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DECADE OF THE FORTIES:
We've o f t e n wondered why t h e 1940 's were c a l l e d t h e " f a b u l o u s f o r t i e s " - ‐ - t h e y c e r t a i n l y d i d n ' t

s t a r t o u t t h a t way. Europe was a l r e a d y fi g h t i n g World War I I , b u t t h e f u l l impact o f t h a t c o n ‑
fl i c t r e a l l y d i d n ' t e f f e c t us u n t i l D e c . 7, 1941, a f t e r Japan ' s infamous a t t a c k on P e a r l Harbo r.

We r e c a l l how qu i ck l y t h i s changed t h e n o r m a l r o u t i n e of o u r l i v e s . Harrisons s h u t down some
departments to r e t o o l f o r war product ion, and as t h e c o u n t r y geared u p , thousands of men and
women en te red t h e work f o r c e to b u i l d t a n k s , s h i p s , ammunit ion, and a l l k inds of war r e l a t e d
i tems. Thousands more were se lec ted to e n t e r t h e armed f o r c e s and prepare to meet t h e enemy
i n b o t h t h e A t l a n t i c and t h e P a c i fi c .

It was a l s o a t ime when it was discovered t h a t women c o u l d drive t r u c k s , b u s s e s , do plumbing
w o r k , o r c o l l e c t garbage a s w e l l a s men, and b e f o r e l o n g many jobs t h a t had a l w a y s been cons i ‑
dered mens' work were capably b e i n g h e l d by women. S o o n , "Rosie t h e Riveter" was t u r n i n g o u t
fi g h t e r p l a n e s and bombers , and became t h e symbol of m i l l i o n s of women support ing t h e war e f f o r t .

The war t a u g h t Americans t h a t no s a c r i fi c e was t o o g r e a t to support t h e 15 m i l l i o n men and
women who would e v e n t u a l l y en ter t h e m i l i t a r y . We soon became accustomed t o r a t i o n i n g stamps and
a i r r a i d d r i l l s , and even though we d o n ' t r e c a l l any enemy planes ever approaching our sho res ,
b l ack -ou t sand dim-outs became rou t i ne - - j us t i n case.

Many items were in s h o r t s u p p l y, so everyone pi tched in to support rubber d r i v e s , scrap m e t a l
d r i v e s , and war bond d r i v e s , and many women turned in t h e i r stockings to ho ld powder f o r guns.
Old stoves and i r o n o f every k ind were tur red i n , t o h e l p t h e war e f f o r t , and V i c t o r y Gardens
a l l over America, at one t i m e , provided a l m o s t h a l f t h e na t i on ' s food requirements.

And then there was r a t i o n i n g . A n A stamp o n your c a r ' s windshield would a l l o w you t o purchase
3 g a l l o n s o f gas a week, b u t i f you needed more f o r work you might q u a l i f y f o r a B Stamp. Food
stamps k e p t the confused housewife c razy t r y i n g to fi g u r e o u t p o i n t v a l u e s f o r food she wished
to b u y, and we r e c a l l t h a t the system, a l though necessary, used to dr ive l o c a l shopkeepers "up
t h e w a l l " . Everyone d i d t h e i r b e s t to cooperate, h o w e v e r , because t h e need to conserve food and
energy was essen t i a l .

War s e c u r i t y to p r o t e c t loved ones o v e r seas was f o r e m o s t in eve ry ones mind , and everywhere
you looked the re were pos te r s warn ing t h a t "Loose L i p s S ink Sh ips " .

There were hundreds o f mora l -boos t i ng h i t songs, b u t t h e one we l i k e d b e s t was "Praise t h e
L o r d and Pass t h e Ammunition." A l though we may n o t be e n t i r e l y c o r r e c t in o u r f a c t s , we be l ieve
t h e song o r i g i n a t e d when P e a r l Harbor was a t t a c k e d , and a Chaplain aboard one o f t h e bombed ships
t o l d t h e crew he c o u l d n ' t h o l d church services r i g h t t h e n b u t suggested t h e y "Praise t h e L o r d
and P a s s t h e Ammunition."

Perhaps t h e fi r s t t ime we remember k i d s be ing r e f e r r e d to as teen agers was d u r i n g t h e w a r.
They were t o o young t o e n t e r t h e armed f o r c e s , b u t r e p l a c e d o l d e r boys who d i d a s soda j e r k s ,
e t c . , w h i l e teen age g i r l s d i d t h e i r p a r t a s baby s i t t e r s f o r work ing parents o n n i g h t s h i f t s .
Those " t e e n a g e r s " a r e 6 5 o r 7 0 years o l d t o d a y, and p r o b a b l y l o o k b a c k f o n d l y o n t h o s e " t e e n
h o p s " , "S lumber p a r t i e s " , d a n c e s , and s k a t i n g r i n k p a r t i e s - - t o say n o t h i n g o f t h e "Zoo t Su i t s "

There was hope t h a t l i f e would r e t u r n t o n o r m a l a f t e r "D" D a y, June 6 , 1944, b u t t h e war
raged on n e a r l y a year u n t i l May, 1945, when Germany surrendered. P r e s . Rooseve l t d ied b e f o r e
t h e war ended, b u t h i g s u c c e s s o r , P r e s . H a r r y T r u m a n , ended t h e war i n t h e P a c i fi c a f e w months
l a t e r when t h e atom bomb was dropped o n Nagasaki. Some questioned t h e p r e s i d e n t ' s decision t o
use t h e bomb, b u t o t h e r s conceeded t h a t m i i l i o n s of Americans would have l o s t t h e i r l i v e s if
Japan had been invaded.

L i f e was n o t t h e same a f t e r t h e w a r . There were h o u s i n g s h o r t a g e s , and c a r s and o t h e r major
i tems n o t b u i l t d u r i n g t h e w a r , were i n s h o r t s u p p l y . A s t h i n g s p icked u p , s p o r t s , which had
been in a s lump d u r i n g t h e w a r , rega ined prominence, and in 1947 Jackie Robinson became t h e
fi r s t b l a c k man t o p l a y i n t h e major l e a g u e s w i t h t h e B r o o k l y n Dodgers. I n f o o t b a l l , O t t o Graham
became one of t h e outs tanding quarterbacks in t h e All-America F o o t b a l l C o n f e r e n c e , and thousands
were a b l e t o watch him o n T V a s t h e new media " t o y " fi l l e d more and more homes. ,

As new cars began appearing in a u t o showrooms again, two new models made t h e i r appearance, t h e
Kaiser and t h e F r a z e r , b u t i t was p r o b a b l y t h e demand f o r b o t h housing and c a r s t h a t caused a
r e a l c h ange i n America's l i f e s t y l e . D e v e l o p e r s began b u i l d i n g t r a c t s o f houses around l a r g e r
c i t i e s , and young c o u p l e s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s moyed i n t o them c r e a t i n g what w e know today a s
"suburban l i v i n g ” .

W e l l , l ook ing b a c k , perhaps t h e y were t h e "Fabulous F o r t i e s . "* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT:

In t h e good o l d days, U n c l e Sam l i v é d w i t h i n h i s income---and wi thout most of ou rs .
* * * * * * * * * *‑



January 1992 (page 2)
THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR:

" O u r l i v e s a r e what we make them. So what a r e we go ing to make of t h e remaining y e a r s l e f t
to us? S h a l l they be f r e i g h t e d w i t h b i t te rness and wrong-doing, or s h a l l they be b r i g h t and
c h e e r f u l and f u l l of j o y and sunshine?

" L e t us be courageous and h o p e f u l ; L e t us be v a l i a n t f o r t h e c o n fl i c t s and t r i a l s t o d a y,
and r e a c h o u t w i t h r e s o l u t e and expec tan t hands f o r t h e crowning blessings y e t t o come. L e t us
dea l w i t h our f e l l o w man by t h e Golden R u l e ; w r i t e no th ing in o u r ledgers o r cash books t h a t
would shame us if blazoned on t h e s k y ; and in t h e pathway in which we s h a l l t r e a d , l e t us w a l k
humb ly, h o n e s t l y, c h e e r f u l l y , and h o p e f u l l y .

"Then s h a l l we a l l en joy t h e coming New Ye a r . " (W i l son " S t a r " , December 29 , 1898.)
* * * * * * * * * *

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO:
Wi th t h e New Ye a r about to s t a r t , we decided to see what developments were t a k i n g p l a c e in

Wi lson 's Business Community back in 1892. According to t h e Wilson " S t a r " , however, t h e r e d i d n ' t
appear to be t o o many.

I t was Februa ry, 1892, when Jesse B igg ins decided to open up a blacksmith shop on Maple
S t r e e t , and about e i g h t months l a t e r h e moved i n t o t h e v i l l a g e and s e t u p shop o n Wilcox S t r e e t .
A l s o d u r i n g t h a t mon th , Hutchinson and Wa lke r c l o s e d o u t t h e i r grocery business because Walker
decided to move o u t west .

A l i t t l e l a t e r , Smith and Moore bough t t h e b u i l d i n g o n John N e l s o n ' sp l a c e which had been
used as a p a i n t shop, and moved i t n e x t to t h e i r b lacksmi th shop f o r use as a l i v e r y s t a b l e .

I n M a r c h , 1892, Chet C l a r k and h i s b r o t h e r moved t o Wilson t o operate t h e l i v e r y s t a b l e
occupied by A r t h u r B e r g e r , and D r . J . 0 . Moore decided to r e n t t h e B a r g e r B u i l d i n g on Main S t r e e t
t o open u p a n o f fi c e t h e r e .

L y n f o r d D . LeVan, Pos tmas te r, had 400 new c a l l boxes and 21 l o c k boxes ins ta l l ed in the
p o s t o f fi c e , which was robbed dur ing t h e summer. H e and M r . McChesney went t o New Yo r k C i t y
t o t a k e a l o o k a t t h r e e suspec ts who w e r e , u n f o r t u n a t e l y f o r them, i d e n t i fi e d a s hav ing been
i n Wilson t h e day b e f o r e t h e r o b b e r y. The r o b b e r y, which n e t t e d t h e b u r g l a r s $150 i n stamps
and money, occured on June 30, 1892.

On October 6, 1892, Andrew Bendt purchased t h e bakery and confectionary business on Main
S t r e e t t h a t had been owned by George Hutchings, and D r . Moore decided to move h i s q u a r t e r s i n t o
t h e f o r m e r o f fi c e of t h e l a t e Reuben Wi lson, a l s o on Main S t r e e t .

Near t h e y e a r ' s end, Benjamin S u t h e r l a n d , who purchased t h e Tower f a r m , decided t o fi x u p
the o l d saw m i l l on Young St reet and, as f a r as we can determine, t ha t p r e t t y much sums up the
y e a r ' s business a c t i v i t y in the v i l l a g e in 1892.

* * * * * * * * * *
ADVOCACY JOURNALISM:

Jim C o r n e l l , J r . , sent us a r e p o r t t h a t he edited r e c e n t l y on "Advocacy Journalism” f o l l o w ‑
i n g a technical session o f t h e American A s s o c i a t i o nO f Science a t Cambridge, MA, The fi n e
r e p o r t r e v e a l s a lesser-known side of journa l ism t h a t stresses t h e Opinions of advocates of en‑
vironmental be l i e f s on topics such as the Ozonéd Layer ; destruction of t r o p i c a l rainforests;
p o l l u t i o n of the oceans; o i l s p i l l s ; and the disappearance of animal and p l a n t l i f e which is so
essential to the very existence of t h e p l a n e t on which we l i v e .

The interest ing 56 page r e p o r t has been turned over to the museum l i b r a r y so others may read
i t and l e a r n more about t h e important wo rk be ing done b y j o u r n a l i s t i c r e p o r t e r s interested i n
environmental issues.

J im, t h e son of James and Elizabeth C o r n e l l of Wi lson, g radua ted f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l School
i n 1956, and h e and h i s w i f e , C a r o l e , now r e s i d e i n Bos ton Mass.

* % * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Wa l t e r V. H a r r i s o f Lockpo r t , has g i ven t h e Wilson Museum a copy o f h i s genea logy o f t h e
l o c a l W i l l a r d Harmon Har r i s fam i l y of Ransonwville, a n d , a f t e r l ook ing it o v e r , we believe it to
be one of t h e more interest ing genealogies acquired by t h e soc ie t y.

Completed in O c t o b e r, 1991, M r . H a r r i s h a s compiled a work t h a t n o t o n l y t races t h e fami ly
t r e e of Wi l l a rd Harmon H a r r i s (1861-1923), b u t a l s o includes a f o l k s y h i s t o r y of t h e l i f e and
t imes of t h e Ha r r i s f a m i l y documented w i t h f a m i l y n o t e s , p i c t u r e s , newspaper C l i pp ings , e t c .

W e fi n d t h a t t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f many p e r s o n a l aspec t s o f a n a r e a ' s l o c a l h i s t o r y may o f t e n
b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e g e n e a l o g i c a l w o r k p e r f o r m e d b y dedicated researchers such a s Wa l t e r H a r r i s .

* * * * * * * * * *
Kath leen and Wil l iam Coppings, Ransomville: a 1935 r e e l - t y p e lawnmower t h a t was o r i g i n a l l y

p u r c h a s e d b y H a r r y Shaw, f a t h e r o f K a t h l e e n Shaw Coppings.
Robert F a r l e y , Newfane: Photos and Newspaper c l i p p i n g s . One pho to shows h i s g r e a t g r a n d ‑

m o t h e r ' s house o n Main S t r e e t i n Wilson.
Rober t Sal isbury, S. Lake Tahoe, Cal i forn ia : Updated copy of t h e Sal isbury genea logy.
Ka th leen Vo e k l e , Water fo rd , Michigan: Photo o f B y r o n B. Barber ' s discharge papers f r om t h e

C i v i l Wa r. A l s o , genea logy char ts of t h e Armstrong/Barber f a m i l i e s .
M r s . Sidney (Donna) P e t t i t : Woman's Pos ta l Uniform worn by h e r dur ing t h e 30 years t h a t

uniforms were requ i red b y t h e Pos ta l Serv ice. A l s o z i p code s i g n f r o m burned o u t p o s t o f fi c e .
* * * * * * * * * *

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER:
Anne F a e r y, Membership Chrm., wishes to remind a l l members.who pa id dues to A p r i l , 1 9 9 1 , t h a t

t h e y were c a r r i e d on t h e r o l l s u n t i l Decembe 3 1 , 1991. These memberships a r e renewable f o r one
yea r on January 1, 1992. ;

I f y o u r dues a r e p a i d t o A p r i l 1992, t h i s n o t i c e does n o t a p p l y t o you .
* * * * * * * * * *

SOUNDINGS:
A s m a l l town is a Dlace where y o u d o n ' t have to go anywhere to g e t away from it a l l .

* * * * * * * * * *
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VILLAGE GETS FACE L I F T:
Anyone d r i v i n g t h r o u g h t h e v i l l a g e o n Young S t r e e t today c a n ' t h e l p b u t n o t i c e t h e Wilson

F i r e Company's new h a l l which was recons t ruc ted . I t t o o k abou t a year t o remodel t h e 15,200
square f o o t s t r u c t u r e which now conta ins a new r e c r e a t i o n h a l l , t r a i n i n g h a l l , and space f o r
t r u c k s , ambu lance , and o t h e r equipment.

When seen b y some o f Wi lson 's " o l d t i m e r s " , t h e b e a u t i f u l new f a c i l i t y m igh t s t i r u p some
memories of t h e 2 0 ' s and 3 0 ' s when t h e b l o c k had a f a r d i f f e r e n t appearance. In those days
t h e space between t h e bank and fi r e h a l l contained a bow l i ng a l l e y , b a k e r y, two s m a l l homes,
and t h e l a r g e H e l e n Knowles home.

On September 1 7 , 1923, t h e Wi lson V o l u n t e e r F i r e C o . was organized w i t h E r n e s t H o r t o n , P r e s . ,
and C h a r l e s C r a w f o r d , F i r e C h i e f . O n A u g u s t 2 2 , 1924, t h e fi r e company 's b y - l a w s were adopted
and t h e fi r s t o f fi c e r s e l e c t e d were A . E . H o r t o n , P r e s . , B i l l L a s h n e r, V i c e - P r e s . , H a r r y B i g ‑
g i n s , F i r e C h i e f , F r a n k L a s h n e r , A s s ' t . F i r e C h i e f , C l a r e Coe , T r e a s . , andH.W. Smi th , S e c ' y .

The fi r s t meetings were h e l d in var ious p l a c e s such as o v e r H o r t o n ' s Hardware, B i g g i n ' s
Blacksmith Shop, and t h e fo rmer G.A.R. b u i l d i n g n e x t to t h e Wilson House.

On March 1 4 , 1925, the F i r e Company bought i t s fi r s t t r u c k , a LaFrance Pumper which is
s t i l l maintained to the present day. Residents a l l know t h e o l d t r u c k by t h e name "Old B e t s y " ,
and t h e l a t e B i l l S h e f fl e r was one o f i t s fi r s t d r i v e r s .

A fi r e h a l l t o house the t r u c k was b u i l t .east o f H o r t o n ' s Hardware and, i n 1926 t h e He len
Knowles house was given to t h e fi r e company g i v i n g it room f o r future:expansion.

Mary Swann A l i g e i e r of F l o r i d a , daughtexs of Frank Swann r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e bowling a l l e y was
nex t to the bank and the bakery was r i g h t next doo r. West of the bakery was Emma Wilson's
sma l l house and nex t to h e r t h e l a r g e white house belonging to He len Knowles.

It was ca. 1922 when Frank Swann purchased the fo rmer bowl ing a l l e y , and opened up a bakey
in i t n e x t to h i s o l d one. The former bakery was taken o v e r by Jim Assel t ine who made i t i n t o
a b u t c h e r shop.

E a r l Swann, F r a n k ' s nephew, h e l p e d i n s t a l l t h e b a k e ovens i n t h e new b a k e r y, and benches
t h a t were used f o r kneading b r e a d , were made f r o m t h e o l d bow l ing a l l e y fl o o r because t h e
wood was so h a r d and smooth.

The bake ry d i d a t h r i v i n g business u n t i l 1940 a n d , a t one t i m e , had t e n t r u c k s d e l i v e r i n g
baked goods as f a r as Lyndonv i l l e i n t h e e a s t , Youngs town in t h e w e s t , and L o c k p o r t t o t h e
sou th . Some o f t h e d r i v e r s inc luded E a r l S w a n n , H a r r y Swann , E lmer Swann, G e o r g e E a t o n , and
Ra lph P i g g i n s .

F red S t i ckney, t h e b a k e r , s t a r t e d up operat ions at 11PM, and d r i v e r s p icked up t h e i r t r u c k s
at 5 AM, b u t b e f o r e heading o u t on t h e i r r o u t e s , t h e b read had to be s l i c e d and wrapped. O f t e n
it wou ld be anywhere between s i x and nine in t h e evening b e f o r e a l l t r u c k s wou ld r e t u r n .

The Swann Bake ry was s o l d to C l a y t o n Tucker c a . 1940, and he continued to r u n it u n t i l 1960.
Today, a p a r k i n g l o t and expansive new fi r e h a l l occupy t h e space where t h r e e homes and
s e v e r a l f o r m e r business establ ishments e x i s t e d s e v e r a l decades ago .

* * * * * * * * * *x

MEMBERSHIP ROLL:
E v e r y o n e shou ld have rece ived a membership l i s t by t h i s t i m e , and i t wou ld be appreciated

i f you would n o t i f y Chr is Kelman to make cor rec t ions .
L i f e Members and H o n o r a r y members o f t h e s o c i e t y a r e n o t requ i red t o pay a n n u a l d u e s , s o

i f you a r e 8 5 o r o l d e r and h a v e been a member o f t h e s o c i e t y f o r a t l e a s t one y e a r , i t wou ld
be to y o u r advantage to t e l l Ch r i s sho s h e c a n g i v e y o u y o u r b l u e h o n o r a r y membership c a r d .

W e w o u l d a l s o l i k e t o remind y o u aga in t h a t i f y o u move o r change y o u r a d d r e s s , b e s u r e t o
n o t i f y us so t h a t y o u r m a i l i n g p l a t e c a n be changed. The P o s t O f fi c e w i l l n o t f o r w a r d 3 r d
c l a s s m a i l .

* * * * * * *x * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

E l i z a b e t h Kay o f Dunnedin, F L , w r o t e t h a t h e r b r o t h e r , John C a b l e , shared h i s n e w s l e t t e r
w i t h h e r , and she was d e l i g h t e d t o read abou t Bessie Crawfo rd . She s a i d t h a t she l i v e d o n
t h e " I s l a n d " n e x t t o Grace Cohen f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s n o t t o o f a r f r o m Bessie. Having been a n
i s l a n d r e s i d e n t , w e t h i n k she w i l l en joy t h e two cop ies o f "The S t o r y o f Sunse t I s l a n d " which
she asked us to m a i l to h e r . * x * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: Educat ion r e p l a c e s c o c k s u r e ignorance w i t h t h o u g h t f u l uncertainty.
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SINGER COINCIDENCE: .

Tom S i n g e r ' s d a u g h t e r, M i c h e l e , h a s been d o i n g some r e s e a r c h a t t h e Nat iona l Archives i n
Washin g t o n where she made some i n t e r e s t i n g discoveries about h e r great~great-grandfather,
Thomas M. S inge r. .

H e r a n c e s t o r s e r v e d dur ing t h e C i v i l War w i t h B a t t e r y M , l s t New Yo r k L i g h t A r t i l l e r y ,
and s h o r t l y a f t e r go ing i n t o a c t i o n was confined to t h e Georgetown H o s p i t a l in Washington
w i t h t h e m e a s l e s .

He was n o t f u l l y recovered when he was r e l e a s e d and h i s u n i t assigned to Genera l Bank ' s
army at t h e s t a r t of t h e Shenandoah Campaign. Exposure to t h e elements t o o k i t s t o l l , and
h e g o t a bad c o l d and c o n t r a c t e d t y p h o i d f e v e r which p u t h im back i n t h e h o s p i t a l .

By s t range coincidence, Michele and h e r f a m i l y now l i v e w i th in a m i l e of t h a t v e r y same
h o s p i t a l . What makes t h e s t o r y even more su rp r i s i ng i s t h e f a c t t h a t h e r C i v i l War ances to r ' s
g r e a t - g r e a t grandaughter, C l a i r e S i n g e r, was h o s p i t a l i z e d t h e r e in 1978; and in 1987, h i s
g r e a t - g r e a t - g r e a t grandson, Samuel Thomas S c o t t was b o r n i n t h e Georgetown h o s p i t a l .

A pens ion r e l a t e d a f fi d a v i t i n t h e Archives shows t h a t a f t e r h i s l a s t r e l e a s e f r om t h e
h o s p i t a l , Thomas was r e t u r n e d t o h i s command and n x t appears a t Sandy H o o k , Mary land . O n
O c t o b e r 23 , 1862, h e rece ived h i s d i s a b i l i t y discharge a t A lbany, New Yo r k .

Thomas S inger was b o r n in B u f f a l o in 1839, and a f t e r h i s discharge f r o m t h e serv ice he
mar r ied Amy S t a a t s . They acquired a l a r g e f a r m on Chestnut Road, S o u t h Wilson, in 1864. In
s p i t e o f h i s impaired h e a l t h , h e became a s u c c e s s f u l f a r m e r , and t h e y r a i s e d a s o n , Roland
R . S i n g e r , who l a t e r became Supe rv i so r o f t h e Town o f Wilson.

R o l a n d ' s g randson , Thomas kK. S i n g e r, g radua ted f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l School i n 1950. He and
h i s w i f e , Jacquel ine, now r e s i d e in Washington, and b o t h a r e L i f e Members of t h e Wilson H i s ‑
t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. Tom's s o n , Mark A . S inge r, a l s o i s a L i f e Member, and i s p r e s e n t l y s e r v i n g
a s a Peace Corps Vo l u n t e e r i n Z i n d e r, N i g e r , West A f r i c a .

Tom's mo the r, G race S i n g e r, is an Honorary Member of t h e Wilson S o c i e t y.
* * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
Freda Lederhouse, 72 , a member of t h e soc ie t y s ince 1984, d ied January 9, 1991 at I n t e r ‑

Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane.
She i s survived b y h e r husband, Howard, o f Wi lson; a d a u g h t e r, M r s . Gary (L inda) Harrod o f

Wilson; a s tep-son , Bruce Lederhouse o f C h a r l o t t e , NC; a l s o 2 g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 4 s t e p - g r a n d ‑
ch i l d ren ; and a g r e a t g randson .

Serv ices were h e l d a t t h e Hamilton & C l a r k F u n e r a l Chapel in Wilson w i t h R e v. Jacob Denny
o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was a t N o r t h Ridge Cemetery.

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBER:

Please welcome our l a t e s t new members: Mrs . L i l l i a n Lauer of Wilson, and M r . and Mrs .
Gordon S t r a b l o w, a l s o o f Wilson.

x * * * * * * * * ke
» * . <NEW LIFE MEMBERS:

Jud i th Ann Barnum o f B a r k e r , a member o f the: society since 1985, has jo ined the L i f e Mem‑
bership Class o f the Wilson His tor ica l Soc ie ty. Judy, who l i v e s in B a r k e r , i s t h e daughter o f
Frederic Cross and Sh i r ley (Woodside) Barnum, and was born December 13, 1949 at Lockpor t , NY.
She is a l s o the grandaughter of the l a t e Frederic and Maude Barnum.

She graduated f rom Barker C e n t r a l School in 1967, and in 1969 received an Associate of A r t s
Degree a t P a u l Smith. In 1971 she was g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e S t a t e Un ive rs i t y C o l l e g e a t B r o c k ‑
p o r t w i t h a major in h i s t o r y and elementary educat ion.

She has been a teache r at t h e M i l f o r d H. P r a t t Elementary School in B a r k e r f o r 19 y e a r s ,
and enjoys e v e r y t h i n g p e r t a i n i n g t o l o c a l h i s t o r y .

She is a member o f F a i t h Un i ted Methodist Church in B a r k e r ; t h e American Federa t ion of
Teachers , and t h e B a r k e r Teachers Union; a l s o t h e Town o f Somerset H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y.

* * * * * * * * * *
Gordon and V i r g i n i a S t rab low were r e c e n t l y g i v e n L i f e Memberships in t h e Wilson Histor ical

Society b y t h e i r c h i l d r e n , Mar tha L e v e l , LaVerne and L i z S t r a b l o w, L u c i l l e and Vince Zarbo ,
M a r g a r e t and Jacob Sapierzynski , and Linda and P a u l Wziertek.

Gordon is t h e son of Edward and Maria (Wiepert) S t r a b l o w, and was b o r n June 1, 1922 on t h e i r
Maple Road home in t h e town of Wilson.

V i r g i n i a (Hi l lman) S t rab low is t h e daughter of Clarence Hil lman and I r e n e (Honick) Hi l lman,
and was b o r n A p r i l 30 , 1927 at t h e F a l l s Memorial Medical C e n t e r.

The Strablows b o t h a t tended t h e Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , and a r e members of S t . Peters Lutheran
Church at N o r t h Ridge.

* * * * * * * * * *
FEBRUARY MEETING PROGRAM:

B i l l P i l s , who o p e r a t e s an automotive P a r t s & Supp l y business in L o c k p o r t , w i l l be t h e
g u e s t s p e a k e r a t t h e February 1 8 t h meeting o f t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty. B i l l ' s s u b j e c t
w i l l be " O l d Time Movies and t h e H i s t o r y of Movies."

L i g h t refreshments w i l l be se rved a f t e r t h e meeting by Emma Schrader, Chrm. , June Kropp,
and M a r g a r e t Moye r. C o f f e e and t e a a r e furn ished by t h e s o c i e t y.

* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE "SUN":

Nathan G r o f f , son of Pam and Ray G r o f f of Wilson, h a s been named student of t h e month at
Wilson Jun io r High School .

Nathan is on t h e h i g h Honor R o l l ; p l a y s drums in t h e school band; p l a y s " B " team basketbal l ;
and is on t h e g o l f and t r a c k teams. He is a l s o a j u n i o r member o f t h e Wilson His tor ica l Soc ie ty,
and p l a n s to t a k e up a career in b io logy.

* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: There's no th ing l i k e 20 below to make y o u a p p r e c i a t e 20 above.

* * * * * * * * * *
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LIBRARY FUND GROWING:

So many Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty members have con t r i bu ted to t h e L i b r a r y B u i l d i n g Fund
t h a t w e f e e l y o u would l i k e t o b e kept u p t o d a t e o n t h e p r o g r e s s o f t h e f u n d .

There i s c u r r e n t l y some concern t h a t because o f t h e S t a t e ' s budge t woes, t h e two
g r a n t s which Sen. John D a l y and Assemblyman Joeseph P i l l i t t e r e a r e work ing f o r may have been
p u t i n jeopardy, h o w e v e r, t h e L i b r a r y Board i s h o p e f u l t h a t t h e y w i l l b e s u c c e s s f u l i n o b ‑
t a i n i n g t h e $58,000 g r a n t s promised. The importance of t h e g r a n t s cannot be underestimated
because t h e y a r e included in t h e $220,000 con t r i bu t ions and pledges t h a t have been made to d a t e .

A r e c e n t e d i t o r i a l i n t h e L o c k p o r t Union Sun & J o u r n a l s t r essed t h e f a c t t h a t t h e success
o f t h e d r i v e so f a r has been "espec ia l l y impressive" because t h e Wilson L i b r a r y, as a " f r e e "
l i b r a r y , can n o t fund p r o j e c t s l i k e t h i s th rough a bond issue a s can p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s such
a s L o c k p o r t o r Lewiston. I n a d d i t i o n , t h e outs tanding f u n d - r a i s i n g e f f o r t b y Wilson's p e o p l e
has been c i t e d by t h e E a s t e r n Niagara Chamber of Commerce.

Accord ing t o "Peg" F r i t t o n , b o a r d p r e s i d e n t , t h e t r u s t e e s continue t o b e encouraged b y t h e
gene ros i t y o f n o t o n l y W i l son ' s res i den t s and summer v i s i t o r s , b u t a l s o by t h e hundreds o f
pe rsons a l l o ve r t he coun t r y w i t h t i e s to t h i s area--many o f whom have con t r i bu ted more than
once . N o w, confiden t t h a t t h e fi n a l g o a l w i l l be reached , t h e boa rd has d i r ec ted
a r c h i t e c t David Guisiana o f Lewis ton t o p r e p a r e s p e c i fi c a t i o n s f o r b i d w i t h t h e hope t h a t
c o n s t r u c t i o n c a n b e s t a r t e d i n t h e s p r i n g when weather p e r m i t s .

A c o n c e r t e d e f f o r t b y a l l "F r iends o f t h e L i b r a r y " c o u l d p u t t h i s p r o j e c t “ o v e r t h e t o p " ,
so if you h a v e n ' t made a donat ion to d a t e , or would l i k e to donate again,please send y o u r
con t r i bu t i ons d i r e c t l y to t h e l i b r a r y , 265 Young S t r e e t , W i l son , NY 14172.* * * * * * * * * *
OVERSIGHT:

Because o f a mix-up i n r e c o r d - k e e p i n g t h i s p a s t y e a r caused b y t h e l o s s o f t h r e e t r u s t e e s
and sw i t ch ing of t h r e e o f fi c e r s f r o m one p o s i t i o n to a n o t h e r , W a l l y Goodman was inadvertent ly
omit ted a s a t r u s t e e f r o m t h e l i s t o f o f fi c e r s p u t i n l a s t month 's n e w s l e t t e r . Wa l l y was
appointed to r e p l a c e N e t t i e Stimson In J u l y , 1989 when s h e t o o k t h e Vice-President p o s i t i o n .
Our s incere apo log ies , W a l l y . * * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

P f e i f f e r s has o f f e r e d to l e a s e t h e i r p r o p e r t y n o r t h o f t h e r a i l r o a d r i gh t -o f -way to t h e
s o c i e t y f o r $1.G0 a year and p r o o f of insurance. Mot ion approved to have t h e P lann ing Board
submit a de ta i l ed p l a n o f t h e p a r c e l ' s s i z e ; how i t c o u l d be used on F a i r Day; a l s o what w o r k
w i l l b e needed t o make i t u s e a b l e .

Emma L o u Reppentine s t a r t e d r e t y p i n g "Wilson Sketchbook" in January, and i t is hoped to have
i t avai lable by Memorial Day.

Caro le Schnoor repor ted t h a t 61.00 was real ized f r o m t h e Christmas meeting r a f fl e .
E d A l l g e i e r reported t h a t work was t o b e resumed o n t h e F i t t r o Shop t h e t h i r d week i n

J a n u a r y.
Dan K ing , Finance Chrm. , said t h a t budget ‘ figures w i l l be ready f o r the February meeting o f

t h e Board which w i l l meet on February 1 3 t h ,* * * * * * * * * k
"ONE FOR THE BIRDS":

With every o n e ' s a t ten t ion focused on t h e G u l f War, we almost f o r g o t another Memorial Day
Fa i r is f a s t approaching. B e t t y Stimson reminded u s , however, when she announced t h a t a new
" B i r d Q u i l t " has been completed, so w e ' d l i k e to remind a l l o u r f a i r chairmen t h a t we o n l y
have 4 s h o r t months to g e t r e a d y. * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

R o b e r t S a l i s b u r y o f C a l i f o r n i ahas s e n t t h e museum a 1 3genera t ion c h a r t o f t h e Sal isbury
f a m i l y d a t i n g f r o m 1622 t o 1990.

