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O n December 21 , 1919, a c h a r t e r a p p l i c a t i o n was s e n t t o t h e Department o f New Yo r k , Ameri‑
can Leg ion , and on February 3, 1920, a c h a r t e r was issued f o r Wi lson 's Mar t i n F. Jennings
American Leg ion P o s t #836.

C h a r t e r members of t h e n e w l y organized P o s t were: H a r o l d Warden, F. C l a r e Coe , Rahph H.
Bicgins, H a r r y L. B i g g i n s , Haro ld L. Teague, Roy E. DeNeau, Herman W. S m i t h , Ra lph K.
G i l e s , M o r t o n H . M c C l e l l a n , S t a n l e y F. G i l e s , C a r l F. A b e l , A l b e r t W. Johnson , Eugene
W. E r h a r t , L e s l i e F. M a r k s , and Hyman E ins te i n .

P a s t Commanders of t h e P o s t , which now numbers n e a r l y 35 members, were Edward A l l g e i e r ,
Don L u f f , Don Kerw in , and F l o y d "Red" C l a r k .

To d a y, t h e P o s t Commander is John Demmin, anc o t h e r o f fi c e r s inc lude Howard H u n t e r , ad j u t an t ,
Wende l l S t r u b i n g , Gera ld Smi th , Randa l l G a l g e n , and J a c k Linnenbank.

O t h e r prominent members of t h e community who belonged to Mar t i n F. Jennings P o s t #836 were
Mayor Rober t H o r t o n , Superv isor H a r o l d Mosher, Sony S t a p f , Norm S h e r r i e , B i l l S c h e f fl e r ,
and Gordon Hausman.

The l o c a l Pos t has conducted Memorial Day services f o r veterans at Greenwood Cemetery f o r
many years, and more r e c e n t l y a second service has been conducted around noon at t h e Ve t e r a n ' s
Memorial Marker on the museum grounds.

The Legion a l s o p l a c e s American F l a g s on the graves of t h e men and women who served t h e i r
country in the armed f o r c e s .

The American Legion was b o r n at a caucus of 1,000 members of t h e American Expedit ionary
Forces o f World War I a t P a r i s , F r a n c e , o n March 15-17, 1919.

The Legion i s a p a t r i o t i c , n o n - p o l i t i c a l , ’ non-mi l i ta ry organizat ion, and was incorporated
by an Ac t of Congress on September 16 , 1919.

‘ The organizat ion fi r s t included vete rans f r o m World War I , World War I I , and K o r e a , b u t
l a t e r , b o t h men and women who s e r v e d honorab ly in Vie tnam, Granada, B e i r u t , Lebanon, and t h e
G u l f W a r , became e l i g i b l e f o r membership.

Some notewor thy a c t i v i t i e s engaged in N a t i o n a l l y by t h e American Legion include sponsorship
of candidates f o r B o y ' s S t a t e ; l oan ing H o s p i t a l Equipment to those in need; b u i l d i n g a t h l e t i c
fi e l d s f o r L i t t l e League, g i r l s ' s o f t b a l l , and soccer l e a g u e teams; p r o v i d i n g meet ing p l a c e s
f o r Sen io r C i t i z e n s ; and making donat ions to disabled ve te rans in VA Hosp i ta ls at Christmas.

* * * * * * *% * * ve
NEW MEMBERS:

The l a t e s t new members t o j o i n t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y a r e , Jamie E . Moxham o f Wi lson,
and j u n i o r members B r e n n a n and Zachary Moxham; a l s o , Dana Druckenmi l ler of D a l l a s , T X ,
Richard and Sharan Heximer o f L o c k p o r t , N Y. and Ann Mar ie B r o g a n , o f West S e n e c a , N Y.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Mabel B . B u r r o w s o f B u r t , N Y, h a s donated two P a n t a l o o n s ; 3 Aprons; Ladies V e l v e t H a t ;
B l a c k Shawl ; Long White P e t t i c o a t ; B l a c k S l i p p e r s ; L o n g Lad ies G l o v e s ; O l d Pos tca rds ; 1895 Board
o f Education Book ; I t e m s f r o m Phoebe Campbe l l , g -g -g randmother o f Mabel B u r r o w s .

P h y l i s G i f f o r d S t e w a r t , L o c k p o r t : B i b l e B i r thday B o o k owned by Anna G i f fo rd - -con ta ins many
b i r t h d a y s and happenings of many o l d Wilson r e s i d e n t s . A l s o B i b l e , 1930; and 3 Wise 01d O w l s ,
e a r l y to mic 1930 ' s .

E l t o n Kropp : E a r l y e l e c t r i c h e a t e r and e a r l y wood b o x (Acme Soap Adv. ) a l s o Ra i l r oad C a l e n ‑
Gar (1948) ; P e t t i t C o a l Thermometer ; and E a r l Brydges Campaizn Pens and Matches . H i s t o r i c a l
Soc ie t y F a i r p i t c h e r s ; L ions C l u b p roduc t i on programs o f "F idd le r on t h e R o o f " and "King and I . "

O s c a r Munch, J r . , F L : O r i g i n a l Ta x L i s t f o r E a s t Wi lson S c h o o l D i s t r i c t # 7 , C h e s t n u t Road.
Bea t r i ce Rockwood, Newfane: F i ve Books on t h e American Revo lu t i on . "The To r c h i s Passed" ;
Pheto of Townline Road Schoo l ( 1 8 9 0 ) ; Wi lson H i g h S c h o o l Commencements and C l a s s Day P r o g r a m s ,
1935, 1936, 1937, and 1981. Harpers Weekly, 1801; B u f f a l o Cour ier Express (1895); C h r i s t i a n
Advocate, 1885, 1901; Union Sun & J o u r n a l Scraphook (1980 ) : "The M a i l E x p r e s s " ; 1901 "S ing O u t " .

Don Croop: 2 7 Photos o f Museum and H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty e v e n t s ; N e w s l e t t e r s , indexed w i t h
p l a s t i c c o v e r s , J a n . 1992 t h r o u g h Dec . 1995.

Robin Kovacz, Ransomville: A l g e b r a B o o k , 1866; and Schoo l anc F i e l d Book of B o t o n y, 1869.
F l o y d C l a r k : 1969 Conver t ib le F o r d Mustang in good cond i t i on .
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BON MOT: Some p e o p l e have t h e r i g h t aim i n l i f e Du t never p u l l t h e t r i g g e r .
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January 1996 (Face 2)

IMPORTANT MEETING NOTICE:
The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w i l l d iscont inue mon th l y p rog ram meetings d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r

montns o f J a n u a r y, F e r u a r y , and March . M o n t h l y meetings w i l l resume i n A p r i l , 1996.
The museum is a l s o c l osed to v i s i t o r s c u r i n g J a n u a r y, Feb rua ry, and March , b u t t h e p u b l i c

w i l l aga in be welcome when t h e museum re-opens Sunday, A p r i l 7 t h , f r o m 2 to 4 p .m.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW L IFE MEMBER:

It is a r e a l p l e a s u r e to welcome Naomi B e u t e l Tompkins, who has jo ined t h e L i f e Membership
C l a s s o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Naomi was b o r n in Wilson September 1 3 , 1912, t h e d a u g h t e r of Henry and Mary Trippensee
B e u t e l . She a t tended t h e D i s t r i c t #13 schoo lhouse, and gradu2ted f r o m Wilson High Schoo l
in 1930.

She is a P a s t Nob le Grand of t h e Rebekah Lodge in S a n b o r n , and a t tends t h e Sanborn Methodist
Church and t h e F i r s t Presby te r ian Church a t V e r o Beach , F L .

She marr ied Ra lph J . T o m p k i n s ,and t h e y h a d t h r e e c h i l d r e n ; Ke i th Tompkins o f Ches te r l and ,
OK; Dav id Tompkins of Mich igan C i t y , I N ; and Rober t (deceased) and Katherine DiMare of Ve r o
Beach, F L . * * * * * * * * * *
WOMAN WON WAGER:

I n a n 1893 e d i t i o n o f t h e o l d B u f f a l o C o u r i e r , a c o n s t r u c t i o n e n g i n e e r
f o r t h e L o c k p o r t & Niagara F a l l s R a i l r o a d , Stephen S u l t , r e c a l l e d a n inc iden t t h a t occur red
back in t h e 1830's when t h e o l d steam t r a i n s w e r e ' t t o o speedy.

I t seems t h a t a l a d y by t h e name of M r s . W. S t o r r s o f L o c k p o r t , cha l lenged t h e t r a i n crew
and t o l d them t h a t i f t h e y would g i v e h e r a n h o u r head s t a r t , she c o u l d b e a t t h e t r a i n t o
Niagara F a l l s by walk ing t h e 24 m i l e d i s tance .

The C r e w, confident t h e y c o u l d r e a c h t h e F a l l s fi r s t , accepted t h e c h a l l e n g e , w i t h t h e
wager be ing one handkerchief .

The race s t a r t e d as p lanned , b u t much to t h e i r c h a g r i n , when t h e t r a i n p u l l e d i n t o t h e
te rm ina l a t Niagara F a l l s , M r s . S t o r r s was s i t t i n g on t h e s t e p s o f t h e C a t a r a c t House wa i t i ng
f o r them.

F o u r t e e n yea rs l a t e r , t h e o l d s h o r t l i n e between L o c k p o r t and Niagara F a l l s was abandoned
and graded o v e r . * * * * * * * * * *
STRING QUARTET PERFORMS:

The Cantible S t r i n g Q u a r t e t , w i t h P e t e r C . Smith, gues t c l a r i n e t i s t , gave a two hour
concer t a t the Wilson museum r e c e n t l y .

P e t e r Smith, fi r s t cha i r c l a r i ne t w i th t h e Niagara Symphony O r c h e s t r a , i s a l s o o r g a n i s t ‑
cho i r d i rec to r of Riverside Presbyter ian Church in t h e F a l l s , and p l a y s organ at Niagara Uni ‑
v e r s i t y and S t , Mary o f t h e C a t a r a c t R .C . Church.

The musical program was sponsored by t h e Friends of t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y, and was w e l l
received by an appreciat ive audience. M r s . Sh i r ley Evans is President of t h e L ib ra ry Assoc.

* t e * * * * k o k * *

WHY WORRY?
Have you e v e r no t i ced how some p e o p l e s t a r t a c t i n g o l d when t h e y r e a c h e igh ty? Many o f

them s t a r t t a k i n g s h o r t e r s t e p s , o r even " g r u n t " a l i t t l e when t h e y s i t down o r g e t u p . Some
even s p i l l food o n t h e m s e l v e s , o r f a l l a s l e e p w h i l e y o u ' r e t a l k i n g t o them.

I n s p i t e o f th i s , t h e o v e r e i g h t y group a r e m o s t l y a c t i v e and have a p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e .
F o r ins tance, when y o u ' r e an octogenar ian you may say to y o u r s e l f , " I ' v e had a wonde r fu l l i f e ,
and t h e r e ' s n o reason why t h e n e x t h a l f c a n ' t b e a s g o o d . "

Peop le a r e f u n n y - - t h e ywant t o l ive a l o n g t i m e , b u t n o one wants t o g e t o l d , even: though .
g e t t i n g o l d is inevitable.

There i s some hope, however, w e a r e l i v i n g i n a g r e a t s c i e n t i fi c age . I f y o u r body wears
o u t you c a n g e t rep lacements such as spare p a r t s f o r t h e h e a r t , m e t a l s o c k e t s f o r t h e h i p s , o r
s t e e l caps f o r t h e knees .

S o , instead o f wor ry ing abou t g e t t i n g o l d e r , perhaps we shou ld wor ry about g e t t i n g " r u s t y " .
* * * * * * * *< * *

OFFICERS ELECTED:
A r t S c h n o o r , Chrm. o f t h e Nom. Comm., p resen ted t h e f o l l o w i n g s l a t e o f o f fi c e r s to be vo ted

upon at t h e Dec . meet ing. No nominations were made f r o m t h e fl o o r . O ffice rs f o r 1996 w i l l h e :
Don B u r r o w s , P r e s ; G a r y F i t c h , l s t V i c e - P r e s ; Norm M a c A s k i l l , 2nd Vice-Pres ; Richard

Schmid le , Rec . S e c ; Wanda B u r r o w s , C o r . S e c ; J im Wa l d r o n , T r e a s ; .
T r u s t e e s t o D e c . 3 1 , 1998: M i l t o n C l a r k , F l o y d C l a r k , and W a l l y Goodman.
Chairmen e l e c t e d : L o i s Jenn ings , Acqu is i t i ons ;Ce les te C r a w f o r d , G e n e a l o g y ; V i r g i n i a S t r a b ‑

l o w , S u n . H o s t e s s e s ; J a n e t S p o r l e d e r, H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s ; S h i r l e y E v a n s , L i b r a r y ; L o i s Jenn ings ,
Memorial ; Anne F a e r y , Membership; M i l e s L innabery, P r o g r a m s ; Doro thy L innabery, P u b l i c i t y ;
Judy K i n g , By-Laws; Don Croop, Pub l i ca t i ons ; Nor ie D e s s o , Ref reshments ; and Mary S c h u l t z ,
Ways & Means. Chairmen to be appointed by t h e Board of D i rec to rs and F a i r Comm. f o r 1966 w i l l
be announcec as soon as t h e Board t a k e s a c t i o n .* * * * * * * * * *
BOARI? CF DIRECTOR MEETINGS: :

January 10: February 14 th : and March 1 3 t h . A l l w i n t e r meetings of t h e Board w i l l be h e l d
on these dates at t h e Wilson Museum, 7:30 p.m. ;

Sunday visitation and month ly Program Meetings w i l l be suspended Cur ing J a . , F e b . , and March.
* * ke Ok xk ¢ * & * *

SOUNDINGS: : ;
I t ' s b e t t e r t o s l eep o n what y o u p l a n t o d o t h a n t o b e k e p t awake b y what y o u ' v e done.

* * * * * * * * *



JANUARY 1996 (Fage 3)

SENIOR CITIZENS FETED:
On December 12 , 1995, Senior C i t i z e n s of t h e Wi lson C e n t r a l School D i s t r i c t were servec a

de l i c ious b r e a k f a s t in t h e schoo l cafe ter ia w i t h s tuden t s and teachers cooperating to make it
one of t h e n i c e s t t r i b u t e s e v e r to Wi l son ' s ag ing populat ion.

The Wilson Teachers Association gave generous ly toward t h e b r e a k f a s t which was p u t on w i t h
t h e suppor t of Superintendent Richard Z ipp , an¢é p r i n c i p a l s D r . F r a s e r and W a l l a c e Goodman.

R e g i s t r a t i o n was handlec b y M r s . P o r t e r and members o f t h e BA/BAC c l a s s e s , and t h e b r e a k ‑
f a s t was served under t h e d i r e c t i o n o f M r s . Donna K u r i e l , M r s . M o n r o e , and t h e cafeter ia s t a f f .
O thers c o n t r i b u t i n g va luab le assistance t o t h e event inc luded M r . Johannes and t h e custodia l
s t a f f ; a l s o M r s . Woov%ard, M r s . A s h f o r d , and M r s . Linnenbank.

Studen ts escorted Senior C i t i z e n s t o t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n a r e a , anc placed t h e i r coats and
h a t s on n e a r b y r a c k s . Seniors t h e n assembled in t h e ca fe te r i a where B e t t y Maines gave t h e
B l e s s i n g .

Dur ing t h e b r e a k f a s t , a we l l -p repared program was presenteée by t h e G i r l s C o n c e r t Choir;
a F l u t e C h o i r ; a s o l o b y Tina A s h f o r t h ; a d u e t b y N i co l e M i l l s ana C h r i s t i e Goodman; and
se lec t ions by the Senior Ensemble w i t h M r s . Wi l l iams d i r e c t i n g .

S e v e r a l read ings, poems, and songs were presented by t h e t h e 2nd grade c l a s s e s of M r s . W a t t s ;
M r s . L a s h , and M r s . C r u i c k s h a n k , and o f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t was t h e s i n g i n g o f S i l e n t N i g h t b y
M r s . W a t t ' s p u p i l s who a d e p t l y used s i g n l a n g u a g e d u r i n g t h e i r presentation.

F o l l o w i n g t h e program, Senior C i t izens were i n v i t e c t o t a k e guided t o u r s o f t h e schoo l
ane e n j o y o v e r t h r e e dozen exh ib i t s d i s p l a y e d b y s t u d e n t s i n t h e L i b r a r y .

"Take-home" g i f t s f o r t h e Seniors i n c l u d e d Po inse t tas donated by t h e O'Connor Greenhouse;
Christmas p ine cone t r e e s prov ided hy Rainbow Connect ion; C l o t h Bags made by s tuden ts in Home
ané C a r e e r S k i l l s and 8 t h g r a d e r s ; Paper ornaments f r o m t h e A r t C l a s s e s at Thomas M a r k s ,
Jeannet te S c h u l l - H e a s l e y, t e a c h e r ; a l s o copies o f t h e Lakemen " S p i r i t " , schoo l newspaper
ed i ted b y Shannon Bohlman ané a d v i s o r , M r s . P o r t e r .

F o r t h e many Senior C i t i z e n s who graduated i n t h e 3 0 ' s o r 4 0 ' s , t h e b r e a k f a s t , e x h i b i t s ,
anc demonstrations prov ide a r e v e a l i n g and e x c i t i n g l o o k at how t h e modern generat ion is
progressing and master ing new ideas ané s k i l l s f o r tomorrow.* * * * * * * * * *
SPECIAL NOTICE:

F o r anyone who may have n o t renewed t h e i r dues f o r 1996 , a t h i r d and l a s t app l ica t ion f o r
renewal is attached to the bot tom of t h i s page. Anyone in arrears may no t receive the February
issue o f the News le t te r. Anne F a e r y, Membership C h r m . , thanks a l l who renewed dues prompt l y.* * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:-:
Helen French,89, a former Eng l ish teacher at Wilson High S c h o o l , d ied Nov. 27 , 1995, at the

Harborview Health Care Center in Moorehead C i t y , NC.
She was a member of S t . John's Episcopal Church in Wi l son , anc an Honorary member of the

Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty. I n 1978, she served as museum l i b r a r i a n .
She is survived by a son , Anthony (Sharan) French of Moorehead C i t y ; 3 grandchi ldren and

4 g r e a t granéchi ldren.
Memorial Services were he ld in December at S t . John's Episcopal Church in Wilson w i t h Rev.

A l l i s o n Mar t in o f fi c i a t i n g . * * * * * * * * * *
Joanne Wi l t se o f Wilson Giec D e c . 5 , 1995 , a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . She a t tended t h e E x l e y

Uni ted Methodist C h u r c h , and jo i ned t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i n 1972.
She was a c t i v e in youth organ izat ions, and t h e fi r s t woman in t h e f o r m e r Lewiston T r a i l

C o u n c i l , B . S . A . , t o receive a Boy S c o u t Wood Badge Beads. She was a Den Mother f o r Cub Pack 2 1 ,
and advance chairman f o r t r o o p 6 7 , Boy S c o u t s . She was a member of t h e Lakeshore Mothers C l u b ,
and was awarded an H o n o r a r y L i f e Membership in t h e Thomas M a r k ' s PTA. She was w e l l known in
t h e Wilson L i o n C l u b P l a y s , and gave a memorable p e r f o r m a n c e i n "F idd le r o n t h e R o o f . "

She is survived by h e r husband , Donald W i l t s e ; 3 s o n s , M e r l e (Amy) Wi l t se of Wilson; Richard
Wi l t se o f Boyn ton B e a c h , F L ; and Mark (Karen) W i l t s e o f Ra le i gh , NC; one b r o t h e r , D r . W i l l i am
( J a n i c e ) Johnstone of Richmond, VA ; one s i s t e r , M a r y (Wayne) Smith of S i l v e r Spr ings , MD; fi v e
¢randchi léren, Wi l l i am and Nicholas K e t c h ; and S a m a n t h a , N a t h a n , and Devyn W i l t s e .

A Memorial Serv ice was h e l d a t E x l e y Un i ted Methodist Church w i t h R e v. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g .
* ¥ * * + * * * * bd

I t was a l s o b r o u g h t t o o u r a t t en t i on t h a t Ru th Moore o f C l a r e n c e C e n t e r d i ed r e c e n t l y . She
was t h e w i f e o f John Moore who d i e d i n A p r i l , 1990. They jo ined t h e Wilson S o c i e t y i n 1985.

* * * * * *& * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: I can k e e p a s e c r e t , b u t t h o s e I t e l l it to never can .
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COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . JR. ( u n d e r18) $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . L IFE $ 1 5 0 . . .e ee e e e e

L IFE (COUPLE) $250 . . . . . ENDOWMENT FUND $ . . . . . - BUILDING FUND $ . . . . . HONORARY (FREE) . . . - .
(85 y r s . p lus )

P l e a s e make a l l checks p a y a b l e to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o :

ANNE A. FAERY, P. O . BOX 731 WILSON, NEW YORK 14172
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WILSON HAD OPERA HOUSE FOR 25 YEARS:
In 1893, t h e f o r m e r Methodist Wes ley C h a p e l , which was moved to t h e l o t n e x t to t h e f o r m e r

L u t h e r Wi lson house at t h e southeast co rne r of Yo u n g and L a k e S t r e e t s , was purchased by
Wi l l iam A l b r i g h t who opened up a f a r m implement business t h e r e .

A l i t t l e whi le l a t e r , M r . A l b r i g h t decided to remodel t h e b u i l d i n g and constructed a second
fl o o r where t h e A l b r i g h t Opera House g o t i t s s t a r t .

The o n l y t h i n g l e f t on t h e f o r m e r Chapel to show t h a t it had once been a House of Worship,
was t h e d i s t i n c t i v e stained g l a s s church window centered above t h e implement shop.

E n t r a n c e t o t h e second fl o o r was gained b y a n outs ide s t a i r w a y t h a t A l b r i g h t b u i l t a l o n g
t h e n o r t h s ide o f t h e b u i l d i n g . J u s t i n s i d e t h e e n t r a n c e w a y was a t i c k e t c f fi c e where t i c k e t s
could be purchased and ushe rs showed you to your s e a t s .

There was a b a l c o n y a l o n g t h e west s i d e o f t h e opera house which r a n p a r a l l e l t o L a k e S t r e e t ,
and t h e b u i l d i n g was l i g h t e d w i t h l a r g e kerosine lamps suspenced f r o m t h e c e i l i n g . When e l e c ‑
t r i c i t y became a v a i l a b l e , t h e lamps were e l e c t r i fi e d , and f o o t l i g h t s i n s t a l l e d a l o n g t h e s t a g e .

The s tage was a t the e a s t end o f t h e t h e a t e r w i t h a p iano and bench a t t h e n o r t h wing , and
severa l cur ta in drops showed various t h i n g s l i k e spr ing , f a l l , or l i v i n g room scenes.

Over a period cover ing about 25 years, a v a r i e t y of entertainment was enjoyed at Wilson's
"Old O'pry H o u s e " , and l o c a l organizations such as t h e Delphic C i r c le sponsored many home
t a l e n t p l a y s there. The s t a r of t h e i r productions was u s u a l l y Dessie Tugwel l , mother of Rex
Tugwe l l o f p o l i t i c a l fame.

Many of the home t a l e n t p l a y s were d i rec ted by M r s . Alma F a r r e l , and sho r t skits were
o f t e n enjoyed between ac t s . A tap-dancing team s t a r r i n g Tommy C o s t e l l o , son of a l o c a l b a r b e r ,
was ve ry popu lar a t the time.

Travel ing Circu i ts were booked through a theatr ica l agency, and g e n e r a l l y scheduled as
main attract ions.

One show, "Uncle Tom's Cab in " , created qu i t e a s t i r one day when t h e two Grea t Danes who
were supposed to rescue " L i t t l e Eva" when she crossed t h e r i v e r over fl o a t i n g b l o c k s of i c e ,
came up miss ing . I t was feared t h e show would be unab le to s t a r t on t ime .

F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e dogs were found runn ing l o o s e around t h e Wilson B o a t h o u s e , and were re tu rned
t o t h e Opera House s h o r t l y b e f o r e cu r ta i n t ime.

The l a t e Harold A l b r i g h t r e c a l l e d one time when h e was a b o y, t h a t medicine shows were
o f t e n h e l d du r i ng r e g u l a r per formances. He remembered how t h e y used to make t h e i r "medicine"
a t Borngraeber 's w e l l which s tood behind t h e i r house between t h e Methodist Church and t h e
Opera House. He sa id t h e y would add a f e w herbs to a l o t of w a t e r , b o t t l e i t u p , then peddle
it to g u l l i b l e customers.

The performances t h a t Harold l i k e d b e s t were t h e hypno t i s t shows. O n e t i m e a member of
t h e c a s t w a s p u t i n a t r a n c e a n d , a s h e l a y t h e r e , t h e h y p n o t i s t p l a c e d h i s h a n d s
over h i s body. T h e n , r a i s i n g h i s arms t h e body would r i s e f r o m where he l a i d . The hypno t i s t
wou ld t h e n pass a l a r g e hoop around t h e l e n g t h of t h e a c t o r ' s body w h i l e t h e audience clapped
and cheered.

While he lp ing to c l e a n up t h e p l a c e t h e n e x t morn ing, Haro ld not iced two t h i n w i res hanging
f r o m t h e c e i l i n g , and narrow s l o t s i n t h e hoop which a l lowed t h e w i r e t o pass t h r o u g h i t . H e
s a i d , h o w e v e r , t h a t even though h e knew t h e s e c r e t o f t h e " fl o a t i n g b o d y " , h e s t i l l t h o u g h t|
i t was a g r e a t show.

The Opera House was c losed when i t became h a r d t o engage t r a v e l i n g t r o u p e s o f a c t o r s , and
Wi l l i am A l b r i g h t s o l d t h e Opera House and Farm Equipment business to A r t h u r Loomis and Clyde
Putnam. They operated t h e business f o r a b o u t 3 years , t h e n s o l d o u t to Frank H o w e l l .

M r . H o w e l l opened u p a Ford Agency o n t h e fi r s t fl o o r , anc r e n t e d t h e second fl o o r t o
L i t t l e & P e r r y who opened u p : a p r i n t i n g shop. They u n s u c c e s s f u l l y t r i e d t o compete w i t h t h e
Wilson " S t a r " .

The Opera House e ra ended in t h e e a r l y 1930's when fi r e of undetermined o r i g i n burned down
t h e b u i l d i n g t h a t was o r i g i n a l l y known a s t h e Wesley C h a p e l .* ** * * * * * * *
1996 QUILT READY:

B e t t y Stimson has reported t h a t an " I r i s h R ing " q u i l t h a s been completed f o r t h i s y e a r ' s
Memorial Day Fa i r which w i l l be h e l d Monday, May 2 7 , 1996. Drawings w i l l a l s o be h e l d f o r an
Afghan , Woodcarving, "Sketch Book" and Historical Soc ie t y Cookbooks.

I f you would care to pa r t i c i pa te i n t h i s y e a r ' s e v e n t , p l e a s e fi l l o u t t h e coupons enclosed
w i t h t h i s N e w s l e t t e r , and m a i l o r g i v e t o : B e t t y S t imson , Box 162, W i l son , N Y 14172.* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOZ: D o n ' t l e t ycur p o s s e S s i o n s posses you .
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NEW L I F E MEMBER:
~=°DeAnis Brydges of Reston, V a . , has jo ined t h e L i f e Membership C lass of t h e Wilson His tor ica l
Soc ie ty. Dennis i s t h e son o f t h e l a t e S e n a t o r E a r l W. and E leanor Mahoney Brydges o f Wilson.

Dennis graduated f rom Wilson H igh School in 1957 and received h i s BA and MA at t h e Un i ‑
vers i t ies ‘o f Syracuse and N o r t h Caro l ina.

H e was married t o Eve lyn L . (Olson) , and t h e y havetwo c h i l d r e n , a son , D . Todd Brydges who
was born June 28, 1967 at Kathmandu, N e p a l , and a daugh te r, C r i s t i n a L. Brydges, who was born
in San Salvador on November 13, 1970.

The Brydges a t t e n d t h e S t . Thomas A. Becke t Church at R e s t o n , V a . , and are members of t h e
B r e t t o n Woods Club in Germantown, Mary land .

Dennis g radua ted f r om t h e O f fi c e r Candidate School at F o r t S i l l , Olk lahoma, and served two
years a s a n a r t i l l e r y o f fi c e r . H e a l s o received i n f a n t r y t r a i n i n g a t F o r t R i l e y, Kansas.

H e has worked f o r t h e Food and A g r i c u l t u r a l Organ iza t ion (FAO) f o r t h e p a s t 3 0 years and
has received assignments around t h e wor ld .

The FAO promotes internat ional a g r i c u l t u r a l development, improved n u t r i t i o n , increased f o o d
p r o d u c t i o n , and international coopera t ion on m a t t e r s p e r t a i n i n g to f o o d s tanda rds , f a i r t r a d e ,
environmental management, and conservation of g e n e t i c resources.

The FAO serves 171 member nat ions w i t h worldwide headquarters in Rome, I t a l y . The N o r t h
American O f fi c e in Washington, DC, is where Dennis is c u r r e n t l y assigned.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD REPORTS-December:

Don Bur rows, P r e s . , r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e town of Wilson has agreed to pay a l l expenses to t i l e
dra in t h e town ' s fi v e acres o f l a n d which was donated f o r t h e use of the Wilson His tor ica l
Society b y D r . and Mrs. George Badger o f L o c k p o r t .

Lo i s Barnum read a l e t t e r f r o m J a n S p o r l e d e r regard ing t h e need f o r suppl ies i n t h e Barnum
Bui ld ing, and Lo is w i l l r e p o r t back to J a n . J a n w i l l be al lowed to buy necessary items.

A motion was made t o spend u p t o $500 f o r stone t o make driveway t o new storgage b u i l d i n g .
Roger Mawhiney d i d t h e j o b f o r l e s s than $400.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Wil l iam Munch of G ibson ton ,F l . , has donated f o l l o w i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s : U.S.& J.editions,11/10/15,
& 12/29/15; 1943 " C r e s t " ; F a i r Premium List,1950-51; Wilson F i r e Co. #1 F ie ld Day B u l l e t i n s , |
1947,1949,1953,(for B i l l & Evelyn) ; 1927 Niag . Co. F a i r D r i ve r t i c k e t ; 1939 Exh ib i t ion ca rd ;
Henry Munch L i f e Membership c a r d i n N iag . Co. A g r i c u l t u r a l Soc.and f a i r e x h i b i t t i c ke ts f o r
Evelyn Munch.

