sportsmen a r e
be ing a t t r a c t e d t o t h i s a r e a a s news spreads about t h e fi n e fi s h i n g p o s s i b i l i t i e s ; and t h a t
t h e business establ ishment and o t h e r s should be p lann ing now to fi l l t h e needs of v i s i t o r s .
They emphasized t h e l a c k of camping and o v e r n i t e f a c i l i t i e s in Wi lson and discussed a new
"sleep and breakfast " concept t h a t m i g h t be made a v a i l a b l e by l o c a l res iden ts with an ext ra
room to r e n t ou t .

A l o c a l i n f o r m a t i o n center was suggested t h a t m i g h t i n c l u d e a map and d i r e c t o r y w i t h l o c a l
p o i n t s of i n t e r e s t l i k e ove rn i t e f a c i l i t i e s , restaurants, gas s ta t ions , t a c k l e shops, churches
or o the r serv ices. Marge Clark , David Hazen, and Caro l S c h e f fl e r volunteered to l o o k i n t o t h e
matter to see i f some type of p l a n cou ld be worked out to h e l p p u t Wi lson on t h e map as
Niagara County's l e a d i n g " fi s h i n g and b o a t i n g paradise" .
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MARCH MEETING:

We couldn't seem to fi n d "hootenanny" in o u r d i c t i o n a r y , b u t if Dorothy L innabery says
we're gonna have a hootenanny, w e ' l l have a hootenanny. M r. David White w i l l be the guest
l eade r at t h e March 15th event, and t h e program w i l l cons is t of music and song. B r i n g an
ins t rument to p l a y i f you l i k e because everyone w i l l be ab le to ge t " i n t o the a c t " ,

Celeste Crawford w i l l be in charge of refreshments and t h e o t h e r members of h e r committee
w i l l be Jean Swanson and Jeanette S c h l y e r.
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TRUSTEE MEETING:
D r . Argue's o f fi c e , Wednesday, March 10th , 8:00 PM. Committe Chairmen a r e welcome.
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THIS IS the time of y e a r when you 'd be a l o t happier i f i t wasn't t h i s t ime of y e a r.



PROMOTES WILSON:
_ Harold E. Mosher, Town Supervisor, was e lec ted under the campaign slogan, "I Love W i l s o n , "

His years of involvement in the co i t y leave no reason to doubt the s incer i t y of t h a t
statement. Hewas born in Lockport in 1925 and has l i v e d in Wilson f o r hh y e a r s ,

H e g r a d u a t e d from Wilson Central School i n 1 9 h and j o i n e d the m i l i t a r y serv ice i n 197.
He was honorably discharged w i t h the r a n k of P e t t y Officer, 2nd Class, and has since s e r v e d
as Past Ad ju tan t and Commander of t h e Wilson American L e g i o n Post. Under t h e GeI. Job T r a i n ‑
i n g Act, he became a c e r t i fi e d auto p a r t s spec ia l is t , and today he and h i s son, Marc, operate
an automotive p a r t s d is t r ibut ion business at t h e corner of routes 425 and 10h, Cambria,

H is dedication to the community has covered a v a r i e t y of interests, and some may remember
when he worked in the o l d Welker and Brown Drygoods s t o r e , Today he is an Exempt Fireman,
and served 20 y e a r s as a volunteer in t h e Wilson F i r e Company. During t h a t time, he was
chairman of the F i e l d Day committee f o r fi v e consecutive y e a r s . In 1975+76 he was a member
of the Wilson Bicentennial Committee, and a lso was a conmitteeman on the l o c a l Cub and Boy
Scout troops. A s a p a s t p r e s i d e n t and secretary o f t he Wilson L ion 's Club, h e helped found
the Wilson L i t t l e League and a lso sponso red and managed some of t he teams. He a l so coechaired
the popu la r L ion 's Club musicals p r e s e n t e d in t h e school auditorium. H is involvement in p o l ‑
i t i c s dates back t o 1958 when h e served a s v i l l a g e t rustee f o r 1 2 yea rs and l a t e r was e lec ted
v i l l a g e Mayor f rom 1970 u n t i l 1976,

t h e Moshers were mar r ied in 198 and had f o u r children, Michael, Marc, Maureen, and t h e
l a t e Matthew. Mrs. Mosher, t h e former Barbara Estony, is a l s o a 19 gradua te of Wilson Cen‑
t r a l School and a Past President of t he Gnos t i c Gu i ld . The f a m i l y a t t end U u r Lady of the
Rosary Cathol ic Church in Wilson.
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UNUSUAL QUILT COMPLETED:

A small handful of determined lad ies have been p a t i e n t l y sewing q u i l t s f o r o u r annual
"Country F a i r s " s ince 1974. Because o f t h e i r e f f o r t s , and t h e e f f o r t s o f two very compe t i t i ve
"salesmen", t h e q u i l t r a f fl e has become one of the soc ie ty ' s best sources of income. |

The 1982 q u i l t i s r e p o r t e d t o b e very unusual, and Florence Schultz s ta ted she has never
seen anything q u i t e l i k e i t in o u r area. She suggested t h a t i t m i g h t be w e l l to d i s p l a y i t
a g a i n s t an ou ts ide w a l l of the mseum on "Fai r Day" so everyone w i l l be ab le to see and e n j o y
the beauty of i t s "B ig Dah l i a ! des ign . The q u i l t was sewn at Mrs. Schul tz 's home and about
175 hours of l a b o r were p u t i n t o it by Florence, B e r y l To v e l l and B e t t y S t imson ,

Donation t i c k e t s on t h e q u i l t w i l l be d is t r ibu ted a g a i n t h i s y e a r by B e t t y Stimson, and
she u r g e s a l l members to t r y and dispose of a t l e a s t one book. In add i t ion to the q u i l t ,
there w i l l be a 2nd p r i z e of “Wind Chimes" made by George Linnabery, a 3rd p r i z e "Raggedy Ann" ,
Do l l made by Bet ty Stimson, and a 4th p r i z e Wilson His tor ica l Society Cookbook.
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SPEAKING OF QUILTS: |

A spec ia l exh ib i t o f o l d q u i l t s from the co l lec t ion of the Niagara County Histor ical Society |
w i l l be on display at the Lockport museum dur ing the month of March, The county soc ie ty is
also planning to sewa "60th Jubi lee Qu i l t " f ea tu r ing symbols o f each o f the 12 towns, 3 cities, |

{
|

and 5 v i l l a g e s in the county. Representat ives of each h is tor ica l society w i l l be asked to
help q u i l t the symbol f o r t h e i r a r e a ,
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ACQUISITIONS: :

Herb Kahler has been keeping the acuisit ions committee busy fi l l i n g ou t transmission s l i p s . |
A recent donation was a Diamond Match Gompany box f u l l of chi ldrens! toys and book le t s ,

Joe Higg ins has donated a beau t i f u l l o n g white antique d o l l dress, an umbrella (ca.1930),
a Japanese Parasol, and a ch i ld ' s umbrella. |

Ruth Rawlings donated an o l d White Pet t i coa t and a New Year's Card p r i n t e d ca. 1890,
% HH & H H HR HM KH & .

FORT NIAGARA ASSOCIATION: \
D i d y o u ever stop t o r e a l i z e t h a t most o f u s l i v e w i t h i n a 3 0 minute d r i v e o f one o f the

most h i s t o r i c outposts i n ou r nat ion's h i s t o r y, U ld F o r t Niagara? Today i t i s a S t a t e H i s t o r i c
S i t e ope ra ted by the Old F o r t Niagara Association, and a l l revenue received is used to maintain |
t he f o r t which receives no d i r e c t state a i d .

A d r i v e is underway to e n l i s t new members interested in the e a r l y h i s t o r y of t he Niagara
River and the archaeology of the Old F o r t . Membership includes f r e e admission to the F o r t and
a l l programs which inc lude many s p e c i a l events and m i l i t a r y re-enactments throughout t he y e a r .
Members also receive a monthly newslet ter and may benefit from s p e c i a l discounts on museum
shop items. Ind iv idual memberships are $10 p e r y e a r, Family memberships $15 p e r yea r, and a l l
memberships a r e t a x deductible. You may j o i n by sending the app rop r i a te fee to t h e Uld F o r t
Niagara Assoc., P.U. Box 169, Youngstown, N.Y. 117h.
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EAST WILSON PIONEER:
Mary Halsey B u l l , daughter of Rev. Herman and Sophia Woodworth Halsey, was born May 2h,

1830 at Bergen, N.Y. Her parents moved to Cambria Center t h a t same y e a r and in 1842, acquired
300 acres of w i l d lands from the Hol land Land Company. The D i s t r i c t #7 schoolhouse on Chest=
nut Road was b u i l t on l a n d donated by t h e Halseys. Mary attended school there several years,
and when the Co l l eg ia te I n s t i t u t e ovened in Wilson, was one o f i t s e a r l i e s t and most attached
students. A f t e r graduation, she taught in severa l l o c a l d i s t r i c t s ,

Mary Halsey marr ied Benjamin F. B u l l , June 26, 1862, and spent the remainder of h e r l i f e on
the John B u l l homestead, home of h e r husband's f a t h e r , (Present home of M i l l i e & Don Croop).
Mary had one son, Edgar, who marr ied Ruby Gay lord and they had three children, Dorothy B u l l
Reichenderfer, A l i c e B u l l Carter, and Glenn Halsey B u l l . The on ly descendents of May Halsey
now l i v i n g in Wilson a r e t h e f a m i l y of Mrs . John (Margery C a r t e r ) Williams.
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BON MOT: The difference between a good speaker and a poor speaker is a comfortable nap,
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WILSON IN 1916:
The horseless buggy was j u s t coming i n t o i t s own in 1916, b u t those hardy souls who drove

a horse and buggy could s t i l l g e t " o l d Dobbin's" harness fi x e d at "Germain's Horse Furn ish ing
Goods and Repair Shop". I f you wanted a new ca r, you could p i c k up a snazzy “Mi tchel l ” f rom
" J . Ae Diez", who a lso s o l d Chase tractors. If y o u r preference r a n to a Buick or Overland,
"Treichler and Housel" were the people to see. Autos weren't as re l i ab le then as they are
today s o i f y o u r c a r broke down you could g e t i t r e p a i r e d a t e i t h e r the “Wilson Garage" r u n
by W. L. Dox, or t h e one r u n by "Faery and A l l g e i e r " , and if y o u needed a blacksmith, you
could always run over to E lber ta and see George H. Upton.

Rooms at the “Hub Hote l " went f o r $2.00 a d a y, and i f y o u wanted to step ou t on t h e town
y o u cou ld always spruce u p a t t h e "L . W. Smith C l o t h i n g S t o r e " and g e t y o u r h a i r c l i p p e d a t
e i t h e r “Hub F e r r i n ' s " o r "Arthur Bundy's" Tonsor ia l Parlors. You could catch the l a t e s t drama
at the "A lbr igh t Opera House", b u t i f bowl ingwas y o u r t h i n g , you might p o l i s h up y o u r game
at the*Timothy Wilson & Son" bowl ing p a r l o r nex t to t h e bank. If y o u r n i g h t out proved to be
too much f o r you,you could always g e t ho ld of D r. John Burns, Dr. George Smith, or George
Middleton, d rugg is t .

M i l l e r and Brown was a@popular store f o r Dry Goods and Groceries or Furnishings, and
"Je WeHackett" spec ia l i zed in Groceries and Meats. The "Central M i l l i n g Company" on Young
Street was opera ted by C. J . Chapman and Roland R. Singer, and "H. L. Tre ich ler " was head‑
quarters f o r your hardware, heat ing, and plumbing needs. Insurance migh t be obtained from
the “Wilson Insurance Agency" while financ ia l transactions codld be handled at the o l d "State
Bank", present home of Marine Midland.

If one l i v e d south of the v i l l a g e , "Taggart and Stevens", across from the depot, was a good
be t f o r General Merchandise, while "J.C. Wr igh t " manufactured Evaporated Apple Products i n ‑
c lud ing Sweet Cider and Vinegar. While there, you could always ge t your bu i ld ing suppl ies
from the “Wilson Lumber Company" managed by Mike Radigan.

The o l d "Union High School" was a l s o i n i t s hey day t h a t year and o f fi c e r s o f t h e Senior
Class were Norman Eick, Pres., Homer Johnson, Vice-Pres., Mabel Wilson, Sec., Vesta Schweigert ,
Treas., E d i t h Swick, Poet, and Hazel Wilson, Historian. Other members of the Class included
Mary Ber l i n , C lara Stoddard, Marion Cramer, Ursula Wolfe, Doris Weaver, Gertrude Patterson,
Marion Thompson, Mary Brennan, Fred Tscabold, George Norton, Glenn Bickford, and Harwell D y e r.

Some o f them, s t i l l l i v i n g today, must marvel a t t h e g rowth o f the Wilson school system i n
t h e i r l i f e t i m e . Today, over 100 students g r a d u a t e f rom t h e Wilson Cent ra l School each y e a r,
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ACQUISITIONS:

Ernestine Walpole has cont r ibu ted a l a r g e v a r i e t y o f c l o t h i n g , some t h a t belonged to h e r
grandmother, Ernest ine I s r a e l , in t h e 1880's. In a d d i t i o n to dresses the re are bonnets,aprons,
camisoles, chemise, p e t t i c o a t s , purses, crocheted bags , beaded bags, and chi ldrens ' b i b s and
bonnets. There is a l so a 1958 Centennial Dress, several souvenirs and p i c t u r e s , a l so a com‑
p l e t e World War II Uniform, 1930 Tuxedo, and 1932 Palm Beach Jacket.

Eleanor Brydges has donated severa l mementos o f t h e "Ear l Brydges Era " i n c l u d i n g two l a r g e
pho tos , e a r l y campaign l i t e r a t u r e , and souvenirs.

Ruth P h i l l i p s gave a "Clown Cola" Beverage B o t t l e and a Schreiber-Manru Lager Bo t t l e .
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APRIL HOSTESSES:
M a r g a r e t Wilson, Chrm., has announced t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g members w i l l serve as g r e e t e r s at

t h e museum on Sunday afternoons f rom 2-l\PM: A p r i l l t h , Chery l Brown and Eleanor Caufield;
A p r i l 11th, Edger and E l o i s e Culverwel l ; A p r i l 18th, Ora and Marion P e t t i t ; A p r i l 25th,
Norman and Martha MacAski l l .
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ROYALTON:

The Town o f Royal ton H is to r i ca l Soc ie t ywas organ ized in 1977, and recen t l y p u t out t h e i r
fi r s t newsletter, “Royalton Reflect ions". The Town was establ ished in 1817, one year before
Wilson,and gained h i s t o r i c prominence as t h e home of Belva Lockwood, t h e fi r s t woman to ever
r u n f o r President of t h e Uni ted Sta tes . The s o c i e t y had 33 members in February and t h e i r Pres ‑
i d e n t i s J e r r y Rademaker o f M idd lepo r t .
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10th SOCIETY PUBLICATION:

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Society p u b l i c a t i o n , "The A l b r i g h t Opera House", i s avai lable now a t
the Wilson Museum or Stimson's Barn Shop. It s e l l s f o r 75 cents p e r copy. ($1.25 by m a i l . )



TEN YEARS OF PROGRESS: a
The Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty was founded A p r i l 18, 1972, a t the home o f Mr. and Mrs. N o r ‑

man Thi lk , P e t t i t Street, Wilson. Plans f o r i t s o r g a n i z a t i o n were discussed b y D r. John and
Jean Argue, Supervisor Whitney Barnum, Mayor Harold Mosher, Jus t ice Jane Moxham, Mildred
Middleton, Joseph Higgins, Anna Mae Nevins, and Dorothy and Norman Thi lk . A n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
meeting was se t up at t h e Town H a l l , A p r i l 2h, 1972, at which f o r t y persons attended, and
motions were made to form a nominat ing and by- laws committee. At a s p e c i a l meeting on May 9,
1972, Winnie Stacy, Chrm., presented a s la te of o f fi c e r s which were du ly elected as fol lows:
D r . John Argue, Pres., K a r l Wr ight , Vice-Pres., Laura Eick , Sec., Mi ldred Croop, Treas., and
E l l a Mae Baker (Peters), Cor. Secre ta ry. Seven trustees were e lec ted inc lud ing David Weiler,
Dora Wakeman, Flossie Lor tz , Helen Borngraeber, Anna Mae Nevins, Joseph Higgins, and Whitney
Barnum. The purpose o f the o r g a n i z a t i o n was o u t l i n e d under A r t i c l e I o f t h e Constitution
which states, "The purpose o f the s o c i e t y s h a l l b e t o prese rve f o r p o s t e r i t y the h i s t o r i c a l
records and memorabilia of the Town and V i l l a g e of Wilson."

On J u l y 17, 1972, the soc ie t y vo ted to p u b l i s h a bi-monthly newsletter and in May, 1973,
it was mai led on a monthly basis to p r o v i d e more up to d a t e coverage of meet ings and events.
An average of 8) l e t t e r s were sent out in 1972 and today 360 copies a re mai led to members!
homes.

Dur i ng t h e fi r s t y e a r, a l l meet ings were h e l d at t h e Town H a l l b u t in October, 1972, D r .
Argue transferred t i t l e to the o l d NYC Depot o v e r to t h e Town of Wilson w i t h the s t i p u l a t i o n
t h a t t h e soc ie ty would b e e n t i t l e d t o use i t f o r a meet ing p l a c e and musuem. D r . Argue was
rep resen ted by Henry De Lang, A t t . , and t h e property was accepted f o r the town by Whitney
Barnum, Supervisor, and Richard Southard, Town At to rney. The fi r s t meeting was h e l d in the
depot, June 18, 1973, and three months l a t e r on September 10, 1973, t h e trustees and o f fi c e r s
voted to open the mseum to v i s i t o r s on Sunday afternoons from two to f o u r.

With the h e l p o f Richard Southard, t he s o c i e t y was incorpora ted as a n o n - p r o fi t o r g a n i z a ‑
t i o n and received i t s temporary char te r f rom t h e NYS Board of Regents, June 23, 1972. The
soc ie ty p u r s u e d i t s program d i l i g e n t l y d u r i n g t h e nex t t h ree years enabl ing i t t o meet the
requirements f o r a permanent charter, February 20, 1975.

A Planning Board was o r g a n i z e d June 17, 197h, f o r t h e purpose o f p r o p o s i n g new i d e a s f o r
improving t h e museum and g r o u n d s . Whitney Barnum was t h e fi r s t chairman, a p o s i t i o n c u r r e n t l y
he ld by Arthur Schnoor, 1 s t Vice-President.

Many improvements were made to t h e museum and grounds, most ly by volunteer l abo r, and hours
were spent scrap ing and p a i n t i n g t h e depo t - -bo th i n s i d e and ou t . Rest rooms and l i b r a r y were
b u i l t ; the f r e i g h t room was cleaned out and remodeled as the new "Patterson Room"; Linden
trees were p lan ted east o f the depot and a flagpo le was erected; a ra i l bed was b u i l t and the
caboose was set in place and painted; a kitchenette and overhead storage room was b u i l t and
painted; steps and r a i l i n g s were instal led; a thermal-ionic fi r e sensor system was wired i n ;
two gas furnaces were insta l led; crash bars were Placed on e x i t doors; a new 0x60 cement
b lock b u i l d i n g was erected; w i r i n g services i n b o t h b u i l d i n g s were updated; and cement walks
were l a i d .

The new cement block b u i l d i n g was b u i l t o n t h e south east corner o f a four acre p l o t o f
land donated to the town by Dr. George Badger of Lockport . The land was dedicated as "Hojack"
Park on June 15, 1981. A room at the west end of the depot was renovated and named the
"Arthur Schnoor Room"in r e c o g n i t i o n o f A r t ' s dedicated e f f o r t s t o keep the renovation program
go ing . C e i l i n g s were lowered in b o t h the Patterson and Schnoor Rooms and l i g h t i n g fi x t u r e s
added; Rest rooms were b u i l t a d j o i n i n g t h e antique c a r b u i l d i n g ; "“Hojack" Park was seeded
and landscaped w i t h approximately 60 trees--some g i v e n as Memorials; a storage areawas b u i l t
on the south dock and a t o o l shed was added at thewest end of the d e p o t . Tr u l y a remarkable
l i s t when one considers the amount of volunteer l a b o r t h a t made it a l l p o s s i b l e .