P a t and S i s i e L e s t e r o f Ransomv i l l e ; R o b e r t s B r o s . F l o u r Bag f r o m B a t a v i a , NY; a l s o two
Newfane R o l l e r M i l l s F l o u r Bags ( F r e d C o l l i n s and S o n ) . F a i r c o n d i t i o n and c o l o r f u l .

E l e a n o r S c h m i t t , Niagara F a l l s : Framed pho to o f H i l l s /Myers Family ( c a . 1909)
Barbara F a r w e l l : P o s t a l D a t i n g Stamp.* * * * * * * * * *

COPIES OF BY-LAWS:
Any o f fi c e r o r Chairman who has n o t rece ived a copy o f t h e by- laws may do so by con tac t ing

Don B u r r o w s , Vice-President .
* * * * * * * * *k *

COMMITTEES ORGANIZED:
E l l s w o r t h M c K e l v e y,Caboose C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t h i s w i f e , E l i z a b e t h , w i l l s e r v e a s

h i s vice-chairman. E l l s w o r t h was named caboose chrm. a f t e r t h e d e a t h of B u r t Jennings.
B i l l F r i t t o n , Chrm. of t h e P l a n n i n g B o a r d , says t h a t h i s committee is organized and t h a t

Norm. MacAski l l w i l l be h i s Vice-Chairman. Othe r members of t h e g r o u p w i l l be Al Wa i t e ,
Dan K i n g , F l o y d C l a r k , Ha ro ld M o s h e r , and Doro thy Maxfield.

The reason committees shou ld have a vice-chairman is so t h a t in t h e even t of i l l n e s s or
i n c a p a c i t a t i o n :a exper ienced p e r s o n w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e t o t a k e o v e r t h e d u t i e s o f t h e chairman.* * * * * * * * * *
INTERESTING PROGRAM:

A t t h e January meet ing, Richard Zink o f F o u r Seasons T r a v e l i n L o c k p o r t , gave a v e r y i n t e r ‑
e s t i n g t a l k and s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n o n t h e customs o f t h e Amish l i v i n g i n Penn. and New Yo r k .

Should anyone be in te res ted , a one day t o u r o f "Windmil l Marke t " and " B u l l y H i l l Winery"
is p l a n n e d f o r S a t . , May 11 t h f r o m 8:00 to 6:00PM. F o r information c a l l 434-2887.

Del ic ious homemade cookies, c o f f e e , and t e a , were s e r v e d a f t e r t h e meeting by Emma Schrade r,
Pam G r o f f , and Marguer i te G e i s e r.

* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: Keeping a b i r d f e e d e r f u l l is a g r e a t way to be en te r ta ined f o r chicken f e e d .* = = * * «x * * * *
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REUBEN F. WILSON:
W e rece ived copies o f some i n t e r e s t i n g o l d l e t t e r s t h a t were sen t t o H e l e n Heckes o f O y s t e r ‑

v i l l e , Washington. He len is a f o r m e r s c h o o l teacher and a grandaughter of Reuben S. Wi l son ,
t h e son of Reuben F. Wilson.

The l e t t e r s were w r i t t e n t o H e l e n b y h e r a u n t F a n n y, a s is te r o f h e r g r a n d f a t h e r, and w e
have s l o w l y been t r y i n g t o p i c k o u t some o f t h e more i n t e r e s t i n g no ta t ions .

I n o r d e r t o show t h e Wilson f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s h i p a l i t t l e more c l e a r l y w e w i l l submit some
dates t a k e n f r o m t h e 1860 and 1880 census of Wilson.

1860: Reuben F. Wi l son , 38 , b o r n in New Yo r k
H e t t y (Pease) W i l s o n , 3 8 , b o r n in New Yo r k . (1821-1875)

E l l a G. Wi l son , 11 , b o r n in New Yo r k
H a r r i e t Adel ia W i l s o n , 6 , b o r n i n New Yo r k
Reuben S. Wi l son , 4 , b o r n in New York
S t a n l e y Wi l son , 3 , b o r n i n New Yo r k
Fanny Wi l son , 2 , b o r n in New Yo r k

1880: Reuben F. Wi l son , 58 , b o r n in New Yo r k
Eunice Wi lson, 38, bo rn in Ohio

R . S t a n l e y Wi lson, 23, b o r n i n New York
Fanny Wi l son , 21, bo rn in New Yo r k . (1858-1929)

When t h e ship-bui ld ing i n d u s t r y s t a r t e d in Wilson in 1846, the fi r s t schooner was b u i l t
b y Lu the r Wi l son , who named the sh ip a f t e r h i s . - fi r s * s o n , Reuben F. Wilson. The s a i l i n g
vessel had a car ry ing capacity o f 63 tons and p l i e d t h e waters between Oswego and Wilson.

I n t h e l e t t e r s w r i t t en t o Helen Heckes b y Fanny Wilson, she noted t h a t h e r f a t h e r , Reuben
F. W i l son , was a member o f the s t a t e l eg i s l a t u re when h e r s i s t e r , Ade l i a , was a baby. Since
Adelia was 6 years o l d i n 1860, he r f a t h e r must have served i n t h e l e g i s l a t u r e c a . 1855.

Mention i s a l s o made o f the Wilson p o r t r a i t t h a t once hung i n t h e f o y e r o f t h e Wilson House.
Helen acquired the paint ing f rom Fanny, and r e c e n t l y sent a photo of it to t h i s w r i t e r . In
d e s c r i b i n g t h e p a i n t i n g , Fanny w r o t e :

" I t i s in p r e t t y good shape, and h a s been much admired as i t hung in t h e " C l u b House" - ‑
t h e o l d Wilson House. I t was painted in 1854, t h e y e a r your aunt Adel ia was b o r n . "

Fanny Wilson a l s o made severa l o t h e r statements which we though t to be e x t r e m e l y i n t e r ‑
e s t i n g :

"When you (Helen Heckes) were s i x , your grandfa ther b r o u g h t you to Wilson f o r a v i s i t .
I t h i n k you must have seen your g r a n d f a t h e r ' s home a s w e were i n v i t e d t h e r e t o d i n n e r.

" M r s . Usher P a r s o n s , who then owned t h e h o u s e , was a s i s t e r t o m y s i s t e r E l l a ' s husband,
and y e s , t h e house was b u i l t o f r e d b r i c k and t h e road o r s t r e e t went p a s t i t . M y f a t h e r ,
Reuben F. W i l s o n , d i d n o t b u i l d t h e b r i c k h o u s e , b u t I l i v e d t h e r e when I was b o r n .

“The house f a t h e r b u i l t and where he went to housekeeping in 1845 was c o b b l e s t o n e , and it
s t i l l s tands in Wi lson a l t h o u g h years ago i t was conver ted i n t o a C lub House."

Fanny W i l s o n , who was b o r n i n 1868 and d i e d i n 1929, r a i s e s some i n t e r e s t i n g questions
if t h e statements in h e r l e t t e r s a r e a c c u r a t e , and i t ' s v e r y l i k e l y t h a t t h e y a r e .

I n modern t imes t h e house a t t h e corner o f Lake and Yo u n g has g e n e r a l l y been r e f e r r e d t o
a s t h e L u t h e r Wilson home. W e know t h e r e had t o b e a c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween f a t h e r and
s o n s ince L u t h e r named h i s fi r s t s h i p a f t e r h im. We a l s o know t h a t b o t h L u t h e r and h i s
s o n l i v e d i n t h e h o u s e , and w e a l s o know t h a t i n 1890 t h e doub le f u n e r a l f o r L u t h e r W i l s o n , 9 2 ,
and h i s s o n , Reuben F. W i l son , 6 8 , was h e l d in t h i s h i s t o r i c o l d Wilson landmark.* * * * * * * * * *
HISTORIC NOTE:

A n i n t e r e s t i n g no ta t i on i n a n - e d i t i o n o f t h e o l d Wi lson " S t a r " s t a t e s t h a t C l a y P a r s o n s ,
who was b o r n i n Wilson i n 1873, was t h e son o f S y l v e s t o r P a r s o n s and Donna W i l s o n , daughter o f
L u t h e r Wi lson.

M r . Pa rsons founded t h e Parson 's D r u g Company, and f o r many years managed t h e once-famous
Merchan t ' s Garg l ing O i l Company. He was a l s o a t r u s t e e o f t h e o l d Farmers and Mechanics
Savings Bank i n Lockpo r t . * * * * * * * * * *
OLD-FASHIONED WINTER:

An i t em in H a z e l T h i l k ' s scrapbook dated Feb. 1 6 , 1893, no ted t h a t a l l n o r t h and sou th roads
needed shove l ing to make them passab le , and t h e Wilson S t a g e was unable to g e t to E a s t Wilson
and L o c k p o r t on Tuesday because of t h e blocked highways.* * * * * * * * * x
BON MOT: L i f e i s s h o r t . . . . . E a t d e s s e r t fi r s t .
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PROMINENT SON:
H e n r y D o n n e r, who was b o r n i n Wilson i n 1902, g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wilson High School i n 1921,

and f o u r y e a r s l a t e r received h i s B . S . i n e l e c t r i c a l eng ineer ing a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Michigan.
At t h i s t i m e , he prohab ly had no i n k l i n g t h a t someday he would become a noted astronomer.

I n h i s sen io r y e a r h e t o o k t h r e e astronomy courses and became s o in tense ly i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e
s u b j e c t , he was i n v i t e d by W. J . Hussey, head of t h e ast ronomy depar tment , to p u r s u e h i s stud ies
fi r t h e r on a research e x p e d i t i o n to t h e sou thern hemisphere.
From 1927 to 1933, M r . Donner discovered more t h a n 1 , 1 0 0 double s t a r s w h i l e at t h e Un ive rs i t y
of Mich igan 's Lamont-Hussey Observatory in South A f r i c a . Double s t a r s a r e two s t a r s t h j a t r e ‑
v o l v e around a common c e n t e r o f g r a v i t y .

He made two extended journeys to S o u t h A f r i c a to do s tudy in r e s e a r c h and g e o l o g y, and on
b o t h t r i p s drove t h e e n t i r e l e n g t h o f A f r i c a . O n t h e second t r i p , h e and h i s w i f e , F l o r e n c e ,
t r a v e l e d 9 ,000 miles i n a w e l l - s u p p l i e d s t a t i o n wagon; o f t e n nav iga t i ng b y compass and encoun‑
t e r i n g poisoness snakes , p o l l u t e d d r i n k i n g w a t e r , fl o o d s , e lephan ts , and a new v o l c a n o t h a t
b l a s t e d them w i t h steam. Some o f t h e a r t i f a c t s g a t h e r e d o n these t r i p s were t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e
Wilson Museum a c o u p l e years ago .

H e r e t u r n e d t o t h e United S t a t e s i n 1933 and t o o k advanced c o u r s e s i n t h e fi e l d o f g e o l o g y,
and received h i s doc tora te i n t h a t science a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Michigan i n 1936. T h a t same
y e a r he j o i n e d t h e f a c u l t y of Case-Western Reserve U n i v e r s i t y a n d , by t h e mid f o r t i e s , had b e ‑
come a f u l l p r o f e s s o r of b o t h astronomy and g e o l o g y departments. He r e t i r e d in 1968.

H e n r y n e v e r l o s t i n t e r e s t i n h i s o l d home t o w n , and one way h e k e p t i n t o u c h was b y read ing
t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty N e w s l e t t e r . I n 1984, h e and E d Whitcop de l ivered t h e Donner Loom
t o the museum. The l o o m , b u i l t f r o m a l a r g e s i n g l e l o g b y h i s g r a n d f a t h e r , was used b y h i s
f a m i l y at t h e i r Daniels Road f a r m in 1899 when young Henry was growing u p .

H e n r y, 8 8 , d ied at t h e Lake County H o s p i t a l in Wi l loughby, Oh io , on J a n . 1 , 1991. He was a
member of t h e Winderemere Uni ted Methodist Church and a l s o l i s t e d in "Who's Who in America."
He l e f t a w i f e , F l o r e n c e Mudge Donner ; a s i s t e r , M r s . Edward (Minn ie) Whitcop of N. Tonawanda;
and a s i s t e r - i n - l a w, I r e n e Donner o f Jamestown.

He was r e t u r n e d to h i s boyhood home f o r b u r i a l and was i n t e r r e d at N o r t h Ridge Cemetery,
Cambria, w i t h t h e R e v. Donald F o l e y o f E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church , Wilson, o f fi c i a t i n g .

* * * * * * * * * *
WE PROUDLY SALUTE:

The f o l l o w i n g Wilson area men and women have v o l u n t e e r e d t h e i r serv ices i n o p e r a t i o n D e s e r t
S to rm: LCPL Davis R . C h r i s t y ; SPTC-4 Pau l ine L i l l e y ; SSGT Rober t McGraw; Danie l W. Brown;
SPC Mary Anne Zastrow; SPC Cary A. Devo le ; S c o t t Benson; TSG Stephen P. Zurenda, J r . ; SM-SN
Matthew Evans; SRA Randy S. Cur ry ; AIC A l l e n Lederhouse, J r . ; HN Brian Myers; SPC Car r ie Craig;
SGT Mary (SKLAR) Zayac; SWCN C l i f f o r d H o l l a n d ; SGT Timothy I n g a l s b e ; SPEC-4 Michael A . Schafer ;
Ma rga re t Kopchick; Jonathan Den t ; James E. Gamble; H.M. B e a t t y ; LCPL D a r y l E. Aus t in ; SGT.
Tracy Douglas; L T. Gregg Blanchard; USN,SPC Randy Cra ig ; LT Mark C u r r a n ; CAPT Charles Salvo;
MSGT R u s s e l l Kropp; SGT Ronnie Hi l lman; and PFC J e f f e r s Eshekman. May they a l l r e t u r n s a f e l y .* * * * * * * * * *.MARCH PROGRAM:

Our g u e s t s p e a k e ro n March 18th w i l l b e M r . Howard Colby who w i l l g i ve a t a l k o n t h e Er i e
Canal .

Emma Schrader, Chrm., announced t h a t Judy Zauner and Chr i s t i ne Kelman w i l l be refreshments
hostesses f o r t h e evening.

* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD MEETING:

The n e x t meeting of t h e Board of Di rectors w i l l be h e l d at t h e Wilson Museum, March 1 3 t h ,
a t 7 :30 PM.

k * * * * * * * * *

ACCEPTS NEW POSITION:
Members o f t h e Niagara County H is to r i ca l Society were so r ry to l e a r n t h a t Miss Lorena

Garmezy, C u r a t o r of t h e Lockpo r t Museum, has accepted a new p o s i t i o n w i t h t h e M a r g a r e t Wood‑
bu ry S t r o n g Museum in Rochester, N Y.

* * * * * * * * * id

IN MEMORIAM:
Barbara Wi lson, 6 6 , a n a t i v e o f Wi lson, d ied February 11 , 1991, a t B u f f a l o G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l .

She was t h e daughter of I d a Southcomb Wilson of Medina, a n d t h e l a t e W a l t e r T. Wilson of Wi lson,
and was a c o u n s e l o r i n t h e Batavia schoo l s y s t e and member o f t h e S t a t e Ret i red Teachers Assoc.

Serv ices were h e l d at t h e Hamilton & C l a r l F u n e r a l Chapel in Wi l son , and b u r i a l was in
Greenwood Cemetery.

* * * * * * * * * *
DUES ANNOUNCEMENT:

A dues a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m i s be ing included a t t h e bot tom o f page 3 o f t h i s n e w s l e t t e r . P l e a s e
use t h i s f o r m and include it w i t h y o u r check when y o u m a i l or g i v e i t to C h r i s Ke lman , Member‑
sh ip Chairman. It would be h e l p f u l i f you wou ld fi l l in a l l information r e q u e s t e d . C h r i s ' s
address is Harbor T r a i l e r P a r k , Wi lson, NY 14172.

x * * * * * * * * *
ENJOYABLE EVENING:

AS one member p u t i t , "I never laughed so h a r d in a l o n g time"--and she had good reason.
B i l l P i l s o f L o c k p o r t brought some o f h i s o l d time movie comedies t o t h e February meeting which
were mace even funn ie r by B i l l ' s accompanying remarks du r i ng t h e i r showing.

O f even g r e a t e r h i s t o r i c in teres t were a r e e l o f scenes f r o m t h e e a r l y 1900's showing o l d
cars, wearing a p p a r e l , and newsworthy even ts of t h a t p e r i o d . Of exceptional i n te res t were a
s e r i e s o f scenes taken of t h e o l d Lockpor t area of t h e e a r l y 1930's.

* * * ** * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

With s m a l l chi ldren at t h e dinner t a b l e , vou g e t used to whining and d i n i n g .

" -t
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» FAIR PLANS UNDER WAY:

The l s t meeting of t h e f a i r committee was h e l d at t h e home of L o i s Barnum on Feb. 6 t h , and
p l a n s were discussed f o r t h e 1991 Memorial Day F a i r .

D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smi th , c o - c h r m . , we re g l a d t o s e e abou ta dozen o f l a s t y e a r ' s chairmen
i n a t t e n d a n c e , and s a i d t h a t t h e y wou ld l i k e t o g e t a s many o f o u r j u n i o r members involved a s
poss ib le . The suggest ion was a l s o made to have a p a t r i o t i c theme t h i s y e a r in h o n o r of t h e |
men and women se rv i ng i n t h e armed f o r c e s overseas i n ope ra t i on D e s e r t S to rm.

B e t t y Stimson showed t h e b e a u t i f u l new " B i r d Q u i l t " t h a t w i l l b e awarded t o someone p a r t i - |
c i p a t i n g in t h e donation r a f fl e . Add i t i ona l p r i z e s to be awarded w i l l inc lude an a f g h a n ; |
Pennsylvania Dutch Wa l l Hanging; S c a r e Crow D o l l ; and a D o l l Qu i l t . Two s o c i e t y cookbooks
w i l l a l s o be g i v e n as consolat ion p r i z e s .

Qu i l t t i c k e t s a r e be ing s e n t t o a l l o u r members i n t h i s n e w s l e t t e r , and B e t t y hopes t h a t
everyone w i l l h e l p support t h i s v e r y important p a r t of t h e f a i r e f f o r t . T i c ke t s t u b s and
donat ions may be r e t u r n e d to B e t t y at 58 Harbor S t r e e t , W i l s o n , N Y. , 14172. |

D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith a r e t h e youngest c o u p l e to under take chairmanship of t h e a n n u a l f a i r .|
They know i t w i l l be no easy t a s k , b u t t hey a r e coun t i ng on t h e suppor t o f a l l f o r m e r chairmen
to b r i n g y e t ano ther annua l f a i r to a s u c c e s s f u l conc lus ion .

Since t h e income der ived f r o m t h e f a i r cove rs t h e s o c i e t y ' s a n n u a l opera t ing expenses, t h e y
f e e l i t is e s s e n t i a l to make as much money as p o s s i b l e and keep a l l non-essent ia l @xpeditures
to a minimum. * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS: :

A r t h u r Schnoor r e c e n t l y donated some i n t e r e s t i n g i tems incLuding |a 1912 Program o f a Men ' s
Social h e l d in t h e M.E. Church a t ‘War ren ' s C o r n e r s on F e b r u a r y2 , 1912. . .

Other : items included World War II Rat ion Books ; Newspaper a r t i c l e about .Case House; 1865
New Yo r k Heral¢e a r t i c l e r e p o r t i n g t h e death of Abraham Lince ln ;1955 Couier Express i t e m d e s ‑
c r i b i n g a To u r of Warrens C o r n e r s ; and 1887 autograph book t h a t be longed to Grace C a r l t o n .

Two Photos of S t a n l e y G i l e s , and L e t t e r o f Commendation to h im f r o m Expedi t ionary Force
Headcuarters in 1919; a l s o 1974 C e r t i fi c a t e of Recogni t ion to Seva G i l e s B u r n s f r o m E x l e y
Methodist Church ; a l s o Nat iona l Railway H i s t o r i c a l S o c . Ca lenda r o f Photos o f T r a i n s , 1988;
anc a 1966 B u f f a l o Evening News A r t i c l e f e a t u r i n g W i l l i a m Donner a t t h e Donner Loom.* * * * * * * * * *
BOOKLET POSTAGE:

When combining b o o k l e t s t o g e t h e r , m a i l i n g c o s t s a r e s l i g h t l y l o w e r , so if you o r d e r a n y.
From now o n , p lease fi g u r e 50¢ per book le t . Thank you.* * * * * * * * * *

BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:
EdAilgeier reported t h a t t h e e a s t end c e i l i n g of t h e F i t t r o Shop has been c leaned , and h i s

committee is moving items from the shop to the Fritton Barn f o r s to rage .
Motion was approved to ask town to proceed with leases f o r B a s i l ' s ra i l r oad r i gh t -o f -way

and P f c i f f e r ' s land n o r t h o f the former railroad. Gary F i t c h o f fe red use o f h i s l i f t t r u c k t o
he lp c l e a r p rope r t y, and B i l l F r i t t o n said t h a t town is w i l l i n g to l e v e l o f f d i r t l e f t when
ditches were cleaned o u t . Don Bur rows , Gary F i t c h , and B i l l F r i t t o n w i l l decide what to do
w i th l and to make it useable f o r F a i r Day.

Caro le Schnoor, T r e a s . , repor ted t h a t income to da te has been $19,086.65 and expenses f o r
same p e r i o d were $14,868.57.

C l a r k St imson, co-chrm. of t h e Argue B u i l d i n g recuested permission to buy 1990 Cra f t sman
a i r compressor f o r use w i t h ant ique c a r s . Motion approved to make purchase.

P r e s . Myers appointed Don Croop to c a l l a meeting of t h e V e t e r a n ' s Memorial Comm. to make
some necessary decisions on t h e p r o j e c t . O t h e r members of t h e committee inc lude O l l i e C l a r k ,
John Demmin, and Neva and Harold Benedict .* * * * * * * * * *
FATR COMMITTEE MEETING:

D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smi th , cO-ch rm. , have c a l l e d f o r t h e n e x t meeting o f t h e F a i r Comm. to be
h e l d at t h e D e p o t , Thursday evening, March 7 t h , at 7 :30 PM. P l e a s e t r y to a t t e n d .

* * * * * * * * * bd

FINAL THOUGHT:
The Federa l Income Ta x was introduced a s a temporary m e a s u r e . . . . .o n Feb rua ry 25 , 1913.

* * * * * * *& * * *
FEFEEEELEEEEE EEE L E A E L E F E EEE ELEFEELAF E L E P L E T E E E E E EE E T EEE E E ETEEPE EEEEEE Pt b b b b b b bb b b b

w o e e eo ow a n e s eles ©w e s e t a e s e e p isis +o ole e e se e 916 D e t a c h and R e t u r n . . . . c c c c cc e c e e e e r e e e e r as e r e w e e c e e a n e e

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION PLEASE CHECK N E W. . . . . RENEWAL.....
NAME. wcce c e c e rc c e e eee m c e e e w e e e e e n c e eew e r n t e e e e e e ee s s e s c e e e s PHONE ( J)ves e w d sieeve e e e w n e e s a v e s

"ADDRESS... e e e e c e n c eees bene c e c e c a cence c e e c e c e e e c e e c e e e s

C I T Y, STATE, ZIP «+;0 2 0 2 cice e's eitieh eels 6 S e e e e e eeS E R S C a s e es

COUPLE (please check) $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . JUNIOR MEMBERS

SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . Name... c e c e c e c e c e c e c e c e c e c e e e e e e A g e . . . . .

JUNTORS (under 18) each $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . 11 A g e . . . . .

|.IFE MEMBERS each $150.00. . . . . NaM@is o s a n sov e s a e e e e u es m s s n e w e e s e 3ueA g e . . . . .
HONORARY (85 & Over) F R E E . . . . . NaM@.. c c c e c c e e e e e e w ee e e r e n e e e e A g e . . . . .

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ e . ee w e s

Make a l l checks payab le to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY: P l e a s e r e t u r n t o :

CHRISTINE KELMAN, Harbor Mobile P a r k , W i l son , NY 14172
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CHICKEN ON SUNDAY:
When t h e o l d Hub H o t e l burned down in Wilson in 1980, we d i d a l i t t l e checking i n t o i t s

h i s t o r y and discovered t h a t t h e once - fam i l i a r landmark had i t s beginning in t h e e a r l y 1900's.
B u t t h e one t h i n g t h a t a lways seemed to "pop u p " when ment ion ing t h e "Hub" were t h e r e c o l l e c t ‑
ions of some o l d t imers about t h e chicken and b i s c u i t d inners t h a t used to be served there
on Sundays.

The "Hub" had i t s beginn ing a f t e r t h e disast rous fi r e on June 9, 1901, when most of t h e
business establishments on t h e n o r t h s ide of Young S t r e e t were consumed by fi r e . The o n l y
s t o r e t o escape t h e flames was M i l o Vosburg 's Genera l S t o r e t h a t s tood where S h e f fl e r ' s i s
today. A l s o saved was Cuddeback & Cooper ' s Furni ture s t o r e wh ich , at t h a t t i m e , was located
o n t h e second fl o o r o f Vo s b u r g ' s .

The fi r e was discovered at 11:30 PM. by Freeman Emerson whos gas l i g h t fl i c k e r e d o u t whi le
h e was shaving a man i n h i s b a r b e r shop. The fi r e spread q u i c k l y, and soon t h e e n t i r e b l o c k .
was engu l fed in flames.

The scope of the fi r e may be well- imagined when even t h e Methodist parsonage and ad jo in ing
b a r n s , a b lock away, caught fi r e . However, t h e many persons fi g h t i n g the flames managed to
n o t o n l y save t h e parsonage b u t the Sutherland H o t e l as w e l l .

I t was about t h i s time t h a t Hubert F e r r i n , .a.barber f r om S pr i ngfie ld , N Y, came to Wilson
and acquired t h e Emerson p r o p e r t y. H e s t a r t e d u p a barber shop and b i l l i a r d p a r l o r a t t h e
location--even using l e t t e r s f r o m t h e fo rmer Emerson B u i l d i n g s i g n to s p e l l o u t t h e F e r r i n
name over h i s new shop. Rows of shaving mugs were l i n e d up a l o n g the f r o n t of t he shop while
p o o l t a b l e s i n the back were a na t t r a c t i o nt o a l l t h e "young blades” i n town.

The Suther land H o t e l , saved in t h e b i g fi r e , was a p o p u l a r p l a c e f o r salesmen and v i s i t o r s
t o s tay and g e t mea ls , b u t when i t burned down i n 1913 i t i s said t h a t the h o t e l ' s former
p a t r o n s used to go to "Hub 's" barbershop and complain t h a t t h e r e was no p l a c e to e a t in town.

H u b ' s w i f e , I d a , decided t o t a k e advantage o f t h e s i t u a t i o n , and s t a r t e d making u p l i g h t
lunches f o r t h e v i s i t o r s , and when business prospered, Hub decided t o open u p a r e s t a u r a n t .
He h i r e d h i s good f r i e n d , B i l l Mudge, to e n l a r g e t h e premises by adding on a d i n i n g room,
k i t c h e n , and t h i r d fl o o r f o r l i v i n g q u a r t e r s .

The new Hub H o t e l soon became a p o p u l a r p l a c e t o e a t , and t h e r e must b e some around who
remember I d a ' s S p e c i a l t y, chicken and b i s c u i t which was served o n Sundays. I t i s s a i d t h a t
p e o p l e f r o m a l l a round t h e a r e a t h o u g h t n o t h i n g o f l i n i n g u p i n t h e s t r e e t t o g e t a t a s t e o f
h e r famous dinners.

The Fer r i ns ' daughters, t h e l a t e Ve r a Pease and Almi ra Burch used to wa i t on t a b l e s , and
o t h e r waitresses included t h e l a t e Mar ie Reynolds, J e a n Wilson K r e s s , and P h y l i s Chapman Hageman.

In more recen t years , t h e Hub was r u n by A l e x and Cecel ia Andras ik , and cont inued i t s
repu ta t ion as a good p l a c e to e a t . F o r a number o f years i t was t h e s i t e f o r t h e d inner meetings
o f t h e Wilson L ions C lub and t h e Womens Business and Pro fess iona l C lub o f Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

E s t h e r Myers h a s donated a number of v i n tage undergarments i n c l u d i n g 4 " n i g h t i e s " and window
v e i l t h a t belonged to h e r g randmo the r, ap ron , hank ies , no tebooks , and 4 Christmas ca rds ; A l s o
a n o t e g i ven to E a r l Ca r r i gan f o r h i s g radua t i on in 1911 , and a 1919 Yearbook. A l s o a Vacuum
t h a t once be longed to Minnie S c h o a l .

A r t h u r Schnoor: Man 's Stovepipe H a t .
C a r o l e Schnoor: Thomas M a r k s Ye a r B o o k , 1989-90.
Kenneth Branch: Tuscarora Beach and G o l f C l u b Score C a r d .
Jean Argue : L e a t h e r Medical P i l l Case w i t h B o t t l e s .
V i l l a g e of Wilson: Addressograph U n i t w i t h desk and s t e n c i l s .* * * * * * * * * *

MUSEUM REOPENS IN APRIL:
The Wilson Museum, which has been c l o s e d d u r i n g J a n u a r y , F e b r u a r y, and M a r c h , w i l l reopen t o

v i s i t o r s in A p r i l w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g members in at tendance:
A p r i l 7 t h , Fenton and Bessie C o l e ; A p r i l 1 4 t h , Edgar and E l l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l ; A p r i l 2 1 s t ,

John and Jane Demmin; and A p r i l 2 8 t h , Dan and Judy K i n g . H o u r s a r e Sunday, 2 to 4 PM.* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT:

The b e s t g i f t s a r e t i e d w i t h h e a r t s t r i n g s .
* * * * * * * * * *
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EIGHTY YEAR LANDMARK:

When Thomas Marks purchased l a n d f r o m A r t h u r Pease in 1910, one of t h e b e s t known nurseries
in t h e Wilson area was establ ished-~the Marks Nurse ry on E a s t Lake Road.

Thomas g o t i n t o t h e nursery work when he was a young boy in Canada, and was a b l e to save
enough money to graduate f r o m t h e Hamilton Business C o l l e g e .

One t ime , whi le o n a v i s i t t o To r o n t o , h e met H a r r i e t F r a n c i s , and they were l a t e r married
at S t . M a r k ' s Church , Niagara-on-the-Lake. They t h e n moved to R o c h e s t e r , N Y, where he worked
for t h e E l l w a n g e r and B a r r y N u r s e r y u n t i l 1905. The n e x t fi v e years h e worked f o r t h e Wi l l iam
Smith N u r s e r y at G e n e v a , N Y, where he improved h i s knowledge of t h e n u r s e r y business.

When h e moved t o Wilson i n 1910, h e s t a r t e d u p h i s own n u r s e r y and a l s o e r e c t e d a l a r g e
house and b a r n o n t h e p r o p e r t y. The f a m i l y moved i n t o t h e i r new home i n 1914, and Thomas n o t
o n l y establ ished a s u c c e s s f u l bus i ness , b u t a l s o became prominent in c i v i c a f f a i r s .

D u r i n g h i s l i f e t i m e he became a s t r o n g advocate f o r b e t t e r education in Wi l son , and h e l d t h e
p o s i t i o n of s c h o o l board president f o r 21 years. In o t h e r community endeavors, he served as
P r e s . of t h e Wilsonian C l u b ; P r e s . of t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y ; and t r e a s u r e r of S t . John 's
Episcopai Church of Wilson.

He was p a s t master of t h e Masonic O n t a r i o Lodge, and Grand Steward of t h e Grand Lodge of
New Yo r k S t a t e . H e was a l s o a c t i v e i n many a g r i c u l t u r a l p u r s u i t s i n c l u d i n g t h e Fa rmers Comm.
t h a t s t a r t e d t h e Niagara Fron t ie r Farmers Co-Op M a r k e t a t Ba i ley & C l i n t o n A v e . , B u f f a l o .

One o f t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f h i s ca reer was when h e was awarded t h e M a s t e r Farmers Gold Medal
b y Gov. F rank l i n D . R o o s e v e l t , b u t perhaps t h e g r e a t e s t d i s t i n c t i o n g i v e n h im was when t h e new
e l e m e n t a r y schoo l i n Wilson was named t h e Thomas M a r k s S c h o o l i n h i s h o n o r .

H i s s o n , Edward M a r k s , was b o r n in Roches te r in 1903, b u t g rew up in Wilson and gradua ted
f r o m Wilson High Schoo l i n 1921. H e cont inued h i s educat ion a t C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y and t h e
K e l l y Business Schoo l in N o r t h Tonawanda.

Ed and h i s w i f e , G e r t r u d e , opera ted t h e n u r s e r y u n t i l t h e i r r e c e n t ret irement when t h e i r
son, Thomas E. M a r k s , t o o k o v e r management of t h e business.

