by

2

Neaprotit Org.
U.8. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT No. 8

< ‘!‘

[11]

lMﬂ?mT L
& .

»ln-udihu“ It

TWilson MWistorical Shociety
WILSON, NEW YORK 14172

NEWSLETTER

DONALD W. CROOP, Editor

JANUARY 1982 Vole. 10 No. 1
{Coleman Press)

THE TOWN AND VILLAGE LOCKUP:

Have you ever wondered how Wilson may have looked in the early 1900's? One old timer who
was raised in the village once said, "If you ever watched "Gunsmoke" on TV, you could see
exactly how the village looked in those days." Wilson's counterpart to Sheriff Matt Dillon
was Constable Ben Stone, and his jail was located between the o0ld Nevy store and Hervey San=-
ford's Tile Yard, which extended from the jail to the Masonic Building.

The lockup was built when the cobblestone Collegiate Institute was being torn down in 1900
to make way for the new brick Union School. Back of the Institute was a large outdoor toilet
and the village fathers decided to have it moved next to Sanford's Tile Yard for use as a
jail. A partition through the center of the building was torn out and two barred cells were
built into it by Jesse Biggins who ran a Blacksmith Shop on Catherine Street.

The lockup was used for a number of years, but in the early twenties was moved next to the
old water tower on High Street by Flagler's Welding Shop. The late Earl Armstrong, a former
Niagara County Deputy Sheriff, once told a story about stopping at the jail after school, and
when he walked into a cell to look it over someone slammed the door shut and locked him in.
The Constable had driven into the country with his horse and buggy so Earl went without sup=
per. To make matters worse, he had a date with a girl on the Island, and when he didn't show
up at 7:30PM, she got mad as hops. Earl didn't get out of the "cooler" until 9:00PM, when the
Constable returned, but Earl's girl wouldn't have anything to do with him until some of his
friends told her the truth about what happened.

On August 27, 1932, an inspection report was made out by Walter Nicholson, Chairman of the
State Board of Corrections, and submitted to Fred Bigalow, Town Supervisor, and A.M, McIlroy,
Village Mayor, and read as follows: '

"This lockup occupies a small one-story wood building on the outskirts of the village. It
contains one latticed steel cell and one wooden cell with latticed steel door. Cells are
equipped with bunks, mattresses, blankets, and comfortables. There are no sanitary facili-
ties what-ever, but there is an electric light and stove for heat. Since the last inspection,
the lockup has been painted throughout with white enamel paint and is in good condition.
Constable William Lort has stated that detentions are seldom made here, and the lockup is
frequently used for lodgers." The Commissioner then recommended, "When this lockup is used
for dention purposes it should be kept under constant and competent supervision as fire risk
is extreme by reason of the type of construction and its location and exposure,"

So much for Wilson's jail. Let's hope that in the future it will not be necessary to
build another, and that the town's main problem will be locking up stray dogs-not criminals.

L R TR T T
THE MAIL BAG:

Friends of Bessie Crawford will be glad to know she plans to be in Wilson again next sume
mer. Norman Thilk received a letter from her recently and was informed that her daughter,
Cleo, retired last June. She will visit her mother in Florida for two months on January 6th,
then Bessie will return to California with her on March 5th. She plans to stay there until
she returns to the "Island,"

John and Marion Goodrich are touring the southlands again this winter and wrote about see-
ing the antique car museum at Stone Mt., Ga. It took someone like John to learn that the pro-
prietor, Tommy Prostman, once knew one of the builders of Wilson's Niagara automobile, and
has brochures about the car that might be available to the Wilson Museum., TV watchers may
recall that Tommy Prostman played the part of "Preacher Sam" in the Kenny Roger movie,
"Coward of the County".,

Mrs., Corrine Tabor Bailey of Canandaigua sent six beautiful tatted "snowflakes" for dis-
play on one of the society's Christmas trees. They are about 3% inches in diameter and made
in a variety of colors. Mrs. Bailey, 90 years young, wrote, "1 received the Newsletter today
and it is most interesting to me==so many people I used to know in each copy. The enclosed
tatted "snowflakes" are for your tree. I have made over a hundred to sell and give away. I
was very impressed when I visited the Wilson Museum a while ago." We thank Corrine for her
interest and thoughtfulness,

Ella Mae Peters writes that she misses the good times we had organizing and working for the
historical society, and misses Wilson but not the winter weather. She said that she may do=
nate another painting of the old Sisson House that used to stand next to hers on Washington
Street. Everyone will look forward to her planned trip to Wilson next summer,
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BON MOT: An extravagance is anything you buy that is of no earthly use to your wife. (F. Jones



MOPPETS LIKE MUSEUM: _

Fifty-three pupils from the 2nd grades at Thomas Marks School were guests at the museum
Thursday afternoon, Dec 17th. Accompanied by their teachers, Mrs. Susan Cruickshank and Mrs,
Sharon Paja, the enthusiastic youngsters showed great interest in the exhibits and several
confided ernestly, "Gee, this place is neat" or "Boy, this is nice--I 1like it here," Some
enjoyed the loan display of old toys that 'their grandparents used to Play with', while many
were attracted to the old military equipment. Girls were fascinated by several pair of baby
shoes that were fastened with a button hook, and one boy was captivated by an old Crystal
Radio Set and permitted to try on the headphones by Museum Chrm., Lois Jennings, Others were
interested in the % inch thick Edison Phonograph records, and when the 1910 instrument was
played, several admitted, "It doesn't sound much like our stereo." The children walked to
the museum from school and remained about two hours, After posing for their pictures, Millie
Croop gave each boy and girl a small candy cane as a memento of their visit,

LA I T R T YO
NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Thanks to her parents, Miss Carole Schnoor will start out the New Year as the LOth Life
Member in the Wilson Historical Societ o Carole is a charter member and has been active from
the start having served as Chairman of the Library and Ways & Means Committees, She has a
special talent for photography and one of her pictures was used for the popular color-postcard
of the Wilson Boathouse and Harbor. Carole was elected to the Honor Society at Wilson Central
School where she graduated with the Class of 1961, Soon after, she was employed in the office
of the Thomas Marks School as Secretary., She is an active member of Exley United Methodist
Church and has held the position of Church Treasurer for many years,

Joseph Higgins, one of the founders of the Wilson Historical Society, has been given a Life
Membership by the Board of Trustees in recognition of his many years of valuable service, Joe
grew up in Lockport and attended Canisius High School in Buffalo on a scholarship., He worked
28 years at the Harrison Radiator Div. of G.M.C., and at the time of his retirement was Super=
visor of Placement and Personnel., He lives in the "(0ld Glass Front" home of his grandparents
on Ontario Street, one of the oldest in Wilson. Joe has built up a reputation for delicious
home-made fudge but also 'dabbled! in other crafts such as working with pottery, refinishing
furniture, and painting pictures. He was a Counselor at the old Allegheny Boy Scout Camp for
many years, and also Director and Vice-Pres., of the Niagara County Historical Society. He was
a leading figure in the organization and development of the Wilson Society and served as Vice-
President and Chairman of the Museum Committee for many years, Joe has also been a devout
member of Our Lady of the Rosary Roman Catholic Church for L5 years,

