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PRESBYTERIAN SABBATH SCHOOL: Miss Helen Stevens provided the material
from which we were able to record some interesting historic facts about
Wilson's first Sunday School. Helen's great Uncle, Elmer Bickford, was a
prominent member of the congregation when the Sabbath School celebrated
its first semi-centennial in 1870,

The school was established in 1820 and some of the early founders were:
Deacon Daniel Holmes, Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Pratt, Mr. Luman Case, Mrs.
Sally Holmes, and Richard C. Holmes.

The schoolhouse where the first Sunday School was held was on Lake Rd.
two and one quarter miles from the village on land owned by Luther Wilson.
The property later became known as the Sayre Farm. The hearth in the
schoolhouse was wide, and a chimney of sticks and clay was built up on the
outside. Furnishings consisted of an unpainted pine table and a single
chair. Desks with suitable seats were fastened to the outer inside wall
of the building, and during public worship, additional "loose" seats were
arranged in the middle of the room.

The early pioneers spent mary .days of hard labor removing the dense
tangle of underbrush and virgin timber that covered the area. It was not
uncommon for children walking to Sabbath School to see the tracks of
wolves and bears crossing their path. The boys and girls had to walk i
bgcause fast horses and Sunday afternoon drives were unheard of in the
1820's. .

The clothing worn by the children was very much alike, so nobody was
hindered from attending Sabbath School because of their dress. Although
the garments were worn all during the week, meticulous mothers always
made sure the clothing was clean and pressed for Sunday. In the summer,
the children all attended barefoot, and the boys were usually in their
shirtsleeves. If a girl's bonnet gave out, they would place colorful
bandannas over their heads rather than stay away from Sabbath School
until new ones could be acquired.

The great aim of the early Sunday School was to familiarize scholars
as much as possible with the language of the Scriptures. Children were
encouraged to commit large portions of the Bible to memory every week,

A scholar was expected to recite at least a chapter every week and it was
quite common to repeat 50 or 60 verses. Singing was sparse and seldom
was more than one hymn sung during a session.

Library material and religious papers were also little known, but
young people read books such as "Pilgrim'’s Progress", "The Holy War",
"Rowland Hills' Village Dialogues", and others of the same type over and
over again. Since there was a great shortage of books, none of any con-
sequence was read only once.

After the Sunday School had been in operation for a while, it was
decided to move it to a schoolhouse on Townline Road where the settle-
ment was more thickly populated. The school was located on property that
was to later become known as the Harvey N. Johnson farm,

In 1828 there was a religious revival in the town of Wilson, and
young Christian converts of the Presbyterian Church systematically organ-
ized and maintained Sunday Schools in every district of the town. When
the Presbyterian Church was built in the village in 1835 all the town
schools were merged into a general Church School,

Ninety-five years later on July 25, 1930, Rev. Gordon A. Neufang of
Lewiston was authorized by the Niagara Presbytery to grant church letters
to all members of the Wilson Presbyterian Church thus ending the Society
in Wilson after having exerted a strong influence on the Community for
one hundred and ten years.
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STOP! LOOK! and LISTEN! by Miss Flossie Lortz

There is a beauty and song in the village of Wilson and surrounding
area, Whatever the season, however, we are fortunate in the number of birds
that come here. During the long winter months, gulls settle like snowflakes
on the piers or icy lake waters. If you have a bird feeder, chickadees,
juncos, tree sparrows, and evening grosbeaks enjoy your generosity along
with the blue jJjays and cardinals.

After a seemingly long winter of snow, ice, and rough winds, the coming
of spring, heralded by pussy willows, snowdrops, and the first geese flying
north, delights us. In the early morning or late afternoon, the whistle of
cardinals or racous scolding of blue jays may be heard along Lake or
McChesney streets.

Any day in summer, watch martins at Art Schnoors home as they gracefully
swoop and feed on mosquitos. Red-headed woodpeckers are rare, yet you may
find them in an old tree in the Schearer yard on Ontario street.

Take time to sit along the bank behind the T~Club and with patience you
will be rewarded by the sight of mallards, sora rails, and an occasional

"king fisher., If you are lucky and more venturesome, you may see the great
blue and little green herons and dozensof red-winged blackbirds and bitterns
in the swamps behind the cemetery.

Blue birds are scarce but they have been seen in the vicinity of Maple
road and route #18, Goldfinches and yellow warblers are common thruout the
town while a flash of orange in an orchard will indicate a Baltimore oriole.
Catbirds sing in the low trees, and cedar waxwings like the berries of the
mountain ash, Kildeer and meadowlarks abound in the fields while morning-
doves like to nest in the pines. A great variety of hawks and owls help
keep the field mouse population down. Small ponds and marshes thruout the
town lure migratory birds which may be seen in abundance in the spring and
i%ll, while the beautiful ring-necked pheasant attracts many sportsmen to

. the area.