Barbara I n g ram Egger t , Barker : School desk f o r Randall Road Schoolhouse.
Jean Carr igan Richards, Lockpor t : Bushel app le measure; and a s i l k handerchief sent by

Harry Biggins to Pear l Biggins Carr igan from France dur ing World War I .
Diane and P e t e r Zable: B o y ' s White Sat in two piece s u i t .
Lo is Barnum: To o l and Rings to p l a c e in p i g ' s nose to keep them from rout ing ; a l s o top

f o r sp r ink l i ng b o t t l e .
M r s , Barbara Cowan, Arizona: Hamilton & C l a r k give-away F l o u r S i f t e r t ha t belonged to

Ruth Ga le .
Cynthia Wilson: Three zerox copies of "Wilsonhouse Holds Link to the Past",1947; "Restora‑

t ion of Wilson House and Opening under Dwight Wilson". Wilson in 1869 by Dwight Wilson, and
Gazette a r t i c l e on Wilson House, 1947.

Te r r y and Mi tch Stevenson: Christmas card,1916; 7 v o l s . Encyclopedia of Et iquet te ; Oxford
B i b l e ; Washington I r v i n g ' s Sketchbook, 1909; Emerson's EssaYS, 1922): &%S p i r i t u a l Books; Panama
Canal , 1919; and 5 booklets of Wilson High School Programs.

Dorothy Maxfield: Sma l l B o y ' s Ye l l o w S u i t , c a . 1930.
Anne Argue Faery : Case of Medical Suppl ies used by h e r f a t h e r , D r . John F. Argue.
Eleanor Myers: Three Wilson High School Awards,c loth; Box Rat ion Tokens; Rat ion Stamps;

2 sheets of gas ra t ion stamps; 1984-1985 Desk calendars; WmGanshaw Insurance Advertisements,
6 pens, 3 p e n c i l s ; 5 photos of Museum Bui ld ings; 29 photos showing construct ion of Storage B l d g .

Wilson High School L ib ra ry : G i r l Scout Handbook, 1948; G. S. Internat ional Handbook, 1957;
Brownie and Junior G i r l Scout Handbooks, 1977; and G i r l Scout Badges and Signs, 1980.

Thomas E. Marks: L i t t l e L e a f L inden , t r i b u t e to Ger t rude and Fdward Marks; Crimson King
Maple, t r i b u t e t o Lawrence and C h a r l o t t e Pease; and Master Locust Tr e e , t r i b u t e t o Marion
and Leonard Tabor.

* * * * * * * * * *
BALL DROP AT "LITTLE APPLE":

New Yo r k C i t y claims t h e name o f " B i g A p p l e " , b u t Wilson i s perhaps b e t t e r named
the " L i t t l e Apple" since i t i s l o c a t e d i n t h e h e a r t o f one o f t h e b iggest and bes t a p p l e ‑
growing counties in New Yo r k S t a t e .

However, t he re is noth ing l i t t l e about Wilson's a p p l e which M a y be seen each y e a r at t h e
Wilson House where it is dropped on New Ye a r ' s Eve f r o m F l o y d C l a r k ' s l a r g e crane. Thousands
have braved t h e elements to watch t h e " a p p l e " as i t s l o w l y drops to t h e ground to l i g h t up t h e
New Ye a r.

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p l e a s u r e to welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members i n t o t h e Wilson His to r ica l Soc ie ty :
Daniel T. Richards of Wilson; Donna Huehl of Huron , S o u t h Dakota; Denise B a r l o w of Rapid C i t y ,
South Dakota ; and Mary Lynn Barden of Watertown, NY.

* & & &* & & & * * *
BRIDGE COLLAPSE: ;

In 1938, t h e Fal ls -View Br idge, completed in 1898, gave way under a tremendous ice-jam t h a t
undermined i t s foundations. The b r i dge was believed indestructible by l o c a l inhab i tants , b u t
l a s t e d o n l y f o r t y years.

. * * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS: Sometimes i t ' s good to pause in t h e p u r s u i t of happiness, and j u s t be happy.
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BOARD APPOINTMENTS:

The Board of D i rec to rs approved t h e f o l l o w i n g appointments at t h e J a n u a r y 1 0 t h meeting:
Do ro thy M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r ; Dan K i n g , finance chairman; E l e a n o r Mye rs , Barnum B u i l d i n g Chrm.,
E d A l l g e i e r , F i t t r o Shop; E l t o n K r o p p , grounds; G a r y F i t c h , c o n s t r u c t i o n ; H o y t and N o r i e
D e s s o , Railroad pepot ; A r t S c h n o o r, p lanning board Chrm.,and Nominating Comm. Chrm. ; Wa l l y
Coodman and C l a r k St imson, D r . Argue Memorial Car B u i l d i n g ; D a r r e l S m i t h , Caboose; Micky
H u n t e r , Breezeway and S h e l t e r ; and Dan K i n g , New S t o r a g e B u i l d i n g .

Members of t h e 1996 Memorial Day F a i r Committee w i l l b e : L o i s B a r n u m , C h r m . , Ga ry F i t c h ,
Ne t t i e Stimson and D a r r e l l Smith.

Tr u s t e e s t o D e c . 3 1 , 1996 a r e : Anne A . F a e r y ; A r t h u r S c h n o o r , and D a r r e l l Smi th ; t rustees
to Dec . 3 1 , 1997 a r e Net t ie S t imson , C a r o l e S c h n o o r , and L o i s B a r n u m ; t r us tees to Dec. 31,1998
a r e O l l i e . C l a r k , F loy ’ ] C l a r k , and W a l l y Goodman.

Other o f fi c e r s and chairmen selected by t h e Nominating Committee were in t h e January l e t t e r .* * * * * * * * * *
SCHOOLHOUSE GETS GREEN LIGHT:

A $4,000 d o l l a r c h e c k , t h e fi r s t o f t h r e e , has been r e c e i v e dt o move t h e Randal l Road
Schoolhouse to t h e museum grounds, and it is hoped to have t h e school moved by t h i s Spr ing.
The $12,000 _g ran t , o r i g i n a l l y approved o v e r two years ago, was r e c e n t l y re leased b y t h e S t a t e .

The h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty has agreed t o have t h e foundation p u t i t , and t h e F a r l e y Riggers o f
L o c k p o r t have been engaged t o move t h e b u i l d i n g and p u t i t i n p o s i t i o n .

The schoolhouse commit tee, chaired by Jean F igura and Wanda B u r r o w s , has n o t been i d l e
wh i le w a i t i n g f o r t h e g r a n t to come through.They have been busy r a i s i n g f u n d s , c o l l e c t i n g b o o k s ,
o l d schoo l d e s k s , and o the r r e l a t e d mater ia ls needed to f u r n i s h t h e schoolhouse.

They have a l s o appl ied f o r and received a $500 g r a n t f r o m t h e Council on A r t s to purchase
b o o k s , suppl ies.

Some teachers have a l r e a d y expressed an i n t e r e s t in ho ld ing special c l a s s e s there when the
pbuilding is fi x e d up so t h a t youngsters may experience fi r s t hand t h e condi t ions under which
t h e i r grandparents were t a u g h t many years a g o . . A t one t i m e , Wilson had 18 schoo l d i s t r i c t s
in t h e township. * * * * * * * * *
GENEROUS RESPONSE:

There was a v e r y good response t o t h e s o c i e t y ' s r e c e n t appea l f o r funds t o h e l p b u i l d t h e
new s t o r a g e b u i l d i n g . S ix t y - two members and f r iends s e n t i n c o n t r i b u t i o n s , and t h e t o t a l
received as of December 31, 1995 was $3,005.00 c o l l a r s .

We thank t h e f o l l o w i n g persons who made cash donat ions, and f o r t h e i r in te res t in he lp ing
to preserve the museum complex in Wilson: (Names l i s t e d in order donations were rece ived. )

James Haro ld ; J .E . Sche r re r ; Calvin S c h u l t z ; Norman O 'B r i en ; Ea r l e Cha r l es , J r ; Ne i l A rno ld ;
Katherine Hayes; Ernestine Walpo le ; Rev. Ernest Ker r i son ; Wi l l iam Teiper; Marie Hewi t t ;
Richard Schmidle; L loyd Evans; Blanche Wilson; Gertrude Marks ; Pamela G r o f f ; Thelma P a t t e r s o n ;
Ruth P h i l l i p s ; Charles H o r t o n , John Eastman; Donald Croop; and Wa l te r Moxham, J r .

Lee B ick fo rd ; Ar thur Schnoor; George C o l l i n s ; A.H. G a l e , J r ; Veronica Ransom; B i l l F r i t t o n ;
Mary Lou Young; Rebecca H i l l ; V. P. Cummings; George Cruickshank; Robert Thomas; B e v e r l y Woolson;
Frank Rodgers; Robert Ha ley ; Joseph Geiser; Ronald Zauner ; E l t o n Kropp; Donna F r i t t o n ;
David Donner ; Janet Naslund; H a r r y Brown; and Norman MacAskil l .

A l s o , Elma McGrath; LaMont Rid ley ; Howard P a r k e r ; Leah Bigalow; John Cowan: Fenton Cole ;
Pauline K u r t z ; L e s t e r C l a r k ; Mark S inger ; Lee Ann Hof fman ; Ralph Aus t in ; E lo ise C u l v e r w e l l ;
Janeta Freder icks ; Win i f red F i s c h e r ; C e l e s t e Crawford ; Rober t Zor tman; John Young; Anonymous.

( I f anyone i s omitted w e w i l l t r y t o include them i n t h e n e x t N e w s l e t t e r. )
* * * * * * * * * %*

THUMBNAIL SKETCH:
Hiram B. Ta b o r , M . D . , w a S b o r n N o v. 2 1 , 1813, at Topham, V T. , and attended t h e Woodstock

Medical C o l l e g e where he received h i s degree. He fi r s t moved to Grand I s l e , V Y . , t h e n to Wilson
where he opened up a medical o f fi c e at 240 L a k e S t r e e t .

H is fi r s t w i f e , C h a r l o t t e G i f f o r d , d ied w i t h typhoid f e v e r i n 1839, and h e remarried Sarah
J . McNitt. They had fi v e c h i l d r e n , E l b e r t i n e , 1 8 4 2 ; J u s t i n e , 1845; E l d r i d g e , 1 8 4 9 ; C o r i e n n e ,1853;
and F r e d , 1855. His 2nd w i f e , S a r a h , was b o r n in Somerset in 1818 and died in Wilson in 1893.

D r . Tabor acquired land f r o m Simon Sheldon ana b u i l t h i s home ad jo in ing t h e Creek on t h e
nor thwes t s i d e . He pract ised medicine a t t h i s s i t e f o r abou t 45 years , however, medicine was
n o t h i s o n l y i n t e r e s t . H e was one o f t h e o f t h e founding t rustees o f t h e Greenwood Cemetery
Associat ion when it was organized in 1850. He was a l s o a member of t h e Board of t h e o l d C o l ‑
l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e , and was inst rumenta l in h a v i n g i t c losed and consolidated w i t h Union F r e e
School D i s t r i c t No . l .

He was a member of t h e N i a g . Co. Medical Association and once served as i t s President. He
a ; s o served as Coroner of Niagara C o u n t y, and was a member of Ontar io Lodge #376 F&AM of Wilson.

He was a l s o Wilson Postmaster f r o m June 2, 1855 to Dec . 24, 1859, and was S e c r e t a r y of E x l e y
Methodist Church when t h e present church was erec ted under Rev. F. D . T. B i c k l e y.

In 1848 , a b r i d g e was b u i l t o v e r t h e branch o f 12 M i l e Creek where i t c rosses L a k e S t r e e t ,
b u t o n o l d maps t h e stream was r e f e r r e d t o a s the . S t a t e D i t c h . Since t h e b r i d g e was i n c l o s e
p r o x i m i t y t o D r . Ta b o r ' s home, i t was soon r e f e r r e d t o a s t h e Tabor B r i d g e .

I n 1976, a h i s t o r i c marker was p laced nex t t o t h e b r i dge by t h e Wilson H i s to r i ca l Soc ie ty,
and f o r m e r Mayor Kenneth Welker of Wilson spoke at t h e dedication.* * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS: ;

The Boara of Di rectors w i l l meet Wednesday evening on Feb. 1 4 t h and March 13th,museum, 7:30.* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:

There i s no good advice you can g i v e to eve ryone . . . o t he r than to always remember to p u t
the shower curtain inside t h e t u b .* * * * * * * * * *
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS:
The y e a r 1996 marks t h e 2 5 t h y e a r t h a t t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty has been ope ra t i ng i n

t h e town of Wi l son , and many persons f e e l t h a t a l o t h a s been accomplished in t h o s e y e a r s . Hun ‑
drees of donors have fi l l e d the museum w i t h thousands of a r t i f a c t s and memorabilia t h a t r e fl e c t
t h e h i s t o r y of t h e l o c a l community and , though some d i sp lays may n o t be up to p a r w i t h those
exh ib i ted in l a r g e r , b e t t e r financed museums, i t i s apparent t h a t most v i s i t o r s to t h e Wilson
Museum are w e l l p leased w i t h what t h e y s e e .

The continued success o f t h e museum, h o w e v e r, depends o n t h e i n i t i a t i v e o f o u r o f fi c e r s and
museum committee which is headed up by Dorothy M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r . O ther s t a f f members inc lude
H o y t and Nor ie D e s s o , depo t ; E d A l l g e i e r , F i t t r o Shop; E l e a n o r M y e r s , Barnum B u i l d i n g ; Micky
H u n t e r , Breezeway & S h e l t e r ; C l a r k Stimson & W a l l y Goodman, Argue C a r B u i l d i n g ; D a r r e l l Sm i th ,
Caboose; E l t o n K r o p p , Grounds; L o i s Jenn ings, Acqu is i t ions ; S h i r l e y E v a n s , L i b r a r y ; Mary
S c h u l t z , Ways & Means; Dan K i n g S t o r a g e B a r n ; and Wanda B u r r o w s , Schoolhouse.

E v e r y y e a r, t h e c o s t o f ma in ta in ing t h e museum complex has gone up a n d , as new b u i l d i n g s anc
l a n d s have been added, t h e a d d i t i o n a l upkeep h a s p laced a heavy burden o n o u r v o l u n t e e r s .

Thanks to an act ive Memorial Day Fa i r Committee, many success fu l f a i r s have helped to keep
the h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty s o l v e n t , b u t i t has been the dozens o f members and f r iends throughout t h e
community who have pi tched in to make the f a i r s a success. With t h e i r continued suppor t , it
w i l l be possible to h o l d another success fu l f a i r on May 27, 1996.

When t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty was organized i n 1972, D r . John Argue donated t h e o l d 1912 depot
t o the town a s a museum and meeting p l a c e f o r the h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty. When Whitney Barnum,
town superv isor, accepted the p r o p e r t y f o r t h e t o w n , he pledged t h a t t h e town would work w i t h
the soc ie ty to maintain t h e premises. That pledge has been k e p t , and wnen the society has
needed ass is tance , the town has provided i t w i th spec ia l g ran ts and services.

The donation o f 4 4 acres o f land f r o m D r . George Badger o f L o c k p o r t , made i t possible t o
e r e c t the t ranspor ta t ion bu i l d i ngs needed to house t h e ant ique cars donated by D r . Argue . The
soc ie ty was also g i v e n a generous b o o s t on these p r o j e c t s when Ed Hast ings , l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r ,
p rov ided t h e l a b o r f o r t h e cement w o r k a t no c o s t . L a b o r f o r e r e c t i n g t h e r o o f was a l s o p r o ‑
vided a t n o c o s t th rough t h e e f f o r t s o f O l l i e C l a r k and members o f t h e C a r p e n t e r ' s Union.

The Conation of t h e e x t r a l a n d a l s o provided f o r an e n l a r g e d p a r k which was t i l e d r a i n e d ,
seeded, and p l a n t e d t o Memorial t r e e s , making i t a n e x c e l l e n t p l a c e t o h o l d . a n expanded " fl e a "
m a r k e t o n Memorial D a y. A l s o , a n e w, l a r g e r c a r b u i l d i n g was c o n s t r u c t e d w i t h a breezeway
connec t ing i t t o t h e o r i g i n a l c a r b u i l d i n g . The r e c e n t l y cons t ruc ted S h e l t e r was financed by
t h e Town and cons t ruc ted w i t h l a b o r donatedc by B . O . E . C . s . O t h e r improvements inc luded r e - s i d i n g
and p a i n t i n g t h e Caboose; r e - s i d i n g and p u t t i n g new r o o f o n F i t t r o Shop; i n s t a l l i n g cement
fl o o r i n g in b o t h F i t t r o Shop and S h e l t e r ; r ep lac ing r o o f sh ing les on depot ; and e rec t i on o f a
new s t o r a g e b a r n . The l a t e s t p r o j e c t pending w i l l b e t o accep t , f r o m t h e t o w n , t h e o l d Randa l l
Road Schoo lhouse .

Obv ious ly, t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y needs everyone 's h e l p to k e e p go ing , and w i t h your c o n ‑
t i nued p a r t i c i p a t i o n t h e j o b can b e done. I f you a r e a member o f t h e s o c i e t y, pay ing you r dues
p r o m p t l y i s v e r y important . Even i f you d o n o t cet i nvo l ved i n s o c i e t y a c t i v i t i e s , payment o f
dues g i ves a much-needed b o o s t to t h e t r e a s u r y . O the r ways you can h e l p is to suppor t t h e Bake
S a l e o n e l e c t i o n d a y, and p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e a n n u a l q u i l t - d r a w i n g a t t h e F a i r - - p l e a s e r e t u r n
y o u r t i c k e t s t u b s t o B e t t y Stimson p r o m p t l y . The b e a u t i f u l q u i l t i s c n t h e w a l l i n Town H a l l .

Perhaps t h e most important way you c a n back t h e s o c i e t y is to v o l u n t e e r a h e l p i n g hand at t h e
F a i r . There a r e dozens of t h i n g s you c o u l d do such as s e l l i n g concession t i c k e t s , d ispens ing
foods and d r i n k s , c lean ing t a b l e s , check ing supp l ies , r e s t r o o m s , e t c . , o r b e i n g a museum
" s i t t e r " . I f you a r e w i l l i n g t o h e l p o u t a n h o u r o r t w o , w e ' v e a p l a c e f o r y o u .

I f y o u ' r e a v a i l a b l e to h e l p , p l e a s e c a l l L o i s Barnum, Chrm.,(751-6665)and l e t h e r k n o w.* * * * * * * * * *
A GENTLE REMINDER:

The v i s i t i n g season w i l l soon be upon us-‐-two busloads a r e a l r eady schedu led . The museum
w i l l r e -open Sunday a f t e r n o o n , A p r i l 1 4 t h , s o now i s t h e t ime t o c l e a n u p anc g e t r i d o f t h e
c l u t t e r . When o u t - o f - t o w n v i s i t o r s and a r e a residents v i s i t t h e Wilson Museum, w e should t r y
t o p u t o u r b e s t f a c e f o r w a r d . A l i t t l e t ime spent s t r a i g h t e n i n g u p w i l l n o t o n l y improve t h e
museum's appearance, b u t w i l l a l s o improve t h e impression v i s i t o r s have of Wilson.

I t is suggested t h a t a l l museum chairmen inspec t t h e i r areas n o w, and make s u r e t h a t t h e
premises you a r e in charge of d o n ' t f a l l s h o r t o f expecta t ions.

*k * * * ¥ * * * * *
BON MOT: If leaders d o n ' t l e a d , no th ing happens.** *& * * * * * * *
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BASKETBALL RECOLLECTIONS:

M r . H a r o l d Donner of I t h a c a , N . Y . , r e c e n t l y s e n t a f ramed "W" to the Wilson Museum--one
o f t h e fi r s t a t h l e t i c l e t t e r s e v e r awarded b y t h e W i l s o n H i g h School fo r b a s k e t b a l l .

I t was i n 1927, a f t e r P r i n c i p a l M c I l r o y r e t i r e d , t h a t t h e new P r i n c i p a l , A r t h u r B l e m a s t e r ,
decided t o organize a h i g h s c h o o l b a s k e t b a l l team.

The team jo ined a l o c a l , l e a g u e cons i s t i ng o f teams from B a r k e r , Lyndonv i l l e , Youngs town,
and Wilson. Each team played t h e o t h e r s c h o o l teams t w i c e , and t h e Wilson home games were
p layed i n t h e o l d h a l l back o f t h e f o r m e r Middleton D r u g s t o r e , (Now O k i e ' s ) .

H a r o l d Donner was Manager of t h e Wilson team, and some of t h e p l a y e r s were Al Wi lson ,
" S t u " W e l k e r , "Dutch" C o r n e l l , Howard P e a s e , Kenny W e l k e r , and C la rence Johnson.

Wi lson l o s t a l l i t s games t h a t fi r s t yea r except t h e l a s t one p layed w i t h Lyndonv i l l e
A l l members o f t h e team were awarded l e t t e r s , however, l i k e t h e one j u s t s e n t t o t h e Wilson
Museum b y M r . D o n n e r .

H a r o l d ' s j o b as Manager consisted of keeping s c o r e at t h e games, as w e l l as w r i t i n g r e p o r t s
f o r t h e l o c a l papers , and o t h e r d u t i e s . H e r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e g i r l s i n Wilson a l s o had a
b a s k e t b a l l team coached b y Ly d i a S o u t h a r d , b u t h e i s n o t q u i t e s u r e t h e yea r i t was organized.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW L IFE MEMBER:

W e welcome C a r o l F e n n Ta b l e r o f F o r t M y e r s , F l o r i d a , who r e c e n t l y j o i n e d t h e Wilson H i s t o r i ‑
c a l Soc ie t y as a L i f e Member. C a r o l is t h e dauchter of F r a n k and Katherine Bige low F e n n , and
was b o r n Oc tobe r 21 , 1920 a t Rocman, I o w a .

She graduated f r o m Wilson H i g h S c h o o l w i t h t h e C l a s s o f ' 3 7 , and rece ived h e r R.N. in 1941
a t t h e Schoo l o f Nurs ing a t Myer Memorial H o s p i t a l , B u f f a l o . She a l s o at tended t h e U n i v e r s i t y
o f B u f f a l o , and t h e Ut i ca C o l l e g e D i v. o f Syracuse U n i v e r s i t y.

H e r fi r s t hushand, Joseph B u r e k , d i e d in 1952 and she remerr iec Kenneth A. Ta b l e r , PHD,
who d i d r e s e a r c h i n Genetics f o r t h e D a i r y I n d u s t r y. H e was a l s o a s t a t i s t i c i a n f o r t h e
D e p t . of Education in Washington, DC.

The Ta d l e r s a t t e n d t h e Covenan t Presbyter ian Church in F o r t Mye rs , and do v o l u n t e e r work
f o r t h e Southwest F lo r ica Symphony. They a r e a l s o members of Fr iendship F o r c e , theworldé wide
o r g a n i z a t i o n founded b y Rosa lyn and P r e s . Jimmy C a r t e r t o prov ide peace and f r i e n d s h i p t h r o u g h
o u t t h e w o r l d . C a r o l i s a l s o a member of t h e Lawrence K e a r n e y C h a p t e r, D . A . R . , and L e e County
Genealogica l Society and New England Genealogica l S o c i e t y.

She h a s two c h i l d r e n , Mary Katherine B u r e k C a r d i n a l e , who graduated f r o m Syracuse Univer ‑
s i t y . She received h e r M Aa t the C o l l e g e o f S t . Rose , A lbany, N Y. , and i s c u r r e n t l y studying
f o r h e r doc to ra te . C a r o l Lynne Burek Smith, PHD, Goes research and teaches a t John Hopkins
Un ive rs i t y i n Baltimore.

Her grandchi ldren, Nicholas C a r d i n a l e , MD, is a L i e u t . in t h e Navy and c u r r e n t l y stat ioned
at Guantanamo B a y, Cuba. Chr istopher Cardinale is a professional p i l o t and corrosion
s p e c i a l i s t f o r P h i l l i p s Pe t ro leum a t Pampas, Texas. Michael C a r d i n a l e , i s a senior a t Albany
Law Schoo l .

* *¥ * * * * * * we
1996 MEMBERSHIP ROLL:

A new membership r o l l f o r a c t i v e members of the soc ie t y has been compiled by Anne F a e r y,
Membershiz Chrm., ané@ a l l dues-paying members should have received a copy by now. In order
t o g e t you r r o l l up to da te , p lease add t h e fo l l ow ing : Nan and Wes Johnson, Leesburg, FL ;
J a n e t We l c h , S a n t a C r u z , CA; Norma Ward , 751-9887; and Donald and R u t h We a v e r, 751-6440.

A s o f March , 1996, t h e r e a r e 515 members i n t h e s o c i e t y, and 400 copies o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r
a r e mai led o u t each month--one to a f a m i l y.

* ay * * ve * * * * *
BITS & PIECES:

Cong ra tu l a t i ons to L i f e Member, F l o r e n c e S c h u l t z , who says t h a t she i s a " c o o l " 94 now.
I n c i d e n t a l l y, F l o r e n c e ' s phone number was i n c o r r e c t o n t h e membership r o l l - - y o u may c a l l h e r
at 434-8147. Th is goes doub le f o r Mabel B u r r o w s , H o n o r a r y Member,who has c e l e b r a t e d h e r 92nd.

C a r o l Ta b l e r o f F o r t : M y e r s , F l . , w r i t e s , " I t i s r e a l l y f a n t a s t i c t h e way t h e museum i s
Growing. I would n o t be at a l l surpr ised in t h e f u t u r e to see i t become, a t t h e v e r y l e a s t ,
a major s t a t e museum."

Mar j S t o c k w e l l I v a n e k o f D u n n e l l o n , F L . , w r i t e s , "The N e w s l e t t e r b r i n g s m e back t o Wilson
t ime and t ime again- -even i f .on ly in m e m o r y. "* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

D r . James Hohensee, a L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, h a s been e lec ted 1996
p res iden t o f I n t e r Community Memorial H o s p i t a l ' s med ica l s t a f f .

D r . Hohensee has an o f fi c e at 335 High S t r e e t , W i l s o n , and specia l izes in f a m i l y p r a c t i s e
medic ine. He r e c e i v e d h i s medical d e g r e e f r o m SUNY at B u f f a l o Schoo l of M e d i c i n e , and is a
member o f Fami ly Prac t ise Phys ic ians, American Medical A s s o c i a t i o n , and t h e Medica l Soc ie ty
o f N iagara C o u n t y. D r . Hohensee has been a member o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty s ince J u n e , 1992.* * * ¥ * * ¥ * * *

Caro le Schnoor, a t r u s t e e of t h e Wilson Histor ical : S o c i e t y, vw.¥, Was awarcec an Honorary L i f eMembership in t h e Thomas Marks PTA at the Founder's Day celebrat ion h e l d in t h e schoolrecently.
“k ad «x i ¥ + eo Pe %

MUSEUM TO RE-OPEN:
The Wi lson Museum w i l l r e -open Sunday, A p r i l 1 4 t h , from 2-4Pm, and V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , H o s ‑

tess Chrm. , has announced t h a t June and E l t o n K r o p p w i l l be on d u t y to g r e e t v i s i t o r s .
O n A p r i l 2 1 s t , John and Jane Demmin w i l l - b e h o s t and h o s t e s s , and E l t o n Kropp w i l l b e r e ‑

spons ib l e f o r opening the museum.
O n A p r i l 2 5 t h , O l l i e C l a r k w i l l open t h e museum, and h e and H e l e n w i l l g r e e t v i s i t o r s .* * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS: S p r i n g is w o n d e r f u l . It makes you f e e l young enough to do a l l t h e t h i n g s y o u ' r e
o l d enough to k n o w you c a n ' t .* * * &* F & * & &
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BASILS DONATE LAND:

The B a s i l Co. p r o p e r t y, which jo i ned t h e museum prope r t yon t h e sou th s i de o f t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y grounds, h a s been donated t o t h e s o c i e t y b yDonald anc M a r y Ann B a s i l o f
Wilson. A s w i t h o t h e r p r o p e r t y acquired b y t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y, t h e l a n d has been accepted
by t h e Wilson Town Board.

The soc ie t y i s espec ia l l y g r a t e f u l t o t h e B a s i l s , because the l a n d conated comes to w i th in
one f o o t o f t h e r a i l r o a d d e p o t .

I n apprec ia t ion o f t h e i r generous c o n t r i b u t i o n , t h e s o c i e t y ' s Board o f Di rectors v o t e d
unanimously to g i v e M r . and M r s . B a s i l L i f e Memberships in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

. * * * * *& * * * * *
UPDATE:

The f o l l o w i n g names were omi t ted f r o m t h e l i s t o f donors t o t h e b u i l d i n g f u n d i n t h e l a s t
N e w s l e t t e r : G a r y P e t t i t , Sa ra B e r r y , anc Mar j I v a n e k .

In o r d e r to b r i n g you r membership r o l l up to G a t e , you shou ld ado t h e f o l l o w i n g names:
Nan and Wes Johnson, L e e s b u r g , F L ; J a n e t We l c h , S a n t a Cruz ,CA; Norma Ward 751-9887; ano Don
and R u t h We a v e r, 751-6440. * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORTAM:

D r . G e o r g e W. Badger, f o r m e r l y o f W i l son , Cied J a n . 2 9 , 1996, a t L o c k p o r t . H e rece ived h i s
D.V.M. a t C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y, C l a s s o f ' 3 5 , and p r a c t i s e d h i s pro fess ion i n Wi lson & L o c k p o r t .

H e was a L i f e member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, and made two generous donations o f
l and t o t h e soc ie t y t o t a l i n g n e a r l y 1 0 a c r e s . Th i s prov ided space e n a b l i n g t h e s o c i e t y t o e r e c t
two l a r g e d i sp l ay b u i l d i n g s a s w e l l a s 2 l a r g e r a rea f o r t h e i r a n n u a l " fl e a " m a r k e t .

