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GROWTH OF THE CAR MUSEUM:
The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, which was organ ized i n 1972, rece ived i t s e a r l y s t a r t and

momentum because o f the i n t e r e s t and suppor t o f i t s fi r s t P r e s i d e n t , t h e l a t e D r . John A r g u e
o f  Wi l son .

In a d d i t i o n to h i s fasc ina t ion w i t h h i s t o r y , t h e d o c t o r was an a v i d c o l l e c t o r o f an t ique ,
C l a s s i c , and s p o r t s c a r s a n d , n o t t o o w i d e l y k n o w n , passed h i s t e s t t o b e a m o t o r c a r r a c i n g
d r i v e r in M a y, 1974, at Mossburg, O n t a r i o , Canada.

When h e tu rned t h e 1912 Depot o v e r t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y i n 1972, s e v e r a l o f n i s
c a r s , t r u c k s , and spare p a r t s were storec t h e r e . Recognizing t h e s o c i e t y ' s need f o r more space,
he cleaned o u t t h e f r e i g h t room so t h e s o c i e t y c o u l d s t a r t renova t ing i t i n t o a meet ing room
ana e x h i b i t a r e a .

I n 1977, D r . A r g u e gave t h e 1904 " C o v e r t " which h e had j u s t acquired f r o m t h e Ford Museum
a t D e a r b o r n , Mich igan, o v e r t o t h e museum. T h i s c a r had spec ia l meaning t o t h e d o c t o r a s i t
had been b u i l t i n h i s boyhood town o f L o c k p o r t , N Y.

The "Cover t " Runabout automobile was manufactured f r o m 1904-07 by By ron F. Cover t at h i s
Richmond Avenue P l a n t i n L o c k p o r t , and i t was t h e fi r s t chainless c a r b u i l t i n America. I t had
a De Deon- type , one cy l inder yasol ine engine w i t h combination a i r and water coo l i ng . It was
ab le to develop 6%h . p .

While M r. Cove r t was making h i s . car in L o c k p o r t , the Niagara Automobile was a l s o being
b u i l t in Wilson by the Wilson Auto Manufacturing Company. S t a n l e y Dwight was the owner and
manager, and George Brooks and George and Joe Whiteside b u i l t the bodies and made
the gears and clutches f o r the r e a r a x l e s . The "Niagara" so ld f o r $850--about $200 more than
Cover t Chainless.

The "Cover t " i s unique in t h a t i t i s probably t h e l a s t known car o f i t s k ind in t h e United
Stdes and poss ib ly t h e wor ld . I t was once owned by the noted opera s i n y e r, James M e l t o n , and
was l a t e r exhibited at t h e Ford Museum f r o m 1939 u n t i l 1977.

The c a r w a s n ' t e x a c t l y i n m in t cond i t i on when D r . A r g u e acquired i t s ince t h e two r e a r
f e n d e r s were gone, t h e lamps were miss ing, and a F o r d s t e e r i n g wheel had been subst i tu ted in
p l a c e of t h e o r i g i n a l . The t i r e s were a l s o in need of r e p l a c i n g . Under t h e new "Adopt~a-Car"
p l a n , Don Bur rows p l a n s to p re fab r i ca te and r e p l a c e t h e r e a r f e n d e r s on " h i s " c a r .

A f t e r t h e " C o v e r t " was acqui red, i t was apparent t h a t more cars would be donated, so p l a n s
were developed to e r e c t a new cement b l o c k b u i l d i n g to p u t them i n . S ince c a r r y i n g insurance
is p r e t t y expensive, it was f e l t t h a t a new fi r e p r o o f b u i l d i n g would negate t h e need to insu re .

In O c t o b e r , 1978, recommendations of t h e P l a n n i n g Board were approved, anda a 40x60 concrete
b u i l d i n g w i t h s t e e l r o o f was s t a r t e d . Ed Has t ings supervised t h e p r o j e c t a n d , thanks to h i m ,
t h e b u i l d i n g was e rec ted a t a c o s t f a r l e s s t han p ro jec ted . He n o t o n l y a r ranged to g e t
b u i l d i n g mater ia ls a t reduced c o s t , b u t a l s o donated t h e t ime h e spent c o n s t r u c t i n g i t .

The new f a c i l i t y was q u i c k l y fi l l e d t o c a p a c i t y, and t h e r e was n o l o n g e r any Goubt b u t what
t h e an t ique c a r s wou ld soon become one o f t h e museum's main a t t r a c t i o n s .

I t now seemed reasonable t h a t i f we were to continue accepting o l d c a r s , considerat ion of
a n e w, l a r g e r b u i l d i n g must b e e x p l o r e d . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e c a r s donated b y D r . A r g u e , c a r s
were a l s o g i v e n to t h e museum by M r s . James Oldham; Nancy K e n t ; G e o r g e L innabery ; Norman T h i l k ;
Howard K l a i b e r ; H a r r y B l a n c h e t t e ; L e o K l e e s ; H a r o l d A r g u e ; L y n e t t e E l d r i d g e ; Bea t r i ce Mensch;
J e a n A r g u e ; and F l o y d C l a r k .

I t was decided t o g o ahead w i t h a b u i l d i n g and w i t h t h e h e l p f r o m about 3 dozen v o l u n t e e r s ,
f u n d s r a i s e d b y t h e s o c i e t y, and g r a n t s f r o m t h e s t a t e and town o f W i l s o n , ground was aga in
b r o k e n f o r a new, la rger. b l o c k b u i l d i n g j u s t n o r t h o f t h e fi r s t one.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , D r . A r g u e d i d n o t l i v e t o s e e t h e new b u i l d i n g completed. H e passed away
on September 29, 1986, and was s a d l y missed when t h e new b u i l d i n g was dedicated in h i s memory,
October 11 , 1987.

Today, t h e D r . John F. A r g u e Memorial B u i l d i n g stands as a reminder of a l l he d i d to h e l p
b u i l d 2 remarkable museum complex in t h e town of Wi lson.* * * * * * * * * *
TALENTED MUSICIANS:

K y l e M i t t l e f e h l d t and Robert H u l l , j u n i o r members, were among s e v e r a l Wilson s tuden ts s e l e c ‑
t e d t o p e r f o r m i n t h i s y e a r ' s A l l S t a t e Musical F e s t i v a l a t Fredonia State U n i v e r s i t y .* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: A s m a l l town i s a p l a c e where t h e o n l y t ime y o u have t o s t a n d i n l i n e i s when you

shake hands w i t h t h e M i n i s t e r a f t e r Church .* * * * * * * * * *
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SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT:

Some p r o g r e s s has been made . in t h e schoolhouse p r o j e c t , The r o o f has been re - sh i ng l ed
by Mike White Roofing, doors and windows. . a r e s h u t , and t h e o l d c a s t i r o n s t o v e f r o m t h e
w a i t i n g room has been welded by Don Bur rows . Wi th t h e h e l p o f D a r r e l l Smi th , t h e y t o o k t h e
s t o v e t o Ken Wendt 's i n Sanborn who i n s t a l l e d a propane b u r n e r .i n i t . Th is w i l l make i t p o s ‑
s i b l e t o hea t t h e b u i l d i n g t h i s win ter s o t h a t i n s i d e r e p a i r s o r p a i n t i n g may b e done.

Wi th t h e except ion of t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse, most of t h e r u r a l schoo ls were s o l d
and b u i l t i n t o homes. The R a n d a l l Road s c h o o l , however, was used aS a Community C e n t r e f o r
many years a n d , when i t was abandoned s e v e r a l yea rs a g o , a y roup o f i n te res ted c i t i z e n s d e ‑
c ided to f o r m a committee and see if the b u i l d i n g c o u l d be moved to t h e museum grounds and
p rese rved f o r p o s t e r i t y .

Arrangements were made f o r t h e Town of Wi lson to accept t h e schoolhouse f r o m t h e Wilson
C e n t r a l S c h o o l d i s t r i c t , t hen t h e committee r a i s e d funds t o move i t . Foremost among these was
$12,500 g r a n t f r o m t h e S t a t e t h r o u g h t h e o f fi c e s of Assemblyman Joseph P i l l i t t e r e .

The H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y p rov ided t h e funds necessary t o b u i l d a founda t ion a n d , i n t h e f a i l
of 1996, t h e schoolhouse was moved to i t s new home on t h e museum g r o u n d s .

Some of t h e schoolhouse s u p p o r t e r s who g a v e cash g i f t s f o r i t s renovation, not y e t reported,’
w e r e P f e i f f e r ' s Foods C o , M r . and M r s . H a r r y F i g u r a , Leah B iga low, J . P a u l H a r o l d , M r . and M r s .
John C . M o o r e , M r . and M r s . Rober t S a l i s b u r y, Ly d i a S o u t h a r d , M r s . James S c h o t z , ( i n memory o f
Winnie F i s c h e r ) t h e Tr i - t own C l a n 4-H C l u b , and t h e Wilson Teachers Assoc ia t ion.

Furb ish ing donated inc lude a desk f r o m Doro thy L innabery in memory o f f o r m e r t e a c h e r , H a z e l
Sa l i sbury ; One desk f r o m t h e e s t a t e o f Haze l S a l i s b u r y ; One desk f r o m P r i c i l l a B a k e r ;
34 S t a t e American F l a g f r o m J a n e t S p o r l e d e r in memory of Andrea S p o r l e d e r ; Schoolbooks f r o m
t h e Sa l i sbu ry E s t a t e ; and Fund Raisers f r o m t h e Brady f a m i l y.

The Community Commit tee, cha i red by J e a n F i g u r a , is - commended f o r t h e e x c e l l e n t w o r k
t h e y have done in b r i n g i n g t h e schoolhouse to t h e museum grounds. A H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty S c h o o l ‑
house Conmm., chaired b y Wanda B u r r o w s , w i l l w o r k w i t h Jean t n comp le te t h e p r o j e c t .* * * * * * * * * *

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
From Fund R a i s e r s , Schoolhouse Committee: Schoolhouse C l o c k (ca.1860); Map Case con ta in ing
F i ve Maps; Wor ld Globe and S tand , ( ca . 1920)

E s t a t e of Ruth Evans : Memorial Card f o r L e v i Sweet who d i e d May 2, 1891. L i s t s Clergyman,
B e a r e r s , and Jerome Cooper, Undertaker. Given by Wa l t e r Evans.

Argue E s t a t e , Anne Faery : 1 8 Photos o f 1986 F a i r a t Museum; Photo o f 1979 " Q u i l t e r s " ;
Two photos o f 4 t h grade v i s i t o r s f r om Thomas Marks School.

Don Croop: Photos o f Thomas Marks 2nd graders v i s i t to Museum in 1996; 12 photos o f
a r r i v a l and placement o f Randal l Rd. Schoo lhouse; , .2 photos o f new Storage Bu i l d ing .

Mar i l yn A l l g e i e r : Photos of Tugwe l l CottageTwo photos of Sunset I s l a n d ; and 1957 Photo of
members of Wilson Chapter 4268-OES.* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG: _

Esther Landy Leppich notes t h a t h e r m o t h e r, Frances Marks Landy, was born in 1900 at
Geneva, N Y, and h e r b r o t h e r , Edward Marks , was b o r n i n 1903.

H e r f a t h e r , Roy Landy, owned a f r u i t f a r m a t 425 L a k e S t r e e t , and was a v i l l a g e t r u s t e e
and member o f t h e Schoo l Board f o r many y e a r s . H e r g r a n d f a t h e r , Thomas M a r k s , S r . , ope ra ted
t h e Marks Nurse ry on Map le Road.

She w r i t e s t h a t she enjoys r e c e i v i n g t h e N e w s l e t t e r , and was p leased t o l e a r n t h a t h e r
s i s t e r , H a r r i e t N o l a n , was t h e fi r s t member t o " A d o p t - a - C a r " i n t h e D r . John Argue B u i l d i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

A r t S c h n o o r, Chairman of t h e Nominat ing Commi t tee , is g r a t e f u l t h a t most of t h e s o c i e t y ' s
o f fi c e r s a r e w i l l i n g to s e r v e aga in in 1997. Nominations were presen ted by him at t h e Novem‑
b e r meet ing, and nominees were e l e c t e d to o f fi c e at t h e December 1 6 t h meeting as f o l l o w s :

Dona ld B u r r o w s , P r e s i d e n t ; Ga ry F i t c h , V i ce -P res iden t ; Norman M a c A s k i l l , 2nd Vi ce -P res iden t ;
Richard Schmid le , Recording S e c r e t a r y ; Wanda B u r r o w s , Corresponding S e c r e t a r y ; and James
Wald ron , T r e a s u r e r .

Three t r u s t e e s were r e - e l e c t e d t o s e r v e u n t i l December 31 , 1999; Anne F a e r y , A r t S c h n o o r,
and D a r r e l l Smith.

A rea Chairmen _ e l e c t e d w e r e : L o i s Jennings, Acqu is i t i ons and Memoria ls; C e l e s t e Craw‑
f o r d , L i b r a r y and Genealog ica l ; V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , Sunday H o s t e s s e s ; J a n e t S p o r l e d e r , H i s t o r i ‑
c a l S i t e s ; N o r r i e D e s s o , R e f r e s h m e n t s ; M i l e s L innabery, Programs; Judy K i n g , C o n s t i t u t i o n
and By-Laws ; Don C r o o p , P u b l i c a t i o n s ; S a l l y S m i t h , Ways & Means ; and Anne A F a e r y , Membership.

O f fi c e r s appointed by t h e Board of D i r e c t o r s w i l l be approved at t h e J a n u a r y Board Mee t i ng .
A r t Schnoor has suggested t h a t n e x t y e a r any o f fi c e r who f e e l s he or she can n o t h o l d

o f fi c e f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r , shou ld p l e a s e n o t i f y t h e Nominat ing Comm. C h r m . , 3 months
be fo re t h e i r te rm o f o f fi c e exp i r es .* * * * * * * * * * * *
CEMETRRY WREATHS:

The Cemetery Advisory Board h a s aga in prov ided Memorial Wreaths f o r t h e Greenwood Cemete ry.
The w r e a t h s , which c o s t $25 e a c h , are p l a c e d by t h e g raves of l o v e d ones in e a r l y December,
ana removed i n t h e S p r i n g . The w r e a t h s , w i t h t h e i r p r e t t y r e d bows, b r i g h t e n u p t h e cemetery
du r i ng t h e d r a b w in te r months. * * * * * * * * * *

GREAT PERFORMANCE: . ; ;
Sandy St imson, who performed b e a u t i f u l l y o n t h e oboe a t a recen t Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y

musical at t h e Wilson Museum, a l s o p layed w i t h t h e B u f f a l o Philharmonic Orches t ra s e v e r a l
t imes d u r i n g t h e month of December.

% * a * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: t h e r e ' s a l o t to be s a i d about pa t ience . In t i m e , even an egy w i l l w a l k .

n * * * * * * * * %
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

El lsworth McKe lvey j o i ned t h e L i f e Membership C l a s s of t h e Wilson H i s to r i ca l S o c i e t y in
November, 1966. He was b o r n September 2 3 , 1916, a t Niagara F a l l s , N Y, t h e son of E l z i e C
and N e l l i e G . M c K e l v e y.

He received h i s education at t h e Niagara F a l l s H i g h School and t h e Bowman Technical Schoo l
a t L a n c a s t e r , P a . H e married Bess A . M c K e l v e y, and t h e y had two c h i l d r e n , Joanne L . and E r i c
S . M c K e l v e y. Bess passed away August 3 1 , 1995.

E l l swo r th at tends t h e Grace Lutheran Church o f Niagara F a l l s , and d u r i n g World War I I ,
served w i t h t h e 299 Engineers BN of t h e U . S . A r m y.

P r i o r t o h i s w i f e ' s d e a t h , h e was i n c h a r g e o f t h e 1903 C a b o o s e ; b u i l t s h e l v i n g i n t h e
museum's l i b r a r y ; and cleaned and. p a i n t e d t h e 2-wheel Hose C a r t i n t h e " C a r r i a g e Room".

E l l swo r th says t h a t he would l i k e to become a c t i v e aga in i n the " c a r e and r e p a i r "
a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e museum. * * * * * * * * * *

W e a l s o welcome E l s i e Gust in o f B r a d e n t o n , F 1 l . , who h a s become a L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson
S o c i e t y th rough t h e c o u r t e s y o f L e e B i c k f o r d o f Niagara F a l l s .

E l s i e was b o r n in Germany on May 22, 1923, t h e daughter o f Herman and C l a r a L a n g e . She was
64 years o l d when she moved to Wi lson w i t h h e r paren ts .

She graduated f r o m Wilson Cen t ra l . High Schoo l in 1941, and l a t e r married M r . Gustin. There
were no ch i ld ren, .and. -he passed away about 3%years ago.

H e r f a t h e r , Herman L a n g e , served w i t h t h e German Army d u r i n g World War I , and h e passed
away in 1972. H e r m o t h e r , C l a r a is in a N u r s i n g Home, and celebrated h e r 100th B i r t h d a y on
December 18 , 1996.

E l s i e enjoys g o l fi n g at t h e R o l l i n g G r e e n G o l f C l u b in Bradenton.* * * * * * * * * *
POLITICS AS USUAL:

The l a s t e lec t i on suggests t h a t p o l i t i c a l candidates a r e a l w a y s " o p e n season" to t h e i r
p o l i t i c a l opponents. Reminds us of a s t o r y we read about Rex Tu g w e l l , who grew up in Wilson
and l a t e r served on P r e s . Rooseve l t ' s Cabinet d u r i n g t h e days o f t h e "New D e a l " .

Rex was Ass is tant S e c r e t a r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e , and i n a speech b e f o r e t h e Nat iona l Democratic
Womens C lub was repor ted to have s a i d , "One of t h e o l d e s t and q u i e t e s t roads to contentment
l i e s t h r o u g h t h e conventional t r i n i t y of "Wine, Women, and Song . " Tha t r e m a r k , p l u s t h e
statement t h a t , "American women should f o l l o w t h e example of M r s . Roosevel t and serve l i t e
wines in t h e i r homes." were r e a d to t h e Rose C i t y P a r k Methodist-Episcopal C h u r c h , and r e ‑
su l ted in the congregation demanding t h a t if t he statements were t r u e , Tugwel l should be asked
t o  r e s i g n .

Tugwel l responded t h a t he mere l y used the statements in a p l e a f o r temperance--asking
women to use t h e i r influence to draw t h e c o u n t r y away f r o m s t r o n g l i q u o r s , and use instead
l i t e wines or b e e r. . os* * * * * * * * * *
ADOPT-A-CAR UPDATE:

Dain a n d Judy King. w i l l adopt t he 1923 Chevro le t 1 Ton t r u c k and the 1919 Ford T. T.
t r u c k . The 1919 Ford Truck was o r i g i n a l l y restored b y Les Myers, and the 1923 Chevrolet t r uck
was the l a s t one b u i l t in t h a t per iod w i t h a f o u r cy l inder engine.

Wa l l y and Chris Goodman have adopted t h e 1959 C o n v e r t i b l e , and t h i s beaut i fu l car was
donated t o t h e museum b y M r s . James Oldham o f L o c k p o r t .

The l a t e Bob Rose was t h e fi r s t Ant ique C a r Chairman f r o m 1980 t h r o u g h 1985, anda t h e l a t e
Geo rge L i n n a b e r y was Chairman f r o m 1986 t h r o u g h 1987. J im P i s e l l o was chairman d u r i n g 1988
and 1989, and W a l l y Goodman and C l a r k Stimson were co-chairmen f r o m 1990 t h r o u g h 1996* * * *“* * * * * *
WORKERS NEEDED:

A l l s tand ing committees need v o l u n t e e r s ‐ ‐ y o u r choice. A l s o needed i s someone t o t a k e over
t h e photograph albums and g e t them up to d a t e . There a r e a l s o areas to be repa in ted b o t h i n ‑
cide ana outside the museum b u i l d i n g s a n d , d o n ' t f o r g e t , k e e p an eye on t h e o l G schoolhouse-‑
you may a l s o b e a b l e t o h e l p o u t t h e r e . The museum w i l l b e a s good a s you make i t .

: * * * * * * * * * *

REMEMBER THE YEAR 1931?
That was t h e year t h e " S t a r Spanglec Banner" was se lected over"America t h e Beaut i fu l " as

o u r Nat ional Anthem. I t was a l s o when "Scar face" Capone went to j a i l f o r income t a x evesion.
The Empire S t a t e B u i l c i n y was completed to a h e i g h t cf 1,250 f e e t , and we hac a chance to

j o u p i n what was then t h e w o r l é ' s t a l l e s t p u i l d i n g . W e t o o k the "Express" e l e v a t o r cowa anc
r e c a l l t h a t c u r f e e t seemed t o "hover " above t h e e l e v a t o r fl c o r u n t i l w e reached ground l e v e l .

The “ G r e a t Depression" causec p a y r o l l s tc crop about 40%, ané secretaries vere l u c k y if
t hey earnec 25¢ an H o u r.

And, i z you th ink modern dances a r e c r a z y , how a b o u t t h e " S h a y " , t ne " L i n a y Hoo", t h e
"Susie Q " , o r t h e " J i t t e r b u g " - - - t h e y were a l l p o p u l a r i n 1931.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

We welcome Wi l l i am and L inda Richards o f P lano ,TX, (cour tesy o f J o y c e Richards o f W i l son ) ;
a l s o nev Junior Member, B i l l Banagis of Wi lson. B u i l d i n g f u n d contributions received f r o m
G a i l ene Tom Jeacockx, Canada, a l s o J a n e t t a F r e d e r i c k s , G e r r y & Bernice B r o w n , and L e s t e r C l a r k .* * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS:

The Boaré o f D i rec to r s w i l l meet a t t h e museum, Jan . 8 t h , 7:30 PM. Regu la rMeeting w i l l be
at t h e museum, J a n . 20th, 7:30 PM. P r o g r a m w i l l be announced.* * * * * * * * * * :
LAST WORD:

R e c a l l i t a s o f t e n a s you w i s h . . . a happy memory never wears o u t .* * * * * * * * * *
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EARLY DAYS AT "SUNSET ISLAND":
In 1908, t h e Wilson mainland wes t of t h e Boathouse was separated f r o m L a k e O n t a r i o by

Twelve M i l e Creek and t h e peninsu la known as " S u n s e t I s l a n d . " At t h a t t i m e , t h e peninsula e x ‑
tended west f r o m t h e mouth of t h e c r e e k to t h e F o o t e F a r m , (Roosevelt Beach area)
B o a t e r s or i c e s k a t e r s c o u l d r o w or s k a t e up t h e c r e e k p a s t P lumb's Bridce Mameias) and
Qu ie t t ' s B r idge (Moot ' s ) to Bu l lheadP o i n t and beyond.

According to t h e l a t e Fay Campbe l l , t h e c r e e k b r o k e t h r o u g h t h e peninsula near F o o t e ' s f a r m
in 1912, and l e f t a s m a l l s t r i p of l a n d which was c a l l e d "Crowie's I s l a n d " There were some
t r e e s o n i t , and Fay h e l p e d Crowie saw them down t h e f o l l o w i n g w i n t e r .

In t h e S p r i n g , two more n a r r o w s t r i p s of l a n d on t h e peninsula washed i n t o t h e l a k e , and
t h e c r e e k west o f " S u n s e t I s l a n d " became p a r t o f Lake On ta r i o . " S u n s e t I s l a n d " , h o w e v e r, was
s t i l l a peninsula because i t was j o i n e d to t h e mainland by a sandbar which c l o s e d o f f t h e area
where t h e c r e e k once j o i n e d t h e Wilson h a r b o r o r B a y.

I t i s be l i eved t h a t in t h e e a r l y 1800 's t h e i s l a n d was a hun t ing ground f o r t h e N e u t e r and
Tuscarora I n d i a n s , and t h i s theo ry is based on t h e f a c t t h a t hundreds of a r r o w heads were f o u n d
t h e r e . Reference was a l s o made to an o l d b u r i a l ground at t h e eastern end of the I s l and . The
l a t e Bess C r a w f o r d , who spent most o f h e r l i f e o n the I s l a n d , wrote t h a t t h e r e was n o r e c o r d
of the persons bur ied t h e r e , b u t t h e b u r i a l s i t e ' s loca t i on was w e l l establ ished.

Resident ia l development of t h e I s l a n d s t a r t e d when George Moule bought t h e c e n t r a l and eas t
po r t i ons , and c leared o f f many o f t h e huge white caks t h a t were on i t . I n 1888, he engaged
E.V.W. Dox o f Wilson t o survey t h e c e n t r a l sect ion i n t o 40' l o t s o n b o t h t h e l a k e and creek
sides o f t h e I s l a n d . H e named i t "Maple Grove P a r k " , and b u i l t a c o t t a y e a i o n g t h e c r e e k . H is
nephew, Mi les Vosbury, and h i s new br ide l i v e d in i t thus becoming t h e fi r s t permanent res idents .

I n 1899, "Jake" M i l l e r o f P i t t s b u r g bought two l o t s f r o m h i s f r i e n d , M o u l e , and f rom t h a t
Gay o n , development of the I s l a n d became an obsession w i t h him. He g r a d u a l l y t ook over Maple
Grove Park by purchasing l o t a f t e r l o t which he then r e - s o l d to o thers . In o rde r to keep " h i s "
I s l a n d t h e way he: wanted i t , h o w e v e r , h e p l a c e d r e s t r i c t i o n s o n p u r c h a s e r s , and o l d p r o p e r t y
Geeds show t h a t l o t owners were p r o h i b i t e d f r o m s e l l i n g l i q u o r , o r r a i s i n g p i g s o r chickens.

M i l l e r r e t i r e d f r o m h i s e l e c t r i c a l business i n P i t t s b u r g i n 1905, and moved t o Wilson p e r ‑
m a n e n t i y. He immediately s e t a b o u t improving t h e I s l a n d by i n s t a l l i n g a c e t y l e n e g a s , and
b u i l d i n g a power p l a n t t o p rov ide res idents w i t h e l e c t r i c i t y . L a t e r h e e r e c t e d a water tower
and pumping s t a t i o n s o water c o u l d b e piped i n t o each c o t t a g e .

Improvements a l s o inc luded an octagon shaped dance h a l l where week end dances were h e l d , ano
a " P a r k Theater " where movies were shown o n Satu rday n i g h t s . Other a t t r a c t i o n s were a bowl ing
a l l e y , p o o l room, b a s e b a l l fi e l d , and t e n n i s c o u r t s .

H i s b i g g e s t v e n t u r e was a new h o t e l which h e l a t e r s o l d t o a M r . W a l t e r s , who r e s o l d i t t o
Wi l l i am Wr igh t o f P i t t s b u r g . Wr i g h t named i t t h e P i t t s b u r g H o t e l , and h e ope ra ted i t success ‑
f u l l y u n t i l 1913 when i t bu rned t o t h e ground i n a s p e c t a c u l a r fi r e . I t was n e v e r r e b u i l t .

When t h e M i l l e r s d i e d , t h e I s l a n d ' s r e s i d e n t s formed t h e i r own govern ing body which was
named "The S u n s e t Beach C o l o n y, I n c . " A womens a u x i l i a r y was a l s o formed t o arranwe f o r Gances,
or o t h e r enter ta inment .

A l o c a l musica l y r o u p f r o m Wi lson p layed f o r some of t h e e a r l y d a n c e s , and t h e musicians
were C l a r e Coe , S a x ; S t a n l e y G i l e s , Trumpet ; " P u t t y " J o h n s o n , Drums; Jenn ie M e r i l , P i a n o r ;
and H a r o l d A l b r i g h t , Ban jo .

From 1930 t h r o u g h 1934, ano ther musical g r o u p p l a y e d a t t h e I s l a n d u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f
M a r j o r i e (Crossman) H u r l b u r t . Members of t h a t g r o u p w e r e , L a r r y P e a s e , S a x ; H a r r y Hambl in ,
Trumpet ; Ron Hambl in , P iano ; " W i l l i e " Rockwood, Drums; Richard Loomis, S a x ; and P e t e B u r ‑
m a s t e r ,  B a s s .

The band c a l l e d themselves t h e " I n d i g o e r s " , a n d t h e i r theme song was a h i t o f t h e t i m e s ,
"Mood I n d i g o " .

Today, a l t h o u g h much o f t h e I s l a n d ' s n o r t h s h o r e h a s eroded i n t o t h e l a k e , i t s t i l l remains
a p r o t e c t i v e b u f f e r between L a k e O n t a r i o and t h e Wilson mainland.

. * * * * * * * * ve a

CON'RiBU?IONS:
Cont r ibu t ions to t h e Bu i l d i ng Funds have been rece ived r e c e n t l y f r o m Ted and M e l v a B u l l ;

Jonn enc Barbara (Gale) Coven ; J o e and Marguer i te G e i s e r ; W. R. Reese ; G a r r y P e t t i t , and
Robert and Al thea Eastman, ; ,* * * e & * * * &

SOUNDINGS:
Marr iage i s a good thina. I f i t w e r e n ' t f o r ma r r i age , husbencs and wives wou ld have to

q u a r r e l w i t h s t range rs . ,
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1977 QUILT READY;

B e t t y Stimson has announced t h a t t h e g u i l t f o r t h e 1997 Memorial Day F a i r on May 2 6 t h , w i l l
be a "Caro l ina L i l y " .

O t h e r p r i z e s to be drawn t h a t day w i l l i nc lude an A fghan , Woodcarving, Wilson Sketchbook ,
and Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty Recipe Book .

A l l members o f t h e s o c i e t y shou ld rece ive a book o f t i c k e t s enc losed w i t h t h i s l e t t e r a n d ,
s ince t h e qu i l t - d raw ing i s a v e r y important p a r t o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s fi m d - r a i s i n g e f f o r t s , i t i s
s incere ly hoped t h a t you w i l l s u p p o r t t h i s e f f o r t as y o u have in t h e p a s t .

P l e a s e r e t u r n y o u r t i c k e t s t u b s and donations to B e t t y St imson, Box 162, Wi lson , N Y, 14172.* * * * * * * * * *
COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES:

The Tabor Br i cye and Wilson Landing h i s t o r i c a l m a r k e r s have been f r e s h l y p a i n t e d , thanks t o
J a n e t S p o r l e d e r , Chrm. o f t h e H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s Committee. The soc ie t y i s a l s o y r a t e f u l t o t h e
town of Wi lson's Highway Depar tment who remove and r e p l a c e t h e s igns when necessary.

The Randa l l Road Schoolhouse b e l l and f r a m e have been welded by Don Burrows who sa id t h e
b e l l must have been r u n g a l o t because t h e " c l a p p e r " , which was once r o u n d , i s now fl a t t e n e d
o n b o t h s ides where i t came i n c o n t a c t w i t h t h e b e l l .

S a l l y Smi th , Chrm. o f t h e Ways & Means Comm., w i t h an a s s i s t f r o m S a r a B e r r y , s o r t e d o u t and
r e - a r r a n y e d b o o k l e t s , t - s h i r t s , and o t h e r souven i rs i n t h e museum.

* * * * * * * * *k *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

In p a s t y e a r s , youngsters f r o m b o t h t h e Un i ted S t a t e s and Canada have occas iona l l y made
i n q u i r i e s about t h e Wilson Museum, b u t i t was q u i t e a surorise when one was rece ived f r o m
A r g e n t i n a , S o u t h America.

The l e t t e r was w r i t t e n i n Enclish b y Wilson Ramon Lopez , a n e l e v e n y e a r o l d boy l i v i n g i n
t h e s m a l l town of Ascension, A rgen t i na .

H e n o t e d t h a t h e " l o v e d c a r s - - e s p e c i a l l y t h e o l d o n e s , and reques ted i n f o r m a t i o n , p h o t o s ,
o r any th ing e l s e t h a t migh t b e u s e f u l f o r a schoo l resea rch p r o j e c t . "

Since t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty t r y s t o "a im t o p l e a s e " , w e s e n t young Lopez some o f t h e
items he wanted. -Wé hope they h e l p him g e t an " A " on h i s resea rch p r o j e c t .

* * *& * * * * * * *
SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT:

I nt h e O c t . News le t t e r w ew e r e _ i n - e r r o ron-the growth and l o c a t i o n o ft h e Marks N u r s e r y. M r .
Marks brought i t t o ou r a t ten t i on and we are g l a d to s e t the record s t r a i g h t because we, l i k e
Tom, be l ieve t h a t t h e record ing of h i s t o r y should be accurate. 2

Thomas Marks ar r i ved in Wilson in 1410, and purchased p a r t of the Ar thur Pease fa rm on |
Maple Road. H e and h i s w i f e had two c h i l d r e n , Francis and Edward, and t h e fam i l y l i v e d o n
Lake S t r e e t dur ing nego t ia t i ons and building o f t h e i r house on Maple Road.

When Thomas Marks daughter, F r a n c i s , married Roy Landy, he helped them obta in a f a r m on
Leke S t r e e t known a s t h e “ Tu y w e l l P l a c e " which t h e y farmed f o r many years . The f a r m i s now
owned by the Mawhineys.

Edward worked w i t h h i s f a t h e r , Thomas, o n t h e Maple Road f r u i t f a r m and n u r s e r y, and when
youny Thomas E . became o l d enough, h e a l s o helped o u t and went t o market w i t h h i s g r a n d f a t h e r .

When Thomas E. was ab le to y e t h i s d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e , he took over t he market ing of f r u i t
and would s t a r t o u t 3 or 4 days a week at 3a.m. and d r i v e to the l a r y e Farmers M a r k e t a t
C l i n t o n & Ba i l ey i n B u f f a l o where h e s o l d t h e produce f r o m t h e f a r m .

In 1952, Thomas E. Marks purchased l a n d on t h e Lake Road. Route 18 , (where t h e nursery
b u i l d i n g s now s tand) f r o m W a l t e r and Jane Moxham, p a r e n t s o f A t t y . Wa l t e r Moxham o f Wilson.

In 1968, a f t e r s e v e r a l years o f fa rm ing and p lann ing , he g o t t h e necessary permi ts f r o m t h e
Town of Wi lson to b u i l d , e r e c t a s i g n , and open a business, and in t h e Spr ing of 1969, t h e
Thomas Marks N u r s e r y opened f o r business at 4402 E a s t Lake Road.

Since t h e n , under t h e d i r e c t i o n o f Thomas E . M a r k s , t h e N u r s e r y h a s grown i n t o a s i z a b l e
business w i t h one of t h e l a r g e s t assortment of p l a n t s anywhere.* * * * * * * * * *
STAR OVER WILSON:

We drove around s e v e r a l communities d u r i n g t h e Ho l i day Season and concluded t h a t decora ‑
t i o n s in Wilson were as p r e t t y as any in ne ighbor ing towns. Wewere e s p e c i a l l y a t t r a c t e d to
a l a r g e s t a r suspended f r o m a c rane n e a r t h e h a r b o r - - a b e a u t i f u l c r e a t i o n by Don S i n c l a i r , J r .