#O % # O % ¥ ¥ % #
JANUARY HOSTESSES:

Margaret Wilson, Chrm., has announced that the following persons have agreed to be hosts
and hostesses: Jan.3rd, Dianne Albright & Ruth Rawlings; Jan. 10th, Ray and Myra Pease;

Jan., 17th, Karl and Gwen Wright; Jan 2lth, Ron and Sue Schearer; and Jan. 31st, Ed and
Marilyn Allgeier, The museum is open from 2-L4PM Sundays and admission is free,

* O O * X % K # ¥ %
QUILTING TIME APPROACHETH:

In 1973, the society held its first "Country Fair" and an attractive display of quilts and
coverlets were featured by Joe Higgins, Museum Chrm., and members of his committee. The in-
terest generated by that first exhibit sparked one of the most successful ventures ever under-
takenee—~-the annual quilting bee. It was the brainchild of Betty Stimson, Joe Higgins, Anna
Mae Nevins, Beryl Tovell, and the late Verna Caufield. Soon after, the group got a big boost
when Florence Schultz, another quilting expert, joined the circle and has 'chaired! the
"pricked finger brigade®™ ever since. Each year, a quilt more beatiful than the one before,
has been sewn and raffled at the spring Fair,

Several quilts made include the "Uresden Plate", “Calico Rose", "Progress", and “Dahlia",
One made for our Nation's Bicentennial Celebration featured each State's Flower embroidered
on a square and placed in the quilt in the order that each State entered the Union.

Florence has announced that work will start on a new "Big Dahlia" quilt soon after the New
Year. It is planned to sew on Tuesdays from 9 to 3, and Sundays from 2 to LPM with all work
being done at the museum. She urges all who are interested in quilting to come, and if you
are just learning, you couldn't find a better group of teachers anywhere,

Others who have worked on the quilting project include Dorothy Lort, Janet Sporleder, Eva
Zortman, Faye Pisello, Maxine Jones, and Millie Croop.

* O O ¥ X ¥ X * ¥ %
FEDERATION NEWS:

The Niagara County Federation of Historical Societies has been officially organized and the
following officers elected: Pres., Judson Heck of Newfane; Vice-Pres., Norm MacAskill of
Wilson; Secy., Rosemary Miller of Pendleton; and Treas., Barbara Hathaway of the Town of
Niagara. The primary purpose of the group will be to promote co=-operation among all the his=
torical societies in Niagara County,

LK T T S S
MUSEUM PROGRESS:

Art Schnoor, Ed Lort, Elwin Upton, and Ralph Dinse managed to get the roof on the new dock
storage area before cold weather set in, but we understand Ralph got as much roofing cement on
himself as he did on the roof. That puts him in the same class with Millie Croop who covered
herself with green paint while helping Bob Rose paint the display cases. You may see Art and
George Linnabery most anytime working around the museum~-putting down floors, etc, The town
supplied a load of stone to cover the new storage shed floor, and about ten shade trees were
brought over from Krull Park and planted in our "Hojack Park",

# O ¥ O R * # ¥ #* %

MATRIMONY TRAIL: There's a way of transferring funds that is even faster than electronic
banking, It's called marriage. (McGavran)



NEW MEMBERS: ]
We are very happy to welcome the following persons to our membership rolls, and suggest

you may wish to jot down their names and phone numbers on the Directory that was sent to all
members” recently: Dr. & Mrs. Gordon E. Shull, Flmira, N.Y.; Mrs. Fayelista Barrows, Sebring,
Florida; Mr. and Mrs. Norris Kent, Sebring, Florida; Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Schrader, Wilson; and
Mr. and Mrs., Adrian Frericha, Wilson.

# 0¥ ® O X ¥ X * ¥ ¥
NEWSLETTER ITEMS:

We try to put some phase of Wilson's history in each Newsletter., Articles are compiled
from history books, old newspapers, and other records, but we prefer stories from elderly
Wilsonites who can "Tell it like it wuz". Perhaps you have a story you would like to see in
the Newsletter. PFlease call or write us if you do, and if you prefer, we won't use your name,

% ¥ ¥ % # ¥ 3 ¥ ¥
ACQUISITIONS:

Norm Thilk has donated a green and white (one~owner) Pontiac Convertible, 1967 model,
to the society making it the ninth one received. Although several of the recently acquired
cars are not yet old enough to be considered 'antique', all are in good condition, and as
the years roll by will increase in value.

Ralph and Naomi Beutel Tomkins of Florida have donated a Red Velveteen Waist; Child's
White Coat; Long Brown Skirt piped in Velvet; Child's whitelace and Batiste Dress; Child's
Petticoat; Child's Dress with marcon trim; Child's Panties; Bonnet and Three Christening
Dresses; Boy's White Suit, and Child's Apron,

Anna Mae Nevins: Centennial Anniversary Edition of the High School *"Crest", The 1946 copy
is in *like new" condition and contains an excellent history of the Wilson Schools; also a
1963 Surveyor's Map of the Depot property; and a 1890 Program from the Crown Theater,

Raymond Pasel of N, Tonawanda: Wedding Gown worn by his mother, Anna Pasel, also a black
beaded shoulder cape.

Mrs, Louis McLaughlin: Wool Challis Petticoat from her grandmother, Mrs. Solomon Smith of
the Maple Road.

Helen Sayer: Paper Mache'! doll called a "Nodder" ca. 1945,

Gwen Heidenfeldt: 1939 Book, "Kings and Brothers®--the story of George V1 and Edward VIII
by Emil Ludwig.

Herbert Kahler of Newfane: Child's Rocking Horse, ca. 1932.

Gerald Schnoor of Rochesters Three old School Desks in fine condition.

#0% % # % 3 % ¢ # ¥
MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

Gary B. Fitch, a 195L graduate of wilson Central School, has been elected to the Board of
Trustees at Lockport Savings Bank. Gary, a member of the society since 197k, is owner of the
Wilson-based fruit company, "Ontario Orchards",

¥ ¥ % ¥ 3 ¥ ¥ # ¥ %
HAPFY HOLIDAYS:

The Christmas party attracted an overflow crowd to the Patterson Room, Dec, 21st, where
everyone was treated to some of the customs and tradltions of an o}d German Christmas, Judy
and Ron Zauner and sons Jonathon and Robert explained about the special days celebrated in
December, and the program was rounded off with a singeae«long of Christmas Carols accompanied
by Lec Volk and his accordian. Two tables of German delicacies were prepared by the Zauners,
Judy and Ruth, alse Liz Schearer, Maryanne Sharpe, Eva Zortman, and Trudli Kaiser. One batch
of cookies were sent from Germany by Hanne=Lore Staginmus, a pen pal of Judys ever since the
6th grade in school, 4 ginger bread house made by the Zauners was presented to Hazel Salise
bury in celebration of her "39th" birthday. Dora Wakeman and Hazel were in charge of the
coffeg tea, and delicious sparkling loganberry punch.