D r . Badger l e a v e s h i s w i f e , Rosemary G a f f n e y B a c g e r, L o c k p o r t ; a s o n , James ( B o n i t a ) Badger
of L o c k p o r t ; and dawjshters, M a r g a r e t (Raymond) Magno of Cambridge,MA; Lucia K a t h r y n Badger of
Boston,MA; and C r i s t e n E l i z a b e t h Badger o f Cambridge, MA, a l s o 6 grandch i ld ren.

A Mass o f C h r i s t i a n B u r i a l was ce leb ra ted a t S t . John t h e B a p t i s t Church , and interment
was in Greenwood Cemetery at Wi lson .

* * * * t * * * * se

F r a n k l i n B i c k f o r d , 8 0 , o f Aiken,SC, d i e d J a n . 3 0 , 1 9 9 6 , a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . H e was a n a t i v e
o f Wi l son , t h e s o n o f Edgar and E v e l y n Car r i gan B i c k f o r c .

He was a yrape grower on t h e Ridge at Ransomvil le f o r o v e r 40 y e a r s , and moved to Aiken a
y e a r ago . He was a member o f t h e D ickersonv i l l e U.M. C h u r c h , and P a s t P r e s . o f t h e Ransomville
Lions Club . H e joinec the Wilson His . Soc. i n 1987. H e was a l s o a n army v e t e r a n , World War I I ,
and received t h e Bronze S t a r w i t h Oak L e a f C l u s t e r whi le serv in w i t h the 45th I n f a n t r y D iv. in
the European Thea te r, Nor th A f r i c a , S i c i l y , and I t a l y .

He is survived by two sons. Dennis (Barbara) Bickford of Aiken; Wi l l iam Bick ford of Ransom‑
v i l l e ; a l s o a b r o t h e r , Lee Bickford of Niagara F a l l s , ané 3 grandchi ldren.

B u r i a l was i n North Ridge Cemetery w i t h R e v. L ionel McCauley o f fi c i a t i n g .
k o e e k k e w e F e k K e k

Claude E. Lampman, 75, died at home Feb. 24 , 1996, a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . He was an army a i r
f o r c e v e t e r a n of World War I I , and r e t i r e d as a machinist f rom Dupont a f t e r 40 years service.
H e l a t e r taugh t a d u l t c l a s s e s i n stained g l a s s design and c r a f t i n g i n area schools.

He was a member of Concordia Lutheran Church of Wilson; t h e Newfane Golden Age C l u b ; t h e
G a s p o r t J e t S e t ; Squares That Care Dancing; and bowled w i t h t h e r u r a l r e t i r e e s , Townl ine B o w l .
H e j o i n e d t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i n 1986.

He is survived by h i s w i f e , Ru th Arfmann Lampman; a s o n , Rev. David (L inda Lowery) Lampman
o f C i n c i n n a t i , O ; and a daugh te r, C r i s t i n a Lampman o f O l c o t t ; a l s o 2 g randch i l d ren .

Serv ices were conducted at T r i n i t y L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , L o c k p o r t , w i t h R e v. O t t o S t ruckman and
R e v. Wayne J a g o y o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n T r i n i t y Lu the ran Cemetery, L o c k p o r t .

* * * *¥ v * ¥ * * *
APRIL PROGRAM:

One o f t h e n i ce r programs g iven l a s t yea r a t t h e museum was a presen ta t i on by "Kindrec"
on t h e h i s t o r y and melodies o f o l d I r i s h songs . M i l e s L innabery, Program C h r m . , has arrancveé
f o r Davie anc F e l i c i a Meyers o f W i l l i a m s v i l l e t o r e t u r n aga in o n A p r i l 1 5 t h when "Kindred"
w i l l p r e s e n t another program encompassing a l a t e r pe r i od of I r i s h songs and melodies.

Th is program w i l l be t h e i s t one in 1996 a f t e r a t h r e e month shut -cown f o r w i n t e r , so i t i s
hoped t h a t everyone w i l l t h r o w o f f t h e w in te r " b l a h s " and s t a r t t h e yea r o f f r i g h t .

Wea l s o wish t o emphsize t h a t a l l meetings o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty a r e open t o t h e
p u b l i c , so remember t h e date, A p r i l 1 5 t h , 7 :30 Pm. at t h e Wilson Museum.

F o l l o w i n g t h e meet ing , l i t e re f reshments w i l l be servec by Sue Cruickshank & C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d .
* % * * % * * we* *

THUMBNAIL SKETCH:
Donalé J . Munch, a L i f e Member o f t h e s o c i e t y, was b o r n Aucg.27, 1934, t h e 3 r d son o f t h e

l a t e E r n e s t and E v e l y n Munch, Ches tnu tR d . , Wilson. He was ce l i ve rec by D r . John B u r n s a t t h e
E v e l y n B i c k f o r d home o n r o u t e 425.

Don at tended t h e D i s t . 7 schoolhouse on C h e s t n u t R d . , and was t a u g h t by D o r o t h y Swick
Ha ls tead . He went to Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l when D i s t . 7 was c l o s e d , and g racua ted f r o m Wilson
High S c h o o l i n 1952.

He served 2 years in t h e U . S . Army, and t h e n became a S t a t e Trooper serv ing a t var ious p o s t s
t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e . Dur ing h i s 2 5 y e a r s with t h e S t a t e P o l i c e h e was a Senior I n v e s t i g a t o r
i n cha rge o f t h e B u r e a u o f Cr imina l I n v e s t i g a t i o n i n Chautauqua C o u n t y. H e was l a t e r employed
in t h e s e c u r i t y Gepartment of Niagara Mowahk.

Don marr ied Retha B a t e s of Sou th Plymouth, N Y, and t h e y b r o u g h t up 4 sons at t h e i r home on
Lake Shore D r i v e , I r v i n g , NY. The i r younges t son was Va led ic to r ian at Lakeshore High School
in 1987.

* * * * * * * ¥ *“ *
LIONS CLUB EASTER EGG HUNT: MUSEUM GROUNDS: SATURDAY; APRIL 6 t h : 12 NOON: MEET “EASTER BUNNY’

7 * * * * * * * *& *
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1996 MEMORIALDAY FAIR:

The t ime is growing c l o s e at hand f o r t h e 24th a n n u a l Memorial Day F a i r which w i l l be h e l d
o n t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y museum grounds , R t . 425 , o n Monday, May 2 7 t h , f r o m 9 t o 5PM.

Good f o o d has a lways been a t o p p r i o r i t y a t t h e a n n u a l f a i r , and t h i s y e a r Chiavet ta 's d e ‑
l i c i o u s Chicken Bar-B-Que w i l l be served f r o m 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Ano the r f a v o r i t e , B e e f on
Weck, wi l l b e f e a t u r e d a l ong w i t h Homemade P i e s .

There w i l l a l s o b e a v a r i e t y o f snacK f o o d s a v a i l a b l e such a s "Dutch C o u n t r y " F u n n e l Cakes;
H o t Dogs; C o t t o n Candy; Popcorn ; Lemonade; Sno Cones; C o f f e and D o n u t s ; and Peps i .

Two huncred fi f t y Vendors a r e expected t h i s y e a r , and t h e y shou ld be s e t - u p f o r business
when t h e f a i r o f fi c i a l l y opens a t 9:00 AM.

Spec ia l entertainment w i l l f e a t u r e t h e Niagara Experience P l a y e r s , a musical h i t at l a s t
y e a r ' s f a i r ; t h e a d r o i t music o f J im Waldron a t t h e p iano ; and , i f weather pe rm i t s , one o r
two jumps by t h e F ron t i e r Sky D i ve rs .

Dave Marmon, WLVL L o c k p o r t , w i l l aga in b roadcas t f r o m t h e grounds i n t h e morning w i t h h i s
t ime l y comments and interv iews w i t h fair-coers.

Since Memorial Day is the time designated each year to honor the servicemen and women who
gave t h e i r l i v e s f o r t h e i r C o u n t r y, members o f Wilson's Mar t in F. Jennings American Legion Post
#836, w i l l have a. ceremony at Noon by the Veteran's Monument and F l a g p o l e . Pos t Commander,
John Demmin, will conduct the s e r v i c e , and t h e p u b l i c i s i n v i t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s solemn
occasion. The Wilson High School Band is a l s o expected to be p resen t .

At tract ions f o r the ch i ld ren w i l l include f r e e b a l l o o n s ; pony r i d e s ; p e t t i n g zoo; a n d a
specia l "Moonwalk/Bounce". Pony r i des and zoo w i l l be provided by Ken and Deboie H i l l of Sanborn.

In the depot , r e g u l a r exh ib i ts w i l l be on d i sp lay, a l s o a r u g weaving demonstration by
Winnie F i sche r, our loom expe r t . I n a d d i t i o n , Eleanor Myers, town h i s t o r i a n , and Marian Camp‑
b e l l , w i l l d isplay o l d copies o f t h e Wilson High School " C r e s t " s o o l d s t e r s can t u r n back the
pages of time and see what they: lookec l i k e when they graduated.

A s p e c i a l C isp lay o f gas powered engines has been a r r a n g e d f o r b y "Skippy" P e t t i t o f Wi lson,
and w i l l i nc lude a wood-planing u n i t , b e l t powered by a t r a c t o r ; a gas powered washing machine;
water whee l ; min ia ture Hay B a l e r ; gas powered w a t e r pumps; s i g h t miscellaneous f a r m gas
engines, and poss ib ly a L o g Saw (¢rag saw) .

There w i l l a l s o be an ant ique c a r show inc l ud ing t h e s o c i e t y ' s models i n t h e D r . Argue
Memorial B u i l d i n g .

The a n n u a l q u i l t drawing has been one o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s more p o p u l a r p r o j e c t s , and t h i s y e a r ' s
" I r i s h Chain" was q u i l t e d b y B e t t y Stimson o f Wilson. The 2n6 p r i z e w i l l b e a b e a u t i f u l w h i t e ,
hand crocheted Afghan made by Blanche Wilson of E a s t W i l s o n , and o t h e r p r i z e s w i l l inc lude a
"Wilson S k e t c h b o o k " , Woodcarving, and two Cookbooks.

The soc ie t y w i l l prov ide f r e e s h u t t l e b u s se rv i ce f r o m v i l l a g e pa rk ing areas a t t h e schoo l s ,
E x l e y Un i ted Method is t C h u r c h , and town and v i l l a g e p a r k i n g l o t s . V i s i t o r s may fl a g down a
bus anywhere e n r o u t e .

F a i r goers may r e s t easy because a Wilson V o l u n t e e r Ambulance Crew w i l l b e parked o n t h e
grounds to admin is ter fi r s t a i d s h o u l d anyone r e q u i r e t h e i r serv ices.

P lann ing and arranging f o r t h e f a i r has m o s t l y been d i rec ted by t h e s o c i e t y ' s appointed
F a i r Committee: Ron Z a u n e r , L o i s B a r n u m , N e t t i e S t i m s o n , G a r y F i t c h , and D a r r e l l S m i t h ,
however, b r i n g i n g t h e f a i r t o a s u c c e s s f u l conc lus ion w i l l a l s o depend o n t h e f o l l o w i n g area
Chairmen: S h i r l e y H u n t e r and S h i r l e y Linnenbank, Chicken Bar -B -Que ; A l t h e a Montgomery, B e e f
@™W e c k ; Pam G r o f f , Homemade P i e s ; D a l e S c h l y e r , H o t Dogs; D a r r e l l and S a l l y S m i t h , F u n n e l
Cakes; Sa ra B e r r y , C o f f e e and Pepsi (Barnum B u i l d i n g ) ; Linda and Joe M o r a n , Sno Cones; Bob
and M a r y Sav igny, Peps i ; Mel inda H u t c h i s o n , C o t t o n Cancy ; D ick and Sue S c h u l t z , Popco rn and
Lemonade; Judy Z a u n e r, C o f f e e and D o n u t s ; N e t t i e Stimson and L o i s Barnum, P u b l i c i t y ; Gary
F i t c h , T i c k e t s ; Anne F a e r y , Memberships; M a r y S c h u l t z , Ways and Means; Doro thy M a x fi e l d ,
Museum; N e t t i e St imson, Vendors{754-7815); Ron Z a u n e r , Vencor Spaces; C l a r k St imson, E n t e r ‑
ta inment; E l e a n o r Mye rs , D isp lays ; Winnie F i s c h e r , Loom; Don B u r r o w s , S h u t t l e Buses; Dan
K i n g , Park ing; B i l l and J a n C y p h e r t , Antique C a r s ; E d H a s t i n g s , C leanup; and F r a n k Massing,
N igh t Watchman.

T r a f fi c control w i l l b e hand led b y t h e t o w and v i l l a g e c o n s t a b l e s and t h e Niagara County
Emergency Serv i ces .

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty thanks everyone f o r t h e i r cooperat ion and i n v i t e s everyone to
come to t h e f a i r on Memorial Day and have a g r e a t t ime .

* + * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: You never see a "U-Hau l " behind a hearse .

* * * * ¥ * * * * ve
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Mary Ann. Pietrowski E a s i l was b o r n in B u f f a l o on A p r i l 17, 1937, t h e daughte r of Frank and
Pauline Czarnecka Pietrowski.

She attended t h e Bishop C o l t o n H i g h School and t h e S. Buffalo Mercy School of S u r g i c a l Tech ‑
n ic ians . F o l l o w i n g h e r mar r iage t o Donald B a s i l , t h e y had-s ix c h i l d r e n , D o n a l d , Mar ianne ,
F r a n c i n e , D a v i d , C a t h e r i n e , and P a u l .

She and h e r husband at tend Our Lady of t h e R o s a r y R . C . Church in W i l s o n , and M a r y Ann is a
f o r m e r President of t h e Parism C o u n c i l , and Founder of t h e Parism F o l k G r o u p .

From J u n e , 1977 to J a n u a r y , 1991, M a r y Ann was Executive Vice-President of t h e B a s i l Eqip‑
ment Corporat ion in Wilson.

a a a a ed :

Donald J. Bas i l was b o r n June 1 2 , 1 9 3 3 , t h e son of G e o r g e ang Marion Lindeneau Bas i l of Bu f
f a l o , NY. He attended S t . Agnes Grammar S c h o o l ; t h e B u f f a l o Technical H i g h S c h o o l ; and t o o k
even ing courses a t E.C.C.C andé B u f f a l o U n i v e r s i t y . ‑

He jo ined t h e U . S . Army and is a member of AALAS, American Legion Post #159 , Ve n i c e , C A . , and
is a member of t h e Mission V a l l e y C o u n t r y C l u b .

F rom 1970 to 1977 , M r . B a s i l was Vice P r e s . and Founder anc 25% owner o f Ecmunds Manufac tu r ‑
i n g Co. o f Wilson who designed washing eguipment f o r h o s p i t a l s , U n i v e r s i t i e s ; a l s o s o f t d r i n k s .

In 1977 through 1991, he was owner o f t h e B a s i l Equipment C o r p . , world-wide manufac tu rer and
Gesigner o f washing eyuipment f o r Pha rmaceu t i ca l s , h o s p i t a l research f a c i l i t i e s , and a t i t s peak
t h e company had 110 employees and a capaci ty of 9,000,000 s a l e s .

M r . B a s i l s o l d h i s Co. t o Amsco i n J a n u a r y , 1991, t h e n manazed t h e company f o r Amsco u n t i l h e
r e t i r e d , J u l y 1, 1993. In 1992, under h i s management, Amsco had s a l e s of 13,000,000 u n i t s .

Donald and M a r y Ann c u r r e n t l y spend 7 ; months a t t h e i r home i n Ve n i c e , F lo r ida where t h e y
p l a y a l o t o f g o l f and dup l i ca te b r i d g e .a a ee a 2
E A S T E REGG HUNT:

The day b e f o r e E a s t e r may have been c o o l and b r e e z y, b u t i t d i d n ' t dampen t h e s p i r i t s o f over
300 s m i l i n g ch i l d ren and t h e i r paren ts who showed up f o r t h e L i o n Club/ Business Association
E a s t e r Egg Hun t h e l d on t h e museum grounds.

Chairmen of t h e event were J i l l P h i l l i p s and Kevin C o r n e l l , and t h e wel l -organized " h u n t "
went o f f w i thout a h i t c h . Ch i ld ren r e g i s t e red and received instructions in t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g
and, a f t e r t h e h u n t , returned t h e r e to t u r n in t h e i r "spec ia l " eggs f o r p r i zes .

L ions Club members, who d i d a fi n e j o b s e t t i n g - u p i n t h e morning and cleaning u p i n the a f t e r ‑
noon were: S t e v e C l a r k , Jim Brady, Doug D a y, John C a r p e n t e r, Fred Lampman, Don W i l t s e , Ernie
G r e n v i l l e , Ray Forsy the, Chuck M i r c u r i o , and Te r r y O'Reilly.

H is tor ica l Soc ie ty members a t t e n d i n g were Eleanor M y e r s , Chrm. o f t h e Barnum Bui ld ing ; E l t o n
Kropp, Grounds C h r m . ; a l s o , Don B u r r o w s , Pres.,Darrell S m i t h , . O l l ie C l a r k & Don Croop , t rustees.we*&*&& & & & & kkFF
ROLL UPDATE:

To b r i n g your membership r o l l up to d a t e , add the names of Tim Schmid le , I t h a c a , NY; Frances
Gnage, Winter Haven,FL; and Diane A l b r i g h t , 751-9920.ekoe & & & & FFK FF
IN MEMORIAM: .

L u c i l e Campbel l K i r c h o f f , 9 4 , a n a t i v e o f W i l s o n , d i e e a t h e r home i n S a n f o r d , F L Feb. 11 , ' 9 6 .
She was b o r n June 9, 1901, t h e daughter o f Daniel and E t t a Hatch Campbell o f Wilson.

She graduated f r o m Wilson H i g h in 1919, and t a u g h t Junior H i g h at Lewiston and Wilson p r i o r
t o marrying Wi l l i am K i r c h o f f . They moved t o Sanfore where shewas a member o f t h e H o l y C r o s s
Episcopal Church. She jo ined t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . in 1984 and became an h o n o r a r y member in 1987.

H e r h u s c a n d , W i l l i a m , predeceased h e r in 1987 , anc she is survived by a s o n , Wi l l iam (Carole)
o f S a n f o r d ; 2 daugh te r s , N i x i e ( P h i l i p ) Coleman o f Oak R idge , NC; and Gretchen (Ramsey) o f
A lexandr ia ,VA; a l s o a s i s t e r , Dora C. Wakeman o f Ransomv i l l e , NY.

ek owe & ke & & F&F & &k *

Ger t rude Imson M a r k s , 9 2 , an H o n o r a r y member of t h e Wi lson H i s . S o c . , d ied at home 3/15/96.
She and h e r l a t e husband , Edward T. M a r k s , operated t h e Marks N u r s e r y in Wilson. She was a mem‑
b e r o f S t . A n d r e w s E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h ; P a s t M a t r o n o f t h e W i l s o n C h a p t e r , O r d e r o f
t h e E a s t e r n S t a r ; P a s t G r a n d o f fi c e r o f t h e N . Y . S t a t e O r d e r o f t h e E a s t e r n S t a r ;
a n d member o f t h e Execu t i ce Comm. o f t h e Home D e p a r t m e n t , N i a g . C o . E x t e n s i o n .

S h e i s s u r v i v e d b y a s o n , Thomas E . ( J u n e ) M a r k s o f W i l s o n ; a d a u g h t e r , E v a L o u
( E a r l e ) C h a r l e s o f To n a w a n d a ; a l s o 3 g r a n d c h i l d r e n a n d 2 g . g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

a a a a a a cD

L o r i n e E . A l l g e i e r , 7 7 , d ied A p r i l 2 , 1996, a t I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane. She was
b o r n in 1918 at Tonawanda, t h e d a u g h t e r of John and L a u r a ( K i b l e r ) K r a u s .

She v a s a L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , and j o i n e d in 1982. H e r husband , R a y, prede ‑
ceasec h e r in 1980, and she is surv ived by 2 s i s t e r s , J a n e t K i n z l e y and Paul ine D e l i s l e ; a l s o
a b r o t h e r in l a w , Edwaré (Mari lyn) A l l g e i e r of Wi lson.

F u n e r a l services were conducted by R e v. Sue Kaiser of E x l e y United Methodist C h u r c h , and
b u r i a l was in Elmlawn C e m e t e r y, Tonawanda.

ke *® *&« %& %& %* #&# %K& FF

CONGRATULATIONS.....TO Jeanne Nablo.¢ Richard Kennedy who were un i ted in marr iage at t h e
E x l e y United Methoi ist Church in Wilson on May 4, 1996 at 2:00PM.

kek *& *« &* %& %& %& %FK KF

SPECIAL FAIR NOTICE:
Sunday, May 2 6 t h , is t h e l a s t d a y to g e t r e a d y f o r t h e Memorial Day F a i r in Wilson. Any

Gonations of baked goods or home-made p ies should be l e f t at t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g , Museum g r o u n d s ,
Sunday a f t e r n o o n , A p r i l 26th.

* * &* %* %&F* F&F F&F * F&F *

SOUNDINGS: Eve ryone can t a k e a l e s s o n f r o m t h e weather. It pays no a t ten t ion to c r i t i c i s m .*¥ 7 * * * * * * # *
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MAY PROGRAM:

M i l e s L innabery w i l l g i v e a t a l k a t t h e May 2 0 , 1996 meet ing o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c . ,
and h i s t o p i c w i l l b e o n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e C i v i l War u n i t , B a t t e r y M , l s t R e g t . , N . Y. L i g h t
A r t i l l e r y . F o l l o w i n g t h e t a l k . l i g h t re f reshments w i l l be served by Kathy Frer ichs and Janet
Naslund. Look ing a h e a d , Mi les r e p o r t s t h a t t h e June Dinner meeting w i l l have a m i l i t a r y theme.* * * * * * * * * *
CENTENARIAN:

F r a n k Fenn o f R a n s o m v i l l e , a n H o n o r a r y member o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , ce lebra ted h i s 100th
b i r t h d a y o n A p r i l 5 , 1996.

F r a n k , a l o n g w i t h h i s b r o t h e r and t w o s i s t e r s , were r a i s e d o n t h e i r g r a n d f a t h e r ' s f a r m i n
Iowa which Frank l a t e r worked when h i s Dad d ied at an e a r l y a g e .

When he moved to Wilson he was w e l l ecuipped to opera te t h e Randa l l Road f a r m t h a t he and
h i s w i f e shared f o r ove r 6 0 y e a r s . I t was t h e r e t h a t t h e y ra i sed t h e i r t h r e e c h i l d r e n , C a r o l ,
F r a n c i s , and Ward.

* * * * *& * * * * *
LOOKIN' GOOD:

Wi lson 's Greenwood Cemetery looked v e r y n i ce d u r i n g t h e w in te r months w i t h i t s many Christmas
wrea ths s e t - o f f w i t h b r i g h t r e d bows . The Greenwood C e m e t e r y Adv i so ry Commi t t ee , L ions C l u b
members, and town w o r k e r s a r e to be complimented f o r t h e inovat ive way t h e y h a v e been improving
t h e g e n e r a l appearance of t h e ceme te ry.

In M a r c h , t h e Wilson Town Board appointed t h e f o l l o w i n g res idents to a one year te rm on t h e
Cemetery Advisory Committee: Barbara M o s h e r, C h r m . , F l o y d C l a r k , Jean F i g u r a , M a r l e n e M a r t i n ,
Doro thy L innabery, E l e a n o r Myers , Rena Rohr ing , Donna F r i t t o n , and S h i r l e y E v a n s .* * * * * * * * * *
HISTORICAL REPORTS FOR MARCH:

The Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y Board of Di rectors v o t e d to g i v e E l t o n K r o p p author izat ion to
purchase a two-wheel c a r t f o r u s e beh ind t h e s o c i e t y ' s l a w n t r a c t o r . Money f o r t h e purchase
was provided by M r . and M r s . Elwood S c h u l t z of Ransomville who r e c e n t l y donated $100 to t h e
s o c i e t y in recogn i t i on o f t h e fi n e work E l t o n has done supervising and h e l p i n : to care f o r t h e ‑
s o c i e t y ' s t e n acres cof grounds. ,

I t was a l s o repor ted t h a t two bus loads of v i s i t o r s p l a n to v i s i t t h e museum. One group, t h e
O i l C i t y To u r s of P a . , is expected June l s t , and t h e Camper-Niagara group f r o m L o c k p o r t is e x ‑
wacted S e p t . S th . oo . ,

* * ¥% + * * * * * ve

CABINET NEEDED:
Doro thy M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r , would l i k e t o l o c a t e a china cabinet which would h e o f g r e a t use

f o r arranging one of the exhib i ts at t h e museum, If anyone reading t h i s has an o l d oak china
cabinet t h a t you would Like to donate or s e l l to the Wilson moseum, we would l i k e to hear f rom
you. Dorothy may be reachee at 751-6311.

ve cd * * * + * * * *

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS: ’
D r . David Gnage, wno graduated f rom Wilson Cen t ra l School in 1963, has been named Senior

O f fi c e r of Finance and Administration at t h e Internat ional Campus, Un ivers i t y of Arizona. A r i ‑
zona In te rna t iona l i s a new p u b l i c 4 -year L i b e r a l A r t s I n s t i t u t i o n in Tu c s o n , and w i l l open
f o r t h e f a l l 1996 semester. D r . Gnageis t h e son of Donalée and Frances (Car r igan) Gnage, l o n g
time res idents o f Wi lson, now r e s i d i n g in F l o r i d a .

* * * * * * * * te *

Ru th Thomas was honored in A p r i l at t h e a n n u a l L a i t y Banquet of t h e United Methodist Church
as one o f t h e ou ts tand ing l a y persons in t h e Batavia D i s t r i c t .* * * * * * ¥ * * *

Wi l l i am McLaughlin, a t r u s t e e of t h e Ransomville F r e e L i b r a r y and L i f e Member of t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, spoke o n b e h a l f o f a l l l i b r a r i e s i n Niagara County when h e thanked members
o f t h e Niagara County L e g i s l a t u r e f o r t h e i r continued suppor t o f t h e 11 l i b r a r i e s i n t h e c o u n t y.

* * * *¥ * * * * * *
At a r e c e n t meet ing of t h e v i l l a g e B o a r d , M i l t o n " O l l i e " C l a r k was appointed d e p u t y mayor of

t h e v i l l a s e of Wi lson; Berne Kent and Ann H o r t o n were appointed to t h e Zoning Board of Appeals ;
and C h a r l t o n Bu lmar and Norma Ward were appointed to t h e P lann ing B o a r d . .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM HOSTS & HOSTESSES FOR MAY:

V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w , C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t A r t Schnoor w i l l open t h e museum o n May 5 t h , and
t h a t M e l v a and Ted B u l l w i l l g r e e t v i s i t o r s .

O n May 1 2 t h , Don Croop w i l l open museum and Tom and H e l e n Rodgers w i l l b e h o s t : and h o s t e s s .
May 1 9 t h , H o y t Desso w i l l open mueum and B i l l and Maxine Jones w i l l b e g r e e t e r s .
F a i r w o r k e r s w i l l cpen t h e museum o n May 2 6 t h , and C h e r y l Brown and Donna F r i t t o n w i l l watch

t h e museum anc g r e e t any v i s i t o r s . Museum hours o n Sunday a f t e r n o o n s a r e a l w a y s 2 t o 4 Pm.* * * * & * * * * *
GOOD OLD DAYS:

I n response t o a n i tem i n t h e l a s t N e w s l e t t e r , Marion P e t t i t sa id t h a t she subs t i tu ted o n
t h e 1926 G i r l s Baske tba l l Team coached by Lyd ia Southard. She r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e y a l s o played
i n M i d é l e t o n ' s H a l l , and one t ime one o f h e r opponents o n t h e Youngstown Team g o t p r e t t y rough .
Marion noted t h a t t h e g i r l had a r e a l l o n g p i g t a i l , s o , i n r e t a l i a t i o n , she yanked r e a l ha rd o n
i t . Needless to sav- "sc rappy" l i t t l e Marion had a f o u l c a l l e d on h e r .

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r, 1927, t h e g i r l ' s squac was composed o f : Manager, Beatrice Demmin;
Captain, Grace Waterman; L a u r a K i n g ; L u c i l l e T r e i c h l e r ; Beatrice G e a r t z ; Doro thy S c h u l t z ; Wilma
D u n k l e y ; and Coach, Marion E v a n s . * * kek # & & & &

FINAL THOUGHT:
Quarre ls would n o t l a s t l o n g i f t h o f a u l t were o n l y on one sgice.

. * kw & & & * * %
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COMMUNITY BACKS SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT:
A group of residents in t h e Wilson Community i n i t i a t e d t h e p l a n to see t h e o l d 1861 Randa l l

Roa¢é Schoolhouse moved to t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y museum grounds where it would he p r e s e r v e d
as one o f Wilson's most t r e a s u r e d t r ad i t i ons - - t he r u r a l one room schoolhouse.

Most o f t h e school houses t h a t served c h i l d r e n in t h e r u r a l area have been conver ted i n t o
houses with t h e except ion of t h e Randal l Road School which was spared when i t became a Com‑
munity C e n t r e .

Since t h e b u i l d i n g belonged t o t h e Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l D i s t r i c t , t h e schoo l boa rd was
approachec by t h e community committee and t h e Board agreed to t u r n t h e b u i l d i n g o v e r to t h e
Town of Wilson.

In o r d e r to move t h e b u i l d i n g to t h e museum grounds , a s t e e r i n g committee composed of
Jean F i g u r a , Chrm. , Wanda B u r r o w s , S e c y. , J a n e t S p o r l e d e r, C o r . S e c y. , and E d and M a r i l y n
A l l g e i e r , Ways & Means, was organ ized t o d i r e c t o p e r a t i o n s . O t h e r members were H a z e l Salisbury,
Nina M o w e l l , E l l e n Hibbard , Don B u r r o w s , P a t r i c i a R i c e , Denise O r z e l l , Mar t i n M i l l e r , C a r o l
Fenn . and Richard Scnmidle.

Since funds had to be raised to move t h e bu i ld ing , an app l i ca t ion to the S t a t e Parks and
H is to r i c Preservation was drawn up by Jean Figura and Wanda B u r r o w s , and l a t e r approved f o r
$12,000 through the o ffices of Assemblyman Joseph P i l l i t t e r e of Niacara F a l l s .

