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SAVE THE "HOJAUK"

Efforts by Assemblyman John B. Daly, Officials of local towns, and mem-
bers of the Niagara County Legislature, to save the old "Hojack" line, em-
phasizes the growing concern of all residents of Niagara and Orleans Coun-
ties that abandonment of the lake shore line could adversely effect the bus=-
iness and agricultural interests of everyone in our area.

Today, when we see trains limping over the long neglected Penn Central .
tracks at. less than 4 miles per hour, we are reminded that 1t was not always
SO,

The railroad was organized in 1870 with most of the towns along the route
bonded to build it. Wilson's share was $117,000, and Reuben F., Wilson was
one of the first Directors. Work progressed slowly, and when tracks were
finally laid from Rochester to ¥endall, the line was an insignificant little
railroad consisting of two second-hand locomotives, two passenger cars, and
about 50 to 60 freight cars. The lake shore road never came close to pros-
pering until the Rome, datertown, and Cgdensburg railroad bought it on the
block at Oswego in 1876.

In that same year the line was completed from ¥endall to Lewiston, and
passenger trains passed through 'ilson for the first time on June 12, 1876.
However, the R.¥W. &0. fell upon hard times until 1883 when it was reorgan-
ized under Pres. Charles Parsons, who proceeded to make the "Hojack" one of
the most prosperous lines in the east. Tarnings went up and up until finally
the New York Central, not unaware of the railroad's success, leased the en-
tire road and property on F'arch 14, 1891,

The single track line contlnued to prosper under the N,Y.C. who operated
many excursions and famous high speed trains over it such as the "Wabash"
and "White Mountain Express". Special fruit trains were scheduled in season
to Boston and other eastern cities and thousands of barrels were shipped
from Wilson each week., Cn November 8, 1900, the largest train to ever enter
Niagara Falls from ¥ilson and points east, contained 57 cars of apples and
cabbage., In addition to the thousands of tons of cabbage and fruit shipped
each year from *Yilson, lumber products, and extensive coal, grain, and poul-
try operations were carried on.

After 1900, students and shoppers commuted both east and west of the
village on local passenger trains, but by the early 1930's, changing times
and changing transportation methods brought new financial worries to the
New York Central. It finally merged with the Pennsylvania Railroad under the
name Penn-Central, but today the line is bankrupt, and efforts are being
made to abandon the once prosperous lake shore road.

The energy crisis has brought new meaning and new hope for the failing
line, however, and if Assemblyman Daly and his committee can convince the
people who control the old "Hojack", that the rail line is not dead, but
merely waiting for another chance to prove its worth, it is possitle that
it may once again become.-a vital link in the economic growth of not only
¥ilson, but Niagara and Crleans Counties as well,

#* #* #* * 3+ #*

READY TO GC: Ollie Clark has presented an estimate of what it would cost
to remodel part of the freight room into a new meeting room. The approximate
cost would be $800 for a 20' section, and this would include all materials
except floor covering and labor. The Board of Trustees have voted approval
. and it is hoped most of the work can be done with volunteer help under
Cllie's supervision. It is hoped that all historical men who can "Hit the
hammer 'mit the nail”, will step forward and give of their time and talent
so that this worthy project can be completed.

"0il your tools, sharpen your saws; say 'bye to your wife, it's for a
good cause,"”

#* #* #* * * #*

BON MOT: There is no real wealth but the labor of man. (Shelley)
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AN OPTIMISTIC LOOK TO THE FUTURE

Mr. Karl S, Wright, Vice-Pres. of the Wilson Historical Society, and

former Traffic Manager for the Carborundum Co., recently wrote a resume of
" the Society's achievements over the past three years which we feel should
be shared with all our members:

"Probably the most valuable asset our Historical Society has realized
since its founding in 1972, has been the enthusiastic response received
from its members. It would be impossible to place even a close estimate on
the amount of money these willing and skilled volunteers have saved us. The
record is truly impressive.

At the Museum, a wall was moved to enlarge the area for two rest rooms
and a library.It is estimated that at least $1500 was saved. Our women
then scrubbed and painted walls and ceilingss the men laid carpet, flooring
and tilej; volunteers (not always members) answered every call for clean-up
or major moving jobs---and there have been many.

An estimate of $2300 was judged to be too high to sandblast the build-
ing in preparation for painting, so volunteers responded to the call to _
scrape the exterior, and they were followed by a crew of skilled painters. ="
What was once a dull building became an attractive asset, and perhaps
$3,000 could be calculated as the amount saved.

I say these united efforts are not unlike the determined spirit of our
hardy forebears who joined together to carve their homes out of the wilder-
ness.

I salute the diligent efforts of the Library and Museum Committees who,
as the volume of acquired contents and need for their display become ever
greater, create steady week-by-week progress within the Museum. No doubt
this has contributed to the interest and encouraging remarks from our visit-
ors and own members.

We can't help being optimistic as we look ahead and contemplate plans
for a new and larger meeting room; prepare and plan for our 3rd "0ld
Fashioned Fair" in May; and restore our most recent acquisition, the old
caboose, to its original state.