Other improvements inc luded rugs f o r t h e l i b r a r y and Patterson Room; purchase of 75 f o l d ‑
i n g cha i rs f o r t he meeting room; a l so 12 tab les , 7 d i sp lay cases, coa l heater, several fi n e
memorials and other miscellaneous items.

In add i t ion to volunteer labor, t h e r e have been many p e r s o n a l donations of mater ia ls , money
a r t i f a c t s . There have a l s o been s p e c i a l contr ibut ions from t h e community-at-large inc l ud i ng
g i f t s from the L ion 's Club, Harr ison Radiator Div.,GMC, Upson Company, Edmunds Company, Bob
Rohr ing, Don Kerwin, E r i e County Savings, V i l l a g e , P f e i f f e r s , Jack P e r r y, proceeds o f Fashion
Show sponsored by the De lph ic C i r c l e , Gnost ic Gui ld , Lakeshore Mothers' Club, E lber ta Mothers!
Club, and ins ta l l a t i on o f the r a i l r o a d caboose by F loyd C l a r k which he moved from L o c k p o r t .
The soc ie t y has also acquired 10 antique and o l d e r model cars from members and f r iends w i t h an
a p p r a i s a l value of $74,500.00.

In re tu rn , d u r i n g ten y e a r s o f operat ion, t h e s o c i e t y has spent $18,310.00 f o r b u i l d i n g
s u p p l i e s and m t e r i a l s t o improve t h e museum and grounds which belong t o t h e Town o f Wilson.

I t should f u r t h e r b e noted t h a t t h e Town o f Wilson has been the p r i n c i p a l backer o f t h e
museum complex w i t h y e a r l y con t r ibu t ions o f money, mater ials, and services.

In 1972, the s o c i e t y had 139 members. F i v e years l a t e r t h e number had increased to 393,
and today, there are 538 members on t h e r o l l s . T h i s includes 3%L i f e Members and 39 Juniors.
(An addit ional 6 L i f e Members have d ied, b u t t he investment they made w i l l h e l p to support t h e
soc ie t y i n d e fi n i t e l y. )

i f t h e soc ie ty is to accompl ish as much in the next ten years as i t d i d dur ing the pas t ten,
it w i l l be necessary f o r t h e present membership to ca r r y on the work t h a t has been started.
Some who helped w i t h the soc iety 's i n i t i a l g r o w t h a r e now departed or moved to other locations,
however, we must t r y to maintain the enthusiasm w i t h which it a l l started, f o r in the words of
Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Nothing g r e a t was ever achieved wi thou t enthusiasm.*
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT:

When y o u renew y o u r 1982 membership by m a i l , y o u r new card w i l l be attached to the next
copy of your "Newsletter". This w i l l save a considerable amount in postage.
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MEETING SCHEDULE FOR APRIL:hori Sth: Spet ial meet ing of a l l "Country Fair"! Chairmen w i l l be h e l d in t h e Patterson
Room, Monday evening at 7:30PM. Plans w i l l be made. It is important t h a t you at tend.

Officers and trustees w i l l meet at t h e Pat terson Room, Wednesday, A p r i l i t h , at 8PM.
Regular monthly meeting in Patterson Room, Monday even ing , A p r i l 19th, at 7:30 PM.
Museum Committee w i l l set up new e x h i b i t , "Ki tchen through the years--1800 and on",

Tuesday, April D0th, at 1 PM. If y o u have i tems you can l o a n f o r t h i s d i s p l a y, please c a l l
Eleanor Myers, 751-6053.
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APRIL MEETING:
Your Newsletter ed i to r w i l l d iscuss t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y of t h e Holland Land Company and

trace the development of the towns on t h e N iaga ra F r o n t i e r .
Refreshments w i l l be served by M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , Chrm., Jane S i n c l a i r , and Carol H a s t i n g s .

A b i r t h d a y cake w i l l b e provided t o celebrate t h e 1 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c i e t y.
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"COUNTRY FAIR" MAKING PROGRESS:
The t ime f o r another F a i r is j u s t around t h e corner and some preparat ions are a l ready

underway. Qui l t t i c k e t s have been p r i n t e d and a r e b e i n g d i s t r i b u t e d b y B e t t y Stimson and
M i l l i e Lonsbery. Some out-of- town members have requested books and others may a l s o by con ‑
t a c t i n g B e t t y , howver, a l l non- loca l stubs, donat ions, and unsold t i c k e t s should be returned
t o h e r b yMay 2 t h .

Posters f o r t h e F a i r have been p r i n t e d and a r e b e i n g d i s t r i b u t e d a t var ious antique shows
by Eleanor Myers, Norm L u f f , and Norm MacAski l l ; w h i l e N e t t i e Stimson has addressed and mailed
ou t 160 contracts i n a n t i c i p a t i o n o f a t t r a c t i n g 100 dea lers t o t h i s year 's event.

Edna Rose i s aga in chairman o f t h e soc ie t y ' s " fl e a market", and i n v i t e s everyone to s t a r t
c o l l e c t i n g t h e i r unwanted "goodies" and b r i n g them t o h e r o r t h e museum r e a l e a r l y . They may
be l e f t a t the museum any Sunday af ternoon f rom 2 to 4PM, b u t be sure to i n d i c a t e t h e y are
f o r t he " fl e a m a r k e t " ,

Seventy~six Businessmen in t h e town o f Wi lson gave con t r i bu t i ons l a s t year t o adve r t i se
the f a i r , M i l l i e Croop p l a n s to canvass t h e town in A p r i l to s o l i c i t t h e i r h e l p a g a i n . Be
sure to watch f o r t h e i r names in o u r f a i r ads, and remember them when you shop or need s e r v i c e .

The Wilson L i t t l e League w i l l sponsor another Chicken Bar=-B-Q t h i s year f rom 1 to 5PM, and
everyone is urged to support t h i s worthwhile community a c t i v i t y . Members who f e e l unable to
work at the f a i r might consider bak ing a p i e or two f o r our food concession. Past experience
shows we are always in need of more.

The importance of t he "Country F a i r " to the society 's operat ion cannot be overemphasized.
Since 1973, it has been the main source of revenue f o r meeting necessary expenses. Here is a
l i s t of essent ia l services t h a t were p a i d f o r d u r i n g the past year :

New York Telephone $ 282.25
Niagara-Mohawk E l e c t r i c $ Uhi.25
National Fuel Gas $ 886.13
Newslet ters,posters,contracts, m a i l i n g fees, etc. $ 596.416

Total-(2/1/81-2/2/82) $2, 0
Sue Toenniessen, General Chairman, has t h e d i f fi c u l t task of convincing our busy members

t h a t t h e i r services are needed. Many have already agreed to assume respons ib i l i t y f o r v a r i ‑
ous f a i r activit ies i n c l u d i n g Bob Rose-& Doc Argue, antique cars; John Myers, audio and
e l e c t r i c ; Judy Zauner, coffee and donuts; Winnie Fischer, bar-b-q-beverages; M i l l i e Croop,
ads; Lucy Monroe, candy; B e t t y Stimson, cashiers; Jan Spor leder, chil is; Hd Hastings, clean
up ; Net t ie Stimson and "Chuck Campbell, dea ler contracts and space assignments; Diane
A l b r i g h t , fi s h pond; Edna Rose, fl e a market; B e t t y Stimson, food tables and cleanup; Carol
Smith, funne l cakes; A r t Schnoor, h o t dogs; Chr is Kelman, membership-guest r e g i s t e r ; Lo is
Jennings, museum d i s p l a y ; Berne Kent and Linda Wil l iams, musical background; Mma Lou
Reppentine, popcorn and lemonade; Don Croop, posters-announcing; Dorothy Linnabery, p u b l i ‑
c i t y ; Florence Schultz, q u i l t ; Gwen Heidenfe ld t , suppl ies; and B i l l and Peg F r i t t on , ways
and means. They need your support , and so does our s o c i e t y.

* © © HH HR HH H H
IMPORTANT FATR MEETING:

There w i l l be an impor tant meet ing f o r f a i r committee chairmen, Monday evening, A p r i l 5th,
at 7:30PM, in t h e Patterson Room.

* & © HH HH H *

PRESERVING THE TOWN'S RECORDS:
The town of Wilson is for tunate to have a museum where memorabilia f rom Wilson's pas t can

be co l lec ted and d isp layed . Up to 1972, t h i s was n o t t h e case. Preservat ion of a r t i f a c t s is
essent ial and we suggest t h a t persons who have i tems to donate should proper ly tu rn them over
t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. .

Records t h a t p e r t a i n t o the town's h i s t o r y a r e o f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t t o the town h i s t o r i a n
since i t i s one o f the p r imary d u t i e s o f t h e h i s t o r i a n t o research, record , and w r i t e t he
town's h i s t o r y . This can be done t h r o u g h l o c a l newspapers, or by the p u b l i c a t i o nof news‑
l e t t e r s and booklets.

There is a great dea l of r i s k involved when valuable records or documents are stored in
one p lace , and t h i s p o i n t is w e l l emphasized when one considers the t r a g i c number of fi r e s
throughout Wilson's pas t . Not o n l y were a l l e a r l y survey records destroyed, bu t a l so a l l
v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s p r i o r t o 186) . I t would seem, therefore, t ha t some e f f o r t should b e made t o
duplicate rare documents so such losses w i l l n o t occur agains

a g peroneal the town have several sources avai lab le f o r h i s t o r i c a l research i n c l u d i n g the
Town H i ' s fi l e s , t he Wilson Museum, t h e Wilson Free L i b r a r y , and the Wilson Town H a l l .
Addit ional research mater ia l may a l s o be obtained from t h e o f fi c e of the Niagara County Hise
t o r i a n in Lockport , and the Niagara County Genealogical Soc ie t y.

* * © & eH HH H XK
WHEN ELEPHANTS FIGHT, i t ' s the grass t h a t s u f f e r s . - -Af r ican proverb.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, VILLAGE OF WILSON:
On May 11, 1982, the incorporated Village of Wilson will be 12U years old. It received

its official blessing from the New York State legislature in May, 1 858, when it started its
proud heritage with only 715 residents. Luther Wilson was the first President of the Board
of Trustees which included Luren Wilson, Reuben Wilson, William Grout, and Henry McChesney.
John Hosmer was the first village clerk, and Orsemus Ferris was Superintendent of the Green­
wood Cemetery Association. Wilson’s oldest Fraternal group, Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM, was
in its third year of operation, and Daniel Farley was Niagara County Sheriff. Also, in 1858,
the First Baptist Church of Wilson hired a new pastor, Rev. L. C. Pattengill, at a salary of
$500 a year.

Ship building was starting to catch hold at the harbor and the"Josephine" had just been
launched. People were interested in the steamer "Northerner" that was making regular runs
between Lewiston and Ogdensburg, and many more were going to Niagara Falls to enjoy a ride on
the latest sensation, "The Maid of the Mist".

Wilson progressed like most other villages in the late 1800's but not without the usual
controversies prevalent in any growing "youngster" or community. For example, an article in
an issue of the former "Wilson Star" observed, "We have been surprised of late to hear so
many citizens drying down Wilson. We hear complaints that Wilson is not growing, that good
citizens are leaving, that no factories are being located here, and that the town is on the
decline." Sound familiar?

Some village Ordinances adopted in 1898 shed some light on the temperament and attitude
of its people in those days. Though humerous by today’s standards, they were nevertheless
viewed seriously by residents then:

"No person shall fasten any beast to a tree; ride or drive on village sidewalks; nor.
ride or drive on village streets faster than a trot.

No person shall obstruct any cross walk or street with animals or wagons, or leave any
animal or wagon on street unless securely tied.

No horses, animals, or geese shall be permitted to run at large; no person shall deposit
garbage on the streets; no person shall make an indecent exposure in any public place; and
no person shall injure, tear up, or destroy any tree, post, or other fixture.

All persons found intoxicated on streets, using profane language, inciting fights, or
making noise, shall be punished; also any person who discharges a firearm, unless in self
defense, shall be punished.

No person shall throw, catch, knock, or play ball on the streets in a manner offending
anyone; and no non-resident shall be allowed to hawk, peddle, or sell by auction any goods
or wares, except meat, fruit, or farm products."

A comment in the old Lockport Journal stated that, "Wilson...intends to be very nice and
sedate and woe be unto the luckless person who violates any of the new ordinances.11

Now, some eighty years later, people might hesitate to classify Wilson as being "very nice
and sedate", but as the village approaches its 125th anniversary, they might agree that its
local government is in good hands.

Today, the Village Board consists of Mayor Kenneth Welker, Berne Kent, and Jon Swick, and
the Clerk-Treasurer position is held by Jean Seefeldt. Gerald Sacca is Village Attorney,
Lewis C. Schrader is Village Consultant, and Emma Lou Reppentine is Deputy Clerk-Treasurer.**********
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Ed Peters played the part of "Peter Rabbit" this year and gave his wife, Ella Mae, a
special surprise in her Easter Basket—-a "Life Membership" in the Wilson Historical Society.

Ella Mae (Holmes) Peters received her early schooling in Pennsylvania, and upon moving to
Wilson, resided on Washington Street and was an active member of Exley United Methodist
Church for many years. She was secretary to Dr. John F. Argue, and when the Wilson Histori­
cal Society started in 1972, became a charter member and was elected as the society’s first
Corresponding Secretary.

Ella Mae’s hobby is painting and one of her pictures, the old Kruze house on Beebe Road,
was painted by her and presented to the museum. Retired now and living near Leesburg, Ela.,
she has added a studio to her home and conducts painting classes for several students.

**********
SIGN OF THE TIMES:

An "acceptable level of unemployment" simply means that the government economist to whom
it is acceptable still has a job. —Los Angeles Times.



"COME TO THE FAIR":
On Monday, May 31st, at 6:OOAM, the museum grounds will be open to allow Dealers and

others to set-up and make preparations to welcome the general public at 10:00AM. Dealer
placement will be supervised by Nettie Stimson and "Chuck" Campbell.

Gwen Heidenfeldt is the new Food Chairman, and plans to round up a good supply so every­
one can keep up their energy, strength, and good spirits. Vis itors may sample special
treats like Art Schnoor's Hot Dogs; Jan Sporleder's Chili; Carol Smith's Funnel Cakes;
or Lucy Monroe's Home Made Candies. There will also be a variety of salads and pies at the
Food Tent including Elwin Upton's Beverages and Pfeiffer's Loganberry Juice. A new Comm.,
headed up by Gerry Swann, will supervise the Museum Kitchen, and Betty Stimson will over­
see Cashiers and Junior Helpers for the Food Tent.

Day long activities will include Diane Albright's "Fish Pond", always popular with the
children, and Julie Bulmer will try to see that no child goes home without a balloon. The
society is indebted to Strate Welding of Lockport, who has provided gas and equipment for
inflating balloons since 1973. Peg and Bill Fritton will have the Ways & Means Table, and
in addition to booklets, note paper, and ceramics, will introduce a new line of womens' and
mens' T Shirts and Caps. A special T Shirt will also be provided for all junior members
who accept job assignments. Edna Rose will again supervise the society's "Flea Market",
and Doc Argue and Bob Rose will set-up the annual antique car show. Fair goers will also
be able to enjoy the catchy background piano rhythms of Berne Kent and Linda Williams.

Exhibits and museum personnel will be under the supervision of Lois Jennings with spe­
cial emphasis on an Old Kitchen Display arranged by Eleanor Myers, and a School Exhibit and
Hospitality Center planned by Dora Wakeman. The Hospitality Theme will also be encouraged
by Chris Kelman who will be in charge of the Guest Register and Membership tables.

The Martin F. Jennings American Legion Post No. 386 of Wilson will honor their departed
comrades at a Memorial Day Service at Greenwood Cemtery, which will begin with a parade
from the Fire Hall at 10:00AM. The ceremony holds special significance for everyone, and
all who are able are urged to attend this tribute to Wilson's servicemen. At 12:00 Noon,
members of the Legion will hold a brief ceremony on the museum grounds. The society also
acknowledges the co-operation of the Wilson Volunteer Fire Company who provide an ambulance
and First Aid Crew to stand by in case of unforseen emergencies; and the services of Jack
Perry and Mike Vince who provide tents for the dining area and "flea market".

Each year, as the fair attracts more people, it becomes very important to provide good
parking for cars. Ed Allgeier will be the new Paricing Chairman and will have his crew
direct visitors to the parking facilities provided by Pfeiffers Foods, Ontario Orchards,
and Bob Rohring. Most of the Dealers will be able to park by their tables.

The 2nd annual Chicken Barbecue sponsored by the Wilson Little League will begin serving
at 1:00 PM. Winnie Fischer will be in charge of the coffee, tea, and pie concession for
the Bar-B-Q with proceeds benefitting the society.

A casual observer at the Fair isn't always aware of the many persons who contribute,for
instance, Johnnie Myers sees that all electrical requirements are met, hooks up audio equip­
ment, and is always on call to prevent small problems from becoming big ones. Also in this
category are the many who clean up, set-up, provide baked goods, sell quilt tickets, make
announcements, lend equipment, provide ads and publicity, or volunteer to work at the fair.
When the crowd has left there is still work to be done, and all those who stick it out to
the end, can appreciate the excellent clean-up job done by Ed Hastings and his crew.

The Fair will "wind down" at 5:00PM when the beautiful Dahlia Quilt made by Florence
Schultz and her faithful helpers will be raffled off. Betty Stimson is in charge of ticket
sales and everyone who makes a donation will also be eligible to win a set of Wind Chimes,
Raggedy Ann Doll, or Wilson Historical Society Recipe Book.

With a break in the weather the '82 Fair could be a winner. The Farmer's Almanac pre­
dicts normal temperatures and below normal precipitation for May, but let's be on the safe
side and add a few prayers anyhow.

**********
ACQUISITIONS:

Rex Stacy has contributed an unusual oldlarge storage cupboard containing a variety of
old ledgers, diarys, calendars, almanacs, inkwells,etc. Detailed list in transmission record

Rev. Rae Brothers: 1910 Crochet-faille lined bag; Brother's Baby Bonnet (ca.1950-20);
and Paper Weight owned by Rev. Brother's grandfather Seaman.

Dr. John Argue: Brochures on Essex Six Coach and Hudson Super Six.
Dr. Edwin Gates, Niagara Falls: A-1Tube Radio built around 19.21, ten years after the

first vacuum tubes came into use for radio; also a large variety of old Newspapers,Magazines
Detailed list on transmission record.

Wilson Central School: Two demonstration "Hospital Dolls" and copies.of Wilson Crest
and other miscellaneous school memorabilia. Dolls obtained via Berne Kent & Nettie Stimson.

Winnie Fischer: South Wilson Glass Mug-Commerative for Installation Dinner 1/17/1982.
Dorothy Linnabery: h" Strap Saddle Bottle.
Janet Sporleder; Ceramic Bowl of Spatterware.
Diane Albright: 3 Mens' Swallow Tail Coats (1815-1880),two vests, excellent condition.
Clarence Monroe: One eight foot and one sixteen foot railing from old "Union School".

**********
CRESTS NEEDED:

The museum has a collection of Wilson High-School "Crests" dating from 1938 to 1970.
The 191)1, 19hU, and 1965 issues are missing. If you know anyone who would care to donate
one or all three of the copies needed, it would be nice to have a complete set. Members of
the Acquisitions Committee are Lois Jennings, Dorothy Lort, and Bob Rose.

The book, "Gift of Christmas Past", a return to Victorian traditions,has been acquired
by the museum committee. It will be available for members' use in the library.