The Marks have been members o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty s ince 1982, and i n 1988 they
donated a l a r g e framed p i c t u r e of t h e Thomas Marks School w i t h an i n s e r t of Thomas Marks in i t .
I n 1990, they a l s o gave t h e museum a 100 year o l d buggy t h a t once belonged to E d ' s g rand fa the r,
Thomas A . Marks o f F o n t h i l i , Canada.

Ed and Gert rude a r e members of S t . Andrews Episcopal Church on Wilson-Burt Road, and in
February, 1991, they celebrated t h e i r 6 0 t h wedding anniversary t o g e t h e r .

* * * x * *x * * *
LIBRARY UP-DATE:

Despite e f f o r t s b y s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s , Sen. John Da ley and Assemblyman Joseph P i l l i t t e r e , a
$58,000 g r a n t promised f o r t h e L i b r a r y ' s expansion fund has been reduced to $33,000. Cons ider ing
the s t a t e ' s financ ia l woes, i t cou ld have been worse, and the l i b r a r y board i s g r a t e f u l f o r
the l e g i s l a t o r s persistance i n t h e l i b r a r y ' s b e h a l f .

Two t h i r d s o f t h e l i b r a r y ' s g o a l has been reached , b u t i n view o f t h e g r a n t r e d u c t i o n , much
work w i l l be needed to make up t h e di fference.

H is to r i ca l Society members should be pleased to know t h a t over one h a l f o f our members have
supported the d r i ve to d a t e , w i t h contr ibut ions coming in f rom a l l over the coun t ry w i th some
members g iv ing two, th ree , and even f o u r t imes. The fund d r i v e became in te rna t iona l r e c e n t l y
when Marc S i n g e r, grandson o f G r a c e S i n g e r, s e n t i n a c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m N i g e r, West A f r i c a .
M a r c , a L i f e Member, is fl u e n t in F r e n c h , and is teach ing Eng l i sh in a French-speaking c o u n t r y
w i t h an Arabic popu la t ion .

Consider ing t h e "se t -back " in g r a n t f u n d s , i t is more and more essen t ia l t h a t l o c a l o rgan i ‑
za t i ons l e n d t h e i r suppor t t o t h e d r i v e . W e n o t e t h a t t h e Lake Shore Mothers C l u b r e c e n t l y
sponsored a Fashion Show at t h e Wilson House I n n f o r t h e b e n e fi t of t h e l i b r a r y w i t h a comm.
made u p o f Pa t r i c i a S e e f e l d t , C h r m . , S h i r l e y E v a n s , J a n Z ipp , P a t E v a n s , An i t a P e a r c e , E l izabeth
S c h e a r e r , and Diane Z a b e l .

As o t h e r community-minded groups l i k e t h e Mothers C l u b l e n d t h e i r s u p p o r t , we w i l l t r y to
mention them to you. * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Wi th o v e r 700 members on o u r membership r o l l , many of whom l i v e outs ide Niagara County and
New Yo r k S t a t e , i t i s n ' t a lways p o s s i b l e t o know when someone passes away u n l e s s w e a r e n o t i fi e d .

We now wish to ex tend t h e s o c i e t y ' s condolences to t h e f a m i l i e s of loved-ones who d i e d du r i ng
t h e p a s t year : D r . Edwin G a t e s of Niagara F a l l s , a L i f e Member; Ve r a C o r n e l l of Lewiston;
J e a n H a l e y of Tonawanda, and D o n a l d G. Nash of W i l s o n , f o r m e r o p e r a t o r of t h e Wi lson House .

Frederick Oldenburg, a l though n o t a member of t h e s o c i e t y, d ied in Feb rua ry, 1991, at C l i f t o n ,
N . J . “ F r i t z gave some woodcarvings and p a i n t i n g to t h e museum r e c e n t l y , and h i s s i s t e r , Verna
B a r n u m , l i v e s i n L o c k p o r t . * * * * * * * * * *
QUILT DRAWING:

B e t t y Stimson r e p o r t s t h a t q u i l t t i c k e t s a r e coming in good showing t h a t t h e q u i l t p r o j e c t
cont inues t o b e one o f t h e F a i r ' s mos t s u c c e s s f u l u n d e r t a k i n g s . I f one r e c a l l s t h e b e a u t i f u l
hand-made q u i l t s and o t h e r items t h a t were awarded in p a s t y e a r s , it is easy to see why.

Amazingly enough, t h e response f r o m in te res ted w o r k e r s h a s been s o , g r e a t t h i s y e a r, we a l ‑
ready have a hand-made t a b l e c l o t h a n d d o l l q u i l t ready f o r t h e 1992 F a i r . How about t h a t ?

P lease m a i l your q u i l t t i c k e t s t u b s and donations to B e t t y St imson, Box 162, Wi lson, N Y, 14172.
I f p o s s i b l e , would you p l e a s e r e t u r n y o u r q u i l t t i c k e t s t o B e t t y even though you d o n ' t care t o
make a donation at t h i s t ime. You may a l s o send them to C h r i s Kelman w i t h your r e n e w a l dues.* * * * & * * * * *
APRIL BOARD MEETING w i l l be he ld at t h e museum, Wednesday evening, A p r i l 1 0 t h at 7:30PM.

x * * * & * * * * * ,
SOUNDINGS: Dic you ever no t ice how t i r e d you can g e t by j u s t s tand ing s t i l l ?

* * * * * * * * * *
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SPECIAL FAIR ATTRACTION:

Roger Mawhiney w i l l have a n i n t e r e s t i n g d isp lay o f fly- ‐wheel engines a t t h e Memorial Day
F a i r , and a spec ia l a t t r a c t i o n w i l l b e h i s one c y l i n d e r , 1 5 t o n d iese l engine. The m o t o r,
came f r o m t h e o l d Wilson Cold S t o r a g e P l a n t , h a s two-2 and t h r e e q u a r t e r t o n fl y wheels.

The engine requi res a compressor and 225 punds of a i r pressure to s t a r t i t , and was origi-~
n a l l y used to r u n t h e ammonia compressor at t h e s to rage p l a n t f r o m 1933 to 1965. The o l d r e l i c
is a l l pa in ted up and mounted on a t r u c k frame a n d , accord ing to R o g e r, w i l l be a s i g h t to see
whether it is running or n o t .

A meet ing of t h e Fa i r Comm. was h e l d at t h e depot on March 7 t h , and D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith
asked f o r r e p o r t s f r o m t h e chairmen in at tendance. Maxine Jones discussed ways in which t h e
serv ing of food migh t be improved, and N e t t i e Stimson s a i d she would contact members f o r f o o d
cont r ibut ions and assistance. C l a r k Stimson r e p o r t e d t h a t a c a r r a l l y would be h e l d , and sa id
t h a t t h e Bison C i t y Stompers and Wilson Schoo l Band wou ld be w i t h us again t h i s y e a r . It is
planned t o w o r k o u t a spec ia l m i l i t a r y theme f o r t h e f a i r i n honor o f ou r G u l f War h e r o e s , and
Dorothy M a x fi e l d , E l e a n o r Myers , and Martha MacAski l l w i l l b e i n charge o f museum e x h i b t s .

Mos t o f l a s t y e a r ' s chairmen a r e h e l p i n g o u t again i n c l u d i n g Wa l l y Goodman and C l a r k S t im ‑
s o n , ant ique c a r s ; L o i s Ward, candy; Mary C l a r k , c h i l i ; Ed Hast ings, c l e a n - u p ; Judy Z a u n e r,
coffee/donuts ; Jack and Mel inda Hu tch ins , c o t t o n candy/ ice cream; Ron Z a u n e r, d e a l e r park ing;
N e t t i e St imson, dea le r r e g i s t r a t i o n ; P a g G r o f f , depot k i t c h e n ; Sara B e r r y, d r i n k s ; C l a r k Stimson,
Entertainment; Bobbie H u l l , fishpond; Maxine J o n e s , food B u i l d i n g ; L o i s Barnum and Emma Lou
Reppentine, f o o d suppl ies; Susan Sobiegay, f u n n e l c a k e s ; D a l e S c h l y e r, h o t dogs; Dick and Sue
S c h u l t z , lemonade/popcorn; C h r i s K e l m a n , membership; Dorothy M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r ; Lau ra Murawski,
ch i ldrens games; Dan K ing , p a r k i n g ; Don Croop, p u b l i c a t i o n s ; B i l l F r i t t o n , P u b l i c i t y ; B e t t y
St imson, q u i l t ; Don B u r r o w s , s h u t t l e b u s ; H e l e n S t e v e n s , thank-you n o t e s ; C a r o l e S c h n o o r, t r e a s . ;
L u c i l l e Up ton , Ways & Means; and Johnny Myers , t r o u b l e s h o o t e r .* * * * * * * * * *
LOOKING AHEAD:

The Newfane H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y w i l l h o l d i t s 1991 A p p l e Blossom Fes t i va l a t t h e i r museum on
West Creek Road, May 1 9 t h , 1991.

The Niagara County H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty w i l l h o l d t h e i r 8 t h annua l Chicken Bar-~B-Q and S t r a w ‑
b e r r y Soc ia l a t t h e i r grounds i n L o c k p o r t , June I s t , f r o m 12:00 t o 5:00 PM.* * * * * * * * * *
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL:

A coup le years ago, one of our members proposed t h a t t h e soc ie ty p u t up some type of Memori‑
al Plaque to honor the brave men and women who have served in the armed forces f rom Wilson in
pas t wars. He a l s o made t h e generous o f f e r to sponsor t h e p ro j ec t .

A meeting of the Memorial Comm. was h e l d at t he museum on March 11th to determine how the
pro jec t should b e carr ied o u t . Two p r o p o s a l s have been made, and when a decision i s made, t h e
p l a n w i l l be submitted to the Board f o r a p p r o v a l .

Others who at tended t h e meeting were Harold B e n e d i c t , A s s ' t . Ch rm. , O l l i e C l a r k , Don
Croop, and John Myers. John Demmin was u n a b l eto a t t end .* * * * * * * * * *
APRIL MEETING:

Our gues t speaker a t the meeting on A p r i l 15th w i l l be M r . A l l a n A . Spear o f Lockpo r t , who
w i l l t a l k about " L o c k p o r t G l a s s " . M r . Spear h a s a l s o i n v i t e d anyone w i t h a g l a s s i t e m t o b r i n g
it to t h e meeting to share w i t h t h e g roup .

Fo l low ing t h e program, l i g h t ref reshments w i l l be served by Maryanne Sharpe and Emma Schrader.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: F r a n c e s C . Gnage o f Winter Haven ,
F l o r i d a ; a l s o j u n i o r members, Kev in S ippe l o f W i l s o n , and K e l l i Jordan o f L o c k p o r t . K e l l i i s
t h e grandaughter o f Jack and Winn i f red Te r r y o f Wi lson.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE SUN:

Congra tu la t ions to B r e t t S i p p e l o f Wilson who was r e c e n t l y named to t h e Union Sun & J o u r n a l ' s
A l l Area B o y ' s B a s k e t b a l l Team. B r e t t ' s a b i l i t y i n t h e p o s i t i o n o f p o i n t gua rd was c r e d i t e d
w i t h hav ing he lped Wilson c a p t u r e t h e N - O crown w i t h an undefeated r e c o r d of 14-0 . B r e t t has
been a member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y s ince h e was n ine years o l d .

John Emborsky, a fo rwa rd -gua rd on Wi l son ' s championship team, was a l s o named to t h e US&J team.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION PLEASE CHECK ONE N E W. . . . . RENEWAL.....
NAME. c c c c c w e e c c c c c c c c c n r c c c c e c c c c s s s e c e e S e e e e e e $ e PHONE ( dewnur B e S a w e n ess

ADDRESS... c ee ec cc e c e w cc e t e r e e c e n e n e s wee c c c ce eP. O . B O X . . . . . - - 2 6 .

C I T Y, S T A T E , Z I P. . . . . . . . . . . - s r e e c e c e a n e t e n e s r e s s e s s s e o p e c s e e s c e n e s

COUPLE (please check) $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . JUNIOR MEMBERS

SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . - MaAM@e c e c e c e c e c et w e e r e n c e r e r s c e e AGGr s e e s .
JUNIORS (under 18) each $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . N a m e . . . . . . . . . . - 6 - S soeveew e s e e ee eAGOs s s« x< %

L I F E MEMBER each $150.00. . . . . N a m e . . . . . . . . . s e e s e e n s s e e e e e e cc e e e s e e A G G e s n e e s i e

HONORARY (85 y r s .or over ) F R E E . . . . - ENDOWMENT FUND CONTRIBUTION $ . . . . - . - . .
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $a ce e e s c a s e s

P l e a s e make a l l checks p a y a b l e to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o :

CHRISTINE KELMAN, Harbor Mobi le P a r k , Box784, Wi lson, NY 14172
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NEW LIFE MEMBER: .

S a l l y Murawski Smith, daughter of Joseph and Albina Wrobel Murawski, has jo ined t h e L i f e
Membership Class of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. She was b o r n in Niagara F a l i s , March 25,
1959, and is a graduate of Niagara‐-Wheatfield C e n t r a l S c h o o l . She a l s o at tended B u f f a l o
U n i v e r s i t y, and received h e r B . S . i n Nursing a t Niagara U n i v e r s i t y i n 1982.

She married D a r r e l l Smith of Pekin in 1984 and t h e y have one s o n , Joshua G r a n t Smith. The
f a m i l y a t tends S t . L e o ' s R . C . Church o n M i l i t a r y Road.

S a l l y is a reg is tered nurse and is c u r r e n t l y working f o r Coordinated Care Management s e t t i n g
up home ca re in conjunct ion w i t h t h e E r i e County Soc ia l Services Department.

She and D a r r e l l have accepted co-chairmanship of t h e s o c i e t y ' s Memorial Day F a i r .* * * * * * * * * *
WILSON HISTORY:

Emma L o u Reppentine r e p o r t s t h a t "Wilson Sketchbook" is on schedu le , and we hope to have it
publ ished by Memorial Day. In response to s e v e r a l requests , we a r e making up a l i s t of persons
who wish t o reserve a copy o f t h i s fi r s t p r i n t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

The Planning Comm. recommended t h a t t h e s o c i e t y ' s present fi n a n c i a l cond i t i on does n o t war ‑
r a n t a c q u i r i n g house adjacent t o t h e museum's n o r t h e a s t p r o p e r t y l i n e . Motion was made and
approved to accept committee's recommendation.

Motion was made and approved to accept committee's recommendation t h a t L i f e Membership
fund b e r e - i d e n t i fi e d a s a n Endowment Fund s o t h a t o t h e r sources o f income cou ld b e added t o i t ,
and 60% of f u n d ' s i n te res t may be withdrawn f o r s o c i e t y ' s expenses and 40% retained so f u n d ' s
p r i n c i p a l w i l l appreciate and gene ra te g r o w t h in income.

Mot ion a l s o approved to accept comm. recommendation to f o r m Deactivat ion Comm. who w i l l d e ‑
c i d e which items should b e disposed o f ; a r e n o t s u i t a b l e f o r d i sp lay ; o r not wor th r e s t o r i n g
o r i n t h e soc ie t y ' s b e s t i n t e res t s .

The armed f o r c e s Memorial Comm. w i t h Neva Bened ic t , Chrm. , w i l l decide the b e s t way to make
u p memorial f o r Wilson's war h e r o e s , and present i t t o t h e Board f o r a p p r o v a l . The Memorial
is being p r i v a t e l y funded , and t h e Board w i l l decide where i t is to be disp layed.

A l e t t e r was read f r o m Sup. H a r o l d Mosher on work done at Greenwood Cemetery. E a r l y graves
have been i d e n t i fi e d , computerized, and cross- re fe renced w i t h a copy on fi l e f o r o u r use at t h e
town c l e r k ' s o f fi c e - H e l e n S t e v e n s , C o r . S e c . , was asked to w r i t e thank-you notes to S h i r l e y
Stephenson and B e t t y K l i n e f o r a l l t h e i r dedicated work on t h e p r o j e c t .

Motion made and approved to award $50 pr izes to t h e Senior boy and g i r l f o r outstanding
achievment in h i s t o r y at Wilson High School.

It was a l s o repor ted t h a t , because of t h e expansion p ro jec t at the l i b r a r y , permission has
been given to s t o r e books in the Barnum Bu i l d ing u n t i l Fa i r Day; E l t o n Kropp, Grounds Chrm.,
i s hard a t work c lean ing up land leased f o r the F a t r ; and Don Burrows has made up a frame f o r
the Reuben Wilson headstone t h a t has been stored in the F i t t r o Shop ever since a new marker was
erected in Greenwood Cemetery to r e p l a c e the o r i g i n a l .* * * * * * * ¥ *
SPECIAL NOTICE:

A l l members hold ing keys f o r the depot-museum are advised t h a t the secur i ty system is on
and no members should use keys without fi r s t rece i v i ng proper instruct ion.* * * * * * * * * *
A MATTER OF DOLLARS AND SENSE:

Dan K i n g has submitted an average y e a r l y budget which r e v e a l s t h a t approximately $9,000.00
i s needed t o meet t h e s o c i e t y ' s fi x e d expenses. These a r e U t i l i t i e s ; I n s u r a n c e ; N e w s l e t t e r ;
Repairs; Grounds Upkeep; Programs and Miscellaneous. Dan h a s s e t up a bus iness- l ike approach
f o r t h e s o c i e t y t o f o l l o w , and w i t h h im and C a r o l e Schnoor keeping watch over t h e f u n d s , w e
Sugges t t h a t t h e soc ie ty is in good hands.

They do need everyones h e l p , however, so suppor t t h e Memorial Day F a i r and insure t h e
s o c i e t y ' s success f o r another y e a r and many more years t o come.

And d o n ' t o v e r l o o k our new Endowment Bund Cont r ibu t ion space which has been added to t h i s
month 's Membership Appl ica t ion f o r m . Any amount w i l l be g r a t e f u l l y accepted to h e l p b u i l d
up t h i s g r e a t investment fund f o r t h e s o c i e t y.* * * * * * * * * *
CLOSING THOUGHT: G i v i n g ou r b e s t today is t h e r e c i p e f o r a b e t t e r tomorrow.
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WILSON AND THE C I V I L WAR:
I n 1917 , L e v i G . P e t t i t , who s e r v e d w i t h t h e 8 t h N YV o l . Heavy A r t i l l e r y , prepared a l i s t

of t h e men who e n l i s t e d f r o m Wilson d u r i n g t h e C i v i l W a r , a n d , according to h im approximately
385 men e n l i s t e d f r o m t h e town . T h i s number i s b e l i e v e d t o have been t h e m o s t , p e r c a p i t a , o f
any s m a l l town i n New Yo r k S t a t e .

Over 100 men en l i s ted a l o n e i n t h e l s t N YL i g h t A r t i l l e r y , B a t t e r yM , i n which
Chie f B u g l e r Lorenzo P r a t t served w i t h h i s cap tu red confederate war h o r s e , " B i l l y Sherman".
A f t e r t h e w a r , P r a t t re tu rned to Wilson w i t h h i s h o r s e , and when B i l l y d i e d , he was bur ied on
t h e P r a t t f a r m w i t h m i l i t a r y honors b y members o f Wi lson 's G.A.R P o s t . Today t h e f a r m i s t h e
home o f Ron and Judy Z a u n e r , and F r a n k Massing keeps t h e s i t e mowed and l o o k i n g n i ce .

S e v e r a l o t h e r u n i t s such as t h e 1 9 t h Independent B a t t e r y , t h e New Yo r k Heavy A r t i l l e r y , and
t h e 2 8 t h I n f a n t r y Regiment a l s o had impressive enl istment records f r o m Wi lson , b u t t h e r e were
a l s o many o t h e r u n i t s in which s m a l l numbers o f en l i s tees served f r o m Wilson.

One, f o r ins tance, was the 105th NY Vo lun tee r Regiment, which was organized at Rochester
and LeRoy in 1862, and saw act ion at Cedar Mountain, Rappahannock, 2nd B u l l Run , Ant ietam, and
Freder icksburg. The o r i g i n a l muster r o l l fi l e d in t h e County C l e r k ' s O ffice l i s t s three men
in t h e regiment f rom Wilson, Ju l i us T u r n e r , Robert L u t z e , and Charles Ashford.

Another u n i t , t h e 12th NY Independent battery, was organized in Albany and had a number of
Niagara Coun ty men serv ing in it i nc lud ing two f r o m Wilson--John Adriance and Arno ld H a r r i s .
Some of t h e engagements in which t h e 12th fought were t h e B a t t l e of Pe te rsburg , K e l l y ' s Ford ,
and Cold Harbor.

The s t o r y about " B i l l y Sherman" w a s n ' t t he o n l y one to come o u t of t h e war about l o c a l
Wilson v e t e r a n s , b u t perhaps t h e most u n u s u a l was one about Wil l iam Adr iance, who grew u p o n
h i s f a m i l y ' s fa rm o n Beebe Road, town o f Wilson.

Young Adriance e n l i s t e d i n t h e 2 8 t h i n f a n t r y regiment o f N Y v o l u n t e e r s , and o n May, 1862,
he was captured near Winchester, V i r g i n i a . The 1851 .36 ca l i be r Nava l C o l t r e v o l v e r which he
ca r r i ed as a s ide arm, was t a k e n f r o m h i m , b u t on t h e hand le of t h e p i s t o l was engraved,
"Wi l l i am Adr iance, 3 r d S g t . , L o c k p o r t , New Yo r k . "

Adriance neve r g o t h i s p i s t o l back b u t , s t r a n g e as it may seem, t h e weapon was found 100 y r s .
l a t e r b y a M r . Robe r t S t a p l e t o n o n t h e bed o f t h e Yaquina River i n t h e S t a t e o f Oregon .

The i n c r i p t i o n o n t h e r e v o l v e r was s t i l l l e g i b l e , s o M r . S t a p l e t o n con tac ted t h e o f fi c e o f
t h e Niagara County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y t o see i f a r e l a t i v e cou ld b e found . The soc ie t y was
a b l e t o r e f e r him t o a g r a n d niece o f W i l l i a m A d r i a n c e , and t h e r e v o l v e r was g iven t o h e r .

I t ' s any o n e ' s guess how t h e p i s t o l , which was t a k e n f r o m Adriance i n V i r g i n i a , found i t s
way to a r i v e r bed in Oregon .

Wilson may a l s o be n o t e d f o r hav ing l o s t one of t h e l a s t men k i l l e d in t h e w a r . On A p r i l 9,
1865, t h e l a s t o f fi c i a l day o f t h e w a r , t h e 2nd N YMounted R i fl e s were engaged i n combat , and
du r i ng t h e b a t t l e , v o l u n t e e r Joshua Smith was k i l l e d i n ac t i on .

I t was d u r i n g t h e w a r ' s fi n a l months t h a t L e e ' s once g r e a t army of Nor thern V i r g i n i a was
s t r u n g o u t i n t h e t r e n c h e s around P e t e r s b u r g . A t t h e same t i m e , Gen. G r a n t was sending o u t
c a v a l r y ra ids t o des t roy t h e enemy 's m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s .

The 2nd Mounted R i fl e s t o o k p a r t i n t h i s a c t i o n , and des t royed s e v e r a l b r i dges and t o r e up
r a i l r o a d t r a c k s t o c u t o f f s u p p l i e s t o L e e ' s a r m y. Tw e n t y n i n e Wi lson men were t h e r e , s o p e r ‑
haps you can p i c k o u t one o f y o u r ances to rs f r o m t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t : Ozro B a c h e l d e r , B i l l C l i f t ,
Cha r l es C o r y e l l , C l a r k Dav i s , John D a v i s , John F i s h e r , G e o r g e G a s k i l l , W i l l i am G a s k i l l , John
G i l b e r t , Hiram Goodenough, John G a r d i n e e r, A l b e r t G o u l d , I s a a c H a y e s , James H i l l , O r r i n Johnson ,
Cy rus K i n g , Ches te r K y t e , F rede r i ck M a h l , C p t . M a r t i n McChesney, Jason P e t t i t , John R e l l e y ,
Norman Robinson, C h a r l e s R o l l y r e , C o u r t l a n d R o u s e , Theodore S c h n i l i n g , Joshua S m i t h , E l d r i d g e
Ta b o r , N e l s o n T h u r s t o n , and Hugh Wi l son , M.D.* * * * * * * * * *
MAY MEETING:

A t t h e r e g u l a r meeting o n May 2 0 t h , H o y t and Nor ie D e s s o w i l l b e t h e gues t s p e a k e r s , and
w i l l share some in fo rmat ion a b o u t t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n g b o t t l e c o l l e c t i o n .

Doro thy Linnabery and Dor i s K l e e s w i l l be t h e re f reshmen ts hostesses f o r t h e even ing .* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

A p r i l i s when t h e green r e t u r n s t o t h e l a w n , t h e l i l a c s . . . . . a n d t h e I R S .* * * * * * * * * *



FAIR TIME AGAIN:
The annua l Memorial Day F a i r w i l l be h e l d at t h e museum grounds on May 2 7 t h , f r o m 9 :00 to

5:00 PM, h o w e v e r, t h e grounds w i l l b e open a t 6:00 A M t o permi t d e a l e r s t o g e t their tab les |
s e t u p . On F r i d a y, Saturday, and Sunday b e f o r e t h e f a i r , a l l chairmen or o t h e r s i n v o l v e d with
s e t t i n g u p and g e t t i n y ready f o r t h e b i g d a y, shou ld p l e a s e t r y t o b e p r e s e n tt o p repa re t h e i r
a reas f o r t h e v i s i t o r s who a t t e n d o n Monday.

A l l t hose who p l a n t o bake p i e s o r f u r n i s h o t h e r f o o d s would fi n d i t eas ie r t o b r i n g these
items o n Sunday a f t e r n o o n when i t w i l l b e eas ie r t o g a i n access t o t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g . Since
we u s u a l l y r u n o u t of f o o d b e f o r e we s h o u l d , you can r e a d i l y see why i t is so impor tant f o r a l l
members to do every th ing t h e y c a n - - t h e success o f t h e f a i r depends on i t . . .: .

N e t t i e Stimson devotes a g r e a t d e a l of h e r t ime to t h e f a i r e f f o r t , and c a l l i n g a c o u p l e
hundred p e o p l e f o r h e l p i s n o easy t a s k , l e t a l o n e c o n t a c t i n g a c o u p l e hundred d e a l e r s . P lease
d o n ' t f e e l s l i g h t e d i f you r missed--we occas iona l l y have peop le say they w e r e ' t asked to h e l p .
W e need e v e r y o n e ' s h e l p s o d o n ' t b e b a s h f u l - - l e t u s k n o w i f y o u r ' e ava i l ab l e .

C l a r k St imson, w i t h t h e h e l p of H o y t D e s s o , is t r y i n g to make up some d isp lay cases f o r t h e
Argue B u i l d i n g . He is l o o k i n g f o r a l l k i nds of automobile memorabi l ia , o i l c a n s , t o o l s , e t c .
L i f e or Time magazines f r o m t h e 1940's to t h e 1970's a r e d e s i r e d , a l s o g l a s s s to rm windows.
I f you have any o f these i t ems , h e ' l l be g l a d to p i c k them up .

We understand we have enough d e a l e r s s igned up f o r t h e space we have; q u i l t t i c k e t s cont inue
to come in and e x t r a books a r e ava i lab le f r o m B e t t y St imson. There may be about 100 o l d c a r s
o n d i sp lay ; and t h e r e w i l l b e b a l l o o n s , fishpond, and s e v e r a l ch i l d ren ' s games f o r y o u n g s t e r s .

Members as w e l l as v i s i t o r s a r e u rged to l e a v e t h e i r c a r s in t h e park ing a reas prov ided, and
it would be to your advantage to p a r k in t h e v i l l a g e and u s e t h e f r e e s h u t t l e busses provided
to c a r r y passengers to and f r o m t h e museum grounds .

The f o o d b u i l d i n g under t h e supeevision of Maxine J o n e s , w i l l s e r v e s a l a d s , c h i l i , p i e s ,
c a k e s , and d r i n k s . Booths ou ts ide t h e b u i l d i n g w i l l p rov ide h o t dogs, f u n n e l c a k e s , candy,
popcorn and d r i n k s . The c o t t o n candy and i c e cream sundae s t a n d w i l l be by t h e F i t t r o Shop,
and as f a r as we k n o w, t h e L i t t l e League Chicken Bar-B-Q w i l l be in business as u s u a l f r o m
12:30 to 5:00 PM. C o f f e e , d o n u t s , and o t h e r d r i n k s w i l l be provided by t h e Zauners at depot .

S o , i t l o o k s l i k e a l l t h e r e is l e f t to do is p ray f o r good weather and suppo r t t h e F a i r .
*k * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
The soc ie ty extends i t s condolences to t h e fam i l y of Norman N. L u f f , 8 5 , one of t h e o r i g i n a l

board members of t h e I n t e r Community Hosp i t a l at Newfane. He d ied a f t e r a s h o r t i l l n e s s on
March 19, 1991, and is survived by h i s w i f e , Marie (Sear les) L u f f , and two sons, Will iam and
Howard ( S h i r l e y ) , b o t h o f Lockpo r t . B u r i a l was a t N o r t h Ridge Cemetery.

Edward T. Marks,88, owner of t h e Mark ' s Nursery in Wi lson, who died March 21, 1991, at I n t e r .
community Hosp i ta l at Newfane. He is survived by h i s w i f e , Ger t rude ; two c h i l d r e n , Mrs . E a r l e
(Eva Lou) Char les ; and Thomas (June) , b o t h o f Wilson.

Thomasine Monaghan Gath , 57, a book keeper w i th Noco Energy Corp . in Tonawanda, who died
March 24, 1991, a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s . She i s survived b y h e r husband, Gary ; a son, David M i l l e :
of Kenmore; and 4 daughters, M r s . Robert (Debra) Panel la of Tonawanda; Mrs. Wi l l iam (Robie)
Draper of Kenmore; and M r s . Ronald (Jean) Jenkins and M r s . L o r i Reynolds, bo th of Tonawanda.
Bur ia l was i n Fores t Lawn Cemetery w i th Rev. Robert Reickus o f fi c i a t i n g .

A l s o , M r s . Helen Heckes o f O y s t e r v i l l e , WA, a descendent o f the town o f Wilson's founder,
Reuben Wilson, who passed away on June 17, 1990.* * * * * * * * * *
CULINARY HINTS:

Sue and Mi les Linnabery o f Laramie , WY, have made up a reproduc t ion copy o f "Cul inary H in ts
f o r t h e So ld i e r " which was o r i g i n a l l y publ ished in 1862 f o r d i s t r i bu t i on to t h e troops Head‑
q u a r t e r s , Army o f t h e Potomac.

The Linnabery's o p e r a t e " F r a u F r a u H i s t o r i c Fashions" in Laramie, and t h e facs im i l i e copy
which t h e y s e n t to Doro thy Linnabery in Wi lson , conta ins a number of r e c i p i e s f o r camp fi r e
cooking w i t h use o f various s i ze i r o n k e t t l e s .

An i n t e r e s t i n g observat ion in t h e b o o k ' s in t roduc t ion notes t h a t "Beans, b a d l y b o i l e d , k i l l
more t h a n b u l l e t s , and F a t is more f a t a l t h a n gunpowder. "

There a r e abou t a dozen r e c i p i e s f o r camp cooking b u t one t h a t caught ou r eye was c a l l e d
“Bubble and Squeak" . H e r e is how to make i t i f y o u ' d l i k e to t r y a sample of t h e f o o d t h a t
he lped susta in o u r C i v i l War s o l d i e r s o n t h e b a t t l e fi e l d .

Take b i t s o f c o l d corned b e e f o r s a l t b e e f , and c u t i n t o s l i c e s and s p r i n k l e w i t h pepper;
p u t i t i n a pan w i t h a l i t t l e grease and f r y them s l i g h t l y . B o i l some cabbage and squeeze i t
ary, t h e n c u t i t u p r e a l fi n e . S e r v e a p i e c e o f b e e f w i t h a s p o o n f u l o f cabbage and season
w i t h s a l t , p e p e r, and v inegar.

Th is b e e f s tew de l i cacy i s s t r i n k i n g l y s i m i l a r t o some modern day rec ip i es : C u t b e e f i n t o
i n c h squares, and s p r i n k l e w i t h s a l t and peppe r. F r y w i t h a l i t t l e g rease u n t i l h a l f
cooked. P l a c e in k e t t l e and c o v e r meat w i t h c o l d w a t e r , t hen add pa red po ta toes c u t i n squares.
S t e w s l o w l y over moderate fi r e f o r 34 h o u r s , skimming every now and then. S t i r in 2 t a b l e ‑
spoons o f v inegar and serve h o t . A l l k inds o f v e g e t a b l e s such a s l e e k s , c a r r o t s , parsn ips , o r
tu rn ips may be added to g r e a t advantage.

* * * * * * * * * *
A LOT OF EGGS:

Remember when you were a youngs te r and most o f t h e eggs in America were produced on s m a l l
r u r a l farms? That a l l changed a f t e r World War I I . Now t h e r e are probab ly as many hens l a y i n g
eggs each day a s there are p e o p l e - - a n d t h a t ' sa l o t o f eggs.