On Christmas Eve D a y, an u n u s u a l s i g h t caugh t o u r eye w h i l e d r i v i n g a l o n g t h e Lower Riduve
a t Cambria. Thousands o f wh i te sea g u l l s were b r i l i a n t l y s i l houe t ted agains t : dark b l a c k c louds
o v e r Lake Onta r io .

Other s p e c i a l Christmas " t r e a t s " were a l i v e Manger Scene enacted in f r o n t of E x l e y U .M.
Church and a b e a u t i f u l c a n d l e l i g h t serv ice a t t h e church o n Christmas E v e .

% * * * * * v * & *

WILSON'S "APPLE DROP":
It was t h e y e a r 1988 when F l o y d C l a r k f o u n d a l a r g e aluminum b a l l in a2s c r ap yarc, and

decided i t wou ld b e fi t t i n g i f Wilson had i t s own New Y e a r ' s Eve " A p p l e D r o p " - - a f t e r a l l , i s n ' t
Wilson surrounded by dozens of w e l l - k e p t a p p l e orchards?

So F l o y d had t h e t e n f o o t b a l l p a i n t e d r e d and decorated w i t h l i g h t s , and on New Ye a r ' s E v e ,
Wilson's " L i t t l e A p p l e " had i t s fi r s t d r o p to u s h e r in a New Ye a r .

The s u c c e s s f u l e v e n t has a t t r a c t e d hundreds o f persons each y e a r , and t h i s y e a r ' s c e l e b r a ‑
t i o n s t a r t e d w i t h music f r o m 10:20 to Midnicht.

The Wilson event d i d n o t yo unnoticed because f o r t h e p a s t t h ree y e a r s , F l o y d has a l s o been
Gropping a " B a l l " f o r t h e Niagara F a l l s F e s t i v a l of L i g h t s Committee.

L o c a l Wilson businessmen and V o l . F i r e C o . #1 a l s o coopera te to make sure t h e New Ye a r
a r r i v e s s a f e l y i n Wilson.

* * * * &k * * * * *
BON MOT: One of y o u r g r e a t e s t possessions is t h e 24 hours directly ahead of y o u .

Ww * *& * * * * * :
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NEW LIFE MEMBER:

E l t o n R. K r o p p of Wi lson has b e e n y i v e n a L i f e Membership in t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y
b y a c t i o n o f t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s . E l t o n h a s n o t o n l y made su re t h a t t h e museum Grounds a r e
k e p t in A - 1 c o n d i t i o n , b u t has a l s o been most accomodating and a lways on c a l l whenever t h e need
a r i s e s .

E l t o n was b o r n in B u f f a l o , June 2, 1923, t h e son of Herman and E l l a Giu l laume Kropp , anc
attended B u f f a l o School #48 ; Wilson D i s t . # 5 ; Wilson H i g h S c h o o l , and A e r o Tech a t G l e n d a l e , CA.

I n h i s marr iage t o June M . Zas t row t h e y had t h r e e c h i l d r e n ; Susan H o l l s o f A l l e n P a r k , M I ;
R u s s e l l K ropp o f Sump te r, S . C . ; and P a t r i c i a K . Marot ta o f L o c k p o r t , New Yo r k .

The Kropp f a m i l y has res ided in t h e town of Wilson s ince 1889, and E l t o n is a r e t i r e e of
Harr ison R a d i a t o r , member o f UAW 686 R e t i r e e s , and t h e Ret i rees A u t o T r a v e l C l u b .

He is a l s o a member of t h e Niagara Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, t h e Niagara C o u n t y Genealogical
S o c i e t y, and t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f N o r t h German S t a t e s i n Western New Yo r k .* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

C l a s s of 1945, Wilson H igh School v i a Ruth M o o r e , Ransomvi l le ,NY: Brochure of Members of
C l a s s of 1945,-and a framed p i c t u r e of C l a s s Members who at tended t h e i r 5 0 t h reun ion on 11/96.

M r s . Me l va Upston, Newfane: Newspaper C l i p p i n g s ; 2 Scrapbooks; 4 Mayazines; 3 Photo Copies
of Chi ldren-Dist . 4, " N u r s e r y Land ABC"‐- Raphae l Tu c k P u b l . ; Sheet M u s i c ; Wilson H i g h School
Commencement Prog ram (1934 ) -S t . P e t e r s (1954} ; Photocopies of Concordia Lu the ran Church a c t i v i ‑
t i e s ; Pho to of Reunion at Maple Road S c h o o l .

Ru th S t e v e n s K r a m e r , Ransomville: Framed Copy of "Declaration of Independance" f o r S c h o o l ‑
house--used by E d i t h FreemanS t e v e n s when she t a u g h t . (Ru th and d a u g h t e r , E d i t h , b o t h at tenced
D i s t . #8 Schoolhouse.

H e l e n and Durwood Bendt : Books used b y N e l l i e S m a l l i n g B e n d t , Durwood B e n d t , and o t h e r s .
T h i r t y two cop ies , 1860 through 1951.

M r s . Josephine C o n n o r : B o o k , " D r a k e ' s Radio Cyclopedia" (1928)
Donald Wi l t se : P r o t r a c t o r f o r Schoolhouse.* * *"* * * * * * *

BEST WISHES:
Bea Hicks of S. SanFrancisco n o t e s t h a t " J i m " , ( L t . C o l . F l o y d H i c k s ) ce lebra ted h i s 9 0 t h

B i r t h d a y r e c e n t l y . Son S c o t t a t tended f r o m L o s A n g e l e s ; daugh te r Claudia fl e w i n f r o m Phoenex ,
A Z ; Granddaughter L a u r a and husband , Michael D i x o n , d rove f r o m G l e n d a l e , A Z ; and Marion Winger
and Agnes Shanahan of Wilson were a l s o present f o r t he specia l oceeasion.* * * * * * * * * *
JANUARY BOARD MEETING:

The Board of Directors met on January 8 t h , and approved the appointments of the f o l l o w i n g
members: Dorothy M a x fi e l d , C u r a t o r ; Dan K ing , Finance Chrm/Storage Barn C h r m ' ; E leanor Myers ,
Barnum B u i l d i n g ; E d A l l g e i e r , F i t t r o Shop; E l t o n Kropp, Grounds; Gary F i t c h , C o n s t r u c t i o n ;
Hoyt & Norr ie Desso , Depot ; A r t Schnoor,Nominating Comm/Planning Comm. Chrm; Wa l l y Goodman
and B i l l R o s e , Co-Chairmen, D r . Argue B u i l d i n g ; D a r r e l l Sm i th , Caboose; and Micky H u n t e r ,
Carr iage Room/Shelter. - ;

1997 members of t h e F a i r Committee w i l l be Lo i s Barnum, Chrm. , Gary F i t c h , Ron Z a u n e r,
Ne t t i e St imson, and D a r r e l l Smith.

* *& * *& * * * * * *
CONGRATULATIONS:

Happy B i r t h d a y t o V e r g i l (Singer) S c o t t , who c e l e b r a t e s h e r 7 0 t h b i r t h d a y o n Feb . 1 8 , 1997.
V e r g i l , who l i v e s i n A u s t i n , Te x a s , j o i ned t h e s o c i e t y i n 1980, and became a L i f e Member
in 1988.

I n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h e r m o t h e r ' s b i r t h d a y, L a u r a and husband , Georye Monaghan, have mace a
subs tan t ia l con t r ibu t ion to t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. L a u r a s a y s , "My mother has a l w a y s
expressed fond memories o f h e r chi ldhood in W i l s o n , and has a Sincere apprec ia t ion f o r t h e
cause o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y* * * * * * * * * *
FEBRUARY CALENDAR:

Feb. 12 , 1997: Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing, 7 ; 3 0 pm, a t t h e museum.
Feb . 1 7 , 1997: R e g u l a r Meet ing. P rog ram to be announced.* * * * * * * * * *

NEW MEMBERS:
P l e a s e welcome L a r r y and L i s a Bu lmer o f W i l s o n , a l s o , M a r i l y n Rogenmoser o f M i d d i e p o r t , NY.* * * * * * * * * *

ADOPT-A-CAR UPDATE:
L a r r y and L i s a Bu lmer have decided to adop t t h e 1927 Reo Wolverine Coupe, and t h e 1957

L inco ln Mark I I , The Reo has a 50 h . p . s i x c y l i n d e r engine, 4 wheel hyd rau l i c b rakes and s t r a p
shock absorbers . D r . A r g u e acquired i t f r o m Bessie Er ion S w i f t o f M t . M o r r i s , and a l l t h e p a r t s
were i n b a s k e t s when h e res to red i t .

A s o f t h i s N e w s l e t t e r , t h i r t e e n o f o v r members h a v e adopted 1 0 o f t h e c a r s i n t h e D r . John
F. Argue Memorial C a r B u i l d i n g .

te * * * *x * * * * *

REMEMBER FEBRUARY 1932?
Tha t was when Amelia Ea rha r t became t h e fi r s t woman to make a s o l o t ransa t l an t i c fl i g h t

f r o m Newfoundland to I r e l a n d in 15 h o u r s ; F rank l i n D e l a n o Rooseve l t was e l e c t e d to t h e fi r s t
o f h i s f o u r terms a s P r e s i d e n t ; Radio C i t y Music H a l l i n New Yo r k C i t y opened w i t h a s e a t i n g
capac i ty of 6,200; and t h e p o p u l a r song c red i t ed to t h e G r e a t Depression w a s , " B r o t h e r , Can
You Spare a Dime?" * * * * * *x * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: Noth ing c o n f u s e s a man more t h a n to d r i v e behind a woman who does every th ing

r i g h t . * * * * * * * * * *
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WILSON IN THE 20TH CENTURY:
The l a t e Fay Campbel l entered t h i s w o r l d when t h e ho rse and buygy were beginning to make

way f o r t h a t new fang led i n v e n t i o n , t h e " h o r s e l e s s c a r r i a g e " . I n f a c t , when h e was s i x years
o l d , h e g o t t h e t h r i l l o f h i s l i f e when S t a n l e y Dwight gave him a r i d e i n h i s new c r e a t i o n ,
t h e Wilson Automobile.

He r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e machine was b u i l t by Dwigh t ' s new Wilson Automobile Manufac tur ing C o . ,
and appeared to l o o k l i k e a buggy sea t on a p l a t f o r m supported by f o u r wheels. It was steered
by a handle attached to a b a r ex tend ing f r o m t h e f r o n t a x l e .

A f e w years l a t e r , when Fay was t e n years o l d , h e , W i l l i e B e l l , Eddie F i l l i n g h a m , and E a r l
A r m s t r o n g , decided t o b u i l d t h e i r own " a u t o " f r o m a Democrat Wagon. They s teered i t w i t h a
c o u p l e o f ropes and pushed i t back o f t h e g o l f course where t h e y r o l l e d i t down a s t e e p h i l l .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , Fay broke h i s l e g when h e g o t i t caugh t i n one o f t h e w h e e l s , and D r . D r a p e r .
p u t h i s l e g in a c a s t and he had to l i e in bed a month u n t i l i t hea led .

F a y ' s g r a n d p a r e n t: s owned t h e p rope r t y t h a t would l a t e r b e known a s t h e F o o t e Farm and , a t
t h a t time it was connected to "Sunset Is land" by a narrow peninsula--sometimes known as the
sheep p a t h because sheep were dr iven over i t to t h e " Is land" where they could graze in compara‑
t i v e s a f e t y .

There used t o b e a l o t o f i c e - s k a t i n g par t ies o n Twelve M i l e C r e e k , and Fay reca l led t h a t
he saw as many as 200 couples on the C r e e kat one time. He believed t h a t two of t h e b e s t young
s k a t i n g couples were F loyd and Margare t Wilson and Lou and Bessie C r a w f o r d , and since the peni ‑
s u l a separated the Creek f rom the L a k e , s k a t e r s could go up the Creek beyond Plumb's Br idge .

Harwood l a t e r bought the Foote Farm, and Roosevelt Beach was born when he developed the p r o ‑
p e r t y i n t o 20 f o o t l o t s f o r co t tages . Since the l o t s were s m a l l , sewage was inadequate and
l a t e r became a problem.

The Campbell home was about a m i l e west of t he v i l l a g e on route 18 and, as Roosevelt Beach
developed, t h e Campbells found a good marke t f o r t h e i r c h i c k e n s , eggs , f r u i t , and o t h e r produce.
F a y, who was t h e o l d e s t of t h e "Campbell K i d s " , q u i t h i g h schoo l at t h e end of h i s 2nd year to
h e l p h i s f a t h e r who was c r i p p l e d up w i t h rheumatism.

Dur ing t h e w in te r months he found o t h e r t h i n g s to do and , a t age e igh teen , worked in t h e
Ta g g a r t & Stevens Warehouse near t h e depo t . T h a t was t h e year t h e 1912 s t a t i o n was remod led ,
and h e remembered seeing t h e b r i c k l a y e r s l a y t h e w a l k s around t h e depo t .

Ta g g a r t sometimes had h i s w o r k e r s n a i l covers on a p p l e b a r r e l s at t h e Coomer Road s i d i n g ,
and t h e a p p l e - fi l l e d b a r r e l s had t o b e p i l e d t h r e e h i g h . Since Fay was o f s l i g h t b u i l d , i t
was ha rd f o r him to do i t , and he bel ieved it was one of t h e h a r d e s t jobs he ever haa.

Some of t h e g r a v e l t h a t was used to b u i l d l o c a l highways was dug by hand a l o n g t h e n o r t h
shore o f "Sunset I s l a n d " . A s a r e s u l t , l a r y e h o l e s were formed a s men used shove ls and dyna ‑
m i t e to b reak up t h e g r a v e l . The g r a v e l was shoveled i n t o wagons, b u t cou ld o n l y be b r o u g h t to
t h e mainland when 12 M i l e Creek was f r o z e n o v e r.

Sometimes, t h e heavy wagons w i t h t h e i r teams would b r e a k th rough t h e i c e , and o t h e r teams
had t o b e used t o p u l l them o u t . M e r r i t Swick was one o f t h e d r i v e r s t h a t b r o k e th rough t h e
i c e q u i t e o f t e n . It d i d n ' t seem to b o t h e r h im t o o much--he'd j u s t go home, g e t h i s team of
m u l e s , t h e n p u l l h i s h o r s e s and wagon o n t o d r y l a n d .

Another custom o f t h o s e e a r l y days was t o v i s i t t h e b a r b e r o n S a t u r d a y n i g h t . Few p e o p l e
bo thered to shave themselves so t h e fi v e or s i x b a r b e r s in Wilson were a l w a y s k e p t b u s y. He
s a i d you s t i l l had t o w a i t your t u r n because t h e r e was a l w a y s a l i n e - u p .

There were a l s o -: no organized s p o r t i n g events at t h e schoo l so b a s k e t b a l l games were
p l a y e d in t h e h a l l b a c k of t h e Johnson/Middleton D r u g s t o r e . R o l l e r s k a t i n y was a ; s o enjoyed
t h e r e , and F a y r e c a l l e d t h a t h e used t o pedd le b i l l s a l l day f o r t h e Wi l son " S t a r " t o e a r n a
q u a r t e r f o r s k a t i n g .

Dur ing World War I , he belonged to t h e Home G u a r d , and t h e r e were 108 men in h i s o u t fi t .
They were commanded by J u l e s W e a v e r , Capta in , "Bu tch " B iga low, l s t L i e u t . , Mark W i l s o n ,
2nd L i e u t . , and H a r r y H o l d e n , 3 r d L i e u t . , and t h e y d r i l l e d a l l w i n t e r l o n g . T h e i r g r e y uni forms
l e g g i n s , and h a t s , were furn ished by t h e government.

It was around 1925 when Fay decided to go i n t o t h e g r o c e r y business. He remembered t h e time
w e l l because i t was when t h e fi r s t wa te r l i n e s were b e i n g l a i d i n t h e v i l l a g e . H e cou ld never
f o r g e t t h e t ime when "Bookie" Wilson d r o v e h i s t r u c k i n t o one o f t h e open t r e n c h e s , and i t
t o o k t h r e e days t o g e t i t o u t .

F a y ' s younger s i s t e r , Dora Wakeman, r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e s t o r e was on Young S t r e e t at t h e s i t e
of t h e present Laundromat and H e a l t h C l u b , and be l ieves t h a t t h e o l d b u i l d i n g behind t h e
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laundromat was once t h e i c e house used in connect ion w i t h t h e G r o c e r y s t o r e .
Fay s o l d B l u e Ribbon H o t Dogs, and i t was about 1926 when h e e n t e r e d a " B l u e Ribbon F l o a t "

in the Fireman Fie lday Parade and won fi r s t p r i z e .
One day a Hobo came to t h e s t o r e l ook ing f o r w o r k , and Fay asked him i f he c o u l d c u t meat .

The hobo s a i d t h a t he c o u l d because h i s f a t h e r once owned a butcher s t o r e in Chicago. Fay t o l d
him to g e t c leaned u p , which he d i d , and he soon became a v e r y good employee at t h e s t o r e .

In t h e e a r l y days of t h e G r e a t Depression, t h e Wilson S t a t e Bank c l o s e d " f r e e z i n g " e v e r y ‑
o n e ' s a s s e t s . Fay t o o k a C i v i l S e r v i c e exam and became a s u b s t i t u t e f o r m a i l c a r r i e r , W i l l i am
K r u s k e . They d iv ided u p t h e r o u t e ana F a y ' s p o r t i o n was n i n e m i l e s l o n g . A f t e r meeting t h e
m a i l t r a i n i n t h e morning and making h i s r o u n d s , i t was o f t e n Gark when h e r e t u r n e d home w i t h
h i s horse ana buggy ‑

H e y a v e u p h i s m a i l r o u t e , ( w h i c h was t a k e n o v e r b y "Speedy McC le l l an ) and decided t o y o
i n t o t h e g l a d i o l a business. He s t a r t e d o u t by p l a n t i n g one m i l l i o n b u l b s on 40 acres of l a n d ,
p a r t o f which i s now t h e s i t e o f t h e Thomas M a r k s S c h o o l . B u l b s had t o b e p l a n t e d b y hand
s t a r t i n g June 2 8 t h t h r o u g h J u l y 1 0 t h , and much o f h i s h e l p came f r o m y o u n g s t e r s who were o u t
o f s c h o o l f o r t h e summer. He fi g u r e d t h a t i n h i s b e s t y e a r he harves ted 12-15 dezen " g l a d s " a
d a y, b u t a f t e r seven y e a r s in t h e business he d e c i d e d t h a t fi g h t i n g d i sease and t h e weather
w a s n ' t w o r t h t h e e f f o r t .

Fay was easy g o i n g , f r i e n d l y , and w e l l - l i k e d , a n d t o many persons i t seemed h e had been a
p a r t of Wi lson as l o n g as anyone c o u l d remember. D u r i n g t h e 1950 's he was f o n d l y known by
h i s d a u g h t e r ' s f r i e n c s a s “ U n c l e F a y " , and t h e y i r l s l i k e d t o p i c k f r u i t o n t h e Campbel l f a r m ,
a l t h o u g h most o f i t was ha rves ted b y p r o f e s s i o n a l p i c k e r s .

H e s a i d t h e g i r l s were s o n o i s y t h e y were b e t t e r t h a n sca re c r o w s , s o h e ' d have them p i c k
in the c e n t e r o f t h e orchard so t h e b i r ds would s t a y away f r o m t h e cher r ies . "Cindy" A l b r i g h t
and P r i s c e l l a B e r r y p i cked f r u i t t o ea rn money t o a t t e n d t h e Watson Homestead Methodist Camp
at Painted P o s t , N Y . , wh i l e o t h e r s included Marcia Wakeman, Caro l i ne Campbel l , and Linda Campbell

When Fay reached t h e aye o f 8 8 , h e was s t i l l a n a c t i v e b o w l e r w i t h t h e r e t i r e e s l e a g u e a t
Townl ine B o w l , and h i s average v a s b e t t e r than many o f h i s younger compet i to rs .

When h i s l i f e ended on November 2 3 , 1987, one c o u l d say t h a t a sh in ing r a y of l i g h t had
disappeared f r o m t h e Wilson scene.

* * * *x * * * *x * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Paul Harold of Chatham, V a . , has donated t h e book , "The Vi l l age Blacksmith", by Aldren A.
Watson ; a l s o copies o f the "Tin L i z z i e " , "O ld Ways Working Wood", and f o u r copies o f o l d
Car Jou rna ls .

Anthony French, Morehead C i t y, NC: Twenty-one photos of Wilson and f r iends of Helen French.
Charles Wilson: T h i r t y Books f o r the Randal l Road. Schoolhouse.
C l i f f o r d C o l l i n s , Ransomville: D i s c r i p t i v e Brochure of members of Wilson Class of 1945.* * * * * * * * * *

MUSEUM SCHEDULE: .
A l l Board of Director meetings are he ld on t h e 2nd Wednesday evening of each month, January

through December, 7:30 Pm. in the Pat te rson Room.
A l l r e g u l a r monthly meetings are h e l d on t h e t h i r d Monday evening of each month excluding

the months o f J u l y and August, 7:30 Pm. i n P a t t e r s o n Room. A l s o , the month o f June when the
a n n u a l dinner meeting i s h e l d i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g a t 6:00 Pm.

The Museum i s open t o v i s i t o r s Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4Pm. f r o m A p r i l th rough December.
Schoo l groups and o t h e r organ izat ions may a r r a n g e to v i s i t t h e museum by appointment. Reserva ‑
t i o n s may be made by c a l l i n g L u c i l l e U p t o n , Chrm. 751-6883.

. * * * * * * * * * *
QUILT TICKETS:

D o n ' t f o r g e t to send y o u r q u i l t donat ion s t u b s back to B e t t y St imson--the word is o u t t h a t
t h e "Caro l ina l i l y " i s b e a u t i f u l . A book o f t i c k e t s was s e n t o u t w i t h t h e February N e w s l e t t e r ,
b u t i f you d i d n ' t r e c e i v e o n g B e t t y has more . T i c k e t s t u b s and donations may be mai led or g i ven
to B e t t y Stimson B o x 162, W i l s o n , NY 14172.

I f you wou ld l i k e - t o see t h e q u i l t , s t o p i n a t t h e towu h a l l - - i t w i l l b e o n d i sp l ay t h e r e
u n t i l a f t e r t h e v i l l a y e e l e c t i o n o n M a r c h 1 8 t h .* * * * * * * * * *
MARCH PROGRAM:

A program t h a t shoulda b e o f y r e a t i n t e r e s t t o everyone i s planned f o r t h e March 17th meeting
o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Char les "Chuck" H o r t o n , who has an excep t i ona l l y fi n e c o l l e c t i o n o f postcards of the Wilson
a r e a , w i l l show some o f them a t t h e March meeting b y u s e o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s opaque p r o j e c t o r .

N o r r i e Desso a r r a n g e s f o r r e f r e s h m e n t s t o b e s e r v e d f o l l o w i n g m e e t i n g s .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP ROLL:

Yo u w i l l n o t e t h a t t h e 1997 Membership R o l l f o r t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Society is included
w i t h t h i s N e w s l e t t e r . W e wish t o thank Anne F a e r y f o r a l l h e r good work i n keeping addresses
u p t o d a t e , addressing n e w s l e t t e r s , and m a i l i n g them o u t each month. Many address changes
must b e made each y e a r when many o f o u r “ s u n b i r d s " head s o u t h - - t h e n n o r t h aga in .

A l s o , when Anne receives spec ia l donations f o r t h e L i f e Membership and B u i l d i n g f u n d s , she
a lways t a k e s t h e t ime to w r i t e a p e r s o n a l n o t e of th anks to t h e g i v e r . Dedicated chairpersons
l i k e Anne a r e what keeps t h e H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y " t i c k i n g " .

A f e w of our members f o r g o t to renew t h e i r dues f o r 1997, b u t as of t h i s issue of t h e News‑
l e t t e r we have 480 a d u l t members, 18 j u n i o r members, f o r a t o t a l of 498.

ko e &k &k &k & & & &

BON MOT:
No t ime is ever wasted t h a t makes two p e o p l e b e t t e r f r i ends .

* * = x * * * * * *
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BOY SCOUTS SUPPORT SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT:
Thanks t o Chris Schultz and e l e v e n B o y S c o u t s f r o m Tr o o p 67, W i l s o n , t w e n t y - fi v e schoo l

desks t h a t were donated f o r t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse have been refurb ished and a r e ready
f o r ins ta l la t ion .

The Boy Scou ts became involved in t h i s community service p r o j e c t when C h r i s , a l o n g t ime
member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, expressed t h e des i re t o renovate t h e desks t o meet a
requirement f o r becoming an E a g l e S c o u t .

H i s p r o j e c t was approved by t h e I roquo is C o u n c i l , B . S . A . , and Chr i s an e l e v e n o the r S c o u t s
p i t c h e d in and completed t h e j o b in a l i t t l e o v e r f o r t y h o u r s of h a r d w o r k . The r e s u l t s were
b e a u t i f u l , and t h e h i g h l y po l ished desks w i t h i r o n work repa in ted , a r e be ing k e p t i n t h e S t o r ‑
age B a r n u n t i l needed.

In add i t ion to C h r i s , t h e f o l l o w i n g Boy Scouts, ( represent ing some of Wi l son ' s fi n e s t young
men) included Devin B r a n c h ; Tim D a n n e r ; A r t h u r D i e t z ; Robert E i l e r ; Ben Graham; J e f f
Hayes ; David H o o v e r ; B r y a n J a b l o n s k i ; P e t e K o s z e l a k ; Chr is Rademacher; and H a r r y S c h l y e r .

The Scouts g o t a b i g a s s i s t f r o m D a l e S c h l y e r who permit ted them to use t h e S c h l y e r
Machinery Co . B u i l d i n g on Lake S t r e e t to r e - fi n i s h t h e s c h o o l desks. A l s o h e l p i n g to move t h e
desks back and f o r t h f r o m t h e museum were D i c k and Sue S c h u l t z . I t may a l s o b e noted t h a t Sue
provided some g r e a t Brownies and o t h e r r e f r e s h m e n t s - - a fi n e inducement f o r a c t i v e young men.

P r o y r e s s on t h e schoolhouse h a s a l s o been made w i t h t h e h e l p f r o m worke rs in Niagara Coun t y
S h e r i f f Thomas Be i lne 's Work P r o g r a m who have been do ing t h e time-consuming j o b of removing
t h e m a t e r i a l t h a t covered t h e s c h o o l ' s h a r d wood fl o o r and p u l l i n g o u t hundreds o f n a i l s .

They a l s o have been d o i n g some g e n e r a l c l e a n u p o f t h e area w i t h h e l p f r o m Ed Has t ings ,
H a r r y F i g u r a , Ed A l l g e i e r , and Don B u r r o w s . Don h a s a l s o completed construction of a p i c k e t
fence for inf ront : of t h e s c h o o l , ‘and ~painted t h e new wide door f o r t h e handicapped.

Wilson H i g h Schoo l t e a c h e r s , John Davis and Tom Geise and t h e i r s t u d e n t s , a r e making p laques
f o r each of t h e reconditioned schoo l desks showing t h e d o n o r ' s name and t h e name of t h e Scout
who re fu rb ished i t .

Members of t h e Wi lson Teachers Association have agreed to h e l p move t h e f u r n i s h i n g s i n t o
t h e s c h o o l when i t i s r e a d y , and w i l l h e l p s e t t h e schoo l u p f o r c l a s s e s .

A G r a n t has been received f r o m t h e Niagara Counc i l o f t h e A r t s to purchase t o y s , games,
and costuming, and M r s . Marion (Ralph) L o v e , a f o r m e r teacher at t h e W. H. Stevenson School
in Ransomv i l l e , i s making aprons, b o n n e t s , and v e s t s f o r t h e ch i ld ren to wear when they a t tend
c l a s s e s a t t h e schoo l .

Other specia l donations a r e a schoolmaster 's desk donated by M r . and M r s . M a t t H e n s c h e l l ,
and a Teacher's Chair donated by Mrs . Marion A l l g e i e r .

The Community Committee chaired by Jean F i g u r a , i n i t i a t e d the dr i ve to move the Randall R d ;
Schoolhouse to the Museum Grounds. They a l s o dec ided, e a r l y on , t h a t the b u i l d i n g would be
used as a “working" schoolhouse where teachers might b r i n g the i r c lasses f o r a day to exper i ‑
ence fi r s t hand what it was l i k e to attend a r u r a l schoolhouse in t h e 1800's.

As many persons k n o w, the c o u n t r y schoolhouse was once the backbone of America's r u r a l
educational system, b u t when consolidations began, r u r a l youngsters were bussed to l a r g e Cen‑
t r a l School D i s t r i c t s . By 1955, a l l D i s t r i c t Schools i n the Wilson area were absorbed i n t o
the Wilson Cent ra l School D i s t r i c t - - a l l t h a t i s , except the Randall Road School which was used
f o r many years as a Community Cen t re .

Some of the teachers who once taught in Wilson's r u r a l schools w e r e , Laura E i c k ; Helen
S t e v e n s ; Dorothy L o r t ; Do ra Wakeman; E lo i se C u l v e r w e l l ; Lyd ia Southard; Ernestine Walpole;
Blanche Wi l son ; Doro thy H a l s t e a d ; H a z e l S a l i s b u r y ; Beatr ice S a l i s b u r y ; A l i c e C a r t e r ; and
Bessie Crawford.

A r i b b o n c u t t i n g ceremony and dedicat ion of t h e o l d Randa l l Road Schoo l is scheduled f o r
Sunday, May 1 8 , 1997 at two o ' c l o c k . R e v. Ronald H a e f e r , P a s t o r o f S t . Paul's Evangel ica l
Lu the ran Church in Wilson w i l l be M a s t e r of Ceremonies.* * * * * * * * * *
WILSON COMMEMORATIVE AFGHAN:

The Ways & Means Committee o f t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y w i l l be o f f e r i n g a new i tem
f o r sate t h i s year--100% C o t t o n Afghans e x c l u s i v e l y designed b y t h e Riddle Co . o f B u r l i n g t o n ,
NC.

The afghans feature Wilson s i t e s and memories such as t h e Wilson Town S e a l ; Wilson H i s t o r i ‑
c a l Soc ie t y D e p o t ; Wilson Vo l u n t e e r F i r e C o . # 1 ; L u t h e r Wilson H o u s e ; Wilson C e n t r a l H i g h
S c h o o l ; and a p ic tu resque scene of Lake Ontar io . :

The afghans a r e approximately 47"x 62" in s i z e , and s e l l f o r $30.00 each p l u s postaye anda
h a n d l i n g i f shipped o u t of town. C o l o r s avai lable a r e Navy B l u e , Turquoise, and M a u v e , and
t h e committee suggests t h a t t h e y would b e p e r f e c t f o r g i f t - g i v i n g , o r j u s t t o keep Wi lson
memories c l o s e to y o u .

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , o r t o p l a c e a n o r d e r , w r i t e o r c a l l S a l l y S m i t h , C h r n . , 4559 Ches t ‑
n u t Road, W i l s o n , 14172 or phone 751-0102.* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ACTIVITIES:

The c o o l e r and s t o v e acqu i red f r o m t h e S ou th Wilson F i r e C o . , have been p u t in p l a c e and
a r e r e a d y f o r w i r i n g . The c r a w l s p a c e above t h e C a r r i a g e Room has been c leaned o u t and t h e
new f u r n a c e f o r t h e A r g u e B u i l d i n g w i l l b e i n s t a l l e d t h e r e soon w i t h v o l u n t e e rh e l p . The w o r k
s o f a r h a s been cone b y Don B u r r o w s , G a r y F i t c h , D a n K i n g , Kevin K i n g , and D a r r e l l Smi th .

The town would l i k e to sponsor a Musical P r o g r a m at t h e museum grounds on Augus t 1 0 t h , and
t h e H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y has agreed to sponsor an i c e cream soc ia l in conjunct ion w i t h i t .

E d A l l g e i e r repo r ted t h a t t h e r o o f o n t h e F i t t r o Shop i s l e a k i n g b a d l y, and i f t h e
buljding eau | gpmetbing must, be, gone pita pes Reta ese er home, and t h i n g s appear
to be shaping up w e l l . W i t h t h e mount ing c o s t s of t h e museum's upkeep, e v e r y e f f o r t must be
made to have a successful f a i r t h i s y e a r . .* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: Answers t h a t sound good a r e n ' t a l w a y s good sound answers.
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CHURCH EVOLUTION IN WILSON:
The f o r m e r Presbyter ian Church was t h e fi r s t r e l i g i o u s g r o u p to organ ize in t h e town of

W i l s o n , and was s t a r t e d a t t h e home o f John Holmes o n J a n u a r y 18 , 1819. R e v. David M . S m i t h ,
pas to r o f t h e Lewiston Church o f fi c i a t e d , and made John and h i s s o n , D a n i e l , r u l i n g e l d e r s .

The fi r s t r e g u l a r p a s t o r was c a l l e d i n 1823, and meet ings were h e l d p r i n c i p a l l y i n t h e
schoolhouse at I d e and Townline r o a d s . In 1834, Reuben Wi lson donated l a n d f o r a church
where t h e Catho l ic Church now s t a n d s , and t h e chu rch was erec ted in t h e w i n t e r o f 1834-35.

Th is e d i fi c e was des t royed in 1894 when t h e a d j o i n i n g Ontar io H o t e l burned down, however,
t h e church was r e b u i l t w i t h b r i c k and s t o n e and continued to operate u n t i l J u l y 2 5 , 1930,
when t h e congregation was d i s o l v e d and t h e b u i l d i n g was s o l d to t h e C a t h o l i c Church.

The Methodis t -Episcopal S o c i e t y in Wilson was fi r s t formed as a C l a s s w i t h t h e Lewis ton C i r ‑
c u i t o n J u l y 8 , 1826. The f o l l o w i n g year a meet ing was h e l d t o organ ize t h e c h u r c h , and o n
J a n u a r y 2, 1836, t h e church was incorporated as "The F i r s t S o c i e t y of t h e Methodis t -Ep iscopal
Church in t h e Town of Wi lson."

A frame b u i l d i n g was s ta r ted in 1837, and t h e Rev. D r . De Puy was appointed to the Charge.
The frame church was used u n t i l about1883 when it was s o l d and moved one l o t n o r t h where it was
used f o r a fa rm implement shop and " A l b r i g h t Opera House."

In 1884, the present E x l e y Methodist-Episco%pal Church was erected w i t h funds donated
p r i nc i pa l l y by the Thomas E x l e y f a m i l y, and the » u i l d i n g was dedicated August 18, 1885.

