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President S t e p s Down (Don Burrows) 2-98
G a r y F i t c h Takes Over 2-98
From Swamp t o F l o w e r C i t y 3-98
F i r e s Plagued E a r l y Wilson 4-98
H o r t o n s Hardware S t o r e 5-98
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The R a r e Donner Wagon 7-98
F i t t r o Farm A t t r ac t i on 7-98
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Making Wi lson H i s t o r y 9-98
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Firemen C e l e b r a t e 7 5 t h A n n i v e r s a r y 12-98

IN MEMORIUM

L t . C o l , F l o y d Hicks 1-98
Robert G. Thomas 4-98
Gertrude Schnoor 4-98
Lena Ta t e 9-98
A l f r e d Stevens 9-98
Rex Stacy10-98
Mar jor ie Lederhouse 10-98
L u c i l l e Upton 12-98
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MENS CLUBS THRIVED IN WILSON:
Two Mens Clubs were v e r y ac t i ve i n Wilson i n t h e e a r l y 1900's and t h e 1 9 2 0 ' s , and t h e

fi r s t one was organized on J a n u a r y 1, 1909.
The s t a t e d purpose o f t h e new c l u b was t o " I n c r e a s e good f e l l o w s h i p amongst i t s members;

t o advance t h e business and s o c i a l i n t e r e s t s i n t o w n ; and increase . e f fi c i e n t c y i n Good
c i t i z e n s h i p . "

In o r d e r to j o i n t h e C l u b , one had to be a t l e a s t 16 years o f age; o f good mora l cha rac ‑
t e r ; be recommended by t h e C l u b ' s membership commi t tee ; and w i l l i n g to s i g n t h e C l u b ' s
Const i tu t ion. The Membership f e e was 50 c e n t s , and dues were a d o l l a r a y e a r.

The Club met on t h e fi r s t F r i d a y n i g h t o f each m o n t h , and a spec ia l "Ladies N i g h t " was
a l s o h e l d each month in t h e f o r m e r Oddfe l low Rooms in Young S t r e e t .

Wecou ld n o t determine when t h i s c l u b d i s o l v e d , b u t it may have been abou t t h e t ime t h a t
t h e new Wilsonian C l u b became a c t i v e .

In A p r i l , 1916, t h e Wilsonian C l u b o f Wi lson was incorpora ted . , and accord ing to i t s
Cons t i t u t i on t h e p r i n c i p l e ob jec t i ves were to " P r o m o t e good fe l l owsh ip ; d e v e l o p a t h l e t i c
spor ts ; B u y, s e l l , and ho ld mortgages to improve r e a l e s t a t e ; and to e r e c t , r e p a i r , or
improve bu i l d ings in the v i l l a g e and town . "

The l a t e P h i l Brown of Washington, D C . , reca l l ed t h a t h i s f a t h e r , Sam B r o w n , Reuben F o o t e ,
and Frank Campbell helped oryanize the Wilsonian C l u b , and some of i t s fi r s t resident members
were Vi c to r B e r l i n , B . F. G a l e , Charles Tugwe l l , Roland S inger, Jake M i l l e r , Mer le Wi l son ,
Wil l iam Mudge, D r . John B u r n s , Mike Radigan, George M i d d l e t o n , E . M . Bigalow; Seward
M o o t , H . D . Pease , A l l a n H . H i n c h l i f f e , V. W . H a c k e t t , Rex Tu g w e l l , Wi l l iam L . H u r l b u r t ,
H.W. Smi th , F. A. F a e r y, and Fred A. Bigalow.

The resident member i n i t i a t i o n f e e was $100 and r e g u l a r dues were $1.00 q u a r t e r l y ,a l s o
res ident membership was l i m i t e d to 100 persons. There were other membership categor ies,
however, such as Associate members and non-resident members.

The Wilsonian C l u b was organized in t h e f o r m e r L u t h e r Wilson res idence at t h e t ime when
t h e f o r m e r Wilson home was becoming an eyesore at t h e v i l l a g e f o u r c o r n e r s .

I t was exc lus i ve l y a male organ iza t ion , and f o r many y e a r s many a c t i v i t i e s inc luded b o w l i n g ,
d a n c e s , band c o n c e r t s , and anaccasional "smoker" to watch b o x i n g matches.

There were th ree bow l i ng a l l e y s i n t h e b a s e m e n t , b u t t h e c e i l i n g was l o w . I t was sa id
t h a t when t a l l men such as Russ H u r l b u r t would b r i n g t h e i r arm back to b o w l t h e y ' d sometimes
h i t t h e c e i l i n g w i t h t h e b a l l .

There were a c o u p l e p o o l t a b l e s o n t h e fi r s t fl o o r , and o n t h e second fl o o r t h e south wing
was turned i n t o a n e l a b o r a t e banquet h a l l . F o r a l o n g t i m e , a coconut s h e l l , w i t h t h e n u t
s t i l l i n i t , was o n d i s p l a y. I t h a d been sen t t o t h e C l u b b y Char les Tu g w e l l when h e v i s i t e d
h i s s o n , R e x , i n P u e r t o Rico.

The b e a u t i f u l po rch a l o n g t h e southwest s i d e was used a s a bandstand when Lake S t r e e t
was roped o f f f o r d a n c e s , b u t t h i s porch was removed i n 1949 b y a f u t u r e owner.

I t was s a i d t h a t most o f t h e young men in Wilson who cou ld dance learned how at t h e
Wilsonian C l u b . P h i l Brown once w r o t e , "How d e l i g h t e d some of t h e g i r l s l i k e Naomi F i t c h ,
F e l i c e Campbel l , and H e l e n Maynard were when some o f u s ' c l u m s y - f o o t e d ' boys would make a n
a t t e m p t t o dance w i t h . them."

B y 1919 t h e c l u b was do ing w e l l . Seward Moot was P r e s i d e n t , C . A . W a l t e r was l s t V i c e - P r e s . ,
C . E . Johnson was 2né V i c e - P r e s . , and A . H . G a l e was S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r . There was a l s o a
1 5 member Board o f D i r e c t o r s .

In 1928, t h e Wilsonian Club was d isbanded , and B i l l K i r c h o f f purchased t h e b u i l d i n g . He
s o l d i t t o Dwight Wi lson who s t a r t e d u p a r e s t a u r a n t . The p r o p e r t y was l a t e r acqui red

b y Howard and Doro thy F i t z g e r a l d who r e d e g o r a t e d i t and operated i t a s t h e Wi lson House H o t e l .
L a t e r M r . and M r s . John Hope acqui red t h e premises and operated i t a s a r e s t a u r a n t and h o t e l .

Today t h e "Wilson House R e s t a u r a n t and I n n " i s managed b y Rico G u l i n o and Chuck M e r c u r i o ,
and is considered by many to be one of t h e areds fi n e s t res taurants .* * * * * * * * * *

JANUARY MEETINGS:
Janua ry 14th : Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing , Museum, 7:30 P M
January 26th : Regular.Monthly Meet ing , 7 :30 PM at Museum. (Note change to 4 t h Monday)

: * * * * * * * * * * :

BON MOT:
The h a n d w r i t i n g on t h e w a l l means t h a t t h e grandchi ldren have found t h e c r a y o n s .* w « . ** * * * * *
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Author Marie "Bobbie" Kalman , Niagra-on-the-Lake, has donated 10 autographed books f o r
t h e Schoolhouse "H is to r ic Communities S e r i i e s . "

Mary W. Brown, Washington, ° C , Sam Brown's L e d g e r f o r l s t s t o r e , l a t e r known as Welker and
Browns; a l s o "Niagara HistwAcTrai l" . .

Z i lpha P e t t y : 10 o l d books f o r Schoolhouse; a l s o 1965 Map of Niagara C o u n t y.
Jean Up ton , Newfane, NY: P ic tures f r o m R u r a l Schoo ls .
Schoolhouse Comm., Wanda B u r r o w s , Chrm. , Donor Recogn i t i on Book; notebook of pho tos .
Ann Te i p e r We l k e r, A l b a n y, NY: 3 books f o r schoolhouse, "Bow Wow & Mew Mew"(1911); F i r s t

Book of E n g l i s h , and "Lives of Presidents, 1889.
Ru th Kramer, Ransomvi l le , NY: Framed Poem f o r Schoolhouse.
J e f f r e y Tre ich le r : Two m i l k b o t t l e s (Lee t ch & Dickinson); 3 Mason J a r s ; One La rk i n Co .

B o t t l e ; One Coca C o l a B o t t l e ; One Whiskey B o t t l e ; Two F l a s k s ; Ten Medicine B o t t l e s ; One I n k
B o t t l e ; One I n s u l a t o r ; and Two unmarked B o t t l e s .

Anne F a e r y : Photos o f R o l l s Royce and Pierce A r r o w C a r s ; Two E a r l y Photos o f Museum f r o m A i r ;
1946 Lockpor t Phone Book ; D r . A rgue P r e s c r i p t i o n Pad; Two Land o f Cobblestone B o o k l e t s ; Pham‑
p h i r t , "Niagara" ( Vo l 1-No.10) ; 5 Misc. 35mm s l i d e s , and two sheets of 40 s l i des t a k e n at t h e
museum by t h e l a t e D r . John F. A r g u e .

Mar lene Schotz : Three boxes of 43 b o o k s , 9 rev iew books , 2 phamphlets, 1 v a l e n t i n e , 1 p l a g u e ,
ana one c h a l k box .

N e a l Wixon, B u f f a l o , N Y : One o i l p a i n t i n g o f an t ique s t o r e nea r Wilson Boathouse.
J im H a r o l d , A r l i n g t o n , VA ; 8 issues of Ant ique Automobile, " T i n L i z z i e " .

Kenneth Radig, Grand I s l a n d , N Y ; 1 P l o w ; 1 C o r n P l a n t e r ; 1 Hay F o r k ; 2 Saws; 1 S ledge Hammer,
and 1 A u g e r.

Jeanne Swanson, B u r t , N Y: Photo o f V i l l a g e o f Wilson f r o m t h e a i r (exce l l en t )
V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w : Wedding Dress & S l i p ; Bridesmaid Dress and H a t .
B i l l Rose: I r o n Wheel Luggage C a r t (1900) , o r i g i n a l l y f r o m B u f f a l o Tr a i n S ta t i on .

Jesse & Char les M i c h e l , Ransomvi l le , NY: L a r g e b l o w n up p i c t u r e and f r a m e of P r e s . McKinley
and group in 1901; a l s o B.E.News a r t i c l e regard ing McKinley.

Norma W i l t s e B r i g g s , F L : M r s . R o r e r ' s Cook Book (1886)
Donald Wi l tse: Two p a i r of c lamp on I c e Ska tes ( f o r schoolhouse).* * * * * * * * * *

CONNOR BIOGRAPHY:
An in teres t ing book le t on "Educational Oppor tun i t ies as viewed through the L i f e of Veronica

E. C o n n o r , *has been given f o r the museum l i b r a r y by i t s au tho r, Karen M. Raccuia, P r inc ipa l o f
the Thomas Marks School.

Veronica Elizabeth Conno r, who was born in 1810, began h e r education in the Gothic one room
School on R t . 93, j u s t west of Randal l Road. She.was.later enro l led in the Ransomville Publ ic
Schools where each teacher taugh t two grades. A f t e r graduat ion from t h e Niagara F a l l s High
Schoo l , she attended t h e Wilson Teacher's Tra in ing Class and graduated in 1929. Her fi r s t
t eaching j o b was in S c h o o l .i at P o r t e r Center on R t . 93.

She t o o k leave f r o m teaching in 1932 to f u r t h e r h e r education at B u f f a l o S t a t e Teachers C o l ‑
l e g e , and in 1936#«s appointed to the teaching/Principal pos i t i on in the Grand I s l a n d Schools.
Her l o n g and success fu l career in t h e fi e l d of edcation came to a climax in 1996 when the Grand
I s l a n d Middle School was renamed t h e "Veronica E. Connor Middle School " in h e r honor.* * * * * * * * * *

1QQ.‘YEARS MAKES A DIFFERENCE:
The guy who s a i d "what goes u p a l w a y s comes down" p r o b a b l y d i d n ' t pay t a x e s : Anyway, t h e

f o l l o w i n g i tem appeared i n t h e March 6 , 1896 e d i t i o n o f t h e Niagara F a l l s J o u r n a l :
"The v i l l a g e o f Wilson g o t t h r o u g h t h e fi s c a l y e a r o f 1895 o n $425.87 w i t h $92.50 s t i l l l e f t

i n t h e t r e a s u r y . "
*k * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
L t . C o l . F l o y d (J im) H i c k s , 9 1 , an Honorary member o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , d i e d N o v. 2 3 , ' 9 7 ,

a t home. H e was b o r n i n S o m e r s e t , t h e son o f Claude V. and Anna Armstrong Hicks.
He r e t i r e d f r o m t h e army in 1965, and f r o m t h e F e d e r a l Reserve Bank of San Francisco in 1971

as Ch ie f o f t h e P r o t e c t i o n Depar tmen t . He was a member o f t h e A l d e r g a t e Un i ted Methodist : - « :‑
Church of South San Francisco; L i f e Member of t h e Ret i red O f fi c e r s Associat ion; Sons of t h e
American Revo lu t i on ; B . P. O . E ; and an a v i d B o w l e r .

H e i s surv ived b y h i s w i f e , Bea t r i ce S t o c k w e l l H i c k s ; a daugh te r, Clawdia N o l l e r o f P o e n i x ,A Z
a s o n , S c o t t S t . James o f Va l l e y V i l l a g e , CA; 2 g r a n d c h i l d r e n , Navy L t . James ( K r i s t i ) N o l l e r o f
GUam; and L a u r a (Michael) Dixon of Phoenix,AZ.

A Memorial S e r v i c e w i l l b e h e l d a t S o u t h S a n F r a n c i s c o , and b u r i a l w i l l b e i n Greenwood
Cemetery, W i l son , a t a l a t e r d a t e .* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

Don Hammond o f O r l a n d o , F L , wr i tes t h a t h e spen t a l o t o f t ime working i n Wilson's o l d "Gem"
Theater du r ing t h e 1950 ' s , as d i d Rodney Toenniesen, Susie S c h e f fl e r , Danny L o r t , "Skip" P e t t i t ,
and Bob Steinman. Don no tes t h a t Harold Smi th r a n t h e "Gem" in t h e 5 0 ' s , and is s t i l l in t h e
movie business at Newport,TN. * * * * * * * * * *
JANUARY MEETING:

Mi les Linnabery, C h r m . , r e p o r t s t h a t ar rangements f o r t h e program meeting on J a n . 24, 1998,
a r e incomplete, and s u g g e s t syou watch f o r a n o t i c e in t h e Union Sun & J o u r n a l . Miss C a r o l e
Schnoor i s o u r new P u b l i c i t y Chrm. Lo r ra i ne Brady w i l l be i n charge o f re f r eshmen ts ,

The soc ie ty is resis ed g r a t e f u l to Nor ie Desso who d i d an e x c e l l e n t j o b as Refreshments Chrm.
f r o m 1992 through 1997. * * * * * * * * * *
QUIPS: The hardest door to open is a c l o s e d mind.
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Wanda E. Stephenson B u r r o w s , t h e daugh te r of Edmund and Audrey Bridgeman Stephenson, was
b o r n O c t . 13 , 1933 at Niagara F a l l s , N Y. She attended schoo l in t h e F a l l s and Wison , and
graduated f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l H i g h Schoo l in J u n e , 1951.

She had two ch i ld ren by h e r mar r i age to Donald A. B u r r o w s , a S o n , Donald K. (Cathleen) B u r ‑
r o w s ; and a daughter, J u l i e L. (Mark) Smith. They a l s o have f o u r grandchildren, Just in and
Stephanie B u r r o w s , and K a t e l y n and Chelsea Smi th .

Wanda and f a m i l y b e l o n g to E x l e y United Methodist C h u r c h , and she is Chairman of t h e Schoo l ‑
house Comm. , and G o r . . S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Wilson His to r i ca l S o c i e t y. S h e i s a l s o wel l -known t h r o u g h ‑
o u t town a s Deputy Town C l e r k o f W i l s o n , a p o s i t i o n s h e ' s h e l d f o r t e n years .

She and husband, D o n , a l s o own and operate t h e "Burrows F r u i t Farms" and h o l d membership in
r e l a t e d f a r m oryanizations l i k e t h e Niagara Co . Fa rm B u r e a u , and Western N . Y. App le Growers
and N . Y. C h e r r y Growers Associations.*k * * * * * * * * *

Donald E . F l a g l e r , t h e son o f E l w y n J . and Rosa Smith F l a g l e r , was b o r n i n Newfane o n March
22 , 1931, and attended Wilson C e n t r a l H i g h S c h o o l . In 1952 he married Dee Whitney and t h e y had
two c h i l d r e n , C r y s t a l F l a g l e r J o n e s , and Michael Whi tney F l a g l e r ; a l s o 4 grandch i l d r e n .

Donald fi r s t worked w i t h h i s Dad, E l w y n F l a g l e r , who moved t o Wilson i n 1931 w i t h a box f u l l
o f horseshoeing t o o l s . A l t hough i t was d u r i n g t h e " G r e a t Depression", E l w y n was a b l e to open
a blacksmith shop near t h e corner of Seneca and H i g h S t r e e t s in t h e v i l l a g e . He shoed horses
f o r t h e n e x t t e n years , b u t had to s t o p because of a h e a r t c o n d i t i o n , h o w e v e r , t h e horseshoeing
pa id f o r t h e fi r s t we ld ing machine and t h e F l a g l e r Weld ing Business was established in 1942.

Donald Flag ler r a n t h e Weld ing business u n t i l 1981 when he moved to Texas where h i s son and
daugh te r l i v e . There he worked f o r t h e F r i t t o - L a y Engineering & M f g . Co. u n t i l he r e t i r e d .* * * * * * * * * *

H e l e n F l a g l e r Ward, t h e daughter o f E l w y n and Rose Smith F l a g l e r , was b o r n on t h e F l a g l e r
Homestead in N e w f a n e , Nov. 2 3 , 1924. She attended a Newfane C o u n t r y S c h o o l , t h e Newfane V i l l a g e
S c h o o l , and graduated in 1942 f r o m t h e Wilson C e n t r a l H i g h School.She a l s o attended NCCC.

He len had th ree c h i l d r e n , S t u a r t Ward , Suzanne Ward , and Jud i th Ward Jacubek. The f a m i l y was
a f fi l i a t e d w i t h E x l e y United Methodist Chu rch , and H e l e n was a l s o ac t ive i n t h e L o c k p o r t Cam‑
e r a C l u b , and made porcela in d o l l s w i t h l o c a l d o l l a r t i s t s , F e r n G r e e n e , Bea B l i s s e t , and
M a r y S c h i l l i n g e r .

Helen revealed some i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r y o f h e r e a r l i e r years i n Newfane and W i l s o n , and r e ‑
ca l l ed t h a t when she and h e r s i s t e r attended grade school in Newfane, the Methodist Church
burned down. The fi r e was c l e a r l y v i s i b l e f r o m t h e northside windows o f the i r school which was
located where the M i l l e r Hose F i r e h a l l i s t o d a y.

School was dismissed because of a l l t he commotion on Main S t r e e t , and Helen's cous in , M. C o l ‑
l i n s , was ab le to take a p i c tu re of t he church-bel l f a l l i n g f rom the tower.

When h e r fami ly moved to W i l s o n , they bought t h e house at 159 McChesney S t r e e t , Her f a t h e r
jacked up t h e house on s t e e l beams obtained f r o m an o l d s t e e l b r i d g e , then layed b locks f o r a
c e l l a r and completely "gut ted" the house. A f t e r a year :o f renovation by h e r U n c l e , Lewis
Smi th , they moved i n . The house was said to have been ve ry o l d and the beams used to b u i l d i t
were floa ted over the lake to Wilson f rom Canada.

They attended the old wooden annex on back of t h e o l d Union School where each day the d a i r y
del ivered s m a l l b o t t l e s of f r e e m i l k everyone-- i t was depression t imes. Thei r 6 t h grade
t e a c h e r , M a r y F a r q u a r s e n , used t o march t h e C l a s s across Lake S t r e e t each day t o watch c o n ‑
s t r uc t i on o f t he new h i g h schoo l . H e l e n r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e new schoo l had t h e smoothest s i de ‑
w a l k s in town- -g rea t f o r r o l l e r - s k a t i n g on t h e i r o l d s t e e l s k a t e s .* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

Wewelcome new mebers P h i l i p W. Goodrich o f New B r i g h t o n , MN; a l s o C a p t . and M r s . C r a i g
King,OPOOE 09110 ; and Robert Van Housen of B u r n t H i l l s , N Y.

Generous contributions to t h e b u i l d i n g f u n d were received f r o m Paul ine K u r t z and Donald
and Av i t a Hammond, a l s o Tom and G a i l Walder and J im and C a r i l y n Warblow.* * * * * * * * * *
NEWSLETTER NOTICE:

There have been instances where some members have n o t received t h e i r N e w s l e t t e r s . I f you
know o f anyone who i s n ' t , p l e a s e c a l l Ka ra o r Sandy Holden a t 751-6596. N e w s l e t t e r a d d r e s s e s ,
i n c l u d i n g box n u m b e r s , must b e correct o r t h e P o s t O f fi c e w i l l n o t d e l i v e r them.*k * * * * * * * * *
SEWING CLUB "TOPS": .

Du r i ng t h e w in te r mon ths , a group o f v e r y a c t i v e women g o t t oge the r fofran evening o f sew‑
i n g and soc iab le s n a c k s , and as t ime went on t h e y decided to sew a q u i l t t o p f o r use in t h e
Memorial Day Q u i l t R a f fl e sponsored b y t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Quilters who j o i n e d in t h e p r o j e c t were Anne Rohr ing , Norma Ward, S h i r l e y E v a n s , E m i l y ‑
McAvoy, Barbara M o s h e r , Winnie T e r r y , M a r g e W i l l i a m s , and L o i s Barnum. The a c t u a l q u i l t i n g i s
done by B e t t y Stimson. :

The p a t t e r n chosen f o r t h e t o p i s c a l l e d " S u n Bonnet Sue Through The Ye a r " a n d , a s t h e t i t l e
suggests, t h e 12 b l o c k s making up t h e q u i l t t o p dep ic ts d i f f e r e n t even ts and h o l i d a y s t h r o u g h ‑
o u t t h e 12 months of t h e y e a r . The o r i g i n a l "Sunbonnet Sue" has been fami l ia r to t h e Q u i l t i n g
World f o r many years .

The lad ies of t h e " Q u i l t i n g C lub" have become a v e r y c lose-kni t group and havederived much
e n i o y m e n t f r o m t h e i r m e e t i n g s . The i r new q u i l t was d i s p l a y e d a t t h e Keenan C e n t e r l a s t F a l l .
and w i l l be on d i s p l a y at o t h e r locat ions i n c l u d i n g t h e Wilson Town H a l l .

The lad ies d o n o t p l a n t o r e s t o n t h e i r l a u r e l s . and a r e a l r e a d y s t a r t i n g a p a t t e r n f o r 1999.* * * * * * * * * * :
SOUNDINGS:

I t ' s t h e l i t t l e t h i n g s t h a t mat ter most. What good's a bathtub w i thou t a plug?* *« * * * * * * * *«
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PRESIDENT STEPS DOWN:
Don B u r r o w s , who s k i l l f u l l y guided t h e Wilson His to r i ca l S o c i e t y t h r o u g h t h e pas t f o u r years ,

h a s decided to s t e p down and t u r n t h e leadersh ip r o l l over to G a r y F i t c h .
C o n s i d e r i n g Don's b u s y career a s a f r u i t - g r o w e r , i t i s remarkable t h a t s o many t h i n g s were

accomplished under h i s t e r m of o f fi c e . Unasumming and easy going, he h a s t h a t g r e a t a b i l i t y to
g e t t h i n g s done w i t h o u t r u f fl i n g t o o many f e a t h e r s .

A n a t i v e o f Wilson and product o f t h e Wilson S c h o o l s , Don has been a f r u i t - g r o w e r f o r over
4 5 years. H e and h i s w i f e , Wanda, a r e members o f E x l e y U.M. C h u r c h , and have two c h i l d r e n , D o n ‑
a l d K. B u r r o w s , and J u l i e B. Smith--a lso f o u r grandchildren.

H i s a g r i c u l t u r a l career involved s e r v i n g on many boards--several as P r e s i d e n t , and he a l s o
owns and operates t h e Bur rows Weld ing Shop ad jacen t to h i s home. It h a s n ' t been a l l work and no
p l a y , h o w e v e r , a s h e s t i l l found t ime t o work w i t h Cub Pack 21; operate h i s own Ham R a d i o , and. :
enjoy h u n t i n g and fi s h i n g .

Many t h i n g s have been accomplished by t h e H i s to r i ca l S o c i e t y s ince Don has been P r e s i d e n t ,
and we mention a few because we bel ieve people l i k e to know what 's going on at the museum.

Five acres o f land was donated by the l a t e D r . George Badger o f Lockpo r t , a l s o a v i t a l s t r i p
of land adjacent to the Depot was donated by Donald and M a r y Ann Basi l of Wilson. Four thousand
f e e t of t i l e was instal led in the 5 acre p l o t f o r dra inage, and the land was then seeded.

A new r o o f was pu t on the F i t t r o Shop, and the. outside painted; a new overhead door was i n ‑
s t a l l e d i n the Argue Car B u i l d i n g , a l s o a d r o p c e i l i n g s o h e a t could b e brought i n t o t h e p l a c e .
A new gas f u r n a c e has a l s o been added.

A new t i l e fl o o r was l a i d i n the Barnum B u i l d i n g k i tchen a l o n g w i t h a c o o l e r and stove ac ‑
quired f rom the South Wilson F i r e Company. A newoverhead door was a l s o instal led and the i n ‑
side w a l l s painted by Dar re l l and S a l l y Smith. With exception of t he Depot, a l l o ther b u i l d i n g s
were painted i n c l u d i n g the Barnum B u i l d i n g , D r . John Argue Car B u i l d i n g ; and F i t t r o Barn .

A new cement pad was ins ta l l ed in t h e new S h e l t e r , and t h e ent i re structure was stained by
Micky H u n t e r.

Memorial t r e e s have been planted each year on t h e museum grounds, and in 1997 a t r e e was
planted by t h e l o c a l 4-H C lub in h o n o r of t h e l a t e Winnie Fischer.

A t rend to encourage youthparticipation at t h e museum f a c i l i t y was enhanced by t h e relocation
of t h e Randall Road Schoolhouse on t h e museum grounds. The school h a s been furnished and reno ‑
vated under t h e guidance of Wanda B u r r o w s , C h r m . , so it l o o k s l i k e it was in t h e l a t e 1800's.
Other ac t iv i t ies such as Eas te r Egg Hunts and Hol loween P a r t y have been promoted to a t t r ac t
youngsters to t h e museum.

One of t h e b i g g e s t achievements unde r t h e Burrows Administration was t h e erect ion of a 50 X
8 0 f o o t p o l e b a r n w i t h fl o o r which provides much needed s t o r a g e space f o r h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y
acquis i t ions and equipment. One of t h e most impressive s i g h t s in t h e s t o r a g e b a r n is a l a r g e
Tanker Truck donated to t h e museum by t h e Wilson Vo lun tee r F i r e Co . #1.

A l though Don has turned t h e leadersh ip o f t h e s o c i e t y over to G a r y F i t c h , we suspect he w i l l
continue to beh e a v i l y involved in museum act iv i t ies- - i t j u s t i s n ' t h i s nature to q u i t .* * * * * * * * * *
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NEW PRESIDENT TAKES OVER:
G a r y F i t c h , n e w l y e lected President o f t h e Wilson His to r ica l S o c i e t y, assumed o f fi c e on

J a n . 1, 1998. He served as l s t Vice-President d u r i n g t h e p a s t 4 years a n d , p r i o r to t h a t , was
a member o f t h e Board o f Trus tees . He and h i s w i f e , P a t r i c i a , have been members since 1974.

G a r y i s a nat ive o f W i l s o n , t h e son o f Dud ley and E l s i e Bur rows F i t c h , and a product o f t h e
Wi lson C e n t r a l Schoo l . He graduated w i t h t h e C l a s s of 1954, and in h i s mar r i age to Patr icia
M c K e r n a n , t h e y had f o u r c h i l d r e n , 2 b o y s and 2 g i r l s .

G a r y is descended f r o m Enoch F i t c h , S r . , w h o , in 1829, purchased 100 acres of l a n d on what
is now known as t h e F i t c h Road, town of Wi lson. ; ‘ ;

Decendants of Enoch F i t c h have ra ised app les in Niagara Coun ty f o r n e a r l y 170 years. and
G a r y c u r r e n t l y operates t h e Ontario Cold S t o r a g e p l a n t i n WI lson.

Other n e w l y elected o f fi c e r s who w i l l b e work ing w i t h G a r y a re D a r r e l l S m i t h , l s t V i c e - P r e s . ,
Gordon S t r a b l o w , 2nd V i c e - P r e s . , Richard S c h m i d l e , S e c r e t a r y , Wanda B u r r o w s , C o r . S e c . , and
Judy K i n g , T r e a s u r e r .

Three new trustees elected to D e c . 3 1 , 2000 a r e : B r u c e M u c k , Pam Groff , and Lo is Barnum.
. k o * « & & E R M & F F &

QUIPS: .
Teachers found o u t a l o n g t ime ago what advertisers have learned s ince . . . say ing i t once i s

n o t enough. ke ok ke kk & & eK RF
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Wi lbur R. Reese, son of Wa l t e r and Edna Smi th Reese, was b o r n on t h e Randa l l Road, Wilson.
on S e p t - 20- 1918. He at tended t h e R a n d a l l Rd- Schoolhouse. Dist-#8- where he c o m p l e t e d e i g h t
grades i n 6 %y e a r s . ’ H e g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wilson H i g h School a s S a l u t a t o r i o n o f t h e C lass o f ' 3 4 .
and received a B . S . in education at B u f f a l o S t a t e Teache r ' s C o l l e g e in 1938. He a l s o a t tended
Ohio S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y a s a s p e c i a l g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t i n P s y c h o l o g y.

He had 3 ch i ld ren by h i s marr iage to Hope El izabeth King; Wi l l iam J. R e e s e , Sandra Reese
H o y e r . and Lois Reese Wordermeyer. They a t tended t h e F r e e Me thod i s t , M e t h o d i s t , B a p t i s t , and
Episcopal churuhes, b u t never joined any.

‘ H e is a member of t h e American Psycho log ica l S o c i e t y, Na t iona l Vocat iona l Guidance A s s o c . ,
Board of Managers Of the V i r g i n i a Congress of PTA; t h e Williamsburg-James C i t y Community A c t i o n
Board ; and is l i s t e d in "Who's Who in t h e South and Southwest . "

Dur ing World War II he was a Nava l P i l o t and a t t a i ned t h e r a n k of L t . Commander. A f t e r t h e
war , at Columbus, OH, he was t h e commanding o f fi c e r of F l i g h t Squadron, VF 67E. From 1950 to
1964 he was Commanding O f fi c e r of a N a v a l Reserve Composite Co. a t Wi l l iamsburg, VA. He rece ived
a c e r t i fi c a t e o f ret i rement i n 1978.

M r . Reese has done research o n 117 f a m i l i e s , and one o f i n t e r e s t t o W i l s o n , was o n Henry
Maham, J r . , who gave t h e l a n d on which t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse f o r m e r l y s t o o d . Maham's
house was n e a r t h e cab in of Asa Randa l l a f t e r whom t h e R a n d a l l Road was named.* * * * * * * * * *
L e s t e r S. C l a r k and B e t t y Anne C l a r k of Hayward, CA, have been made H o n o r a r y L i f e Members of
t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c .

L e s t e r ig a n a t i v e o f Wi l son , t h e son o f M e r l e and E t h e l Ward C l a r k o f Wi l son , and was b o r n
March 7 , 1926. H e gradua ted f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l i n 1944, and f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f
C a l i f o r n i a a t B e r k l e y i n 1954.

A f t e r se rv ing i n t h e A i r f o r c e du r i ng Wor ld War I I , h e became a n inves to r and S a l e s R e p r e ‑
sen ta t i ve f o r s e v e r a l Na t iona l Corpora t ions - -as w e l l as f o r h i m s e l f . H i s outs ide a c t i v i t i e s
inc lude membership in t h e Presbyter ian Church and " S p i r i t o f ' 13 ' C l u b " . L e s t e r ' s f a m i l y comes
fi r s t , b u t he g e t s much s a t i s f a t i o n f r o m h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h people- -espec ia l ly v o l u n t e e r s .

B e t t y Anne C l a r k was b o r n i n D e n v e r, C O , June 5 , 1928, t h e daughter o f James and N a t a l i e
F l e g e l M a r c o s . She at tended L i n c o l n E lementary Schoo l a t L o d i , CA; a l s o Needham Jun io r H i g h
and L o d i H igh S c h o o l . She a l s o a t t e n d e d t h e Healds Bsssiness C o l l e g e a t S a c r a m e n t o , C A ; and
Sacramento Junior C o l l e g e .

Both B e t t y and L e s t e r are a f fi l i a t e d w i th t h e C e n t e r v i l l e Presbyter ian Church at Fremont ,CA;
and B e t t y is interested in church groups and book c l u b s .

B e t t y and L e s t e r have fi v e chi ldren: James St i l lman C l a r k ; C a r o l C l a r k Romero; Kathleen
C l a r k P a t e l ; Les l i e C l a r k L i l l y ; and J e f f r e y John C l a r k .