**********



COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES: , j
The Society's By-Laws and Constitution were revised Jan. 13, i?o2 and the duties of the

various committees as designated under Article VII are briefly outlined as follows:
Library; Collect, catalog, care, arrange and repair books, manuscripts, newspapers,

pictures, and other collections of a like nature.
Museum: Collect, clean, repair, and store acquisitions; arrange museum exhibits & identify.
Publications: Publish research studies, monthly newsletter, bulletins, booklets, etc.
HlstoricaI~Sites: Establish authenticity and historic validity of proposed sites; order

and install markers; arrange dedication ceremonies, etc.
Membership: Conduct membership drives and reoommend changes in policy or rules affecting

general membership.
Program: Arrange for guest speakers, movies, slides, etc. for all. meetings.
Ways & Means: Devise ways and means to provide finances for society, subject to Trustees

approval.
By-Laws: Consists of five members, one of whom shall be 2nd Vice-Pres. Shall review the

Constitution regularly.
Planning Committee: Six members including Museum Chairman. Develop plans for building and

grounds. Implement plans after approval by Trustees.
Memorial: Committee shall consist of Chrm. Museum, Planning Chrm., and Treasurer who shall

be Chairperson; shall provide contact and consultation point for would-be-donors and be re­
sponsible for receiving, reporting, and recording all memorials. Administration subject to
Trustee approval. Additional members may be appointed by President.

Acquisitions: Consists of Museum Chr., Library Chrm., Antique Car Chrm., and member of
Board of trustees. Will accept or decline items offered , issue transmission slips, record
accessions in book, and refer to proper display area.

Housekeeping: Responsible for weekly cleaning of museum, replenishing supplies, and
arranging furniture for monthly meetings.

Grounds: Keep up grounds and plantings surrounding museum; be responsible for seeing that
grounds are mowed in summer and snow removed in winter.

Annual Fair: Chairman shall select Fair Committee personnel and supervise all areas of
planning and conduct of the Fair.

Genealogical: Produce and distribute genealogical forms and family record sheets. All data
to be kept in museum in permanent alphabetical file.

Tours: Arrange and organize historicor interesting tours on behalf of the society.
Publicity: Publicize meetings, special events, etc., in local papers, TV, and radio.
Caboose:Care, upkeep, and renovation of old railroad caboose.
Antique Cars: Committee to be responsible for care, upkeep and display of all cars owned

or on loan to society; also for care and upkeep of Antique Car Museum and any activities
therein subject to approval of Trustees.

Nominating: Shall present slate of officers and trustees at May meeting to be voted on at
annual meeting in June. Shall also assist Presidnt in selecting Committee Chairmen as needed.

Refreshments: Provide minimum of 3 persons to provide and serve light refreshments after
monthly meetings. Society will provide coffee, tea, cream, sugar, and cups.

Sunday Hosts: Two greeters shall be provided for Sunday afternoons from 2:00 to U:OOFM.
Study Group: Photograph and preserve architectural styles in town.
Photographer: Photograph current events and mount pictures in Museum Albums.

**********
DIAMOND JUBILEE QUILT STARTED:

The Wilson Society is making progress on a project to submit a square of material for the
Niagara Historical Society "Diamond Jubilee Quilt", which, when completed, is expected to
include squares from all the historical societies in Niagara County. Wilson's contribution
will feature the Wilson Museum which will be designed by Carol C. Smith and then appliqued
on a 1h" square by Florence Schultz. The quilting project is under the supervision of Mrs.
Ruth McKernon of Newfane, and actual quilting is scheduled to begin by July 1st.

**********
MAI HOSTESSES: '

May will be a busy month at the museum, and Margaret Wilson has arranged for the following
members to serve as Sunday afternoon greeters: May 2nd, Fay Schotz and Celeste Crawford;
May 9th, Joe and Marguerite Geiser; May 16th, Tom and Kathy Fare; May 23rd, Mabel Wilson
and Mabel Burrows; and May 30th, John and Jean Kress.

**********
EXCITEMENT AT THE MUSEUM:

There are more ways than one to get people out to theMuseum, and Whit Barnum proved it
one Sunday afternoon last month when sparks started a small fire as he ground rivets off
the old windmill. He prudently called the Wilson Volunteer Fire Co, and when asked later how
many visitors came to the museum that day replied laconically, "Well, we had about fifteen
firemen there."

**********
ANTIQUE SHOW PLANNED:

The Town of Niagara Historical Society will hold an antique show and sale at their school­
house grounds, Lockport Road, on June 6th. If it rains, the event will be held at St. Leo's
Auditorium, Six Corners. There will be an admission charge.

**********
NEW MEMBERS:

We welcome several new members this month, William Scott of Houston, Texas; also Clifford
Shoultz and Clark Stimson of Wilson, and a new Junior member, Chad lerdon of Wilson.

**********
BON MOT:

Death and Taxes may be the only certainties in life, but nowhere is it written that we
have to tax ourselves to death. —Nation's Business.



SAGA OF THE BARNUM FAMILY S
It was ca. 1650 that Thomas Barnum, the first Barnum to come to Colonial America, set­

tled in Fairfield County, Conn., and was one of the founders of Danbury. Many of his de-
cendents were prominent figures in their respective home communities throughout New England
and New York, but perhaps the most famous was Phineas Taylor Barnum, better known as P. T.
Barnum, whose "Greatest Show on Earth" brought fame and fortune to such personalities as
"Tom Thumb", "Buffalo Bill", and Cambria’s "Seven Sutherland Sisters." P.T. Barnum’s grand­
father, Ephraiem Barnum, was a Captain in the Revolutionary War and great grandson of
Thomas Barnum. Another of Thomas Barnum’s great grandsons was Captain Richard Barnum, who
also served in the War of the Revolution with the 16th Conn. Regiment. His namesake and
grandson, Richard Barnum, brought the family name to Western New York.

A Cooper by trade, Richard Barnum was born ca. 1 789 at Danbury, Conn., and in 1808, with
his tools on his back, walked from Danbury to Monroe County, N.Y. He settled near Penfield
where he and his wife, Electa Lloyd, had their first son, Frederick Foster Barnum. He was
born Nov. 21, 1820, and at the age of two, moved with his parents to Brighton, the family
homestead which would later be known as "Barnum’s Terrace." David Lloyd Barnum, their sec­
ond son, was born there July 30, 1825, and both he and his brother were educated in Brighton

The Richard Barnums raised a family of five children in all, but our interest is di­
rected to David and Frederick because both boys later moved to Wilson, New York. David
learned the Cooper trade from his father and in 1853 opened an Iron Foundry in the village
of Wilson. According to Ed Johnson, the foundry was located on the northeast corner of
Chestnut and Wood Streets, and the business was listed in the 1869 Niagara County Directory
as the "Barnum, Wilson, and Co., manufacturers of agricultural implements and castings."
We might,note here that a plow built there with the Barnum name on it was given to the
Museum a few months ago when it was acquired by Helen Borngraeber.

David Lloyd Barnum married Elizabeth Dygert in 1851, and they had three sons, David C.,
a lawyer; Charles 0., a book-keeper for the Buffalo Carriage Co.; and John E., ticket
agent for the "Hojack" R.R. office in Rochester, N.Y. David L., and Elizabeth D. Barnum
are both buried in Greenwood Cemetery.

Frederick Foster Barnum followed his brother to Wilson in 1862, and purchased a farm on
lot no. 5, Townline Rd., south of the village. His son, James Lovett Barnum, married Alida
Wollaber, and they also had a son which they named Frederick Foster Barnum after his grand­
father.

Fred grew up and married Maude Crossman, and many local residents may still remember
when he served as Highway Superintendent for the Town of Wilson from 1936 to 1947• He was
elected Town Supervisor in 1947 and held that office until April 2, 1949 when he died.

Whitney E. Barnum succeeded his father as Town Supervisor in 1 9h9 and served Wilson in
that capacity for 22 years,---- -  longer than any other person to hold that office since the
town was organized in 1818. Reuben Wilson, the 1st Supervisor, held office for 10 years;
Roland R. Singer held the position for 7 years; and Victor Berlin was Supervisor for eleven
years. Also, in 1976, he was appointed clerk of the Niagara County Legislature and retired
from that position in December, 1981, to resume full time operation of his dairy farm on
Maple Road, town of Wilson.

Whit married Verna Oldenburg and they had three children, Harlos, Whitney L., and
Rebecca. In a second marriage to Lois M. Stedman, a daughter, Melanie Jane, was born. The
Barnums now have eight grandchildren to continue the Barnum name in America through twelve
generations.

**********
MUSEUM PROGRESS:

Some nice things are happening at the museum. Art Sohnoor and Lois Jennings are plan­
ning to turn the “west shed" into a new agricultural display area. The inside dock will
eventually house the former Wilson Postoffice counter which was saved from the disastrous
Hub Hotel fire in January, 1980. A railing has been installed along the platform steps
which was once used in the old Union School, and another lorg piece of the railing will be
used to support farm implements along the wall. Siding has been purchased for the outside
of the new addition, and as weather improves, will be installed. The railroad bike frame
that Mike Radigan used to ride back and forth on the tracks from Burt to Wilson, has been
repaired and painted, and Bob Rose has donated an old bike which will be attached to it
for display purposes. A marker has been placed by the "Mountain Ash" which was donated
by the Delphic Circle in memory of Dorothy Riseley Thilk, and thanks to Wilson Vol. Fire
Co. Noi 1, a new n.yton rope has been attached to the flagpole.

**********
MAY MEETING:

Mrs. Janet Sporleder will be the society’s guest speaker on May 17th when the regular
monthly meeting convenes in the Patterson Room. Jan, a former teacher at Wilson High
School, also served ten years on the School Board and held the position of Vice-President.
She was a popular Troop Organizer for the Wilson Girl Scouts; Chairman of the society’s
Historical Sites Committee; and member of St. John’s Episcopal Church of Wilson. The
subject of her talk will be, "Political Rallys, Slogans, and Campaign Buttons."

Marietta Goodman reports that the refreshment committee for that evening will be
Faye Pisello, Chrm., Mary Budde, and Helen Borngraeber.

**********
IMPORTANT DATES:

May 12th: Officers, Trustees, and Comm. Chairmen: Meet in museum, 8:00 PM.
May 17th: Regular monthly meeting in Patterson Room, 7:30 PM.'
May 29-30: Clean up, Set-up, and make preparations for Fair.
May 31st: "Country Fair". Open 6:00AM; Welcome public, 10:00AM. Participate and enjoy.

**********
FINAL WORD: Come good times or bad, there is always a market for things nobody needs.
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MORE ABOUT THE PIONEER NELSONS:
One of Wilson's early pioneers, Captain Benjamin Nelson, marched through Wilson with his

men on the way to Canada during the War of 1012. He was impressed with the area and after
the war returned to Wilson with his father, Pomphrey Nelson. Pomphrey had been a soldier
in the American Revolution, and the sword that he used is on loan to the museum at Oriskany.
It belongs to his descendant, Alice Nelson of Oriskany, whose roots reach back to the wilder­
ness days of the Niagara Frontier.

A year after the war, Pomphrey,and sons Benjamin and John, left their home at Lyons, N.Y.
to come to Wilson where they purchased JO acres of land on the Town Line Road. Later, with a
Holland Land Company Grant, they added another 100 acres. After erecting a cabin, Captain
Benjamin returned to Lyons and later married a 16 year old girl. The newlyweds returned to
this area via the Old Erie Canal to Lockport from where they made their way through the dense
wilderness to their cabin home near the present intersection of Nelson and Townline roads.
The cabin was located where "much land had to be cleared, log roads built, wood burned, etc."
When Pomphrey and Capt. Benjamin died, they were buried in an old section of the cemetery but
no other members of the family appear to be interred near them.

Alice Nelson's great grandmother, Harriet Creager (Nelson), married David Nelson, son of
Benjamin, and Harriet was very knowledgeable about the poisoness wild herbs in the area and
their antidotes. Alice recalls that one time as a young girl she got a boil on her wrist,
and her "great granny" Nelson bound a plantain leaf around it "which drew it out and cleaned
it up as clean as a whistle." She also learned that joint weed generally grew near poison
ivy, and whenever Alice was infected by the poisonous vine, her "great granny" would "get
some of the joint weed, break it, and put the goo inside on the poison ivy." She claimed the
"poison ivy would go right down while you were looking at it."

Alice's paternal grandmother was Odelia Schott, who died on the Nelson farm in 1931.
Odelia Schott married Delos Nelson in 1 871 , and when he died in 1911 he was proprietor of a
harness shop on Young Street.

In her biographical notes, Alice mentions two of our historical society members with ties
to the Nelson family, Karl Schott Wright, and Mabel Wilson, a relative of Mary Nelson, John
Nelson's second wife. Karl Wright and Alice Nelson are descendents of Florenz Schott who was
born in Alsace Lorraine in 1811, and died in Wilson in 1872. A sword which he used while a
soldier in the French-German War, was used by an ancestor in the Napoleonic Wars. Of some
interest is the fact that this sword, with the fleur de lis of Napoleon engraved upon it, was
passed down to Alice who later gave it to Karl Wright.

**********
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Frank E. Radigan of Lockport is the latest member to join the Life Membership Class of the
Wilson Historical Society. He was born and raised in Lockport and became a prominent and
well known businessman upon taking over control of the Wilson Lumber Company in 193h—-a busi­
ness that had been operated by his father, Mike Radigan, since ca. 1906. Mr. Radigan sold it
in 1965 and is spending his retirement at the home of his late parents in Lockport.

The membership roll continues to grow, and the society is pleased to welcome the following
new members: Kathleen Phillips, Rochester; Jamie Covey, New Mexico; also, Edward and
Gertrude Marks; Ed Johnson; Rose McDermott; Elizabeth Cornell; and Timothy Kraatz; all
from Wilson. Three month old Jason Eastman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Eastman of Hilton, a
descendent of John Eastman who came to Wilson in 1810 with Reuben Wilson, cops top honors
for being our youngest new junior member. Summer Kraatz, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Timothy
Kraatz of Wilson, runs a close second at age 10 months. It is also a pleasure to welcome
a 3rd junior member, Bryan McDermott, son of Rose McDermott of Wilson.

**********
HOSTESSES FOR JUNE:

Margaret Wilson has announced that the following members have agreed to serve as greeters
at the museum: June 6th, Waldo and Leona Beutel; June 13th, Edgar and Eloise Culverwell;
June 20th, Dorothy Lort and Ruth Phillips; and June 27th, Helen Horton and Phylis Hurst.

**********
CAN YOU TOP THIS?

paui Williams, owner of the Randall Road Mobile Park, has a couple of educated kitties.
He has placed a door bell button on the ground by his front door which the cats have learned
to press on when they wish to come inside the house.



OLD LETTERS EMPHASIZE CHANGING TIMES:
Old letters reveal how things were in the "good old days" and some that we acquired from

Charles Boyer tend to prove the point. They belonged to the family of William H. Wilson of
East Wilson and were written in the latter part of the 1 9th century.

One discloses that Mr. Wilson rented 53 acres of land to Henry Schnoor for two years, (or
for as much longer as they could agree) at $100 per year. The rentor was obligated to pay
all taxes on the property as long as they didn't include any assessments to build a new
schoolhouse. Any repairs on the property had to be made by Mr. Schnoor with Mr. Wilson stand­
ing the cost for all materials. Mr. Wilson reserved the right to saw all his firewood with
the condition he "didn't make any waste." Rent was payable in two installments with $50 due
in December, and $50 in March. The agreement was signed April 1, 189b.

Another letter mentioned the hard times in 1 897 and noted the low price for produce that
year. Wheat sold for h0£ a bushel, oats brought 10^ a bu., and corn was 20^ a bushel. A fur­
ther notation complained, "The times are the hardest for money that we have ever had. Every­
body is hard up for money. Don't know what we will do another year for wheat is our money
crop. Crop land has fell here ten and fifteen dollars an acre and high priced land more than
that."

On August 25, 1892* Mr. Wilson made some purchases at the Owen Brothers Clothing store at
68-70 Main Street, Lockport, in the Breyfogle Block. A bill made out by W. S. Pound, Mgr.,
shows that Mr. Wilson spent $12 for a new suit, $8 for a coat, and $1.50 for a hat.

Lamira Campbell, William Wilson's daughter, wrote her father on December 25, 1893, and the
tone of her letter suggests that family concerns were no different then than today. She
wrote, "I would like to bring all the boys after school was out and let you train them for a
month or two. I would enjoy nothing better but I don't know how long you could stand our
five noisy boys I am surprised you can still be so cheerful. The idea, you sitting up
nights to dry apples. The Bible says A Merry Heart doeth good like a medicine. I wish I had
one. I always have my troubles before they come and sometimes they do not come at all. What
is the secret of your good spirits? Is it trust in God? I want to know."

John S. Wilson, formerly of Harbor St., Wilson, mentions the Amana Society and writes,
"Back in 1850 about 300 Germans who believed in a certain form of religion (which they called
Inspirational!st) landed in Erie Co. N.Y. and in 185U nearly all of them mygrated to Iowa Co.,
Iowa, where they own everything in common and work on the co-operative plan. They aim to pro­
duce among themselves everything they use. They are a very successful and wealthy community.
When they left Erie Co., a few did not go with them to Iowa." (Anyone who has visited the
Amana Colony today might agree that Mr. Wilson knew what he was talking about.)

**********
IN MEMORIAM:

The society mourns the loss of one of its active members, Kenneth J. Tracey, 52, who died
at Inter Community Hospital, Newfane, after a long illness. He is survived by his wife,
Dorothy Sweet Tracey, and two sons, James of Youngstown and John of Newfane; also two daugh­
ters, Mrs. William (Jane) Snyder of Rochester, and Judy Tracey of Buffalo. He also leaves a
granddaughter, Traci Lynne Snyder, and a sister, Mrs. Beatrice Myers of Wilson.

Kenneth retired from Continental Can, N. Tonawanda, in 1979 because of ill health. He was
a member of the North Ridge United Methodist Church and Exempt Firemen of Wilson Vol. Fire Co.
No. one. Interment was at North Ridge Cemetery with Rev. Alfred Gross officiating.

**********
PROGRESS AT THE MUSEUM:

As the vacationing sun once again returns to Wilson, we note a quickening pace about the
museum as some of our members start to engage in various activities. Burt and Elwin
have tackled the long-pending job of fixing up the caboose, and with Bob Rose assisting, the
damaged platform has been repaired. The seemingly hopeless task was performed by "torching
off" the old rusted bolts and reattaching the iron railings to a new 6x6 inch beam. Before
the heavy timber could be lifted into place, about eight 7/8ths inch holes had to be drilled
and thanks to ELwin's calculations, every hole was perfectly aligned. Burt Jennings has a
reputation for getting things done, but we have to admit, this is the first time we ever saw
anyone re-thread burned off bolts with a nut instead of a thread cutter. Incidentally, a
a good supply of large bolts were supplied free by Charlie and Dale Schlyer.

Beautiful "Hojack" Park has been rolled down thanks to Whit Barnum who brought his tractor
and roller to the museum and rolled the entire area.

Art Schnoor, busy as usual, has covered the dock storage area and agricultural display shed
with new siding.

Eleanor Myers had set up an exceptionally interesting "Old Kitchen" display, and many of
the items on exhibit will conjure up memories of childhood days spent in Grandmai's Kitchen.
Others who helped or contributed old items for the exhibit were Faye Pisello, Elwin and Garnet
Upton, Lois Jennings, Grace Singer, Joe Higgins, John Myers, Al Hibbard of "Hunting Man's
Restaurant", and Nettie Stimson of the Wilson Barn Shop.

**********
MEMORIALS ACQUIRED:

A custom-made oak lectern, a memorial gift from Paul and Lorraine Pasko in memory of Doris
and Maitland Smith, has been acquired for use in the Patterson Room. Mr. Pasko is the son of
Rev. Judson Pasko who served as pastor of the 1st Baptist Church of Wilson through 1915-18.'
The lectern was built by Fenton Cole and finished by Burt Jennings.