In 1968 the Methodist Church uni ted w i th t h e Evangel ical United Brethern C h u r c h , and t h e
Wilson Church is now known as t h e E x l e y Un i ted Methodist C h u r c h , w i t h Rev. Sue K a i s e r , p a s t o r .

Another of Wilson's o ldes t churches is t h e F i r s t Bap t i s t which was s t a r t e d at t h e home of
Russe l l Robinson on Maple Road. Meetings were a l s o h e l d in D i s t r i c t#4 schoolhouse where
Rev. Amos Reed of Newfane sometimes preached.

The group operated as a branch of the Newfane Bap t i s t Church u n t i l O c t o b e r , 1839, when Ge le ‑
ga tes f r o m P o r t e r , Y a t e s , L o c k p o r t , and N e w f a n e , assembled at t h e schoolhouse and recognized
t h e Wilson Branch as a r e g u l a r B a p t i s t Church...

On A p r i l 21 , 1838, t h e church convened in t h e cobb les tone schoolhouse where the-Wilson
House Res tau ran t s tands t o d a y, and w i t h R e v. J . H a l l i d a y , p a s t o r , h e l d t h e fi r s t meet ing o f t h e
l s t B a p t i s t Church i n t h e v i l l a g e o f Wi lson .

A b e a u t i f u l f r a m e church was l a t e r b u i l t o n P e t t i t S t r e e t and dedicated May 1 3 , 1880. and
t h e congregat ion grew r a p i d l y in b o t h _ ¥ g e r v i c e and a t t e n d a n c e , h o w e v e r , m i s fo r t une
s t r u c k on J u l y 3, 1917, when a fi r e of undetermined o r i g i n des t r oyed t h e church .

In 1919-20 t h e presen t l s t B a p t i s t Church was b u i l t and dedicated on J u l y 2 7 , 1926, and
d u r i n g construction services were h e l d in t h e Presbyter ian Church on L a k e S t r e e t .

In May, 1972, t h e church j o i n e d t h e new American B a p t i s t Associat ion of t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r .
R e v. J e f f r e y Durham is t h e c u r r e n t p a s t o r , Serv ices a r e Sunday morning at 10:00 A.M.

The h i s t o r y of t h e Concordia Lu the ran Church on Beebe Road d a t e s b a c k to J u l y 1 7 , 1876, when
Wi l l i am Schmidt and Augus t Lampe presided over a meet ing to organ ize t h e "German Evange l i ca l
Lu the ran S t . P e t e r s Church in t h e Town o f Wi l son . "

A n e d i fi c e was t h e n erec ted o n l a n d donated b y Ra lph and Sarah S t o c k w e l l , and was dedicated
at a s e r v i c e h e l d on December 3, 1876. In 1880, S t . P e t e r s c a l l e d i t s fi r s t r e s i d e n t p a s t o r ,
R e v. G. Rademacher, who served f o r e i g h t y e a r s . In 1918 , t h e s e r v i c e s , which h a d been conducted
in German, were changed o v e r to E n g l i s h

R e v. C a r l Oldach was i n s t a l l e d a s P a s t o r i n 1930, and a Par ish House b u i l t n e x t t o t h e
church . In 1947 t h e congregation v o t e d to make t h e chu rch independent and acquired t h e name,
"The Concordia Evange l i ca l L u t h e r a n Church o f E a s t W i l s o n . "

I n 1976, Concordia ce leb ra ted i t s 100th a n n i v e r s a r y, and t o d a y , t h e p r e s e n t p a s t o r i s
R e v. Wayne J a g o w. , w i t h serv ices Sundays at 9 :30 A.M.

The Roman Catho l ic Church was fi r s t int roduced i n t o Wi lson in 1910 when M s g r . James Lan igan
v i s i t e d Wilson and celebrated Mass in t h e Stedman C o t t a g e on Harbor S t r e e t , and t h e Higgins
C o t t a g e o n Ontario S t r e e t , f o r m e r l y known a s t h e " O l d G l a s s F r o n t . "

I n 1920 a s m a l l f r a m e church was b u i l t i n t h e v i l l a g e o n L a k e S t r e e t , and used u n t i l 1931
when t h e b u i l d i n g ‘could no l o n g e r accomodate t h e f a s t growing congregat ion. The f o r m e r P r e s ‑
b y t e r i a n Church was then purchased and l a t e r dedicated as "Our Lady of t h e R o s a r y , R . C . Church.

R e v. Father John L . L e i s i n g i s t h e c u r r e n t p a s t o r . M a s s , 4:00 P . M . , S a t u r d a y, 10:00AM S u n .
S t . John 's Episcopal Mission was organized in Wilson in 1929, and the fi r s t meet ing was h e l d

in t h e Wilsonian C l u b , (Wi lson House).) The fi r s t c h u r c h b u i l d i n g was purchased f r o m t h e
(continued-Ba,2 2)



A p r i l 1997 (Page 2 )
Church Evo lu t ion in Wi lson (Contd)

C a t h o l i c Church who s o l d i t t o S t . Johns when t h e y moved to t h e f o r m e r P resby te r i an Church.
S t , Johns was dedicated in 1930, and t h e fi r s t se rv ice was conducted by R e v. Henry Swicker.

Members immediately began to r a i s e f u n d s to pay f o r t h e b u i l d i n g and by 1934 t h e deed to t h e
p r o p e r t y was o f fi c i a l l y p r e s e n t e d t o t h e Diocese o f Wes te rn New Yo r k .

I n 1953-54 t h e cong rega t i on e r e c t e d a P a r i s h H a l l , and t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e chu rch was r e n o ‑
va ted and redecora ted .

In 1980 S t . Johns c e l e b r a t e d i t s 50 th Anniversary a n d , to t h e p r e s e n t d a y, continues to be
one o f t h e ac t i ve congrega t ions in Wilson. P r i e s t , R e v. A l i son M a r t i n i s t h e c u r r e n t p a s t o r , . .
and serv ices a r e h e l d at 10:00 AMon Sundays.

S t . P a u l ' s Evange l i ca l Lu the ran Church on Young S t r e e t i s one o f Wi lson 's youngest chu rches ,
and was s t a r t e d i n 1936 w i t h R e v. E l l b e r t G l e a s n e r , p a s t o r . E a r l y meet ings were h e l d i n rooms
o v e r t h e d r u g s t o r e ; t h e o l d fi r e h a l l ; and t h e Masonic Rooms.

In 1938 t h e p r e s e n t church was erecteé€ at. t h e c o r n e r of Young and McChesney S t r e e t s , and
dedicat ion services were h e l d on A p r i l 2 3 , 1939. By 1955 t h e bank mor tgagewas p a i d o f f , and
a parsonage and b u i l d i n g f u n d were es tab l i shed . The basement and k i t chen were completed w i t h
a l l work done by t h e congregat ion and R e v. R e n k o p f .

In t h e 1930's t h e congregat ion ex panded to a p o i n t where s u p p o r t o f a f u l l t ime p a s t o r was
p o s s i b l e , and f r o m t h a t t ime on t h e church cont inued to g r o w and r e a c h o u t to t h e community.

The c u r r e n t p a s t o r is R e v. Rona ld H a e f e r , and Worship Serv ice is at 10:00 AM Sundays.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW L I F E MEMBER:

I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o announce t h a t J a n e t M i l l e r S p o r l e d e r has r e c e n t l y j o i n e d t h e L i f e Mem‑
be rsh i p C l a s s o f the: Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

J a n e t was b o r n in Kansas C i t y , MO, on N o v . . 1 8 , 1925, t h e daughter of Thomas A. and J a n e t
(Dev l i n ) M i l l e r . She obta ined h e r B . S . a t B u f f a l o S t a t e Teacher 's C o l l e g e , and completed
g r a d u a t e w o r k a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C o l o r a d o .

In h e r marriage to Andrae Buck ley Spo r l ede r t h e y had twc c h i l d r e n , L i s a S.(Stechens) and
Andra J e f f r e y S p o r l e d e r.

J a n e t a t t e n d s S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal Church in W i l s o n , and is a l s o a memker of t h e H i s t o r y
C l u b ; Fr iends of t h e L i b r a r y ; and De lph i c C i r c l e . She is a l s o a Committeeman and memter of
t h e Republican C l u b . In c o l l e g e she became a member of D e l t a Sigma E p s i l o n , and Honorary
s o c i e t i e s , "Alpha" and "Phi Upsi lon Omicron._

Perhaps J a n ' s g r e a t e s t service to t h e community was h e r many years as a member of t h e
Wilson C e n t r a l School Board

She jo i ned t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc. in 1972, and in 1979 accepted t h e o f fi c e of Chrm. of the
H is to r i ca l Si tes Committee--a p o s i t i o n which she c u r r e n t l y h o l d s . Mos t of t h e h i s t o r i c markers
i n town were p u t i n p l a c e through h e r e f f o r t s , and she has worked w i t h and chaired the
committee t h a t p u t s on t h e Soc ie t y ' s annua l dinner in June .* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

John Goodrich of Columbus Heights, MN, wishes to thank h i s many f r i ends who remembered him
w i t h cards at Christmas. John was a fo rmer f r u i t agent w i t h the Niagara County Extension S e r ‑
v i c e , and act ive i n t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y. . The barnwood t h a t covers t h e w a l l s i n t h e museum's
P a t t e r s o n Room i s : f r o m b a r n t h a t s t o o d o n h i s f o r m e r f a r m home o n E a s t Lake Road.* * * * * * * * * *

D ick Schmidle be longs to a Mens' C l u b in Leesbu rg , F L , and r e c e n t l y w ro te t h a t he and a
f r i e n d mixed up enough pancake dough in one l a r g e b o w l to f e e d about 160 p e o p l e . Since e v e r y ‑
one had about t h r e e - - t h a t was a l o t o f dough.

O n S t . P a t r i c k ' s Day t h e c l u b p u t o n a co rned beef and cabbage d i n n e r , and h e l e d a g roup
of " I r i s h " s ingers f o r entertainment. He s a i d i t was f u n - - e v e n though two of t h e " I r i s h "
s ingers were named Kowalski and Spewak.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

H a z e l Benzino, 8 6 , d i e d Feb . 1 6 , 1997, a f t e r a b r i e f i l l n e s s . She was b o r n in Spokane, WA,
b u t l i v e d most of h e r l i f e in Wilson. She worked as a p r e s s welder at t h e Carborundum in
Niagara F a l l s , and r e t i r e d i n 1974 a f t e r 2 5 y e a r s s e r v i c e .

She was a member of t h e L o c k p o r t and Ransomvi l le Senior C i t i z e n C lubs and l i k e d to p l a y
"B ingo" . She j o i n e d t h e Wilson H i s . Soc. in 1984 and became a L i f e Member in 1986. Dur ing
t h e 1940 's she h e l p e d w i t h . G i r l Scou t Tr o o p # 1 o f Wi lson.

She i s su rv i ved by a d a u g h t e r, M y r t l e (Ha ro ld ) F i she r o f Ho l l ywood , F L , a l s o 5 g randch i l d ren
and 6 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

B u r i a l was in Greenwood Cemetery, W i l s o n , w i t h R e v. J e f f r e y Durham, l s t B a p t i s t Church.* * * * * * * * * *
Eunice ( F i t c h ) M o r r i s , 88 , o f Ph i l ade lph ia , PA , d i e d J a n . 20, 1997. She was b o r n in Wi l son ,

t h e daughter of Ray and M a b e l l e F i t c h , and g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wi lson H igh Schoo l as Vice-Pres. of
t h e C lass of 1928. She received a degree in A r t Education at Fredonia S t a t e Teachers C o l l e g e ,
and t a u g h t i n t h e Massena and B o l i v e r , N YSchoo l D i s t r i c t s .

She was predeceased by h e r husband, R u s s e l l , and two b r o t h e r s , L o w e l l and Dudley F i t c h .
She is surv ived by two s i s t e r s , Naomi Donovan o f Boca R a t o n , F L . , and Maxine (James) Gnage
of S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F L , a l s o a b r o t h e r , R u s s e l l (Dorothy) F i t c h of Ransomvi l le , N Y.* * * * * * * * * *
DID YOU KNOW. . . . .THAT ON May 24 , 1899, Jacob German, a Cab D r i v e r i n New Yo r k C i t y , was t h e

fi r s t person e v e r a r r e s t e d and j a i l e d f o r t r a v é l i n g a t t h e "Bréak Neck" speed o f 1 2 m . p . h .* * * “* * * * _® * *
SOUNDINGS : ;

A speaker who d o e s n ' t s t r i k e o i l in t e n minutes should stop b o r i n g .
* x + * *x * =_*
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1997 FAIR PLANS OUTLINED:

The Wilson H i s . Soc . F a i r Comm. composed of L o i s B a r n u m , Gary F i t c h , N e t t i e St imson, D a r r e l l
Smith and Ron Z a u n e r , a r e making p l a n s f o r t h i s y e a r ' s Meniorial Day F a i r to be h e l d 9AM to 5PM
at t h e museum grounds on R t . 425 , W i l s o n , May 2 6 , 1997.

The Committee is b e i n g assisted by t h e s e area chairmen: S h i r l e y Hun te r & S h i r l e y L innen ‑
b a n k , Chicken Bar -B-Que ; D o r o t h y K n i g h t , Bee f on Weck; Pam G r o f f , Homemade P i e s ; Sara B e r r y ,
Beverages,(Barnum B l d g . ) ; L inda & Joe M o r a n , Sno C o n e s ; Bob & M a r y Sav igny, Pepsi ; Melinda
H u t c h i s o n , C o t t o n Candy; Dick & Sue S c h u l t z , Lemonade & Popcorn ; C a r o l S m i t h , C o f f e e & D o n u t s ;
N e t t i e S t i m s o n , Ve n d o r s , (754-7815); M a r g e W i l l i a m s , P u b l i c i t y ; G a r y F i t c h , T i c k e t s ; Richard
Schmid le , Ways and M e a n s ; B e t t y S t i m s o n , Q u i l t T i c k e t s ; Doro thy M a x fi e l d , M u s e u m ; E l e a n o r
Mye rs , Specia l D i sp lays ; B i l l Loeschke , Vendor Pa rk i ng ; Ne t t i e S t imson , En te r t a i nmen t ; Don
B u r r o w s , S h u t t l e B u s s e s ; Dan K i n g , Pa rk i ng ; B i l l Rose & W a l l y GoodmAN, An t igue C a r s ; L o i s
Barnum & Net t ie S t i m s o n , Suppl ies; and Edward H a s t i n g s , C l e a n - u p .

Th is y e a r ' s event w i l l a l s o f e a t u r e 250 t o 300 Ve n d o r s ; L a r g e Ant ique Car Show; "N iayara
Experience P l a y e r s " ; Dave Rucks " H i l l Brother S i n g e r s " ; J im Waldron at t h e P i a n o ; and t h e
Wilson H i g h School Band.

There w i l l be K i t e - F l y i n g demonstrations by "The G r e a t Lakes F l y i n g S o c i e t y " , and at Noon
members of Wi lson 's Mar t i n Fi Jennings American Legion P o s t #836 will h o n o r t h e servicemen and
women who gave t h e i r l i v e s f o r o u r C o u n t r y .

Yo u w i l l a l s o be a b l e to meet "Good Neighbor Dave" M a r m o n , f o r m e r r a d i a commentator, who
w i l l be making announcements f r o m t h e New Yo r k C e n t r a l 1903 Caboose. L a s t , b u t n o t l e a s t ,
t h e r e ‘ w i l l b e a drawing a t 4:00 P M f o r t h e s o c i e t y ' s b e a u t i f u l Carol ina L i l y Q u i l t .

De l ic ious foods w i l l inc lude Chiavet ta 's Chicken B a r - B - Q u e ; B e e f on Weck ; H o t Dogs ;
Homemade P i e s ; C o t t o n Candy; Sno C o n e s ; C o f f e e D o n u t s ; P o p c o r n ; B e v e r a g e s ; and Pizza
suppl ied by t h e Wi lson School Music P a r e n t s . .

Ch i l d ren w i l l b e a b l e t o g e t F r e e B a l l o o n s ; and en joy Pony R i d e s ; a P e t t i n g Z o o ; and
t h e p o p u l a r "Moonwalk Bouncer" .

A l l t h i s , p l u s F r e e S h u t t l e Bus Serv ice and F r e e P a r k i n g should add u p t o a v e r y p l e a s a n t
way to ce leb ra te Memorial Day--prov id ing you do i t in W i l s o n , NY.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS/PERSONALS:

We welcome S a l l y S c o t t Magruder of L a r k s p u r , C A , a d i r e c t descendent of L u t h e r Wi lson
t h r o u g h h i s s o n , G e o r g e . S a l l y ' s f a t h e r , t h e l a t e Frank S c o t t , p l ayed piano w i t h Lawrence
Welk f r o m 1956 to 1971, and d i d arrangements f o r t he TV Show and produced 37 Albums.

A l s o , Suzanne Ward of Marion,AR, th rough the cour tesy of Helen Ward of Middlepor t ,NY.
Wethank Anne & B i l l Te iper of A lbany, NY & John and Mary Margare t Young of Spr ingfield,MA,

f o r t h e i r B u i l d i n g Fund donation i n memory o f George & Lena B r o o k s , who l i v e d o n W. Young S t .
Our apologies t o E l s ie Gustin o f F L , , L i f e Member, whos name was i n a d v e r t e n t l y l e f t o f f o f

the Membership R o l l f o r 1997. * * * * * * * * * *
BOARD REPORTS:

Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , repor ted t h a t the Wilson F i r e Co. is donating i t s 1961 International
Tanker to t h e museum, and it is now in the new S t o r a g e B a r n . He a l s o s a i d t h a t the Town of
Wilson has given the h i s t o r i ca l soc ie ty $3,700 f o r the year 1997.

E d A l l g e i e r sa id t h a t t h e F i t t r o B a r n r o o f must b e replaced because i t l e a k s b a d l y, and
submitted f o u r b i d s . Motion made b y G a r y F i t c h , seconded b y Norm M a c A s k i l l , t o accept b i d
by Rober ts Roofing f o r $4,570. Motion approved.

R o g e r Mawhiney was contacted abou t p u t t i n g d i r t around s t o r a g e b a r n & Schoolhouse an
grad ing it so t h a t it can be seeded t h i s S p r i n g . C o s t would be approximately $1600. Motion
made by Anne F a e r y to have work done ; seconded by B i l l Rose and approved.

I t was repo r ted t h a t Mike White r a n i n t o Gnexpected d i f fi c u l t i e s when h e p u t t h e r o o f o n
t h e schoolhouse,causing add i t i ona l expense. Dan K i n g moved t h a t Mike be p a i d $870 requested,
seconded by B i l l R o s e , and approved.

A r t Schnoor r e p o r t e d Overhead Doo r o f L o c k p o r t w i l l i n s t a l l new d o o r o n C a r B u i l d i n g f o r
$825. Doo r i s needed t o s e a l b u i l d i n g t i g h t l y b e f o r e h e a t i n g u n i t i s i n s t a l l e d . Motion made
by A r t to purchase d o o r , seconded by Don C r o o p , and approved.

Wilson C e n t r a l School has o f f e r e d p l a q u e s w i t h l i s t s o f persons who served o r were k i l l e d
in World War I & I I . Mot ion made by L o i s Barnum to accep t plaques, seconded by Don C r o o p .** * * * * * * * *
SUNDAY HOSTESSES:

The museum reopens f o r v i s i t o r s i n A p r i l . V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t
t h e f o l l o w i n g members w i l l s e r v e a s museum a t t e n d a n t s o n Sundays: A p r i l 6 t h , B r u c e and
Bonnie Muck ; and L o i s Barnum w i l l open museum; A p r i l 1 3 t h , E d anda M a r y W e b s t e r , and W a l l y
Goodman w i l l open u p ; A p r i l 2 0 t h , Ru th Weaver and Janice Zahno, and C a r o l e Schnoor w i l l
open u p ; and A p r i l 2 7 t h , Rober t and Anne B o t z e r , G a r y F i t c h opening u p .* *x * * * * * * * *

1997 FEDERATION CONGRESS:
The N iag . Co. Federation of H i s t . Soc ie t ies w i l l meet A p r i l 19 , 1997 at t h e N i a g . C a u n t y ‑

H i s t o r i c a l M u s e u m , 215 Niagara S t . , L o c k p o r t . Reg is t ra t ion is a t 9AM and Eunice Hernberge r,P res .
w i l l welcome guests at 9:30 AM.

Speakers w i l l b e : 9:45AM, Susan D i a c h u n , N i a g . P a r k R e s e r v a t i o n , o n " G e o l o g y o f t h e F a l l s ;
10:30AM, D r . Ann M o r t o n , C u r a t o r , Wayne C o . H i s t . S o c , on "Education Programs f o r S m a l l Museums;
1:15PM, C h r i s t o p h e r B e n c h , C u r a t o r , S t r o n g Museum, "Why Would They Want T h a t ? " ; and a t 2:00PM,
S t e r l i n g M a s o n , C o l l e c t o r , Spencerport , and Wi l l iam A b e l , C o l l e c t o r , w i l l speak onTuco P u z z l e s .

Lunch b r e a k a t Wagner 's R e s t a u r a n t , 11:15AM t o 1:15PM.Choice o f B e e f o n We c k , s a l a d ; Chicken
A l a K i n g ; or Crab Salad w i t h f r u i t . Reservations in by A p r i l 12 th . Checks payable to N i a g .
Co. Federation H i s t . Soc ie t ies. M a i l t o Ba rb Hathaway, 7030 Colon ia l D r . , N i a g . Fa l l s ,14305 .* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: T r u s t i s t h e t i e t h a t h o l d s f r i e n d s h i p s t o g e t h e r.
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SECRETS OF 1843 DIARY REVEALED:
Thomas Leonard was a teacher at t h e D i s t r i c t #7 Schoolhouse on Chestnu t Road, town of

W i l s o n , f r o m 1843-1844. B e f o r e coming t o W i l s o n , h e was a p a r t t ime c a r p e n t e r and w i n t e r - t i m e
s c h o o l t e a c h e r , and p rev ious l y t a u g h t i n 1842-43 a t t h e Shawnee Schoo l .

The D i s t r i c t #7 Schoolhouse was in i t s l a s t s t a g e s of b e i n g completed a n d , as i t s t e a c h e r ,
h i s pay would b e $15 p e r month i n c l u d i n g b o a r d and room.

Dur i ng h i s yea r in t h e "Marsh S e t t l e m e n t " he k e p t a d i a r y which characterizes him as b e i n g
a devout man--sometimes a sanctimonious o n e , and t h o r o u g h l y convinced t h a t d r i n k i n g was e v i l ,
tobacco was e v i l , and danc ing was s i n f u l .

In f a c t , on December 14 , 1843, M r . Leonard n o t e d t h a t "The young f o l k s had a ga ther ing a t
t h e house of an I r ishman across t h e way, and t h e y had a fi d d l e r w i t h whose music t h e y k e p t
t ime i n t h e dance u n t i l about 1 o ' c l o c k . Three o r f o u r o f m y scho la r s were p r e s e n t , and I f e l t
a l i t t l e rebuked in t h i n k i n g t h a t my d a i l y w a l k s and conversat ion d i d n o t show f o r t h my h a t r e d
t o  s i n "

He f o u n d t h a t h i s s c h o l a r s wanted to l e a r n " b u t were v e r y backward. Some, f r o m 15 to 20
years o l d , can n o t do a sum in simple ar i thmet ic . " He a l s o wrote t h a t he o f t e n f e l t d iscour ‑
aged "When I see the ignorance I have to contend w i t h . It is the most backward school I have
ever been i n i n a l l m y l i f e . "

A t the s t a r t o f t h e New Year i n 1944, M r . Leonard found himsel f hav ing d i f fi c u l t y coping
w i t h u n r u l y s t u d e n t s , so he went “ t o a neighboring swamp and c u t h imse l f a coup le of whips
and brought them to the schoo l . I trimmed one of t h e whips and layed i t in s i g h t . I had e x ‑
pected I would have t o use i t , b u t was a b l e t o pass t h e day ve ry p l e a s a n t l y. ’

"January 15th was t h e appointed day f o r County and Town inspectors to v i s i t my s c h o o l , and
D r . McChesney came about 14 o ' c l o c k , and M r . M i l l s came about 2% o ' c l o c k . F ive or s i x inhab i ‑
t a n t s aliso attended inc lud ing t rus tees R . Woodcock and M r . B u l l .

"That evening we went to Halseys and I asked M r . M i l l s and D r . McChesney t h e i r opinions in
r e g a r d to t h e s c h o o l . D r . McChesney sa id t h a t t h e r e were f e w schools ahead in ar i thmetic and
grammar, and none ahead in o r d e r .

" T t was customary f o r r u r a l d i s t r i c t schoo l teachers to g e t t h e i r room and b o a r d f r o m t h e
l o c a l t r u s t e e s o r o t h e r i n h a b i t a n t s , s o I roomed w i t h M r . Woodcock and M r . B u l l , among o t h e r s .
At M r . Woodcock's I l odged in an upper room where f r o m t h e r a f t e r s were suspended s e v e r a l
'broad-sides' of p o r k , (near l y as t h e y came f r o m t h e hog) excep t b e i n g s a l t e d , I suppose. The
fl o o r was n e a r l y covered w i t h c o r n , e t c . , b u t I h a d ag o o d bed and s l e p t s o u n d l y.

"The days I spent board ing a t f a t h e r B u l l s we re p l e a s a n t l y spen t , and seldom have I f o u n d
a more o b l i g i n g f a m i l y where I f e l t r i g h t a t home. Besides t h e f o u r boys who at tended s c h o o l ,
t h e r e were two young women i n t h e f a m i l y . . . . . I apprec ia te t h e good l i f e and I shared t h e r e
in abundance.

"On Janua ry 2 4 , 1844, I was c a l l e d to decide an argument two l a r g e boys had a b o u t " s e a t s " .
I had Eugene P o l l a r d s t a y a f t e r s c h o o l , and punished him by g i v i n g h im t h r e e b l o w s on each
hand w i t h a f e r u l e .

" I f o r g o t t o mention t h a t I k e p t W i l l i a m S t r e e t e r one h o u r a f t e r schoo l l a s t n i g h t . H e
admitted he had done wrong and promised to do b e t t e r in t h e f u t u r e . I a l s o h a d to c u f f t h e
e a r s o f Miss Mat i lda Adams r a t h e r s e v e r e l y toward t h e e n d o f t h e schoo l d a y .

" T ordered some o f t h e s c h o l a r s t o l e a v e t h e i r s e a t s and t a k e o t h e r s , and h a d some o f t h e
boys s i t on t h e g i r l s ' s i d e , e t c . M r . Hen ry Woodcock, a young man of 20 yea rs o l d sa id ' i f he
had to s e t t h e r e he would n o t come to school’ He was as good as h i s w o r d , and on J a n u a r y 2 6 t h
he dropped o u t . I expla ined t h e m a t t e r to h i s pa ren t s .

"On F e b r u a r y l s t t h e r e was a ‘wood b e e ' a t t h e H a l s e y ' s which t h e l a r g e boys a t t e n d e d . I
r e t a i n e d C h a r l e s H a l s e y a f t e r s c h o o l and punished h i m b y g i v i n g h i m t h r e e b l o w s w i t h a f e r u l e .
H i s o f f e n s e was t h a t I asked h im a quest ion d u r i n g r e c i t a t i o n i n a r i t h m e t i c and h e answered
‘ I d o n ' t k n o w - - - n o , I d o n ' t c a r e . '

Went t o S t o c k w e l l ' s o n F r i d a y, Feb. 1 6 t h , and l e a r n e d t h a t t hey h a d abou t 4 0 o r 5 0 p resen t
a t l a s t n i g h t ' s ch i va ree . The l o a f e r s were c o l l e c t e d abou t t h e house and made musick on v a r i ‑
ous i n s t r u m e n t s , v i z . , , squacke rs , t i n h o r n s , b u g l e s , e t c .

"T s t a r t e d f o r L o c k p o r t at 9% o ' c l o c k where I spent t h e remainder of t h e day w i t h Miss
E l i z a Hixon. The confinements o f a s c h o o l t e a c h e r , i n whatever d i s t r i c t h e i s p l a c e d , i s c o n ‑
fi n e m e n t , b u t confinement in a d i s t r i c t s c h o o l in t h e 'Marsh S e t t l e m e n t ' is b o r d e r i n g on t h e
super la t i ve . I r e tu rned t o Wilson o n f o o t and spen t t h e n e x t evening a t t h e S t o c k w e l l ' s ‐ ‑

(Cont inued on page 2)



May 1997 (Page 2)
S e c r e t s of 1843 D i a r y Revealed

m o s t l y hear ing of them t a l k about t h e wedding and i t s accomplishments.
"Heard a l e s s o n f r o m B r o t h e r Buck who t a l k e d p l a i n l y o f those p r o f e s s o r s o f r e l i g i o n who

continue drinking i n t o x i c a t i n g l i q u o r s , o r g o t o countenanced dancing p a r t i e s . To a l l h e s a i d ,
I responded 'Amen! ' .

"On S a t u r d a y, March 2nd, I s t a r t e d f o r L o c k p o r t a f t e r b r e a k f a s t , a s bad a s t h e going i s o n
f o o t . The idea of spending a Sabbath in D i s t r i c t #7 in t h e town of Wi lson , is n o t v e r y
p l e a s a n t , t h e r e f o r e I a mw i l l i n g t o endure a l i t t l e - - y e a h , much mud t o g e t away.

“March 9 t h i s t h e l a s t day o f my schoo l . I had t h e u s u a l n o . o f scho la rs in t h e A . M . , i n
add i t i on to 4 or 6 more in t h e P. M . , a l s o M r . H a l s e y, M r . B a t e s , Mis Farnham, and Miss B u l l
were p r e s e n t . J Ic l o s e d school b y d e l i v e r i n g t o them a n address t h a t covered a sheet o f
f o o l s c a p . " (Note: The above i tem i s compiled f r o m 1 4 pages o f e x t r a c t s f r o m t h e 1843-44 Diary
o f Thomas Leonard. The in te res t i ng ma te r i a l was prov ided to us through t h e cour tesy o f D r .
War ren B u t t o n , a member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, and f o r m e r P r o f e s s o r o f H is to ry a t
t h e Univers i ty o f B u f f a l o . ) * * * * * * * * * *
INTERESTING HOBBY:

A l t h o u g h t h e human race goes back many thousands of y e a r s , some p e o p l e c o u l d n ' t t e l l y o u
who t h e i r g r e a t - g r a n d p a r e n t s a r e . Others e n j o y t r a c i n g t h e i r f a m i l y t r e e s back s e v e r a l g e n e r a ‑
t i o n s or more , sometimes fi n d i n g unexpected surp r i ses - -even ' s k e l e t o n s ' i n t h e c l o s e t .

Some even discover t h e y a r e descended f r o m famous p e r s o n a l i t i e s s u c h a s Kings o r Pres iden ts - ‑
and t h a t ' s when genealog ica l resea rch becomes i n t e r e s t i n g .

Members o f t h e P e t t i t f a m i l y i n Wilson c a n , f o r i n s t a n c e , t r a c e t h e i r ances t ry back to
K ing Charlemagne of France (842 AD), and r e c o r d s compi led by Gary P e t t i t and Doug F a r l e y a r e
w e l l documentd th rough t h e a n c e s t r a l l i n e of E l i zabe th O l i v e r , w i f e of Samuel P e t t i t .

Some of t h e members of t h e P e t t i t f a m i l y descended f r o m Sam and E l i zabe th O l i v e r P e t t i t a r e :
W i l l i a m O . and Nancy (Newman) P e t t i t ; S i l a s and I s a b e l ( B i c k f o r d ) P e t t i t ; E a r l and Rubie
( J a r v i s ) P e t t i t ; Sidney and Donna (Reed) P e t t i t ; and G a r y , C a r o l (Dave) Chase; and Rodney P e t t i t .* * * * * * * * * *
ONDERDONK FAMILY RESEARCHED:

M r . W. R. Reese of Wil l iamsburg, V a . , has s e n t t h e s o c i e t y some i n t e r e s t i n g resea rch
m a t e r i a l t h a t he compiled on t h e Onderdonk f a m i l y in e a r l y Wilson. Folowing a r e some notes
t h a t he enclosed w i th i t :

“The Newsletter has brought back many spec ia l memories...of my years in D i s t r i c t School #6
o n Randal l Road, and i n p a r t i c u l a r the i n s p i r a t i o n t h a t Miss Demmin,(the l a t e M r s . Hazel S a l i s ‑
bury) gave me. A l s o , the years a t the o l d h igh school under P r inc ipa l Blemaster were very
specia l to me.

"I remember Thomas Marks , S r . , who establ ished the Marks Nursery in Wilson in 1910. H is
s t a l l at t h e Farmers' Market on Bai ley Avenue was nex t to my f a t h e r ' s s t a l l f r o m the Randal l
Road Greenhouses dur ing the 1 9 3 0 ' s . , and I had many a p leasan t chat w i t h him.

"When Igraduated f rom B u f f a l o S t a t e in 1938, ( a t - h i s suggestion) I appl ied f o r a j o b as a
math teacher in the new h igh school b u t I was o n l y 19 at t h e t ime, so an o l d e r more exper i ‑
enced person was h i red .

"Rex Tu g w e l l and h i s f a t h e r o f t e n v i s i t e d o u r Randa l l Road Greenhouses, and N o , we d i d n ' t
t a l k p o l i t i c s .

"Our recen t resea rch on t h e Onderdonk f a m i l y connection to t h e house where I was b o r n on
R a n d a l l Road has fascinated m e . " ~ * * * * * * * * *
CHRISTIAN LADY:

Miss H e l e n S t e v e n s , a c h a r t e r member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , was chosen b y mem‑
b e r s of E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church to be t h i s y e a r ' s l a i t y honoree at t h e 4 t h a n n u a l L a i t y
Banguet of t h e Uni ted Methodist Church.

H e l e n was in h e r teens when she j o i n e d t h e E x l e y Methodist Church on E a s t e r Sunday, A p r i l
2 8 , 1928. She r e c a l l s t h a t she was a member o f a l a r g e Sunday Schoo l C l a s s , and t h e Epworth
League . Dur ing h e r many y e a r s in t h e church she served as a teacher and Superintendent of t h e
Sunday School . She a l s o sang i n t h e c h o i r and was church o r g a n i s t f o r a number o f y e a r s .

A f t e r Miss Stevens r e t i r e d as an e lementa ry teacher in t h e Wilson Schoo l D i s t r i c t , she b e ‑
came a c t i v e in t h e Uni ted Methodist Women and served as s e c r e t a r y of t h e group f o r many years .