* * * * * .* ke *& * *

SENIOR BREAKFAST:
On Dec. 16, 1997, n e a r l y 200 Wilson area senior c i t i zens attended the annua l b reak fas t p u t

on f o r them by students of the Wilson C e n t r a l School. A del ic ious break fas t was served a long
w i t h e x c e l l e n t entertainment provided by students f rom Thomas Marks and Stevenson Elementary
Schools , a l s o the Middle School and High School of Wilson.
. The w e l l coordinated program was hosted by Mrs . Palacios o f the Wilson Teachers Assoc ia t i on ,

and welcoming remarks were made by Dan ie l C o n n o r , S u p t . , Michael Wendt , P r i n c i p a l of t h e Mid ‑
d l e S c h o o l , and M r . Johnson, P r i n c i p a l o f t h e H igh Schoo l .* * * * * * * * * *
STUDENT ACHIEVER:

K y l e Andrews, son of S h e l l y and L a r r y Andrews of W i l s o n , a t tended t h e Nat iona l Youth L e a d e r ‑
s h i p Forum o n Law and t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n which was h e l d r e c e n t l y i n Washington, DC. There K y l e
h a d . t h e opportuni ty to meet w i t h l a w y e r s of s e v e r a l prest igous l a w fi r m s where he l e a r n e d
fi r s t hand about careers in b o t h t h e l e g a l p ro fess ion and government .

He was a b l e to e x p l o r e and t o u r t h e Cap i to l , . iand o t h e r h i g h l i g h t s o f h i s experience i n ‑
c l u d e d meet ing and speaking w i t h T r e n t L o t t , M a j o r i t y Leader of t h e S e n a t e , and l e g a l a n a l y s t
V i c t o r i a Toesing, a f r e q u e n t gues t o n CNN's " C r o s s fi r e " .

K y l e ' s g r a n d m o t h e r, L o i s Barnum, made i t p o s s i b l e f o r him t o a t t e n d t h e Forum b y h e l p i n g t o
sponsor h i s t r i p to Washington. K y l e , a t o p s t u d e n t in Wi lson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , h a s a l s o been a
g r e a t h e l p a t t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc i e t y ' s a n n u a l Memorial Day F a i r s .* * * * * * * * * *
SPECIAL REQUEST:

Judy K i n g , T r e a s . , wou ld l i k e t o remind everyone t h a t h e r P o s t o f fi c e address i s i n N e w f a n e - ‑
n o t Wilson. A l l correspondence to h e r should be addressed t o : 2898 Beebe Road, Newfane 14108.* * * * * * * * * *
CABOOSE PROJECT:

The s i d i n g o n t h e t h e n o r t h s ide o f t h e caboose i s b a d l y i n need o f r e p l a c e m e n t . D a r r e l l
Smi th hopes to t a c k l e t h e j o b when weather pe rm i t s n e x t Sp r ing . He is in te res ted in l i n i n g up
two o r t h r e e men who a r e handy w i t ha saw o r hammer who might b e w i l l i n g - t o h e l p him. H e can
be r e a c h e da t 751-0102. Our caboose i s e x t i n c t and w e l l w o r t h p rese rv i ng - - can you he lp?* * * * * * * * * *
QUILT NOTES:

Ticke ts f o r t h e qu i l t - d raw ing a r e enc losedw i t h t h i s N e w s l e t t e r , making i t poss ib le f o r one
of o u r members to own one of t h e n i c e s t q u i l t s e v e r o f f e r e d by t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc . What
makes t h i s y e a r ' s q u i l t so spec ia l i s t h e f a c t t h a t many o f your f r i e n d s had a i hand in
sewing and q u i l t i n g i t » F o r t h i s w e t h a n k , Norma Ward, S h i r l e y Evans , Emi ly McAvoy, Barb Mosher,
Winnie Te r r y , pgarge Wi l l i ams , L o i s Barnum, and B e t t y Stimson.

P lease r e t u r n y o u r q u i l t s t ubs d i r e c t l y t o B e t t y St imson, Box 162, Wi lson , N Y 14172.*_* * * * * * * * *

BON MOT:
A rumor is as hard to unspread as b u t t e r .

* * * * *, * * * * *
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

J a n e t Sporleder of Wilson: Movie Camera
E d A l l g e i e r : W e l l Pump; L o g - r o l l e r ; H o r s e drawn mowing machine.
H e n r y Scarupa,Ransomville: 1 P l a n e ; 1 A u g e r ; 2 L e v e l s ; 1 Saw; NYS License t a g , 1938.
K a r e n Raccu ia , E a s t Amherst: Bookm biography on t h e L i f e of Veronica Connor.* * * * * * * * *k *

EAGLE SCOUT:
Congratulations to Chr i s topher S c h u l t z , Chestnut R d . , who s u c c e s s f u l l y completed a l l r e ‑

quirements necessary to earn t h e r a n k of E a g l e Scou t . C h r i s , a member of t r o o p 67 , was r e c o g ‑
nized at a specia l E a g l e C o u r t of Honor conducted by t h e Niagara D i s t r i c t I roquo is T r a i l Coun ‑
c i l a t Nor th Ridge U.M. C h u r c h , J a n . 1 0 , 1998. ;

Chris completed h i s Community Service requirements by l e a d i n g a group of Scouts in renova‑
t i n g and r e fi n i s h i n g about 20 desks f o r t h e o l d Randal l Rd. Schoolhouse. Among h i s o the r t a l ‑
e n t s , Chr is was Valedictorian of t h e C l a s s of ' 9 7 ; maintained a 98.17% average in academics;
was President of t h e Senior C l a s s ; part ic ipated im Band and Student C o u n c i l ; played Va r s i t y
B a s e b a l l , Te n n i s , and F o o t b a l l ; and i s l i s t e d i n Who's Who among American School Students.

Chr is i s t h e son o f Calv in "Dick" and Sue S c h u l t z , C h a r t e r members o f t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP NEWS:

P l e a s e welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: Tim Cramb o f W i l s o n ; Chr is Demmin o f Yo r k s h i r e , N Y;
L a r r y Demmin o f K ings M t . , N C ; Michele S inge r Ross o f Vienna, VA; Jud i th Gerlach o f W i l s o n ;

New L i f e Members a r e J o y c e Richards of W i l s o n , and L e s t e r and B e t t y Ann C l a r k of Hayward,CA.
H o n o r a r y Members: Joan Kerrison o f R o c h e s t e r, N Y; Myron Webster o f Lockport,NY; Don C r o o p

o f W i l s o n , N Y; and Vincent Loomis o f O c a l a , F L .
Generous B u i l d i n g Fund Donations were received f r o m Les te r and B e t t y C l a r k ; Tom and Helen

Rodgers; Michele S inge r R o s s ; Winona Hamb l i n ; G a i l and Tom J e a c o c k ; Richard and Janice Z ipp ;
Robert and Ann B o t z e r ; Myron and Ruth W e b s t e r ; John and Barbara Ga le Cowan; M a r y Margare t
Welker Y o u n g ; Kathv and Adrian Frederichs: A l f r e d and Martha S tockwe l l H a r v e v ; Eva Zortman:
and A l thea and R o b e r t Eastman A s p e c i a l Ridaq Fund Donation was g i v e n by G a r v P e t t i t who
designated t h a t i t be used toward pa in t i ng t h e D e p o t .* * * * * ** * * *
TOWN OFFICIALS SWORN I N :

Seat ing capacity at Town H a l l was "Standing Room O n l y " , J a n . 1 , 1998, when Mar i l yn A l i g e i e r ,
fi r s t l a d y to ever be elected supervisor in the town of Wilson was sworn in at 4PM.

Opening remarks were given by John G r o u p , C h r m . , Republican Comm., and Rev. Edward Irwin
of E x l e y U.M. Church delivered the Invocation. Hon. Amy J. F r i c a n o , Niag. Co. Court Judge,
administered the oaths of o f fi c e to the f o l l o w i n g o f fi c i a l s , (accompanied by f a m i l y members. ):

M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r, Supervisor; Brad L. C l a r k , S r . , Councilman; Bruce G. Muck , Councilman;
Wanda E . B u r r o w s , Town C l e r k ; George R . B e r g e r , Town J u s t i c e ; and Kathleen D i x o n , Tax C o l l e c t o r

A reception was he ld in t h e Conference Room immediately a f t e r hosted by Jan Sporleder and
Barbara Mosher. * * * * * * * * * *
AROUND THE MUSEUM:

Sincere thanks t o Dan K i n g , D a y l P h i l l i p s , and Dan and Chris P h i l l i p s f o r d igging out the
trenches and l a y i n g l i n e s to t h e schoolhouse f o r phone and power. A l s o to Rober t Rohr ing who
roto-rooted sewer l i n e w i t h 100' of Cab le . No obstructions found.

The p r e t t y Christmas t r e e t r imming and l i g h t i n g was done t h i s year by K e v i n , L e a h , J u d y,
and Savannah K i n g . Thanks f o r b r i n g i n g some Christmas cheer to t h e museum.

S a l l y S m i t h , C h r m . , repo r t s t h a t 100 more copies have been ordered o f t h e " Va l i a n t Men o f
B a t t e r y M" and t h e "Cobblestone T r a i l " . Bo th b o o k l e t s were s o l d o u t .

Mar t ie and Cathy Stephenson have been g i ven permission to have a Memorial t r e e planted on t h e
museum grounds f o r t h e i r g randfa ther.

The schoolhouse comm. has placed an o l d pump and p l a t f o r m near t h e f r o n t of t h e o l d schoo l .
The pump was denated b y M a r i l y n and Edward A l l g e i e r .

D o r o t h y Maxfield repor ted t h a t K a r a Holden h a s s t a r t e d to make up some new ident ificat ion
cards f o r t h e museum. This w i l l be a g r e a t improvement when t h e new computerized cards a r e u p .

The new L i f e Membership P l a q u e a l r e a d y has s i x names on i t .* * * * * * * * * *
MYERS ROOM:

A new p l a q u e h a s been attached to t h e d o o r of t h e t i c k e t o f fi c e designat ing i t as t h e "John
and E l e a n o r Myers Room". The l a t e President and E l e a n o r were b o t h c h a r t e r members of t h e S o c i ‑
e t y and contributed many h o u r s of t ime and l a b o r to improveMuseum f a c i l i t i e s .

The Myers Room contains a Memorial Case f e a t u r i n g r a r e rad io equipment f r o m t h e col lect ion
of t h e l a t e pres ident , a l s o many o t h e r r a d i o and wi re less a r t i f a c t s aquired by t h e museum.* * * * * * * * * *
FEBRUARY CALENDAR: ;

Feb. l l t h : Board of D i r e c t o r Mee t ing ; Patterson Room; 7:30 PM.
Feb. 2 3 r d , R e g u l a r M o n t h l y Meet ing ; P a t t e r s o n Room; 7:30 P M

The musuem w i l l b e closed o n Sunday t o v i s i t o r s u n t i l A p r i l 5 t h .* * * * * * * * * *
FEBRUARY MEETING:

P r o y r a mf o r Feb. 23rd meet ing should b e i n L o c k p o r t J o u r n a l . C a r o l e Schnoor i s o u r new
p u b l i c i t y chairman. Lorraine B r a d y, C h r m . , w i l l a r r a n g e f o r refreshments f o l l o w i n g meet ing.* * * * * * * * * * .
SOUNDINGS:

Q u a n t i t y i s what you can count . Q u a l i t y i s what you can count o n .* * - * * * * * * *
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FROM SWAMP TO "FLOWER CITY" :
One m i g h t say t h a t Wilson is sandwiched between t h e two l a r g e s t , sprawling, c i t i e s in WNY,

B u f f a l o and Rochester. Since most of us have a p r e t t y f a i r idea of B u f f a l o ' s e a r l y h i s t o r y , we
t h o u g h t i t m igh t b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o d o some research o n how Rochester g o t i t s s t a r t .

We were surpr ised to l e a r n t h a t Rochester began i t s development in 1790 , 20 years b e f o r e .
Wi lson was s e t t l e d , when Samuel L a t t a accuired considerable acreage and s t a r t e d a warehouse at
t h e mouth of t h e Genesee R i v e r.

At t h e t i m e , what is now Rochester was o n l y a "mud h o l e " or d ismal swamp, h o w e v e r , in 1800,
C o l . Nathaniel Rochester came f r o m Maryland to l o o k over t h e p l a c e t h a t would l a t e r b e a r h i s
name.

The harbor a t C h a r l o t t e was made a P o r t o f E n t r y i n 1805 , and t h i n g s began t o l o o k u p a f e w
years l a t e r when a community p i cn i c was h e l d at t h e corner of what is now Main & S t . P a u l S t reess .

A n e a r l y s e t t l e r , Edwin Scranton once wro te : " I n t h e daytime you could h e a r and see t h e d e e r
in t h e swamps, wh i le at n i g h t t h e r e was t h e mournful sound of h o o t i n g o w l s , b a r k i n g f o x e s , or
Howling wolves."

Derick S i b l e y was an auctioneer in 1812 when the l i t t l e community was ca l led Roches terv i l l e ,
and when the fi r s t census was taken in 1815 there was o n l y a population of 331 persons.

In 1813, Rochester's Main S t ree t consisted of a cabin or two w i t h the beaut i fu l Genesee River
winding through hundreds of g rea t t r e e s w i t h t h i c k underbrush crowding i t s banks. A l o n e woocen
br i dge crossed the r i v e r near the f a l l s , and F r o n t S t r e e t used to be a h i g h water Creek w i t h an
is land separating it f r o m the main channel.

James C a r t e r was the fi r s t Blacksmith and probably the busiest man in town in those "Covered
Wagon Days". That was about t he same time t h a t Gideon Cob. cut the timber and removed the stumps
t o make a 3 rod road where S t a t e S t r e e t i s t o d a y.

The fi r s t marr iage was on O c t . 8, 1815, when Miss Del ia Scranton became t h e br ide o f the
t o w n ' s fi r s t t a i l o r , Jehiel Barnard. Then in 1816, t h i n g s r e a l l y began to happen in the v i l l a g e .
A Band was organized; t h e fi r s t w e e k l y newspaper, t h e Rochester G a z e t t e , was published; and t h e
f o l l o w i n g year a 26 member vo lun tee r fi r e company was organized.

The fi r s t Coun ty C o u r t was h e l d in 1821 in t h e a t t i c of t h e famous Ensworth T a v e r n , anc f r o m
1824 t o 1834, Rochester became embroiled i n a s t o r m y movement i n i t i a t e d b y Josiah B i s s e i l , J r . ,
A. R i l e y , and A. C h a m p i o n ,who considered it wicked to r u n s tages and b o a t s or de l i ve r ma i l on
Sundays. An ordinance was passed to fi n e any t u g b o a t Captain $200 f o r sounding a b u g l e on t h e
Sabba th , and anyone hav ing a n ine p i n bow l ing a l l e y could be fi n e d $5 a d a y.

The 1 9 t h c e n t u r y v i l l a g e a l s o boasted a Vig i l ance Committee o f s i x men, each armed w i t h a
p i s t o l and k n i f e , who k e p t l a w and order w i t h a fi r m hand. L o a fi n g around t h e town pump a t t h e
" F o u r Corners" w a S a l s o u n l a w f u l , and householders who d i d n o t sweep t h e i r sidewalks eve ry
Sa tu rday pa id a $1.00 fi n e .

The fi r s t cana l aqueduct over t h e Genesee R ive r was completed in 1823 and c o s t $83,000. In
1824 t h e Rochester Female S o c i e t y erected t h e fi r s t F r e e Schoo l on Washington S t r e e t on a l o t
donated b y Wi l l iam F i t z h u g h . I t was a l s o near t h a t s i t e t h a t t h e fi r s t tomatoes were grown a s
a  vege tab le .

I n 1827, t h e fi r s t C o u r t House was p u i l t o n t h e south s ide o f Main S t r e e t a t t h e f o u r c o r n e r s ,
and t h e b u i l d i n g was made f r o m s tone quarr ied o n t h e s i t e . I t was erected o n a l o t donated b y
C o l . R o c h e s t e r , C o l . F i t z h u g h , and Major C a r r o l .

In 1823 t h e Reynolds Arcade was p u t up and s a i d to be t h e l a r g e s t most expensive b u i l d i n g
in t h e United S t a t e s , eas t of A l b a n y . In it was t h e fi r s t Postoffice and t h e fi r s t Justice
C o u r t , and h e r e t h e fi r s t physician pract ised and t h e fi r s t l a w y e r espoused t h e pr inc ip les of
t h e l e g a l profession.

Another landmark in t h e 1800's was t h e E a g l e Ta v e r n which stood where t h e Powers H o t e l was
l a t e r b u i l t . a t t h e f o u r c o r n e r s , The E a g l e Ta v e r n was a l e a d i n g h o s t e l y and haven f o r weary
t r a v e l e r s f o r 4 0 years b e f o r e i t was t o r n down i n 1868.

The C a r t h a g e Rai l road o f 1833 was t h e f o r e r u n n e r o f t h e s t r e e t c a r . I t was 2 mi les l o n g , anc
t h e " h o r s e ra i l r oad " s ta r t ed a t t h e eas t end o f t h e o l d aqueduct a t Water S t r e e t .

Jonathan Ch i ld was Rochester's fi r s t Mayor and he t o o k h i s oa th of o f fi c e at t h e fi r s t
meet ing of t h e Common Council h e l d on June 1 0 , 1834. MaYOR Ch i ld was a schoolteacher who t a u g h t
at U t i c a , then s e t t l e d in Char lo t te where he became a merchant and postmaster. He was married
to C o l . Rochester's daugh te r.

These a r e a few of t h e t h i n g s t h a t happened as Rochester grew o u t of a muddy swamp to become
one of America's great industr ia l and c u l t u r a l c i t i e s .* * ** * * * * * *
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MILES OF PROGRAMS:

-BeingProg ram.Cha i rman and arranging f o r h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty entertainment i s no easy t a s k
and may, perhaps, b e one o f t h e most d i f fi c u l t p o s i t i o n s h e l d b y anyone. That i s why o u r " H a t
is o f f " to Mi les Linnabery who is beginning h i s 4 t h y e a r as Program Chrm.

Looking back over t h e p a s t 3 y e a r s , we c a n ' t remember anytime when M i l e s ' s i n v i t e d g u e s t s
d i d n ' t p r e s e n t in te res t ing , u n u s u a l , or h i s t o r i c programs-‐ -always of i n te res t to someone if n o t
everyone. Now, w i t h new P u b l i c i t y Chrm. C a r o l e Schnoor t a k i n g o v e r , i t can be expec ted t h a t t h e
membership, as w e l l as t h e p u b l i c , w i l l be b e t t e r informed of up-coming programs so y o u can p l a n
t o a t t e n d them o n t h e 4 t h Monday n i g h t o f t h e month.

At t h e meeting on March 2 3 r d , M r . Mark Jones of Eden, N Y, w i l l n o t o n l y " To o t on h i s Tuba" ,
b u t w i l l a l s o t a l k about and show examples of B r a s s Bands in WNY f r o m 1812 to t h e C i v i l War e r a .
M r . Jones , who is w e l l - v e r s e d on t h e s u b j e c t , is P r e s . of t h e B u f f a l o Musician's Associat ion.

A t t h e A p r i l 27th meet ing, Dave Dickerson o f Newfane w i l l t a l k on t h e v e r y in te res t ing s u b ‑
j e c t , "Prisoners at F o r t Niagara dur ing Wor ld War I I . "

Then, guess what? , t h e May 25th meeting i s c a n c e l l e d because i t f a l l s o n t h e day o f o u r Grea t
Memorial Day F a i r . In view of t h i s , it was decided to g i v e Mi les a vaca t i on so h e ' l l have more
energy to expend on t h e F a i r . _

O n June 22nd, t h e s o c i e t y w i l l g a t h e r a t t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g f o r i t s a n n u a l d inner and com ‑
mi t t ee r e p o r t s . A s o f t h i s N e w s l e t t e r , t h e program, which i s u s u a l l y coordinated w i t h t h e
d i n n e r, has n o t y e t been determined.

And of c o u r s e , as in t h e p a s t , t h e r e w i l l be no program meetings d u r i n g J u l y and Augus t .
B e f o r e l e a v i n g t h e s u b j e c t of program chairmen, we wish to s t a t e t h a t o u r s o c i e t y has h a d a

number of good ones s t a r t i n g w i t h o u r fi r s t program chairman, B e t t y Stimson. Fo l low ing B e t t y
were John Rodgers; L o i s Barnum; Norman M a c A s k i l l ; Do ro thy Linnabery; Barbara Mosher; J a n e t
Nas lund ; and c u r r e n t l y , M i l es Linnabery.

Doro thy Linnabery served t h e l o n g e s t w i t h n i n e memorable y e a r s ; and Barbara Mosher was n e x t
w i t h s i x g r e a t y e a r s . * * * * * * * * * *
NZW LIFE MEMBER:

Joyce Sal isbury Richards, t h e daughter o f Emmet W. and Beat r i ce Lockwood Sa l i sbury, was born
February 12 , 1931, Wi lson, NY.

She g radua ted f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l School in 1947; SUNY at Genesseo; Un ivers i t y o f B u f f a l o ;
and Niagara U n i v e r s i t y.

She had fi v e ch i ld ren by h e r marriage to Robert F. Richards,(deceased) Wi l l i am, Stephen,
Dan ie l , Sharon, and Rexanne

Joyce is a member o f the Episcopal Church, and jo ined t h e Wilson His to r i ca l Society in 1993.
She upgraded he r membership to the L i f e Membership Class in December, 1997.

* * * * * * x * _* *
EARLY HARBOR IMPROVEMENT:

In the year 1846, Luther Wilson obtained permission f r o m t h e S e c r e t a r y of War to b u i l d two
p i e r s o u t i n t o Lake O n t a r i o , 200 f e e t a p a r t a t t h e mouth o f 1 2 M i l e Creek. From then u n t i l
1867 he continued to impmeve the harbor by extending t h e p i e r s and dredging o u t t h e channel-‑
a l l at h i s own expense. .

The dredging was done by horsepower, t h e horses being dr iven on a board around in a c i r c l e - ‑
syctem a l s o used at the time to provide power f o r old-fashioned horse th resh ing .

I n 1867 t h e "Wilson Harbor C o . " was formed and a c o n t r a c t drawn u p between L u t h e r and t h e
Company to t h e e f f e c t t h a t if c e r t a i n requirements were m e t , p a r t of t h e h a r b o r and a d j o i n i n g
lands would be tu rned ove r to t h e Company in exchange f o r s t o c k . Cond i t i ons , however, were
never m e t , and t h e Company went b a n k r u p t - - w i t h ownership o f a l l l a n d s remaining a s b e f o r e .

Since then s e v e r a l appropr ia t ions have been made by Congress which a l lowed t h e p i e r s to be
r e - b u i l t , p i e r s extended, and channel deepended b y u s e o f steam dredges.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

P lease welcome M r . and M r s . B u r d e l l Ward of H i c k o r y, NC, who were g i v e n memberships in t h e
soc ie ty cour tesy o f L e s t e r C l a r k o f Haywood, C a l i f o r n i a .* * * * * * * * * *

NOTICE ALL MEMBERS:
A b i g " thank y o u " to a l l members who renewed t h e i r dues through 1998--your continued s u p p o r t

p rov ides t h e ammunition needed to keep y o u r h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y in business. We a l s o w ish to r e ‑
mind you t h a t t h e soc ie ty operates under a wide v a r i e t y of conmittee chairmen--some e l e c t e d , and
some appointed by t h e Board o f D i rec to rs .

In v iew of t h i s you may become as invo lved in t h e s o c i e t y as you wish to b e . A l l committee
Chairmen have been l i s t e d i n t h e N e w s l e t t e r , and a l l wou ld b e happy t o have y o u j o i n one o f t h e i r
work ing g roups . There a r e a l o t of t a l e n t e d p e o p l e on t h e membership r o l l , b u t of course we
have no way of knowing if y o u ' d c a r e to share those t a l e n t s w i t h t h e soc ie ty u n l e s s y o u t e l l u s .

Remember, t h e Memorial Day F a i r is on May 2 5 t h . If y o u have neve r g i v e n any t ime to y o u r
soc ie ty b e f o r e , t h e f a i r i s a good p l a c e t o g e t s t a r t e d .* * * * * * * * * *
FAIR UPDATE:

The f a i r committee has met t h r e e times at t h e home of L o i s Barnumwhere p l a n s have been
discussed f o r t h i s y e a r ' s f a i r on May 25 th . U s e of t h e new acreage is uncer ta in at t h i s t i m e ,
however, i f weather condi t ions a r e suitable i t may be p o s s i b l e to a l l o w some vendors and e x ‑
h i b i t s to be se t -up on t h e new ly seeded grounds t h i s Spr ing . Another committee meeting is
scheduled f o r March 12th when p l a n s f o r t h e f a i r w i l l be f u r t h e r discussed and fina l i zed .

The soc ie ty i s f o r t u n a t et o have such a n a c t i v e group o f members overseeing f a i r a c t i v i t i e s :
At tending t h e February 12th meeting were: L o i s Barnum; N e t t i e St imson ; Beth Waldron; S a l l y
Smith; Gary. F i t c h ; D a r r e l l Smi th; and Ron Zauner.

* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: What e v e r you w a i t to d o , do i t - - - t h e r e a r e o n l y so many t o m o r r o w s .
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SCHOOLHOUSE BENEFIT:

E v e r y o n e is i n v i t e d to a t t e n d a "Schoolhouse Benefit " which is scheduled to be h e l d at t h e
Wilson House I n n o n S a t u r d a y, March 1 4 t h . A cash b a r a t 11:30 A M w i l l b e fo l lowed b y a
luncheon at 12:00 Noon.

Ticke ts f o r t h e b e n e fi t w i l l be ava i lab le at t h e Town H a l l (751-6704), or you may c a l i M r s .
J a n e t Sporleder (751-9924.) A $12.00 donation p e r person w i l l be charged f o r t i c k e t s .

A Chinese Auction o f "Theme" Baskets w i l l b e f e a t u r e d , a l s o a s h o r t program presented b y
M r s . K a r e n Racc iua , P r i n c i p a l o f t h e Thomas Marks S c h o o l , and Dana F igu ra w i t h some ch i ld ren
f r o m Thomas Marks .

A spec ia l a t t rac t i on in t h e program w i l l be t h e showing of t h e "Schoolhouse Video" which
documents t h e e n t i r e schoolhouse p r o j e c t f r o m t h e t ime it was moved f r o m t h e Randa l l Road to
i t s present locat ion o n t h e Wilson Museum grounds. Featured i n t h e v ideo i s a n e x c e l l e n t
presentation by Miss H e l e n S t e v e n s , f o r m e r teacher.* * * * * * * * * *
DISTRICT #4 ROSTER OF 1882:

A n i n t e r e s t i n g acqu is i t i on was received r e c e n t l y f r o m Durwood Bendt o f Wilson showing t h e
R o s t e r of t h e E a s t Wilson D i s t r i c t #4 Schoolhouse in 1882. Char les A. Clement is l i s t e d as
t h e t e a c h e r , and P e t e r Bush was t r u s t e e . Perhaps some o f ou r members m i g h t b e a b l e t o
i d e n t i f y a grandparent or g-grandparent among t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t of s t u d e n t s :

H a n f o r d , Emma, C o r a , Jaems , and M a t i l d a y Bush ; V i ck ie and K i t t i e B r i g g s ; Te n a , M a r y , J o h n ,
W i l l i e , and Ha t t i e Bobze in ; B u r t , J o s i e , and C h a r l e s Beebe; Minnie and Hermann B r a n d t ;
C h a r l e s , F l o r a , M a r y , and Annie Capen; R u b i e , M a y, and H a t t i e Gay lo rd ; R e k a , G u s t a , W i l l i e ,
A u g u s t , K i t t i e , and O t t o L a , p e ; F r a n k and Adda Loomis; B u r t L a f fl e r ; C u r t i s Loomis; W i l l i e
and Sammy M c C l e l l a n ; C h a r l e s , W i l l i e , M a r y , and Annie Nugen t ; M a r t h a , L i z z i e , and Bonnie
N e s s e l t r h e r ; M y r t i e Robb ins ; G r a n t R o b e r t s ; E d d i e , B i r d , W a l t e r , and James S t o c k w e l l ; M a r y
and Frank Smoyer; War ren Tumber; and Nenjamin, E l l e n , F r a n k , and W a l t e r Wi lson.

The D i s t r i c t #4 Schoolhouse was located on Beebe Road, and was b u i l t by C u r t i s P e t t i t of
Wilson in 1834. * * * * * * * * * *
WILSON MUSEUM SUSTAINED BY FAIRS:

In p a s t years t h e annual Memorial Day F a i r has been t h e main source of income f o r t h e Wilson
H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y. Successful f a i r s h a v e provided t h e funds necessary t o maintain t h e grounds,
make r e p a i r s , pay u t i l i t i e s , and o t h e r operat ing expenses.

The fi r s t annual f a i r was h e l d i n May, 1973, and i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e how much t h e f a i r
has grownn since t h a t year.

F o r i n s t a n c e , r e n t a l space f o r vendors to ta led $260; t h e food concession took in $98.01; .
Candy, $110.32; Cheese, $79.51; H i s t . Soc . " F l e a Market Ta b l e " , $399.26; H o t Dogs, $147. 17;
Co f fee and D o n u t s , $25.25; Novelties and ceramics , $399.95; B a l l o o n s , $45.42; F ish Pond, .
$8.03; and Memberships, $105.00. To t a l income rea l ized f r o m the l s t f a i r was $1793.68. F o r ‑
t u n a t e l y , a s the museum has expanded, s o has t h e F a i r .* * * * * * *‑ * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

A “thank you" t o E l t o n Kropp and Miles Linnabery f o r ge t t i ng and i n s t a l l i n g new c e i l i n g
l i g h t bulbs i n the Croop Room.

T r e a s u r e r , Judy K i n g , requested t h a t h e r books b e audited b y t he s o c i e t y. Motion was made
and approved to g r a n t t h e request , and B r u c e Muck and Don B u r r o w s were appointed to do t h e aud i t

A motion was made by Mi les L i n n a b e r y, seconded by Pam G r o f f , and unanimously approved to
appoint t h e f o l l o w i n g area chairmen f o r 1998:

Doro thy M a x fi e l d , C u a t o r ; A r t S c h n o o r , P lann ing Boa rd ; Dan K i n g , F i n a n c e ; Lo i s B a r n u m ,
Barnum B u i l d i n g ; W a l l y Goodman/Bill R o s e , D r . A r g u e C a r B u i l d i n g ; Ed A l l g e i e r , F i t t r o Shop;
D a r r e l l S m i t h , Caboose ; E l t o n K r o p p , G r o u n d s ; Micky H u n t e r , B r e e z e w a y and S h e l t e r ; E l e a n o r
M y e r s , Nominat ions; G a r y F i t c h , C o n s t r u c t i o n ; Dan K i n g , S t o r a g e B a r n ; Wanda B u r r o w s , S c h o o l - . .
h o u s e ; and Norm M a c A s k i l l , Federation Representative.

Members appointed to t h e 1998 F a i r Committee were: L o i s B a r n u m , C h r m . , N e t t i e S t i m s o n ,
D a r r e l l S m i t h , Ronald Z a u n e r , and B e t h Waldron.

B i l l Rose was appointed t r u s t e e to D e c . 3 1 , 1999 , to fi l l o u t t h e unexpired t e r m of Anne
F a e r y who moved to Mesa , Arizona.

M i l es L i n n a b e r y was appointed t r u s t e e t o D e c . 3 1 , 1999, t o fi l l o u t t h e unexpired term o f
D a r r e l l Smi th , who was e l e c t e d in December to t h e o f fi c e of I s t Vice-President.* * * * * * * * * *
COL. PORTER'S "BLOODY 8TH:

Benedict Maryniak o f L a n c a s t e r , N Y, presented a program o n t h e C i v i l War a t t h e regular
meet ing i n J a n u a r y , and h i s i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k covered t h e exp lo i t s o f so ld ie rs who served under
C o l . P e t e r A P o r t e r , Commander o f t h e 8 t h New Yo r k Heavy A r t i l l e r y .

A t Cold H a r b o r , t h e "Bloody 8 t h " , a l s o known a s " P o r t e r ' s L i f e I n s u r a n c e Company", l o s t
C o l . P o r t e r and 630 o t h e r o f fi c e r s and men d u r i n g two days o f f u r i o u s fi g h t i n g . Over 5 0 men
f r o m Wilson served i n t h e " h a r d l u c k " reg iment which was o r i g i n a l l y mustered i n a t t h e N iagara
C o u n t y Fa i rgrounds at L o c k p o r t , N Y, August 22 , 1862.

A f t e r t h e meet ing, Lorra ine B r a d y, Refreshment Chai rman, and S a r a B e r r y served ref reshments .* * * * * * * * * * =
CALENDAR DATES TO REMEMBER:

March 11 , 1998: Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing, P a t t e r s o n Room, 7:30 PM.
March 1 4 , 1998: Schoolhouse B e n e fi t ; Wilson House I n n , Luncheon 12 N o o n ; Chinese Auction.
March 2 3 , 1998: Regu la r M o n t h l y Meet ing, P a t t e r s o n Room, 7:30 PM; Mark Jones o f Eden, NY.* ** * * * * * * *

BON MOT:
NO F l o o d s ; NO To r n a d o e s ; NO Ear thquakes ; NO P l a c e L i k e Wilson.* * * * * ** * * *
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FIRES PLAGUED EARLY WILSON:
In 1890, t h e M e t z g e r & Son Hardware s t o r e was loca ted in t h e Masonic B l o c k . Metzger was

a f o r m e r hardware c l e r k in L o c k p o r t , and h i s s t o r e in Wilson was considered to be one of t h e
b e s t in N iagara C o u n t y .

On August 19 , 1890, a fi r e s t a r t e d in h i s s t o r e and some l o c a l res iden ts had j u s t managed
to p u t o u t t h e fl a m e s when a powder k e g exploded engu lfing t h e s t o r e in flames again. A b r i s k
wind fanned t h e flames to t h e Masonic B u i l d i n g which was comp le te l y dest royed i n c l u d i n g t h e
o f fi c e s of t h e Wi lson " S t a r " . A l s o consumed by fl a m e s were t h e Char les Mark le D r y Good S t o r e
anda Notions s t o r e operated by Frank C l a r k .

The most serious l o s s in t h e Masonic B l o c k fi r e was t h e o f fi c e of surveyor Dox who had
accumulated a f o r t y year co l lect ion o f survey ing i n s t r u m e n t s , maps, and c h a r t s . The Dox B a r n
behind t h e Masonic B u i l d i n g was a l s o l o s t .