Money ra is ing events were h e l d to raise funds f o r t he schoo l ' s renovat ion inc l ud ing an
auction a t the h i s t o r i c a l soc iety grounds which n e t t e d $4,000 d o l l a r s . Auction workers were
E ¢ and Mar i lyn A l l g e i e r , Don and Wanda Bur rows , Jane F igu ra , Jean F igu ra , H a r r y F igura , Anne
ana E r i c H e n r y, Karen Huguenor, Dorothy M a x fi e l é , Dennis M e i e r , Bruce Muck, Denise and Norman
O r z e l , Tony O r z e l , Nancy P e r r y, E l l e n Truesda le , B i l l and Sh i r l ey U r t e l , Dave Warsocki, Don
W i l t s e , Janice and Kammy Zahno, El izabeth H e l d , and members of t h e Wilson Lions C l u b .

Cash donations were a l s o received from Edgar and E lo ise C u l v e r w e l l , Wi l l iam R . Reese,
Mar i l yn A l l g e i e r , Hazel Sa l i sbury, Diane A l b r i g h t , Don Croop, Janice Zahno, and Marlene Schotz.

Contributions f r o m s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , businesses, and i n d i v i d u a l s r e a l i z e d about $1500, and
o t h e r f u n d r a i s e r s were h e l d b y t h e Wilson Mothers C l u b , t h e Gnos t i c G u i l d , Thomas Marks 4 t h
g r a d e r s , W.H. Stevenson Elementary PTA and 6 t h grade s t u d e n t s , t h e Wilson L ions C l u b , and
town of Wilson 5K Race and t h e "Salmon R u n " .

The Wilson Junior H igh PTSA a l s o wanted to be invo lved in t h e p r o j e c t and sponsored a c o n ‑
t e s t to fi n d a l o g o f o r t h e "Save t h e Schoolhouse P r o j e c t " . The contes t was chai red by Denise
O r z e l , and t h e winner was Nicholas Hageman. H i s winn ing l o g o appears on ma te r i a l s d i s t r i bu ted
by t h e S t e e r i n g Committee.

A l o w b i d of #13,400 was submitted by F a r l e y Riggers of L o c k p o r t to move t h e schoolhouse
to t h e museum grounds and p l a c e i t on i t s new foundat ion. An experienced c a r p e n t e r a l s o
o f f e r e d t o r e c o n s t r u c t t h e b e l l t o w e r o n t h e s c h o o l .

Renovation of t h e schoo l to i t s o r i g i n a l cond i t i on was agreed upon, and t h e committee a l s o
proposed t h a t it s h o v l d be a "work ing" schoolhouse r a t h e r t han j u s t a museum t y p e . F o r i ns tance ,
teachers wou ld be encouraged to h o l d c l a s s e s t h e r e in o r d e r to a l l o w ch i l d ren to experience
fi r s t hand what i t was l i k e t o a t t e n d a r u r a l s c h o o l .

The R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse p r o j e c t appears to be w ide l y suppo r ted in t h e community, and
t h i s is b o r n o u t by t h e number of serv ices and donations t h a t have a l r e a d y been prov ided .
Some examples a r e : Modern C o r p . , dumpster serv ice ; Giusiana Arch i tec ts & Eny ineers , a r c h i t e c t
drawings; Hensche l l Farms and Incarcera t ion prog ram of t h e Niagara Coun ty S h e r i f f ' s D e p t . ,
c l e a r i n g schoolhouse grounds ; Diane A l b r i g h t and N e t t i e a n d C l a r k St imson, l o c a t i n g items f o r
schoolhouse; B i l l and S h i r l e y U r t e l l "Auct ion Auct ion se rv i ces ; B r u c e M u c k , auc t ion s e r v i c e ;
E d A l l g e i e r , Jane F i g u r a , and Mark W i l l i a m s , v ideo w o r k ; and Anne Rohr ing , p a i n t i n g o f Randa l l
R e . Schoo lhouse . ( t o be k e p t :in s c h o o l ) .

A l i s t o f f u r n i s h i n g s a l r e a é y donated inc lude s c h o o l desks b y E l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l ( 1 ) ; Roger
N e l s o n f a m i l y ( 4 ) ; Annabe l l e F rea tman ( 1 ) ; Barbara E g g e r t , ( 1 ) ; Diane A l b r i g h t , s c h c o l waste ‑
b a s k e t ; Rober t Hedr i ck , p i c tu re of George Washington and c h i l d ' s S l a t e ; and Anne Roh r i ng ' s
schoolhouse p a i n t i n g bought and donated by J u d i t h K i n g , Fred B e u t e l , M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , and
Wanda B u r r o w s . Many o t h e r items have a l s o been donated t o t h e H i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y f o r use i n
t h e schoolhouse such as schoo l b e l l s , books, d e s k s , a n d i tems purchased by Schoolhouse Comm.

Much study and thought were g i ven to s e l e c t i n g a s i t e f o r t h e schoolhouse and t h e s o c i e t y ' s
Planning Board f e l t t h e schoo l shou ld b e n e a r e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s , c l o s e t o res t rooms , pa rk ing ,
Handicap a c c e s s i b i l i t y, a s w e l l a s g a s , w a t e r , and e l e c t r i c t y i f needed. The i r suggest ions
were approved by t h e soc ie t y ' s Board of D i r e c t o r s , g e n e r a l membership, and Town Boa rd .

More donations received r e c e n t l y w i l l b e l i s t e d i n t h e n e x t N e w s l e t t e r .
(Continued on page 2)
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The schoolhouse is expected to be on t h e museum grounds sometime in June a n d , when it i s ,
a h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y committee chaired b y Wanda B u r r o w s w i l l b e i n c h a r g e o f i t s r e n o v a t i o n .

Wanda's committee w i l l be w o r k i n gin c l o s e harmony w i t h t h e s t e e r i n g commi t tee , t h e museum
c u r a t o r , Do ro thy M a x fi e l d , and t h e Wilson Town Board.* * * * * * * * * *
THE FORGOTTEN REGIMENT: .

It is r a t h e r remarkable t h a t d u r i n g t h e C i v i l W a r , a s m a l l community l i k e Wilson was a b l e
t o s u p p l y 385 v o l u n t e e r s i n t o 3 9 d i f f e r e n t branches o f t h e m i l i t a r y serv ice.

I n 1 9 1 7 , L e v i Gilman P e t t i t , who served i n t h e 8 t h New Yo r k Vo l u n t e e r Heavy A r t i l l e r y ,
made up a l i s t of t h e Wilson men who served in t h e C i v i l War f r o m Wilson. Thanks to Bessie
C o l e , we were a b l e to read a copy of t h e b o o k "The F o r g o t t e n Regiment", which describes in
d e t a i l t h e e x p l o i t s o f one o f t hose m i l i t a r y u n i t s i n which Wilson men s e r v e d , t h e New Yo r k
1 5 l s t Volunteer Regiment.

I t seems t h a t t h e regiment was organized at Camp Church in L o c k p o r t , and was mustered i n t o
serv ice o n October 2 z , 1862. They l e f t New Yo r k t h e f o l l o w i n g cay t o serve i n t h e 8 t h Corps
near Bal t imore,MD; South Mounta in , MD; and West V i r g i n i a .

The 1 5 l s t was engaged i n b a t t l e s f r o m P e t e r s b u r g , VA i n 1862 t o t h e Appomattox Campaign
ané sur render in A p r i l , 1865. T h e i r r a n k s were so dep le ted by December, 1864 , t h e y were c o n ‑
so l idated i n t o a Bat ta l i on of 5 Companies, and cont inued in service u n t i l J u n e , 1865, when
t h e y were mustered o u t at Washington, DC.

D u r i n g t h e w a r , 8 0 men o f t h e 151s t were k i l l e d i n a c t i o n , 2 6 d i e d o f wounds, and 9 1 d ied
of d isease. Of t h e t o t a l men k i l l e d , 23 d ied wh i l e in t h e h a n d sof t h e enemy.

AccorcGing to t h e reco rds of L e v i P e t t i t , 13 men served in t h e 1 5 l s t Regiment f r o m Wilson:
H e n r y B a l l o w ; Ch r i s t i an Decko ; Lemue l F o o t e ; James H a r r i s ; H e n r y Hutch ins ; Enoch P e t t i t ;
G e o r g e S c o u t e n ; Edwin S t o c k w e l l ; G e o r g e S t u r g i s ; Lambert S t u r g i s ; Lo ren Wa r r e n ; John Wi lkens ;
and L u r e n Wi lson. * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Win i f red Helwig F i s c h e r , 7 7 , a c h a r t e r member o f t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y, c i e s sud ‑
d e n l y a t home, May 3 , 1996.

She was b o r n in Tonawanda, and graduated f r o m K i b l e r H i g h S c h o o l , and a l s o at tended M i l l a r d ‑
F i l lmo re C o l l e g e and t h e American Banking I n s t i t u t e . She was a l o n g t ime res iden t o f Wilson
and a member o f E x l e y United Methodist Church; American Legion A u x i l i a r y ; Delphic C i r c l e ;
United Church Women; 4-H Sponsors Committee; Environmental Management C o u n c i l , and the South
Wilson Vo l u n t e e r F i re Company A u x i l i a r y.

She servec t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty as Refreshment Chairman in 1976 and 1977; Chairman of
the Ways & Means Committee in 1987 and 1988; and.Hostéss Chairman in 1995. She a l s o enjoyed
cemonstrat ing how to operate a loom at t h e s o c i e t y ' s annual Memorial Day F a i r.

She is survived hy th ree daughters , Sharon (Joeseph) Rico of Tonawanda; S h i r l e y (Lar ry )
Novak of Syracuse; and G a i l A. Fischer of R o c h e s t e r , a l s o two grandchildren, Jennifer and
Hanah Novak. L.

Services were he ld i n t h e E x l e y United Methodist Ctiurch w i t h Rev. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g ,
and b u r i a l was in Greenwood Cemetery, Wilson.* * * * ¥ * * * * a
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE:

Yo u may b r i n g your membership r o l l up to d a t e by adding t h e f o l l o w i n g persons: M a l c o l m
and Sy l v i a McCuaig, 751-6749; Tom and G a i l Wa l d e r , 751-9679; Maynard P e t t i t , 751-9122;
Ka th leen Peckenpaugh, Cheektowaga, N Y; S t e v e and K a r e n Mendes , P o r t l a n d , C T; and Jonathon
and Va l e r i e Wa l d e r, A r g y l e , TX. We extend a spec ia l welcome to Kathleen Peckenpaugh of
Cheektowaga, N Y- - a r e c e n t new member.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

Emma S c h r a d e r , 9 3 , was f e a t u r e d i n t h e r e c e n t e d i t i o n o f "Pr ide" publ ished b y t h e Union
Sun & J o u r n a l . Emma was descr ibed as t h e "Cookie Lacy " who l o v e s to bake and donate h e r
d e l i c i o u s creat ions at many meet ings of l o c a l organ iza t ions . As many w i l l t e s t i f y who have
been l u c k y enough to en joy h e r t a s t y c o o k i e s , h e r a b i l i t y as a t o p n o t c h b a k e r is unquestioned.

Emma i s a n H o n o r a r y member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, and w e d o n ' t fi n d i t u n u s u a l
t h a t she was Refreshment Chairman f r o m 1985 t h r o u g h 1991.

* * * +* ¥ * * * * *
PROMOTE COMMUNITY:

One organ iza t ion t h a t i s work ing f o r t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t o f t h e l o c a l community i s t h e
Wilson L ions C l u b . They donate much o f t h e i r t ime anc resou rces to h e l p Wi l son - re la ted
p r o j e c t s , and f o r e m o s t amongst t h e s e is t h e i r s u p p o r t of eye examinations and g l a s s e s f o r
t h e needy. Greenwoud Cemetery h a s a l s o been on t h e i r l i s t of "good t u r n " p r o j e c t s as w e l l
a s t h e i r suppor t f o r D . A . R . E . , B l i n d w o r k , B u f f a l o E y e B a n k , Community and C i t i z e n s Awards ,
t h e Wyndam Lawn Home f o r c h i l d r e n , Ha l l owe 'en p a r t i e s f o r t h e k i d s , and t h e recen t E a s t e r
Egg h u n t h e l d at t h e Wilson Museum.

Since most of t h e funds r a i s e d by t h e L i o n s come b a c k to t h e Wilson Community in one way
o r a n o t h e r , i t wou ld seem t h a t i f y o u be l i eve c h a r i t y beg ins a t home, t h e L i o n s C l u b would
b e a good p l a c e t o s t a r t .

* * * * * *# * * * *
YOU'RE GETTING OLDER... . .‑

When everyth ing h u r t s and what d o e s n ' t h u r t d o e s n ' t w o r k . . . . .your ch i ld ren l o o k middle
a g e d . . . . .your mind accepts c o n t r a c t s your body c a n ' t m e e t . . . . . you know a l l t h e answers b u t
nobody a s k s you a n y t u i n g . . . . .o r y o u f e e l l i k e t h e morning a f t e r , and you h a v e n ' t been anywhere.

¥* * * * * x * * * *

SOUNDINGS:
Yeo e r r is human, b u t to r e a l l y f o u l t h i n g s u p , you neec 3 computer.* FF& & & & Fe OF
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MUSEUM ATTENDANTS:

Museum at tendants f o r June have been submitted by V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w, Ch rm. , as f o l l o w s :
June 2nd: Open Museum, A r t Schnoor ; Hostesses, Dorothea Mark and G e r r y Swann.
June 9 t h : Open Museum, C e l e s t e Crawfo rd ; Hos tesses , Marion Campbel l and A j i c e Davenpor t .
June 16 th : Open Museum, Lo is Barnum; Hos tesses , H e l e n H o r t o n and H e l e n Stevens .
June 23rd: Open Museum, Richard Schmidle; H o s t & H o s t e s s , Fen ton and Bessie C o l e .
June 30 th : Open Museum, Dan..Croop; H o s t and H o s t e s s , Sidney and Donna P e t t i t .

Museum hours a r e f r o m 2-4PM, Sunday a f t e r n o o n s , and t h e p u b l i c i s i n v i t e d . N o admission f e e
b u t donations w i l l be g ra te fu l l y a c c e p t e d .

* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP ROLL UPDATE:

D o r i s (Swick) F r a s e r , Honorary Member, h a s new address: Goodman Gardens, 8 N. Goodman S t . ,
Rochester, NY 14607. Omitted f r o m R o l l , P a t r i c i a N u n a l e y, Yuma, Arizona.

* > * * * * * * * *
ARBOR DAY TREE PLANTING:

A l a r g e sunburs t l o c u s t t r e e was p l a n t e d on t h e museum grounds on May 4, 1996, by members
o f t h e T r i Town Clan 4-H Club under t h e leadersh ip o f S h i r l e y H a r p e r and Linda Stase lavage .
The t r e e was s u p p l i e d by t h e Niagara County A r b o r Day Program administered by C o r n e l l Coopera-‑
t i v e Extension o f Niagara County w i t h a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g g i v e n b y Niagara County 4 - H Sponsors ,
I n c . , OxyChem of Niagara F a l l s , t h e Niagara County Federation of Conservation C l u b s , and
American R e f u e l of Niagara F a l l s .

The t r e e was p l a n t e d by Sharon Stase lavage , A l i c i a Z e i t z , B e t t y Z e i t z , A l b e r t S t r a s b u r g ,
and K a t e l i p Smith. H i s t o r i c a l Society r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a t t e n d i n g the ceremony were Town Supe r ‑
v i s o r , Wa l t e r E v a n s , Don B u r r o w s , Presi@ent, E l t o n K r o p p , Grounds Chrm., & Wanda B u r r o w s , C o r. S e c .

* * * * * * * * * *
SK SALMON RUN & 4 MILE FUN RUN: :

The l l t h a n n u a l $ K Salmon Run w i l l b e h e l é i n Wilson S a t u r d a y, June 15, 1996 s t a r t i n g a t
SPM. A one m i l e Fun Run w i l l s t a r t at 4 :30 PM. The Salmon Run is a USA Tr a c k an@ F i e l d
sanctioned e v e n t .

The 5K r o u t e commences at K r u e g e r P a r k on R t . 18 on t h e shores of Lake O n t a r i o , and runners
t r a v e l t h e shore l ine to Wintergreen I s l a n d in Tuscarora B a y. A f t e r l oop ing t h e i s l a n d , t hey
l e a v e t h e picturesque y a c h t c l u b area and proceed th rough t h e p r e t t y v i l l a g e of Wilson s t r e e t s
back t o t h e P a r k .

Entree fees f o r t h i s y e a r ' s race w i l l b e n e fi t t h e Wilson Opt imist Club and the Juvenile
Diabetes Foundation, Western New York Chapter.

The major sponsor f o r t h i s y e a r ' s race is CYRK, a nat ional corpora t ion and manufacturer of
h i g h q u a l i t y a p p a r e l , accessor ies, aad promot ional items f o r recognized brands such as Mar l bo ro ,
F i l a , Timberland and t h e i r own CYRK s p o r t l a b e l . A l l par t i c ipan ts w i l l receive a spec ia l l y
designed h i g h q u a l i t y CYRK s h i r t .

Other sponsors include M i l k f o r Hea l t h o n t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r , Marine Midland Bank , M.H.
White S i d i n g and Roofing, McIntosh & M c I n t o s h , P. C . , Seaway Insurance Associates, Wa l t e r E .
Moxham, J r . , A t t y . at Law, Wilson's Lakeside M a r k e t , and t h e Town of Wilson.

App l i ca t ions can be obtained by c a l l i n g 751-6704. A P o s t Race P a r t y w i l l be h e l d a t K r u e g e r ' s* b * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

H a r o l d Donner of I t h a c a w r i t e s t h a t h i s s o n , D a v i d , was unable to fi n d back numbers of
t h e 1928 Wilson " S t a r " when h e v i s i t e d t h e museum r e c e n t l y . H e suggests t h a t some o f these
issues migh t be l o c a t e d if p e o p l e would check t h e i r a t t i c s . Sounds l i k e a good suggestion
because t h a t ' s p robab l y t h e o n l y way these Gopiescould be l o c a t e c .* * * * * * * * * &
JUNE DINNER MEETING:

A C i v i l War g a r r i s o n m e a l w i l l b e served a t t h e a n n u a l dinner meet ing o f t h e s o c i e t y o n
June 1 7 t h a t 6 :00 o ' c l o c k .

M r s . Janet S p o r l e d e r i s i n charge and i s e x p e c t e dt o b e assisted b y S h i r l e y E v a n s , Barbara
Mosher, L u c i l l e U p t o n , Emily McAvoy, and J a n e t N a s l u n d .

F o l l o w i n g t h e d i m e r , M i l es Linnabery, p rog ram c h r m . , w i l l p r e s e n t a program about B a t t e r y
M , { s t New Yo r k L i g h t A r t i l l e r y .

The p u b l i c is i n v i t e d and t i c k e t s w i l l be ava i lab le at t h e d o o r.* * * * * * * * * *
DIARY OF A DEADMAN:

A new s u p p l y of "Diary of a Deadman" have been purchased f r o m t h e Nat ional P a r k Serv i ce ,
and copies a r e now avai lab le at t h e Wilson Museum.

D ia ry of a Deadman was compiled by Jean P. Ray of Wa v e r l y, I o w a , who is a l s o a member of
n e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. The book conta ins t h e uned i ted l e t t e r s f r o m t h e p e r s o n a l d i a r y

o f I r a P e t t i t , who grew u p o n t h e Maple Road i n t h e town o f Wilson.
The h i s t o r i c a l soc i e t y h a s p l a c e d a h i s t o r i c m a r k e r in f r o n t o f t h e cobbles tone house

o n M a p l e Road which was b u i l t b y I r a ' s f a t h e r , C l i n t o n P e t t i t , i n 1835.
When t h e C i v i l War s t a r t e d , I r a en l i s ted a t L o c k p o r t and served i n Co. F, 1 l t h U . S . I n f a n t r y

o f t h e 5 t h Army Corps . ;
He was cap tu red on June 2, 1864, and d ied in t h e infamous Andersonvi l le p r i s o n on t h e

18th o f O c t o b e r, 1864.
While researching h e r book , Jean Ray v i s i t e d Wi l son , and obtained v a l u a b l e in fo rmat ion

f rom t h e l a t e town h i s t o r i a n , Doro thy T h i l k , and Lawrence Pease.* * * * * * * * * ¥
DID YOU KNOW. . . . . , .

Tha t Joseph E l l i c o t t e tab l ished t h e 12" f o o t measurement, and l a i d o u t t h e C i t y of B u f f a l o
a S w e l l a s many county roads? He.died i n a m e n t a l h o s p i t a l i n N . Y. C i t y, p o o r and f o r g o t t e n .* * * * * * * * * *
TOMAKE A GOOD SPEECH, h a v e a gooa beginning and a good endinc--and p u t them as c lose t o g e t h e r

a S p o s s i b l e . =
* #e W 5 a sod * = ae *
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SUCCESSFUL FAIR:
The 1996 Memorial Day F a i r was perhaps t h e b i g g e s t and b e s t eve r h e l d in Wilson s ince i t s

i ncep t i on 24 years ago . L a r g e c rowds , g e n e r a t e d by b e a u t i f u l w e a t h e r, m i l l e d around t h e
grounds a l l d a y, and everyone seemed to en joy t h e huge fl e a m a r k e t , ant ique c a r s , g a s o l i n e
engine d i s p l a y s , museum e x h i b i t s , musical en te r ta inment , and fi n e f o o d s .

Ve t e r a n s o f Wi lson's Mar t in F. Jennings American L e g i o n P o s t #836, l i n e d u p a t noon t o h o n o r
t h e servicemen and women who gave t h e i r l i v e s f o r t h e i r c o u n t r y, and l a t e r a spec ia l fl y - o v e r
and jump b y 8 members o f t h e F r o n t i e r Sky Divers b r o u g h t addeé¢ p l e a s u r e f o r t h e crowd.

V i s i t o r s were parked f r o m t h e I d e Road t o t h e v i l l a g e where t h e s o c i e t y ' s f r e e s h u t t l e bus
serv ice t r a n s p o r t e d many o f them t o and f r o m t h e museum f r o m 9Am. t o 6Pm.

The H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty r e a d i l y concedes t h a t p u t t i n g o n t h e f a i r wou ld b e v e r y d i f fi c u l t
wi thout t h e cooperat ion of suppor t ive non-members and f r i e n d l y business organ iza t ions who
" p i t c h i n " to make t h e f a i r a success.

S e v e r a l area chairmen who were n o t included i n t h e l a s t n e w s l e t t e r were Marge W i l l i a m s ,
who d i d a fi n e j o b o n a d v e r t i s e i n g , and t h e Union Sun & J o u r n a l f o r t h e i r t i m e l y coverage b o t h
before and a f t e r the f a i r .

Doug and J u l i e Smith drove to the f a i r f rom Pennsylvania, and volunteered to r u n t h e ba l loon
concession. They handed o u t hundreds of f r e e bal loons to the youngsters and d i d n ' t s top u n t i l
they had used up 2,000 l b s . of gas .

One of the youngest f a i r c h r m . , Joshua’ Smittr,was in charge of chi ldrens ' games. He and h i s
helpers were ab le t o t u r n over $100 t o the Cub S c o u t s , p l u s another $100 t o the h i s t o r i c a l soc.

The f a i r committee consis t ing of L o i s Barnum, Ron Z a u n e r, Ne t t i e St imson, Gary F i t c h , ané@
D a r r e l l Smith, wish to thank a l l area chairmen and t h e i r workers f o r a g r e a t j o b , w e l l done-‑
a l s o a l l l o c a l businessmen and organizat ions who helped.

One organizat ion f o r which the society is deeply g r a t e f u l is the Wilson Vo lun tee r Ambulance
Crew who parked t h e i r ambulance across f r o m the entranceway to t h e grounds. Always ready f o r
any emergency, t h e y do a g r e a t j o b f o r t h e Wi lson Community a n d , when t h e t ime comes to g i v e
them y o u r support, we a l s o shou ld be r e a d y.

Park ing is v e r y essen t ia l f o r a smooth-running f a i r , and t h e soc ie ty wishes to thank L a r r y |
K i e f f e r , Resident En uvineer of t h e Depar tment o f Transpor ta t ion , L o c k p o r t , f o r lend ing us o v e r
100 r e d cones t o c o n t r o l p a r k i n g o n L a k e S t r e e t . W e a r e a l s o g r a t e f u l t o t h e Niagara County |
Emergency Serv ice who suppl ied men to h e l p w i t h pa rk i ng .

Basil/Amsco permi t ted t h e soc ie t y to u s e t h e i r p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s f o r o u r many w o r k e r s and
chairmen, and it might a l s o : be n o t e d t h a t one park ing s p o t was roped o f f so t h a t a mother K i l dee r
c o u l d remain on h e r n e s t undisturbed.

O t h e r p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s were provided b y P f e i f f e r ' s Foods, Home and Garden C e n t e r , and
Onta r io O r c h a r d s , and opera t ion of t h e f r e e s h u t t l e b u s serv ice wasenhanced because of park ing
f a c i l i t i e s provided b y Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , E x l e y Un i ted Methodist C h u r c h , and t h e Town and
V i l l a g e park ing a reas .

We a l s o would l i k e to acknowledge and thank Hank Brummer of Newfane who loaned us t h e use
of t e n t a b l e s ; Bob Schearer o f Wilson who donated t h e wood c a r v i n g f o r t h e qu i l t - ‐drawing; The
U p s t a t e M i l k Co-op f o r t h e donation of one c a s e of c o f f e e creamers; t h e Rainbow Connection
o f Wi lson f o r d i s p l a y i n g t h e s o c i e t y ' s q u i l t ; and M e r r i t t T h i l k o f S o u t h Wi lson f o r hook ing u p
and w i r i n g a l i n e f o r t h e f u n n e l c a k e s - - a l s o removing f r e o n f r o m a n o l d r e f r i g h a t o r .

S e t t i n g up f o r t h e annua l f a i r i s g e n e r a l l y a two-day ope ra t i on , and we espec ia l l y thank
M r . Damiani and t h e young men i n t h e schoo l w r e s t i n g c l u b f o r t h e i r h e l p . They h e l p e d Ron ;
Zauner mark o f f o v e r 370 spaces f o r t h e Ve n d o r s , b u t w i t h a dozen s t r o n g young w r e s t l e r s do ing i
t h e j o b , t h e y a c t u a l l y made i t l o o k e a s y.

"Micky" H u n t e r deserves a , p a t o n t h e back f o r spending most o f t h e day p a i n t i n g t h e s h e l t e r - ‑
needless to s a y, on f a i r day i t l ooked g r e a t .

A f t e r t h e f a i r is o v e r , everyone is t i r e d , b u t everyone s t u c k it o u t u n t i l t h e i r w o r k areas
looked sp ick and span- - in f a c t , by 9PM, i t was h a r d to imagine t h a t a f a i r had been h e l d on
the grounds t h a t d a y.

E d Hast ings k e p t t h i ngs moving d u r i n g s e t - u p and c l e a n - u p , a n d , a t t h e r i s k o f l e a v i n g same‑
one o u t , Ray G r o f f , Ron Z a u n e r , Dick Scmid le , D a r r e l l S m i t h , C a r l Jennejohn, Micky H u n t e r ,
C a l v i n S c h u l t z , Don B u r r o w s , G a r y F i t c h , a n d a l l f a i r c h a i r m e n w o r k e d h a r d

The new s to rage b u i l d i n g p r o v e dto be a b i g " P l u s " , and gnder t h e superv is ion of Dan King,
t a b l e s , c h a i r s , t i c k e t b o o t h s , t e n t s , and a v a r i e t y o f o t h e r mater ia ls w i l l be s t o r e d n e a t l y
and be e a s i l y accessib le.

* * * * * * * * * *
D O N T M O A T . T h a e m a l l a c t anand t u r n i c k e t t e r t a n : t h e e r a n c e s k h i s h e n t i o n .
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MUSEUM VISITATIONS:
Some h is to r i ca l s o c i e t y o f fi c e r s do t h e i r j obs so w e l l and c u i e t l y , o the rs a r e n ' t a l w a y s aware

o f what t h e i r dut ies en ta i l . Which b r i n g s t o mind t h e s o c i e t y ' s t o u r s cha i rman , L u c i l l e Up ten ,
who makes a l l t h e arrangements f o r v i s i t i n g t o u r busses or school ch i l d ren . She has a l s o
w r i t t e n up extensive guidelines f o r hos tesses to r e f e r to when t h e y greet v i s i t o r s on Sunday
a f t e r n o o n s .

O n S a t u r d a y, June 1 s t , about 3 8 members o f a n ant ique ca r c l u b i n O i l C i t y , P a . , stopped
f o r a v i s i t and were greeted b y L u c i l l e U p t o n , Ce les te C r a w f o r d , Sa ra B e r r y , H o y t D e s s o , and
t h i s w r i t e r . A l though t h e y were m a i n l y interested in t h e D r . John Argue C a r B u i l d i n g , t h e y a l s o
spent time v i s i t i n g t h e o t h e r b u i l d i n g s . C o o l A i d and C o f f e e was provided, a l o n g w i t h cook i es ,
and everyone appeared t o have a good sociable a f t e r n o o n .

Everyth ing seemed to go smooth ly on June 1 0 t h and 1 2 t h , when 2nd grade youngsters f r o m t h e
Thomas Marks School walked to t h e museum. They a r r i ved at 9:45 AMw i t h one c l a s s going to
P f e i f f e r s wh i l e t h e o t h e r remained a t t h e museum. A l l c l a s s e s ar r ived w i t h t h e i r teachers anc
severa l parents f r o m each group w i t h M a r y Wa t t and P a t Lash a r r i v i n g o n Monday, and James B r y e r
and Sue Cruickshank coming on Wednesday.

L u c i l l e U p t o n and C e l e s t e Crawford greeted t h e youngsters who were Givided i n t o s m a l l groups.
A teacher or parent accompanied each group as t h e y moved f r o m one room to a n o t h e r , i n c l u d i n g
t h e c a b o o s e , which was a h i t w i t h most of t h e youngsters.

M r s . U p t o n made t h e t o u r s more i n t e r e s t i n g b y provid ing each group o f c h i l d r e n w i t h a l i s t
o f spec ia l i tems f o r them to fi n d . Whi le search ing f o r t h e s e , t h e y saw o t h e r a r t i f a c t s which
prompted a l o t of questions f o r t h e i r leaders to answer.