H e l e n s tands o u t a s a p e r f e c t example o f what a G o d - l o v i n g C h r i s t i a n person shou ld b e .* * * * * * * * * *
" Y E S ,  V I R G I N I A " :

Ye s , V i r g i n i a , t h e r e i s a S a n t a C l a u s , and y e s , V i r g i n i a , t h e r e w i l l b e FUNNEL CAKES a t t h i s
y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r . Now, b e f o r e y o u s t a r t wondering i f y o u r N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r has
" fl i p p e d h i s l i d " , we hasten to e x p l a i n t h a t when we l i s t e d t h e f o o d i tems avai lab le at t h e f a i r
i n l a s t month 's N e w s l e t t e r , w e somehow over looked S a l l y Smi th ' s d e l i c i o u s " f u n n e l c a k e s " .

S o y e s , V i r g i n i a , a s you may have a l r e a d y guessed, t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ' sN e w s l e t t e r
i s n ' t a lways 100% r i g h t a l l t h e t ime , b u t we t h i n k w e ' r e r i g h t now when we say t h a t one of our
f a i r ' s h o t t e s t s e l l i n g i tems, t h e "Dutch C o u n t r y " F u n n e l C a k e s , w i l l aga in be ava i lab le t h i s
month at t h e Memorial Day F a i r on May 26th.* * * * * * * * * *
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OBSERVED:

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Edward and M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , who c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r 5 0 t h Wedding Anniversary
on A p r i l 3, 1997. Mar i l yn and Ed a r e L i f e Members of t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , and Ed is Chairman
o f t h e F i t t ro Shop where t h e soc ie t y ' s c o l l e c t i o n o f s m a l l f a r m t o o l s i s displayed.

Sr a ee ee

Jane ta Fredericks o f Wi lson, has made a generous c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc.
in honor of t h e A l l g e i e r ' s 5 0 t h Wedding Anniversary.

*& ate * Je i = Ps



Mey 1997 (Page 3)
FAIR UPDATE:

A p p a r e n t l y pumpkin p i e s a r e n ' t a s p o p u l a r i n t h e S p r i n g a s t h e y a r e i n t h e F a l l , s o p l e a s e
k e e p t h i s in mind when y o u bake p ies f o r t h e f a i r t h i s y e a r . I t would be appreciated i f you
would bake r h u b a r b , a p p l e , or b e r r y p i e s . Cup c a k e s a r e acceptab le b u t p l e a s e , no c a k e s . I f you
have q u e s t i o n s . c lease c a l i fam G r o f f - C h r m . . a t 751-6123- P l e a s e b r i n g you baked yocas t o
t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g . Sunday a f t e r n o o n , May Z5tn .

Thanks a r u in oraer to Beth Waldron who made u) o u r f a i r pos te r s on h e r ‘computer. B e t h aiso
Goes a g r e a t j o b keeping t r a c k o f finances cn t h e cay of t h e f a i r .

Wethank G a i l Walder f o r l i n i n g up persons to fi l l o u t t h e var ious f a i r concessions--it
t a k e s a l o t of phone c a l l s anc we thank everyone f o r t h e i r cooperat ion.

If you h a v e n ' t seen t h e s o c i e t y ' s Carol ina L i l y q u i l t , s t o p in at t h e Rainbow Connection
o n Youny S t r e e t . B e t t y Stimson says t h a t i t w i l l b e t h e r e u n t i l f a i r t ime.

The schoolhouse migh t n o t have been completed by May 18 th wi thout t h e splendid cooperation
of S h e r i f f Thomas B e l e i n ' s w o r k crews who d i d a fi n e j o b on t h e renovation p r o j e c t .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM GREETERS:

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , C h r m . , h a s submitted t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t o f persons who w i l l s e r v e a s
wrearers a t t h e museum, Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2 t o 4PM:

ay 4 t h , Sa ra B e r r y and Don C r o o p , open museum, Don C r o o p ; May l l t h , Joyce and George
fenigns, open museum, C e l e s t e C r a w f o r c ; May 1 8 t h , L i s a and L a r r y B u l m e r , open museum, D a r r e l l
Sm i th ; May Z 5 t h , June and E l t o n Kropop, open museum, E l t o n Kropp ; June l s t , S h i r l e y and
W a l t e r E v a n s , open museum, O l l i e C l a r k .
’ * * *& & & * &* kk & &

MAY CALENDAR:
May i d t h : Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing, Museum, 7:30 PM.
May 1 8 t h : Rededication of t h e Randa l l Road S c h o o l n o u s e , Sunday, 2:00PM, Museum Grounds.
May 1 9 t h : R e g u l a r Mee t i ng , 7 :30 PM, P a t t e r s o n Room, Wi lson Museum.
May 24th-25th: F a i r Preparat ion Days at t h e Wi lson Museum.
May 26 th : MEMORIAL DAY F A I R , Museum G r o u n d s , 9-5PM.

* ve ve * % ke * * * *

LEGION WILL HONOR VETS:
Members of Wi lson 's Mar t i n F. Jennings American Legion P o s t #836 w i l l h o l d i t s r e g u l a r

morning ceremony at Greenwood Cemetery on May 2 6 t h , and w i l l assemble again at Noon by the
Veterans Monument o n the Museum Grounds. Commancer John Demmin w i l l o f fi c i a t e .* * % * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
I t was brought t o our a t tent ion t h a t Judi th G a l e Sweeney o f A n a s c o r t e s , WA. , passed away a

few months ayo. Judi th jo ined the Wilson H i s . Soc. in 1987, and became a L i f e Member in 1988.
She was the youngest daughter of Ashley and Ruth G a l e of Wi lson , and was b o r n in Lockpor t

on February 18, 1929. She graduated f r o m Wilson High School in 1947; the Lake E r i e C o l l e g e in
1951; and received a Mas te r ' s Degree in Soc ia l work in 1955 at the University of Pennsylvania.
She later became the Assistant Executive Director of the Childrens' Bureau in Los Angeles, CA.

She married M. Patr ick Sweeney, a chemical engineer, and they had one s o n , David Ashley, who
was bo rn August 8 , 1964.

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty extends i t s b e l a t e d condolences to t h e s u r v i v i n g members of
Juc i th ' s f a m i l y. * x * * * * * * * *
DID YOU KNOW... that in 1942 o v e r one m i l l i o n cop ies of G l e n n M i l l e r ' s "Chattanooga Choo Choo"
were s o l d , and RCA sprayed a copy g o l d , making i t t h e fi r s t Go ld Record.

% * te x * * * *« * *

BON MOT: Spr ing i s when Mother N a t u r e beGins t o l i q u i d a t e i t s f r o z e n a s s e t s .

You are cordially invited

lo altend

DistrictNo.8 Schoolhouse

onSunday, Nay 18, 1997

at 2:00 oclock

at the

WalonHistoricalFecielyGrounds

645 LakeStreet
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED:
O v e r 250 persons assembled at t h e museum grounds on S u n . , May 1 8 t h , f o r t h e re~dedication

of t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse.
R e v. Ronald H a e f e r , P a s t o r o f S t . P a u l ' s E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n Church o f Wilson was master

of ceremonies, and he in t roduced t h e f o l l o w i n g d i g n i t a r i e s who spoke b r i e fl y on var ious aspects
of t h e schoolhouse p r o j e c t : J e a n F i g u r a , C h r m . , S t e e r i n g C o n m . ; R ichard Z i p p , S u p t . o f : t h e
Wilson S c h o o l s ; S e n . George B. M a z i a r z ; Assemblyman Joeseph P i l l i t t e r e ; Mayo r J e r r y D e a n ;
Superv isor W a l t e r E v a n s ; Donald B u r r o w s , Pres.Wilson H i s . S o c ; Wanda B u r r o w s , Chrm. Wilson H i s .
S o c . Schoolhouse Comm., and K a r e n Raccu ia , P r i n c i p a l of Thomas Marks S c h o o l .

F o l l o w i n g t h e program t h e schoolhouse was opened to v i s i t o r s w i t h everyone presen t :expres-‑
s i n g f a v o r a b l e comments abou t what t h e y saw. G u e s t s were t h e n a b l e t o g o t o t h e Barnum B l d g .
where t h e y were served cookies and lemonade by Pam G r o f f , S a l l y S m i t h , and S a r a B e r r y . The
Barnum B l d y . looked v e r y c h e e r f u l w i t h new k i t c h e n t i l e p u t down b y C a r l Bodie and f r e s h l y
painted w a l l s by D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith.

In addit ion to the professional wo rk done l i k e p u t t i n g in t h e Foundat ion ; moving t h e s c h o o l ;
re -p lac ing t h e r o o f , and pa in t i ng i t ins ide and o u t , there were severa l v o l u n t a r y e f f o r t s made
wi thout which the p ro jec t might n o t have been completed.

Perhaps foremost among these were t h e f u n d - r a i s i n g p r o j e c t s promoted b y t h e S t e e r i n g Comm;
r e - fi n i s h i n g o f t h e schoo l desks b y memberso f Boy Scout t r o o p No. 67 ; removal o f t h e o l d
fl o o r i n g and scraping the bu i l d i ng ins ide and o u t by members o f N iag . Co. She r i f f Tom Be l l e i n ' s
work c r e w s ; placing the b e l l tower o n t h e r o o f ; i n s t a l l i n g hea te r p ipe , propane gas l i n e s ;
and t h e wonderful response f r o m teachers of Wilson C e n t r a l School who i n s t a l l e d a i l the desks
and furn ish ings in the school .

Teachers and f r iends who p i tched in to help out were: M a r t y M i l l e r , Ken V o l t z , Kathy K r a a t z ,
Mary Pa lac i os , Dave S t e w a r t , Diane Wi l d i ng , Johanna A n d r i t z , Rebecca F o s t e r , Linda Mah l ,
Susan Cru ickshank, Mindy S c h u l t z , Ed-Goodnight; Bonnie Muck , and Karen Raccuia, P r i n c i p a l .

The S t e e r i n g Comm. a p p l i e d f o r and received g r a n t s f r o m t h e Counci l o n A r t s which al lowed
t h e committee funds t o purchase b o o k s , f u r n i s h i n g s , and c l o t h i n g f o r use i n t h e s c h o o l . A
g r a n t rece ived f r o m t h e S t a t e P a r k s and H i s t o r i c a l Preservations D e p ' t . was used toward t h e
c o s t of moving t h e schoolhouse to i t s p resen t l o c a t i o n . This g r a n t was received t h r o u g h t h e
o f fi c e s of Assemblyman Joeseph P i l l i t t e r e .

E a r l y in t h e p r o j e c t , t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c . agreed to be responsib le f o r b u i l d i n g t h e founda ‑
t i o n o n which t h e b u i l d i n g would b e s e t . O n A u g u s t 6 , 1996, t h e schoo l was moved b y F a r l e y
R iygers of L o c k p o r t and p laced on i t s new foundat ion. Since t h a t t i m e , renovat ion p r o j e c t s and
f u n d - r a i s i n g prepared t h e schoo l f o r i t May 1 8 , 1997 Dedicat ion.

Members o f t h e S t e e r i n g Comm w e r e : J e a n F i g u r a , C h r m . ; Wanda B u r r o w s , S e c . y ; J a n e t S p o r ‑
l e d e r , C o r . Se¢y; E d and M a r i l y n A l i g e i e r , Ways & M e a n s ; a l s o , t h e l a t e H a z e l S a l i s b u r y, Nina
M o w e l l , E l l e n H i b b a r d , Don B u r r o w s , Don C r o o p , P a t r i c i a R i c e , Denise O r z e l , Ma r t i n M i l l e r ,
C a r o l F e n n , and Richard Schmidie.

I t is t h e p o l i c y of t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . to h a v e a chairman and committee responsible f o r
each of t h e b u i l d i n g s on t h e museum grounds. W i t h a d d i t i o n of t h e schoolhouse to t h e museum
complex , t h e committee se lec ted to l o o k a f t e r t h e schoolhouse is c u r r e n t l y composed of Wanda
B u r r o w s , C h r m . , Don C r o o y, L o i s Jean ings , and Richard Schmidle. .

Wea l s o w ish to thauk t h e followinc members “ n o devoted much t ime ance l a b o r to c o m p l e t e t h e
Schoolhoucs p r o j e c t : Don B u r r o w s , D a r r e l l S m i t h , Ed A l i g e i e r , Dan K i n g , Donald K. B u r r o w s ,
G a r y F i t c h , H o y t D e s s o , and Ed Has t ings .* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ‘REPORTS:

The s o c i e t y w i l l p u t a n e n t r y i n t h e Fireman F i e l d D a y Parade t h i s F a l l .
Mot ion was made and passed to a l l o w G a r y F i t c h a r r a n g e f o r seed ing t h e new acreage._

The Garden C lub was g i v e n permission to u s e t h e P a t t e r s o n Room on D e c . l i , 1997.
D e i t a sappa Gamma was g iven permission to u s e t h e P a t t e r s o n Room on December 1,1997.

The A p r i l 7 t h r e p o r t b y t h e t r e a s u r e r shows t h a t 8 8 persons donated t o t h e b u i l d i n g fund f o r
a t o t a l of $4,453.00.

D a r r e l l Smith and Don B u r r o w s r e p a i r e d s e v e r a l f r o z e n p ipes f r o m t h i s " S p r i n g " . A s p e c i a l
thank you t o t h e P f e i f f e r Company who n o t i fi e d u s t h a t w a t e r was spray ing behind t h e Barnum B l d g

: * * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT:
L i f e is l i k e a tenn is game---you c a n ' t w in w i t h o u t s e r v i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
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MUSEUM HOSTS & HOSTESSES: .

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w, Chrm. , has submitted t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t o f members who have ag reed t o
serve as g r e e t e r s a t . the museum, Sunday a f te rnoons f r o m 2-4PM:

June l s t , Wa l t e r and Shirley-Evans-(open museum, O l l i e C l a r k ) ; June 8 t h , Joeseph and J u l i e
Dulkiewicz-(open museum, E l t o n Kropp); June 1 5 t h , Marion Campbel l and A l i c e Davenport-(open
museum, Doro thy M a x fi e l d ) ; June 22nd, Gregory and Dena Mandevil le-(open museum, H o y t Desso);
June 29 th , Ron and Judy Zauner-(open museum),Don Bur rows ; J u l y 6 t h , Howard and Leona H u n t e r ,
(open’ fruseum), Richard S c h m i d i e ) . ;

* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:

Wi l l iam McLaughl in, a L i f e Member of t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , res igned r e c e n t l y as Chairman of
L o c k p o r t Savings Bank Board o f Trus tees o n which h e s e r v e d f o r 2 7 y e a r s . B e f o r e r e t i r i n g a s a
CPA w i t h McLaughl in & S l a t e , c e r t i fi e d P u b l i c Accountan ts , he made o u t a l l t h e a n n u a l I R S r e ‑
p o r t s f o r t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y.

. : * we * * ze * * * * *
Judy Zauner, f o r m e r s e c r e t a r y o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , was one o f t h r e e a d u l t s honored b y

the Un i ted Way o f Niagara Co . f o r t h e i r v o l u n t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n s , and t h e award ceremony was
h e l d at t h e Pendleton House in L o c k p o r t .

* * * * * * * * *k *
"A FEW GOOD MEN":

t h e c a l l is go ing o u t today f o r a g r e a t army of v o l u n t e e r s to s o l v e America's problems-‐-we
understand where t h e y a r e coming f r o m .

Volunteerism has been a way of l i f e in Wilson f o r M a n y y e a r s , n o t o n l y in t h e H i s t o r i c a l
Soc ie ty b u t o t h e r g roups a s w e l l l i k e t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y ; t h e Wilson and S o u t h Wilson F i r e
Companies; t h e Hosp i t a l A u x i l i a r y ; l o c a l Churches; and l o o k what has r e c e n t l y been accomplished
w i t h t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse--to mention a few, In f a c t , we sometimes wonder how much
wou ld b e done i f i t w a s n ' t f o r v o l u n t e e r s . |

I t has been proven t ime and t ime aga in t h a t when v o l u n t e e r s g e t behind a p r o j e c t i n Wilson
the re is no l i m i t ’ to what can be accompl ished. T h i s was p r o v e n in t h e 1970's when t h e h i s t o r i ‑
c a l s o c i e t y was o r g a n i z e d , and everyone p i t c h e d i n t o r e n o v a t e t h e o l a 1912 D e p o t . Since t h e n ,
f o u r add i t i ona l b u i l d i n g s have been e r e c t e d or r e n o v a t e d w i t h much o f t h e w o r k be ing done by
v o l u n t e e r s . Now, many o f those members have passed away; moved away; o r reached a n aye where
t h e y can n o l o n g e r keep u p t h e pace o f e a r l i e r y e a r s . Because o f t h i s , much o f t h e work be ing
accomplished today is being done by a handful of overworked members.

It doesn't have to be t h a t way. Wehave M a n y competent, capable members in t h e society who
could make the society vibrant and ac t i ve - -a l l t h a t has to be done i s to convince them t h a t
being a vo lun teer can be fun- -espec ia l l y when you work t o g e t h e r w i t h o thers and g e t r e s u l t s .

Our o ryan iza t ion was s t a r t e d by a bunch of "depression-raised k ids " who d i d n ' t l i k e to see
money s p e n t on anything they cou ld do themselves.--and it was t h a t g r e a t s p i r i t of saving and
coopera t i on t h a t b u i l t t he museum and made i t what i t i s today.

O f course th ings have changed i n 2 5 y e a r s - - f o r t h a t mat ter t h e whole count ry has , b u t t h a t
doesn ' t mean we have to spend a l l o u r time watching TV or p lay ing w i t h a computer.

One c o u l d say t h a t we .. a r e in t h e same predicament as the United S ta tes Marines--al l we
need are a "Few Good Men--or Women"--but w i th one b i g except ion, you d o n ' t have to s ign up f o r
a three y e a r h i t c h . A l l w e ' d l i k e to hope f o r . is t h a t y o u ' d be w i l l i n g to show up once- in-a ‑
wh i le when one o f o u r b u i l d i n g ’ chairmen need a l i t t l e h e l p .

* * * * * * * * * %
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Diane Lane has donated a p o r t r a i t o f h e r m o t h e r , t h e l a t e Haze l D . Sa l i sbury to be hun¢ in
t h e Schoolhouse. M r s . Sa l i sbury was a f o r m e r teacher at t h e s c h o o l .

Mahel Bur rows , B u r t : P i c t u r e of D i s t . #3 Schoolhouse t h a t once s t o o d on t h e Wilson-Burt Rd.
i n 1914. Students a t t end ing school a t t h e t ime a r e i n t h e p i c t u r e .

James H a r o l d , A r l i n g t o n , VA; 7 issues of "Ant ique Automobiles" 1979-83; a l s o " T i n L i z z i e " ,
(1955); a l s o Geoldg ic Surveys of Ransomvi l le and Cambria.

Mark Smi th , San J o s e , CA: 3 cop ies of Certification of Wm. H. Smith of B a t t e r y M, NYL i g h t °‑
A r t i l l e r y - - r e c o d e dfor h i s Dedicat ion b y w i f e , Azuba , and c h i l d r e n N e t t i e Capan W i l l e y, and
E f fi e S t a c y ; a l s o B u r t Van H o r n Geneology of Ho ra in Horace Smith f a m i l y in 1808.

M r s . P h y l i s Brez ing : White House Cookbook-1924; Mar i go ld Cookbook, 1938; Modern Home Cook ‑
b o o k , 1924; "N iagra , Queen of Wonders- i916; and t h e "Work P l a y Book-1935.

Marion Smithson Ta b o r : 4 schoo l books-1828-39. Marion was f o r m e r t e a c h e r .
J u l i a and J o e Dulkuewicz: Na t iona l Encyc lopedia by C o l l i e r & Son-1932.
G e r a l d T r e i c h l e r , Sanborn : H i s t o r i c a l Records and o f f a m i l y o f W i l l i am J . Brado and Anna

Maria*Sk inner. ‘Jacob Treich ler was Postmaster of M a p l e S t r e e t : p o s t o f fi c e in 1874 . )
M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r : 1 Sw ive l Cha i r (1850) f o r teachers desk in schoolhouse,caned s e a t & back .
J a n e t S p o r l e d e r : 8 V o l . "American H e r i t a g e " 1996-97.
Diane A l b r i g h t , Hammonsport: Teaching ma te r i a l s f o r schoolhouse, F l a s h c a r d s , Books , P l a y i n g

C a r d s , and s m a l l wooden fi g u r i n e s .
Schoolhouse a c q u i s i t i o n s n o t y e t announced: Monetary G i f t s fromDon and P h y l i s s Gray ; M r . &
M r s . Wesley C h u r c h i l l ; R ick and Tina E l i a s ; and Wa l t e r Ganshav. Mary L o u H u r l b u r t Young, Two
Schoolcesks; Charles Wi lson, Books ; Joyce Richards , V o l s . f r o m 1840 School D i s t . L i b r a r y ;
Robin Hopacz, Books ; Cynth ia L a u e r , Childrens Books ; M. Kram, Rod f o r opening windows; B e a t r i c e
Rockwood, Photo of Townline School and Books; and B i l l R o s e , Books.

Grants f r o m Counc i l on A r t s used to buy 24 "Games f r o m Long A g o " ; 24 "A C h i l d ' s Day" anc
24 "A One Room Schoo l " . A l s o , 12 ap rons , 12 v e s t s , 12 bonnets , 24 h a t s , and t h e games " J a c k s " ,
"Checkerboards", and o t h e r t o y s . (Costumes f o r c h i l é r e n to cress up in when v i s i t i n g school.)

* * * * * v * w *
SOUNDINGS:

t h e r e ' d b e n o h u r r y i n g t o g e t s o m e p l a c e . . . n o w o r r y i n g about g e t t i n g o l d e r. . . a n d n o wishing
w e were b e t t e r l o o k i n g i f c i e c k s , c a l a t d e r s , a n d m i r ro r s had never been inventec.

uw od be v *
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PUPPETEERS NEED HELP:

The Puppeteer Branch o f t h e Wi lson H o s p i t a l A u x i l i a r y i s i n need o f v o l u n t e e r s t o assemble
and hand=sew t h e s m a l l d o l l s which a r e g i v e n to c h i l d r e n confined in t h e Newfane Hosp i ta l .
Dor is MacBeth fi g u r e d t h a t she sewed 5 puppets, 6 days a week l a s t w in te r to meet a quota of
60 puppets every two months.

The ‘toy t h a t these puppets b r i n g to t h e l i t t l e pa t i en t s at t h e h o s p i t a l is hear t -warming
and the. Wilson a u x i l i a r y h a s been supply ing them f o r abou t 2 0 y e a r s . I f you l i k e t o sew
and w ish to be a p a r t of t h i s worthwhile p r o j e c t , c a l l M r s . Lo i s Jennings, 751-9783.* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

We received"a n ice . l e t t e r f r o m Maty " P o l l y " B rown of Washington,DC t h e widow of P h i l l i p
B r o w n , son o f Sam B r o w n , who startea t h e yrocery s t o r e v h e r e S c n e f fl e r ' s s tands t o d a y. I T
was l a t e r known a s M i l l e r and B r o w n s , t h e n We lke r and Browns .

She enclosed a pho to t a k e n in 1942 showing 2 t o n s of s c r a p m e t a l i n i f r o n t-of t h e s t o r e
coliected f o r t h e war e f f o r t . Some o f t h e i tems i d e n t i fi e d were a l a r g e 2-wheel c o f f e e g r i n d e r,
p l a t f o r m s c a l e s , and a " F l y i n g Red Horse" S o c o n y Gasol ine Pump. The p h o t o i s en la rged
f r o m a 1 x 2 i n c h snapsho t , and o n t h e back o f t h e o r i g i n a l , ( i n Sam Browns handwriting) i s t h i s
i n c r i p t i o n , " O c t . 12 , 1942. 2 tons o f m e t a l co l lec ted f o r t h e w a r , Welker & Browns . "* * * * * * * * * &

Thelma P a t t e r s o n w r i t e s t h a t she has a l w a y s f o l l o w e d t h e progress o f t h e R a n d a l l Rd. School ‑
house w i t h g r e a t i n t e r e s t . She r e c a l l s t h a t was where s h e , S t a n , and o t h e r s rehearsed p l a y s
t h a t t h e y p u t on in t h e Ransomville G r a n g e H a l l in t h e 1960 's . They were d i r e c t e d by M r s . F rank
F e n n , and she remembers t h e y were a l o t of f u n and everyone had a good t ime.

Thelma t a u g h t in D i s t . #3 Schoolhouse f r o m 1929 to 1932 which was l o c a t e d on what was t h e n
c a l l e d t h e E a s t Youngstown Road. The f o r m e r s c h o o l i s now t h e home o f t h e F e r r i n g t o n s .* * * * * * * * * *

Ralph Seefe ld t o f G lens F a l l s , NY notes t h a t when he l i v e d in Wilson in 1928-38, h i s home
was on t h e Fred B iga low f a r m , and t h a t h i s pa ren t s l a t e r l i v e d t h e r e f r o m 1942 to 1944. I t
i s a l w a y s n i c e to h e a r f r o m members who read t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y News le t t e r.* * * * * * * * * *
CONSERVATION CLUB DERBY:

There w i l l b e a f r e e fi s h i n y d e r b y f o r c h i l d r e n ages 3 t o 1 4 o n S a t u r d a y, June ld4th, f r o m
8 to 12 Noon. The Derby is sponsored by t h e Wi lson Conservation C l u b , and fi s h must be t a k e n
to t h e townline p i e r f o r measurement by Noon. Tropheys and cash pr izes w i l l be awarded at
K r u e g e r Park a t 2PM.

The one mi le Fun Run and the 5K Salmon Run w i l l be h e l d Saturday, June 1 4 t h , a t 4:30PM and
5:00 PMrespect ively. Races w i l l s t a r t at K r u e g e r P a r k , R t . 18, and t h e r e is a $5 pre e n t r y
and a $ 7 post e n t r y f e e . The p r e e n t r y f e e f o r the 5 K r u n i s $ 8 and $10 f o r t he p o s t e n t r y f e e .
A l l fees include insurance and CYRK T-Sh i r t s . Both male and female may compete in a l l races.
Appl icat ions and e n t r y f e e s may be mailed to P.O.Box 537, Wi lson, NY 14172. You may a l s o
c a l l 751-6704 f o r more information.* * * *. * x * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Ronald W. Hambl in , 8 1 , d ied at Niagara F a l l s Medical Cen te r on March 12, 1997 a f t e r a l o n g
i l l n e s s . H e w a S a na t i ve o f W i l s o n , t h e s o n o f Wi l l iam and Mabel Gephart Hamblin. H e gradu ‑
a t e d f r o m Wilson H i g h Schoo l i n 1934 and l a t e r at tended K e l l y Business I n s t i t u t e .

I n t h e 1930's h e p l a y e d w i t h t h e " I n d i g o e r s " , w e l l known Wilson O r c h e s t r a t h a t p layed a t
t h e f o r m e r C a t a r a c t House i n t h e F a l l s a s w e l l a s a t " S u n s e t I s l a n d Beach" i n Wilson. H e a l s o
served in t h e U . S . Army S i g n a l Corps du r ing Wor ld War I I He worked f o r t h e Niagara F ron t i e r
Trans i t Association f o r 35 y e a r s , and was S t a t i o n Supervisor of t h e M e t r o D i v. when he r e t i r e d .

He is survived by h i s w i f e , Winona Ward Hamblin of Wilson who he married in Niagara F a l l s ,
D e c . 1 2 , 1942. H e a l s o l e a v e s a s o n , W i l l i am Hamblin o f C l a y t o n , CA; a b r o t h e r , H a r r y Hamblin
of O h i o ; and two granddaughters. B u r i a l was in t h e N o r t h Ridge C e m e t e r y.

* * * * * * * * * *

A THANK YOU:
To M r s . Dorothy L o r t o f Wilson who r e c e n t l y made a generous contr ibut ion to t h e y e n e r a l

f u n d of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. Yo u r i n t e r e s t and suppor t is appreciated.* 4 * * * * * * * *
PICNIC:

Jan Spor leder r e p o r t s t h a t t h i s y e a r ' s a n n u a l " d i n n e r " w i l l be a P i c n i c to be h e l d at t h e
Barnum B l d g . at 6%O0PM, Monday evening , J u n e 1 6 t h . The c o s t w i l l be $3.66 p e r person .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMORIAL:

In a fi t t i n g t r i b u t e to t h e l a t e Win i f red He lw ig F i s c h e r , a t r e e was p l a n t e d on t h e musewn
grounds on May 3 r d by members of t h e Tr i - To n 4-H C l u b as an A r b o r Day Memorial to t h e f o r m e r
4 -H Leader and Environmentalist. Two of "Winniés" daugh te r s , S h i r l e y Novak of S y r a c u s e , and
Sharon F ischer of Tonawanda a t tended a n d watched as Extension A g e n t , Joe U r s o , and 4-H members
b a c k fi l l e d t h e new t r e e . The t r e e was marked w i t h a g o l d - l e t t e r e d plaque-BY S h i r l e y H a r p e r ,

C l u b L e a d e r , and L inda Stase lev iage A s s ' t L e a d e r r e a d a l e t t e r in commemoration of "Winnie".
She was a c h a r t e r member o f t h e Wilson H is / S o c . , and served as Chrm. o f b o t h t h e Ref resh ‑

ment and Ways & Means Committees. She w a s , h o w e v e r , b e s t known f o r h e r weaving a b i l i t y and was
a b l e to h e l p A r t Schnoor assemble t h e Donner Loom. Even a f t e r making a remarkable r e c o v e r y
f r o m a massive s t r o k e , she enjoyed showing and t e a c h i n g c h i l d r e n t o operate h e r p r i v a t e l o o m
a t t h e s o c i e t y ' s Memorial Day F a i r s .* *k * * * * * * * *

FINAL THOUGHT: |
Yo u know t e c h n o l o g y h a s passed you b y when t h e r e i s a power outage ° and n o t h i n g you own

i s  b l i n k i n g .
crs * * * * * * * * *
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SCHOOLHOUSE MEMORIES:
Thelma P a t t e r s o n r e c a l l e d some o f t h e good t imes she had when she and o the rs used t o r e ‑

hearse f o r p l a y s at t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse. She s a i d most of them were p u t on at t h e
Ransomville Grange H a l l , b u t occas iona l l y one would be per fo rmedat S t . P e t e r s on Church S t r e e t .

She remembered one r e h e a r s a l when Seward M o o t , who p l a y e d t h e p a r t of a w e a l t h y i n v a l i d , was
g i v e n "medicine" by h i s " n u r s e " , L i l l i a n Evans . A c t u a l l y , however, she gave h im a spoon f u l l
o f c o f f e e grounds--which he was seen s p i t t i n g o u t f o r some t ime a f t e r .

Ano ther t i m e , Thelma p l a y e d t h e p a r t , oppos i te h e r husband, o f a flamboyant o l d maid. She
was supposed to f a i n t and S t a n would y e l l , " C a l l an ambu lance- -ca l l t h e fi remen . "

I t seems t h a t Jack Evans wa lked i n when S t a n s t a r t e d y e l l i n g . J a c k h a d n ' t seen t h e p a r t
t hey were rehearsing b e f o r e , so he q u i c k l y r a n a c r o s s t h e r o a d to M a l o n e y ' s where he c a l l e d
t h e Wilson ambulance.

A s h o r t t ime l a t e r , w i t h l i g h t s fl a s h i n g and s i r e n b l o w i n g , t h e ambulance p y l l e d i n t o t h e
schoolhouse y a r d . Yo u c a n p i c t u r e t h e l o o k on t h e firemens' f a c e s when Bob LeVan t o l d them it
was j u s t a p l a y and every th ing was a l r i g h t .

It was in t h a t same p l a y t h a t Thelma, t he o l d maid, had to chase S t a n a l l around the stage
saying, " Yo u ' r e k ind o f a cute l i t t l e r u n t a t t h a t . " Don S e e f e l d t , who was a l s o i n the p l a y
“cracked up" and s a i d , " I s t h a t how it a l l s t a r t e d w i t h you, S tan ?"

Haze l and Bob LeVan were prompters f o r the a c t i n g group which consisted of L i l l i a n Evans;
Gwen He iden fe ld t ; Seward Moo t ; Don Seefeldt; Marvin Myers; Mrs. Frank Fenn; Jack Evans; Ke i t h
Moore ; S tan P a t t e r s o n ; Thelma P a t t e r s o n ; and C a r o l Fenn.

In one p l a y , Don See fe ld t p layed a p a r t opposi te one o f the y i r l s , and when he was unable to
be the re Stan took h i s p l a c e . Dur ing rehearsal, S t a n t o l d t h e g i r l , "Don ' t s tand so c l o s e ,
y o u ' r e steaming u p m y g l a s s e s . " Thelma sa id t h a t w i th a l l t he a d l i b b i n g , i t was a wonder
anyone was ab le to remember t h e i r l i n e s .

Most of the p l a y s were murder myster ies, and one was p u t on f o r a bowl ing banquet at S t .
P e t e r s Lu theran Church. I t was a f u n n i g h t and t h e c a s t sa i d and d i d t h i n g s t h a t w e r e n ' t i n
t h e  s c r i p t .

M r s . F e n n , f o r i n s t a n c e , p l a y e d t h e p a r t o f a c o l o r e d maid s o she had t o b l a c k e n h e r f a c e .
She wore whi te g l o v e s , and du r i ng t h e p l a y she p u t them o n h e r f a c e - - t h e n showed h e r b l a c k and
whi te g l o v e s to t h e aud ience - - i t " b rough t down t h e house . "

Thelma a l s o r e c a l l e d t h a t in t h e "Roaring Twenties" she at tended Wilson H i g h S c h o o l , and used
t o v i s i t t h e l i t t l e h o t dog s t a n d o n t h e c o r n e r across f r o m Welke r & B r e w n ' s S t o r e . There she
was a b l e to buy two h o t dogs and a b o t t l e o f soda f o r 25 cents. Thelma remarked , "Do t h a t
today i f you c a n . "

We thank Thelma f o r shar ing some of h e r h i l a r i o u s schoolhouse memories w i t h u s . Who knows ,
perhaps a f e w of o u r N e w s l e t t e r reade rs may have seen some of those "Schoolhouse" p l a y s .* * * * * * * * * *
QUILT WINNER:

The q u i l t was won t h i s y e a r by J e a n Nab lo Kennedy of N. Tonawanda. The b e a u t i f u l N o r t h
Ca ro l i na L i l y spread was q u i l t e d by B e t t y Stimson o f Wi lson.

The l o v e l y wh i te a fghan k n i t t e d by B lanche Wi lson of Chestnut Road was awarded as second
p r i z e to Don Croop of Wilson.

The t h i r d p r i z e , a n a t t r a c t i v e wood c a r v i n g b y Bob Schearer o f W i l s o n , was won b y Karen
R u s s e l l o f B u r t , New Yo r k .

The Wilson Ske tchbook , a history of Wilson,was f o u r t h p r i z e and i t was awarded to El izabeth
Schere r o f Wilson.