I t is estimated t h a t over h a l f of t h e p e o p l e l i k e t h e i r eggs scrambled, b u t r e g a r d l e s s how
you l i k e them, i t ' s a well-known f a c t that t h e common p o u l t r y egg is h i g h on t h e American d i e t .
_ However, i f your ch lores t ra l count is h i g h , doctors w i l l suggest t h a t you l i m i t y o u r egg
i n p u t t o two o r th ree a week.

* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: D o n ' t count your y e a r s . Make your years count .
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May 1991 (Page 3)
LIBRARY PROGRESS:

A const ruc t ion c o n t r a c t f o r t h e new Wilson L i b r a r y was signed in A p r i l w i t h t h e Va l e r y
Con t rac t i ng Corp . o f Niagara F a l l s , and t h e L i b r a r y Board i s confiden t t h a t t h e $75,000 s t i l l
needed to fi l l t h e "gap" w i l l be r a i s e d by t h e t ime t h e b u i l d i n g is comp le ted .

S e v e r a l thousand books have been removed to t h e E x l e y United Methodist Church where l i b r a r y
hours a r e being conducted Mon. t h r o u g h F r d . f r o m 1-5PM and Tues. and Thurs . f r o m 7-9PM. The
remaining books a r e in s t o r a g e , coutesy of C l a r k Equipment Co.

Organ iza t ions who have h e l d f u n d - r a i s i n g a c t i v i t i e s inc lude t h e Delph ic C i r c l e ; t h e Wilson
Lions C l u b ; t h e Wilson Business A s s o c . , and t h e Lakeshore Mothers C l u b . The Gnost ic G u i l d has
scheduled an auct ion in t h e Jun io r -Sen io r H igh Schoo l L i b r a r y f o r Tues. evening, May 7 t h .

O t h e r s who have donated as a group inc lude t h e P TA ' s of t h e Thomas Marks and Stevenson
s c h o o l s ; The Wilson Junior H igh Schoo l ; Wi lson Conservat ion C l u b ; You th B a s e b a l l League; Wilson
C l a s s o f 1979; and 4 0 alumni members f r o m t h e C l a s s o f 1970 and e a r l i e r . A v e r y s u c c e s s f u l
Read-A-Thon conducted at Thomas Marks School by C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , L i b r a r i a n , received e x c e l l e n t
cooperat ion f r o m b o t h s tuden ts and p a r e n t s .

The L i b r a r y w i l l have a b o o t h a t t h i s y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r so d o n ' t miss t h i s oppor tun i t y
t o b o o s t t h e l i b r a r y f u n d i f you h a v e n ' t a l ready done s o .* * * * * * * * x *
NEW MEMBERS:

P l e a s e welcome Paul ine M. K u r t z of Wi lson; Do ro thy K n i g h t of Tonawanda; and M r s . Wi l l iam
Welch o f San ta C r u e z , CA. Our t w o newest j u n i o r members a r e C h r i s t y & Kath leen Johnson , Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

Mo t i on was approved to c l e a n up Marze t t i p r o p e r t y and save hayrake and te lephone p o l e s .
Members o f t h e new de~acqu is i t ion comm. w i l l c o n s i s t o f t h e c u r a t o r , s e c r e t a r y, p res ident ,

and b u i l d i n g chairman where i t em i n quest ion i s l o c a t e d .
I t e m s donated to t h e museum a r e accepted and i d e n t i fi e d by t h e Aqu is i t i ons Chrm. f o r d i s t r i ‑

b u t i o n to t h e i r p roper l o c a t i o n . Chairmen o f t h e var ious b u i l d i n g s are respons ib le f o r t a k i n g
these items f r o m t h e l i b r a r y to t h e i r respec t ive l o c a t i o n s .

Mot ion was approved t o permi t t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f t h e Nor th German S e t t l e m e n t s t o meet
in and t o u r t h e Wilson museum on June 20 , 1991.

Mot ion was approved t o permi t pay t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y $750 f o r used s h e l v i n g , f u r n a c e s ,
and l i g h t fi x t u r e s . P* * * * * * * * * *
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL UPDATE:

Neva Benedict , Chrm., is compi l ing a l i s t of a l l ve terans who served in a l l wars f rom Wilsons
The l i s t w i l l include men and women who l i v e d in t h e town of Wilson or attended school f r om the
Wilson C e n t r a l School D i s t r i c t . When fi n i s h e d , t h e l i s t w i l l b e avai lable t o t h e pub l i c t o
Check f o r omissions or correct ions. F o r imformation or questions check wi th Neva and Haro ld
Benedic t , O l l i e C l a r k , John Demmin, John Myers , Don Croop, or Harold B o t t r e l l .* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS: ‘

I d a Wilson has donated an Ansonia Wa l l C lock t h a t used to hang in the Wilson Boathouse; a
l a r g e o i l pa in t i ng of Wal te r Wilson; La rge Bib le of t h e I d a Southcombe Wilson fami l y ( o f Canada)
w i t h fam i l y records in center of B ib le .

Doro thyLinnabery: One G l a s s I n s u l a t o r "Pe t t i coa t " .
Rex E . S t a c y, Te x a s : Te n e a r l y a d v e r t i s i n g c a r d s .
M r . and M r s . Thomas Rider : L a r g e f ramed c o l o r e d p o r t r a i t o f young b o y.
J a n e t S p o r l e d e r : Rubbing f r o m Vietnam Ve t e r a n ' s Memorial in Washington; Name of Michael

Witkop "American Her i tage" Spec ia l F d . (1989); Reagan Campaign S t i c k e r ; "Women's Day "Dict ionary
of D o l l s ' ; Time Magazine-1962 Space I s s u e ; "Making of AM-The Deep Sputh? "Guide to H e a r t I s l a n d "* * * * * * * * * *
I T ' S GONE TO THE PRINTER:

"Wilson Sketchbook" has gone t o t h e p r i n t e r - - t h a n k s t o Emma L o u Schrader who spent many,
many h o u r s r e t y p i n g t h e o r i g i n a l c o p y. Wanda Bur rows proo f read t h e e n t i r e book , (no s m a l l t a s k )
and Don B u r r o w s gave us a l l t h e necessary "push" to k e e p us at i t . A spec ia l word of thanks
to Becky Baker H i l l o f T i f fi n , Oh io , who vo lun tee red to c r o s s index t h e book . When she r e t u r n e d
t h e copy she w r o t e , " T h e book i t s e l f , t h e l a y o u t , t y p i n g and p i c t u r e s a r e g r e a t , and such a j o y
t o r e a d . I t was f u n t o r e a d about p e o p l e and p l a c e s I h a v e n ' t seen o r though t about i n y e a r s . "

Thank you B e c k y, we hope everyone who g e t s a copy w i l l l i k e it as w e l l .* * x * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: As you g e t o l d e r , w o r k becomes l e s s f u n , and f u n becomes more w o r k .

f w G a m Roce m r e m e e e ec e c e n n n e n c e s s e r e e n c e s D e t a c h a n d R e t u r n . . . . . . . . . . . H oe e e w w e sseis eiew b se c c e r c a w e e n e .

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (PLEASE CHECK ONE) N E W. . . . .R e n e w a l . . . . .
NAME. c e e e c e c e c e e e e e e c e e e e e c e e e e n c e c e c e e e n n c e c e c e c c u e c c e c c e e PHONE ( )eeesee e e v e e e e e s a s

ADDRESS... e e e e ce e e e ee ee e e c e e e c e e w e n c c c e e e s P. O . B O X . . . . . . . . . 6 ‑

C I T Y, STATE, Z I P . . . . . . . . . . -cece e c c e c e B Sm Bo ec c c sieis a ec e e G h e e e e
COUPLE (Please check) $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . JUNIOR MEMBERS

SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . NAM... e e e e e e c c c e e e e e e e e e A g e . . . . .

JUNIORS (Under 18) each $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . N A M . . .ccc cece cece cece c e c a e e n a c e A g e . . . . .

L IFE MEMBER each $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 . . . . . Name... . c c c e e e e e e e e e e e e o n e e e AGG. . a 0 .

HONORARY (85 y r s . or over) F R E E«23<.60%%

ENDOWMENT FUND DONATION e e e w c c e s TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED..........
Make checks p a y a b l e to WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n to

CHRISVINE KELMAN, Harbor p i l e P a r k , Box 784, Wi lson, NY 14172
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THE VILLAGE LOCKUP:
There p robab l y a r e n ' t t o o many p e o p l e around Wilson t o d a y who remember when t h e v i l l a g e

l o c k u p was l o c a t e d o n Young S t r e e t - - l e t a l o n e t h e reason f o r h a v i n g one t h e r e .
The v i l l a g e ordinances of 1898, h o w e v e r , micht give a c l u e as to why res iden ts may have

f e l t a j a i l was n e c e s s a r y.
When t h e new ordinances came o u t , t h e o l d " L o c k p o r t J o u r n a l " n o t e d , "Wilson in tends to be

v e r y n i c e and s e d a t e , and woe be to t h e l u c k l e s s person who v i o l a t e s any of t h e new ord inances. "
H e r e a r e s e v e r a l , and w e quo te :

" A l l persons found i n t o x i c a t e d o n s t r e e t s , u s i n g p r o f a n e l a n g u a g e , i n i t i a t i n g fi g h t s , o r
making no ise s h a l l be punished; a l s o any person who d ischa rges a fi r e a r m , u n l e s s in s e l f
d e f e n s e , s h a l l be punished.

"No person s h a l l t h r o w ; c a t c h ; k n o c k ; o r p l a y b a l l o n t h e s t r e e t s i n a manner o f f e n d i n g
anyone; and no non-res ident s h a l l be a l l o w e d to hawk, pedd le , or s e l l by a u c t i o n , any: goods
o r w a r e s , excep t mea t , f r u i t , o r f a r m produc ts .

"No h o r s e s , an imals, or geese, s h a l l be permi t ted to r u n at l a r g e ; no person s h a l l deposi t
garbaye o n t h e s t r e e t s ; n o person s h a l l make a n indecent exposure i n any p u b l i c p l a c e ; and
n o person s h a l l i n j u r e , t e a r u p o r des t roy any t r e e , p o s t , o r o the r fi x t u r e . "

Fo r what-ever r e a s o n , when the o l d Co l l eg ia te I n s t i t u t e was t o r n down, i t was determined
t h a t a l a r g e outside t o i l e t behind t h e s c h o o } would be appropriate f o r use as a v i l l a g e l o c k u p .
The v i l l a g e f a t h e r s had i t moved t o Young S t r e e t between t h e o l d Nevy Grocery and Harvey
Sanford's T i l e Ya r d , and w i t h t h e h e l p o f Jesse Bigg ins , the l o c a l b l a c k s m i t h , two barred
c e l l s were b u i l t i n t o the s t r u c t u r e .

Constable Ben Stone was t h e fi r s t jailer", and t h e b u i l d i n g was used f o r a number of years ,
h o w e v e r , i n the e a r l y 1920's i t was moved n e x t t o t h e o l d water tower o n High S t r e e t near
F l a g l e r ' s Welding Shop.

The j a i l was s t i l l i n use in 1932 when an inspect ion r e p o r t was made o u t by W a i t e r N icho lson,
Chairman o f t h e S t a t e Board o f C o r r e c t i o n s , who submitted i t t o F red Biga low, town superv isor,
and A.M. M c I l r o y , v i l l a g e mayor, I t r e a d a s f o l l o w s :

" T h i s l o c k u p occupies a s m a l l o n e - s t o r y wood b u i l d i n g o n t h e o u t s k i r t s o f t h e v i l l a g e ,
and contains one l a t t i c e d s t e e l c e l l , and one wooden c e l l w i t h l a t t i c e d s t e e l d o o r . C e l i s
a r e equipped w i t h b u n k s , m a t t r e s s e s , b l a n k e t s , and c o m f o r t a b l e s .

"The re a r e n o s a n i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s w h a t - e v e r , b u t t h e r e i s a n e l e c t r i c l i g h t and a s t o v e
f o r h e a t i n g . S ince t h e l a s t i nspec t ion , t h e l o c k u p has been painted th roughou t w i t h wh i te
enamel p a i n t , and i s i n good c o n d i t i o n . C o n s t a b l e W i l l i a m L o r t s t a t e s t h a t de ten t ions a r e
seldom made n o w, and t h e l o c k u p i s f r e q u e n t l y used f o r l o d g e r s . "

The Commissioner recommended t h a t "When t h i s l o c k u p is used f o r detent ion purposes it shou ld
be k e p t under cons tan t and comple te superv is ion as fi r e r i s k is extreme by reason o f t h e t y p e
o f c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t s l o c a t i o n , and e x p o s u r e . "

The l a t e E a r l A r m s t r o n g , f o r m e r Niagara C o u n t y Deputy S h e r i f f , t o l d a r a t h e r numerous s t o r y
about how he once stopped at t h e j a i l a f t e r s c h o o l one d a y, and when he walked i n t o a c e l l to
l o o k it o v e r , someone slammed t h e d o o r s h u t behind h i m .

The Cons tab le had d r i v e n i n t o t h e c o u n t r y w i t h h i s h o r s e and buggy, so E a r l went w i t hou t
any supper. To make ma t t e r s w o r s e , h e had a d a t e w i t h a g i r l o n t h e " I s l a n d " , and when h e
d i d n ' t show u p she g o t "mad a s h o p s " .

E a r l d i d n ' t g e t o u t o f j a i l u n t i l t h e Constab le r e t u r n e d at 9PM, b u t h i s g i r l w o u l d n ' t
speak to him u n t i l some of h i s f r i e n d s at s c h o o l expla ined to h e r what happened.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE SUN:

H a r o l d Mosher h a s tossed h i s h a t in t h e r i n g and deciced to r u n f o r h i s s i x t h 2 -yea r
term as Supervisor of t h e town of Wi lson. Dur ing h i s t e n u r e he has been a b l e to s t a b i l i z e
l o c a l t a x e s and keep t h e town f r e e of indebtedness.

He has been a r e s i d e n t o f Wi lson f o r a b o u t 55 y e a r s , and p r i o r to be ing e l e c t e d superv isor
was Mayor o f t h e v i l l a g e o f Wi lson.

Haro ld is a navy ve te ran and P a s t Commander of Leg ion P o s t 836; a m e m b e rof t h e Wilson
L ions C l u b ; Niagara County Wa te r D i s t r i c t Commissioner; 20 y e a r Exempt member of Wilson V o l .
F i r e C o . # 1 ; Hono ra ry member of t h e Wilson Historical S o c i e t y Board of D i r e c t o r s , and member
o f Our Lady o f t h e Rosary C a t h o l i c Churcn i n Wilson.

* * x * ws * * *

BON MOT: Success comes in c a n s , n o t c a n ' t s .* * * x * * * * * *



PARISIAN GOWN TO BE FAIR ATTRACTION:
One would h a r d l y expect t o fi n d copies o f t h e Union Sun & J o u r n a l h idden behind a w a l l i n

t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y , b u t such was t h e case r e c e n t l y when w o r k e r s t o r e a w a l l down w h i l e
do ing renovation w o r k f o r t h e new l i b r a r y .

One newspaper, publ ished on May 1 9 , 1958, f e a t u r e d an i t e m about t h e death of Mark J. To v e l l
a w e l l - k n o w n b a r b e r , who was 9 9 yea rs o l d when h e d i e d . H i s w i f e , Jesse O l i v e r , who passed
away in 1930, was married in an 1898 Par i s ian wedding gown o f b l a c k s i l k w i t h match ing p a r a s o l ,
and when she d i e d , t h e gown was g i v e n to C h a r l e s T o v e l l , h e r husband's nephew.

C h a r l e s T o v e l l ' s w i f e , B e r y l T o v e l l , a res iden t o f W i l s o n , donated t h e gown t o t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, and i t w i l l b e exh ib i ted i n t h e museum d u r i n g t h e Memorial Day F a i r .

This y e a r ' s F a i r , which w i l l b e h e l d o n May 27 th f r o m 9:00 t o 5:00 PM, w i l l b e t h e 1 9 t h
fund- ra i se r s ince t h e organizat ion was s t a r t e d in 1972. I t is t h e s o c i e t y ' s main source of
income which depends h e a v i l y o n t h e success o f t h e Food B u i l d i n g , chaired b y Maxine J o n e s ; t h e
Qui l t R a f fl e , chaired by B e t t y S t imson; and t h e " F l e a M a r k e t " chaired by N e t t i e St imson.

O t h e r essen t ia l f ood concessions w i l l be chaired by Leona H u n t e r , Candy; M a r y C l a r k , C h i l i ;
Judy Z a u n e r , C o f f e e & D o n u t s ; J a c k and Melinda H u t c h i n s , C o t t o n Candy/ice cream; Dick and
Sue S c h u l t z , Lemonade & Popco rn ; Sue Sob ieg ray, Funne l C a k e s ; and D a l e S c h l y e r , H o t Dogs .

D a r r e l l and S a l l y Sm i th , co - cha i rmen , have a r ranged s e v e r a l games f o r t h e youngsters i n ‑
c l u d i n g face -pa in t i ng and f r e e b a l l o o n s , and t h e c h i l d r e n ' s fi s h pond w i l l b e r u n b y Bobbie H u l l .

D o r o t h y M a x fi e l d , c u r a t o r , i s p l ann ing a f a i r theme i n honor o f Wi lson 's v e t e r a n s who served
in a l l o u r Na t ion ' s w a r s , and she w i l l be ass is ted by E l e a n o r Myers and Martha MacAsk i l l .

S a l l y Smith has announced t h a t demonstrations planned w i l l i nc lude Robert K e t c h , g lassb lower ;
Jim H o f f m a n , b lacksmi th ; Roger Mawhiney, D iese l Engine; Bob R a d n o r, s m a l l engines; and Winnie
F i s c h e r , Loom.

There w i l l b e a fi r s t a i d u n i t s t a n d i n g b y , c o u r t e s y o f Wilson F i r e Co. # 1 ; C a r l Sabey, Town
C o n s t a b l e w i l l be on t h e grounds; Park ing w i l l be supervised by Dan King ; and Don Bur rows w i l l
b e incha rge o f t h e s h u t t l e b u s se rv i ce . Frank Massing, t h e s o c i e t y ' s n i g h t watchman, w i l l l o o k
a f t e r t h i n g s t h e night. b e f o r e t h e f a i r .

There w i l l be something f o r everyone, so come and en joy a sociable day at t h e F a i r .* * * * * * * * * *
SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP NOTICE: .

I t was ba@ news when C h r i s Kelman f e l l and b r o k e h e r a n k l e making i t impossible f o r h e r to
continue do ing t h e impor tant wo rk requ i red of t h e Membership Chairman. Chr is h a s h e l d t h e
o f fi c e s ince 1977, and it is h a r d f o r t h e s o c i e t y to l o s e h e r dedicated and devoted serv ice .

The good news is t h a t Anne (Argue) Faery has consented to t a k e over f o r C h r i s , and a l l indica ‑
t i ons are t h a t t h e membership j o b w i l l continue to be in good hands. Your membership appl ica ‑
t i ons should now be e i t h e r mailed or g i ven to Anne whos address is 3285 West Lake Road,
Wi lson , New York 14172.

The membership app l i ca t ion included wi th t h i s n e w s l e t t e r i s t h e l a s t no t i ce you w i l l receive
t h i s y e a r . Why n o t t a k e a second to make sure your membership card shows you a r e paid th rough
A p r i l 30, 1992.

On an average, i t cos ts your soc ie ty about $3.00 p e r person pe r year to pub l i sh and mai l
the News le t t e r to you, and approximately 500 copies a r e mailed ou t each month. The r e s t of
your dues payment he lps maintain v i t a l services at t h e Wilson Museum.

* * *k * * * * * * *
FUND CLARTFETCATION:

Tn response to a c o u p l e i n g u i r i e s a b o u t t h e s t a t u s of t h e L i f e Membership Fund, we woulc¢
l i k e to say t h a t no th i ng has r e a l l y changed excep t t h e nane .

The Board o f D i r e c t o r s v o t e d t o change t h e name t o Endowment Fund s o t h a t any monies received
f r o m suppor t ive members or o t h e r sources might be deposited to i t . They a l s o agreed t h a t o n l y
40% of t h e i n t e r e s t earned would be withdrawn f o r g e n e r a l expenses, and 60% would remain in t h e
fund to h e l p b u i l d i t up so i t c a n be a g r e a t e r source o f opera t ing income f o r t h e s o c i e t y.

You may have n o t e d t h a t a l i n e o n t h e membership a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m i s a v a i l a b l e f o r any con ‑
t r i b u t i o n t o t h e Endowment Fund , l a r g e o r s m a l l . I t was i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e fi r s t
c o n t r i b u t i o n made t o t h e Endowment Fund was b y one o f o u r h o n o r a r ymembers, Emma Schrader.* * * * * * * * * *
CABOOSE MEMORIAL PLAQUE:

A new bronze p l a q u e has been obta ined f o r t h e caboose in memory of B u r t Jennings, f o r m e r
t r u s t e e , and one of t h e l e a d i n g f o r c e s in t h e const ruc t ion program at t h e Wilson Museum.
B u r t was a l w a y s a v a i l a b l e a t any t i m e f o r p a i n t i n g o r " t o u c h i n g u p " t h a t had t o b e done ,
h o w e v e r ,the c a b o o s e , which h e c a r e f u l l y h e l p e d r e n o v a t e t o i t s p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n , was h i s fi r s t
p r i d e and j o y . E l l s w o r t h McKelvey t o o k o v e r a s caboose c h r . when B u r t passed away.* * * * * * * * * *

MUSEUM HOSTESSES:
O u r apo log ies t o t h e May h o s t s and hos tesses who were i n a d v e r t e n t l y l e f t o u t o f t h e May

N e w s l e t t e r . Th is c i d n ' t s t o p them f r o m d o i n g t h e i r j o b , h o w e v e r, s o " h a t s o f f " t o Don and Wanda
B u r r o w s ; B i l l and Maxine Jones; Edna and W i l l a r d Rose; and George and Marge Lederhouse.

June g r e e t e r s a r e scheduled as f o l l o w s : June 2 n d , L l o y d and Sandy Evans ; June 9 t h , Ted
and M i l l i e Lonsbery ; June 1 6 t h , C e l e s t e Crawford and Evadna C r a w f o r d ; June 2 3 r d , A l i c e
D a v e n p o r t and H e l e n S t e v e n s ; and J u n e 3 0 t h , S a r a B e r r y and Don C r o o p .* * * * * * * * * *
GOOD IDEA:

Do ro thy Linnabery suggested r e c e n t l y t h a t she m igh t t r y t o p u t t o g e t h e r a c o l l e c t i o n o f
r e c i p i e s f o r p e o p l e who l i v e a l o n e and c o o k f o r o n e . H e r idea is t h a t most cookbooks c a t e r to
t w o o r m o r e p e r s o n s - - a n d who l i k e s l e f t o v e r s .

*k * * * * * * * * *
JUST A THOT:

H a p p i n e s s 1 s n o t a s t a t i o n a t which you a r r i v e , b u t a manner o f t r a v e l i n g .
* * * * * * * * * *



June 1991 (Page 3)
POINTS OF LIGHT":

~On J u l y 1 , 1972, t h e n e w l y o r g a n i z e d Wilson H is to r i ca l Society had a t o t a l o f 94 members-‑
» a r a t h e r remarkab le number in-as-<much a s the o r g a n i z a t i o n had o n l y been i n o p e r a t i o n 3 months.

We d i d some checking and were s u r p r i s e d t o l e a r n t h a t 5 2 o f t h e o r i g i n a l group a r e s t i l l
members; 30 have passed away; and 12 dropped o u t f o r var ious reasons.

TocGay t h e numbers have increased, b u t o u r vo lun tee rs have n o t increased in t h e same p r o ‑
p o r t i o n . We be l ieve John Mye rs , P r e s . , had t h i s i n mind when he sugges ted we include t h e
f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r i n t h i s month 's News le t te r.

" To a l l members o f t h e Wilson His tor ica l Society : The Board o f Directors wish to thank
everyone f o r t h e i r p a s t c o o p e r a t i o n .

"We now have o v e r 300 members w i th in Niagara Coun ty. As y o u know, t h e r e has been a handful
of members who have g i v e n M a n y , many hours eve ry month f o r t h e p a s t 18 y e a r s .

"Being a member g i ves you t h e Oppor tun i ty t o p r o v i d e t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h y o u r ac t i ve
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , and h e l p u s continue t h i s exomplary p a s t b y doing y o u r p a r t .

" T h i s means vo lun teer ing f o r any j o b s or any th ing t h a t you v o u l d l i k e to h e l p o u t w i t h .
Please con tac t u s . Weneed h e l p in a l l areas such as d u s t e r s , w r i t e r s , C a r p e n t e r s , refin ishe rs ,
p l u m b e r s , cement w o r k e r s , gu ides , hostesses or fu rn ishers . "

Yo u r e d i t o r wishes to add to Johnny 's l e t t e r by suggest ing t h a t vo lun tee rs a r e "Poin ts of
L i g h t " in t h e community as they s t r i v e to make t h e i r town a b e t t e r p l a c e in which to l i v e .
Everyone has s p e c i a l t a l e n t s which c o u l d g r e a t l y b e n e fi t t h e Wilson Museum, b u t we need y o u r
p a r t i c i p a t i o n be fo re w e can b e n e fi t f r o m those t a l e n t s .

Accept t h e cha l lenge. Be a "Po in t o f L i g h t " in y o u r community.
* * * * * * * * * *

THE TREES IN "HOJACK PARK":
An impressive number of t r e e s have been p l a c e c on t h e museum g r o u n d s since 1972, and t h e

F i r s t p l a n t i n g was i n 1974 when Ron Schearer p l a c e d 6 " L i t t l e L e a f Lindens" a l o n y the b r i c k
w a l k C a s t of t h e Gepot.

In 1976, t h e Wilson Conservation C l u b donated a l a r g e "L ibe r t y Tr e e " Maple which was p l a n t e d
n o r t h of t h e cs'scose in r e c o g n i t i o n of o u r Nat ion 's Bicentennial Ce lebra t ion .

Te n o r n a m e n t a l and shade t r e e s were l a t e r donated b y t h e town o f Wilson a n d , w i t h h e l p
f r o m Ron anc t h e water d i s t r i c t backhoe, were p l a n t e d west o f t h e new t r a n d s p o r t a t i o n b u i l d i n g .
2% =nis group were Crimson Map les , But tonwoods, S i l v e r M a p l e s , and Mountain Ash .

One o f t h e l a r g e s t p l a n t i n g s was i n 1981 when D r . and M r s . George Badger o f L o c k p o r t , who
cona ted t h e 4%acres of l a n d f o r "Hojack P a r k " , had f o r t y B l u e Spruce Everureens p l a c e d
12 f e e t a p a r t and 10 f e e t inside t h e n o r t h soundary l i n e o f t he museum prope r t y.

A l s o , in 1981, a Shademaster Locust was p l a n t e d by Maryanne Sharpe and h e r son , Tom, in
memory of Thomas L. Sharpe, and o ther memorial t r ees were l a t e r p l a n t e d in memory of Ray
A l l y e i e r b y h i s w i f e , Lor ine; a Mountain Ash i n memory O f Dorothy Thi lk b y t h e De lph ic C i r c l e ;
and a Ginko Tree in memory of deceased members of t h e Wilson Golden Age Club . Fou r White
Spruce Evergreens vere a l s o p l a n t e d by t h e Wilson I . 0 . 0 . F. in memory of Garnet te Upton, M i l l i e
Croop, Bern ie Messersmith, and a l l deceased members of Lodye No. 881 of Wilson.

T y o BracTord Pears were donated in 1985.in honor of D r . John F. Argue and Jean K. Argue 's
Golden Wedding Anniversary ty George and Dorothy Linnabery, and a Crimson Hawthornewas 2 l s o
donated in t h e i r honor by members of Jean's br idge c l u b consist ing of Lo is Jennings, Eleanor
Myers, Grace S inger, Dora Wakeman, Helen French, and Chr is t ine Kelman.

A l l t r e e s a r e ident ified wi th s m a l l p laques and a r e p u t in p l a c e by Elwin Upton . New
m a r k e r s w i l l have name of deceasec loved-one and t h e y e a r of death . Names of donors w i l l be
reco rded in t h e museum's Memorial Book which was donated by Richard Adams of Tonawanda, N . Y.

Grounds Chairman, E l t o n Kropp, and B i l l F r i t t o n , t r u s t e e , have a r e c o r d of a l l t r e e s p l e n t e d
as w e l l as t h e i r l oca t i on on t h e g r o u n d s .

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBER:

P lease welcome o u r l a t e s t new member, Leona E. Schumacher, of N o r t h Tonawanda, N . Y. a l s o
Melissa Brydéges of B u f f a l o . a
DID FATHER KNOW BEST?:

George Washington, t h e F a t h e r of o u r Count ry once s a i d , " R e l i g i o n and m o r a l i t y a r e
indispensable s u p p o r t s of g o v e r n m e n t , and na t i ona l m o r a l i t y cannot p r e v a i l if r e l i g i o u s
p r i n c i p l e s are e x c l u d e d . "

* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: Chi ldren need models more than t h e y need c r i t i c s .

* * ¥ * * * * * * *
i i r s D e t a c h anc R e t u r n . . . .... c c c c c c c e c e c e c e c e c e e e s e c e c c e e e s

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION PLEASE CHECK ONE N E W. . . . .RENEWAL.....
NAME. o e e e e e e e e e e c e e c e c e e e e e e e e e e e e e e c e c c e v e c e e c c e n c c c e e PHONE( . . . . . )eceececces
ADDRESS w a e s a 6 S 6 5 6 6 R e n e w n e m e w e s H E E R E S S d e m c e n o e P.O.BOX.«s e s s e e e s

C I T Y, STATE, ZIPs. c e c e c e c e c e c e c e c e e e e e c e c e c e c e c e c e c e n c e n e e e e c n e e c e c e e e s e e e u c e e n c e e e c e c c s

COUPLE (Please check) $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . JUNIOR MEMBERS

SINGLE $5.00 NAME... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e A g e . . . . . .

JUNIORS (under 18) $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . 1 Fe) A g e . . . . . .

LIFE MEMBER (each) $150.00 1 S )< r A g e . . . . . .

HONORARY (85 y r s . o r o l d e r ) F R E E . . . . .
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED hr ENDOWMENT FUND CONTRIBUTION Gecetes c a n e s

P lease make a l l checks payab le to t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Society and r e t u r n t o :
ANN A. FAERY 3285 West Lake Road Wilson, NY 14172
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WILSON HISTORY: .
The s o c i e t y ' s l a t e s t pub l i ca t i on , "Wi lson S k e t c h b o o k " , h a s been completed and i s ready

f o r d i s t r i bu t i on .
The 8%by 11 i n c h book w i l l be i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h 38 p i c t u r e s and approximately 175 pages

o f a r t i c l e s r e l a t e d t o t h e h i s t o r y o f Wilson.
I t was w r i t t e n b y t h e e d i t o r o f your h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y N e w s l e t t e r , and proo f - read b y

Wanda B u r r o w s o f B u r t , N Y.
The copy was re - tyned f o r pub l i ca t ion by Emma L o u Reppentine o f W i l s o n , and w i l l contain

a computerized cross index by Becky Baker H i l l of T i f fi n , Ohio.
The book is publ ished by Coleman P r i n t i n g of Niagara F a l l s , and t h e fi r s t e d i t i o n w i l l

be ava i l ab le a t t h e Memorial Day F a i r , and w i l l be s o l d f o r $15.00 a copy.
M a i l o r d e r s w i l l be accepted b u t must i nc l ude $3.00, ( t h e book r a t e ) f o r m a i l i n g and

h a n d l i n g . I f you p r e f e r t o h a v e a copy s e n t b y fi r s t c l a s s m a i l , t h e postage w i l l b e $5.00.
M a i l o r d e r reques ts f o r books may be addressed to Don C r o o p , Publications C h r m . , 4559 Ches t ‑

n u t Road, W i l s o n , NY 14172; Emma L o u Reppentine, 463 L a k e S t r e e t , W i l s o n , NY 14172; or
Wanda B u r r o w s , 2094 , No r th Beebe Road , B u r t , N Y 14028.* * * * * * * * * *
ANNUAL MEETING:

‘ h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w i l l h o l d i t s a n n u a l meet ing i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g a t
approximately 6:00 PMon June 1 6 t h .

The meet ing w i l l s t a r t w i t h a b o x lunch s o c i a l , and a f t e r l u n c h committee chairmen w i l l
be g i v e n an opportuni ty to r e p o r t on t h e p a s t y e a r ' s a c t i v i t i e s . The annual e l e c t i o n of
O f fi c e r s and t r u s t e e s w i l l f o l l o w .

C o s t of t h e b o x lunches has n o t been determined as t h i s is b e i n g w r i t t e n , b u t a l l w i l l c o s t
t h e same. The lunches w i l l b e prepared b y a committee c o n s i s t i n g o f Jane t Sporkeder, Dorothy
L i n n a h e r y, Barbara Mosher, L u c i l l e U p t o n , L u c i l l e T e r r y , and S h i r l e y Evans .