Memorials made in the name of the late Dorothy Riseley Thilk were used to purchase a repli­
ca of an 1 Sth Century Cartographers' Cabinet which has been placed in the museum library.

**********
BON MOT:

Asking "Who ought to be boss?" is like asking "Who ought to be the tenor in the quartet?
Obviously, the man who can sing tenor. —Henry Ford

**********



POTTER! EXPERT:
Carl Ludwig Mehwaldt operated a pottery works in Berholtz across from the site of "Das

House", the German Heritage Museum operated by the Historical Society of North German Settle­
ments in Western New York. For about forty years, Mehwaldt made pottery for local distribution
from the red coarse clay which he found in neighboring fields. Today, examples of his artis­
tic work are scarce because redware was relatively soft and porous and after being baked in
a kiln, shattered easily.

Some of the things made by Mehwaldt included miniature tea sets, small toy animals, mixing
bowls, bread trays, ink stands, and butter crocks. Most of his work was unsigned although he
sometimes scratched an "M" on a few special pieces. Though very rare, a few examples of his
work may yet be seen at the German Heritage Museum at Bergholtz, the Buffalo and Erie County
Historical Museum, and the State Historical Society Museum in Albany.

Interest in Carl Mehwaldt, the Potter, is heightened by the fact that two of his descendents
are members of the Wilson Society, Winifred Fischer, and her daughter, Shirley Fischer Novak.
Winnie also has several pieces of the pottery made by her great great grandfather.

**********
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Herbert Kahler, Newfane, has donated a Broad Hatchet and Fisher-Price Donald Duck pull toy
made about 1930.

Millie Croop has donated an assortment of Collars and Cuffs including 1 pique collar and
cuff set and a square collar with cuffs of cutwork linen.

**********
NEW PLAQUE DONATED:

A black walnut plaque containing the names of all Town of Wilson Historians has been given
to the Wilson Museum by Whitney Barnum, a trustee of the Society. The plaque was finished from
a tree that grew in the local area.

**********
AN ALARMING INCIDENT:

Doc Argue has learned there are better places to puff on a pipe than under a smoke detector.
On a recent trip, he stopped to see his nephew, Steve Argue, who is interning at the Logans­
port Hospital in Indian a. While visiting with Steve in the hospital waiting room, smoke from
Doc’s pipe set off a fire alarm, and before long the hospital swarmed with firemen carrying
fire extinguishers. We venture to say that Doc's face may have been as red as the fire trucks,

**********
THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

Gretchen Wright, daughter of Karl and Gwen Wright, graduated from Wilson Central School in
1953 where she was a member of the Honor Society, Senior Chorus, Science Club, Latin Club, and
Sigma Cappa Nu. She furthered her education at Skidmore College where she graduated as a
Music Major. She married Walter Zeh and resided at Greenfield Center and had three sons, Karl;
a graduate of Plattsburg College; Arthur, who is attending Albany State College; and Stanley,
a student at Fulton-Montgomery Community College. Gretchen has been organist for the United
Methodist Church at Saratoga Springs for 25 years, and is also in the legal aid profession.

**********
MEMORIALS:

An oak lectern has been acquired as a Memorial from Lorraine and Paul Pasko in memory of
Doris and Maitland Smith, former residents of Wilson. Mr. Pasko is the son of Rev. Judson
Pasko who served as pastor of the 1st Baptist Church of Wilson through 1915-18. The lectern
was designed and built by Fenton Cole and finished by Burt Jennings.

Memorials donated by friends of the late Dorothy Thilk were used to purchase a replica of
an 18th Century Cartographers' Cabinet which has been placed in the museum library.

**********
RECENT GUESTS:

The Wilson Lakemen UH Club visited the museum on April 1 2th accompanied by their leader,
Mrs. Linda Davis. The youngsters appeared interested in all the exhibits and spent about two
hours examining everything in the museum, antique car building, and caboose.

Dr. and Mrs. Harvey Slocum dropped by on May 7th while touring scenes of earlier years. Dr.
Slocum purchased the Patterson home at U00 Lake Street where he hung out his "shingle" and
practised his profession. He was delighted to see his old "shingle" mounted on the wall be­
neath his photo, and remarked that he had wondered for a long time what became of it.

**********
PROGRAM FOR JUNE:

On June 21st, a 125 pound pig will be roasted over the fire and be the center of attractioi
at the society's "Political Rally Dinner" with Barbara Mosher, Jan Sporleder, Bea Rockwood, an<
Dorothy Linnabery sharing responsibility for the happy occasion. Members will be asked to
either cook, furnish, or pay $3.50 per person for their dinners. (Prices adjusted for children'

The menu will consist of Roast Pork; Potato Salad; Dorothy Lort's "Cookbook" Coleslaw;
Ernie Walpole's "Cookbook" Applesauce; Fancy Tall Layer Cake; and Root Beer, Coffee, and Tea.
Everyone must furnish their own table service with reservations required and limited to 120.
Don Sinclair will furnish the roasting device and also assist.

The dinner will be held outside, but will be in the Transportation Building if weather is
bad. It is suggested that everyone en ter into the spirit of the occasion and wear "fun"
campaign buttons, slogans, hat bands, sashes, pennants, etc.

Following the dinner, the annual business meeting will be held with committee reports and
election of officers. Contact the above persons for reservations or more information.

**********
ATTEND THE "COUNTRY FAIR" on May 31 st. Plan to furnish & help. A successful fair depends on Y(

**********
PROGRESS IS WONDERFUL—thirty years ago only hobos cooked their meals outside. —Sunshine

**********
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(Coleman P r e s s )

THE RAINS CAME ON MEMORIAL DAY:
Bu t no t in Wilson, prov ing once a g a i n "Someone up the re must l i k e u s . " In the e a r l y morn ‑

i n g hours heavy f o g r o l l e d over t h e "Country F a i r " grounds sometimes making it impossible to
see t h e dealers in "Hojack Park", however, soon a f t e r t h e 10:00AM opening the sun broke out
and spread i t s warm r a y s over Wi lson f o r t h e r e s t of t h e d a y. In t h e meantime, heavy showers
were f a l l i n g ove r Lewiston w i t h more r e p o r t e d in Eas t Wi lson b u t m i racu lous l y avoided t h e
f a i r g r o u n d s .

One of t h e l a r g e s t crowds to date a t tended t h e 9th annual event and hundreds of cars l i n e d
Lake S t r e e t from Tabor's Br idge to the I d e Road. In add i t ion , a l l p a r k i n g l o t s were fi l l e d
a t Jack Per ry ' s Auct ion Barn, On ta r i o Orchards, t h e Farm and Garden Center, and P f e i f f e r ' s .

"Chuck" Campbell, capably ass is ted by N e t t i e Stimson, Ralph Dinse, Rod Toessiessen, and
John C l e v e l y, d i d a commendable j o b mark ing out t h e dealer area, and many were heard to remark
how pleased t h e y were w i t h t h i s year 's se t -up .

Lo is Jennings was complimented f o r t h e fi n e museum d i s p l a y by t h e chairman of a well-known
Canadian museum who s a i d he had attended o u r f a i r s s ince they star ted, and considered the work
done by our volunteers as remarkable. He s t a t e d we were fortunate, because sometimes many
groups t h a t depend on foundation or government grants o f t e n fi n d themselves in the p o s i t i o n of
having to pay f o r everything t h a t is done. Featured t h i s year were an e a r l y k i tchen d isp lay
assembled b y Eleanor Myers, a n a g r i c u l t u r a l e x h i b i t o f o l d t o o l s and equipment, and a co l l ec ‑
t i o n of o l d school memorabilia arranged by Dora Wakeman. In addit ion, a genealogical tab le
set up by Celeste Crawford enabled guests to fi l l out f a m i l y record sheets to be added to
those already o n fi l e i n the museum l i b r a r y .

A l l f a i r chairmen, both o l d and new hands, d i d t h e i r job so w e l l everything went o f f w i t h ‑
out a h i t ch . A " t i p of the h a t " to Sue Toennissen and a l l others who helped make t h i s year's
f a i r a huge success.

Since the annual f a i r provides the funds necessary to operate d u r i n g the coming year, our
treasurer thought you m i g h t l i k e a resume of t h i s year 's b i g event:
ACTIVITY DEBIT CREDIT BALANCE
A d v e r t i s i n g $11 2 $435.00 $ 23.50
Balloons 12.39 62.70 50.31
Beverages 25.67 22.51 216.84,

P i e and Coffe-Bar=-BQ * 11 , 0 0 226.45 215.5
Coffee & Donuts 60.00 197.73 137.73
Dealers 52.62 1050.00 997.38
Donations 59.00 59.00
F i s h Pond 21.78 57.19 35.h1
Flea Market 187.98 187.98
Food Barn 218.05 6445.40 27.35
Funnel Cakes 22.71 149.00 126.29
Hot Dogs 699.22 1361.90 662.68
Lemonade & Popcorn 63.43 234.90 171.47
Membership 67.00 67.00
Miscellaneous 17.20 (17.20)
Plants 170.50 170.50Quilt 103.29 2140.00 2036.71
Ways & Means 203.25 508.50 305.25
I c e Cream 42,00 42.00
T- S h i r t s ( J r . Members) 12.20 p e 20)

TOTALS 2709.L7 B2h0.23 0.7
H * & HH HH KH H H KH

THOSE ANTIQUE CARS:
The F a i r wouldn't be qui te the same wi thou t Doc Argue and those antique c a r s . Poss ib l y

fevof our members r e a l i z e t h e e f f o r t expended to g e t them ready f o r showing. We're sure Cha i r ‑
man Bob Rose knows, and thanks to members of t h e " T i t t l e League" and S t . John's Youth group,
h i s task o f g e t t i n g them washed and ready was made e a s i e r . The young people d i d a fi n e j o b .
On t h e day of t h e F a i r , young Thomas B e a t t y of B u f f a l o , worked a l l day p o l i s h i n g the upholstery
on the cars . Doc was so pleased he gave fom a Junior membership in t h e s o c i e t y.

ee % HH RH HH HR HH KK
bUN MOT: Frequent naps keep you from g e t t i n g o l d , espec ia l l y i f you take one whi le d r i v i n g .



oe
QUILT WON BY LOCKPORT LADY: .

B e t t y Steblein, B e a t t i e Avenue, Lockport, was winner of t h i s year ' s drawing f o r t h e "B ig
Dahlia" q u i l t ; J. Munnikysen, Lake St ree t , r e c e i v e d t h e "Wind Chimes"; Jack Per ry of .Wi lson
won the Raggedy Ann D o l l ; and D. Vigrass , Ewings Rd. , Newfane, was awarded t h e "Cookbook".

H He HK eH H H HH H H HH HR
FREEZER DESIRED:

A sma l l chest type f r e e z e r would be h e l p f u l in s t o r i n g food i tems- -espec ia l l y around F a i r
t ime. If you know of anyone who migh t donate one or make it ava i lab le at reasonable cost,
Please contact A r t Schnoor.

%# ee He HH H HM H HR HR H
IN MEMORIAM:

Paul Reid, 70, d i e d a t h i s Maple Road home, May 23rd, a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . H e i s surv ived
by h i s w i f e , t h e former C l o t i l d a Kiener, and h i s mother, Florence Beyer of Kay Biscayne, F l a .
He worked f o r t he Markle E l e c t r i c Co. of B u f f a l o and t h e Ransomville Bus Lines. He was a l so
a member of Ontar io Lodge, F&AM No. 376 of Wilson, and a member of t h e Wi lson H i s t . S o c i e t y
s ince 1974. A Memorial S e r v i c e was h e l d at Ex ley Un i ted Methodis t Church w i t h Rev. Rae
Brothers o f fi c i a t i n g .

% H & He H HM He H HR H HR ¥
WINDMILL PROGRESS:

The windmi l l i s s t i l l in t h e p r o c e s s of b e i n g e rec ted w i t h comple t ion delayed u n t i l needed
p a r t s a r e acquired. Windmil ls a re thought t o have o r i g i n a t e d i n Pers ia more than 1,000 years
ago. They were l a t e r adapted and improved by t h e Chinese and eventua l l y spread throughout
Europe. E a r l i e r models were used to g r i n d g r a i n and pump water, and t o d a y, energy s tud ies
have shown t h e w indmi l l a s a p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n f o r supp ly ing cheap sources o f e l e c t r i c a l pow=
e r . When completed, t h e museum windmi l l w i l l be a work ing model.

% He H RH HM HR H HH H HR H
UPDATE ON DIAMOND JUBILEE QUILT:

Joe H i g g i n s is doing t h e applique work on t h e "square" which the Wilson s o c i e t y w i l l f u r ‑
n i s h f o r the Niagara County H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y “Diamond Jubi lee Qui l t " . Joe has cut out v a r ‑
ious p ieces o f colored c l o t h to dup l i ca te t h e des ign o f t he Wilson Museum sketched by Carol
C. Smith. A f t e r t he p i e c e s are appliqued on t h e 1" square of mater ia l , Florence Schul tz
w i l l complete t h e s t i t c h i n g . The q u i l t p r o j e c t i s headed u p b y Ruth McKernan o f Newfane.

% He H KH H KH HH H HR HR H
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Roy Heidenfe ld t has donated a v a r i e t y of o l d t o o l s inc lud ing two barn augers; two corner
chizels; hand-made Trammel (1890) made by h i s fa ther ; three wood clamps; hand wrought hay
hook; p ipe p l i e r s ; te ther ing r i n g f o r horses (ca. 1890); s tee l monkey wrench; foundry
spoon; and 3x5 fl a g from fi r s t Red Feather Dr ive. Also on loan, an unused Faibanks-Morse
gaso l ine engine (ca.1918); and a h i g h pressure pump once used on a horse drawn spray r i g
owned by Henry Donner.

James DeLange, Newfane: Telephone book, e a r l y 1900's; and c o l l e c t i o n o f newspapers about
World War I and the assassination of Pres. John F. Kennedy.

Mrs. Henry M u l l e t t : Two feather hats, 3 straw hats, and 2 net h a i r coverings.
Stephen Sacca, Lockpor t : 1967 I m p e r i a l LaBaron hdr Chrys ler.
Gnostic Gui ld: Box of programs and records, a lso 5 "Wilson Crest" yearbooks.
Cynthia Wilson: Evening dress, and black turquoise brocade (1958).
Herber t Kahler, Newfane: Pudding steamer; Date box; Mud chains; T r a i n i n g yoke f o r oxen;

and handmade cabbage cut ter.
Beatr ice Rockwood: Black s a t i n beaded fi s s u e .
Melva B u l l , Néwfane: Large l i n e n luncheon c l o t h w i t h Scotch prayer crocheted around i t .
Mabel Wilson: Two photographs of L u l u Wilson, g rea t grandaughter of Reuben Wilson; and

Helen Knowles who donated her home on Young S t . to t h e Wilson Vo l . F i r e Co. No. 1. \
He He H H H HR H KH H HR H &

MUSEUM GREETERS FOR JULY-AUGUST:
In p resen t i ng t h i s l i s t o f hostesses f o r J u l y and August we are so r r y to have to announce

t h a t Margare t Wilson has decided to g i v e up t h e p o s i t i o n of Hostess Chairman. Wew i l l miss
h e r month ly c a l l s as she has done a wonder fu l j o b over t h e p a s t two years . Mar ie t ta Good‑
man w i l l r e p l a c e Mrs. Wilson, and we're sure s h e ' l l continue the good work.

J u l y 4th, Leonard and Marion Tabor; J u l y 11, Donna P e t t i t and Mary Hoople; J u l y 18th,
W i l l i am and Maxine Jones; J u l y 25th, Clarence and Lucy Monroe.

Aug. I s t , "Chuck" and Marion Campbell; Aug. 8th, Ron and Bernice Swick; Aug 16th, Howard
Hunter and daugh te r, Kalene; Aug. 22nd, A r c h i e and Z i l p h a P e t t y ; and Aug. 29th, F l o s s i e
L o r t z and Mar ie Getman.

H% He H KH H H HR H H H H
GRADUATE HONORED:

Mark Wi l tse, son o f M r. and Mrs. Donald Wi l t se , r e c e i v e d r e c o g n i t i o n F r i d a y, June kth, a t
Class N i g h t as r e c i p i e n t of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y award to the outstanding student
in American H i s t o r y . He was presen ted w i t h a check f o r twenty fi v e do l la rs .

% He He HR He HH KR KR RH H H
RECENT NEW MEMBERS:

W ea r e pleased t o welcome, o n b e h a l f o f t he Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty, the l a t e s t new
members in the s o c i e t y : Cindy A l b r i g h t Townsend, Lewiston; Merton and L i l l i a n Evans, Ran‑
somvi l le; a l so Raymond and Lor ine A l l g e i e r , Donald and Ruth Weaver, David Secor, and Mary
C leve l y, a l l f rom Wilson. Also Mrs . Frances Cone o f Pav i l i on .

New Junior members include, Thomas Beat ty of Buffalo; Maren and Bradley Robinson, Lockpor t ,
and B r e t t S ippe l of Wilson.

He H HH HH H H HH H ‘
CHANGING TIMES: Today, when a l i t t l e o l d l a d y s i t s at a sp inn ing wheel...she's at Las Vegas.
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SOCIETY ‘ACTIVITIES FOR JULY-AUGUST:
Trustees w i l l meet at t he museum, J u l y i l j t h , at 8:00 PM.
Eleanor Myers, Tour Chrm., i s a r r a n g i n g f o r a bus_tour t oMumford, Saturday, J u l y 2lith, t o

v i s i t t h e Genesee Country Museum. Eleanor must have reservat ions by J u l y 12th in order to
determine if we can reserve a bus. Admission is $5.00 and bus f a r e would be approximately t h e
same, W i l l leave Wilson museum at 8:00AM and r e t u r n about 6:00PM. Picnic tab les a r e on t h e
grounds, a l s o a snack b a r. A covered wagon is ava i lab le f o r those who do n o t care to walk..

"Flea Market" w i l l be he ld on museum grounds Sunday, August I s t , f o r b e n e fi t of members who
helped w i t h t h e annual "Country F a i r " , B e t t y Stimson is in charge of t h e event which w i l l
be he ld from 11:00 to 5:00PM.

Gwen Heidenfeldt w i l l c h a i r t h e Annual P icn i c to be h e l d in t h e museum, Sunday, August 8 th
at 12:30 Noon. Everyone is asked to bring a generous d i s h to pass, and meat and beverages
w i l l be furnished. B r i n g t a b l e s e r v i c e f o r y o u r f a m i l y. As in p a s t years , members of t h e
"over e i g h t y s e t " w i l l be i n v i t e d as guests of honor. Entertainment is p lanned,

Trustees w i l l meet at the museum, August 11th, at 8:00PM.
eH He H HM HH H H H H H KH *

CARS TO BE EXHIBITED:
Bob Rose, Chrm. of the Transpor ta t ion B u i l d i n g , has announced t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g w i l l be

open to v i s i t o r s Sunday af ternoons f rom 2-PM f rom J u l y l t h th rough August 29th.ee#eHHHMH H H H H H HXRX
OFFICERS ELECTED:

The f o l l o w i n g o f fi c e r s were e l c t e d a t t h e June meet ing and w i l l serve u n t i l June, 1983:
D r . John Argue, Pres . , A r thu r Schnoor, 1 s t Vice-Pres., Norm MacAskil l , 2nd Vice-Pres., Judy
zauner, Rec. Sec., F l oss i e Lo r t z , Cor. Sec., and M i l l i e Croop, Treas.

% e H HR HM KH HR HR HR H H
Three trustees were elected to serve u n t i l June, 1985 as fo l l ows : Helen Borngraeber,

K a r l S . Wr igh t , and E lw in Upton.
% + &€H HH& HHHHH&H KH

S i x new committee chairmen take o f fi c e t h i s y e a r i n c l u d i n g , N e t t i e Stimson, 1983 "Country
Fa i r " ; Faye P ise l l o , L i b r a r y ; Whitney Barnum, Nominations; Ruth P h i l l i p s , Refreshments;
Mar ie t ta Goodman, Sunday Hostesses; and Win i f red Fischer, "Ways & Means",

% e H H H MH H HR H HR H
The Wilson Soc ie ty has functioned w e l l because of i t s committees who " g e t t h e j o b done".