¥ 0% ¥ ¥ R ¥ ¥ x ¥ %
JANUARY MEETING3

Dr. Mabel Carmer Hill will be guest speaker at the Jamary 18th meeting, and will present
a talk on "Herbs, Simples, and Frontier Medical Practises", Refreshment hostesses will be
announced.

SRR TR TR S
ANTIQUE CARS:

Dr. Argue called a specisal meeting of the officers and trustees in December to place the
following cars on record in the minutes of having been officially accepted by the societys:
1957 Lincoln Mark II donated by Dr. Argue; 1966 Plymouth donated by Mrs. Marion Sheelar;
1970 Oldsmobile Convertible donated by George Linnabery; 1967 Pontiac Convertible donated by
Nerman Thilk; and the most recent acquisition, a 1970 Cadillac Convertible Coup donated by
Dr. Edwin Gates, Karl Wright suggested that the new transportation building should be given
a name, and that persons responsible for its erection and landscaping should be identified on
a plaque inside the strucfure.

¥ OE ¥ ¥ * ¥ 0K K
WILSON CREAMERY:

The Wilson Creamery was organized in 189L and the first officers were, S.H,. Pettit, Pres.;
Ce N. Markle, Sec.; and J. W. Eggleston, Treas. Equipment for the creamery was brought in on
the "Hojack" railroad, and the plant was built on what is now the High School parking lot
across from where Flagler's used to be. Up to 100 lbs. of butter a week was shipped out until
1897 when the business was converted over to making cheese., Hervey Sanford became President
and Charles Markle, Sec.,=Treas., but as more and more farmers began shipping their cream by
rail to Niagara Falls, the creamery was forced to go out of business.

O K % ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X ¥
HAPPY NEW YEAR:

The reason most of us don't live within our income is because we don't consider that

living., (Highway Patrolman)
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MORE ABOUT THE NIAGARA AUTOMOBILE:

We have mentioned the Niagara Car in a previous Newsletter so you may recall that the auto-
mobile was made by the Wilson Manufacturing Co. which was organized Oct. 22, 1900, Stanley A.
Dwight was the owner and manager and his mechanic was George C. Brooks. Joe and George White-
side built the wooden bodies for the cars, and the 1st one was turned out at Brook's Machine
Shop located on West Young St. in a small building next to the grist mill which provided steam
for the machinery. Fay Campbell remembers the machine shop well, and said that he had the
1st ride in Brook's new machine that looked like a buggy seat on a platform with four wheels,
It was steered with a handle on a bar connected to the front axle., By 1903, a more elaborate
model was manufactured which boasted a carriage-type body, top, steering wheel, and two kero-
sene headlamps. The company was later moved to the old creamery building on High St. and sev=
eral cars were made and sold. The "Niagara Runabout® without top or mudguards sold for $850;
with top and mudguards, $900; and a motor alone cost 135 dollars.

We wrote C. Thomas Protsman, Curator of the Antique Car Museum at Stone Mt., Ga., and he
sent an interesting letter in reply. He said that after the Wilson auto company closed,
George Whiteside went to work for E, R. Thomas Co. where he became head foreman and trouble
shooter. Protsman was personally acquainted with Whiteside and they visited at each others
homes, He added that George was a remarkable person and re-roofed his entire house by himself
when he was 93 years old. When Whiteside died, Mr, Protsman was one of the Pallbearers for
the funeral and later settle® his estate,

He sent an original sheet of stationary with the Wilson Automobile Mnf. Co. Letterhead on
it, and claims to have an assortment of original blueprints, pictures, letters, and other ma-
terial that he would be willing to have copied for the museum. He suggested it would be best
to stop there to determine which items would be most suitable. Perhaps one of our members
who travel to the sunny south each winter would be willing to do this for the society.

LR T T T T )
THOSE EXTRAORDINARY GIRL SCOUTS:

We have many happy memories of a frollicking group of young Wilson Girl Scouts who belonged
to Troop No. 1 in the care-free years of the fifties. We can still see them as they proudly
marched in Memorial Day parades; cooked May Day breakfasts beside 12 Mile Creek; or painted
trash barrels as a Civic project for the village. Then there were those primitive overnight
camping trips near our pond where, though all were forbidden to swim,they'd somehow manage to
"fall in" for a dip. Also the Halloween parties in the old barn, and the softball games with
the "East Wilson Wildcats" that the girls generally managed to win. Annual picnics saw them
piling into a Ransomville Bus, as an accomodation from Lester Schultz who always enjoyed
driving the girls to area parks like Akron Falls, Chestnut Ridge, or Letchworth,

They were some of Wilson's finest young ladies and a few we recall offhand included Anne
and Mary Margaret Welker, Gail PettityWendy Jennings, Patty Winger, Cynthia Albright, Kathy
Horton, Priscilla Berry, Kathy Bulmer, Kim Messersmith, Lynn Rockwood, Caroline Campbell,

Emma Lou Schrader, Kay Myers, Sue Argue, Mary Lynn Brydges, Arlene Wilson . Diane Salisbury,
Cindy Albright, Peggy Heidenfeldt, Barbara Goodrich, Karen Thilk, Anne Weiler, and Barbara
Cornell., One of this group, Kathy Horton, served as a patrol leader and troop treasurer and
later graduated with the Class of 1960, Some years later, she attended a Lutheran Bible
School and decided to enter the field of Missionary Service,

Today, Kathy is calling on some of her training from Scouting as she experiences the discom=
forts of a primitive life style in Labsibot, Nepal, a small village along the southern slopes
of the Himalaya Mountains., To get there, she had to take a L hour bus ride, then walk six
hours to a place called Amp Pipal where she rested before walking another eleven hours to her
destination. While staying with a Nepali farm family, her room was described as having a
mud floor with slate ceiling and three straw mats, Her personal equipment included a sleep=-
ing bag, pack, books, single candle, and pan for boiled water. She sustains herself on tea
and homemade bread, rice, a spinach~like vegetable, lentils and milk. For afternoon snacks
she has popcorn and also keeps peanut butter and crackers in her room. She bathes and washes
her clothes under a water spout, and an outhouse serves as a necessary room, In February,
Kathy will move with her co-worker, Carol Evans, to the South Lalitpur area where they will be
the first of the more permanent mission residents. There they will teach and organize classes
and workshops as they pursue their missionary goals.