Bucket br igades were a b l e to contain t h e fi r e f r o m spreading f u r t h e r eas t a l o n g Young S t r e e t ,
b u t perhaps t h e severe fi r e may have been t h e cause f o r g e t t i n g peop le to t h i n k about t h e need
f o r a fi r e company i n the v i l l a g e .

Nine years l a t e r , in 1899, another bad fi r e broke o u t in the Justus W. Hacket t G r o c e r y and’
Meat s to re on Young S t r e e t , and a news i tem in t h e Wilson " S t a r " described it as f o l l o w s :

“About 2:00 AMon March 17, 1899, a fi r e broke o u t in Hacket t ' s grocery s t o r e , b u t by the
time the a la rm was g iven by D r . J . 0 . M o o r e , t he fi r e had gained such headway it was impossible
t o d o anything b u t c a r r y ou t the contents from adjo in ing b u i l d i n g s .

"Furn ish ings were removed f r o m t h e newsroom of Thomas M o o r e , and the new residence of Henry
C. Honeywell, e d i t o r of the Wilson " S t a r " . Goods were a l s o removed to Char les G r o u t ' s s t o r e
across the s t r e e t , b u t no th ing was saved f r o m the Hacket t 's s to re .

"The furn i ture s t o r e o f A.H. Reed, across f r o m H a c k e t t ' s , was bad l y scorched and the window
panes broken o u t , b u t because o f M r . Reed's e f f o r t s , n o t o n l y h i s s t o r e b u t o ther nearby
b u i l d i n g s were saved."

A c o u p l e years l a t e r , t h e 3 r d and most damaging fi r e in Wilson's h i s t o r y occurred on
June 9, 1901, when most of t h e b l o c k on t h e n o r t h s i d e of Young S t r e e t was consumed by fl a m e s .
S t r a n g e l y enough, Wilson s t i l l had no fi r e company. The ma t te r of organizing one had been
brought up twice a f t e r t h e Masonic B l o c k fi r e , b u t res iden ts voted i t down b o t h t imes.

The 1901 fi r e s t a r t e d at 11:30 PMin t h e B u r g e s s B o o t and Shoe s t o r e , and was discovered by
Freeman Emerson who, though t h e h o u r was l a t e , was shav ing a man in h i s b a r b e r shop. Bucke t
Br igades responded q u i c k l y b u t were no match f o r t h e fl a m e s which fi r s t consumed t h e Johnson
B u i l d i n g w i t h i t s grocery s t o r e and Posto ffice. A l s o dest royedwere t h e 2nd fl o o r meet ing rooms
o f t h e "Order o f Fo res te rs " and "Womens R e l i e f C o r p s , P e t e r P o r t e r P o s t , GAR."

Emerson's Barber Shop was t h e n e x t to go fo l lowed by Vo s b u r g ' s S t o r a g e and Ju l i us Weaver's
B i c y c l e Shop. A l s o dest royed in o r d e r were t h e Warren Bush Prygoods s t o r e , and t h e 2nd fl o o r
meet ing rocms of t h e "Modern Wocdmer." and "Sons of t h e Veterans L o d g e . "

The o n l y s t o r e spared a t t h e e a s t end o f Young S t r e e t was Mi les Vo s b u r g ' s General S t o r e ,
loca ted where S h e f fl e r s is today) and t h e seccnd fl o o r storerooms of Cuddeback & C o o p e r.

The Southerland H o t e l on t h e ccrner was saved t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s of t h e many men who turned
o u t to fi g h t t h e fi r e , and even t h e Methodist parsonage and ad jo in ing b a r n were saved when
t h e y caugh t fi r e f r o m fl y i n g s p a r k s .

A t t h e west end of Yo u n g S t r e e t t h e Harness Shop of E . F. B a r t o n was dest royed, a l s o Thompsons
2nd fl o o r shore-maker shop. The J . W. Hacke t t & Sons grocery s t o r e , which had been reopened
a f t e r t h e disast rous fi r e of 1899, was again destroyed as were t h e G e o r g e P e r i g o Hardware s t o r e
and t h e Frank Slocum Barbershop. At t h e corner o f Yo u n g and Katherine s t r e e t s t h e home of
Cha r l es H a n e r and 2nd fl o o r apartment of F r a n k S l o c u m were saved.

Merchants immedia te ly went to w o r k c l e a n i n g up and e r e c t i n g new b u i l d i n g s , b u t eve ry c a r ‑
p e n t e r, s tone mason, and mechanic were in g r e a t demand d u r i n g t h e n e x t two or t h r e e years.

Twenty-three-yrs.later, a V o l . F i r e C o . was fi n a l l y organized in Wilson.- ee ee i
TOP ACHIEVERS:

Mel l issa Huehl was selected " S u p e r K i d " of t h e month at t h e Middle School in H u r o n , SD. H e r
tw in b r o t h e r , Chad, was a l s o selected as an ou ts tand ing reade r. Shad an Mel l issa a re t h e
ch i ld ren o f Donna H u e h l , daughter o f t h e l a t e Howard C r o o p . (Do you have a specia l achiever
i n your f a m i l y ? I f you d o , p l e a s e l e t u s know. )* * * * * * * * “"* *
SOUNDINGS: When someone e l s e b l o w s your h o r n , t h e sound t r a v e l s twice as f a r .* * * * * * * * * *
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FAIR ACTIVITIES OUTLINED:

The Wilson H i s t . S o c . Memorial Day F a i r w i l l be h e l d at t h e museum g r o u n d s on r o u t e 425
Monday, May 25 th , f r o m 9 t o 5 PM, and w e u r g e everyone t o p l a n t o c e l e b r a t e t h e day i n Wilson.

L o i s Barnum, f a i r c h r m . , r e p o r t s t h a t t h i n g s a r e shaping up w e l l and e x p e c t s t h a t most a rea
Chairmen w i l l b e serv ing again t h i s y e a r . The main a t t r a c t i o n w i l l aga in b e t h e " fl e a marke t "
which promises to be b i g g e r and b e t t e r , and N e t t i e St imson, Chrm. , works v e r y ha rd to make t h e
event a b i g success. N o t o n l y does she make up a n d mail o u t hundreds of cont rac ts to v e n d o r s ,
b u t spends most of t h e n i g h t b e f o r e t h e f a i r checking in dealers and assigning them spaces.

.The a n t i q u e c a r s have g e n e r a t e d a l o t o f i n te res t e v e r s ince t h e l a t e D r . A rgue exhib i ted
them at t h e fi r s t a n n u a l f a i r . Wa l l y Goodman and B i l l Rose now see to it t h a t c a r s a r e ready
f o r d i sp lay, wh i l e dozens o f an t igue cars f r o m p r i v a t e owners a re a lways on t h e g r o u n d s .

The q u i l t drawing, which g e t s underway s e v e r a l months b e f o r e t h e f a i r , is handled by B e t t y
Stimson in co-opera t ion w i t h t h e Ways & Means Comm., and t h i s y e a r ' s "Sunbonnet Sue Over t h e
Ye a r " is t r u l y one of a kind.Betty sugges ts t h a t everyone who received t i c k e t s in t h e News‑
l e t t e r should t r y to r e t u r n them soon to h e r a t P.O.Box 162, Wi l son , NY 14172.

The new ly renovated Schoolhouse w i l l a l s o be a b i g a t t r a c t i o n and w i l l b r i n g back n o s t a l g i c
memories t o those who at tended a one room s c h o o l . Wanda Burrows i s t o b e c o n g r a t u l a t e d f o r
keeping t h e p r o j e c t " a l i v e " and g e t t i n g t h e necessary improvements made.

The f a i r committee t r y s t o p l a n a f a i r p l e a s i n g t o everyone, and f o o d s p e c i a l t i e s w i l l a g a i n
f e a t u r e a Chiavetta Chicken Bar-B-Que which a lways comes o f f l i k e c l o c k w o r k under t h e e x p e r t
superv i s ion o f S h i r l e y Hun te r and S h i r l e y Linnenbank. O t h e r f o o d concessions w i l l i nc lude
S a l l y Smith 's "Dutch Count ry Funnel C a k e s " ; A l t h e a Montgomery's " B e e f on Weck" ; Pam G r o f f ' s
"Homemade Pies" complimented by Sara B e r r y ' s C o f f e and Peps i s t and .

D a l e and Debbie S c h l y e r ' s "Ho t Dogs" and "Pepsi" s t a n d w i l l b e n e a r t h e caboose; Judy Zauner
w i l l be dispensing " C o f f e e & Donu ts " f r o m e a r l y morning o n ; and D ick and Sue S c h u l t z w i l l be
bagging up popcorn and se rv i ng Peps i & Lemonade; and Melinda Hutchison w i l l be whipping up
those fl u f f y " C o t t o n Candy Cones."

Wew i l l t r y to t e l l you more in t h e May Newsl ! .et ter about Enter ta inment, D isp lays , bussing,
and o t h e r announcements. * * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

L o i s Barnum r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e main concern o f t h e F a i r Comm. i s t h e sound system and t h e
Womens' Restrooms. Don Burrows r e p o r t e d t h a t he and O r a P e t t i t a r e working on t h e sound s y s ‑
tem =. A r t Schnoor, Chrm., Planning Conmm., recommends the ins ta l l a t i on o f an e l e c t r i c d rye r
in restrooms to el iminate t o i l e t s being plugged w i t h paper t o w e l s ; a l s o a surge tank so t o i l e t s
can be flushed more qu ick l y. Both items are being looked i n t o by Board.

Don Burrows made motion to appoint E l t o n Kropp chrm. of a t r ee committee to determine use
and placement of Memorial t r ees . Motion approved: D a r r e l l Smith w i l l serve on committee.

I l l e g a l park ing on eas t side of Lake Street has become a problem, espec ia l ly on F a i r Day
when Busses, F i r e Tr u c k s , and Ambulance have d i f fi c u l t y g e t t i n g th rough . A meeting w i t h v i l l a g e
o f fi c i a l s was h e l d and t h e problem w i l l probably be cor rec ted .

Don Croop announced t h a t Sketchbook II is being p u t t oge the r, and sa id t h a t Beth Waldron,
Charles H o r t o n , Sara B e r r y , Jim Waldron, and Becky Baker H i l l w i l l be he lp i ng .

Gary F i t c h , P res . announced t h a t t i l e dra ins a r e working w e l l on museum grounds, and new
seeding appears to have weathered t h e w i n t e r. He sugges ted t h a t new r a c k i n g or s tack ing boxes
shou ld be used in s t o r a g e b a r n to b e t t e r o rgan ize and make use of space. He a l s o suggested
t h a t t h e caboose should be t a r g e t e d as t h e n e x t ma jo r p r o j e c t . Repa i r ing fl o o r , c u p o l a , and
r e p l a c i n g s i d i n g on n o r t h s ide of c a r shou ld be considered.

Board members a t t e n d i n g t h e Feb . meeting were : D a r r e l l SMi th , Gordon S t r a b l o w, E l t o n Kropp ,
Don Croop, Ma r i l yn A l l g e i e r , M i l es Linnabery, E l e a n o r M y e r s , Pam G r o f f , L o i s Barnum, Bruce M u c k ,
C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Wanda B u r r o w s , Don B u r r o w s , B i l l R o s e , A r t Schnoor, S a l l y S m i t h , Wa l l y Goodman.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Robert G. Thomas,80, of Wilson d ied March 3, 1998, at Niagara F a l l s Medical C e n t e r . He was
b o r n in A k r o n , OH, t h e son of Franc is and Mary (Green) Thomas. He marr ied Ru th D o y l e of P i t t s ‑
b u r g in 1945, and t h e y moved to Wilson where Bob worked as a custodian f o r t h e Wilson C e n t r a l
Schoo l D i s t r i c t . H e was a Wor ld War I I Navy Ve t e r a n and served aboard a D e s t r o y e r E s c o r t .

He was a member of E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Chu rch ; t h e Newfane and Wilson Senior C i t i z e n s ;
American Leg ion; and Senior Bowling C l u b at Townline B o w l .

H e i s survived b y h i s w i f e , R u t h , and 3 s o n s , R e v. Rober t Thomas o f B e l m o n t , A u s t r a l i a ;
Richard Thomas o f Macedon, NY; and R u s s e lThomas o f A r l i n g t o n , Va ; a l s o a b r o t h e r , James
Thomas o f Nampa, I d a h o ; and 5 g randch i l d ren . BO

Serv ices were h e l d at t h e Rut land-Corwin F u n e r a l Home in Newfane w i t h R e v. Ed Erwin and
R e v. Don F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n Greenwood Cemetery, Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *

G e r t r u d e Schnoo r, 8 4 , o f Wilson d ied March 9 , 1998, a t home a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . She was
b o r n i n L o c k p o r t , t h e daughter o f F r e d and Grace C a r l t o n C l a r k . She was a member o f t h e E x l e y
Uni ted Methodist Church , t h e Wilson Rebekahs sand Orde r of t h e E a s t e r n S t a r ; and Charter L i f e
Member of t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc.

She i s survived b y h e r husband, A r t h u r ; a d a u g h t e r, C a r o l e o f Wi lson; and a s o n , G e r a l d ,
o f Roches te r, NY. A l s o a b r o t h e r , Ches te r (Marion) C l a r k o f L o c k p o r t ; 4 g r a n d c h i l d r e n and
5 g r e a t g randch i l d ren .

A Memorial Serv ice was h e l d at E x l e y United Methodist Churchw i t h R e v. Edwin I r w i n and
R e v. Donald F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n t h e N o r t hRidge Cemetery a t Cambria.* * * * * * * * * *
PIES NEEDED FOR FAIR:

Homemade p i e s a r e a " h o t i tem" at t h e Memorial Day F a i r , b u t whether t h e s u p p l y meets t h e
demand depends o n y o u - - o u r f a i t h f u l members who bake them. Pam G r o f f , Chrm. , s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e
b e s t t ime t o b r i n g y o u r p i e s i s t o t h e Barnum B l d g . , Sun . a f t e r n o o n , May 24th .

* * * * * * * * * *
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Joseph John Geiser was b o r n Feb. 2 3 , 1918, in Germania, P a . , and he at tended s c h o o l at West
Branch in P o t t e r C o u n t y . He married Marguer i te Richmond in Niagara F a l l s , O n t . , and t h e y had
t h r e e c h i l d r e n , s tepson A r t h u r Tu r c o t t e of Minneapolis,MN., Doug las Geiser of Niagara F a l l s ,
and Raymond Geiser o f E l l e n b o r o , NC.

Joe was inducted i n t o t h e serv ice d u r i n g World War I I , and served. over 3 years in t h e South
P a c i fi c i n t h e Medical C o r p s . H e was shipped t o A u s t r a l i a , t hen New G u i n e a , and fi n a l l y t o t h e
Ph i l i pp i nes where he served to t h e end o f t h e w a r . On h i s r e t u r n home he spen t a month i n
Japan, then. received h i s honorable d i scha rge at F o r t K n o x , Va .

He was happy to spend two months in Germania b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g to h i s j o b a t In te rna t iona l
P a p e r , Niagara F a l l s . I n 1951, he l e f t I n te rna t i ona l to w o r k f o r Hooker f r o m where he r e t i r e d
w i t h a d i s a b i l i t y a f t e r 2 4 yea rs .

Joe en joys b o w l i n g w i t h t h e Senior C i t i zens a t Townline B o w l ; i s a member o f Our Lady o f t h e
R o s a r y R .C . Church in W i l s o n ; Wilson Chap te r of t h e American Legion; D isab led American V e t ‑
erans ;and Exempt member o f Wilson V o l u n t e e r F i r e C o . #1 .* * * * * * * * * *

Marguer i te G e i s e r , daughter of Basro ld and M a r g a r e t (Kenny) Richmond, was b o r n in Niagara
F a l l s , O n t a r i o , o n O c t . 1 7 , 1920. She attended s c h o o l i n Canada and moved t o t h e Uni ted S t a t e s
i n 1941, and became a c i t i z e n o f t h e U . S .

I n 1942, she married P v t . A r t h u r T u r c o t t e and a s o n , A r t h u r P , J . T u r c o t t e was b o r n . P v t .
T u r c o t t e d ied overseas d u r i n g t h e w a r , and Marguer i te marr ied Joseph Geiser on Feb. 19 , 1949.
They had two s o n s , Doug las and Raymond Ge ise r.

Margueri te is a member of t h e Ladies A u x i l i a r y , Wilson V o l . F i r e Co. # 1 ; t h e Friends of t h e
Wilson F r e e L i n r a r y ; and b o t h she and J o e a r e now L i f e Members o f t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ATTENDANTS FOR APRIL:

A p r i l 5 t h : E l t o n & June K r o p p , Gordon & V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , (Open Museum-Elton Kropp);
A p r i l 12 th : E a s t e r Sunday (Museum Closed ) ; A p r i l 1 9 t h : B e v e r l y W o o l s o n , Kath leen & David
S t e w a r t , (Open museum-Lois Barnum); A p r i l 2 6 t h : Norma Ward , B e t h & Jim Wa l d r o n , (Open Museum‑
C a r o l e S c h n o o r ; May 3 r d : Wa l l a c e and Chr i s t i ne Goodman, Barbara M o s h e r, (Open-Wally Goodman)* * * * * * * * * *
APRIL..CALENDAR:.

A p r i l 8 t h : Board o f D i r e c t o r Mee t ing a t Museum, 7 :30 PM.
A p r i l l l t h : Easter Egg Hunt at Museum, 11:00AM- Sponsored by Optimist Club.
A p r i l 12th: Eas te r Sunday--Happy E a s t e r .
A p r i l 27th: Regu la r Meeting: G u e s t , Dave Dickerson of Newfane-"Prisoners at F o r t Niagara" .* * * * * * * * * *

EARLY HISTORY RECALLED: :
B i l l Rose gave a n i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k a t t h e Feb. meeting a b o u t . . . t h e area where h i s home

stands on Wilcox S t r e e t . He a l s o disp layed e a r l y v i l l a g e maps and a co l lec t ion o f o l d b o n e s ,
t o o l s , i r o n h a n d l e s , and p u l l e y s dug u p around h i s p l a c e . H e believes ironware may have been
used i n o l d f r u i t d r y e r t h a t burned down around t h e t u r n o f the c e n t u r y.

A f t e r the meeting, cook ies , c o f f e e , and tea were served by Lorraine Brady, Wanda B u r r o w s ,
and Daniel Brady. * * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP NOTES:

The f o l l o w i n g names should be added to y o u r membership r o l l : James and Mary M u s c o r e i l ;
(751-9213); Mary F r a n c e s M i l l e r , (751-6505); G a r y G a t h , (751-9482); Ly n n and H e l e n Sher r ie .
(751-6383); Mary R e e s e , (751-6599); Rober t L. B r o o k s ; James and E l l e n E l l i s ; and K r i s t e n
Wi l son , o f P i t t s f o r d , NY.

Welcome o u r newest " l i v e w i r e " j u n i o r member, K a t e l y n Smith o f L o c k p o r t . K a t e l y n i s a fami-~‑
l i a r fi g u r e around t h e museum- -usua l l y h e l p i n g grandpa or grandma B u r r o w s .

A generous donation to t h e b u i l d i n g f u n d was rece ived r e c e n t l y f r o m Char l es Seaman of
F l o r i d a , and t h e s o c i e t y thanks M r . Seaman f o r h i s i n t e r e s t and s u p p o r t .

Two o f o u r more a c t i v e members, E l t o n Kropp and Gordon S t r a b l o w , p u t i n s e v e r a l days c l e a n ‑
i n g up b r u s h and u n s i g h t l y j unk t h a t ' s been accumulat ing a l o n g t h e e a s t l i n e . T h e i r wo rk h a s
g r e a t l y improved t h e l o o k s of t h e area e a s t of t h e schoolhouse.* * * * * * * * * *

HONORARY MEMBERS:
Harold Donner o f I t h a c a , N Y, and George Lederhouse o f Ransomv i l l e , were r e c e n t l y g i ven H o n ‑

o r a r y Memberships in t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c . Haro ld j o i n e d t h e s o c i e t y in 1980, and George b e ‑
camea member in 1983.

Any member who reaches t h e age of 85,(when payment of dues is no l o n g e r required) may t a k e
advantage of t h i s by n o t i f y i n g membership c h a i r m a n , Sandy Holden (751-6596).

W e now have 3 3 H o n o r a r y members: H a r r y B r o w n , Mabel B u r r o w s , F e n t o n C o l e , Ve r n o n Croop ,
Don C r o o p , Haro ld D o n n e r , Dor i s F r a s e r , C o r a Gushee , C h r i s K e l m a n , J o a n J e r r i s o n , Do ro thy K i r k ‑
l a n d , George L e d e r h o u s e , Howard Lederhouse ;Dorothy ‘L innabery, : Vincent. Loomis,: Marie L u f f , S a l l y
P e l t o n , Ada N i c k e r s o n , Bob Motchenbaugh, H a r r y P o r t e r , F l o r e n c e P o r t e r , Emma S c h r a d e r , Elwood
S c h u l t z , G r a c e S i n g e r, Lyd ia S o u t h a r d , Rex S t a c y , Marion Ta b o r , L e n a T a t e , D o r o t h y Tay lo r,
Dora Wakeman, Jeane t te W a r n e r , M y r o n W e b s t e r , and J a n e Wi lson.a eeeeee a
JOIN THE CLUB:

I f you c a n ' t remember what day i t i s . . . i f you pre tend you can h e a r when you c a n ' t . . . i f you
g e t mad when your f a m i l y t e l l s you t o t a k e i t easy--and madder i f t h e y d o n ' t . . . i f you can r e ‑
member c l e a r l y t h i n g s t h a t happened 5 0 years a g o , b u t c a n ' t remember what you had f o r d i n n e r - - ‑
t hen j o i n t h e C l u b - - y o u ' r e g e t t i n g o l d .* * * * * * * * 2 *

BON MOT: Many ambitions a r e nipped in t h e Budget .* * ** * * * * *
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H O R T O N' S..HARDWARE: STORE:
H o r t o n ' s Hardware on Young S t r e e t may poss i b l y have been t h e most comp le te , o l d fashioned

hardware s t o r e : t o e v e r operate i n Wi lson. The b u s i n e s s .was s t a r t e d c a . 1917 b y A l f r e d E r n e s t
H o r t o n , and a eouple of h i s e a r l y employees were J im Wi lcox and L o u Schrader.

Anyone f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e o l d H o r t o n f a c i l i t y may r e c a l l t h a t u p t o a b o u t 1940 t h e r e were
two s i m i l a r bu id i ngs appearing o n t h e s i t e - - w i t h a narrow walkway separa t ing them.

There were two gaso l ine pumps in f r o n t o f t h e s t o r e , and a k e r o s e n e pump was l o c a t e d near
t h e corner of t h e eas t s t o r e . When one entered t h e f r o n t d o o r , t h e r e was a l o n g showcase
a l o n g t h e r i g h t w a l l c o n t a i n i n g k n i v e s , c l o c k s , and p o c k e t w a t c h e s , and: beyond t h a t cans o f
p a i n t were stacked.

On the w a l l opposite t h e kn ives and c l o c k s were cabinets con ta in ing t o o l s , b o l t s , sc rews ,
and other miscellaneous hardware. On t h e w a l l a c r o s s f r o m t h e p a i n t cans were r a c k s w i t h
sheets of g l a s s , and behind t h e g l a s s r a c k a door opened i n t o a business o f fi c e .

I n t h e center o f t h e room was a 6 %f o o t p o t - b e l l y s t o v e , and ex tend ing ac ross t h e room b e ‑
h i n d i t was a counte r w i t h b i n s o f n a i l s b e n e a t h i t . T h e area behind t h e counte r to t h e back
o f t he s to re was used as a - t i n shop.

A stairway l e d to the 2nd fl o o r where garden t o o l s and jyawnmowers were stored in the
w in te r t ime , and snow shovels and s leds in the summertime. The c e n t r a l area o f the 2nd fl o o r
contained p i l e s of f u r n a c e g ra tes , whi le the back section was used f o r plumbing suppl ies.

A driveway a l o n g the eas t side of t he s t o r e extended f r o m Young S t r e e t back and around
the b u i l d i n g w i t h a n e x i t i n t o Mechanic S t r e e t . A l s o a t t h e rea r outside o f t h e s t o r e was a
p ipe r a c k in which a l l s izes of galvanieed. pipexwere:kept. Across t h e driveway f r o m the p ipe
r a c k were r o l l s o f barbed wire and woven fenc ing.

Behind the s t o r e was a garage wherea Model-T S t a k e Truck was k e p t and p r i n c i p a l l y used t o
t ranspor t heavy equipment and hardware to and f r o m the Wilson Depot .

A nearby shed contained drums of turpent ine, bo i led l inseed o i l , raw l inseed o i l , and
denatured a lcoho l . Customers were ab le to b r i n g a l l types of b o t t l e s , cans or jugs to be
fi l l e d - - a p r a c t i s e t h a t p robab l y w o u l d n ' t b e a l l o w e d t o d a y.

When Ernes t H o r t o n opened h i s hardware shop i n t h e e a s t b u i l d i n g , t h e west one was used t o
s t o r e f u r n a c e s , o i l s t o v e s , gaso l i ne s t o v e s , bathroom fi x t u r e s , cook s t o v e s , and room h e a t e r s .
L a t e r , Harvey Duxbury acquired u s e o f t h i s b u i l d i n g , and s t a r t e d u p a meat and g r o c e r y s t o r e
in i t . The business was discontinued when t h e e a s t b u i l d i n g was t o r n down and Rober t H o r t o n ,
son of E r n e s t , moved t h e hardware business i n t o t h e west buét id ing.

E r n e s t H o r t o n was a good businessman and a l s o a c t i v e in C i v i c a f f a i r s . When t h e Wilson
Vo l u n t e e r F i r e Co. 4 1 was organized o n September 1 7 , 1923, h e was e l e c t e d t o s e r v e a s t h e
fi r s t Pres ident . Some of t h e e a r l y meet ings were h e l d in s e v e r a l l oca t i ons i n c l u d i n g H o r t o r ' s
and it was sa id t h a t t h e Company had so l i t t l e money t h e men used orange c r a t e s f o r sea ts
when t h e y h e l d meet ings.

E r n e s t H o r t o n marr ied Marion Stephenson, and t h e y had two sons, Rober t and Char les . Rober t
f o l l o w e d i n t h e f o o t s t e p s o f h i s f a t h e r and t o o k o v e r t h e operat ion o f t h e s t o r e i n t h e 1940 's .
When t h e v i l l a g e of Wilson ce leb ra ted i t s 100th Anniversary in 1958, Rober t H o r t o n was M a y o r,

Rober t and He len H o r t o n had two s o n s , Char les and Thomas. A f t e r Thomas graduated f r o m
c o l l e g e , h e t o o k o v e r t h e Hardware business c a . 1980. H e dec ided , h o w e v e r , t o g i v e i t u p i n
1997 b u t s t i l l maintains a shop in t h e back of t h e b u i l d i n g f r o m where he conducts a home
r e p a i r business. He is a l s o known to be v e r y t a l e n t e d as a p iano t e a c h e r.

Tom's w i f e , C h e r y l , t a k e s c h a r g e o f t h e f r o n t area o f t h e s t o r e , and r e n t s o u t space t o
d e a l e r s i n C r a f t Work.

N o t e : W e a r e g r a t e f u l t o Char les H o r t o n o f L a r g o , F l o r i d a , and H e l e n H o r t o n o f Wilson f o r
supp ly ing in fo rmat ion used in t h i s a r t i c l e .* * * * * * * * * *

‘FHUMBNATIL SKETCH:
Wi l l iam R. Holmes was b o r n in Wilson O c t . 2 2 , 1840, t h e son of B e t s e y F r o s t and Richard

Holmes. Wi l l iam was a v e t e r a no f t h e C i v i l W a r , and marr ied Jennie P e t t i t o f S o m e r s e t , N Y.
She d ied in Wilson on August 5, 1877. .

I n 1881 h e married El izabeth Tenbrook o f P e n d l e t o n , N Y, and t h e y had two s o n s , M e r l e and
leRoy. Except f o r h i s years in t h e a rmy, Wi l l i am l i v e d h i s e n t i r e l i f e in Wi lson.Dur ing t h a t
time . he served as Just ice of t h e P e a c e , and a l s o Town Supervisor in 1891. He d ied on
May 11 , 1941/ * * * * * * * * * *
DID YOU KNOW t h a t Ade lbe r t Mudge was t h e l a s t s u r v i v i n g C i v i l War v e t e r a n i n Wilson ?* * * * * * * * * *
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BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

Minutes o f t h e A p r i l 8 , 1998 Board o f D i r e c t o r m e e t i n g : S a l l y S m i t h , A c t i n g S e c r e t a r y.
Judy K ing , T r e a s . , r e p o r t e d t h a t t o t a l b i l l s p a i d f o r month were $977.29. The Soc ie t y ' s

income t a x was p repa red by Robin S l a t e , and t h e a u d i t r e p o r t be ing done by Bruce Muck and
Don Burrows was delayed because Judy was si ick.

Gary F i t c h , P r e s . , r e p o r t e d t h a t 5 b i ds were submitted to mow t h e same area of t h e museum
grounds a s l a s t y e a r . Bids ranged f r o m $100 t o $325 p e r c u t t i n g . Motion made b y Wanda B u r ‑
rows, seconded b y Dorothy M a x fi e l d , t o accep t $150 b i d p u t i n b y Lee Smith. Mot ion p a s s e d .

Wanda Burrows r e p o r t e d t h a t $1200.00 p r o fi t was made on schoolhouse auc t ion dinner h e l d at
t h e Wilson House Res tau ran t . S tones f o r schoolhouse foundat ion were b rough t f r o m Randal l Rd.
and p i l e d near schoolhouse. She a l s o showed a b l u e p r i n t drawing done by C o l l e e n G a s k i l l of
"Ac t ive Landscaping and Decor " which shows l a n d s c a p i n gplan f o r schoolhouse. Motion made by
D a r r e l l Smi th , seconded by L o i s Barnum, to cont inue landscaping and o t h e r necessary wo rk as
funds f o r t h e schoolhouse become a v a i l a b l e . Mot ion approved.

E l t o n Kropp r e p o r t e d t h a t 2 b l u e spruce were removed t o pe rm i t eas ie r passage t o new p r o ~
. p e r t y . Truck l o a d s o f fi l l a r e be ing p u t a round s t o r a g e b a r n , c o u r t e s y o f N . Y. S . D . O . T.

d i t ch ing program. Gary F i t c h no ted t h a t t h e row o f b l u e spruce t rees a r e i n fes ted by t h e
spruce g a l l , and s a i d t h a t insect ic ide Seven shou ld be sprayed on them t h i s s p r i n g and f a l l .
Wanda Burrows made mot i on , seconded b y Doro thy M a x fi e l d , t h a t t r e e s s h o u l d ’ b e sprayed.

M i l es Linnabery announced t h a t J a n e t S p o r l e d e r w i l l be "head c h e f " f o r t h e a n n u a l d inner
on June 22nd. A program w i l l be p u t on by t h e Vic to r i an Dancers--committee r e p o r t s g i v e n .

Don Burrows r e p o r t e d t h a t 2 5 o r 3 0 sh ing les had b lown o f f o f t h e s t o r a g e b a r n . Gary F i t c h
s a i d h e would con tac t P e t e Rohr ing o f Pa rco B u i l d i n g Systems t o have them r e p l a c e d .

L o i s Barnum r e p o r t e d t h a t i t would be t o o expensive to i n s t a l l an e l e c t r i c hand-dryer in
l a d i e s r e s t room, and t h a t outs ide washing f a c i l i t i e s w i l l b e prov ided f o r t h e F a i r .

Gary F i t c h p resen ted a F i t c h Fami ly Genealogy to C e l e s t e Craw fo rd , Ch rm . , t o be inc luded
w i t h o t h e r f a m i l y genealogies in t h e L i b r a r y. ;

Seventeen o f fi c e r s and t rus tees a t tended t h e A p r i l meet ing: A r t S c h n o o r, L o i s Barnum,
Gordon S t r a b l o w, S a l l y Smi th , B r u c e Muck , Don Croop , Gary F i t c h , E l e a n o r M y e r s , D a r r e l l Smi th ,
Doro thy M a x fi e l d , C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Don B u r r o w s , Wanda B u r r o w s , Judy K i n g , M a r i l y n A l i g e i e r ,
E l t o n Kropp , and Mi les Linnabery.* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL FAIR REPORT:

Lo is Barnum, F a i r Comm. Chrmn., r e p o r t s t h a t everyth ing appears to be f a l l i n g i n t o p l a c e
f o r the Memorial Day F a i r on May 25 th , and t h e l a s t meeting of the f a i r comm. w i l l be at the
Wilson Museum on May 14th. She hopes t h a t a l l f a i r chairmen w i l l t r y to attend.

Ne t t i e Stimson has l i ned up some fi n e entertainment f o r t h i s y e a r ' s e v e n t , and one of the
h igh l igh ts w i l l be Dave Ruck's " H i l l Brother Singers" who p l a n to serenade v i s i t o r s while s t r o l ‑
l i n g around the f a i r grounds. The p o p u l a r Niagara Experience Players w i l l a l s o be present and
one group w i l l p e r f o r m t h e "Disney Dazzle" and another group w i l l p r e s e n t Co le Portermelodies.
L a s t b u t n o t l e a s t w i l l be Jim Waldron at t he p i a n o , and h i s s p i r i t e d performance w i l l be p u t
on in the v i c i n i t y of t he Chicken Bar-B-Que. The e x c i t i n g k i t e - fl y i n g demonstrations by the
Great Lakes F ly ing Society w i l l a l s o r e t u r n again t h i s y e a r.