The 5 t h p r i z e , a Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y Recipe B o o k , was won b y V i r g i n i a K l a i b e r o f
W i l l i a m s v i l l e , N Y.

In a sepa ra te drawing,:a-Town of Wilson A f g h a n was awarded to K e e l e y Swick of Wi lson. The
h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty i s g r a t e f u l t o those who donated p r i z e s f o r t h e drawing, and a l s o t o t h e
hundreds of p e o p l e who made t h e drawing a success . Thank you .* * * * * * * * * *
4 t h GRADERS DONATE TREE: :

The 4 t h grade~ a t Thomas Marks School and t h e i r t e a c h e r , Johanna AY d r i t z , t o o k u p a c o l l e c ‑
t i o n and purchased an Adams Crabapple t r e e f r o m t h e Thomas Marks Nurse ry in Wilson. The c o s t
o f p l a n t i n g t h e t r e e in t h e schoolyard at t h e museum was donated by Thomas E. M a r k s .* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: Gardening is h e a l t h y exersize if you can st ra ighten up afterwards.
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FAIR HIGHLIGHTS: ,

Sunny skys and p l e a s a n t weather b r o u g h t thousands of visitors to t h i s y e a r ' s Memorial Day
F a i r making i t one o f t h e b e s t i n 2 5 y e a r s . The w e l l - p l a n n e d event was supervised b y L o i s
Barnum, N e t t i e St imson, D a r r e l l S m i t h , G a r y F i t c h , and Don Burrows. (Ron Zauner he lped p l a n
t h e event b u t was o u t of town on f a i r d a y. )

The 4 % acre "Hojack P a r k " was marked o f f o n Saturday p y Ernie G r e n v i l l e , D o n W i l t s e , B o b.
D i n s e , and Bob S c h e a r e r. D e a l e r s a r r i v e d a f t e r m i d n i g h t o n Monday and N e t t i e Stimson and B i l l
Loeschke spent a l l n i g h t showing them where to s e t u p . Bob B o t z e r j o i n e d them at 5AM, and

‘E rn ie G r e n v i l l e , Bob S c h e a r e r , and Wa l t e r Holmes a r r i v e d a t 6AM t o g i v e them a hand.
A f t e r t h e dea lers were s e t , B i l l Loeschke t o o k charge of t h e p a r k i n g a l o n g R t . 425 and h i s

he lpe rs were Bob B o t z e r , Red C l a r k , W a l t e r Ho lmes , James Car r i gan , Howard H u n t e r , Bob Schea re r,
E rn ie G r e n v i l l e , and a group o f o f fi c e r s f r o m t h e Niagara County Emergency Serv ices.

WLVL Radio , L o c k p o r t , was opera t i ng o n t h e grounds b y 6AM w i t h John May and B i l l Cameron
at t h e mike. Anyone who tuned in WLVL t h a t morning should agree t h e y d i d a fi n e j o b plugging
t h e f a i r . Good Neighbor Dave Marmon a l s o accepted a n i n v i t a t i o n f r o m t h e f a i r committee t o
spend t h e day making p e r t i n e n t f a i r announcements by t h e o l d 1903 Caboose. Dave d i d a good j o b
desp i te t h e f a c t a l l t h e museum speakers were n o t work ing p r o p e r l y .

By 9AM t h e f a i r grounds were " jumping" , and Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , r e p o r t e d t h a t o u r f r e e s h u t ‑
t l e bus serv ice was b r i n g i n g f u l l l o a d s o f p e o p l e t o t h e grounds . I n s p i t e o f t h i s , c a r s were
parked on b o t h s ides of t h e r o a d and as f a r s o u t h as t h e I d e Road.

P u b l i c i z i n g t h e f a i r i s , o f c o u r s e , v e r y impor tan t , and Marge Wil l iams d i d a yood j o b . I n
a d d i t i o n t o sending p r e s s r e l e a s e s t o l o c a l papers, she a l s o ar ranged f o r L o i s Barnum, Barbara
f f oshe r, Winnie Te r r y , and h e r s e l f , t o appear on t h e I n e z Wal lens show in Niagara F a l l s . F a i r
P o s t e r s were handed o u t , and I n e z interv iewed Marge about t h e f a i r . You may a l s o have seen
G a r y F i t c h and Dan K ing on Tom J o l l s 5:30 weather r e p o r t on Channel 7 TV News. Dan and Gary
t o o k t h e 1912 " M e t z " w i t h them to adver t i se t h e f a i r , and G a r y was in terv iewed by Tom J o l l s .

Perhaps t h e newest and b e s t a t t r a c t i o n t h i s y e a r was t h e Randal l Road Schoolhouse which was
dedicated on May 1 8 t h . The schoo l is n o t o n l y a c r e d i t to t h e museum, b u t a l s o to t h e many
persons who made t h e moving and renovat ion p r o j e c t p o s s i b l e . Schoolhouse Chrm. , Wanda Burrows,
g ree ted v i s i t o r s most o f t h e day w h i l e o t h e r a t t e n d a n t s were Lo is Jennings, Don Croop, E l i z a b e t h
H e l d , Helen H o r t o n , Donna F r i t t t o n , and G a r y P e t t i t . I n c i d e n t a l l y, Wanda i s l o o k i n g f o r p h o t o ‑
graphs of f o r m e r r u r a l schoo l teachers in Wilson to p l a c e on t h e schoolhouse w a l l s . If you
have one y o u ' d l i k e to dona te , p l e a s e g e t in touch w i t h Wanda.

The Ways & Means s tand was opera ted by Dick Schmidle who t o o k over f o r S a l l y Smi th , C h r n . ,
who was busy wi th the f u n n e l cake concession. Helping Dick were Mi les Linnabery, Kara Holden,
Al Waite, AND Paul Holden. The ad jo in ing q u i l t concession was attended ‐ by B e t t y St imson,
B e t t y Hausman, L u c i l l e Upton, Peg F r i t t o n , Norma Ward, Jeanne Schmidle, Sandra Holden, and
Mary Ann Brogan.

Wa l l y Goodman and B i l l Rose d i d some n ice re-arranging in the D r . Argue Car Bu i ld ing , and
a l l autos were shined u p and looked g r e a t . A n i c e touch were the computerized i d e n t i fi c a t i o n
signs made up by B i l l f o r a l l t he c a r s . A new case was fi l l e d w i th trophies dear to the l a t e
d o c t o r ' s h e a r t , and B i l l said t h a t more cases w i t h antique car memorabilia w i l l be added.
I nc iden ta l l y, a l l adopt -a-car models looked fi n e , and Wal ly and B i l l deserve a pat-on-the-back
f o r " c a r s i t t i n g " t he en t i r e day.

One of our more a c t i v e j u n i o r members, Joshua Smi th , organized a b a l l - t o s s game to ra i se
money f o r t h e museum. L i v e g o l d fi s h were t h e p r i z e s , and t h e gameproved to be v e r y p o p u l a r and
b r o u g h t i n a s u r p r i s i n g amount o f money. L i k e a l l chai rmen, Joshua had h i s h e l p e r s inc lud ing
M i c h a e l , Dav id , and Joshua B r a d y, Brandon S c h e s s e l , and S t e v e F o w l e r .

Doug and J u l i e Smith p r o b a b l y came t h e g r e a t e s t d is tance t o h e l p w i t h t h e f a i r . The Smiths
l i v e near Yo r k , P a . , and were happy t o hand o u t f r e e b a l l o o n s t o t h e hundreds o f ch i ldren who
at tended t h e f a i r . Working at t h e f a i r is a tradition w i t h Doug who s t a r t e d he lp ing around
1975 when he was about: 14 years o l d .

I n s i d e t h e Depo t , Dorothy M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r , r ea r ranged a number o f r e g u l a r e x h i b i t s i n ‑
c l u d i n g an a t t r a c t i v e photographic d i s p l a y in t h e M i l l i e Croop room. Thanks to Hoy t Desso,
t h e E lw in Up ton Do l l house now has a new base which perm i t s i t t o be exh ib i t ed p r o p e r l y . Hoy t
a l s o r e - fi n i s h e d and repa i red a new case i n t h e t i c k e t o f fi c e f o r t h e John Myers Memorial d i s ‑
p l a y . Dorothy a l s o a r ranged t o have t h e f o l l o w i n g p e o p l e watch t h e depo t d u r i n g t h e f a i r :
N o r r i e D e s s o , Joe and Marguer i te G e i s e r , E l l s w o r t h McKelvey, Neva Bened i c t , Edna Rose , E l s i e
F i t c h , J a c k M a x fi e l d , H e l e n H o r t o n , V i r g i n i a and Gordon S t r a b l o w, Dora Wakeman, June Kropp ,
G e r r y Swann, and Judy and Ron Yaskow.

Anne F a e r y, Membership C h r m . , a l s o s e t up a t a b l e , and s e v e r a l new members were signed up
i n c l u d i n g one new L i f e Member. A s s i s t i n g Anne were Jeanne Schmidle, and Mary and E d Webster.

E l e a n o r M y e r s , town h i s t o r i a n , a l s o had t a b l e s s e t u p i n t h e P a t t e r s o n Room where v i s i t o r s
c o u l d s i g n a r e g i s t e r i f t h e y e v e r a t tended a s c h o o l i n Wi lson. Many a l s o enjoyed checking o v e r
t h e comp le te c o l l e c t i o n o f Wilson H i g h School " C r e s t s " . He lp ing E l e a n o r were L o i s Jennings,
L u c i l l e U p t o n , Janice S p o r l e d e r , and Marion Campbel l .

A l l t h e f o o d concessions d i d w e l l and t h e B e e f on Weck was espec ia l l y good. Dorothy Kn igh t
was "Head Cook" and cook h e l p e r s were Sandra Ho lden , Karen R u s s e l l , Dena Mandev i l l e , Margare t
S e i n e r, B e t t y S z a n t o r , Anne Rohr ing , Marge C r a i g , Emi ly McAvoy, Kathy F r e r i c h s , Maxine and
B i l l J o n e s , and Carr ie Dziomba.

Pam G r o f f was n e x t in l i n e w i t h t h e homemade p i e concession. Over 60 p i e s were served a l o n g
w i t h asso r ted cookies and cupcakes Pam's w o r k e r s were Amelia Bach, E s t h e r Ge i se , Chr is Goodman,
E l l i n E l l i s , S y l v i a McCuaig, and Bernice Robinson.

L a s t b u t n o t l e a s t was t h e " d r i n k " s tand cha i red b y Sara B e r r y . That was where you c o u l d
p i c k up a c u p of c o f f e e , lemonade, or peps i to go w i t h y o u r homemade p i e or beef-on-weck. S e r a ' s
he lpe rs were m o s t l y " A l l in t h e Family" and consisted of R e v. Daniel and Neoma B e r r y , C a r l anc
Judy Jennejahn, George Montgomery, and S i d fettit--also Don Croop , o f f and o n .

Continued on Pagé 3)
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The famous Chiavet ta Chicken Bar-B-Que w a s , as u s u a l , w e l l organized by S h i r l e y H u n t e r and
S h i r l e y Linnenbank. S e r v i n g 1400 ch icken d inne rs i s n o easy t a s k - - t h a t ' s a l o t o f c h i c k e n , ana
i t t o o k a l o t o f good p e o p l e t o hand le i t . H o w e v e r , t h e " S h i r l e y Team" l i n e d u p a goodcrew i n ‑
c l u d i n g Micky H u n t e r , L a r r y Andrews, Leona H u n t e r , Norma A i k e r s , Marion Campbell , Ruth Thomas,
Judy Okon iewsk i , An i ta P e a r c e , Jack L i n n e n b a n k , J a n and Richard Z ipp , E s t h e r M y e r s , Paul ine
A l v e r s , S h i r l e y E v a n s , Jackie Rodgers , Sue C r u i c k s h a n k , Winnie T e r r y , and Jack Te r r y .

; F o r many years , D ick and Sue S c h u l t z have opera ted t h e p o p u l a r popcorn and lemonade s t a n a ,
and t h i s year was no except ion. D i ck and Sue were g r a t e f u l f o r t h e i r h e l p e r s : Te r r y and
Joyce Rohr ing , Geo rge and Sue C r u i c k s h a n k , K e l l i J o r d a n , Jamie Campbel l , and J e n P u f f , who k e p t
t h i n g s "poppin".

K y l e Andrews was in c h a r g e of t h e pepsi cann is ters which were p laced at s e v e r a l o u t l e t s , i n ‑
c l u d i n g t h e popcorn s tand . K y l e d i d a g r e a t j o b because h e mace s u r e t h a t a minimum o f carini‑
s t e r s would b e tapped n e a r t h e mid a f t e r n o o n which saved the’ s o c i e t y b ig . "DUCKS". e t

S a l l y Smi th 's f u n n e l cakes topped t h e 1,000 mark t h i s y e a r w i t h 1085 a c t u a l l y s o l d . That
f\yvas a 2 5 year r e c o r d - - n o doubt due t o t h e c u t e " F u n n e l Bunnies" who dispensed them. S e v e r a l

persons worked w i t h S a l l y o n Sa tu rday t o mix u p t h e f u n n e l b a t t e r w h i c h , i n c i d e n t a l l y , c o n ‑
ta ined 30 dozen eggs . They were: Albina Murawsk i , Wanda B u r r o w s , Laur ie E v a n s , Michele E v a n s ,
Lorraine B r a d y, Susan Sob ieg ray, and Marianne Evans .

On F a i r D a y, t h e members and f r i e n d s ~ who he iped s e r v e f u n n e l cakes to a neve r ending
l i n e of customers were: S a l l y S m i t h , Marianne E v e n s , and Lorra ine B r a d y, who worked a l l day ;
Susan Sob iegray, I r e n e Murawski, M a r y K e l k e n b e r g , C h r i s Schnyder, and Linda H o o v e r , who worked
most o f t h e d a y ; and Jane and John Demmin and Donna P e t t i t and Audrey C o l l e s a n o who worked f r o m
2 to 4PM. Even N e t t i e S t imson , who was up a l l n i g h t park ing D e a l e r s , spent an h o u r on t h e f u n ‑
n e l c a k e d e t a i l . Lo r ra ine Brady and M a r i a n n eEvans he lped s e t up t h e f u n n e l cake s t a n d , and
worked u n t i l 9PM Monday n i g h t he lp i ng S a l l y c l e a n - u p .

Our c o f f e e l a d y , Judy Z a u n e r , was o u t o f town o n f a i r day s o C a r o l Smith t o o k charge o f t h e
c o f f e e and doughnut s tand n e x t to t h e d e p o t . T h i s s tand opens at 5:00 AM to prov ide c o f f e and
donuts to Vendors and o t h e r e a r l y r i s e r s . C a r o l ' s h e l p e r s inc luded G a i l Wa l d e r , Mary M i l l e r ,
Judy Okon iewsk i , G r e g M a n d e v i l l e , Tim Cramb, Neva-Bened ic t , C h e r y l B r o w n , H e l e n S t e v e n s ,
S h i r l e y E v a n s , Tom Sharpe , C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Sandra and K a r a Ho lden , Mau reen B r y e r , Bonnie M u c k ,
P h y l i s B rez ing , Eadte Goodnight , P a t R i c e , and Jan ice McDowell .

D a l e S c h l y e r has been operat ing " A r t ' s H o t Dogs" s t a n d s ince A r t was no l o n g e r a b l e to do i t .
Th i s year, "Debbie and Dale" , (because of t h e r u s h ) , had to s h u t down f o r a s h o r t t ime u n t i l a
new batch of "dogs" cou ld be obtained f r o m Lakeside. In s p i t e of t h i s they so ld 360 pounds of
h o t dogs. “Debbie and D a l e " had a g r e a t crew i n c l u d i n g t h e David L e s t e r f a m i l y, the Randy Ward
f a m i l y, Ed A l l g e i e r, "Chuck" Messersmith, and a g r e a t bunch of young hasd-working youths i n ‑
c l ud ing Ta r a Barnum.(The l a t e fo rmer H i s t . Soc . P r e s . , Whit Barnum, would have been proud of
h i s granddaughter.) so

The new C o t t o n Candy machine worked e x t r e m e l y w e l l and Melinda Hutchison was w e l l pleased
ANwith t h e way it worked. The jumbo sized cones were in b i g demand.Melinda and Jack ana h e r

h e l p e r s , Don, J a n e t , M a r k , and Ta r a Laur ie , worked a l l day l o n g .
Near t he Cot ton Candy was the Sno Cone and Pepsi t r u c k operated by Joe and Linda Moran.

Helping them were Mary and Bob Savigny, Jenna Ancrews, Mary C l a r k , and Barbara Mosher. The
Sno Cones and Cot ton candy were ve ry popular. w i t h the young people at tending the f a i r .

At t h e entranceway to t h e f a i r grounds y o u may have no t i ced t h e b e a u t i f u l p lan t ings around
t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y S i g n . They were provided and p l a n t e d b y B e u t e l N u r s e r i e s , S . Wilson.

J e r r y Kadryna of Lakeside M a r k e t , W i l s o n , has l o n g been known f o r h i s generos i ty and coop‑
era t i on w i t h l o c a l churches and o t h e r o rgan i za t i ons . Th i s y e a r, t h e s o c i e t y purchased most o f
t h e i r supp l ies f r o m Lakes ide , which 4s a l s o v e r y convenient because J e r r y w i l l h o l d them at t h e
s t o r e u n t i l needed. Weespec ia l l y wish to thank J e r r y f o r paying t h e r e n t a l f e e f o r t h e i c e
t r u c k , and a l s o f o r d o n a t i n g t h e r e a d y - t o - u s e lemonade d r i n k used a t t h e var ious stands.

Ti cke t s a l e s a r e v e r y impor tan t to t h e f a i r opera t ion because t i c k e t s a r e used in p l a c e o f
cash t o purchase f o o d . Eachi f o o d i t e m i s s o l d f o r a s p e c i fi e d number o f t i c k e t s which were
ava i l ab le at s e v e r a l t i c k e t booths . G a r y F i t c h was respons ib le f o r t i c k e t s and s a l e s , and he
se lec ted q u a l i fi e d persons t o h e l p o u t a s cash ie rs . Working w i t h G a r were : Don W i l t s e , W a l t e r
E v a n s , Barbara Mosher, M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , Norma A k e r s , M a r g e W i l l i a m s , Bonnie Muck , Ronaca O r t i z ,
Wa l t e r Moxham, Jamie Moxham, Kevin K i n g , L e a K i n g , K e i t h D i x o n , Ka thy D ixon , K a r e n A i k i n ,
M iche l l e W a l c k , and Edward Webster.

The f a i r ' s finances were in good hands w i t h J im and B e t h Waldron and C a r o l e Schnoor spending
most o f t h e day i n t h e Depo t c i s t r i b u t i n g change , coun t i ng money, and keeping a reco rd o f a l l
r e c e i p t s . Judy K i n g a l s o worked w i t h them a s a " r u n n e r " , and picked u p cash f r o m t h e var ious
conessions a l l d a y. The b i g g e r j o b s t a r t e d a f t e r t h e f a i r , however when a l l b i l l s h a d to be
t u r n e d in and accounted f o r .

N o t enough can be sa id f o r t he f a i r chairmen and w o r k e r s who cleaned up t h e i r w o r k areas
b e f o r e go ing home. Spec ia l thanks to June Rohr ing , Red C l a r k , and W a l l y Moxham who stayed

AN™ u n t i l 7PM c l e a n i n g t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g and l o a d i n g u p t h e t a b l e s and c h a i r s t h a t were loaned
f o r t h e Bar-B-Que by F r a n k B r u n n e r of Newfane.

W e should a l s o b e v e r y g r a t e f u l t o t h e members and f r i e n d s who worked u n t i l 9PM Monday n i g h t
p u t t i n g away t i c k e t b o o t h s , s t a n d s , r e f r i g e r a t o r s , and p i c k i n g u p t r a s h l e f t around t h e grounds:
Don B u r r o w s , Ga ry F i t c h , D a r r e l l Smi th , E l t o n K r o p p , S a l l y S m i t h , Wanda B u r r o w s , Judy K i n g ,
Marianne Evens,, Laur ie E v a n s , Michael E v a n s , Joshua S m i t h , and t h e "Brady B u n c h " , L o r r a i n e ,
J o s h u a , M i c h a e l , and Danie l . ;

Wi th cooperation f r o m f a i r cha i rmen, we have t r i e d to l i s t everyone who worked at t h e f a i r .
I t is q u i t e poss ib le some may have been overlooked. I f s o , we a r e s o r r y .

* * * * * * * * * bid .

SOUNDINGS:
Summer is t h e t ime to keep t h e house as c o l d as y o u complained about in t h e w i n t e r .* * * * * * * * * *
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MEMBER IN THE NEWS: , ‘

C h r i s S c h u l t z , son of C a l v i n a n d Sue S c h u l t z , was named Valedic tor ian of t h e C l a s s of " 9 7 ,
Wilson C e n t r a l H igh Schoo l . He had a 98.17% average in an academic programcons is t ing o f
A P Chemistry, A P E n g l i g hL i t e r a t u r e , and C o l l e g e l e v e l Ca l cu l us .

Chr i s was President of t h e Senior C l a s s and member of t h e Nat ional Honor S o c i e t y. He was
a member o f t h e S tuden t Counci l and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e Band and t h e A l l County Band and
Orches t ra . He is l i s t e d in Who's Who among American schoo l s t u d e n t s , and h i s involvement in
s p o r t s included Va r s i t y B a s e b a l l , Tenn i s , and F o o t b a l l .

C h r i s a l s o f o u n d t ime t c v o l u n t e e r h i s serv ices a t N o r t h Ridge: U.M. Church; t h e Wilson H i s .
Soc ie ty ; Sanborn F i r e Company Band, and merker o f Troop 67 , B . S . A . , where he achieved t h e r a n k
o f E a g l e S c o u t . He p l a n s to f u r t h e r n i s educat ion a t t h e Un ive rs i t y o f Rochester where he w i l l
ma jor in Mathematics.

* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACCUISITIONS:

B i l l Rose has donated a "Cram A t l a s , 1889; "Secess ion" , a p e r s o n a l Narrative of P r o s c r i p ‑
t i o n f o r being an Abo l i t ion is t -1856; Leather bound " G e t t y s b u r g Address" and o t h e r speeches;
and Poe t i ca l works o f Rober t Burns-3rd Impress ion , 1911. VA

J a l l i e Cuddeback, L o c k p o r t : 50 S t a r F l a g in memory of Rober t Cuddeback.
N e t t i e Stimson, Lewiston: Pa in t i ng of t h e Wilson P i e r by Audrey O r r .
Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l ( v i a Wa l l a c e Gocéman): 1995 a n d 1996 " C r e s t s "

te * * > % * *& * * *

IS MUSEUM ON INTERNET?:
F rece r i co M a r z o r a t t i , a n e l e v e n y e a r o l d boy f r o m P a r i s E t u l a i n S/NO, A rgen t i na , s e n t a

l e t t e r to t h e Wilson Museum reques t ing brochures , c a r d s , o r p i c t u r e s . In response we s e n t
him some cards and brochure so he c o u l d l e a r n a l i t t l e more about Wi lson.

Since t h i s i s t h e second t ime we have rece ived l e t t e r s f r o m South America, i t wou ld be
i n t e r e s t i n g how a boy f r o m A r g e n t i n a and o n e f r o m B r a z i l found o u t about t h e Wilson Museum.

‘ * * * * *& * * * Xe *
NEW MEMBERS: .

I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: Rev. Rona ld H a e f e r , p a s t o r o f S t .
P a u l ' s Evange l i ca l Lutheran Church in Wi l son ; a l s o Cha r l es and Jessie Michel o f Ransom‑
v i l l e ; and Suzanne H. S c o t t of D a y t o n , O h i o , a d i r e c t descendent of Reuben Wilson a f t e r whom
t h e Town of Wilson is named. * * * * * x * * * *
SUMMER MEETINGS:

There w i l l be no monthly program meetings d u r i n g the months J u l y and Augus t . The Board
of Directors w i l l meet as u s u a l on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, and the museum w i l l be open
f o r v i s i t o r s f r o m 2-dpm on Sunday af ternoons.* * * * * a * * *
BOARD REPORTS:

A t t h e May meeting, t h e Board accepted, w i t h deep r e g r e t , the res igna t i on o f Lo i s Jennings
as Chairman of the Acqu is i t ions Conmm., who served in t h a t capacity f o r the p a s t 20 years. Don
‘hes eppolntec Celeste Crewford. to succeee L e i g in thés very essential. p o s i t i o n . * ‑

The res igna t ion o f Jim Waldron as t reasure r was a l s o accepted, and Don Burrows, P r e s . , has
appointed Judy King to r e p l a c e him. Jim has served two years as t reasurer dur ing which time
he d i d a commendable j o b . We a r e s o r r y to l o s e the services of J im, b u t happy t h a t someone
a s w e l l q u a l i fi e d a s Judy w i l l b e t a k i n g h i s p l a c e .* * * * * * * * * *
WAR HORSES:

M r . Richard Lynch o f J a f f r e y, N H , h i t t h e jackpot when h e wrote t h e s o c i e t y f o r information
about a ho rse c a l l e d " B i l l y Sherman". He is w r i t i n g a book about C i v i l War horses and hopes
to inc lude Wi lson's " B i l l y " in i t .

W e s e n t M r . Lynch a copy o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s 12 th p u b l i c a t i o n , "The S t o r y o f B i l l y Sherman",
and s u g y e s t e d t h a t h e migh t use ma te r i a l f r o m t h e book le t p rov id ing h e c r e d i t s t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty as h i s source of in format ion.

% * w * * * * * * *
MUSEUM GREETERS:

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w, Chrm. , has submitted t h i s l i s t o f g r e e t e r s f o r t h e Museum o n Sunday
af ternoons f r o m 2-4PM: J u l y 6 t h , Howard & Leona Hunter (open-Dick Schmidle); J u l y 1 3 t h , Gus
and David Brad ley (open-Carole Schnoor) ; J u l y 2 0 t h , H a r o l d & Neva Benedict (open-Celeste
Crawford) ; J u l y 2 7 t h , Rober t & Bobbie H u l l (open-Don Croop);

A u g u s t 3 r d , Don. and Mary Ann B a s i l (open-Wally Goodman); Augus t 1 0 t h , John and Jane Dem‑
min (open-Darrel l Sm i t h ) ; Augus t 1 7 t h , B i l l & Maxine Jones (open-Milton C l a r k ) ; J u l y 2 4 t h ,
Charles & Ann H o r t o n , (open-Don Croop); Augus t 3 1 s t , B i l l and Judy Rose (open- Wa l l y Goodman);
September 7 t h , Don and Wanda Burrows (Open- Don Burrows)* * * * * * * * * *
ANNUAL DINNER:

About 50 persons a t tended t h e annua l " p i c n i c " on June 9 , 1997, t h a t was h e l d in t h e B a r ‑
num B l d g . at 6:00PM. A t a s t y menu. consis t ing of ‘hot dogs, p o t a t o s a l a d , c a r r o t s a l a d , baked
beans, lemonade, c o f f e e , brownies, cook ies , watermelon and i c e cream was s e r v e d ‘Janice Spor~
l e d e r , Chrm., S h i r l e y Evans, Barbara Mosher, Winnie Te r r y , L u c i l l e Up ton , Emi l y McAvoy, Marge
Wi l l iams, Mi les Linnabery, and Mary Ann Brogan. ,

A f t e r t h e d i n n e r, a s h o r t meeting was conducted by Don Burrows, P r e s . , who a l s o asked
f o r r e p o r t s f r o m committee chairmen o n t h e i r p a s t y e a r ' s a c t i v i t i e s .

* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:

A wise man never p l a n t s more g a r d e n than h i s wife can hoe.
w * * * * * * * * *
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MARKERS HIGHLIGHT WILSON"S PAST:
About 1 4 h i s t o r i c a l m a r k e r s h a v e been e r e c t e d i n t h e town o f W i l s o n , and most o f them were

p u t i n p l a c e t h r o u g n t h e e f f o r t s o f J a n e t S p o r l e d e r, Chrm. o f t h e H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s Comm. I n
a d d i t i o n , whenever any o f t h e s igns needed r e - p a i n t i n g , J a n has t a k e n c a r e o f i t .

The society has selected s i t e s t h a t a r e no ted f o r t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t , and these i n ‑
c l u d e , " B i l l y Sherman's G r a v e s i t e " , Wilson/Burt R d . ; Reuben Wi lson 's Land ing , R t . 1 8 a t Map le ;
P o r t of E n t r y , Wi lson Boathouse; Reuben Wi lson Home, W. Young S t r e e t ; C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e , at
s i t e o f Town H a l l ; Tabo r B r i d g e , L a k e s t r e e t ; Wr i g h t Homestead, Dan ie l ' s R d . ; 1824 L o g C a b i n ,
E a s t W i l son ; "Hojack P a r k " , museum grounds; R a n d a l l Road Cemetery ; F i r s t schoolhouse in v i l l a c e ,
s i t e o f Wi lson House I n n ; K ruse B r i c k K i l n , Beebe Road; and home o f I r a P e t t i t , ( D i a r y o f Deadman)

E l e a n o r M y e r s , town h i s t o r i a n , suggested r e c e n t l y t h a t t h e s i t e o f t h e f o r m e r Barnum Founery
on Wood S t r e e t might a l s o poss ib ly be considered f o r a h i s t o r i c m a r k e r . The Barnum Foundry is
l i s t e d i n t h e 1869 Niagara Coun t y D i r e c t o r y a s t h e Barnum, Wi lson C o . , m a n u f a c t u r e r s o f a g r i ‑
c u l t u r a l implements and c a s t i n g s . In i t s d a y, t h e Barnum P l o w was b u i l t t h e r e , and one of them
is on Gisp lay a t t h e museum in t h e F i t t r o Shop. I t was acqu i red and donated to t h e museum by
the l a t e Helen Bornyraeber of Wilson.

The o r i g i n o f the Barnum f a m i l y i s q u i t e i n t e r e s t i n g and dates back t o 1650 when Thomas B a r ‑
num of Danbury, CN, and many of h i s descendents , a t ta ined prominence in New England. Perhaps
t h e most famous o f these was Phineas Ta y l o r Barnum, b e t t e r known a s P. T. Barnum, whos " G r e a t e s t
Show on E a r t h " , b rought fame and f o r t u n e t o ' such wel l -known persona l i t i es as "Tom Thumb”, "The
Seven Suther land S i s t e r s " , and " B u f f a l o B i l l " .

P. T. Barnum's g r a n d f a t h e r, Ephraem Barnum, who served in t h e Revolunt ionary Wa r, was t h e y r e a t
grandson of Thomas Barnum of Danbury, anc another g r e a t grandson was Captain Richard Barnum, who
a l s o served in t h e Revolution w i t h t h é 16thConnecticut Regiment.

Cap t . Barnum's grandson, Richard Barnum, was named a f t e r him, and Richard was t h e one who
brought the Barnum name to Western New Yo r k . In 1808, a Cooper by t r a d e , he walked f rom Danoury,
C T. t o Monroe Coun ty and s e t t l e d n e a r P e n fi e l d , N Y.

H e mar r ied E l e c t a L l o y d , and t h e y moved t o B r i g h t o n , N Y, where t h e i r homestead l a t e r became
Known as t h e "Barnum's Te r r a c e . " Two s o n s , Freder ick F o s t e r and David L l o y d , received t h e i r
educat ion in B r i g h t o n .

David L l o y d l a t e r moved t o Wi lson w h e r e , i n 1863, h e opened u p a n i r o n f o u n d r y o n Wood S t .
i n t h e v i l l a g e . H e marr ied E l i z a b e t h D y g e r t and t h e y had e i g h t c h i l d r e n . H e was a member o f
t h e Presbyter ian Church ; t h e v i l l a g e b o a r d ; and t h e Wilson School B o a r d ; and he was a lways i n t e r ‑
e s t e d i n t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e v i l l a g e . B o t h h e and h i s w i f e , E l i z a b e t h , a r e b u r i e d i n Greenwood
Cemete ry.

Dav id 's b r o t h e r , Freder ick F o s t e r Barnum came to Wi lson in 1862, and purchased l a n d s o u t h of
t h e v i l l a g e on Wilson/Cambria r o a d , L o t #5 . H i s s o n , James, marr ied A l i d a W o l l a b e r , and t h e y hac
a s o n whom t h e y named Frederick F o s t e r Barnum a f t e r h i s g r a n d f a t h e r .

Freder ick F o s t e r Barnum marr ied Maude Crossman a n d , f r o m 1936 to 1947, he was town hichway
superintendent. In 1947 he was e l e c t e d town superv isor and h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n u n t i l he d i e o in
1949. H e was suceeded b y h i s s o n , Whitney B a r n u m , who h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n f o r 2 2 y e a r s - - l o n g e r
t h a n any o t h e r superv isor. Three o t h e r s who served a l o n g t ime were : V i c t o r B e r l i n , 11 y e a r s ;
Reuben W i l s o n , 1 0 y e a r s ; and Roland S i n g e r , 7 y e a r s .

S ince t h e Barnum f a m i l y name has been so prominent ly connected w i t h t h e business and
p o l i t i c a l l i f e of t h e Wi lson Community f o r so many y e a r s , t h e suggest ion made by M r s . M y e r s to
p l a c e a h i s t o r i c a l m a r k e r at t h e s i t e of t h e o l d Barnum,Wilson Co . f o u n d r y appears to be a
good o n e .

* * %* %& %&* %®* %*8* FF F&F *

SNAKE O I L :
E a r l y s e t t l e r s used t o fi n d hundreds o f r a t t l e s n a k e s i n s e v e r a l a reas o f Niagara Coun t y

i n c l u d i n g t h e r o c k y s e c t o r i n L o c k p o r t named a f t e r t h e m , " R a t t l e s n a k e H i l l . " Many o f t h e snakes
were k i l l e d when h u n t i n g p a r t i e s were formed t o " r o o t o u t " t h e venemous r e p t i l e s ,

"Ra t t lesnake Johnny" , famous Niagara C o u n t y snake h u n t e r , amazed res iden ts by h i s apparent
immunity t o snake b i t e s when h e r a i d e d t h e s e r p e n t s ' n e s t s .

"Johnny" was t h e s o l e owner and vendor o f a c u r e - a l l , “ R a t t l e s n a k e O i l " , which was supposed
to be good f o r rhuematism and a r t h r i t i s .

: * * * %* %F kK %&F K * *

BON MOT: .
; ' . ' i > 1Admi t y o u ' r e wrong when y o u ' r e a and you ja beairight.
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NEW MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMEN:

Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , has appointed Sandy and K a r a Ho lden of Wi lson to t h e o f fi c e of C o ‑
Chairmen of t h e soc ie ty ' s Membership Committee. The appointments were made to fi l l a vacancy
l e f t b y t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f Anne F a e r y, who p l a n s t o move o u t - o f - s t a t e .

