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WILSON'S I C E AGE: .
E v e r s ince we can remember, p e o p l e have been fi g u r i n g o u t ways to keep c o o l i n summer,

and e v e n t h e o l d pioneers who s e t t l e d on t h e p r a i r i e s soon lea rned t h a t a sod h u t c o u l d p r o t e c t
them f r o m t h e summer h e a t and h e l p k e e p them warm i n w i n t e r .

L e s C l a r k o f Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a , who was r a i s e d i n Wi l son , r e c a l l e d how h i s f o l k s would
k e e p t h e i r windows oven 1/4 d i s tance f r o m t h e t o p and b o t t o m t o g e t b e t t e r a i r c i r c u l a t i o n i n
a room; and some o f us can remember how o u r g randpa ren ts used to hang wet sheets o v e r open
doors or windows to h e l p c o o l t h e house in summer.

Te n f o o t h i g h c e i l i n g s were b u i l t i n t o homes to a l l o w h e a t and fumes f r o m wood-burning
s t o v e s t o r i s e above t h e h e a d - l e v e l , and even though p e o p l e d i d n ' t h e a r much about wind c h i l l
f a c t o r s , t hey knew t h a t open windows and c r o s s v e n t i l a t i o n made a room more c o m f o r t a b l e .

I c e boves were w i d e l y used t o p r e s e r v e p e r i s h a b l e f o o d s and i n t h e w i n t e r , window boxes
would keep food s a f e l y o u t s i d e , b u t s t i l l be e a s i l y access ib le f r o m t h e i n s i d e .

Les noted t h a t o l d f r iends used to butcher cows and p igs and hang the meat in unheated
rooms where it would f r e e z e s o l i d u n t i l needed--then a l l one had to do was c u t through the
meat and bone w i t h a meat saw. Some meat t h a t w a s n ' t f r o z e n was a l s o smoked o r "Sugar c u r e d " ,
then hung f rom r a f t e r s u n t i l ready t o use .

When he was a boy, he used to watch w h i l e men sawed b l o c k s of i c e f r o m t h e f rozen-over
Twelve Mi le C r e e k , then drawn by ho rse and s led to Ackerman's Dairy where t h e b locks were
p laced in an i c e house and covered w i th sawdust.

" I c e was a l s o manufactured at t h e Wilson Cold S t o r a g e , and B i l l Schnoor and " C u r l y " Loomis
were t h e ice-makers. Three hundred pound i c e cakes were made in a p o o l cons is t i ng of a s a l t
b r ine s o l u t i o n which was coo led b y a n ammonia hea t exchange process. Ammonia gas was com‑
pressed by use of a l a r g e d iese l engine. ( T h i s engine is now owned by Gordon Mawhiney of Wilson.
and h a s been e x h i b i t e d and ope ra ted a t r e c e n t H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty Memorial Day F a i r s . )

"The ammonia coo led s a l t w a t e r s o l u t i o n was brough t down to 27 degrees fharenhe i t which
e a s i l y f r o z e t h e water i n t o 300 pound b l o c k s o f i c e . The b l o c k s were t h e n s t o r e d i n t h e C o l d
S t o r a g e b u i l d i n g t o c o o l t h e a p p l e s b r o u g h t t h e r e i n t h e f a l l . I n t h e S p r i n g , t h e i c e was s o l d .

" P r i o r to s e l l i n g i t , t h e b l o c k s were sco red w i t h gang-saws so t h a t anyone w i t h an i c e
p i c k c o u l d sepa ra te t h e b l o c k i n t o 2 5 , 5 0 , o r 100 l b . cakes o f i c e .

"The i c e was t h e n s o l d t o p r i v a t e homes, b a r s , and s t o r e s , o r used f o r " i c i n g " r a i l r o a d
c a r s fi l l e d w i t h f r u i t f o r shipment around t h e C o u n t r y .

"Ano the r r e v e l a t i o n showing t h e ingenu i t y o f p e o p l e b e f o r e t h e advent o f modern r e f r i g e r a ‑
t i o n , was t h e u s e of underground sp r i ngs d i r e c t e d t h r o u g h a c e l l a r to c o o l m i l k and o t h e r m i l k
p r o d u c t s . The method was q u i t e e f f e c t i v e a s sp r i ng wa te rs u s u a l l y were abou t 4 5 degrees .

" A f t e r Wor ld War I I , t h e i c e business f e l l o f f a s new r e f r i g e r a t i o n u n i t s r e p l a c e d t h e i c e
boxes and dr ip -pans p r e v i o u s l y used i n most homes."