WLVL Radio of Lockpor t w i l l be broadcasting f r o m the grounds f r o m e a r l y morning u n t i l noon,
and he lp ing w i th o u r l oca l f a i r announcements w i l l be "Good Neighbor Dave Marmon~

John Denmin, c o m m a n d e r ,and members o f Wi lson's M a r t i n F . Jennings American Legion Pos t 836,
w i l l honor o u r Ve te rans c a . Noon n e a r t h e museum's Ve t e r a n ' s Monument and F l a g p o l e . The
Legion has conducted serv ices a t t h e museum f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s f o l l o w i n g t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l S e r ‑
vices at Greenwood Cemetery. it is fi t t i n g t h a t ° they .come to t h e museum and. semind e v e r y ‑
one t h a t Memorial Day is observed each y e a r to remember a l l Ve te rans who f o u g h t to p rese rve
o u r Count ry as a F r e e Nat ion . The Wilson School Band w i l l p l a y a f t e r t h e ceremony.

A s p e c i a l schoo l e x h i b i t w i l l b e prepared i n t h e Depot b y E l e a n o r M y e r s ,-town h i s t o r i a n ,
f e a t u r i n g a l l copies of t h e "Wilson C r e s t . " , and v i s i t o r s w i l l a l s o be a b l e to see:‘Freguiar: k=
h i b i t s in t h e Car B a r n , F i t t r o Shop, Schoolhouse, and Caboose.

Admission to t h e grounds is f r e e , and a f r e e s h u t t l e bus serv ice w i l l t r a n s p o r t persons to
and f r o m t h e museum f r o m pa rk i ng l o t s i n t h e v i l l a g e . V i s i t o r s shou ld a l s o b e aware t h a t n o
p a r k i n g w i l l b e a l l o w e d o n t h e e a s t s i d e o f R t . 425 between t h e museum and Tabor Br idge .

I t i s expec ted t h a t ove r 300 Vendors w i l l be s e t - u p in t h e F l e a M a r k e t a rea , a n d t h e r e ' l l
a l s o be a P e t t i n g Zoo , Pony Rides, and f r e e ba l l oons f o r t h e youngs te rs . A l l t h ings consid«"
e r e d , Wilson migh t be a g r e a t p l a c e to spend Memorial Day on May 25 th .

* * * * * * *. * * *
MAY CALENDAR:

May 1 3 t h : Board o f D i r e c t o r meet ing a t museum, 7:30 PM.
May 1 4 t h : F a i r Comm. meet ing at museum, 7:00 PM. A l l f a i r chairmen should a t t e n d .
May 2 5 t h : MEMORIAL DAY FAIR: 9-5PM. No r e g u l a r month ly meeting in May.* * * * * * * * * *

BITS & PIECES:
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o b i r thday g a l , Emma S c h r a d e r, who w i l l c e l e b r a t e h e r 9 6 t h b i r thday o n

May 26, 1998. . . . .Dan ie l Brady was a g r e a t helpcwhen D a r r e l l Smith and Don Burrows hooked up
t h e gas and phone l i n e s in the schoolhouse. . . . .Ju l ie Godfrey has jo ined l a d y ' s q u i l t i n g group
who a l r e a d y have made a q u i l t f o r t h e 1999 Memorial Day Fai r. . , . ,Everyone is concerned t h a t
Okies D r u g s t o r e and Rainbow Connection -are going o u t of business in Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *
EASTER BUNNY VISITED MUSEUM: ,

A v e r y successful E a s t e r Egg hun t was h e l d at t h e museum on A p r i l 11, 1998, and c a . 300
youngs te rs and p a r e n t s a t tended t h e we l l -o rgan ized even t which was co-o rd ina ted by J i l l P h i l i p s
o f t h e Home & Garden Supp l i es . O l l i e C l a r k , D a r r e l l Smith & B i l l Rose opened up t h e museum.

* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: Exper ience is what causes p e o p l e to make new mistakes instead of o l d ones.
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EARLY DAYS OF BASEBALL:
P r o b a b l y v e r y f e w people around Wilson ever heard o f Richard Mayes , a n old-time semi-pro

b a l l p l a y e r a t B r o o k v i l l e , P a - , and w e wou ldn ' t h a v e e i t h e r i f i t wasn ' t f o r S a r a B e r r y , who
j u s t happens to be h i s granddaughter.

Sa ra h a s a number of mementos of h e r grandfather i n c l u d i n g a p i c t u r e taken of him s tand ing
between L o u Gehr ig and Babe Ruth. In t h a t p i c t u r e , t h e t h r e e of them a r e examining a c o u p l e
of o l d baseballs t h a t were used in 1875 and 1902.

Dick Mayes w a s ’ an act ive b a l l p l a y e r f r o m 1876 u n t i l 1922, and in 1890 he t r i e d o u t as a
fi r s t baseman w i t h t h e P i t t s b u r g Club o f t h e Nat iona l L e a g u e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y h e broke h i s
weist which spoi led h i s chances f o r ’ a Major L e a g u e career.

Some o f h i s team m a t e s , h o w e v e r , d i d make t h e Majors i n c l u d i n g Rube Waddell and Schreck o f
t h e Phi ladelphia A t h l e t i c s ; H a l d r i c h , P a d d e n , and Wal lace of t h e S t . Louis B r o w n s ; R i chey
o f t h e P i t t s b u r g P i r a t e s ; Rhines o f C i n c i n a t t i ; and t h e famous o u t fi e l d e r , S l a g l e , o f Chicago
who , i n 1890, played s ide b y s i de w i t h Mayes a t B r o o k fi e l d , P a .

The Nat ional L e a g u e was organized in 1876 a n d , at t h a t t i m e , t h e r u l e s of t h e game were
s i m i l a r t o t h e r u l e s o f "Diamond B a l l " , a f a v o r i t e s o f t b a l l pas t t ime a t P i t t s b u r g . The

' p i t c h e r delivered t h e b a l l , f o r i n s t a n c e , 45 f e e t f r o m home p l a t e , and it t o o k n ine ca l l ed
b a l l s t o w a l k a b a t t e r t o fi r s t b a s e .

An unpadded ca tche r ' s g l o v e had o n l y b e e n in use f o r a yea r, and t h e ca tche r ' s mask was
s t i l l an innovation. The h a t could be no l o n g e r t h a n 42 i n c h e s , and t h e catcher had to stand
f a r back of home p l a t e , and could n o t move forward u n t i l two s t r i kes had been ca l l ed on t h e
b a t t e r . The b a l l was known a s "Dea@ Red" and had a n inne r cover and a n outside cover painted
r e d . I t t o o k a m i g h t y h e f t y b a t t e r t o send t h e b a l l o u t o f t h e p a r k .

Mayes reca l led t h a t Connie Mack d i s l i k e d d r i n k i n g and swear ing , and one t ime when Mayes _
was in Phi ladelphia to l o o k up o l d f r i e n d s and team m a t e s , he found Rube Waddell in a s a l o o n
d r i n k i n g w i t h a f r i e n d . Connie Mack s u d d e n l y walked i n and Waddell qu i ck l y sh i f t ed h i s dr ink
w i t h h i s f r i e n d ' s lemonade---at t h e same t ime i n v i t i n g Connie to have a g l a s s of lemonade -: .
w i t h him. * * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

Bonnie M u c k , a Wilson teacher and c e r t i fi e d r e a d i n g i n s t r u c t o r , i s t h e new p a r t t ime |
corrective r e a d i n g i n s t r u c t o r at t h e S t . P e t e r Lutheran parochial schoo l at No r th Ridge. She
w i l l work w i t h s m a l l groups of c h i l d r e n , (who need e x t r a help) to h e l p them supplement t h e i r
read ing s k i l l s s o t h e y can perform s u c c e s s f u l l y a t t h e i r grade l e v e l s .

The program is possible under a 1997 Supreme C o u r t R u l i n g t h a t a l l ows co-operation between
pr iva te and publ ic schools when it can accomplish something good f o r the ch i ldren.* * * * * * * * * *
MARCH PROGRAM:

I f you missed the March 23rd meeting o f t he s o c i e t y, you missed a good one. Mark Jones
of Eden, N Y, no t o n l y gave a good t a l k about e a r l y b rass bands in Amer ica, b u t a l s o displayed
several rare pre-C iv i l War brass horns and some s l ides .

Wanda Burrows was in cha rge o f re f r eshmen ts , and she was helped by Lorraine Brady and
Joshua Fischer. * * * * * * * * * *
GOLDEN WEDDING:

Congratulations a r e in order f o r Tom and Helen Rodgers of Wilson who celebrated t h e i r
5 0 t h Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y w i t h a n Open House a t t h e Nor th Ridge Uni ted Methodist Church f r o m
Seven. to.nine PM. A p r i l 1 6 , 1998.

The f r i e n d l y gathering of re la t i ves and f r i ends was hosted by members of t h e i r f a m i l y .* * * * * * * * * *
PRICELESS QUILT:

The Sunbonnet Sue Calendar Qu i l t which has been on d i s p l a y at t h e Wilson Town H a l l and t h e
Rainbow Connect ion, i s , w i thou t question, one of t h e most beau t i fu l q u i l t s ever made by t h e
Wilson Histor ical S o c i e t y . The workmanship and d e t a i l shown in each square of t h e calendar
year i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y a n d , a s one l a d y was heard t o r e m a r k , " I t ' s much t o o beau t i f u l t o
g e t r i d o f - - i t should have been preserved in t h e museum."

B u t t h a t wasn ' t t h e i n t e n t of t h e remarkable group of lad ies who devoted many h o u r s of
t h e i r t ime and sewing s k i l l s to p iece toge the r t h e p r i ce less creation.

The ladies who made t h e q u i l t were : L o i s B a r n u m , M a r y C l a r k , S h i r l e y E v a n s , Emi ly McAvoy,
Barbara M o s h e r, Anne Rohr ing , Winnie T e r r y , Norma Ward , and Margery Wil l iams. The a c t u a l
q u i l t i n g was done by B e t t y Stimson---and a l l t h e i r names a r e sewn on b a c k of t h e q u i l t .* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

P l e a s e welcome C h e r y l F u l t o n and Dennis S e a r s who r e c e n t l y j o ined t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c . ,
and a l s o made a contribution to t h e B u i l d i n g Fund. A l i s o , t h rough the c o u r t e s y of D a r r e l l and
S a l l y S m i t h ; Susan Sob iegray and j u n i o r , S c o t t Sobiegray,8; o f . Niagara F a l l s , NY; Joan and
Sam Hoover o f N iaga ra F a l l s ; and Derek M a s t e r s , 1 2 , New Road , Ransomv i l l e , NY.* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM GREETERS:

May 3rd : W a l l y & Chris Goodman, Barb M o s h e r, (open-Wally); May 10th : Don C r o o p and Helen
S t e v e n s , (open-Don); May 17th : Jack & Win i f red T e r r y , Mar lene S c h o t z , (open-Ollie C l a r k ;
May 24th: Joe & Ju l i a D u l k i e w i c z , Joyce R i c h a r d , (open-Fair Comm.); May 31st : R o n , J u d y, &
Jonathon Z a u n e r , (open‐Dorothy M a x fi e l d ) ; June 7 t h : Jeanne S w a n s o n , D a l e & Debra S c h l y e r ,
(open-Bi l l Rose). Our members make i t possible to open t h e museum to t h e pub l i c . Thank you.*& * * * * * * * * *

DID YOU KNOW.....that t h i g h h i g h b o o t s were o r i g i n a l l y worn by p i r a t e s and smugglers who
tucked s t o l e n items or o t h e r valuables in them- - -a pract ise t h a t spawned t h e t e r m "Bootlegging?* * * * * * * * * *
QUIPS: TV w i l l never replage he Newspaper. Yo u c a n ' t swat a fl y w i t h a ‘ I V.
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TALE OF TWO "ZRON FIREMEN":
M o s t res idents of t h e Wilson Community know how t h e

" I r o n Fireman" was made and e v e n t u a l l y placed i n f r o n t o f t h e
Wilson F i r e H a l l in t h e e a r l y 1940 's . B u t f o r those who
d o n ' t , w e ' l l r e i t e r a t e t h a t t h e " I r o n Fireman" was mace i n
1886, and George S inge r o f L o c k p o r t , a member o f L o c k p o r t ' s
Act ive Vo lun tee r Hose Company, was t h e man selected to be
t h e model .

George dressed up in h i s parade u n i f o r m and al lowed h im ‑
s e l f to be comple te ly covered w i t h "Red Creek C l a y " , and
when t h e c l a y hardened t h e mold was cracked open a l l o w i n g
him to be released.

M o l t e n i r o n was t h e n poured i n t o t h e P l a s t e r Par i s m o l d ,
and separate impressions were made of h i s f a c e , h e a d , and < < ! fitaaws

t p l m e t . These were l a t e r welded t o the i r o n sta tue. e e
When completed, the statue weighed 960 pounds, and it was

immediately hoisted to the t o p of the o l d Hose House on
Walnut S t r e e t where it remained f o r 27 years.

In 1913, the statue was moved to the Exempt H a l l on Elm
S t r e e t where it remained u n t i l t he e a r l y 1940's. It was
about t h a t time t h a t Geo rge S inge r decided t h e s ta tue was
being neglected so. he and h i s two sons , (who yere members
of t h e Wilson Volunteer F i r e Company) helped him remove the ‑
statue f r o m Elm S t r e e t and take it to Wilson where it was
placed be fo re the fi r e h a l l o n Young Street. ‑

Everything went smooth ly u n t i l 1963 when , in t h e dead of the n i g h t , "George" disappeared.
The nex t morn ing a phone c a l l a le r ted Wilson Firemen t h a t thegr “ I r o n Fireman" was s tand ing
in f r o n t o f t he Ransomville F i r e h a l l a t Ransomv i l l e , NY.

"George" was q u i c k l y returned to W i l s o n , b u t i t was a l w a y s a mystery how | . any one was
a b l e t o remove t h e s t a t u e f r o m Wilson w i t h o u t someone n o t i c i n g , because i t t o o k s i x men
and a tow t r u c k t o b r i n g t h e statue back t o i t s r i g h t f u l p l a c e i n f r o n t o f t h e F i r e H a i l .

Wer e c e n t l y lea rned f r o m Anne B u l l o c k , v i l l a g e h i s t o r i a n a t
‘Honeoye F a l l s , N Y, t h a t Wi lson and Honeoye F a l l s have something
_it common-‐both v i l l a g e s have r a r e " I r o n Firemen" disp layed by
t h e i r F i r e Companies.

The Honeoye F a l l s " I r o n Man" was o r i g i n a l l y made i n Canada,
and belonged to t h e S t . Catherines F i r e Depar tment . I t was a
one-dimensional fi g u r e and fi r s t made to be c a r r i e d in Vo l u n t e e r
Fire Company compet i t ive exersizes or parades.

The " I r o n Man" a t Honeoye F a l l s had s e v e r a l "cap tu r ings"
d u r i n g i t s l o n g e x i s t e n c e , and s e v e r a l fi r e companies had i t f o r
awh i le i n c l u d i n g companies a t R o c h e s t e r , A l b i o n , and A v o n , NY.

I t was r e p o r t e d t o b e a c o l d n i g h t i n O c t o b e r , 1891, when
s e v e r a l men removed t h e s t a t u e f r o m A v o n , and b r o u g h t i t t o

‘Honeoye F a l i s . ” es
Upon i t s a r r i v a l , t h e s t a t u e was tu rned over t o Mike T u c k e r ,

a l o c a l gunsmith, who r e b u i l t and r e p a i n t e d t h e " I r o n F i r e m a n " ,
then mounted it on t h e h i g h e s t s t e e p l e on t h e v i l l a g e h a l l , w h i c h ,
a t t h a t t i m e , a l s o housed t h e Honeoye F a l l s Vo l u n t e e r F i r e
Company and equipment.

And t h e r e i t remains t o t h i s d a y, a l t h o u g h Anne B u l l o c k
admits tha t i t is s t i l l eyed long ing ly by o t h e r fi r e departments

' in the area.
Both t h e Wilson and Honeoye Fal ls " I r o n Firemen" a r e an

: i n s p i r a t i o n and a symbol t o t h e many brave men and women who
v o l u n t e e r t h e i r serv ices i n t h e i r companies and w i l l i n g l y r i s k t h e i r l i v e s t o p r o t e c t t h e
peop le and p r o p e r t y,i n t h e i r respect ive c o m m u n i t i e s ,from t h e devastation o f fi r e .* * *x * * * * * * *

| Honaaye. Falls ¥TLron,.Fireman"

QUIPS: Nowadays, a d o l l a r saved is a q u a r t e r earned.
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OKIE"S DRUGSTORE CLOSED:

There appears to be a sense of sadness in t h e community o v e r t h e C los ing of Ok ie ' s Pharmacy
in Wilson. The h i s t o r y of pharmacies in t h e v i l l a g e goes back to 1880 when M . C . B e t t s had an
apothecary s t o r e in Wi lson, so it is h a r d to imagine t h e p l a c e wi thout one .

In 1887, Oscar McChesney ope ra ted a combination Jewelry, S ta t i ona ry, and D r u g s t o r e h e r e , b u t
l a t e r s o l d a l l h i s medicines and drugs to Norman Keck .

The Sal isbury and Jones drugstore was t h e n e x t to open on Young S t r e e t , and l a t e r became
known a s Bigalow and S a l i s b u r y ' s . I n t h e meantime, George Middleton opened a drugs to re i n t h e
Masonic B u i l d i n g in 1905, b u t in 1908 he and Ro land Singer purchased t h e s t o r e owned by Bigalow
and Sa l i sbu ry. C la rence Johnson bought o u t S i n g e r ' s share o f t h e business, and t h e d rugs to re
then ope ra ted as Johnson and Middleton's.

George Middleton was in t h e d r u g business u n t i l 1936 when he s o l d o u t to h i s son in l a w ,
Charles H a n e r. A w h i l e l a t e r , Haner d i e d , b u t h i s w i f e Edna Haner continued t h e s t o r e .

I n 1943, John B ieda , p u b l i s h e r o f t h e Wilson " S t a r " , bought t h e d r u g s t o r e and reopened i t
as t h e Wilson Pharmacy. At t h e same t i m e , Edna Haner moved t h e Middleton D r u g s t o r e across t h e
s t r e e t a n d , f o r a y e a r , Wilson had two d r u g s t o r e s o n Young S t r e e t .

In 1944, Bieda s o l d t h e Wilson Pharmacy back to Edna H a n e r , and she moved t h e Middleton
D r u g s t o r e back t o i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n . She cont inued t o opera te i t u n t i l 1951 when she s o l d
o u t to Gordon Mac Pherson. He r a n t h e p l a c e u n t i l 1968 when he s o l d it to Wi l l iam Okoniewski.

"Okie" k e p t t h e d r u g s t o r e i n o p e r a t i o n f o r t h i r t y y e a r s u n t i l A p r i l , 1998, when h e s o l d t h e
business , b u t n o t t h e s t o r e , to R i t e - A i d of Ransomvi l le .

J e r r y Dean, Mayor of Wi lson , concerned f o r t h e Senior C i t i zens who w i l l be inconvenienced
b y t h e s a l e , was r e p o r t e d l y making eve ry e f f o r t t o g e t ano ther d r u g company t o move t o Wilson.
H o p e f u l l y, h e w i l l b e s u c c e s s f u l .* * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS:

Dave Dickerson o f Newfane gave a n i n t e r e s t i n g s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n o n t h e "Prisoners a t F o r t
Niagara du r i ng World War I I " , and explained how many of them were used to h e l p Niagara County
f r u i t - g r o w e r s h a r v e s t t h e i r c r o p s . Wanda B u r r o w s was i n charge o f re f reshments and was helped
b y S a l l y Smi th , V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w, and June K r o p p .

O n June 22nd, t h e Annual Dinner w i l l b e h e l d i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g a t 6:00PM. The
V i c t o r i a n Dancers w i l l e n t e r t a i n , and J a n S p o r l e d e r w i l l b e i n charge o f t h e d inner.

The June meeting of t h e Board of D i rec to r s w i l l be h e l d on Wednesday, June 1 0 t h , at museum.* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM GREETERS:

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w, Hostess Chrm. , i n s p i t e o f a shor t s t a y i n t h e hosp i t a l , has managed t o
prepare a l i s t of hostesses f o r June~-we thank everyone f o r t h e i r cooperation:

June 7 t h , Jeanne Swanson, Debra and D a l e S c h l y e r, (Open, B i l l Rose); June 1 4 t h , Ruth Weaver,
Rena I s r a e l , Richard & Jan Zipp, (Open-Elton Kropp); June 2 l s t , L u c i l l e Upton, Frances D i e t z ,
and Ruth Lampman,(Open-Lucille); June 28 th , ,Sue and Dick S c h u l t z , A l i ce Thomas, (Open, Gordon
St rab low) ; J u l y 5th, Don and Wanda Burrows, Gary P e t t i t , (Open, Don).* * ** * * * * * *
STUDENT ACHIEVER:

Andrew Muck, a 1995 graduate of Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , has been named to the Dean's l i s t
a t C o l g a t e Un ive rs i t y where he is major ing in Mo lecu la r B io logy. Andrew is t h e son o f Bruce
and Bonnie Muck of Wilson. ;* * * * * * * * * *
4-H CLUB PLANTS ARBOR DAY TREE:

Members of S h i r l e y H a r p e r ' s " T r i Town C l a n " 4 -H C l u b p l a n t e d an Amelancer Ornamental t r e e
on t h e museum grounds, Saturday, .May 2 n d , f o r A r b o r D a y.

Don Burrows gave t h e youngsters a hand and instructed them in t h e p r o p e r way to p l a n t a t r e e .
He po in ted ou t t h a t n o t o n l y must t h e d i r t be packed fi r m l y around t h e r o o t s , b u t t hey a l s o
should b e v e r y c a r e f u l n o t t o n i c k t h e t r e e b a r k w i t h t h e i r shove ls s ince t h i s c o u l d a l l o w t h e
tree t o d i e . E l t o n Kropp he lped Don p l a c e t h e r a t h e r l a r g e t r e e i n p l a c e and t h e c h i l d r e n
d i d a good j o b p l a n t i n g i t . Don then showed them how t o prune t h e t r e e t o promote g row th .

G r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d , and h e l p i n g when poss ib l e , were t h e granddaughters of Don B u r r o w s ,
K a t e l y n Smith, and E l t o n Kropp , Meghan and K e l l y M a r o t t a o f L o c k p o r t . A l s o ‘ p a r t i c i p a t i n g were
Sue Managano and f r i e n d s , G i l l i a n , T i f f a n e y, and Linda and Louanne Stase lanage . A l s o a t t e n d ‑
i n g was Nancy Schaal Simmons, who was r e c e n t l y appointed to t h e Wilson Town Board .* * * * * * * * * *
WANT TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER?:

Here a r e some areas where y o u c o u l d h e l p o u t : Grounds ; Schoolhouse; B u i l d i n g s ; L i b r a r y ;
C o l l e c t i o n s ; E x h i b i t s : H o s p i t a l i t y ; Memorial Day F a i r . A l l i t t a k e s i s a phone c a l l t o
e i t h e r Gary F i t c h , P r e s . , (778-8854 or 751-9331) or Dorothy M a x fi e l d , C u r a t o r (751-6311). They
w i l l be g l a d to answer any quest ions y o u migh t have.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS: :

I t is a r e a l p l e a s u r e to welcome Wilson n a t i v e , Joyce F i t c h Penningroth of Englewood,F L ,
‘ w h o r e c e n t l y joined t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c . J o y c e , a 1951 g r a d u a t e o f Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l ,

a l s o gave a v e r y generous donation to t h e B u i l d i n g Fund. We a l s o welcome M r . and M r s . Timothy
L . C o n t e , S r . o f Roches te r, NY. The Con tes have been vendors a t ou r Memorial Day F a i r .

The f o l l o w i n g names may a l s o be added to y o u r membership r o l l : Mary R e e s eof Wi lson, NY
(751-6599); and Kr i s ten Wilson of Pittsford, NY.

Wealso weicome L o w é l t H: F i t ch of Pet r ing ten , Wyoming, and C a r o l (Cramer) Jones of F a l l s
Church, V i r g i n i a , cour tesy o f her s i s t e r , Dorothy P a r k e r o f Wilson. Carol i s a 1961 gradua te
o f Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l . and j o i n e d t h e soc ie ty i n 1994. i

; , a 2

BON MOT: : The way some people fi n d f a u l t , y o u ' d t h i n k t h e r e was an award.* * * * * * * * * *
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BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Wanda Bur rows made a motion seconded by O l l i e C l a r k to g i v e Judy K i n g , t r e a s . , permission to
pay a l l b i l l s r e l a t e d to t h e Memorial Day F a i r , a l s o to use f e r own d iscre t ion in paying o the r
mrgent month ly b i l l s . . Motion passed. Judy repor ted t h a t h e r books f o r 1997 have been audi ted.

Gary F i t c h , P r e s . , r epo r t ed t h a t s ince n o n - p r o fi t organizations a r e e l i g i b l e f o r g ran t s , i f
any member of o u r s o c i e t y is capable - of preparing o n e , h e ' d l i k e to h e a r f r o m them. He a l s o
thanked E l t o n Kropp and Gordon St rab low f o r t h e e x c e l l e n t j o b t h e y d i d c l e a n i n g u p and seeding
t h e grounds a l o n g t h e eas t l i n e .

E l t o n K r o p p repor ted t h a t two t e e s have been p lan ted , and t h a t G a r y F i t c h arranged to havethe
spruce t r e e s sprayed and t h e new l a w n area f e r t l i z e d .

Don Burrows repor ted t h a t t h e fl a g p o l e f o r t h e schoolhouse has been e r e c t e d , and t h e p u b l i c
address system.repaired by him and Ora P e t t i t .

Pam G r o f f suggested t h a t t h e c a r committee should consider en te r i ng some of t h e s o c i e t y ' s
Class ic cars in t h e "Cruise N igh ts " h e l d in t h e v i l l a g e on F r i d a y n i g h t s .

C e l e s t e Crawford suggested t h a t a new answering machine should be purchased f o r t h e museum,
and B i l l Rose was authorized to l o o k i n t o t h e m a t t e r and buy one if requ i red . It was a l s o
agreed t h a t t h e handicap ramp b y t h e depo t needs repa i r and a new ca rpe t i n s t a l l e d . G a r y sa id
h e would t a k e care o f t h e m a t t e r.

A t t end ing t h e May Board mee t i ng were: G a r y F i t c h , Judy K i n g , E l t o n K ropp , C e l e s t e C raw fo rd ,
B i l l R o s e , Wanda B u r r o w s , O l l i e C l a r k , Don C r o o p , Doro thy M a x fi e l d , Pam G r o f f , E l eano r Myers ,
Cordon S t r a b l o w , Don B u r r o w s , L o i s Barnum, and Richard S c h m i d l e , Record ing S e c r e t a r y .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS HONORED:

Micky and S h i r l e y H u n t e r were honored r e c e n t l y a t t h e 5 t h Annual Batavia D i s t r i c t L a i t y Ban ‑
q u e t . They jo ined E x l e y U.M. Church in 1960, and b o t h h a v e fi g u r e d prominently in t h e church.

Congratulat ions to H e l e n and Ra lph Dinse who celebrated t h e i r 60 th Wedding Ann iversary on
May 1 8 , 1998.

Emma S c h r a d e r , 96 , was f e t e d at t h e Wi lson House Restaurant on May 2 6 t h , w i t h a Dutch t r e a t
b i r t h d a y luncheon. Wi lson 's "Cookie Lady" i s espec ia l l y ac t i ve a t h e r age.* * * * * * * * * *
SCHOOLHOUSE FINISHING TOUCHES: :

Wanda B u r r o w s , C h r m . , has announced t h a t fi n a l w o r k is be ing done on t h e o l d schoolhouse and ,
when completed, t h e school w i l l be one of t h e " n e a t e s t " a t t rac t ions in Niagara C o u n t y.

Ed Hastings has replaced t h e o r i g i n a l r o c k f o u n d a t i o n ; Urban Insulat ion of Wil l iamsvil le
have comple t l y insulated the bu id ing ; Ken Wendt o f Sanborn has provided the Propane Hookup f o r
t h e o l d P o t - B e l l y S t o v e ; the Handicap Ramp i s be ing provided b y the Wilson Lions C l u b , Mike
Moyer, Chrm.; and the new schoolhouse fl a g p o l e was donated by Dave C l a r k .

Members o f Boy Scou t Troop 67's "Flaming Arrow" P a t r o l , a l o n g w i t h Miles L innabery, peeled
the ba rk f r om the p o l e and waterproofed i t .

Landscaping was done by A r t i s t i c Landscape and Decor of Midd lepor t , NY; and the sidewalk
excavation w o r k , as w e l l as erection of t h e fl a g p o l e was done by Day le , Don, and Chris P h i l l i p s .

Much of the labor has been donated, b u t a l l o t h e r expense has been pa id f o r f rom schoolhouse
funds which were earned in on-going projects--with g r e a t support f rom the community.* * * * * * * * * *
BITS & PIECES:

B r i on Lonsbe ry, g-grandson of M i l l i e L o n s b e r y, made t h e Honor R o l e at Thomas Marks School
l a s t m o n t h . . . . .P a u l Haro ld of Chatham, V a . , suggests t h a t "Adopt-a-Car" members, or o t h e r s ,
consider t r y i n g " B l u C o r a l Po l i sh " on musuem c a r s . He claims i t ' s t h e b e s t p o l i s h h e ' s ever
used and , conta ing t e fl o n , provides a long - las t i ng permanent fi n i s h . . . . . Have you not iced how
g r e a t t h e schoolhouse l o o k s a f t e r E d Has t ings rep laced t h e f o u n d a t i o n ? , , , , , O n may 10 , 1998, a
Crimson K i n g Maple.was p lan ted on t h e museum grounds in memory of Lawrence Rance . Members of
t h e S t e v e n s o n , S t e b l e i n , and Rance fam i l i es h e l d a s h o r t Memorial Service b y t h e t r e e a f t e r i t
was p l a n t e d . . . . .I f you no t i ced Howard and Leona H u n t e r had b i g smiles o n t h e i r f a c e r e c e n t l y ,
i t was because t h e i r daughter, K im, has made them proud grandparents .

: * * * * * * * * * *

RECENT AQUISITIONS:
J u l i a D u l k i e w i c , South W i l s o n , h a s donated a number o f books i n c l u d i n g Boy Scout Handbooks ,

a l s o two F i r s t A id K i t s .
G a r y F i t c h : Genea logy o f t h e F i t c h F a m i l y.
David Moody, Remsen , NY: 1904 H igh School Diploma f r o m Wilson H i g h School received by h i s

f a t h e r , Ches te r A l f r e d Moody.
Don C r o o p : Two dresses f r o m e s t a t e of M i ld red Croop--1980 v i n t a g e .
Rebecca T r e h a r n e , Ransomville: Small Loom and Two F i r s t A i d K i t s .* * * * * * * * * x

DO YOU REMEMBER 1919:
If you a r e 85 or o l d e r , you probably remember when World War I ended, and t h e U . S . Postoffice

issued a 3¢ stamp to commemorate t h e occasion. T h a t was t h e year p roh ib i t i on was voted in as
t h e 1 8 t h Amendment t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , and P r e s . Teddy Roosevelt d ied- -bu t n o t b e f o r e ar rang ing

. t h e groundwork f o r t h e Panama C a n a l . America's "Sweetheart" was M a r y P i c k f o r d , and everyone
loved t h e l i t t l e t ramp , Charl ie Chapl in. Two popu la r songs were " I ' m f o r e v e r b l ow ing b u b b l e s " ,
and "How you gonna k e e p them down o n t h e f a r m , a f t e r t h e y ' v e seen Pa - ree . "* * * * * * * * * *
CALENDAR FOR JUNE: ‑

Board of Director Meet ing at Museum on June 1 0 t h .
Annual D i n n e r , Barnum B u i l d i n g , 6:00 PMon June 22nd--Jan Spor leder, Chrm.* * * * * * * * * * .

SOUNDINGS: ‑
You can preach a better sermon with your l i f e t h a n w i t h your l i p s . .

fo © & 7 & % * *& &
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THE RARE DONNER WAGON:
Many f o r m e r res idents of Wilson as w e l l as many new f r i ends o f t e n s t o p by to see t h e Wilson

M u s e u m , and one such person t o v i s i t r e c e n t l y was Rudy (Larry) Nagode o f Eas t A u r o r a , New Yo r k .
He was interested in t h e Af r ican a r t i f a c t s t h a t were donated to t h e Wilson Museum by t h e f a m i l y
o f t h e l a t e P r o f e s s o r H e n r y Donner o f C l e v e l a n d , Ohio.

M r . Nagode is now t h e proud owner of t h e 1948 Chevro le t wooden Sta t ion Wagon used by t h e
Donners when t h e y toured Af r i ca in 1948 to s tudy t h e s t a r s P r o f . Donner had ea r l i e r discovered
a t a South A f r i can O b s e r v a t o r y i n 1927 and 1933. D r . Donner was f o r m e r l y a P r o f e s s o r o f A s t r o ‑
nomy and G e o l o g y a t Westem Reserve U n i v e r s i t y i n Cleveland.

A l a r g e col lect ion of a r t i f a c t s gathered up by P r o f . Donner and h i s w i f e a r e now stored in
t h e Wilson Museum.

The Sta t ion Wagon i n which t h e Donners made t h e i r A f r i can t r i p i s , i n i t s e l f , a r a r e c o l l e c t ‑
o r s i tem. The car had in f a c t , been espec ia l ly modified f o r i t s 9,500 m i l e t r i p f r o m A l g i e r s
to Capetown, A f r i ca . .

It was equipped w i t h two b a t t e r i e s ; d u a l s p o t l i g h t s to ward o f f w i l d animals at campsights;
an added hardwood p l a t f o r m to protect the gas tank f r o m damage; ex t ra heavy-duty springs; and
a f r o n t end winch. In 1948, A f r i ca was s t i l l ve ry pr im i t i ve w i t h r u t t e d , sandy roads and " n o t
a lways f r i e n d l y nat ives . "

The stat ion wagon in which t h e y rode was home f o r the Donners and they s l e p t and a te in i t .
It contained everything they would .pocsibly need to t r a v e l e i g h t months f r o m mid-winter condi‑
t i ons to deser t h e a t .