This year several chairmen who performed except ional ly w e l l decided to step aside and take
a we l l earned rest . Weextend our sincere thanks to Sue Toenniessen, Dorothy Lor t , Mar ie t ta
Goodman, Margaret Wilson, B i l l and Peg Fr i t ton , and Ed and Eloise Culverwell.

% # 4H HH HH H H H KH H &
IN MEMORIAM:

Genevieve E. Keers, 83, was found dead at her Harbor S t . home, Tuesday, June 8th, f o l l o w i n g
a l o n g i l l n e s s . She was a l i f e l o n g r e s i d e n t and daughter o f Timothy and Flora Hur lbu r t Wilson.
She is survived by her daughter, Mrs. Paul (Ann) Nelson, Westchester, Pa.3; two brothers,
Walter Wilson of Wilson, and Stewart M. Wilson of Rochester; a lso several nieces and nephews.
She was a r e t i r e d teacher of the Newfane Cent ra l School and a member of Exley United Methodist
Church, N.Y. S t a t e Teachers Association, and Wilson H is to r i ca l Society. The soc ie ty extends
sincere condolences to a l l members of h e r f a m i l y.

* + H# & KHH H iH H iH iH
SUCCESSFUL PIG ROAST:

Weunderstand t h e p i g roas t at t h e June meet ing was a happy occasion, in s p i t e of showers,
w i t h about 90 in attendance. Dorothy Linnabery has p r o v i d e d a good m i x of educational as w e l l
as f u n programs throughout t h e y e a r making us wonder, "what's coming up n e x t ? " ,

Those o f y o u who heard George Bray a t a recent meet ing m i g h t w i s h t o a t t e n d t h e p r e - r e v o l u ‑
t i o n a r y war encampment at F o r t N iagara J u l y 10 th and 11th. C o l o r f u l French, B r i t i s h , Ind ian,
and Colon ia l costumes w i l l be worn by bo th men and women w i t h "attacks" on the F o r t scheduled
each day a t 2:00PM. This could b e a n i n t e r e s t i n g f o l l o w u p t o Col . Bray's t a l k i n Wilson.

% He e H H KH H KH H H H &
CLASS REUNION:

Eleven members of t h e Class of 1932, Wilson H igh School, attended t h e i r 50th reun ion at
t h e V i l l a g e Tavern, Olco t t , on June 5th. Assembled w i t h t h e i r husbands and wives were Whitney
Barnum, President; Helen Stevens, Vice-President and Salutatorian; Ronald Swick, Secretary;
N e l l i e Blake Rohr; Donald Canfield; James Canfield; Kenneth Gi f fo rd ; E l o i s e Smi th C u l v e r ‑
w e l l ; Dorothy Swick Halstead; M a r j o r i e Swick Sweet; and Mary Van Wagoner A l l s te in , J u n i o r
Class Advisor. Deceased members of the c lass a r e Verna A l b r i g h t , Dorothy Haner (Treasuer~=
Valedictorian), V i r g i l Bowersox, Herbert Swick, and Ronald Teague.

Members unable to a t t e n d were: Ruth A l l g e i e r Pasel, I d a Mae Patterson Fesmire, Navarre
Foster, Nina Truesdale Nichols, Donald Hayden, Maurice Upton, and Senior Class Advisor,
Mae Snyder Wilson.

% H € HH HR H HR MH HR HH H
CABOOSE LOOKS GREAT:

While o n a recent t r i p t o South Dakota w e heard many r e p o r t s o f r a i n y weather i n New York,
so we h a r d l y expected B u r t Jennings would have t h e caboose p a t n t e d when we r e t u r n e d home.
M i l l i e was so a t t r ac ted by the new p a i n t j o b she almost d rove o f f t he road l o o k i n g a t i t when
she passed t h e museum. B u r t probably d i d n ' t know h e r f a v o r i t e c o l o r is r e d .

H 4 H HW HM HR H H HR 4 KH
FINAL REMINDER:

If you a r e one of t h e few who have n o t renewed y o u r membership dues, you w i l l fi n d a s t a r
next to t h e address l a b e l on t h i s Newslet ter. Th is i n d i c a t e s t h a t no more l e t t e r s can be
mai led u n t i l y o u r dues a r e p a i d .

ee H H H HR HR KH H KR H
FOSSIL DEPOSITS y i e l d fi n e o i l . Which p roves t h e r e ' s no f u e l l i k e an o l d f u e l .

% He e H HM HM H 4H H H H



*CHOW-CHOW"s
It was way back in 192 when Ontar io Lodge #376, F&AM, of Wilson, presented the "Musical

Extravaganza", "“Chow-Chow" at t h e fo rmer Gem Theater. The names of t h e cast and o the r menm‑
b e r s of t h e musical b r i n g back memories of another d a y when t h e present o lder generat ion was
then k i c k i n g up t h e i r h e e l s as the younger genera t ion . How good is your memory?

The B a l l e t was composed of Esther Campbell, Donna G i l e s , Mi ldred Gnage, Frances Crossman,
I d a Mae Secor, and Helen Ward.

Show G i r l s were I rene Sherman, E m i l y Dennis, El izabeth Johnson, C la r i ce P e t t i t , Winifred
D u l i n , Grace Brown, Dorothy R i s e l e y , Catherine Shunnaham, A lber ta F a e r y, Penelope Ward, and
Genevieve Duxbury.

Debutants were E d i t h Wi lson, Nina M t , Pleasant , Drusul la Ward, Annabelle Duxbury, A l i c e
Nelson, Florence P a r t i n g t o n , Eleanor C a r t e r, and Marian Smithson.

Gentlemen of t h e Chorus were Fred Fens te r, Meredith Wolf , Douglas Grant , Howard Thurba,
C l i f f o r d Wilson, Norman T h i l k , Laurence Pease, Kenneth Langdon, Wesley Wilson, and Ralph
P i g g i n s .

The Cast of "Chow-Chow" was composed of Ly d i a B e r l i n , Mrs . J. Wol f ron, Mar jo r i e Moore,
Mrs . H a r r y C l a r k , Dorothy R i s e l e y, Mer ie Wi lson, Mrs . Dan ie l Ca r te r, Mrs. Henry Stockwel l ,
Mary B a i l e y , and Mi lbu rn Campbell.

Was i t r e a l l y 6 0 years ago?
* + *% % +

THUMBNAIL SKETCH:
Ernes t ine D i e t r i c k Walpole , d a u g h t e r o f I d a I s r a e l and Frank D i e t r i c k , is a r e t i r e d

e lementa ry school teacher a t Wi lson Cen t ra l School. She marr ied S t u a r t Wa lpo le , a r e t i r e d
rocke t techn ic ian f rom B u f f a l o , and t h e y had one son, Randy S t u a r t Walpo le , a Pharmacist f o r
Revco Drugs in Richmond, Va .

Ernestine's ancest ra l roots go back to Grammow, Germany, where h e r gegegegrandfather,
Johann Jacob S t o f f e r Drewes was b o r n in 175. Her mother, I d a I s r a e l , was the daughter of
Charles and Ernest ine (Lehsten) I s r a e l of t he Bray ley Road, Wi lson.

Ern ie 's son, Randy, has an i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r i c a l background. H i s g.grandfather, Thomas
Walpole, served on the b a t t l e s h i p s Brandywine and Stepping-stone d u r i n g the C i v i l War, and
he l a t e r became the 1 s t p a i d volunteer fi reman in the C i t y of Buffalo.

% & & & & %

NEW MEMBERS:
Wewelcome o u r l a t e s t new members, Russel l and Doro thy U r t e l o f Lockpor t ; Helen Ward of

Midd lepor t ; and Miss Judy Barnum of Barker. The s o c i e t y now has a t o t a l o f 630 p a i d members.* © & & & *
198, ATTENDANCE: . ot

Al though the museum was closed on Sunday afternoons d u r i n g J a n u a r y, February, and March,
hostesses welcomed 721 v i s i t o r s in 1984. Th is does no t inc lude an estimated 2,000 people
who toured the museum d u r i n g the annual "Count ry F a i r " .

x + & & & &
PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY:

Elwin Upton w i l l be the guest speaker at the regu la r meet ing Monday evening, February 17th
at 7:30 PM. The t o p i c f o r h i s discussion w i l l be " B u i l d i n g D o l l Housing and Furnishings."
A native of Wilson, Elwin has made an interest ing hgbby of h i s c r a f t , and the meeting should
hold spec ia l i n t e r e s t f o r everyone.

Margaret Wilson has announced t h a t refreshments w i l l be served a f t e r t h e program by Rena
Rohr ing , Chrm., Marion P e t t i t , and Marga re t Moyer.* & & & &
CALENDAR:

Feb. 7th: F a i r Comm. M e e t i n g , home o f L o i s Barnum, Chrn . , 2804 Maple R d . , 7:00PM.
Feb. 13th: Trustee M e e t i n g , Medical Associates O f fi c e , 00 Lake S t . , 8:00PM
Feb. 18th: Regular Month ly M e e t i n g , Museum, 7:30PM.

* + %*& & &F

"COUNTRY FAIR". UPDATE: ;
L o i s Barnum, Gen. Chrm., h a s c a l l e d f o r a m e e t i n g o f a l l " C o u n t r y F a i r " Chrm., a t h e r home

on Maple Rd . , Thursday, Feb. 7 t h , a t 7:00PM. T h i s w i l l be an i m p o r t a n t p l a n n i n g sess ion , and
she hopes everyone w i l l make a s p e c i a l e f f o r t to a t t e n d .

The recent d r i v e t o g e t f r e e 30-cup p e r c o l a t o r s f r o m Maxwell House b r i n g s t o mind t h e World
War II song , "We d i d it be fo re and we c a n do it a g a i n . " Spearheaded by N e t t i e St imson, an a d ‑
d i t i o n a l 150 p l a s t i c tops were rounded up in t ime to meet the Dec. 31st dead l ine . Now the
s o c i e t y w i l l have two new percolators--thanks to Maxwell House.

Recent i n j u r i e s have no t prevented Florence Schul tz f r om announc ing t h a t a new "Log Cabin
Quilt" w i l l be completed f o r t h e Memorial Day F a i r . L i k e the t h r e e musketeers, F lo rence , B e t t y ,
and B e r y l , have c o n s i s t e n t l y been t h e nucleus f o r a successful q u i l t i n g p r o j e c t over t he p a s t
12 yea rs . Other p r i z e s to be awarded w i l l i nc lude a crocheted d o l l by B e t t y St imson, a woven
loom p l a c e mat by Winnie F i sche r, a bat tery-operated p e n c i l sharpen e r , k n i f e set , and Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y R e c i p e Book.

The request f o r used r e f r i g e r a t o r s i n l a s t month's newslet ter brought i n s t a n t r e s u l t s . Three
were o f f e r e d by Doro thy T r a c e y , Anna Mae Nev ins , and N e t t i e Stimson. As o u r Junior Members
m i g h t s a y, "Coo l , man".

x % * & & *
HAPPY BIRTHDAY:

O n Feb. 18, 1879, I d a R o h r i n g E r i o n was b o r n o n t h e Bray ley Rd . , Wi lson. She w i l l c e l e ‑
bra te h e r 106th b i r t h d a y t h i s month a t t h e Newfane Nurs i ng F a c i l i t y where she res ides . The
Wilson H i s t . Soc. wishes i t s o l d e s t h o n o r a r y member a pleasant and memorable b i r t h d a y .

x & & He H

THE JANUARY MEETING was cancelled by t h e Blizzard of '85.
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THE OLD PAVILION:
Sandra Tatman, Architectural L i b r a r i a n f o r t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a "Athenaeum", r e c e n t l y r e ‑

quested confirmation t h a t a p a v i l i o n and b o a t l a n d i n g once ex is ted on t h e "Tuscarora River"
near Wi lson. Accord ing t o h e r , H a r r i s o n A l b r i g h t , a P h i l a d e l p h i a A r c h i t e c t , i s credi ted i n
t h e "Ph i l ade lph ia Real Estate Record and Bu i lde r ' s Guide, September 24, 1890", as hav ing de ‑
signed t h e structures, however, she could fi n d no mention of a "Tuscarora" r i v e r in an A t l a s .

Lake I s l a n d Park was opened in 1849 a l o n g t h e West Branch of t h e 12 Mi le Creek--so named
because t h e mouth of the r i v e r is 12 m i l e s east of F o r t N i a g a r a . The opening celebration i n ‑
cluded a Parade of Boats from which Luther Wilson, in a g a i l y decorated barge , poured water
i n t o t h e creek and re-christened it t h e "Tuscarora R i v e r " . The name, suggested by Jake M i l l e r ,
d e r i v e d from t h e f a c t t h e source of i t s headwaters o r i g i n a t e d in t h e Tuscarora Ind ian Reserve.

The p a r k lands were acquired in t h e l a t e 1800's by W. N. H a r r i s and D r . T. C. Walton., and
one of the fi r s t developments was a 0x70 f o o t p a v i l i o n which was fi r s t named the "Garden
Opera House". F o r many years i t was popu la r l y known as t h e "Pav i l ion" and several o l d photos
show scenes taken by i t i n c l u d i n g one of the Island Park Band. A co lo r l i thograph p r i n t in
the Wilson Museum shows the p a v i l i o n and other harbor scenes a s painted from the a r t i s t ' s
memory«

Bessie Crawford, born in 1888, has been spending the summer on "Sunset Is land, h e r Wilson
home f o r over seventy years. She r e c a l l s t h a t h e r parents took h e r to the park when it was
opened i n 1489 where she was awarded fi r s t p r i z e f o r b e i n g the p r e t t i e s t baby ‘present. A s

a young g i r l she attended many dances at the Pavilion and remembers the b u i l d i n g w e l l . .She
sa id there was a r a i l i n g a l l around the structure which had openings on three sides. A band
stand was b u i l t i n o n the south s ide, a l so a smal l b u i l d i n g w i t h porch r o o f from whence pop=
corn, s o f t d r i nks , and candy were dispensed. On the nor th , steps extended across the f r o n t
and l e d to the r i v e r where a pretent ious boa t land ing was constructed. The p a v i l i o n , re f resh ‑
ment stand, and l a n d i n g dock were a l l l i g h t e d b y kerosene lamps w i t h r e fl e c t o r s . The o l d
p a v i l i o n was a r c h i t e c t u a l l y b e a u t i f u l , and f o r many years , a center o f a t t r a c t i o n f o r t h e
thousands of v i s i t o r s who came to Wi lson.

The well-known "Tuscarora Club" was b u i l t around t h e o r i g i n a l p a v i l i o n , and t h e Tuscarora
Park Association was set up in 1922. Roads and l o t s were l a i d out by the Har r i s A rch i t ec t ‑
u r a l fi r m o f Buffa lo i n c l u d i n g a 9 Hole g o l f course. A r t Ness, a member o f t he Wilson H i s t .
S o c i e t y, managed the Associat ion f o r 26 y e a r s , and when it was d iso lved t h e Town of Wilson
assumed maintenance and care of t h e roads. in 1979 t h e "TI" Club was burned down in a con=
t r o l l e d fi r e by members of the Wilson and O l c o t t Volunteer F i r e Companies. The home of F loyd
and Mary Clark now stands on t h e s i t e .He+ + & K H & # KHKFHRF
COMMITTER CHAIRMEN PLEASE NOTE:

The trustees wish t o r e - i t e r a t e t h a t committee chairmen a r e urged t o a t tend a l l t rustee
meet ings which are h e l d on Wednesday even ings p r i o r to r e g u l a r monthly meet ings , Po l i c i es
and procedures are discussed at t h e t rus tee meet ings and your i n p u t and suggestions are
needed i f t h e s o c i e t y i s t o f u n c t i o n e f f e c t i v e l y .x + & € & & € € OHH HFOF
PROMINENT SON:

™homas K . S i n g e r , son o f Grace S i n g e r and t h e l a t e Harold S i n g e r o f Wilson, has been
elected president o f the Ka iser Aluminum In terna t iona l Corporat ion. Tom graduated from Wilson
Central School in 1950 and the U n i v e r s i t y of Pennsylvania in 1954. The S i n g e r s have fi v e
c h i l d r e n and b o t h Tom and h i s w i f e , Jacquel ine, a r e L i f e Members of t h e Wi lson H i s t . S o c i e t y.“ o e * & & eH HO HO HK HH RO KOCU

VOLUNTEERS IMPORTANT:
According to a recent p o l l , n e a r l y 70 m i l l i o n American a d u l t s donate t ime and energy to

h e l p out in t h e i r l o c a l commnit ies. Th i s i n c l u d e s services to h o s p i t a l s , fi r e companies,
the handicapped, recreat ional programs, h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t i e s , churches, sen io r c i t i zens , e tc .
The on ly pay received by volunteers i s t h e personal sa t i s fac t i on they ge t f rom t h e i r accom=
plishments andof b e i n g of service to o the rs . (Th ink of t h e money we'd save if we could have
volunteers r u n n i n g the government.)

ee Ke He He H H HK H HR HK
BON MOT:

Congressmen should be p a i d on a commission b a s i s - - a percentage on what they save t h e
taxpayers.

ee & # H H KH H H HR H &
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS: .
N e t t i e St imson: L o c k p o r t Red Stamps Book; Two o l d Wilson Matchbooks; "Let 's d ine out f o r

d i n n e r in Western NY-19L9"; "True Mar r iage Guide (1896); Telephone directories, '36,'37,'50,751
Gre ta D u r f y Grossman, F l a : Hand carved "Loon" made by Wal te r. Wilson from 1870 Wilson P i e r .
D r . John Argue: Two R a i l r o a d Lanterns marked NYCentral, a l s o l a r g e R.R. O i l i n g Can.
Leona Beute l : Wilson Owls, '29,'31,& 1930; a l s o Wi lson "Jack-O-Lantern", Vo l . I
Donald Siever t , Ransomvil le: Peach Grader and Plat form Scales t h a t belonged to H. K r u g e r .
Roland Hard ing: B a r r e l Hoop in good cond i t ion .
Herb Kahler, Newfane: Suaerk rau t Tamper made by W i l l i a m Kah le r.

H oe H H RH HR H H HR H &
MUSEUM HOSTESSES FOR SEPTEMBER:

M a r i e t t a Goodman, Chrm., has announced t h a t Sunday a f te rnoon gree te rs w i l l be as fo l l ows :
Sep t . 5th, Jean Hayes and L a r r y Halstead; S e p t . 12th, Dora and W i r t Wakeman; S e p t . 19th,
Ruth and Bob Thomas; and S e p t . 26th, Sue and D i c k Schu l t z .

% oe H R HH H HR HR H HH H
DEDICATION PLANNED PRIOR TO REGULAR MEETING:

Jan Spor leder, H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s Chrm., has announced t h a t a sho r t ceremony to dedicate t h e
new Randal l Rd. Cemetery Marker w i l l p receed t h e r e g u l a r meet ing, Monday, Sep t . 20, at 7 PM.
Abandoned many y e a r s ago , t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c i e t y managed to i d e n t i f y some of those interred
and p lace the i r names on the marker. Among them is Asa Randal l a f t e r whom t h e road was named.

Following t h e ceremony, the r e g u l a r mee t i ng w i l l f e a t u r e t h e "H is to ry of Clocks", and w i l l
b e p r e s e n t e d b y "Chuck" Horton, guest speaker.