I R T TR

BON MOT: One great, strong, unselfish soul in every community would actually redeem the
world., -=Elbert Hubbard
SR I T T T TS T



IN MEMORIAM:

Edward C. Lort, East Young St., Wilson, died unexpectedly at Inter-Community Hospithul,
Newfane, December 23, 1981, Mr. Lort, 65, was the son of William T. and Florence Winters Lert
and was married to the former Dorothy E. Allgeier. Until retirement, he was an engineer for
the Frontier Stone Corp. in Lockport. He was also an Exempt Fireman of Wilson Vol. Fire Co.
No. 1; member of Ontario Lodge F&AM of Wilson; Life Member of the Wilson Historical Society;
Retirees Townline Bowling League and Newfane Golden Agers. Ed helped with many of the reno-
vation projects at the museum, and will be sorely missed by all who knew him,

LI N R T R
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Anna Mae(Higgins)Nevins has become the 42nd Life Member of the society which she helped
found. She has served as a trustee and member of the museum comn., and also was Dealer Chrm,
for the first annual "Country Fair." She continued to serve in this capacity through 1980
when over 90 dealers signed contracts for space.

Anna Mae was raised in Lockport and, following her marriage to Willard Nevins of Wilson,
helped operate the Nevins Grocery store on Young Street for many years. She was a past presi-
dent of the Wilson BPW Club and has been an active member of Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic
Church for over forty years.

LR I N T T T
JANUARY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

In a desire to conserve energy, the trustees voted to discontinue Sunday afternoon visiting
hours during the months of January and February. The plan was put in effect on Sunday, Janu=~
ary 2lth, and will continue through Sunday, February 28th, Visiting hours will resume on Sun-
day, March 7th., Margaret Wilson, Chrm., wishes to thank all members who consented to serve as
greeters for the Sundays the museum was closed.

In keeping with the decision to conserve energy, Florence Schultz announced that the quilt-
ing project would be continued and completed at her home. She will welcome anyone who wishes
to help any day at any time, but suggests you call first to make sure she will be home, She
resides at 2419 Lake Rd., Ransomville and her phone number is 791-4190, ,

Karl Wright, Chrm., presented a revised set of By-Laws, and after some discussion they were
accepted. Minor changes in wording were made to insure there were no over-lapping of committee
responsibilities., Karl Wright, Norm and Martha MacAskill spent considerable time on the re-
visions and are to be commended for the fine Jjob done.

Dr. Argue appointed Burt Jennings chairman of the caboose renovation committee relieving
Bob Rose of this added responsibility. Bob, as chairman of the antique car building, will now
be able to devote full time to the car museum which will be run independently of the regular
depot-museum, His committee will be in charge of the upkeep and display of all autos and
artifacts assigned to the auto museum; however, all suto-related acquisitions will be accepted
and recorded by the Acquisitions Committee,

Lois Jennings, Chrm., will be assisted by Dorothy Lort and some one appointed by the Board
of Trustees. After artifacts are recorded and given an identification number, they will be
assigned to their proper location in either the museum, library, or car museum,

LR L S B T T
CONGRATULATIONS:

Rev. and Mrs, Joel Holls of Buffalo are the proud parents of a new baby girl, JillMarie,

who was born December 23, 1981, Congratulations, Sue. Grandparents are Elton & June Kropp.
H*O% % X R O X X ¥ ¥
NEW MEMBERS:

It is a pleasure to add the following persons to our membership roll: Mrs., Pearl Leggett of

Ransomville; Ms. June E, Samcoe of Cheektowago; and Phyllis & Mark Huntington of Lockport.
SR I T TR TR S S
FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Guest speaker at the February 15th meeting will be Major George A, Bray III, who will pre-
sent a program on Roger's Rangers and the French & Indian Wars., Refreshment hostesses will be
Nettie Stimson, Chrm., Mary Clark, and Ruth Rawlings.

¥ X ¥ % ¥ ¥ % H® x
ACQUISITIONS:

Herbert Kahler of Newfane has donated a L8 star flag; 25 copies of Woman's Home Magazine,
dated 1877 and earlier; L bottles; old sugar bowl; World War II Gas Ration Stamps; 1950 bus
schedule for Lockport-Wilson; egg scale; 3 spoons found at lake near Somerset; and Walt Disney
Snow White Recipes and Clown straw,

Clarence Monroe: Four copies of the 1941 Pine Camp Digest,

Joseph Higgins: 1901 Bible; 1934 Modern Webster Dictionary; and Man's Felt Hat.

Norman Thilk: Eight letter sent to Mr. & Mrs. Jo W, Hackett from N. D, Hackett while he was
visiting in Kansas City, Mo. in 1912; also Kodak Camera No. 120,

Harold Albright: Business card that belonged to his father, William Albright, also picture
showing the inside of the old Albright Opera House.

L T TR T R VIS
WHIT BARNUM TOASTED:

wWhitney Barnum, who has completed 30 years of public service as Highway Supt., Town Super-
visor, Clerk of the Niag. Co. legislature; was honored at a "roast & toast" dinner at the new
Eagles Hall in Lockpert, Frid., Jan. 22nd, A large number of well-wishers attended and enjoy=-
ed, not only the primerib dinner, but also the good natured "ribbing" and ancedotes that fol-
lowed. Rep. Matt Murphy was Master of Ceremonies and presented Whit with a gift from his co=-
workers and friends.

* 0% ¥ X ¥ % % ¥ ¥
AIN'T IT THE TRUTH:

A family is a unit composed not only of children but of men, women, an occasional animal,
and the common cold, ==~0gden Nash
¥ O % ® ® % ¥ ¥ x



RECOLLECTIQONS OF HELEN SINGER IDLE:
Helen Singer Idle of Gaithersburg, Md., visited Wilson in the summer of 1980, and recalled
some of her girlhood years here from 1905 to 1923. Of particular interest to her was the

‘Exley Methodist Church which, except for an addition, looked the same as it did when she at=-

tended many years ago. There were no girl scouts or other youth organizations then so most of
her social needs were fulfilled by the Sunday School., She noted that Mildred Moody (Eakin)
was her first Sunday School teacher but she was fond of all her teachers including Mrs, Milli-
cent Crowie, LaVerda Bush, Catherine Frittro, Kate Stevens, and Mrs. Arthur Loomis. She said
that her father, Roland R. Singer, became very active in the church and when he died in 1922,
four Minister friends, the Reverends Copeland, Eastman, Fairburn, and Partington, officiated
at his funeral,

There were few extra curricular activities in school sc Helen was very pleased when she was
picked to play the leading lady in the senior play, "Anne What's Her Name", but during prac-
tige she imitated the voice of an 0ld lady so well, she was asked to play the part of an 82
year old grandmother instead. During her first two years in high school she played basketball
while in her Junior and Senior years she played a mandolin in the school orchestra.

Several tragedies occurred during Helen's youthful years that remain firmly etched in her
mind. One was when Kenneth Welker and several of his 12 year old friends were playing with
their BB guns. As boys will sometimes do, one raised his gun and said, "Hold still, Kenny,
I'm going to shoot your cowlick." Unfortunately, the BB entered Kenneth's eye and blinded it.
At the time, Kenny's father was assistant manager at the Wilson Cold Storage. Today, son
Kenneth Welkery,is Mayor of the village of Wilson.