With the first frost and hint of winter in the air, the geese fly north,
and the friendly robin disappears. This is the time to set up your bird
feeder., However, if you do, be sure you keep it filled all winter as the
birds soon learn to depend on it.

The Wilson Free Library has several very fine bird books such as "Song
Birds in Your Garden", by John Terris:; "The Bird Watcher's Guide",by Henry
Hill Collins, Jr., and several books with beautiful pictures for your
enjoyment. Much pleasure can be had "bird watching", and you will have many
a pleasant experience if you do. STOP! LOOK! and LISTEN!

* * * * * *

FOR POSTERITY: A family information sheet has been made up in
co-operation with the Library Committee which could become a vital part of
the proposed genealogical records to be kept on file in the Museum Library.
The sheets will be mailed to all Historical Society members, and it is
hoped that most will be returned.

It is easy to put off until tonorrow something that could be done so
easily today. Just a few minutes of your time now could provide accurate
information that might prove very helpful to one of your descendents. So
when your sheets arrive, please fill them out and return to Millie
Middleton, Chrm. of the library committee, or a member of her committee:
Eloise Culverwell, Marie Reynolds, Kay Ness, Dianne Albright, Zilpha Petty,
Nancy Kent, Dora Wakeman, and Lois Jennings,

T
A THOUGHT FOR TODAY: Woodrow Wilson once said, "I believe in Democracy

because it releases the energies of every human being."
- s ®o.ox L) L 2
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DEVELOPEMENT OF THE VILLAGE OF WILSON

Luther Wilson was considered the business genius of his family, and was
more prominently identified with the early enterprises in town than was his
father. He was untiring in his energy and public spirit, and there were few
early improvements that weren't a monument to his perseverance.

He started the village of Wilson by having a portion of his lands sur-
veyed into village lots by Jesse P, Haines in 1842, These lands were at the
southeast corner of Lot #9, township 15, range 8 of the Holland Land Co.
survey. It was bounded on the east by Lake Street, north by the lands of
Luman Case, and south by the lands of Simon Sheldon. A map was filed in the
County Clerk's Office,

Soon after, Simon Sheldon had his farm divided into lots by surveyor
William Woods on the northeast corner of Lot #8, township 15, range 8.

There was further developement when Andrew Brown sold off all his front-
age on the northwest corner of Lot #90, township 15, range 7, with the ex-
ception of the lot on which he lived. His property was bounded on the west
by Lake Street and south by Youngstown Road east.

John Onderdonk, who came to Wilson.about 1850, purchased a farm on the

southwest corner of Lot #91, township 15, range 8 which he quickly sold off ..

. Tor village lots.

The first complete map of the villdgk was made in 1889 by surveyor
Eldert V. W. Dox, and copies were filed in the State Comptroller's Office,
. Niagara County Clerk's Office, and Village Clerk's Office. The one in the
" village was destroyed by fire.

... Wilson was incorporated as a village by act of the New York State Leg-
islature on May 11, 1858. The corporation boundaries included 416 acres of
land and the population was about 715 persones.

The first village officers were: Luther Wilson, Pres., and John Hosmer,
Village Clerk, Trustees were: Lauren D, Wilson, Reuben F. Wilson, Henry S.
McChesney, and William P. Grout.

* * *. * * *

NEW MEMBERS: We are happy to welcome the following new members into the
Wilson Historical Society: Mr. and Mrs. Donald Southard Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Thomas, Stuart Forsyth, Peter Jones, and Jeff and Tammy Monroe of
Wilsony Laurie and Jeffrey Albright of Newfane; and Mr. Dennis Horvath,
and Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Ranken, Margaret and Gordon, of Ransomville,

Active membership has now reached a total of 325, with 291 adults and
34 Juniors on the rolls,

* ¥ ¥ X X *

THUNMBNAIL SKETCH: Jennie Elizabeth Pettit Treichler was born in Wilson
in 1884, She was a schoolteacher and received her education at Wilson High
School and Oswego Normal School. Jennie is a member of the 1st Baptist
Church of Wilson and Order of the Eastern Star, Lodge No. 268.

She has 12 grandchildren and four great grandchildren, and her father,
Levi Pettit, was a Civil War Veteran.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ X *

DECENMBER MEETINGS: Anyone who would like to help trim the Christmas tree
this year, please be at the Museum Wednesday evening, December 11th at 7 PM
A Board of Trustee meeting will follow at 8:30 PM,

The regular monthly meeting will be held Monday evening, Dec. 16th, at
7t30 PM. A Christmas Carol Songfest will be featured with Berne Kent at the
piano. Everyone is requested to bring a $1.00 gift to exchange. Please mark

~gifts "Man", "Woman", "Jr. Boy", or "Jr. Girl" as applicable,

Refreshment Hostesses will be Millie Croop, Sue Cruickshank, and
Mildred Faraday. "At Christmas,play and make good cheer, For Christmas

comes but once a year.”
#* * * * * *