Reservations should be made by c o n t a c t i n g any of t h e committee members named above.* * * * * * * * * *
WE'VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY:

I t was A p r i l 1 8 , 1972, when a s m a l l number o f Wi lson res idents met to d iscuss t h e poss i ‑
b i l i t y o f f o rm ing a h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y i n t h e town o f Wi lson.

They met a t t h e home o f Do ro thy T h i l k , town h i s t o r i a n , anda D r . John F. Argue agreed t o
cha i r t h e group which included Whitney B a r n u m , town superv ior ; Haro ld M o s h e r, v i l l a g e mayor;
Just ice Jane Moxham; Jean Argue; Joseph Higg ins ; Anna Mae Nevins; Mildred M i d d l e t o n ; and
Norman T h i l k .

A g e n e r a l discussion was he ld to ou t l i ne thepossible aims and purpose f o r hav ing a soc ie ty
in W i l s o n , and a l i s t of prospective members was made up and inv i t ed to a t tend a new meeting
which was h e l d at t h e town h a l l on A p r i l 24 , 1972.

At t h i s meet ing, Whitney Barnum acted as temporary cha i rman , and sta ted t h a t D r . Argue haa
expressed a desire to donate t h e o l d ra i l r oad Gepot to soc ie t y f o r a meeting p l a c e and museum
should one b e s t a r t e d . Richard S o u t h a r d , town a t t o r n e y, was a l s o contacted and agreed t o a c t
as l e g a l advisor to the group.

Anna Mae Nevins made a mot ion , seconded by Jane Moxham, t h a t a h is to r i ca l soc ie ty be s t a r t e d ,
and t h e motion was approved b y t h e 40 persons in attendance. A nominating comm. was then
e l e c t e d c o n s i s t i n g o f Doro thy T h i l k , M i l d red M i d d l e t o n , Win i f red S t a c y , K a r l Wr igh t , ane Anna
Mae Nevins. A Cons t i tu t ion and B y - l a w s comm. was a l s o e l e c t e d made up of Marion Campb e l l ,
E l e a n o r M y e r s , L o i s Jennings, Joseph H i g g i n s , and Kay N e s s .

A t t h e n e x t meet ing i n town h a l l o n May 9 t h , 1972, t h e f o l l o w i n g members were e lected a s
t h e fi r s t o f fi c e r s and t r u s t e e s o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y : D r . John A r g u e , P r e s . ,
K a r l W r i g h t , V i c e - P r e s . , L a u r a E i c k , Recording S e c r e t a r y , M i l d red C r o o p , t r e a s u r e r , and E l l a
Mae B a k e r , Corresponding S e c r e t a r y .

F i ve t r u s t e e s were e l e c t e d i n c l u d i n g D o r a Wakeman and David W e i l e r , 1 year ; F loss ie L o r t z
and H e l e n Borngraeber, 2 years ; and Anna Mae N e v i n s , Joseph Higg ins , and Whitney B a r n u m , 3 y r s .

L e g a l t r a n s f e r o f t h e r a i l r o a d p r o p e r t y was made t o t h e town o f Wilson b y D r . A r g u e a t t h e
town h a l l on Oc tobe r 1 6 , 1972. In at tendance at t h i s meet ing were H e n r y DeLange, a t t y . f o r
D r . A r g u e ; Richard S o u t h a r d , a t t y . f o r t h e town of Wi lson; and Whitney B a r n u m , town superv isor.

The fi r s t meet ing in t h e o l d depot was h e l d on June 1 8 t h , 1973-- the r e s t is h i s t o r y .
* * * * * * * * * or

FINAL THOUGHT: Even t h e woodpecker owes h i s success to t h e f a c t t h a t he uses h i s head and keeps
peck ing away u n t i l h e fi n i s h e s t h e j o b h e s t a r t s .

LAST NOTICE

Yo u r dues must b e pa i c th rough A p r i l , 1992, t o rece ive t h e J u l y N e w s l e t t e r .
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EARLY FIELD DAYS BUILT FIRE COMPANY:
Consider ing t h e number of bad fi r e s t h a t occured in Wilson at t h e t u r n of t h e c e n t u r y, i t is

s u r p r i s i n g t h a t a fi r e company w a s n ' t s t a r t e d u p sooner t h a n i t was, y e t a f t e r t h e Masonic
B l o c k fi r e o f 1890 a p r o p o s i t i o n t o organ ize a fi r e company was p r e s e n t e dtw ice t o t h e v o t e r s ,
and twice was vo ted down.

On J u l y 1 0 , 1894, t h e h i s t o r i c o l d O n t a r i o H o t e l burned down t a k i n g t h e f rame Presbyterian
Church w i t h i t , and o n June 6 , 1896, t h e p r e t e n t i o u s Tower House was a l s o consumed b y flames.
O the r fi r e s l e v e l e d t h e B a p t i s t Church, t h e R.W.& O. depo t , and Steven 's F r u i t Warehouse.

I n 1899, H a c k e t t ' s G r o c e r y and t h e Honeywel l residence burned down, and 2 y e a r s l a t e r t h e
n o r t h s ide of Young S t r e e t was destroyed, w i t h one or two except ions. In 1913, when t h e Suther ‑
l a n d H o t e l burned down, t h e r e was s t i l l no fi r e company in Wilson.

I n 1923, p u b l i c apathy t u r n e d t o a c t i o n , and t h e l s t v o l u n t e e r fi r e company i n Wilson was
organ ized . The company was as p o o r as t h e p r o v e r b i a l "church m o u s e " , however, and meet ings
were h e l d each week w i t h orange c r a t e s used f o r s e a t s .

The fi r s t fi r e equipment consisted of two hose c a r t s borrowed f r o m t h e town of Newfane, and
fi r e d r i l l found firemen rac ing through t h e s t ree ts w i t h two men on the tongue and two more on
the ropes used t o p u l l t h e c a r t s .

In order to ra ise money f o r new equipment, the vo lun tee rs launched a number of fund-ra is ing
even ts , and the fi r s t was a bal loon dance he ld at Middleton's H a l l . Dozens of bal loons were
floa ted i n t o the air--some wi th d o l l a r b i l l s attached, and those lucky enough to fi n d one were
given f r e e admission to the dance.

The fi r e company h e l d i t s fi r s t annual F i e l d Day on August 30, 1924, and it s t a r t e d at ten
in the morning with " f r e e f o r a l l " horse and pony races. Twenty d o l l a r cash p r i zes were g iven
to the winners.

A parade was he ld at 1PM f e a t u r i n g 6 fi r e companies, 6 bands, and a l a r g e number of c i v i c
and church fl o a t s . The vo lun teers were proud o f t h e i r new company so t h e l i n e o f march s ta r t ed
at t h e n o r t h end of Lake S t r e e t , proceeded to t h e r a i l r o a d depo t , t hen counter marched back to
Young S t r e e t where i t headed west and disbanded at Youngstown Road.

A l l k inds o f events were p lanned d u r i n g t h e day inc lud ing a t u g - o f - w a r contest between t h e
l o n g - h a i r e d l a d i e s and those w i t h bobbed h a i r . Tr o u b l e was, they c o u l d n ' t fi n d enough l o n g ‑
ha i red l a d i e s to compete so a ba l l oon race was h e l d instead.

Boxes of candy were g iven to t h e lad ies and g e n t s who competed in t h e three- legged r a c e s ,
and boxes of c i g a r s were awarded to t h e fi r e companies w i t h men s t r o n g enough to win t h e i n t e r
company t u g - o f - w a r con tes ts .

Honeymoon races were staged f o r young c o u p l e s , and runn ing races were h e l d f o r women and
boys under t w e l v e . A p i e - e a t i n g c o n t e s t was timed f o r s p e e d - - n o tendurance, because t h e fi r e ‑
men were a f r a i d they c o u l d n ' t fi n d enough p i e s f o r a l o n g contes t .

Other a c t i v i t i e s included a penny scramble f o r t h e Chi ldren; peanut races f o r t h e women;
s a c k r a c e s f o r mixed c o u p l e s ; and q u o i t p i t c h i n g contests f o r b o t h men and women, b u t t h e h i g h
l i g h t of t h e day was a greased p i g scramble w i t h t h e p i g awarded as t h e p r i z e .

It was t r u l y an o l d fashioned fi e l d day p i c n i c in which t h e e n t i r e community t o o k p a r t , and
even t h e churches j o i n e d t o g e t h e r t o p r o v i d e food a t a s i n g l e church s t a n d . A f t e r n o o n and
evening conce r t s were p r o v i d e d by t h e On ta r i o Band, and an outdoor dance f rom seven u n t i l
m idn igh t rounded o u t t h e many events o f t h e d a y.

By March 1 4 , 1925, t h e new fi r e company was a b l e to acqu i re i t s fi r s t fi r e t r u c k , a LaFrance
Pumper, which i s s t i l l k e p t i n good running cond i t i on . Known as "O ld Be tsey " , t h e $12,000
t r u c k was acquired a f t e r e i g h t o f t h e company's v o l u n t e e r s signed a n o t e t o make t h e p u r c h a s e .

To d a y, t h e o l d fashioned fi e l d day is a t h i n g of t h e p a s t , and has been r e p l a c e d by a more
commercialized t y p e of event f e a t u r i n g c a r n i v a l r i d e s , e t c . , b u t o t h e r a t t rac t i ons l i k e home‑
made f o o d s , chicken chowder, and b ingo , have become p o p u l a r crowd p l e a s e r s .

The v o l u n t e e r s o f t h e 1920's g o t t h e i r new fi r e company o f f t o a good s t a r t , and any former
members s t i l l a round may w e l l be p r o u d of t h e p r e s e n t fi r e company which grew o u t of t h e i r
e f f o r t s n e a r l y 7 0 years ago.

Today, Wilson's Vo lun tee r F i r e Co . #1 serves many areas o f t h e community w i t h t h e i r w e l l
t r a i n e d fi r e p o l i c e ; wa te r rescue/scuba d ive r team; c e r t i fi e d "smoke divers" f o r fi r e rescue;
and a medical service team t h a t was I s t in t h e coun ty to p r o v i d e Advanced L i f e S u p p o r t to
a l l l o c a l res idents.

*x * * * * * *x * * *
BON MOT:

The g r e a t e s t oak was once a l i t t l e n u t t h a t h e l c i t s y r o u n d .
* * * * * * * * * *
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Kenneth E . W e l k e r , L o c k p o r t : F rom t h e e s t a t e o f I d a E r i o n ; 2 p o t t e r y j u g s ; 1 g a l l o n m i l k &
chemung s p r i n g w a t e r g l a s s j u g ; 2 e a r l y e l e c t r i c l i g h t b u l b s ; v e r y s m a i l o l d e l e c t r i c f a n ;
3 s t r a i g h t r a z o r s ; carved c h e r r y cane t h a t be longed t o I d a ' s f a t h e r , M r . Rohr ing ; a l s o mason
q u a r t j a r . Two insurance maps of v i l l a g e of Wilson by Sanborn Map Co (1911) 71931. Given in
memory of Samuel D. Brown.

Dor is Swick F r a s e r : 1919 Ye a r Book o f Wi lson H igh S c h o o l .
Marion Campbel l : Mus ica l c a r h o r n s which p l a y , "The Campbel ls a r e Coming". O r i g i n a l l y

used o n B i l l and L u c i l i e Campbell K i r c h o f f ' s c a r .
Mary L e C l a i r : G r e a t grandmother B a k e r ' s hand f a n .
G a r y P e t t i t : Oa rs f r o m M e r l e Wi lson 's B o a t L i v e r y.
Mary C l a r k : Bonnet made f o r Wi l son Centennial Ce leb ra t ion in 1958.
Barbara J. Wilson E s t a t e : 41 p iece W a l t e r Wilson Woodcarvings.
P h y l l i s ( G i f f o r d ) S t e w a r t , L o c k p o r t : Three p i c t u r e s t a k e n o f C h o i r , Band, and Chorus

(1936-37-38) (Some names r e c o r d e d on back)
Ronald and Cather ine Cumpsey, F l o r i d a : Two d o c t o r ' s bags t h a t were g iven to them by D r .

John B u r n s of Wi lson. Ronald was a p a i n t e r at Newfaneand had a summer business at Camp A l l e n
i n  O l c o t t .

B lanche W i l s o n , Newfane: 1981 i ssues of Time Magazine.
Judy Zaune r : Two c o l o r e d p i c t u r e s t a k e n o f B i l l y Sherman g r a v e and m a r k e r . F r a n k Massing

p l a n t e d fl o w e r s and p a i n t e d m a r k e r - - h e does a fi n e j o b o f keeping u p t h e h i s t o r i c s i t e .
Judy and Dan K i n g : B l u e c h r y s t a l p l a t e f r o m S t . P a u l ' s L u t h e r a n Church i n Wilson.
Don Croop: 9 aluminum g l a s s s t o r m windows anddozen wood window f rames f o r making d isp lay

cases i n Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g .
* ke &* & & %kK F&F k kK

ICE CREAM SOCIAL:
The Town o f Wi lson and t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty w i l l sponsor a band c o n c e r t and i c e

cream s o c i a l a t t h e museum grounds , Sunday a f t e r n o o n , Augus t 4 t h . This y e a r ' s even t w i l l have
a m i l i t a r y theme to honor o u r servicemen involved in ope ra t i on " D e s e r t S t o r m " .

ek & Fk kK kK F kK ke F
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: Rober t B . P a r k h i l l o f Sanborn , NY;
N e a l and Donna Wixon o f B u f f a l o , NY; Harvey B e u t e o f Ka lamazoo , M i c h . ; J u l i a G. McCoy, Norwich,
CT; Bruce and Lee La Man l i a , Wilson; and Frank S c o t t , J r . o f Deser t Pa lm, Ca l i f o rn i a .

Members may be interested to know t h a t Frank S c o t t is a d i rec t descendent of Reuben and h i s
son L u t h e r Wilson. If some of you a r e f a n s of t h e Lawrence Welk show, you may have seen Frank
on TV as he was t h e p i a n i s t f o r t h e orchestra up to 1970. He may s t i l l be seen on Saturday
n igh t re - runs on PBS.

a a a 2
LIBRARY ON "HOME STRETCH":

A chal lenge g r a n t f o r $23,000 f rom the Western New York Foundation may make it poss ib le f o r
t h e Wilson F r e e L ib ra ry to complete renovation of t h e o l d b u i l d i n g and fi n i s h t h e new
a d d i t i o n , however, to receive t h e money the l i b r a r y must r a i s e $46,000--double the amount of the
cha l l enge g r a n t .

We l les V. Moo t , pres ident of the foundation sa id t h a t t r us tees were de l igh ted to be ab le to
a s s i s t w i t h t h e renovat ion and " w e r e amazed at t h e number of d o l l a r s t h e l i b r a r y had been a b l e
t o p u t t o g e t h e r . '

J e a n S i d d a l l , d i r e c t o r , s a i d t h e l i b r a r y h a s a l s o rece i ved funds f r o m t h e Niagara Foundation
t o purchase f u r n i t u r e f o r t h e read ing room, and a p p l i c a t i o n s have been made t o o t h e r f o u n d a ‑
t i o n s t o cove r c o s t o f book she lv ing and o t h e r f u r n i t u r e .

A “ f r i e n d s o f t h e l i b r a r y " i s b e i n g f o r m e d , and S y l v i a McQuaig w i l l b e p u b l i c i t y chairman.
* * €F€ *F* F* kK &€ kK ke &

MUSEUM V I S I T:
I t was a p l e a s a n t day on May 1 4 t h when Georgeann Busch and h e r c l a s s f r o m Thomas Marks School

walked t o t h e museum where they were g r e e t e d b y Sara B e r r y and Don Croop . A f t e r a t o u r o f t h e
b u i l d i n g s , t h e youngs te rs were t r e a t e d t o some cookies and j u i c e b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g t o school .

A p a c k e t of l e t t e r s was l a t e r received f r o m t h e ch i ld ren thank ing t h e hostesses f o r showing
them around t h e museum. Each l e t t e r was hand-wri t ten and had a p i c t u r e at t h e t o p showing what
they l i k e d best - -drawings included g u n s , swords, cannon b a l l s , caboose, and c a r s . A l l l e t t e r s
were o r i g i n a l , b u t one t h a t c a u g h t o u r eye came f r o m Jamie who w r o t e : "Dear M r . Coop and M r s .
P a r r y : Thank y o u f o r l e t t i n g u s cum t o t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y. I l i k e t h e caboose . " O u r
compliments to Ms. Busch f o r h e r we l l -behaved , a t t en t i ve group o f youngs te rs .

Any t i m e you wou ld r e a l l y l i k e t o "make y o u r d a y " , j u s t h o s t a g r o u p o f c h i l d r e n th rough
t h e Wi lson Museum--i t 's an inv igo ra t i ng experience.

* * %kF* %& %*8 *F %* %K *& *

MORE OUTLETS FOR "WILSON SKETCHBOOK":
I n o r d e r t o make t h e s o c i e t y ' s new p u b l i c a t i o n , "Wilson Sketchbook" more accessib le t o area

r e s i d e n t s , copies may now b e purchased a t t h e Wilson Town H a l l . P lease a s k f o r e i t h e r Wanda
Bur rows or Emma L o u Reppent ine.

The book may a l s o be purchased f r o m Sara Berry, (751-6757); St imson's Antique Coun t ry B a r n
Shoppe, 578 Lake S t r e e t ; o r t h e Wilson Museum d u r i n g v i s i t i n g h o u r s . A l l p roceeds f r o m t h e s a l e
o f t h e book w i l l b e n e fi t t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y. P r i ce o f t h e book i s $15.00 a copy.

Books ordered by m a i l shou ld be addressed to Don Croop, 4559 Chestnut Road, Wi lson, NY 14172.
P l e a s e e n c l o s e $18.00, (mai l ing and hand l i ng ) and make a l l checks payable to Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc .

The book i s s e l l i n g w e l l , s o i f you would l i k e a copy o f t h e I s t e d i t i o n , w e suggest you
p l a c e y o u r o r d e r soon.

ee kF kK & & kk & &
SOUNDINGS:

L i f e can o n l y be understood by look ing backwa
* * * a ~~r d , b u t i t must be l i v e d by look ing forward .
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SUCCESSFUL FAIR:
E a r l y fi g u r e s i nd i ca te t h a t t h e recen t Memorial Day F a i r was a g r e a t success , and D a r r e l l

and S a l l y Smi th , c o - c h r m . , w ish t o thank everyone who p a r t i c i p a t e d f o r do ing such a good j o b .
A sho r t age of v o l u n t e e r s t h i s y e a r * was compensated f o r by a number of non-members who
g rac i ous l y o f f e r e d to h e l p o u t where needed, and t h e s o c i e t y i s deep ly g r a t e f u l t o :

Micky and S h i r l e y H u n t e r ; C a r o l Townsend; Hank J o n e s ; Rache l Amadeo; J im and Faye
P i s e l l o ; Tony D e l g r o s s ; E d Janicke; J o y c e L i c a t t a ; E l izabeth Senese; L o r e t t a P a u l u s ;
George and A l t h e a Montgomery; ; V i c k i Waple; Landon D a r n e l l ; Laura Murawski; John Fowler ;
B a r r y Yo u s e t t ; K y l e Yo u s e t t ; Dan H a r e ; and Tom M i t a l s k i . W ea l s o wish t o thank Judy Streams
and Becky A l b r i g h t f o r h e l p i n g w i t h t h e museum d i s p l a y.

More f a i r information may be ava i lab le a f t e r t h e committee meet ing scheduled f o r June 27 th .* * * * * * * * * *
QUILT WINNER:

Ruth Moore o f C l a r e n c e , N Y, was t h e l u c k y winner o f t h e " B i r d Q u i l t " r a f fl e d a t t h i s y e a r ' s
Memorial Day F a i r . The b e a u t i f u l q u i l t was made b y B e t t y Stimson o f Wilson.

S i x a d d i t i o n a l p r i z e s o f hand-made items were awarded a s f o l l o w s : Afghan, C a r o l Townsend o f
L o c k p o r t ; Pennsylvania Du tch W a l l Hanging, Joan Gap of O n t a r i o , Canada; S c a r e Crow D o l l ,
Blanche Wilson o f Newfane; D o l l Q u i l t , J u d i t h Haro ld o f Ph i lade lph ia , PA; Ta b l e c l o t h , Don
Kirwin o f Wilson; and C h i l d ' s Q u i l t , N i l a Weaver o f L o c k p o r t .

Qu i l t Chrm, B e t t y St imson, wishes to thank everyone who purchased q u i l t t i c k e t s or helped
o u t in any way. * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

C l a r e n c e G. N a b l o , 7 4 , a n a t i v e of W i l son , d i e d June 1 3 , 1991, at Inter-Community H o s p i t a l
at Newfane. He was a custom cab ine t maker and owner of N a b l o ' s Woodcraft and G i f t Shop at
B r i s t o l C e n t e r . H e r e t u r n e d t o Wilson i n 1983.

He was a member of E x l e y Un i ted Methodist C h u r c h , t h e Townl ine Ret i rees Bowling League, and
h e jo ined t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i n 1986.

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , Jeanne; a daughter, C a r o l N. Townsend of L o c k p o r t ; and two
g ra n dch i l d r en . B u r i a l was i n Greenwood Cemetery, W i l son , w i t h Rev. Don F o l e y and Rev. Timothy
Huber o f fi c i a t i n g .

* * * * * * * *k * *
ANNUAL MEETING:

The annua l meeting on June 17 th s t a r t e d at 6:30 PMw i t h a box soc ia l supper cons is t ing of
t u r k e y, cheese, and ham wi th r o l l ; po ta to sa lad ; c a r r o t s , c e l e r y s t i c ks and radishes; f r e s h
f r u i t cup; brownies; iced tea and c o f f e e . The nour ishing warm weather meal was prepared,
boxed, and served by Barbara Mosher, Chrm., Janet Nas lund , Winnie Te r r y , Emily McAvoy, Janet
Spo r l ede r, Dorothy Linnabery, Sh i r l e y Evans, and Mary T. Leninhan.

The meeting was opened by John Myers, President, wo asked Pam G r o f f to read the minutes
f r o m t h e l a s t Board of D i rec tor meeting. Committee r e p o r t s were then g iven by Don Croop f o r
the by- laws and pub l ica t ions committee; a l s o f o r t he acqu is i t ions comm. in the absence of Lo is
Jennings, Chrm. Other repor t s and remarks were made by Dan King, Finanace Chrm; Celeste
Craw fo rd , L ibrary and Genealogical Chrm.; Jan Spo r l ede r, h i s to r i ca l s i t e s ; and Don Burrows,
I s t Vice-President. E lec t ion of o f fi c e r s and committee chairmen f o r n e x t year were approved
a s  f o l l o w s :

John Myers , Pres ident ; Don B u r r o w s , l s t Vice-Pres; Norm M a c A s k i l l , 2nd Vice-President;
Kathy K r a a t z and Bobbie H u l l , Recording Sec re ta r i es ; H e l e n S t e v e n s , Corresponding S e c r e t a r y ;
and C a r o l e Schnoo r, T r e a s u r e r . Three Trus tees t o J u n e , 1994 , w i l l b e Dan K i n g , N e t t i e St imson,
and L o i s Barnum.

Nominees f o r Committee Chairmen were e l e c t e d a s f o l l o w s : L o i s Jennings, A c q u i s i t i o n s ;
Don Croop , By-Laws; C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , Genealogica l ; H e l e n C l a r k , Hos tesses ; Maryanne Sharpe,
Housekeeper; J a n S p o r l e d e r, H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s ; C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d , L i b r a r y ; Anne F a e r y, Member‑
sh ip ; L o i s Jennings, Memorial ; Don Croop , Publ icat ions/Newsletter; Barbara Mosher, Programs;
"Chuck" B ranch , Photography; Emma S c h r a d e r, Refreshments; and L u c i l l e Upton, Ways & Means.
There were no nominations f o r F a i r Chairman or P u b l i c i t y Chairman.

A r o u n d o f app lause was g i v e n t o Pam G r o f f i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e fi n e j o b she d i d a Record ‑
i n g S e c r e t a r y o v e r t h e p a s t two y e a r s .* * * * * * * * * *
PROMINENT SON:

Ashley G a l e , J r . , o f C h a r l o t t e , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , g rew u p i n Wilson and g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wilson
C e n t r a l S c h o o l i n 1943. H e l a t e r g r a d u a t e d f r o m H o b a r t C o l l e g e , New Yo r k , i n 1950. H e has
k e p t i n t o u c h w i t h h i s o l d home town and i n 1987 became a L i f e Member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y. He r e c e n t l y rece ived t h e Sou th Caro l ina H o s p i t a l Associat ion's D is t i ngu ished Serv ice
Award which i s made t o persons who have con t r i bu ted s i g n i fi c a n t l y t o h e a l t h c a r e i n t h a t s t a t e .

M r . G a l e j o i n e d t h e Duke Endowment, a p r i v a t e f o u n d a t i o n , i n 1961, and was named d i r e c t o r
o f i t s h o s p i t a l d i v i s i o n i n 1980. Ash ley i s t h e s o n o f t h e l a t e Ash ley G a l e and R u t h Peuchen
of N o r t h Tonawanda, and he has t h r e e s i s t e r s , B a r b a r a , C a t h e r i n e , and J u d i t h .* * * * * * * * * *
"HOJACK" TELEGRAPHER:

M r s . F l o r e n c e McElwaine C l a r k of Tonawanda was 89 y e a r s o l d when she v i s i t e d t h e Wilson
Museum d u r i n g t h e 1979 Memorial Day F a i r . She sa id t h a t she once worked at t h e depot as a
t e l e g r a p h e r and t i c k e t salesman f o r M r . P a t t e r s o n , and l i v e d a few doors f r o m t h e s t a t i o n i n
t h e house now owned by Don and Judy Streams. She a t tended schoo l in Rochester and came to
Wilson in 1916. When she l e f t W i l son , she worked at B u r t ; and a l s o Adams on t h e Adirondack
sect ion o f t h e Rome, Wa te r t own , and Ogdensburg R a i l r o a d , b e t t e r known as t h e "Ho jack " .

* * * * * * * * * *
TAXATION is a system of p l u c k i n g t h e goose to g e t t h e mos t fea the rs w i t h t h e l e a s t h i s s i n g ,

w h i l e those who t a l k about s t r e t c h i n g a d o l l a r haven ' t K e p t u p w i t h now t h e buck i s shr ink ing .
* * * * * i * * * *
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BOARD ACTION & REPORTS: 5

Motion made and approved to p l a c e crushed s tene by caboose so t r a c k s may be l a i d f o r w o r k
c a r . Mot ion was a l s o approved to r u n w a t e r l i n e s to e a s t and west s i d e of Barnum B u i l d i n g at
est imated c o s t of $250--to be charded to Barnum B u i l d i n g b u d g e t .

A reques t f r o m Haro ld Mosher to u s e grounds f o r a band conce r t on Augus t 4 t h was approved,
and a motion was made b y E d A l l g e i e r , seconded b y D a n K i n g , t o h o l d i c e cream s o c i a l dur ing
t h e conce r t . Motion approved.

A request to t h e Board to s e t up a b e e r t e n t f o r a count ry-western type jamboree was voted
down i n deference t o a l o n g s t a n d i n g p o l i c y o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty n o t t o a l l o w s a l e o f
a lcoho l i c beverages on t h e grounds.

A l e t t e r was r e a d f r o m Wa l t e r Moxham, a t t y . , s t a t i n g t h a t t h e soc ie t y would be t h e b e n e fi ‑
c i a r y of a collection of carved wood ducks f r o m t h e e s t a t e of t h e l a t e Barbara J. Wilson. Two
o f h e r p a i n t i n g s were a l s o g i v e n t o t h e s o c i e t y.

A l e t t e r was read f r o m Kay N e s s , t r u s t e e o f t h e Wi lson F r e e L i b r a r y , thank ing t h e s o c i e t y f o r
s t o r i n g t h e l i b r a r y ' s books i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g .

Ted G r o c k i , h i g h schoo l p r i n c i p a l , n o t i fi e d t h e s o c i e t y t h a t Barbara Lynn F a r e and E l t o n
L l o y d P a r k e r w i l l rece ive t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y ' s awards o n C l a s s n i g h t t o t h e b e s t h i s t o r y
s t u d e n t s .

Norm M a c A s k i l l r e p o r t e d o n a meet ing o f t h e L o c a l H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t i e s t o b e h e l d a t t h e
B u f f a l o and E r i e Co. h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y o n J u l y 1 3 t h . H e l a t e r r e p o r t e d o n t h e meeting a t t h e
s o c i e t y ' s a n n u a l meet ing o n J u l y 1 7 t h , and s a i d t h a t Judson Heck o f Newfane was one o f t h e
p r i n c i p l e s p e a k e r s .

* * * * *k * * * * *
TOURISM CAN HELP COMMUNITY:

A r e c e n t tour-managers v i s i t to p o i n t s of i n t e r e s t in Niagara C o u n t y, promoted by t h e Niagara
Coun ty Tourism comm., inc luded Wi l son , and ind ica t i ons t h a t t h e promotion may be bear ing f r u i t
i s seen i n "Freedom F i r s t " , t h e May/June 1991 N e w s l e t t e r o f t h e F i r s t Nat iona l Bank o f P e n n s y l ‑
vania. Under a scheduled Day To u r on J u l y 11 t h it s t a t e s , "We w i l l be t r a v e l i n g to Lockpor t
to board a c a n a l b o a t and go t h r o u g h t h e l o c k s . A f t e r l u n c h , o u r day continues w i t h a v i s i t to
t h e Wilson Caboose and H i s t o r i c a l Museum which houses ant ique cars and t r u c k s . O r you may
choose to browse among t h e s m a l l shops in t h e town o f Wi l son . "

W emay have more v i s i t o r s a s t h e word g e t s a round , and w e would suggest t h a t o u r museum
committee b e aware o f t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r h o s t s and h o s t e s s e s .* * * * * * * * * *
NEW PLANTINGS:

E l t o n Kropp, grounds ch rm. , has announced t h a t t he Marks fami ly have planted a sycamore
t r e e on t h e grounds in memory of t h e l a t e Edward Marks.

A Thundercloud Flowering Plumb and Forsyth ia Bush have a l s o been planted in the nor theas t
corner o f t h e park ing l o t , cour tesy o f Miss F l o s s i e L o r t z .* * * * * * * * * *
TABLE NEEDED: Le

Dorothy Maxfie ld , c u r a t o r , i s l ook ing f o r a sma l l wood t a b l e f o r use in t h e wai t ing room.
I f you have one about t h e s ize of a ca rd t a b l e t h a t you 'd l i k e to s e l l or donate, p l e a s e
contac t  Doro thy. * * * * * * * * * *
CHARTER MEMBERS:

A t a n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l meet ing o f t h e s o c i e t y o n May 9 , 1972, Win i f red S t a c y made a mot ion,
seconded by John C o w l e s , t h a t to be a c h a r t e r member, persons must a t t e n d two of t h e fi r s t fi v e
meetings. Motion was approved.

According to at tendance reco rds on May 9 t h ; May 2 4 t h ; June 28 th ; J u l y 17 th ; and Aug. 2l1sr;
t h e f o l l o w i n g members q u a l i fi e d a s C h a r t e r Members o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y : ( * ) a f t e r
name denotes deceased.

Diane A l b r i g h t ; Es the r A l b r i g h t ; H a r o l d A l b r i g h t ( * ) ; Jean Argue; D r . John Argue ( * ) ; E l l a
Mae B a k e r ; L o i s Barnum; Whitney Barnum ( * ) ; S a r a B e r r y ; H e l e n Borngraeber; C h e r y l Brown;
M e r r i t t Cake ( * ) ; Marion Campbel l ; Ve rna C a u fi e l d ( * ) ; E l izabeth C o l e ; James Cowles; L o r e t t a
Cowles; Shelby Cow les ; Donald Croop; Mi ld red Croop ( * ) ; Susan Cruickshank; E l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l ;
Laura E i c k ; M i ld red Faraday; W i n i f r e d F ischer ; Mary Gamble; Marguer i te Geiser; E l l e n Go lde ;
Mar ie t ta Goodman; Susan Goodnight; Joseph Higg ins ( * ) ; Rake r ; P h y l i s H u r s t ( * ) ; B u r t Jennings ( * ) ;
L o i s Jennings; Myra K a r s t e n ( * ) ; Nancy K e n t ; E l t o n Kropp ; June Kropp; Frances Landy; Dorothy
L o r t ; Edward L o r t ( * ) ; F loss ie L o r t z ; Edna M a r t i n ; M i l d red Middleton ( * ) ; E l e a n o r Mye rs ; John
M y e r s ; Anna Mae Nev ins ; Z i l pha P e t t y ; Mar ie Reyno lds ( * ) ; P a t r i c i a R i c e ; H e l e n S a y e r ; A r t h u r
Schnoor; G e r t r u d e Schnoor; C a r o l e Schnoor ; C. Richard S c h u l t z ; Susan S c h u l t z ; Thomas Sharpe ( * ) ;
G r a c e S i n g e r ; S h i r l e y Smi th ; Rex S t a c y ; W i n i f r e d S t a c y ; M i t c h e l l Stevenson; H e l e n S t e v e n s ;
B e t t y St imson; N e t t i e St imson; G e r r y Swann; D o r i s T a r r ( * ) ; A l b e r t Ta y l o r ( * ) ; Cather ine Ta y l o r ;
D o r o t h y T h i l k ( * ) ; Susan T h i l k ; Doro thy Tr a c e y ; Te r r e n c e U p t o n ; Dora Wakeman; David Wei ler ;
Mabel Wilson ( * ) ; Gwen Wr igh t ( * ) ; and K a r l Wr igh t ( * ) .