A f t e r t h e two grades v i s i t e d P f e i f f e r s anc t h e museum, t h e y assembled a t t h e S h e l t e r where
t a b l e s and chai rs were s e t u p s o t h e y could have a p i c n i c l u n c h , and f o r t h i s w e thank Micky
Hunter and E l t o n K r o p p .

Accompanying t h e 2nd g rade rs , in add i t ion to t h e i r t e a c h e r s , were: B i l l D y k s t r a , Ken Hyde,
C h a r l e n e Higgns, Amy H u l b u r t , M r s . D o n K l i n e , B r e t t S i p p e l , D e b r aDie.2 . Norm G r u b b s , J e f f M o n r o e ,
Georgeann Busch , Robert R o e s e r , Susan Rademacher, Nina G a g n o n , Ru th Ann B r a d l e y , Dennis G o r m a n ,
Deborah Z a s t r o w , and P a t H a r v e y . * * * * * * * * * *
OUTSTANDING STUDENTS:

M iche l l e Sav igny, daugh te r of M r . and M r s . Rober t S a v i g n y of W i l s o n , was Valedictorian of
t h i s y e a r ' s Senior C l a s s a t Wilson H igh Schoo l . M iche l l e i s a member o f t h e National Honor
S o c i e t y, and received a Wendell Foundation Scho la rsh ip . She w i l l continue studies a t B u f f a l o .

Nathan G r o f f , son of Ray and Pam G r o f f of Wi l son , was Salutatorian of theClass of ' 9 6 , and is
a l s o a member of t h e National Honor Soc ie t y. He was Captain of Go l f and Tennis teams , and
CO-Captain of the Championship N/O Baseball Squad. Na te w i l l continue h i s studies at Al legheny
C o l l e g e on a Presidential Scholarship. He a l s o received the Burns and P.A.L . Scholarship awards.* * * * * * * * * *w e e

CLASS NIGHT AWARDS:
The His tor ica l Soc ie ty annual awards f o r scholastic achievent and community service were

g i ven t h i s year to JohnFitzsimmons and Michele Savigny, Senior Class ' 9 6 , Wilson High School.
The presentation of $100 to each student was made by Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , Wilson His . Soc.* * * * * * * * * *

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:
P r e t t y h a t s and p r e t t y lad ies made a p r e t t y p i c t u r e i n t h e Union Sun & Journal r e c e n t l y when

members of t h e Keenan C e n t e r A r t s Council posed f o r a photographat a luncheon h e l d in t h e L o c k ‑
p o r t Town and C o u n t r y C lub . Council members f r o m Wilson were Pam G r o f f , Donna F r i t t o n , S h i r l e y
E v a n s , and E leano r Mye rs .

At a recen t v o t e on t h e schoo l b u d g e t , J e a n F igu ra , P r e s . of t h e Board , was returned f o r a
t h r e e year t e r m , and Berne K e n t , V i ce -Pres . , was returned f o r a one year te rm. A l l incumbents
were re-e lected and t h e $13,610,001 budge t was overwhelmingly passed.* * * * * * * * * *
SUNDAY HOSTS AND HOSTESSES:

J u l y 7 t h : L u c i l l e U p t o n w i l l open museum; L u c i l l e and Frances D i e t z w i l l be hos tesses .
J u l y 14th: W a l l y Goodman, open museum; Hos t & h o s t e s s , W a l l y and Chr is Goodman.
J u l y 2 l s t : D a r r e l l S m i t h , open museum; h o s t and h o s t e s s , Neva and Harold Benedict.
J u l y 28 th : C a r o l e S c h n o o r , open museum; H o s t and h o s t e s s , Ca lv in and sue S c h u l t z .* * * * * * * * * *

QUILT-DRAWING RESULTS:
The b e a u t i f u l “ I r i s h Chain" g u i l t sewn b y B e t t y Stimson o f W i l s o n , was won b y P a t t i E ick o f

L a k e l a n d , F lo r i da . . - ‑
The d e l i c a t e h a n d - c h r o c h e t e dwhite Afghan made and donated b y Blanche Wilson o f E a s t Wilson

was awarded to Pam G r o f f of Wilson.
The Woodcarving designed by Boo Schearer of W i l s o n , was won by Frank Offenhauer of

N iagara F a l l s . , NY.°
A Wilson "Sketchbook" H i s t o r y of W i l s o n , was won by Frank Massing. of W i l s o n , and a H is to r i ca l

S o c i e t y Recipe Book was won by P. Stackhow of Youngstown, N Y.
The Wilson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y i s v e r y g r a t e f u l t o a l l who supported t h e Qu i l t p r o j e c t , and

a spec ia l word of thanks to B e t t y S t i m s o n , Dick Scymidle, and M a r y S c h u l t z f o r h e l p i n g to k e e p
the records s t r a i g h t . * * * «x * * * * * *

MEMBERSHIP ROLL UPDATE:
W e welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members who s igned u p a t the Memorial Day F a i r : G e o r g e and

voyce Banagis (751-3613); B r u c e and Bonnie Muck (751-9835); Ju l ia Dulkiewitz (751-9146);
i l d ‘ i ( 7 5 1 ‐ . aR e n e v a i sinclude Miles Linnabety (751-6567);Bob B r o m s , Red Creek,

(751-6319); and Robert and Ann B o t z e r (751-9086) " B E O B K S ,Red Creeky NY;
{ ; * * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS: I f vou c a n ' t h e w e t h e h e s t a f e v a r v t h i n e . m a k a thea h e s t a f a v a r v t h i n a v a n h a v e a

Dale S c h l y e r
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Diane Wil l iams Johnson o f Beccue I s l a n d , W i l s o n , h a s b e a u t i f u l l y r e s t o r e d a C u t t e r which was
donated t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y b y t h e l a t e J a c k Wi l l iams. I t i s i n m i n t c o n d i t i o n ,
and we understand Diane devoted o v e r two y e a r s of h e r spa re t ime renova t ing i t .

The C u t t e r o r i g i n a l l y belonged to Ka th ryn Wi l l iams of Ransomv i l l e , J a c k ' s a u n t , and a p l a q u e
on t h e C u t t e r r e a d s , Donated by Jack Will iams--Restored by Dianne W i l l i a m s , and t h e i n s c r i p t i o n :
"This i s t h e s l e d I rode o n a s a l i t t l e g i r l . K a t h r y n W i l l i a m s , 1910".

The C u t t e r i s o n d i sp lay i n Micky H u n t e r ' s Car r iage Room which connects t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g
t o t h e D r . John Argue Car B u i l d i n g .

New ca rpe t i ng was l a i d on t h e fl o o r by C a r l Bod ie , and between he and Micky, t h e Car r i age
Room i s f a s t t a k i n g shape a s a n a t t r a c t i v e e x h i b i t a r e a . I n add i t i on t o t h e c u t t e r , t h e room
now nas a Democrat Wagon, Thomas Marks Buggy and e a r l y two-wheel F i r e Hose C a r t .

A C h i l d ' s Top , handcraf ted at a r e c e n t meeting by M i l e s L innabry, has been donated to t h e
soc ie ty f o r e x h i b i t i n g in t h e schoolhouse.

Maxine Jones has donated a s i z e 4 Homemade B o y ' s C o t t o n S u i t w i t h b u t t o n wasteband.
F l o y d C l a r k donated a p i c t u r e o f t h e H a r r i s C o t t a g e ; R e g i s t r a t i o n f o r '69 Mustang; 1 4 shap‑

sho ts o f t h e c a r ; P r i n t o f t h e John Diez home t a k e n f r o m Niagara County H i s t o r y, (bought a t fl e a
marke t ) ; and "Wonders o f Niagara B o o k l e t " p r i n t e d f o r t h e Shredded Wheat Company.

* * * * * *& * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

F rank F e n n , 100, an Hono ra r y Member o f t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . , d i ed a t home May 2 1 , 1966, a f t e r
a s h o r t i l l n e s s . He marr ied t h e f o r m e r Kather ine Salome at Des Moines, I o w a , in 1919, and t h e y
moved to t h e i r Randa l l Rd. f a r m in Wi lson in 1941. He c e l e b r a t e d h i s 60 th wedding anniversary
i n 1979, and h e r e t i r e d f r o m fa rming i n t h e l a t e 1980 's .

He is survived by a s o n , F. Ward ( C a r o l Ann) Fenn of Ransomvil le; a d a u g h t e r, C a r o l (Kenneth)
Ta b l e r o f F o r t M y e r s , F L ; e i g h t g r a n d c h i l d r e n and ; 12 g r e a t g randch i ld ren ; and one g r e a t ‑
g r e a t grandch i ld .

Serv ices were h e d at E x l e y Un i ted Methodis t Church in Wilson w i t h R e v. Sue Kaiser
o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n E lm lawn Cemetery, Kenmore.

* * * * * * * * * o*
CELEBRATE WILSON HISTORY:

On Tuesday, June l l t h , t h e 4 t h g r a d e r s at Thomas M a r k s School assembled in t h e gymnasium
where t h e y c e l e b r a t e t h e E r i e Cana l and Wi lson.

Miss Andr i t z C l a s s presented "The Ghost of C l i n t o n ' s D i t c h " , a one a c t p l a y by L. Don S w a r t z ,
and a " G i f t to Wilson" was presented by M r . Wa te r ' s C l a s s . M r. Corbin and M r . Neauman's c l a s s
made a special c i t i zensh ip presentat ion. A c e r t i fi c a t e of appreciate reads as f o l l o w s :

"We, the 4 t h grade Class o f 1995-96, d o hereby present t h i s c e r t i fi c a t e which s t a t e s , a
Snow D r i f t Flowering Crab Tree w i l l be p lan tedon t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Society grounds nex t
to t h e schoolhouse. This t r e e is given.as a s ign of o u r appreciat ion f o r a l l t h e work and
e f f o r t t h e Town o f Wilson and V i l l a g e does o n our b e h a l f . , and t o f u r t h e r enhance t h e env i ron ‑
ment. S i n c e r e l y, Four th Grade C l a s s 1995-96.

‘ * *& & & & & & & &

TOP FOR '97 QUILT:
The f a i r i s over f o r 1996, b u t t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty i s a l ready look ing f o r a new t o p f o r

next y e a r ' s q u i l t . Always two jumps ahead, B e t t y Stimson is look ing f o r a q u a l i t y t o p so t h a t
t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty can cont inue i t s t r a d i t i o n o f hav ing a r a r e o r p r i c e l e s s q u i l t
f o r i t s a n n u a l q u i l t drawing.

I f you t h i n k you have o r know o f a q u i l t t o p t h a t c o u l d b e used f o r t h e 1997 F a i r , p l e a s e
g i v e B e t t y a r i n g at 751-6839.

* oe & & & & & & *

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS:
Marion Campbel l and E leano r M y e r s , town h i s t o r i a n , h a v e s o r t e d o u t t h e s o c i e t y ' s c o l l e c t i o n

of s t u d e n t pub l ica t ions and found t h a t a number o f y e a r a r e miss ing. I f anyone would l i k e to
donate a n y, a l i s t o f miss ing copies f o l l o w :

"Wise O w l " : A l l pub l i ca t i ons needed except t h e years 1831, 1856, and 1927.
The " C l a i r v o y a n t : A l l years e x c e p t 1938.
"Wilson C r e s t " : Copies needed f o r 1946, 1976, 1983, 1984, 1987, and 1989. We a l s o need

r c e n t copies f o r 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, and 1995
A 1996 copy of t h e " C r e s t " was accepted by W a l l y Goodman f o r t h e s o c i e t y at r e c e n t Moving

Up exersizes h e l d at t h e s c h o o l . * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT SCHOOLHOUSE DONATIONS:

The f o l l o w i n g items were donated r e c e n t l y f o r t h e Schoolhouse P r o j e c t : N e t t i e and C l a r k
S t imson , Framed P ic tu re of G e o r g e Washington; M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , Cha i r f o r Teache r ' s Desk ;
Niagara Council o f t h e A r t s , $500 G r a n t f o r Books and Teaching m a t e r i a l ; Tr i -Town C l a n , H i s t o r i c
G e t t y s b u r g Sycamore t r e e f o r t h e Schoolyard; Four th Grade C lasses at Thomas Marks S c h o o l ,
( 1 9 9 5 - ' 9 6 ) , Snowdr i f t F l o w e r i n g Crabapp le T r e e f o r t h e Schoo lya rd ; A l s o , Waldo B e u t e l he lped
purchase Schoolhouse p i c t u r e donated by Anne Rohr ing . P i c t u r e to be hung in schoo lhouse.* * * * * * * * * *

JULY MEETING:
There w i l l b e a r e g u l a r program meet ing a t t h e museum o n J u l y 1 5 t h , 7 :30 PM. C a r o l Murphy

o f Murphy O r c h a r d s , N e w f a n e , w i l l b e o u r g u e s t s p e a k e r. The sub jec t f o r h e r t a l k w i l l b e ;
"Our S e t t i n g in H i s t o r y. " Refreshments w i l l be servede|* * * * * * * * * *
ICE CREAM SOCIAL:

The a n n u a l Band Conce r t and I c e Cream S o c i a l w i l l be h e l d a t t h e Museum grounds on Sunday,
Augus t 4 t h f r o m 1:30 to 3:30 PM. Entertainment t h i s y e a r w i l l be provided by Niagara County
S h e r i f f Associat ion's P ipe and Drums and t h e I r i s h S t e p D a n c e r s . D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith w i l l
he co-chairmen in charge of se rv i ng i c e cream sundaes f o r t h e H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y. The f r e e p r o ‑
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GREENWOOD HAS NEW LOOK:
The f r o n t entrance to Greenwood Cemetery has a new l o o k thanks to C l a r k ' s Riggers and mem‑

bers of t h e Wilson Lions C l u b . Wi th h e l p f r o m Rigging employees Mike H o r n , Gene Joseph, and
John C l a r k , a new Greenwood Cemetery s i g n was p u t in p l a c e o v e r t h e entranceway. Then, wh i le
Richard Zipp pa in ted t h e fl a g p o l e , o t h e r Lions he lped c l e a n u p and s t r a i g h t e n h e a d s t o n e s .
inc lud ing Mike McAvoy, Ray F o r s y t h , Fred Lampman, Don W i l t s e , P e t e r Z a b e l , S t e v e C l a r k , E rn i e
G r e n v i l l e , Jim A i k e r s , Mike Moyer, Kevin C o r n e l l , Te r r y O ' R e i l l y , and Mike Randazzo.

Greenwood Cemetery is now 146 y e a r s o l d , and it was organ ized October 25, 1850 at a meeting
p res ided over by Nathaniel Davis and A l f r e d Ransom. L u t h e r Wilson o f f e r e d to donate 8%acres
o f l a n d © f o r a b u r i a l s i t e and h i s o f f e r was accep ted by t h e n e w l y organ ized Greenwood
Cemetery Associat ion.

Trustees of t h e new assoc ia t ion were e l e c t e d by b a l l o t and consisted of L u t h e r Wi lson,
Rober t McChesney, Simon She ldon , Morgan Johnson, C u r t i s P e t t i t , John Onderdonk, Nathaniel D a v i s ,
Hiram B. Ta b o r , and Enoch P e t t i t . F i ve y e a r s l a t e r on December 27, 1855, t h e l a n d was a c t u a l l y
deeded over to t h e Association by L u t h e r and Sarah Wilson.

In the e a r l y days of Wilson, a number of peop le were buried in p r i v a t e p l o t s , and one of
these was behind the Ness proper ty on West Lake Road where markers f o r a Williams fami ly have
f r a c t i c a l l y cisappeared through the ravages o f time and vandalism.

At the s i t e of the former German Lutheran Church on Nelson Road, seve ra l o ther headstones
vere found f o r members of the Bobzein fami ly and a son of Mary and F r i t z Smith.

The fi r s t mention o f a r e g u l a r b u r i a l s i t e ' i n Wilson i s noted i n t h e " I l l u s t r a t e é History
of Niagara County" which s t a t e s , "The l s t depository f o r t he dead near the v i l l a g e was made
in 1822 at the east end of the peninsula northeast of t h e v i l l a g e . "

, L a t e r , some bur ia ls were made at t he locat ion k n o w as " B a t t e r y H i l l " on West Young Street
j u s t sou th east of 12 M i l e Creek. This bur ia l s i t e was abandoned in 1846 when Nathaniel Davis
se t asice a 2 acre p l o t of l and f o r a cemetery on h i s f a r m j u s t across t h e road f rom the
present Wilson Historical Soc ie ty museum.

I n 1872, when g rad ing v o r k f o r t h e Rome, Wa t e r t o w n , and Ogdensburg Rai l road was s t a r t e d
th rough Wilson, t h e t r a c k s were surveyed to go t h r o u g h t h e o l d cemetery s t a r t e d by Nathaniel
Davis in 1846.

Since it was necessary to move those bur ied t h e r e , a r e m o v a l committee was appointed c o n ‑
S i s t i n g of E l d e r t D o x , David Barnum, and Harvey Johson. Records were k e p t according to S t a t e
Law of a l l those removec to Greenwood Cemetery, so f a m i l i e s would be a b l e to fi n d where t h e i r
l o v e d ones were b u r i e c .

Trustees of t h e 01d Greenwood Cemetery Associat ion were a b l e to keep fi r m c o n t r o l o v e r
t h e cemetery up to t h e 1920 's when cond i t ions began to de te r i o ra te . I n 1923, an a r t i c l e i n
t h e Wilson " S t a r " s t a t e d , "At tempt ing t o make a more workab le o r g a n i z a t i o n , some r e s i d e n t s ,
hav ing no knowledge of t h e f o r g o t t e n incorporation of 1850, app l i ed f o r and rece ived a new
c e r t i fi c a t e of incorporat ion on J u l y 2, 1923.”

The n e w l y reorganized cemetery appeared to do w e l l f o r a t i m e , b u t a $7,000 t r u s t f u n d in
a L o c k p o r t Bank was unable to g e n e r a t e enough i n t e r e s t to p rov ide t h e funds necessary to
Mainta in t h e g r a v e s .

B y t h e 1 9 5 0 ' s , ca re o f t h e cemetery had become v e r y d i f fi c u l t , s o a t a g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n
in 1957, residents v o t e d to p l a c e Greenwood Cemetery u n d e r t h e c a r e of t h e Town of Wilson.

Upkeep and t h e g e n e r a l appearance of t h e cemetery h a s g r e a t l y improved s ince t h e n , and
continues to function q u i t e w e l l under t h e superv is ion o f t h e Cemetery Acvisory Board appointed
oy t h e Wilson Town Board. * * * * * * * * * +
NEW MEMBERS: i

I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members i n t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty :
Karen G . B e a l s , P r i n c i p a l , Thomas Marks S c h o o l , whos c u r r e n t accress i s E a s t Amherst; a l s o
W.R. Reese of Will iamsburg, V a . , ané@ Ralph S e c f e i c t of S. G l e n s F a l l s , N Y; a l s o , M r . and M r s .
Donald Hammond o f O r l a n c o , F l o r i d a ; M r s . Marge C r a i g O f Wilson; and John S t o n e , J r . , S a r a s o t a ,
F l o r i d a . Renewal: Yircinia Coe P u r s e l l , 305-B Evans S t . , # 3 , W i l l a m s v i l l e ,N Y 14221.

* * #* % * rad * . t * *

ICE CREAM SOCIAL:
The a n n u a l i c e cream s o c i a l ang hand c o n c e r t w i l l b e h e l d o n t h e museum g r o u n d s , Augus t 4 t h ,

f r om 1:30 to 3:30 FM. Entertainment w i l l be prov iced vy t h e Niag. Co. S h e r i f f Assoc. Pipe and
Drums and t h e I r i s S t e p Dancers . D a r r e l ané S a l l y Smith a r e in charcs of i c e cream sundaes.

wr od * * * *¥ * * are *
BON MOT: When t h e t r u t h i s i n y o u r way, y o u ' r e o n t h e wrong r o a d .
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GOOD NEWS/BAD NEWS:

The good news is t h a t d u r i n g t h e p a s t c o u p l e years , a number o f l o c a l res iden ts have become
members o f t h e Wilson His tor ica l S o c i e t y. The bad news is t h a t we d o n ' t h e a r f r o m many of
them a f t e r t h e y j o i n .

Perhaps i t i s t h e s o c i e t y ' s f a u l t t h e y a r e n o t asked t o h e l p o u t - - o b v i o u s l y they wouldn't
j o i n i f t h e y w e r e n ' t in te res ted- -or is i t t h a t t h e y would p r e f e r to l i m i t t h e i r a c t i v i t y .

Whatever t h e r e a s o n , i t should be made c l e a r t h a t t h e r e a r e many ac t i v i t i es open to a i l
members , and we'd appreciate it if you would l e t us k n o w if you care to be ac t i ve in anyway.

I f you have a spec ia l i n t e r e s t , w e a r e sure t h e r e i s a n area i n t h e museum comp lex where
your t a l e n t s cou ld b e used. D o r o t h y M a x fi e l d , o u r C u r a t o r , and a l l a rea chairmen cou ld use
h e l p . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e r e i s a spec ia l need f o r persons wi th t h e a b i l i t y t o a r r a n g e exh ib i t s
i n t h e d e p o t , and t h e ant ique c a r b u i l d i n g i s i n d i r e need o f persons w i l l i n g t o care f o r t h e
v a l u a b l e ant ique c a r s . The c a r s w i l l deter iora te i f we c a n ' t fi n d anyone w i l l i n g to v o l u n t e e r
some t i m e , and W a l l y Goodman, C h r m . , says t h a t he r e a l l y could use some interested persons to
work on h i s committee.

The Board o f D i rec to rs f e e l t h a t every e f f o r t should now be made to t a k e care o f t h e exh ib i t s
and b u i l d i n g we a l ready h a v e , and s i nce t h e r e a r e no p l a n s f o r f u t u r e c a p i t a l improvements, |
a l l e f f o r t s should be d i rec ted to keeping t h i n g s in good shape.

| G e n e r a l l y speaking, t h i s w i l l i n v o l v e r e p a i r , u p k e e p , and p a i n t i n g o f a l l p resent f a c i l i t i e s ,
where needed , so if we a r e to maintain and preserve t h e t o w n ' s fi n e museum complex , t h e r e w i l l
be p l e n t y of opportuni t ies f o r members to g e t invo lved.

If your i n t e r e s t is in c a r s , c a l l W a l l y Goodman 751-6583; Barnum B u i l d i n g , E l e a n o r Myers
751-6053; Car r i age Room, Micky H u n t e r 751-6825; S c h o o l h o u s e , Wanda Bur rows 751-9703;
Caboose , D a r r e l Smith 751-0102; L i b r a r y , S h i r l e y Evans 751-6461; D e p o t , H o y t and Norie Desso
751-6624; F i t t r o Shop, Ed A l l g e i e r 751-6763; Acquis i t ions, L o i s Jennings 751-9783; Grounds ,
E l t o n K r o p p 751-6460; and D o r o t h y M a x fi e l d , C u r a t o r 751-6311.* * * * * * * * * * * *
M E M B E RI NTHE NEWS:

C h r i s t o p h e r S c h u l t z , son o f Sue and C a l v i n S c h u l t z , Chestnut R d . , N e w f a n e , was se lec ted
r e c e n t l y b y American Legion P o s t #830 o f R a n s o m v i l l e , t o a t t e n d B o y ' s S t a t e a t SUNY, M o r r i s v i l l e .

B o y s who a r e se lec ted e l e c t t h e i r own o f fi c e r s . and l e a r n to become members o f a govern ‑
ment i n a c t i o n .

C h r i s ' s per formance in schoo l and community have been o u t s t a n d i n g . He was Vice-President
of t he Junior Class and has been a three year member of t h e school band. He a l s o was a member
o f t h e PTSA; the student C o u n c i l , and Va r s i t y f o o t b a l l and basebal l teams.

H e i s a member o f the Nor th Ridge United Methodist Church where h e v o l u n t e e r s h i s services
a t church d i n n e r s , and h e l p s w i t h nursery care d u r i n g church. Chris i s a l s o a Boy Scout i n
Troop #67 where he is working f o r h i s Eag le Badge. He a l s o part ic ipates in the Adopt-a-High‑
way Program; t h e Wilson Youth Socce r L e a g u e and is a n . ac t i ve member of t h e Wilson His . Soc.* * * * * * * * * *
PROGRAM FOR AUGUST:

Mi les L innabery, Program C h r m . , has announced t h a t t h e "Kindred" Tr ish Singers w i l l present
a musical program at t h e museum on August 18th t i t l e d , " I r i s h Music Comes To America". David
and Fe l i c ia Meyers of Wi l l iamsvi l le have appeared he re b e f o r e .

Nor ie D e s s o , Refreshment Chrm. , has asked Winnie Te r r y and Yvonne Smithson to serve r e f r e s h ‑
ments a f t e r t h e meet ing. * * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
Mar ie t t a M c C l e l l a n Goodman, 9 6 , d ied J u l y l , 1996 a t t h e Beechwood Nurs ing Home i n G e t t s v i l l e .

She graduated f r o m Wilson H i g h S c h o o l i n 1918, and continued h e r education a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f
B u f f a l o . She worked a number of y e a r s as a S e c r e t a r y at t h e Carborundum Company, and r e t i r e d ©
in t h e e a r l y 1930 ' s .

She was a m e m b e r ’of E x l e y Un i ted Methodist Church ; Womens' S o c i e t y ; Wi l son 's Mar t i n F.
Jennings American Legion P o s t ; I n t e r Community Memorial Hosp i t a l A u x i l i a r y ; De lph i c C i r c l e ;
Niagara F a l l s Chap te r, Daughters o f t h e American Revo lu t i on ; and a C h a r t e r member o f t h e W i l ‑
s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

She i s survived by a s o n , Wa l l a c e ( C h r i s t i n e ) Goodman o f Wi l son ; a l s o t h r e e g randch i l d ren ,
Aaron D . Goodman o f L o s A n g e l e s ; Mathew P. Goodman o f N . Y. C ; and Timothy Goodman, Wi lson.

Serv ices were conducted by R e v. Sue K a i s e r , and b u r i a l was in t h e Wr ights C o r n e r s Cemete ry.* * * * * * * * x *
H a z e l D . S a l i s b u r y, 9 1 , d i e d a t home J u l y 1 , 1996 w h i l e do ing yardwork. A n a t i v e o f Wi lson,

she was t h ed a u g h t e r o f H e n r y and M a r y F e l t o n Denmin. She g radua ted f r o m Wi l son H i g h Schoo l
and t h e Teachers Tr a i n i n g C l a s s a t M idd lepo r t , and t a u g h t f r o m 1919 to 1945 a t Pek in , B u r t ,
and t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoo lhouses .

She was a member of E x l e y U n i t e d Methodist C h u r c h , P a s t P r e s . of Community Ambassaor of
Wi lson; WNY Womens Federation; De lph ic C i r c l e ; and E l b e r t a Mothers C l u b .

She is surv ived by a d a u g h t e r, Diane (Sabast ian) L a n e of Wi lson; fi v e grandch i . ld ren; and
one g r e a t grandchi ld .

Serv ices were conducted by R e v. Sue K a i s e r , and b u r i a l was in t h e N.Ridge C e m e t e r y.* * * * * * * * * *
CONGRATULATIONS:

Ora P e t t i t celebrated h i s 9 0 t h b i r t h d a y r e c e n t l y . P r o p r i e t o r of t h e G e n e r a l E l e c t r i c appliance
s t o r e i n Wilson f o r many yea rs , Ora i s now a n Honorary member o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y which h e
o r i g i n a l l y jo ined i n 1972. .

ke ke & &€ &k kk &k & k &

SOUNDINGS : ;
Any man c a n b e a f a t h e r , b u t i t takes a spec ia l man t o b e a Dad.

* * « * * « *« * x *
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VALUABLE HELPERS::

P r i o r to t h e r e c e n t f a i r , G a i l Walder accepted t h e tough j o b of c a l l i n g members and ask ing
them to f u r n i s h baked goods. She a l s o asked persons to h e l p o u t at var ious concessions where
t h e y were s h o r t o f h e l p . We thank G a i l f o r pe r fo rm ing t h i s important f u n c t i o n , because h e r
super e f f o r t h e l p e d make t h i n g s r u n more s m o o t h l y.

A t f o r m e r f a i r s , G a i l used t o hand le t h e fishpond f o r t h e c h i l d r e n , b u t s ince she w o u l d n ' t
b e i n town t h i s y e a r , she gave w i l l i n g l y o f h e r t ime b e f o r e t h e day o f t h e f a i r .

Thanks a r e a l s o i n o r d e r t o J a n e t S p o r l e d e r who h a s been a s t r o n g suppor te r o f t h e s o c i e t y
Since 1972. In 1979 she was e l e c t e d chairman of t h e h i s t o r i c s i t e s committee--an o f fi c e which
she continues to h o l d to t h e p r e s e n t d a y. ;

J a n n o t o n l y o rde rs a l l m a r k e r s used t o i d e n t i f y h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n Wi lson, b u t a l s o ar ranges
w i t h t h e town to have them e r e c t e d . M o s t of t h e s i g n s have been hand-painted by h e r , and she
keeps a sharp eye o u t to see t h a t a l l markers a r e l e g i b l e and s tand ing in p l a c e .

J a n e t has a l s o been one of o u r prominent members who h e l p s to p u t on t h e a n n u a l d inner each
y e a r. You can a lways depend on J a n to do a g r e a t j o b , and t h i s yea r was no except ion B e f o r e
t h e f a i r , she requested t h a t t h e s o c i e t y spend $100 to purchase needed equipment f o r t h e
Barnum B u i l d i n g k i tchen. J a n a l s o s p e n t a hundred d o l l a r s o f h e r own money f o r e x t r a i tems.

W ethank G a i l and J a n f o r t h e i r i n t e r e s t and d e d i c a t i o n - - i t ' s g a l s l i k e t h e s e t h a t h e l p make
t h e a n n u a l f a i r and d i n n e r such a g r e a t s u c c e s s .* * * * * * * x *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

E lmer Bannick, C l a r e n c e , N Y: POW l s t A i d K i t -Wor ld War I I .
R ichard Schmidie: Humphrey's Remedies-- l is t o f medicat ions.
C e l e s t e Crawford: Back desk c h a i r f o r Schoolhouse.
Bessie C o l e : Wi lson Centennia l Cane.
H a r o l d D o n n e r , I t h a c a , NY: Framed " W " . I s t Wilson H i g h School l e t t e r awarded t o members o f

t h e fi r s t H igh School B a s k e t b a l l team.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD OF DIRECTOR REPORTS:

Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , r e p o r t e d at t h e J u l y meeting t h a t t h e t i l e dra inage is completed
o n t h e fi v e ac res o f l a n d donated t o t h e s o c i e t y b y t h e l a t e George Badger o f L o c k p o r t . The t i l e
i n s t a l l a t i o n was sponsored b y t h e Town o f Wilson.