There was also the time at the old village ice house when Burt Seekins dropped a 300 1b,
piece of ice on his toe and broke it; but perhaps the greatest tragedy of all was when
Helen's uncle, Frank Bush, got his coat caught in machinery at the Bush Mill and was injured
so badly he died a few days later,

Roland Singer served eight years as Supervisor of the town of Wilson and also acquired a
number of business interests in the Wilson Lumber Co., Central Milling Co., and Wilson Cold
Storage. His various associations brought many colorful visitors to the Singer home like
tenry Turkopp, the watermelon king from Columbus, Ohio. There was alsc Mr, Bean from Buffalo
who joined her father in organizing the "Singer and Bean Cold Storage." Another good friend
was Supervisor Fred Krull of Lockport who purchased the beautiful park at Qlcott and later
gave it to the village.

Helen Singer's grandparents both came from the East Wilson area. The Thomas Singer farm
was on Chestnut Road in South Wilson and, in more recent years, was known as the Hazen farm,
Delbert and Harold Singer were born there, and the big red barn built by their grandfather,
Thomas, is still standing, Near the peak by the roof the date, 1883, may still be seen. It
was here that 5 yr., old Harold, while watching the men draw in hay, got his hand caught in a
pulley and lost two of his fingers.

Her mother's people, the Bush family, lived in the fieldstone house on the west side of
Beebe Road near the airfield, Martin Bush built and sold the "Bush Pump", and many were dis-
tributed throughout the area., Later, he became associated in the milling business at the
Bush-Chapman Mill on West Young St. in Wilson. Although Martin Bush and Thomas Singer lived
within a few miles of eachother, they didn't become acquainted until Roland met Emma at a
camp meeting near Olcott, fell in love, and were married,

These are just a few excerpts from Helen Singer Idle's interesting account which will be
kept on file and preserved because of its value as a historical document.

E T A - -
NEW BOOKLET TO BE FUBLISHED:

A new booklet, The Albright Upera House, will be available soon. It was written by Harold
Albright who has recalled some amusing anecdotes, The 24 page boocklet will be illustrated
with three rare photographs.

*+ % ¥ ¥ ¥ X OFE O OR O ¥
MUSEUM TALLY:

Lois Jennings, Museum Chrm., has checked the guest register and determined that 1,557 per-
sons visited the Wilson Museum from Jamary, 1981, through January, 1982, There were guests
from 15 states as well as Canada, New Zealand, Mexico, and England. Millie Croop, Treas.,
reports that $300,90 was collected from Sunday afternoon visitors over the same period, In
view of these figures, we think it was well worth the effort. Our "greeters" made it possible.

¥ *F ¥ X ¥ F ¥ B 0B
SPECIAL PRESENTATION:

Whitney Barnum has presented a beautiful black walnut plaque to the museum which bears the
names of a1l Wilson Supervisors from 1819 through 1981, He previously donated a plague to the
Wilson Town Board which, in addition to the supervisors, includes the names of all town board
members and town clerks.

SR I T TR T T R
NUT EXACTLY WHAT THE DOCTOR ORDERED:

Dr, Mabel Carmer Hill, like a real trooper, delivered her talk at the January meeting under
rather adverse conditlions. The large turncut was greeted by a balky furnace in the Patterson
Room, soeveryone dragged their chairs to the front waiting room and ticket office. Here a
short business meeting was held. In the meantime, the furnace decided to work, so everyone
hauled their chairs back to the Patterson Room. But that wasn't all, Edna Rose, Refreshment
Hostess, got a couple gray hairs while Art Schnoor tried to thaw out the water lines to the
kitchen sink=-to no avail. Fortunately, the sinks in the rest rooms worked so members and
guests were able to get their usual cup of coffee or tea following & fine talk by Dr. Hill,
One thing you'll have to admit, our meetings are anything but dull.,

0% ® % % % 0® ¥ O¥ ¥
THE LAST WORD:
Retirement should be based on the tread, not the mileage. =-Allen Ludden
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LION'S ROAR HEAR IN WILSON: :

The wWilson Lion's Club was organized in 1941 with the late Senator,Earl W. Brydges, the
first Fresident. The Club's membership is made up of prominent business leaders from the
area, and has been foremost in promoting many worthwhile community projects. Perhaps the most
noteworthy has been their support of the Buffalo-Eye-Bank Research Society which was founded
by the Lions Clubs of Western New York and provides corneal service for the blind. Also top
on their 1list of achievements has been their underwriting of eye glass costs for the needy.

The Lions have also supported many community activities like the Wilson Little League, the
A11-Sports Booster Club, the Wilson Free Library, the Golden Age Club, Wilson Historical
Society and Wilson Boy Scouts. They have also sent a student delegate to Boy's State each
year. Other activities have included repairing headstones and cleaning up Greenwood Cemetery,
entertaining boys and girls in the Niagara Co. "Big Brothers-Big Sis ters" program, and pro-
moting Halloween parties at the Wilson Fire Hall for young people.

The Club has raised funds for these various projects in a number of ways including personal
donations, public dances, minstrel shows, and by sponsoring outstanding musical dramas at the
Wilson School like "Music Man", "The King and I", Fiddler on the Roof", and Bye Bye Birdie".
The productions have shown to sell out crowds each year and were made possible with the use
of local talent and support of many community-minded people. Updating of the school's stage-
lighting system was made possible because of a large donation from the Lion's Club.

Current officers are Jon Swick, Pres., Lynn Sherrie, Vice-Pres., Fred Lampman, Sec., Jim
Breinling, Treas., and Floyd Clark, Tail Twister., Directors are Jim Akers, David Hazen,

Peter Zabel, and Marty Miller.
: # % 3 % 3 #
MUSEUM TO RE~-OPEN: : ‘

After a six week well-advised shut down to conserve energy, the Wilson museum will open
its doors to the public, Sunday, March 7th. Lois Jennings, Chrm., has announced a new exhibit
featuring old bottles will be in place, and in addition to our own collection, there will be
loan displays from Dianne Albright and Roger Goodman.

Margaret Walker, Hostess Chrm., has obtained the services of the following persons to be
greeters Sunday afternoons from two to four: March 7th, Lois and Whit Barnum; March 1Lth,
Susan Schearer and daughter, Amy; March 21st, Leona and Wally Goodman; and March 28th,
Marilyn and Ed Allgeier.

¥ O® O ¥ ¥ % ¥ *
FISHERY IMPACT ON WILSON:

Dick Robinson and John Mulchany, representing the Niagara County Cooperative Extension's
"Community & Natural Resources Development Program", spoke before a group of Wilson business
leaders at the Conservation Club recently on the subject of the expanding fishing industry
and the impact it may have on Wilson., It was pointed out that thousands of sportsmen are
being attracted to this area as news spreads about the fine fishing possibilities; and that
the business establishment and others should be planning now to fill the needs of visitors.
They emphasized the lack of camping and overnite facilities in Wilson and discussed a new
"sleep and breakfast" concept that might be made available by local residents with an extra
room to rent out.