* * * * * * * * * *
WORTH REPEATING:

A r a r e book pub l i shed in B u f f a l o i n 1843, t e l l s o f t h e t r i a l s and t r i bu la t i ons o f Benjamin
Wa i t , a res ident o f Wi lson, who p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e Upper Canada Rebel l ion o f 1837. According
t o t h e b o o k , "Wa i t ' s N a r r a t i v e " , h e was c a p t u r e d and sentenced t o t h e g a l l o w s , b u t th rough
personal a p p e a l s to t h e E a r l of Dunham by h i s w i f e , h i s sentence was reduced to e x i l e and im
p r i s o n m e n t i n Van Dieman's L a n d , A u s t r a l i a .

M r s . Wait l i v e d in L o c k p o r t w i t h f r i ends wh i l e h e r husband was imprisoned, b u t 4 yea rs l a t e r
h e escaped and r e t u r n e d t o t h e Niagara F ron t i e r where h e was bel ieved t o have aga in made h i s
home in Wilson.

The source f o r t h i s u n u s u a l b i t of h i s t o r y came f r o m t h e l a t e D r . John Argue who obtained
a copy o f W a i t ' s Nar ra t i ve f r o m D r . John Donavan o f Lockport.

* * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: Blessed a r e t h e y who c l e a n uw!
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LIBRARY HELPED FUTURE LIBRARIANS:
J u d i t h Jennejahn, t h e daughter of Sara B e r r y and t h e l a t e F r e d B e r r y of Wi lson, became

i n t e r e s t e d i n l i b r a r y w o r k when she was a j u n i o r a t Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l . I t was h e r l o v e
of books and p e o p l e a n d p a r t t ime w o r k at t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y, t h a t gave h e r t h e incentive
t o cont inue working i n l i b r a r i e s u n t i l she gradua ted f r o m SUNY B r o c k p o r t i n 1958.

I n 1969, she earned a m a s t e r ' s degree i n l i b r a r y s t u d i e s f r o m SUNY Geneseo, and r e t u r n e d
to B r o c k p o r t in 1984 a f t e r hav ing se rved as a teacher and l i b r a r i a n in Spencerpor t and Ogden.
Dur ing t h i s t ime she acquired t h e s k i l l s t h a t enabled h e r t o r e t u r n t o B r o c k p o r t a s head o f
L i b r a r y Acqu is i t i ons .

Some p e o p l e might t h i n k t h a t l i b ra r i ans j u s t say " q u i e t p l e a s e " o r j u s t "stamp books " , b u t
t h e r e is a l i t t l e more to i t . A t B r o c k p o r t , Jud i t h is respons ib le f o r t h e a c q u i s i t i o n o f
s e r i a l s and monographs f o r t h e l i b r a r y which might be compared to a budget coord inator in a
business.

She r e c e n t l y s t a r t e d a monthly l i s t of acquis i t ions and created an app rova l s l i p program
to he lp departmental coordinators g e n e r a t e o r d e r s , and she a l s o is responsible f o r the purchase
o f U .S . Government pub l i ca t i ons and co-edi tor o f the New Yo r k Periodical Index.

Since 1972, the Sta te Univers i ty of New York has honored i t s most outstanding employees
with t h e Chancel lor 's Award--the most coveted recogn i t i on in the SUNY system. This y e a r, Judi th
was one of t h e f o u r Brockpor t employees selented to receive t h e commendation.

While a t tend ing school in Wilson, Juc i t h worked in t h e Wilson L ib ra ry under t h e l a t e Grace
Smith, as d i d he r s i s t e r , P r i c i i l a B. Smiley, who is c u r r e n t l y L ib ra r ian of Veter inary Medicine
at the Univers i ty of I l l i n o i s .

The l a t e Marie Reynolds, who assisted Grace Smith, became L ib ra r ian when Grace d ied , and
one o f her student he lpe rs was Prudy Davis Bur rows , who became Marie 's assistant l i b ra r ian .
Prudy i s now working i n t h e Wilson Cent ra l School L i b r a r y.

Another o f Mar ie ' s he lpe rs was "Becky" Bake r ( H i l l ) , who i s now L ib ra r ian a t t h e President
R u t h e r f o r d B . Hayes L i b r a r y i n F r e m o n t , Ohio.

P h y l l i s H a g e m a n , J r. , a l s o g o t h e r s t a r t i n t h e Wilson L i b r a r y and i s p r e s e n t l y t h e Assistant
L i b r a r i a n under M r s . Jean S i d d a l l .

As t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y continues to expand and improve i t s serv ices in t h e community,
i t i s reasonab le to assume t h a t m o r e young p e o p l e w i l l be encouraged to work t h e r e and make
a c a r e e r o f l i b r a r y w o r k .

A l s o , i f you s t o p t o t h i n k about i t , what b e t t e r reason cou ld one have t o make a s p e c i a l
con t r ibu t ion to t h e l i b r a r y ' s c u r r e n t renovat ion and b u i l d i n g f u n d p r o j e c t .

* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS IN THE SUN:

The Wilson Gnost ic G u i l d r e c e n t l y ce lebra ted t h e i r 5 0 t h y e a r a t a dinner p a r t y h e l d at t h e
Basin Marina R e s t a u r a n t , when c h a r t e r members, Ru th P h i l l i p s , Beat r ice Rockwood, and V i r g i n i a
N icho ls were honored. I t has been t h e g o a l of Gnos t i c to s u p p o r t t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y,
and each y e a r p a r t o f t h e membership dues i s con t r i bu ted f o r t h a t pu rpose . Members a r e a l s o
a c t i v e i n t h e c u r r e n t d r i v e t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g f u n d .

* * * * * * * * * *
Anne Rohr ing , Wilson a r t i s t , r e c e n t l y p r e s e n t e d a p o r t r a i t o f how t h e New Wilson F r e e L ib ra ry

w i l l l o o k t o "Peg" F r i t t o n , President o f t h e l i b r a r y ' s board o f d i r e c t o r s . The l a r g e w a t e r ‑
c o l o r p a i n t i n g was p u t o n e x h i b i t a t t h e Hamilton & C l a r k Bu i l d i ng o n Young S t r e e t , Wilson.

* * * * * * * * * *
HISTORIC DATA COPIED:

When L e s C l a r k o f Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a , v i s i t e d Wilson t o a t t e n d t h e Memorial Day F a i r , h e
managed to fi n d t ime to make copies of t h e fi r s t v i l l a g e survey and incorporet ion papers as
w e l l a s t h e e l e c t i o n n o t i c e . The survey, dated March 24 , 1858, was signed b y E .V.W. D o x ,
S . P a r s o n , and Seorge B . Wilson. The e l e c t i o n n o t i c e was signed b y R . C . Ho lmes, Dud l e y F r i s h ,
and James G . . 0 . Brown. S e v e r a l pages a r e devoted to t h e l i s t i n g of t h e names of a l l residents
l i v i n g w i t h i n t h e c o r oration l i m i t s in 1858, as w e l l as t h e number of residents in each house‑
h o l d w i t h a t o t a l o f 715 recorded .

* * * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING:

The Board of Directors w i l l meet at t h e museum, Wed. , S e p t . l l t h , at 7:30 PM
* * + * * * * * * *

BON MOT: G o l f is l i k e taxes--you d r i v e hard to g e t to t h e green , anc wine Up in t h e ho le
kok ek KkokokOkOk °
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GOLDEN WEDDING BELLS:

L t . C o l . F l oyd and Beat r ice Hicks were honored w i t h a recep t i on f o r r e l a t i v e s and f r i ends
a t t h e E l k ' s Lodge i n S . San F r a n c i s c o , C a . O u t - o f - t o w n gues ts inc luded Marion Winger and
Agnes Shanahan of Wilson. F l o y d r e t i r e d f r o m t h e army in 1955, and t h e 12 th D i s t . Federal -Re‑
serve Bank in 1973. "Bea" is Regent of L a P u e r t a De O r a Chap te r of t h e DAR; S t a t e Recording Sec.
o f Daughters o f American C o l o n i s t s ; S t a t e P r e s . o f Daugh te rs o f F landers and P a t r i o t s o f America;
and member of t h e Golden G a t e C o l o n y of New England Women.

G e o r g e and Marge Lederhouse of Ransomville were honored w i t h a surp r i se recep t ion f o r 200
guests i n t h e F r e e Methodist Church, R a n s o m v i l l e , and o n J u l y 4 t h , a n ann iversary dinner f o r
f a m i l y and f r i e n d s was h e l d at t h e Wi lson House I n n . G e o r g e r e t i r e d f r o m Carborundum a f t e r 38
years , and Marge t a u g h t schoo l f o r 2 3 yea rs - -3 i n a r u r a l s c h o o l , and 2 0 a t t h e S tevenson E l e ‑
mentary Schoo l in Ransomville. B o t h a r e a v i d b o w l e r s and Marge was se lec ted Sen io r of t h e yea r
a c o u p l e years ago at t h e Newfane Golden Age C l u b .

"Ted " and Me lva Car r i gan B u l l , Ches tnu t R d . , N e w f a n e , repeated t h e i r marr iage vows a t E x l e y
U.M. C h u r c h , and celebrated t h e i r ann ive rsa ry on t h e 3 0 t h a t t h e Sou th Wilson F i r e H a l l . Ted
is a v e t e r a n o f W o r l i War I I and r e t i r e e o f Har r i son Rad ia to r D i v. o f GMC. M e l v a , a na t i ve o f
Wi l son , worked abou t 12 years at t h e F e i t M i l l in Newfane.

Archie and Z i l p h a P e t t y observed t h e i r ann ive rsa ry in A p r i l w h i l e in F l o r i d a , b u t on June 30
a r e c e p t i o n f o r f a m i l y and f r i e n d s was h e l d a t t h e home o f t h e i r d a u g h t e r, D r . A r t h u r (Judy)
Kane. Arch ie became a Math teacher at Wilson C e n t r a l in 1957, and l a t e r was a guidance Coun ‑
s e l o r . Z i l pha was o n t h e s c h o o l f a c u l t y and c o n s u l t a n t f o r remedial read ing , a l s o member o f DAR.

Sam and M a r y McCoy, Lake R d . , B u r t , observed t h e i r 50 th anniversary at home w i t h f a m i l y and
c l o s e f r i e n d s . They were marr ied June 2 8 t h , 1941, and Sam is a r e t i r e e of Harr isons Div.,GMC.

Haro ld and Neva L a t t a Benedict o f Wilson ce leb ra ted t h e i r anniversary at t h e Wilson Conser ‑
v a t i o n C lub w i t h f a m i l y and f r i e n d s . Haro ld is a r e t i r e d independant t r u c k e r and member of t h e
American Leg ion . Neva is a member of t h e Niagara F a l l s C h a p t e r, DAR.* * * * * * * * * *
AROUND THE MUSEUM:

You may have not iced how n i c e t h e museum grounds have been k e p t up t h i s summer--trees trimmed;
t r a s h disposed o f ; d i r t l e v e l e d o f f where needed, e t c . We be l ieve t h a t E l t o n K r o p p , grounds
c h r m . , deserves a p a t on t h e back as w e l l as o t h e r s who ' ve g iven him a hand.

We a l s o noted t h a t Elwood and Bess McKelvey have been busy touching up t h e wheels on t h e
caboose , and t h e ' v e a l s o been work ing on t h e o l d fi r e hose c a r t . He would l i k e to fi n d a n o z z l e
and hose to "dress up" the o l d r e l i c - - i t would make a n ice exh ib i t f o r the breezeway.

Wa l l y Goodman said t h a t improvements a r e coming a l o n g s l o w l y in the car b u i l d i n g , and we 've
noted t h a t new th ings a r e appearing in t h e F i t t r o Shop--even though Ed A l i g e i e r has been p r e t t y
husy chasing t h e b i g ones ou t on the l a k e .* * * * * * * * * *

a . ‑
CHALLENGER:

Maxine Jones has been endorsed by the Democratic Comm. of Wilson to run f o r t h e pos i t i on
of Town Superv isor. Maxine, an ac t i ve member of E x l e y United Methodist Church and t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty, has been a resident o f Wilson f o r 2 6 years . During t h i s time she has been
Comm. Chrm. of Boy Scout Troop No. 66 as w e l l as t reasuer and chairman of t h e Wilson Democratic
Committee. From 1972 to 1977 she was town of Wilson Water C l e r k , a l s o executive assistant to
t h e town sSuovervisor f r o m 1972 to 1981.

I n a d d i t i o n t o do ing v o l u n t e e r w o r k w i t h t h e Thomas M a r k s PTA, she has a l s o capab ly managed
t h e Food B u i l d i n g f o r t h e l a s t t h r e e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y Memorial Day Fai rs .

Maxine f e e l s t h a t h e r v o l u n t e e r work and years of experience as a town employee have g iven
h e r t h e experience and q u a l i fi c a t i o n s necessary t o r u n f o r t h e p o s i t i o n o f Town Superv isor.* * * * * * * * * *
ICE CREAM SOCIAL:

L o i s Barnum, Judy K ing , and Emma Lou Reppentine co-chaired t h e r e c e n t s u c c e s s f u l I c e Cream
S o c i a l which was h e l d in con junct ion w i t h t h e town-sponsored Band Conce r t and Recogn i t ion Day
f o r a l l W i l son 's ve te rans o f p a s t w a r s . Welcome address was g iven by Mayor K . Char les Branch.

H a r o l d Mosher, superv i so r, introduced t h e gues t s p e a k e r, C o l . P a u l R . Cooper, Group Commander
o f t h e 914 th TAG, Niagara F a l l s A i r f o r ce B a s e , who po in ted o u t t h a t t h e i r j o b was made much
eas ie r d u r i n g t h e G u l f War because of t h e tremendous s u p p o r t civen t h e t roops by t h e f o l k s back
home. M r . Mosher t h e n read o f f a l i s t o f t h e Wilson men and women who serveée i n t h e c o n fl i c t .

Fo l l ow ing per fo rmances by t h e "23 Skidoos" and “Queen C i t y S t r u t t e r s " , a c e r t i fi c a t e of r e c o ‑
n i t i o n " F o r h i s contr ibut ions to t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of o u r t o w n ' s h i s t o r y " was p r e s e n t e d to t h i s
w r i t e r , a l o n g w i t h a p a i n t i n g o f t h e Wilson Depo t b y l o c a l a r t i s t , Anne Rohr ing .

Soc ie ty members were k e p t busy d i s h i n g o u t i c e cream sundaes and r o o t beer fl o a t s . Don and
Wanda B u r r o w s est imated o v e r 400 p e o p l e w e n t t h r o u g h 10 h a l v e s of f r e s h l y c u t Niagara County
Peaches-~~donatec by t h e B u r r o w s .

O t h e r members who he lped o u t w i t h t h e s o c i a l inc luded Commander John Demmin, American Leg ion,
R e v. P a u l B u r k a r d , Our Lady o f t h e Rosary Ca tho l i c Church , D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smi th , Bea Rock ‑
wood, John Myers , P a t Stephenson, Sue Cruickshank, J e f f r e y and Dayna Wiepert, C h r i s and Lisa
Murawski , J e f f and Mark Wieper t , Joshua Smi th , and Jean F igu ra , "Won ' t you come home B i l l B a i l e y " .* * * * * * * * * *
FRCM THE MAILBAG:

When Es the r Davis S t o c k w e l l p l a c e d an o r d e r f o r "Wilson Sketchbook" , she w r o t e t h a t she was
2 y e a r s o l d when h e r m o t h e r, L e l l a Mason D a v i s , moved f r o m Ohio t o “Sunse t I s l a n d " c a . 1917.
She exp la ined t h a t h e r o l d e r s i s t e r a t tended Wilson H igh Schoo l and was a good f r i e n c o f Frances
Marks Landy. E s t h e r ' s f a t h e r , F reder i ck Dav is , was b o r n in Wilson and was t h e son o f Henry M.
Davis, a schoolteacher who l a t e r became a l a w y e r and Niagara County Judge. Es the r now resides
in L a P o r t e , Ind ianna. ‑

* * * * * * * * * *
FISHING DERBIES:

_ W i l s o n ' s many fi s h i n g derbies leads us to t h e f o l l o w i n g conclusion: ‘There a r e two kinds of
fishermen--those who i u s i s t they fi s h f u r s p o r t , ana tnose wnc c a t c h something. “ e e

ah Le =i _. a
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CENTENARIAN PASSES AWAY:

Bessie DeNeau C r a w f o r d , 102, d i e d A u g u s t 1 9 , 1991 a t S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F l o r i d a . She i s s u r ‑
v ived b y h e r d a u g h t e r, C l e o Anne S a l e r n o , a l s o o f S t . P e t e r s b u r g ; and two n i e c e s , M a r i l y n Cont i
and C a r i l y n Warb low, b o t h of N o r t h Tonawanda.

Bessie was 9 months o l d when Lake I s l a n d P a r k was opened i n 1888, and h e r e a r l i e s t r e c o g n i ‑
t i o n was when she received a s i l v e r cup f o r b e i n g t h e p r e t t i e s t baby i n t h e P a r k ' s baby con tes t .

A n a t i v e of Wi lson, she grew up on P e t t i t S t r e e t and a t t ended t h e o l d cobbles tone school=
house t h a t s tood near h e r home. When t h e cobblestone schoo l was t o r n down, a l l t h e younger
grades met in t h e fo rmer Free Methodist Church on Washington S t r e e t , wh i le t h e 7 t h and 8 t h
grades met in t h e o l d Wilson Creamery. H igh School c l a s s e s were h e l d in t h e o l d Town H a l l .

When Bessie graduated, t h e r e were o n l y 10 students in h e r c l a s s . She l a t e r a t t e n d e d t h e
Teachers Tr a i n i n g C l a s s and t a u g h t in a rea schoo ls f o r a few y e a r . She gave up teach ing when
she met and marr ied L u t h e r C r a w f o r d i n 1915, and t h e y moved t o "Sunse t I s l a n d " where t h e y l i v e d
o u t t h e i r l i v e s t o g e t h e r. When L o u d i e d i n 1966, Bessie remained o n t h e I s l a n d , b u t s p e n t h e r
w in te r s w i t h h e r daugh te r, C l e o .

Bessie j o i n e d t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y i n 1972, and became a L i f e Member i n 1984. C l e o
a l s o jo ined t h e soc ie ty as a L i f e Member in 1987.

We had t h e p l e a s u r e o f v i s i t i n g w i t h Bessie s e v e r a l t imes b e f o r e she moved away f r o m t h e
I s l a n d much o f t h e in fo rma t i on i n t h e s o c i e t y ' s 9 t h p u b l i c a t i o n , "The S t o r y o f S u n s e t I s l a n d "
was cont r ibu ted by h e r .

A s w e w r i t e t h i s fi n a l t r i b u t e t o t h e "Grand 01d Lady o f t h e I s l a n d " , w e e x t e n d , o n b e h a l f
of t h e members of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, o u r condolences to Bessie'’s f a m i l y and f r iends.

* * * * * * * *x * *
W i l l a r d R. R o s e , 7 7 , a n a t i v e o f Wilson and r e t i r e d foreman f o r t h e S t a t e Depar tmen t o f

Transpo r ta t i on , cCied a t home on J u l y 7 , 1991. B e t t e r known as "Bob" , he served in t h e U . S .
Army Corps d u r i n g Wor ld War I I .

H e jo ined t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i n 1975 and became a L i f e Member i n 1983. From 1977
u n t i l 1982 he was chairman of t h e Caboose Committee, and f r o m 1982 u n t i l 1986, was chairman
of t h e Antique C a r Committee.

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , Edna Rose of Wi lson; a s o n , Wi l l i am R. ( J u d i t h ) Rose of Waynes‑
b o r o , P a ; two s i s t e r s , W i n i f r e d B a k e r and Jane (Rex) Caufie ld of Youngs town, N Y; a l s o two
granddaughters; and a dear f r i e n d , Mary Okoniewski.

Serv ices were h e l d at t h e Hamilton & C l a r k F u n e r a l Chape l , and b u r i a l was in Greenwood
Cemetery in Wilson. Bob l e f t h i s mark on the Wilson Museum--he w i l l be s o r e l y missed.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

Eva Lou Marks C h a r l e s , daughter o f Edward and Gertrude Marks o f Wilson, has been given a
L i f e Membership in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty, coutesy of h e r mothe r, Gert rude.

Eva Lou was b o r n in t h e Niagara Falis Hospital, and attended Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l . She
continued h e r education at Mansfield S t a t e University in Pennsylvania, a l s o at B u f f a l o S t a t e .

She i s married t o E a r l e C h a r l e s , J r . , and they have t o c h i l d r e n , E a r l e I I I , and Sandra.
They make t h e i r home in Tonawanda, NY, and a t tend t h e Episcopal Church. Eva Lou is a re t i r ed
e lementa ry school teacher. * * * * * * * * ® *

P l e a s e welcome these a d d i t i o n a l new members i n t h e s o c i e t y : Elwood and Doro thy Schu l t z o f
Ransomvil le; C l i f f o r d H. McCoy of B u r t ; Tom and Sue Dunch of N o r t h Tonawanda; M r . and M r s .
Wi l l iam A. Evans of Ransomvil le; Richard and Marga re t Seiner of Wilson; Bob Do lan of Wilson;
Norma S t o c k w e l l Eng l i sh o f F l o r i d a ; and M r . and M r s . W i l l i am M i l l e r o f Wilson and F l o r i d a .* * * * * * * * * *
BERGHOLZ VISITORS:

About 2 5 members o f t h e H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty o f N o r t h German S e t t l e m e n t s o f Wes te rn New Yo r k
v i s i t e d t h e Wilson Museum on Thursday evening, June 2 0 t h , where they were g r e e t e d by E l t o n and
June Kropp and Don Croop .

The group assembled i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g f o r a n i n t e r e s t i n g business meet ing, t h e n a d ‑
jounec f o r a guided t o u r o f t h e premises. A soc iab le evening was t o p p e d - o f f w i t h f r u i t punch
and c a k e served by M r s . K ropp . * * * * * * * * * *

Two bus loads c a r r y i n g approximately 80 v i s i t o r s f r o m E r i e , P a , a r r i v e d at t h e Wilson Museum
o n J u l y 11 , 1991. They were g r e e t e d a t t h e depot b y L u c i l l e Up ton , H e l e n S t e v e n s , E l e a n o r
Myers , Bess McKe lvey, and Doro thy M a x fi e l d . E l l s w o r t h McKelvey zreeted the v i s i t o r s a t t h e
1903 caboose , and Don Croop showed t h e g u e s t s th rough t h e anticue c a r b u i l d i n g .

The t o u r of Wilson by t h e g r o u p f r o m E r i e , P a . , was in conjunct ion w i t h a t r i p throuch t h e
C a n a l L o c k s a t L o c k p o r t . * * * * * * * * * *
LAKESIDE DERBY:

W e p e r s o n a l l y b e l i e v e t h a t fi s h i n g d e r b i e s and museums d o n ' t m i x , b u t when t h e Chamber o f
Commerce decided to sponsor a fi s h i n g Gerby in Wi lson on Augus t 1 5 t h , o u r members were w i l l i n g
to g i v e it a t r y and t h e museum was open f r o m 2:00 to 5:00 PM.

A spec ia l thank you t o a l l who gave o f t h e i r t ime t o serve a s " g r e e t e r s " : L u c i l l e Up ton ,
June K r o p p , Z i lpha P e t t y , Barbara Mosher, Bess McKelvey, E l l s w o r t h McKelvey, and C l a r k Stimson.

* * * * * *k * * * *
SEPTEMBER MEETINS:

G u e s t speaker f o r t h e September l o t h meet ing at t h e museum w i l l be Kathy N e v i l l e , a n a t i v e
o f Wi lson and g radua te o f Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l . She pub l i shed a book r e c e n t l y , and h e r t a l k
w i l l be abou t some of h e r i n t e r e s t i n g exper iences.

Refreshment hostesses f o r t h e evening w i l l be S a r a B e r r y and Zi lpha P e t t y .
* * * * * * * * *& *

SOUNDINGS:
I t i s b e t t e r t o g i v e than t o l e n d , and i t cos ts about t h e same.

* * * * * * * * * *
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IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP NOTICE: ,

The Board of D i r e c t o r s , upon t h e recommendation of Anne F a e r y, have vo ted to p u t a l l men‑
berships in t h e s o c i e t y on a ca lendar y e a r .

T h e r e f o r e , s t a r t i n g immediately, Anyone who h a s p a i d t h e i r dues th rough A p r i l 30 , 1991,
w i l l be cont inued on t h e r o l l as a member u n t i l December 31 , 1991.

B y t h e same t o k e n , anyone who has p a i d t h e i r dues t h r o u g h A p r i l 30 , 1992, w i l l b e k e p t o n
t h e r o l l as a member u n t i l December 31 , 1992.

S t a r t i n g i n 1993, a l l r e n e w a l s w i l l become e f f e c t i v e a s o f January l s t , and each y e a r a f t e r .* * * * * * * * * *
I n o t h e r board a c t i o n , i t was decided t o r e s t r i c t u s e o f t h e o l d t a b l e s and cha i rs t o t h e

Wilson F i r e Company o n l y . The pas t p o l i c y o f loan ing them o u t ind isc r im ina te ly r e s u l t e d in
considerable damage making t h e b o a r d ' s a c t i o n necessary. |

B i l l F r i t t o n announced t h a t M a r g a r e t Seiner agreed to be p u b l i c i t y chairman in h i s p l a c e ,
and a motion was made by L o i s Barnum, seconded by C a r o l e Schnoor, to accept t h e o f f e r .

D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith announced t h a t t hey do n o t wish to accept t h e chairmanship of t h e
1992 Memorial Day F a i r . Everyone was s o r r y to h e a r t h i s as they d i d so w e l l w i t h t h i s years F a i r .

C a r o l e Schnoor read a " t h a n k y o u " n o t e f r o m E l t o n P a r k e r , r e c i p i e n t o f one o f t h e soc ie t y ' s
awards f o r achievment in h i s t o r y g i v e n on C l a s s N i g h t at t h e Wilson Schoo l .

O l l i e C l a r k , t r u s t e e , s a i d t h a t t h e eaves and r a f t e r s around t h e depot needed a t t e n t i o n .
John M y e r s , P r e s . sa id t h a t he received a l e t t e r f r o m Assemblyman Joseph T. P i l l i t t e r e t h a t he :
m igh t be a b l e to g e t $5,000 f o r t h e s o c i e t y to make necessary r e p a i r s . I t was th rough t h e
good o f fi c e s of Assemblyman P i l l i t t e r e , t h a t a $15,000 g r a n t was obtained to make erec t ion of
t h e D r . John F. Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g p o s s i b l e .

Don Bur rows vo lun teered to be chairman of t h e "Breezeway" which, up to now, has been a
" n o m a n ' s l a n d " between t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g and t h e Arque B u i l d i n g .

L o i s Barnum repo r ted t h a t about $250 was c lea red by t h e i c e cream soc ia l on August 4 t h .
E l l s w o r t h McKelvey has r e p l a c e d t h e missing l e t t e r o n t h e caboose "Hojack L i n e " s ign .
L u c i l l e Up ton announced t h a t she w i l l h o l d another t r a i n i n g session f o r hostesses at t h e

museum on Thursday, September 1 9 t h , at 7:00PM.
The b o a r d , in harmony w i t h t h e Finance Committee, approved a motion to comp le te t h e barber ‑

shop e x h i b i t room i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g . The c o s t i s p ro jec ted a t about $500. A motion was
a l s o approved t o cover t h e west end o f t h e F i t t r o Shop w i t h s i d i n g t o match t h e o r i g i n a l .

Mot ion was made and approved to have t h e depot c l eaned a c o u p l e times a year by outs ide
h e l p . Maryanne Sharpe, housekeeper, w i l l continue h e r weekly chores as in the p a s t .* * * * * * * * * *
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT:

Over t h e pas t 20 years , t he Wilson Museum was b u i l t because o f many vo lun tee rs who were
w i l l i n g t o g i v e o f t h e i r time and s k i l l s t o make i t what i t i s today. I n order t o g ive area
res idents an opportuni ty to see t h e f a c i l i t i e s , approximately 60 members a r e needed to serve
as hostesses on Sunday af ternoons f rom 2:00 to 4:00 PM. The museum could n o t be open without
t h e i r h e l p . Even though we have about 400 members in t h e immediate v i c i n i t y , it is d i f fi c u l t
to supp ly the t o t a l persons needed without asking a few to repeat t h e i r services over and over.

This is d i f fi c u l t to understand since no member would be required to g ive up more than
two hours of t h e i r t ime, once in 5 years, i f a l l our members would cooperate. No member is
asked t o d o more than they want t o d o , b u t i s t h i s r e a l l y t o o much t o ask?

September hostesses have vo lun tee red to serve as f o l l o w s : S e p t . I s t , B i l l and Maxine Jones;
S e p t . 8 t h , L u c i l l e Up ton and F r a n k Massing; S e p t . 1 5 t h , L o i s Barnumand She l ley Andrews;
S e p t . 22nd, Sa ra B e r r y and G e r r y Swann; and S e p t . 2 9 t h , E l t o n and June Kropp .* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

I d a Wilson has donated a q u a n t i t y o f items inc lud ing s e v e r a l books , Whitman's "Leaves o f
G r a s s " , "Poems o f L o n g f e l l o w " , "The Count o f Monte C r i s c o " , Go ldsmi th 's "V ica r o f Wakefield",
and Shakespeare's "€aeser and MacBeth" “ " I v a n h o e " ; a l s o 2 pa in t ings by t h e l a t e Barbara Wilson,
a v a l e n t i n e , l e t t e r , and eye g l a s s e s t h a t nelonged t o I d a Wi lson's g r a n d f a t h e r , John D e l a t r e .

Micky and S h i r l e y H u n t e r : Mourning V e i l , two Pontiac c a r mats ; and o l d newspapers t h a t
be longed t o S h i r l e y ' s m o t h e r, Mi ld red Swick.

A r t h u r Bol lman: One 5 g a l l o n G u l f O i l Can--approximately 40 years o l d .
Ernest ine Walpole: A Lockpor t J o u r n a l dated November 4, 1914.
Dan K ing : Chest F reezer in good cond i t i on .
John M y e r s : O l d combination P. O . B o x D o o r.

* k * * * * * * * *
"WILSON SKETCHBOOK":

“Wilson Sketchbook" is w r i t t e n by y o u r Newslet ter E d i t o r , and is a human interest h i s t e r y
of Wi lson with p e r s o n a l interviews and information about e a r l y l i f e in Wilson. It woulc make afine s o u v e n i r of y o u r n e x t v i s i t to Wilson--also a n i c e Christmas g i f t f o r t h e h i s to r y b u f f
i n y o u r f a m i l y. |

The book, which contains 137 pages and 40 p i c t u r e s s e l l s f o r $15,00 a copy, $18.00 by
m a i l o r d e r . I t is avai lable at t h e museum dur ing v i s i t i n g hou rs , at t h e Wilson Town H a l l (See
Wanda Burrows o. Emma Lou Reppent ine) , by c a l l i n g Sara B e r r y (751-6757) or at Stimson's Country
Barn Shoppe on l a k e S : r e e t . P lease address a l l m a i l o rde rs to Don Croop, 4559 Chestnut Road |
Wi l son , MY 14172, and p l e a s e makes checks p a y a b l e to t h e Wilson Histor ical Society. . _

Wehave r e c e . v e d a number of favorable comments about t h e new book, and t y p i c a l is ore:
r e c e i v e d f r om Haro ld Donner o f I thaca who wrote : : ‑

"I g r e a t l y enjoyed reading "Wilson Sketchbook".
Which I a l ready knew, and in addi t ion I l ea rned many
and p e o p l e .

Wo

I t helped m e t o r e c a l l many n o s t a l g i c items
o t h e r t h i ngs pe r ta i n i ng to Wilson's h i s t o r y

* * * * * * * * * *
1 I . . .

* * * * * * * *& as ‑
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THE "DIRTY THIRTIES":
We h e a r a l o t l a t e l y abou t t o - d a y ' s l i n g e r i n g recess ion , b u t l e t ' s t a k e a l o o k back to t h e

e a r l y 1930's when th i ngs were r e a l l y tough .
The C o u n t r y d i d n ' t have q u i t e as l a r g e a popu la t ion as i t has t o d a y, y e t 25% of o u r Nat ion 's

work f o r c e was unemployed. This meant t h a t a b o u t 15 m i l l i o n wage earners were w i thou t j obs ,
a n d , ( i f w e can bel ieve t h e s t a t i s t i c s ) double t h a t number were spouses and c h i l d r e n dependent
on those workers . Ye s , t h e r e was a t ime in o u r n a t i o n ' s h i s t o r y when o n l y one wage ea rne r was
needed t o support t h e f a m i l y - - - a n d t h a t wage earner was u s u a l l y t h e f a t h e r .