Henry removed the rear seats and b u i l t in a bed h i g h enough to accommodate t r u n i s ane s u i t ‑
cases beneath i t . Supplies under the bed a l s o included 5 cartons of tinned orconcentrated
f o o d s ; a supply o f spare p a r t s ; a l l s o r t s o f t o o l s ; 5 g a l l o n s o f motor o i l ; and a 2.5 g a l l o n
mi l k can f o r water.

Between the back of the bed and the t a i l g a t e stood e igh t -5 g a l l o n m i l i t a r y cans--four f o r
w a t e r , and f o u r f o r gasol ine. L e f t over l u g g a g e was stacked on t o p of t he bed i n c l u d i n g maps,
c h a r t s , s e x t a n t , s h o r t wave r a d i o , medical k i t , c a m e r a s , fi r e a r m s , s t o v e , e t c .

The f r o n t winch was driven by t h e c a r ' s crankshaf t and was capable of p u l l i n g up to 3 t o n s .
It could be operated f r o m t h e d r i v e r ' s s e a t , and a s m a l l b o a t anchor was attached to t h e end of
t h e 100 f o o t cable f o r gr ipp ing t h e ground should t h e y ever g e t s t u c k .

I n a d d i t i o n , a l l windows were fi t t e d o u t w i t h curtains and s c r e e n s , and t h e t a i l g a t e provided
a su r face f o r d i n i n g , o r even an i r o n i n g board .

The Donnors fi g u r e d their l oad capaci ty probably averaged o u t to between 1500 to 2,000 l b s .* * * * * * * * * *
H e n r y Donner was a nat ive of Wilson where he was b o r n in 1902. He graduated f r o m Wilson H i g h

School in 1921, and received h i s B . S . in E lec t r i ca l Engineering at Mich igan University.
He became v e r y interested in as t ronomy and f r o m 1927-1933 discovered 1,100 Double S t a r s w h i l e

a t M ich igan 's L a m o n t - H u s s e y O b s e r v a t o r y i n South A f r i c a .
H e n r y married F l o r e n c e Mudge, a l s o o f W i l s o n , and s ince t h e y never l o s t i n t e r e s t i n their

_hometown, j o ined t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y and k e p t i n touch w i t h Wilson a c t i v i t i e s by
read ing t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y "Newslet ter" .

The Donner 's A f r i c a n a r t i f a c t s were l e f t t o t h e Museum i n 1989 and M r . Donner d ied i n 1991,
a t W i l l o u b y, Oh io ,however, he was buried in t h e Cambria N o r t h Ridge C e m e t e r y.

H e n r y Donner was t h e grandson of H e n r y Donner who b u i l t t h e Donner Loom in 1895. In 1984,
5 years b e f o r e he d i e d , H e n r y Donner and h i s nephew, Ed Whi tcop, de l ivered t h e Donner Loom to
t h e Wilson Museum where t h e y were met by A r t Schnoor and Don Croop--who l a t e r , w i t h h e l p f r o m
Winnie F i s c h e r , were a b l e to assemble t h e l o o m in t h e Schnoor Room in good work ing condit ion.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM: .

Cynthia (Lauer) W i l s o n , 6 8 , a vo lun tee r w i t h t h e Wilson Free L i b r a r y , d ied a t home May 1 7 t h ,
f o l l o w i n g a l o n g i l l n e s s . Cynthia was t h e daughter of t h e l a t e Frank and L i l l i a n (Stapleton)
L a u e r , and graduated f r o m Wilson Cent ra l School in 1947. She a l s o belonged to t h e Wilson H i s ‑
t o r i c a l Soc ie ty and in 1978 served as Corresponding S e c r e t a r y . . ,

She i s survived b y h e r b r o t h e r , Frank E . (Jean) L a u e r o f G e t t s v i l l e , N Y, and a n a u n t , Marie
Getman o f W i l s o n , New Yo r k .

Funeral arrangements were made by t h e Hamilton & C l a r k Funeral Chapel of W i l s o n , and b u r i a l
was in Greenwood C e m e t e r y at W i l s o n , New Yo r k .

7 * * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: Believe h a l f of what you h e a r , b u t make sure i t ' s t h e r i g h t h a l f .as a - - * + *
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FAIR HIGHLIGHTS:
Perhaps t h e g r e a t e s t h i g h l i g h t o f t h i s y e a r ' s f a i r was t h e e x c e l l e n t work done b y t h e F a i r

Committee and, as we a l l know, t h e f a i r doesn ' t happen by i t s e l f . The soc ie ty is deeply g r a t e f u l
thereforeto these persons who p l a n n e d it a n d S a wi t : tO a s u c c e s s f u l conclusion: Lo is Barnum,
Ne t t i e Stimson, D a r r e l l Smith, Be th Waldron, and Ron Zauner.

"Making t h e wheel t u r n " , however, depended on some g r e a t area chairmen without whom t h e F a i r
c o u l d n ' t have been h e l d : Sh i r l ey Hunte r and Sh i r l ey Linnenbank, Chicken Bar-B-Que; Da le and
Debbie S c h l y e r, H o t Dogs; S a l l y Smi th , Funnel Cakes; A l thea Montgomery, Beef-on-Weck; Pam
G r o f f , Home-made P i e s ; Sara B e r r y , Pepsi and C o f f e e ; Judy Zauner, C o f f e e and Donuts ; D ick and
Sue S c h u l t z , Lemonade and Popcorn; _Melinda Hutchins, Co t ton Candy.

Wal ly Goodman and B i l l Rose were in charge of t h e ant ique c a r s ; Wanda Burrows, t h e Schoo l ‑
house; Doug and J u l i e Smi th , Ba l l oons ; D i ck Schmidle, Ways and Means; Sandy and Kara Ho lden ,
Memberships; D a r r e l l Smith, Caboose; Eleanor Myers and Dorothy Maxfie ld , Museum E x h i b i t s ; Gary
F i t c h , Ticket S a l e s ; Judy King, Finances; and.Kyle Andrews who serviced t h e Peps i Canisters.

Other suppor t i ve chairmen who k e p t t h i ngs moving included Ray G r o f f who s t a y e d on t o p o f t h e
garbage disposal p rob lem; a l s o t r o u b l e shoo te rs , Don Burrows and Dan K ing .

The soc ie ty ' s "Sunbonnet Sue Over t h e Ye a r " Q u i l t was a r e a l crowd p l e a s e r , and donation t i c k ‑
e t s s o l d l i k e h o t cakes. A drawing f o r t h e b e a u t i f u l sp read was h e l d a t 4:30 PM, and "Good Neigh‑
b o r Dave" Marmon o f L o c k p o r t p u l l e d t h e winning t i c k e t s f r o m t h e b a r r e l .

John Mikula o f Niagara F a l l s was t h e l u c k y w inner, w h i l e o t h e r p r i z e s drawn were a s f o l l o w s :
A fghan , Donna Cass o f O l c o t t , NY; Woodcarving, Dianne Quinn o f Wi l l i amsv i l l e , NY; "Wilson
Sketchbook", B e t t y Hausman of Wilson; and Wilson H i s t . S o c . Cookbook, Paul ine K u r t z of Wilson.

Other f ea tu red a t t r ac t i ons were a School Exh ib i t i n t h e Pat te rson Room; Dozens o f b e a u t i f u l
C lass ic Cars in t h e l o t Sou th of t h e Museum; and a huge fl e a marke t w i t h 300 Vendors.

The H i l l B r o t h e r Singers were a h i t i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g d u r i n g l u n c h t i m e , and a s p e c t a c u ‑
l a r Parachute Drop was made by e i g h t members of t h e Beebe Road F l y i n g F i e l d . Maestra Jim Wail‑
d r o n , or “Honky-Tonk J i m " , enter ta ined t h e Bar-B-Que Crowd, and t h e ever p o p u l a r "Niagara E x p e r i ‑
ence P l a y e r s " p u t o n two g r e a t shows.

A shor t Memorial Service by members of Wilson American Legion P o s t was observed in f r o n t of
t h e o l d Schoolhouse, f o l l o w e d by t h e p l a y i n g of t h e S t a r Spangled Banner by t h e Wilson High Band.

Perhaps t h e s p i r i t and character of t h e Wilson Memorial Day F a i r was b e s t summed up by a l a d y
who was overheard to s a y, "I do so enjoy coming to t h e Wilson F a i r each yea r because i t ' s such a
n i c e f a m i l y or iented even t - -a p l a c e where one c a n meet o l d f r i ends and renew acquaintances, and
t h e p e o p l e a r e s o f r i e n d l y h e r e . "

A l l t h i n g s considered, it was a very good y e a r, and t h e Wilson Histor ical Society appreciates
a l l t he support and generosity of everyone who was involved wi th i t .

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome Nancy and E lv in Simmons a s members o f the Wilson H i s t . Society a s
w e l l as t h e i r daughter, Kierston. Nancy is our r e c e n t l y appointed town Councilwoman, anc Elv in is
the Assistant Pr inc ipa l at Williamsville Nor th High School. Junior member, Kierston, is s t a r t i n g
Kinderyarten at Thomas Marks in September. ‘ :

We a l s o wish to welcome David and J u l i e Godfrey of Wilson; Tim Roberts of Orchard Park , N Y,
(courtesy of Sue Scherer) ; John P. Munch of S i l v e r Springs, NY,son of Don Munch; Frank and
Joanne B u e l l of Wilson; Tom and Amelia Bach of Wilson; Dave and Ly n e t t e Draper of Wilson;
Cyn th ia Melcher of Niagara F a l l s , NY; Shi r ley Ho l l i s t e r of Lewiston, NY; SusaN Wisniewski of
Wilson; and L i f e Member F loyd A. Green of Wilson, NY

(Please n o t e : Any pe rson whos membership dues have e lapsed f o r one y e a r or more w i l l be r e ‑
corded as a new member, (when renewing) u n l e s s back dues a r e p a i d u p . )

. * * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:.

At tne June Board meeting, i t was decided n o t to h o l d an I c e Cream Soc ia l t h i s summer. ‘The
2 o p u l a r event has been h e l d f o r t h e p a s t 1 0 o r twe lve y e a r s , bu t i n view o f a f a l l - o f f i n a t t e n ‑
cance, t h e town board decided n o t t o sponsor a band t h i s y e a r . I n s t e a d , t h e Society w i l l t r y t o
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e Methodist Church "F lea Market" which w i l l b e h e l d Labor.Day a t t he Museum.

O l l i e C l a r k made a mot ion, seconded by Judy K ing , to have t h e museum's secu r i t y system hooked
up in t h e o l d schoolhouse. Motion was approved.

Dorothy Maxfield made a motion, seconded by Mi les Linnabery, to g r a t e f u l l y accept an o f f e r by
Wilson's Garden Clubto maintain t h e fl o r a l p l a n t i n g s around t h e schoolhouse. Celeste Crawford ,
a member o f t h e C l u b , w i l l a c t as t h e l i a i son between t h e Garden Club and t h e His to r i ca l Soc ie ty.
J u l i e Godfrey of Wilson is President of t h e Garden C l u b .

At tending t h e meeting were: Bruce Muck, E leanor Myers, Celeste Crawford, Don Croop, Micky
H u n t e r, Mi les Linnabery, O l l i e C l a r k , Judy K ing , E l t o n Kropp, Dorothy Maxfie ld , Pam G r o f f , Gordon
St rab low, L o i s Barnum, F l o y d C l a r k , B i l l Rose, Gary Fi tch,Pres. , and Dick Schmidle, Sec re ta ry.
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Lo i s Barnum, f a i r ch rm. , has announced t h a t she has been unable to l o c a t e 2nd p r i z e w inner,

Dianne Quinn of Wil l iamsvi l le, who was awarded t h e Woodcarving. W i l l anyone knowing Dianne or
h e r whereabouts, p l e a s e n o t i f y Lo i s at 751-6665.

John Mikula o f Niagara F a l l s was t h e happy winner o f t h i s y e a r ' s q u i l t . H e p icked i t u p a t t h e
Barnum home where he was a b l e to meet some of t h e lad ies who made i t , Pictures were takén «and
hopefu l ly may appear in t h e Niagara Gazet te .

ke ek ke eR ke ek ke ke ke

MEETINGS:
J u l y 8 t h : Board of Di rector Meeting at museum, 7:30 PM.
A u g . 12 th : Board « f D i rec to r m e e t i n ga t museum, 7:30 PM.
There w i l l . be no monthly program meetings, during J u l y and Augus t .

_ The museum w i l l be open to v i s i t o r s on Sunday afternoons f r o m 2-4PM dur ing J u l y and A u g u s t .
* bry * * ¥ = * ve * w

TEENAGERS ARE. ..p@opfc wno express a burning desire to be different by dressing e x a c t l y a l i k e .
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FITTRO FARM ATTRACTION:

When you en te r t h e Wilson Museum grounds, y o u w i l l n o t i c e a n a t t r a c t i v e , r e d and wh i te b a r n
w i t h t h e name " F i t t r o Shop" l e t t e r e d on i t . Th i s is where many of t h e museum's farm-re lated
t o o l s and implements a r e displayed. Ed A l l g e i e r is in charge of t h e F i t t r o Shop, which is named
a f t e r N. B r u c e F i t t r o who s t a r t e d a blacksmith shop t h e r e in 1898.

The prope r t y was once owned by George P e t t i t whos daugh te r, Grace P e t t i t , married Ernes t
Moo te . The i r d a u g h t e r, Gertrude Moote l a t e r married N . B ruce F i t t r o .

B r u c e F i t t r o had operated a blacksmith shop in Wi l sonbu rg , West V i r g i n i a , b u t was pursuaded
to come to Wilson and opened up a new shop. He constructed a new f o r g e and chimney, and made
h i s own t o o l s and b e l l o w s .

The shop was a v e r y busy p l a c e , and as l o n g as ho rses had to be shod , t h e c l a n g of haxsmérzand
a n v i l cou ld be heard f r o m e a r l y morning u n t i l supper t ime . U s u a l l y he was h a r d pressed to k e e p
up w i t h orders so he employed a man to h e l p him.

They were k e p t busy making i r o n r i m s f o r wagon w h e e l s , and t h e k e t t l e s used b y t h e nearby
Fredonia Canning C o . , were o f t e n b rough t to F i t t r o ' s shop f o r r e p a i r s .

Tra in crews f r o m t h e o l d "Hojack" l i n e used t o s t o p b y t h e shop f r e q u e n t l y i n o rder t o fi l l
t h e i r w a t e r j ugs f r o m t h e w e l l t h a t s tood n e a r t h e house .

Those ~ World War I years was a l s o i n t h e e r a when t h e game " C r o q u e t " was p o p u l a r , and a
croquet c o u r t was s e t - u p west o f t h e house. Some of t h e o l d timers who used to compete t h e r e
were s t a t i o n m a s t e r , D i c k P a t t e r s o n , E l l s w o r t h P e t t i t , C h a r l e s Car r i gan , E d B i c k f o r d , and
B u r t G a l l u p .

A f t e r t h e war ended, t h e r e w a sa dec l i ne in S m i t h i n g because everyone was fascinated w i t h
t h e new automobile i n d u s t r y t h a t was beginning to blossom o u t .

F i t t r o was qu ick to see t h e need to s t o c k up on gas and o i l , and tu rned h i s blacksmith shop
i n t o a gas s ta t i on which he operated u n t i l h i s dea th in 1949.

B r u c e F i t t r o ' s granddaughter, V i r g i n i a C l a r k K l a i b e r , is a L i f e Member of t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMORIAL SERVICE:

P h i l i p Goodrich of New Brighton,MN, has announced t h a t t h e r e w i l l be a Memorial Service f o r
h i s pa ren t s , John and Marion (Downes) Goodrich at t h e E x l e y United Methodist CHurch at 4PM,
J u l y 7, 1998.

Marion was an act ive member of E x l e y and a f o r m e r Lockport High School teacher. She a l s o
d i d substi tute teaching at Newfane and Wilson schools. She died at L a k e h u r s t , F l . , in May, 1993
and was in ter red in Greenwood Cemetery at Wilson.

John Goodrich operated the Goodrich Farms on Lake Road. He was a l s o a member of E x l e y ; the
Wilson Lions C l u b ; Farm Bureau Extension Serv i ce ; and founder of t he Lake Ontario F r u i t Growers
Association. Hewas a member of several Wilson Bands, a l s o the Champion Tonawanda Legion Band.
John and Marion jo ined t h e Wilson His to r ica l Soc ie ty in 1973.

They had one son, P h i l i p (Helen) Goodrich of New Brighton,MN; and two daughters, Jean (Al len)
Patchin of Fr iedly,MN, and Barbara P h i l i p s of F l a g s t a f f , Az.* * * * * * * * * *
BITS AND PIECES:

I t ' s h a r d t o k e e p u p w i t h some o f o u r v o l u n t e e r s , and many times pro jects a r e completed be fo re
we know who d i d them. One b i g j o b b e f o r e f a i r day was done by Andy Spor leder who used h i s
John Deere and R o t o - Ti l l e r t o b reak u p and l e v e l o f f t h e l a r g e p i l e o f fi l l t h a t had been dumped
behind the..schoolhouse.... .Many thanks to Gordon St rab low f o r r epa i r i ng t h e handicap ramp by t h e
depo t , and to Micky H u n t e r f o r cementing and s t a p l i n g new ca rpe t i ng on i t . . . . .And perhaps you
no t i ced t h e new p lan t i ngs around t h e museum s i g n - - t h e y were donated and planted b y Beu te l N u r s e r y ‑
o f South W I l s o n . . . . . I f you used t h e washstand sou th o f t h e Barnum B l d g . o n F a i r D a y, you migh t b e
i n t e r e s t e d t o know t h a t i t was designed and b u i l t b y Don B u r r o w s . . . . . - some o f o u r members spent
l o n g hou rs b e f o r e and a f t e r t h e f a i r " s e t t i n g u p " , " p i c k i ng up " and "c l ean ing u p " . You need b u t
l o o k at a l l t h e mater ials s to red in t h e S t o r a g e b a r n to know what t h e y accomplished.* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ATTENDANTS:

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , C h r m . , has announced t h e Sunday a f t e r n o o n museum attendants f o r J u l y and
Augus t as f o l l o w s : P lease mark t h e da tes you volunteered f o r on your ca lendar.

J u l y 5 t h : Don and Wanda B u r r o w s , G a r y P e t t i t , (Open-Don); J u l y 1 2 t h , Tom and H e l e n Rodgers ,
G e r r y Swann, (Open-Don Croop); J u l y 1 9 t h , Richard and Jeanne Schmid le , Char les Messersmith-Open,
R i c h a r d ) ; J u l y 2 6 t h , C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , D a l e and Debbie Sch l ye r , (Open-Celeste) ;

August 2nd, C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Edna Rob inson , H e l e n H o r t o n , (Open-Celeste); August 9 t h , B i l l
and Maxine J o n e s , Chr is t ine and Wa l l a c e Goodman, (Open-Wallace); August 1 6 t h , Sidney and Donna
P e t t i t , Dorothea Mark,(Open, F l o y d C l a r k ) ; Augus t 2 3 r d , C a r o l e S c h n o o r , A r t S c h n o o r, Dennis M e i e r ,
(Open, C a r o l e ) ; Augus t 3 6 t h , Howard and Doro thy P a r k e r , Paul ine Kurtz,(Open, D a r r e l l S m i t h . )

September 6 t h : G a r y and P a t r i c i a F i t c h , Donna F r i t t o n , (Open, Gary).* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Gary P e t t i t : 1903 Graduation C e r t i fi c a t e of Ruby Jarv is Pet t i t :Wi lson High; Wilson H i g h Gradu-‑
a t i o n P i c t u r e , C l a s s of 1903; 1908 Graduation Cer t i fica te f o r Ruby, B u f f a l o Normal Col lege.Pic ture
of Schoolhouse at Lake and Hu lbur t Roads--Al l f ramed.

Joseph Dulkiewic: B a n n e r , "God B l e s s America" " S p i r i t of ' 76 " Bought w h i l e in Navy World W a r I ]
Thomas S i n g e r : Discharge,Pension P a p e r s , Death C e r t i fi c a t e f o r Thomas M . S i n g e r, P v t . , Ba t t e r yM

t s t N . Y. L i g h t A r t i l l e r y , C i v i l Wa r ; a l s o Genea logy o f Mar t i n Bush Fami ly b y Cora Bush.
Dwight D. Mehseh le , Ransomville: P i c t u r e of Wr igh ts Corners School D i s t . Ca. 1923.
Z i l p h a P e t t y , L o c k p o r t : WWii N a v a l Uniformsworn by Archie P e t t y i n c l u d i n g 4 h a t s , 4 t i e s ,

g l o v e s , e p z u l e t t s and b u t t o n s ; a l s o , 2 d r e s s e s , 2 blouses, 4 b o n n e t s , skirt, gloves, 2 s l i p s ,
2 nightgowns, s tock ings , s c a r f , shoes, h a t , and f a n . a

- - * * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS: We make a’ l i v i n g by what we get, b u t we make a l i f e by what we g i v e .
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SINGER FAMILY REVIEWED:

I n 1977 t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty p u b l i s h e d t h e b o o k l e t , "The Va l i an t Men o f B a t t e r y M " ,
B a t t e r y M is of s p e c i a l in terest to Wilsonites because dur ing t h e C i v i l War over 100 brave
men f r o m Wilson vo lunteered t h e i r services in t h a t u n i t .

T h e i r names, as reco rded by f o r m e r Town C l e r k , A r t h u r Dobbs, a r e l i s t e d on pages e leven and
t w e l v e . A t t h e time o f i t s p u b l i c a t i o n , w e discovered t h a t Lorenzo P r a t t , C h i e f B u g l e r o f
B a t t e r y M was n o t on Dobb's l i s t , and more r e c e n t l y we discovered t h a t t h e name of Thomas M.
Singer was a l s o missing . f r o m t h e r o l l .

I n ve r i fica t i on o f t h i s t h e museum now has copies o f P v t . Thomas M. S inge r ' sHonorable
Discharge papers; a l s o h i s a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a Pension, and a copy o f h i s death c e r t i fi c a t e .
Accordingly we may n o t e t h a t P v t . Thomas M. Singer e n l i s t e d in Capta in Cothran 's l s t New Yo r k
L i g h t A r t i l l e r y Regiment of Vo lunteers on October 1 5 , 186 la t L o c k p o r t , NY. He served t h r e e
y e a r s and h i s records show t h a t h e was b o r n i n B u f f a l o , N Y. When h e en l i s t ed h e was 2 2 y e a r s
of age and s tood 5 f o o t , 4% inches t a l l .

Dur ing h i s enlistment he was confined to t h e h o s p i t a l w i t h meas les , and l a t e r t y p h o i d f e v e r .
A f t e r he was discharged he married Caro l i ne S t a a t s at B u f f a l o in 1864, and t h e y had two c h i l d ‑
r e n , Roland R. Singer and John.

Roland Singer was b o r n i n South Wilson i n 1867, and a t tended t h e C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e i n
Wilson. In 1892 he marr ied Emma Bush of E a s t Wi lson, t h e n t a u g h t schoo l u n t i l 1904. At t h a t
t ime he b u i l t t h e Wilson C o l d S t o r a g e , and became one of Wilson's most prominent business men,
w i t h interests in s e v e r a l businesses inc lud ing t h e Wilson Lumber Company, t h e C e n t r a l M i l l i n g
Company, Wilson D r u g s t o r e , and Wilson C o l d S t o r a g e .

H i s business associat ions brough t many c o l o r f u l v i s i t o r s to t h e Singer home such as Henry
T u r c o t t , t h e Watermelon King of Columbus, Oh io ; a l s o a M r . Bean f r o m B u f f a l o who had Ro land
organ ize t h e "Singer and Bean C o l d S t o r a g e . "

Ro land Singer a l s o se rved e i g h t yea rs on t h e Niagara County Board o f Superv i so rs , s i x as
Chairman. A good f r i e n d was Superv isor F r e d K r u l l o f Lockpo r t who purchased t h e P a r k at O l c o t t
which he l a t e r t u rned o v e r to t h e coun ty.

He was an ac t i ve member of Ex ley Methodist Church, and when he d i e d f o u r fo rmer p a s t o r s
o f fi c i a t e d a t h i s f u n e r a l , t h e Reverends Cope land , Eastman, Fa i rbu rn , and Par t ing ton .

Emma Bush's f a t h e r , M a r t i n Bush, l i v e d in t h e cobblestone house where t h e Beebe Road F l y i n g
F i e l d is now l o c a t e d . M a r t i n b u i l t and s o l d t h e wel l -known "Bush Pump"~-many of which were
s o l d throughout t h e a rea . He l a t e r became associated w i t h Wilson's Bush/Chapman M i l l i n g b u s i ‑
ness which was l o c a t e d i n t h e v i l l a g e o n West Young S t r e e t .

Thomas K. Singer of Apple ton, NY, t he son of Haro ld and Grace (Kenyon) Singer and grandson
of Roland Singer, graduated f rom Wilson High Schoolin 1950 and the Universi ty of Pennsylvania
in 1954. He was a Captain in t h e U .S . Ai r force and l a t e r became Vice President of the Kaiser
Aluminum Corpora t ion , Re t i red , he and h i s w i f e , Jacquel ine, l i v e on t h e i r fa rm at Appleton,NY.
Both Tom and Jacqueline are L i f e Members of t h e Wilson His to r ica l Soc ie ty. .* * * * * * * * * *
SUMMER CONCERTS SCHEDULED:

A number of Free Concerts have been scheduled f o r C l a r k ' s Park on Harbor S t r e e t , Wilson,
at which everyone is inv i ted to a t t e n d :

On Saturday, J u l y 18 th t h e BUFFALO ZOOMOBILE WILL BE AT THE PARK AT 2:00PM and promises to
b e a n interactive u n f o r g e t t a b l e l e a r n i n g experience f o r a l l ch i ldren.

OnSatu rday, J u l y 2 5 t h , BUFFALO & BRANDY w i l l p r e s e n t a ch i ld ren 's Concert a t 1:00PM.
On Thursday evening, Augus t 1 3 t h , NANCY KELLY w i l l p r e s e n t a program at 6:00 PMof music

f r o m t h e b i g band e r a .
On Satu rday, August 1 5 t h _ - GLENN COLTON w i l l p r e s e n t a Family Concer t a t 1:00PM.
On Thursday, Augus t 2 0 t h , t h e 80 p iece AMERICAN LEGION BAND OF THE TONAWANDAS W i l l p r e s e n t

a c o n c e r t a t 6:00 PM. * * * * * * * * * *
Two concer ts a r e p r e s e n t l y scheduled f o r t h e V i l l a g e P a r k a s f o l l o w s :
Sunday, J u l y 1 2 t h , BARROOM BUZZARDS
Sunday, September 1 3 t h , BAND CONCERT.

* RX * * * * * * * *
LOST CAUSE:

When Faye Campbel l passed away, we l o s t a v a l u a b l e source of information f o r t h e News le t t e r.
Faye had a g r e a t memory, and we were always fasc inated by h i s s to r i es about Wilson.

We r e c a l l one t ime when he t o l d us about how t h e fi r s t automobiles were b u i l t in Wilson and
how, as a b o y, George Brooks gave h i m a r i d e in h i s fi r s t "Niagara" automobile. ,

The Wilson Automobile Company a p p a r e n t l y g o t o f f to a bad s t a r t , and it was c l e a r f r o m t h e
s t a r t t h a t Wilson wou ld never become a second D e t r o i t . The v i l l a g e b o a r d , f o r instance, passed
a r e s o l u t i o n t h a t George c o u l d n ' t d r i v e f a s t o n v i l l a g e s t r e e t s . I n f a c t , many p e o p l e t h o u g h t
he s h o u l d n ; t have pe rm iss ion to d r i v e on v i l l a g e s t r e e t s at any speed--because i t s c a r e d t h e i r
horses.

Brooks argued t h a t t h e r e were many horses in town t h a t were f a r more dangerous t h a n h i s
C a r s - - a t l e a s t , h e s a i d , h i s ca rs were under c o n t r o l and they went where h e drove them. N o t
a lways t h e case when i t came to u n r u l y horses.

George Brooks was t h e c h i e f mechanic f o r t h e fl e d g l i n g company, and S t a n l e y Dwight was t h e
owner and manager. The fi r s t c a r was b u i l t in 1901 at t h e Brooks Machine Shop l o c a t e d n e x t to
t h e o l d Bush/Chapman G r i s t M i l l . In 1903, t h e business was moved to t h e o l d Creamery Bu i l d i ng
near t h e E x l e y Methodist Church. It was h e r e t h a t t h e fi r s t "Niagara Runabout" was b u i l t , and
though s e v e r a l were b u i l t , t h e v i l l a g e was n o t ready f o r i ndus t r i a l expansion. Unable to g e t
financ ia l backing, Dwight and Brooks had to c l o s e t h e i r doors.

* * * * * * * * * *
QUIPS: Think how ha rd it is to change y o u r s e l f and y o u ' l l understand what chance you have

of changing o t h e r s .
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MAKING WILSON HISTORY: :
Wilson shouldn' t be cate. goriesed as a " S l e e p y l i t t l e bedroom town" when t h e fi s h b i t e

so good t h e fishermen can h a r d l y t a k e a n a p . F r e s h l y stocked waters contr ibute to making
Wilson one o f t h e b e s t fi s h i n g areas i n Niagara C o u n t y , and more and more a n g l e r s a r e fi n d i n g
i t o u t . B e s i d e s , where can one fi n d a p r e t t i e r p l a c e t o k e e p o r launch a b o a t t h a n i n t h e
w e l l protected Wilson Harbor.

P l e n t y of good, c l e a n outdoor entertainment is ava i lab le d u r i n g t h e summer months s t a r t i n g
w i t h t h e Wilson Histor ica l S o c i e t y Memorial Day F a i r .

L o c a l sport ing competitions i n c l u d i n g soccer abound at t h e school wh i l e K-5 Runs and
numerous fi s h i n g derbies a r e h e l d at t h e h a r b o r.

A v a r i e t y of summer concerts a r e scheduled at C l a r k ' s P a r k and t h e V i l l a g e P a r k , and the
Wilson Vo lun tee r F i r e Co . parade and fie ldday, (a 3 d a y event t h i s year) continues to be one o f
t h e b e s t h e l d anywhere.

Another b i g event is t h e Methodist Church F l e a M a r k e t on Labor Day which is be ing h e l d
o n the Museum grounds t h i s . y e a r , whi le a recent addi t ion t o t h e Wilson scene a r e t h e F r i d a y
evening "Cruise N igh ts " i n i t i a ted by Mayor J e r r y Dean. Mayor Dean i s a l s o promoting a "Watch
Wilson Grow" campaign to encourage new growth and expansion of the business community.

A “new l o o k " in the v i l l a g e is al ready in evidence and fea tu res American F l a g s a l o n g newly
paved s t r e e t s ; new c i r cu la r benches and tab les and tubs of fl o r a l plantings a l o n g Young S t r e e t .
Noticeable a l s o is the bu l l e t i n board at t h e f o u r corners which is k e p t up to date so residents
may a lways be informed of on-going events t a k i n g p l a c e in the community.

Two new establishments are opening in Wilson g iv ing impetus to the "Watch Wilson Grow" cam‑
paign. Leanne-Haley B r o w n , a pharmacist at Pe te rsons in N e w f a n e , has purchased and is reno‑
v a t i n g t h e former laundry f a c i l i t y o n P e t t i t S t r e e t , and i s planning t o have a new drug s to re
operat ing there soon.

W ea l s o no te t h a t a new fl o r i s t shop i s opening soon o n Young S t r e e t , the "Garden G a t e ” ,
and w i l l be r u n by S h e l l y And rews , a n a t i v e o f Wi lson.

Mayor Dean's e f f o r t s to promote and c l e a n - u p Wilson a r e reminiscent of t h e 1950's when
Wilson G i r l Scouts o f T r o o p # 1 used t o l i n e t h e s t r e e t s w i t h f r e s h l y painted green and whi te
t r a s h b a r r e l s b e a r i n g t h e s l o g a n , "Keep Wilson C l e a n . ”

; * * * * * * * * * *

1874 PARTY RE-LIVED:
Members who attended t h e annual d inner in J u n e t o o k p a r t in a "Harvest P a r t y " s imi la r t o ’

one t h a t was h e l d in Wilson's o l d American H o t e l in 1874. Ladies dressed in at t ract ive V i c ‑
t o r i an Gowns were accompanied by t h e i r gent lemen escor ts in f o r m a l b l a c k & whi te . They mingled
w i t h o t h e r guests a s t h e y enjoyed a spec ia l d inner f a r e c o n s i s t i n g o f fi n g e r f o o d s , c o n s u m e ' ,
r o a s t b e e f , ham, s a l a d s , c o n d i m e n t s ,and desse r t s .

The c o l o r f u l Amherst Dance S o c i e t y demonstrated a number of per iod dances i n c l u d i n g t h e
W a l t z , Opera R e e l , Q u a d r i l l e ,and V i r g i n i a R e e l , and members o f t h e Wilson s o c i e t y jo ined i n .
The program concluded w i t h everyone s tand ing and s i n g i n g verses f r o m "Home Sweet Home."

The entertainment and dinner were planned f r o m an a c t u a l program and menu used at t h e
American H o t e l i n 1874. The h o t e l was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t o f b r i c k and used a s a h o s p i t a l by.
a D r . K r e s s o f Wilson. The b u i l d i n g i s bel ieved t o have s t o o do n t h e s i t e o f t h e present
S t . P a u l ' s Lutheran Church.