The Membership Chairman p e r f o r m s one of t h e most impor tan t f u n c t i o n s in ope ra t i on of t h e
h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y - - - t h a t o f keeping a c c u r a t e , u p - t o - d a t e fi l e s o n a l l a c t i v e and del inquent
members; m a i l i n g o u t membership c a r d s ; making up t h e a n n u a l membership r o l l ; and addressing
and m a i l i n g o u t t h e s o c i e t y ' s mon th l y N e w s l e t t e r .

The soc ie t y has had s e v e r a l v e r y dedicated members h o l d t h e p o s i t i o n of Membership C h r m . ,
i n c l u d i n g Marion Campbell (1972-75); M i l l i e Croop (1976) ; C h r i s t i n e Kelman (1977-90); and
Anne F a e r y, (1991-97).

We welcome Sandy and K a r a , and hope t h a t everyone w i l l t r y to make t h e i r j o b eas ier by
renewing memberships by t h e fi r s t of each New Ye a r . Dur ing t h e l a s t q u a r t e r of t h e y e a r , a
r e n e w a l a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l b e p l a c e d i n t h e O c t . , N o v . , and D e c . , N e w s l e t t e r s s o t h a t b y J a n . i s t
everyone w i l l have h a d ample t ime to renew t h e i r cues and s t a r t t h e New Ye a r o f f r i y h t .

Sandy and K a r a have designed a new a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m f o r 1998 which w e b e l i e v e w i l l b e eas ie r
f o r members to u s e . We aga in cau t ion eve ryone to be s u r e t h a t y o u r address i s c o r r e c t because
t h e P o s t O f fi c e w i l l y e n e r a l l y n o t f o r w a r d 3 r d C l a s s m a i l .

; * x * * * * * * * *

NEW L I F E MEMBER:
I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o announce t h a t Me l va (A rno ld ) Beecher C r a f t has become a L i f e Member

o f t h e soc ie t y t h r o u g h t h e cour tesy o f h e r s i s t e r , J u n e . Melva is t h e daughter o f M i l f o r d P.
A r n o l d anc Emma S . Snyder, and was b o r n i n S o m e r s e t , A u g u s t 2 1 , 1918. A f t e r a t t e n d i n g schoo ls
i n Ransomvi l le , Kenmore, Jamestown, Orchard P a r k and B a r k e r , she g r a d u a t e d a s Va l e d i c t o r i a n
o f t h e fi r s t c l a s s t o g r a d u a t e f r o m t h e New Wi lson H i g h S c h o o l i n 1936.

She marr ied Edyar N. Beecher in 1972 and t h e y h a d fi v e c h i l d r e n , D o r o t h y, Marian (Broyosus),
Edwin, E l s i e (Ondak), and C a r l . She mar r ied K i r b y C r a f t in 1991 and b o t h he and Edgar Beecher
a r e deceased.

She is a member o f S t . James Uni ted Method is t Church in Niagara F a l l s ; t h e S t . James
Senior C i t i z e n C l u b ; t h e Niagara F a l l s Chapter 0 . E . S #582; I n t e r n a t i o n a l Tr a i n i n g i n Communi‑
c a t i o n s ; and t h e C y s t i c F i b r o s i s Foundation of WNY. (Three of h e r c h i l d r e n passed away w i t h
C y s t i c Fibrosis-~a g e n e t i c d i sease . )* * * * * * * * * *
SUCCESSFUL SEARCH:

Wanda B u r r o w s , C o r . S e c ' y. , r e c e n t l y received a b e a u t i f u l l y framed marriaye c e r t i fi c a t e
of the 1868 marraige of Charles Shaw of Wilson and M r s . Chester VanWagoner. It was in good
condit ion when found in a c e l l a r at 155 P a r k A v e . , B u f f a l o , where i t l a i d f o r 43 yea rs .Mr. Tom
G e i s t , who acquired t h e c e r t i fi c a t e , gave i t t o Bob Zastrow o f Wi lson , and h e turned i t o v e r
to Wanda. I t was M r . G e i s t ' s wish t h a t t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc . genealogical records be searched
f o r a descendant, b u t i f one cou ld n o t be found the c e r t i fi c a t e was to s t a y in t h e Museum.

Ce les te C r a w f o r d , genealogical c h r m . , checked hercomputer fi l e s and discovered t h a t M r s .
Van Wayoner was Dovg F a r l e y ' s g-g-g-grandmother, so Wanda turned the marriage l icense over to
him. It was easy to fi n d the connection because Doug F a r l e y had prev ious ly turned in h i s
" f a m i l y t r e e " t o t h e s o c i e t y. Doug a l s o d i d resea rch o n h i s w i f e ' s maiden name which was G e i s t .

C e l e s t e Craw fo rd has done a fi n e j o b o f e n t e r i n g t h e s o c i e t y ' s f a m i l y r e c o r d s o n computer,
ano she w i l l s t i l l welcome in fo rmat ion f r o m any o f o u r members o r f r i e n d s . She adds t h a t i t
i s n ' t necessary f o r a person t o g o back 6 o r 7 g e n e r a t i o n s f o r t h e i r r e c o r d s t o b e v a l u a b l e - ‑
j u s t hav ing you r grandparents or g r e a t grandparents on fi l e can be h e l p f u l .

So t a k e a f e w minutes to g e t your f a m i l y t r e e up to d a t e , t h e n g i v e or m a i l i t to
C e l e s t e a t B o x 265, Wi lson , N Y, 1 4 1 7 2 - - - S h e ' l l t a k e i t f r o m t h e r e .

* * bo * * * * * * *
B I L LY ' S I N BOOK:

C a p t . Richard Ly n c h , commander of t h e l s t NH V o l . C a v a l r y , has acknowledged rece i v i ng a
copy o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s b o o k l e t , "The S t o r y o f B i l l y Sherman." H e n o t e d t h a t " B i l l y Sherman"
is be ing inc luded in h i s b o o k , "Horses of t h e C i v i l W a r " . and t h a t p r o p e r c r e d i t i s be ing
g iven t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
2ND GRADERS V I S I T MUSEUM:

Three seconé grades f r o m Thomas M a r k s S c h o o l v i s i t e d t h e Museum o n June 22nd, and s p e n t
most o f t h e i r t ime i n t h e s c h o o l h o u s e , c a b o o s e , and d e p o t . I t was a b e a u t i f u l d a y, and t h e
y o u n g s t e r s were a b l e t o h i k e t o and f r o m t h e museum.

The fi r s t to a r r i v e were Sue Cru ickshank 's c l a s s , accompaniec by Diane and D a n i e l F o u r n i e r.
About a h a l f h o u r l a t e r , P a t L a s h ' s c l a s s a r r i v e d , accompanied by B r i d g e t M o l e y. Mary W a t t ' s
c l a s s a r r i v e d l a s t accompanied by Debbie McGahan.

As each group a r r i v e d , t h e y assembled in t h e schoolhouse where C e l e s t e Crawford p r e s e n t e d
& S h o r t t a l k on t h e h i s t o r y and r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e R a n d a l l Rd . Schoo lhouse , and exp la ined
how one teacher c o u l d t e a c h s e v e r a l g rades at t h e same t ime.

When t h e p u p i l s l e f t t h e s c h o o l , t h e y v i s i t e d t h e caboose , t hen t h e depo t where L u c i l l e
U p t o n serveo them lemonade and cookies.

A rea teachers who wou ld l i k e to v i s i t t h e schoolhouse w i t h t h e i r s t u d e n t s may make
arrangements to do so by con tac t ing t o u r s chairman, L u c i l l e U p t o n , 751-6883.* * * * * * * * * *

BOARD REPORTS:
A r e q u e s t was made by S h i r l e y H u n t e r tc h o l d t h e Methodist Church " fl e a m a r k e t " at t h e

h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty grounds on Labor D a y, 1998. Mot ion made and passed to g r a n t permiss ion.
E l t o n Kropp announced t h a t L e o V o l k h a s o rde red t h e necessary p a r t s to fi x t h e p l a y e r

p iano acqui red r e c e n t l y . When r e p a i r e d , t h e p iano w i l l be p l a c e d in t h e schoolhouse.
If t h e new acreage is made r e a d y, N e t t i e Stimson s a i d she would l i k e to u s e it f o r t h e

1998 Memorial Day F a i r . a ok kk ee ee ~~
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IN MEMORIAM:

James "Dutch" C o r n e l l , 8 5 , d i e d J u l y 2 7 , 1997, a t t h e B r i o d y Nurs iny F a c i l i t y i n L o c k p o r t .
H e was b o r n i n R a n s o m v i l l e , and at tended t h e D is t .47 Schoolhouse o n Chestnut R d . , and graduated
f r o m Wilson H i g h in 1931 as P r e s . of h i s C l a s s . He completed h i s education at Niagara Univers i ‑
t y . Du r i ng World War II he was a c i v i l i a n employee of t h e U . S . A r m y, and administered w o r k - r e ‑
l e a s e programs f o r German pr isoners of W a r . A f t e r t h e war he jo i ned O'Connors Account ing Firm
and opened an o f fi c e in Youngstown, and when he r e t i r e d 37 years l a t e r was a p a r t n e r and h e a d
CE o ' c o n n o r & C o r n e l l Account ing Serv ice of L o c k p o r t , N Y.

H e was a member o f t h e H o l y Name S o c . o f O u r Lady o f t h e R o s a r y Church i n W i l s o n ; a c h a r t e r
member and P r e s . of t h e Wi lson L i o n s C l u b ; Exempt member of Wilson V o l . F i r e C o . # 1 ; Executive
Comm. Member o f t h e 1958 Wilson C e n t e n n i a l ; Kn igh ts o f C o l u m b u s ; member o f t h e N i a g . U n i v e r s i t y ’
Alumni A s s o c ; and H o n o r a r y Member o f t h e Wilson H i s . , S o c i e t y.

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , M a r y E l i zabe th " B e t t y " C o r n e l l ; 2 s o n s , James (Carole) o f B o s t o n ,
MA; and Kevin (Ann) of W i l s o n ; 2 daugh te rs , Barbara Yo u n g of Longmeadow,MA; and Kathleen (Jack)
Evans o f R o c h e s t e r , N Y.

A Mass o f Chr i s t i an B u r i a l was h e l d a t O u r Lady o f t h e R o s a r y w i t h b u r i a l a t No r th Ridge.* * * * * * * * * *
John W e i l e r , 86 , d i e d J u l y 2 9 , 1997, a t t h e Newfane Hea l th F a c i l i t y i n Newfane. H e was a

chemical eng ineer, and received h i s B . S . a t A k r o n U n i v. in O h i o , and h i s M.A. a t Ohio S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y . He worked f o r t h e O l i n Company and t h e Nat iona l Lead C o . in N iagara Falls(1950+76).

John l i k e d a s t r o n o m y and m u s i c , and u n t i l s e v e r a l years ago enjoyed bow l i ng a t t h e Townline
Bow l i n Wi lson. H e was a n H o n o r a r y member o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c i e t y.

H i s w i f e , Paul ine (Minnich) W e i l e r , pre-deceaseG h im in 1969; and he is survived by a s o n ,
David (Mary) o f New E g y p t , N J ; 2 daugh te rs , Ann (David) Perkins o f Bos ton ,MA; and D r . Mary
M a r y a r e t Wei ler of W i l s o n ; a l s o 5 grandch i ld ren and 3 g-grandchi ldren.

AM a s s of Ch r i s t i an b u r i a l was celebrated at O u r Lady of t h e R o s a r y Church in W i l s o n , and
in terment was in Greenwood C e m e t e r y, W i l s o n , NY.* * * * * * * * * *

R e v. E r n e s t K e r r i s o n , 8 1 , d i e d a t G r e e c e , N Y, o n J u l y 2 5 , 1997, f o l l o w i n g a l o n g i l l n e s s . H e
was b o r n in H i l t o n , N Y, and yraduated f r o m H i l t o n H i g h S c h o o l . He worked f o r Bausche & Lomb in
Rochester u n t i l he received t h e c a l l to e n t e r t h e M i n i s t r y and at tended Colgate-Rochester D i v i n ‑
i t y Schoo l

He served t h e E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church in Wilson f r o m 1961 to 1964 b e f o r e accepting a
c a l l to t h e Greece Uni ted Methodist Church f r o m where he r e t i r e d in 1981. R e v. Kerr ison and
h i s w i f e , J o a n , were members of t h e Wilson H is . Soc . since 1974.

H e i s survived b y h i s w i f e , J o a n , and a s i s t e r, R u b y, o f H i l t o n , NY. A Memorial Service was
h e l d a t the Parma,NY Cemetery where h e i s i n t e r r e d .* * * * * * * * * *

Howard D . Croop , 58 , o f M i n o t , N D . , died suddenly a t home o n August 10, 1997 f o l l o w i n g a
h e a r t a t t a c k . Howard graduated f r o m Wilson High School in 1957, and immediately served th ree
years i n t h e U . S . Nava l Reserve aboard t h e U . S . A i r c r a f t C a r r i e r , t h e " I n t r e p i d . " H e re jo ined
the U . S . A i r f o rce and served 23 years more in t h e S t rag i c A i r Command (SAC) and r e t i r e d as a
Miss i le E l e c t Equipment Spec ia l is t w i t h t h e r a n k of MSGT.

At the time of h i s demise, he was a Manager f o r t h e Boeiny Company and worked ou t of the
A i r f o r ce Base a t M i n o t , ND.

He is survived by h i s w i f e , J o y c e and two f o r m e r w ives , Barbara Johnson of Rapi@ C i t y , SD,
and L u c i l l e Ne lson of S t u r g i s , SD; a l s o 3 d a u g h t e r s , Donna(Kurt) Huehl of H u r o n , SD; Denise
(Tom) B a r l o w of Rapid C i t y , SD; and Dianne ( C l a r k ) B r o w n of Colorado S p r i n g s , CO: a s o n , Casey
N . Croop o f S t u r g i s , SD; éS i s t e r , C a r o l ( B i l l } Smith o f S a n b o r n , N Y; and f a t h e r , Don C r o o p
of W i l s o n ; a l s o 7 grandchi ldren. * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

E s t a t e of H a z e l S a l i s b u r y (Diane Lane) : Wi lson H i g h School C l a s s n i g h t Program(6/26/22) ;
N o t Pad c o n t a i n i n g Memories o f One Room S c h o o l h o u s e ; books and 2 graduation c e r t i fi c a t e s ;
4 School p i c t u r e s , Commencement C a r d , C l a s s of ' 2 2 ; newspaer c l i p p i n g s .

Don and Wanda B u r r o w s : 2 g a l l o n Ceramic Wa t e r Dispenser f o r Schoolhouse.
Defitah Grzybowski, Ransomville: 1927 "The Everybody Songbook" used in D i s t . #* Schoolhouse.
Cha r l es and Ann H o r t o n : LaRGE FRAMED PHOTO OF Wi lson Freed Union H i g h Schoo l f o r schoolhouse.

Union F r e e School was l o c a t e d where Town H a l l now stands.
Jane K s t n e r : P l a s t e r B u s t o f H i a w a t h a , p rev ious ly owned by D r . A . Marie Murphy, teacher

i n L o c k p o r t Schools (1936-75). B u s t was a l w a y s d isp layed i n h e r c l a s s r o o m s .
W a l t e r Evans : Photograph of l o c a l personal i t ies , i d e n t i fi e d a r e R u s s e l l H u r l b u r t , Ralph

E v a n s , Fred B a r n u m , and Ken S t o c k w e l l .
V i r g i n i a K l a i b e r , Wi l l i amsv i l l e : 1917 Te a c h e r ' s Handbel l used by Dor is F i t t r o C l a r k when

she tauhgh t at schoolhouse at co rne r of Randa l l RD. AND Wi 1lson/Youngstown Road.
C a r l and Judy Jennejohn, S p e n c e r p o r t : 1 5 O l d Books f o r Schoolhouse.
George B e r g e r , Ransomville: B o o k , "The New Theoret ica l & P r a c t i c a l Comple te Bookkeeping,

da ted 1891. E x c e l e l e n t c o n d i t i o n , f o r u s e in t h e schoolhouse.
Marie K e l l e r , W i l l i a m s v i l l e , NY: 1993 F o r d "Thunderbird". E x c e l l e n t cond i t i on .
C a r o l C. S m i t h , Sanborn: B o o k , "S to r ies of Ancient P e o p l e s " . F o r schoolhouse. Th is book

was used b y Don Croop i n Eng l i sh I I I C l a s s a t o l d P a r k e r H i g h S c h o o l , C l a r e n c e N Y (1929).
Wilson F i r e Co . #1: 1961 Ward LaFrance J4 F i r e Tanke r Tr u c k . F ine Condit ion.
Jane Demmin: 24 o l d Reading, M a t h , S p e l l i n g , e t c . , Schoolbooks.* * * * * * * * * *

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING:
Board w i l l meet at t h e museum, Wednesday, September 1 0 , at 7 :30 PM.* * * * * *& * * * *

SOUNDINGS:
The Te n Commandments a r e n ' t m u l t i p l e choice.
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SOCIABLE SOCIAL:

A p l e a s a n t day ushered i n t h e a n n u a l H i s t o r i c a l Society Ice Cream S o c i a l o n A u g u s t 1 0 t h
at t h e museum grounds. Entertainment was sponsored by t h e town of Wilson and f e a t u r e d music by
t h e Niagara County Depu ty S h e r i f f A s s o c . P ipe a n d D r u m s , a l s o t h e " K i l l e r B ' s " .

H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty s e r v e d o l d fashioned i c e cream sundaes and r o o t b e e r fl o a t s i n t h e Barnum
B u i l d i n g and o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s open t o v i s i t o r s w e r e t h e D e p o t , C a r b u i l d i n g , schoolhouse and C a ‑
boose. D a r r e l l Sm i th , ass i s ted by Lo r ra ine Brady and sons, Michae l , D a n i e l , J o s h , and Joshua
Smi th , e r e c t e d t e n t s and ar ranged t a b l e s and c h a i r s .

S a l l y Smi th , Chrm. , Lo r ra ine B r a d y, M e l inda Hutch i son , Susan Sob ieg ray, and Don Burrows
Gispensed t h e icecream, w h i l e L o i s Barnum, Don Croop , J o s h Smith and Audrey C o l l e s a n o hand lec
t i c k e t s a l e s . A membership and a fghan t a b l e were tended by S a r a B e r r y , S h i r l e y and Micky H u n t e r ,
and when t h e a fghan drawing was h e l d at 3 :30 PM, i t was won by Linda Hoover of Niagara F a l i s .

John and Jane Demmin were h o s t and hos tess in t h e D e p o t , Don and Wanda Bur rows hos ted t h e
schoo lhouse , and B i l l and Judy Rose and W a l l y Goodman tended t h e D r . Argue Car B u i l d i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
PROGRAM MEETINGS TO RESUME:

James F l o o d , Music D i r e c t o r o f t h e Niagara F a l l s Symphony O r c h e s t r a , w i l l b e t h e g u e s t
Speake r at t h e September i 5 t h meet ing of t h e society at 7 :30 PM. M r . F l o o d ' s t o p i c w i l l be on
"The K ind o f Music w e wou ld have l i s t e n e d t o i n 1838 . "* * * * * * * * * *
B I T S AND PIECES:

I f anyone t o o k p i c t u r e s of t h e R a n d a l l R d . Schoo lhouse w h i l e i t was b e i n g moved to t h e museum
y r o u n d s , Wanda Bur rows wou ld b e i n t e r e s t e d i n g e t t i n g some copies f o r a scrapbook she i s making
f o r t h e schoolhouse

K r i s t i n e Murphy anda Stephan Simard were t h e r e c i p i e n t s o f $100 each a t C l a s s N i y h t g i v e n b y
t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h i g h achievemnt i n h i s t o r y . The awards were p resen ted
by Donald B u r r o w s , P res i den t .

E l e a n o r M y e r s , town h i s t o r i a n , made h i s t o r y come a l i v e r e c e n t l y f o r 4 t h g r a d e r s a t Thomas
M a r k s S c h o o l , when she t o u r e d t h e v i l l a g e w i t h them and gave a s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o acqua in t
them w i t h t h e i r a n c e s t r a l c u l t u r e .

* ad * *. * * * * * *

MUSEUM GREETERS:
Now, w i t h t h e s o c i e t y ' s expanded f a c i l i t i e s , i t i s f e l t t h a t w e shou ld have 3 attendants

o n d u t y Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4PM s o t h a t o n e p e r s o n c a n b e a t t h e desk w h i l e t h e o t h e r two
accompany v i s i t o r s t h r o u g h t h e o t h e r b u i l d i n g s .

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w, Chrm. , has been doing a g r e a t j o b o f g e t t i n g members t o serve o n Sundays,
and we r e g r e t we have to a s k you so f a r ahead-to be in t h e N e w s l e t t e r , so it is understandable |
when sometimes a person f o r g e t s . V i r g i n i a thanks a l l who agree to s e r v e , b u t we hope you w i l l |
make an e x t r a spec ia l e f f o r t to g e t your date on your ca lendar and be at the museum when you
agree t o . I t r e a l l y damayes o u r image i n the eyes o f t h e pub l ic when v i s i t o r s come and n o one
is the re to l e t them t o u r t h e presmises. )

Museum gree te rs who have agreed to serve in September a r e : Sep t . 7 t h , Don and Wanda Bur rows ,
(open up, Don Burrows); S e p t . 1 4 t h , Norm and Martha MacAskill and Helen S t e v e n s , )open u p , Norm
MacAsk i l l ) ; Sep t . 2 1 s t , Ted and Melva B u l l and He len Horton,(open u p , Gary F i t c h ) ; S e p t . 28 th ,
L u c i l l e Up ton , Frances D i e t z , and Chery l B rown , (open u p , L u c i l l e Upton); and O c t . 5 t h , E l t o n
and June Kropp and Dorothea Mark , (open up , E l t o n Kropp.)

* *k * * * * * * * *

WILSON/SCOTT LINE:
Thanks to S a l l y S c o t t May rude r, we a r e a b l e to r e c o r d t h e Wilson/Scott descendants of

Wi lson 's namesake, Reuben W i l s o n , who was b o r n at S p e n c e r, MA on A p r i l 19 , 1777 and d i e d March
1 0 , 1862 at Wi lson ,NY. In 1797, Reuben marr ied E s t h e r O l i v e r o f Spencer,MA, who was b o r n A p r i l
14,1779 and d i e d March 22 , 1834 at W i l s o n , N Y.

T h e i r e l d e s t s o n , L u t h e r , was b o r n a t B r o a d a l b i n , N Y, D e c . 1 8 , 1797, and d i e d March 1 8 , 1890
at W i l s o n , N Y. He marr ied Sarah Stephens in 1825, and she was b o r n in Wh i tby, O n t . C a n . , t h e
daughter of Adam and P o l l y Crossman Stephens. Th is was t h e fi r s t reco rded mar r iage in Wi lson.

T h e i r s o n , Georye Bainbr idge Wi lson, was b o r n in Wilson in 1826 and d ied in L o c k p o r t in
1878. H e mar r ied Mary Dyer Campbell o f Wilson who was b o r n a t S t r a t f o r d , N Y i n 1825, and d ied
a t F a r g o , N D i n 1901. The f a m i l y r e s i d e d i n L o c k p o r t u n t i l George d i e d , then moved t o F a r g o .

L u t h e r Campbell W i l son , son of George and Mary D y e r Cempbel l W i l s o n , was b o r n in 1851 at
Wi l son , N Y, and d i e d in B u f f a l o in 1898. Hemar r i ed Addie Dunn of Jeffersonvi l le , V T . , and
she was b o r n i n 1852 and d ied i n 1934 a t F a r g o , ND.

The i r d a u g h t e r, A l i c e W i l s o n , was b o r n i n 1853 a t F a r g o , ND, and d i e d t h e r e i n 1939. She was
mar r ied to F r a n k Roy S c o t t , S r . , who was b o r n in 1884 at Aberdeen, SD. He d i e d at Fargo in
1953. A l i c e and S c o t t had 3 s o n s , R i c h a r d , P h i l i p , and F r a n k S c o t t , J r .

R ichard S c o t t was b o r n in 1908 at F a r g o , N D . , a n d d i e d at D a y t o n , Ohio in 1991. He mar r ied
J u n e Vo n S i e n , who was b o r n in 1911 a t F a r g o , and d i e d a t Day ton , Ohio in 1985. They had
2 d a u g h t e r s , Suzanne H . S c o t t , b o r n i n 1937, and V i r g i n i a Wilson S c o t t , b o r n i n 1947.

F r a n k Roy S c o t t , J r . , mar r i ed J e a n e t t e D a n i e l s , and t h e y had 4 c h i l d r e n , D o u g l a s , 1941;
S a l l y S c o t t Magruder, 1946; To d d , 1947; and F r a n k Roy S c o t t , b o r n in 1949.

Suzanne S c o t t and S a l l y S c o t t Magruder a r e c o u s i n s , and b o t h j o i n e d t h e Wilson H i s t c r i c a l
S o c i e t y. S a l l y ' s f a t h e r , F r a n k Roy S c o t t , J r . , was a p i a n i s t and a r r a n g e r f o r t h e Lawrence
Welk Banc f r o m t h e e a r l y 1950's to 1970.* * * * * * * * * *

NEW MEMBERS: We welcome t h r e e new j u n i o r members who were v e r y h e l p f u l d u r i n g t h e Memorial
Day F a i r : Andy E v a n s , L a u r a E v a n s , and M iche l l e Evans of Ransomvil le.* * * * * * * * * =
FINAL THOUGHT:

F o r g e t y o u r m i s t a k e s , b u t remember what t h e y t a u g h t y u u .* * * * * %* * * * *
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STAGECOACH BROUGHT MAIL TO WILSON:
H i s t o r y t e l l s us t h a t t h e fi r s t stagecoach l i n e in Co lon ia l America was s t a r t e d between

B o s t o n and New Yo r k in 1732, and i t t o o k a b o u t a week to cover t h e d is tance. Roads were
a l w a y s muddy i n wet weather and f u l l o f r u t s i n d r y w e a t h e r , b u t a s t h e roads improved s o d i d
t h e i r use f o r stagecoach t r a v e l inc rease .

As t h e "Ridge" developedas a f a i r l y good road i n t o t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r , many taverns
began t o spr ing u p a l o n g t h e r o u t e where t r a v e l e r s cou ld s t o p f o r f o o d , d r i n k , o r a n o v e r ‑
n i g h t s t a y .

Some of t h e b e t t e r known tave rns included t h e Fron t i e r House at Lewiston which hosted
severa l impor tan t guests i n c l u d i n g H e n r y C l a y , Jennie L i n d , and Washington I r v i n g . There was
a l s o t h e h i s t o r i c "Fou r C o r n e r s Ta v e r n " r u n b y Tom and B e t s e y H v s t l e r .

When James Fenimore Cooper v i s i t e d L e w i s t o n , h e met t h e H u s t l e r s and l a t e r used them a s
cha rac te r s i n h i s famous b o o k , "The S p y " . The cock ta i l d r i n k was sa id to have o r i g i n a t e d a t
t h e H u s t l e r Ta v e r n when B e t s e y served r u m and l e m o n j u i c e d r i n k s in a g l a s s garnishec w i t h
the ta i l fea ther f r o m a cock pheasant.

About 3 mi les east of Lewiston was a tave rn r u n by Sparrow Sage, and when the Indians
raided the Settlements du r i ng the War of 1812, h i s tave rn was spared because he had a lways
supplied the Indians w i t h p l e n t y of , ' fi r e . water’.

Fur ther east was Howe l l ' s Ta v e r n where General L a f a y e t t e once stayed. I t was said t h a t
h i s o f fi c e r s enjoyed d r i n k i n g hard l i q u o r at t he b a r , b u t t h a t t h e General prefer red lemonade
dr inks prepared f o r him by b a r ma id , Har r ie t Howe l l .

At MolyneauxC o r n e r s , the B r i t i s h pursu i t of t h e burned-out s e t t l e r s f r o m Lewiston was
ha l ted when Captain MCar ty and h i s M i l i t i a Co. f r o m Gaines, surpr ised the B r i t i s h soldiers
at the Tavern and captured them.

Warrens Corners received i t s name f r o m E z r a Warren who operated a tavern t h e r e , and
W r i g h t ' s Co rne rs g o t i t s name f r o m Soloman Wr i g h t who opened a t a v e r n t h e r e i n 1822.

B e f o r e t h e r a i l r o a d s rep laced t h e stagecoach as a way of l o n g d i s t a n c e t r a v e l , many S o ‑
c a l l e d stagecoach r o u t e s connected l o c a l communities such as t h e one between L o c k p o r t and
Wilson. One of t h e Gr i ve rs of t h i s mailcoach l i n e was Fred F a e r y , who f o r m e r l y d rove m u l e s
a l o n g t h e towpath of t h e B a r g e Cana l .

F red married Emi ly Rowe of Reynolds B a s i n , and t h e y moved to Wi lson where he passed an
exam and p u t in a success fu l b i d to d r i v e t h e mailcoach between L o c k p o r t and Wilson. :

The l a t e Mabel Wilson once donated a t i n h o r n t h a t was used by t h e d r i v e r s of t h e Wilson
S t a g e . As t h e coach d r o v e a l o n g t h e townline r o a d and passed t h e home of someone who had
m a i l in t h e c o a c h , t h e d r i v e r would g i v e a l o u d " b l a s t " on t h e h o r n to a l e r t t h e homeowner
t h a t he should come to Wilson and p i c k up h i s m a i l a t t h e Postoffice.

Some m a i l was d e l i v e r e d t o Wilson b y t r a i n a f t e r t h e "Hojack" operated t h r o u g h
Wilson in 1876, and m a i l by stagecoach was discont inued and r u r a l f r e e d e l i v e r y of m a i l v a s
s t a r t e d in 1901 when o u t - l y i n g pos to f fices in E a s t W i l s o n , Maple S t r e e t , Sou th W i l s o n , and
N o r t h Wi lson were terminated.

Fred F a e r y n o t o n l y d r o v e t h e mailcoach to and f r o m Wi lson to L o c k p o r t , b u t a l s o d i c
errands f o r ind iv idua ls and s t o r e k e e p e r s such as d e l i v e r i n g l a r g e w h e e l s o f c h e e s e , c r a c k e r s ,
and p i c k l e s a t 10¢ a n er rand .

He a l s o had a r e g u l a r passenger, a b l i n d g i r l , who gave music l e s s o n s in L o c k p o r t . In t h e
w i n t e r t i m e , Fred would wrap h o t b r i c k s i n a b l a n k e t and p l a c e them around t h e g i r l t o k e e p
h e r warm o n t h e t r i p t o t h e c i t y . The f a r e t o L o c k p o r t was 5 0 cen ts .

The F a e r y s had a d a u g h t e r , E m i l y , who at tended s c h o o l w i t h C h a r l e s A . Wi lson. They were
l a t e r married and h e became a s u c c e s s f u l commercial fisherman i n W i l s o n .

Timothy W i l s o n , f a t h e r o f C h a r l e s , r a n a b o w l i n g a l l e y i n t h e v i l l a g e o n Yo u n g S t r e e t ,
by t h e present Marine Midland Bank. When t h e a l l e y s were c l o s e d , t h e s i t e was t a k e n over
b y t h e Swann B a k e r y .

(Note: A p i c t u r e of t h e o l d Cuddeback and C o o p e r F u n e r a l P a r l o r as w e l l as t h e b u i l d i n g s
t h a t adjo ined it may be seen on page 67 of t h e "Wilson Sketchbook.)* * * * * * * * * *

MEETING DATES:
O c t . 8 t h : Board of D i rec to rs at t h e Museum, Wednesday, 7:30 PM.
O c t . i 3 t h : Month ly Program at M u s e u m , Monday, 7 :30 PM.* * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: One way to be happy ever a f t e r is n o t to be a f t e r t o o much.* * *x * * * * x * cr
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ONE VOTE IS IMPORTANT:

Under t h e A r t i c l e s o f C o n f e d e r a t i o n , t h e 1 3 o r i g i n a l S t a t e s had v e r y l i t t l e i nfluence i n
f o r e i g n a f f a i r s ; were unab le t o r a i s e taxes o r a r m i e s ; and had n o c e n t r a l c u r r e n c y. A l s o ,
under t h e " A r t i c l e s " , t h e r e was n o c h i e f execu t i ve o r n a t i o n a l j u d i c i a r y , and amendments cou ld
o n l y be made by t h e unanimous consent of a l l t h e s t a t e s .

A C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Convention was c a l l e d i n P h i l a d e l p h i a where a new C o n s t i t u t i o n was d r a f t e d
i n 1787, b u t i t w a s n ' t adopted w i thou t much c o n t r o v e r s y, and some o f i t s p r o v i s i o n s were o n l y
passed b y one v o t e . F o r i n s t a n c e , one v o t e changed t h e cou rse o f h i s t o r y when i t was v o t e d
t h a t each s t a t e would have 2 senato rs ins tead o f o n e . Another p r o p o s a l , t o l i m i t t h e number o f
s t a t e s in t h e Union to 26 was de fea ted by one v o t e . The power o f t h e v e t o m i g h t a l s o have been
shared by t h e President and t h e Supreme C o u r t e x c e p t f o r one v o t e , and t h e o f fi c e of Pres ident
m i g h t have been l i m i t e d t o one t e r m e x c e p t f o r o n e v o t e .

The C o n s t i t u t i o n was fi n a l l y adopted t h r o u g h compromise, and f o r 210 years i t has k e p t o u r
C o u n t r y u n i t e d in s p i t e of many s o c i a l , economic, c u l t u r a l , or p o l i t i c a l changes. I t a l s o
l e a v e s t h e door open f o r change t h r o u g h a system of amenaments, and in i 7 9 1 , under t h i s p r o v i ‑
s i o n , t e n amendments were passed t h a t gua ran tee eve ryone t h e r i g h t of f r e e speech, freedom of
r e l i g i o n , and f reedom o f t h e p r e s s .

E lec t ions a r e coming u p i n November. Remember, o n e v o t e c a n make a d i f f e r e n c e .
* * * * * * * * *& *

SISTERS WIN RECOGNITION:
Michele E v a n s , a j u n i o r member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, has q u a l i fi e d f o r t h e

USAC/RS Nat iona l Jun io r Olympic Championships by fi n i s h i n g fi r s t in h e r fi g u r e s k a t i n g even t at
t h e Nor theas t Region Jun io r Olympic L e v e l I , D i v i s i o n A Womens' F igu re Cha l l enge Award.
Michele was a 3 r d grade s t u d e n t at Thomas M a r k s S c h o o l .