The foundat ion on t h e museum grounds f o r t h e R a n d a l l Rd Schoolhouse h a s been completed and
pa id f o r by the h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty. | Moving the schoolhouse in June as planned was n o t done
because it was necessary to a l l o w t h e foundation to s e t f o r a f e w weeks b e f o r e p l a c i n g the
schoolhouse on i t . Cost f o r the foundation was between f o u r and fi v e thousand d o l l a r s .

Publications Chrm. , Don Croop, repor ted t h a t 500 c o p i e s :of t h e Cobblestone brochure have
been p r i n ted up , and 100 copies o f t he Va l ian t Men o f B a t t e r y M i s a l s o be ing p r i n t e d .

A motion was approved to have a de-humidifier purchased f o r the D r . Argue Car B u i l d i n g . A
mildew problem ex is ts on some of t he c a r s , and suggestions were made on how to cure i t .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM: : .

Frances Landy, 96 , an Honorary Char ter Member o f t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty, died 6/28/96
She was the daughter o f Thomas and Harr ie t Francis M a r k s , founder o f t h e M a r k ' s N u r s e r y. . .

She graduated f r o m Wilson H igh School in 1919; a t t ended t h e B u f f a l o Normal S c h o o l ; and
t a u g h t in t h e r u r a l s c h o o l on Wi lson-Bur t Road. In 1921, she mar r ied Roy Landy and in 1928 t h e y
purchased t h e Tu g w e l l f a r m on L a k e S t r e e t and operated i t u n t i l 1973 when M r . Landy d ied .
Dur ing t h e war years , M r s . Landy worked i n t h e o f fi c e s o f Harr ison R a d i a t o r , r e t i r i n g i n 1962.

A f t e r h e r husband's d e a t h , she moved t o B e l l e v u e , WA, t o b e w i t h h e r d a u g h t e r , E s t h e r , and ;
spen t h e r t ime s tydy ing o i l p a i n t i n g and w a t e r c o l o r s .

She i s surv ived b y two d a u g h t e r s , Ha r r i e t ( l a t e John) N o l a n o f Payson, AR; and Esther Leppich
o f S t . G e o r g e , U tah .

A t h e r reques t , no f u n e r a l se rv i ces were h e l d , and b u r i a l was in t h e f a m i l y p l o t a t W r i g h t ' s
Corners Cemetery, town of L o c k p o r t .* * * * * * * * * *
BRAVE ENCOUNTER:

The s t o r y is t o l d how a group of Lewiston boys , p r i o r to t h e War of 1812, fi r e d t h e fi r s t
sho t on t h e Niagara F ron t i e r. The young men, l e d by A l e x M i l l e r and James B a r t o n , ( i n a n t i c i ‑
p a t i o n o f war) b u i l t some cannons made f r o m ho l lowed o u t l o g s fi t t e d w i t h b e e t l e ryngs and
mounted on b l o c k s . Their ammunition was a l a r g e p i l e of c l a y b a l l s which c o u l d be fi r e d f r o m
t h e cannon thanks to A l e x ' s f a t h e r , who supp l ied t h e boys w i t h gun powder.

One day a B r i t i s h schooner came i n t o v i e w , and d i s r e g a r d i n g t h e boys s h o u t s t o " s t r i k e i t s
c o l o r s " , s t a r t e d t o s a i l p a s t t h e b a t t e r y . The boys opened fi r e and t h e c l a y b a l l s made a
conv inc ing s i g h t . a s t h e y splashed in t h e water around t h e s h i p .

The s h i p hove abou t and d i d n ' t make it to Queenston t h a t d a y, and f o r days a f t e r , many a
l a u g h was had in Lewiston how t h e boys de fea ted a British s h i p .* * * * * * * * * *
SUNDAY HOSTESSES:

Aug . 4 t h : Open Museum, H o y t D e s s o : G r e e t e r s , H o y t a n d N o r i e D e s s o .
Aug . 11 t h : Open Museum, Richard Schmidle: G r e e t e r s , Jeanne and Richard Schmicle.

Aug. 18 th : Open Museum, Dan ie l K i n g : G r e e t e r s , J u d i t h and Danie l K ing .
Aug. 25 th : Open Museum, Don Croop: G r e e t e r s , Ru th Lampman and Norma Ward.

* *. * * * * * * * *

DID YOU KNOW.. . . .THAT Grand I s l a n d i s . l a r g e r t h a n Manhattan I s l a n d b y 300 a c r e s : . . . t h a t wind‑
m i l l s and hand-pumps supplied most o f Niagara C o u n t y ' s e a r l y farms w a t e r . . . a n d t h e straits o f

N iaga ra Grop some 326 f e e t i n t h e i r 35 mi le fl o w f r o m Lake E r i e to Lake Onta r io .
* oe * & & & k kK k *

REMEMBER WHEN t h e o n l y t r a i n i n g p a r l o r in town was t h e wosdshed?
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Yo u ' r e n o ’ k i d if you remember t h e o l d M i l l e r & Brown g roce ry and drygoods s t o r e t h a t once
s tood a t t h e c o r n e r o f Young and L a k e s t r e e t s - - w h e r e S c h e f fl e r ' s R e s t a u r a n t and Hardware s t o r e
s tands t o d a y.

The b u i l d i n g was d iv ided i n two w i t h g r o c e r i e s o n one s i d e and drygoods o n t h e o t h e r , and
t h e walls were about 12 f o o t h i g h w i t h she lves loaded w i t h a l l k i nds of croceries and house ‑
h o l d items. There were a l s o two counte rs extending t h e l e n g t h of t h e s t o r e s e p a r a t e d by a
fi v e f o o t a i s l e .

Candy was contained in a q u a r t e r round g l a s s d i s p l a y c a s e , and penny candies included
bubblegum, b u t t e r sco t ch w a f e r s , l i c o r i c e , s u c k e r s , and o t h e r one c e n t v a r i t i e s .

Cookies and c r a c k e r s were displayed in g l a s s f r o n t c a s e s , and you c o u l d r e a c h in and p i c k
o u t what you wanted. There were many k inds such as fi g newtons , oa tmea l and molasses cook ies ,
a l s o e l e p h a n t t o e s - - a sugar cook ie covered w i t h peanut h a l v e s .

I t e m s such a s k e r o s e n e , s a l t e d cod fi s h , and l a r d , were s o l d f r o m t h e back o f t h e room a s
w e l l a s po ta toes , on ions , and bananas. A l o n g t h e west c o u n t e r , oranges, g r a p e f r u i t , f a r m
yrapes, and o t h e r f r u i t was avai lab le. There were no r e d meats so ld at M i l l e r and Browns,
b u t a good supp ly could b e had next door a t Newt H a c k e t t ' s s t o r e .

Kenny Welker and the l a t e W i l l i e Rockwood were c l e r k s a n d , at the t ime , b o t h had t h e repu ‑
t a t i o n o f being "quick a s l i g h t n i n g " when servinc customers.

According to Les te r C l a r k , when he was a youngster, Sam Brown h i red him to do l i g h t chores
l i k e shoveling sbow or c u t t i n g asparagus from a pa tch at Sam's home on Lake S t r e e t . He re=
c a l l e d t h a t Sam was sho r t o n t a l k and seldom spoke excep t t o ask him how h e was doing. H e sa id
t h a t Sam l i ked to smoke c iga rs b u t had one problem--he never seemed to be a b l e to keep f rom
los ing h i s g l a s s e s f rom h i s forehead where he u s u a l l y wore them.

Kenny and W i l l i e wrapped and s o l d a l o t of cheese which they c u t f r o m t h i r t y pound wheels
of cheese which were celivered to the s t o r e . Coffee was ground on a larve c o f f e e gr inder
w i t h t h r e e foot w h e e l s , and t h e ground c o f f e e was a premium i t e m wanted by everyone. The
c o f f e e crincer i t s e l f was pa in ted r e d w i t h g o l d fi l i g r e e which made t h e machine l o o k l i k e a
w o r k of a r t . I t , l i e many o t h e r r a r e antigues such as s toves were g iven in s c r a p m e t a l
d r i v e s b y p a t r i o t i c Americans d u r i n g Wor ld War I I .

Ano the r r a r e i tem t h a t p e o p l e micht n o t recognize today was a " C l a p s t e r " which was used
t o r e t r i e v e items f r o m t o p s h e l v e s , and i t was hung f r o m a hook i n t h e c e i l i n g when n o t
b e i n g used.

A l a r g e p o t - b e l l i e d s t o v e w i t h i s i n g l a s windows was used t o h e a t t h e s t o r e , and one s i m i l a r
to it may be seen in t h e Wilson Museum. According to c u r r e n t p l a n s , t h i s s t o v e may be moved
i n t o t h e schoolhouse which was movec to t h e musum grounds r e c e n t l y .

O l c Timers may remember t h e l a r g e s t a n d - u p s c a l e s t h a t s t o o d ou ts ide t h e s t o r e . N e x t to it
was a p l a c e where t h e Newsboy c o u l d f o l e h i s papers b e f o r e d e l i v e r i n g them. I f t h e weather
was b a d , b o t h t h e s c a l e s and t h e newsboy were b r o u g h t i n s i d e .

L e s r e c a l l e d t h a t Sam Brown h e l p e c cuite a f e w young p e o p l e in h i s d a y, and remembered
how h e h imse l f used t o spend a c o u p l e hours i n t h e s t o r e e v e r y Thursday a f t e r n o o n read ing
L i f e Magazine. He be l i eves t h i s he lped h im b r u s h up on c u r r e n t events and t o p i c s of t h e d a y.

M i l l e r and Browns had a wide d o o r separat ing t h e g r o c e r y s t o r e f r o m t h e d r y goods s e c t i o n .
which permit ted customers t o e a s i l y pa t ron ize b o t h . One i n t e r e s t i n g i tem i n M a t t i e M i l l e r ' s
d r y goods s t o r e was a c a r o u s e l t h a t d isp layed "Coats & C l a r k " th reads in a v a r i e t y o f s i z e s ,
S t r e n g t h s , and basic c o l o r s .

Produce such as f a r m eggs and b u t t e r were considered " b a r t e r " i t ems , and many f a r m wives
used to b r i n g them i n t o t h e s t o r e where t h e y exchanged them f o r s t a p l e s such as s a l t , s u g a r,
s p i c e s , and o t h e r househo ld . items.* * * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER HOSTS & HOSTESSES:

S e p t . l s t : Open museum, V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w : G r e e t e r s , V i r g i n i a and Gordon S t r a b l o w.
S e p t . 8 t h : Open Museum, F loyd C l a r k : G r e e t e r s , Micky and S h i r l e y H u n t e r .
S e p t . 15 th : Open Museum, Wa l l a c e Goodman: G r e e t e r s , J a c k and Winnie Te r r y .
S e p t . 22nd: Open Museum, Don B u r r o w s : G r e e t e r s , B i l l and M a r g a r e t F r i t t o n .
S e p t . 29th : Open Museum, " O l l i e " C l a r k : G r e e t e r s , R u t h and Bob Thomas.* * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS:
A s p l i t second is t h e time between t h e l i g h t changing and t h e Gr iver behind y o u honking

h i s h o r n .
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MURPHY'S ORCHARDS: oo
In p a s t issues of t h e Newsle t te r wehave mentioned area attractions t h a t are within easy

é r i v i n g Gistance f r o m Wilson. O u r f o c u s in t h i s issue is Murphy 's Orchards which is located
on t h e McClew Road in t h e town of Newfane.

The o l d home o n t h e 6 5 a c r e f a r m was b u i l t b y C h a r l e s McClew around 1850, and i t h a s been
operated as a f r u i t f a r m since t h e e a r l y 1800's. 8

The Murphys purchased t h e f a r m in 1978, and h a v e s ince been gradua l l y r e s t o r i n g t h e b u i l d i n g s
and opening u p t h e p l a c e t o t h e p u b l i c seven days a w e e k , f r o m May t o J a n u a r y .

There a r e a v a r i e t y o f i n t e r e s t i n g f a m i l y at t ract ions i n c l u d i n g a n underground room beneath
t h e b a r n which is bel ieved to h a v e been used f r o m 1850 to 1860 as a s ta t ion in t h e "Undergrouna
Rai l road. "

There is no admission c h a r g e , and v i s i t o r s may p i c k t h e i r own f r e s h f r u i t s as t h e y m a t u r e ,
or purchase them a l r e a d y p icked.

There i s a l s o a f a r m animal p e t t i n g zoo and a C o u n t r y B a r n S t o r e f e a t u r i n g home made j a m s ,
j e l l i e s , f r u i t b u t t e r s , anc h e r b v i n e g a r s . :

In t h e f a l l you may see an an t ique , hand-operated c i d e r press in operation, or p i c k your
ow pumpkin in t h e pumplin pa tch . A l s o , tractor-drawn wagon r i d e s may be t a k e n t h r o u g h t h e
orchards. ;

V i s i t o r s may b r i n g t h e i r own p i c n i c lunch o r v i s i t M u r p h y ' s unique sandwich b a r . There i s
p l e n t y of park ing space, and you migh t even @iscover t h a t Murphy's Orchards is a p leasant
p l a c e t o v i s i t , r e l a x , and enjoy t h e d a y.

. * * * * * * * * * *

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
L e s t e r Read o f S a n b o r n , N Y, has donated copies o f p i c t u r e s o f Wi l l iam G a s k i l l , E l i Hamblin,

ané Truman Goodenough, v o l u n t e e r s f r o m Wilson in t h e 2 8 t h I n f a n t r y Regiment d u r i n g t h e C i v i l
Wa r, Army of t h e Potomac. ,

Donald Wi l t se : 1994 Olympic Games Guide; 1941-42 Const i tut ion & By- laws of Niagara S k i
C l u b ; Two Lewiston T r a i l Counc i l B o y Scout Mecals. (Lewis ton T r a i l i s now p a r t o f t h e I roquo is
T r a i l Counci l o f B a t a v i a . )

E l e a n o r Desso: E a r l y C u r l i n g I r o n .
Richard Schmicle: 1964 Wilson " C r e s t " .
Do ro thy Maxfield: B lack L a c e and Sa t i n Jacket ( c a . 1890).
Cynthia LaUER: 19 Chi ldrens' Books ; 12 Boy and G i r l d o l l s of Sw iss , G r e e k , S c o t t i s h ,

Romanian,, Laplander, and two o r i e n t a l . A l s o , Sgaw w i t h Papoose, and Chinese Weaving D o l l ,
John F i t ch : Two S t ra igh t Razors and 1 S t r o p t h a t belonged to Ray F i t ch .
Ada N icke rson , Lewiston,NY: Beaver Hat Mermac of C a l i f o r n i a ; Beaver H a t , Will iams B r o s . , L k p t .
E a r l y Fu r Cape.
Beatrice L o r t Hedley, O l c o t t , N Y: F l a g , c a s e , and Certificate in memory of Le roy William L o r t .
Robert V o l l s , Cheektowaga,NY: Centennial Issue of Wilson "Cres t " 1964; Paper on H is to ry

of Wilson and Niagara C o u n t y.
S h i r l e y H a r p e r, T r i Towm C l a n , 4 - H Group; Ornamental Tree planted on museum grounds 5/4/96.
Dorothy P a r k e r , Newfane: 8 b o o k s , 1839,1858,1900's; 2 B i b l e s , 1871,1874; F i r s t Thru Way

Map; Newspapers; Newspaper C l ipp ings ; Brochure on W i l l y s Knight ; F a l l Dansville Nu rse ry B u l .
Vee L. Hausman, Lewiston, NY: Centennial C r e s t (1846-1946; O u r s e l v e s , C lass of 1922; a l s o

P o s t c a r d , Wi lson H i g h S c h o o l .
E s t a t e o f H a z e l S a l i s b u r y : R u r a l Schoo l Textbook (1890 t o mid 1930's) used b y H a z e l .
N e a l Wixon, B u f f a l o , NY: One Grand Rapids C a r p e t Sweeper, One porcelein P a n ; and one

pa in ted copper b o i l e r . * * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBER:

Wewelcome new memoer, P a u l R o b i t a i l l e o f S y k e r s v i l l e , MD, a l s o recent r e n e w a l s , Char les
G e r s t u n g of P o r t S t . L u c i e , F L ; and A t t y . Richard Southar¢c of L o c k p o r t .* * * * * * * * * *
ICE CREAM SOCIAL:

B e a u t i f u l weather and a l a r g e crowd combined t o make t h e recent I c e Cream Soc ia l h e l d o n
t h e museum grounds a g r e a t success .

R o o t beer fl o a t s and generous he lp ings of i c e cream sundaes w i t h t h e Choice of a v a r i e t y
o f toppings i n c l u d i n g s t r a w b e r r i e s , b u t t e r s c o t c h , h o t c h o c o l a t e and whipped "c ream" were
served by S a l l y Smi th , Ch rm. , Mary S c h u l t z , Wanca B u r r o w s , D a r r e l l Sm i th ,Lo i s Barnum and Don
B u r r o w s . Cashiers o n Sunday were Renee' Weeks , a member f r o m A f t o n , N Y, and Don C r o o p .

D a r r e l l Smith was in charge of preparat ions, and on Saturday two t e n t s and dozens of cha i r s
were s e t u p between t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g and t h e S h e l t e r where t h e program was h e l d . Ta b l e s
and c h a i r s were a l s o s e t u p i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g .

H e l p i n g D a r r e l l were Ed A l l cge ie r, D o n B u r r o w s , Joshua S m i t h , L o r r i n e B r a d y, Joshua B r a a y,
Michael B r a d y, Daniel Brady, and B i l l Smith.

G r e a t entertainment was prov ided by t h e Niagara C o u n t y S h e r i f f Association P ipe and Drums
and t h e I r i s h S t e p D a n c e r s .

A l l D u i l d i n g s were open t o t h e p u b l i c , and H o y t and Norie Desso were h o s t and h o s t e s s .* * * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM:

M i l es L innabery, P rog ram Chrm. , has announced t h a t t h e September 16 th meeting o f t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y w i l l be a surprise-=and if you come, y o u ' l l be g l a d you d i d . .

Refreshments w i l l be served f o l l o w i n g t h e meet ing . The Pub l i c is a lways i n v i t e c .* * * * * * * * * *
DID YOU KNOW...that t h e G r e a t G o r g e T r o l l e y l i n e was a p o p u l a r F a l l s a t t r a c t i o n f o r f o u r t y

yea rs , and t h a t t h e r o a d was abandoned a f t e r a massive r o c k s l i d e demolishea t h e t r a c k s
in 1935? ,

*¥ * * * & * * * *
BON MOT: The more we crow up t h e l e s s we b l o w u p .
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SCHOOLHOUSE IS MOVED:

The Gay many persons have been w a i t i n g f o r a r r i ved on Aug. 6, 1996, when F a r l e y Riggers of
L o c k p o r t movec t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse to i t s new home on t h e Wilson Museum g r o u n d s .

The b u i l d i n g was b r o u g h t o n fl a t b e d s i n two pieces v i a t h e Daniels Road, New Road, and Route
425 to Wilson. Everyth ing went smoothiv as t h e r o o f was c a r e f u l l y lowered in p o s i t i o n .

S e v e r a l members o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y were o n hand t o t a k e p i c t u r e s and watch proceed ‑
i n g s i n c l u c i n g , O l l i e and H e l e n C l a r k , B e t t y Hausman, D ick aND Jeanne Schmidle, Jean F igu ra ,
Don Croop , Don B u r r o w s , Sara B e r r y , E l t o n K r o p p , and E t h e l S t r a s b u r g .

The o l d r u r a l schoo l was b u i l t i n 1861, ane i s t h e l a s t one i n t h e d i s t r i c t t h a t h a s n ' t been
c o n v e r t e d t o a home. I t was used a s a community c e n t r e f o r many y e a r s a f t e r t h e o t h e r d i s t r i c t s
were consolidated i n t o t h e Wilson C e n t r a l School sys tem.

Now t h a t t h e s c h o o l i s o n t h e museum grounds , Wanda B u r r o w s , Chrm. o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty
schoolhouse commit tee, c a l l e d a meet ing on Monday, Aug . 1 2 t h , to discuss p l a n s f o r t h e s c h o o l ' s
renovat ion.

I t was decidead t h a t rep lac ing d o o r s , windows, and p a i n t i n g t h e ins ide o f t h e b u i l d i n g i s a
p r i o r i t y , a l s o havin3 a c u p o l a b u i l t f o r t h e b e l l .

C h r i s S c h u l t z , who i s working f o r h i s E a g l e Badse i n S c o u t i n g , has v o l u n t e e r e d t o c l e a n t h e
Gesks as a community se rv i ce p r o j e c t .

The C a r p e n t e r ' s L o c a l 280, h a s a l s o o f f e r e d t o h e l p w i t h some o f t h e r e p a i r s , and O l l i e
C l a r k w i l l a c t as l i a i s o n between t h e committee and t h e Union.

A handicap e n t r a n c e w i l l b e b u i l t i n t o t h e f r o n t s o u t h e a s t s i d e o f t h e b u i l d i n g a l t h o u g h
t h i s was n o t a p a r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , n a t u r a l l y .

A t tend ing t h e meeting were Wanda B u r r o w s , H i s t . S o c . C h r m . , Jean F i g u r a , Community Comm. Chrm. ,
Do ro thy M a x f e l d , O l l i e C l a r k , Richard Schmid le , and Don C r o o p .* * * * * * w * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

W e r e c e n t l y rece ived word t h a t S t e v e Mendes o f P o r t l a n d , C T, d ied June 21 , 1996 f o l l o w i n g a
h e a r t a t t a c k . He is survived by h i s w i f e , K a r e n Walder Mendes, f o r m e r l y of Ches tnu t Road,Wilson.
The young c o u p l e had o n l y been marr ied about t h r e e y e a r s .

The soc ie t y extends i t s condolences to K a r e n and members of t h e Mendes and Walder f a m i l i e s .* * * * * * * * * *
HISTORY OF SCHOOL MURAL:

When one e n t e r s t h e f r o n t d o o r o f t h e Wi lson C e n t r a l H igh S c h o o l , you may n o t i c e a l a r g e
mura l a l o n g t h e main ha l lway dep ic t ing t h e growth of t h e school d i s t r i c t f o r 150 years. .

Four h i s t o r i c at t ract ions are shown in the mura l i n c l u d i n g a l o g cabin representiny the I s t
th ree schools in Wilson--one of which was located in 1820 where the Wilson House Restaurant
now stands ; The Wilson Col leg ia te I n s t i t u t e , b u i l t in 1846, and the red b r i c k Union Free School
which was b u i l t on the s i t e of t h e present town h a l l in 1900; a l s o the new Wilson C e n t r a l
School opened in 1935. .

The h i s t o r i c m u r a l was completed in 1962-63 as an advanced a r t p ro j ec t under t he direction
o f then a r t t e a c h e r, Berne Kent o f Wilson. The student a r t i s t s a s s i s t i n g were j u n i o Veron i ca
Sabey McNeil of East Rockaway, NY; and seniors, S a l l y Smith Hedley of O l c o t t , and A l b e r t
Waite o f B e l t o n , Texas. .

The work was done m o s t l y d u r i n g c l a s s h o u r s , and some a f t e r school hours. The h i g h school
P r i n c i p a l a t t h e time was Richard Schmidle o f W i l son , and the d i s t r i c t P r i n c i p a l was the l a t e
L . E r n e s t T a r r .

The idea f o r t h e m u r a l developed f r o m discussions h e l d between M r . T a r r and M r . Ken t about
r e m o v a l o f a worn w a l l p a p e r m u r a l i n t h e h a l l w a y. M r . K e n t suggested t h a t a n o r i g i n a l p i e c e o f
a r t b e app l i ed t o t h e p l a s t e r s i m i l a r t o a medieval f r e s c o , s o t h e o1¢€ w a l l p a p e r was scraped
o f f anc t h e s u r f a c e tho rough l y washed.

S a l l y Smith i n i t i a t e d t h e idea f o r t h e m u r a l ' s h i s t o r i c a l theme , and t h e artists made use
o f t h e 1946 Centennial " C r e s t " a s a bas is f o r t h e m u r a l p o r t r a y a l s . Enlarged p e n c i l d raw ings
of t h e b u i l d i n g s were t ransfer red to t h e w a l l by u s e of a g r i d system, and scenery of students
were p laced around t h e s t ruc tu res to make them come a l i v e .

Pa in t used was a water based l a t e x f r o m Sherwin Wi l l iams named Ken To n e , and was purchased
f r o m t h e t h e P e t t i t E lec t r i c Shop a f t e r consultation w i t h Ora P e t t i t . The a r t i s t s mixed t h e
p a i n t s t o a r r i v e a t t h e var ious shades found i n t h e m u r a l . The p a i n t proved t o b e a n e x c e l l e n t
Choice as it adhered to t h e s u r f a c e of t h e p l a s t e r f o r o v e r 30 -years w i t h no p e e l i n g or
f a d i n g o f c o l o r s a o .

Perhaps t h e most amazing t h i n g abou t t h e m u r a l is t h a t it has been exposed tc activities
in a busy h i g h schoo l f o r more t h a n t h r e e decades w i t h nos i g n of deterioration or d e t r u c t i o n .

(Note: Informat ion f o r t h e above i tem was submitted by A l b e r t C. W a i t e , J r . , of B e l t o n , TX.
x * * * * * * * *

AROUND THE MUSEUM:
G a r y F i t c h , Don B u r r o w s , and Dan K i n g have i n s t a l l e d t h r e e conc re te p o s t s t o mark t h e n o r t h

boundary o f t h e museum p r o p e r t y . . . . .P r e s . Bu r rows announced t h a t a p l a y e r p iano has been donated
f o r t h e s c h o o l n o u s e . . . . .D a r r e l l Smi th h a s purchased a $200 vacuum c l e a n e r f o r t h e museum, w i t h
permiss ion f r o m t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s . . . . .L o i s Barnum s t a t e d t h a t t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g needs
p a i n t i n g , and s a i d i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r t h e s o c i e t y t o o b t a i n a c o o l e r and s t o v e f r o m t h e South
Wilson F i r e Company. She was de lega ted to check into i t and to p u r c h a s e i f reasonable.

O n S a t . , Aug. 1 7 t h , about t e n members d e c i d e dt o clean-up t h e ca rs i n t h e Argue B u i l d i n g .
A l l c a r s e a t s were washed w i t h soap & w a t e r , t h e n sprayed w i th a r m o r a l l . The new dehumid ifier
has d r i e d o u t t h e b l d g . , and Dan K i n g p u t a new b e l t o n t h e n o r t h w a l l f a n . Things l o o k 100%
b e t t e r . Thank you: Gary F i t c h , Dan K i n g , L o i s Jennings, L o i s Ba rnum, Anne F a e r y , Don B u r r o w s ,
" M i c k y " H u n t e r , and E l t o n K r o p p .

L o i s Jennings has suggested we have an "ACopt-A-Car" program. Sounds l i k e a creat idea.
* e &€ & & ke KF KF *&

SOME PEOPLE ARE..-.like b l i s t e r s . They c o n ' t eppear u n t i l the w o r k is done.~ ae we a ~~ afte a a
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WINDMILL REPAIRS COMPLETED:

Yo u may have not iced t h a t t h e t o p sec t i on of t h e windmi l l was missing f o r s e v e r a l months,
and f o r yood reason--"Chuck" Messersmith h a d t a k e n it down and was arranging f o r necessary
r e p a i r s . Now t h e j o b i s done, and once more t h e r a r e o l d winami l l i s i n good working o r d e r
a g a i n .

As many of you p r o b a b l y k n o w, windmil ls have been a r o u n d f o r a v e r y l o n g t i m e , . and poss ib ly
were one of m a n ' s fi r s t sources of energy.

They a r e bel ieved t o have o r i g i n a t e d i n anc ien t Pers ia more than one thousand years ago,
and were l a t e r adopted by t h e Chinese. From t h e r e they sp read a l l around t h e w o r l d inc lud ing
Niagara County where they became an important source f o r p r o v i d i n g water to e a r l y f a r m homes
and thousands of domestic animals.

The w indmi l l o n t h e museum g r o u n d s o r i g i n a t e d i n Ogden, U t a h , where i t was purchased f r o m
an Ogden fa rme r by James Reyno lds . He brough t it to Wilson and , a f t e r considerable u r g i n g
b y t h e l a t e D r . John Argue , donated i t t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y.

Ed Hastings b u i l t a reservo ir and covered it w i t h a cement p l a t f o r m on which the frame‑
work was bo l ted i n t o p l a c e .

"Chuck" Messersmith took charge of the p ro jec t when it was discovered t h a t t he mechanism
t h a t drives t h e windmill was bac l y in need of r e p a i r to make i t operab le .

With h e l p f rom Don S i n c l a i r o f Valair, Wilson, t h e Pitman arm bearings and main bear ing
were rep laced , and the A i r Motor center p o s t was straightene@ wi th use of Don 's h y d r a u l i c p r e s s .

Dan King, owner o f K ing 's Sheet M e t a l , Beebe Road, Newfane, a l s o helped out by fabr ica t ing
nine "Sa i l s " and eleven Ribs, as w e l l as making a new direct ional Vane and repa i r i ng the
F u r l Ring.

Fred Fowler patched a ho le in t h e o i l reservo i r w i t h fi b r e g l a s s , and C a r l Johnson made
seven upper s a i l brackets and helped "Chuck" s t ra igh ten t h e o l d s a i l s and asseble them.

On May 4, 1984, "Red" C l a r k of C l a r k Riggers, Wi lson, l i f t e d t h e windmil l i n t o p l a c e w i t h
h i s c r a n e , and "Chuck" Messersmith, Ed S e e f e l d t , A r t S c h n o o r, Ray A l l cge ie r, "Bud" Ward, and
S ic P e t t i t b o l t e d everyth ing t o g e t h e r .