The s o c i e t y is espec ia l ly g r a t e f u l to J a n Spor lederwho prepared t h e d inner and was
assisted by Emi ly McAvoy, Barbara M o s h e r , L o i s B a r n u m , Melanie B a r n u m , Marge Will iams and
S a r a Berry. * * * * * * * * * *
VISITORS FROM ENGLAND:

M r . Richard and N ico le Dick of Warwicksh i re , England, v i s i t e d t h e Wilson Museum and were
v e r y interested in t h e many fi n e displays--both in t h e Depo t and C a r Museum. M r . Dick was
espec ia l l y interested in our co l lec t ion o f an t ique and c lass ic cars s ince he is associated w i t h
a c a r museum in England. Richard and N ico le were guests of Tom and Jacqueline S i n g e r.* * * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER MEETINGS: ,

S e p t . 7 t h : Labor Day F l e a Market‐-Museum grounds, 5am o n . Sponsored by Methodist Church.
S e p t . 9 t h : Board o f D i rec to r Meet ing . P a t t e r s o n Room, 7:30 PM. :
S e p t . 28th: Mon th l y Meet ing , P a t t e r s o n Room, 7:30 P M* * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: Speak w e l l o f people and you need never wh ispe r.
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"TRON FIREMAN" GETS NATIONAL RECOGNITION:

J im H a r o l d of A r l i n g t o n , V a . , f e l t t h a t t h e Wilson F i r e Company's " I r o n Fireman"should have
more r e c o g n i t i o n , s o decided t o d o something about i t . H e obtained a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m f r o m t h e
Smithsonian in Washington,DC, to have t h e s t a t u e recogn ized by t h e Nat ional Museum of American
A r t . He t h e n sen t t h e f o r m to h i s f r i e n d , "Chuck" Messersmith of Wi l son , a 50 y e a r v e t e r a n w i t h
t h e Wilson Vo l u n t e e r F i r e Company.

"Chuck" immediately began g a t h e r i n g in format ion abou t t h e " I r o n Fireman" inc lud ing photographs,
and a r t i c l e s w r i t t e n i n t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y N e w s l e t t e r descr ib ing t h e s t a t u e ' s h i s t o r y.
He forwarded t h e m a t e r i a l to t h e Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n and on J u l y 23 , 1998, received t h e
f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r .

"Dear M r . Messersmith: Thank y o u so much f o r so p r o m p t l y sending us a completed r e p o r t
f o r m ; photographs; and accompanying h i s t o r i c a l in format ion about t h e Fireman S t a t u e in
Wilson. Wea r e d e l i g h t e d t o b e a b l e t o add a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h i s ou tdoor s c u l p t u r e t o t h e
n a t i o n a l I n v e n t o r y of American S c u l p t u r e database." S ince re l y, Ch r i s t i ne Hennessey, C o ‑
ordinator of Inven to r ies o f American Pa in t ings and S c u l p t u r e , Na t iona l Museum American A r t .

Anyone wish ing to review t h e o r i g i n and h i s t o r y of t h e " I r o n Fireman" may fi n d t h e s t o r y in t h e
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty P u b l i c a t i o n , "Wilson Sketchbook" o n page 117 under t h e t i t l e , "S inger
was model f o r I r o n Fireman". * * * * * * * * * *

The I r o n Fireman a r t i c l e i n t h e June N e w s l e t t e r b r o u g h t t h i s humerous response f r o m Marg Ivanek
o f D u n n e l l o n , F l . We c a n ' t " t o p " h e r l e t t e r , s o h e r e i t i s , ( w i t h minor e d i t i n g )

"Wow!, y o u r l a s t N e w s l e t t e r s u r e j a r r e d a memory o f t h a t o l d " I r o n Fireman". Around t h e mid
or l a t e f o r t i e s , he p u t a t e r r i b l e f e a r i n t o t h e h e a r t s of two Wilson teenagers.

" I t h i n k i t was l a t e summer when I , and a p a l named S h i r l e y B a r r y , had j u s t l e f t Ta t e ' s Movie
Thea te r. A s to rm was moving in f a s t as we s t a r t e d up Main S t r e e t t owa rd L a k e , so we stopped in
f r o n t of Lee Ward's garage to debate whether to r u n f o r it or go back to t h e t h e a t e r and c a l l home.

"I v i v i d l y remember t h e wind whipping around t h e c o r n e r as we hudd led in f r o n t of t h e l a r g e
p l a t e g l a s s window in Ward 's ga rage . A l l a t once , S h i r l e y grabbed me and s t a r t e d sh r iek ing f o r
m e t o l o o k i n t h e window. Look I d i d , and what I saw w i l l l i v e w i t h m e f o r e v e r . A deadman was
l y i n g on t h e garage fl o o r . I ' l l n e v e r f o r g e t t h a t w h i t e , wh i t e f a c e , and I d i d n ' t want to l o o k
f u r t h e r at what m igh t be hidden below t h e s i l l in t h e shadows.

" O u r f e e t t o o k wings and i n n o t ime a t a l l w e were b u r s t i n g t h r o u g h t h e f r o n t door o f m y house‑
b o t h gasping f o r b r e a t h wh i l e t r y i n g t o t e l l m y s t a r t l e d p a r e n t s t h e r e was a deadman i n Lee Ward's
garage. Seeing t h e l o o k s on our f a c e s , my f a t h e r was convinced and went i n t o act ion.

"You guessed i t . It was the " I r o n Fireman" l y i n g in repose at Ward's garage u n t i l such time
as he cou ld t a k e up h i s v i g i l in f r o n t of t h e Wilson Volunteer. F i r e h a l l .

Sh i r l ey and I had a sho r t span o f fame, b u t i t w a s n ' t t h e k ind we wanted. My fa the r wasn ' t
laughing e i t h e r. Thanks f o r the memories" Marj I v a n e k , b e t t e r known then as Budgie Stockwe l l .

* * * * * * * *, * *
FEDERATION NEWS:

Norm MacAsk i l l , who jo ined the Wilson H i s t . Soc. in 1972, has been e lec ted Pres . o f t he N iag ‑
ara Co. Federation of H is to r i ca l Soc ie t ies . Norm has f a i t h f u l l y served t h e Wilson group as l s t
Vice P r e s . , 2nd Vice-Pres. , Program Chairman, and Federation Representative.

The Federation s e t up an exh ib i t at t h i s y e a r ' s f a i r in t he 4-H Tra in ing C e n t e r. Seventeen
Federation groups had exh ib i ts in honor of Cambria's 190th Bir thday.

*k * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Gary F i t c h , P r e s . , has appointed a new committee to deve lop a Mission Sta@ment f o r t h e Wilson
H i s t . S o c i e t y. The committee is to propose g o a l s and t r y to determine what t h e f u t u r e d i r e c t i o n
and accomplishments of t h e s o c i e t y shou ld b e . A r e p o r t shou ld be ready by A p r i l , 1999, and mem‑
b e r s of t h e committee a r e : Wanda B u r r o w s ; W a l l y Goodman; Dave Mahar; Dave McLaughl in; B r u c e
Muck; Thomas Singer ; and D a r r e l l Smi th .

Gary a l s o announced t h a t Robin S l a t e w i l l no l o n g e r do t h e IRS r e p o r t s f o r t h e s o c i e t y, and a
new CPA must be engaged p r i o r to A p r i l , 1999.

Discussion h e l d on i n s t a l l i n g fi r e p r o t e c t i o n and s e c u r i t y a l a r m s in F i t t r o Shop & Schoolhouse.
Ac t ion to be t a k e n at t h e October meet ing.

Don Burrows and Dan K i n g have v o l u n t e e r e d t o k e e p t h e new acreage mowed f o r balance o f y e a r .
B i l l Rose i n s t a l l e d new answering machine i n l i b r a r y : Don Croop w i l l monitor c a l l s .
Don Burrows announced t h a t t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g r o o f needs a t t e n t i o n . N o a c t i o n t a k e n .
Motion made by Don Croop , seconded by Don B u r r o w s , t h a t Judy K ing be author ized to ob ta in

Bonding f o r t h e Tr e a s u r e r and t h e P r e s i d e n t , a l s o l i a b i l i t y insurance f o r a l l o f fi c e r s and .
d i r ec to r s . Coverage to be prov ided by J e f f B a k e r , Seaway I n s u r a n c e , @-approximately $1200. Mot ion
unanimously approved,

Mot ion made by Wanda B u r r o w s , seconded by M i l e s L innabery, t h a t S a l l y and D a r r e l l Smith be
authorized to spend up to $300 f o r expenses r e l a t e d to t h i s y e a r ' s Ha l loween P a r t y scheduled f o r
Sunday, O c t o b e r 25 th . Mot ion unanimously approved .

Motion made b y Don Bur rows , seconded b y Mar i l yn A l l g e i e r , t h a t Ann Marie and Miles Linnabery
a t t e n d two g r a n t - w r i t i n g workshops a t N.C.C.C. o n O c t . 21s t and O c t . 28 th a t a c o s t o f $60.
Motion unanimously approved. * * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

P l e a s e welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: Joanne Ruch o f B u f f a l o , NY; Ca ro l yn Pack o f Wi lson;
and Jenn i fe r Ta t a o f Wilson. .* * * * * * * * * *
DON'T FORGET...

To wind down y o u r summer at t h e E x l e y Methodist Flew Market on Labor D a y. . . a n d j o i n the spooks
and gob l i ns a t t h e museum f o r t h e b i g costume p a r t y on Ho l loween .* * * * * * * * * *
QUIPS: Once you j e t s t a r t e d do ing no th ing i t ' s ha rd t o q u i t .
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MUSEUM ATTENDANTS:

Museum at tendents on Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4PM as submitted by V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w, C h r n . ,
w i l l s e r v e a s f o l l o w s : S e p t . 6 t h , G a r y and P a t r i c i a F i t c h , Donna F r i t t o n . G a r y w i l l open:
S e p t . 1 3 t h , L o i s Jennings, Tim C r a n k , Marie M i l l e r . Dan K ing w i l l open: S e p t . 2 0 t h , Ed Webster,
Mary We b s t e r, and Marge C r a i g . Open, L u c i l l e U p t o n ; S e p t . 2 7 t h , W a l t e r and Jamie Moxham,Ol l ie
and H e l e n C l a r . O l l i e w i l l open: O c t . 4 t h , B i l l R o s e , Judy R o s e , and Marion Campbel l . Open B i l )* * * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM:

Mi les L innabery, Chrm. , has announced t h a t W i l bu r Dunn o f Newfane w i l l be gues t speaker a t
t h e r e g u l a r meet ing on September 2 8 t h , 7 :30 PM at Museum. H i s t o p i c w i l l be on t h e NY 8 t h Heavy
A r t i l l e r y . Approximately 53 men f r o m Wi lson s e r v e d in t h e 8 t h .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Lena T a t e , an H o n o r a r y member, d i e d J u l y 2 2 , 1998, at I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane. She
i s survived b y a d a u g h t e r , L inda o f R a n s o m v i l l e ; a b r o t h e r , Joseph (Carmel la) Ciambrone) o f
Niagara F a l l s , NY; and a s i s t e r , Mary Ta t e of P h e l p s , N Y. Lena and h e r husband, F r a n c i s , used
to r u n t h e o l d "Gem Thea te r " on Young S t r e e t f o r many y e a r s .

A Mass o f C h r i s t i a n b u r i a l was c e l e b r a t e d a t O u r Lady o f t h e R o s a r y R . C . Church i n W i l s o n ,
w i t h R e v. John J . L e i s i n g o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n Greenwood C e m e t e r y, Wilson.

* * * * * *& * k * *
A l f r e d S t e v e n s , 82 , d ied A u g u s t 11 , 1998 a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . He was b o r n in Ransonmville,

t h e son o f Emerson and E d i t h Freeman S t e v e n s .
Al s e r v e d in t h e U . S . Army d u r i n g Wor ld War II as a S t a f f S g t . , and l a t e r was employed as a

superv isor at Harr isons f o r 26 y e a r s . He was a P a s t Pres ident of Har r i son ' s G-9 C l u b .
H e was t h e husband o f t h e l a t e Mary (Forsey) S tevens o f L o c k p o r t ; and i s survived b y two

sons , James (Karen) S tevens o f M idd lepo r t ; Robe r t (Bonnie) Stevens o f L o c k p o r t ; a daugh te r,
Cynthia (Thomas) S w i f t of L o c k p o r t ; a n d a s i s t e r , R u t h (Richard) Kramer of Ransomville.

Serv ices were h e l d a t t h e Prudden and Kandt F u n e r a l Home i n L o c k p o r t , and b u r i a l was i n t h e
Acadia P a r k Cemetery a t P e n d l e t o n , NY.* * * * * * * * * *
A SPECIAL THANK YOU:

We thank Donald and L o r e t t a Jackson of S e a t t l e Washington f o r t h e i r generous $100 g i f t in
b e n e fi t of t h e o l d R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse.* * * * * * * * * *
LABOR DAY FLEA MARKET:

The Labor Day F l e a Market which is sponsored by the E x l e y United Methodist Church, w i l l be
he ld on the Wilson Museum grounds, September 7, 1998, s t a r t i n g at 5:00AM. A $15 set -up f e e
w i l l be charged to a l l vendors.

Sh i r l ey and Micky Hunter w i l l coordinate the event which w i l l f e a t u r e a Chicken Bar-B-Que;
Hot Dogs; Homemade P i e s ; Popcorn; and Coffee and Donuts .

The Wilson H i s t . Soc. may open some b u i l d i n g s dur ing the e v e n t , and w i l l a l s o serve Co t ton
Candy and Funnel Cakes. * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

In May, 1974, t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc . h e l d i t s fi r s t q u i l t drawing which was won by M r s . Marion
Robinson of N o r t h R idge . The b e a u t i f u l "Northwind" spread had been pieced t o g e t h e r in t h e e a r l y
1800's by M r s . H a r r i e t Ames, g-g-grandmother of Doro thy T h i l k , one of t h e founders of t h e Wilson
H i s t . S o c i e t y. The a c t u a l q u i l t i n g was done in t h e museum under t h e c a r e f u l supervis ion of
F l o r e n c e S c h u l t z a n d B e t t y S t i m s o n , and some o f t h e o t h e r who worked o n i t were: Anna Mae Nevins
Joseph H igg ins , and B e r y l To v e l l .

M r s . Robinson gave t h e q u i l t t o h e r d a u g h t e r, Ann McChesney who l i v e d i n New J e r s e y. When
Ann passed away r e c e n t l y she l e f t n o d a u g h t e r s , s o h e r husband t h o u g h t i t would b e n i ce t o r e ‑
t u r n t h e q u i l t to t h e Wilson Museum.

Pat r ic ia Wilson Wr igh t of Youngstown has presented a m a t t e d , f ramed p i c t u r e of t h e Randa l l
Road Schoolhouse as it appeared in 1898. H e r f a t h e r , F l o y d Wi lson, is seen in t h e photo
s tand ing w i t h o t h e r s tuden ts by a b i c y c l e i n t h e r i g h t f r o n t r ow. The p i c t u r e now hangs on t h e
w a l l in t h e schoolhouse a l o n g w i t h o t h e r schoolhouse memorabilia.

E s t a t e of L a u r a C l a r k v i a . Brad C l a r k : 1948 Framed Calendar/Thermometer f r o m t h e Mait land
P. Smith C l o t h i n g s t o r e ; 1949 copy o f "Wi lson D i a l " ; New Yo r k C a n a l s , 1960; 1954 L o c k p o r t
D i r e c t o r y l :America's A r t s & S k i l l s " ; 7 books and magazines o n "Boa t ing" ; and Cookbook.

Donna K u r i a l : Golde F l o r a l Autograph Album; " Ivanhoe" B o o k ; Webster (Unab) D i c t i o n a r y ;
I t e m s be longed to M i ld red Putnam Hamilton and came f r o m 3384 W. L a k e R d . , Wi lson.

N e a l Wixon, B u f f a l o : One M c G u f f e y 5 t h Grade Reader f o r Schoolhouse.
S h i r l e y Linnenbank:. 10 E x c e l l e n t Photos t a k e n at 1998 Memorial Day F a i r .
Z i l p h a P e t t y : L a r g e 13 s t a r Co lon ia l F l a g ; 3 l a r g e , Med. and s m a l l 48 S t a r American F l a g s .
Jean Weaver: A s s o r t m e n t o f S h e e t Mus ic .
M i l e s Linnabery: 4 Photos o f B a t t e r y M . Monument a t G e t t y s b u r g , a l s o F l a g .
Donna S p r o s t o n , I l l i n o i s : Autobiography i n c l u d i n g some by L . N . Wi lson of Ness CityKansas.

L . N . Wilson i s a g r e a t - g r e a t grandson o f Reuben Wilson a f t e r whom Town i s named.
Rober t Yo u n g , P e n n . : Framed C e r t i fi c a t e o f B a t t e r y M P e r s o n e l l , Youngs a n c e s t e r , S g t . Rems.
Wilson C e n t r a l School : 1997 and 1998 Wilson C r e s t s .
W.R. R e e s e , V a . : Update o f t h e Onderdonk Fami ly G e n e a l o g y.
Bobbi S i k o s k i , Youngstown: 6 Childrens " P i c t u r e P u z z l e B o o k s " - - e x c e l l e n t .
E l e a n o r Canfie ld : Two Menus. * * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS:
Home i s a p l a c e o u r f e e t may l e a v e , b u t n o t o u r h e a r t s .* * * * * * * * * *
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LOOM IS ONE OF A KIND:
The Donner Loom, which is on e x h i b i t in t h e museum's Schnoor Room, h a s a l o n g and interest-‑

i n g h i s t o r y . I t was b u i l t b y H e n r y Donner i n 1895 f r o m a s i n g l e oak l o g f r o m which h e hewed
and fi t t e d t h e p a r t s necessary to p u t it t o g e t h e r . ;

He was b o r n in Wolcot tsv i l le in 1868, and in 1892 marr ied Louise Schu l tz .He was 27 when
he b u i l t t h e l o o m and s t i l l l i v i n g in Wolcot tsv i l le . H i s w i f e , L o u i s e , learned to weave f r o m
h e r m o t h e r , Wilhelmine S c h u l t z , and it was because of h e r i n t e r e s t and knowledge t h a t gave
Henry t h e i n s p i r a t i o n t o b u i l d t h e l o o m .

In 1899, t h e Donners moved to Wilson and s e t t l e d on a 50 a c r e f a r m at 3717 Daniels Road.
They b rough t t h e loom w i t h them a n d , when t h e y wanted to weave ca rpe t s , would s e t t h e loom up
in t h e i r bedroom. When fi n i s h e d , t h e l o o m was dismantled and s to red u n t i l more carpe ts were
needed.

In 1910, H e n r y b u i l t a new b a r n where he s e t t h e l o o m up permanent ly on t h e 2nd fl o o r . He re
t h e l o o m cou ld be used anytime.

In 1956, Wi l l iam Donner bought t he f a r m f r o m h i s parents, and he and h i s w i f e , Edna, con ‑
t inued to operate the loom and t a k e orders f o r s m a l l r u g s . Since they were too busy in the
summer to fi l l a l l o r d e r s , he turned h i s p i g pen i n t o a weaving room; ins ta l led a wood-burning
s t o v e ; operated the loom a l l w in te r l o n g .

In 1972, William Donner and h i s fami ly l e f t Wilson and moved to B i g Tree Road south of
James town , NY. They t o o k t h e loom w i t h them:and continued to use i t u n t i l 1977 when he died.

The loom was then acquired by Wil l iam's s o n , M e l v i n , who stored i t in Jamestown u n t i l 1984
when he decided to donate it to t h e Wilson Myseum.

It was brought to the museum by Henry Donner and h i s nephew Ed Whitcop, and it arr ived w i t h
many o f the p a r t s i n b a s k e t s . A r t SChnoor, Don Croop, and t h e l a t e Winnie F i s c h e r , were a b l e
to fi g u r e o u t how to assemble the l o o m , and Winnie was ab le to operate i t .

From t h e n o n , when the h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty h e l d i t Memorial Day F a i r , M r s . Fischer demonstra‑
t e d how t h e l o o m worked. L a t e r , she s e t - u p h e r own s m a l l e r l o o m beside t h e Donner Loom and
would then show youngsters how to opera te i t , under h e r guidance.

The Donner Loom is s t i l l a "one-of-a-kind" a t t r a c t i o n at t h e Wilson Museum, and a number of
t h e r u g s t h a t were woven on i t a r e d isp layed n e a r b y.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP NOTE:

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y h a s been a b l e t o expand and grow because o f t h e l o y a l suppor t
of i t s members. As you k n o w , a l l annua l memberships e x p i r e on December 31 , 1998. We thank a l l
members f o r t h e i r p a s t suppor t , and s i n c e r e l y hope you w i l l continue t h a t suppor t .

Payment o f dues is v e r y impor tan t because i t h e l p s your s o c i e t y meet i t s operat ing budge t
wh ich inc ludes u t i l i t i e s , ma in tenance , and pub l i ca t ion o f t h e month ly News le t t e r.

We s t a r t t h e renewa l program e a r l y to t r y and l i g h t e n t h e l o a d of o u r membership cha i rmen,
Sandy and K a r a Holden. Up-dat ing t h e fi l e s , making up new membership c a r d s , m a i l i n g o u t mem‑
b e r s h i p c a r d s , changing addresses and making u p t a b s f o r m a i l i n g n e w s l e t t e r s a s w e l l a s
a t t a c h i n g them t o n e w s l e t t e r s , r e a l l y invo lves considerable time--and w e thank t h e Holdens.

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y c a n o n l y b e a s s t r o n g a s i t s members want i t t o h e .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Rex E. S t a c y , 96 , f o r m e r Wilson Businessman, d i e d Augus t 22, 1998 at H u s t o n , Te x a s a f t e r
a s h o r t i l l n e s s . H e was owner o f t h e f o r m e r Rex E . S t a c y C o a l and Feed Business i n Wilson f o r
over 50 yea rs .

He was a 72 year member and p a s t master of Ontar io Lodge 376, F&AM of Wilson}; : l s t B a p t i s t
Church of Wi lson ; L ions C l u b ; and Ames Chapter o f R o y a l A r c h Masons. He a l s o was a found ing
member of t h e Board of Tr u s t e e s of I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane.

He was pre-deceased by h i s wife, W i n i f r e d , in 1994, and is survived by a daugh te r, Pa t r i c ia
S . Har r ing ton o f Spr ing , Te x a s ; a l s o a b r o t h e r Sumner o f M i n e o l a , Te x a s ; a s i s t e r , P e a r l R o y a l ,
of S e a l Beach , CA; a grandsonand t h r e e g r e a t grandchildren.

Services were h e l d at t h e Hamilton & C l a r k Funera l Chapel in Wilson and b u r i a l was in
Greenwood Cemete ry, W i l s o n , w i t h R e v. J e f f r e y Durham o f fi c i a t i n g .

* * * x. * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS :
I f you f e e l l o w , d o n ' t d i s p a i r . The sun a l s o h a s a s i n k i n g s p e l l e v e r y n i g h t , but 1 t comes

back up in t h e morning. * * * * * * * * * *
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READER CORRESPONDENCE:

A recen t i tem in t h e News le t te r about t h e Singer f a m i l y , brought an in te res t i ng response
f r o m Ms. Ernestine Walpo le , fo rmer Wi lson i te , who now res ides in Richmond, V i r g i n i a .

"Ernie" r e c a l l s t h a t h e r f a t h e r , Frank D i e t r i c k , Managed t h e Roland Singer farms f r o m 1917
to 1927. She remembers t h a t t h e r e were s e v e r a l f r u i t o r c h a r d s , and t h a t they had 2 l i v e - i n
h i r e d hands who worked f u l l t ime .

Dur ing t h e Harves t Season h e r f a t h e r used to h i r e t h e hobos who camped a l o n g t h e "Hojack"
ra i l road- -o ffic ia l l y known as t h e "Rome, Water town, and Ogdensburg L ine . "

She r e c a l l e d t h a t she spen t many hours across t h e s t r e e t w i t h M r s . S i n g e r, H e l e n , and t h e
h i r e d g i r l in t h e b i g b r i c k Singer house. The term "maid" w a s n ' t used in r u r a l areas at t h a t
t ime so t h e h i red g i r l was E l s i e Schaal. E l s i e l a t e r became M r s . E a r l Car r igan, and s t i l l l a t e r
E l s i e and E r n i e ' s mother became c l o s e f r i e n d s .

Ernestine was i n t r i g u e d by a b u t t o n under the d i n i n g room t a b l e t h a t M r s . Singer would touch
w i t h h e r f o o t . This r a n g a b e l l i n t h e k i t chen to summon t h e "maid".

In more r e c e n t yea rs , t h e S inger f a r m became t h e home of N e t t i e and C l a r k Stimson, who made
t h e barns i n t o a "Coun t ry Barn Shop" . "E rn ie " saidcshe was g r a t e f u l to N e t t i e who was k i n d
enough to t a k e h e r through t h e house so she c o u l d reminisce.

R e f e r r i n g t o another i t e m about t h e Donner f a m i l y , E r n i e r e c a l l e d t h a t F lo rence Donner used
to be h e r Sunday School teacher a t E x l e y Method is t Church.* * * * * * * * * *

L e s t e r C l a r k of Hayward, C A . , r e c a l l e d some of h i s e a r l y days in Wilson when t h e Water
F i l t r a t i o n P l a n t was o n r o u t e 1 8 j u s t e a s t o f Lake S t r e e t .

Seymour E r i o n worked f o r t h e v i l l a g e wa te r department and p a r t of h i s dut ies were to oversee
t h e fi l t r a t i o n p l a n t which had a grav i t y -opera ted fi l t r a t i o n system. .

Lake water was pumped i n t o a sand fi l t e r bed where mos t of t h e so l i ds were removed and
ch lo r ine was added. Les remembers t h a t he and o t h e r s used to r e p l a c e t h e 2 inches of sand t h a t
was used t o renew t h e fi l t e r .

He a l s o sa id t h a t Seymour had a Model-T F o r d w i t h a 3x4 f o o t box on back where he carr ied
h i s shovels and t o o l s . He sa id t h e c a r made a l o t of n o i s e , gave o f f a l o t of fumes, and
sounded l i k e i t had a 4 c y l i n d e r " s k i p " eng ine i n i t .

Seymour Ereon was a p o p u l a r s t a r on t h e b a l l diamond and p layed in many games at t h e o l d
Lake I s l a n d P a r k b a l l diamond. H i s w i f e , I d a , who surv ived him,lived to be 110 years o l d .* * * * * * * * * *

A c o u p l e readers o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r have asked i f t h e Donner f a m i l y o f Wilson was r e l a t e d t o
t h e h i s t o r i c "Donner Pass" f a m i l y.

Wewere in t r igued by the same quest ion , and r e c a l l asking Henry Donner t h a t same quest ion.
M r. Donner said t h a t the Donners o f Wilson and t h e Donner Pass fami ly were indeed r e l a t e d , bu t
h e wasn' t q u i t e sure how. H e said h e would l e t u s know when h e fi g u r e d i t o u t , b u t h e died
a shor t time l a t e r so cou ld never confirm i t .* * * * * * * * * *

BernieKemp of Wilson revealed an interesting highlight to t h e h i s t o r y of t h e Wilson F i r e
Company's " I r o n Fireman" when he -noted that he was asked to p a i n t t h e s ta tue in 1958 when the
v i l l a g e celebrated i t s Centennial. Now, 40 years l a t e r , he has again painted the " I r o n Fireman"
in ce lebrat ion of the F i r e Company's 75th Anniversary.

During those f o r t y years, Bernie touched up t h e s ta tue whenever he f e l t it was necessary, and
r e c a l l s t h a t when the s ta tue was moved to i t s p resen t l oca t i on , the fi r e company had i t sand‑
b l a s t e d and sprayed w i t h r u s t p r o o fi n g - - t h u s making i t necessary f o r him t o r e - p a i n t t h e
s t a t u e f r o m s c r a t c h .

" A f t e r 40 years of in t imate c o n t a c t " w i t h t h e i r o n s t a t u e , Bernie f e e l s he knows every square
i n c h of i t , and wonders how many p e o p l e r e a l i z e © t h a t t h e " i r o n fireman's" boots appear to
be on t h e wrong f e e t . .

M r . Kemp, a we l l - known member o f t h e Wilson Community has served a s a n a r t i n s t r u c t o r ,
d i r e c t o r o f guidance, and board member o f t h e Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l D i s t r i c t f o r o v e r 3 0 y r s . ,
and a l s o served 8 years on t h e v i l l a g e Planning Board and 10 yea rs as v i l l a g e t r u s t e e . He was
a l s o a t rus tee of t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc. f r o m 1973 t h r o u g h 1977, and sketches drawn by him a r e
used o n t h e society 's i e t t e r h e a d s , n o t e pads , ceramics, and pos t ca rds . H e and h i s w i f e , Nancy,
have been s tanch suppor te rs o f t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c . s ince 1972. The 1962 Va u x h a l l i n t h e c a r
museum was donated by Nancy in September, 1981.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:

Wanda E. Bur rows , Town C l e r k , and Nancy Schaa l Simons, Town Counci l member, r e c e n t l y p r e ‑
sented a $3,000 donation f r o m t h i s y e a r ' s Sa lmon a n d Fun Runs to t h e Wilson and Ransomville
F r e e L ib ra r ies . Accept ing t h e check f o r t h e Ransomvi l le L i b r a r y, was Wi l l i am McLaughl in, P r e s . ,
and Kathleen V o l t z , Vice-Pres. , accepted t h e check f o r t h e Wilson L i b r a r y.

. * * * * * * * * * *

CEMETERY WREATHS AVAILABLE:
The Greenwood Cemetery Adv isory Board is o f f e r i n g f r e s h l y made Doug las F i r Christmas w r e a t h s ,

approximately 24 inches in s i z e , w i t h r e d bows and sturdy stands to be p l a c e d in Greenwood
Cemetery t h i s Hol iday Season. The committee w i l l p l a c e t h e rea ths in e a r l y December, and r e ‑
move them in t h e Spr ing .

The t o t a l cos t o f t h e serv ice i s ;&@5, and o rde rs must b e p laced and payment r e c e i v e dn o l a t e r
than Tueday, Nov. 24 , 1998. F o r more in fo rmat ion c a l l t h e Town C l e r k ' s o f fi c e . 751-6704

Please include on you r o r d e r t h e name of t h e p e r s o n or f a m i l y where each wreath is to be p u t .
Make checks payable to t h e Town of Wi lson, and address t h e o r d e r to 375 Lake S t r e e t , POBox 537
Wilson, NY 14172-0537. No o r d e r s or payments w i l l be accepted a f t e r N o v. 24 , 1998.

Members of t h e Greenwood Cemetery Advisory Board a r e : Barbara Mosher, Donna F r i t t o n , Don L u f f ,
Rena Rohring, Diane Z a b e l , K e v en Buczkowski, Donald H e l d , and Mar lene M a r t i n .* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOI: The sec re t o f g e t t i n g ahead i s g e t t i n g s t a r t e d .
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Wewish to c o r r e c t an e r r o r in t h e l a s t N e w s l e t t e r under acquis i t ions, wherein we r e f e r r e d
t o P a t r i c i a Wilson Rice a s P a t r i c i a Wilson Wright . Since w e t r y t o reco rd names c o r r e c t l y
i n t h e N e w s l e t t e r , w e a r e t r u l y s o r r y f o r t h e o v e r s i g h t , and apologize t o M r s . Rice f o r i t .

As you may r e c a l l , P a t r i c i a Wilson Rice of Youngstown donated a m a t t e d , framed p i c t u r e of
t h e Randal l Road Schoolhouse as it appeared in 1899. H e r f a t h e r , O. F l oyd W i l s o n , is seen in
t h e p i c t u r e s i t t i n g on a b i c y c l e in t h e f r o n t r i g h t r o w. The Photograph is now on d i sp lay
on t h e schoolhouse w a l l a l o n g w i t h o t h e r framed p i c t u r e s and p l a q u e s .

N e t t i e Stimson of Lewiston has donated 7 Books f o r t h e Car Museum: "GM-75 Ye a r s of T r a n s ‑
p o r t a t i o n " , "Ford Road" , “ H e n r y ' sWonderful M o d e l - T " , "1895-1930 A u t o s " , "100 Years o n t h e
R o a d : , C o r v e t t e S p o r t c a s t " , and " S p o r t s C a r s . " ; a l s o , 2Pointer S t i c ks and 1 Ba ton f o r t he
Schoo lhouse ; 1973 Steam and E l e c t r i c Ra i l road C a l e n d a r ; and M e t a l Rooseve l t Beach Ar row S ign .

Anonymous: 18 Workbooks f o r Schoolhouse t h a t be longed to Emma L a u x f r o m t h e N. Tonawanda
Schoo ls .

Wanda Bur rows : Teacher ' s Desk donated in memory o f h e r chi ldhood f r i e n d , Joan Shor t z Walrod.
P a t r i c i a Wilson R i c e , Youngstown,NY: 1 c h i l d ' s desk f o r Randal l Road Schoolhouse. Donated

i n memory o f h e r f a t h e r , O . F l o y d Wi lson.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Motion was made by Mi les L innabery, seconded by Micky H u n t e r to spend $600 to have t h e
Cad i j l ac Convert ib le overhauled. Unanimously approved. The Cadillac is one of t h e s o c i e t y ' s
most v a l u a b l e c a r s and l i c e n s e d t o opera te .

Motion made by Don Croop , seconded by Doro thy M a x fi e l d & dpproved.to purchase cedar s i d i n g
and p a i n t to recond i t i on Caboose. D a r r e l l Smi th , Don B u r r o w s , and P a u l Holden a r e in charge
o f t h e j o b and w i l l ove r see t h e p r o j e c t as soon as poss ib le .

S a l l y Smi th , Ways & M e a n s , r e p o r t e d t h a t i n s p i t e o f a bad s to rm and power outage o n Labor
Day, t h e s o c i e t y was a b l e to c l e a r o v e r $300 on t h e f u n n e l cake concession.* * * * * * * * * *
OCTOBER CALENDAR:

October 1 4 t h : Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing a t museum, 7:30 PM.
October 26th : Mon th l y program meet ing, 7 :30 Pm. at museum. Wanda Burrows w i l l g i ve a p r o ‑

gram on t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse.
October ; 2 5 t h : H o l l o w e e n Costume P a r t y a t museum. 6Pm. Spomsored b y H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty.* * * * * * * * * *

MEMBER IN THE NEWS:
Nancy Schaal Simmons has announced t h a t she is a candidate f o r t he Wilson Town Board in the

-upcoming e lec t ion . . A Republican, Nancy c u r r e n t l y ho lds the pos i t i on having been appointed to
fi l l the unexpired term of George Be rge r l a s t A p r i l .