Lau ra E v a n s , a 5 t h grade s tuden t a t Thomas M a r k s , was one o f t h r e e s tuden t s to y raduate f r o m
t h e DARE program a t t h e end o f t h e s c h o o l y e a r . L a u r a rece ived a c e r t i fi c a t e f o r h e r DARE essay
which was presented t o h e r a t t h e Wilson House R e s t a u r a n t b y I n s p e c t o r J o n Weslowski and S y t .
S c o t t E l l i o t . The even t was sponsored by t h e Thomas Marks PTA.

Michele and L a u r a a r e t h e daughters o f James Evans of N iagara F a l l s , and Marianne Evans o f
Ransomv i l l e , New Yo r k .

* * * * * * * * *& *
NEW INDUSTRY IN WILSON:

J e r r y D e a n , M a y o r, has announced t h a t t h e Sharpe I n d u s t r i e s o f N . Tonawanda a r e moving t o
Wi l son , and w i l l open up an e lec t rop la t i ng business in t h e f o r m e r B a s i l P l a n t ac ross f r o m t h e
Wilson Museum. I t is repo r t ed the fi r m has a new " a i r scrubber" and a con t rac t w i t h H a r l e y
Davison and the Ford Motor Co. It is expected t h a t t h e fi r m may employ up. to 45 persons.* * * * * * * * * *
AFGHANS STILL AVAILABLE: = .

The Town of Wilson Centennial Afghans make g r e a t b i r t hday g i f t s , and Christmas i s n ' t t o o f a r
away e i t h e r . They come in Navy B l u e , Te a l , or R o s e , and may be purchased_at t h e Museum f r o m
2-4PM Sunday a f t e r n o o n s , o r f r om S a l l y Smith (716) 751-0102). They a r e p r i ced a t $30 each w i t h
$5.00 added f o r postage and hand l ing i f ordered by m a i l ..

The afyhans were acquired f r o m Diane A l b r i g h t , and when s o l d o u t , n o more w i l l b e ordered.* * * * * * * * * * .
BITS AND PIECES:

The h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y ' s 4 0 year o l d , Sh iny Cad i l lac was entered i n t h e Firemens F i e l d Day
Parade t h i s y e a r , and managed to make it around t h e parade r o u t e u n t i l nea r t h e end when it b e ‑
gan "gasping f o r g a s " . P r e s . B u r r o w s , h o w e v e r, managed to n u r s e it back to t h e museum grounds.
Three c h a r t e r members, S a r a B e r r y , Bessie C o l e , and Z i l pha P e t t y g raced t h e back s e a t of t h e c a r ,
w h i l e K a t e l a n Smi th , represen t ing t h e f u t u r e o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y, s a t in f r o n t w i t h Grandpa.

A new n i g h t l i g h t has been i n s t a l l e d a t t h e n o r t h end o f t h e D r . A r y u e Car B u i l d i n g t o l i g h t
u p t h e a r e a between t h e c a r b u i l d i n g and t h e s t o r a g e b a r n . G u t t e r s were a l s o r e p l a c e d f r o m
r e c e n t windstorm damage. Work was done by Don B u r r o w s , B i l l R o s e , and D a r r e l l Smith.

J e r r y Dean , who d i d a fi n e j o b p a i n t i n g t h e s c h o o l h o u s e , has a l s o painted t h e outs ide o f t h e
Barnum B l d g . and D r . A rgue C a r B l d g . I t r e a l l y l o o k s n i c e , and Don Burrows hopes to have him
p a i n t t h e F i t t r o Shop b a r n a l s o . I f t h i n g s cont inue to go w e l l another y e a r , we may a l s o be
a b l e t o a f f o r d to g e t t h e depo t r e -pa in ted .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

A n n a b e l l B e n e d i c t , 9 3 , d i e d September 6 , 1997 a t I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane , a f t e r a
s h o r t i l l n e s s . She was a n a t i v e o f W i l s o n , t h e d a u g h t e r o f John and L o t t i e . (Evans) Duxbu ry,
and she g radua ted f r o m Wilson H i g h Schoo l i n 1924. She l a t e r t a u g h t a t t h e Coomer Road rural
schoo l f r o m 1927 to 1930, a n d , an accomplished p i a n i s t , gave piano l e s s o n s at h e r home.

She was a member of E x l e y Un i t ed Method is t C h u r c h , and an H o n o r a r y Member of t h e Wi lson H i s .
S o c i e t y. She is surv ived by two s i s t e r s , Emma Schrader of Wi lson, and S t e l l a Dochsteader of
B a l d w i n s v i l l e , NY; a l s o s e v e r a l n ieces and nephews.

F u n e r a l serv ices were h e l d at t h e Hamilton & C l a r k F u n e r a l Home in Wilson w i t h Rev. Ed I r w i n
and R e v. Sue K a i s e r , c o - o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n N o r t h Ridge Cemetery, Cambria.* * * * * * * * * *
CEMETERY WREATHS AVAILABLE: ;

Barbara Mosher h a s announced t h a t Christmas Wreaths a r e now a v a i l a b l e , ana suggests you p l a c e
your orcer b e f o r e t h e N o v. Z l s t Geadl ine. M a i l reques ts to B o x 221, W i l s o n , N Y, 14172, and p lease
make Checks payable to t h e Greenwood Cemete ry Adv isory Comm. C o s t p e r wreath is $25, and p l e a s e
i n c l u g e name o f Geceased l o v e d one where wreath i s t o b e p laced. F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e
c a l l Donna F r i t t o n , (716-751-9624). Other members of t h e Advisory Comm. a r e : S h i r l e y E v a n s , Don
L u f f , F l o y d C l a r k , Maureen B r y e r , Jean F i g u r a , E l e a n o r M y e r s , D o r o t i y L innabery, M o l l y and Ron
M a r t i n , and Rena Rohr ing. ;

The a t t r a c t i v e "Greenwood Cemetery" s i n near t h e e n t r a n c e w a ywas m a d eo yJchn Davis, and
donated Sy M r . and M r s . W a l t e r Moxham of Wi lson.

ee * &e k & kk & kk &
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CORPORAL EZRA WILSON:
We hea r much abou t t h e e a r l y development of Wilson because of Reuben Wilson and h i s s o n ,

L u t h e r . Reuben was one o f n i n e c h i l d r e n b o r n t o E z r a and L u c y Wilson a t S p e n c e r, MA.
E z r a Wilson (Wi l lson) and L u c y were b o r n in t h e 1 7 4 0 ' s , (probably in Massachusettes), and

b o t h d i e d a t B r o a d a l b i n , N Y.
C o r p . E z r a Wi lson f o u g h t in t h e Revolution in C a p t . Jos iah Whi te 's Company, ‐ C o l . Samuel

D e n n y ' s Regiment. Records show t h a t he was a b l e to r e t u r n home between two enl is tments to
check o n h i s w i f e , L u c y , who had a t h r e e yea r o l d d a u g h t e r, E l i z a b e t h , and a 4 month o l d
baby s o n , Reuben.

T h e i r c h i l é r e n w e r e : E l i z a b e t h (12/27/74) ; Reuben (4 /19 /77 ) ; J o e l ( 4 / 3 / 7 9 ) ; S a l l y 9 / 3 / 8 1 ) ;
Sybe l (11 /2 /83) ; I s a a c (6 /15 /86 ) ; E z r a ( 4 / 1 / 8 9 ) ; Jo M a r y ( P o l l y ) ( 4 / 4 / 9 2 ) ; and Anna(9/23/1795).* * * * * * * * * *
THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

In 1997, 117 s tuden ts graduated f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l H i g h School . When Commencement
Exercizes were h e l d in t h e H i g h School in 1903, t h e r e were 7 graduates : Sa t i e C l i c k n o r , P r e s . ,
F l o r e n c e Ransom, V i c e - P r e s . , Emma L a fl e r , S e c r e t a r y, A d e l b u r t G r e e n , T r e a s u r e r , a l s o E l l a Mae
G i f f o r d , F r a n k J . A l d r i d g e , and Rubie Ann J a r v i s .

A f t e r graduat ion, Rubie A n n , daugh te r o f R e v . C h a r l e s J a r v i s of W i l s o n , t a u g h t in t h e
D i s t r i c t Schoo l o n L a k e Road a t t h e end o f t h e H u l b u r t Road. She a l s o t a u g h t i n t h e f o r m e r
schoolhouse at the corner of t h e B r a y l e y and D a n i e l ' s Road.

Rubie marr ied E a r l P e t t i t and t h e y l i v e d on t h e B r a y l e y Road and r a i s e d two s o n s , J a r v i s
and Sidney P e t t i t . (S idney 's s o n , G a r y , r e c e n t l y gave t h e museum a fi n e copy of a p i c t u r e
o f t h e 1903 gradua t i on Class) * * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM HOSTS & HOSTESSES:

O c t . 5 t h , E l t o n & June Kropp & DorotheyMark- -open up , (E l ton Kropp); O c t . 1 2 t h , Jack and
Win i f red Te r r y & Norma Ward- -open up ( C e l e s t e Crawford); O c t . 1 9 t h , Jack & Doro thy Max ‑
fi e l d & G e r r y Swann- -open up (Dorothy M a x fi e l d ) ; O c t . 2 6 t h , B i l l & M a r g a r e t F r i t t o n & Joyce
Richards- -open up (Caro le Schnoor ) ; N o v. 2nd, Bob & Ruth Thomas & Don Wi l t se - -open (Don Croop)

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w thanks everyone who coopera tes , b u t p l e a s e mark your d a t e on calendar.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT AQUISITIONS:

M r s . A r t h u r "Kay " Ness has donated S t a t i o n a r y f r o m t h e f o r m e r “ Tu s c a r o r a Beach & G o l f C l u b " ;
Photo of the o l d Wilson House; Greens f e e t i c k e t f r o m Tuscarora G o l f C l u b ; 1945 Tax rece ip t ;
Photo and 6 Adv. cards f o r Lakelands D r i v i n g Range, A r t N e s s , Mng. ; N iag. Power Co.Brochure ;
Backboard f rom T u s c a r o r a s ; 7 Kitchen Utensi ls.

Chr is t ine I r r , B u r t , NY: 2 p a i r boys short pants and one b o y ' s C a p .
Donaid Wi l tse: Shoulder Patch & Lapel Pin issued at the Korean War Memorial Ded. (1995)
B a r r i e t Nolan Landy, Payson, AR: Landy Genealogy and 21 Books.
Jane ta Fredericks: 34 Books ; Framed Photo of Elwood Rohr ing, W.W.I .
Gary P e t t i t : Genealogy mater ia l on Jarvis Fami ly.
Mrs . Robert (Mary Lou H u r l b u r t ) Young, Rye, NY: Two Schooldesks given in memory of Judy

Gale Sweeney.
* 6% * * * * * * * *

OCTOBER PROGRAM:
Ly n n B e l l u s c , D i r e c t o r o f t h e LeRoy, NY*Yi s t o r i c a l S p c i e t y, w i l l b e o u r yues t speaker o n .

Monday, O c t . 2 0 t h , 7:30 PM, an¢ she w i l l t a l k about t h e " H i s t o r y o f J e l l o , J - E - L - L - 0 . "
w * * * * * w w * *

SOUNDINGS:
Kids a r e hara to fi g u r e . They can l e a r n to operate a computer in no th ing fl a t , o u t c a n ' t

understand, how a clatheshanger GEES. ;
wi ok & bs4 “ *

1998 . . . .2 eee e eMEMBERSHIP APPLICATIO! c c cees e e e e 1998
N E W . . . RENEWAL... ..

NAME... e c e e c e e c e c e e e e e e s e e e e s gis + G u i n e g e s e e n s eS I S e e E P e a s

ADDRESS. . - c e e e e c c c e s s c e c e c e c e s e e e s e c s e e e e e e r e r e r e c c r e e e s PHONE # ( ) o U
BOX # . . . . . 5 + - CITY. c e c e c e c e e e s S TAT E . . . . . . - + - - Z IP CODE.....++++- ‑

I C ] PLEASE CHECK BOX IF ADDRESS/NAME HAS RECENTLY CHANGED

PLEASE INDICATE PREVIOUS LAST NAME, IF APPLICABLE_____
JUNIOR (UNDER 18) $1.00 EACH COUPLE $8.00__ _

NAME A G E SINGLE $5.00____ ee
NAME GE L I F E $150.00_____
NAME CE LIFE (Couple) $ 2 5 0 . 0 0

a HONORARY MEMBER (85+) FREE
BUILDING FUND DONATION $___ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

rr ee a ee al

APPLICATIONS AND MONIES ARE DUE BY JANUARY 1ST.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE WILSON UISTORICAL SOCIETY, AND RETURN TO:
SANDY HOLDEN PO BOX 319 WILSON, NY 14172

* * * * * * * * * *
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NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Kathleen Armst rony-Voe lk le o f C l a r k s t o n , M I , has j o i n e d t h e L i f e Membership C l a s s o f t h e
Wilson H i s t . S o c i e t y. H e r f a t h e r , C o r l i s s E. Armstrong (1904-1984), who was b o r n and ra ised in
Wi lson, was Budget Manager of Pont iac Motors-World Wide. H e r mo the r, LaVerne E. (Weigel) Arm‑
s t r o n y (1910-1995) was b o r n in C l e v e l a n d , Oh io .

Ka th leen rece ived a B . S . degree in Elementary Educat ion; a B . S . degree in Home Economics; and
a M a s t e r degree i n Counsel ing & Guidance, a l l f r o m Michigan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y. She has one
Gaughter, Suzanne Ka th leen Vo e l k l e , b o r n in 1964. Re t i r ed : Kath leen has been a 3rd y r a d e teacher
Nurse ry School D i rec to r and t e a c h e r ; and Counse lo r i n 2 p r i v a t e p h y c h i a t r i k h o s p i t a l s . I n a d d i ‑
t i o n t o a L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson S o c i e t y, she a l s o be lonys t o t h e Wa t e r f o r d H i s t o r i c a l Soc .
and C l a r k s t o n H is to r i ca l Soc . i n C l a r k s t o n , M I . H e r in te res ts inc lude g e n e a l o g y, gardening, and
i n t e r i o r decora t ing , and h e r home is furn ished w i t h f a m i l y heirlooms d a t i n g back to t h e 1800 's .

H e r f a m i l y background h i s t o r y includes h e r g r e a t p a t e r n a l g r a n d f a t h e r , B y r o n B . B a r b e r. who
served w i t h B a t t e r y M , N . Y. L i g h t A r t i l l e r y , d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War. H e r _ g r e a t great p a t e r n a l
g r a n d f a t h e r , I r a Armst rong o f Wi l son , mar r ied Mary B r e w s t e r , a Gescendant o f W i l l i am Brewster
o f t h e " M a y fl o w e r " . Ka th leen 's r e o t s a l s o t i e i n w i t h t h e S w i c k , Dobbs, P e t t i t , and U p t o n
fam i l ys o f Wilson.

* a * * * * x # * *
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p l e a s u r e to welcome R e v. Ed and Kathy I r w i n of E x l e y Uni ted Method is t Church as out
most r e c e n t new members i n t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

*k * * * * * * * * *
BOARD REPORTS:

Mot ion made and passed at t h e September meet ing to i n s t a l l new te lephone in schoolhouse tc
meet emergency and insurance requi rements. A l s o , F i t t r o Shop w i l l be r e p a i r e d and p a i n t e d .

Ga ry F i t c h r e p o r t e d t h e new acreage has been worked u p . Motion made and passed t o p e r m i t
Gary to purchase seed needed and arrange f o r p l a n t i n g i t t h i s f a l l .

P r e s . Burrows r e p o r t e d t h a t new door has been i n s t a l l e d and r o t t e d framework r e p l a c e d , and
g u t t e r s r e p l a c e do n west s ide o f Barnum B u i l d i n g .

D a r r e l l Smith reques ted u s e o f Barnum B u i l d i n g f o r Ho l l owe 'en p a r t y on Sunday a f t e r n o o n ,
October 26 th , f r o m 2pm o n . Pr i zes f o r b e s t costumes w i l l be awarded, and a p p l e s , c i d e r , and
donuts w i l l b e s e r v e d . Motion made and passed f o r s o c i e t y t o sponsor event w i t h u p t o $200
a l l o w e d f o r expenses. A l l ages i n v i t e d . :

B i l l Rose has been appointed a t r u s t e e to fi l l t h e vacancy l e f t by Anne F a e r y ' s r e s i gnat ion.* * * * * * * * * *
WILSON REPRESENTED AT FAIR:

Norm and Martha MacAski l l en te red a s m a l l e x h i b i t at t h e annual Federation of Niag. Co.
display a t the Niagara Co. F a i r a t which 18 societ ies par t i c ipa ted . Over 800 signatures f rom
interested persons were tabulated in the g u e s t book. Our thanks and apprec ia t ion to the
MacAski l ls f o r t h e i r dedication and continuous p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a good cause.* * * * * * * * * *
TOUR OF HOMES: “ :

tThé.Wilson Museum was the f o u r t h s t o p . on t h e Niagara Counci l on t h e A r t s 5 t h annua l "Your
of Homes" on September 13, 1997. Ten outstanding Wilson j iomes were nlgyhlighted, and Counci l
Representatives served refresuments in t e e Baruwm Bui lc iny f rom 10. AM ts 2 PM. ”

C e l e s t e Crawford was in charge o f muscum ar rangemen ts anc hostesses, and she , Sara B e r r y ond
Don Crocy y ree tec Guests a t t h e Depo t ; W a l l y Goodman tended t h e D r . Argwe Car Bu i l d i ng ; and
Don & Wanda Burrows and n e l e n H o r t o n , g r e c t e d v i s i t o r s in t h e Schoolhouse.

C lose to seventy pe rsons signed t h e museum's Quest Reg i s t e r, ena many favo rab le comments were
ex-ressed in r e g a r d s to t i ie muséum's d i sp lays anc appearence. F a c i l i t i e s v e r e coen 10AM to 3PM.
) . * 2 ae 2s & “a % * ae vs
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When you d r i v e o u t of t h e Lakeside M a r k e t pa rk ing l o t i n t o Young S t r e e t , o l d t imers may
r e c a l l t h a t t h e a rea was once t h e s i t e o f t h e f o r m e r "Gem" Thea te r. B u i l t i n 1920, t h e movie
house was erected by Seymour E r i on and H e n r y G i l e s .

I d a Er i on and Ada G i l e s s o l d t i c k e t s f o r t h e movies which were t h e n s i l e n t , s o piano p l a y e r s
were h i r e d to accompany t h e a c t i o n on t h e screen. Some o f those we l l - known p i a n i s t s were
E a r l McCormick, M a r j o r i e and F r a n c e s H u r l b u r t , H e l e n Borngraeber, A l i c e N e l s o n , Laura E i c k ,
and F l o r e n c e Pa r t i ng ton P o r t e r .

E r i on and G i les s o l d t h e "Gem" to Michael Radigan in t h e 1930 ' s , and t h e bu i l d i ngs tood i d l e
u n t i l 1937 when Francis Ta t e moved to Wilson. He ren ted t h e p l a c e f o r one y e a r , t h e n bought
t h e movie house in 1938. Under h i s management, t h e fi r s t fi l m was shown t h e r e on F e b r u a r y
22nd:, and h i s w i f e , L e n a , he lped him at t h e t i c k e t window.

The t h e a t e r was a p o p u l a r a t t r a c t i o n i n Wi lson f o r about 2 0 yea rs , and some n e w s l e t t e r
readers may r e c a l l go ing the re to see two c lass i c mov ies , "Gone With The Wind" and "Snow White
and the Seven Dwar fs . “

Occas iona l ly there were times when t h e management was hard pressed to preserve o r d e r , and
the l a t e Bob Horton remembered one time when, as a b o y, another youngster s i t t i n g behind him
jabbed him i n the r e a r w i t h a h a t p i n . Bob l e t o u t such a howl h e was e jec ted f r o m t h e t h e a t e r - ‑
which seems to bear o u t t he f a c t that ’ the’ perpetrator of a crime i s n ' t a lways punished.

The movie era i n Wilson ended i n 1960 when M r . Ta t e so ld the b u i l d i n g t o Duane H i l l , who
turned i t i n t o a b i l l i a r d p a r l o r . This venture came to an end when fi r e dest royed the p l a c e
on November 18, 1967.

The fi r s t s i l e n t movies were a c t u a l l y shown in Wilson a t the Tuscaro ra Park--20 years b e f o r e
the "Gem" theater was b u i l t . At t h a t t ime , Timothy Wilson supervised most of t he events he ld
a t the P a r k , inc lud ing movies which were shown in t h e o l d open pav i l i on . Whenever a show was
h e l d , i t was necessary to p l a c e canvas cur ta ins around t h e b u i l d i n g to make it d a r k ins ide .

A hand-cranked carbon-a rc t y p e p r o j e c t o r was used and Timo thy ' s s o n , F l o y d W i l s o n , operated
t h e machine. I t was sa id t h a t somet imes, when h i s arm g o t t i r e d , h e ' d s l o w down so t h e images
on t h e screen would b e g i n to appear in s l o w motion.

Movies were l a t e r shown in Middleton's H a l l behind t h e d r u g s t o r e , and benches were usec f o r
s e a t i n g u n t i l f o l d i n g cha i rs were acqui red.

In 1910, t h e Conant and B r y a n t Power Company bought l a n d on Harbo r S t r e e t , and ushered in
t h e new age o f e l e c t r i c i t y i n Wilson. I t t hen became possible t o purchase a n e l e c t r i c p r o ‑
j e c t o r to use in Midd le ton 's H a l l and F l o y d W i l s o n , an employee o f t h e power company, con t in ‑
ued to operate t h e machine t h e r e .

One of t h e fi r s t Movie-News fi l m s shown at Middletons was t h e pres ident ia l e lec t i on of 1912.
That was t h e year when Woodrow W i l s o n , t h e Democratic c a n d i d a t e , b e a t o u t W i l l i am T a f t and
" t e d d y " Roosevel t in a t h r e e way race f o r t h e presidency.

A f e w year l a t e r t h e s i l e n t " fl i c k s " fea tured P e a r l White i n h e r s e r i a l episodes o f t h e
" P e r i l s of Pauline"--which were awaited e a g e r l y by h e r f a n s at each showing. Perhaps t h e
g rea tes t "hear t throb" of a l l , h o w e v e r , was Rudolph Valent ino who. " w o w e d "the ladies w i t h h i s
p o r t r a y a l o f t h e mov ie , "The Shetk".

* * * * * * * * * *
LAST CALL FOR WREATHS:

November 30 th is t h e deadline f o r o r d e r i n g wreaths f o r placement in Greenwood C e m e t e r y.
P lease ma i l your requests to B o x 221, W i l s o n , N Y, 14172, and be sure to i n c l u d e a check f o r
$25 a l o n g w i t h t h e name of t h e loved-one where w r e a t h is to be p laced . Make a l l checks payab le
t o t h e Wilson C e m e t e r y Adv i so ry Board.

Fach wrea th comes w i t h a s t u r d y s tand and w i l l be p laced in t h e cemete ry in e a r l y December,
and removed in t h e Spr ing .

I f you need more i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e c a l l Donna F r i t t o n (716) 751-9524.* * * * * * * * * *
MEETING DATES:

N o v. 12th : Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing; P a t t e r s o n Room; 7:30 PM.
N o v. 17 th : R e g u l a r Meet ing; P a t t e r s o n Room; 7:30 PM.* * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: :
When i t comes t o w o r k , t h e r e a r e many who s t o p a t n o t h i n g .* * * * * * * * * *



L IFE MEMBERSHIP CLASS:
The L i f e Membership Fund ‘ o f t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty was estab l ished by t h e Board of

Trustees in 1976 f o l l o w i n g a recommendation of t h e Membership Committee chai red by M i l l i e
Croop. The fi r s t members to j o i n t h e new C l a s s were Dorothy T h i l k , Mi ldrec E a k i n , and Mi ldred
Croop. When t h e f u n d was s t a r t e d , a $100 donat ion p e r pe rson was requ i red .

On November 17, 1993, t h e s o c i e t y ' s B y - l a w s were updated and t h e f o l l o w i n g procedures were
establ ished in r e g a r d s to L i f e Memberships:

A r t i c l e I I , Sec 3: A L i f e Membership s h a l l be ava i lab le to any person who a p p l i e s f o r and
tenders t h e p r e s c r i b e d dues.

‘ A r t i c l e I V , Sec .2 : L i f e Membership f e e s s h a l l be $150 p e r person u n l e s s otherwise d e t e r ‑
mined by t h e Board of Di rectors . (Note: The Board has since determined
t h a t t h e f e e f o r marr ied c o u p l e s w i l l be $250. )

A r t i c l e V I I , Sec .e A l l f u n d s received f o r L i f e Memberships s h a l l be depos i ted in an endow‑
ment f u n d , in a l o n g term CD or Savings Account f r o m which o n l y 60% of
t h e in te res t may be withdrawn f o r soc ie ty u s e .

S e c . f The p r i n c i p a l amount in t h e L i f e Membership f u n d may be used as c o l l a t e r e l
f o r ob ta in ing l o a n s f o r emergency u s e or C a p i t a l improvements w i t h
a p p r o v a l o f t h e Board o f D i rec to rs .

Since t h e L i f e Membership C l a s s was s t a r t e d in 1976, t h r e e p laques w i t h room f o r fi f t y names
on each have been p l a c e d in t h e museum on which t h e names of 146 L i f e Members have been engraved
on p l a t e s and a t tached to t h e p l a q u e s .

Funds donated by persons who become L i f e Members n o t o n l y h e l p t h e soc ie ty now, b u t cont inue
to do so l o n g a f t e r they w i l l have depar ted .

Our most r e c e n t new L i f e Members a r e : Me lva (Arno ld ) Beecher C r a f t , Kath leen (Armstrong )
Vo e k l e , Emma (Duxbury) Schrader, and Mar ie K e l l e r .

* * * * * * * * * *
YOU CAN HELP:

The f r iends of Jim Haas a r e sponsoring a S p a g h e t t i Dinner at t h e Wilson H igh School Ca fe te r i a
Monday, November 3, 1997, f r o m 4:30 to 7:00 PM.

* * * * * * * * * *
ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE:

S a l l y Smi th , Chrm. , has announced t h a t t h e Ways & Means Committee o f t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l
Soc ie ty w i l l h o l d a Bake S a l e a t t h e Town H a l l o n E l e c t i o n D a y, Tuesday, November 4 t h , f r o m
8AM to 4PM.

Please t r y to he lp make t h i s annua l event a BIG success by dropping o f f your f a v o r i t e baked
good contributions at Town H a l l on Elec t ion Day.

* * ci * * * * * * *
SOTH ANNIVERSAR.IES: c o s

M r. and Mrs. A l f r e d Harvey of O l c o t t ce lebrated t h e i r Golden Wedding Anniversary on Saturcay,
September 13, 1997 at a recep t ion he ld in t h e Wilson House hosted by t h e i r ch i ldren. At tending
were t h e i r bridesmaid, Eleanor Ste in fe ld t and bes t man, A lbe r t Harvey.

Martha Stockwell and A l f r e d Harvey were un i ted in marriage, September 13, 1947, at Ex ley
United Methodist Church in Wilson. They a r e c u r r e n t l y members of t he O l c o t t United Methodist
Church where they r e c e n t l y renewed t h e i r marriage vows before Pastor Richard Kempton.

Mrs. Harvey was born i n Wilson, t h e dauyhter o f t h e l a t e C l a y t o n and R o s e l l a S t o c k w e l l , and
M r . Harvey was born at Geneva, N Y, t h e son of t h e l a t e S i b l e y and S a r a H a r v e y. The Harveys have
two sons , Wi l l iam (Col leen) Harvey of Wi l son , and StephenHarvey of L o v e l a n d , CO; a l s o a d a u g h t e r,
Susan (Norman) Wilson o f L o c k p o r t . The Harveys j o i n e d t h e Wilson H i s . Soc . i n 1976.

* * * * * * * * * *
M r . and M r s . Gordon and V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w of Wilson ce lebra ted t h e i r 50 th Wedding Anniver ‑

S a r y a t a recep t i on h e l d f o r them a t t h e Wilson House Res tau ran t , W i l son , October 11 , 1997.
The Strablows renewed t h e i r wedding vows t h e same day in S t . P e t e r ' s Lutheran Church, N o r t h

Ridge, b e f o r e R e v. David M u s s a l l . In attendance were Maid of Honor, Lor ra ine Hi l lman, s i s t e r
o f t h e B r i d e , and Norman S c h u l t z , B e s t Man.

Gordon S t r a b l o w, a n a t i v e o f Wi lson, i s t h e s o n o f Edward and Mary S t r a b l o w o f Wilson, and
h i s w i f e , V i r g i n i a , i s t h e daughter o f Clarence and I r e n e Hil lman o f Niagara F a l l s , N Y.

Gordon and V i r g i n i a have fi v e c h i l d r e n , Martha S . L e v e l o f Niagara F a l l s , NY; Laverne
(El izabeth) St rab low of L o c k p o r t , NY; L u c i l l e (Vincent) Zarbo of Cheektowaga, NY; M a r g a r e t
(Jacub) Sat iezynski of New Je rsey ; and Linda (Pau l ) Wzientek of West Seneca, NY; a l s o t e n
Grandchildren--the younges t 2months o l d .

The S t r a b l o w s , b o t h L i f e Members o f t h e Wilson H i s to r i ca l S o c i e t y, a r e spending t h e i r second
honeymoon vacat ioning in Hawai i .

* * * * * ¥ * *¥ * *
MEMBERSHIP RESPONSE GOOD:

The membership a p p l i c a t i o n s being r e t u r n e d t o Sandy and K a r a H o l d e n , c o - c h r m . , ind ica te t h e t
t h e i n i t i a l response has been y o o d . If r enewa ls keep coming in at t h e same pace , everyone may
b e p a i d u p b y t h e s t a r t o f t h e New Ye a r.

Seve ra l new members have j o i n e d inc lud ing Mar ie K e l l e r , who jo i ned as a L i f e Member, A l s o ,
Kenneth Radiy o f Grand I s l a n d ; M r s . G a i l U p t o n o f A p p l e t o n ; NY; and Andrea and Jon Upton o f
A p p l e t o n , j u n i o r members.

A number of generous donations to t h e s o c i e t y ' s B u i l d i n g Fund have a l s o been received f r o m
Mar ie K e l l e r ; Leah Bigalow; Robert and R u t h Thomas; D r . Georye Cruickshank; Norman Mac ‑
A s k i l l ; D r . L. Mark and P h y l i s s Huntington; Terrence Up ton ; Thomas Sharpe; Ru th and John
Zauner; and Norman and P a t r i c i a O'Br ien.

* * + * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

t h e t r u e measure of a man is n o t how he behaves in moments of c o m f o r t and convenience, b u t
how he s tands at t imes of controversy and cha l lenge .

*« ” «x * * * * * * *



IN MEMORIAM:
Edward Lonsbe ry, 8 7 , d i ed a t I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l , New fane , on September 30 , 1997. He

was t h e son o f Edward and E l l a S t a f f o r d L o n s b e r y, and was b o r n a t Niagara F a l l s , N Y. H e l i v e d
most of h i s l i f e in W i l s o n , b u t worked f o r t h e Carborundum Company in t h e F a l l s f r o m where he
r e t i r e d i n 1973.

He was a member o f S t . P a u l ' s Lu the ran Church in W i l s o n , and an Honora ry Member o f t h e
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , M i l d r e d ; a grandson, B r i o n Lonsbery of W i l s o n ; a granddaughter,
Karen Jones of S t . L o u i s , MO; and one creat grandson, B r i o n Lonsbe ry, J r . o f Wi lson.

A Memorial Service was h e l d a t S t . P a u l ' s Lu theran Church w i t h R e v. Ronald H a e f e r o f fi c i a t i n g .
B u r i a l was in Greenwood C e m e t e r y, Wi lson.

* * * * * Ww * * * *

MUSEUM HOSTS & HOSTESSES:
V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , C h r m . , has submi t teé t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t o f members who w i l l serve a s

g r e e t e r s a t t h e Wilson Museum, Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2 t o 4 PM:
N o v. 2nd, Rober t & Ruth Thomas, Don W i l t s e , (open-Don Croop); N o v. 9 t h , H o y t & Nor ie D e s s o ,

Jeanne Swanson, (open-Hoyt Desso); N o v. 1 6 t h , Dan & Judy K i n g , B i l l & Bernice McLaughlin,
(open-Dan King) ; N o v. 2 3 r d , Jim & B e t h Wa l d r o n , Andrea Hohensee, (open-Ol l ie C l a r k ) ; and. « ‑
N o v. 3 0 t h , Gordon & V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , Susan C r u i c k s h a n k , (Gordon S t r a b l o w ) . Dec. 7 t h , Edward
& M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , M a r l e n e S c h o t z , (open-Elton Kropp).* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM BITS :

The new seed iny, which c o s t t h e soc ie t y o v e r a $1,000, i s r e p o r t e d to be coming up fi n e
w i t h an a s s i s t f r o m f a l l r a i n s and warm weather.

Raney Ward has i n s t a l l e d new storm windows o n t h e s c h o o l h o u s e , and Gordon S t r a b l o w and E l t o n
Kropp have cleaned u p a l l t h e r o c k s and b r u s h t h a t c l u t t e r e d u p t h e a rea .

The F i t t r o Shop i s a c r e d i t t o t h e museum now w i t h i t s new r o o f and f r e s h l y painted r e d
s ides s e t o f f by wh i te doo rs . R o o f and p a i n t j o b c o s t t h e soc ie ty approximately $8,000.

* *k * * * * * * * *
MORE "INPUT" NEEDED:

Gene ra l l y when acqu i s i t i ons a r e received a t t h e museum, t hey a r e p laced in t h e l i b r a r y u n t i l
t hey can be moved to t h e area where they shou ld be exh ib i t ed .

C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , L i b r a r y and Acqu i s i t i on ‘Chrm. , expressed concern a t t h e O c t . D i rec to r
meeting t h a t items t h a t are p u t in the l i b r a r y a r e n o t removed by area chairmen. Since a l l
acqu is i t ions a r e p u t in the N e w s l e t t e r , i t i s f e l t t h a t area chairmen should be ab le to d e t e r ‑
mine what items should be removed fronmrthe l i b r a r y to t h e i r areas.

I f anyone is uncer ta in , Dorothy M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r , should be ab le to c l a r i f y t h i ngs .
It was a l s o decided t h a t a l l chairmen w i l l be asked to fi l l o u t an evaluation sheet o u t ‑

l i n i n g what t h e i r j ob e n t a i l s and the procedures t h a t a re being fo l lowed to accomplish i t .
These forms cou ld then be k e p t on fi l e and be ava i lab le to new chairmen when needec.

7 * * * * * we * * *
MEMBER IN THE NEWS: .

