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THE CHRONICLE: Louis Swick has provided a copy of t h e fi r s t issue of the Wilson High School
"Chronicle" publ ished by t h e Wilson S t a r Press in Nov.,1911. The booklet so ld

f o r 1 0 ¢a copy and was a l so supported by ads f rom area merchants. The s t a f f consisted of
Joanne Hamilton, Man. E d i t o r ; KathryneWilson, Assoc. Ed i t o r ; Ruth Blacklock, L i t e r a r y E d i t o r ;
Amy Hamblin, Adv. Mgn; and Maybelle G i l l i s , A s s t . Adv. M g r .

A r t i c l e s were w r i t t e n b y students and h i n t t h a t t h e i r fl a r e f o r humor was l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t
than t h a t o f today's p u p i l s . A n e d i t o r i a l explained t h a t t h e paper was be ing published in the
bes t i n te res t s o f t he Senior Class and students, and a l l who f e l t i nsp i red to "pen a c lass ic
f o r p o s t e r i t y " were i n v i t e d t o d o s o . I t continued, " I f you have a grudge against any dear
f r i e n d , do not nurse your wrath, b u t r a t h e r g i v e vent to it in the "Chronicle" where i l l - w i l l
is shown to a l l and mercy to none."

Some of the advertisements could r a i s e a question in t h e minds of some who migh t think Wi l ‑
son hasn' t changed much in t h e past 60 years . For instance, see i f you can determine where

t h e f o l l o w i n g businesses were located: Charles Haner, Cel Gran (the c e r i a l subst i tu te f o r
coffee); Taggart & Stevens, Groceries & Drygoods; H.W. Fe r r i n , Tonsorial and B i l l i a r d Par lor ;
Cuddeback & Cooper, Undertakers & Furni ture; Wm. H. Creasy, Gen. Blacksmith ing; The Banner
Store; Will iam A lb r i gh t , Farm Implements & Wagons; and S.S. R i s i n g , Undertakers & Furnishings.

Score yourself : If you can locate 5 or more, you're a “Wilsonite"; Under 5, a "Newcomer",
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IN MEMORIAM: S. Joseph Hurst, 72, passed away Nov. 25th at I n t e r Commnity Hospi ta l , Newfane.
He was a supervisor at Anaconda American Brass, Buffa lo , f o r LO years, and member

of S t . John's Episcopal Church, Wilson. The Soc ie ty jo ins in expressing i t s sympathy to h i s
w i f e , Phy l l i s (Twist), h i s daughters Delores Barrows and Judith Hacker, and son J. James and
ten grandchildren.
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NEW MEMBERS: It is a pleasure to welcome f o u r new members i n t o the Soc ie ty : D r . George
Cruickshank, Chestnut Rd . , Newfane; Edward & M a r i l y n (Monroe) Rodgers, Oxnard,

C a l . ; and Mary Cornel l o f Lancaster, Ca l i fo rn ia .
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HOLIDAY CHEER: A ten foot wh i te spruce Christmas t r e e in the Pat terson Room was donated by
B i l l and Carol Smith. I t was c u t and del ivered by t h e i r son, D a r r e l l , who a l so

placed i t i n pos i t i on o n i t s stand. I t was b e a u t i f u l l y decorated b y Flossie L o r t z , Gertrude
Schnoor, Susan Th i l k , and Burt Jennings. Other decorations g i v i ng the museum a touch of the
Christmas s p i r i t are the ceramic N a t i v i t y Scene made and donated by Mary Kidder of Beechwood,
and the l a r g e evergreen wreath made by Joe Higgins and hung at the east end of the b u i l d i n g .
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WILSON SEAL: Whit Barnum suggested t h a t it would be n i ce jf two of t h e new Town of Wilson
Seals could be made up so t h a t one could hang in t h e Wilson museum as w e l l as t h e

Town H a l l . The Seal is t h e creat ion of Mrs . Marlene Marcks Schotz of the Wil low Rd. , who en-=
tered the winning sketch in a recent "Seal & Motto" contest sponsored by the Board. Her sketch
i l l u s t r a t e s some o f t h e attract ions f o r which Wilson i s w e l l known such a s trees f o r f r u i t &

- a g r i c u l t u r e ; water f o r b o a t i n g & fi s h i n g ; and a cobblestone house t o represent Wilson's a r c h i ‑
t ec tu ra l h e r i t a g e .
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SPLENDID ACHIEVEMENT: A successful “ Ta s t i n g Par ty " was he ld d u r i n g December when approximately
15 rec ipes f rom t h e cookbook were prepared by members who submitted

them (names in Nov. Newsletter). Tables were set up under Dorothy L innabery 's supervision so
t h a t v i s i t o r s were t reated to a t a s t y se lect ion of entrees, main courses, and desserts. I f one
measures success by at tendance, we suggest t h a t t h e 72 persons who signed the guest r e g i s t e r
made it s O . e . if one measures successby money taken i n , then the $ 1 0 d o l l a r s realized made
i t 8 0 . . . bu t i f one measures success b y the warmth t h a t i s created b y good f e l l o w s h i po f
f r i e n d l y people, then everyone made i t so .

The Soc ie t y appreciates the e f f o r t expended in i t s beha l f by Dorothy L innabery, Lois Barnum,
Net t ie Stimson, Carole Schnoor, Chr is Goodman, M i l l i e Croop, and a l l t h e l a d i e s (and Gentleman)
who prepared t h e i r del ic ious rec ipes f o r t h e "luncheon".
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BON MOT: ‘Those who b r i n g sunshine to the l i v e s of others cannot keep it from themselves.
(Submitted by a member)
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MEN_IN BLUE: Gen. Peter B. Por te r fi g u r e d prominen in the N i a g a r a C a m p a i g n
and h i s son, Col . Peter A. Por ter wee a) menben of the State Aecesbly when the’

C i v i l War broke out. Col . Porter ra ised troops f o r t h e army and became Commander of the 8th
N.Y. Vo l . Heavy A r t i l l e r y . H ewas k i l l e d a t t h e B a t t l e o f Cold Harbor, June 3 , 186k, and the
GAR Post a t Wilson was named a f t e r t h i s d i s t i ngu ished member o f the Porter f a m i l y.

Over 50 of Wilson's sons fough t under Co l . Porter, and t h e reg iment in which they served,
was born in an hour of cr ises. Pres. L inco ln had issued a c a l l f o r 300,000 troops in an e f f o r t
to break t h e Union's s t a l l e d o f fens i ve be fo re Richmond. Companies f o r the 8th were ra i sed in
Niagara, Orleans, and Genesee counties and mustered in at Camp Church (Niag. Co. Fairgrounds),
August 22, 1862. The regiment fi r s t served in t h e defense of Baltimore except f o r a short cam=
p a i g n at Harper 's F e r r y and western V i r g i n i a . They were nex t ordered to Washington where, in
h i g h s p i r i t s , "Porter 's L i f e Insurance Company" a r r i v e d in May, 186. The regiment then
marched to Cold Harbor, and when t h e y a r r i v e d on June 2nd, were moved i n t o the f r o n t l i n e s .
Following two days of f u r i ous fi g h t i n g , Co l . Por te r l o s t h i s l i f e along w i t h 631 o t h e r o f fi c e r s
and men, k i l l e d or wounded. The bad ly decimated regiment l a t e r moved on to Petersburg where it
served to the end of the war.

Perhaps one of your ancestors is in t h i s l i s t of volunteers who served in the 8th from W i l s o n ;
Truman Ash, Henry Billings, Charles Burroughs, George Chappel l , Robert Churchi l l , Bradford Coe,
Elwood Coe, Nelson Coe, Ezra Cole, Gard iner Conn, E l i Cuddeback, Wi l l iam VanDusen, George Daw‑
son, George Day, A l b e r t D ie tz , A l l e n Drinkwalter, Frank.Fellows, Robert Fuhrman, Hiram Garrison,
Charles G i f fo rd , Wi l l i am Gleason, Stephen Gordon, Wi l l iam Green, Edward Green, John Harry,
Daniel Johnson, J .K . Johnson, Hannis Kolby, Wal ter Mart in , A l b e r t Mackenzie, Andrew Merwin,
Frankl in Morrison, John Longs ta f f , Jessie Olmstead, L e v i P e t t i t , Josiah Pierce, Eugene Pollard,
Wi l l iam Rodgers, B. Frank Sawyer, Charles Smith, Joseph Stoeffen, George Stewart, David Swann,
Philander Thayer, James Thayer, Alexander Thompson, Wallace Thompson, John Thorton, Wil l iam
Thorton, Charles Thorton, Enford Webster, Sharon White, George Wilson, James Wilson, and
Eugene Wr igh t . ,
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AMES PIONEERS: Dorothy T h i l k has submitted a l e t t e r rece ived in 1 8 ) by h e r g . g rand fa the r,

John Ames, f rom h i s b r o t h e r Ti tus , who l i v e d in Rushford, N.Y. The l e t t e r was
mailed at a cost of 10¢ b u t no stamp was used. The s i n g l e page fo lded w i t h the message i n s i d e
and was sealed toge the r w i t h seal ing wax. I t was addressed to the Molyneaux Postoffice at
Cambria, Niagara County. The message was shor t and s ta ted t h a t , "John and Shar l would probably
be at your p lace next week. We are a l l w e l l . I now t h i n k of sending most of the goods by
Canal to Lockport . Clay is elected and no mistake." signed, Ti tus Ames.

Ti tus decided to leave Rushford and come to Niagara County despi te a previous l e t t e r i n .
which he questioned h i s brother having moved to such a dismal wilderness. (Today's residents
of the Daniels Rd. might fi n d it hard to believe t h a t in 18h it was j u s t a mud-rutted wagon
t r a i l through a v i r g i n fo res t w i th c lose ly k n i t t ree l imbs above i t . The on ly ind ica t ion o f
where the road s ta r ted a t North Ridge, was a slash cu t on the trunk o f a l a r g e t ree . )

Ruth and Mary Hamblin were also g.grandaughters of pioneer John Ames who l i v e d a l i t t l e south
of where Wir t and Dora Wakeman now l i v e . -When Titus moved from Rushford, he set t led a l i t t l e
f u r t h e r west o f John o n the Randall Rd.
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PTA PROGRAM: There is a saying t h a t if you want to get a job done, ask a busy person. Chris

Goodman, a member o f t h e Soc ie ty ' s Ways & Means Comm., i s Chrm of the PTA program
at Thomas Marks to prov ide a S t o r y Hour f o r pre~school youngsters at t he Wilson Free L i b r a r y.
I n a d d i t i o n t o s tory t e l l i n g , o ther smal l s k i l l s a r e t a u g h t such a s i d e n t i f y i n g co lors . About
LO ch i ld ren a t tend the sessions which are h e l d on Mondays from 10 to 11 AM. Two s to ry t e l l e r s
are prov ided each month and in Dec, t h e y were Kathy Kropp and V i c k i Kosanwich.
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NIAGARA HISTORIC TRAIL: L a s t f a l l we decided to make bel ieve we were "out -o f -s ta te- tour is ts"

and drove around t h e Niagara H i s t o r i c T r a i l . A t several v i t a l turns
we discovered t h e t r a i l s igns were miss ing , and had to conclude t h a t had we been v i s i t o r s we
would have become hope less ly l o s t . We decided to w r i t e t h e Niagara Co. D e p ' t . o f Ecenomical
Development & Planning to see if t h e y were aware of t he t r a i l ' s condi t ion. We received a nice
l e t t e r f rom B e t t y G i g l i o t t i , TourismAdministrator, who r e p l i e d , " I f t h e t o u r i s t who v i s i t s
Niagara F a l l s . . . . . i s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e r e s t o f t he county, w emust, a s you state, make t h e i r
tour enjoyable and not con fus ing . L e t me assure y o u we w i l l do ou r utmost in rega rds to r e ‑
Plac ing non-existant s i g n s . "

Highway construction and vandalism could cont r ibute to m i s s i n g t r a i l markers, so it is s u g ‑
gested when d r i v i n g a long sect ions of t he t r a i l , keep y o u r eyes open and repor t any areas you
t h i n k s i g n s are m i s s i n g . To u r i s t s b r i n g money i n t o t h e county, b u t none w i l l b e n e fi t i f t h e y
a r e l e f t s t randed in someone's cabbage p a t c h .
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I N PASSING: A s t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y enters t h e decade o f t h e '80s, w e note t h a t
t h i s is t he s t a r t of o u r 9th y e a r as e d i t o r of your Newsletter. Weespec ia l l y

would l i k e to thank everyone who has contr ibuted mater ia l f o r t he pub l i ca t i on , a lso f o r you r
l e t t e r s , cards, and k i n d words of encouragement. Wemust a lso b r i n g to your a t ten t ion the
work and he lp from my "pa t i en t " w i f e , M i l l i e , w i thout whom i t would be most d i f fi c u l t t o keep
ma i l i ng -p la tes up to date; a l so f o r h e r h e l p i n f o l d i n g , s t a p l i n g , and s o r t i n g newsletters
f o r m a i l i n g each month. About 50 Newslet ters were sent out when i t was fi r s t published in
1972. Now, approximately 325 l e t t e r s a re mai led to o u r 430 members--and we ' re s t i l l g rowing.
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OVERSIGHT: When ment ion ing area apple growers in t h e l a s t newslet ter we somehow plumb f o r g o t

about t he S inge r Orchards. S o r r y about t h a t .* %& %* # &
GRANDPA SAYS: Remember when movies were r a t e d on how good they were, not onwho should be

allowed to see them?
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HISTORIC BUILDING BURNS: A f a m i l i a r o l d landmark, t h e Hub Hote l , was consumed by flames in an
e a r l y morning fi r e , Jan. 2nd, 1980. Also destroyed by the b laze

were t h e w i l s o n Post O f fi c e and F e l i p e ' s A r t S t u d i o . F o r t u n a t e l y, n o l i v e s were l o s t b u t u p ‑
s t a i r s apartments were burned out l e a v i n g about 20 persons homeless. A fi r e w a l l between t h e
h o t e l and O k i e ' s Pharmacy was c r e d i t e d w i t h p r e v e n t i n g t h e fi r e spreading f u r t h e r.

The charred remains b r i n g back n o s t a l g i c memories of a t ime when the "Hub" was well-known
f o r i t s de l i c ious chicken and b i s c u i t d inners o n Sunday. Hubert "Hub" F e r r i n was p r o p r i e t o r
and t h e dinners were cooked by h i s w i f e , I d a , and served by t h e i r daughters, t h e l a t e Vera
Pease and Almira Burch. I t i s r e c a l l e d t h a t people used t o l i n e u p i n t h e s t ree t ou t s i de t h e
door w a i t i n g t o b e served. How t h e "Hub" became one o f t h e area's most popu la r e a t i n g p laces
i s a s t o r y i n i t s e l f .

I n t h e e a r l y 1900's, H . W. F e r r i n , a barber f rom S p r i n g v i l l e , came t o Wi lson and acquired
t h e Emerson proper t y on Young S t r e e t . He s t a r t e d up a Tonsor ia l and B i l l i a r d P a r l o r in the
two s t o r y b u i l d i n g , and l e t t e r s f rom t h e o l d Emerson s i g n were used t o h e l p s p e l ] t h e F e r r i n
name over h i s barbershop which was located to the r i g h t of the f r o n t entrance. "Old Timers"
probably remember the rows of shaving mugs along the wall--many bearing the names of regu la r
customers, also the pool tables in back which made the shop a popular gather ing p lace f o r the
"young blades" around town.

In 1908, another disastrous fi r e leveled the majes t i c Sutherland Hotel located on the
Southwest corner of Young and Lake S t r e e t s . About t h a t pe r i od , many salesmen used to come to
Wilson on t h e "Hojack" r a i l r o a d , b u t w i t h t h e Suther land gone, there was no place to eat.
They used to complain about t h i s at the barbershop and Mrs. F e r r i n got the idea of prepar ing
lunches f o r the v i s i t o r s . This small accomodation expanded u n t i l fi n a l l y M r. F e r r i n h i r e d
h i s good f r iend , w i l l i am Mudge of Mudge & Wilcox, to add on a d i n i n g room, ki tchen, and t h i r d
story l i v i n g quarters. The new "Hub" Hotel , sparked by Mrs. Fe r r i n ' s exce l lent cooking, soon
became known as one of t h e b e t t e r e a t i n g p l a c e s in t h e area.

Marie Swick Reynolds, Jean Wilson Kress, and P h y l l i s Chapman Hageman also spent many busy
hours serv ing t a b l e a t t h e " H u b " , Mar ie r e c a l l s t h a t she and t h e o ther g i r l s would o f t e n be
dead t i r e d at t h e end of a day 's work, b u t if someone suggested t h e y go dancing at O l c o t t ,
t h e i r r e c u p e r a t i n g a b i l i t y was l i t t l e l e s s t h a n remarkable.

In more recen t y e a r s , t h e "Hub" maintained i t s repu ta t i on f o r good food under t h e manage‑
ment of Alex and C e c i l i a Andrasik who a l so catered to month ly d i n n e r meetings of t h e L ion 's
Club and Wilsonian Business and Pro fess iona l Womens! C lub .
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THE GNOSTIC GUILD: February marks the 40th ann ive rsa ry o f the Gnost ic Gu i ld in w i l s o n . I t
a l l s t a r t e d Feb. 20th, 1940, when a group o f g i r l s met a t t h e home o f

Eleanor Baetzhold, a member of t h e De lph i c C i r c l e , and organized a Jun io r Delph ic Club. Four
months l a t e r on June 5th, 1940, the c l u b changed i t s name to Gnost ic G u i l d , t h e word "Gnost ic"
meaning " p e r t a i n i n g t o knowledge". The o b j e c t o f t h e c lub was f o r i n t e l l e c t u a l and soc ia l
improvement, and an impo r tan t p a r t of t h a t purpose has been r e a l i z e d by i t s support of t h e
Wilson Free L i b r a r y f o r many y e a r s .

Char te r members were Corinne Schoul tz McGovern; B e t t y Bur ton Tre i ch le r ; Jean Wilson Kress:
Jennie Moose Donop; P h y l l i s Chapman Hageman; Yvonne Duxbury Smithson; Ruth M a r t i n P h i l l i p s ;
B e a t r i c e Hann Rockwood; and Helen S a l i s b u r y Covey.

The fi r s t o f fi c e r s of t h e G u i l d were Jean Wi lson Kress, Pres; Corinne Schoul tz McGovern,
Vice-Pres; Helen S a l i s b u r y Covey, S e c ' y ; V i r g i n i a Mark Nicho ls , Treas; Mar ie Swick Reynolds,
Sunshine; and Jennie Duxbury Smithson, Mar ie Swick Reynolds, and P h y l l i s Chapman Hageman, Pro;

A y e a r a f t e r t h e c l u b was organ ized , t h e G n o s t i c G u i l d j o i n e d t h e Federa t ion o f Womens’
Clubs. B lue and w h i t e were adopted as t h e o f fi c i a l co lo r s , and membership was l i m i t e d to 25
p e r s o n s . On O c t . 3rd , 1978, it was voted to i n c r e a s e t h e t o t a l membership to t h i r t y .

The current o f fi c e r s of t h e G u i l d a r e Jan Z i p p , Pres; Margaret Siener, 1 s t Vice-Pres;
P o l l y Maxfie ld , 2nd Vice-Pres; Sara B e r r y , Sec 'y ; Celeste Crawford, Treas; Jean Kerwin,
Membership; Emi ly MacAvoy, Sunshine; and Marlene Dinse, Helen Stevens, and Mary C la rk , Progra
(Factual in format ion, courtesy of E l o i s e Culverwell)
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FAIR DATE SET: The trustees have approved Mon., May 26th, as t h e o f fi c i a l date of t h e 1980
"Country F a i r " . The Monday Memorial Day date w i l l co- inc ide w i t h most p l a n t

c l o s i n g s , p r o v i d e necessary p a r k i n g a t P f e i f f e r ' s Foods, and h o p e f u l l y please a l l our Dealers.
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WANTED: Mrs. Marge wi lson, guest speaker a t t h e Jan . Mee t i ng , would l i k e l o c a l rec ipes f o r use
in connection w i t h t h e Na t i ve American Center f o r t h e L i v i n g A r t s , 466 3rd S t . N iagara



IN MEMORIAM: Jane B,. Moxham, 61, died Jan. 12th w i t h an apparent hear t a t tack whi le vacat ion ‑
i n g in Florida. In 1963 she was elected at Wilson as the 1s t woman Just ice of

the Peace in Niagara County. Just ice Moxham served t h e community f o r 16 y e a r s and in November
was re-elected to h e r Sth f o u r y e a r term. She g r a d u a t e d from S t , Mary 's Seminary and was a
member o f Our Lady of t h e Rosary Roman Catho l ic Church in Wilson. She was a member o f t h e
former wilsonian BPw Club, and attended t h e fi r s t meetings he ld in A p r i l , 1972, to found the
Wilson Histor ica l Society,

The Society extends i t s deepest sympathy to t h e su rv i v i ng members o f h e r fam i l y : Walter
Moxham, J r . A t t y . , Lockport, N.Y.3 w i l l i a m Moxham, Miami, F l a . ; Janie Moxham, Lockport, N.Y;
Mrs. Fa t r i c ia Fisher, Wilson; Susanne Hunt, Dallas, Texas; and George M, Moxham, Rochester.
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NEW MEMBERS: The Soc ie ty i s p leased to welcome the fo l low ing new members: Caroline Campbell

Paton, I rv ington, N.Y.3 James Campbell, Atlanta, Georgia; Helen Sal isbury
Cavey, Deming, N. M.; and Joyce Sal isbury Gajewski of Lancaster, N.Y.

x ke 4HH MHHHHMHHH HBBH&
SUNDAY HOSTESSES: Edna Rose has announced t h a t t h e Sunday Hostesses f o r February w i l l be as

fo l lows: Feb. 3rd , Helen & Ralph Dinse; Feb. 10th, L o i s & w h i t Barnum;
Feb. 17th, Leona & Howard Hunter; and Feb. 2hth, M a r i l y n & E d A l l g e i e r ,

At tent ion, A l l Hostesses! The L i b r a r y Comm. would a p p r e c i a t e y o u r c o - o p e r a t i o n . I f any
v i s i t o r leaves something f o r t h e museum while y o u ' r e on d u t y, please be sure to fi l l ou t a
transmission s l ip (w i th as much informat ion y o u can g e t about g i f t or donor), and leave s l i p
w i t h the a c q u i s i t i o n . Th is w i l l h e l p L i b r a r y Comm. keep a n accurate reco rd o f a l l g i f t s .
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NEW MUSEUM EXHIBIT: The theme f o r t h e Feb.-March mseum e x h i b i t w i l l be "Old Tools". There

w i l l be a meet ing to arrange t h e d isp lay Jan. 28th at 1:00 PM, and any= |
one can b r i n g items f o r l o a n at t h i s t ime. Since t h e Socie ty already has a fi n e exhib i t ion
o f t o o l s b u i l t around a l i f e t i m e c o l l e c t i o n donated b y Bob Lewis o f Newfane, members a r e
encouraged to b r i n g unusual specimens t h a t may n o t p r e s e n t l y be shown.
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HONORED: John Th i l k , Chestnut Rd., was named l inebacker on t h e D i v. VI A l l S t a r Footba l l

team. John, defensive Captain, has p layed on t h e Wilson Va r s i t y f o r t h r e e y e a r s .eeKFK€© HFHKHHHKHHHHHR&
FEBRUARY PROGRAM: The theme of t h e Feb. program w i l l be "School Day in a One Room School".

Hazel S a l i s b u r y, former teacher, w i l l be guest speaker. The Refreshment
Committee w i l l be M i l l i e Lonsbery, Chrm., Cheryl Brown, and Mary Gamble.
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RECOGNIZED: In a l e t t e r to Dr. John Argue, Pres., Stephen Larock, Director of Curriculum,

and Richard Zipp, S u p t . of Schools, have c i t ed the Wilson H i s t . Soc. f o r promo=
t i n g l o c a l h i s t o r y and education in the community, bo th through l o c a l ac t i v i t i e s and re la ted
programs at the wilson Museum. To a s s i s t in t h e continued success of the program, the school
nas inv i ted the Society t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the development o f the 1980-81 School Calendar.
Dorothy Thi lk , Town Historian, and Don Croop w i l l collaborate to prov ide the school w i th a
l i s t o f l o c a l l y impor tant h i s t o r i ca l dates.
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WIRELESS MEET: The Board of Trustees has g r a n t e d permiss ion to t h e Niagara Front ier Wireless

Assoc. to h o l d a "wireless Meet" at the Museum on Saturday, A p r i l 12th, f r om
12N t o 5:00 PM. The group i s a n o n - p r o fi t Corp. o f N.Y.S. , and holds 3 o r h meets each y e a r
to promote t h e h i s t o r y of Wireless Communication and r e l a t e d matters.
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GRAND LADY: I t i s a l i t t l e hard t o p i c t u r e Jennie Bigelow a s a former Matron a t t h e Niagara

County J a i l , b u t she w a s . . . f o r n i n e y e a r s . She smiles when she t e l l s how
shocked peop le would l o o k when she t o l d them she "served t i m e " in j a i l , b u t considers t h i s as
h e r own l i t t l e p r i v a t e j o k e . w i f e o f former S h e r i f f , F red Bigelow, she worked before and
a f t e r h i s t r a g i c dea th a t t h e hands o f a c o r n e r e d f u g i t i v e . She marr ied Fred, a farmer, i n
1%08, and he was w e l l know f o r h i s honesty in dea l i ng w i t h others. He also l i k e d to p l a y
baseball, and basketball, and in l a t e r y e a r s was an a v i d g o l f e r .