I have a friend who, when presenting proposals or reports, uses the
expression, "How does that grab you?". Well, the achievements already reach-
ed by our Society really "Grabs pe!"“.

Recently a guest, after attending one of our meetings and listening to
the reading of the minutes turned to me and said, “There's nothing wrong
with this organization."

How does that grabd you?"

* * * * * *

NEW MEMBERS: The Society extends a welcome to the_following persons who
now bring our total membership to 3831 Mrs. Jean Hayes, Newfane; Mr. and
Mrs. Delbert Pfohl, Sanborn;and David Adams and Edward Kent of Wilson.

* * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM: O. Floyd Wilson, a native of Wilson and resident of the
FPairchild Nursing Home at Lewiston, died recently after a three month ill-
ness. The Society extends its sympathy to members of the family.

* * * * * *

THUMBNAIL SKETCH: Ruth Mudge Stedman was born in 1896 at Newfane, N.Y.
She had two children, William Stedman, and Mrs. Lois Barnum---also eight
grandchildren. She attended Wilson High School and is a member of the Wilson
Historical Society.

Her father, William Mudge, was an assistant to Assemblyman Draper at
Alvany. Her grandfather, Adelbert Mudge, was the last surviving Civil War
veteran in this area.

* * * » * »
BON MOT: Grandchildren are Cod&s way of compensating us for growing old.

(Waldrip)
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"THRESHING TIME & HUSKIN® BEES"

Mrs, Anna Huebner Karsten recalled that, "Harry Halstead and his boys
did most of the threshing in the East Wilson community, and he would first
check with all the farmers to see when they would be ready for him., Then
their big black engine would come chugging along spewing out great puffs
ofblack smoke. They usually'set up'at night after much maneuvering and
yelling, and the next morning before dawn, Harry would stoke up the fire
in the boiler. By sunrise, farmers would come from every direction.
Everyone helped everyone else, and money never passed hands during the
threshing season. The monstrous noisy machine did a good job as the yellow
grain flowed into bushel baskets and the straw chaff blew out into the
barnyard where it was shaped into a mammouth yellow stack.

At dinner time the dirty, sweat-covered men would wash outside at a
stand with soap and nice soft rainwater. They would then set under a shade
treeand have a cooling glass of hard cider. When they sat down to eat
dinner there was never a lagging appetite. We used some of our own cured
hams, and it seems as though there were mountains of mashed potatoes and
gravy as well as several kinds of vegetables, pickles, home made breads
and butter, cherry or apple piep and~gallons of hot coffee.

It was hard work but a joyful occasion with plenty of laughter--usually
at the expense of the younger boys ] ust learning., Chores were done late at -
night, and when the cows were brought in from pasture, they always reminded
me of children as they ran gaily 'round and ‘round the new straw stack
until wearing it down until it looked like a huge mushroom.

Another social gathering that young people especially looked forward to
were the corn huskin' bees. The husks were pulled from the corn and stuffed
into bags which were then sold for bed ticks. The corn was put in a gran-
aryfor livestock feeding. Around midnight a big meal was served, and square
dancing generally took over on the barn floor with everyone joining in and
having a wonderful time.

* * * * * * * *

MUSEUM ACTIVITIES: Month's Exhibit: Majolicaware (Ella Mae Baker). Next
month, "Milkglass-Victorian": (See Anna Mae Nevins & Verna Caufield).

May 10th: First cleanup day for Fair. Joe Higgins hopes that everyone
will pitch in at 9:30 AM to make the museum look "Kissing Clean".

May 14th: Trustee meeting, 8 PM Wednesday evening at Museum.

May 17th: Second cleanup for Fair. (Ladies--the men have turned out
faithfully for weeks. Heres your chance to help too. Start at 9:30 AM.

May 19th: Regular Meeting, 7:30 PM lMonday evening at museum. Guest will
be Mrs. Ruth Ginther from Niagara County Historical Society. Her topie will
be "Yesterday, today, and tomorrow's heritage". She will model ligerie and
hats of 100 yrs ago.

Hostesses will be Lois Jennings, Chris Kellman, and Doris Tarr.

lfay 26th: "OLD FASHICNED FAIR". All Day.

%+ * * * 4+ * #* *

THANXKS A LCT: The Board of Trustees has authorized Millie Middleton and
Dorothy Thilk to purchase a suitable clock for the meeting room from money
donated to the Society during the past two years by Mr. W. H. Moody of
Connecticut. Ye are indebted to Mr. Moody for this much needed addition to
the museum.

¥illie Croop,Treasurer, has been asked to contact all committee chair-
men for their recommendations in order to make up next year's budget. .

#* * * * * * * i#*

HISTORICAL NIGHT: The 3rd International Historical Night will be held
at the Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Chippewa,Ontario at 7:00 o'clook Wed-
nesday evening, May 7th, Included in the program will b2 a tour of the

church and refreshments at 9:45 PM,
* * * * +* * * *
















