Ruth P h i l l i p s , Refreshment Chrm., f e e l s it m i g h t be n i c e to "ac t i va te " some of t h e men, so
in Sept . the committee w i l l c o n s i s t of Esther and Haro ld A l b r i g h t , Nancy and Bernie Kent, and
Bernie and "Chuck" Messersmith.
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MUSEUM EXHIBITS PLANNED:

The Sep t . -Oc t . e x h i b i t w i l l i n c l u d e a d i s p l a y o f o l d c l ocks and t ime p i e c e s . The museum
committee w i l l meet Aug. 30, a t 10 AM to s e t up t h e d i s p l a y and would apprec ia te h e l p f rom
t h e membership. If you have p i e c e s to d i s p l a y p lease submit them to e i t h e r L o i s Jenn ings ,
museum Chrm., or Eleanor: Myers be fo re or on t h a t d a t e . A s p e c i a l h o l i d a y e x h i b i t is p lanned
f o r Nov. and Dec., b u t t h e museum w i l l be closed to v i s i t o r s on Sunday afternoons d u r i n g the
w i n t e r months o f January, February, and March. T h i s a c t i o n was approved by the trustees at
t h e Aug. 11 t h meet ing because o f weather c o n d i t i o n s and t h e d e s i r e t o conserve f u e l costs.
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IT COULD BE WORSE: |

1982 has been a good year to complain about t h e weather, which reminds us t h a t th ings are
never so bad they couldn' t be worse. Some of Wilson's pioneers must have been p r e t t y d i s ‑
couraged when, having ha rd l y had t ime to a d j u s t to the ravages of the War of 1812, were faced !
w i t h the infamous "year wi thout a summer" in 1816.

Old c l ipp ings revea l t h a t January and February were so m i l d t h a t year people al lowed t h e i r
wood fi r e s to go out except f o r cooking meals. In March and A p r i l as the days grew l o n g e r
the a i r became co lde r, and in May snow or s l e e t was repo r ted on 17 days. In June the re was
f r o s t or snow on every day but three, and it was recorded as the coldest month ever expe r i ‑
enced i n t h i s l a t i t u d e . O nJu ly l t h a quarter o f a n i n c h o f i c e was repor ted o n lakes and
streams in New England, and then to everyone's s u r p r i s e August was even worse. An i t e m in
t h e "Klizabeth Pioneer" s t a t e d t h a t “ i c e to rmed n e a r l y an i n c h t h i c k and k i l l e d every g reen
t h i n g i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ,

I n 1817, c o r n t h a t had been saved f r o m t h e 1915 ha rves t was s o l d f o r $10 a bushel and was
o n l y used f o r seed. It was repo r ted t h a t thousands of people would have per ished in 1816
had it n o t been f o r the abundance of w i l d game.

I t was be l ieved t h a t t h e e r u p t i o n o f M t . Temboro in t h e Dutch East Ind ies spread ash a l l
ove r t h e w o r l d and was t h e cause f o r t h e unusua l l y c o l d weather. I f t rue , recent e rup t i ons
of Mt . Helens and o t h e r s in Mexico and i n d o China may have contr ibuted to the co ld wet s p r i n g
of '82, however n o t h i n g exper ienced t h i s y e a r cou ld be compared to what Wi lson's p ioneers
must have gone through in t h e year 1816,
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RECENT NEW MEMBERS:

The s o c i e t y welcomes t e n new members who j o i n e d d u r i n g t h e p a s t summer, Mary Swann A l l g e i e r.
of Flor ida; Gerald Rodney, T l l i n o i s ; Mary Ba r t z , Java V i l l a g e ; M r. & Mrs. John Cianchet t i ,
Ransomville; and Gregory and Dena Mandeville, Wilson. ,
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VISITORS IMPRESSED:

A bus load of s e n i o r c i t i z e n s f rom t h e Town of Niagara, accompanied by Marv in Hinchbarger
and Te r r y Lasher, v i s i t e d t h e museum on August 9th where they enjoyed a bag l u n c h and co f fee .
They seemed d e l i g h t e d w i t h t h e k i t c h e n d i s p l a y s which many s a i d b rough t back memories o f b y ‑
gone y e a r s . Some p l a n t o r e t u r n w i t h r e l a t i v e s and f r i ends . M i l l i e Croop served a s hostess.
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EXCELLENT JOBs

Photo Chrm, Edna Robinson, has assembled about t h r e e albums of p i c t u r e s taken of current
soc ie ty a c t i v i t i e s . A l l a r e t a s t e f u l l y mounted and i d e n t i fi e d , and the album covers are b e ‑
i n g a t t r a c t i v e l y l e t t e r e d b y h e r son, G a r y .
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WINS TROPHY:

Doc Argue drove away w i t h 3rd p r i z e a t a recent Nat iona l Showing o f antique P ie rce Arrow
cars h e l d i n Niagara F a l l s r e c e n t l y. Entrees were d r i ven i n from a s f a r away a s the Sta te
of Washington which says a l o t f o r t h e q u a l i t y and endurance of t h e l u x u r y cars which were
once assembled at a p l a n t on Elmwood Avenue, Bu f fa lo , N.Y.
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IF ALL the world's economists were l a i d end to end they wouldn' t reach a conclusion.

( R a r m e r t e A t m a n a n r )
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POTTERY EXPERT: ;
Cdrl Ludwig Mehwaldt operated a p o t t e r y works in Be rho l t z across f rom t h e s i t e of "Das

House", t h e German H e r i t a g e Museum operated b y t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f N o r t h German S e t t l e ‑
ments i n Western New York . F o r about f o r t y y e a r s , Mehwaldt made p o t t e r y f o r l o c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n
f r o m t h e r e d coarse c l a y wh ich h e found i n n e i g h b o r i n g fi e l d s . Today, examples o f h i s a r t i s ‑
t i c work a r e scarce because redware was r e l a t i v e l y s o f t and porous and a f t e r b e i n g baked i n
a k i l n , sha t t e red e a s i l y .

Some o f t h e t h i n g s made b y Mehwaldt i nc luded m i n i a t u r e t e a sets, smal l t o y animals, m i x i n g
bowls, bread t rays , i n k stands, and b u t t e r c rocks . Most o f h i s work was uns igned a l though he
sometimes scratched an "M" on a few s p e c i a l p i e c e s . Though v e r y ra re , a few examples of h i s
work may y e t b e seen a t t h e German H e r i t a g e Museum a t B e r g h o l t z , t h e B u f f a l o and E r i e County
H i s t o r i c a l Museum, and t h e S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y Museum i n A lbany.

I n t e r e s t in C a r l Mehwaldt, t h e P o t t e r, is he igh tened by t h e f a c t t h a t two of h i s descendents
a r e members o f t h e Wi lson S o c i e t y, W i n i f r e d F i s c h e r, and h e r d a u g h t e r, S h i r l e y F i s c h e r Novak.
Winnie a l s o has seve ra l p i e c e s o f t h e p o t t e r y made b y h e r g r e a t g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r.
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
Herbe r t Kahler, Newfane, has donated a Broad Ha tche t and Fisher-Pr ice Donald Duck p u l l t o y

made about 1930.
M i l l i e Croop has donated an assortment of C o l l a r s and C u f f s i n c l u d i n g 1 pique c o l l a r and

c u f f se t and a square c o l l a r w i t h c u f f s of cutwork l i n e n .
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NEW PLAQUE DONATED:
A b l a c k walnut plaque c o n t a i n i n g t h e names o f a l l Town o f Wilson H i s t o r i a n s has been g i v e n

t o t h e Wi lson Museum b y Whitney Barnum, a t rus tee o f t h e S o c i e t y. The plaque was fi n i s h e d f rom
a t ree t h a t g rew i n t h e l o c a l area.
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AN ALARMING INCIDENT:

Doc Argue has l e a r n e d t h e r e a r e b e t t e r p l a c e s to p u f f on a p i p e than under a smoke detec tor.
O n a recent t r i p , h e stopped t o see h i s nephew, Steve Argue, who i s i n t e r n i n g a t t h e Logans ‑
p o r t H o s p i t a l i n I n d i a n a . While v i s i t i n g w i t h Steve i n t h e h o s p i t a l w a i t i n g room, smoke f rom
Doc's p i p e s e t o f f a fi r e alarm, and be fo re l o n g t h e h o s p i t a l swarmed w i t h fi remen c a r r y i n g
fi r e e x t i n g u i s h e r s . W e venture t o say t h a t Doc's face may have been a s r e d a s t h e fi r e t rucks .
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THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

Gretchen Wright , daughter of K a r l and Gwen Wr igh t , graduated from Wilson Cent ra l School in
1953 where she was a member o f the Honor S o c i e t y, Senior Chorus, Science Club, L a t i n Club, and
Sigma Cappa Nu. She fur thered her education at Skidmore Col lege where she graduated as a
Music M a j o r. She mar r ied Walter Zeh and res ided a t Greenfie ld Center and had three sons, Ka r l ,
a graduate o f P la t tsburg Col lege; Arthur, who is a t t e n d i n g Albany Sta te Col lege; and Stan ley,
a student at Fulton-Montgomery Community C o l l e g e . Gretchen has been o r g a n i s t f o r t h e Un i t ed
Methodist Church a t Saratoga Spr ings f o r 2 5 years , and i s a lso i n the l e g a l a i d p r o f e s s i o n .
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MEMORIALS:

An oak l ec te rn has been acquired as a Memorial from Lorra ine and Paul Pasko in memory of
Doris and Mai t land Smith, former res idents of Wilson. M r. Pasko is t h e son of Rev. Judson
Pasko who served as pastor of t h e 1 s t B a p t i s t Church of Wilson th rough 1915-18, The l e c t e r n
was designed and b u i l t by Fenton Cole and fi n i s h e d by B u r t Jenn ings .

Memorials donated by f r i e n d s of t h e l a t e Doro thy T h i l k were used to purchase a r e p l i c a of
an 18th Century Cartographers' Cabinet which has been p l a c e d in t h e museum l i b r a r y .
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RECENT GUESTS:
The Wi lson Lakemen 4H Club v i s i t e d t h e museum on A p r i l 12th accompanied by t h e i r l eader,

Mrs. L inda Dav is . The youngsters appeared i n t e r e s t e d in a l l t h e e x h i b i t s and spent about two
hours examin ing e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e museum, ant ique c a r b u i l d i n g , and caboose.

D r . and Mrs . Harvey Slocum dropped by on May 7th w h i l e t o u r i n g scenes of e a r l i e r y e a r s . D r .
Slocum purchased t h e Pat terson home at 400 Lake S t r e e t where he hung out h i s " s h i n g l e " and
p r a c t i s e d h i s p r o f e s s i o n . H e was d e l i g h t e d t o see h i s o l d " s h i n g l e " mounted o n t h e w a l l b e ‑
nea th h i s pho to , and remarked t h a t he had wondered f o r a l o n g t ime what became of i t .
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PROGRAM FOR JUNE:

O n June 21st, a 125 pound p i g w i l l b e roas ted o v e r t h e fi r e and b e t h e center o f a t t r a c t i o n
a t t h e soc ie t y ' s " P o l i t i c a l R a l l y Dinner" w i t h Barbara Mosher, Jan Spo r l ede r, Bea Rockwood, and
Dorothy Linnabery shar ing r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e happy occasion. Members w i l l b e asked t o
e i t h e r cook, f u r n i s h , o r pay $3.50 p e r p e r s o nf o r t h e i r d inners . (Pr i ces a d j u s t e d f o r c h i l d r e n ) .

The menu w i l l cons is t of Roast Pork; Po ta to Salad; Dorothy L o r t ' s "Cookbook" Coleslaw;
k r n i e Walpole's "Cookbook" Applesauce; Fancy T a l l L a y e r Cake; and Root b e e r , Coffee, and Tea .
Everyone must f u r n i s h t h e i r own t a b l e s e r v i c e w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n s requ i red and i i m i t e d t o 120.
Don S i n c l a i r w i l l f u r n i s h t h e r o a s t i n g dev ice and a l s o a s s i s t .

The d i n n e r w i l l b e h e l d o u t s i d e , b u t w i l l b e i n t h e Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n B u i l d i n g i f weather i s
bad. It is suggested t h a t everyone en t e r i n t o t h e s p i r i t of t h e occasion and wear " fun"
campaign but tons , s logans, h a t bands, sashes, pemnants, etc.

Fo l l ow ing the dinner, the annual business meet ing w i l t be h e l d w i t h committee repor t s and
e l e c t i o n o f o f fi c e r s . Contact t h e above persons f o r reserva t ions or more in fo rmat ion .

H oe * H H H HH H
ATTEND THE "COUNTRY FAIR" on May 31st. P lan to f u r n i s h & h e l p . A successfu l f a i r depends on YOL
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PROGRESS IS WONDERFUL--thirty y e a r s ago o n l y hobos cooked t h e i r meals outs ide . - - S u n s h i n e
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PROMINENT POLITICAL LEADER:
A modest wh i te frame house on n o r t h Lake S t r e e t was once t h e home of one of t h e r o s t i n fl u ‑

e n t i a l senators t o serve i n t h e S t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e , E a r l W. Brydges. E a r l was born i n l i a g a r a
Fa l l s , May 25, 1905, and was educated i n t h e p u b l i c and p a r o c h i a l schools a s w e l l a s t h e U n i ‑
v e r s i t y o f B u f f a l o Law School and N iagara U n i v e r s i t y. I n 1926, a f t e r g radua t i ng f rom c o l l e g e ,
h e p r a c t i s e d law and became a sen io r member o f t h e fi r m o f O r r, Brydges, O r r and Dowd.

ne mar r ied the former Eleanor C. Mahoney, a l s o of Niagara F a l l s , and they made t h e i r home
Onn o r t h Lake S t . , Wilson, where they r a i s e d t h e i r seven chi ldren, Mary Lynn , Jerauld, E a r l
WeyJ%e, Dennis, Thomas, Wil l iam, and Marga re t .

M r. Brydges was v e r y a c t i v e in community a f f a i r s and served f o r many years on t h e Wilson
School Board. In 1941 he helped organ ize t h e Wilson L ion ' s Club and became i t s 1 s t Pres iden t .
He and h i s fam i l y were a c t i v e members of Our Lady of t h e Rosary Catho l ic Church, and h i s w i fe ,
Kleanor, served severa l y e a r s as Committee Chairman f o r l o c a l G i r l Scout Troop No. 1.

K a r l ' s p o l i t i c a l l i f e began on March 15, 194% w i t h a Republ ican Primary ' k i c k o f f ' d inner
h e l d a t t h e o l d Hub H o t e l o n Young S t r e e t . H e was e lec ted t o t h e S t a t e Senate i n t h e f a l l b y
a close margin, bu t in fo l low ing elect ions became one of the b igges t ' vo te -ge t te rs ' in Niagara
County. His sky-rocket ing career saw him in the p o s i t i o n of m a j o r i t y leader of the Senate in
1966 and one o f the most i n fl u e n t i a l l e g i s l a t i v e leaders i n the s t a t e ,

senator Brydges received wideaeclaim as a "great champion of education", and in 1954 the
N.Y.S. Teachers Associat ion presented him w i t h the A l f r e d E. Smith Award f o r "c lassic leader ‑
ship in the bes t i n t e r e s t s of education." ‘Ine k a r l w. Brydges L i b r a r y in Niagara F a l l s and
Lewiston A r t Park stand out as fi t t i n g memorials to him3 however many o t h e r f a m i l i a r l a n d ‑
marks in Niagara County were b u i l t d u r i n g h i s leadersh ip in the State Senate. Notable examples
are the Robert Moses Parkway, Niagara Expressway, LaSal le A r t e r i a l , Niagara F a l l s Convention
Center, Niagara County Community Col lege, Schoe l l kop f t Museum, and the Joseph Davis and wi lson
state Parks.

k a r l Brydges d ied o n Eas te r Sunday, March 30, 1975, b u t h i s engaging p e r s o n a l i t y and the
impact he had on h i scommuni ty and s ta te w i l l l o n g be remembered.
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THE nOAKIN' TWENTIES:

The y e a r 1922, f o l l o w i n g Wor ld War 1 , was t h e y e a r when t h e younger g e n e r a t i o n was b e g i n ‑
r i n g t o e x p e r i e n c e g r e a t changes i n t h e s o c i a l and economic l i f e o f America. I t was a p e r i o d
of r e b e l l i o n and new fads punc tua ted by "flaming y o u t h " , t h e "Charleston", sho r t s k i r t s ,
bobbed h a i r , o u i j a boards, and mahjong. The "Red P a t h Chautauqua" b rough t c u l t u r e to l o c a l
communities, and t h e Super Heterodyne Radio was America's newest t o y .

1922 was a lso the y e a r Wilson High School g radua ted e leven o f i t s fi n e s t young men and
women i n t o t h i s changing new wor ld . Seven of them met r e c e n t l y at t h e Sheraton I n n in Lockpor t
to observe the 60 th reun ion of t h e i r c lass, and no doubt many happy memories were shared f rom
t h e i r former school days. A t tend ing were Jean MacGregor B lech inger, Haze l Demming S a l i s b u r y,
Russel l Hurlburt , A r l i n e Car te r, Mar ion Shaw U t l e y , Helen Pease S a y e r, and Ly d i a 5 e r l i n
vouthard. Deceased members of t h e c l a s s a r e Wi l l i am VanKoughnet, Haro ld Mudge, C a r o l Thompson,
and Mabel P e r r y B r a d l e y.
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NONAGENARIAN BIDS FAREWELL:
Bessie DeNeau Crawford, a l i f e l o n g r e s i d e n t of Wilson, w i l l close t h e door on h e r "Sunset

I s l a n d " home f o r the l a s t t i m e t h i s October. Bess ie p l a n s to spend t h e w i n t e r in S t . Pe te r s ‑
b u r g , F l a . , and w i l l j o i n h e r daughter, Cleo, i n C a l i f o r n i a next s p r i n g .

The daughter of Joseph and i 1 l e n VanBuren Deneau, Bess ie 's e a r l y chi ldhood was spent at
t n e i r F e t t i t S t . home where she at tended t h e cobblestone elementary school and graduated from
Wilson High in 1906. She attended the Teacher's Tr a i n i n g Class and taught in v i c i n i t y schools
u n t i l 1915 when she mar r i ed Luther Reuben Crawford. When Lou passed away in 1966, Bessie con‑
t i nued to ma in ta i n he r home on the i s l a n d .

Her thorough knowledge of t h e is land 's e a r l y h i s t o r y was t h e bas i s f o r the soc ie t y ' s recent
publ icat ion, "The S t o r y of Sunset l s land" , and Bessie y rac ious ly consented to autograph two
dozen copies o f the book le t which w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e next spring a t a planned event.
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BON MOT:

L i f e i s f o r one g e n e r a t i o n ; a g o o d name i s fo rever. --Japanese proverb
H o e M o H H M O N a t e
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TAGGART & STEVENS:
I t would be in te res t ing to know how many ‘o ld t imers ' s t i l l l i v e in Wilson who remember the

o l d l a g g a r t and Stevens S t o r e t h a t was located across the r o a d from the p r e s e n t depot=-museum.
The store migh t w e l l have been designated a forerunner of o u r p r e s e n t one-stop shopping centers
Since it ca r r i ed a good supply of g e n e r a l merchandise, hardware, too ls , and B i r d s e l l wakons
along w i t h a v a r i e t y o f assor ted f r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s . I t a l s o had a restaurant t h a t featured
"Tip Top" bread and Morse's I c e Cream, and a meat market spec ia l i z ing in home cured hams & bacon.
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IN MEMORIAM:

l o u i s J. Schorb, 87, d i e d at Clearwater, Flor ida, September 13, 1982. He is surv ived by h i s
w i f e , Amanda Schorb, and s e v e r a l n ieces a n d nephews . s e f o r e he r e t i r e d to F lo r ida , mr. Schorb

was t h e owner o f Wilson's Posey Gardens in Wilson. He j o i n e d t h e Wilson His to r i ca l Society
in 1976 and contributed many valuable a r t i f a c t sto t h e museum collection. He was a member of
t h e Holy Name soc ie ty of Cecelia's Rk. Ce. C h u r c hat Clearwater, F lor ida.
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WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE ACTIVE:

Winnie Fischer, Chrm., reports t h a t ove r e i g h t y d o l l a r s was r e a l i z e d from the soc ie ty ' s
booth s e t up at t h e schnoor Corners F lea Market on Labor Day.