The nature of Jenny's work caused h e r to r u b elbows w i t h many shady characters, b u t she
always seemed t o have a knack f o r g e t t i n g t h e i r c o - o p e r a t i o n . She t e l l s a cute s tory about
one inmate who had the r e p u t a t i o n of b e i n g a l a d y of i l l r epu te . One day a "gentleman", who
was runn ing f o r t h e o f fi c e of C i t y Councilman, came to t h e j a i l l o o k i n g f o r support when
suddenly t h e ‘ f o r e mentioned " l a d y " s p o t i e d h i m and hol lered, "Hey, d o n ' t I know you?"
According t o Jenny, t h e p o l i t i c i a n ' s f ace tu rned b r i g h t r e d and h e l o s t n o t ime bea t i ng a
f a s t r e t r e a t ou t o f t h e r e ,

Jennie s t a r t e d l i f e a s t h e d a u g h t e r o f M r . and Mrs. W i l l i a m Haner, who o p e r a t e d a fa rm o n
t h e west s ide o f R t . 2 5 about one h a l f m i l e south o f t h e v i l l a g e . Her serene ou t l o o k o n
l i f e may b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e f a c t she n e v e r once heard them engage i n a f a m i l y arguement.
Although in h e r 93rd y e a r , she acts and t a l k s l i k e she was 20 years younger. She keeps in
shape by t a k i n g d a i l y walks (when able), and Sunday morning serv ices at E x l e y Uni ted Methodist
Church wou ldn ' t be qu i te t h e same wi thou t Jennie s i t t i n g in "her f a v o r i t e pew",
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FIRE AFTERMATH: Although t h e w i l son Pos to f fice had to move i n t o temporary quarters a f t e r the

"Hub" H o t e l fi r e , a l l was n o t l o s t . Postmaster Dean S t o b e r l gave t h e f a m i ‑
l i a r o l d serv ice window and counters to t h e S o c i e t y, and w i t h the h e l p of Bob Rohring, they
were moved to t h e museum. The window was used by seve ra l genera t ions o f Wi lsoni tes and dates
back to 1897 when Elmer A. Johnson was Postmaster. It was then loca ted where Okie's Pharmacy
now i s . when Elmer Johnson and George Midd le ton s t a r t e d a drugs tore , t h e o f fi c e was moved .
nex t door where it remained u n t i l t h e recent fi r e . \
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BON MOT: America has a brand new slogan: “Have Car, Can ' t Travel."
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D O N A L DW. CROOP, Editor WELSON, NE YORK 44172
March 1980 Vo l . 9 No. 3

(Coleman Press)

THE WILSON STAR: Much of wi lson 's e a r l y h i s t o r y has been preserved because of a weekly news‑
paper c a l l e d t h e "Wi lson S t a r " . I t was s tar ted in October, 1878, by Tower

and Be t t s b u t one month l a t e r Char les Honeywell , a Toronto j o u r n a l i s t , purchased t h e business
and began t o p u b l i s h the e i g h t page " S t a r " a s a p o l i t i c a l l y independent l o c a l and genera l
newspaper. It was p r i n t e d on t h e 2nd fl o o r of t h e present Masonic b u i l d i n g and completely
" s e t " by hand--a v e r y t i r i n g and t ime consuming process. A f t e r an e d i t i o n was publ ished, a l l
type had to be placed back in t h e i r respec t i ve compartments, l e t t e r by l e t t e r . In a few years
a l i n o t y p e machine was purchased which permi t ted type to be set f rom a keyboard--similar to
ones on 3 t y p e w r i t e r. Much of t h i s work was done by Dora Honeywell, an accomplished opera to r,
and it was d u r i n g h e r 5 years of serv ice w i t h t h e paper t h a t much of Wilson's h i s t o r y was r e ‑
corded. A f t e r ner husband's death, October 31, 1932, Dora Hatch Honeywell took over p u b l i c a t i o n
of t h e "S ta r " , and when she d ied in 1936, it was w i l l e d to h e r nephew, M i l bu rn E. Campbell.

"Chuck"" Campbell publ ished t h e paper f o r 7 more years d u r i n g which t ime, Harold A l b r i g h t
became h i s business assoc ia te . A dec is ion was made to purchase a new p r e s s , and when i t was
del ivered, was found to be too wide f o r t h e d o o r. So t h e press sat on the 2nd fl o o r of t h e
Masonic b u i l d i n g , b lock ing sta i rway and entrance to p r i n t shop ,un t i l "Chuck" was able to get
i n touch w i th the company. Fo r tuna te l y, t he contract had specified the width o f the door, so
he was able to pursuade them to t e a r down the w a l l , move t h e press i n , and repa i r t h e damage.

Dur ing cne per iod t h a t "Chuck" was Editor-Puolisher of the "S ta r " , he reca l led t h a t Mrs.
Ju l ian L u s t necame t h e fi r s t woman chosen in 1939 to serve as j u r o r from h i l s o n at the Miagare
County Courthouse i n L o c k p o r t . . . . . A correspondent repor ted t h a t Roy Church had died s o h i s o b i ‑
tuary was w r i t t e n . L u c k i l y , before pub l ica t ion , "Chuck"" happened to look out the window and
saw Mr. Churen r i d i n g a b i c y c l e down Young Street.....A wedding ceremony was he).d in the ceme=
t e r y at the , a v e of t h e br ide 's mother because she had given consent f o r he r deughter to be
marriec . . . . .Co r respon ien ts always reported i f anyone shingled a p r i v y r o o f because "That was
e w s " , . . . . M a n y S t a t e Banks c’osed t h e i r doors d u r i n g the Great Depression o f the 30's, and
a f t e r l i q u i d a t i n g , many depos i t o r s rece i ved sma l l percentages o f t h e i r sav ings . The “Wi lson
S t a r " received a check f rom t h e Ransomville S t a t e Bank f o r two cents, and a t h r e e cent stamp
was used to m a i l it to them.

On May 2 ) . 1943, "Chuck" Campbell was c a l l e d to serve in t h e armed forces d u r i n g Wovid war
I I , and he s o l d n i s i n t e r e s t in t h e " S t a r " to John Bieda, owner of t h e Wilson Pharmacy. Up to
t h a t t ime, t h e " S t a r " had been pub l ished f o r 65 years w i t h o u t m i s s i n g a week, and a l so had t h e
d i s t i n c t i o n o f becoming a member o f t h e "One H a l f C e n t u r y Club" o f t h e American Press Assoc.

John bieda publ ished t h e paper u n t i l November 1, 1943, and t h e n so ld i t to Fred McLennan,
a c t i . g manazer o f t h e B u f f a l o Cour ier Exp ress . U n f o r t u n a t e l y, M r . McLennan died s h o r t l y a f t e r
and y u b l " c a t i o n was suspended December 9, 1943. M r. Bieda f e l t t h a t t h e l o s s of t h e weekly
paper was a dlow to t h e community so he so ld t h e drugs to re and re-purchased t h e "Star®™ equip ‑
ment. Publ icat ion was resumed, August 31, 194 and continued u n t i l A p r i l 3 , 1945, when he
r i c o was c a l l e d to j o i n t h e -rmed f o r c e s . M r. Bieda re ta ined ownership, however, and arranged
“ o r Kobert wark to ac t a> managing e d i t o r . The "S ta r " was publ ished a l i t t l e w h i l e l o n g e r in
wi lson, b u t was l a t e r moved to Newfane under new management and a new name. Thus ended s i x t y
seven years of t h e Wilson-oriented " S t a r " .

M i l bu rn "Chuck" Campbell now r e s i d e s w i t h h i s w i f e , Marion, on Lake S t . in Wi lson, anc is
a r e t i r e d employee of t h e N i a g a r a Gazet te . He is an a c t i v e member of Ex ley United Methodist
Church, Ontar io Lodge No. 376, F. & A.M., and a trustee o f t he Wi lson H i s to r i ca l S o c i e t y.
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QUILT COMPLETED: The new "Progress" c ross s t i t c h q u i l t has been completed, thanks to q u i l t ‑
i n g v e t e r a n s , F lo rence S c h u l t z , Chrm., B e t t y S t i m s o n , B e r y l To v e l l , and

Anna Mae Nevins. Others who helped were Fv2 Zortman, Maxine Jones, and G a i l Smi th .
T i c k e t donation books have been p r i n t e d by Tom Fare and w i l l be ava i l ab le f rom B e t t y o r

N e t t i e St imson. I t is hoped t h a t a l l members w i l l respond t h i s year and make a specia l e f f o r t
to s e l l and/or purchese some. The q u i l t s have nelped to make past F a i r s a great success. In
t h e words o f winston C h u r c h i l l , "Never was s o much owed b y s o many t o s o few."
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BAD BREAK: John & Eleanor Myers r e c e n t l y donated a dismantled barn f o r erection on t h e mus‑
eum zrounds a s a n a g r i c u l t u r a l p u i l d i n g . Thef t o f t h e main t imbers w i l l n e c e s s i ‑

t a te a smaller one . ‘ n i t Barnum suggests a "lean-to" type shed, (like many farmers once used
to store t h e i r t o o l s ) m i g h t be appropriate f o r ou r needs. A truckload of boards were moved by
Whit Barnum, B u r t J e n n i n g s , Elwin Upton, and Johnnie hyers«
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GRANDPA SAYS: " I f you wor r y about m i s s i n g the boat, remember the Titanic."x oe K He H H& He HK OF



ACQUISITIONS: The " D o l l House & Toy" e x h i b i t ‘ included some r e c e n t a c q u i s i t i o n s f r o m Herbert
Kahler of Newfane i n c l u d i n g a "Geetar" Music Boc; 3 "Hurdy Gurdys"--one w i th .

monkey; a Fisher-Pr ice "Teddy Z i l l o " ; Musical "Jack-in-the-Box"; 1950 metal t ruck ; and a r e d ~
Bee 29 Sled, ca. 1929, ‘

Helen Borngraeber gave two army canteens, one f rom World war I , and one from World War I I .
Jane t S p o r l e d e r : A C h i l d ' s l a c e a p r i c o t - c o l o r umbre l la and d o l l , ca . 1900.
B e r y l To v e l l : A b e a u t i f u l b l ack wedding d r e s s and b lack umbre l la t h a t was made f o r Jess ie

O l i v e r To v e l l in Par is , France.
Florence Mudge Donner of Cleveland, Ohio: A Pedesta l Stand t h a t was once used in t h e o l d

Peter A . Por te r Post GAK H a l l i n Wilson. I t was g iven to h e r by h e r g rand fa the r, John B.
L i tchard, C i v i l war Veteran.

H a r r i e t Landy Nolan of N.:Tonawanda: Bound book of 1893 " B u f f a l o Enquires"(July t h r u Dec.)
Anna Mae Nevins: Old change pu rse , and 2?Wilson School d ip lomas. (Wi l lard Nevins, 1927)
Garne t te Upton : wh i te wedding Dress t h a t belonged to Alma F a r r e l l .
Mabel Wilson: P a i r of p i l l o w cases hemmed w i t h handemade r i c k r a c k f rom s t r i p s of mus l i n .

P i l l o w cases came from Reuben Wi lson home on wW. Young S t . , and were made by Rachel Wilson,
w i f e  o f  O l i v e r.

w a l l y B e u t e l : Souven i r "S tockwe l l & B lack lock" Carpenter Penc i l f rom t h e former Blacksmith
and I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ha rves te r Shop once l o c a t e d o n t h e south east corner o f Beebe & Chestnut Hds.

F lorence Swick: Three Law Books t h a t belonged to t h e l a t e Alonzo P. Swick, J u s t i c e of t h e
Peace in Wilson f o r many y e a r s .

Jean Hayes: Sewing Caddy dated 1901, g i v e n in memory of h e r grandmother, F lorence A. Swick.
B e t t y Stimson: h8 S t a r American F l a g .
Mar ion McLennon of B u f f a l o : Old t a b l e l e g s from Buffa lo beer p a r l o r t a b l e .
Lucy Monroe: One p a i r of P i l l o w Cases
Haro ld Mudge: Sons of Ver terans (S.V.1h3) P i n worn by B u r t Mudge.
Don Croop: Hand S i c k l e and Wire Fence P l i e r s , ce . 1900; Co ldcu t Blacksmith Anv i l Too l ,

ca. 1880; and Drop Forged Monkey Wrench made by J . C . Spe i rs & C o ,
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PROGRESS: The S o c i e t y has made many improvements to t h e o l d depot in order to make it wor thy
o f t h e name, "w i l son Museum" , The t reasurer has compiled fi g u r e s showing t h a t

$8,811.82 has been spent o n b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s ; $2,673.92 has been expended f o r l a b o r ; and
$3,172.02 has been p a i d toward cons t ruc t ion o f t h e new b u i l d i n g . Also, $2,529.29 has been
spent f o r museum f u r n i s h i n g s and s u p p l i e s such a s tab les , cha i rs , fi l e s , e t c . , making a t o t a l
of $17,187.05. I f , on top of t h a t , one places a d o l l a r value on the hundreds of hours of
l abo r t h a t has been volunteered, it is reasonable to conclude t h a t the Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc.
nas made a cred i tab le contr ibut ion to the town we a l l l o v e .
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ACCLAIMED: Nany H i s t . Soc. members attended the recogn i t i on dinner f o r r e t i r e d Town Counci l‑

man, L a r r y Pease, he ld a t t h e South Wilson F i r e h a l l , Sun., Jan. 27th. Sen. Jonn
Daly and 2ay Be i t e r, County Clerk , were spec ia l guests, and wh i t Barnum, Town Surerv isor, anc
D r. John Arzue, Pres. of the H i s t . Soc. , pra ised M r. Pease f o r h i s 36 y r s . of dedicated ser ‑
v i ce as didotner o f fi c i a l s of t h e town boards, water d i s t r i c t , and highway department. An
exce l l en t d inner was served to aporoximately 200 guests by t h e South wi lson F i r e C o . A u x i l i a r y.
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS: James Mangan, Lewis ton ; Jack & Melinda Hutchison, Sanborn} a l s o Rutn |

P h i l l i p s , Kenneth & V i v i a n B r i g g s , and I d a Ereon f rom Wi lson. |* 4 %# # * H H K |
BI-MONTHLY EXHIBIT: ‘Tne theme f o r t h e February-March e x h i b i t is "Old Tools" and many unique

7 p i s c e s a r e o n d i s p l a y i n c l u d i n g a s e t o f b a r n - e r e c t i n g t o o l s t h a t b e ‑
longed to B u r t Jenning 's f a t h e r , Jesse, who b u i l t many barns in t h i s area. There a r e a l s o
var ious types o f copper c o l d e r i n g i r o n s , and shoe l a s t s and t o o l s used t o make and r e p a i r
shoes, 2: w e l l as an o l d f o o t peda l j i g s a w and many o t h e r miscellaneous i t e m s . |

S r e c i a l l y f e a t u r e d i s a n o l d Exce ls ior Hand Press donated b y Esther Casselman o f Sanborn.
It was i s e d by M r. J R . Casselman to p r i n t c a l l i n g cards, b i l l heads, and l a b e l s f o r maple
sugar c o n t a i n e r s . Miss Caselman a l s o gave a " p l u g C u t t e r " , bookbinder, and a teacher's
P r i n t i n g se used by ner mother, C l a r a Falmer Balcom Casselman, a graduate of t h e o l d Wilson
r i g h Teache r ' - T r a i n i n g C lass . 2

Joseph C. n i c e , S r . , ge teerundfa ther o f J u d i t h Rice Okonievwsky, was b o r n in Cambria in 1828. |
d e was a n e x p e r t m i l l w r i g h t and b u i l t t h e Frank l i n F l o u r M i l l i n Lockpor t , fi - s t whole wheat
fl o u r m i l l in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . Some of t h e t o o l s of h i s t r a d e a r e displayed i n c l u d i n g a
machine c a l i p e r , wood m a r k i n g g a u g e , wooden m a l l e t s , stone hammer, and a lso a wood depth
geuge used to r e a d l i q u i d measure t h r o u g h a bung h o l e in t h e end of a b a r r e l .

The r e g u l a r t o o l e x h i b i t f e a t u r e d i n t h e P a t t e r s o nRoom inc l udes t h e l i f e t i m e c o l l e c t i o n
_of Bob Lewis of Newfane, and is made up of t h e va r i ous types of t o o l s used to b u i l d N iaga ra

County's 19th Cen tu ry homes, barns , and m i l l s .
x oe & # & & & H H |

GOOD START: Dorothy T h i l k , Town His to r ian , s t a r t e d a new t r e n d a t t h e Jan. mee t ing when she
int roduced "Chuck" Campbel l , who gave a fi r s t hand account of t h e "Rise and F a l i "

o f t h e Wilson S t a r . Excerp ts f rom "Chuck 's " fi n e presenta t ion have been featured in t h i s
"Newslet ter" . There a r e many unique h i s t o r i c a l t a l e s t h a t could be t o l d about Wilson, and
h o p e f u l l y , more of our knowledgeable members or guests w i l l g i v e sho r t t a l k s in the f u t u r e .
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JOHNNIE RYAN MYSTERY: An o l d wooden case fi l l e d w i t h empty Johnnie Ryan pop b o t t l e s was ;
l e f t at t h e museum, b u t t h e r e is no r e c o r d of t h e dono r. Flease l e t

L o i s Jenn ings know so i t can be recorded. The Acquis i t ions Comm. wishes to have a t ransmis - |
s i o n s l i r on reco rd f o r a l l donat ions.
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TAX TIME AGAIN: I ' m proud to pay taxes in t h e United Sta tes ; t h e o n l y t h i n g i s , I could be
ee Sust as proud f o r h a l f t h e money. (Arthur Godfrev)



FRONTIER BUILDER: Horatio A l g e r must have had.men l i k e Walter Johnson in mind when he wrote
s to r i es such as , "Bound to Rise" , or “ S t r i v e and Succeed." Founder of t h e

*Jonnson Construction C o . , Wa l t e r , 93, and h i s w i f e , L a u r a , a r e now comfor tab ly r e t i r e d in a
Parkway A p t . o v e r l o o k i n g t h e N iaga ra R i v e r, b u t i n t h e e a r l y 1900's t h i n g s were much d i f f e r e n t .
He war b o r n on t h e McClew Rd. in 1887 and l a t e r moved w i t h h i s f a m i l y to a smal l farm on the

. south s ide o f Chestnut east o f t h e Creek in South Wi lson . H i s mother was a hard -work ing Chr is ‑
t i a n woman and they attended t h e East Wi lson Methodist Church. Most people were honest then so
doors were seldom locked. H is e a r l y upbr ing ing no doubt l a i d t h e groundwork f o r h i s becoming
the owner of one of t h e most successful construction companies on t h e N iaga ra F r o n t i e r.

At age 15, he started work ing f o r Edgar B u l l , t h e n spent a year w i t h Merle Tower b u t returned
to work f o r t h e B u l l s . H is bedroom extended o f f t h e west w ing of t h e B u l l home so he could come
and go as he pleased. B u i l t in 1835 by John B u l l , t h e house is now t h e residence of Don and
M i l l i e Croop .

Frankl in B u l l , f a t h e r of Edga r, l i v e d next door to t h e east and t h e B u l l lands extended a l o n g
Chestnut on both sides. La rge amounts of cabbage, app les , melons, cukes, and tomatoes were
grown and much of i t taken to the B u f f a l o marke t . A huge windmill back of Frankl in's p l a c e pro~
v i d e d power f o r sawing wood and g r i n d i n g g r a i n f o r f e e d . H e a lso had a one c y l i n d e r "brush"
auto t h a t s t “ t ed hard when co ld . I f Wal te r heard t h e d inne r b e l l r i n g i n mid a f t e r n o o n , h e
i e w it was « sivnal to go to t h e house and g e t it g o i n g . This he enjoyed d o i n g .

Farmers l i k e F r ' d Th i l k and Edgar B u l l o f t e n went t o market t o g e t h e r , b u t s ince roads were
rough and micdy, i t was d i f fi c u l t t o climb the Cambria Center o r Baker H i l l s . When t h e y reached
the R idge , the} would h i t c h bo th teams to one wagon, draw i t t o t h e t o p , then r e t u r n f o r t h e
o t h e r . The wide wagon racks were b u i l t by "Hub! Stockwell w i t h 3 or l l a y e r s and had a capaci ty
o. 75 or 80 bushels. M r . Stockwell and h i s f o u r sons were h i g h l y regarded in East Wilson and it
wasn' t unwsual f o r them to shoe 25 or 30 horses p e r day in t h e i r blacksmith shop. wagons were
completely b u i l t and assembled by them and designed w i t h smaller wheels in f r o n t so wagon cou l ”
b e turned i n a sharp c i r c l e . A c i d e r m i l l stood across the road f rom the wagon shop and thous=
ands of bushels of apples were pressed i n t o c i d e r each y e a r .

The Lockport-Wilson Stagecoach, d r i v e n by "Jockey" F a e r y , stopped each day at t h e Eest w i l s u i
Posto ffice located in Stockwell's shop . It a l s o stopped at the South ‘ J i l s o n Postoffice located
in t h e Bay l i s home, now t h e residence of M r s . Hazel T h i l k .

L i k e other self-made men of h i s d a y, Wa l te r Johnson g o t most of h i s education from " t h e
school of hard knocks", however, he d i d attend t h e Wilson schools f o r a few years. One of h i s
f a v o r i t e teachers was Carr ie Mar t i n , and h e went t o school w i t h Louis Swick. H e a l s o knew Lee
Hanblin, Jennie Bigalow, Rex Tugwel l , Fay Campbell, Doc P r a t t , Ronald Wr ight , and t h e C a r r i g a n s
to mencion 2 few.

He wo.ked awaile f o r M r. Perr igo in Wilson and through h i s u rg ing bought h i s fi r s t fa im o3
t h e Ple cher F ! . I t cost him $1.00 down and t h e " r e s t when he was able” . He was 23 years o l d
when he l e f t East Wilson b u t t h a t move probably started him out as a b u i l d e r. He had to do a
l o t cf carpenter-work to get h i s p lace in shape so he could get married. It looked p re t t y hope ‑
l e s s f o r a whi le , b u t he was fi n a l l y able to " take the plunge" and eloped w i t h Laure Wiseman.
Thei r eidest . o n was born in t h e i r fi r s t l o g cabin w i t h beams so low one could h a r d l y stand up
s t r a i g h t , bu t a f t e r the fi r s t winter he l a i d afoundat ion f o r a new house. By t h e followins
wiziter h e closed i t i n enough s o they could move i n . A s h i s prowess f o r b u i l d i n g became known,
other farmers h i red him to do work f o r them.

While f a r m i n g , h e had two teams b u t since h e had need f o r another horse decided t o g o t o a n
auct ion on Grand Island. He hitch-hiked to N. Tonawanda where he took t h e F e r r y across t h e
r i v e r . H e bought a good mare f o r $200 and rode i t back t o h i s home. One n i g h t , whi le l e a d i n g
the horses to an open w e l l f o r water, one of them nipped t h e mare on t h e neck and she lunged
i n t o t h e a i r and plunged f e e t fi r s t to t h e bottom of t h e w e l l . Wal ter r i gged up 4 t r i pod and
lowered himsel f i n t o the i c y water where he managed to ge t a rope around h e r . There was j u s t
enough room to squeeze next to h e r and he hates to th ink what m igh t have happened had t h e horse
decided to k i c k or squirm. The mare was eased f rom t h e w e l l b u t l o o k i n g back Walter concluded,
"Was t h a t water ever cold."

He was t h e fi r s t man draf ted f rom Wilson in World War I b u t was deferred because he was a
producing fa rmer. Later o n h e helped b u i l d " fl y i n g boats" f o r C u r t i s - W r i g h t , b u t d i s l i ked i t
so much pe went to work f o r the Ot to E. Grupp Construction Co. A f t e r two years he went on h i s
own and b y t h e t ime World War I I a r r i v e d had more work t h a n h e could d o .

Weasked him what he considered to be t h e secret f o r h i s success and he r e p l i e d , "Hard work,
good c r e d i t , and h i r i n g good men and t r e a t i n g them r i g h t . " H e i s a lso thankful t h a t h e always
had good h e a l t h , never was i n j u r e d , and was ab le t o work and produce every d a y. When asked
what he remembered most about Wi l son he sa id , "There is no b e t t e r f a r m i n g area, no b e t t e r p l a c
t o l i v e , and n o be t t e r people t o associate w i t h . I ' v e a lways regarded them a s h a r d - w o r k i n g ,
energet ic, and honest."

In view of Mr. Johnson's success as a b u i l d e r , it is i r o n i c t h a t h i s f a t h e r opposed it and
t o l d Walter to " s t i c k to f a r m i n g , you don ' t know anything about construction." Were he a l i v e
t o d a y, h e ' d be proud of t h e son who b u i l t Shopping Centers , hundreds of houses, and over a
dozen schools i n c l u d i n g Gask i l l J r . H i g h . The fi r s t s u r g i c a l b u i l d i n g a t N i a g a r a F a l l s Memor‑
j e l Hosp. was erected by him as w e l l as t h e 201 apartment complex on Cedar S t . , and t h e Tower
apartments in Lockpor t . In addi t ion h i s company d i d mach work f o r indus t r ia l g i an t s such as
Carborundum, Union Carbide, Hooker Chemical, and Harrison Radiator.

Walter keeps in touch w i t h h i s e a r l y boyhood home as 4 member of t h e Wilson Historical Soc.
Wewish to thank him f o r sha r i ng an af ternoon of memories w i t h u s , and also Kar l w r i gh t f o r
making arrangements f o r the interview and luncheon at t h e N iaga ra Club.x H & & & H # *
COE TOTHINK OFI T: If you observe people l o n g enough, y o u ' l l rea l i ze t h a t the self-made

ones have an abundance of work ing par ts . (Bob Talber t )
xe & Ke He & RH He



TREASURER'S QUARTERLY REPORT: : : .
B a l . 10/1/79 G r e d i t s D e b i t s Bal . 2/14/80

General Fund $ 6,359.02 $ 1,2hh.32 $ 1,800.63 $ 5,802.71 .
Memorial Fund $ 67.02 $ 135.00 $ $ 202.02
B u i l d i n g Fund $ 2,796.28 $ 500.00 $ 2,968.30 $ 327.98
L i f e Membership Fund (frozen) $ 2,228.86 $ 13.97 $ 2,242.83
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IN MEMORIAM: Miss Mi ld red Mudge passed away Feb. 11 , 1980, wh i l e r e s i d i n g w i t h her s i s t e r ,
Mrs. Florence Donner of Cleveland, Ohio. She was a member of Exley United Meth‑

o d i s t Church and Wilson H i s t . Soc., and r e t i r e d as a p o s t a l c l e r k from the Wilson Pos to f fice
in 1970 a f t e r 37 years of se rv i ce . The S o c i e t y extends i t s sympathy to h e r s i s t e r, Florence,
h e r brother Harold of wilson, a l so a l l o ther members of t h e f a m i l y .