Jobs were ha rd to fi n d , and unemployed men o f t e n s t o o d on s t r e e t corners s e l l i n g a p p l e s f o r
a penny apiece; thousands of hungy persons, in search of a l i t t l e nour ishment , c o u l d be seen
s tand ing in l o n g soup l i n e s ; and p e o p l e would accept any k i n d of j o b t h e y c o u l d g e t .

Sa la r ies were m i n i m a l , h o w e v e r , and f a r m hands were l u c k y to make $200 a y e a r . Waitresses
were payed abou t $500 a y e a r , and schoo l t e a c h e r s , a l w a y s underpaid u n t i l r e c e n t t i m e s , averaged
about $1200 a n n u a l l y. Today t h a t amount i s l e s s than many teachers g e t i n pay ra i ses each
year.

The fam i l i a r song, “Brother Can You Spare a Dime", was a by-product of the depression, and
i t s l y r i c s were more t r u t h than p o e t r y. It was next to impossible to walk down any c i t y s t r e e t
without being stopped severa l times by dest i tu te people, a l i w i th the same p l a i n t i f f c r y , "Can
you spare a dime f o r a cup o f co f fee?"

A good home could be purchased f o r $3,000, and a new c a r f o r $ 5 0 0 , ( i f you had t h e down pay ‑
ment) y e t in s p i t e of the hard t imes , people could s t i l l laugh and smile th rough t h e i r problems‑
they had to or the whole count ry might have collapsed.

L i t t l e th ings Like j i g saw puzz les , card games, o r rad io programs helped r e l i e v e t h e tension
and w o r r y, and some radio shows k e p t thousands of l i s tene rs "g lued" to t h e i r r a d i o se t s a l l
evening. One was the Amos ' n ' Andy show, and when t h e y were on the a i r telephone exchanges had
l i t t l e to do wh i l e t h e y performed. O t h e r p o p u l a r f a v o r i t e s included t h e Edgar B e r g e n and
C h a r l i e McCarthy show; Fibber McGee and M o l l y ; o r t h e venerab le o l d f a v o r i t e s , George B u r n s
and Grac ie A l i e n .

One poss ib le advantage t h e rad io had o v e r i t s T V c o u n t e r p a r t o f today was t h a t a woman c o u l d
do t h e housework , wash c l o t h e s , i r o n , o r prepare d inne r w h i l e l i s t e n i n g to h e r f a v o r i t e " s o a p s " .

The 30 ' s a l s o had t h e i r e x c i t i n g moments w i t h gangs te rs such as "Bonnie & C l y d e " , "Machine
Gun K e l l y " , o r John D i l l i n g e r t e r r o r i z i n g t h e count rys ide- -w i th many of t h e i r e x p l o i t s s t i l l
dramatized on TV,,.

The impact o f t h e “Bank Ho l i day " was f e l t Na t i onw ide , and many s m a l l deposi tors i n r u r a l
towns l i k e Wilson s u f f e r e d severe l o s s e s . New l a w s were enacted to p r o t e c t f u t u r e depos i to rs ,
b u t new l a w s w e r e n ' t good enough t o prevent b i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s i n bank f a i l u r e s r e c e n t l y b e ‑
cause bank r e g u l a t o r s and p o l i t i c i a n s were t o o l a x i n m o n i t o r i n g t h e system.

When Proh ib i t i on was repea led , t h e days of t h e rum-runner and "speakeasies" came to an end ,
b u t i t was a l s o t h e t ime when t h e New D e a l began to t a k e shape. One of Wi lson 's own in t h e
R o o s e v e l t Cabinet was Rex Tu g w e l l , Ass is tan t S e c r e t a r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e , and a c l o s e f r i e n d and
advisor to t h e President.

Soon everyone was t r y i n g to f a m i l i a r i z e themselves w i t h t h e new Admin is t ra t ion 's "a lphabet
soup " , and one of t h e fi r s t programs was t h e N.R.A. (The Nat iona l Recove ry A c t ) which was p u t in
p l a c e t o r e g u l a t e wages, h o u r s , and p r i c e s . Then m i l l i o n s o f young men and women were p u t t o
w o r k b y t h e Works P r o g r e s s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , b e t t e r known a s t h e W.P.A . Th is a gency p u i l e d many
young men f r o m t h e bread l i n e s to b u i l d r o a d s , b r i d g e s , s c h o o l s , and o t h e r worthwhi le p ro jec ts - ‐ ‑
many o f which b e n e fi t t h e c o u n t r y t o t h i s d a y.

Another of Rooseve l t ' s controversial programs was t h e C . C . C . , or C i v i l i a n Conservat ion C o r p s ,
which p u t two m i l l i o n young men t o w o r k f o r $30 a month p l a n t i n g t r e e s , r e s t o r i n g b a t t l e s i t e s ,
b u i l d i n g campgrounds, and o t h e r projects benefic ia l to t h e Nation. A l t h o u g h n o t a lways p o p u l a r
w i t h t h e vested i n t e r e s t s , t h e New D e a l programs t o o k m i l l i o n s o f persons o f f t h e job less r o l l s
and s t a r t e d t h e c o u n t r y back o n t h e road t o p r o s p e r i t y.

We r e c a l l t h a t a coup le g r e a t mov ies , "Gone Wi th t h e Wind" and t h e "Wizard o f 0 z " he lped
c l o s e o u t t h e decade o f t h e " d i r t y t h i r t i e s " , b u t i t was p r o b a b l y R o o s e v e l t ' s theme song, "Happy
Days a r e Here Again" t h a t gave many Americans a hope f o r t h e f u t u r e .

We be l i eve t h a t anyone who l i v e d th rough t h e dus t -bow l days o f t h e 3 0 ' s , can be g l a d t h e y
surv ived t h e " G r e a t Depression" b u t wou ld hope and p r a y we never have a n o t h e r .

* * Es? * * * * * * *

BON MOT: L i f e is l i k e an exciting b o o k , and every y e a r s t a r t s a new c h a p t e r .* * * * * * * * * *
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BIRTH OF THE UNION FREE SCHOOL:
Wer e c e n t l y looked a t a copy o f t h e June issue o f Wi lson 's "Wise O w l " , and were i n t r i g u e d ,

by a speech t h a t t h e l a t e G. H e r b e r t Swick gave a t t h e ded ica t ion o f t h e New H i g h School in
1936. H i s t a l k described some o f tHe l i t t l e - k n o w n f a c t s regard ing t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e schools
i n Wilson i n c l u d i n g a c o u p l e o f i nc iden ts t h a t have n o t appeared i n t h i s N e w s l e t t e r .

When t h e o l d C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e was s t a r t e d i n 1845, i t was decided t h a t c i r c u l a r s would
be s e n t o u t to advertise t h e new school-~and t h e y p r o v e d to be v e r y s u c c e s s f u l . When t h e doors
opened in t h e f a l l o f 1846, 339 app l i can ts had app l ied f o r admission.

S t r a n g e l y enough, 199 young men and 140 young l ad ies between t h e ages o f 1 7 and 2 5 years
of age app l i ed , and of t h i s g roup , 140 men and 73 women were non-residents. App l i ca t ions were
received from, M iss i ss i pp i , K e n t u c k y, Oh io , I l l i n o i s , Massachuset tes, Pennsylvania, Michigan,
and Canada. The o u t - o f - t o w n e r s r e a d i l y found p l a c e s t o b o a r d i n t h e v i l l a g e , and i n a d d i t i o n ,
a l o n g r e d Dormitory was fi t t e d o u t f o r s tudents who wished to board themselves.

As h a s been no ted b e f o r e , m o r a l standards were v e r y h i g h at t h e s c h o o l , and a l l p u p i l s were
requ i red to a t t e n d church at l e a s t once on Sunday. Students were a l s o expectedto be in t h e i r
own rooms a t 7:30 P Mexcep t o n Fr iday evenings which were r e s e r v e d f o r s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s .

As o t h e r s c h o o l s were b u i l t , a t tendance dropped o f f in Wilson and by 1869, t u i t i o n money was
inadequate to mainta in t h e schoo l and it became necessary to a p p l y to t h e S t a t e Education D e p t .
f o r a i d .

A p r o p o s a l was made t o u n i t e f o u r d i s t r i c t s t o f o r m a Wilson Union F r e e S c h o o l , b u t i t was
met w i t h g r e a t ob jec t ions- -espec ia l l y f rom t h e o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s . In f a c t , f e e l i n g s r a n so
h i g h many p e o p l e would n o t t r a d e w i t h Merchants t h a t advocated "such an as in ine p r o j e c t t h a t
would a l l o w persons t o b e taxed t o s u p p o r t a f r e e s c h o o l . "

When i t was t ime t o v o t e , i t r e s u l t e d i n a t i e , s o one e n t e r p r i s i n g g e n t l e m a n , Reuben F.
Wi l son , asked E l d e r G a r fi e l d , (who l o v e d t o t a l k ) t o g e t u p and make a speech i n f a v o r o f t h e
f r e e schoo l .

Whi le G a r fi e l d rambled o n and o n , M r . Wilson hi tched u p h i s horse and buggy and raced t o
t h e h a r b o r and asked Capta in Bunn to g e t o f f h i s b o a t and accompany him back to t h e schoo l .

Capta in Bunn voted " y e s " , and t h e Wilson Union F r e e School was b o r n .* * * * * * * * * *

e

OCTOBER PROGRAM:
Ca th leen M. A l l e n , D i rec to r of P u b l i c Relat ions and Development at Inter-Community Hosp i t a l

a t Newfane , w i l l be t h e gues t speaker a t t h e g e n e r a l mee t ing o f t h e soc ie ty on Monday, O c t . 21st .
The s u b j e c t of h e r t a l k w i l l be "The Inter-Community H o s p i t a l , P a s t , P r e s e n t , and F u t u r e . "

Lo is Jennings and Emily McAvoy, co-chrm. of t he Wilson Branch, w i l l t a l k about the Wilson
Aux i l i a r y and i t s contr ibut ions to t h e Hosp i t a l and Community.

Refreshment Hostesses w i l l be G e r r y Swann and Mary C l a r k .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM: D i a .

Gladys Weber, a nat ive of Wilson and Honorary member of the Wilson H is . S o c . , died on
August 1 9 , 1991, at Lockpor t Memorial H o s p i t a l . She was a r e t i r e d Senior Case Supervisor w i th
the Niagara Co. Social Services D e p t . - . >

She i s survived b y two sons, the Rev. Frederick ( P a t r i c i a ) Weber o f Lockpor t ; and D r . David
(Sandra) Weber of Shoreham, Long I s l a n d .

Gladys jo ined t h e Wilson His . Soc. in 1981, and became an Honorary member in A p r i l . Services
were h e l d at t h e United Methodist Church in L o c k p o r t .* * * * * * * * * *
FRACTIONAL CURRENCY:

I f someone were t o a s k you , "What i s a s h i n p l a s t e r ? " , t h e l o g i c a l answer wou ld b e , " A p l a s ‑
t e r f o r a sore s h i n . " - - a n d you wou ld b e r i g h t . The s h i n p l a s t e r was a l s o a t y p e o f currency
used d u r i n g t h e C i v i l Wa r, and t h e d i c t i o n a r y describes i t a s f r a c t i o n a l cur rency i n money o r
coins w i t h l e s s v a l u e t h a n t h e U . S . d o l l a r .

Bea Mensch o f L o c k p o r t t hough t t h i s would be a good q u e s t i o n f o r " Jeopa rdy " , and s e n t t h e
in format ion i n . Today, Bea is t h e happy r e c i p i e n t of a " thank y o u " l e t t e r f r o m A l e c Tr e b e k - - ‑
b u t b e s t of a l l , an autographed p h o t o .* * * * * * * * * *
GOOD NEWS:

About t h r e e months ago "Wilson Sketchbook" was pub l i shed , so i t is a p l e a s u r e to be a b l e to
r e p o r t t h a t o u r t r e a s u r y has been re-imbursed f o r t h e pub l i sh ing c o s t of $4,308.00 d o l l a r s .

W e wish t o thank everyone who has responded s o g e n e r o u s l y, and remind you t h a t copies a r e
s t i l l ava i lab le f r o m Wanda Bur rows or Emma Lou Reppentine at Wilson Town H a l l ; Sara B e r r y , Dox
Avenue; Stimson's B a r n Shop, Lake S t r e e t , or L u c i l l e U p t o n , Ways & Means Chairman. M a i l o rde rs
s h o u l d be addressed to Don Croop w i t h check made o u t to Wi lson H i s . S o c . f o r $18.00 d o l l a r s .* * * * * * * * * *
POSSIBIL ITY?:

I n answer t o some i n q u i r i e s f r o m b o a r d members a s t o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f h a v i n g t h e Wilson Depot
des ignated a s a H i s t o r i c Landmark, w e dug u p t h e f o l l o w i n g - - f o r what i t ' s w o r t h :

Some l o c a l communities such as Lewiston have r e p o r t e d l y passed "Landmark Ordinances" which is
a l o c a l l a w passed in a community t h a t wishes to p r o t e c t h i s t o r i c structures f r o m being demol‑
i s h e d or inappropriately a l t e r e d .

A f t e r a building is designated as a h i s t o r i c structure by a du l y appointed Town Review Board
any demolition or e x t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n must be reviewed by t h e Board before a p e r m i t is issued

The Ordinanace c o u l d be an advantage to owners of such structures in t h e fo rm of p o s s i b l e
fund ing f o r res to ra t ion .
THE R C H 1956 ; * * * * * * * * * *

1s 4 t " os : Aaa Jescics Honer ts Cla Wilson kar states that surveying instruments used by V.W. Dox
Y o u t Wi lson" , a r e in t h e N i a g . Co . Histor ical Mus i

eum in Lockpor t . Thetwo Wilson men a l s o surveyed section iS of t h e E r i e Canal ‘ .
ke & kk & & & - and two Wilson streets bear t h e i r names.

SOOUNDINGS: J u s t because t h i n g s go wrong is no reason y o u must go w i t h them
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WILE WE GET TO THE DEPOT ON TIME?:

_ ‘ O l l i e C l a r k and Dan K i n g have made a su rvey o f t h e g u t t e r s and eves around t h e D e p o t , and
t h e i r r e p o r t is r e a l l y one to be concerned a b o u t .

As you p robab l y k n o w, t h e o l d Depo t was remodeled a n d expanded by t h e New Yo r k C e n t r a l in
1912, and t h e b u i l d i n g is one of t h e f e w landmarks l e f t in t h e town of Wilson. The archi tecture
of t h e o l d s t a t i o n is t y p i c a l of t h e depots t h a t used to serv ice t h e o l d "Hojack" l i n e in t h e
1 9 0 0 ' s , and except f o r t h e B a r k e r L i b r a r y is be l ieved to be t h e o n l y one l e f t o f i t s k i n d .

Replacement of t h e overhanging r o o f suppor ts where t h e y have been broken or r o t t e d o u t p r e ‑
sents a r e a l prob lem, and i f w e a r e t o preserve t h e b e a u t i f u l o l d s t r u c t u r e something has g o t
to be done soon---and t h i s cou ld r u n i n t o thousands of d o l l a r s .

I f nothing is done, t h e o l d landmark w i l l be l o s t beyond r e p a i r . I f h e l p w i t h t h e p r o j e c t
could be obtained w i t h some t y p e o f g r a n t . t h e prob lem c o u l d be solved, b u t cons ider ing t h e
o v e r a l l monetary problems i n t h e C o u n t r y today t h i s may b e a d i f fi c u l t way t o g o .

Webe l ieve t h a t p u b l i c i z i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n i s t h e fi r s t s t e p i n fi n d i n g a s o l u t i o n , however,
as t h e say ing goes , "Simple so lu t i ons seldom a r e . "* * * * * * * * * *
ASSEMBLYMAN HELPS LIBRARY:

Assemblyman Joseph P i l l i t t e r e h a s n o t i fi e d Jean S i d d a l l , d i r e c t o r of t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y,
t h a t a p rev ious l y promised g r a n t f o r $25,000 h a s been r e s t o r e d to t h e l i b r a r y t h r o u g h ac t i on
o f t h e S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e . M r . P i l l i t t e r e s t r o n g l y suppor ted t h e idea t h a t t h e l e g i s l a t u r e
honor a l l agreements t h a t were made p r i o r to t h e “budget crunch" l a s t f a l l .

The L i b r a r y is now in t h e enviable p o s i t i o n of b e i n g w i t h i n $8,200 of i t s fi n a l g o a l of
$295,000. When t h e $8,200 is r a i s e d , t h e l i b r a r y w i l l rece ive a g r a n t of $23,000 f r o m t h e
Western New Yo r k Foundation.

The Board is exc i ted over t h e en thus ias t i c support g i v e n to t h e l i b r a r y , and i t appears t h a t
Wilson may soon rea l i ze i t s dream o f a b e a u t i f u l new l i b r a r y . W ea r e s u r e t h a t t h e many
H i s to r i ca l Soc ie ty members who supported the b u i l d i n g f u n d w i l l be happy to h e a r t h i s .* * * * * * * * * *
QUILT PURCHASED:

A b r a n d new Amish Qui l t h a s been acquired f r o m "Chuck" Manhardt of N e w f a n e , and w i l l be
r a f fl e d o f f a t t h e s o c i e t y ' s 1992 Memorial Day F a i r . T h e Amish a r e n o t e d f o r t h e i r
spec ia l ‐ q u i l t - m a k i n g a b i l i t y , s o w e ' r e s u r e o u r b e a u t i f u l D a h l i a Qu i l t
w i l l b e a p o p u l a r i t e m a t n e x t y e a r ' s F a i r .* * * * * * * * * *

OCTOBER MEETINGS:
The Board of Directors w i l l meet at the Depo t , October 16th at 7:30 PM. Wec. evening.
The Regu la r meeting w i l l be h e l d a t t he Depot Monday, October 21st a t 7:30 PM* * * * * * * * * *

MUST BE DOING SOMETHING RIGHT: :
Members of our society should be pleased to l e a r n that we g o t h i g h marks when R e v. Francis

M i l l e r of Lackawanna v i s i t e d the Wilson Museum on September 15th.
Rev. M i l l e r i s a member o f the B u f f a l o and Batavia H is to r i ca l Societ ies and, according to

h o s t e s s , Lois Barnum, was d e l i g h t e d wi th the exhibit/displays in t h e depot , Barnum B l d g . , and
D r . Argue B u i l d i n g . Webel ieve o u r b u i l d i n g chairmen deserve a p a t o n t h e b a c k , namely, Wa l l y
Goodman and C l a r k Stimson, C a r s ; Don Bur rows , Breezeway; E leanor Myers, Barnum B l d g . ; and
Martha M a c A s k i l l , Depot . * * * * * * * * * *
CORPORATE ATTRACTIONS:

A n i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k b y Ka th leen N e v i l l e , a 1971 g radua te o f Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , was t h e
sub jec t o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s September meet ing .

Ka thy r e l a t e d some of h e r experiences to a f r i e n d l y home-townaudience t h a t inc luded two of
f e r f o r m e r t e a c h e r s , Barbara Mosher and C e l e s t e Crawfo rd .

As a r e s u l t of h e r experiences at a B u f f a l o TV s t a t i o n and h e r subsequent d i s m i s s a l , Kathy
h a s authored t h e r e v e a l i n g b o o k , " C o r p o r a t e A t t r a c t i o n s " , which g i ves a n i n s i d e account o f t h e
s e x u a l ha r rassment in t o d a y ' s business w o r l d .

Refreshment hostesses f o r t h e evening were S a r a B e r r y , Z i l p h a P e t t y , and Emma S c h r a d e r.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Received f r o m Rex S t a c y, f o r m e r r e s i d e n t and businessman, Spr ing , Te x a s : 149 Adve r t i s i ng
Cards ; G r e e t i n g Cards ; O l d R e l i g i o u s Cards ; A d v e r t i s i n g B o o k l e t , " F l i n t Buggies"; " S t o r y o f
Squire Brown and t h e M u l e " ; a ; s o " H o o d ' s " , "R idge 's F o o d s " , and "B ick ford and H u f m a n " ; a l s o
G l a s s enc losed Thermometer a d v e r t i s i n g J . E . P e t t i t Feed Mi11(1931) ; and U l s t e r C o . Gazet te(1800)
w i t h account of George Washington's F u n e r a l .

J a n e t Spe r l ede r : Co lon ia l Homes; "Amer icana" (1900) ; American Her i t age (Vo l . 4 1 ) ; Time, (1962)
and "Space"(1991).

Don C r o o p : Framed Ceramic P i c t u r e of 1903 Olds Runabout .
L o i s Pepenhagen: Stamp " W e t t e r " f o r P o s t O f fi c e d i s p l a y in Ba rnum B u i l d i n g .

Phy l i s L u t e , L o c k p o r t : Copy o f Wi lson " S t a r " d a t e d A p r i l 6 , 1950.
M a r y McCoy: Union Sun & J o u r n a l s March 2 0 , 1913; March 1 0 , 1921; and October 2 0 , 1937.

Mar jo r ie Robinson, L o c k p o r t : Ant ique App le P e e l e r ; Ant ique C h e r r y P i t t e r ; Wi lson Lumber Co.
Apr®8n and B u s t l e .

F l o r e n c e Donner Mudge, C l e v e l a n d , Ohio: 1920 C l a s s Day and Graduation D r e s s (Wi lson H i g h ) .
(Given v i a J a n e t S c h u l t z . )

Edward Beccue: S l i d e P ro jec to r M e t a l Ta b l e .
RosemaryT h i l k : G . S . Membership C a r d s , Tr o o p 1(1936)(1937)(1939) Tr o o p 2 8 , Wi lson. Troop 28 ,

(1941) and (1942) .
Cordia M. T h i e l , L o c k p o r t ; Cen tenn ia l S k i r t s w i t h Pe t t i coa t and B o n n e t s ; Cen tenn ia l Dress ;

H igh Laced L a d y ' s Shoes.
* * * * * * * * * *&

FINAL THOUGHT: Cher ish y e s t e r d a y. . . D r e a m t o m o r r o w. . . L i v e t o d a y.
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OLD CARS AND OLD TALES:
The Wilson Museum has a p r e t t y f a i r co l lec t ion of o l d c a r s a n d , when l o o k i n g a t some of them,

ou r thoughts d r i f t back to t h e e a r l y 20 ' s when t h e "horse less ca r r i age " was s t i l l having a hard
t ime competing w i t h t h e ho rse and b u g g y.

I n t h e 1 9 0 0 ' s , many new c a r s were b u i l t t o s a t i s f y t h e hopes and dreams o f budding young
entrepreneurs, and even in Wilson t h e y had t h e i r Wilson A u t o Manufactur ing Company. I t was
h e r e t h a t t h e fi r s t "Niagara Runabout" was engineered and b u i l t by S t a n l e y Dwight , George
B r o o k s , and George Whiteside.

They organized t h e company on October 22 , 1900, and t h e fi r s t car was b u i l t in B r o o k ' s
Machine Shop which stood beside t h e o l d g r i s t m i l l on West Young S t r e e t . L a t e r , t h e company
moved i n t o t h e o l d Creamery B u i l d i n g t h a t used to stand near t h e Methodist Church.

The dream of an auto empire in Wilson fi z z l e d o u t in 1905 when t h e companywas forced to c l o s e
due to t h e l a c k o f financ ia l back ing . A f e w cars were produced b e f o r e t h e n , h o w e v e r , and t h e i r
genera l appearance was s imi la r to t h e 1904 " C o v e r t " on d i s p l a y in t h e Wilson Museum.

The "Cover t " was made by Byron Covert a t h i s former p l a n t on Richmond Avenue in Lockpor t ,
and was the fi r s t chainless ca r ever b u i l t in t h i s count ry w i th water-cooled engine.

A f t e r the Wilson Auto Co. went o u t o f bus iness , t he E.R. Thomas Co. o f B u f f a l o acquired the
patent r i g h t s on a special Power Transmission Gearing Box t h a t George Whiteside had designed,
and he was given the posi t ion of head mechanic w i th t h e Thomas Company. He n o t o n l y helped
develop t h e champion "Around the World C a r " , b u t a l s o helped equip other h i s t o r i c models such
as the "Grand Pr ix Racer","Thomas F l y e r " , and "Thomas F o r t y " .

Wer e c a l l t h a t the d i r t roads of the ear ly twenties weren ' t a l l t h a t g rea t , and seemed to be
b u i l t more f o r horse and wagons r a t h e r than a u t o s , a l s o , in those days, roads were n o t graded
as they are today and u s u a l l y followed t h e contour of t h e land. Sometimes cars had problems on
h i l l s , and we remember tha t much discussion was he ld on the a b i l i t y of d i f fe ren t make cars
t o c l imb h i l l s e a s i l y o r n o t . ,

W e r e c a l l go ing o n a Sunday d r i v e i n t h e f a m i l y ' s Buick Tour ing ca r one a f t e r n o o n , and when
w e s t a r t e d u p a s m a l l h i l l w e became " s t u c k " - - - a s l i g h t d u s t i n g o f snow was j u s t enough t o
prevent t h e c a r ’ s narrow t i r e s to g e t t rac t ion .

In a nearby fi e l d , an o l d f a r m e r w i t h a team of ho rses watched as we t r i e d in va in to reach
t h e t o p , and suddenly he unhitched h i s team and drove over to our c a r . Without saying a word
he hooked a chain to ou r f r o n t a x l e and towed us up t h e h i l l , whi le a l l t h e t ime sucking on an
o l d c o r n cob p ipe . He wou ldn ' t t a k e anything f o r h i s t r o u b l e and went back to h i s wagon, b u t
he d i d g i v e us a f r i e n d l y wave as we drove o f f - - g o o d Samaritans were abundant in those days.

Many t imes when cars were s o l d in t h e e a r l y 1 9 0 0 ' s , t h e y were road-tested and dr i ven to t h e
b u y e r ' s home. An o l d l e t t e r in t h e e f f e c t s of t h e l a t e G e o r g e Whiteside seems to b e a r t h i s o u t
as he describes how he drove a Limousine Tonneau f r o m Kansas C i t y to S t . Louis :

"I guess I was crazy to s t a r t o u t a l o n e , b u t I covered 61 mi les t h e fi r s t d a y. I k e p t t h e
c a r in a l i v e r y s t a b l e t h a t n i g h t , b u t in t h e morning I found t h e roads v e r y muddy f r o m an o v e r ‑
n i g h t r a i n . There were deep r u t s everywhere fi l l e d w i t h wa te r and s l u s h , and I n e a r l y g o t s t u c k
and had t o use f o u r mud hooks a l l a f t e r n o o n . The c a r was o f t e n i n mud t o i t s a x l e s , and I
d i d n ' t t a k e i t o u t o f l o w gear f o r f o u r h o u r s .

"T r a n o u t of gas and had to w a l k t h r e e mi les to t h e Missouri R iver where I caught a F e r r y
ac ross t o t h e o t h e r s ide where I found a gas s t a t i o n . When I g o t back t o t h e c a r , I s t a r t e d
o u t again--even though t h e pan under t h e fl o o r boards was a s o l i d mass of wet sand. One n i c e
t h i n g about i t though, I reached S t . Louis and d i d n ' t even have to change one spark p l u g . "

A f t e r Whiteside del ivered t h e Limousine to h i s c u s t o m e r , he stayed in S t . L o u i s f o r two weeks
to show t h e gent leman how to opera te and maintain h i s c a r . We wonder how many peop le today
would t a k e d e l i v e r y of a car t h a t had gone t h r o u g h t h e condi t ions described by Whiteside.* * * * * * * * * *
WOLVES IN THE WILDERNESS:

The Marsh Set t lement Road (now Chestnut Road) was opened up in 1824. One year l a t e r , Stephen
J . S t o c k w e l l se t t l ed a t t h e present corner o f Beebe and Ches tnu t r o a d s , and i t soon became known

a s S t o c k w e l l ' s C o r n e r s .
I t was a wilderness at t h e t i m e , and wo lves roamed around E a s t Wilson f r e e l y . I t was r e p o r ‑

t e d t h a t Stephen's daughter, L u c i n d a , was v e r y f r i g h t e n e d when t h e w o l v e s howled a t n i g h t , and
it seems she had good reason--her f a m i l y o n l y had a b l a n k e t cove r ing t h e i r cab in door t h e l s t . y r .* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: A penny saved is a penny taxed.* * * * * * * * * *
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“WAKE UP" THE ERIE CANAL: a

O n O c t . 26, 1825, Gov. DeWitt C l i n t o n opened u p New Yo r k ' s famous E r i e Canal and jo ined
t h e wate rs of Lake E r i e w i t h t h e A t l a n t i c Ocean. From t h e v e r y beginning, i t was t h e b e s t way
t o t r a n s p o r t p e o p l e and goods t o and f r o m t h e G r e a t L a k e s .

Without t h e c a n a l , western expansion and economic development of t h e midwest would have had
to have been accomplished v i a o t h e r r o u t e s - - a n d if t h a t had happened, New Yo r k probab ly would
never have become known as t h e Empire S t a t e .

As t h e ra i l roads t o o k o v e r as a r e l i a b l e method o f moving f r e i g h t , the c a n a l system s l o w l y
went o u t of business, y e t today t h e modern b a r g e c a n a l s t i l l has g r e a t p o t e n t i a l as a rec rea ‑
t i o n a l and major t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n .

N o t o n l y i s t h e c a n a l a c r i t i c a l p a r t o f t h e s t a t e ' s fl o o d c o n t r o l system, i t a l s o prov ides
a dependable s u p p l y o f water f o r manufactur ing, a g r i c u l t u r e , and mun ic ipa l i t i es . I t a l s o t i e s
in w i th many of o u r s t a t e p a r k s and c o u l d prov ide addi t iona l o u t l e t s f o r fishermen, b i c y c l e r s ,
h i k e r s , w i l d l i f e enthus ias ts , and access to museums and o t h e r h i s t o r i c s i t e s . I t s p o t e n t i a l
as a t o u r i s t a t t r ac t i on i s un l im i t ed , b u t i t a l s o cou ld p rov i de jobs f o r area residents as
canalside p r o p e r t y is developed by businessmen.

Except f o r l i m i t e d use b y s m a l l p l e a s u r e b o a t s , t h e c a n a l has l a i d dormant f o r many y e a r s ,
b u t t h i s c o u l d a l l change now t h a t t h e S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e has taken ac t i on t o r e v i t a l i z e t h e
524 m i l e c a n a l system l i n k i n g t h e A t l a n t i c w i t h t h e G r e a t L a k e s .

Now f o r t h e second t ime, a Const i tu t iona l Amendment h a s been approved t h a t cou ld once again
make t h e E r i e Cana l an economical a s s e t to t h e S t a t e . In November, New Yo r k v o t e r s w i l l a l s o
be g i v e n an oppor tun i ty to approve t h e amendment wh ich , accord ing to Sen. John B. S h e f f e r I I ,
and Assemblyman Joseph P i l l i t t e r e , had n o f o r m a l oppos i t i on i n t h e l e g i s l a t u r e .

So now i t ' s up to you , t h e v o t e r s , to "Wake Up" t h e E r i e Barge Canal on Elec t ion D a y.
* kx k& &* xk k& * * *

NEW LIFE MEMBERS:
B e a t r i c e S t o c k w e l l Hicks has been g iven a L i f e Membership in t h e Wilson H is to r i ca l Society

compliments of h e r s i s t e r , Marian Winger of Wilson.
B e a t r i c e , t h e daughter o f C l a y t o n and E l l a S t o c k w e l l , a t tended grade schoo l i n Wi lson, and

graduated w i t h honors f r o m t h e Newfane High School .
She marr ied L t . C o l . F l o y d Hicks and t h e y had t w o c h i l d r e n , Claudia N o l l e r , a Registered

Nurse in Phoenix, Arizona; and S c o t t S t . James, a r a d i o and TV persona l i ty in Los A n g e l e s .
They a l s o have two grandch i l d ren , Lau ra N o l l e r , a sophomore a t Grand Canyon Un ive rs i t y a t
Phoenix; and James N o l l e r , a senior at t h e U . S . N a v a l Academy at Annapolis, Maryland.

"Bea" is very active and holds S t a t e and National o f fi c e s in many p a t r i o t i c organizat ions.
She is Regent of the La Puerta De Ora Chapter of t he DAR; S t a t e Recording Secretary of the
Daughters of American Colonists; S t a t e President of t h e Daughters of Flanders and Pat r io ts of
America, and member of the Golden Gate Colony of New England Women.

* * * * ek kk, & Ck * * |
Thomas E. Marks has been g iven a L i f e Membership in t he Wilson His to r i ca l Soc ie t y, cour tesy ,

of h i s m o t h e r, Mrs . Gert rude Marks. Tom was bo rn at t h e Niagara F a l l s Memorial Hosp i ta l on
Sep t . 11 , 1927, and graduated f rom Wilson Central School in 1945.

He is a member of t h e New Yo r k S t a t e Nurserymens Associat ion, and Manager of the Marks
Nursery o n Lake Road which h i s g r a n d f a t h e r, Thomas Marks , established i n 1910..