A local information center was suggested that might include a map and directory with local
points of interest like overnite facilities, restaurants, gas stations, tackle shops, churches
or other services, Marge Clark, David Hazen, and Carol Scheffler volunteered to look into the
matter to see if some type of plan could be worked out to help put Wilson on the map as
Niagara County's leading "fishing and boating paradise'.

*% ® ¥ ® ¥ ¥ O OH K
MARCH MEETING:

We couldn't seem to find "hootenanny" in our dictionary, but if Dorothy Linnabery says
we're gonna have a hootenanny, we'll have a hootenanny. Mr. David White will be the guest
leader at the March 15th event, and the program will consist of music and song. Bring an
instrument to play if you like because everyone will be able to get "into the act",

Celeste Crawford will be in charge of refreshments and the other members of her committee
will be Jean Swanson and Jeanette Schlyer.

PR TR 2K O
TRUSTEE MEETING:
Dr. Argue's office, Wednesday, March 10th, 8:00 PM. Committe Chairmen are welcome.
EEE T 2R TR T S

THIS IS the time of year when you'd be a lot happier if it wasn't this time of year.
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PROUMUTES WILSUN:

. Harold E. Mosher, Town Supervisor, was elected under the campaign slogan, "I Love Wilson."
His years of involvement in the community leave no reason to doubt the sincerity of that
stdtement, He was born in Tockport in 1925 and has lived in Wilson for L4 years.,

He graduated from Wilson Central School in 1944 and Joined the military service in 1947,
He was honorably discharged with the rank of Petty Officer, 2nd Class, and has since served
as Past Adjutant and Commander of the Wilson American Legion Post, Under the G.I, Job Train-
ing Act, he became a certified auto parts specialist, and today he and his son, Marc, operate
an automotive parts distribution business at the corner of routes L25 and 10L, Cambris,

His dedication to the community has covered a variety of interests, and some may remember
when he worked in the old Welker and Brown Drygoods store, Today he is an Exempt Fireman,
and served 20 years as a volunteer in the Wilson Fire Company, During that time, he was
chairman of the Field Day committee for five consecutive years, In 197576 he was a member
of the Wilson Bicentennial Committee, and also was a commitieeman on the local Cub and Boy
Scout troops., As a past president and secretary of the Wilson Lion's Club, he helped found
the Wilson Little League and also sponsored and managed some of the teams, He also coechaired
the popular Lion's Club musicals presented in the school auditorium, His involvement in pol-
itics dates back to 1958 when he served as village trustee for 12 years and later was elected
village Mayor from 1970 until 1976,

The Moshers were married in 1948 and had four children, Michael, Marc, Maureen, and the
late Matthew. Mrs. Mosher, the former Barbara Estony, is also a 19Ll graduate of Wilson Cen-
tral School and a Past President of the Gnostic Guild., The family attend Cur Ledy of the
Rosary Catholic Church in Wilson.

LI I I A B

UNUSUAL QUILT COMPLETHD: .

A small handful of determined ladies have been patiently sewing quilts for our annual |
"Country Fairs" since 197L. Because of their efforts, and the efforts of two very competitive g
"salesmen", the quilt raffle has become one of the society's best sources of income, |

The 1982 quilt is reported to be very unusual, and Florence Schultz stated she has never
seen anything quite like it in our area, She suggested that it might be well to display it
against an outside wall of the museum on "Fair Day" so everyone will be able to see and enjoy
the beauty of its "Big Dahlia" design. The quilt was sewn at Mrs. Schultz's home and about
175 hours of labor were put into it by Florence, Beryl Tovell and Betty Stimson.

Donation tickets on the quilt will be distributed again this year by Betty Stimson, and
she urges all members to try and dispose of at least one book. In addition to the quilt,
there will be a 2nd prize of "Wind Chimes® made by George Linnabery, a 3rd prize "Reggedy Ann®
Doll made by Betty Stimson, and a Lth prize Wilson Historical Society Cookbook,

OO O® ¥ O % % ¥ % %

SPEAKING OF QUILTS: |
A special exhibit of old quilts from the collection of the Niagara County Historical Society !
will be on display at the Lockport museum during the month of March, The county society is :
also planning to sewa "60th Jubilee Qilt" featuring symbols of each of the 12 towns, 3 cities,)
and 5 villages in the county. Representatives of each historical society will be asked to :
help quilt the symbol for their area. :
#0% H R H X % # %
ACQUISITIUNS:
Herb Kahler has been keeping the acuisitions committee busy filling out transmission slips,
A recent donation was a Diamond Match Company box full of childrens' toys and booklets,
Joe Higgins has donated a beautiful long white antique doll dress, an umbrella (cal.1930),
& Japanese Parasol, and a child's umbrella,
Ruth Rawlings donated an old White Petticoat and g New Year's Card printed ca, 1890,
* OO O 3% 0¥ o ¥
FORT NIAGARA ASSOCIATION: A

Did you ever stop to realize that most of us live within a 30 minute drive of one of the j
most historic outposts in our nation's history, Uld Fort Niagara? Today it is a State Historic i
Site operated by the (1d Fort Niagara Association, and all revemue received is used to maintain :
the fort which receives no direct state aid,

A drive is underway to enlist new members interested in the early history of the Niagara
River and the archaeology of the (ld Fort, Membership includes free admission to the Fort and
all programs which include many special events and military re-enactments throughout the year,
Members also receive a monthly newsletter and may benefit from special discounts on museum .
shop items, Individual memberships are $10 per year, Family memberships $15 per year, and all -
memberships are tax deductible., You may join by sending the appropriate fee to the Uld Fort
Niagara Assoc., P.U. Box 169, Youngstown, N.Y. 14174,

O OROF ¥ ¥ ¥ X K O»
EAST WILSON PIUNEER:

Mary Halsey Bull, daughter of Rev. Herman and Sophia Woocdworth Halsey, was born May 24,
1830 at Bergen, N.Y. Her parents moved to Cambria Center that same year and in 1842, acquired
300 acres of wild lands from the Holland Land Company. The District #7 schoolhouse on Cheste
nut Road was built on land donated by the Halseys. Mary attended school there several years,
and when the Collegiate Institute ovened in Wilson, was one of its earliest and most attached
students. After graduation, she taught in several local districts.

Mary Halsey married Benjamin F. Bull, June 26, 1862, and spent the remainder of her 1ife on
the John Bull homestead, home of her husband's father. (Present home of Millie & lon Croop)e
Mary had one son, Edgar, who married Ruby Gaylord and they had three children, Dorothy Bull
Reichenderfer, Alice Bull Carter, and Glenn Halsey Bull, The only descendents of Majy Halsey
now living in Wilson are the family of Mrs. John (Margery Carter) Williams.