H H# He H HH RH H H
SHINING HOUR: Mayor Kenneth welker proc la imed Monday, Feb. 18th, as " Ida Ereon Day" in honor

o f Wilson's o l d e s t and l i v e l i e s t c i t i z e n , I d a Ereon, 101, who was a lso honored
b y f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s a t a n open house i n t h e Wi lson F i r e H a l l , Sun., Feb. 17th. She i s a
l i f e l o n g r e s i d e n t o f t h e Wilson area, and she and h e r husband b u i l t t h e o l d Gem Theater o n
Young S t . which was destroyed by fi r e in t h e 60's. She p r e s e n t l y res ides at h e r home on Wilcox
S t . , and is a member of S t . Pe ter ' s Lutheran Church and Wilson Rebecca Lodge, IOOF. Mrs. Ereon
has a l s o been sponsored a s the l a t e s t member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

H oe # H H H H
MUSEUM GREETERS: The f o l l o w i n g members have agreed to serve as hostesses at the museum on

Sunday af ternoons from 2-lPM d u r i n g March as fo l l ows : March 2nd, S i d and
Donna P e t t i t ; March 9 th , Anna Mae Nevins and Joe H igg ins ; March 16th, George and Dorothy
L innabery ; March 23rd, Jeanette S c h l y e r & Helen Horton; and March 30th, Ed and Dorothy L o r t .

% oe H H H H H HR %
MARCH PROGRAM: L o i s Jennings and Eleanor Myers w i l l b r i n g some l o c a l c o l o r to t h e March 17th

meet ing of t h e S o c i e t y when they p resen t t h e program, "Flowers in Many Forms
Decorated Our Homes in t h e Past . " M a r i e t t a Goodman has announced t h a t refreshments w i l l be
served by Winnie F ischer, Chrm., Edna Rose, and Leona Hunter.

% e H H He H& 4H H &

GIFT FROM SCHOOL: The Wilson School has g i v e n a 50 y r . o l d Chandler-Price Platen Press to
the Soc ie ty f o r d i sp lay a t t h e museum, Ins t ruc t i ons and p a r t s manual a re

included. The press can p r i n t on e i t h e r ca rds or l a r g e sheets and w i l l make impressions on
any weight stock from “onion sk in" to 6=ply cardboard, and turn out up to 3,000 pes. p e r h r .
In t h i s day of r ap id l y changing p r i n t i n g techniques, it is p red i c ted t h a t computerized tech ‑
nology w i l l soon rep lace penc i l s , paper, and t ypewr i t e r i n major newspaper o f fices . When com‑
p u t e . tec iao logy takes over, presses l i k e the Platen w i l l become as ex t i nc t as the dinosaur.

% 8 H H H H H HM H
“AIR DATE: The "Country F a i r " w i l l be he ld t h i s y e a r on t h e federa l Memorial Day Monday.

May 26th, the date on which most indust r ies w i l l close. Also, Assembly B i l l 160
was enacted i r t o law l a s t year which al lows school d i s t r i c t s the option o f c los ing o n Monday
instead of toe Sta te Observance, which t h i s yea r f a l l s on F r i d a y.

The wilson school [ i s t r i c t Calendar indicates schools w i l l close Fr iday and be in session
Monday, so D r. Argue wrote Richard Zipp, S u p t . , requesting t h a t the school Board consider
e x e r s i z i n g t h e i r o p t i o n o f c l o s i n g o n Monday. I n answer, M r. Zipp wrote t h a t t h e dec is ion o f
whether Wilson schools c lose on Monday r a t h e r than F r i d a y w i l l r e s t on what o t h e r schools do.

% # H KH H H H 4

GOOD MEETING: Mrs . Hazel S a l i s b u r y was gues t speaker a t t h e Feb. meet ing, and r e l a t e d some o f
h e r exper iences as a teache r in one room schools at Nor th Ridge, Randall Rd. ,

Beebe Rd. , and Coomer Rd. Those days were p l e a s a n t though rugged by today 's standards, b u t
youngsters who at tended them were t a u g h t to h e l p o thers and have respect f o r t h e i r e lders.
She s a i d t h a t she taught tne 6 R's ; Reading, ' R i t i n g , 'Rithmatic, R i g h t , "Rong, and t h e
Golden Rule, and t h a t she had 99% back ing from t h e paren ts .

John Rodgers in t roduced Jenn i f e r Wei le r, Teresa Toenniessen, Caryn Grenv i l le , and Mary
Okiewnesxi, who are work ing on en 8th grade c lass p r o j e c t about t h e C i v i l War. Martha Eaton
and P a t t y Donner w : r e absent. The g i r l s have v i s i t e d t h e museum severa l times, and under t h e
gu idance of L o i s Jennings u - e d reference mater ia l , and photographed guns, swords, fl a g s , and
v i v i l war p e r i o d a.sesses. k r s . vennings, Museum Chrm., is pleased t h a t some students a r e
beginning to recogn i ze t h e museum as a good source f o r acquir ing h i s t o r i c a l in format ion.

Dora wakeman gave t h e fi r s t of s e v e r a l t a l k s about s e r i o u s fi r e s in Wilson. She t o l d of
t h e g r e a t c o n fl a g r a t i o n o f 1890 t h a t lowered t h e Masonic Block when t h e "bucket b r i gade ” was
t h e o n l y method ava i l ab le f o r fi r e - fi g h t i n g . I t was i n t h i s b laze t h a t the Dox b u i l d i n g
burned d e s t r o y i n g equipment and a l l e a r l y r e c o r d s and surveys .
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MARCH CALENDAR: March 12th: Trustee Meet ing , D r . Argue 's O ffice , at 8:00 PM.

March 18th: Month ly Meet ing, at museum, at 7:30 PM,
March 31st: Museum Committee, at museum, at 1:00PM. A l l members requested to b r i n g a r t i f a c t s

f o r "Tonsorial" e x h i b i t durimg A p r i l and May.
APRIL "BLOWOUT": Pu t A p r i l 16th on y o u r calendars now, and s i g n up w i t h Dorothy T h i l k f o r a

Happy, Hi lar ious, H i s t o r i c a l n i g h t ou t at t h e Riviera Theater in Nor th Tonawanda. Wew i l l
leave b y bus from the Wilson Museum. More d e t a i l s i n t h e " A p r i l N e w s l e t t e r " ,

% # H H H H HR HR H
SURPRISE: Mabel Wilson "sprung a s u r p r i s e " at t he Feb. meeting when she brought an unusual

t o o l f o r i d e n t i fi c a t i o n w i t h t h e o f f e r t o g i v e a y e a r ' s membership t o t h e fi r s t
p e r s o n t o guess what i t was. Tammy Monroe s a i d i t was a p e a r corer, and won, and thanks t o
Mabel, h e r membership has been renewed f o r another y e a r .

% oe H KR # 8 H HH H
"FINAL TOUCH": Every success fu l man l i k e s to t h i n k he has done i t a l l by himself ; and h i s

w i f e smiles and l e t s it go at that.



ACQUISITIONS: Mrs . Ruth Gale has donated several antique fans t h a t belonged to h e r mother in
the 1880's, a l so an o l d valentine card and handkerchief made by h e r grandmother

for h e r daughter 's wedding in 1860.
Mabel Burrows, B u r t : Book, "The Specia l is t " by Chic Sales, g i ven to Mabel's grandaughter,

Phoebe Campbell, in 1929.
Harold Mudge: Railroad spikes f rom "Hojack" r a i l r o a d t i e s .
Ora. J . P e t t i t : E a r l y model cash reg i s te r.
Ar thur Schnoor: Set of ca r t u r n i n g s i g n a l s (arrows); two Lehigh Va l l e y Coal s i g n s ; and an

o l d 8 q t . wooden basket. A l l i t ems came f rom R.E. S t a c y, I n c . , Wi lson.
Mrs. Genevieve Keers: An enlarged framed photograph of the Wilson Harbor taken in the l a t e

eighteen hundreds. ;
L i l l i a n Garlock: Book, "Report of t h e J o i n t Comm. on Reconstruction at t h e F i r s t Session of

t h e Th i r ty -N in th Congress" Government P r i n t i n g Office--1866.
He & & H H H KH H

OUT HOUSE DELUXE: The S o c i e t y book le t , "Wilson's Van ish ing Her i tage" , d i d n ' t feature any "Out
Houses" t h a t could compare w i t h one manufactured by Vitronics of S t . Lou i s .

Theirs has the usual look of t he customary " L i t t l e House out back", b u t once the door is opened
a whole new world of outdoor r e l i e f is exposed. It is equipped w i t h wall-to-wall carpet ing,
b a t t e r y operated Sony TV, fl y swat ter, C BRadio, l i g h t n i n g r o d , smoke detec tor, and a r e p r i n t
o f a 1908 Sears Roebuck c a t a l o g . A r e a l energy saver, designed t o save e l e c t r i c i t y , conserve
water, and eliminate plumber's b i l l s . Who knows, w i t h a l l t he i n fl a t i o n and energy problems
f a c i n g the na t i on t o d a y, w emay a l l y e t l i v e t o see a " L i t t l e House" i n our f u t u r e .

% kK & & &% H H H H

CHAIRWOMEN SWITCH: Carole Schnoor w i l l rep lace h e r mother, Gertrude, as c h a i r l a d y of t h e
L i b r a r y Comm. The new Librar ian would l i k e to meet w i t h a l l persons who

have served on the committee, or would l i k e t o . A meet ing is scheduled at the museum f o r Sate
January 12th, at 10:00 AM. She hopes everyone w i l l t r y to be present.

Net t ie Stimson w i l l take over the du t i es o f Cha i r l ady o f the Ways & Means Comm. L o i s Barnum,
who has done a great j o b , has asked to be rel ieved in order to devote more of h e r t ime to the
Sunday School in E x l e y Church.

x * & & H 4 & H &
NEW CAR: The Board of Trustees has voted to accept D r . Argue's o f f e r to donate a 3rd antique

car t o the Wi lson Museum--a 1928 Reo Wolverine Cabriolet coupe. The b e a u t i f u l l y r e ‑
conditioned Wolverine Model was fi r s t introduced in May, 1927, and o n l y remained in production
u n t i l 1929. A s soon a s the new b u i l d i n g i s ready f o r use, the Reo, Metz, and Covert w i l l b e
housed in i t . The l a t e s t acquisition has been appraised at $2,000 do l la rs .

x e & HK He H H H H

WANTED, ONE PLUG: Eleanor Myers! got the s l e i g h - - a l l w e need i s a horse. When the white s t u f f
covers the ground t h i s win ter it might be possible to h i t c h o l d dobbin to

h e r s l e i g h ( i f we can fi n d Dobbin)=- then o f f f o r a r i d e ‘round the museum grounds and back
f o r hot chocolate or coffee. How's t h a t sound to you? A l l we need is a horse, of course!

“ H e H e K e H RK R H H H F

TOP RATED: The Niag . Co. H i s t . Soc. a t Lockport , w i t h financia l back ing o f the l e g i s l a t u r e ,
operates one of the fi n e s t museums in Western N.Y. It is open Wed. through F r i d .

f r om 10 AMto 5 PM, and Sa t . & Sun. from 1 to 3 PM. The Col . Bond House on Ontario S t . is
a lso open Wed. afternoons from 1 to 5 PM. It is t h e fi r s t b r i c k house b u i l t in Lockpor t ,
(1823-21), and i t s twelve furnished rooms predate 185.

I n t e r e s t i n g month ly exh ib i ts and programs are arrangedthrough t h e professional expert ise
o f John K r a h l i n g , Cura to r. P r e s . Roy D . Cornel l r e c e n t l y s tated t h a t t he N i a g . Co. Soc. i s
There to h e l p those societies t h a t need h e l p e i t h e r in knowledge or art i facs." Membership
dues are $ 5 f o r s i n g l e ; $ 8 f o r couples; $10 f o r S u s t a i n i n g ; and $100 f o r L i f e .ee & He He HMKH H HK
AMERICAN EMBLEM: The l a r g e American F l a g t h a t presently fl i e s over t h e museum was donated by

B e t t y Stimson. On Sunday, Dec. 9th, s t r o n g winds broke the rope caus ing t h e
fl a g t o wrap i t s e l f around a nearby e l e c t r i c p o l e . Thanks t o t h e Wilson Vo l . F i r e Co. , in r e ‑
sponse to a phone c a l l f rom John Myers , Q ld G l o r y once aga in waves on h i g h .x + * & #€& € HF&
SUNDAY HOSTESSES: The f o l l o w i n g persons have agreed to serve as hostesses: Jan. 6th, John &

Eleanor Myers; Jan. 13th , Wa l l y & Chr is Goodman; Jan. 20th, Dorothea Mark &
Helen Stevens ; and Jan. 27th, Eleanor Canfield & Chery l Brown.x * & & & & HKH KHOF
MUSEUM EXHIBITS: The d o l l houses t h a t were b u i l t and furnished by Elwin & Garnette Upton are

featured in t h e Dec.-dJan. d i s p l a y. The workmanship and i n t r i ca te d e t a i l of
t h e miniature p ieces is remarkable--don't miss i t . Another a t t rac t ion is t h e co l lec t ion of
o l d fi r e engines t h a t were g i ven to Jan Sporleder's f a t h e r over a per iod of years .

On Monday, Jan. 28th at 1:00 PM, a new exh ib i t w i l l be set u p . The theme w i l l be "O ld Tools"
and i f you can h e l p out , p lease t r y t o attend t h e m e e t i n g . There w i l l a l s o b e a n e x h i b i t b y
t h e N iaga ra A r t s G u i l d o f Lockport w i t h p a i n t i n g s ava i lab le f o r purchase.x e & & & # KFHKKROF
CALENDAR OF EVENTS: Jan. 12th, 10:00 AM, L i b r a r y Committee meet ing at museum.

Jan. 16th, 8:00 PM, Trustee meet ing at D r . Argue's Office , Lake S t .
Jan. 21st , 7:30 PM, Regular meet ing at t h e museum.
Jan. 28th, 1:00 PM, Museum Comm. m e e t i n g a t museum. Se t u p new e x h i b i t . B r i n g o l d t o o l s .

x # & © HH H KH H F

JANUARY PROGRAM: program arrangements have n o t been fi n a l i z e d f o r t h e January 21st meet ing
so watch f o r an announcement in t h e papers . The Refreshment Comm. is se t

however, and w i l l be Bessie Cole, Chrm; Helen Dinse, and Helen Stevens. ,
x * & 4 H H MN

REMEMBER WHEN.. . .sLights, not peop le , were turned on and o f f .
_ " % ¢ = & 4 H HR H #
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WAilson Bistorical Society
WILSON, NEW YORK 14172
NEWSLETTER

DONALD W. CROOP, Editor

A p r i l 1980 Vo l . 9 Now 4
(Coleman Press)

LANDMARK: One of Niagara County's o ldes t landmarks, t h e Reuben Wilson home, stands on t h e n o r t h
side of Young S t . near Twelve-Mile Creek. The p r i n c i p l e structure was a l o g house

star ted in 1818, and the o r i g i n a l l o g s are s t i l l i n t a c t under the clapboards. Addit ional con‑
st ruc t ion was completed in 1825 when Luther Wilson and h i s w i f e , Sara Stephens, moved in w i t h
h i s f a t h e r .

The o l d house boasts several fi r s t s . Foremost i s t he f a c t t h a t i t was the fi r s t d w e l l i n g ,
o ther than l o g cabins, b u i l t w i t h i n t h e v i l l a g e . It was a lso the s i t e of the fi r s t Postoffice
when Reuben was appointed Postmaster in 182) . About t h a t same t ime a store was added and in
1829, a tavern. Reuben's l a s t t h r e e ch i l d ren were probably born in the house t h a t was s tar ted
the same year the Town o f Wilson was s e t apar t f rom Por te r b y ac t o f t h e state l e g i s l a t u r e .
Many p a r t i e s and several weddings were h e l d t h e r e w h i l e t h e house was owned by the Wilson fam‑
i l y , and it was the center of much of the business and soc ia l a c t i v i t y of e a r l y Wilson. Today
there i s no ind i ca t i on t h a t a g r i s t m i l l , sawmil l , and d i s t i l l e r y were once located on Twelve‑
M i l e Creek near the house.

The property was purchased from the Wilson estate by Benjamin Dearborn, and h i s daughter and
her husband, A. H. Ackerman, l i v e d there f o r many years. Mrs . Ackerman recal led as a c h i l d she
remembered seeing store she lv ing s t i l l in p lace around t h e i r f r o n t l i v i n g room. She loved to
t e l l s tor ies she had learned about the p l a c e , and could p o i n t out a spot in the yard where a
monument is buried beneath the sod from which a l l t he fi r s t surveys in Wilson were taken.

In 1938 it was suggested tha t a h i s t o r i c marker should be erected by the house to commemor‑
ate the i n i a t i v e and indus t r y shown by Wilson's must prominent p i onee rs , Reuben and Luther
Wilson. However, it wasn't u n t i l A p r i l , 1976, t h a t the Wilson Bicentennial Comm. elected to
place a marker by the house which is now the home of Mr. Howard Glenn.

% * & H H H H

COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE: About 60 years ago, former Wilson res ident , L. N. Wilson of Ness C i t y ,
Kansas, wrote a l e t t e r to Burton L. Gale, Pres. of the Wilsonian Club,

and enclosed a document "yellowed by th ree quarters of a century" which l i s t e d the names of
persons and events t h a t l e d t o t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e Wilson C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e . I t stated t h a t
Luther Wilson proposed to h i s ne ighbor, Simon Sheldon, "You fu rn i sh the land and I ' l l f u rn i sh
some money, o thers w i l l contr ibute and w e ' l l have an academy of our own f o r t he benefi t of our
ch i ldren and upbu i l d ing o f the town."

Although M r. Sheldon was an o l d bache lo r, "he drew up a subscr ip t ion and subscribed l i b e r a l l y
besides d o n a t i n g one h a l f acre of l a n d . The paper was speed i ly fi l l e d by interested c i t i z e n s
and an amount ra i sed which was adequate to b u i l d a two s t o r y cobblestone school." (On s i t e of
present Town H a l l ) . M r. Wilson f u r t h e r stated in h i s l e t t e r to M r . Gale, "The document is a
valued keepsake and I hope you esteem i t worthy o f b e i n g preserved b y the c lub a s a n i n t e r e s t i n g
record o f Wilson's e a r l y h i s t o r y. " How fi t t i n g i t would b e i f someone knew whether t h i s docu‑
ment s t i l l ex isted t o d a y, and could ar range to have it acquired and preserved in t h e Museum.

The Wilsonian Club, l i k e many c lubs be fo re and a f t e r i t , is no l o n g e r a p a r t of t h e Wilson
scene--a g r i m reminder t h a t no organ iza t ion , no matter how w o r t h y, can l o n g fl o u r i s h without
t he l o y a l support of i t s membership.w + + & & % FFOF
HISTORIC TOUR: Doro thy T h i l k , Chrm., has fi n a l i z e d p l a n s f o r a n evening out a t t h e o l d R i v i e r a

Theater in N. Tonawanda, Wednesday even ing, A p r i l 16th. <Abus w i t h a capac i ty of
4 persons w i l l leave t h e museum at about 6:30 PM. A charge of $3.50 p e r person w i l l cover trans‑
p o r t a t i o n and admission. F o l l o w i n g t h e performance, a "snack" s top w i l l be made at e i t h e r How+
a r d Johnson's or MacDonalds.

Th is t o u r should b e a r e a l t rea t f o r those who would l i k e t o r e - l i v e t h e days o f t h e g i a n t
Wur l i t ze r organ, dng-a-longs, and o l d s i l e n t movies. Over 30 persons a r e a l r e a d y signed up so
don ' t d e l a y. C a l l Dora Wakeman f o r rese rva t i ons , and please pay M i l l i e Croop, t r e a s . , 80 t h a t
bus and theater admissions can be p a i d by check.
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"GOOD TURN": You can always count on the Boy Scouts to do a good turn , and now it looks l i k e
t h e y ' l l g i v e L a r r y Bulmer a he lp i ng hand. A s you know, L a r r y has been mowing and

c a r i n g f o r the " B i l l y Sherman" marker. Now, t r o o p 67 has volunteered to h e l p out. Don Wi l tse
is a leader of t h i s a c t i v e t r o o p which meets in the Thomas Marks School and is sponsored by
Our Lady of t h e Rosary Roman Cathol ic Church.

x He H RH H KH H

"BON MOT": The g rea t t h i n g i n t h i s wor ld i s n o t s o much where w e stand, a s i n what d i r e c t i o n
we a r e moving.
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RENEWAL TIME: With the end of another fi s c a l y e a r approaching it is t ime to remind everyone
t h a t membership dues a r e renewable May 1, 1980. Dues a r e one of t h e Soc ie ty ' s

main sources o f income so i t i s hoped everyone respnds p rompt l y. In s p i t e o f run-a-way i n fl a ‑
t i o n , annual fees have been maintained at t h e same low r a t e they were since t h e Soc ie ty s ta r ted
in 1972. Your vo luntary response has made t h i s p o s s i b l e . There a r e p r e s e n t l y 430 p a i d members
on the r o l l . A membership renewal fo rm is enclosed f o r y o u r convenience. Please fi l l it out
c a r e f u l l y and re tu rn to the treasurer w i t h y o u r remittance.
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ACQUISITIONS: Mabel Wilson has donated a b e a u t i f u l marble top t a b l e t h a t once belonged to

Reuben Wilson and came from h i s home. L u l u Wilson had it before Mabel acquired i t .
Jean Argue has donated a l a r g e assortment of ha ts and c l o t h i n g inc lud ing a Red Straw; Black

horsehair and lace; White l i n e n e y e l e t ; Horsehair w i t h l a r g e v e l v e t rose; Black o s t r i c h feather;
Brown and r u s t bonnet; Navy ve lve t bonnetw i t h t i n y rose flowers; Blue ve l ve t purse and fan.
Also, I n f a n t c lothes i n c l u d i n g 2 sweaters, fl a n n e l s l i p , c h r i s t e n i n g dress, sacque, baby dress.

Dorothy Th i l k : Beaded purse made by Tuscaroras and owned by h e r grandmother F e r r i s . Sampler,
ca . 1850 embroidered by h e r g rea t grandmother, Mrs . John Ames. (b.8=-20-1815-=--d.9=7=1855)

Mrs. Fred Bigalow: Two envelopes of p i c t u r e s . ,
% ue He H HH HK HH

SPRING DANCE: The Ways & Means Comm. is hav ing another Round & Square dance at t he Thomas Marks
school, Sa tu rday, May 3rd , f rom 8 to 12 M i d n i g h t . Admission w i l l be $3.00 each.

Music w i l l aga in be by the "Rythm Ai res" , and refreshments w i l l be avai lable. The music is
espec ia l l y good f o r l i s t e n i n g so i f dancing i s n ' t "your t h i n g " , b r i n g along y o u r f a v o r i t e game
or deck of cards. This can be a pleasant , soc iab le , and enjoyable evening f o r everyone.

H+ He H RH H H HH H
"COUNTRY FAIR": Good News! The school board has decided to close a l l schools on the fede ra l

Memorial Day Monday, May 26th. The i r decis ion was based on a survey which r e ‑
vealed t h a t most area schools (including BOCES) and most l a r g e indus t r i es a lso planned to close ‘|
on tha t day. Le t ' s a l l s t a r t t o t h i nk "Fa i r " now!

Anna Mae Nevins has al ready mailed out dealer contracts. It i s n ' t too e a r l y to s t a r t b r i n g i n g
in your housecleaning "fleas" f o r our money-making " fl e a " ten t . We run out soon on foods, so
p l a n to f u r n i s h generously.Fleanor w i l l have a more d e t a i l e d repor t in the May "Newsletter".
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PROGRESS QUILT: Ticke t donation books f o r t h i s year ' s q u i l t drawing at the F a i r have been
p r i n t e d up by Tom Fare and mey be obtained from B e t t y Stimson. Needless to s a y,

the success o f t h i s event depends o n your p a r t i c i p a t i o n . The drawing w i l l b e h e l d a t the close
of the "Country F a i r " when some lucky person w i l l receive the beaut i fu l "Progress" cross s t i t c h
q u i l t recent ly completed by our expert qu i l t e r s . Other p r i zes w i l l include a home-made d o l l
house, p a i r of hand-made p i l l o w cases, and copy of the Soc ie ty 's popular Recipe Book. Florence
Schultz is already making plans f o r 1981 and has ordered a Dahlia Top from a place she v i s i t e d
recent ly in the Pennsylvania Dutch Country. You can't " top" tha t .
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IN MEMORIAM: Wehave j u s t learned of the demise of Mr. Dunning I d l e , Gai thersburg, Maryland,

husband o f the former Helen Singer o f Wilson. The Society extends i t s h e a r t f e l t
sympathy to Helen and other members of her f a m i l y.
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APRIL PROGRAM: An in te res t i ng h i s to r i ca l program is planned f o r the A p r i l 21st meeting when

Dorothy Th i l k , Town His to r ian , presents "What's in a Name", o r the s to r ies
and people behind the naming of roads . in t h e town of Wilson.

Mar ie t ta Goodman has announced t h a t refreshments w i l l be served by Celeste Crawford, Ch rm,
Sue Schearer, and Marlene Dinse.