He and h i s w i f e , June, have a daughter, Susan Marks Lunn, and the fami ly a t tend the Episcopal
Church of t h e Redeemor. * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM VISITORS:

About 40 members of t h e Cheektowaga H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y v i s i t e d t h e Wilson Museum on
S e p t . 1 9 t h where they were g r e e t e d by L o i s Jennings, Sa ra B e r r y , E l l s w o r t h and Bess McKelvey,
Don Croop , and Norm and Martha MacAsk i l l . The group spent about two hours toy r i ng t h e premises
b e f o r e moving o n t o t h e O l c o t t a rea .* * * * * * * * * *

Approximately 50 t o u r i s t s f r o m t h e Canandaigua and Rochester area v i s i t e d t h e Wilson Museum |
on September 2 6 t h , and were made welcome by L u c i l l e U p t o n , Dorothea Mark , John Myers , E leanor
Mye rs , C l a r k Stimson, B e t t y Hauseman, and Dick Schmidle.

zk * * * * * * * * * *
TAX BREAK FOR WILSONITES:

According to town Superv i so r, Haro ld Mosher, Wilson res iden ts w i l l not have to face a t a x
h i k e n e x t yea r in s p i t e of an estimated $65,000 l o s s in s t a t e revenue-sharing; a 50% c u t in
t h e y o u t h rec rea t ion program; and a 50% c u t in s t a t e fund ing f o r t h e town 's d i t c h i n g program.

H e l p i n g t h e town to h o l d t h e l i n e on i t s p u d g e t f o r 1992, was a l a r g e increase in assess‑
ments on new homes b u i l t in 1991 combined w i t h a c a r e f u l "prun ing" of t h e budget to counteract
t h e l o s s of revenues f r o m t h e s t a t e .

The budge t , i f approved by t h e board on November 4 t h , w i l l n o t reduce services to residents.
* * * * * * * * * *

WELCOME DR. HOHENSEE:
A recep t ion f o r D r . James Hohensee was h e l d a t t h e Wilson Town H a l l r e c e n t l y where he was

welcomed by many well-wishers f r o m t h e area inc luding d o c t o r s , board members, h o s p i t a l o f fi c i a l s ,
and res iden ts o f t h e v i l l a g e and town of Wilson.

The recept ion was chaired by Diane Zabe l , member o f t h e ICMH board o f d i rec to rs , and Supe r ‑
v i so r Harold Mosher and Mayor Char les Branch presen ted D r . Hohensee w i t h a f ramed map of t h e
town of Wilson signed by everyone who at tended t h e even t .

Town and v i l l a g e o f fi c i a l s and members o f t h e execut ive s t a f f o f ICMH have worked a l o n g time
t o b r i n g a new medical f a c i l i t y t o Wilson, and i t i s expec ted t h a t t h e new b u i l d i n g a t t h e c o r ‑
n e r of High and Warren S t r s . w i l l be O p e n in November.

D r . Hohensee,a resident of the B u f f a l o a r e a , received h i s medical degree from t h e Universi ty
o f B u f f a l o . ,* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: Health is weal th--and i t ' s t a x f r e e .
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FROM THE MAILBAG:

John and Marion Goodrich w r i t e t h a t t h e y enjoy r e a d i n g t h e N e w s l e t t e r , and a r e s t i l l h o l d ‑
i n g t h e i r own a t L a k e l a n d , F lo r i da . A s you k n o w, John was a f o r m e r Niagara Coun ty f r u i t a g e n t ,
and one of t h e Niagara Region's t o p f r u i t growers . He was a c t i v e in t h e E x l e y Methodist Church
in Wi lson ; t h e Niagara County Farm B u r e a u ; Wilson Zoning Board of Appeals ; and t h e New Yo r k
S t a t e H o r t i c u l t u r a l Soc ie ty.

H e and Marion jo ined t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i n 1973, and t h e b a r n wood t h a t covers
t h e w a l l s i n t h e museum's P a t t e r s o n Room came f r o m t h e Goodrich b a r n o n Lake Road.

John married Marion Downes, daughter o f D r . Chester Downes o f L o c k p o r t , and Ol ive P icker ing ,
a n a t i v e of To r o n t o . The ceremony was h e l d at Emmanuel Methodist Church in L o c k p o r t , and they
had t h r e e c h i l d r e n , Jean (Pa tch in ) ; D r . P h i l i p Goodr ich ; and D r . Barbara ( P h i l l i p p s . ) Marion
received h e r B . S . degree at SUNY A l b a n y, and was a teache r at L o c k p o r t H igh Schoo l .

John w r i t e s , "marion and I a r e n o t v e r y a c t i v e anymore, b u t we t r y to s t a y h e a l t h y and a t t e n d
Methodist Church func t i ons . He s a i d they were p l e a s a n t l y surpr ised r e c e n t l y when Marion Camp‑
b e l l and Mi ld red (Brothers) Cayce p a i d them a v i s i t .

In answer to a coup le quest ions: A r t Schnoor is s t i l l in p r e t t y f a i r shape, and so is "Chuck"
Messersmith. Mabel B u r r o w s , in s p i t e of h e r y e a r s , appears to l o o k younger e v e r y d a y.* * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER PROGRAM:

Looks l i k e Barb Mosher has p u t t o g e t h e r a n o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g program f o r t h e meet ing o n Novem‑
b e r 1 8 t h . The gues t speaker w i l l be R o l l i n G r a n t of L o c k p o r t who w i l l t a l k a b o u t Cambria's
once famous "Suther land S i s t e r s " who once l i v e d nea r Wa r r e n s Corners on r o u t e 104.

Refreshment hostesses f o r t h e evening w i l l be Emma S c h r a d e r , C h r m . , Debra Cru i ckshank , and
Judy Z a u n e r. * * * * * * * * * *
NOVEMBER HOSTESSES:

H e l e n C l a r k , Chrm. , h a s announced t h a t Sunday a f t e r n o o n hostesses at t h e museum f r o m 2-4PM
w i l l b e : N o v. 3 r d , N o r y and H o y t Desso ; N o v. 1 0 t h , Leona and Howard H u n t e r ; N o v. 1 7 t h , George
and Sue Cruickshank; and N o v. 2 4 t h , Norma Ward and L o i s Ward.* * * * * * * * * *

VEMBER CAL :

™ Nov. BAKE SALE AT TOWN HALL QAM onTuesday, N o v. 5 t h : E l e c t i o n Day (6am to 9pm) B A R E 2 A a e 2
Wednesday, N o v. 13th : Board of D i r e c t o r s , Wi lson Museum, 7:30 PM.
Monday, Nov. 18th: Monthly Meeting, Wilson Museum, 7:30 PM.
Thursday, Nov. 28th: Happy Thanksgiving, everyone.* * * * * * * * * *

WILSON DESCENDENT VISITS WILSON:
F a y e t t e Wilson and Mary Ayers o f N o r t h v i l l e , N Y, v i s i t e d Wilson l a s t month and were given a

tour of the Wilson Museum. F a y e t t e is ‘descended f r o m J o e l Wi lson, bro ther of Rueben Wilson, and
when t h e i r p a r e n t s , Ezra and Lucy Wilson, moved to t h e Adirondacks f r o m Spencer, M a s s . , they
had 9 ch i l d ren ; E l i zabe th , Reuben, J o e l , S a l l y , S y b i l , I s a a c , P o l l y , and Anna. Most o f t h e i r
descendents remained in the Adirondack ‘region, b u t Reuben moved to Canada b e f o r e s e t t l i n g and
founding the town of Wilson, NY. * * * * * * * * * *
INDOMITABLE SPIRIT:

Sometimes l i f e throws you an unexpected curve--and t h a t happened to Winnie Fischer s e v e r a l
years ago when a severe s t r o k e l e f t h e r confined to a wheelchair. Undaunted, she has t r i e d to
overcome h e r handicap and i s us ing some o f h e r t a l e n t s she p e r f e c t e d whi le a 4-H l e a d e r .

We received a s m a l l card f r o m h e r r e c e n t l y which r e a d s , "Weaving by Winnie F i s c h e r, t e l : 751‑
6582. A s m a l l lamb touches it o f f w i t h t h e w o r d s , "Thank Ewe" .* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM: os

W a l t e r J . Hutch ison,85, f o r m e r a t h l e t i c coach at Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , d ied O c t . 1 4 , 1991,
a f t e r a b r i e f i l l n e s s at I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l , Newfane.

"Hutch" graduated f r o m I t haca C o l l e g e in 1931, and came to Wilson in 1945 as a h i s t o r y and
Phys ica l education t e a c h e r. He r e t i r e d in 1945 a f t e r 22 years coaching Wi lson 's f o o t b a l l and
baseba l l teams. His s i x man f o o t b a l l squads won 5 Niagara-Or leans t i t l e s , and in h i s o v e r a l l
r e c o r d h e won 5 Sect ion V I , C l a s s A T i t l e s i n f o o t b a l l , and 4 C l a s s A T i t l e s i n b a s e b a l l .

S h o r t l y a f t e r r e t i r e m e n t , he was f e t e d at an apprec ia t ion dinner in Cambria at which t ime t h e
f o o t b a l l fi e l d at Wilson High was named t h e " W a l t e r J. Hutchison A t h l e t i c F i e l d " in h i s h o n o r .
I n O c t o b e r , 1975, h e was again honored a t a banquet i n I t h a c a , N Y, when h e was named t o t h e H a l l
o f Fame a t I t h a c a C o l l e g e .

The Hutchisons were a l s o members of E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church in W i l s o n , and members of
t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty s ince 1974.

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , C h r i s t i n e G l o v e r ; and 2 s o n s , Gordon (Georgine) of P a r k e r , C o l . ,
and Roger o f Wilson. B u r i a l was a t Greenwood Cemetery w i t h R e v. Donald F o l e y o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *

L y n f o r d J. G r i f fi n , 7 5 , a n a t i v e of W i l s o n , d i e d O c t . 1 3 , 1991, at I n t e r Community Hosp i ta l at
Newfane. He graduated f r o m Wilson H i g h Schoo l in 1933, and r e t i r e d f r o m Carborundum in 1980 a f t e r
41 y e a r s serv ice. He was a member of t h e Wilson Community C h o i r , and i s t Bap t i s t Church of W i l ‑
son where h e sang i n t h e c h o i r and was a member o f t h e boa rd o f t r u s t e e s .

He is survived by h i s w i f e , Amalia C u t i n i . ; 2 s o n s , George of Wayland, and D e x t e r of Yo u n g ‑
stown; a l s o 2 daugh te rs , Linda ( P a t r i c k ) R e i l l y o f N a s h v i l l e , TN; and Amelia (Thomas) Bach o f
W i l s o n .' B u r i a l was i n Greenwood w i t h R e v. J e f f r e y Derham and R e v. Richard G i l b e r t o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
BAKE SALE:

L o i s Barnum & Winnie Te r r y w i l l run: soc ie ty 's Bake S a l e a t Town H a l l on E l e c t i o n D a y. You knov
what i s needed. T r y to have y o u r "spec ia l t i es " the re by 9AM--they are Sooocco Good!

* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: A d i e t is a p l a n f o r p u t t i n g o f f tomorrow what you pu t on teday. (A t tend Bake S a l e
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OPENING THE "PURCHASE":
I t ' s p r e t t y common knowledge to most h i s t o r y s tuden ts t h a t in 1800, n e a r l y a l l t h e area

in Western New Yo r k was owned by t h e Hol land Land Company. The o n l y exceptions were , of c o u r s e ,
t h e "Mi le S t r i p " a l o n g t h e Niagara R i v e r , and t h e 200,000 acres s e t aside f o r t h e fi v e Ind ian
Reservations.

The name, E l l i c o t t , pops u p i n many loca t ions around western New Yo r k , b u t t h e r e p robab ly
a r e n ' t t o o many peop le aware t h a t Joseph E l l i c o t t was t h e c h i e f surveyor f o r t h e Ho l land Land
Company, and du r i ng t h e e a r l y 1800's was one o f t h e most i n fl u e n t i a l men i n t h e a r e a .

I n t h e s p r i n g o f 1798 h e and a p a r t y o f 130 men s e t o u t t o survey t h e w i l d e r n e s s , and one
of t h e i r fi r s t jobs was to a r r a n g e w i t h t h e Indians where t h e exact boundaries f o r each r e s e r ‑
va t i on should b e . The n e x t impor tan t t a s k was to mark t h e e a s t boundary o f t h e "Purchase" ,
and , when t h a t was done t h e Company l a n d s were surveyed i n t o ranges and townships abou t 6 mi les
square.

I t is sa id t h a t E l l i c o t t s e t h i g h standards f o r t h e s u r v e y, and ins i s ted t h a t permanent
stone markers be used. One of these markers may be seen at O l c o t t and we bel ieve was dedicated
as a h i s t o r i c landmark a few years ago by the Newfane H is to r i ca l Society.

Survey of the "purchase" took l o n g e r than planned so w i th few exceptions, t he fi r s t s a l e of
lands to indiv iduals d i d n ' t t a k e p l a c e u n t i l 1800.

E l l i c o t t was named Resident Agent f o r the Holland Company,.and the land was p r a c t i c a l l y un ‑
occupied when h e took over. Tr a v e l e r s had t o use Indian t r a i l s t o come i n t o t h e a rea , and the
1800 census f o r t h e town of Northampton, O n t a r i o , l i s t s o n l y 152 residents.

While wa i t i ng f o r su i tab le quar ters , E l l i c o t t moved into the tavern home of Asa Ransom in
Clarence Ho l low where he conducted h i s business f o r two years before moving to Batavia.

M ig ra t i on i n t o the area was very s low a t fi r s t - - m a i n l y because o f l a c k o f roads and t h e l o n g
distance one had to t r a v e l to record deeds and mortgages at the County Seat at Canandaigua, NY.

One of s e v e r a l o l d l e t t e r s describes t h e o l d B u f f a l o Road as be ing " a n obscu re p a t h t h r o u g h
t h e woods w i t h occasional b l a z e marks on t r e e s to show t h e w a y. " In f a c t , E l l i c o t t h i m s e l f
w r o t e t h a t "The main road f r o m B u f f a l o t o Batavia i s s o bad and s o deep i n mud and mi re t h a t i t
is a l m o s t impassable." Another l e t t e r by a pioneer woman, M r s . David M a t h e r , wrote t h a t t h e
road was so b a d , "We were t h r e e days moving f r o m Batavia to Wi l l i amsv i l l e w i t h a yoke o f oxen
and a w a g o n . "

Most o f t h e s e t t l e r s had l i t t l e money, b u t a 10% down payment was requi red. T i t l e to lands
were n o t g i v e n , however, u n t i l t h e p r o p e r t y was f u l l y payed f o r .

E l l i c o t t s t i l l had road problems to contend w i t h in 1804, b u t g o t permission to r e b u i l d two
roads i n t o western New Yo r k . One was t h e "Middle Road" which connected B i g Tr e e (Geneseo) to
a p o i n t j u s t s o u t h o f B u f f a l oC r e e k . The o t h e r extended f r o m Batavia t o New A m s t e r d a m ,(or
B u f f a l o Creek) and was named t h e B u f f a l o Road. Ne i ther r o a d was a c t u a l l y completed u n t i l 1810.

I n h i s a n n u a l r e p o r t t o t h e W i l l i n k Town meeting a t C l a r e n c e i n 1806, E l l i c o t t s t a t e d t h a t
most app l ica t ions f o r l a n d were made in t h e months of M a y, J u n e , September and October. Those
who purchased l a n d t h a t year at Ransom's G r o v e , (now Clarence) were Edward C a r n e y, Edmund
Thompson, Henry Doney, Jonathon B a r r e t t , Jake Ta y l o r , J u s t i c e Webber, and G e o r g e Croop.

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e popu la t ion began t o expand a s E l l i c o t t encouraged t h e
new towns t o b u i l d roads and b r i d g e s , and when t h e War o f 1812 b r o k e o u t , t h e r e were 26,000
persons l i v i n g in t h e 5,000 square m i l es comprising We s t e r n New Yo r k .* * * * * * * * * *
ELECTION WINNERS:

Congra tu la t ions a r e in o r d e r to t h e f o l l o w i n g Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty members who were
v i c t o r i o u s in t h e November e l e c t i o n s : H a r o l d M o s h e r, town superv isor ; M a r i l y n A l l g e i e r , town
c l e r k ; W a l t e r E v a n s , town counci lman; B i l l Ganshaw, j u s t i c e of t h e peace; and P a u l K a r s t e n ,
town highway superintendent. * * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS:

Members who have paid t h e i r dues to A p r i l 3 0 , 1991 had t h e i r memberships extended to
December 3 1 , 1991. If you have a c a r d t h a t exp i res A p r i l 30 , 1991, p l e a s e n o t e t h a t you r 1992
Gues w i l l be payable as o f Janua ry l s t . An app l i ca t ion w i l l be a t tached to t h i s N e w s l e t t e r
f o r you r convenience. (Please d i s r e g a r d t h i s n o t i c e if you have p a i d you r dues to A p r i l 30, 1992.* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

The toughest p a r t o f d i e t i n g a watching what you ats I t ' s watching what y o u r f r i ends
a r e ea t i ng . * = * * *



REMEMBER THE CENTENNIAL?:
A r e c e n t n o t i c e of t h e death of B i l l Armi tage, 7 1 , who worked f o r t h e John B. Rodgers Co.

as director/producer of Cen tenn ia l Produc t ions , reminds us t h a t 33 years have passed by since
t h e v i l l a g e o f Wilson h e l d i t s centenn ia l ce leb ra t i on in 1958.

There was widespread p a r t i c i p a t i o n b y a l l members o f t h e community when t h e week l o n g p r o ‑
gram of e v e n t s t o o k p l a c e f r o m August 24th through t h e 29th .

Mayor Bob H o r t o n servee on t h e execut ive committee t h a t s taged t h e celebrat ion and o t h e r
members were Beach H i c k s , Chrm. , S t a n l e y B o r n g r a e b e r, Kenneth We l k e r, Maxine Gnage, James
C o r n e l l , and Mark Huntington.

A l l week l o n g there were s p e c i a l events inc lud ing Kidd ie Parades; b a l l games; teen age dances;
F lower shows; fash ion shows; t e a s ; caravans to o t h e r towns; band c o n c e r t s , fi reworks , bro thers
o f t h e b r u s h , centennia l b e l l e s ; h i s t o r i c a l t o u r s , and as p e c t a c u l a r firemens' fi e l d day and
parade . The h i g h l i g h t o f t h e e v e n t , however, was a f o u r - d a y Pageant t h a t dep ic ted h i s t o r i c
e v e n t s in Wilson's 100 y e a r h i s t o r y.

The pageant was headed by E r n e s t T a r r , and h i s committee consisted of Ruth G a l e and E leano r
M o o t , (Scena r i o & T i t l e ) ; Cynth ia Wilson, (Proper t ies) ; M a r j o r i e H u r l b u r t & Jack M a x fi e l d , (Music);
E l e a n o r and John Myers , (Cas t ) ; A r t Schnoor and "Chuck" Messersmith, (Construct ion); E v e l y n
D r a p e r & Kath leen Ness,(Costumes & Make-up); and. Wa l t e r Moxham, (Sound S y s t e m .)

The P a r t i c i p a t i o n Div is ion was headed u p b y Anna Mae Nevins and S t u a r t Walpo le . Their
committee included Jack Per ry, (B ro thers o f t h e Brush) ; He len Kepner, (Men's H a t s & T i e s ) ; Don
K e r w i n , (Promenade & Caravans) ; Bea Rockwood and Melva Ryan, ( C e l e b r a t i o n B e l l e s ) ; Mary C o r n e l l ,
( Lad ies Sunbonnets & Dresses) ; and Ra lph Hess inger, (Antique Show).

Each day had a s p e c i a l chairman and theme, and s t a r t i n g Sunday was (Americanism Day), Howard
K a y n e r ; ( Yo u t h Day) , L inda McGra th and Wa l t e r Hutchison; ( L a d i e s Day), Dor is T a r r ; (Merchants
Day), Gera ld ine S c h e f fl e r ; (P ionee rs ! Day), Lyd ia Sou tha rd ; and (Neighbors' Day), D r . John F.
Argue and Don S i n c l a i r .

O t h e r Div is ions involved in p u t t i n g on t h e 100 y e a r s p e c t a c l e and celebrat ion were: Publ ic i ty,
John Nicholson, Chrm., Richard Schmidle, Berne K e n t , Marion Nicholson, Lyd ia S p o r l e d e r , and
Joseph Rice. Hospi ta l i ty, Ronald Swick, Chrm., A lonzo Swick , Fred F o r d e r, C a r l t o n Funk , Eleanor
Brydges, He len H o r t o n , Grace S i n g e r, and L i l l i a n McPherson. S p e c i a l E v e n t s , E t h e l Rohr ing, Chrm.,
Ora P e t t i t , Louis D i e z , and F e l i c e Dean; Revenue, Lewis Schrader, Chrm. , Howard and Verna
Caufie ld ; Norbert Sher r ie ; E. Richard C l a r k and Ruth C l a r k ; and Stan ley and He len Rornaraeber.
Spectacle Ticke ts , Gordon McPherson, Chrm., B i l l Ganshaw; Ashley G a l e ; Char l ton Bulmer; Be t t y
Hausmann; Eleanor Harrington; Thomas Palisano; Les l ie Dickinson; and Mi l ton C l a r k .

Divis ional Chairmen were: Kenneth We lke r, Insurance; Don L o r t , Fireworks; Eugene Pembroke,
Operating C a p i t a l ; and Louis D iez , Decorations.

Although the c o l o r f u l celebrat ion is now h i s t o r y, t h e v i l l a g e ' s 150th Birthday is o n l y 17
years i n t h e f u t u r e , s o d o n ' t l e t t h e year 2008 s l i p b y - - t h e years pass b y q u i c k l y.

* * * * * * * * * *
LIBRARY TO RE-OPEN:

The Wilson F r e e L ib ra ry, thanks t o t h e concerted e f f o r t s o f i t s many v o l u n t e e r s , i s expected
t o b e i n i t s new q u a r t e r s o n Young S t r e e t b y November 18,1991. This w i l l f u l fi l a hope t h a t
was expressed when the new l i b r a r y p r o j e c t was fi r s t s t a r t e d - - t o complete the renovation p l a n
before the end of 1991, the 80th b i r thday of t h e l i b r a r y .

S u b s t a n t i a l donations f rom t h e o f fi c e s o f Sena to r John D a l y and Assemblyman Joseph P i l l i t t e r e
and a matching g r a n t f rom t h e Western New Yo r k Foundation, t h e Gregg Lewis T r u s t , and donations
f r o m Norman T h i l k , Ashley G a l e , and t h e Wilson Conservation C l u b nelped fi n a l i z e t h e d r i v e , b u t
thousands of s m a l l e r Contr ibutors f r o m a l l over t h e count ry were e q u a l l y important.

The l i b r a r y has been opera t ing temporar i ly f r o m t h e rooms of t h e Ex ley Uni ted Methodist
Church of Wi lson, ,but c l o s e d dur ing t h e week of November 11 - 1 6 t h , then re-opned on t h e 18th in
i t s new f a c i l i t i e s .

In response to many r e q u e s t s f r o m i t s p a t r o n s , a new schedule of l i b r a r y hours has been s e t
up as f o l l o w s : Mondays--9:30 to 11:30 AM w i th a s t o r y h o u r f r o m 10 to 11 AM.

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays t h e hours a r e 1 to 4 PM; Fr idays, 2 to 5 PM; and on
S a t u r d a y, 1 0 A M t o 1 PM.

* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE "SUN":

C o l l e e n S l a t e , t h e new Chr is t ian educator o f t h e 2nd P r e s b y t e r i a n Church i n L o c k p o r t , w i l l
coord inate Sunday Schoo l , Yo u t h groups, and p l a n s p e c i a l e v e n t s .

C o l l e e n , t h e daugh te r o f Arch ie and Zi lpha P e t t y o f Wilson, g radua ted from t h e Wilson Cen‑
t r a l School in 1966, and c o m p l e t e d undergraduate w o r k at Alma C o l l e g e , Michigan. She rece ived
h e r m a s t e r ' s degree in education a t Niagara Un ive rs i t y.

She i s t h e w i f e o f L . Robin S l a t e and mother o f 2 c h i l d r e n , Jenn i f e r and Mat thew.
* * * * * * * * * *

MUSEUM VISITORS:
An enthusiast ic group of l ad ies from t h e B u f f a l o area YWCA v i s i t e d t h e Wilson Museum on

O c t . 23rd , and were g r e e t e d by John and Eleanor Myers, Dorothy Maxfi led , and Bess McKelvey.
E l l s w o r t h McKelvey took t h e v i s i t o r s through t h e 1903 caboose, and Don Croop showed t h e group
through t h e Barnum and Argue Car Bu i l d ing .

The t o u r , a r ranged through t h e Grand I s l a n d Trans i t Co . o f Lockpor t , was one of 6 tours
scheduled t h i s p a s t summer w i t h stops at t h e Wilson Museum.

* * * * * * * * * *
- WHERE, WERE YOU, CHARLIE BROWN?:

The Wilson Business Association he ld i t s a n n u a l "Grea t Pumpkin Contes t " at t h e Wilson Museum
on O c t o e r 27. No cu t -ou ts were al lowed t h i s y e a r , and a l l judgeable en t r i es were decorated
w i t h buttons, bows, r ibbons, and sequins. The contest was open to I s t g r a d e r s to 9 t h , a l s o adults.

F r e e c i d e r and popcorn was furnished by t h e businessmen, and George and Marge Lederhouse
were hostesses f o r t h e museum which was open f rom 2-4 PM.

* * * w * & * * * *
BON MOT: Being a g r a n d s o n makes every boy smarter.
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BOARD REPORTS:

Is o u r a n n u a l Memorial Day F a i r a l l you wou ld l i k e it to be? Th is is t h e ques t i on t h e Board
would l i k e o u r members to answer. I f you have any ideas or suggest ions t h e B o a r d would l i k e
to h e a r f r o m you b e f o r e January 1 , 1992. H e r e ' s y o u r chance to come up w i t h a g r e a t idea to
make t h e f a i r b e t t e r . D r o p a n o t e o r c a r d t o B o x N o . 830 , o r i f you p r e f e r t o phone, y o u may
c a l l e i t h e r 751-6053; 751-6311; or 751-9827. L e t y o u r v o i c e be heard .

A l l f u t u r e meetings of t h e boa rd w i l l be h e l d on t h e 2nd Wednesday of each month , and meetings
w i l l s t a r t p r o m p t l y a t 7 :30 PM.

Doro thy Maxfie ld thanked N e t t i e and C l a r k Stimson f o r t h e new d isp lay case t h a t has been s e t
up to d i s p l a y b rochures and b o o k l e t s .

A f t e r considerable d i scuss ion , t h e b o a r d decided to e l im ina te t h e Housekeeping Committee, and
have t h e i r du t ies assumed by t h e Museum Committee and t h e i r members. He len S t e v e n s , C o r . S e c . ,
was d i r e c t e d t o send Maryanne Sharpe a l e t t e r o f a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r h e r p a s t e f f o r t s .* * * * * * * * * *
WILSON G I R T, SCOUTS HELP COMMUNITY:

G i r l S c o u t s of Wilson Troop N o . 1 , who a r e work ing f o r t h e i r Community Serv i ce badges, he lped
b e u t i f y t h e museum grounds l a s t month when they p l a n t e d 666 d a f f o d i l b u l b s a l o n g t h e b r i c k w a l k ‑
way b y t h e d e p o t .

The p r o j e c t was completed under t h e superv is ion o f J o a n Demmin, Scout L e a d e r , and E l t o n Kropp,
who prepared t h e ground f o r p l a n t i n g w i t h a r o t o - t i l l e r .

The s o c i e t y wishes to acknowledge t h e fi n e w o r k done by t h e f o l l o w i n g g i r l s c o u t s : Paul ine
W e l l s ; O s i c i S t r o t h e r ; and K r i s t i n e K o o a l s k i , a l l f r o m Wi lson; and Paul ine Luanne Staselavage
o f  Ransomv i l l e . * * * * * * * * * *
MORE MUSEUM IMPROVEMENTS:

E l t o n K r o p p , Grounds C h r m . , has announced t h a t t h e Marze t t i p r o p e r t y, which is leased hy t h e
s o c i e t y, has been l e v e l e d o f f and graded b y P a u l K a r s t e n and h i s town c r e w. ‘The s o c i e t y a l s o
wishes to thank Bob Zas t row and Jess Woodward f o r u s e of t h e v i l l a g e r a k e . A s m a l l amount of
w o r k is y e t to be done to make t h e l a n d ready f o r seeding in t h e s p r i n g .

A l o a d of s t o n e has been p i l e d west o f t h e caboose in prepara t ion f o r l a y i n g t r a c k s and t i e s
f o r t h e Chisolm-Ryder Ra i l road Work C a r t h a t was donated by Don Bur rows in 1987.

Work on t h e F i t t r o Shop i s con t i nu ing w i t h t h e s i d i n g on t h e west end he ing r e p l a c e d r e c e n t l y
b y E d A l l g e i e r , C h r m . , " O l l i e " C l a r k , E l t o n K r o p p , and A l Waite. The b a r n i s e v e n t u a l l y go ing
t o house a blacksmith shop a l o n g wi th various a g r i c u l t u r a l t o o l s and equipment.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Duane Richards , husband of Jean (Carr igan) Richards , died suddenly at Lockpor t Memorial Hos‑
p i t a l o n O c t . 28, 1991. Besides h i s w i f e , h e i s survived b y two c h i l d r e n , Jud i th (Ronald)
Branch of Ransomvil le; and Ronald (Cather ine) Richards of Lockpo r t .

Serv ices were h e l d at t h e Warrens Corners U.M. Church w i t h b u r i a l at Nor th Ridge Cemetery.* * * * * * * * * *
DECEMBER HOSTESSES: ,

Dec. l s t , Don and Wanda B u r r o w s ; Dec. 8 t h , Sara B e r r y and Don Croop; Dec. 1 5 t h , O l l i e and
Helen C l a r k . Helen C l a r k , Chrm., announced t h a t t he museum w i l l be closed Dec. 22nd & Dec. 29 th , .
and v i s i t i n g h o u r s at t h e museum w i l l be suspended J a n u a r y th rough March.* * * * * * * * * *
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS:

O n Sunday, D e c . 8 t h , f r o m 1 : 0 0 t o 4:00PM, C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d and Anne F a e r y w i l l b e i n charge
o f Gecora t ing t h e museum f o r t h e h o l i d a y s . Snacks a r e a c c e p t a b l e , s o why n o t j o i n i n f o r your
fi r s t soc iab le p a r t y o f t h e season.* * * * * * * * * *
HOUSING SHORTAGE:

The f o l l o w i n g no t i ce appeared i n a n 1897 issue o f t h e Wi lson " S t a r " : "Wilson i s h a d l y i n
necd o f a dozen n i c e houses t h a t c o u l d b e r e n t e d f o r $4.00 o r $8.00 d o l l a r s a month. A s i t i s ,
t h e r e i s h a r d l y a vacant house i n t h e v i l l a g e . "

(Note : Something l i k e t h a t m igh t go o v e r p r e t t y good t o d a y, t o o . )* * * * * * * * * *
DECEMBER MEETING:

Come to t h e Christmas p a r t y at t h e museum, December 1 6 t h , at 7:30 PM. There w i l l be e n t e r ‑
t a i nmen t , games, and p r i z e s . The D e p o t w i l l b e decorated p r e t t i l y thanks to C e l e s t e C r a w f o r d ,
Anne F a e r y , and Don B u r r o w s .

C a r o l e Schnoor has t i c k e t s a v a i l a b l e f o r 3 s p e c i a l Chr istmas g i f t s t h a t she acquired. F i r s t
p r i z e w i l l be a T r a i n S e t ; 2nd p r i z e , F a t h e r Chr is tmas, (by Audrey O r r ) ; and 3 r d p r i z e , A Precious
Moment "Snow Dome". ‘The l u c k y t i c k e t h o l d e r s w i l l r ece i ve t h e i r g i f t s at t h e Christmas party.

Refreshment hostesses f o r t h e evening will be Lucille Upton and Sh i r l ey E v a n s .

CREEDENCE S6 c m e c e e w e e e s e n c a c e w n n 1992.....MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION. . . . . 1 9 9 2 . . . . . . . . .ccccccccccccccccecece
RENEWAL.....N E W. . . . . EN
ADDRESS 2 . . . e e e e c e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e P . O . B O X . . . . . . . . . .CITY.c e s s e seewea cavesZIP... e e e

COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . L IFE $150 .00 . . . . . JUNIOR (Under 18) $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . . . .
HONORARY ( 8 5 + ) . . . . . . . .F r e e ENDOWMENT FUND (Donation O p t i o n a l ) . . . . . . . .

TOTAL AMOUNT E N C L O S E D . . . . . . . . . .

P l e a s e make a l l checks p a y a b l e to THE WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY. R e t u r n t o :

ANNE FAERY, 3285 WEST LAKE ROAD, WILSON, N . Y. 14172