Even though "Chuck" k e p t t h e moving p a r t s o i l e d every s p r i n g , t h e w i n d m i l l , l i k e any o t h e r
piece of mechanical equipment, fi n a l l y gave o u t , and he found it necessary to t a k e it down
a g a i n t h i s y e a r f o r r e p a i r s .

He aga in odtained h e l p f r o m Don S i n c l a i r who repa i red and welded s e v e r a l v i t a l p a r t s . In
t h e meantime, A r t Schnoor r e p l a c e d t h e wood fl o o r i n g beneath t h e F a n .

Mi les Linnabery pa in ted t h e s a i l s and v a n e , and John Dav i s , a n i n d u s t r i a l A r t s teacher
a t s c h o o l , b u i l t a new brake f o r t h e f a n .

On A u g u s t 2 9 , 1996, f o l l o w i n g a d isp lay of p h y s i c a l f o r t i t u d e and endurance, Don F a r l e y
and "Chuck" hoisted t h e f a n i n t o p o s i t i o n and p u t eve ry th i ng t o g e t h e r .

The soc ie t y i s v e r y g r a t e f u l t o "Chuck" and a l l t h e o t h e r persons named f o r h e l p i n g t o
r e p a i r t h e windmi l l and g e t t i n g i t back i n t o good running condi t ion again.* * * * * * * * * *
WE REMEMBER 19234:

We r e c a l l t h a t in 1934 t h e Coun t r y was t r y i n g to p u l l o u t of t h e " G r e a t Depress ion" , and,
a s though t h a t w a s n ' t bad enough, t h e weather w o u l d n ' t c o o p e r a t e - - a n d l a r g e areas o f t h e mid ‑
west were t u r n e d i n t o d u s t b o w l s .

Cr ime, i t seemed, w a s n ' t much bet ter than i t i s today b u t w i t h one excep t ion - - law enfo rc ing
a g e n c i e s d i d n ' t appear to be as " s o f t " on c r im ina l s . I n f a c t , p u b l i c enemies l i k e John
D i l l i n g e r , " P r e t t y Boy" F l o y d , "Baby F a c e " N e l s o n , and "Bonnie and C lyde . were a l l gunned
¢own, ending t h e i r r e i g n o f t e r r o r .

I t was a l s o t h e y e a r t h a t B r u n o Hauptman was a r r e s t e d f o r kidnapping t h e L indberg baby, and
t h a t l e d to enactment of t h e dea th p e n a l t y f o r k idnappings o v e r S t a t e l i n e s .

Today, p o l i t i c i a n s t a l k a g r e a t d e a l about fam i l y v a l u e s and the r e s t r i c t i o n o f c e r t a i n
types of motion p i c t u r e s or videos detr imental to young, deve lop ing minds. That was a l s o t r i e d
in 1934 when t h e Ca tho l i c Leg ion o f Decency p u t p ressu re on t h e movie indus t r y by pushing
f o r cencorsh ip .

In many ways, however, 1934 was a good y e a r . Benny Goodman organized t h a t fi r s t "Swing Band"
and became known as the K ing o f Sw ing . . . a coup le c l ass i c movies drew crowds to t h e movies to
see " I t Happened One N i g h t " w i t h C l a r k G a b l e , and " L i t t l e Women" w i t h Katherine H e p b u r n . . . l a s t
b u t n o t l e a s t , we moved to t h e town of Wilson.

* * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: Laugh a l o t - - a good sense o f humor c u r e s most a l l o f l i f e ' s i l l s .

*& ve + * * * + od oe
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DEDICATED VOLUNTEER:

F o r many, many years, M r s . B u r t (Lo is ) Jennings of W
at t h e Inter-Conmmunity Hosp i t a l at N e w f a n e ; The Wilson
C h u r c h , and t h e Wilson Historical S o c i e t y .

She was a member o f t h e Hosp i t a l A u x i l i a r y and B o a r d , and a l s o helped organize t h e "Puppe ‑
t e e r s " who , to t h e present é a y, h a v e sewn ano furnished thousznds of puppets f o r s i c k ch i ld ren
a t t h e Newfane Hosp i t a l .

At E x l e y United Methodist C h u r c h , L o i s h a s devoted many h o u r s as a member of t h e Administra‑
t i v e B o a r d ; t h e A l t a r Commit tee; and t h e Pastora l Relations Committee; as w e l l as Making dozens
of Christmas wreaths f o r t h e annual church b a z a a r .

She is a l s o a charter/l ife member of t h e Wilson His tor ica l S o c i e t y where she served as C u r a ‑
t o r f r o m 1977 t o 1989. Many o f t o d a y ' s fi n e museum exhib i ts were i n i t i a t e d under h e r guidance.

In 1989 she accepted chairmanship of t h e Memorial Committee which enta i ls acknowledging
and t h a n k i n g a l l donors who contribute memorials to t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y .

F r o m 1978 to t h e present t i m e , L o i s h a s b e e n acquisit ions Chairman--one of t h e most e x a c t i n g
functions o f t h e h i s to r i ca l s o c i e t y . I n t h i s o f fi c e h e r du t i es requ i re t h a t she record a l l
acquisit ions in an accession b o o k , and a l s o make o u t transmission s l i p s to be k e p t on fi l e or
g i v e n o r mai led t o a l l d o n o r s - - a t r u l y hercu lean t a s k .

H e r dedication to h e r w o r k , and t h e f a c t t h a t she h a s a l w a y s attended most of t h e s o c i e t y ' s
r e g u l a r mee t ings , h a s t r u l y made h e r one o f o u r most valued members.

L o i s was b o r n in Tonawanda, N Y, and a f t e r e a r l y s c h o o l i n g , graduated f r o m Skidmore C o l l e g e ,
ang t h e n t a u g h t n u r s i n g schoo l at Chi ldrens H o s p i t a l in B u f f a l o .

A f t e r h e r marr iage to B u r t Jennings, t h e y moved to t h e beaut i fu l Jennings Homestead on
Maple R o a d , W i l s o n , where t h e y r a i s e d t h e i r d a u g h t e r, Wendy (Hayes) o f Pa rk R idge , I l l i n o i s .* ** * * * * * * *

i l s o n h a s devoted h e r l i f e as a vo lunteer
" P u p p e t e e r s ;the E x l e y United Methodist

IN MEMORIAM:
Chr ist ine Hu tch i son , 8 4 , d ied August 3 0 , 1996 a t t h e Newfane Health F a c i l i t y a f t e r a l o n g

i l l n e s s . She was a rember of E x l e y United Methodist C h u r c h , t h e Wilson Histor ica l S o c i e t y,
a n d , f o r many years, was physical education teacher and c h e e r l e a d i n g coach a t Wilson C e n t r a l
H igh Schoo l .

She is surviveé by 2 s o n s , Gordon (Georgine) Hutchison of P a r k e r , CO; and R o g e r Hutchison
o f W i l s o n ; a l s o a s i s t e r , V i r g i n i a (Robert) Gershback o f S h o r t s v i l l e , NY.

B u r i a l was in Greenwood C e m e t e r y, Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *
AS OTHERS SEE US:

E v e r y o n e l i k e s to ge t a p a t on t h e b a c k , ana the s o c i e t y appreciates a note regcetved f r om
Linda S t e v e n s , Coordinator of vo lun tee r s e r v i c e s , Compeer Niagara, f o l l o w i n g a v i s i t to the :
Wilson Museum in September--and we quote:

"Many h e a r t f e l t thanks f o r t he woncerful t o u r of your grounds and b u i l d i n g s in Wilson...the
cars were an e x t r a special t r e a t . What a t e r r i fi c collection you h a v e . . . y o u have p u t a l o t of
nard v o r k i n t o your d i sp lays anc i t shows. Wilson should be very proud o f you . ”; :a a a Co a

NEW LIFE MEMBER: :
Herriatt Lanéy Nolan¢,daughter of Roy and Frances Marks Landy, has joined t h e L i f e Mem>er‑

sh ip C lass o f the Wilson His. Soc ie t y. Bo rn in Lockpo r t , she graduated f rom Wilson Central
School i n 1940 and SUNY a t B rockpo r t i n 1944. She a l s o attended Miami Univ. o f Ohio anc r e ‑
ceived c red i t s at B e l l e v u e Community ,Wa; B y r n Maw, P a ; anc E. Arizona C o l l e g e in Payson , A r .

She had 2 ch i ld ren by h e r husband, John N o l a n , who d i e d in 1962, John K. N o l a n , a Special
Agent w i t h t h e Baltimore C i t y P o l i c e , M d ; and Elizabeth Anne Nolan Pear ls te in ,BS,MA, who teaches
A r t i n t h e B u f f a l o area.

H a r r i e t t was one of 6 founders and p a s t p r e s . of t h e Nor th G i l a Co. Genealogical Soc ie t y, and
an ac t i ve member of CASA (Cou r t Appointed S u r r o g a t e Advocate f o r Chi ldren at Payson , A z . ) She
is a r e t i r e d NYS Teacher and t a u g h t at N. Tonawanda Publ ic S c h o o l s ; NYS D e p t . of Education
Indian S c h o o l s ; Niagara F a l l s , NY; and t h e Franklin and Middleton Schools in Ohio.

She r e t i r e d to Arizona in 1980 a n d , s ince 1 9 7 8 , h a s done research and published f a m i l y
senealogies f o r immediate members o f t h e fami l ies i n WNY a r e a - - n a m e l y t h e M a r k s , L a n d i e s ,
M o n o h a n s , B u t l e r s , Francis and Somervilles.

O f Specia l I n t e r e s t : The e l e c t r i c c a r i n t h e Wilson Museum was o r i g i n a l l y purchased b y
H a r r i e t t to d r i v e back ance f o r t h w h i l e teach ing in N. Tonawanda. In 1978 she s o l d t h e car to
D r . John A r g u e , who l a t e r donated i t to t h e Museum. In h e r l e t t e r she no tes : " I ' m enc los ing
a check f o r $100 t o h e l p k e e p "My" e lec t r i c c a r s h i n i n g . " Which, i n c i d e n t a l l y , makes Har r ie t t
t h e fi r s t member to "Adopt -a-Car" .

: * * * * * * * * * *

OCTOBER HOSTS & HOSTESSES:
O c t . 6 t h : Open Museum, V i r g i n i a St rab low: G r e e t e r s , V i r g i n i a and Gordon S t r a b l o w.
O c t . 1 3 t h : Open Museum, Norman MacAskill: G r e e t e r s , Martha and Norman MacAskill.
O c t . 20 th : Open Museum, Don C r o o p : G r e e t e r s , S a r a B e r r y and Don C r o o p .
O c t . 27th: Open M u s e u m , Bobbie H u l l : G r e e t e r s , Bobbie and Robert H u l l .* * * * * * * * * *

OCTOBER MEETING:
M i les L innabery has announced t h a t t h e program on O c t . 21s t w i l l be on "The War o f t h e W : r l d ' s

Tape" f r o m t h e o l d Orson We l l s Radio program.
Refreshments w i l l be served, * * * * * * * * * *

MEMBER IN THE NEWS:
S u p t . Richard Zipp h a s announcec h i s intent ion to r e t i r e at t h e end of t h e schoo l y e a r. He

h a s ceen S u p t . o f schools s ince 1977 a n d , p r i o r to t h a t , P r i n . of Thomas Marks f o r 6 years.
* * +t *& * * * * on *

RETIREMENT: The time we spend on jobs we d o n ' t g e t p a i d f c r .
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Community l eace rs anc numerous v o l u n t e e r s worked v e r y h a r d t o renovate t h e museum, and make

it a unique p l a c e in which to p r e s e r v e t h e c u l t u r e of o u r community. In a d d i t i o n , many a r t i ‑
f a c t s have been donated dur ing t h e p a s t 25 years t h a t h e l p to show t h e k i n d of l i f e Wilson
res iden ts experienced in t h e e a r l y 1800's and t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y.

Acqu is i t i ons include t h e b e a u t i f u l wood c a r v i n g s o f t h e l a t e W a l t e r Wi lson; o l d t e l e g r a p h
k e y s , r a c i o s , and wire less s e t s f r o m yes te r yea r ; cases fi l l e d w i t h o l d t o y s ; Army and Navy
a r t i f a c t s ; Wilson F i r e Company memoradi l ia ; @ozens of wooden t o o l s t h a t h e l p e d b u i l d t h e
barns and homes of t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r ; a l s o , o l d mus ica l ins t ruments ; k i t chen appl iances,
and a l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n o f o l d d r e s s e s , u n i f o r m s , and o t h e r c l o t h i n g .

F ine d isp lays i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g inc lude a C o u n t r y S t o r e and Wi lson 's f o r m e r P o s t o f fi c e ;
ane n i c e e x h i b i t s i n t h e "Ca r r i age Room" inc l ude t h e M a r k ' s Buggy ; Wi l l iams C u t t e r ; Democrat
Wagon, anc e a r l y Firemens' Hose C a r t .

The D r . John Argue Memorial C a r B u i l d i n g contains around twen ty ant igue c a r s , t r u c k s , anc
C l a s s i c mode ls , w h i l e i n t h e F i t t r o Shop, E d A l l g e i e r h a s p u t t o g e t h e r a l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n o f
o l e f a r m t o o l s and ecuipment.

Nearby, t h e o l c 1903 Caboose, t h e l a s t of i t s k i n d , s tands as a symbol of t h a t e r a when
r a i l r o a d s were o u r c o u n t r y ' s main source o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

The museum's l a t e s t a c q u i s i t i o n i s t h e 1861 Randa l l Road Schoolhouse which was moved t o t h e
museum grounds r e c e n t l y . I t i s p lanned t o renovate the b u i l d i n g i n t h e near f u t u r e , and
e v e n t u a l l y make i t ava i lab le t o teachers and t h e i r c l a s s e s who may use t h e t o o l s and t e x t s
f r o m t h e vast.

I t i s sa id t h a t each genera t i on mus t have something to b u i l é on to improve t h e f u t u r e - ‑
perhaps t h a t oppor tun i ty e x i s t s a t t h e Wilson Depo t Museum.* * * * * * * * * 2
OLD BUSINESS:

One of Wi l son ' s o l d e s t businesses began in 1910 when Thomas Marks opened up a n u r s e r y on
l a n c which he purchased on E a s t L a k e Road an@ M a p l e f r o m A r t h u r P e a s e . Thomas began to l e a r n
t h e n u r s e r y business when he was growing up in Canada, anc earned enoughmoney to p u t h imse l f
t h r o u g h t h e Hamilton Business C o l l e g e in O n t a r i o , Canada.

H e then worked about fi v e y e a r s f o r t h e E l l w a n g e r and B a r r y N u r s e r y i n R o c h e s t e r , N Y, and
a l s o ano the r fi v e years a t t h e W i l l i a m Smith nu rse ry in G e n e v a , NY.

D u r i n g t h i s t i m e , h e met and marr ied H a r r i e t Francis o f To r o n t o , and t h e i r fi r s t c h i l d ,
Edward, was born at Rochester in 1903. Edward grew up in Wilson and graduated f rom t h e Wilson
High School in 1921.

Thomas M a r k s , S r . , no t o n l y established an outstanding nursery in Wi lson, b u t a l s o became
involved in C iv i c a f f a i r s . He was always a s t r o n g advocate f o r b e t t e r educat ion, and helped
have t h e new h igh school b u i l t as Wel l ‘aS an e lementa ry schoo l .

He was president of t h e Wilson School Board f o r 21 years , and a l s o found time to serve as
Presicent of t h e o l d Wilsonian C l u b ; President of t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y ; and t r e a s u r e r of
S t . John 's Episcopal Church of Wilson.

He was a l s o pas t master of Wilson's Masonic Lodge; Grand Stewarc of t h e N. Y. S. Grand
Lodge; an¢ was on the Farmers' Committee responsible f o r s t a r t i n g t h e Niagara County Garmers
Co-op Market a t B a i l y and C l i n t o n i n B u f f a l o .

Perhaps t h e h i g h l i g h t s of M r . M a r k ' s c a r e e r was wnen he was awarded t h e M a s t e r F a r m e r s
Medal by Governor F rank l i n D e l a n o R o o s e v e l t o f New Yo r k ; and t h e Thomas M a r k s E lementa ry
Schoo l i n Wilson was named i n h i s h o n o r .

Thomas M a r k ' s s o n , Edwarce and h i s w i f e , G e r t r u d e , operatec t h e nursery u n t i l t h e i r r e t i r e ‑
ment c u r i n g which t ime they c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r 6 0 t h wedCing anniversary t o g e t h e r .

Tocay, Thomas E. M a r k s ope ra tes t h e n u r s e r y anc cont inues t h e l o n g t r a c i t i o n of supply ing
some o f t h e fi n e s t n u r s e r y s t o c k a v a i l a b l e . H e i s a L i f e Member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. |* * * ¥ % * * * * * !
FROM THE MAILBAG:

The soc ie t y has receivec: Thank You n o t e s f r o m John M. Fitzsimmons and Michele Sav igny, r e ‑
c i p i e n t s o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y awards presented o n C l a s s N i g h t b y P r e s . Donald B u r r o w s .* ¥ * * * = * * a
THREE MONTH NOTICE:

A i l a n n u a l memberships in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y w i l l exp i re December 31 , 1996. It
would be g r e a t l y appreciated if you would t a k e t h e t ime now to renew you r membership f o r 1997.
Prompt r e n e w a l s makes Anne F a e r y ' s record-keep ing a l o t e a s i e r. Thanks f o r y o u r coopera t ion .* * * * * * * * * *
DEMOCRACY d o e s n ' t mean, " I ' m as good as you a r e " , b u t " Yo u ' r e as good as I a m . "

EFFAFLEEEELETELE TTE T E ETHELEAT HET EEE E L L E F E AT EETEF T E A EE T EF E T ELE EEE E T E EFEET TETT EF E T EFTP Tt t t t t t t t t t te)

1997. C c c e e e e c e e c w e e e a e s MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION.. . . . . - . e c c e e e c v c c e e 1996

NAMEs s0:06 e e e 0 %0s e t s e ee ee s 8 % Phone ( ) e r RENEW.1 . 2 . 2 . 0e e NEW M E M B E R . . . . . . . . 2 .

ADDRESS s e n c c 6 s a a t e v t e s e e ecas veeeews P. O . B O X . . . . . . . . - . O si r e w o e eZlPeceoees

COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . J r . (under 18) $1.00 TLIFE (S ing le ) $150 .00 . . . . . . e e e e e s

L IFE (Couple) $250.00. . . . . ENDOWMENT FUND ( O p t i o n a l ) . . . . . BLDG... FUND...«..... HONORARY (FREE)
(85 y r s +)

To t a l Amount Bnclosed $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
P l e a s e make a l l checks payab le to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o :

ANNE A. FAERY, P. O . Box 731 Wi l son , NY 14172



€9L6- ZZiV1 WBOA AMIN ‘ N O S
, 2ya}20q§ JUI01816% WORTIRDever bes, IPFG

NIAGARA FRONTIER BUILDER:
Tne l a t e W a l t e r Johnson, f ounde r o f t h e Johnson Cons t ruc t i on Company, was 93 years o l d

when h e t a l k e d w i t h u s about h i s e a r l i e r Gays i n Wilson. Be ing a member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i ‑
c a l Soc ie ty he was q u i t e w i l l i n g to discuss condi t ions t h a t »vrevailed around t h e beginning
o f t h e 2 0 t h C e n t u r y.

He was bo rn on t h e McClew Road in Newfane in 1887, b u t s h o r t l y a f t e r moved with h i s f a m i l y
to a s m a l l f a r m on t h e s o u t h s i de of Chestnut Roa¢c in Sou th Wilson.

Through t h e influence of h i s m o t h e r, he a t t e n d e d t h e E a s t Wilson Methodist C h u r c h , and he
r e c a l l e d t h a t i t was a t ime i n h i s l i f e when most Deop le appeared t o b e h o n e s t , and
seldom c i c anyone fi n d i t necessary to l o c k d o o r s .

He at tenced s c h o o l in Wi lson f o r a few y e a r s b u t , l i k e many o t h e r s in h i s d a y, cot most
of h i s education in t h e "Schoo l of Hard K n o c k s . " He d i d remember t h a t one of h i s f a v o r i t e
teachers was C a r r i e M a r t i n , and some of h i s schoolmates inc luded L e e Hambl in , Jennie B i g a l o i ,
Doc P r a t t , Rex Tu g w e l l , Fay Campbe l l , Rona ld Wr i g h t , L o u i s Swick , and t h e Car r igan b r o t h e r s .

At age 15, he l i ved and worked on t h e fa rm o f . Edgar B u l l at the corner of Chestnut and
I r i s h roads. His bedroom extended o f f the west wing of t h e B u l l home so he cou ld come and
go as he pleased. (The house is now t h e home of t h e D a r r e l l Smith fam i l y. )

Frank l in B u l l , f a t h e r o f Edgar, l i veG next coor on t h e e a s t , and t h e B u l l lands extended
a l o n g bo th sides of Chestnut Road.. Yuung Wa l t e r he lped harves t l a r g e amounts of cabbage,
app les , melons, " c u k e s " , and tomatoes which were m o s t l y t a k e n t o t h e marke t i n B u f f a l o .

I t was n o easy t a s k , and f a r m e r s l i k e Fred Th i l k and Edégar B u l l o f t e n drove t o m a r k e t
t o g e t h e r. The roads were r e a l l y rough anc muddy and, since i t was hard t o cl imb t h e Cambria
Center and Baker H i l l s , t h e y ' d usually h i t c h b o t h teams to one wagon. A f t e r d r i v i n g one
load to the top o f the h i l l , t hey ' d r e t u r n f o r t h e o the r wagon.

The wagons h a q wide racks w i t h a capacity of 75 or 80 bushels of produce. They were b u i l t
and assembled by “Hub" S t o c k w e l l and h i s f o u r sons a n d , in a d d i t i o n , it w a s n ' t u n u s u a l f o r
them t o shoe 2 5 o r 3 0 h o r s e s i n one day a t t h e i r b lacksm i th shop a t S t o c k w e l l ' s C o r n e r s .

The Lockport-Wilson Stagecoachwas c r i ven by " J o c k y " F a e r y , and it stopped each day at
t h e E a s t Wilson Postouffice which was a l s o l o c a t e d in t h e S t o c k w e l l Shop.

W a l t e r Johnson was 22 yea rs ol@ when he decidec to l e a v e E a s t Wilson to buy h imse l f a f a r m
o n t h e P l e t c h e r Road f o r $1.00 down and " t h e r e s t when h e was a b l e . " Tha t move was what
s t a r t e d him o u t as a b u i l d e r because he had a l o t of Carpentry w o r k to do b e f o r e he c o u l d
g e t t h e p l a c e in shape so he c o u l d g e t marr ied.

He fi n a l l y was ab le to " t a k e t h e p l u n g e " and e loped w i t h L a u r a Wiseman, and t h e i r fi r s t
son was b o r n i n t h e i r l o g ’ c a b i n home w i t h beams s o l o w one c o u l d h a r d l y s tand u p s t r a i g h t .
A f t e r t h e i r fi r s t w i n t e r , he b u i l t a new house , and as h i s prowress as a b u i l d e r became known,
o t h e r f a r m e r s h i r e d h im t o d o w o r k f o r them.

H e was t h e fi r s t man to b e d r a f t e d f r o m Wilson i n Wo r l d War I , b u t was Ge fe r red because
he was a produc ing f a r m e r . He l a t e r he lped b u i l d " fl y i n g b o a t s " f o r C u r t i s Wr igh t , b u t d i s ‑
l i k e d i t so much he went to work f o r t h e O t t o E . K r u p p Cons t ruc t i on Company. A f t e r two yea rs
he decideé to co i n t o const ruc t ion on h i s own , and by t h e t ime World War I I a r r i v e d , he had
more w o r k t h a n h e c o u l d d o .

We askec M r . Johnson what he be l i eved to be t h e s e c r e t o f h i s success and he r e p l i e d ,
"Hard w o r k , gooé c r e d i t , and h i r i n g good men andt r e a t i n g thom r i g h t . "

We t h e n asked h im what he remembered most abou t Wi lson and he s a i d , "There is no b e t t e r
farming a r e a , no b e t t e r p l a c e to l i v e , and no b e t t e r p e o p l e to assoc iate w i t h . I ' v e a lways
regarded Wilson peop le as hard work ing, energe t i c , and h o n e s t . "

In v iew of M r . Johnson 's .success as a b u i l d e r , i t was i r o n i c t h a t h i s f a t h e r opposed i t ,
and t o l d h i s son t o " S t i c k t o farming-~you c o n ' t k n o w any th ing about c o n s t r u c t i o n . "

He c i d n ' t l i v e to see h i s son »uilda shopping c e n t e r s , huncrecs of h o u s e s , and a n u m b e r of
scnoo ls i n c l u d i n g G a s k i l l Jun ior H igh . H ea l s o b u i l t t h e fi r s t s u r g i c a l o u i l d i n g a t Niagara
F a l l s Memorial H o s p i t a l , a s w e l l a s a 201 apartment complex o n Cecar S t r e e t . The Tower A p a r t ‑
ments in L o c k p o r t were 2 l s o e r e c t e d by h i s company, and t h e y a l s o ¢ i c work f o r companies l i k e
Carboruncum, Union Carb i ce , Hooker Chemical , and Harr ison Rac ia to r.

Up to t h e t ime of h i s demise, W a l t e r Johnson k e p t in t o u c h w i t h h i s fo rme r boyhood home‑
town through h i s member sh ip in t h e Wilson His tor ica l Soc ie ty.

* * * * * * ca * * *
BON MOT:

I n t h e good o l d deys , t h e man who saved money was a m i s e r - - t o d a y h e ' s 2 wonder.
* * * * * * *& * * *

a
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VILLAGE EXPANSION:

Lu the r W i l s o n , s c r o f R e v k e n , was be l ieved to h a v e been t h e d r i v i n g f o r c e behind most o f
t h e e a r l y development of t h e v i l l a g e of W i l s o n , and he was v e r y pub l i c s p i r i t e d and e n e r g e t i c
in h i s e f f o r t s to make improvenents. He a l s o servee in t h e S t a t e Assembly at A l b a n y.

In 1842, he startec development of t h e v i l l a g e by h a v i n g a por t ion of h i s lands surveyec
i n t o b u i l d i n g l o t s by J e s s e P. Haines at t h e scutkhwest. corner of L o t # 9 , township 1 5 , Range 8,
of t h e Hol land Land Company S u r v e y . ;

Th is sect ion was bounded on t h e e a s t by L a k e S t r e e t ; on t h e n o r t h by t h e lands of Luman
C a s e ; and on t h e sou th by t h e lands of Simon Sheldon. Am a p of t h e area was fi l e d in t h e
C o u n t y C l e r k ' s O f fi c e .

A s h o r t time l a t e r , Simon Sheldon had h i s f a r m div ided i n t o l o t s by surveyor Wi l l iam Woocs,
and h i s l a n d was located on t h e no r theas t corner o f L o t # 8 , township 1 5 , Range 8 .

There was f u r t h e r expansion of t h e v i l l a g e when Andrew B r o w n , who cwned l a n d at t h e corner
of l o t 9 0 , township 1 5 , range 7, decided to s e l l a l l h i s f r o n t a g e w i t h t h e except ion of t h e
l o t on which he l i v e d . This p roper t y was bounded on t h e west by Lake S t r e e t , and on t h e south
by Youngstown Road e a s t .

John O n d e r d o n k , who came t o Wilson c a . 1850, purchased a f a r m a t t h e south west corner o f
L o t # 9 0 , township 1 5 , Range 8, and q u i c k l y s o l d it o f f f o r v i l l a g e l o t s .

F l d e r t V.W. Dox made t h e fi r s t comp le te map o f t h e v i l l a g e in 1889, and cop ies were fi l e d
w i t h t h e S t a t e Compt ro l l e r ' s O f fi c e , Niagara C o u n t y C l e r k ' s O f fi c e , and t h e V i l l a g e o f Wilson.
The v i l l a g e copy was be l ieved to have been dest royed in t h e Masonic B l o c k fi r e of 1890.

The v i l l a g e of Wilson was incorporated by an a c t of t h e New Yo r k S t a t e Leg i s la tu re on
May 11 , 1858, and t h e corporat ion boundaries included 416 acres of l a n d , and a population of
seven hundred fi f t e e n peop le .

The fi r s t o f fi c e r s of t h e n e w l y incorporated v i l l a g e w e r e , Lu the r W i l s o n , P r e s i d e n t ; John
H o s m e r, C l e r k ; and t r u s t e e s , L u r e n D. W i l s o n , Reuben F. W i l s o n , H e n r y S. McChesney, and
Wi l l iam P. G r o u t .

Today t h e v i l l a g e i s 138 years o l d , a n d i t s o f fi c e r s a r e Char les B r a n c h , M a y o r ; Emma L o u
Reppentine, V i l l a g e C l e r k ; and t r u s t e e s , M i l t o n C l a r k and J e r r y Dean.* * * * * * * * * *
COOLER AIR AHEAD:

The p o l i t i c a l a i r w i l l be cleansed t h i s November when one of t h e most controversial e l ec t i on
campaigns of recent years is reso lved.

As a lvays , the indiv idual v o t e r w i l l have the l a s t word, and somehow they a lways seem to be
a b l e to separate the c h a f f f r o m t h e orain.

And should anyone think t h e i r vo te d o e s n ' t m a t t e r , consider t h i s : I .n 1776 one vote gave
America the Engl ish language instead o f Ge rman ; I n 1845, Texas came i n t o the Union by one v o t e ;
In 1876 one vote elected Rutherford Hayes president of t h e United S t a t e s ; and j u s t a few
weeks before Pear l Harbor in 1941, one v o t e saved t h e Selective Service system. One vote can
make a d i f fe rence .

. * * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM GREETERS FOR NOVEMBER: . ’

Nov. 3rd: Open Museum, Gordon Strab low. G r e e t e r s , Howard and Dorothy P a r k e r.
Nov. 10th: Open Museum, Lo is Barnum. G r e e t e r s , Lo is Barnum and Marlene Schoul tz.
N o v. 17 th : Open Museum, C a r o l e Schnoor. G r e e t e r s , Caro le Schnoor and Helen Sherrie.
N o v. 24 th : Open Museum, Don B u r r o w s . G r e e t e r s , Don and Wanda Burrows.
(Note: The museum w i l l n o t b e open t o v i s i t o r s d u r i n g t h e months o f J a n u a r y, F e b r u a r y,

and M a r c h , 1997, however,month ly program meet ings and Board of D i r e c t o r meet ings w i l l
be h e l d as u s u a l du r i ng those months.) D o n ' t F o r y e t : Ve te rans Day is N o v. 11 , 1996.* * * * * * * * * *

NOVEMBER MEETINGS:
The Board of D i rec to rs w i l l meet at t h e museum, Wednesday, November 21s t at 7:30 PM.
OnNovember 1 8 t h , a representative of t h e New Yo r k S t a t e Parks Department, w i l l be t h e guest

speake r, and t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e program w i l l be "White Houses o f t h e Seaway T r a i l " .
Meet ings a l l s t a r t a t 7:30 PM, and t h e p u b l i c i s c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d a l l programs.
L i g h t refreshments w i l l be served
A spec ia l musical program presented by t h e Fr iends of t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y , w i l l be h e l d

a t t h e museum on Thursday, November 2 1 s t , a t 7 :30 PM
The program w i l l be performed by t h e Cantabi le S t r i n g Quartet d i r ec ted by James F l o o d ,

d i r e c t o r o f t h e Niagara Symphony Orches t ra .
"Sandy" S t i m s o n , f o r m e r Wi lson r e s i d e n t and g r a d u a t e o f Wilson C e n t r a l H i g h S c h o o l , w i l l b e

t h e gues t s o l o i s t and w i l l p l a y s e v e r a l se lect ions on t h e Oboe.
Sandy graduated "Cum Laude" f r o m I t h a c a C o l l e g e w i t h a B . S . degree in Oboe per formance. She

h a s p l a y e d w i t h t h e N iagara Yo u t h O r c h e s t r a , I t h a c a Wind E n s e m b l e , Binghampton Symphony, and
I t h a c a Opera Association Orhes t ra .

She received h e r M a s t e r ' s D e g r e e i n Music f r o m Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y, and h a s s ince performed
w i t h t h e Bos ton "Pops" and B o s t o n Symphony Orches t ras . She a l s o p layed in residence a t t h e
exc lus ive musical c e n t r e at Tanglewood, M a s s ..* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD REPORTS:

Wanda Bur rows announced t h a t t h e schoolhouse p r o j e c t h a s been delayed by poor w e a t h e r , and
t h a t i t s renovation can n o t be s t a r t e d u n t i l F a r l e y R iggers p l a c e s it on i t s foundation.

C e l e s t e C r a w f o r § repo r ted t h a t t h e Niagara Council o n t h e A r t s p lann ing a t o u r o f t h e
museum on September 1 3 , 1997 as p a r t of a t o u r of homes in t h e Wilson a r e a .

L o r e t t a White and Chr i s S c h u l t z requested u s e of t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g f o r a Senior C l a s s
"Haunted House" money r a i s i n g even t . The c l a s s event is be ing sponsored by the Optimist C lub .
Board approved reques t .

*x * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: When peop le say t h e y " w o n ' t be a m i n u t e " , t h e y a r e u s u a l l y r i g h t .

tT * * * * * * * *
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LOOKING AHEAD:

The Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty Museum w i l l be c l o s e d to v i s i t o r s on Sundays du r i ng t h e
months o f January, February, and March , 1997.

Regu la r program meetings on t h e 3 r d Monday of each month w i l l continue to be h e l d , as w e l l
as t h e . _° meetings o f t h e Board o f D i rec tors on t h e 2nd Wednesday of each month. A l l
meetings convene at 7:30 PM.

There w i l l be no program meetings in J u l y and A u g u s t , 1997, b u t t h e Board of Di rectors w i l l
meet as u s u a l . The museum w i l l a l s o be open in July/August f o r v i s i t o r s . If you have any
ques t ions , p l e a s e c a l l Don Bur rows , Pres iden t . ;

* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG: ;

Ch r i s t i ne Munch Zewin o f Sun C i t y C e n t e r , F l o r i d a , w r i t e s thatHenry and Amelia Munch came
to l i v e on t h e i r summer f a r m on Chestnut Road c a . 1905. The i r cows were dr iven t h e r e f r o m
Tonawanda showing t h a t t h e f a r west w a s n ' t t h e o n l y p l a c e to have c a t t l e d r i v e s .

E rnes t Munch marr ied Evelyn B a r d o l , whos f a t h e r was a Veter inar ian l i v i n g at t h e corner of
I d e and Coomer Roads. They h a d f o u r c h i l d r e n , W i l l i a m , Eleanor, (who d i e d as a t o d l e r ) ,
H e r b e r t "Herb ie" , and Dona ld .

E r n e s t Munch's b r o t h e r , Oscar Munch, mar r i ed V i r a M e a h l , and t h e y h a d two c h i l d r e n , James
and O s c a r , J r .

Lau ra Munch mar r ied J. C o l l i n s of Newfane, and t h e i r ch i l d ren were M a l i n C o l l i n s , and
Amelia " M o l l y " C o l l i n s (S to lzenberg ,)

Wi l l iam Munch, son of Ern ie and E v e l y n res ides in Gibsonton, F l o r i d a and is a member of t h e
Wilson H i s . S o c i e t y. Dona ld Munch, a r e t i r e d S t a t e P o l i c e I n v e s t i g a t o r , l i v e s i n I r v i n g , N Y,
and i s a L i f e Member o f t h e S o c i e t y.

* * * * * * * * * *
AROUND THE MUSEUM:

A f e w new e x c i t i n g changes a r e be ing made in t h e depot/museum under t h e guidance of c u r a t o r ,
Dorothy Maxfie ld .

A b e u t i f u l o l d china cabinet has been donated t o t h e museum b y M r . and M r s . Richard Kramer
of Ransomvi l le , and w i l l be used to h o l d a number of i tems f r o m t h e e s t a t e of t h e l a t e M i l l i e
Croop. The cabinet was b r o u g h t to t h e museum by D a r r e l l Smith and B i l l Loeschke.

According to M r s . K r a m e r, t h e an t ique cab inet was o l d when she purchased it in 1945, and
s e t unused in h e r a t t i c f o r 31 y e a r s .

A Case containing uniforms and trophies of t h e Wilson Volunteer F i r e Company, #1 , has been
moved t o t h e f r o n t room, and a new case, which has been p l a c e d i n t h e Ticket O f fi c e Room, w i l l
ho ld a c o l l e c t i o n o f r a d i o eqipment i n honor o f t h e l a t e John Myers, former President.AD o l l House, b u i l t and furnishedbyt h e l a t e Elwin Upton, w i l l bemoved to the Pat terson
Room, and p l a n s , suggested by Eleanor Myers , a r e underway to i n s t a l l a Victorean type l i v i n g
room at the west end o f t h e Pat te rson Room.

Some of these changes may n o t be completed be fo re Spr ing, b u t in t he meantime, Dorothy
would l i k e t o thank t h e f o l l o w i n g persons f o r he lp ing h e r : D a r r e l l Smi th , B i l l Loeschke,
Randy Ward, "Skip" P e t t i t , Dale Sch l ye r, Ron and Judy Zauner, and Eleanor Myers.* * * * * * * * * *

High School Seniors , sponsoredby t h e Wilson Opt im is t C l u b , p u t on an outstanding "Haunted
House d i s p l a y a t t h e Wilson Museum f r o m O c t . 22ra t h r u O c t . 30 th . H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty members
Were i n v i t e d to t a k e a t e s t r u n t h r u t h e " h o r r o r chambers" on Monday, O c t . 2 l s t , and a l l agreed
t h a t t h e e f f o r t s p u t f o r t h by t h e Sen io r C l a s s were "Horrerendous" .

We b e l i e v e i t i s a h e a l t h y s i g n hav ing t h e younger g e n e r a t i o n making use o f t h e museum
f a c i l i t i e s . Who knows--some day t h e ghos t s and g o b l i n s may b e runn ing t h e p l a c e .

cd * * * w * * * * *

GOOD RESPONSE:
' Dues a r e coming in good, and y o u r membership comm. wishes to thank a l l who a r e responding

e a r l y . H o p e f u l l y, w e can s t a r t 1997 w i t h a l l members p a i d f o r 1997. ;
Prompt payment of dues is encouraging because i t s t h e b e s t ind icator we have t h a t you

S u p p o r t t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Society and Museum.* * * * * * * * * *
ADOPT-A-CAR:

I f y o u would l i k e t o " A d o p t - a - c a r, t a l k t o W a l l y Goodman, Chrm. , Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . o r
Don Croop. There a r e about a dozen and a h a l f l e f t . Adopt ion means y o u ' d be w i l l i n g
to spong o f f or p o l i s h " y o u r " c a r once-in-a-while so it w i l l l o o k n i c e to v i s i t o r s .* * * * * * * * * *
SOME PEOPLE c a n ' t a ffod new c a r s , and t h a t includes a l o t of p e o p l e who a r e d r i v i n g them.
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1°27 MEMBERSHIP A P P L I C AT I O N . . . . . . . . 2 c c c c c c c e a c s 1997
N A M E . . .ccs c c c c c c c e c e c e c e c e e c e c e Phone ( pececeee RENEWAL... . . NEW MEMBER... . .

ADDRESS. . . . . . . 65 - e e e e e e e s weeeeeeeeeP.O .BOX. .e . CITY.. . . . . . . 0 . . w e e e c e e c e s e e e e Z i p e c c c c c e s e

COUPLE $8 .00 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . JR . (under 18) $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . L IFE ( s i n g l e ) $ 1 5 0 . . . . . . . . . .
L IFE (Couple) $250 . . . . . Endowment F u n d . . . . . B u i l d i n g F u n d . . . . . HONORARY (85+) F R E E . . . . .

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ . . . . . . . . . .

P l e a s e make a l l checks payab le to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o ;

ANNE A. FAERY, P. O . BOX 731 WILSON, NEW YORK 14172.
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PHARMACIES IN WILSON:
I n t h e e a r l y 1 8 0 0 ' s , many s e t t l e r s i n t h e Niagara r e g i o n used herbs yrown i n t h e i r own

gardens to coun te rac t i l l n e s s and d isease , b u t as Niagara County developed, d rugs and medi‑
c ines were u s u a l l y furnished by doctors o r . purchased at g e n e r a l s t o r e s .

B e f o r e t h e d r u g s t o r e l i c e n s i n g a c t o f 1904, j u s t about anyone c o u l d c a l l t h e i r business
a d r u g s t o r e - - - a n d many d i d .

A l though t h e h i s t o r y of e a r l y pharmacies in Wi lson is a l i t t l e o b s c u r e , we n o t e t h a t
M.C. B e t t s and h i s D r u g g i s t and Apothecary S t o r e was prominently adver t ised in the A p r i l ,
1880, e d i t i o n o f t h e Wilson " S t a r " .

In 1887, Oscar McChesney was l i s t e d in t h e Niagara County D i rec to ry as a " J e w e l e r , D r u g g i s t ,
and S t a t i o n e r " , b u t o n January 3 , 1895, h e s o l d h i s e n t i r e s t o c k o f medicines and drugs t o
a M r . Norman K e c k .

The l a t e Bea Sa l i sbu ry once r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e "Sa l i sbu ry and Jones" d rugs to re used to
O p e r a t e on t h e n o r t h s i d e of Young S t r e e t a n d , accord ing to h e r , t h e fi r s t "Middleton D r u g ‑
s t o r e " was opened i n 1905 i n t h e o l d Masonic B u i l d i n g .

In 1908, George Middleton and Ronald Singer purchased t h e s to re owned by Bigalow and
Sa l i sbury, and then Clarence Johnson bought o u t S i n g e r ' s i n t e r e s t , and the s to re was operated
by Johnson and Middleton.

In 1969, Middleton's H a l l , a l s o known as the "Skat ing R ink ” , was b u i l t behind the d r u g ‑
s t o r e , and soon became t h e f o c a l p o i n t f o r many of Wilson's socia l gather ings. A c t i v i t i e s
included r o l l e r ska t ing , dances, basketba l l games, v i l l a g e f a i r s , and other types of enter-_
tainment. In the drugs to re i t s e l f , customers cou ld g e t an 8 oz. "coke" f o r fi v e c e n t s , or
an i c e cream sundae f o r t e n cents .

One of the th ree g l a s s colored globes t h a t used to hang in the s t o r e ' s f r o n t window to
i d e n t i f y i t as a d rugs to re , can be seen today as an exh ib i t i n t he Wilson Museum.

George Middleton r a n the d rugs to re u n t i l 1936 when he so ld i t t o h i s son - i n - l aw, Charles
Haner. M r . Haner ope ra ted t h e d r u g s t o r e w i t h h i s w i f e , Edna, who worked as t h e pharmacist.
When M r . Haner d i e d , h i s w i f e cont inued runn ing the business u n t i l 1951.

I t was dur ing t h i s t ime in 1943 t h a t M r . John B ieda , pub l i sher o f t h e Wilson " S t a r " ,
bought t h e cruystore anc re-opened it as t h e "Wi lson Pharmacy".

The Haners movea t h e Middleton D r u g s t o r e a c r o s s t h e r o a d and f o r a y é a r or two t h e r e were
two d rugs to res ope ra t i ng in t h e v i l l a g e .

In 1944, John Bieda s o l d t h e Wilson Pharmacy to Edna H a n e r , and r e -purchased t h e Wilson
" S t a r " . He publ ishea t h e paper u n t i l 1945 when he was called i n t o t h e se rv i ce . He re ta ined
ownership of t h e p a p e r, h o w e v e r, u n t i l 1950.

Ecna Haner moved t h e Midd le ton D r u g s t o r e back to i t o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n and opera ted t h e
business u n t i l 195 i wnen she s o l d it to Gordon MacPherson. M r . MacPherson operated t h e s t o r e
u n t i l 1968 when he s o l d o u t to W i l l i a m Okoniewski.

"Ok ies 's " Pharmacy is s t i l l opera t ing today, and under B i l l ' s percept ive manayement, s t o r e s
were opened in B a r k e r in 1973-74, and Newfane in 1976.

Medical supp l ies and d r u g s were discont inued in t h e B a r k e r s t o r e and ins tead dispensed
at t h e l a r g e r Newfane and Wilson s t o r e s .

The "Ok ie" Pharmacies have adapted w e l l to t h e e v e r changing h i g h t e c h aye we l i v e in
t o d a y. A l l p r e s c r i p t i o n d rugs a r e checked b y computer aga ins t o t h e r d r u y s a p a t i e n t m i g h t
ce taking to insure t h a t noh a r m f u l s i d e e f f e c t s m i g h t o c c u r . A l s o , a description of t h e
d r u g dispensed and any poss ib le reac t i on a patient might have by t a k i n g it is inc luded with.
a l l p r e s c r i p t i o n drugs s o l d .

Pharmacists a t t h e Wi lson s t o r e a r e G a r y M i t t l e f e h l d t , who s t a r t e d i n 1976 and i s
c e l e b r a t i n g h i s 2 0 t h y e a r wi th t h e s t o r e ; a l s o L e e Ve r M e n l o n , S r . B i l l Okoniewski a l s o fi l l s
in p a r t t ime when needed.

O t h e r employees i n c l u d e Joyce R o h r i n g , Sandra H o l d e n , G e r t r u d e S t r e b l e i n , R i t t a Rohr ing ,
Bonnie M i t t l e f e h l d t , and Shawn M i t t l e f e h l d t .* x * * * * * * * *
SPECIAL THANKS:

Anne F a e r y, Membership C h r m . , r e p o r t s t h a t membership renewa ls f o r 1997 a r e coming in good.
W e a l s o w ish t o thank t h e f o l l o w i n g members who inc luded donations t o t h e b u i l d i n g f u n d : Leah
Bigalow; A l f r e d S t e v e n s ; Thelma P a t t e r s o n ; Ernest ine Wa l p p l e ; Blanche Wi lson; E l t o n and June
Kropp ; Ha r r y ané Bern i ce Brown ; George Cru i ckshank ; Mary Marga re t Young; F r a n k Massing; .and
Howard and Dorothy P a r k e r . Endowment Fund: Dana Druckenmil ler and James P. H a r o l d .

* rH * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: L u c k i s t h e i d o l o f t h e i d l e .
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I T ' S CHRISTMAS TIME AGAIN:

There 's no question about i t . Christmas is a wonderful t ime of t h e year, and you can f e e l
t h e excitement as l a u g h t e r , l o v e , generosity, and t h e S p i r i t of Christmas fi l l t h e a i r .

I t ' s a time f o r Caro le rs to j o y f u l l y s i n g t h e i r favor i te Christmas hymns, and h e l p spread
t h e message o f peace, hope , and good w i l l t h roughou t t h e l a n d . I t ' s a l s o t i m e to extend a

" M e r r y Christmas and a Happy New Ye a r to A l l " f r o m Anne F a e r y , Membership C h a i r m a n , and
Don C r o o p , Newsletter E d i t o r. * * * * * * * * * *
ADOPT-A-CAR:

L e t ' s t r y to make it w o r k . So f a r , Francis LandyNolan h a s adopted t h e E l e c t r i c C a r ; Don
Bur rows h a s adopted t h e " C o v e r t " ; Sara B e r r y and Don C r o o p have adopted t h e " M e t z " ;
D a r r e l l and Joshua Smith have decided t o a d o p t "Red" C l a r k ' s recent d o n a t i o n , t h e 1969 Fora
Mustang; and Ann A. F a e r y has adopted t h e 1963 Supercharged "Avanti".

H e r e a r e a number of n i f t y cars and t r u c k s s t i l l yearning to be adopted: t h e 1927
Wolverine Coupe; 1957 L i n c o l n Mark I I ; 1959 Cad i l l ac Conve r t i b l e ; 1967 Pontiac Conve r t i b l e ;
1923 Chevy 1 To n T r u c k ; 1919 Ford T . T . T r u c k ; 1968 Corvair Monza Coupe; 1962 C h r y s l e r 4 d r .
Sedan ; 1962 Va u x h a l l ; 1946 C h r y s l e r Imper ia l L imous ine; and 1969 Vo l v o .

The purpose o f t h e a d o p t - a - c a r l a n i s t o i n s u r e t h a t c a r s adopted w i l l o c c a s i o n a l l y b e
dusted o f f or pol ished so t h e y ' l l make a good appearanceto v i s i t o r s .* * * * * * * * * *
WERE YOU BORN BEFORE 1940? ;

If you w e r e , you can aporeciate how times have changed. Things we t a k e f o r granted tocay
j u s t d i d n ' t e x i s t t h e n - - t h i n y s l i k e T V, p e n i c i l l i n , f r o z e n f o o d s , contact l e n s e s , c red i t caras,
l a z e r b e a m s , b a l l p o i n t pens , pantyhose, d i s h w a s h e r s , d r y e r s , e l ec t r i c b l a n k e t s , and a i r
condi t ioners-- to mention a f e w .

F a s t Fooas were what you a t e b e f o r e L e n t , and yogur t o r guys wear ing ear r i n g s were u n ‑
heard o f . There were a l s o n o Day C a r e C e n t e r s , N u r s i n g Homes, F M Radio, t a p e d e c k s , o r word
processors.

McDona ld ' s , P izza H u t , and i n s t a n t c o f f e e were s t i l l i n t h e f u t u r e , and fi v e and t e n cent
s to res were where you could r e a l l y b u y t h i n g s f o r fi v e and t e n cents . I n f a c t , f o r a n i c k e l ,
you cou ld r i d e o n a s t r e e t c a r , make a phone c a l l , b u y a r o o t b e e r , o r ma i l one fi r s t c l a s s
l e t t e r and two penny postcards. * * *& * * * * * * *
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:

Lo is B a r n u m , Winnie T e r r y , Lois Jennings, and Pauline A lve rs posed f o r a recent photo in
t h e Lockpor t Union Sun & Journal a d v e r t i s i n g t h e E x l e y United Methodist Church Bazaar. The
successfu l event featured Christmas Gecora t ions , c r a f t s , baked goods, cand ies , and a: very
t a s t y chicken or beef on weck luncheon. vo .* * * * * * * * * *
IN FOND MEMORY:

As the year 1996 draws to a c l o s e , wenote t h a t 14Wilson Historical Soc ie ty members passed
away f r o m November, 1995, t o November, 1966. T h e y are s a d l y missed b u t n o t f o r g o t t e n :

Helen French , Joanne W i l t s e , D r . George Badger, Franklin B i c k f o r d , Claude E . Lampman,
L u c i l l e C . K i r c h o f f , Gertrude M a r k s , Lo r i n A l l g e i e r , Winifred F i s c h e r , Frank Fenn ,
Mar ie t ta Goodman, H a z e l S a l i s b u r y, S t e v e Mendes, and Chr is t ine Hutchison.* * * * * * * * * *
DECEMBER MEETING:

Dennis Farmer f r o m O l d F o r t Niagara w i l l be t h e guest speaker at t h e December 16 th meet ing
o f t h e Wi lson H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y. Hew i l l d iscuss t h e War o f 1812 and i t s e f f e c t on Wilson.

O f fi c e r s f o r t h e new year w i l l be e lec ted . Nominees f o r o f fi c e w i l l be presented by A r t
Schnoor as se lec ted by t h e Nominat ing Committee. Nominations w i l l be accepted f r o m t h e fl o o r .

L i g h t refreshments w i l l be served* * * * * * * * * *
DECEMBER MUSEUM.:ATTENDANTS:

Dec. I s t : Open Museum, G a r y, F i t c h . G r e e t e r s , M a r i l y n and Edward A l l g e i e r .
D e c . 8 t h : Open M u s e u m , D a r r e l l Smith. G r e e t e r s , S a l l y and D a r r e l l Smi th.
D e c . 1 5 t h : Open Museum: D o r o t h y Maxfie ld . G r e e t e r s , Do ro thy and Jack Maxfie ld .* * * * * * * * * *

THE "WILSON SKETCHBOOK":
The Wilson Sketchbook m a k e sa n i ce g i f t f o r t h a t "hard to g e t f o r " person--especially at

C h r i s t m a s , s o w e j u s t want t o remind you t h a t i t ' s a v a i l a b l e and w e can m a i l i t anywhere i n
t h e Uni ted S t a t e s .

The p r i c e of t h e "Sketchbook" is $15 p l u s $2 f o r shipping and h a n d l i n g Checks should be
made o u t t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , and f o r f a s t serv ice address requests t o Don C r o o p ,
P O B o x 977 , W i l s o n , N Y 14172. * vr * * * * * * * *

BAKE SALE A SUCCESS:
The e lec t i on day bake sake a t t h e Wilson Town Hall turned ou t g r e a t . What makes i t a l l t h e

more r e m a r k a b l e , t h e r e was n o advance p u b l i c i t y i n t h e N e w s l e t t e r , y e t S a l l y S m i t h , who was
a c t i n g as temporary chrm of t h e Ways & Means Comm., en l i s t ed t h e a i d of seve ra l l i ve-wi re mem‑
b e r s who helped h e r c a l l prospective bpake rs - -and d i d t h e y ever respond.

S a l l y wishes to thank everyone who baked and helped--especially Lo is Barnum who d i d
t h e r e a l l y tough j o b o f p u t t i n g p r i c e s o n t h i n g s . Since w e had o n l y one o u t l e t t h i s year, t h e
h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y d i d w e l l and c leared $184 d o l l a r s .* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

I f you observe people l o n y enough, you w i l l d iscover t h a t t h e s e l f made ones have a good
number of work ing p a r t s . * * * * * * * * * *



December 1996 (Page 3)
| RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Dorothy and t h e L a t e George Linnabery have g i v e n two schoo l desks f o r t h e R a n d a l l Road
Schoolhouse. Desks a r e in memory of George L i n n a b e r y.and: Hazél S a l i s b u r y, who once was a
teacher a t t h e s c h o o l .

C a r o l C . Smith o f S a n b o r n , NY: F o r S c h o o l h o u s e , Baldwin Reader ( 6 t h y r . ) ; E l s o n Grammer
School Reader, books 3 and 4; Pa lmer Method in Handwrit ing,(1926); and b o o k , "More Friends
and Neighbrs" used in Ches tnu t Road D i s t r i c t 7 Schoo lhouse .

V i r g i n i a C l a r k K l a i b e r , W i l l i a m s v i l l e , NY: B r u c e F i t t r o Group pho to ; p h o t o , Wi lson Masons ;
6 pho tos of F i t t r o Home; " S t a r l i g h t " (1916) ; P rog ram f o r 1914 Commencement, I n v i t a t i o n , and
Program; and photo of y roup of f r i e n d s . (Belonged to Dor i s F i t t r o C l a r k . )

Edward A l l g e i e r : The " C r e s t " (1946) ; "The Wise O w l " 9 i ssues ; 1936 Prqgram f o r t h e Dedica‑
t i o n o f t h e New Wilson H igh Schoo l .

J a n e t Spo r l ede r : E i g h t copies of "AmericanHeritage,(1995; "Legacy",(1995); B i b l e D i c t i o n ‑
ary, (1884) ; Photo o f Emergency Car and F i r e Truck , (1933) ; and H a t Band f o r R .R . T i c k e t C l e r k .

Marea A. Kwiatkowski of Louis iana: E x c e l t o n e P l a y e r P i a n o ; p iano s t o o l , 7 p iano stucy b o o k s ,
and 17 p ieces of s h e e t music.

Doro thy M a x fi e l d : B o y ' s C o a t .
E l t o n K r o p p : Two E lec t i on B u t t o n s f o r t h e l a t e S e n . E a r l Brydges.
E l e a n o r H a r r i n g t o n : 1887 E a r l y B i b l e f r o m S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal Church.
Rober t & Dor is Motchenbauyh: Two schoo l desks f o r t h e Schoolhouse renovat ion p r o j e c t .* * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE MAILBAG:
L e s C l a r k o f H a y w a r d , C A , w r i t e s t h a t h e and h i s w i f e , B e t t y , had a c r u i s e o n t h e

f o r m e r P r e s . Frank l in D e l a n o R o o s e v e l t ' s y a c h t , t h e "Potomac" . The d i e s e l powered s h i p , which
was r e s t o r e d by v o l u n t e e r l a b o r , i s 130 f e e t l o n g and 30 f e e t w ide , and can c a r r y 150 passengers .* * * x * * * * * *
MEMBERS HONORED:

Howare and Leona H u n t e r were awarded t h e 4-H D i s t i n g u i s h e d Serv ice Award a t t h e C o r n e l l
Extension Serv ice Awards meeting h e l d in L o c k p o r t r e c e n t l y . In a d d i t i o n to t h e i r 18 y e a r s
working in 4 - H , t h e H u n t e r s have been a c t i v e in t h e Boy S c o u t s ; I , 0 , 0 , F , and Rebeccas; E x l e y
Uni ted Methodist Chu rch ; and t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

Weare pleased to welcome two new j u n i o r members, Katherine and Michael C o r n e l l of Wilson.
& * * * * * * * * *

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Wilson's new Opt imis t C l u b , the Schools' Guidance Departments, and Thomas Marks Elementary

School a r e developing a t u t o r i n g program f o r grades K-8. They a r e look ing f o r a d u l t v o l u n t e e r s
w i th an in te res t in working w i t h students f r o m 2:30-5:30pm. If i n t e r e s t e d , contact Louis
Simard (751-9779) or Chr i s DeLuca (751-6105).* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION/REPORTS:

Don Bur rows , P r e s . , r epo r t ed t h a t t he o l d Randa l l Road Schoolhouse has fi n a l l y been lowered
onto i t s foundation and, if weather permi ts , t h e r o o f w i l l be s h i n g l e by Mike Whites Roofing.

O l l i e C l a r k w i l l check on t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of hav i ng t h e s i d i n g replaced,(where missiny) a l s o
hav ing t h e doors and windows r e p l a c e d b e f o r e w i n t e r s e t s i n .

I n o t h e r a c t i v i t y , L o i s Barnum r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e f r e e z e r and s t o v e f r o m t h e Sou th Wilson
F i r e Company have been purchased, and i t is hoped to have them operab le soon.

The Christmas t r e e was p u t t o g e t h e r b y Micky H u n t e r , and b e a u t i f u l l y decora ted b y C e l e s t e
Crawford. H o p e f u l l y , t h e ou t s i de decorat ions w i l l a l s o be work ing b e f o r e t h e Hol idays.* * * * * * * * * *
DO YOU REMEMBER.....When Constab les " B i l l " and "Hank" L o r t used to w a i t at t h e corner by t h e

t h e o l d We lke r and Brown s t o r e f o r someone to go th rough t h e s t o p s i g ns a t t h e co rne r - -~
then would b low t h e i r wh is t l es and g i v e t h e d r i v e r s a t i c k e t ?* * * * * * * * * *

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
L i f e i s t o o s h o r t t o remember s l i g h t s and i n s u l t s . . . . .t o h o l d grudges t h a t r o b you o f

h a p p i n e s s . . . . .t o waste t ime do ing t h i n g s t h a t a r e o f n o v a l u e .* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL NOTICE:

The a t tached a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m makes i t p o s s i b l e f o r y o u t o renew y o u r membership f o r 1997,
( i f y o u h a v e n ' t a l r e a d y done s o ) . Yo u r coopera t ion is appreciated.* * * * * * * * * *

L E EE E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E T E E E E E E E E E E E E E E L T E E E E EEEETEEPE PEEEEREEEEEPEEEEPEEFEEEEEEFELT PLEEELEFEEE ETE H Hode

1997. c e c e e e e e e e e e e v e e e e s MEMBERSHIP A P P L I C AT I O N . . . . . . . - v e c e e e e s 2 . 1 9 9 7
NAME... c e c e c e c e c e c e e e c t e e e e e e e e Phone( _ ) . .eeeees R E N E W . . . . . . . . . .NEW M E M B E R . . . . . . . . . ‑

ADDRESS... c e c e c e c e c e c e e t c cc ec e e e e e s .+++PO B O X . . . . . -C I T Y . . .eee e e e e e eeeeecceeeZlPecsccees

COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . . JUNIOR $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . . L IFE (s ing le ) $150.00 . . . . . .

L IFE (Couple) $250.00 . . . . . . ENDOWMENT $ . . . . . . BUILDING FUND $ . . . . . . HONORARY......FREE 85+

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ . . . . . . . . . .

P l e a s e make a l l checks payab le to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o :

ANNE A . FAERY, ¥©.0. BOX 735i W i l s o n , N . Y. 14172