In an unprecedented decision, the trustees postponed the March meeting one week to the 2 t h .
This was done to avoid a c o n fl i c t w i t h the annual S t . Patr ick 's Day card par ty sponsored by .
Our Lady of the Rosary Roman Cathol ic Church.
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MUSEUM EXHIBIT: The Apr i l -May e x h i b i t w i l l cons is t of a r t i f a c t s of a "Tonsorial" nature. Please

c o l l e c t any items y o u have re la ted t o barber shops o r beauty p a r l o r s such a s
o l d shaving equipment or mugs, h a i r c u t t i n g equipment, c u r l i n g i r o n s , e t c . , and t r y , if poss ib l e ,
to b r i n g them to the museum on Monday, March 31st, at 10 AM or soon a f t e r .
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OLD FORT NIAGARA: Many persons are unaware t h a t t h e Old F o r t N iagara Assoc. is a membership
o rgan iza t ion open to a l l . Benefi ts inc lude f r e e admission to the F o r t and

a l l spec ia l programs, a lso a monthly newslet ter which concentrates on t h e h i s t o r y and archae-~‑
ology o f F o r t Niagara. Annual dues a r e $10 f o r ind iv idua ls ; $15 f o r f a m i l y ; and $100 f o r L i f e .
Prospect ive members may j o i n or g e t more in fo rmat ion at t h i s address: Old F o r t N i a g a r a , P.O.
Box 169, Youngstown, N.Y. 1417). Phone 716-745-7611.
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MUSEUM GREETERS: Edna Rose has obtained t h e serv ices of the f o l l o w i n g persons to serve as

greeters at t h e museum d u r i n g A p r i l : A p r i l 6th, Don and M i l l i e Croop;
A p r i l 13th, Ralph and Helen Dinse; A p r i l 20th, Norman, Do ro thy, and Sue Th i l k ; and A p r i l 27th,
Harold and Marion Mudge.

% e & H H H H
CALENDAR: March 31st: Museum Comm. meet ing at museum. 10AM

A p r i l 9th: Trustee meeting at museum. 8PM
A p r i l 19th: L i b r a r y Comm. meet ing a t museum. 10AM
A p r i l 21st: Regular month ly meeting at museum. 7:30 PM
May 3rd: Spr ing Dance a t Thomas Marks School. & t o 1 2 M i d n i g h t .

% ue H e HH &
LAST WORD: The easiest way to fi n d more t i m e to do a l l t h e t h i n g s y o u want to do is to tu rn *

o f f the t e l e v i s i o n set. ( J . Harold Smith)
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SPECIAL, A p r i l 16 th
Riviera Theater tour
6:30 PM at museum
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THE AMERICAN LEGION: America entered i n t o World War I, A p r i l 6, 1917, and t h e fi r s t t r o o p s
reached France i n l a t e June. D u r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g 1 9 months t h e Uni ted

S t a t e s b u i l t a n army o f 4 m i l l i o n men and sent 2 m i l l i o n o f them t o France. A f t e r t h e war,
delegates from combat and serv ice u n i t s of t h e American Expedi t ionary Forces founded t h e
American Leg ion in Par i s , March 15-17, 1919. A na t i ona l cha r te r was granted by Cong ress ,
September 16, 1919, and was amended in l a t e r yea rs to admit veterans of World War II and t h e
Korean and Vietnam c o n fl i c t s .

The Mar t i n F. Jennings Post #836 of Wilson rece ived i t s temporary c h a r t e r, Janua ry 27,1920
w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g veterans l i s t e d o n i t : Arnold R . Worden, L . C l a i r Coe, Ralph H . B i g g i n s ,
Har ry L . B igg ins , Harold L . Teague, Harold T. S i n g e r , Roy E . DeNeau, Herman M. Smith, Ralph
K. G i l e s , Morton H. McClel lan, S tan ley F. G i l e s , C a r l F. Abel , A lbe r t W. Johnson, Eugene W.
Ehrhart , and Walter F. Mark.

The Post , which received i t s permanent c h a r t e r , March 20, 1921, was named in honor of Mar t i n
F. Jennings who was k i l l e d in a c t i o n at Barsde loges, France, October 20, 1918. Other Wilson
men who d ied d u r i n g t h e war were, George W. Anderson, Wi l l i am Daunce, Joseph Middaugh, Henry
C . Thiemke, and Vincent L . Y i n g l i n g .

Today the Wilson Post has 3 4 pa id u p members and i t s o f fi c e r s include John H . Demmin, Post
Commander; Wendell S t r ub i ng , 1 s t Vice-Commander; Warren Ward, 2nd Vice-Commander; Howard
Hunter, Adjutant ; Thomas Galyen, S g t . at Arms; Gerald Smith, Finance O f fi c e r ; and Mi lburn
"Chuck" Campbell, Service O f fi c e r.

One of the l eg i on ' s major concerns is f o r the care of s i ck or disabled veterans, and it has
been instrumental in e s t a b l i s h i n g hosp i ta ls and other services f o r those veterans. It was
also successful in sponsoring measures t h a t helped create the U.S. Veterans Administration
and in 19 played an important p a r t in the enactment of the G . I . B i l l of R igh t s .

Americanism and youth programs include pro jec t s known as "boys! state" and "boys’ nation”
where young people are given p rac t i ca l instruct ion in the functions of democratic government.
The l e g i o n has a lso been responsible f o r sponsoring thousands of Boy Scout troops and h i g h
school o ra to r i ca l contests through out the n a t i o n , a l so j u n i o r baseball leagues w i t h over 4
m i l l i o n par t i c ipan ts under age seventeen. In add i t i on t h e l e g i o n sponsors Memorial Day S e r ‑
v i ces , F l a g education programs, h e l p f o r needy f a m i l i e s , spec ia l Olympics f o r m e n t a l l y handie#
capped, and Honor Guards, when requested, at funera ls f o r deceased veterans.

The American Legion A u x i l i a r y o f Post #836 has a lso been a c t i v e i n these and s i m i l a r p r o ‑
grams and i t s o f fi c e r s present ly i nc lude , Eleanor Paradise, President; Hazel T h i l k , 1 s t V i c e ‑
President; Edna Mar t in , 2nd Vice-President; Jane Demmin, Secre ta ry -Treasurer ; Maude Haus‑
man, Chaplain; and Mar iet ta Goodman, H is to r ian .

Commander Demmin presides over meet ings of Post #836 on t h e fi r s t Wednesday of each month
at 8:00 PMin the 2nd fl o o r Post rooms at Masonic H a l l . The l e g i o n was s ta r ted as a non p o l i ‑
t i c a l , non secter ian organizat ion w i t h membership res t r i c ted to veterans w i t h wart ime service
and an honourable d ischarge .

A t 10:00 AM, Monday, May 26th, a l l p a t r i o t i c groups may j o i n w i t h t h e American Leg ion and
march from Town H a l l to Greenwood Cemetery where Memorial Day Serv ices w i l l be conducted.
This is the t ime to pause f o r a moment and g i v e thanks to a l l American servicemen and women
who have, b y t h e i r s a c r i fi c e s , made i t poss ib le f o r everyone t o enjoy t h e freedoms w e s t i l l
have t o d a y.
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YESTERYEARS: D i d you know t h a t on J u l y lh, 1891, a celebrat ion was he ld in Wi lson to commem‑

orate t h e event o f t he fi r s t e l e c t r i d t y , and t h a t L i l l i a n Russel (who was i n
Bu f fa lo ) attended the ceremon ies? . . . . . a l so , 50 y r s . ago in 1930 t h e Wilson H igh School
basketball team took i t s 10th s t r a i g h t v i c t o r y of t h e season f r o m Gasport as Herbie Swick ,
b ro ther o f Marie Reynolds, l e d t h e s c o r i n g w i t h 8 p o i n t s . . . fi n a l score was 2 2 t o f o u r .
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MUSEUM EXHIBIT: The "Tonsorial" exh ib i t which has been on d i s p l a y d u r i n g A p r i l and May w i l l
be changed f o r t he "Count ry F a i r " on May 19th at 10:00 AM. The F a i r exh ib i t

w i l l be b u i l t around the theme, "Wilson Remembered", and the museum comm. is making a specia l
appeal to a l l members to b r i n g something... any th ing per ta in ing to Wilson's pas t . The fi e l d
is un l im i t ed , so use your imaginat ion. Everyone should be ab le to h e l p on t h i s one. May 19th
has a lso been selected a s the time t o shine u p t h e museum f o r our F a i r v i s i t o r s .
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LOOKING GOOD: Nett ie Stimson, Lo is Barnum, B e t t y Stimson, M i l l i e Croop , and A r t Schnoor

have p u t the fi n i s h i n g touches on t h e ki tchenette. They hope y o u ' l l l i k e i t .
ee & HH H RH KH H HE KR H



"COUNTRY FAIR": Most of the funds used to r u n the Soc ie ta ra ised a t the annuat "Country e e y and h e l p renovate t h e m u s e u m * a r e ;
That is wh u j i i| be asking you to furn ish and h e l p in t h e weeks ahead. Monday, May 26th, will be the be day

| and if the weather co-operates, o u r Soc ie ty should be ab le to have another good y e a r . ,
Spec ia l emphasis w i l l be p l a c e d on the "Old Home Day" theme and tab les and c h a i r s w i l l be

ava i lab le in the Patterson Room so t h a t fo rmer schoolmates and f r i ends of former y e a r s may
r e g i s t e r and " remin isce" , This a c t i v i t y w i l l be d i rec ted by Dorothy Th i l k , Town His to r ian ,
and the museum exh ib i t , "Wilson Remembered", which w i l l be ar ranged by L o i s Jennings and t h e
museum comm., w i l l complement the F a i r ' s theme.

Eleanor Myers, General Chrm., has h e l d t h r e e meetings of t h e F a i r Comm., and var ious areas
o f a c t i v i t y w i l l b e directed b y the f o l l o w i n g persons: Antique Autos, D r . John Argue;
Balloons, Dave & Mary Weiler; Beverages, M i l l i e Lonsbery & Sara B e r r y ; Candy, Lucy Monroe;
Chili, Jan Sporleder; Dealers, Anna Mae Nevins, Joe H igg ins , and M i l bu rn Campbell; Fishpond,
Dianne A l b r i g h t ; Funnel Cakes, Caro l Smith; “F lea Market", L o i s Jennings; Foods and Salads,
Lo i s Barnum; Desserts, Edna Rose; Hot Dogs, A r t & Gertrude Schnoor; Check ou t , B e t t y S t i m ‑
son; Membership, Chr is Kelman; "Old Home Days" , Dorothy T h i l k ; Genealogy, Ce les te Crawford;
Movies, Doug Smith; Museum, L o i s Jennings; Pa rk i ng , Joe Geiser; Cleanup, B i l l Smith;
Plants, J e r r y Swann & Dorothea Mark; Popcorn-Lemonade, Sue Toeniessen & Emma Lou Reppentine;
P u b l i c i t y, Dorothy Linnabery; Ads, M i l l i e Croop; B u l l e t i n s and Announcements, Don Croop;
ae Schultz; Cards, ceramics, and cookbooks, N e t t i e Stimson; and Audio and E l e c t r i c ,
° e r s .
Sponsoring the annual f a i r is a b i g j o b . Everyone's h e l p is needed, so d o n ' t be b a s h f u l . . .

i f there i s some area where y o u a r e w i l l i n g and ab le t o h e l p , p lease l e t i t b e known.
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ACQUISITIONS: Mark Raymond, Daniels Rd, has donated a megaphone f rom the o l d Cover t Gear Co.
a t Lockpor t , a l so 5 o l d cook ing a d v e r t i s i n g books. H e was born i n L o c k p o r t .

Adolph Trippensee: Boo t jack , g o a t ' s h i d e c a r r i a g e dus te r, and o l d bel lows type f o l d i n g
Eastman Kodak camera.

Mrs. Ruth P h i l l i p s : Old Leetch D a i r y m i l k b o t t l e .
B e t t y Stimson: Ten a d v e r t i s i n g cards from Wilson businesses, a lso 7 5 y r . o l d g l a s s spooner,

(bu l ls eye p a t t e r n ) .
N e t t i e Stimson: 19 Wilson C e n t r a l Graduat ion Exers ize Program, a l so p i c k l e d p e a r j a r

from the former Hu r l bu r t Bros. Canning Co. o f Wilson.
Ralph M i l l a r d o f L o c k p o r t : S e r v i c e p i n s f rom t h e fo rmer Simonds Saw & S t e e l C o . , L o c k p o r t .
J e f f Bulmer: I r o n wagon wheel sk id, ash s i f t e r w i t h Frank P ing le l e t t e r e d o n i t , also

handle from a cross cut saw.
Joseph Smith: 1916 Class p i c t u r e and Wilson Badge.
Jean Argue: Umbrella (ca. 1910), Needlework b e l l p u l l , a lso 4 brass framed car p i c t u r e s of

an 1895 Duryea Motor Wagon, a 1908 Stanley Steamer, 1899 Packard, and 1898 Winton.
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MASONIC BLOCK FIRE: Wilson has had a l o n g h i s t o r y of disastrous fi r e s , and Dora Wakeman has
been g i v i n g accounts of some of the more spectacular ones at recent meet‑

i n g s . Her research has revealed some i n t e r e s t i n g s to r ies .
The Masonic Block fi r e , which broke out in the Metzger & Son Hardware store, was probably

one o f the worst. I t s tar ted on the morning o f August 19, 1890, and several c i t i zens had
almost managed to b r i n g it under con t ro l when a powder keg exploded, e n g u l fi n g the b u i l d i n g
in flames. Metzger had been a former hardware c l e r k in Lockpor t , and h i s Wilson s to re was
known as one of t he b e s t in the county. He a l so c a r r i e d an extensive l i n e of j e w e l r y.

The e n t i r e p l a n t and o f fi c e s of t h e "Wilson S t a r " were a lso des t royed as a b r i s k east wind
ca r r i ed t h e fi r e and consumed t h e D r y Goods & Notions store of Frank C la rk . A Blacksmith
shop on the Johnson esate was saved as was John Mark le 's Wagon Shop, b u t t h e Charles Markle
Dry Goods store was burned out . The o f fi c e of surveyor Dox was one of the more ser ious losses
in t h e fi r e as a 40 year accumulation of su rvey ing instruments, maps, and c h a r t s burned u p .
H i s b a r n behind the Masonic b u i l d i n g was a l s o l o s t .

The o r i g i n of t h e fi r e was never determined b u t was b e l i e v e d to have been t h e work of an
a rson i s t . The r a p i d l y spreading flames made i t imposs ib le to salvage anyth ing and f o r a
wh i l e considerable f e a r was expressed t h a t t h e e n t i r e business s e c t i o n on Young S t . would g o .
I f any good came from t h e fi r e , i t a t l e a s t s t a r t e d people t a l k i n g about hav ing a fi r e co.
i n the v i l l a g e .
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LIFE MEMBERS: It is a p l e a s u r e to welcome K a r l and Gwen Wr igh t as t h e 23rd and 2 t h L i f e

Members o f the Wi l son H i s t . Soc . The L i f e Class i s e s p e c i a l l y b e n e fi c i a l t o
the Soc ie t y f o r two impor tan t reasons: F i r s t , t h e f e e s are p laced in a h i g h i n t e r e s t account
which insures a h i g h annual r a t e o f r e tu rn . S e c o n d l y, s i n c e o n l y t h e i n t e r e s t earned may b e
withdrawn from the L i f e Membership account, it is poss ib le to main ta in a good income from
each L i f e Member i n d e fi n i t e l y . O n beha l f o f t h e S o c i e t y, w e thank Gwen and K a r l f o r t h e i r
bequests.
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NEW POSTCARDS: The Ways & Means Comm. has obtained two new postcards t h a t should appeal to

bo th Wilson res iden ts and v i s i t o r s a l i k e . One i s a co lo r photo o f t h e Wilson
Harbor taken by Carole Schnoor showing the Wilson Boathouse in the background. It t r u l y
d e p i c t s the beauty of Wilson's popu la r r e c r e a t i o n area . The second card is a b lack & w h i t e
photo o f t h e Soc ie ty ' s "Covert" ant ique c a r which should be popu la r w i t h antique c a r b u f f s .
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APPLEBLOSSOM TIME: The Newfane H i s t . S o c i e t y "Appleblossom F e s t i v a l " w i l l be he ld Sunday,

May 18th, on t h e H r v o l grounds, Creek Rd. , f rom Noon to 5:00 PM.
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GRANDPA SAYS: "By t h e t ime a p e r s o n g e t s to greener pastures, he c a n ' t c l imb t h e fence . "
He * & & H HM H H H H HK



, MAY DANCE: If y o u want to have a good t ime and g e t those
achin' j o i n t s work ing smoothly a g a i n , p l a n to

a t t end t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y " S p r i n g Dance” a t Thomas Marks
School, S a t . even ing, May 3rd, f rom 8:00 t o 12:00 M i d n i g h t .

The "toe-tappin® music of t he “Rhythm Ai res" is gggreat ! !
and y o u ' l l l o v e i t , even i f you don ' t ca re t o dance. B r i n g
your f a v o r i t egame i f y o u l i k e - - t h e r e ' l l b e card t a b l e s f o r
your convenience.

And, of course, t h e r e w i l l be t a s t y ref res iments prov ided
a t minimal c o s t . Donation t i c k e t s w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e a t t h e
door.
"So, g o back t o school and p r e t e n d we're s t i l l young;
L e t you rse l f g o , and have l o t s o f f u n . "x «4 + & #€€ & KFKHHRF

NEW MEMBERS: Our t reasurer repor ts t h a t membership renewals a r e coming in at a f a s t pace. It
is encouraging when o u r r e g u l a r members s i g n up aga in , b u t i t is a l so n i c e to be

able to add new names to t h e r o l l . I t i s , t he re fo re , a p leasure to welcome John Myers , J r. o f
Cal; Mrs . Gene (Katherine Myers) Wr igh t of Ohio; a l s o Paul & Arlene Karsten, and Tod Frase r
of  Wi lson. # ¢ H+ H + + HHH HFKFF #
MUSEUM HOSTESSES: Sunday a f te rnoon hostesses f o r May w i l l be as f o l l o w s : May l t h , Chr is Kelman

and H a r r y R o h r i n g ; May 11 t h , B e t t y Stimson & Gwen Heidenfe ld t ; May 18th,
Marion & Chuck Campbell; and May 25th, Mabel Wi lson and Laura E i ck .“x + + &®# © & H HFKEK OF
WAKEMAN PIONEERS: The Wakeman name o r i g i n a t e d i n R i p o n , England, and t h e f a m i l y h i s t o r y dates

back to 14.73 when Wi l l i am Wakeman was P r i e s t o f t he Chapel o f S t . Mary a t
Kidderminster. John Wakeman was the l n s t Abbot of Tewksbury who surrendered to K i n g Henry VIL
in 1540. He l a t e r became Bishop o f G louces te r, and t h e r e i s a Wakeman Cenotaph in t h e Abbey
Church o f S t . Mary a t Tewksber ry.

The Wakeman f a m i l y emigrated to t h e l e w England Colonies in 1631, and many of t h e i r descen‑
dents fough t in the Revolution. In 1810, C a p t . Stephen Wakeman, S r . , and h i s w i f e , Sara
Whitehead, moved f rom Conn. and se t t l ed in t h e Cold Spr ings area. At t h a t t ime it was thought
a v i l l a g e would b e b u i l t t h e r e b u t when t h e E r i e Canal was dug , people se t t l ed ins tead near
the locks and Lockpor t was b o r n . About t h i s t i m e , S i l l i m a n Wakeman cleared most o f t h e l a n d
where the o l d Odd Fellow Home was b u i l t .

Stephen Wakeman, S r . , was elected overseer of t h e poor at t h e fi r s t town meeting held in
Hartland, A p r i l 7, 1812. Benjamin Wakeman was elected Commissioner of Highways. A few years
l a t e r , Stephen, S r . , moved h i s f a m i l y to East Wilson.

On March 6, 1871, a meet ing was he ld at the home of h i s son, Stephen Clark Wakeman, to o r ‑
ganize the East Wilson Methodist-Episcopal Church. Stephen C. was elected one of the fi r s t
trustees, t h e o the r two be ing Benjamin B u l l and Warren Wetmore. ‘The new church was b u i l t on
Lo t #56, Chestnut S t . , on land donated by Stephen C. and Elizabeth P. Wakeman. Members of t he
fam i l y who donated money to b u i l d the church were, Stephen C . , Elizabeth P. , James, Amanda,
Mat t ie , and S.M. Wakeman. (Mat t ie was one of the church's fi r s t organis ts .)

In 1881, Stephen Clark Wakeman was elected Supervisor of the town of Wilson. In 1903, h i s
son, James, moved to t h e Daniel 's Rd. and se t t l ed w i t h h i s w i fe , Addie Woods, in the o l d home‑
stead b u i l t by John Webster which is located across f rom the present home of W i r t and Dora.

L i k e many of h i s forebears, W i r t , (son of James) has fi g u r e d prominently in church and
community a f f a i r s . In t h e 19h0's he was e lec ted to t h e board of education of Wilson Cent ra l
School, and served in t h a t capac i t y f o r over 20 y e a r s . He i s p resen t l y a member o f the Town
of Wilson Plann ing Board, and bo th he and Dora a r e c h a r t e r members o f t h e Wilson H i s t . Soc.

W i r t and Dora r a i s e d two c h i l d r e n , Ross and Marcia, and both graduated f rom Wilson Cent ra l
School. Ross i s a teacher a t S t a r p o i n t and l i v e s w i t h h i s f a m i l y near Lockpor t . Marcia marr ie
Jim Sweet of East Wilson and b o t h teach at Gowanda, N.Y.

Friends and re la t i ves o f t he Wakeman were saddened in March when Myra E . Wakeman, s i s t e r o f
W i r t , d ied at the Beachwood Nurs ing Home. Myra graduated f rom Wilson H i g h in 1913 and was an
accomplished p i a n i s t . She received h e r education at the Rochester Conse rva to ry of Music, and
f o r many years was p i a n i s t and Sunday School Sup t . at the North Ridge Methodist Church. She
l e f t Wilson in 1945 to teach a Methodist Miss ion School at Pittman, Tenn . , and l a t e r taugh t
music f o r 13 years at Wesley C o l l e g e , Greensboro, N.C. A f t e r he r demise at Beachwood, she
was i n t e r r e d at Cold Spr i ngs Cemetery--not too f a r f r o m t h e area where h e r g rea t g rand fa the r,
Capt . Stephen Wakeman, S r . , s e t t l e d in 1810.

He 4 & H * H H HF 4H H

IN MEMORIAM: The S o c i e t y extends i t s condolences to t h e f a m i l y of M r s . L i l l i a n Garlock who
d ied a t S t . Mary's Hosp i ta l on A p r i l 6th. She operated an ant ique shop near t h e

harbor f o r many years . She was pre-deceased by h e r husband, Be l ton , in 1965.Ke*® *€ & * € & € HKKRKROF
MAY PROGRAM: D r . Argue w i l l speak about “barbershops & barbe r ing in t h e p a s t " . I t i s planned

to have a s i n g i n g group present f o r t h e occasion. (To be announced )
Refreshments w i l l be served by B e r y l To v e l l , Chrm., Florence Schu l tz , and Fay P i s e l l o .

x * & * H H H KH H HR H

CALENDAR: S a t . , May 3rd: H i s t . Soc . Dance at Thomas Marks School. 8:00 to 12:00 Midn igh t .
Wed., May 1 t h : Trustees meet at museum. 8:00 PM.
Mon., May 19th: Museum Comm. meet ing a t museum. 10:00 AM.

Regular m e e t i n g at museum, 7:30 PM.
Mon., May 26th: Annual " C o u n t r y F a i r " .

x 4 * * & H H KH HR HK KH

LAST WORD: Try ing to squash a rumor is l i k e t r y i n g to u n r i n g a b e l l .
x + & # H & HF KH HR F F



mA: . . Mengoeitt Ong.
[. Zh a U.S. POSTARE

za Ih. : PERNET ben. @| ‘ae Me

Bilson Bistorical Society oo
WILSON, NEW YORK 14172 as R E T F
NEWSLETTER WILSON, NEW YORK 144772

DONALD W. CROOP, Editor

JUNE 1980 Vo l . 9 No. 6
(Coleman Press)

FLAG DAY: On June 1tlith we honor "Old G l o r y " , o u r Nat ion's F l a g , t he banner of hope and f r e e ‑
dom f o r m i l l i o n s of Americans. Born in t h e tu rmo i l o f revo lut ion, i t has become a

symbol o f na t i ona l u n i t y and i n s p i r a t i o n i n a l l our 5 0 sovere ign states.
I t was on J u l y 1h, 1777, t h a t t h e Cont inenta l Congress pas t the fi r s t F l a g Act which esta‑

b l i shed t h a t o u r new n a t i o n would be represented by an o f fi c i a l fl a g c o n s i s t i n g of 13 a l t e r ‑
n a t i n g r e d and whi te s t r i p e s , and a union o f 1 3 whi te stars o n a b l u e fi e l d . Our fi r s t
"Stars and S t r i p e s " , o r the s o c a l l e d “Betsey Ross" fl a g evolved from t h i s Act.

The F l a g A c t of May 1, 1795, created t h e " S t a r Spangled Banner" which was immortalized by
Francis S c o t t Key d u r i n g the bombardment of F o r t McHenry, Sept . 13, 181k. This fl a g contain‑
e d 1 5 stars and 1 5 s t r i p e s a l t e r n a t i n g r e d and wh i t e .

I n 1818, Congress rea l i zed t h a t adding a s t r i p e f o r each new state would be imprac t i ca l so
returned the fl a g ' s des ign to 13 s t r i p e s and 20 stars represent ing the states in the Union
t h a t y e a r. Since then, 3 0 new stars have been added t o the b lue fi e l d , and o n J u l y h , 1960,
Hawaii became the 50th state to j o i n t h e Union.

Today, some nations and t e r r o r i s t groups bu rn and dishonor our fl a g p u b l i c l y i n a n e f f o r t
to show t h e i r contempt f o r our government and democratic processes. To t h i s nat ion's credi t ,
w e have s o f a r acted w i t h r e s t r a i n t , however, perhaps the time has come t o heed the words
of President Woodrow Wilson who said, "This fl a g , which we honor and under which we serve,
is the emblem of our u n i t y , our power, and our thought and purpose as a nat ion. I t has no
other character than t h a t which we g i v e i t from generat ion to generat ion. The choice is ours.."

% * © HH HH HH HH HH OH
HOLOCAUST: Further research by Dora Wakeman reveals t h a t the most damaging fi r e in Wilson's

h i s t o r y occurred June 9, 1901. That was the year the en t i r e business area on
Young S t . was consumed--no doubt helped by the f a c t Wilson s t i l l d i d not accept the need f o r
a fi r e department. The issue had been presented twice since the Masonic Block fi r e of 1890,
b u t twice was voted down.