She is the daughter of the l a t e Elizabeth Schaal who served on the Town Board f o r 18 years.
Nancy is a nat ive of Wilson and 1979 graduate of the Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l ; attended the Texas
Lutheran C o l l e g e ; and received h e r BS degree at SUNY at Geneseo.

The Simmons fam i l y resides ab the i r Cambria/Wilson Road home and at tend t h e S t . P a u l ' s
Lutheran Church in Wilson where Nancy serves on t h e church counci l .

. * * * * * * * * * *
QUIPS:

I f every th ing is coming your way, y o u ' r e p r o b a b l y in t h e wrong l a n e .a eeee 7

w i n E e e e o n s s s a s s a e s e s e e e e s s e e s n e s s s s s s a s s e s s s s s e s s s s s s s s s a s s s s s s s e s s em e m o m s c s s e e s i s t :

PO9G +s a n e s n e e sMEMBERSHIP APPLICATION. . . . . . . - - +1999

NAMB o c w e e n e e n s 0 6 6 2 5 8 0 4 K O R E e M G E O e e n o s e w e e E E e e e s s e s e .

ADDRESS. o c c c c c c c c c c c c c e c e c r c c e e e n c c c c c c c e c c e e e e c e s e s e e n s PHONE # ( ) ‑

BOX # . . . . . . . . CITY... s e e seeeeeee STATE. s 5 s s a s s Z IP C O D E . . . . . . . . c ee e e e e

T [ ] PLEASE CHECK BOX IF ADDRESS/NAME HAS RECENTLY CHANGED

PLEASE INDICATE PREVIOUS LAST NAME, IF APPLICABLE

JUNIOR (UNDER 18) $1.00 EACH COUPLE $8.00
NAME AGE SINGLE $5.00
NAME AGE L IFE $150.00
NAME AGE _ L I F E (Couple) $250.00

. HONORARY MEMBER (85+) FREE

BUILDING FUND DONATION $____ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
* * * * * * * 6 * * x * * * * * * * * *

APPLICATIONS AND MONIES ARE DUE BY JANUARY 1ST.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, .AND RETURN TO:
SANDY HOLDEN PO BOX 319 WILSON, NY 14172
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MUSEUM ATTENDANTS:

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w, hos tess Chrm. , has submitted t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t o f members who have
agreed t o se rve a s h o s t s & hostesses Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2 t o 4 P M a t t h e museum:

O c t . 4 t h : Marion Campbell and B i l l and Judy Rose. Openmuseum, B i l l Rose.
O c t . l l t h : Maureen B r y e r and Richard and Jeanne Schmidle. Open museum, Richard Schmidle.
O c t . 18 th : Lor ra ine Brady and J a c k and Dorothy Maxfie ld . Open Museum, Dorothy Maxfie ld .
O c t . 25 th : Lo is Barnum and H a r o l d and Neva Benedict . Open MUseum, L o i s Barnum.
N o v. l s t : John and Jane Demmin, F l oyd and Mary C l a r k , Open Museum, F l o y d C l a r k .* * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
M a r g o r y F. Lede rhouse , 78 , a r e t i r e d schoo l t e a c h e r , d i e d S e p t . 5 , 1998 a t Mount S t . M a r y ' s

H o s p i t a l , Lew is ton , a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . A l i f e l o n g res iden t o f t h e town o f P o r t e r , she gradu ‑
a t e d f r o m Wilson H i g h School and earned h e r B . S . a t SUNY B r o c k p o r t . She t a u g h t 5 y r s . i n a
Ransomville r u r a l s c h o o l , and was a fi r s t g rade teacher at Stevenson E lementa ry School f o r 20
y e a r s . She was fi n a n c i a l t r e a s u r e r f o r t h e F i l l m o r e Chapel UMC and received a NYS l e g i s l a t u r e
Achievement Award in 1988 f o r h e r outs tand ing e f f o r t of i n s p i r i n g t h e l i v e s of Senior C i t i zens .

Member of Ransomville and Newfane Golden Age C l u b ; Order of t h e E a s t e r n S t a r , C h p t . 374;
NYS Téachers Associat ion and Retireees Bow l i ng League at Townline B o w l , Wi lson. In 1974 she
was e l e c t e d Sunday Hos tess Chrm. of t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c . , and served in t h a t capaci ty 3 y r s .

She is surv ived by h e r husband, George Lederhouse of Ransomville w i t h whom she celebrated
57 years o f marr iage. She i s a l s o surv ived by two daugh te rs , C a r o l (W i l l i am) G a i l l a r d o f
Hoosick F a l l s ; Ka ren (Thomas) U p t o n o f N o r f o l k , V a . , a s t e p - b r o t h e r, H.Edgar Fenner o f New
C a s t l e , P a . , and fi v e grandchi ldren and 2 g r e a t grandchi ldren.

Serv ices were h e l d at t h e F i l lmore Chapel U . M . C . , and b u r i a l was in N o r t h Ridge Cemetery w i t h
Rev. Jacob Denny o f fi c i a t i n g . * * * * * * * * * *

MEMBERSHIP NEWS:
P l e a s e welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: G a i l Bu rgen o f Yo r k , P a . , daughter o f H e l e n and

Tom Rodgers of Wi l son ; a l s o Jean Hayes of E a s t Wi lson.
B e s t wishes to Elwood and Dorothy S c h u l t z of Dorwood P a r k , Ransomvi l le , who celebrated t h e i r

6 9 t h Wedding Anniversary in September.
* * * * * * * * xk $8

HOLIDAYS ARE APPROACHING:
J u s t a rem inder t h a t the Ways & Means Comm. has a few items in the museum t h a t would make

g r e a t Christmas g i f t s . One of the n i c e s t , perhaps, is the Wilson Afghan which f e a t u r e s t h e 1818
S e a l o f the Town o f Wi l son ; app le t r e e s ; s a i l boa t on Lake Onta r i o ; t he v i l l a g e park Gazebo;
Luther Wilson House; Wilson Cen t ra l S c h o o l , and the Wilson Vo l . F i r e Co. and the " I r o n Fireman.

The supp ly of afghans is g e t t i n g l o w so if you haven ' t a l ready purchased one, we'd suggest
you do so b e f o r e they are a l l gone--no more w i l l be avai lab le. They come in 3 c o l o r s , Navy,
f e c l i n d Rose and are a r e a l bargain at $30 each. You may e i t h e r p i c k one up Sunday
a f te rnoons a t the museum or c a l l o r w r i t e S a l l y Smi th , : 4559 Chestnut R d . , Wi lson, NY 14172;
Phone 716-751-0102. Wilson Sketchbook I, Cookbook; Caps, T- S h i r t s , and a var iue ty of sma l l
book le ts are a l s o available.

te * * * 4% rane wv

SUPPORT ENUW: ;
The 1998 E a s t e r n Niagara Uni ted Way Campaign is underway. "L ives change when a Community

C a r e s . " S u p p o r t ENUW. * * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:

No cowboy was e v e r f a s t e r on t h e draw t h a n a grandmother p u l l i n g baby p i c tu res f r o m h e r pu rse .* * * * * * * * * *
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LEGACY OF SERVICE:
The l a t e M r s . Floyd (Hazel) S a l i s b u r y o f E a s t L a k e Road, Wi lson , spent most o f h e r l i f e

in community s e r v i c e , and t h a t commitment was recognized at a p u b l i c d inner h e l d at t h e W i l ‑
son House Res tauran t on October 1 6 , 1961.

An o f fi c i a l proclomation signed by Mayor R o b e r t H o r t o n was presen ted to h e r by Mi ldred
Croop , P r e s . o f t h e Wi lsonian Business & Pro fess iona l Womens' C l u b , and S e n a t o r E a r l W.
Brydges o f Wilson was t h e g u e s t s p e a k e r.

M r s . Sa l i sbury graduated f r o m t h e Wilson H i g h Schoo l in 1922, and obtained h e r t e a c h e r ' s
c e r t i fi c a t e f r o m t h e Midd lepor t Tr a i n i n g C l a s s and t a u g h t i n s e v e r a l schools i nc l ud ing t h e
Daniels Road and Randa l l Road schoolhouses.

She was a member of E x l e y Methodis t Church; t h e C i v i c C l u b ; E l b e r t a Mothers ' C lub t h e
De lph i c C i r c l e ; and Wi lson Chap te r No . 268 Orde r o f E a s t e r n S t a r . She a l s o headed up t h e
r u r a l d r i v e f o r t h e new Inter-Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane and served aschairman of t h e
A u x i l l a r y f r o m W i l g o n .

In 1959-60, she was President of t h e Wilson C e n t r a l School Community Ambassador Pro ject ,
and entertained s e v e r a l "ambassa dors " in h e r own home. She a l s o helped work t h e i r 70 acre
farm with husband, F loyd; and daughter, Diane. .

During the p a s t s e v e r a l years she became involved in the p ro jec t to move the Randal l Road
Schoolhouse to the museum grounds, and s h o r t l y before h e r demise wrote t h e fo l l ow ing item
about h e r “Randall Road School Memories":

"I came to teach at the Randal l Road S c h o o l , D i s t . N o . 8, in September, 1929. I was de ‑
l i g h t e d when I saw the b e a u t i f u l b i g playground,(over an acre) w i t h a l o v e l y white house
s i t t i n g w e l l back in the ya rd , Four teen beau t i f u l spruce trees across the f r o n t and a long
each side made t h e p i c t u re comple te . They n o t o n l y added beauty to the scene, bu t p ro tec ‑
t i o n from s u n , w ind , and storm throughout t h e changing seasons of t h e year.

‘The schoolhouse was l o v e l y , w i t h l a r g e windows on each s i d e , s l a t e b lackboards across
t h e f r o n t , and a huge s tove a t t h e back o f t h e room.

' I r a n g t h e b e l l and t h e boys and g i r l s came h u r r y i n g in to see t h e new teache r -nea r l y
f o r t y o f them. From t h e t a l l 8 t h g r a d e r s to t h e l i t t l e , anxious beg inners , they a l l a n ‑
swered " p r e s e n t " a s I c a l l e d t h e r o l l - E t h e l , L e s , C l a y t o n , F r a n c e s , H a r o l d , G a r n e t t , G e r a l d ,
R u t h , R u s s e l l , B a r b a r a , J a n e t , W i l b u r , and many more. They smi led a t m e and I r e t u r n e d t h e i r
smi les. Our f r i e n d s h i p and l o v e had begun- -a f r i e n d s h i p and l o v e t h a t has endured f o r a l l
these many y e a r s . W e stud ied and l e a r n e d and worked and p l a y e d t o g e t h e r . L i f e was g o o d . . .
and f u n . Each day was g r e a t j u s t t o b e a l i v e and p a r t o f one b i g happy f a m i l y .

' I s t i l l h e a r t h e i r mer ry voices ac ross t h e yea rs as I t r a v e l back a l o n g Memory Lane to
those wonder fu l days o f y e s t e r - y e a r .

"Schoo l days , schoo l days
D e a r o l d Go lden R u l e days ,
Reading and ' r i t i n g and ; r i t h m a t i c , . . . . .
When w e were a c o u p l e o f k i d s . "

' I t a u g h t by t h e 5 R's--Reading, ' R i t i n g , 'R i t hma t i c , R i g h t and 'Rong. We f o l l o w e d t h e
Golden R u l e - - ( r e a l l y 6 R ' s )

‘We played many games- Pom Pom P u l l Away, Red L i g h t , Tag , Drop t h e Handerkerch ie f ,
and o f c o u r s e , B a s e b a l l .

‘We thought l i f e was w o n d e r f u l and i t w a s , u n t i l one spr ing day i n 1933. That! morning
was v e r y warm and rumble o f d i s t a n t thunder fi l l e d t h e a i r . About 10:30 t h e wind began t o
b l o w, t h e thunder becane l o u d e r - - t h e w o r l d became a s dark a s n i g h t . The power had gone o f f
and t h e l i g h n i n g was a l m o s t cont inuous. The g r e a t t r e e s b e n t in t h e wind and t h e r a i n and
h a i l f e l l i n t o r r e n t s .

'The c h i l d r e n were b a d l y f r i g h t e n e d and bgan t o c r y . I t o l d them t o come u p t o m y desk.
Soon they were on my l a p and at my f e e t . Even t h e o l d e r ones came t o o . Wea l l prayed to
God t o p r o t e c t u s and keep u s s a f e . F i n a l l y , t h e thunder and l i g h t e n i n g d ied away and t h e
darkness passed. The r a i n stopped and t h e s torm was o v e r .

' M r . S c h u l t z , t h e t r u s t e e , p u t o n r u b b e r b o o t s and ra incoat and came down t o see how w e
were do ing . The r o a d was b locked w i t h l imbs and many t r e e s were blown down, b u t we were a l l
s a f e . It was an experience we s h a l l neve r f o r g e t . We were grateful to t h e f o l k of o the r
days, who b u i l t o u r schoolhouse so s t r o n g and s t u r d y.

'Now i t i s moving t o a new home. I hope i t w i l l b e happy t h e r e - - b u t remember t h e happy
days of l o n g ago on t h e Randa l l Road’ (Submit ted by P a t r i c i a Wilson R i c e . )* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: To teach is to l e a r n tw ice .
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SKETCHBOOK ii IS AVAILABLE;

We a r e pleased to announce t h a t Wi lson Sketchbook II has been publ ished is now avai lab le at
$15 p e r copy at t h e Wilson Museum, t h e Wi lson Town H a l l , o r t h e n e w l y es tab l ished F l o r i s t & G i f t
Shop , The Garden G a t e , which is opera ted by S h e l l y Andrews at 257 Youny S t . , Wi lson, NY.The
a t t r a c t i v e new Shop f e a t u r e s Unusual F l o r a l Designs, and Unique G i f t s i n t h e G i f t Shop

You may a l s o have a copy s e n t t o you b y m a i l , b u t t h e r e i s a n a d d i t i o n a l charge o f $4.50 p e r
book t o cover t h e c o s t o f a ma i l e r and pos tage . F i r s t C l a s s Pos tage f o r qu ick d e l i v e r y.

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty Pub l i ca t i on was w r i t t e n by Don C r o o p , and cons i s t s o f 99
pages and 37 photographs devoted to t h e h i s t o r y of Wilson. In a d d i t i o n t h e r e is a 14 page
Cross I n d e x F i l e

The book is dedicated by i t s a u t h o r to t h e l a t e D r . John F. A r g u e and Superv isor Whitney
E. Barnum who fi g u r e d so prominent ly in t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n and establishment of t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i n t h e Town o f Wi lson.

Mos t of t h e photographs were prov ided and p repa red f o r p u b l i c a t i o n by C h a r l e s H o r t o n of
Wi lson, and we a l s o wish to thank Mary Sharon Murphy, g r a p h i c techn ic ian w i t h t h e N i a g . . Co.
Planning, Development and Tour ism Comm, at L o c k p o r t , and Wanda B u r r o w s , Wi lson Town C l e r k ,
f o r t h e i r v a l u a b l e assistance in g e t t i n g t h e book pub l i shed .

The e x c e l l e n t j o b o f t y p i n g u p t h e m a t e r i a l was done o n computer b y B e t h W a l d r o nO f witson
and Sara B e r r y d i d h e r u s u a l g r e a t j o b a s c o n s u l t a n t .

We a l s o wish to t h g m k "Becky" Baker H i l l of T i f f o n , O h i o , who compiled t h e c ross index fi l e .
"Becky" a l s o d id the I n d e x f o r Sketchbook I. " B e c k y " , a c h a r t e r L i f e member of t h e soc ie t y
j o i ned t h e Wilson Sc t i e r y in 1972, and graduated f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l Sc h o o l in 1966. She is
now L i b r a r i a n a t t h e P r e s . R u t h e r f o r d . B . HaYES L i b r a r y i n F r e m o n t , Ohio.

Christmas w i l l be h e r e soon---Sketchbook II would make a n i c e g i f t f o r t h a t " H a r d - t o = b u y - f o r "
t e l a t i v e o r f r i e n d o f y o u r f a m i l y

P l e a s e address y o u r m a i l o r d e r s to S a l l y S m i t h , Ways & Means Chrm, 4559 Chestnut Road,
Wi lson , NY 14172. P lease make a l l checks p a y a b l e to t h e Wilson His to r i ca l Soc ie ty.

I f you l i k e d Sketchbook I, y o u ' l l LOVE S k e t c k* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP NOTES:

Sandy Ho lden , Chrm. , r e p o r t s t h a t r e n e w a l s i n t h e S o c i e t y f o r 1999 a r e coming i n n i c e l y ,
and wishes to thank a l l f o r coopera t ing so w e l l . We a l s o have a f e w new members to r e p o r t
i nc lud ing E l e a n o r Har r ing ton of Wi lson,(courtesy of Edna Robinson); Richard and C a r o l K ing of
L o c k p o r t , NY; Wil l iam AND Pearline Burdet te o f M a r b l e t o n , Georgia; and J u l i e Smith o f Seven
Va l l eys , Pa. A l s o , j un io r members: Chelsea Smi th , daughter o f Mark and J u l i e Smith o f
Lockpor t , NY; and Adam and Stephanie G a s k i l l , c h i l d r en of Kevin and Col leen Gask i l l o f
Middleport, New York .

We would a l s o l i k e to r e p o r t a generaus.$500 donation f o r the Bu i ld ing Fund received f rom
Lee W. Bickford. of Niagara F a l l s , NY; a l s o many generous donations f rom t h e fo l low ing mem‑
bers : Bever ly Woolson of Wilson; James Haro ld of A r l i ng t o n , Va . ; Ernestine Walpole of
Ar l ing ton , V a . ; Ruth and John Zauner o f Wilson; Justice Robert & Ann Botzer o f Wilson;
Norm and Patr ic ia O'Brien of Wilson; Rachael F l a g l e r of Lockport,NY; D r . George and Susan
Cruickshank of Newfane, NY; Leah Bigalow of L o c k p o r t , NY; LaMont and Tu l l i a Ridley of
A lb i on , NY; J. Bruce Lederhouse of O r l e a n s , Ma; Bernice J. McLaughlin of Ransomville, NY; and
James and Marlene Schotz of Wilson. The Society is g r a t e f u l f o r your fi n e response.

kK kK *& A & HK KR K KR RK
SPEAKING OF CARS: .

The y e a r was 1928 and w e were 1 6 y e a r s o l d when w e had o u r fi r s t and l a s t r i d e i n a n
a i r coo led F rank l i n automobi le . Wer e c a l l t h a t i t was a smooth- r i d i n g . qu ie t - runn ing c a r ,
b u t a l t h o u g h i t o u t pe r fo rmed wate r coo led c a r s , a p p a r e n t l y w a s n ' t a b l e t o compete w i r h them.

F r a n k l i n ' s " l i t t l e six® a s m a l l 6 c y l i n d e r c a r , c o s t n o more t o r u n t h a n a 4 c y l i n d e r
water coo led c a r o f t h e same s i z e and power.

In f a c t , in economy t e s t s conducted by t h e Automobile C l u b of B u f f a l o , t h e F r a n k l i n g o t
46 .1 mi les on one g a l l o n o f gaso l ine , wh i le t e s t s conducted in Ph i lade lph ia on c a r s w i t h water
cooled engines averaged 22.¥ M i l es p e r g a l l o n o f gaso l i ne .

The F rank l i n was q u i t e a c a r , b u t e v i d e n t l y i t w a s n ' t a b l e t o compete fi n a n c i a l l y w i t h
D e t r o i t ' s famous h i g h p r o d u c t i o n l i n e s .* * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER MEETINGS:

N o v. l l t h : Board o f D i rec to r Meet ing, 7:30 PMat t h e Museum.
N o v. 23rd: R e g u l a r Meet ing a t museum, 7:30 PM. Jean N e f f w i l l g i v e t a l k o n " F l a x " .

Refreshment arrangements unannounced at t h i s t ime.* * * * * * * * * *
1858 WILSON;

Have you e v e r wondered what Wi lson may have been l i k e when t h e v i l l a g e was incorporated
in 1858? According to t h e 1869 Niagara County D i rec to ry i t had a popu la t ion o f 1,000 p e r ‑
sons . The area was t h i c k l y f o r e s t e d and most o f t h e t r e e s c u t down then were sawed i n t o l u m ‑
b e r a t t h e Barber Steam Saw M i l l l o c a t e d a t t h e Marsh S e t t l e m e n t , (Beebe & Chestnut Rds. ) o r
t h e Freeman Saw M i l l which was l o c a t e d 4 or 5 mi les s o u t h of t h e v i l l a g e on t h e Wilson/Cambria
Road.

The v i l l a g e o f Wilson had 3 d r y goods s t o r e s ; 3 g r o c e r i e s ; and s e v e r a l mechanic Shops.
There was a l s o t h e J . C and McCarty Lumber Ya rd ; t h e F . C Moore Sash and Door Manufac to ry ; and
t h e Sanford Coal Ya r d .

Daniel H . Crosby waS Pos tmas te r in t h e v i l l a g e , and Aaron Beebe was Postmaster a t t h e
Marsh S e t t l e m e n t in E a s t Wilson.There was a l s o a Postoffice at t h e I d e S e t t l e m e n t on Maple s y ,
Guy Loomis, P o s t m a s t e r ; and MathiasCovert was Bostmastes of t h e SouthwWilson p o s t o f fi c e .* *

SOUNDINGS: D o n ' t g i v e up on anyone-‐~miracles happen everyday.
* * * ve * * * * x
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MEN OF THE SEA:

The l a t e M e r l e Wi lson b u i l t h i s own Boathouse in 1949 j u s t n o r t h of t h e p resen t Wilson
Boathouse R e s t a u r a n t . There h e c o u l d b e g e n e r a l l y found r e n t i n g o u t h i s f o u r t e e n rowboats
o r s e l l i n g o t h e r b o a t s and moto rs .

H is l i f e as a commercial fisherman began when he was 15, and he l e f t school to h e l p h i s
f a t h e r , " B i l l y " , and b r o t h e r , F r e d , opera te t h e i r fi s h i n g boa ts .

M e r l e was f r i g h t e n e d when h e fi r s t went o u t o n t h e l a k e , b u t a s h e grew o l d e r t h e stormy
weather d i d n ' t b o t h e r him. He d i d , however, r e s p e c t t h e L a k e and w o u l d n ' t t a k e a b o a t o u t on
r e a l bad days.

That may have been t h e r e s u l t of a r e a l rugged experience he had in J a n u a r y, 1902, when,
on a c o l d , w indy, and snowy morning, he s e t o u t to fi s h w i t h h i s b r o t h e r and f a t h e r in a 24
f o o t rowboat/sailboat.

F i v e mi les o f f s h o r e t h e y managed to h a u l in a h a l f t o n of h e r r i n g when t h e southwest wind
and snow increased i n i n t e n s i t y . They r e a l i z e d i t would b e d i f fi c u l t i n t h e b l i n d i n g snow t o
g e t back to Wi lson, so decided to t r y to r o w to O l c o t t which they fi n a l l y managed to reach.
There they were ab le to s l o w l y w o r k t h e i r way back a l o n g t h e shore l ine u n t i l they reached t h e
Wilson P i e r s .

An anxious group of f r i e n d s he lped p u l l t h e b o a t w i t h i t s cargo of h a l f f r o z e n men and fi s h
ove r t h e i c e t o shore and s a f e t y .

I n 1934, M e r l e r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e Wilson Harbor migh t soon b e c losed because o f t h e ever
enroaching sand b a r s , so he g o t permiss ion f r o m t h e v i l l a g e board to go to Washington and t a l k
w i t h t h e U . S . Corps of Engineers It was 1936, however, b e f o r e t h e Corps of Emgineers fi n a l l y
agreed to dredge t h e harborand b u i l d two p i e r s at a c o s t of about $350,000.

I n 1942, t h e fi s h i n g was s t i l l p r e t t y good, and t h e most b l u e p i k e t h e Wilsons ever n e t t e d
in one day was 2,800 pounds. At t h e go ing p r i c e of 33 cen ts a pound, t h i s amounted to a l m o s t
a thousand d o l l a r s f o r a d a y ' s c a t c h .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , fi s h i n g i n L a k e Onta r io began t o dec l ine because o f water p o l l u t i o n which
k i l l e d o f f most of t h e wh i te fi s h and t r o u t . The l a k e a l s o became contaminated w i t h s a l t wa te r
s m e l t and lamprey e e l s which f u r t h e r p u t a damper on commercial fi s h i n g .

In 1962, t h e harbor had to bedredged aga in , and an e i g h t f o o t channel was a l s o dug f o r t h e
proposed new S t a t e P a r k at t h e west end of Sunse t I s l a n d .

I n recen t y e a r s , a ser ious e f f o r t was made t o c l e a n - u p and s t o c k t h e l a k e w a t e r s , and
fi s h i n g has aga in made a tremendous comeback in b o t h t h e l a k e and waters lead ing i n t o i t .

M e r l e Wilson served many consecutive terms on the Wilson V i l l a g e Board, and was a leading
contr ibutor to the town's progress. He l i v e d on McChesney S t r e e t wi th h i s w i f e , Margare t , and
t h e i r daughter, Nancy Jane. * * * * * * * * * *

PROGRAMS:
Wilbur Dunn, a Socia l Studies teacher at Newfane f o r many years, gave a very good t a l k at the

September meeting o n the h i s t o r y o f WNY's 8 t h Heavy A r t i l l e r y , known a s t h e "Bloody 8 th " .
Refreshments were provided and served by S a l l y Smi th , Sara Berry and Sh i r ley Hun te r.
At the October 26th meeting, Wanda Burrows is having a program on the Randal l Rd. Schoo l ,

and t h i s meeting is be ing h e l d i n the schoolhouse. (Ear ly a r r i va l s had their choice of schooldesks)
We a l s o wish to emphasis at t h i g t ime t h a t t h e gene ra l pub l i c is always welcome to a l l program
meétings of the Wilson Historical Soc ie ty.* * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS:

November l l t h : Board o f D i r e c t o r s , P a t t e r s o n Room, 7:30 PM. ; ;
November 23rd: Month ly Meeting, e r e may be n o t h i n g p r e t t i e r than fi e l d s of bloomin fl a x

i n t h e Dakotas. ean N e f f ' s t a l k o n t h e 23rd ~ should b e i n t e r e $ t i n g . ’
w * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS:
A "F lea-marke teer ' s " home is where t h e y keep s t u f f w h i l e t h e y - r e o u t g e t t i n g more s t u f f .* * * * * * * * * *

1999. . . . . . . - . . .MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION. . . . . . . . -+ . - 1999 :

N E W. . . . . . RENEWAL...

NAME... e ec e c c c s c e c e e e i e CRD R E M R E E E R S U S E S 6 C S U S E E S d e

ADDRESS... . . . + . 0 0 . - b e n e e n e n t c e r e t e e n s e e e e e r e r e e e r e e e s - » PHONE # ( ) _ ‑
"BOX #.eeeeee. C I T Y. . . . . v e s e e e e e e e S T A T E . . . . . . . . . Z IP C O D E . . .see e e e e v e e

| a | PLEASE CHECK BOX IF ADDRESS/NAME HAS RECENTLY CHANGED

PLEASE INDICATE PREVIOUS LAST NAME, IF APPLICABLE_
JUNIOR (UNDER 18) $1.00 EACH COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0__ _
N A M E AGE SINGLE $5.00___ _
N A M EC C CAGE L IFE $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 .
NAME. ti“‘(‘(ONCOOOC#C#C(CO#CAGE L I F E (Couple) $250.00

HONORARY MEMBER (85+) FREE

BUILDING FUND DONATION $_ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED _
* * * * * * x * x * * * * * * * * * *

APPLICATIONS AND MONIES ARE DUE BY JANUARY 1 S T.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AND RETURN TO:

SANDY HOLDEN PO BOX 319 WILSON, NY 14172
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DON"T MISS "OPEN HOUSE":

S h e l l y Andrew's "Christmas Open House, which w i l l be h e l d on Nov. 6 , 7 , a n d 8 t h f r o m 10AM to
5PM, m igh t w e l l b e one o f t h e b i g g e s t a t t r a c t i o n s i n Wilson. Her new "Garden G a t e " fl o r i s t and
g i f t shop i s perhaps t h e p r e t t i e s t fl o r a l shop t o make Wi lson Scene i n many a y e a r , s o b e s u r e t o
see i t - - - y o u w o n ' t be d isappo in ted.

The g a l a event w i l l f e a t u r e S I 1 k F L o r a l arrangements; garden s t a t u a t o r y ; b i r d houses; s t a t i o n ‑
a r y & unique -cards; ant iques, c o l l e c t i b l e s , f ramed p r i n t s ; g i f t b a s k e t s ; C a s w e l l MaSSEY Beau ty
P r o d u c t s ; v i l l a g e c a n d l e s ; gourmet f o o d ; pa in ted g l a s s ; and much more . There w i l l a l s o b e
re f reshments and a f r e e drawing on any purchase o f $10 or more.

P l a n t o spend "Open HOuse" a t S h e l l e y ' s Garden G a t e o n Young S t . , - - - y o u ' l l b e g l a d you d i d .
kk &*& & &€ &€* KF kK FF FF &

MUSEUM HOSTS & HOSTESSEES:
Museum H o s t s and H o s t e s s e s , a s ’ submit ted b y V i r g i n i a S t r a b b l o w, C h r m . , a r e a s f o l l o w s :

November l s t : John and Jane Demmin & Mary and F l o y d C l a r k : Open u p , F l o y d C l a r k .
November 8 t h Tom &nd G a i l Walder & Micky and S h i r l e y H u n t e r . Open u p , DOn Bur rows .
November 15: E l t o n and June Kropp & Che ry l B rown . Open u p , E l t o n kKropp.
November 22nd: Wa l t e r and Jamie Moxham & Wa l t e r and S h i r l e y Evans. Open u p , Gordon St rab low
November 29th : George and Susan Cruickshank & S a r a B e r r y and Don C r o o p . Open u p , Don C r o o p .

ke & kk kk & kk & & Kk
BOARD ACTION/REPORTS:

The O c t . ld4th meeting o f t h e Board o f D i rec to rs convened a t t h e museum a t 7:30 PMw i t h
Gary F i t c h , P res i den t , p res i d i ng . Gary r e p o r t e d t h a t he and Don Burrows a r e mon i t o r i ng t h e
soc ie t ies e l e t r i c b i l l s which appear h i g h e r t han n o r m a l .

Discussion was h e l d regard ing p l a n t i n g of Memorial t r e e s , a l s o p l a n t i n g of evergreens a l o n g
t h e n o r t h border of t h e new p r o p e r t y. G a r y w i l l make necessary arrangements.

Dorothy Maxfie ld r e p o r t e d t h a t we need o l d c l o t h i n g f o r o u r ch i l d rens ' mannequins,sizes 4 - 5 .
Wa l l y Goodman asked f o r and rece ived permiss ion to purchaSE A BBW BATP@ry Fok t h e Ford

Mustang.
I t was r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e Fel lowship C l a s s of E x l e y Un i ted Methou i : t . Church donated $100

to t h e Soc ie ty in apprec ia t ion o f hav ing used t h e B u i l d i n g and grounds f o r t h e i r Labor Day
" F l e a  M a r k e t " .

Don Bur rows r e p o r t e d t h a t J i m ' s A u t o Serv ice o f Niagara F a l l s , N Y, , who r e p a i r e d t h e motor
o n t h e 1959 C a d i l l a c , p icked u p t h e c a r w i t h t h e i r c a r c a r r i e r and t r a n s p o r t e d i t back and
f o r t h to Wilson at no charge.

An interested group of Officers and Trustees attended t h e meeting inc lud ing Micky H u n t e r ;
E l t o n Kropp; Mar i lyn A l l g e i e r ; Norm MacAski l l ; Don Croop; Gary F i t c h ; Gordon Strablow; Floyd
"Red" C l a r k ; Richard Schmidle; Pam G r o f f ; Don B u r r o w s ; Wanda Bur rows; D a r r e l l Smith; S a l l y
Smi th ; Daniel King; Judy King; Dorothy M a x fi e l d ; Lois Barnum; A r t Schnoor ; Wa l l y GoodmAN, AND
B i l l Rose.

* &®* & &# €£ FF F &
ACQUISITIONS: . ,

Don Wi l tse: one 1932 New York S t a t e Dog Tag (meta l ) #235179
Es ta te of Howard Croop, Rapid C i t y , SD: Complete U. S. A i r force Uniform wi th MSGT STRIPES

and meta ls attached. A l s o , complete Navy Uniform worn whi le serving aboard a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r
"The In t reped" . Howard graduated f rom Wilson C e n t r a l School i n 1957; served 3 years in Navy;
t h e n jo i ned U . S . A l I r f o r c e . (24 years)

* * %& %FK * %F¥ %K %K kK

1998 SUMMER. HOT? :
HOW ABOUT 1901; Accoxing t o "Wilson S t a r " "The way t h e s u n ' s been s h i n i n g o f l a t e - - e v e r y

c o r n fi e l d i n Niagara County has been fi l l e d w i t h " r o a s t i n g e a r s " . This i s n ' t a j o k e . I t i s a
r e d h o t f a c t . "

* * &k kK &* kK KK H KF *
QUIPS: Yo u can't g e t much done by s t a r t i n g tomorrow.
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FIREMEN CELEBRATE 78TH ANNIVERSARY:
The Wilson H i s t . S o c . extends i t s congratulat ions to Wilson Vo l u n t e e r F i r e Co. #1 which is

c e l e b r a t i n g i t s 7 5 t h year s e r v i n g t h e p e o p l e o f t h e Wilson a r e a .
The Company was organized S e p t . 1 7 , 1923 w i t h E r n e s t H o r t o n , P r e s . , and Char l es C r a w f o r d ,

F i r e Chie f . When t h e Company's By - l aws were s igned and notor ized by B e t h e l Johnson on August
22, 1924, t h e fi r s t e l ec ted o f fi c e r s were: A .E . H o r t o n , P r e s . , HaRRY B i g g i n s , F i r e C h i e f ,
F rank L a s h n e r , A s s ' t . F i r e C h i e f , L . C l a r e C o e , T r e a s . , and Wi l l i am H . S m i t h , S e c r e t a r y .