* X O K K ¥ x ¥ ¥ %

BON MOT: The difference between a good Speaker and a poor speaker is a comfortable nap.
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WILSON IN 1916:

The horseless buggy was just coming into its own in 1916, but those hardy souls who drove
a horse and buggy could still get "old Dobbin's* harness fixed at "Germain's Horse Farnishing
Goods and Repair Shop®., If you wanted a new car, you could pick up a4 snazzy "Mitchell® from
"J. A. Diez¥, who also sold Chase tractors., If your preferenoe ran tc a Buick or Overland,
“Treichler and Housel® were the people to see. Autos weren't as reliable then as they are
today so if your car broke down you could get it repaired at elther the "Wilson Garage® run
by W. L. Dox, or the one run by "Faery and Allgeier®, and if you needed a blacksmith, you
could always run over to Elberta and see George H, Upton.

Rooms at the *Hub Hotel" went for $2.00 a day, and if you wanted to step out on the town
you could always spruce up at the "L. W, Smith Clothing Store" and get your hair clipped at
either "Hub Ferrin's®™ or "Arthur Bundy's™ Tonsorial Parlors. You comld catch the latest drama
at the "Albright Opera House¥, but if bowling was your thing, you might polish up your game
at the*Timothy Wilson & Son" bowling parlor next to the bank, If your night out proved to be
too mich for you,you could always get hold of Dr. John Burns, Dr, George Smith, or George
Middleton, druggist.

"™iller and Brown® was & popular store for Dry Goods and Groceries or Farnishings, and
"J. W. Hackett" specialized in Groceries and Meats. The "Central Milling Company" on Young
Street was operated by C., J. Chapman and Roland R. Singer, and "H, L. Treichler" was head-
quarters for your hardware, heating, and plumbing needs. Insurance might be obtained from
the "Wilson Insurance Agency® while financial transactions coiild be handled at the old "State
Bank", present home of Marine Midland.

If one lived south of the village, "Taggart and Stevens®, across from the depot, was a good
bet for General Merchandise, while *J.C. Wright® manufactured Evaporated Apple Products in-
cluding Sweet Cider and Vinegar., While there, you could always get your building supplies
from the "Wilson Lumber Company" managed by Mike Radigan,

The old "Union High School® was also in its hey day that year and officers of the Senior
Class were Norman Eick, Pres., Homer Johnson, Vice-Pres., Mabel Wilson, Sec., Vesta Schweigert,
Treas., Edith Swick, Poet, and Hazel Wilson, Historian., Other members of the Class included
Mary Berlin, Clara Stoddard, Marion Cramer, Ursula Wolfe, Doris Weaver, Gertrude Patterson,
Marion Thompson, Mary Brennan, Fred Tscabold, George Norton, Glenn Bickford, and Harwell Dyer.,

Some of them, still living today, must marvel at the growth of the Wilsen school system in
their 1ifetime. Today, over 100 students graduate from the Wilson Central School each year,

LR B N A
ACQUISITIONS:

Ernestine Walpole has contributed a large variety of clothing, some that belonged to her
grandmother, Ernestine Israel, in the 1880's, In addition to dresses there are bonnets,aprons,
camisoles, chemise, petticoats, purses, crocheted bags, beaded bags, and childrens' bibs and
bonnets, There is also a 1958 Centennial Dress, several souvenirs and pictures, also a com-
plete World War II Uniform, 1930 Tuxedo, and 1932 Palm Beach Jacket.

Eleanor Brydges has donated several mementos of the "Earl Brydges Era" including two large
photos, early campaign literature, and souvenirs.

Ruth Phillips gave a "Clown Cola" Beverage Bottle and a Schreiber-Manru Lager Bottle,

* O X ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ #* X =
APRIL HOSTESSES:

Margaret Wilson, Chrm., hss announced that the following members will serve as greeters at
the museum on Sunday afternoons from 2-4PM: April Lth, Cheryl Brown and Eleanor Caufields
April 11th, Edger and Eioise Culverwell; April !8th, Ora and Marion Pettit; April 25th,
Norman and Martha MacAskill,

* O O ¥ OH X W ¥ X B
CONGRATULATIONS TO ROYALTON:

The Town of Royalton Historical Society was orgamized in 1977, and recently put out their
firat newsletter, "Royalton Reflections®. The Town was established in 1817, one year before
Wilson,and gained historic prominence as the home of Belva lockwood, the first woman to ever
run for President of the United States. The society had 33 members in February and their Pres-

ident is Jerry Rademaker of Middleport.
L TR N EE B R

10th SOCIETY PUBLICATION:
The Wilson Historical Soclety publiecation, "The Albright Opera House", is available now at
the Wilson Museum or Stimson's Barn Shop, It sells for 75 cents per copy. ($1.25 by mail,)



TEN YEARS OF PROGRESS3: e

The Wilson Historical Society was founded April 18, 1972, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Nor-
man Thilk, Pettit Street, Wilson. Plans for its organization were diacuassed by Dr. John and
Jean Argue, Supervisor Whitney Barnum, Mayor Harolad Mosher, Justice Jane Moxham, Mildred
Middleton, Joseph Higgina, Anna Mae Nevins, and Dorothy and Norman Thilk. An organizational
meeting was set up at the Town Hall, April 2L, 1972, at which forty persons attended, and
motions were made to form a nominating and by~laws committee. At a special meeting on May 9,
1972, Winnie Stacy, Chrm., presented a slate of officers which were duly elected as follows:
Dr. John Argue, Pres., Karl Wright, Vice-Pres., Laura Eick, Sec., Mildred Croop, Treas., and
Ella Mae Baker {Peters), Cor. Secretary, Seven trustees were elected including David Weiler,
Dora Wakeman, Flossie Lortz, Helen Borngraeber, Anna Mae Nevins, Joseph Higgins, and Whitney
Barnum. The purpose of the organization was outlined under Article I of the Constitution
which statea, "The purpcse of the soclety shall be to preserve for posterity the historical
records and memorabilia of the Town and Village of wilson."

On July 17, 1972, the society voted to publish a bi-monthly newsletter and in May, 1973,
it was mailed on a monthly basis to provide more up to date coverage of meetings and events.
An average of 8L letters were sent out in 1972 and today 360 copies are mailed to members!
homes,

During the first year, all meetings were held at the Town Hall but in QOctober, 1972, Dr.
Argue transferred title to the old NYC Depot over to the Town of Wilson with the stipulation
that the society would be entitled to use it for a meeting place and musuem. Dr. Argue was
represented by Henry De Lang, Att., and the property was accepted for the town by Whitney
Barnum, Supervisor, and Richard Southard, Town Attorney. The first meeting was held in the
depot, June 18, 1973, and three months later on September 10, 1973, the trustees and officers
voted to open the museum to visitors on Sunday afternoons from two to four.