The fi r e was discovered at 11530 PMby Freeman Emerson who was shaving a man in h i s barb er
shop. When h i s g a s l i g h t fl isckered ou t , he and two customers, Per r igo and Vosburg, stepped
outside and saw flames coming from t h e BurgessBoot and Shoe store. As crys of " fi r e " rang
out in t h e n i g h t , bucket br igades were formed b u t were no match f o r the spreading flames.
The Johnson B u i l d i n g , hous ing a grocery s tore and Posto ffice, was soon in flames, and the 2nd
fl o o r meet ing rooms of t h e “Order of Foresters". and "Womens' R e l i e f Corps ofGAR Peter Por te r
Post were dest royed.

Emerson's Barbershop was next to catch fi r e , and next to him Vosburg's storage and Ju l ius
Weaver's B i c y c l e and Repair shop were consumed. The Dry Goods store r u n by Warren Bush then
caught fi r e a long w i t h Charles Stores store. The 2nd fl o o r meet ing rooms of t he "Modern
Woodsmen" and"Sons of Veterans Lodges" were a l so destroyed.

The o n l y store saved at t he east end of t he block was located where Shefflers now stands.
It was M i l o E. Vosburg's General S to re , and t h e 2nd fl o o r was occupied by Cuddeback & Coopers
Furn i tu re s tore . The sides of t h i s b u i l d i n g had been covered w i t h sheet metal and l i n e d w i t h
fi r e p r o o f mater ia l , and though i t caught fi r e several t imes, flames were p u t out. Across t h e
s t r e e t t h e Sutherland H o t e l survived t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s of t h e many men fi g h t i n g t h e fi re ,
and even when t h e Methodist parsonage and ad jo i n i ng barns caught fi r e , t he men managed to
p u t out the flames.

At t he west end of Young S t . t h e harness shop of E. F. Bar ton was destroyed as was Thomp‑
son's 2nd fl o o r shoe-maker shop. J. W. Hacket & Son's Grocery and meat market were burned
out as was George Per r i go ' s Hardware store. Frank Slocum's barbershop next door was also
burned down. The home of Charles Haner and apartment of Frank Slocum at t h e corner of
Young and Catherine S t r e e t s was saved. Kenyon's Va r i e t y store is now on t h a t s i t e .

It was estimated t h a t the fi r e l o s s was $36,500--considerable f o r those days~-and i n s u r ‑
ance o n l y covered $15,200 o f i t . Merchants quick ly cleaned u p and b u i l t new b u i l d i n g s , how‑
ever, and f o r awhile every ava i lab le carpenter, stone mason, or mechanic was in demand. As
in the case of t he Masonic Block fi r e , o r i g i n of t h e fi r e was a mystery.

He € & He HH HR HH HH HK
THINGS CHANGE: June has become t h e t r a d i t i o n a l momth f o r young people t o take t h e i r fi r s t

steps down the "rocky road of matrimony", however, it always wasn't so. About
100 years ago, December was the most popular month. Do y o u suppose, since America was a
r u r a l na t i on then, young people were too busy work ing in the summer to get "hitched"....and

| decided December was a b e t t e r time, (a f te? a l l t h e crops were harvested), to th ink about
marr iage and "cuddl in ' i n " f o r t he l o n g win te r days ahead.

| XH HH HH HH KH HR
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ZN MEMORIAM: The Wilson H i s t . Soc. notes, w i t h sincere r e g r e t , the passing of Walter S. John‑
son, 93, founder of t h e Walter S. Johnson Construction Company. Walter, a l i f e ‑

member of the soc ie ty, w i l l be l o n g remembered f o r h i s g e n t l e manner and wide c i v i c interests.
The soc ie ty extends i t s sincere condolences to h i s w i fe , Laura Wiseman Johnson; h i s sons,
Tay lor Johnson of Niagara F a l l s and Jack Johnson of Lewiston; and daughters Mrs. John Br inck ‑
e r h o f f of F l a , and Mrs. Pa t r i c k Roderick of Sea t t le . Internment was at North Ridge Cemetery.

He H HH HR H HR HH H H K
ACQUISITIONS: Elo ise Culverwel l has donated an 1880 autograph book t h a t belonged to El lsworth

P e t t i t . I t contains autographs of D r . E l l swor th Crampton, 1 s t veter inar ian s u r ‑
geon i n Wilson, and h i s w i fe , Rachel M . Case. She a lso gave seven smal l p i c t u r e s o f former
Wilson residents and a l a r g e p i c t u r e o f J . E l lswor th P e t t i t ; a lso a co l l ec t i on o f school mem‑
o r a b i l i a and a collection of wedding inv i ta t i ons and one baby announcement.
Estate o f Florence Jacobs: Picture taken i n 1924-25 in s u i t e o f Niagara D i s t r i c t , Wilson Lodge

#881, I . 0 . 0 . F. , showing D i s t . Deputy Grand Master, Clarence E , Johnson, Wi l l i am Ingram, Frank
D i e t r i c k , Rudolph Vo l l s , Wi l l iam B e l l , Wi l l i am Coombs, Ernest Donner, and Mark S . Wilson. Also
a book, "The H i s t o r y of Oddfellowship, t h e th ree - l i nk F ra te rn i t y " (1895-1897). |

Pam Neuman: A cross made b y Pam, age 6 , and g i v e n t o D r . Argue. S omuch t ime and a r t i s t i c |
t a l e n t were p u t i n t o the cross, Doc thought i t should be in the museum. |
W i r t Wakeman: A F l a i l , once used to t h r e s h o u t g r a i n on barn fl o o r s p r i o r to the days of t he

threshing machine. Very o l d and in exce l len t condit ion.
Mabel Wilson: An I r i s h Crochet "Choker" ca . 1900.

Frank Nugent : Draw shave used on hard wood fl o o r s . Owned by h i s unc le ca. 1900.
F loyd Sal isbury : Counter Tr i p Scales bel ieved to have been in use in the o l d Hacketts s t o r e ,
D r . Edwin Gates: 2 1 books and pamphlets h i s t o r i c a l l y reve lan t t o our area.
D r. John Argue: Books, "Legacy from t h e Past", Nat ional Geographic, 192); and House Beau t i fu l

February 1919 through January 1920.
Anonymous: Spanish Fan.

% % HH HR HH H HR HH KH * ,
TRANSPORTATION BUILDING: Thanks to Ed Hast ings, in co-opera t ion w i t h the town of Wilson and

Wilson H i s t . Soc., a new cement block b u i l d i n g has been erected o n
the museum grounds at a cost which would have been f a r g rea te r had not Ed donated h i s t ime and
arranged to g e t c e r t a i n mater ia ls p r o v i d e d at reduced cost. So f a r , approximately $15,000 has
been expended f o r the b u i l d i n g , and i t i s estimated another $3500 w i l l b e needed f o r r e s t rooms,
w i r i ng , and other re la ted pro jec ts . Restrooms w i l l be b u i l t on the outside west wa l l o f the
b u i l d i n g so as to be conveniently located as p lans progress to develop Dr. George Badger's
"Hojack P a r k " , Some 20 trees have already been planted and one proposal envisions erec t ing an
o l d fashioned band stand as a center of a t t rac t ion. Work has also star ted on the o ld windmill
which w i l l set on a water reservo i r base so t h a t i t can be exhibited as a working model o f one
of America's fi r s t types of energy sources.

The Wilson H is t . Soc. has been v e r y for tunate to have some extremely dedicated and generous
members in the organ iza t ion . Their names are w e l l known and they w i l l be long remembered f o r
g i v i n g of t h e i r ta lents , t h e i r services, and themselves.

He H HH H HH HH HR HH
MOWING CONTRACTED: The two dozen men who volunteered t h e i r services to keep the museum grounds

mowed d u r i n g the pas t e i g h t years were probably pleased to learm t h a t Harold
Swanson has contracted to mow both Greenwood Cemetery and the Museum grounds. The Society is
indebted to a l l t h e men who helped out~-espec ia l l y E lw in Upton, who o f t e n t rucked h i s own pow‑
e r mower t o the museum a s the mowing area became l a r g e r and l a r g e r .

* + &©& €H€ HEHwHMH iH
FIRE PINPOINTED: At one t ime, the Tower House or "Town Ho te l " was one of Wilson's most preten=

sious resor t ho te ls . It was loca ted on t h e corner where S t . Paul 's Lutheran
Church now stands. Aulden J . Bowker, p r o p r i e t o r , spared n o expense i n f u r n i s h i n g the p lace
which was opened t o the p u b l i c , June 6 , 1896.

Caro l C . Smith r e c e n t l y acquired a p o s t c a r d p i c t u r e o f t h e Tower House a t a n area fl e a market
which revealed the exact date of the fi r e . A message on the back addressed to Mr. A. G. Bae=
cke r of West Pullman, I 1 l . , reads as f o l l o w s : "Dear A l b e r t : Great excitement here yesterday.
Towerhouse burned to the ground. Helen's house s t a r t e d to burn. Poorest fi r e p r o t e c t i o n I
ever saw-- -cou ldn ' t g e t water. See y o u l a t e r . " S igned, Clara .

The card was dated 8/10/08. Perhaps some member can i d e n t i f y the "Helen" who l i v e d next door
to the Tower House; the 'C la ra ' who s igned t h e card; o r ‘A lber t Baecker' to whom i t was sent.eeF & & & HHHHHFHBHFHR
FITCH PIONEER: One hundred fi f t y years ago in 1830, Enoch F i t c h turned over the fi r s t sod on

h i s F i t c h Rd. farm. H i s descendents have been a c t i v e l y engaged in f r u i t f a r m
i n g in t h e town of Wilson ever since.

%* %& F&F © EF H Hh HB H HH H iF ‘

SORORITY MEETING: The Beta Lamba Chapter of De l ta Kappa Gamma Soc ie ty donated $25 to the Wilson
H i s t . Soc. f o r use of t h e premises on A p r i l 19th. Celeste Crawford, who

arranged f o r the meeting, announced t h a t 23 persons attended and a l l expressed pleasure w i t h
the museum f a c i l i t i e s and l i k e d the way t h e e x h i b i t s a r e d isp layed.

% e+ H HR H HH H HR HR H KH
SOMEDAY, MAYBE: Many organ iza t i ons buy m a i l i n g l i s t s to h e l p them peddle t h e i r services and

wares, and even the Wilson H i s t . Soc. ge ts caught up in the shower of ' junk !
m a i l . An example is a l e t t e r addressed to 'Miss ' Lo i s Jennings from the Lester Lanin Orchestra
of New York C i t y . It states they would l i k e to have o u r chairman of entertainment consider
h i r i n g them f o r ou r next "museum b a l l " , and would l i k e to submit a music est imate f o r the
committee's a p p r o v a l . Wel l , someday, maybe!

ee H HN HR KR KR HH HR H OK
GRANDPA SAYS: "When I d o n ' t have anything to worry about, I wor ry about t h a t . "
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NEW MEMBERS: On beha l f of t he S o c i e t y we welcome Mrs . V e r g i l S i n g e r S c o t t of Houston, Texas;
4 M r. and M s . Mark Raymond of Rochester; Mary Heidenfeldt of Orlando, F l a ; Ralph

_S t u h l m i l l e r of Newfane; Mark Peters of Cheektowaga; and M r s . B i l l i e Parker of Wilson.
e % & # H HR HH H HR HN H

"BILLY SHERMAN": Don Polek of Channel 7 "Eye Witness News" in terv iewed your e d i t o r r e c e n t l y to
set up a newscast about Wilson's Confederate C i v i l War horse, " B i l l i e Sherman"

Polek a l s o interviewed Dorothy Th i l k and Ray D i r l i n g of Newfane, and the completed episode gave
a n i n t e r e s t i n g s to ry o f Wilson's unique C i v i l War hero . A l though Wilson i s f a s t becoming known
as the fi s h i n g and boa t i ng playground of N iagara County, Po lek 's s to ry about o l d " B i l l y " should
convince thousands o f channel 7 v iewers t h a t the re i s a l s o some i n t e r e s t i n g and unusual h i s t o r y
behind t h i s l i t t l e lakeshore township.

Boy Scouts o f troop #67, under the leade rsh ip o f Don Wi l t se , w i l l p l a n t ornamental shrubs and
flowers at " B i l l y Sherman's" g r a v e s i t e . In v iew of t h e recent p u b l i c i t y by "Eye Witness News",
i t i s fi t t i n g t h a t our l o c a l scouts w i l l rece ive some p u b l i c r e c o g n i t i o n i n t h e Union Sun and
Journal f o r t h e i r "Good Turn" endeavors.

x % & & H H HM H H H

BY-LAWS: K a r l 8 . Wr i g h t , Chrm., presented a proposa l a t t h e May meeting to increase the number
of o f fi c e r s in the Soc ie t y by adding t h e p o s i t i o n of 2nd Vice-President. It is f e l t

that the need f o r another executive o f fi c e r is j u s t i fi e d by t h e dramatic increase in member‑
s h i p from f o u r t y in 1972-approximately 450 in 1980. The proposa l opened the way f o r the nomin‑
a t i n g comm. to s e l e c t a candidate f o r the p o s i t i o n .

% * & # HH H HM H HR HR HK

NOMINATIONS: The Nominat ing Comm., composed of John Myers, Chrm., George L innabe ry, and K a r l S.
Wr i g h t , presented the f o l l o w i n g s l a t e of o f fi c e r s and trustees to be voted on at

t h e annual meeting on June 16th: D r . John Argue , P r e s . , Donald Croop, 1 s t Vice -Pres . , A r thu r
Schnoor, 2nd Vice-Pres., Judy Zauner, Rec. S e c . , F loss ie L o r t z , Co r. Sec . , and M i l l i e Croop,
Treas.

The Soc ie ty i s espec ia l l y g r a t e f u l t o Mary Budde who served as Rec. Sec re ta ry d u r i n g the p a s t
y e a r. Our b e s t wishes go to h e r and B i l l as they awa i t t h e a r r i v a l of t h e i r new "Blessed E v e n t " .‑

x He * & HF H H HH HR OR K |

TONSORIAL CLIMAX: D r . John Argue gave a n i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r y o n t h e b a r b e r i n g p ro fess ion w h i l e
a lso comp i l i ng a h i s t o r i c l i s t o f ba rbe rs in Wi l son from 1910 to the present.

Jack P e r r y, one of Wilson's bes t known tonsor ia l experts, added some humor to the occasion by
shaving o f f Gary Greenweld's f u l l beard wh i le Doc ta lked . Al though Jack admitted Gary was h i s
fi r s t customer t h i s year, it was p l a i n to see he hasn ' t l o s t h i s touch w i t h a s t r a i g h t r a z o r.
D r. Argue worked f o r h i s fa ther t o earn t u i t i o n money t o attend medical school, and one o f h i s
associates, Mr. Palisano of Lockport , was at, the meeting and exchanged some humerous stor ies
o f the ear l y days when they worked toge ther.

Another h i g h l i g h t o f the evening was a h a l f hour program b y the Bargemen, one o f the
bet te r known singing groups of Niagara and Orleans Counties. The pleasant harmonizing of the
2 0 male voices blended b e a u t i f u l l y a s they sang many o f the o l d favor i tes , and was w e l l received
by the audience which numbered close to a hundred persons.

E d Rose presented the monthly "h i s to r i c moment" which has become a n i n t e r e s t i n g pa r t o f the
monthly meetings. Wew i l l t r y to b r i n g h i s t a l k on the Volunteer F i r e Companies of Wilson to
everyone in some future copy of the "Nesletter".
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JUNE MEETING: The annual meet ing on Monday, June 16th, promises to be a g a l a a f f a i r accord ing to

Dorothy L innabe ry, Program Chrm. An o l d fashioned dinner featuring chicken p i e
and other tu rn -o f= the -cen tu r y "goodies" w i l l be served b u f f e t s t y l e a t 6:00 PM. There w i l l be a
$2.00 charge p e r person to cover costs except to those who volunteer to prepare par t s of t h e
assigned menu. Ladies work ing w i t h Mrs . L innabery o n t h e dinner menu inc lude Beatr ice S a l i s b u r y ,
Hazel S a l i s b u r y, Mabel Wilson, Mar ie t ta Goodman, and Jan Spor leder.

In order to p rope r l y p l a n f o r the number a t t e n d i n g , reservat ions w i l l be in order, and must be
in p r i o r to June 11th . They may be made w i t h e i t h e r Dorothy Linnabery or Jan Spor leder. Those
who at tend the d inner a re asked to b r i n g t h e i r own o l d fashioned t a b l e serv ice, and the comm. is
l o o k i n g f o r o l d s a l t and pepper shakers, spoon holders, cruets, castors, or c e l e r y holders. L e t
them know i f you can he lp out here. The " feas t " , which w i l l precede the annual meet ing , w i l l
feature a menu t h a t w i l l show how o u r ancestors fa red p r i o r t o t he days o f r e f r i g e r a t i o n .

Fo l l ow ing d inner, an e lec t i on o f o f fi c e r s and trustees w i l l be he ld , and each Committee Chrn.
w i l l b e asked t o make a b r i e f repo r t o n t h e past year 's a c t i v i t i e s . A n i n t e r e s t i n gprogram i s
a n t i c i p a t e d when Peggy Ward and Audry O r r present a program o n how a broom can b e made from a
seed. *%4+ © © *€ & 8 KFK®KFHR
"COUNTRY FAIR": On May 26th, another "Country F a i r " w i l l pass i n t o the pages of h i s t o r y . We

suspect success w i l l depend more on t h e "Power Above" t h a n the "workers below",
s o l e t ' s a l l p ray f o r a sunny d a y.

We must emphasize t h a t over 65 dea le rs have a l r e a d y s igned up f o r s p a c e . Th is means we may
have a problem f u r n i s h i n g food, s o p lease b e gemerous when y o u f u r n i s h p i e s , salads, cookies,
or whatever y o u do bes t . Weunderstand Jan Spor leder has a l ready "sot t h e message" and is
doubl ing h e r de l ic ious C h i l i output . Keep in mind t h a t our F a i r Chrm. wish to p r i c e t h i n g s
reasonably, and when people r e a l i z e t h i s , t h e food goes qu ick ly.

Dorothy Th i lk and Dora Wakeman are promoting t h e "Qld Home Day" concept again t h i s year which
enables o l d f r iends to gather together in t h e Pat terson Room, s i p punch, and t a l k w i t h former
schoolmates about " the good o l ' days". I t ' s a l l a p a r t of t he f r i e n d l y atmosphere t h a t p reva i l s
at a l l our F a i r s and blends in w e l l w i t h t h e "sing-a-longs" w i t h the "Piano Rhythmns",.

Eleanor Myers has declined the pos i t i on of Chairman of next year's F a i r , b u t I amsure t h a t
every member of t h i s Soc ie ty w i l l j o i n w i t h me in saying "Thanks, Eleanor, f o r F ive Great Years
of Leadership". :
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LIFE MEMBERS: In what may have been one of h i s l a s t fea ts , Walter S. Johnson renewed membér~
ships f o r both he and h i s wife as Life Members of the Wilson H is t . Soc ie ty. Their

names w i l l be added to the plaque in the mseum as the 25th and 26th members to j o i n t h i s
classification. Werecent ly had the pleasure of interviewing Mr. Johnson and excerpts from our
t a l k were included in the March "newsletter". Although 93 y e a r s of age he seemed remarkably
ac t i ve and h i s memory was sharp and c lear. I t is hard to bel ieve he is gone.

Weare extremely pleased to welcome Ed L o r t as t h e 27th L i f e Member in the Soc ie t y. Ed r e ‑
ceived h i s membership as a g i f t from h i s w i f e , Dorothy (also a L i f e Member) who made the be~.,
quest. I t is especia l ly n ice when bo th husband and w i f e e l e c t to make a permanent and lasting
contr ibut ion to the Soc ie ty ' s future.
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MUSEUM ADVENTURES: They say, "one t h i n g leads to another", and fi x i n g up the k i tchen is a good

example. A f t e r Lo i s Barnum and N e t t i e Stimson d i d a fi n e s t i p l i n g j o b on
the c e i l i n g , M i l l i e Croop took over w i t h t h e p a i n t i n g . A "pumpkin" co lor was chosen t o match
the paper, b u t i t took three coats to g e t t h e desired e f f ec t . A f t e r Be t t y Stimson go t the
paper on, however, the "pumpkin" clashed w i t h the r e s t of the room which was green. Undaunted,
the committee decided t h a t "autumn wheat" would blend w e l l w i t h "pumpkin", and ‘ o l d p r o ' , Bur t
Jennings, was ca l l ed in to do t h e j o b .

Three g a l l o n s of p a i n t and two coats l a t e r , B u r t , in h i s customary manner, d i d a smooth j o b
w i t h o n l y one fl a w to mar an otherwise p e r f e c t per fo rmance . The step ladder on which he stood
suddenly d i d a s p l i t . . . B u r t d i d a fl i p . . . a n d landed o n h i s h i p . The ladder was p u t out o f
commission, b u t fo r tuna te l y, no t B u r t .

Some other l i t t l e jobs t h a t have not gone unnoticed include work done by A r t Schnoor's fi n e
i s h i n g o f the kitchen cabinets; sanding t h e swinging doors; i n s t a l l i n g a water l i n e f o r fi r e
pro tec t ion ; and b u i l d i n g in storage shelves above t h e ki tchen. Cabinets acquired from Esther
Caselman have been p a i n t e d b y L o i s Jennings and i n s t a l l e d i n the l i b r a r y ; books have been
sor ted and p laced on shelves according to c lass ificat ion. B u r t Jennings p a i n t e d and i ns ta l l ed
a new h a t rack in k i tchen area. The museum Comm. has cleaned out t h e Schnoor Room in prepar~
a t i o n f o r the Fa i r ; Eleanor Myers has so r ted out a l l announcements, cards, b i r t h cer t i fica tes ,
e tc . ; N e t t i e Stimson has p laced hundreds of photos in 8 or 10 albums which are accessible in
w a i t i n g room f o r v iewing; A l l "Newsletters" to da te have been mounted in loose l e a f covers by
M i l l i e Croop, and when you see new cur ta ins hanging in t h e Patterson Room you should kmow they
were sewn by Dorothy Th i lk . A l l o l d dresses acquired by the Society a re be ing cleaned and
mended by Jean Argue and stored in the Schnoor Room mezzanine.
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CANADIAN REBELLION: In 1781, the Constitutional Act was passed d i v i d i n g Canada i n t o two pro=

vinces, Upper, or B r i t i s h Canada, and Lower, or French Canada. However,
because of serious abuses, the arrangement d i d not work and by 1837, rebe l l ions broke out in
both prov inces , How t h i s could even remotely connect w i t h Wilson is revealed in a r a r e book,
“Wait 's Narrative", pub l i shed in Buffa lo i n 183, which t e l l s o f the t r i a l s and t r i bu l a t i ons
of Benjamin Wait, a resident of Wilson, who par took in the Upper Canada Rebellion.

Wait was captured and sentenced to the gal lows, bu t personal appeals by h i s w i fe to the Ear l
of Durham resulted in h i s sentence being reduced to e x i l e and imprisonment in Van Dieman's
Land, A u s t r a l i a , Some o f Mrs. Wait 's l e t t e r s weré w r i t t e n wh i le res i d i ng w i t h fr iends i n Locke
p o r t , and t e l l of he r e f f o r t s in he r husband's behalf. A f t e r f o u r yea rs of imprisonment, Wait
escaped from h i s is land p r i s o n and returned to t h e Niagara F ron t i e r and was bel ieved to have
a g a i n l i v e d in Wilson.

The shor t - l i ved r e b e l l i o n woke up t h e B r i t i s h Government and in 180 an Act o f Union was
passed which j o i n e d t h e Upper and Lower p r o v i n c e s . I t wasn't u n t i l 1867, however, t h a t t h e i r
leaders agreed to form a confederation and t h e Dominion of Canada was born.

"Waits Nar ra t i ve " i s t h e property o f D r . John Donovan o f Lockpo r t . . on loan to Dr. Argue. In
view o f t he present s e p a r a t i s t movement i n Quebec, the book p r o v i d e s a n i n t e r e s t i n g background
f o r a current problem,
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WILL "SPRUCE UP" PARK: D r . George Badger of Lockpor t has o f f e red to donate and p l a n t enough

b lue spruce evergreen trees to border t he fou r and one quarter ac re p l o t
of l and g i v e n by him in J u l y , 1977, f o r t h e newly proposed "Hojack P a r k " , The trees, which are
approximately two to three f o o t h i g h , w i l l be se t in p l a c e next f a l l when p l a n t i n g condit ions
are sui table.
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TREASURER'S REPORT:

B a l . 2/11/80 C r e d i t s Debits B a l . 5/15/80
General Fund $ 5,802.71 $ 3,042.67 $ 3,050.28 $ 5,795.10
Memorial Fund 202.02 155.00 357.02
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MEMBERS IN THE MEDIA: Howard Hunter, member of Wilson Troop #66, B.S.A, r e c e n t l y wag.given:.the

top award in Scout ing when he was presented w i t h the rank of "Eagle" at
a court of Honor he ld in Ex ley Uni ted Methodist Church.....Mrs. Carol C. Smith, Sanborn, N.Yey
has been elected i s t Vice Regent of t h e Niagara F a l l s Chapter, Daughters of the American Rev. |
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON HOSTESSES: Edna Rose, Chrm., repo r t s t h a t t he fol lowing members have agreed
to serve as greeters in Juney June i s t , B i l l and

Maxine Jones; June 8th, Charles and Bernie Messersmith; June 15th, Edna and Bob Rose; |
June 22nd, Leona and Wally Beutel ; and June 29th, Peggy and Wally Ward.
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RIGHT ON: Our supersonic j e t s make it p o s s i b l e toa have b r e a k f a s t in New York and dinner in

Los Angeles, b u t no engineer has ever been ab le to des ign anyth ing t h a t can go
f a s t e r than a two week vacat ion.

||L i f e Membership Fund (frozen) 2, 22.83 578.90 2,821.73 |
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WILSON BARBERS: As f a r as we can determine, t h e fi r s t b a r b e r shop in Wi lson was r u n by Frank
Slocum, and t h e shop was loca ted n e x t to t h e P e r r i g o Hardware s to re on Young

S t r e e t . Frank had an apartment in t h e home of Charles Haner at t h e c o r n e r of Young and Cather-~
i n e and though h i s s»op burned in t h e b i g fi r e of 1901, t h e Haner home was saved. A f t e r t h e
block was r e - b u i l t , a n e ’ ~ . r b - s h o p opened i n f r o n t o f Timothy d i l s o n ' s bow l i ng a l l e y and was
r u n o y W i l l i a m Slocum.