She also wishes to g i v e advance n o t i c e t h a t an e lec t ion day BAKE SALE w i l l be h e l d a t the
Town d a l l on November 3rd, s t a r t i n g at 10:00 AM. Please keep t h e d a t e in mind--especially if
you p l a n to f u r n i s h baked g o o d s . As in p a s t y e a r s , donations from out-of-town members w i l l be
é r a t e f u l l y accepted. You may m a i l y o u r contributions to M i l l i e Croop, treas.
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p leasure to welcome t h e fo l low ing new members: Ralph Young and Danny Young from
wilson; Ralph and Naomi beu te l Tompkins, Vero Beach, F l a . ; and Za r l , J r . and Martha Srydges,
Lewiston; a l so j u n i o r members, Diane Young, Courtney Brydges, Jason Brydges, K r i s ten Brydges,
and E a r l W. Brydges, I I I .
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THE MAILBAG:

Mary Cornell, Lancaster, Ca l . , w r i t e s t h a t temperatures were so h o t t h i s summer on the h i g h
desert t h a t water from t h e c o l d water tap was n e a r l y as h o t as water drawn from t h e h o t wa te r ’
tapee..eCommander Tommy Upton, Norfo lk , Va . , r e p o r t s t h a t he and h i s wi fe, Karen, a long w i t h
children Dana and Betheny, had a r e a l good t i m e when they v i s i t e d t h e museum in J u l y .
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TRUSTEE GETS RECOGNITION:
K a r l Wright has received a Cer t ificate of Recogn i t ion from the N . Y. S , A g r i c u l t u r e Dept ,

which identifies him as a Nominee f o r the New York Century Farm Award. Kar l ' s 1838 farm has
had "continual fam i l y ownership and opera t i on " . f o r over 100 years and has demonstrated the
"principles o f soundness and v i t a l i t y which are the foundations o f N.Y. States a g r i c u l t u r a l
g r e a t n e s s , " A s f a r a s may b e determined, the o n l y o t h e r residence i n the town o f wi lson t h a t
meets tnese q u a l i fi c a t i o n s i s the Lawrence Pease farm o n the Wilson-Burt Road.
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RECLNT ACQUISITIONS:

Ida sr ion, beloved centenarian member of the soc ie t y, has p r e s e n t e d two walking s t i c x canes
to the museum. The canes were owned by Richard Patterson and g i v e n to Seymour r i o n by him.

Janet Spor leder: o u n d L inen C l o t h w i t h wide band of l a c e (ca , 1900); C h i l d ' s shoes, and
wood Nesting Egg.

Ke J» D i r l i n g of Newfane: Adver t is ing B l o t t e r f o r Wilson Nurseries, Thomas Marks & Co.
Thelma Patterson, Ransomville: P i c t u r e of D i s t #3 Schoolhouse taken in 1915,
F e t t y Stimson: 1949-50 Telephone Book.
r a l p n and Naomi Tompkins, Verona Beach, F l a . : Sound Mirror-Magnetic Recorder w i t h Michro- \

puone and a c o u s t i c d e v i c e s , ( c a . 1 9 0 )
Norma ward: Dressmaking Dummy.
Marian Kobinson, Lockpor t : Wilson H i g h School "Wise O w l " ,
Mer le w i l t se : 1935 G i r l Scout Program; t i e c lasp; 1929 Palmer Method Lesson Book; 1935

Luray Cavern F o l i o Book le t w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t s about Presidents from Washington t o Herber t
Hoover; Negat ives of t h e Stone f a m i l y ; and 1933 Ch i l d ' s game s h e e t ,

Donated at F lea Market, Donor unknown: Razor Blade Sharpener and o l d Monkey w r e n c h ,
; % % H 4 4H &% RH HH H R

MUSEUM GREETERS FOR OCTOBER:
Mar ie t ta Goodman, Chrm., has announced t h a t hostesses f o r t h e coming month w i l l be as

fol lows: Oct. 3rd, Be t t y Stimson and Nancy Berryman; Oct . 10th, A l i c e and A r t h u r Davenport;
v e t . 17tn, Kaline, Kimber ly, and Howard Hunter; Oct . 2 t h , kmma Louand Dick Reppentine; and
Oct. 31st, xrnestine and S t u a r t Walpo le . (Stop b y o n t h e 31st and w i s h S t u a r t a Happy b i r t h d a y. )

Now, w i t h l o n g e r n i g h t s and co lde r days approaching, a l l hostesses should be sure to r e a d
the instructions on t h e v i s i t o r ' s desk and make an ex t ra e f f o r t to insu re t h a t a l l l i g h t s a r e
turned o f f , heat turned down, and doors locked when l a s t person leaves p r e m i s e s .

He 2 # 4 M&M 2H HM = He x

MUSEUM EXHIBITS;
A very in te res t ing co l lec t ion o f o l d clocks and timepieces a r e on disp lay through October,

thanks to the museum committee and Norm and Martha MacAskill who a r r a n g e d i t .
The November-Lecember e x h i b i t w i l l be b u i l t a round "Games and Toys" , and memberg a r e asked

to beg in g e t t i n g them together now so they w i l l be ava i lab le to the museum committee when they
meet November 1 s t at 10:00 AM. The game and t o y d i s p l a y w i l l be dismantled on January 3rd, and
no monthly exh ib i t s w i l l be p l a n n e d f o r t h e months of January, February, and March when t h e
museum w i l l be closed to Sunday afternoon v i s i t o r s . \

% HeeH% 0%He% HHBH+#
SIGN ONBUILDING IN YORK, PA: ‘the man who knows everyth ing has a l o t to learn .
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BARLY DAYS KEMEMBERED:
Ed Johnson has l i v e d in Wilson f o r about e i y h l y fi v e y e a r s and r e c a l l s t h a t t h e r e have been

a l o t o f changes i n h i s l i f e t i m e . I n h i s younger days t h e r e were n o paved roads and t h e ones
they had "were u s u a l l y a mess", b u t h e b e l i e v e s t h e t r e e s and b u i l d i n g s were much p r e t t i e r
then than they are t o d a y.

H e was r a i s e d o n Lake St ree t near t h e r a i l r o a d depot and used t o p l a y around t h e John M i l l e r
Cooperage. He attended t h e o l d red b r i c k Union School t h a t stood where the Town H a l l is now,
and rece i ved h i s r e l i g i o u s t r a i n i n g i n t h e b e a u t i f u l 1 s t B a p t i s t frame church which l a t e r
burned and was rep laced b y the present b u i l d i n g .

The church fi r e was one of many and i t was bel ieved t h a t a l l of them were se t . In those
e a r l y days t h e fi r e apparatus consisted of a push-car t and t h e fi r e s had to be f o u g h t by
"bucket br igades" . Needless to say, more structures were l o s t than saved. Ed was about 14 y r s .
o l d when t h e Sutherland H o t e l burned down, and it was loca ted where Hibbard's Custard Stand i s .
Another spectacular blazewas t h e Tower House Ho te l which was on the s i t e of t h e present S t .
Faul 's Lutheran Church.

E d remembers t h a t t h e Lake I s l a n d Park was a lways crowded, e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e days when t h e
Pioneer and Farmers P i c n i c s were h e l d . H e enjoyed w a t c h i n g t h e b a l l games and p r o w l i n g around
t h e o l d P a v i l i o n , and a l s o attended many of t h e performances in t h e A l b r i g h t Opewa House. One
show t h a t h e e s p e c i a l l y l i k e d was when a G l a s s B lower came t o town.

¥ d worked a t many t h i n g s d u r i n g h i s l i f e t i m e , and a s a youngster learned t h e Cooper t rade
In l a t e r yea rs ne was w e l l known f o r h i s hand-dug w e l l s and even dabbled in t h e worm bus iness .
He be l ieves t h a t hand dug w e l l s were much b e t t e r t h a n d r i l l e d w e l l s . The ones he dug were about
lh! in diameter and 12' o r more in dep th . He would genera l l y d i g down u n t i l water s ta r ted to
r u n i n t o the ho le and would stop d i g g i n g when t h e fl o w became too g r e a t . He would genera l l y
engage a Dowser to h e l p him fi n d t h e b e s t spot to d i g . A Dowser uses a forked branch which
w i l l t w i s t down at a spot where a good fl o w of water may be expected. Few persons have t h e
c a p a b i l i t y t o fi n d water i n t h i s manner. H d n e v e r had a w e l l cave i n o n him, b u t admits t h a t
he had several "close sqeaks", Many e a r l y w e l l s were l i n e d w i t h rocks--he used 4' t i l e on h i s .

%* + * * K€ & RHOF
CEMETERY MankKSR DEDICATED:

It is a sad i n d i c a t i o n of t h e t i m e s t h a t , e i t h e r t h r o u g h n e g l e c t or abandonment, many of t h e
formet b u r i a l grounds in N i a g a r a County have disappeared. The s i t e of one, however, w i l l be
remembered, thanks to t h e devoted perseverance of t h e l a t e Doro thy T h i l k .

Around the t u r n of t h e century, t h e HKandall Rd. Cemetery was abandoned and allowed to grow
over w i t h weeds and brush. To el iminate the apparent eyesore, the adjo in ing property owner
obtained permission to l a y the stones fl a t and cover them o v e r , Thus, f o r many years, i t s
loca t ion was known to very few people.

Mrs. Th i lk was determined t h a t the pioneers ‘ that were bur ied t h e r e would not be f o r g c t t e n ,
so she en l i s t ed the a i d o f the Town of Wilson, the Wilson His tor ica l S o c i e t y, and = i11 and
Ethe l S t rassburg , and managed t o make p o s i t i v e i d e n t i fi c a t i o n o f e i g h t o f the persons in te r red
there. It was impossible to loca te any records of the 12 or 1 persons believed buried the re .

Some of the fi r s t internments were made as e a r l y as 183 and included Asa Randall a f t e r
whom the road was named, h i s w i f e Mary Wi l l son Randall, and son, Asa Handall. Other stones
were located f o r Marion Parker, George Parker, Erminda Parker, Miron Morton, and Timothy
Bachelder. Names and dates were placed on a marker, and on Monday evening, Sept . 20th, Jan
Spor l ede r, Chrm. o f t h e H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s Committee, conducted a ded i ca t i on se rv i ce .

I t may b e no ted t h a t i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e Randal l R d Cemetery S i t e , t e n o t h e r markers have
been p laced s ince 1972 at h i s t o r i c s i t e s th roughout t h e town. Te s e inc lude t h e " B i l l y Sherman"
g r a v e s i t e ; t h e “ w i l s o n Land ing" s i t e ; " P o r t o f E n t r y " b y t h e boathouse; "Reuben wi l son Home"
o n Young S t ; " C o l l e g i a t e I ns t i t u te " b y Town H a l l ; "Tabor B r i d g e " o n Lake S t ; " w r i g h t Homestead’
on Danie l 's Rd; "Log Cabin" on Chestnut Rd; "Lawrence Pease" fa rm on Wilson=Burt Rd; and
the "Hojack Park" marker by t h e depot .

QUILT TO BE UNVEILED:
The N i a g a r a County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y "Diamond Jubi lee Qui l t" w i l l b e u n v e i l e da t t h e annual

d i n n e r meet ing o f the s o c i e t y which w i l l be h e l d a t t h e Farm and Home Center, F r i d a y even ing ,
October 22nd. Reservations f o r the d i n n e r w i l l be requ i red.

Each h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y i n t h e county w i l l b e i d e n t i fi e d o n t h e q u i l t b y a 1h" square sub‑
m i t t e d by them. Wilson's con t r i bu t i on was designed by Caro l C . Smith o f Pekin, appliqued by
Joe H i g g i n s , and sewn b y Florence S c h u l t z . B e t t y St imson and Florence Schul tz jo ined w i t h
l a d i e s f rom o the r soc ie t i es to do t h e q u i l t i n g . I t i s repo r ted to be excep t i ona l l y b e a u t i f u l .

x * # HF H KH H H H

OCTOBER PROGRAM:
Russe l l Hur lbur t , former owner o f t h e H u r l b u r t Cann ing Co. , w i l l be guest speaker a t the

October meet ing and the sub jec t of h i s t a l k w i l l be , "What f u n we had when we were young".
Ruth P h i l l i p s , Chrm. of t h e Refreshment Comm., repo r t s t h a t refreshments w i l l be served

a f t e r t h e m e e t i n g by Mar ion Campbel l , Chrm., "Chuck" Campbel l , Mary C l a r k , and Helen F r e n c h ,
% ¢ H & H KH H H KR

DATES TO REMEMBER:
October 6th: The Wi lson Branch o f I n t e r - C o m m n i t y H o s p i t a l a t Newfane w i l l h o l d t h e i r

annual card p a r t y a t t h e museum, Wed. even ing , a t 7:00 PM. There w i l l be
door p r i z e s and refreshments. Donations, $1.25

October 8th: The Daughtersof t h e American Revolut ion w i l l ho ld a luncheon meeting at t h e
museum, F r i d a y, at 12:30 PM.

October 1 3 t h ; There w i l l b e a mee t i ng o f t h e o f fi c e r s , t rustees, and committee chairmen
Wednesday e v e n i n g , at 8:00 PM.

October 18th: The r e g u l a r month ly m e e t i n g of t h e s o c i e t y w i l l convene at the museum, Monda;
evening, at 7:30 PM. Russel l H u r l b u r t w i l l be guest s p e a k e r,

* ¢ & & & & HR NM YXa Ww

WHEN YOUNG PEOPLE ge t married, they hope t h e i r parents w i l l be good supports about i t .
nw
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INTEREST IN GREENWOOD REVIVED:
The upkeep o f Greenwood Cemetery g o t a b o o s t r e c e n t l y when Harold Mosher, town s u p e r v i s o r,

proposed t h a t a vo lunteer Cemetery Adv i so ry Board be appointed to work w i t h t h e town board on
matters r e l a t e d to t h e maintenance of t h e cemetery. The committee as stands w i l l cons is t of
Jean F igu ra , Jane F igu ra , M o l l y Mar t i n , Ronald Mar t i n , Ruth Wilson, Barbara Mosher o r o thers
who they may d e s i g n a t e .

The fi r s t reference t o any b u r i a l s i t e i n Wi lson i s mentioned i n t h e " I l l u s t r a t e d H i s t o r y
o f Niagara County" which states, "The fi r s t depos i t o r y f o r t he dead near t h e v i l l a g e was made
i n 1812 o n t h e east end o f t h e p e n i n s u l a nor thwest o f t h e v i l l a g e . " Other e a r l y p ioneers
were b u r i e d in a p u b l i c cemetery at t h e p o i n t of t h e o l d B a t t e r y H i l l on West Young s t ree t
j u s t south east of 12 M i l e Creek. Th is cemetery was abandoned in 186 when.a two acre p l o t
was se t as ide on t h e Nathanie l Davis fa rm across t h e road from t h e present depot-museum. In
1872, when grad ing work was s t a r t e d f o r t h e Lake O n t a r i o Shore r a i l r o a d , the route was sur=
veyed to pass th rough t h e cemetery, so E l d e r t Dox, Dav id Barnum, and Harvey Johnson were
appoin ted Commissioners f o r Removal, and a l l persons i n t e r r e d were removed to Greenwood. A
scrapbook donated by Gertrude Loomis and Russel Sage ind i ca te t h a t the Greenwood Cemetery came‑
i n t o existence October 28, 1850, and we quote: "At a meet ing of the c i t i zens of the Town of
Wilson in the lower h a l l of the Seminary, Nathaniel Davis was cal led to the cha i r and aA. sane
som was chosen secre ta ry. A motion was made by H. B. Tabor accepting the o f f e r o f Lutner
wilson to the c i t i z e n s of the Town of Wilson of a c e r t a i n parce l of l a n d by forming ourselves
i n t o af associat ion, to be ca l led the Wilson Cemtery Assoc iat ion. " Tne mot ion was carr ied
and n i n e trustees were e lec ted by b a l l o t , Luther Wilsdn, Robert McChesney, Simon Sheldon,
Morgan Johnson, Cur t i s P e t t i t , John Onderdonk, Nathaniel Davis, Hiram B. Tabor, and Enoch
Pease. It was voted to hold meetings each year on the 4th Monday of October.

On December 11, 1855, the trustees appointed Alexander P e t t i t , Luther Wilson, and Luman
Case to l a y out the a l l e y ways, c lear some of t he t r e e s from the grounds, and erect a hearse
house. Three years l a t e r on December 20, 1858, t h e t rustees drew up a subsc r i p t i on to be c i r ‑
cu la ted among t h e d i f f e r e n t churches f o r t h e purpose o f r a i s i n g money t o erect a hearse house
and acquire a s u i t a b l e hearse. A t o t a l o f $382.25 was co l lec ted w i t h 203 persons making dona‑
t ions r a n g i n g from 50¢ t o fi v e d o l l a r s . The hearse house was erected o n the property l i n e b y
t h e ped.. e s t r i a n gate, and t h e hearse could b e h i r e d b y anyone who could prov ide a team o f
horses. Those who had donated t o w a r d i t s purchase could use i t f ree , otherwise t h e r e was a
charge o f two d o l l a r s . The e n t i r e cemetery was enclosed w i t h a whi te board fence, and a n
arch over t h e main entrance had the name Greenwood on i t . There were two wooden gates t h a t
were opened o n l y f o r fune ra l s or ho l idays , and pedest r ians walked through a double gate topped
b y a gab le type a r c h w i t h t h r e e s p i r e s .

The trustees kep t fi r m c o n t r o l over t h e cemetery--sometimes to t h e extreme. F o r instance,
on March 26, 1860, a r a t h e r remarkable mot ion was passed t h a t requ i red " A l l l o t s occupied and
n o t p a i d f o r be cleared of t h e bodies b u r i e d on s a i d l o t s un less l o t s be p a i d f o r by t h e fi r s t
of October n e x t . "

Several committees were appo in ted to p a i n t and r e p a i r fences and hearse house, t r i m trees
and take charge of p a t h s , dr iveways, and t o o l s . When l o t s were s o l d an a d d i t i o n a l charge was
made f o r a pe rpe tua l care fund which was used to pay t h e sextons $2.00 a d a y. A t one t ime
Henry Hutch ings and Wi l l i am Day dug t h e g r a v e s and mowed t h e e n t i r e cemetery w i t h two manu‑
a l l y operated lownmowers; and mowed t h e banks a long t h e h i l l t w i c e each summer w i t h scythes.

According to an i t e m in t h e “Wilson S t a r " on January 25, 1952, t h e cemetery was reorganizec
i n 1923. Wequote: " I n 1923, a t t e m p t i n g t o make a more workable o r g a n i z a t i o n , some r e s i d e n t s
(having no knowledge of t h e f o r g o t t e n corporation), a p p l i e d f o r and obtained a c e r t i fi c a t e of
inco rpo ra t i on , J u l y 2 , 1923. The cemetery was reo rgan izeda t t h i s t ime and i t seemed a l l was
w e l l . Some $7,000 was p u t i n t o a t r u s t fund w h i c h i s : s t i l l o n d e p o s i t i n a Lockpor t bank.
Unfor tunate ly, t h i s t r u s t fund cannot p rov ide enough i n t e r e s t to m a i n t a i n t h e g raves . " By t h e
1950's care o f t h e cemetery had become very d i f fi c u l t and a t t h e gene ra l e l e c t i o no f 1957
res iden ts voted to p lace the cemetery under t h e town's care.