With the help of Richard Southard, the society was incorporated as a non=profit organiza-
tion and received its temporary charter from the NYS Board of Regents, June 23, 1972, The
society pursued its program diligently during the next three Yyears enabling it to meet the
requirements for a permanent charter, February 20, 1975.

A Flanning Board was organized June 17, 197, for the purpose of proposing new ideas for
improving the museum and grounds, Whitney Barmum was the first chairman, a position currently
held by Arthur Schnoor, 1st Vice-President.

Many improvements were made to the museum and grounds, mostly by volunteer labor, and hours
were spent scraping and painting the depote=both inside and out. Rest rooms and library were
built; the freight room was cleaned out and remodeled as the new "Patterson Room"; Linden
trees were planted east of the depot and a flagpole was erected; a railbed was built and the
caboose was set in place and painted; a kitchenette and overhead etorage room was built and
painted; steps and railings were installed; a thermal-ionic fire senser system was wired in;
two gas furnaces were installed; crash bars were placed on exit doors; & new LOx60 cement
block building was erected; wiring services in both buildings were updated; and cement walks
were laid,

The new cement block building was built on the south east corner of a four acre plot of
land donated to the town by Dr. George Badger of Lockport. The land was dedicated as "Hojack™
Park on June 15, 1981, A room at the west end of the depot was renovated and named the
"Arthur Schnoor Room"in recognition of Art's dedicated efforts to keep the renovation program
going. Ceilings were lowered in both the Patterson and Schnoor Rooms and lighting fixtures
added; Rest rooms were built adjoining the antique car building; "Hojack" Park was seeded
and landscaped with approximately 60 trees--some given as Memorials; a storage areawas built
on the south dock and a tool shed was added at thewest end ef the depot. Truly a remarkable
list when one considers the amount of volunteer labor that made it all possaible.

Other improvements included rugs for the library and Patterson Room; purchase of 75 fold-
ing chairs for the meeting room; also 12 tables, 7 display cases, coal heater, several fine
memorisls and other miscellaneous items.

In addition to volunteer labor, there have been many personsl donations of materials, money
artifacta. There have also been special contributions from the communlty-at-large including
gifts from the Lion's Club, Harrison Radiator Div,,GMC, Upson Company, Edmunds Company, Bob
Rohring, Don Kerwin, Erie County Savings, Village, Pfeiffers, Jack Perry, proceeds of Fashion
Show sponsored by the Delphic Circle, Gnostic Guild, Lakeshore Mothers'! Club, Elberta Mothers!
Club, and installation of the railroad caboose by Floyd Clark which he moved from Lockport.
The sociely has also acquired 10 antique and older model cars from members and friends with an
appraisal value of $74,500.00.

In return, during ten years of operation, the society has spent $18,310,00 for buiiding
supplies and mterials to improve the museum and grounds which belong to the Towm of Wilson.

It should further be noted that the Town of Wilson has been the principal backer of the
ruseum complex with yearly contributions of money, materials, and services.

In 1972, the society had 139 members. Five years later the number had increased to 393,
and today, there are 538 members on the rolls. This includes 36 Life Members and 39 Juniors.
(An additional 6 Life Membera have died, but the investment they made will help to support the
soclety indefinjtely.)

If the society is to accompiish as much in the next ten years as it did during the past ten,
it will be necessary for the present membership to carry on the work that has been started.
Some who helped with the gociety's initial growth are now departed or moved to other locations,
however, we must try to maintain the enthusiasm with which it all started, for in the words of
Ralph Waldo Bmerson, "Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiaam.*

*H X K X O X ¥ x »
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT:
When you renew your 1982 membership by mail, your new card will be attached to the next

copy of your "Newsletter®, This will save a considerable amount in postage.
LA EE B AR "
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MEETING SCHEDULE FOR APRIL:
Agril Sths Special meeting of all "Country Fair" Chajrmen will be held in the Patterson

Room, Monday evening at 7:30PM., FPlans will be made. It is important that you attend.
Qfficers and trustees will meet at the Patterson Room, Wednesday, April 1lhth, at 8PM.
Regular monthly meeting in Patterson Room, Monday evening, April 19th, at 7:30 PM.
Museum Committee will set up new exhibit, "Kitchen through the yeara-=-1800 and on®,

Tueaday, April 20th, at 1 PM, If you have items you can lcan for this display, please call

Eleanor Myers, 751-6053,

* K ¥ X # ¥ H * # *
APRIL MEETINGt

Your Newsletter editor will discuss the early history of the Holland Land Company and
trace the development of the towns on the Niagara Frontier.

Refreshments will be served by Marilyn Allgeier, Chrm., Jane Sinclair, and Carol Hastings.
A birthday cake will be provided to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Wilson Hist. Society.

¥ ¥ K OF ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ O 3
"COUNTRY FAIR™ MAKING PROGRESS:

The time for another Fair is just around the corner and some preparations are already
underway, Quilt tickets have been printed and are being distributed by Betty Stimson and
Millie Lonsbery. Some out-~of-town members have requested books and others may slso by con-
tacting Betty, howver, all non-local stubs, donations, and unsold tickets should be returned
to her by May 2hth,

Posters for the Fair have been printed and are being distributed at various antique shows
by Eleanor Myers, Norm Luff, and Norm MacAskill; while Nettie Stimson has addressed and mailed
out 160 contracts in anticipation of attracting 100 deslers to this year's event.

Edna Rose is again chairman of the society's "flea market”, and invites everyone to start
collecting their unwanted "goodies" and bring them to her or the museum real early. They may
be left at the museum any Sunday afternoon from 2 to LPM, but be sure to indicate they are
for the "flea market',

Seventy~six Businessmen in the town of Wilson gave contributions last year to advertise
the fair. Millie Croop plans to canvass the town in April to solicit their help again, Be
sure to watch for their names in our fair ads, and remember them when you shop or need service.

The Wilson Little League will sponsor another Chicken Bar-B«Q this year from 1 to S5FM, and
everyone is urged to support this worthwhile community activity. Members who feel unable to
work at the fair might consider baking a pie or two for our food concession. Past experience
shows we are always in need of more.

The importance of the “Country Fair® to the society's operation cannot be overemphasized.
Since 1973, it has been the main source of revenue for meeting necessary expenses. Here 1s a
1iat of essential services that were paid for during the past year:

New Tork Telephone $ 282.25
Niagara~Mohawk Eleciric $ Lht.25
National Fuel Gas $ 886,13
Newsletters,posters,contracts, mailing fees, etc. $ 596,46

Total-(2/1/81-2/2/82) $2,206.07

Sue Toenniessen, General Chairman, has the difficult task of convincing our busy members
that their services are needed. Many have already agreed to assume responsibility for vari-
ous fair sotivities inciuding Bob Rose-& Doc Argue, antigue cars; = Jobhn Myers, sudio and