"Hub" F e r r i n came f rom S p r i n g v i l l e and s e t t l e d o n a f a r m n e a r Plumb's B r i dge , Eas t Lake Rd.
H e l a t e r moved t o the v i l l a g e , bough t t h e Emerson proper ty o n Young S t . , and en la rged i t i n t o
t h e "Hub" H o t e l . H e was a b a r b e r b y t r a d e and had a shop t h e r e f o r many years .

Ar thur Bundy came to Wilswa r o m Jeddo around 191); and Ray Nevins worked w i t h him f o r awhi le
p e toes n s h i s own b a r b e r shop. Tom and John C o s t e l l o a l s o barbered i n Wi lson f r o m 191)
to 1925.

Al Toenniessen began work ing f o r B i l l Slocum in 1925 and a l s o worked f o r Ray Nevins and "Hub"
F e r r i n . E d and Louis S i n g e r o f L o c k p o r t a l s o opened a shop i n Wilson f o r a few y e a r s .

A b a r b e r who became w e l l known in t h e community was Max Ransom, f o r m e r l y of Ottawa, Canada.
He worked w i t h "Hub" F e r r i n f o r awhile then opened h i s own shop. (Your ed i to r had h i s h a i r c u t
by Max f o r many years . One time Max broke o f f a couple t w i g s from a wi l l ow tree in h i s back
yard and gave them to us to p l a n t . Westuck them in the ground near a pond on our property
and today, when we walk by them, *wo l a r g e weeping wi l lows remind us of Max.) Lakeside Market
now stands on tne s i t e where Max'. Barbershop and Poolroom was located.

One o f Wilson's bes t known barbers i s Jack P e r r y. Jack o r i g i n a l l y l i v e d o n the Coomer Rd.
and has been a barber f o r about 35 y e a r s . He worked f o r Powers in Newfane, Car ls in Lockpor t ,
the S t a t l e r in Buffa lo , the Park Hotel in Lockpor t , and Max's in Wilson. Not on ly has Jack
veen barber ing in Wilson f o r about 25 years , he has also become one of the best auctioneers in
the area. His Thursday n i g h t auctions,on the s i t e of the former Wilson Lumber Co., have b e ‑
come w e l l known throughout the community.

Jim's Barbershop on Young S t . be longs to James Stephenson of Youngstown. Jim has been in
Wi lson f o r 11 years , and he operates a watch and r e p a i r shop in the back of h i s barbershop. He
attended the Chippewa Barber School in B u f f a l o and worked in Youngstown and Niagara F a l l s
before coming to Wilson.

A prominent member o f t h e medical p r o f e s s i o n , o u r own D r . John F. Argue, s t a r t e d h i s c a r e e r
working in the barber ing t r a d e . When o n l y 13 he used to work as a " l a t h e r boy" in h i s f a t h e r ' s
barber shop in Lockpor t . He had to stand on a box to l a t h e r a customer's face , b u t a f t e r t h e
man was shaved, he 'd remove a l l t races of soap, app l y shave l o t i o n , and d r y t h e face .

In 1929, a f t e r graduat ing from Lockpor t H i g h School, Doc g o t a j o b as a ba rbe r in O l c o t t . I t
was there t h a t h e was ab le t o e a r n enough money t o pay h i s t u i t i o n a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f B u f f a l o
where he had been accep ted . Dur ing h i s fi r s t two years in c o l l e g e he p a i d h i s room and board
by work ing weekends as a barber in a shop on East Delevan Avenue. A barber cha i r s e t t i n g in
t h e museum's Schnoor Room is t h e one t h a t Doc used at h i s f a t h e r ' s barbershop 50 years a g o .

C o n s i d e r i n g t h e number of p a t i e n t s he has administered to in t h e pas t 45 y e a r s , we t h i n k
everyone w i l l ag ree , "We're g l a d Doc stuck t o medic ine i n s t e a d o f b a r b e r i n g . "
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CONGRATULATIONS: On b e h a l f of t h e s o c i e t y, we extend c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to a l l June graduates and

e s p e c i a l l y those who a r e sons o r daugh te rs o f s o c i e t y members. Graduat ing
from Wilson C e n t r a l a r e , Raymond A. Ge ise r, John E. Has t ings , Howard H. Hunter, Tracey E .
Kent, J e f f r e y T. Monroe, Denise E. Swanson, John M. T h i l k , Merle N. Wi l t se , and M a r t i n J.
Woodard. Also, from Niagara Wheatfield, D a r r e l l G. Smith.

"May y o u r j o y s b e a s deep a s t h e ocean, and y o u r t r o u b l e s a s l i g h t a s t h e foam."
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I i i MEMORIAM: J. E a r l McCormick has passed away at h i s home in Oceanside, C a l . , May 2 l th , and
leaves h i s w i f e , t h e former A l i c e Barbar i , and a s i s t e r , Mrs. James B e r r y of Nor th

Carolina, a l s o severa l n ieces and nephews. E a r l was a yradua te of Wilson H i g h and Ober l in C o l ‑
l e g e in Ohio. He p layed t h e organ at Ex ley Un i ted Method is t Church f rom 1913 to 1917 and a g a i n
f r om 1930 to 191. He was a Naval veteran o f Werld War I and d i r ec ted the American Leg ion
Band in Wilson f rom 1930 to 1946. The s o c i e t y extends i t s sympathy to h i s l o v e d ones.
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NHLEA MARKET": A " fl e a market" f o r soc ie t y members o n l y w i l l be h e l d on t h e museum grounds
Sunday, August 3rd , f rom 11:00 to 4:00 PM. Doug and G a i l Smith p l a n to serve

h o t doys and c o f f e e . C a l l B e t t y Stimson if y o u have any questions. ;
, He+ € &€FH# % + *



FAIR FACTS: The 8th annual "Country F a i r " was brought to a successfu l conclusion Memorial
Day, May 26th, as a l a r g e crowd showed i n t e r e s t in t h e antiques and co l lec t ib les

displayed b y 8 8 p a r t i c i p a t i n g Dealers. Hundreds more m i l l e d around t h e antique cars w h i l e
others crowded t h e museum l o o k i n g at t h e "Wilson Remembered" e x h i b i t or e l s e signed t h e school
r e g i s t e r s p r o v i d e d f o r guests i n a p l e a s a n t "Old Home Day" s e t t i n g .

A s y o u read t h i s resume o f F a i r a c t i v i t i e s , p l e a s e keep i n mind t h a t one l i t t l e g a l , Eleanor
Myers, helped p u t it a l l t o g e t h e r. The l a r g e attendance can be a t t r i b u t e d to the exce l l en t
p u b l i c i t y in t h e media by Dorothy Linnabery, and we should a l so thank the Wilson Business‑
menwho, in response to a_ so l i c i t a t i on by M i l l i e Croop, contr ibuted 20 do l l a rs to h e l p r u n
l a r g e d i sp lay ads in l o c a l newspapers.

The Antique Car Display was chaired by Doc Argue and Ken Tracey, and he lp ing them were Mr. &
Mrs. L a r r y Bulmer, Glenn Stimson, and Bob Rose. A number of cars f rom var ious owners were
entered t h i s y e a r .

Joe Geiser, Chrm. of Parking and h i s he lpe rs d i d a tremendous j o b , and even though t h e Farm
and Garden Supply, Ontar io Orchards, and P f e i f f e r s Foods allowed f a i r - g o e r s t o use t h e i r p a r k ‑
i n g l o t s , every space was taken. D i r e c t i n g t r a f fi c were Herb Kahler, J e r r y Stevens, George
Cruickshank, " O l l i e " Clark, Ed Culverwell, Bob Rose, Harold A l b r i g h t , Whit Barnum, Ed L o r t ,
Harold Swanson, and E d A l l g e i e r . S p e c i a l thanks t o Don Stewar t and Dave Godfrey, Town Consta ‑
b les , who a l so helped r e g u l a t e t r a f fi c and s t u c k t o t h e i r p o s t s a l l d a y .

When l a r g e crowds g a t h e r the re is always a chance f o r accidents, and though some may no t
have g i v e n i t a second thought , i t was comfor t ing to know t h a t t r a i n e d p e r s o n e l f rom t h e Wilson
Volunteer F i r e Company were standing by w i t h t r u c k and ambulance. ~~

Celeste Crawford se t up a Genealogical Display in t h e Patterson Room f o r those in te res ted in
t r a c i n g t h e i r f a m i l y ancest ry. A t ten t i on was c a l l e d t o i t b y t h e e y e - c a t c h i n g s i g n , "who's
hanging from y o u r f a m i l y t r e e ? "

Dorothy Th i l k and Dora Wakeman were i n charge o f t h e "O ld Home Day" e x h i b i t , and t h e Pat te re
son Room was the f o c a l p o i n t f o r o l d f r i e n d s to g a t h e r and reminisce about the "Good o l ! Days"
w h i l e s ipp ing punch a s gues ts o f t h e s o c i e t y. Former school teachers hosted t h i s event i n c l u d ‑
i n g Helen Borngraeber, Jennie B ige low, B e a t r i c e S a l i s b u r y, Margaret Wilson, Laura E ick , and
Esther A lb r i gh t . . . a l so , Winnie S t a c y.

One o f the bes t fea tu res o f the f a i r was t h e "Piano Rythmns" w i t h Berne Kent and Frances
Goldthorp a t the i v o r i e s , The i r l i v e l y toe - tapp ing melodies o f yes te r y e a r s e t a happy mood
f o r f a i r goers , many of whom stopped to "Sing-a-long w i t h Frances".

A v a r i e t y of p i e s were entered by young people in t h e P i e Baking Contest conducted by Marion
Campbell, Chrm., and Winnie Fischer. Sharon Shotz, 11, won fi r s t p r i z e w i t h a de l ic ious apple
p i e ; Paula Gormon, 11, was 2nd w i t h a tas ty peach; and Kelene Hunter, 14, took 3rd w i t h h e r
strawberry-rhubarb creat ion. Nancy Davis received honorable mention f o r her prune=-plum p i e .
Sharon was g iven a Soc ie ty Cookbook f o r 1 s t p r i z e , and the other g i r l s were g i v e n a choice of
items on the Ways and Means tab le . Judges were Mrs. S h i r l e y Fischer Novak of Syracuse, and :
Miss Ann Goldthorp of Tonawanda.

The "Wikeon Remembered" e x h i b i t was assembled and arranged by members of the museum committee
chaired by Lois Jennings. It contained o l d items out of Wilson's pas t such as the wilson Bros. |
fi s h n e t as w e l l as many ra re o l d photographs. Help ing were Joe Higg ins , Eleanor hiyers,
Gertrude Schnoor, Dorothy Th i l k , B e t t y Stimson, M i l l i e Croop, Helen and Ralph Dinse, Edna Rose
and Net t i e Stimson.

Clean-up a f t e r the f a i r has always been a c o - o p e r a t i v e e f f o r t . The j o b was made easy f o r
B i l l Smith, Chrm., as a l l concessions were p o l i c e d by t h e i r own members. A good supp ly of
t r a s h bar re l s fac i l i t a ted load ing re fuse on a t r u c k p r o v i d e d by the v i l l a g e .

Considerable a t t e n t i o n was a t t r a c t e d to a Rai l road E x h i b i t se t up in t h e new b u i l d i n g by t h e
Newfane H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y. W ethank o u r f r i e n d l y ne ighbo rs f o r p a r t i c i p a t i n g .

Q ld Time Movies were shown to t h e youngsters a l l day by Doug Smith, Chrm., and C l a r k Stimson.
Movies are shown f r e e and a r e p r o v i d e d b y t h e Wilson Pub l i c L i b r a r y .

The F a i r was co-ord inated t h r o u g h a publ ic address system i n s t a l l e d by John Myers, and
announcements were made from t h e caboose by Don Croop, Joe Higg ins, B i l l Budde, and K a r l Wr i g h t .

One of the n i c e r aspects of ou r "Country F a i r " were o u r charming Host and Hostesses who
p r o j e c t a favorab le impress ion of t h e s o c i e t y on o u r g u e s t s . Chr is Kelman seb up two tab les
in the w a i t i n g room and t h e membership t a b l e s igned up 39 persons f o r nex t y e a r . Hostesses
were C h r i s Kelman, Chrm., John Wei ler, Esther A l b r i g h t , Grace S i n g e r, F l oss i e L o r t z , and
M a r i e t t a Goodman. Attendants at t h e Guest R e g i s t e r t a b l e were Bessie Cole, Helen French,
Marie Getman, Marion Goodrich, Har r y Rohr ing , and Harold A l b r i g h t . Hosts f o r t h e Ti c k e t O f fi c e
room included Bob Lewis, Rex S t a c y, Haro ld Swanson, A r t Ness, B u r t Jennings, Norm MacAski l l ,
and Lou Schrader.

Anna Mae Nevins and Joe H igg ins had a key r o l e i n s i gn ing up n e a r l y 90 Dealers f o r t h i s
y e a r ' s event. P lac ing t h e Dealers amiably w i t h a minimum o f " r u f fl e d f e a t h e r s " i s n o easy task
so a l o t of c r e d i t must go to "Chuck" Campbel l , Har ry Rohr ing, Ted Lonsbery, and Ralph Dinse.

Dave Wei le r blew up n e a r l y t h ree boxes of bal loons w i t h hel ium p r o v i d e d by S t r a t e Welding of
L o c k p o r t . Most o f them were s o l d b y t h e "Hojack Hoboes" and "Clowns", Beth Wei ler, Mel issa
Murphy, Ja im i Cowles, Tracy Douglas, K r i s t i n szantor, and Tommy MacVie.

The e v e r popu la r Home Made Candy Ten t was supp l i ed by Mike Vince o f North Ridge. Lucy Monroe
Chrm., was ass is ted b y Esther A l b r i g h t , Helen Dinse, Celeste Crawford, Nan Johnson, Hazel
benzino, Tammy lionroe, and Wendy Edger ton . Candy was s o l d o u t by mid af ternoon.

I n e C o f f e e , Donuts , and Beverages, i n c l u d i n g loganber ry j u i c e p r o v i d e d by P f e i f f e r s and i c e d
tea, were combined t h i s y e a r under t h e chairmanship of Sara B e r r y and M i l l i e Lonsbery. A
l a r g e crew c o n s i s t i n g of Bern ie Messersmith, Mar ion Mudge, Bessie Cole, Dorothy L o r t , Jane
Demmin, Marion Goodrich, Fred B e r r y, E l w i n Upton , w i r t Wakeman, Ted Lonsbery, S i d P e t t i t , and
Harold Mudge, were kep t busy supply ing the t h i r s t y crowd.

As in pas t yea rs , many o f ou r ou t -o f - t own members ma i l ed in donations to support t he F a i r .
The F ish Pond is one of t h e p o p u l a r concessions w i t h t h e "smal l f r y " , and t h i s y e a r , Dianne

A l b r i g h t , Chrm., had i t f r e s h l y p a i n t e d . H e l p i n g h e r s t r i n g fi s h were Sue and Debbie C r u i c k ‑
s h a n k , Chr i s and John Demmin, Laurie A l b r i g h t , Tammy Monroe, Sandy Stimson, Sue & Jay Johnson
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WILSON FIRE CO. #1: A s t h e w i l son Vo l . F i r e Co. F i e l d Day fades i n t o h i s t o r y, w e note t h a t the
57 y r . o l d company was organized S e p t . 17, 1923 w i t h Ernes t Horton, Fres. ,

and Charles Crawford, F i r e C h i e f . Meet ings were h e l d at va r ious loca t ions i n c l u d i n g B i g g i n ' s
B lacksmi th Shop, Cather ine S t , t h e 2nd fl o o r o f Horton's Hardware, Young S t . , and t h e o l d
cobblestone schoolhouse t h a t once stood between t h e Wilson House and Kerwin's Gas S t a t i o n . The
volunteers had no funds at a l l and at meet ings orange crates were used f o r seats. T h e i r equ ip- |
ment consisted of two hose car ts borrowed from t h e Town of Newfane, and fi r e d r i l l s saw t h e
men r a c i n g th rough the v i l l a g e w i t h two vo lun tee rs on t h e tongue and one each on the two ropes
used to p u l l t h e ca r t s . In o rde r to r a i s e funds f o r equipment, a ser ies of entertainments
were he ld and t h e fi r s t was a bal loon dance, so named because many bal loons were fl o a t e d i n t o
t h e air - -some c o n t a i n i n g d o l l a r b i l l s . Lucky fi n d e r s rece ived f r e e admission t o t h e dance
which was h e l d at Middleton's H a l l .

F i r e company By-Laws were adopted, s igned, and sworn to before Bethe l Johnson, N o t a r y Publ ic ,
on Aug. 22, 192) . O f fi c e r s were A. E. Horton, Pres. , Wi l l iam Lashner, Vice-Pres., H a r r y B i g ‑
g i n s , F i r e Chief , Frank Lashner, Asst. F i r e Chief, L. C la re Coe, Treas., and 4. wW. Smith, Sec.
Other men who helped es tab l i sh the company were Nerle |wilson, B i l l Scheffler, neE. a r i g h t ,
Roy DeNeau, Harr is Holden, Lee Ward, James Wilcox, W. G. Leetch, C. Ww. Baker, C. H. Reeves,
Edward Rockwood, Chester Demmin, wal ter Wheeler, Harold Teague, Frank Die t r i ck , C i r i l Wilber,
Lesl ie McClellan, Andrew Wr igh t , E l ton Armstrong, C l i f f o r d Schultz, F. H. Duxbury, Fred Gan‑
shaw, Dewey Fisk, Paul Winter, Thomas Rogers, Ray Nevins, Louis Wiepert, Ca r l Hausman, e r i
armstrong, Wil l iam Schnoor, Court land Feigehen, Bernard McClellan, D r. Kenneth Moore, V.M.,
and J. Pearce. The fi r s t F i e l d Day was he ld Aug. 30, 192 ) . (Refer to 8/79 Newsletter)

On March 1 t h , 1925, the company purchased i t s fi r s t fi r e t ruck f o r 512,000, and e i g h t v o l ‑
unteers signed aotes to make i t poss ib le . The o ld LaFrance pumper i s s t i l l i n good runn ing
snape and is proudly re fe r red to as "Old Betsey". One o f i t s fi r s t d r i ve rs was P i l l Sche ffler.

In 1926, Miss Helen Knowles gave h e r house on t h e south s ide of Young S t . to t h e F i r e Co.
w i t h t h e s t i p u l a t i o n t h a t n o beer o r l i q u o r could b e s o l d there. I n 196, a smal l wh i t e house
next t o i t was t o r n down and a new fi r e h a l l e r e c t e d t h e r e .

I f a l l t he men were a l i v e today who helped o r g a n i z e t h e F i r e Co. in 1923, they 'd no doubt.
take a deep sense o f p r i d e i n t h e modern u p - t o - d a t e company t h a t has grown f rom t h e i r e f f o r t s .
Three b u i l d i n g s now house meet ing rooms and space f o r 9 p ieces o f equipment i n c l u d i n g a r e s c u e
boa t and new ambulance. Appreximately 60 members respond to 50~75 fi r e c a l l s p e r yea r w h i l e a
w e l l t r a i n e d ambulance crew answers about 300 emergency c a l l s . In a d d i t i o n to t h e new modular
type ambularice, t h e company has an a e r i a l fi r e t r uck , a ‘Siard t r u c k by LaFrance w i t h genera to r,
p o r t a b l e pump, nozzles, boots, coats and helmets. Also a f o u r wheel d r i v e emerzency t r u c k
w i t h water tank, hose, fi r e e x t i n g u i s h e r s , brooms, and m e t a l - c u t t i n g saw. A tank t r u c k w i t h
1500 g a l l o n c a p a c i t y and back up pumper were purchased in 1949, a Seagrave pumper bought in
1952, and a Ward LaFrance combination pumper and h i g h p ressu re tank t r u c k was added in 195%,

O f fi c e r s of t h e company as ef May, 1980, were Lynn Sherr ie, F res . , Richard Zipp, Vice-Fres.,
Mike Kress, F i r e Chie f , James ‘ ielch, Edward ‘oodn igh t , and Rodney Toemsmessen, Ass t . F i r e
Chiefs, Thomas Eberwein, Sec., and B i l l Ganshaw, Treas. F i r s t A i d Capta ins a r e Nathew h y e r
and Brad Clark , Capta in , Dave Godfrey, and F i r e P o l i c e Capta in , w i l l i a m Reinbo ld t . Trustees
a r e Don L u f f , Ollie Clark, George Pearce, Fred Lort, and J u l i a s S t a p f .

IN MEMORIAL: Rev. C a r lwW. Cldach, "80, passed ‐ ; suddenly on June 17, 1980. He graduated
from Concordia Seminary in S t . L o u i s and served pas to ra tes a t Owego, Brockpor t ,

and N o r t h K i d g e . A f t e r 29 y e a r s a t S t . Peters, he r e t i r e d as p a s t o r emer i tus and was associ-~
ate pas to r at Concordia Lutheran Church, Beebe Rd. , t h e p a s t 15 y e a r s . He was a member of t h e |
s o c i e t y s i n c e 1976. Sincere condolences a r e extended to h i s w i f e , Alma S u t o r i u s Oldach, and
a l l members of t h e i r Family. Internment was a t S t . Pe te r ' s Cemetery, Nor th Ridge.

x € 4 4M H H MH H
NEW MEMBERS: Wewelcome t h e ‘following new members t h i s month: Robert and Adrianne Gursk i and

3 mos. son Andrew of F lo r i da ; Paul and Cather ine Harold of V i r g i n i a ; Henry P o r t e r
of New Jersey; P h i l i p S. Brown from D i s t r i c t of Columbia; Jonn Eastman of Rochester; Mark and
Monica Eastman of H i l t o n ; Mike and Donna Jordan of N iaga ra F a l l s ; Kathryn Upton of Kenmore;
Frank and Vera C o r n e l l of Lewiston; and Char les Boyer of O l co t t . Also, f rom Wilson, Mar ion
Sheelar, Fenton Cole, C l i f f o r d and L u c i l l e Upton, Ruth Rawlings, and Ada G i l e s . New j u n i o r
members are Mike Evans a n d|heney Edgerton.

HAPPY THOUGHT: If you think you ' re g e t t i n g too nuch government these days, j u s t be happy t h e t |
you ' re not g e t t i n g a l l y o u a r e pay ing f o r .
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SUNDAY HOSTESSES: As summer fades away and a new y e a r beg ins , we cannot o v e r emphasize the

importance of o u r Sunday af ternoon hostesses. Mrs . Margare t Wilson has
accepted t h e chairmanship f o r t h i s v e r y impo r tan t a rea of o p e r a t i n g t h e museum. If y o u have
never served before, t r y i t , we t h i n k y o u ' l l l i k e i t ! V i s i t o r s a r e f r i e n d l y, i nqu i s i t i ve , and
g e n e r a l l y v e r y impressed w i t h t h e museum. I t i s suggested t h a t one hostess remain a t the
guest t a b l e and t h a t t h e o t h e r hostess c i r c u l a t e around rooms and b e avai lable t o answer ques‑
t i o n s . People l o v e t o ask about t h e e x h i b i t s .

Simple instruct ions f o r hostesses a r e on t h e gues t t a b l e in t h e w a i t i n g room, and a key f o r
the museum is ava i l ab le a t Stimson's Barn Shop. Please note t h a t i t i s necessary to use the
sey to l o c k t h e door. I f any prob lems a r i s e , p lease c a l l e i t h e r L o i s Jennings or M i l l i e Croop.

i s . wi lson has announced t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g pe rsons w i l l se rve as hostesses d u r i n g t h e
month of September: S e p t . 7 th , B i l l and Feg F r i t t o n ; S e p t . thth, John and Jane Demmin;
vep t . 2 l s t , Mabel Burrows and Laura E ick ; and S e p t . 28th, Jim and Sharon Monroe.

S4. M Ms MM. vi 4. 3. c v ]

AC.VISITIONS: Adolph Tripansee, Church Rd., Lockpo r t : A "Solar" Carbide B i cyc le Lamp boughtat
B e r t L a f fl e r ' s s to re i n 19163 a lso a S t i l s o n Scale and small G i l l i a n Scale Pat .

J u l y 1, 1890,
hiary Wiseman, Newfane Ye a l t h F a c i l i t y : Framed p i c t u r e o f w i l son H i g h School students taken

about 19143 copy o f a 1 9 1 "Orange & Black", and copy o f "Wilson Chron ic le " da ted 1912. Of
i n t e r e s t is Mrs. Wiseman's corment t h a t she at tended w i l son H i g h two years before Newfane had
a n i g h school.

Senneth Gifford, Newfane: Va r i e t y o f p o s t c a r d s and pho tos i n c l u d i n g v i c t o r y ce lebra t ion o f
casxetoal l team over Newfane; Niagara F a l l s B a p t i s t Church dedication; 1 s t B a p t i s t semi-cen‑
tenn ia l , Oct . 23, 16243 a lso 1910 Commencement I n v i t a t i o n and 1912 Commencement Frogram,

Mike Evans, wi lson: Packing S t e n c i l , "Lucky Zoy Seckel Pears", p i c k l e n e t .
h o b e r t Horton, Wilson: Nineteen wi lson F i r e Co. F i e l d Day Programs d a t i n g 1925 to 1955,
h e r b Kanler, Newfane: Hand carved Basket Handle made by t h e Ind ians.
i r s . h a r i o n Sheelar, w i lson: 1966 Plymouth "Va j i an t " auto in good runn ing condit ion.