Richard J . Zipp, former S u p ' t . o f t he Wilson C e n t r a l School D i s t r i c t , was c i t e ¢ a t the
school on October 8, 1997, when t h e new gymnasium at t h e Wilson Junior-Senior High School was
namead t h e "Richard J. Z ipp A t h l e t i c Center" ’ in h i s h o n o r .

M r . Zipp has served t h e Wilson schoo ls w e l l f o r n e a r l y t h i r t y y e a r s , and l e a v e s behind 2
l e y a c y of many accomplishments--not o n l y in t h e s c h o o l b u t in serv ice to t h e community as w e l l .

ve * * * * * * * * *
DID YOU KNOW.... .Niagara is t h e Ind ian name f o r "Thunder ing Waters"?

ve * * * * * * * * *

A BACHELOR is a man who can t a k e a nap on t o p of t h e bedspread.* % * * * * * * * *

1 9 9 8 . . . . . . . . . .MEMBERSHIP A P P L I C AT I O N . . . . . . . . . . - 1998
NEW . RENEWAL.....

PN | rr
ADDRESS. . . . . . . +2 -2 - -00 - b e b e c e c e c e c e r e e c e e e e et r e e c e c e e e e s PHONE # ( ) =
BOX # . . . . . 0 0 . CITY « c c c e e s e e c i t e u s S T A T E . . . . . . . . . - Z I P C O D E . . . . . . . - . . c 00 2

[ - ] PLEASE CHECK BOX IF ADDRESS/NAME HAS RECENTLY CHANGED

PLEASE INDICATE PREVIOUS LAST NAME, IF APPLICABLE__

JUNIOR (UNDER 18) $1.00 EACH COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . _

N A M Ei i s sA G E SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 .
NAME. ti“(‘“C;OC*C*S*t*C*S*SCAGECO LIFE $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 .
N A M E .A G E . L IFE (Couple) $250.00____

HONORARY MEMBER (85+) FREE
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSEDBUILDING FUND DONATION $__

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
APPLICATIONS AND MONIES ARE DUE BY JANUARY 1ST.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AND RETURN TO:

SANDY HOLDEN PO BOX 319 WILSON, NY 14172 \,
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N o v e m b e r 1997 ( P a g e 4 )
FREE CONCERT: :

There w i l l b e a f r e e Concer t b y t h e Niagara Symphony O r c h e s t r a , concuctec b y James F l o o d , a t
t h e Zipp A t h l e t i c C e n t e r , Thursday, N o v. 2 0 t h , a t 7 :30 PM. P a r t i c i p a t i n g w i t h t h e o rches t r a
w i l l be t h e 62 member Wilson H igh School Sen ior Chorus conducted by Linda Wil l iams.

The g u e s t s o l o i s t w i l l be Soprano Ann Kennedy, a former- res ident and g r a d u a t e of Wilson H igh
who w i l l s i n g M o z a r t ' s " E x a l t a t e J u b i l a t a " . A l s o f e a t u r e d w i l l b e t h e se lec t i on b y chorus and
o r c h e s t r a , "G lo r i a " by Antonio V i v a l d i . L i g h t e r se lec t i ons by V i c t o r He rbe r t and Wo l f -Fe r ra r i
a r e a l s o on t h e program.

The a n n u a l c o n c e r t , p rev ious l y h e l d a t t h e Wi lson: Museum, i s sponsored by t h e "Friends o f
t h e Wilson Free L t b r a r y, and w i l l b e p a r t i a l l y funded b y a y r a n t f r o m t h e Niagara County Counc i l
o f t h e A r t s .

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Emma Duxbury S c h r a d e r, a n a t i v e o f W i l s o n , was b o r n i n 1902, t h e d a u g h t e r r o f John J . and
L o t t i e C. Duxbury, and of t h e 13 members of h e r f a m i l y o n l y Emma and one s i s t e r , S t e l l a D. Dock ‑
s t a d e r , a r e s t i l l l i v i n g . Emma's l a t e husband, Lewis S c h r a d e r, was V i l l a g e c l e r k and v i l l a g e
t reasu re r o f Wi lson, and she was deputy c l e r k f r o m 1945 to 1960.

A s a g i r l , Emma r e c a l l e d happy times when h e r mother p l a y e d t h e p iano and a l l h e r f a m i l y
would g a t h e r around and s i n g . Even t h e ne ighbors would come o u t and s i t on t h e i r verandas so
they c o u l d l i s t e n and enjoy t h e music.

Emma and Lewis had two c h i l d r e n , Emma L o u Reppent ine, p r e s e n t v i l l a g e c l e r k , and Robert C.
M r s . Schrader has been a member of E x l e y U n i t e d Methodist Church f o r 95 y e a r s and is a l s o

ac t i ve in t h e Uni ted Methodist Women. She has been a member of t h e Golden Agers f o r 29 y e a r s ;
t h e Orde r o f t h e E a s t e r n S t a r ; and t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. I n 1985 she was made a n
Honorary Member, and as o f O c t o b e r , 1997, she i s an Hono ra ry -L i f e Member. She was a l s o Chrm. o f
t h e S o c i e t y ' s Refreshment Comm. f o r s i x y e a r s .

Anyone who has sampled Emma's d e l i c i o u s baked "good ies " can r e a d i l y understand why she has
been known f o r many y e a r s as Wi lson 's "Cookie L a d y " . She has remarkab le v i t a l i t y f o r h e r a y e - ‑
makes cus ta rds f o r s h u t - i n s , and i s a lways ready t o h e l p those i n need.

* * * * * * * *k * *
NOVEMBER PROGRAM:

B i l l L a t t e n , O r l e a n s County H i s t o r i a n , w i l l b e g u e s t speake r a t t h e N o v. 17 th meeting o f t h e
Wilson H i s . S o c . , and t h e s u b j e c t of h i s t a l k w i l l be "Sta ined G l a s s Windows". The p u b l i c is
a lways welcome to a t t e n d program meetings of t h e S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS RUNNING FOR OFFICE:

Mar i lyn A l l g e i e r , a f t e r winning t h e September Primary, w i l l be running f o r Town Supervisor
on the Republican t i c k e t , She is a member of Ex ley United Methodist Church; Vice-President of
t h e Niay. Co. C l e r k s A s s o c . ; ; and Wilson Town C l e r k . f o r - t h e pas t 3 2 yea rs . Mar i l yn and husbane,
Edward, are b o t h L i f e Members o f the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Bruce Muck, member of t h e town ' s Planning Board f o r t he p a s t year and a h a l f , is a l s o running
on the Republican t i c k e t f o r a sea t on t h e Town Board. Bruce operates a fa rm on r o u t e 425,
South Wi lson, and both he and h i s w i f e , Bonnie , a r e ac t i ve members o f the Wilson His . Soc ie ty.* * * * * * * * * *
ACTIVE IN CHURCH:

Weno te t h a t f o u r . o f o u r Junior H i s to r i ca l Society members, Dan ie l , Michael , and JoshBrady,
and B i l l Banagis s e r v e as A c o l y t e s at t h e E x l e y United Methodist Church , w h i l e s t i l l a n o t h e r,

Joshua Smi th , i s p a r t i c i p a t i n g a s a n A l t a r Boy a t O u r Lady o f t h e Rosary C a t h o l i c Church.
Which ra i ses t h e ques t i on , Do we have o t h e r j u n i o r members se rv i ng in o u r l o c a l churches?* * * * * * * * * *
WHAT A BEAU'T:

T h a t ' s o u r 1998 H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y Q u i l t and i t ' s c a l l e d "Sunbonnet Sue Over t h e Ye a r " . D o n ' t
miss o u t on t h i s one . Watch f o r more in fo rmat ion in t h e N e w s l e t t e r.* * * * * * * * * * °~eooenee e e n e e e e r e e c e o e e e r e e r e e e o e r e e e e e c e e e e e r e s e n e s e s e e r e r e e e r e e e r eeee eee ereERn e eees esee oe HHOCH Ooo o OOOD O oERO B e
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PARK HISTORY REVIEWED:

The H i s t o r y o f L a k e I s l a n d P a r k d a t e s back t o t h e l a t e 1800's when W.N. Har r i s and D r . T . C
Wa l ton acqui red about 100 acres o f l and a l o n g t h e West Branch o f t h e 12 M i l e Creek - - so named
because t h e mouth o f t h e Creek was 12 m i l e s f r o m o l d F o r t N iaga ra .

The grand opening of t h e p a r k was celebrated in 1889 w i t h a number of a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d i n g
a Baby C o n t e s t , Parade o f B o a t s , B a l l g a m e , and Wa t e r S p o r t s . The l a t e Bessie C r a w f o r d , who
{ i v e d most of h e r l i f e on t h e I s l a n d , attended w i t h h e r parents and received fi r s t p r i z e f o r
b e i n g t h e p r e t t i e s t baby present.(Note: Much of t h e mater ia l used in t h i s a r t i c l e was r e l a t e d
to your Newslet ter e d i t o r by M r s . Crawford.)

Parade of Boa ts was h e l d in t h e e a r l y evening and t h e g a i l y decorated b o a t s w i t h Chinese
l a n t e r n s m a d ea p r e t t y s i g h t a s t h e y s l o w l y s a i l e d a l o n g t h e Creek t o t h e s t ra ins o f s o f t
music played on mandolins and g u i t a r s . L u t h e r W i l s o n , and o the r o f fi c i a l s rode on a b a r g e
f r o m which water was poured in t h e Creek and rechr istened by Luther as t h e T u s c a r o r a R i v e r.

The name, Tu s c a r o r a was suggested because t h e headwaters of t h e Creek o r i g i n a t e in t h e ~
Tu s c a r o r a Ind ian Reservation. The name, h o w e v e r , d i d n o t appear to t a k e h o l d as t h e " r i v e r "
is s t i l l m o s t l y re fer red to todayas t h e "Twelve M i l e Creek. "

The Park became very popular as a p icn ic area , and l a r g e crowds attended the Farmers P i c ‑
nics which were he ld there each year. A b a l l diamond h igh l igh ted the recreational area which
a l s o had a water s l i d e , ba th h o u s e , boa t l i v e r y , and Merry-Go-Round r u n by a t h r e s h e r - t y p e
steam engine. 2a4

Thousands of people v i s i t e d t h e Park d u r i n g Wilson's "Gay Nint ies” per iod inc lud ing many
Canadians who sa i led by b o a t f r o m To r o n t o . Some of t h e Canadian Steamers t h a t unloaded pasen‑
gers at the Park Piers had a capacity of 600 persons i n c l u d i n g the "Eurydice”, "Cambria" and
the "Columbia."

B a l l games were a b i g at t ract ion and an i tem in the J u l y 7, 1892 ed i t i on of t h e Wilson " S t a r
described a game played between the Niagara F a l l s Dolphins and t h e Toronto Wilmots. Four hun ‑
d red Canadians and 5,000 res iden ts f r o m nearby towns watched as the t h e Niagara F a l l s Dolphins
defeated t h e To r o n t o Wilmots by a score of fi v e to t h r e e .

M r . H a r r i s , who managed t h e P a r k , b u i l t a Board ing House on t h e s o u t h shore o f t h e B a y , and
f o r severa l years i t was considered t h e " p l a c e to g o " by summer vacat ioners. The house l a t e r
became t h e summer home o f t h e Tugwe l l f a m i l y . I t was s a i d t h a t M r . Har r i s catered to a s e l e c t
C l i e n t e l e , and f o r b i d l i q u o r s a l e s , p r o f a n i t y, Sabbath d e s e c r a t i o n , o r o t h e r bad conduct .
One of t h e fi r s t developments in t h e P a r k was a 40x/0. f o o t Pav i l i on which was fi r s t c a l l e d t h e
Garden Opera House. L a t e r , known a s t h e P a v i l i o n , i t became popu la r f o r d i n i n g , dancing, band
c o n c e r t s , and t h e showing o f s i l e n t motion p i c t u r e s .

In t h e S e p t . 24, 1890 e d i t i o n of t h e "Phi ladelphia Rea l E s t a t e Board and B u i l d i n g G u i d e " ,
Harr ison A l b r i g h t , a Ph i lade lph ia A r c h i t e c t , i s c red i ted as hav ing designed t h e s t r u c t u r e . Con‑
s idered a r c h i t e c t u a l l y b e a u t i f u l , i t was open o n t h r e e s ides w i t h a bandstand b u i l t i n o n t h e
sou th end. A s m a l l sec t ion w i t h po rch r o o f was where popcorn, s o f t d r i n k s , and candy were s o l d

On t h e n o r t h e n d , s t e p s extended across t h e e n t i r e w i d t h of t h e b u i l d i n g and l e d to t h e Bay
where a l a r g e b o a t l a n d i n g and dock were b u i l t . Bo th dock and b u i l d i n g were i l luminated w i t h
k e r o s e n e r e fl e c t o r l amps making it a b e a u t i f u l s i g h t t o vacationers v i s i t i n g t h e P a r k .

S e v e r a l o l d pho tos were t a k e n n e a r t h e Pavilion i n c l u d i n g one showing t h e o l d P a r k Band.
There i s a l s o a c o l o r l i t h o g r a p h i n t h e Wilson Museum showing t h e o l d Pav i l i on a s pa in ted f r o m
t h e a r t i s t ' s memory.

The f o r m e r Tu s c a r o r a o r " T " C l u b was b u i l t around t h e Pav i l i on when t h e Tu s c a r o r a P a r k A s s o
was organized in 1922. A r t Ness managed t h e Association f o r 28 years d u r i n g which t ime r o a d s ,
l o t s , and a n ine h o l e g o l f course were l a i d o u t by t h e Har r i s Arch i tec tu ra l F i rm of B u f f a l o .
The " T " C lub was a p o p u l a r p l a c e f o r a rea res iden ts who l i k e d to d ine o u t .

In 1979 t h e Association was d i s o l v e d and t h e T u s c a r o r a Clubhouse was burned down in a con ‑
t r o l l e d fi r e s e t by members of t h e Wilson and O l c o t t Vo l u n t e e r F i r e Companies. ;

Today, i f you d r i v e around t h e f o r m e r P a r k grounds, you may no t i ce t h e a t t rac t i ve home o f
F loyd and M a r y C l a r k which now stands on t h e s i t e o f t h e f o r m e r Pav i l i on and " T " C l u b .* * * * * * * & * *

HOLIDAY GREETING: ;
From Sandy Ho lden , K a r a H o l d e n , and Don C r o o p , who make i t poss ib le f o r you to receive t h e

m o n t h l y News le t te r : " M e r r y C h r i s t m a s , and may t h e B e s t o f Everything come Yo u r Wa y. "* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: ‘They who w a l k w i t h God a l w a y s reach t h e i r dest inat ion.

* * * * *. * * * * *
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REPUBLICANS HONOR JANET:
M r s . J a n e t Spor leder was honored at t h e "Republican Candidate N i g h t " h e l d in t h e Wi lson

Boathouse R e s t a u r a n t , O c t . 22 , 1997, where s h e was presented w i t h t h e Sen. E a r l W . Brydges
"Ou ts tand ing Republican Award" by Sena to r Geo rge D. Maziarz.

J a n e t at tended t h e S t a t e C o l l e g e f o r Teachers a t Bu f fa lo and t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Colorado,
and in 1949 she moved to Wilson and began h e r l o n g c a r e e r as a teacher in t h e Wilson School
D i s t r i c t . N o t o n l y was she h e a v i l y invo lved i n s c h o o l b u t t h e community a s w e l l , and she was
a member of S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal Church of W i l s o n ; t h e Delph ic C i r c l e ; Wi lson G i r l S c o u t s , and
H i s t o r i c S i t e s Chrm. f o r t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. She l a t e r spen t many years a s a member
and President of t h e Wi lson Schoo l Board. She a l s o was a homemaker, and she and h e r l a t e h u s ‑
band, Andrae, ra i sed two c h i l d r e n , L i s a And ra , and Andrae J e f f r e y Spo r l ede r.

A l s o honored was t h e l a t e E l i z a b e t h S c h a l l , Counci lman, when D r . George C r u i c k s h a n k , Wilson
Committee Member, presented a n award t o h e r d a u g h t e r s , Mancy Simmons and G l o r i a I e r a r d , i n
r e c o n i t i o no f h e r many years o f serv ice o n t h e Town Counc i l .

* * * * * * * *& * *
SENIORS ARE RECYCLED TEENAGERS:

I f anyone has t h e idea t h a t Senior C i t i z e n s a r e "Over t h e H i l l " o r a " L o s t C a u s e " , t h e y
shou ld t u n e i n o n some o f t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e Golden Age C lub a t Newfane d i r e c t e d b y Wanda
Manhardt. The C l u b ce lebra ted i t 3 7 t h B i r t h d a y r e c e n t l y a t t h e H a r t l a n d F i r e H a l l when t w e l v e
o f i t s members over 9 0 were f e t e d a s H o n o r a r y G u e s t s .

C l o s e t o 200 " f r i s k y " 6 0 t o 8 0 y r . o l d s jo ined i n a "penny m a r c h " , ( t h a t ' s when everyone p u t s
pennies i n a b u c k e t t o match timeir age) and a s t h e l i v e l y , c h e e r f u l group. g ree ted t h e i r o l d e r
f r i e n d s ,they - r e a l l y d i d appear t o b e " recyc led t e e n - a g e r s . "

The a c t i v e C lub has had hundreds o f i n t e r e s t i n g t r i p s s ince i t was organized 3 7 years a g o - ‑
b o t h day and overn igh t t o u r s a n d , hav ing p a r t i c i p a t e d i n many o f them, w e can vouch f o r t h e
f a c t t h a t t h e r e ' s seldom a d u l l moment.

F o r i n s t a n c e , a f e w weeks ago , t h e Golden A g e r s headed f o r Seneca L a k e f o r a dinner c ru i se
aboard t h e b o a t , "Columbia". A l i t t l e e a s t of R o c h e s t e r , a w i l d t u r k e y fl e w i n t o t h e f r o n t
windshield of t h e bus and smashed a h o l e in i t . A l t h o u g h t h e t u r k e y "d isab led" t h e b u s , i t
was nowhere ta be f o u n d , b u t i t d i d l e a v e t h r e e f e a t h e r s behind. These were presented to t h e
busdr iver f o r g e t t i n g h i s fi r s t t u r k e y of t h e season.

When a new bus a r r i v e d t h e t r i p to Seneca L a k e was completed, and f o l l o w i n g a super m e a l and
p l e a s a n t c r u i s e , t h e congenia l g r o u p fi n a l l y r e t u r n e d to M i l l e r Hose- -a l ready making p l a n s
f o r t h e i r next ou t i ng . * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Donald H. Weaver, 56, the son of Robert and Grace Schu l t z Weaver, died suddenly at home,
O c t . 21, 1997. He was a member of t he Wilson Conservation C l u b , B o l l i v e r Pos t 0772 American
Legion, Richburg Rod and Gun C l u b , Coyotes L i m i t e d , L i f e Member of t he NRA, and member of the
Wilson H i s t . Soc. since 1982.

H e i s survived b y h i s w i f e , Ruth Robinson We a v e r ; 2 s i s t e r s , Mary Guinn E l i z a b e t h t o n ,TN;
and Bonnie (Norman) Thrush of Wilson.

Funera l Services were h e l d at t he Hamilton & C l a r k Funera l Chapel, Wi lson , and b u r i a l was
in the Nor th Ridge Cemetery, Cambria.* * * * * * * * * *

John Goodr ich , 9 2 , a f o r m e r Wilson F r u i t g rowe r, d i e d O c t . 2 4 , 1997 in Minnesota. He g r a d u ‑
a t e d f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f New Hampshire, and received h i s M a s t e r ' s f r o m C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y.

John owned and operated Goodrich Orchards on L a k e O n t a r i o , and was ac t i ve in a number of
organ iza t ions i n c l u d i n g E x l e y U.M. Church; Wilson L ions C l u b ; Farm B u r e a u Extension S e r v i c e ;
founder o f t h e L a k e Onta r io F r u i t Growers A s s o c . , and P r e s . , N . Y. S t a t e H u l t i c u l t u r a l S o c i s e t y.

H e j o i n e d t h e Wilson H i s . Soc . i n 1973 and t o o k a n a c t i v e p a r t i n i t s e a r l y growth u n t i l h e
and h i s w i f e , M a r i o n , l e f t t h e a r e a . M o s t of t h e barnwood used to c o v e r t h e w a l l s in t h e
museum's " P a t t e r s o n Room" were donated b y M r . Goodr ich.

He emjoyed music and was a member of s e v e r a l Wilson Bands as w e l l as t h e award-winning
Tonawanda American Legion Band.

H e i s surv ived b y Son, P h i l i p (Helen) Goodrich o f New Br igh ten , MN; 2 d a u g h t e r s , Jean
( A l l e n ) Patchin of F r i e d l y , MN; and Barbara P h i l i p s of F l a g s t a f f , A Z ; a l s o 6 grandchi ldren'
2 b r o t h e r s , B u r t o n Goodrich o f P o r t l a n d , OR; L e l a n d (Marjor ie) Goodrich o f S t r a t h a n , N H : and
r e l a t i v e s , O l i v e Gay o f Denve r,CO; Ru th Downes o f L o c k p o r t ; and D r . Rober t ( I sabe l l e ) Downes o f
Winter Maven, F L . * * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM GREETERS FOR DECEMBER:

G r e e t e r s a t t h e museum o n D e c . 7 t h f r o m 2-4PM w i l l b e M a r i l y n and E d A l i g e i e r , M a r l e n e
Schotz,(open) E l t o n K r o p p ; D e c . 1 4 t h , D a r r e l l and S a l l y S m i t h , Ru th We a v e r, Ka thy F e r i c k s ,
(open) D a r r e l l Sm i t h ; D e c . 2 1 s t , S a r a B e r r y , Don C r o o p , Lorraine B r a d y, (open) Don C r o o p .

As in previous years, t h e Museum w i l l be c l o s e d to v i s i t o r s du r i ng t h e months of J a n . , F e b . ,
and M a r c h , h o w e v e r, t h e Board o f D i rec to rs w i l l meet as u s u a l on t h e 2nd Wed. o f each month.
R e g u l a r program meetings w i l l be scheduled on t h e 4th Monday of each month.

- Vi rg in ia S t r a b l o w , C h r m . , thanks a l l who have cooperated and responded so g rac ious l y t h i s
p a s t yea r when con tac ted by h e r to h e l p o u t .

* * k . * * * * * * * *

MEETINGS:
D e c . 1 0 t h B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r M e e t i n g , 7 : 3 0 P M a t t h e M u s e u m .
D e c , 1 5 t h P r o g r a m M e e t i n g , 7 : 3 0 P M a t t h e M u s e u m .

* * * * * * * *x * *
SOUNDINGS:

J u s t about t h e t ime they p l a n to r e t i r e , some paren ts discover t h a t t h e b i r d s who l e f t
t h e n e s t a r e homing pigeohg. * * * * * * * * * *



WITCHES & GOBLINS INVADE MUSEUM:
Witches and Goblins convened in t h e Barnum B l d g . r e c e n t l y to par t i c ipa te in a Hal loween

P a r t y sponsored by t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . Ove r 100 ch i l d ren and paremts attended and t h r e e cash
pr i zes were g iven in eight separate categories w i t h $5 f o r i s t ; $3 f o r 2nd; and $2 f o r 3 r d .
Costumes were judged by Leah K i n g , C a r o l S m i t h , and "Emmet K e l l y " .

One & 2 years: I s t , Jacqueline B l a i r , E lephan t ; 2 n d , S c o t t S t e w a r t , Cowboy; and 3 r d ,
Chelsea S m i t h , B u n n y. .

Three & 4 years: 1 s t , Savannah K i n g , "“Barny"; 2nd, T r e v o r We n d t , John Dee re T r a c t o r ; and
3 r d , Karena Wise, C lown .

F ive and 6 years: 1 s t , Adam Robbins , J a c k - i n - t h e - B o x ; 2nd, K a t e l y n S m i t h , E l f ; 3 r d ,.
Thomas M c I n e r n e y, Dracu la . .

Seven & 8 years: l s t , Emmalee P e a r c e , M r . P e a n u t ; 2nd, K a t e C o r n e l l , C a t ; and 3 r d ,
Michel le E v a n s , Genie.

Nine & 1 0 years: l s t , Jessica S t e w a r t , Do ro thy ; 2nd , L a u r e e n S c a l z o , M o u s e ; and 3 r d ,
E a r l Robb ins , G o r i l l a .

E l e v e n & 1 2 years: 1 s t , Joshua S m i t h , Mummy; 2nd , Derek M a s t e r , D e v i l ; and 3 r d , Lau ra
E v a n s , Witch.

- Th i r teen & 14 years : Andrew C l a r k , The Shadow; 2 n d , Dan B r a d y, G h o s t ; and 3 r d , Wency
C l a r k , Farm G i r l .

F i f t e e n & A d u l t : 1 s t , S a l l y S m i t h , S c a r e c r o w ; 2 n d , D a r r e l l S m i t h , P i r a t e ; and 3 r d ,
Lorraine B r a d y, Rich Witch. "Emmet K e l l y " received Honorable Mention.

Workers who decorated and cleaned up a f t e r t h e p a r t y were S a l l y & D a r r e l l S m i t h , c 6 - c h r m . ,
Kevin K i n g , Judy K i n g , Wanda B u r r o w s , Lorra ine B r a d y, Daniel B r a d y, Michael B r a d y, Joshua S m i t h ,
Joshua F i s c h e r , B i l l S m i t h , C a r o l S m i t h , and S a r a B e r r y .

The committee extends a specia l word of thanks to J e r r y Kadryna and S t a f f at IGA Lakeside f o r
t h e i r courteous assistance and cooperat ion. C o l o r i n g books and suckers were provided by L a k e ‑
s ide so t h a t eve ry c h i l d a t t e n d i n g t h e p a r t y cou ld receive something. Refreshments were f u r ‑
nished b y t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y and consisted o f a p p l e s , a p p l e c i d e r , d o n u t s , and c o f f e e .

The s o c i e t y thanks a l l t h e parents and c h i l d r e n f o r a t t e n d i n g and making c u r fi r g t ;
Ha l loween P a r t y a "Howling" success.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP NEWS:

The H i s . Soc. is happy to welcome these new members: Michael and L a u r e t t e C l a r k of Ransom‑
v i l l e , NY; S a l l y Moot Hol laday o f B o o t h b a y, M a i n e ; Kevin and Leah K i n g o f G a s p o r t , N Y;
Jonathan Zauner of W i l s o n , NY« and Joanne P. Scherer of Kenmore , New Yo r k .

New L i f e Members are : Helen F l a g l e r o f M idd lepor t , NY; Donald F l a g l e r o f I r v i n g , Te x a s ;
a l s o , Jéseph Geiser and Marguerite Geiseriof W i l s o n , NY, and W.R. Reese o f Wi l l i amsburg , VA.

We are a l s o g lad to have severa l new Junior Members: Andrew C l a r k , Wendy C l a r k , Benjamin
C l a r k , and Thomas C l a r k , a l l of Ransomville, and Savannah King of Gaspor t , NY.

A generous response f r o m more of our members is a l s o he lp ing our B u i l d i n g Fund, and we thank
Thelma P a t t e r s o n , Ernestine Walpole, Rachel F l a g l e r , Wil l iam and Mary B r o d i e , H . Bruce Leder ‑:

h o u s e , James C o r n e l l , H a r r y and Bern i ce B r o w n ,- James and Ell ’ .en E l l i s , Maryanne Sharpe,
George G a s i o r, Mrs . Elma McGrath, B e v e r l y A. Woolson, Jack and Melinda Hutchison, MR/Mrs.
Doiiz1d:Fiayler, K a t h l e e n N e v i l l e , Janet We lch , Ruth Lampman, and R. W. Reese.* * * * * * * * * *
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:

M i les L i n n a b e r y, P r o g r a m C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t t h e program f o r t h e December 1 5 t h meet ing
of t h e soc ie t y w i l l be a "Christmas Show and T e l l " Mi les w i l l a c t as m o d e r a t o r , and hopes t h a t
everyone a t t e n d i n g w i l l t a k e p a r t . .

P l e a s e b r i n g your favo r i t e Christmas poem, prose, r e c i p e , an t i que c a r d s , or f a v o r i t e C h r i s t ‑
mas s t o r y you migh t share . Th is w i l l be your program, so come prepared to "Show and T e l l " .

S a r a B e r r y has agreed to be in c h a r g e of refreshments.* * * * * * * * * *
ECEEHEHEHE HEHE EEE EEEEEE EEEEHEHEE EEE EEE EEE E E E E E R E EEE EEEE EET EEE TERRES TTT ATTA TE E E1998.........--MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION.....-----1998

NEW. . . . - - RENEWAL.. . - - ‑

N A M E . . .e s e c e e c e e e e s e e e c e e e c e e s c o a n e s n u s n a w b e c s e e e e esane c e n

| A D D R E S S . . .see e e e e e e e e e s o e s e u w o n s e e e e e s e e r bec e e e e e e e s ... PHONE# ( ) _ u ‑
| B O X # . . . . - w e e C I T Y. . . - - - e c e e e s e s S TAT E . . . . - - - - A t 0 0 ) o e o e

____. PLEASE CHECK BOX IF ADDRESS?NAME HAS RECENTLY CHANGED

PLEASE INDICATE PREVIOUS LAST NAME, IF APPLICABLE
JUNIOR (UNDER 18) $1.00 EACH COUPLE $8.00__0

| N A M EA G E SINGLE $5.00__

| N A M EA G E LIFE $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 .
NAME AGE L IFE (Couple) $250.00_.

HONORARY MEMBER (85+) FREE

BUILDING FUND DONATION $_ _ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED oo
* * * * * * *& & * * * * * * * * * * * *

APPLICATIONS AND MONIES ARE DUE BY JANUARY 1ST

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AND RETURN TO:
SANDY HOLDEN PO BOX 319 WILSON, NY i 4 i 7 2

x * * * * * * * * *



December 1997 (Page 4)
LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS:

I n t h e November e l e c t i o n , M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r became t h e fi r s t woman i n t h e h i s t o r y o f Wilson
to win t h e p o s i t i o n of Superv isor o f t h e town of Wi lson. M a r i l y n w i l l b e g i n h e r new c a r e e r
a f t e r hav ing served t h e p a s t 32 yea rs as Wi lson Town C l e r k .

I n o t h e r c o n t e s t s , Brad L . C l a r k , S r . , and Bruce G . Muck were e l e c t e d t o t h e town C o u n c i l ,
and Kath leen Dixon was r e - e l e c t e d Ta x C o l l e c t o r .* * * * * * * * * *
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT:

The Nominations Comm. composed of A r t S c h n o o r, C h r m . , F l o y d C l a r k , " O l l i e " C l a r k , B i l l Rose ,
E l e a n o r Myers , L o i s Barnum, and Don Croop , p resen ted t h e f o l l o w i n g s l a t e o f o f fi c e r s a t meet ing
November. The nominees w i l l be v o t e d on at t h e December 1 5 t h meet ing.

Ga ry F i t c h , P r e s i d e n t ; D a r r e l l Smi th , Vice-Pres ident ; Gordon S t r a b l o w, 2nd Vice-Pres ident ;
Richard Schmid le , S e c r e t a r y ; Corresponding S e c r e t a r y , Wanda B u r r o w s ; and T r e a s u r e r , Judy K i n g .

Tr u s t e e s nominated to t h e y e a r 2,000 a r e L o i s Barnum; Bruce Muck; and Pam G r o f f . M i l e s
Linnabery w i l l £111 o u t t h e t e r m of D a r r e l l Smi th as t r u s t e e to December, 1999. Don B u r r o w s ,
as P a s t P res iden t , w i l l be made an Honorary T r u s t e e .

Standing Chairmen nominated a r e : C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Acqu is i t ions ; V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , Sunday
H o s t e s s e s ; Lor ra ine B r a d y, Re f reshments ; L o i s Jennings, Memorials; C a r o l e S c h n o o r, P u b l i c i t y ;
Don C r o o p , Publ icat ions/Newslet ter ; C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , L ibrar ian/Genealogy; J a n e t S p o r l e d e r,
H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s ; Sandy and Kara H o l d e n , Memberships; M i l e s L innabery, Programs; Judy K i n y,
By-Laws; L u c i l l e U p t o n , To u r s ; Schoolhouse,Wanda B u r r o w s ; and S a l l y Smi th , Ways and Means.

Board of D i rec to r appointments i n c l u d i n g members of t h e 1998 F a i r Committee w i l l p r o b a b l y be
announced i n t h e Janua ry N e w s l e t t e r .

* *k * * *x * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

A motion was made and approved t h a t s t a r t i n g in J a n u a r y, a l l program meetings of t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty w i l l b e h e l d o n t h e 4 t h Monday evening o f each month, (Ju ly & Aug. excepted).
The meeting n i g h t was changed so G a r y F i t c h c o u l d a c c e p t t h e nomination f o r Pres ident .

D a r r e l l Smith announced t h a t John Minnick has vo lun teered to do some work on t h e s o c i e t y ' s
C lass ic Ca rs when t h e necessary m a t e r i a l s a r e f u r n i s h e d .

A motion was. made and approved t o g i v e a L i f e Membership t o Wanda B u r r o w s i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f
h e r sp lendid j o b in b r i n g i n g t h e schoolhouse p r o j e c t to a s u c c e s s f u l conclusion.

A motion was a l s o made and approved to name t h e " t i c k e t o f fi c e " t h e Myers Room in hono r of
the s o c i e t y ' s l a t e Pres iden t , John Myers.

E l t o n Kropp suggested t h a t the p l a y e r piano be moved qu ick ly i n t o the schoolhouse so t h a t
t h e work can be completed on i t .

S a l l y Smith repor ted t h a t about 8 more afghans have been so ld r e c e n t l y , and t h a t $61.40 was
cleared on the elect ion day bake s a l e despite l o w v o t e r tu rnout and fewer baked goods donations.* * * * * * * * * *
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP:

When members reach the age of 85 they may, receive f r e e honorary membership f o r t h e remainder
o f t h e i r l i v e s . To receive t h i s recogn i t i on , you must n o t i f y e i t he r Sandy o r Kara Holden so
they may change your s ta tus on the membership r o l l and send you your new Honorary Card. You may
e i t h e r note your age on a membership app l ica t ion or c a l l Sandy or Kara at 751-6596.

In 1997 t h e r e were 37 members h o l d i n g H o n o r a r y Membership in t h e s o c i e t y.
*k * * * * * * * * *

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Donna and Sidney P e t t i t , who c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r fi f t i e t h Wedding Anniversary at a recep t i on

h e l d i n t h e Wilson House R e s t a u r a n t , F r i d a y, November 1 4 , 1997.* * * * * * * * * *
WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT I T . . .

O f course i t c o s t s more to l i v e today t h a n i t d i d 100 years ago . M o s t o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t
we t a k e f o r g ran ted now d i d n ' t e x i s t t h e n .* * * * * * * * * *
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