The recent dec is ion t o appoint a n Advisory Board may b e a step i n the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n be~
cause it w i l l he lp focus a t t e n t i o n on problems r e l a t e d to t h e maintenance of t h e cemetery.
Now Greenwood Cemetery may once a g a i n resume i t s p l a c e in the community as a s u i t a b l e b u r i a l
g round f o r t he men and women who b u i l t t h e town, as w e l l as f o r those who w i l l j o i n them.

ee He H HR H HR H RH H KH
BON MOT:

I t a i n ' t the t h i n g s you don' t know what gets y o u i n t o trouble; i t ' s the th ings you know
f o r sure what a i n ' t so . - - - Q l d Negro say ing .
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SAILS VERSUS STEAM:
Mar ie t ta McClel lan Goodman's grandfather, Samuel McClellan, came from Scotland to America

i n the e a r l y 1800's b y s a i l i n g vessel, and t h e voyage took seven weeks and t h r e e days. When
heembarked,his brother, William, b i d h im good bye at t h e dock. When S a m e l a r r i v e d in New
York, Wil l iam was w a i t i n g there to g r e e t him--he had taken a steamship.

The McClel lan Road is named a f t e r t h e f a m i l y, and Mar iet ta 's fa ther, Alexander, was born
in the o l d McCle l lan home, the 1 s t house east o f Beebe Rd. on t h e n o r t h s ide .

HeHeH H HHH %HHHH H H
NEW MEMBERS:

Welcome George Gasior of Lockpor t and Lewis K. Brown of Binghampton, o u r l a t e s t new members.
%M% 4% 2% HH H MH H 4H H H

PERSONALS:
Mark Wi l t se is a t t e n d i n g S.U.N.Y. at Cor t land and wants to say " H i " to a l l h i s fr iends.He

says co l l ege l i f e can be l o n e l y sometimes, b u t m a i l f rom home and t h e "Newsletter" makes it
a l i t t l e b e t t e r. . . . . P a u l J . Harold, former Bray ley Rd. res ident , i s President o f t he P i t t s y l ‑
van ia H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty a t Chatham, Va. The s o c i e t y pub l i shes a n i n t e r e s t i n g n e w s l e t t e r
named "The Qu i l l Pen".. . . .Mary We i l e r l i k e s h e r new home in Rale igh, N.C., and would en joy
seeing t rave le rs f rom Wilson. Chr is Kelman can g i v e y o u d i rec t ions . . . . .Rober t and Adrienne
Gursk i of Pensacola, F l a . , a r e t h e p roud parents of a son, Anthony Edmund, b o r n Sep t . 10th.

He# * H H H HHH H H H
BURT'S CABOOSE:

Now t h a t Bur t Jennings has p a i n t e d t h e caboose and g o t t h e stove hooked u p , we wouldn't be
s u r p r i s e d t o fi n d him cooking u p a batch o f hobo stew one o f these days .

HM% He 0M* HH4H HFH H H
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Lyd ia Southard has donated a dress and b louse (ca . 1900), worn f o r t h e Wilson Centennial
Celebration, also a black crepe dress and s l i p (1932); 7 o l d Christmas ornaments; S a f a r i hat ;
3 men's dress shi r ts ; 2 col lars ; 2 b lack and wh i te bow t i e s ; and a pieced q u i l t made by her
grandmother, Lyd ia Tower Hamblin.

Mi ldred Lonsbery: P ic tu re postcards of Canal Locks; Olco t t Beach, East Cut on 12 M i l e
Creek, and Creekside; a l so B a r t l e t p r i n t of Canal Locks and miscellaneous newspaper c l i p p i n g s .

Wi l l i am saton, Bur t : Water pump (ca.1900) used f o r construction; Scale f o r weighing nuts
and bo l t s ; and hand pump f o r pumping water out of trenches.

Casper Schultz, Ransomville: 1915 S p l i t Bamboo F i s h i n g Pole, spare t i p s , and case; also
t i n . case w i t h d r y and wet fl y s , and Spoke Po in ter used f o r making wagon wheels.

Mabel Wilson: Photographs of D i s t . No. 6 schoolhouse, Randall Rd. and Townline Rds. Also
1929 program, "Zanders-Gump" presented by the Wilson Alumni Association.

Charles Seaman: Framed Frac tu r ( i n German) B i r t h C e r t i fi c a t e & Confirmat ion (1837-1851)
Anna Mae Nevins: V i c t o r i a n Piano S c a r f .
Janet S p o r l e d e r : white Cover let (ca. 1900), and l a d i e s straw h a t (ca. 1950).

He H 4H H MH H H RH HH KH
MUSEUM HOSTESSES FOR NOVEMBER:

M a r i e t t a Goodman, Chrm., has announced t h a t Sunday a f te rnoon gree te rs in November w i l l be :
Nov. 7th, E lw in and Garnet Upton; Nov. 1hth, S t u a r t and Ernest ine Walpole; Nov. 21st, A r t
and Kay Ness; and Nov. 28th, Ron and Judy Zauner.

eH oe He He H He H He KH H H
NOVEMBER MEETING:

Our guest speaker w i l l be Mrs. Jane Fie@ler of Cambria who w i l l speak on "Brick Kilns and
making B r i c k s " , Jane was at a prev ious m e e t i n g and spoke on t h e seven Sutherland sisters.

Refreshments w i l l be served by M a r g u e r i t e Geiser, Chrm., Jean Hayes, and Helen French.
HM KH eM H HM H HH H H H

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR:
Nov. 1 s t : Museum Comm. meet ing , Mon., 10 AM, at museum. Games and toys needed.
Nov. 2nd: Bake Sale, Tues., 10 AM, at Town H a l l . A l l Bake Sale i tems needed.
Nov. 10th: Officers , Trustees, and Comm. Chrm., Wed., 8 PM, at museum.
Nov. 15th: Month ly meet ing, Mon., 7:30 PM, at museum. Guest speaker, Jane Fiedler.
Nov. 18th: N i a g . Co. H i s t . Soc. meet ing, Thurs., 8 PM, N iagara S t . museum, Lockpor t .

D r . Argue, Pres. of Wi lson s o c i e t y w i l l be quest speaker.
H o e H H H MH K H H H H H H H H H %

SEARCH FOR HYMNAL:
Pear l Spears of Lockport is t r y i n g to l o c a t e a copy of an o l d hymnal t h a t was used in the

Wilson schools in t h e 1930's. Morn ing Chapel was considered to be an impor tan t p a r t of the
ecucational process at t h a t t ime. She r e c a l l s t h a t t h e hymnal was b lue and about 7x11 inches
w i t h hard back cover. Perhaps a copy cou ld b e found f o r t h e museum l i b r a r y .

% % He H KH HR KH H HR H HR #
DID YOU KNOW:

That Fred Faery S r . , h i s son and grandsons, opened t h e Wilson Baking Company on Young S t .
dn October, 1921, and t h a t i t was l o c a t e d nex t t o t h e Hami l ton and C la rk Fu rn i t u re S to re .

That on March 11, 1921, Ar thur Schnoor was on t h e school honor r o l l . He was in t h e 2nd
grade and had a 90 average.

H o e H M H H R H H MH H H H ¥
THE BOTTOM LINE: A carpenter is known by h i s c h i p s .

He e H H He HR HH KH HR H
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THE TUGWELL ERA:
When the Tugwel l f a m i l y came t o Wilson i n 190), a n i n t e r e s t i n g chapter i n the town's h i s ‑

t o r y was drawing t o a c l o s e . The once b u s t l i n g Lake I s l a n d Park was b e i n g v i s i t e d l e s s f r e ‑
quently by excurs ion boats f rom Toronto, and more and more people f rom neighbor ing c i t i e s
were t a k i n g t h e In ter -Urban t r o l l e y to O l c o t t to e n j o y t h e f a c i l i t i e s provided by a f u l l
scale amusement park , p i c n i c grounds, and b e a u t i f u l O l c o t t Beach Ho te l .

Today, the o l d Tugwel l home on Lake S t r e e t is a reminder t h a t Charles H. Tugwe l l once
operated t h e Fredonia P r e s e r v i n g Co. o n t h e s i t e o f t h e present P f e i f f e r Foods D i v i s i o n o f
Hunt-Wesson, b u t the f a m i l i a r Tugwel l co t tage on Win te rg reen I s l a n d has been rep laced by
Clark 's Marina. Mr. Tugwel l was a Mason and S c h r i n e r and qu i te a c t i v e in community a f f a i r s .
He organ ized t h e Wi lson State Bank (now Marine M id land ) , and was e l e c t e d p r e s i d e n t o f t h e
v i l l a g e board f o r fi v e years and a l s o p r e s i d e n t of t h e Wilson Free L i b r a r y Associat ion.

H is son, Rexford G. Tu g w e l l , at tended school in Wi lson b u t graduated in 1911 from Masten
Park High School i n B u f f a l o . H i s boyhood days i n t h e v i l l a g e , however, he lped shape and i n ‑
fluence h i s l a t e r l i f e , and one of h i s most g r a t i f y i n g accomplishments was when he was h i r e d
as Wilson Correspondent f o r the Niagara F a l l s Gazette.

H e grew u p i n the era when the l i t t l e house out back was a common s i g h t , d r i n k i n g water
came from wel ls , and carbide lamps were s t a r t i n g to replace kerosene. L ike other boys of h i s
time, Rex dreaded the task of pumping water by hand to fi l l the l a r g e storage tank in h i s
parent 's home. The then common board walks were b e i n g replaced by cement, and g rave l roads
were beginn ing to appear where d i r t roads had l o n g exis ted. Automobiles s t i l l had to g r i n c

" t h e i r way over mud-choked roads, and o n l y t h e more adventurous would dare attempt a t r i p to
Niagara F a l l s or Buffalo--even in the summertime. It was a per iod when the "Hojack" r a i l r o a d
was the p r i n c i p l e means of t ranspor ta t ion to and from the v i l l a g e and v i t a l to i t s economy.

Rex graduated from the U n i v e r s i t y of Pennsylvania and was a professor of economics at
Columbia when he jo ined the Roosevelt Administration. He at ta ined nat ional prominence as
Undersecretary of A g r i c u l t u r e and member of P res iden t Roosevelt's " b r a i n t r u s t " where he
helped d r a f t most o f t h e l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t sparked America's recovery f rom t h e Great Depres‑
sion of the 1930's.

In 1979, Rexford Guy Tugwel l , 88, d i e d a t Santa Barbara, Ca l i fo rn ia , and was b u r i e d in
Everg reen Cemetery a t S i n c l a r e v i l l e , N .Y.
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IN MEMORIAM:
Lewis C. S c h r a d e r ,8, d i e d at In ter -Communi ty H o s p i t a l a t Newfane, October 25, 1982 f o l ‑

l o w i n g a shor t i l l n e s s . H e was t h e son o f t h e l a t e August and I d a E ick Schrader and l e a v e s
h i s w i f e , Emma Duxbury Schrader; a d a u g h t e r, Mrs . Richard (Emma Lou) Reppentine of Wilson;
and a son, Robert C . Schrader o f Lockpor t ; a l s o two s i s t e r , Es te r B a l l and Bertha Thiempke
o f Lockpor t . He a lso had 6 grandch i ld ren and severa l n ieces and nephews.

Mr. Schrader was a member of Wilson Volunteer F i r e Co. No. 1 f o r 57 yea rs , and a l s o be-~
longed t o t h e Exley United Methodist Church and Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. H e served a s
town assessor and deputy v i l l a g e c l e r k - t r e a s u r e r f o r 2 3 y e a r s , and a l s o acted a s deputy v i l ‑
l a g e c l e r k - t r e a s u r e r f o r 1 5 years a f t e r h i s r e t i r e m e n t i n 1965. Internment was i n Greenwood
Cemetery, Wilson, w i t h t h e Rev. Rae Brothers o f fi c i a t i n g .

No t i ce has been rece i ved t h a t one o f o u r o u t - o f - s t a t e members, D r . Eve lyn Frank o f
Evanston, I l l i n o i s , passed away r e c e n t l y .
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OFF TO AN EARLY START:
N e t t i e Stimson, F a i r Chairman, h e l d a mee t ing at h e r home in October to d i scuss p lans f o r

t h e 1983 Memorial Day " C o u n t r y F a i r " to be h e l d on May 30. She u rges everyone to submit
i d e a s or suggest ions f o r improv ing t h e annual event p r i o r to January when a second meet ing
w i l l be scheduled. The " fl e a market" and " p l a n t booth" w i l l be set up a g a i n so p lease s t a r t
c o l l e c t i n g y o u r " fl e a s " r i g h t away. I t i s a lso suggested t h a t o u r green thumb members b e g i n
t h i n k i n g about the k i n d o f p l a n t s they'd l i k e t o g e t s t a r t e d f o r t h e p l a n t booth. A spec ia l
e f f o r t w i l l b e made next sp r i ng t o promote i n t e r e s t and l o c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n another p i e
contest which w i l l feature a j u n i o r and sen io r d i v i s i o n . Three cash awards w i l l b e made t o
winners i n each d i v i s i o n .
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INVITATION:
The Zortmans l i k e t h e i r new home in Vancouver, Wash., and,if you're head ing out t h a t way,

inwi te you to stop in f o r a v i s i t or spend t h e n i g h t . Eva's s i s t e r , E t h e l Gates,wil l be g l a d
to g ive you d i rec t ions . They l i v e a few minutes f rom t h e Port land A i r p o r t .
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VIEWPOINT:
The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty has been t h e r e c i p i e n t of many contr ibut ions; i t s programs

to preserve h i s t o r y a re extensive; and it welcomes t h e support of everyone who be l ieves t h a t .
the pas t i s o u r he r i t age to be recorded f o r f u t u r e gene ra t i ons .

The soc ie ty has no p a i d s t a f f and a l l museum f a c i l i t i e s a re serv iced most ly by volunteers.
Business t ransact ions and account ing procedures a r e a l l c a r r i e d out by o f fi c e r s wi thout com‑
pensa t ion , and expenses f o r u t i l i t i e s , maintenance, renovation, and e x h i b i t s a r e p a i d f rom
membership dues, bake sales, pub l i ca t ions , souvenirs, and t h e annual "Country Fa i r " .

Long range programs are planned which could i n v o l v e subs tan t ia l ou t lays and may requ i re
r a i s i n g addi t ional funds from o t h e r sources. Wewish to note t h a t o u r members can be involved
in t h i s p lanning.

The soc ie t y has received many memorials to depar ted loved-ones, and hl, of o u r current and
l a t e members have insured i t a permanent source o f income b y v i r t u e o f t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n
as L i f e Members. mo so ae

I t may be observed t h a t today ‘ m o r e and more people a r e recogn i z i ng worthy n o n - p r o fi t
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e i r w i l l s b y making s p e c i fi c d o l l a r o r p rope r t y bequests t o them. W e men‑
t i o n these o p t i o n s to remind o u r members and f r i ends t h a t t h e f u t u r e expans ion and p r e s e r v a ‑
t i o n of t h e soc ie ty can be f u l fi l l e d by y o u r t h o u g h t f u l and generous considerat ion. (Submit‑
t e d b y K a r l S . Wr igh t , t r u s t e e )
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THIRD GRADERS VISIT MUSEUM:

About 80 p u p i l s f rom t h e t h i r d grades at Thomas Marks Elementary School v i s i t e d t h e museum
in l a t e October accompanied by t h e i r teachers, Mrs . Mary Budde, Mrs. L a r r y Lash, and Mr.
Michael Hauser. They were g r e e t e d by B u r t and L o i s Jennings and Don and M i l l i e Croop who
answered quest ions and p o i n t e d ou t s p e c i a l e x h i b i t s f o r t h e chi ldrens' enjoyment. The young
people l a t e r wrote thank you notes in which they l i s t e d some of t h e t h i n g s t h a t impressed them,

A newly acquired "Great Horned Owl" g o t t h e most a t t e n t i o n and one student, Donny Johnson,
no ted t h a t " I t was the b i g g e s t owl I ' v e e v e r seen." The Clock Disp lay r a t e d a s t h e next
b i g g e s t a t t r ac t i on w i t h the Cannon B a l l s f rom Cannon B a l l H i l l fi g u r i n g a close t h i r d . Other
i tems t h a t caught the youngsters eyes were Mike Radigans Rai l road B icyc le ; C i v i l War swords;
o l d school desks; Reuben Wilson's p i c t u r e ; and t h e o l d t ime t o o l s .

The soc ie ty encourages l o c a l groups to v i s i t t h e museum and share in t h e her i tae of t h e
v i l l a g e and town. Arrangements may be made by c a l l i n g 751-9783 or 751-9827.
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BAKE SALE:

Winnie Fischer, Chrm. of the Ways & Means Comm., reports a splendid response to the recent
Bake Sale which cleared about $180 dol lars . She wishes to thank everyone who furnished, also
bake sale helpers, Lois Barnum, Shel ley Andrews, Kay Ness, Ruth P h i l l i p s , Chr i s t i ne Goodman,
M i l l i e Croop, and Norm and Martha MacAski l l . A spec ia l word of thanks to Joe and Bessie Vana
of Youngstown, and A r t and Eva Zortman of Vancouver who mailed in cash contr ibutions.
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RARE BIRD:

The Great Horned Owl t h a t was found near Chestnut Road by Tony LaRock and Eugene Empson,
has been pu t on d isp lay in the Wilson Museum. The b i r d , once common in North America, is now
a pro tec ted species and may only be kep t i n museums or schools p r o v i d i n g a proper pe rm i t i s
fi r s t obtained from the Federal F i s h and W i l d l i f e Agency. G a i l Walder obtained such a permi t
and had t h e ow l mounted by a l o c a l taxidermist. I t is now on l o a n f rom t h e Federal Agency
and w i l l a l l ow youngsters as w e l l as a d u l t s to g e t a c lose hand l o o k at one of nature's
l a r g e s t owls t h a t are g e n e r a l l y heard more t h a n t h e y a r e seen.
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

B u r t and L o i s Jennings have been p r e s e n t e d w i t h L i f e Memberships in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e i r many years o f devoted and dedicated s e r v i c e i n promot ing the
a t t r a c t i v e appearance o f t h e museum.

B u r t is a member of t h e Board of Trustees and has g i v e n count less hours of h i s t ime in
p a i n t i n g , r e p a i r i n g , and h e l p i n g o u t i n everyway poss ib le ; and w e can e s p e c i a l l y thank him
f o r making t h e o l d r a i l r o a d caboose such a n a t t r a c t i v e e x h i b i t .

L o i s , Museum Chairman, has devoted much of h e r t ime to improving t h e g e n e r a l appearance of
t h e museum, and v i s i t o r s have been deeply impressed by t h e v a r i e t y of monthly exh ib i t s which
a r e a c r e d i t to h e r imag ina t ion and e x p e r t i s e . In addi t ion, as Chairman of the Acquis i t ions
Committee, she has kep t an accurate r e c o r d of a l l donations and p r o v i d e d adequate storage f o r
those no t on d i s p l a y. The good impress ion t h a t the museum makes on t h e genera l p u b l i c is
most c e r t a i n l y due t o h e r e f f o r t s , and t h e soc ie t y i s ve ry f o r t u n a t e t o have a "cu ra to r " o f
n e r c a l i b e r who p r o v i d e s h e r se rv i ces v o l u n t a r i l y .
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MUSEUM GHEETERS FOR DECEMBER:

Dec. 5th, w i l l i a m and Maxine Jones; Dec. 12th, E s t h e r and Haro ld A l b r i g h t ; Dec 19th,
F loyd and Hazel Sa l isbury ; and Dec. 26th, John and Jane Demmin.

The museum w i l l be closed to Sunday a f te rnoon v i s i t o r s d u r i n g t h e months o f January, Febru‑
a r y , and March, and w i l l re -open on Easter Sunday, A p r i l 3 , 1983. Mar ie t ta Goodman, Chrme,
wishes t o thank a l l members who have served s o w i l l i n g l y a s greeters i n t h e p a s t .
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THEY'LL DO IT AGAIN:

Roy Cornel l , Pres. o f the Niagara County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, has announced t h a t t h e annual
d inner was a success, and i t i s planned t o i n v i t e a l l county h i s t o r i c a l groups t o p a r t i c i p a t e
a g a i n next y e a r . With t h i s in mind, t h e Farm and Home Center has already been reserved, and
t h e event w i l l be held October 21, 1983.
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BON MOT:

Just about the time you th ink you can make bo th ends meet; Somebody moves the ends.
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