* ¢ # 4 & HM H BH H
EFLANNING BOARD: A l l Planning Comm. members p l e a s e no te : Ar thur Schnoor, Chairman, has asked

a l l committee members to meet at 7:00 PM, one hour be fo re t h e r e g u l a r trustee
meet ing h e l d each month on wednesday even ing . Various p r o j e c t s f o r improving t h e museum and
grounds are p lanned and w e w i l l t r y t o keep you informed a s t h i n g s p r o g r e s s . A r t has a lso
scheduled a «ORK DAY f o r Sept . 6th and we hope a l l able bodied men w i l l make an e f f o r t to come
out and lend a hand i n g e t t i n g ou r new year o f f t o a g r e a t s ta r t .

v1 wa cy* K %¢ &£ & £ HF KH
RIVER CRUISE: S i x t y s i x members and guests enjoyed the sunset c ru ise on the Niagara River under

p e r f e c t sky . The scenic t r i p included an offshore view of Old F o r t Niagara and
an u p r i v e r t r i p to Ar tpa rk and back. L i g h t refreshments were ava i l ab le aboard sh ip b u t some
gatnered l a t e r at McDonald's h i s t o r i c Front ier j l o u s e f o r a snack. Dorothy Thi lk is to be com‑
mended f o r arranging a d e l i g h t f u l evening cru ise.

Mv. . Ms. MM M M“ 2 ™3 4% Fe H & wen~ wwn
wELCOME, CHARLES: I t was nice seeing Charles Boyer at the society 's " fl e a market" on Aug. 3rd.

Mr. Boyer, former Curator of t h e Niag. Co. H i s t . Soc. museum at Lockport, is
now r e s i d i n g a t h i s lakeside home i n O l c o t t . E e remains a c t i v e and keeps u p h i s i n t e r e s t i n
n i s t o r i c a l matters a s trustee o f t h e Newfane H i s t . Soc. and d i r e c t o r o f t h e Old F o r t Niagara
Association. ..e a r e p leased t h a t Charles has <1so0 cnosento j o i n t h e Wilson societi.

ew 4 2% 4 H H HH HM ‘
FICNIC: About 25 e lde r l y persons attended t h e annual p i c n i c t h i s yea r as guests of the s o c i e t y. \

Fred Schultz, 92, was p r e s e n t e d w i t h a veau t i f u l bouquet o f flowers a s t h e o l d e s t p e r ‑
son present, "happy b i r thday" was sung to Louis Swick who was to celebrate h i s 91st on Aug.13th,
and A l i c e Nelson of Oriskany,N.Y., attended from t h e f u r t h e s t d is tance away.

awen Heidenfeldt, Chrm., was ass is ted by Jean Hayes and others who helped w i t h p repara t i ons
and serv ing were, Garnette and E lw in Upton, Dorothy Halstead, L a r r y Halstead, Carole Schnoor,
Edna Rose, Jeanne Swanson, Marion Goodrich, Mabel Wilson, Dorothy Linnabery, Dorothy Th i lk ,
and M i l l i e Croop.

% 4 4 4 HH H HM HK KH X
NEw LIFE MEMBER: P h i l i p S. Brown of Washington, D.C., has j o i n e d the Wilson H i s t . Soc. as a

L i f e Member making h im t h e 3 t h in t h a t c lass . ‘when Mr. Brown wrote us and
mentioned t h a t he had seen one of o u r "Newsletters" and wanted to know how he c o u l d g e t more,
we were n o t aware we were cor respond ing w i t h a member o f one o f i i l s o n ' s o l d prominen t fami l ies .
P h i l i p is t h e son of t h e l a t e Sam Brown who r a n M i l l e r and Brown's Grocery & Drygoods s t o r e - ‑
l a t e r known as Welker and Browns--located where S c h e f fl e r ' s now stands. He attended school in
wi lson and Fob Rose was one of h i s schoolmates. Bob's f a t h e r worked f o r Sam Brown and t h e
Srown home is where "Chuck" and Marion Campbell now reside.

Ho 4 M He He H H K H x
DAIRY OFA DEADMAN: A revised ed i t i on of "Dairy of a Deadman", by Jean Ray, is now ava i lab le at

the museum through an arrangement w i t h the Eastern National Parks Service.
Books a r e p r o v i d e d t o u s s o t h a t w e can s e l l them a t t he same p r i c e charged a t National Park
outlets--$3.00 p e r copy. The d a i r y of I r a P e t t i t , Wilson you th who l o s t h i s l i f e i n a confed‑
erate p r i son , has been enhanced by an in te res t i ng epilogue w i t h s to r i es o f o the r f a m i l i - a r
persons such as Will iam H. Holmes, Harvey U. Pease, Enocn P e t t i t , Jason L. P e t t i t , Marv in D.
P e t t i t , W i l l i am H. Sal isbury, Azor Schearer, and Wil l iam H. W r i g h t ,(to mention a few).

% % MN H MH HM HR Hw H &
NEV PRINCIPAL: Wally Goodman w i l l be t h e new Junior H i g h Pr inc ipa l in Wilson rep lac ing Mr. Wes \

Johnson, who res igned . He comes from Niagara-wWheatfield where he helped b u i l d
one of t h e outstanding musical d e p a r t m e n t sin Niagara County. .... The soc ie ty extends i t s
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Wally, Wilson resident and l o n g t ime member o f the Wilson H is t . Soc.
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NHOJACK" LINE: Much of t h e m a t e r i a l we accumulated on t h e "Hojack" r a i l r o a d was pub l i shed inS emedeer’ n e e m f o u r issues of t h e "Newslet ter " dated November, 1977 through February, 1978,
b u t occas iona l ly more in format ion is p r o v i d e d to u s .

Frank: Ww. C o r n e l l o f Lewis ton has a keen i n t e r e s t in t h e h i s t o r y and f u t u r e of t h e "Hojack"
whose r a i l s , i n c i d e n t a l l y , r u n th rough t h e backyard o f h i s Creek Rd. home. H e sent u s a n in‑
t e r e s t i n g copy o f a n o l d newspeper c l i p p i n g da ted March 29, 1875, which descr ibes t h e j o i n i n g
of t h e Lake On ta r i o Shore 2 . i . w i t h t h e N . Y. C e n t r a l t r a c k s at Lewiston. Tracks f o r t h e new
r o a d were descr ibed as e n t e r i n g t h e uppe r p o r t i o n of t h e V i l l a g e of Lewiston and c ross ing t h e
p r i n c i p a l thoroughfa re some d is tance below t h e O ld Academy school and j o i n e d the N.Y. Cen t ra l
t r a c k s about where the present B e l l s Supermarket s tands by means of a t u n n e l b u i l t 20! below
t h e s t r e e t , then the fi n a l sp ike was d r i v e n , a cons t ruc t ion t r a i n drawn by t h e o l d Lake Onta r io
Snore locomotive, t h e "Oswego", passed th rough t h e t u n n e l under main s t r e e t and proceeded to
the C e n t r a l Depot i n Niagara F a l l s .

The "Hojack", fi r s t known as t h e Lake Ontar io Shore R.R . , reached 116 m i l e s f rom Oswego to
Lewiston. The fi r s t r a i l was l a i d at Oswego, May 1, 1873, and 52 m i l e s were completed to
O n t a r i o in 1873-74. The a i l i n g l i n e was purchased on t h e "b lock" by t h e Rome, Watertown, and
Ozdensburg l i n e and roadbed and t r a c k s were completed th rough - i l s o n to Lewis ton in 1876.

OVERSIGHT: chen we at tended t h e Niagara-swheatfie ld Commencement a t A r t p a r k , we l e a r n e d t h a t
Dean Hutchison, son of N r . and i r s . Jack t u t c h i s o n of Sanborn, was a member of t h e

gradue t ing c lass . The Hutchisons a r e members o f tne s o c i e t y and M r. Hutch ison is a l s o a mem~
p e r o f t h e Niagara Wheatfie ld Board o f Educat ion.

TOP SCOUTER: Harn ing t h e award of Earle Scout is no easy t a s k so it is 2 p leasure to note t h a t
Howard Hunter, J r . , attained t h i s h i g h r a n k as a member of t r o o p 6 6 . Je t r u s t

t h a t howle, l i k e t h e American Nagle, w i l l soar to new h e i g h t s when he enters H i l b e r t C o l l e g e .

STUDY GROUP: George Linnabery has agreed t o c h a i r a group i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e s tudy o f a r c h i ‑
t e c t u r a l d e s i g n and d e t a i l o f s t ruc tu res in t h e Wilson area . Photos would be

taxen and p r i n t s k e p t i n 2 p i c t u r e fi l e f o r r e f e r e n c e i n the museum. Anyone i n t e r e s t e d may
c a l l George and l e a r n more about it f r om him.

ave “ 34 M Mw

ERASTMAN FAMILY: Jonn Hastman of Rochester and h i s son, Nark, and w i f e , Monica, of H i l t on , have
j o i n e d t h e s o c i e t y upon learn in , ; t h a t t h e i r ancestor, John Eastman, came to

son w i t h xeuben i n 1810, The p ioneer «wilson and Lastman f a m i l i e s brought t h e i r f a m i l i e s t o
s e shores i n A p r i l t h a t y e a r, and w i t h the h e l p o f G i l b e r t Purdy, b u i l t cabins o n L o t #&2
r the present intersect ion of hap le Rd. and route No.18. A f t e r the Eastman and “ l i l son cab‑

ans were b u i l t , Purdy b u i l t one f o r h imse l f on l o t #26 along 12 Mi le Creek.
John and C la r i ssa hastman had severa l ch i ldren and one o f them, Henry, was born in wilson

J u l y 5, 1815, The Eastmans of Rochester and H i l t o n are descended from t h i s son. The pioneer
John Lastman f a m i l y l i v e d in . i l s o n f o r e i g h t years u n t i l John traded h i s proper ty f o r l a n d
owned by James Cole of eastern Hart land. He l a t e r moved to Chautauqua and died 9/12/1862.

a + x
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2JS2Uii COMMIT?22: Lo is Jennings, Chrm., has announced t h a t there w i l l be a meeting of the mus‑
e u r l comm., «ednesday, September 3rd, at 1:00 PM. Plans f o r exh ib i ts w i l l be

discussed at t h a t time.
Mw % ob & & H H H %

GRIM LESSON: P r i o r to t h e l a n d i n g of t h e Pi lgr ims in 1620, the Neuter Indians were w e l l e s t a b ‑
l i s h e d in t h e lands extending from Lake Michigan to t h e Genessee R i v e r. The i r

name was derivedfrom t h e i r a b i l i t y to remain n e u t r a l and l i v e in peace w i t h t h e Hurons on t h e |
west and the I roquois on t h e east . In 1651, however, t h e war l ike Senecas at tacked t h e peace- |
l o v i n g Neuters, ann ih i l a ted them, and took o v e r t h e i r v i l l a g e s and lands . Two o f these v i l - |
l a g e s were w i t h i n t h e p resen t borders of Niagara County. One occupied t h e s i t e of p resen t
Lewiston and another stood o n t h e mountain r i d g e about one m i l e west o f t h e c i t y o f L o c k p o r t .

The demise of t h e Neuter Ind ians is a g r i m reminder t h a t no nat ion , no mat ter how peace ‑
l o v i n g , can l o n g endure without p rope r defenses a g a i n s t w a r l i k e ne ighbo rs .
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: D r. Jonn Argue, Pres . , has appo in ted t h e f o l l o w i n g work area chairmen f o r |

1980-81: A c q u i s i t i o n s , L o i s Jennings; By-Laws, K a r l w r i g h t ; Caboose, Bob
Rose; Country F a i r , -(pending)3 Genealogical, Ce les te Crawford; Grounds, Elwin Upton; H i se |
t o r i c S i tes , Jan Sporleder; Tours, Dorothy Th i l k ; Housekeeping, B e t t y Stimson; L i b r a r y, C a r o l e ,
Schnoor; Membership, C h r i s t i n e Kelman; Memorial, M i l l i e Croop; Museum, L o i s Jennings; Nominate‑
i n g , w i r t Wakeman; Planning, A r t Schnoor; Program, Dorothy Linnabery; Publications, Don Croop;
P u b l i c i t y, Dorothy Linnabery; Q u i l t , Florence Schultz; Refreshments, Mar ie t ta Goodman; Sunday
Hostesses, Margare t Wilson; and Ways and Means, N e t t i e Stimson. A s incere note of thanks to
those who served t h e s o c i e t y w e l l in t h e p a s t : Whit Barnum, Planning; Edna Rose, Hostesses;
Eleanor Myers, Country F a i r ; John Myers, Nominating 3
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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM: The se lec t ion o f i n t e r e s t i n g programs f o r o u r r e g u l a r monthly meetings may

w e l l b e one o f t he most d i f fi c u l t tasks w e ask o f one o f o u r members.
Dorothy Linnabery, however, has agreed to accept t h e chal lenge f o r another y e a r, and a preview
o f ner proposed programs suggests we have an in te res t i ng year ahead.

The Ward f a m i l y, Wa l l y, Peggy, Bud, and Norma, w i l l s t a r t o f f t h e season at t h e september
meeting on t h e sub jec t of "Ear ly Motor ing in Wilson". M a r i e t t a Goodman has announced t h a t
refreshments w i l l be served by Edna Mar t i n Chrm, Eva Zortman, and Marion P e t t i t .

% oe 4 4 & RH %

SAD FACT: Our l e g i s l a t o r s m igh t b e more i n c l i n e d t o d o something about i n fl a t i o n i f they
d i d n ' t have the power to vote themselves a pay r a i s e whenever they f a l l behind.
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TH NIAGARA AUTOMOBILE: The Wilson Automobile Company g o t o f f to a rough s t a r t in A u g . , 1901,
when Stan ley Dwight and George Brooks completed t h e i r fi r s t "Niagara"

automobile. It was c l e a r f rom t h e s t a r t t h a t w i l son would never become a second D e t r o i t as
oppos i t i on to t h e venture became apparent when the V i l l a g e Board passed a reso lu t i on f o r b i d ‑
d i n g Brooks to r u n an auto f a s t th rough v i l l a g e s t ree ts . In f a c t , many persons f e l t he
shouldn't be al lowed to d r i v e it at a l l as it scared t h e i r horses.

Brooks countered t h a t t he re were many horses on t h e streets t h a t were more dangerous than
h i s auto since they weren't p rope r l y broken by t h e i r owners. He contended t h a t h i s cars, at
l e a s t , were always under p e r f e c t con t ro l and obeyed h i s every command.

S t a n l e y Dwight , owner and manager of t h e company, a l ong w i t h George Brooks, c h i e f mechanic,
made severa l ca rs . The fi r s t was b u i l t i n 1901 at Brook's machine shop located next to t h e
o l d g r i s t m i l l on West Young S t r e e t . In 1903 t h e "Niagara Runabout" was manufactured in the
o l d Creamery b u i l d i n g near t h e Methodist Church. A l though several ca rs were b u i l t and so ld ,
t h e i r dream of hav ing a l a r g e auto company in wi lson was not to b e . The community had l i t t l e
i n t e r e s t i n t h e p r o j e c t and, unable t o ar range fi n a n c i a l back ing , Dwight and Brooks were
f o r c e d t o c l o s e t h e i r d o o r s .
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IN MEMORIAM: Donald G. Southard, 81, passed gway at I n t e r Community Hospi ta l , Newfane, Aug. 29

f o l l o w i n g a short i l l n e s s . He’$gsided in Wilson f o r 53 years and r e t i r e d in 1965
as a fi e l d engineer f o r the Army Corps of Ewgineers. He married Lyd ia Be r l i n of Wilson and
t h e i r one son, Richard, is attorney £@r tkp Town of Wilson. Mr. Southard was a member of S t .
John's Episcopal Church and a member of the s o c i e t y since 1974. Sincere condolences are ex=
tended to h i s wi fe, Lyd ia , t h e i r son, Richard, and other f a m i l y members.
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QUR INDIAN HERITAGE: Many of our customs and way of l i f e have been e f fec ted by the American

Ind ian. A number of highways fo l l ow o l d Indian t r a i l s ; towns, counties,
states, r i v e r s , and mountains bear the names of Ind ian t r i bes ; and even our love f o r hunt ing,
fi s h i n g , and the outeof-doors has f e l t t h e i n fl u e n c e of t h e r e d man. The game of Lacrosse is
r e g a i n i n g p o p u l a r i t y i n t h e s p o r t i n g fi e l d ; modern snowshoes are pa t te rned a f t e r e a r l y I n d i a n
types; and many farmers corncr ibs a r e copies o f those s t y l e d by the Senecas. The Iroquois
Long Houses, b u i l t w i t h p o l e s and covered w i t h bark , may have been the forerunner o f our
modern apartment houses s ince they were d i v i d e d i n t o compartments in which up to 20 f a m i l i e s
sometimes shared l i v i n g quarters. The l i s t cou ld go on and on f o r much t h a t surrounds us
today can be t i e d to the customs or legends of t h e Americam Ind ian .

The l a t e Eber Russel, f a t h e r of Bessie Cole, spent most of h i s l i f e as a crusader f o r t h e
p rese rva t i on o f the Seneca I n d i a n c u l t u r e . While l i v i n g a t Per rysburg , N .Y. , he dug i n t o
some o f t h e ancient b u r i a l mounds, c a r e f u l l y preserved a r t i f a c t s , and recorded many tapes o n
t h e l i f e and customs of t h e Senecas. Results of h i s work may be seen today in t h e museum at
L i t t l e Va l l e y, and a r a r e I n d i a n map hanging in t h e Pat terson Room of the wi lson museum, is
one of severa l drawn by Mr. Russel.
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RANDALL CEMETERY: A n i n t e r e s t i n g p r o j e c t be ing undertaken b y t h e soc ie ty i s the search f o r
tombstones in t h e o l d Randa l l Rd. Cemetery next to B i l l St rassburg 's home.

The cemetery, s t a r t e d in 1845, was t h e b u r i a l ground f o r some of wilson's e a r l y pioneers
i n c l u d i n g Asa and Mary Randall, a f t e r whom t h e road was named. W e a lso have p r o o f t h a t
Timothy Bacheldors is bur ied t h e r e and probab ly some members of t h e Sherman f a m i l y . »

The cemetory, loca ted on town proper ty, was no t k e p t up and growing over w i t h brush so
t h e Hauseman f a m i l y obtained permission to l e v e l o f f t h e p l o t . Markers were covered over but
apparent ly no one was i n t e r e s t e d enough to r e c o r d t h e names of t h e deceased. The proper ty
has been mowed and cared f o r b y t h e S t r a s s b u r g s over t h e past y e a r s .

Dorothy Th i l k , Town Histor ian, has sparked t h e e f f o r t to i d e n t i f y the persons in te r red ,
and has been assis ted in t h e venture Joe H igg ins , Wi l l i am Wilson, Elwin Upton, L l oyd A l b r i g h i
Whit Barnum, George L innabery, and A r t Ness. I f they are successful in determin ing who is
bu r ied there, it is expected t h a t t h e h i s t o r i c s i t e s comm. w i l l have a marker erected w i t h
the names of these e a r l y pioneers on i t .
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BE SURE TO VOTE: Elect ion is the t ime of yea r when candidates r u n f o r p u b l i c o f fi c e , and
America becomes t h e l a n d of promise.
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EVERYONE CAN HELP: I f you wish t o b e a c t i v e i n t h e s o c i e t y w e suggest t h a t o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o
do so a r e un l im i t ed . The g rea t number o f funct ions ou t l i ned in the f o l l o w ‑

i n g committees i l l u s t r a t e s how everyone's t a l e n t s may b e p u t t o use t o h e l p t h e society.
The Acguisit ions Comm. composed of L o i s Jennings, Chrm., Carole Schnoor, Joe Higg ins , and

Dora Wakeman, accepts or dec l ines a r t i c l e s o f f e r e d to t h e s o c i e t y, issues transmission s l i p s ,
and records acqu is i t i ons in t h e aceession book.

The Antique Cars w i t h Bob Rose, Chrm., is respons ib le f o r the care, upkeep, and d i s p l a y of
a l l cars owned o r o n l o a n t o t h e s o c i e t y.

The oy t a u Comm., K a r l Wr igh t , Chrm., composed of 5 members, s h a l l rev iew and update t h e
Const i tu t ion and By-Laws as r e g u l a r l y as necessary.

The Caboose Comm., Bob Rose, Chrm., w i l l be respons ib le f o r the care, upkeep, and renova ‑
t i o n of t h e o l d caboose.

The Country F a i r w i t h M i l l i e Croop and Gwen Heidenfeldt, Co-Chrm., a r e respons ib le f o r
s e l e c t i n g persons t o take charge o f var ious F a i r a c t i v i t i e s and co-operate w i t h them i n
p l a n n i n g and o p e r a t i n g the annual F a i r .

The Genealogical Comm., Celeste Crawford, Chrm., w i l l a r range f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n of genea lo ‑
g i c a l forms o r reco rd sheets. A l l f a m i l y reco rds to be kep t i n a l phabe t i ca l fi l e i n museum.

The Grounds Comm., Elwin Upton, Chrm., s h a l l take charge o f grounds and p l a n t i n g s and see
t h a t lawns are mowed in summer and driveway and p a r k i n g l o t plowed in w i n t e r.

The H i s t o r i c S i t e s Comm., Jan Spor leder, Chrm., w i l l e s t a b l i s h a u t h e n t i c i t y o f s i t e s p r o ‑
posed f o r markers, o rde r markers, and a r r a n g e f o r t h e i r i n s t a l l a t i o n and upkeep.

The Tours Comm., Dorothy Thi lk , Chrm., s h a l l a r range and organ ize h i s t o r i c tours .
The Housekeeping Comm., B e t t y Stimson, Chrm., w i l l see t h a t maseum is cleaned each week,

rep’ .en ish necessary suppl ies as nzeded, and arrange f u r n i t u r e f o r monthly mee t ings .
The Library Comm., Caro le Schnoor, Chrm., s h a l l c o l l e c t , r e p a i r , and a r r a n g e a l l books,

manuscr ipts, newspapers, p i c t u r e s , and co l l ec t i ons of a l i k e nature, f o r easy re fe rence .
The Membership Comm., Chr i s Kelman, Chrm., s h a l l conduct membership dr ives, mainta in an

u p - t o - d a t e l i s t o f a l l members, and supervise membership r e g u l a t i o n s , dues, e t c .
The Memorial Comm., Mi ldred Croop, Chrm., L o i s Jennings, Museum Chrm., Ar thu r Schnoor,

Planning Chrm., and appointee, E r n i e Walpole, is mandated by By- laws. Committee acknowledges
memorial g i f t s , records them in Memorial Book, and makes recommendations f o r use of funds.

The Museum Comm., L o i s Jennings, Chrm., accepts, cleans, r e p a i r s , and s t o r @ a l l g i f t s .
Arranges permanent and spec ia l d i s p l a y s w i t h i d e n t i fi c a t i o n when f e a s i b l e .

The Nominating Comm., W i r t Wakeman, Chrm., Present s l a t e of o f fi c e r s and three trustees
at May meeting to be voted on at annual meeting in June. Assist Fresident in se lec t i ng
Committee Chairmen as needed.

The Planning Comm., Arthur Schnoor, Chrm., w i l l recommend plans to develop or renovate
museums and g r o u n d s , and implement plams w i t h approval of Board of Trustees.

The Program Comms, Dorothy L innabery, Chrm., w i l l : arrange f o r guest speakers, entertainmet,
etc.,at a l l meetings of the soc ie ty

The Publications Comm., Don Croop, Chrm., s h a l l arrange f o r p u b l i c a t i o n of a monthly
Newsletter, bulletins, booklets, membership l i s t s , or other items relevant to the s o c i e t y.

The Publicity Comm., Dorothy Linnabery, Chrm., s h a l l arrange f o r p u b l i c i t y of a l l meetings,
spec ia l events, e tc . , in l o c a l newspapers, TV, or rad io .

The Quilt Comm., Florence Schultz, Chrm., may meet at t h e i r own convenience to sew q u i l t
f o r annual Country F a i r . fncourage and i n s t r u c t new q u i l t e r s .

The Refreshment Comm., M a r i e t t a Goodman, Chrm., w i l l p rov ide a minimum of 3 persons to
serve l i g h t refreshments at month ly mee t ings .

Sunday Hostesses, Margaret Wilson, Chrm., s h a l l contact members to prov ide hostesses to
serve at the museum Sunday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.

The Ways & Means Comm., N e t t i e Stimson, Chrm., s h a l l devise ways and means to r a i s e funds
to operate the s o c i e t y. Committee w i l l be in charge of implementing programs approved.
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MUSEUM EXHIBIT: The September-October d i s p l a y fea tu res "Ladies F i n e r y of the 19th Century",

a theme t h a t gave t h e museum committee an opportuni ty to show some of t he
womens paraphernalia acquired by t h e s o c i e t y d u r i n g t h e past e i g h t years . The November‑
December theme w i l l be in keeping w i t h t h e d o l i d a y Season.
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GIFT IDEAS: Look ing ahead to the Yu le t ide Season t h e age o l d problem pops u p , "What s h a l l I

buy f o r Christmas?" You're in l u c k t h i s year as the Ways and Means Comm. has
p rov ided a good supp ly of note p a p e r, " D a i r y of a Deadman", severa l autographed copies of
"When Being a Boy was Fun", and o t h e r miscellaneous i tems. There is a lso a good supply of
t h e s o c i e t y ' s own book le ts as w e l l as the e v e r popu la r, "Cookbook" , A l l a re reasonably
p r i c e d and exce l l en t f o r exchange g i f t s or t h a t hardeto-p lease r e l a t i v e or f r i e n d .
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FIONEER DAY: The Cambria H i s t . Soc. w i l l h o l d t h e i r 9th annual "Open House" at t he Cambria
F i r e Ha l l , Sunday, October 19th. I t ' s a good date to mark on your calendar.
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HARVEST FESTIVAL: The Newfane H i s t . Soc. w i l l h o l d t h e i r Harvest Fest ival , Sunday, Oct . 5th

from Noon to 5:00 PM. Chowder, Apple But ter, Cider, F lea Market, Disp lays.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR: Some of Wilson's h i s t o r i c dates have been included in the new school calen ‑
dar mai led to town residents r e c e n t l y. Dorothy Th i l k , Town Histor ian, p r o ‑

v ided t h e ma te r i a l to Mr. Stephen J. LaRock, Di rec tor of Curriculum, Wilson Centra l School.