O t h e r firemen who he lped es tab l i sh t h e Company were: M e r l e W i l s o n , B i l l S c h e f fl e r ,
R .E . Wr igh t , Roy DeNeau, Har r i s H o l d e n , l e e Ward , James W i l c o x , W.G. L e e t c h , C.W. B a k e r ,
G . H . R e e v e s , Edward Rockwood, Ches te r Demmin, W a l t e r W h e e l e r , Harold Te a g u e , C a r l W i l b u r ,
F r a n k D i e t r i c k , L e s l i e M c C l e l l a n , Andrew W r i g h t , E l t o n A r m s t r o n g , C l i f f o r d S c h u l t z , F. H .
D u x b u r y, F r e d Ganshaw, Dewey F i s k , P a u l W i n t e r , Thomas Rodgers, Ray N e v i n s , Louis W i e p e r t ,
C a r l H a u s m a n , E a r l Armstronq, W i l l i a m S c h n o o r , Court land Feigehen, Bernard McClel . e n ,
D r . Kennezh: M o o r e , @14 V.M & d. b e a r c e .

The new Company was b a d l y in need of money f o r equipment, so a number of shows and Publ ic
Dances were he ld . Since they had no F i reha l l t o meet i n , some o f the l s t meetings were he ld
over Hor ton 's Hardware s t o r e , and Jesse B igg in 's Blacksmith shop.
The l s t annual Fie ldday was held on Aug. 30, 1924, and it was very s im i la r to an Old Fashioned
P i c n i c - - l i t t l e resembling Fie lddays o f t o d a y.

The b i g celebration s tar ted at 10Am. w i t h races f o r horses and ponies. Winning r i d e r s were
given $20 cash p r i zes . , a l s o b i cyc le races f o r boys under 12 years were very popu la r. Other
contests included t u g - o - w a r s , b a l l o o n r a c e s , and 3-legged races w i th boxes o f candy f o r p r i zes .
Tug -o -wa rs between F i r e Companies saw boxes o f c i g a r s awarded to t h e winning Company. There
were a l s o pie-eat ing c o n t e s t s , honeymoon races f o r young coup les , and n a i l - d r i v i n g contests
f o r the lad ies . Other popular events were a Penny Scramble f o r c h i l d r e n , Peanut races f o r
women, horse shoe and quoit-pi tching f o r bo th men and women, and a greased p i g scramble f o r
everyone w i t h t h e p i g as t h e P r i z e .

A t 1Pm. t h e parade s t a r t e d and consisted o f 5 fi r e companies and 6 bands in te rspersed w i t h
C i v i c and Church F l o a t s . The parade r o u t e s t a r t e d a t N o r t h Lake S t . s o u t h t o t h e r a i l r o a d
d e p o t . From t h e r e t h e y backtracked to Yo u n g Street, then proceeded West to Youngstown Road.

A f t e r n o o n concerts were performed by t h e Ontar io B a n d , and a 7 to 12 M i d n i g h t Streetdance
rounded o u t t h e busy F i e l d d a y .

The F i r e Company's fi r s t equipment consisted of two Hose C a r t s borrowed f r o m t h e Town of
N e w f a n e , b u t o n March 1 4 , 1925, t h e Company was a b l e t o purchase i t s fi r s t F i r e T r u c k - - a L a
F r a n c e Pumper. E i g h t of Wi lson 's Vol imteers s igned n o t e s so t h e purchase could be made. The
t r u c k is s t i l l in v e r y good cond i t ion to t h e present Gay, and i t i s s a i d t h a t " O l d B e t s e y "
c o u l d s t i l l “ h o l d h e r own" a t any fi r e . B i l l S c h e f fl e r was one o f t h e fi r s t d r i v e r s .

The Ladies A u x i l i a r y o f Wi lson V o l . F i r e Co . 4 H was erganized i n 1932, and ever s ince t h e n
h a s been an impor tan t "a rm" of t h e Company-~alweys h e a v i l y invo lved in d inners or o t h e r a c t i ‑
v i t i e s v i t a l to t h e progress of t h e Company.Some of t h e e a r l y members who he lped organize t h e
A u x i l i a r y were: H a t t i e Hausman , M i ld red To e n n i e s s e n , F l o r e n c e L o r t , I d a E r i o n , Leah N e v i n s ,
Emma Schrader. Norma W i l s o n , D o r o t h y T h i l k , D o r o t h y A l l g e i e r , I d a D i e t r i c k , Lena S c h e f fl e r ,
M r s . J . D . D u x b u r y, M r s . James W i l c o x , and Bernice S m i t h .
“ B i l l Ganshaw urged t h e F i r e C o . to s t a r t up an Ambulance serv ice because he fi g u r e d it
would be good f o r t h e Community, and in 1943 an inspect ion was made of a 1934 Buick in t h e
shop o f Rober t A . B a r n e s a t S y r a c u s e , N Y. The Buick was purchased and t h e n e c e s s a r y papers
such as insurance were acquired. On N o v. 1 4 , 1943, t h e converted Buick made i t s fi r s t r u n as
a n a m b u l a n c e , and B r u c e F i t t r o was t h e fi r s t p a t i e n t ca r r i ed i n i t .

The s u r v i v i n g v o l u n t e e r s who organized Wi lson F i r e C o # 1 i n 1923 c a n b e v e r y proud o f t h e
wel l -equipped fi r e h a l l and equipment t h a t stands guard on Yo u n g S t ree t , b u t most of t h e
c r e d i t should g o t o t o d a y ' s v o l u n t e e r men and women who c a r r y o n t h e t r a d i t i o n . .* * * * * * * * * *
REMINDER:

The Board o f D i r e c t o r s w i l l meet Wednesday even ing , December 9 t h , a t t h e museum.
Program Meet ing a t Museum o n December 2 8 t h . (Du lc imer C o n c e r t ‐ - f o l k songs and Carols. )* * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: D o n ' t w o r r y abou t temptat ion--as you grow o l d e r , i t beg ins to avoid you .
*& * * * * * * * * *

L i f e has meaning when one is needed.* * * * * * * * * *
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GHOSTS & GOBLINS PARTY AT MUSEUM:

Everyone seemed to have a good t ime at t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c . Ha l loween P a r t y h e l d in t h e
Barnum B u i l d i n g on O c t . 2 5 t h . The h a l l was n i c e l y decora ted , and a l a r g e b l a c k "Cau ld ron"
contained g a l l o n s of "Witches B r e w " f o r those who "dared" to t r y i t . There were p l e n t y of
s n a c k s and candy t o g o around making t h e s o c i e t y ' s 2nd a n n u a l Hol loween P a r t y a h i t w i t h t h e
ghos ts and g o b l i n s who a t tended .

A guessing c o n t e s t was h e l d to discover how many p ieces of candy were i n a j a r , and T y l e r
S t r assbu rg was t h e winner. T y l e r guessed t h e r e were 301 pieces- -actua l ly t h e r e were 302. Door
p r i z e s were a l s o awarded a s f o l l o w s : Tim CondES, s m a l l pumpkin; Judy K i n g , l a r g e pumpkin;
Kathy Pearce and T y l e r S t r a s s b u r g b o t h won Avon Hal loween P i n s ; and Don D e l e s i received a
Ho l l oween T i n o f Popcorn . Costumed p a r t i c i p a n t s l i n e d u p b y age g r o u p s & judged a s f o l l o w s :

Up to 2 y r s : Kev in Wiesinger won l s t p r i z e as an I n d i a n ; Anthonena D e l i s i was a Mouse; and
Dan ie l Rohring was dressed as " B i g B i r d " .

3-4 y r s : Korena Wise was a g h o s t w i t h t o p h a t ; Jason D e l i s i dressed a s a " B u t t e r fl y " ; and
Sara H u n t e r was d isgu ised as a Pumpkin.

5 -6 y r s : T r e v o r Wendt impressed t h e judges as a " P i l e of L e a v e s " ; Adam Robins was a
"Wherewol f " ; and Shawn B a k e r was a " B a t " .

7=8 y r s : Ta r a P lag ino was a "Med e iva l G i r l " ; James Bake r was v e r y animated as t h e ‑
"Phantom"; and K a i t l y n Smi th was a "Punk R o c k e r " .

9-10 y r s : Emmalee Pearce a s t h e " P i l s b u r y Dough B o y " ; K a t e C o r n e l l a s "Raggedy A n n " ; and
Miche l le Evans dressed as a " G i r l P i r a t e " .

11-12 y r s : L a u r e n S c a l z o a s a "Bunny" ; L a u r a Evans a s a " S c a r e c r o w " ; , and Susannah Wisby
dressed as a "Housewife".

13-14 y r s : Joshua Smith dressed as "Freddie K r u e g e r " ; and Andy Evans was a +Phantomt+.
O n l y 3 a d u l t s dressed in costume t h i s y e a r . Mary Jane Ziehm won l s t dressed as a " B e e ‑

K e e p e r " ; S a l l y Smith was " M r s . C l a u s ' and D a r r e l l S m i t h imi tated Wy a t t E r p .
Judges, who had to make some t o u g h decis ions were: Stephanie F r a c a s s i , Leah King , Nancy

Schaal Simmons, and C a r o l C. Smith.
The s o c i e t y ' s H o l l o w e e n P a r t y is a modest way of showingapprec iat ion to t h e Community f o r

i t s g e n e r o u s s u p p o r t i n t h e p a s t , a n d w e ' d a l s o l i k e t o t h a n k a l l t h o s e who hel] ped s e t - u p ,
c l e a n - u p , and make t h e occasion a happy one f o r a l l : Don and Wanda B u r r o w s ; DaRRELL AND S a l l y
Smi th ; Andy Evans; Stephanie F r a c a s s i ; LeaH AND Kevin K i n g ; Judy and Savannah King;
Susanne Pag l ino ; K a i t l a n Smi th ; B i l l & C a r o l S m i t h ; Joshua Smith; and Mary Jane Ziehm.

* * * k *& * * * * *
OCTOBER SCHOOLHOUSE MEETING:

The meeting was w e l l - a t t e n d e d , and everyone seemed content i n t h e cozy, l a m p - l i t b u i l d i n g .
A f t e r a shor t meeting by Gary F i t c h , P r e s . , Wanda Burrows gave an e x c e l l e n t p resen ta t i on on t h e
moving and renovation of the Randall Rd. School o u t l i n i n g how t h e p r o j e c t received wide support
throughout the Community. She a l s o said t h a t plans a re underway. to app l y f o r a g r a n t f rom t h e
Niag. Co. Council of the A r t s to h e l p t h e schoolhouse comm. make up information packets f o r
d i s t r i bu t i on to area schools . She announced t h a t Elaine Moon,Principal of Thomas Marks Schoo l ,
has vo lun teered to head-up t h e p r o j e c t . .

H i g h l i t e of the evening was when Pr inc ipa l Moon conducted an old-fashioned Spe l l ing Bee wi th
the he lp o f some of Wilson's best s p e l l e r s : Caro le Schnoor, Sara B e r r y, Janet Spor leder, Marion
Campbell, Ce les te Crawford and Helen Stevens . And guess who stood u p the l o n y e s t - - J a n e t S p o r ‑
l e d e r , r e t i r e d t e a c h e r and l o n g t ime member of t h e Wilson School Board of Educat ion.

A f t e r t h e meeting, de l i c i ous Gingerbread and l o c a l l y made sweet c i d e r were s e r v e d , cour tesy
o f Don and Wanda Bur rows. * * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Attendance: Micky H u n t e r , Norm M a c A s k i l l , Don Croop, E l t o n K r o p p , MaRILYN A l l g e i e r ,
Gordon S t r a b l o w, Red C l a r k , Pam G r o f f , Judy K ing , Dan K i n g , Dorothy M a x fi e l d , L o i s Barnum, Don
B u r r o w s , Wanda B u r r o w s , D a r r e l l S m i t h , S a l l y S m i t h , W a l l y Goodman, A r t S c h n o o r , and B i l l Rose.

Don Croop r e p o r t e d t h a t "Sketchbook I I " is now avai ’ l a b l e and may be purchased e i t h e r at
t h e Museum, Wilson Town H a l l , t h e "Garden G a t e " in Wi lson, or by m a i l ordexNorm MacAski l l made
mot ion , seconded b y Doro thy M a x fi e l d , t h a t p r i n t i n g c o s t b i l l b e p a i d . Motion c a r r i e d .

Motion made b y Wanda B u r r o w s , seconded b y M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , t o approve r e q u e s t b y M r . and
M r s . Kev in King to use Barnum B u i l d i n g f o r f a m i l y ga the r ing N o v. 14 th . Motion approved.

P r e s . F i t c h announced t h a t f u r t h e r a c t i o n is be ing t a k e n to determine t h e h i g h c o s t of o u r
e l e t r i c b i l l s .

Dorothy Maxfi ld asked f o r v o l u n t e e r s t o h e l p h e r move f u r n i t u r e i n P a t t e r s o n Room.
Motion made b y D a r r e l l Smi th , seconded b y Gordon S t r a b l o w, t o p e r m i t E l t o n Kropp t o p l a n t

4 Memorial Trees in o l d sec t ion .
Motion made by D a r r e l l Smi th , seconded by Micky H u n t e r , to a l l o t $1,000 to p l a n t donated

e v e r g r e e n t r e e s a l o n g n o r t h l i n e o f museum g r o u n d s . Approved.
Don Burrows made mot ion , seconded by L o i s Barnum, to author ize $200 to purchase 200 Wa t t

A m p l i fi e r f o r u s e o n F a i r Days. Present A m p l i fi e r i s t o o s m a l l . Motion caRRIED.
Gary F i t c h appointed Don Bur rows , A r t Schnoor, and D a r r e l l Smith to s tudy and make recomen‑

dations for f a c i l i t a t i n g some areas i n museum f o r handicap pe rsons .* * * * * * * * * *
CONTRIBUTIONS:

Ocassional ly THE Soc ie ty receives con t r i bu t i ons f r o m Bus To u r Companys and o t h e r organiza~
tionswho r e q u e s t use o f t h e museum o r serv ices . The Soc ie ty g r a t e f u l l y received a recent c o n ‑
t r i b u t i o n of $100 f r o m t h e Fel lowship C l a s s of E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church who requested t h e
use o f t h e Soc ie ty ' s Bu i ld ings and Grounds f o r t h e i r annua l Labor Day F l e a Market .* * * * * * * * * *

NEW DRUGSTORE: . Se
Leanne Haley-Brown,RPh, r e c e n t l y opened t h e “Wilson Community Pharmacy" at 272 P e t t i t S t r e e t .

The drugstore f e a t u r e s a p r o f e s s i o n a l Pharmacy S e r v i c e , Homeopathy, Herbs , and Nutr i t ionals.
* * * * * * Bd *« * *

‑
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IN MEMORIAM:

L u c i l l e E . Up ton , 78 , r e t i r e d t e a c h e r , d ied a t home O c t . 2 9 , 1998, A nat ive o f W i l s o n ,
she was a n ac t ive member o f t h e l s t Bap t i s t Church where she served a s a D i a c o n a t e ; Sunday
School S u p t . , and teacher. She was a l s o P r e s . o f t h e WNY B a p t i s t Ladies A s s o c . , and S e c . o f
t h e N i a g . C o . Teachers Association. Othe r i n t e r e s t s inc luded t h e Gnostic Gu i l d and Wilson H i s t .
Soc . where she served as Tourism Chairman.

She i s survived b y 6 c h i l d r e n , Tom(Karen) U p t o n o f N o r f o l k , Va ; Terry(Gai l) Up ton o f A p p l e t o n ,
NY: Dennis(Adele) Upton of Grand I s l a n d , N Y; Rober t U p t o n of Drexe l H i l l , P a ; Cynthia (Rich)
V ince le t t e of N o r f o l k , V a ; and Roger(Judy) Upson of P i t t s f o r d , N Y; a l s o a s i s t e r , Francis Diez
of Ransomv i l l e , NY. E l e v e n grandchildren and t w o g r e a t grandchi ldren.

A b u r i a l Service was conducted at t h e I s t B a p t i s t C h u r c h , W i l s o n , and internment was in t h e
N o r t h Ridge C e m e t e r y w i t h R e v. J e f f r e y Dunham o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
HOSTESSES FOR DECEMBER:

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , C h r m . , r epo r t s t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g members w i l l se rve : D e c . 6 t h , Adrian and
Ka thy Frericks & D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith. (Open) D a r r e l l Smith: Dec . 1 3 t h , M a r i l y n and Edward
A l l g e i e r & Anne and Bob Botzer.(Open) C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d ; D e c . 2 0 t h , L i s a and L a r r y Bulmar& H e l e n
and M i l t on C la rk (Open) " O l l i e " C l a r k .

The museum w i l l b e closed t o Sunday v i s i t o r s , J a n . , F e b . , & M a r c h , 1999, b u t w i l l open a s
u s u a l f o r Board o f D i r e c t o r meetings and M o n t h l y P r o g r a m meet ings .* * * * * * * * * *
DECEMBER 28TH MEETING:

Mi les L i n n a b e r y, C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t M i t z i e C o l l i n s o f Rochester w i l l p l a y " F o l k Songs
& C a r o l s on t h e Hammer-Dulcimer" . M i t z i e is associated w i t h Sampler R e c o r d s , I n c . , and f r o m
what w e h e a r , t h i s w i l l b e a program you w o n ' t want t o miss . Why n o t b r i n g a f r i e n d - - o u r p r o ‑
gram meetinys a r e a l w a y s open to t h e Pub l i c .* * * * * * * * * *
MAKING "FAIR" PROGRESS:

Our r e l i a b l e " q u i l t l a d y " , B e t t y S t i m s o n , h a s q u i l t e d and returned t h e 1999 q u i l t f o r t h e
Memorial Day F a i r . She h a s been s tay ing i n V i r g i n i a w i t h h e r d a u g h t e r , J i l l , s o w i l l n o
l o n g e r be ab le to accept your q u i l t s tubs & donat ions. Sandy H o l d e n , h o w e v e r , h a s graciously
agreed to t a k e over t h a t respons ib i l i t y, so a f t e r you rece ive your q u i l t t i c k e t s in a f u t u r e
N e w s l e t t e r , p l ease r e t u r n them t o Sandy a t P. O . B o x 319, W i l s o n , N Y 14172.

More good news: Judy Rose h a s consented to hand le t h e q u i l t t i c k e t s a l e s on F a i r D a y. This
w i l l be great because our Ways & Means Chrm. , S a l l y Smi th , w i l l be v e r y busy t h a t day wi th
the popular Funnel Cake Concession.

While we are on the top ic of cooperative people, we wish to thank Bob Scherer who has been
donat ing Wood Carv ings f o r many years. A l s o , we shouldn ' t overlook Lois: B a r n u m , F a i r Chrm, t h e
G a l who "Makes these::things: happen."* * * * * * * * * *
REMEMBER WHEN? .

In 1972, the l s t Christmas celebration of t h e Wilson H i s t . S o c . , was h e l d in t h e Town H a l l .
Joe Higgins and B e t t y St imson decorated a t r e e w i t h old-fashioned ornaments; st rands of c ran ‑
b e r r i e s ; s t r i ngs of popcorn; and c a r e f u l l y placed candles. B e t t y rounded up a few "Hyster ical
Players" for a program, and Becky B a k e r , p lay ing t h e p a r t of School Teacher, t r i e d to l i n e up
h e r i n c o r r i g i b l e s tuden ts s o t h a t t h e c a r d s each one c a r r i e d would come t o g e t h e r t o s p e l l
"Merry Christmas". Perhaps some of you remember t h o s e d i s r u p t i v e s t u d e n t s : K a r l W r i g h t , J o e
Higgins, E d & Elo ise C u l v e r w e l l , Don & M i l l i e C r o o p , E l l a Mae B a k e r , Do ro thy T r a c e y , M i l l i e
M i d d l e t o n , H e l e n Borngraeber, Dora Wakeman, and Anna Mae Nevins. W e l l , " C o r n y " a s i t was ,
p e o p l e made t h e i r own entertainment , in, those, days before TVand Home Compute rs .

3 * *

QUIPS: Christmas is t h e day of t h e yea r when Mothe r h a s to separate t h e men f r o m t h e t o y s .* * * * * * * * * *
' A "F lea-marketeer 's Home”is where t h e y k e e p s t u f f w h i l e t h e y ' r e o u t g e t t i n g more s t u f f .* * * * * 2 * * * *
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ADDRESS...eeeeeeee e s s e s c r e s s e e e e e e r e r e r e r e e r r s s s e r e e e e n s PHONE # ( ) _ ‑
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[] PLEASE CHECK BOX IF ADDRESS/NAME HAS RECENTLY CHANGED

t, PLEASE INDICATE PREVIOUS LAST NAME, IF APPLICABLE

JUNIOR (UNDER 18) $1.00 EACH COUPLE $8.00
NAME A G E SINGLE $5.00____
NAME __ A G E L I F E $150.00
NAME AGE LIFE (Couple) $250.00a en

HONORARY MEMBER (85+) FREE

BUILDING FUND DONATION $___ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
x * * *k * * * * x * * * * * * * * * *

APPLICATIONS AND MONIES ARE DUE BY JANUARY 1 S T.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AND RETURN TO:

SANDY HOLDEN PO BOX 319 WILSON, NY 14172
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NEW MEMBERS;

The soc ie t y welcomes t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: Donn and Willamae Wagner o f Long Beach, CA.
Donn e d i t s t h e Wagner Genea log ica l N e w s l e t t e r :

ElaineW. Moon o f L o c k p o r t , NY. E l a i n e i s t h e newP r i n c i p a l o f t h e Thomas Marks Schoo l .
CharlesT. “Michel, Wi l son , NY Char les has prov ided some good in fo rmat ion about t h e caboose.
Elizabeth Stevens of L o w e l l , M I . E l i zabe th i s resea rch ing t h e f a m i l y o f Adam & Mary S tevens

o f Canada. Their s o n s , George W . , Abram, E l i z a b e t h , L u t h e r , Sa rah , and John were a l l b o r n i n
N iag . Coun ty and a r e in t h e 1820-1830 Census . G o t any c l u e s ?* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP NEWS:

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o J a c k Te r r y o f Wi lson who was r e c e n t l y inducted i n t o t h e A t h l e t i c H a l l o f
Fame at Mansfield C o l l e g e , M a n s fi e l d , P a . J a c k was a 3 - l e t t e r a t h l e t e and p l a y e d on Mansfie ld 's
f o o t b a l l , b a s e b a l l , and b a s k e t b a l l teams.

P a t S t a c y F e r r i n g t o n has s e n t $100 t o have t w o Memoria l t r e e s p l a n t e d f o r h e r mother and
f a t h e r , Win i f red and Rex S t a c y.

Kenneth and Dorotha We lke r have a l s o a r ranged f o r M a r k ' s N u r s e r y in Wilson to p l a n t a
Memorial t r e e on t h e museum grounds " I n Memory of Loved O n e s " .

Veronica Ranson o f Me lbourne , F l . , became an Honora ry Member o f t h e soc ie t y in A u g u s t , 1998,
and has been a f a i t h f u l member s ince 1978. She was t h e w i f e o f t h e l a t e Max Ransom, who h a d
a Barber Shop in Wilson across f r o m t h e Method is t Church. He expanded h i s shop i n t o a B i l l i a r d
P a r l o r , b u t we know t h e premises today as t h e IGA Lakeside M a r k e t .

The Soc ie ty i s g r a t e f u l t o t h e f o l l o w i n g members who have c o n t r i b u t e d $56 o r l e s s f o r t h e
B l d g . Fund: Kay Ness, Wi lson; Elma M c G r a t h , ’ k&pt; Jan ice & Richard Zipp. f rom Wilson, New Yor}s.
$ 2 5 . 0 0 .o r l e s s : N o r m & murtha M a c a s k i l l , w N l a g a t a F a i l s ; E la ine M o o n , L o c k p o r t ; M r s . I o l a
S h e r r i e , Pembroke P i n e s , F l . ; Winona Hambl in, Niagara F a l l s ; H e l e n S t e v e n s , Wi lson; James and
C a r o l e C o r n e l l , B o s t o n , Ma; E l i zabe th S t e v e n s , L o w e l l , M i ; Vincent and Richard Loomis, O c a l a , F l ;
Tom and H e l e n Rodgers, Wi lson; Verna and Richard Adams, Tonawanda,NY; Mary M a r g a r e t Young ,
S p r i n g fi e l d , Ma; Pau l ine K u r t z , Wi lson; J a n e t t a F r e d e r i c k s , Wi lson; H e l e n M . Covey, Deming,NM;
C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Wi lson; Ru th Lampman, Wi lson; Mal inda & J a c k Hu tch ins , Sanborn,NY; and
A r t h u r and L i l l i a n Ul r i c h , PALM B a y, Fl.Sandy.& L l o y d E v a n s , F l ; L a r r y & L i s a B u l m e r, Wilson.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s a r e i n o r d e r f o r . two o f ‘our H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty members, Wanda B u r r o w s ,
and Nancy Schaal Simmons, who were e a s i l y e l e c t e d to o f fi c e in t h e r e c e n t E lec t i ons .

Wanda was e l e c t e d to cont inue as Wilson Town C l e r k , and Nancy Schaa l Simmons was r e t u r n e d
t o o f fi c e a s a member o f t h e Wilson Town C o u n c i l .

k * * * * * * * * *
CUBS INVADE MUSEUM:

M a r y Z iehm, L e a d e r o f Den 6 , Cub P a c k 2 1 o f W i l s o n , v i s i t e d t h e Wi l son Museum
w i t h about 10 Cubs and t h e i r f a t h e r s on November 10 , 1998.

The boys were very interested in a r t i f a c t displays f rom the C i v i l War, and World War I & I I
a l s o how Wilson s t a r t e d and t h e history of t h e Cobblestone houses in the area .

A f t e r spending about an hour examining exhibits in Depot , they were served Rootbeer
and cookies by hos tess , Sara ae * * * * * * * * *
NOMINATING COMM. MEETS:

Eleanor Myers, Chrm. , c a l l e d a meeting of t h e nominating committee in November to p r e ‑
p a r e a S l a t e o f o f fi c e r s f o r 1999 f o present : a t t h e N o v. 23rd M o n t h l y meet ing. The
o f fi c e r s w i l l t hen b e vo ted o n a t t h e December 2 8 t h meet ing.

A s prev ious ly announced, c u r r e n t o f fi c e r s w i l l b e considered f o r r e - e l e c t i o n u n l e s s they
n o t i f y chairman 3 months in advance t h a t t h e y do n o t wish co r u n f o r o f fi c e . R e s u l t s of t h e
December 7-8 meet ing w i l l b e pub l i shed i n t h e Janua ry N e w s l e t t e r .

A t tend ing t h e nominat ing committee meeting were, E l e a n o r M y e r s , Ch rm. , A r t h u r Schnoor,
B r u c e M u c k , M i l e s L innabery, and Don Croop.* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: The happ i l y marr ied c o u p l e d o e s n ' t wo r r y who t h e " b e t t e r h a l f " i s .

* * * * * *k * * * *
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

P a t and P o l l y B u r n s o f C l a r e n c e , N Y, donated t h e f o l l o w i n g i tems r e l a t e d t o D r . John B u r n s ,
a Wi lson Physician f o r over fi f t y yea rs : 1 H i g h Schoo l A-13 ‘ E x t r a ; P i c t u r e of t h e Kentucky
U n i v e r s i t y Medical Department; Pape r a r t i c l e ; and Masonic C e r t i fi c a t e in case .

Ray and Pam G r o f f : School Desk.
Marion Campbell : Wilson-Niagara Coun ty Newspaper a r t i c l e s and c l i p p i n g s ; B o o k l e t s ; and

8 books f o r schoolhouse. A l s o , c i g a r r e t t e Case.
E s t a t e o f Howard D . Croop : Navy Uni form & Cap ( I n t r e p i d ) ; U . S . A i r f o r c e Uniform & Cap;

Schoo l Day G a l l e r y f r o m Wilson H igh ; E a s t Wilson Wi ldca t s o f t b a l l j e r s e y ; Rat ion B o o k s , 1 2 ;
Wilson Centennial B o o s t e r C e r t i fi c a t e .

A r t h u r Schnoo r ; G l yce r i n B o t t l e f r o m McPhersonPharmacy,Wilson.
C a r o l e Schnoor: Wilson Souvenir ( g l as tub?) ; a l s o I n k W e l l found under t h e Wilson Depot

many yea rs ago .
Kenneth S p r i n g e r, N. Tonawanda: 8 Books f o r t h e Schoolhouse.

MaryE. A l l g e i e r , M t . P l e a s a n t , N C ; C l i pp i ngs f r o m t h e scrapbokk o f M r s . John S t o n e .
M r s . . B j o r n Gudmestad, Phoen ix , NY: Qu i l t once owned b y I d a Er ion .
Thomas S i n g e r, A p p l e t o n , NY: Genea log ica l Ma te r ia l s on t h e Bush and S i n g e r Fami l ies .
M r . P a u l H a r o l d , Cha tham, V a . ; Ty l e n o l T i n ; Kodak Medal (KAD)(1880-1980); "Rocky" Campaign

B u t t o n ; Tonawanda Dog Ta x Medal (1911) B r a s s ; B r a s s NYS flog Tag (1919) ;6 misc. Aluminum dog
t a g s ; «“ lso o t h e r s m a l l i tems.

* *k * * * * * * * *
THE RARE OLD CABOOSE:

It seems l i k e t h e museum's r a r e o l d caboose h a s been s t a n d i n g by t h e depo t f o r e v e r , b u t ’ it
was r e a l l y 1975 when Doc Argue t a l k e d Rober t S tephansk i . J r. , i n t o dona t ing t h e r a i l r o a d c a r

to t h e museum.
G e t t i n g a p l a c e f o r it was no easy t a s k , b u t Whi t Barnum managed to c o r r a l together. . a - s b r o n g

g r o u p o f v o l u n t e e r s t o prepare a roadbed f o r i t . They hag t o b e s t r o n g i n o r d e r t o w i e l d t h e
t h e s ledges and crowbars used to f a s t e n t h e r a i l s to t h e t i e s . As we can r e c a l l , those men
were O l l i e C l a r k , E a r l Swann , Bob R o h r i n g , Tom Sharpe , Don K i r w i n , L l o y d A l b r i g h t , and
F r e d B e r r y . When t h e roadbed was completed, Red C l a r k lowered t h e c a r o n t o t h e wheel c a r r i a g e s .

Ga ry J a c o b s , D e l b e r t P f o h l , and Bob Rose l a i d o u t p l a n s to renovate and p a i n t t h e c a b o o s e ,
t h e n some of t h e o l d s i d i n g was removed, new added , and C a r o l Smith pa in ted t h e NYCentra l
i n s i g n i a on the s ide . Gary Jacobs was h e l p f u l in ob ta in ing b l u e p r i n t s o f the ca r which showed
t h a t #18567 was b u i l t in the Rochester Car Shops in 1903.

The r a r e o l d caboose was . restored under t h e d i r e c t i o n o f B u r t Jennings, b u t being e x ‑
posed to t h e w e a t h e r, t he caboose has deteriorated f a s t . Howeve r, p l a n s are now proposed to
reside the c a r w i t h c e d a r, and p a i n t i t w i t h a long- last ing p a i n t . Work w i l l a l s o have to be
done on the r o o f and cupo la .

Once used as t h e c o n t r o l center f o r t r a i n operat ions, i t is being replaced by h i g h tech com‑
puter ized systems. Since no more cabooses are be ing b u i l t , they are f a s t becomming as obso le te
a s t h e Dinosau r . . Keeping the old caboose i n good shape. should b e a p r i o r i t y .* * * * * * * * * *

"CHRISTMAS LIST"

T have a l i s t o f f o l k s I k n o w, a l l w r i t t e n i n a book
And eve ry year at Christmas t ime I go and t a k e a l o o k .

And t h a t i s when I r e a l i z e t h a t t hese names a r e a p a r t
N o t o f t h e book t h e y ' r e w r i t t e n i n , b u t o f m y v e r y h e a r t .

F o r each name stands f o r someone who h a s crossed my p a t h sometime
And in t h e meet ing t h e y ' v e become t h e Rhythmof t h e Rhyme.

And w h i l e i t sounds f a n t a s t i c f o r m e t o make t h i s c la im
I r e a l l y f e e l t h a t I ' m composed of EACH REMEMBERED NAME.

And wh i l e you may n o t be aware of any spec ia l l i n k
J u s t meet ing you has shaped my l i f e much more than y o u can t h i n k .

F o r once y o u ' v e met somebody, t h e years can n o t erase
The memories of a p l e a s a n t word or of a f r i e n d l y f a c e .

So never t h i n k my Christmas g r e e t i n g is j u s t a mere r o u t i n e
Of names upon a Christmas l i s t f o r g o t t e n in between.

F o r when I send a Christmas g r e e t i n g t h a t is addressed to you
I t ' s becausey o u ' r e on t h a t l i s t of f o l k s I ' m indebted t o .

F o r I a m b u t a t o t a l o f t h e many f o l k s I ' v e m e t ,
And y o u happen t o b e one o f t hose I p r e f e r n o t t o f o r g e t ,

And whether I have known y o u f o r many days or f e w ,
In some way you have had a p a r t in shaping t h i n g s I d o .

And every year when Christmas comes I r e a l i z e anew
THE*BIGGEST G I F T l i f e can g i v e is MEETING FOLKS L I K E YOU.

And may t h e S p i r i t o f C h r i s t m a s t h a t f o r e v e r a n d e v e r e n d u r e s
L e a v e i t s r i c h e s t b l e s s i n g s i n t h e h e a r t o f y o u a n d y o u r s .

( C h r i s t m a s G r e e t i n g s - B d . o f D i r e c t o r s ) ‐ - -Submi t t edb y Judy K i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL WORD: Warm thoughts l i k e sunshine, b r i g h t e n t h e day and l i g h t e n t h e heart.* * * * * * *k * * * *