BAKE SALE: A bake sale w i l l be h e l d by ou r soc ie t y a t t h e Town H a l l on e lec t i on day, Nov. l t h .
Please b e t h i n k i n g about f u r n i s h i n g p i e s , b r e a d , cookies and preserves. Voter

turnout may be la rge so t r y to h e l p . Time, 10:00 AMu n t i l so ld out.
x oe H H H H H
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ACQUISITIONS: Hazel LeVan, Ransom v i l l e : The h i s t o r i c school b e l l from the former Randall

7 ' Road schoolhouse; a l s o an " I n Memoriam" ca rd dated 1893.
» Adorno Johnson: An e a r l y 1900 m i l k coo le r t h a t belonged to the l a t e Bu r t Ward.

W i l f o r d Bennett: A wood smoothing p l a n e ove r 100 years o l d .
M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r : B i b l e presented to Samuel K i t t i n g e r in 1881, a lso h i s photograph, and

B u f f a l o Evening News papers dated 1918 & 19h5.
Jean Argue: "Metropolitan Fashions" by B u t t e r i c k Pub l i sh ing Co--good reference book f o r

c l o t h i n g  c l a r i fi c a t i o n .
D r . John Argue: 1695 map of the wor ld .
Jean Capen, Bu r t : Black and wh i te 1 9 1photo of t he Wilson Depot.
Elo ise Culverwel l : S i l v e r Coffee Se rv i ce t h a t belonged to F l o r a P e t t i t Blood.
E l i zabe th Duxbury and Yvonne Smithson, Ransomvil le: Photo of Wilson Main S t ree t . Date

no t y e t established.
Florence Everet t , Ransomville: 1915 p i c t u r e p o s t c a r d of Wilson Union School.
M r. and Mrs. Kenneth Hedley ( v i a D r . Argue): A d v e r t i s i n g Fan; "666" Cure-Al l , p a r t s o f

o l d Edison c y l i n d e r phonograph.
Alonzo Hosey: Parker, Ransomville M i l k Bot t le ; Plaque (Lockport Exchange Trus t Co.); and

1905 N.Y. S ta te map o f a l l ope ra t i ng steam rai l roads, p o s t o f fi c e s , townships, e tc .
Herber t Kahler, Newfane: Horse-drawn excavat ing scoop.
Mary Meahl Kleinhans, Newfane: Wooden crate stamped Niagara County, Pres. Corp . , Wilson.

Crate was on the former Oscar Munch fa rm in East Wilson.
P h y l l i s G i f f o r d McCarthy, Lockpor t : Wicker sui tcase fi l l e d w i t h D o l l Clothes, s k i r t ,

p e t t i c o a t , g loves , and p i l l o w t o p .
Marion Mudge: Top of "Ribbon Qu i l t " .
A l i c e Nelson, Oriskany: Large photo of t h e wi lson Senior Class of 1923 at Washington,D.C.
Kathy Pearce: Three v i n e g a r b o t t l e s f rom t h e former H i n c h l i f f e Vinegar Works, R t . 25 .
Melv in Shippy (v ia D r . Argue): Hand carved walnut scale(ca.1930).
N e t t i e Stimson: Band un i fo rm j a c k e t ; P i c t u re p o s t c a r d of houses on North Lake St. ;and

Yearbooks from Newfane,'37, '39, "hO, " 2 , "5S, "Sh, '56, '65, and '67; Lockport , '09, '38,
"4.0; Barker, '68; and Niagara U n i v e r s i t y, 'hO and 42.

B e t t y Stimson: 1915 D o l l dishes i n box; and smal l framed m i r r o r a d v e r t i s i n g "Town D i n e t t e "
D i n e t t e was owned b y Jack Ruble i n a r e a o f present l i b r a r y ; a lso Lace bed cover le t and
Baby Bonnet.

Janet Spor lede r : 1 D e l f t P l a t e f rom Stokes, Eng. ; "Gainsborough" Tureen; and small
Amethyst bowl.

Garnette Upton: Dress form.
Dor is Ta r r : Tor to ise h a i r comb w i t h green stones.
Joseph Stearns (v ia Herb Kahler): Racoon coat and lad ies undergarments.
Museum Committee: Set of dishes acquired from the F lo ra P e t t i t Blood estate.
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SOUVENIR CABINET: Ne t t i e Stimson, Chrm., Ways & Means, acquired an o l d oak cupboard and d i s ‑

p l a y cabinet which w i l l be used to show the booklets and souvenirs sold by
the soc ie t y. Bur t Jennings spent several days cleaning and r e - fi n i s h i n g the piece which i s
expected to f a c i l i t a t e d i s t r i bu t i on o f our saleable items.
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MISSING: A popcorn scoop was borrowed f rom t h e Wilson Volunteer F i r e Co. to dispense corn

at the "Country F a i r " . The l a s t t ime it was seen was when it was being washed in
the ki tchenette. I f anyone knows of i t s whereabouts, please have it returned.
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AUTUMN DANCE: The Ways & Means Comm. w i l l sponsor another dance, Saturday, October 25th, at

t h e Thomas Marks School. There w i l l be Round & Square dancing to the l i v e l y
music o f t h e "Rhythm A i r e s " , There w i l l b e a p r e - s a l e o f t i c k e t s u n t i l Oc t . 2hth a t $2.50
a person . The p r i c e w i l l be $3.00 at t h e door. Tickets w i l l be avai lable at Okie 's Pharmacy
and the Barn Shoppe on Lake S t . Jun io r members w i l l be g i v e n a chanee f o r f r e e admission
if they can s e l l t i c ke t s . There w i l l be door p r i z e s and l i g h t refreshments avai lable.
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NEW TOUR: Members & f r i ends a r e i n v i t e d to take a r i d e on the "Maid of t he Mis t " , Tuesday,

« S e p t . 30th, a t5:00 PM. W ew i l l meet a t t h e museum a t3:30 P Mt o f o r m car poo ls ,
and it one p e r s o n in each c a r has a "Golden Park Pass", pa rk ing w i l l be f r e e . The cost w i l l
be $2.75 p e r person and 25¢ to enter the tower. Those who choose may have d inner a f t e r a t the
nearby John's Flaming Hear th Motor I nn , or Howard Johnson's Restaurant. If interested, c a l l
Dorothy Th i l k or M i l l i e Croop or Dora Wakeman.
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SUNDAY HOSTESSES: Margaret Wilson has announced t h a t Sunday Hostesses f o r October w i l l be as

fo l lows: Oct . 5th, Mar ie t ta Goodman and Mary Hoople; Oct . 12th, Gary and
Lynn Greenwald; Oct . 19th, E l t o n and Jan i s Kropp; and Oc t . 26th, M r. & Mrs. Thomas Fare.
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CALENDAR: Sep t . 30th: Maid of t h e M i s t Tour at Niagara F a l l s .

Oct . 15th: Planning Comm., 7 PMat museum. Trustees, 8PM at museum.
Oct . 20th: Regular monthly meet ing, 7:30 PMat museum.
Oct. 25th: Autumn Dance at Thomas Marks School. 8:00 to 12:00 PM.
Nov. l t h : Bake Sale a t Town H a l l on E lec t i on Day. 10:00 PMu n t i l so ld ou t .

Ho 4 H Ho & KH H He H

OCTOBER PROGRAM: Our guest at t h e r e g u l a r meet ing w i l l be L a r r y Lash, Phys ica l Education
D i rec to r at Thomas Marks School . L i g h t refreshments w i l l be served by

Gertrude Sc*noor, Chrm., Leona Beutel, and Helen Dinse.
% # # He RK HH H H *

BON MOT: About the o n l y t h i n g t h a t comes to us without e f f o r t is o l d age . (Gloria Pi tzer)
‐ : % H & & H H H H R H ; F e w e e a e
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WOMENS SUFFRAGE: A lady who did much to change the life style of women throughout America
(and Wilson), was one of Rochester’s most famous and controversial citizens,

Susan B. Anthony. During her lifetime she experienced many battles and many defeats, but Ik
years after her death the cause for which she campaigned most, Womens Suffrage, was realized
when the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was adopted, August 26, 1920.

Susan was born in 1820 at Adams, Mass., and grew up to become a schoolteacher. In 1 8h5
she moved to Rochester with her family on a canal packet boat, where she picked fruit and
scrubbed floors on her father's farm near Genesee Park Boulevard and Brook's Avenue.

She later took up the cause for Womens Rights and in 1852 won the privilege of addressing
a State Convention of teachers where previously only men had been allowed to speak. One of
her comments will be long remembered:

"Do you not see that so long as society says that woman has not enough brains to be a
lawyer, doctor, or minister, but has plenty to be a teacher, that every one of you who con­
descends to teach admits he has no more brains than a woman?"

Unwavering in her quest for Womens Suffrage, she also crusaded for temperance and freedom
of the slaves, and helped Clara Barton found, in Rochester, the 2nd Red Cross Chapter in
America. During her declining years, in 1900, she led the fight to admit women to the
University of Rochester.

As Election Day approaches, we are reminded that the right to vote is one of our most
cherished democratic privileges and shouldn't be tossed aside or treated lightly. lour vote
does count, and whether you exercise your voting privilege or not, you must still assume
responsibility for the men and women who take office after November U, 1 980.

When you ladies enter the voting booth, you might give a word of thanks to Susan B.
Anthony, because if it wasn't for her, you might still be trying to tell your husbands how
to vote on Election Day.

**********
VETERAN'S DAY: It is perhaps fitting that Veteran's Day is celebrated November 11th, the same

month as our National Election. It helps to remind us that, but for them, we
might not have the privilege of free elections. Many of the Veterans to be honored on that
day are under medical care—they should not be forgotten.

**********
RANDALL CEMETERY: Several stones were uncovered in the old Randall Road Cemetery last month

laying the foundation for erecting a marker in memory of some of Wilson's
earliest pioneers. About 70 years ago, the markers were covered and the plot leveled off
thus wiping out all signs of a cemetery having been there. The tedious task of finding the
markers and identifying some of the persons interred, was accomplished by Dorothy and Norm
Thilk, Joe Higgins, George Linnabery, Art Ness, Dora Wakeman, Dianne and Iloyd Albright,
Millie Croop, Whit Barnum, and Ethel and Bill Stassburg.

The markers for Asa and Mary Randall, after whom the road was named, were located and
revealed that Asa died June 5» 1858, at age seventy. Mary was 59 when she died and the date
May 17, 18— was on her stone. Also located was their 12 year son, Asa, who died 12/1 3/183h.

The first stone identified was for Timothy Bachelder, who was born August 21, 1788,
and died July 11, 183h. No dates were available for Marion W. Parker, however, a three month
son of George T. and Erminda M. Parker died December 30, 1850. Also identified was 2yr. 6mos.
old Miron M. Morton who died April 29, 1835.

The information obtained reveals that burials were made as early as 1 83h thus making the
cemetery much older than previously thought. It is planned to erect a historic marker at the
site with the names of those interced on it. If anyone reading this can definitely prove
that others are buried there, please notify Dorothy Thilk, Town Historian, so that their
names might also be included on the marker.

**********
FLEAS NEEDED: Edna Rose, Chrm. for the society's "flea market" at next year's "Country Fair",

would appreciate it if everyone would start collecting "fleas" now and bring
them to the regular monthly meetings. She feels this will help eliminate the last minute
rush and allow more time for checking and carefully marking "fleas".

**********
JOB OPPORTUNITY: Invest now. Work for the Lord. Pay is not much, but the retirement plan

is out of this world. Apply upstairs. (Sign in office of Ben Franklin
Homes, York, Pa.)

**********
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NEW MEMBERS: It is a pleasure to welcome eight new members into the society this month:

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Myers, Wilson; Mrs. Kathleen Kraatz, Wilson; James ’’Dutch"
Cornell, Wilson; also, R. Charles Phillips, Rochester, N.Y; Raymond Kellick, Simi Valley,’
California; and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Donner of Ithaca, N.Y.

**********
DONNER GENEALOGY: Henry F. Donner, PhD, Cleveland Heights, Ohio, and cousin Harold L. Donner,

B.S., of Ithaca, N.Y., have compiled an excellent genealogy of the Donner
family dating back to their grandparents, Friederick and Friedericka Donner, who emigrated
to America from Germany in 1862. They bought a 25 acre farm on the Northfield Rd. east of
Millersport where they raised a large family.

Son Charles acquired the family farm from his parents; August settled north of Milleraporf.
off Transit on the Dunnigan Rd; and five other brothers, Fred, Ernest, William, Herman, and
Lewis, settled in the township of Wilson on the Townline Rd. between Ide and Willow Rds.
Henry acquired land on the Daniels Rd. between New and German Rds., while sister, Friedericka
(Donner) Seeloff, settled on the German Road.

Of historical interest is the fact that Henry and Harold’s great-great grandfather, Johan
Donner, was a career soldier who fought under Field Marshall Van Blucher in the "Battle of
Waterloo". Research also has revealed the interesting possibility of relationship to the
leaders of the "Donner Party" who perished in 181:6-1:7 while trying to cross the High Sierras.
Today, the site of their ill-fated crossing bears the family’s name, "Donner Pass".

**********
BAKE SALE: Election Day, Nov. hth, is the date for the society’s annual "Bake Sale"which will

be held at the Town Hall from 10:00 AM on. This event, along with the Fair, are.
the society's two main money-raising projects, so all members are urged to support both to
the extent possible. Out-of-town members, who are unable to participate in local activities,
are invited to join with us to make the Bake Sale a financial success. Donations may be sent
to Millie Croop, treasurer. Lois Barnum, Chairman, suggests that pies, breads, cookies, cup­
cakes and preserves will be welcome.

**********
NEW TOUR: Dorothy Thilk, Chrm., has scheduled another visit to the classic Riviera Theater in

N. Tonawanda, Wednesday evening, Nov. 19th. A bus. will leave the Wilson Museum at
6:30 PM, and transportation and admission will be $5.00 per person. Bus capacity is Uh so
sign up early with either Dorothy or Millie Croop.

**********
SUNDAY HOSTESSES: Margaret Wilson, Chrm., announces that the following persons have agreed

to serve as museum hostesses: Nov. 2nd, Phyllis Hurst and Cheryl Brown;
Nov. 9th, Jean Swanson and Edna Robinson; Nov. 16th, Peggy aaS .felly Ward; Nov. 23rd, Rich­
ard and Bnma Lou Reppentine; and Nov. 30th, Donald and Jane Sinclair.

**********
NOVEMBER PROGRAM: Brian Dunnigan, Curator of Old Fort Niagara, will be guest speaker at the

November 17th meeting. Under his guidance, the old Fort has experienced .
a full program of historic events and archeologic diggings pertinent to its history.

Marietta Goodman, Refreshment Chrm., has arranged for the following persons to serve after
the meeting: Betty Stimson, Chrm., Garnette Upton, and Martha MacAskill.

**********
VISITORS: About 20 members of the Woman's Club of Clarence visited the museum on Oct. 1fcth

and were greeted by Dorothy Thilk and Lois Jennings who showed them around and
served light refreshments. The group later visited the "Cobblestone Trail" and Lois Barnum
graciously opened her home so that the ladies might see the inside of the beautiful old
"English cut" fieldstone house built by William Wilson in 1861.

**********
CONGRATULATIONS: M/Sgt. Howard D. Croop has retired from the U.S. Airforce (SAC) after having

completed 23 yrs. service. He graduated from Wilson Central School in 1957
and resides in Rapid City, S.D. with his wife, Lucille (Nelson), and five children, Donna, 18,
Denise, 11:, Dianne, 13, Kathi, 9, and Casey, four.

**********
NEW FAIR CHAIRMAN; Millie Croop, temporary Fair Chairman, has announced that Sue Toenniessen

has agreed to accept General Chairmanship for next year's big event on
Memorial Day. Sue's acceptance of this important job is especially gratifying as it is yet
another step in the effort to involve more young members in society projects. Millie Croop
and Eleanor Ifyers, who have chaired eight successful Fairs, will assist Sue as well as Gwen
Heidenfeldt.

**********
MUSEUM ACTIVITIES: A $25 donation was received from the Wireless Association which made use

of the museum for a meeting recently.....The Gnostic Guild has been granted
permission to use the museum for a meeting December 16.....John Myers is installing heavy
electrical cable to service the Transportation Building Boh Rose, Chrm., has been given
authority to purchase felt to lay under the antique cars to stop condensation.....The quilt
for next year's Fair is almost completed with work being done at the home of Florence Schultz.
....The Wilson Brothers loaned the society some of their heavy equipment for grounds work.....

■(

CALENDAR: November hth: General Election Day '
November 12th: 7:00 PM, Planning Comm; 8:00PM, Trustees—both meetings at museum.
November 17th: 7:30 PM, Regular monthly meeting at museum.
November 21:th: 1 ;00 PM, Museum Comm, meeting at museum.
November 27th: Thanksgiving.

**********
BON MOT: It’s easy to overcome one’s fear ef flying once you realize that the airlines

wouldn't allow people to use credit cards if flying wasn't safe.
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OLD TIME MOVIES: Laura Alvers Eick recently researched the rise and fall of movie entertain­
ment in the town of Wilson, and thanks to "golden agers" Paul Middleton,

Margaret Wilson, Ida Erion, Elizabeth Duxbury, and Francis Tate, compiled an interesting
history of the "flicks" in Wilson dating back to the early 1900’s.

It seems that Timothy Wilson once supervised most of the amusements and events held at
Tuscarora Park at the turn of the century, and the first silent movies were shown in the old
open pavilion. Each time a showing was held, it was necessary to place canvas curtains all
around the structure. A hand-cranked carbon-arc type projector was used, and Timothy's son,
Floyd, helped with the operation. Floytfs wife, Margaret, recalls that when the operator’s
hand or arm got tired the images on the screen would appear in slow motion, and when he rest­
ed up, the action might be speeded up.

Later, movies were shown in Middleton’s Hall behind the drugstore and benches were used
for seats until folding chairs were installed. In 1910, the Conant and Bryant Power Company
bought land across from Beatrice Salisbury’s home on Harbor Street ushering in the new age
of electricity. An electric projector was then purchased and Floyd, an employee of the pow­
er company, continued to operate the machine in Middleton’s Hall.

One of the first movie news films shown at Middleton's was the Presidential Election of
1912. That was the year the Republican Party split with William Howard Taft the Republican
Nominee,and "Teddy" Roosevelt the candidate for the new "Bull Moose Party". Woodrow Wilson,
the Democratic Nominee, was elected to the Presidency in the three way race. Other features
starred the rising young film star, Pearl White, and serials such as the "Perils of Pauline"
were eagerly awaited by audiences each week. Laura Eick recalls that all the girls got a big
thrill when Rudolph Valentino appeared at Middleton's Hall in the hit movie, "The Shiek".

In 1920, Seymore Erion and Henry Giles built a new theater, "The Gem", on the south side
of Main Street between the present Postoffice and Hamilton and Clark's Furniture store. They
purchased the movie equipment from Middletons and Floyd operated it for about a year when
Benjamin Stone, another electrician, took over the job. Elizabeth Giles Duxbury recalls that
her mother, Ida Giles, along with Mrs. Erion, sold admission tickets. Later a popcorn
machine was added proving that this popular delicacy has long been a treat for movie goers.
In addition to the movies, plays were sometimes presented on stage by High School Seniors.

Prior to the advent of sound movies, a very talented group of pianists set the mood for
the audience by skilfully accompanying the changing action on the screen. The late Earl Mc­
Cormick was one of the first to play at the "Gem", and others included Marjorie Crossman
Hurlburt, her sister Frances, Helen Piggins Borngraeber, Alice Nelson, Laura Alvers Eick,
and Elorence Partington Porter.

Bob Horton related an experience he had when he attended the "Gem" as a youngster. A
prankster, who sat behind him, jabbed him in the rear with a hat pin causing Bob to put up
such a howl he was evicted from the theater. We suppose the moral to that story is, "There
just ain't no justice."

Erion and Giles sold the "Gem" to Michael Radigan in the thirties and the building stood
vacant for awhile. When Francis Tate moved to Wilson, he rented it for about a year. He had
been in the movie business in Pennsylvania and proceeded to make a few repairs and purchased
new seats. In 1938 he bought the building for $1,000 and recalls that,as the new owner,
the first film was shown February 22, 1938. Lena, his wife, also assisted him at the ticket
window. The Tates promoted a very successful movie enterprise in the village for about 20
years during which time many fine feature films were shown such as "Kiss Me Kate", "Gone
with the Wind", and "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs."

Wilson J ost its popular movie theater in 1 960 when Mr. Tate sold the property to Duane
Hill. He converted it to a billiard parlor but the new business venture disappeared from
the Wilson scene when the building burned down Saturday, November 18, 196?.

**********
MUSEUM HOSTESSES: Hostesses at the museum for Sunday afternoons from two to four will be as

follows: Dec. 7th, Beryl Tovell and Elorence Schultz; Dec. 1iith, Bob and
Ruth Thomas; Dec. 21 st, Leonard and Marion Tabor; and Dec 28th, Norma Ward and Margaret
Wilson.

**********
BON MOT: Snowflakes are one of nature's most fragile things, but just look at what they can

do when they stick together. (Vesta M. Kelly)
**********
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IN MEMORIAM; Harold E. Mudge, 77, a descendant of early Wilson families, died recently at

Inter Community Hospital after a short illness. Mr. Mudge was a rocket tech­
nician at Bell Aerospace for many years, an Exempt Fireman of Wilson Vol. Fire Co. #1 , and
an active member of the Wilson Hist. Soc., and Lockport and Ransomville Senior Citizens.
Deepest sympathy is extended to his wife, Marian Henry Mudge, his daughters Mrs. Evan Noreen
Mascle of Williamsport, and Beverly Menshon of Lockport; also his sister, Mrs. Henry (Flor-
ence) Donner of Cleveland Heights, Ohio, and other members of the family.

**********
BAKE SALE; A good response from members and friends combined to make the recent bake sale a

~ big success. Tasty homemade pies, cookies, and breads disappeared quickly proving
that local residents know a good thing when they see it. The Election Day event netted over
$200 and the society is indebted to all those loyal members who took the time to furnish and
bake. Nettie Stimson, Chris Goodman, Lois Barnum, and Millie Lonsbery dispensed the goodies.

**********
HOLLOWEEN DANCE; Attendance at the dance was less than hoped for, however, Carole Schnoor

and her committee deserve a big "thank you" for making all the arrangements.
The consensus of opinion from those who attended was that everyone had a good time.

**********
TOURS: The turbulent tour on the "Maid of the Mist" was one of the society's most exciting

trips, but perhaps the return visit to N. Tonawanda’s Riviera Theater was the most
nostalgic. The beautiful sounds of the old Wurlitzer organ combined with old silent movies
garnered up memories of another era of "past times and pleasures."

**********
GOOD BET: Don't forget the Wilson Hist. Soc. Cookbook when you make out your Christmas list.

It's a perfect gift at $H.5O, and your friends will think of you everytime they
prepare one of those delicious family recipes.

**********
NEW CARS; Dr. John Argue recently gave the society his beautiful 1957 Mark II Lincoln Conti­

nental, and also, through his generosity, has made it possible for the society to
purchase a 1959 Cadillac Convertible. The Cadillac is in "like new" condition, and both
cars will enhance the display in the transportation building. Bob Rose, antique car Chrm.,
suggests that now would be a good time to donate any old car equipment or parts.

**********
TASK OVER; The Randall Rd. Cemetery plot has been smoothed over with about 6 loads of top­

soil, also raked and seeded marking the end to a worthwhile project. A marker
listing the names of those interred is expected to be erected next year. Wirt Wakeman,
"Chuck" Campbell, Elwin Upton, Whit Barnum, and Norm and Dorothy Thilk, pitched in to com­
plete the job. Incidentally, Art Schnoor and Fred Berry raked at the museum the same day.

**********
NEW QUILT; The quilt for next year's Fair is completed and is, without doubt, the prottiest

one to date. Florence Schultz, Chrm., says that it is oversize and suitable for
a double bed. Tickets are being printed and will be available soon.

**********
GOOD TURN; When you drive out the Wilson-Burt Rd., take a minute to look at the "Billy

Sherman" marker west of Ron Zauner’s home. Boy Scouts of troop #67 and leader,
Don Wiltse, did a fine job caring for it this past summer. Shrubs and flowers were planted
and a cute fence was built around the actual gravesite. Ornamental evergreens were donated
by Ron Schearer, Schearer's Nursery, Wilson-Burt Road.

**********
EXHIBIT PLANNED: The exhibit theme for December and January will be "Childrens' Old Fash­

ioned Christinas" featuring aniique furniture, toys, cradles, sleighs, etc.
The display will be supervised by Nettie Stimson and Dorothy Knight.

On Sunday, Dec. 7th, a Christmas tree will be trimmed in the Patterson Room from 1PM on.
Flossie Lortz, Chrm., invites everyone to come and help make the tree the prettiest ever.

**********
BY-LAWS CHANGE: Atthe regular meeting in November, it was voted to change Article XI of the

Constitution and By-Laws to read as follows: The Wilson Hist. Soc., as an
organization, is designed to exist in perpetuity and its existence in fact without termin­
ation. However, if for any reason, an interruption occurs, its possessions are intended to
be transferred to the Town of Wilson, as successor, without restrictions and with the ex­
pectation that the meaning of Article I, section 2, in the broadest sense, will be observed.

**********
DECEMBER PROGRAM: The Dec. 15th meeting, "Step Backward into Christmas", will be another

"make something" party. Eva Zortman has dipped into her childhood and
remembered simple toys she made. Bessie Cole and Edna Robinson are planning taffy pulling,
popping corn, cracking nuts, decorating cookies, etc. Eva will provide most of the materials
needed for such toys as whirligigs, spool tractors, guess book games, "birdies", spool Knit­
ting, bubble pipes, squirt guns, jumping jacks, etc. Members can bring large spools, large
buttons, corn cobs, jack knives, large calendars, pictures suitable for paper dolls or any
simple toy for "Show and Tell". Ladies are requested to wear ribbons in their hair and
gentlemen to wear "Buster Brown" ties. Craft assistance will be provided by Senior and
Junior members of the society.

Refreshment hostesses for the evening will be Edna Robinson, Chrm., Dianne Albright, and
Gwen Heidenfeldt.

**********
FINAL TOUCH; Dora Wakeman's interesting "historic minute" at the November meeting covered

Wilson's first Armistice Day celebration. Laura Eick, pianist, played songs
from World War I, and "you ain’t heard nothing yet", if you haven’t heard our members singl

■a-*********