There have been many changes in o u r l i f e s t y l e s s i n c e 1940, and shou ld anyone have any
d o u b t , consider t h i s :

I f you were b o r n b e f o r e 1940 you were b o r n b e f o r e t e l e v i s i o n , p e n i c i l l i n , p o l i o s h o t s ,
f r o z e n f o o d s , X e r o x , p l a s t i c s , c o n t a c t l e n s e s , f r i s b i e s , and t h e P i l l .

Yo u were b o r n b e f o r e R a d a r, c r e d i t c a r d s , l a z a r beams, b a l l p o i n t p e n s , p a n t y h o s e , e l e c t r i c
b l a n k e t s , d ishwashers, c l o t h e s d r y e r s , and a i r c o n d i t i o n e r s .

Yo u were b o r n b e f o r e Day C a r e C e n t e r s , g roup t h e r a p y , and N u r s i n g Homes; and you h a d n ' t y e t
heard abou t FMr a d i o , tape d e c k s , e l e c t r i c t ypewr i t e r s , a r t i fi c i a l h e a r t s , o r word p rocesso rs .

F a s t f o o d was wha t you a t e d u r i n g L e n t , w h i l e p i z z a s , McDona lds , and i n s t a n t c o f f e e were
s t i l l i n t h e f u t u r e . (How d i d w e e v e r s u r v i v e ? )

We thank L e s C l a r k f o r h i s i n t e r e s t i n g observa t ions abou t a p e r i o d in W i l s o n ' s p a s t t h a t
f e w i n t o d a y ' s younger g e n e r a t i o n p r o b a b l y have any concept ion o f .* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD MEETING:

The l s t meet ing of t h e Board of D i r e c t o r s in t h e New Ye a r w i l l be h e l d on Wednesday, J a n .
1 2 , 1994, at 7 :30 PM in t h e Wi lson Museum. S t a r t t h e New Ye a r r i g h t and p l e a s e a t t e n d .
Committee Chairmen a r e encouraged to a t t e n d meet ings, b u t o n l y board members may v o t e .

* *k * * k * *k * * *
B r i a n Dunnigan, d i r e c t o r , o r a represen ta t i ve o f F o r t N iagara, w i l l be t h e g u e s t s p e a k e r a t

t h e J a n . 1 7 , 1994 meeting at t h e museum at 7 :30 PM. Refreshment hos tesses w i l l be L o i s Barnum
and Emma L o u Reppentine.

* * * * cig * * *

R o n M o t : T a n !+ u c a fi m a a r w o n r d c e e r a l a c c t y ‐ n i g t h i e r m a n W o r e t r i a v a d
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January 1994 (Page 2)
SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT PROCEEDING:

Superv iso r H a r o l d Mosher has been n o t i fi e d by Richard Z ipp , S u p ' t . o f Schoo ls , t h a t t h e
Wilson C e n t r a l School Board of Educat ion , work ing t h r o u g h a School/Community Committe, is
endeavoring to move t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse to t h e p rope r t y of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y, and t h a t M r s . H. Jean F i g u r a , t r u s t e e of t h e B o a r d , would coordinate t h e committee
e f f o r t f o r t h e Board of Educat ion.

The H is to r i ca l Society had p rev ious l yadvised t h e Schoo l Boa rd by 1 e t t e r t h a t t h e Society
wou ld a c c e p t t h e schoolhouse and respons ib i l i t y f o r i t once t h e b u i l d i n g i s p l a c e d on t h e
S o c i e t y ' s S i t e . The Soc ie ty has a l s o s e t as ide a n amount o f money t o prepare a s i t e and
foundat ion f o r t h e schoo l .

Since t h e H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty f a c i l i t i e s a r e l o c a t e d o n Town p r o p e r t y, t h e p r o j e c t depends
on whether t h e Town Board accepts t h e b u i l d i n g and l e n d s i t s s u p p o r t to t h e Committee.

M r . Z ipp s t a t e d t h a t " I t would be wonder fu l to p r e s e r v e t h e o l d Randa l l Road Schoolhouse
f o r i t s h i s t o r i c a l and educational v a l u e f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s , and t h i s community p r o j e c t
r e p r e s e n t sy e t another b r i g h t s p o t o f broad-based p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f c i t i z e n s and o f fi c i a l s
f o r t h e b e n e fi t of Wi lson."

* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Connie Reyno lds Moss has donated 2 Baby B l a n k e t s ; Homespun Baby B l a n k e t ; S a t i n C r i b B l a n k e t ;
6 Chrocheted Baby Caps; Two B i b ; 3 Boot ie and Sacque S e t s ; Snowsuit and Cap; Tied Q u i l t (1890);
3 D r e s s e s , ( e a r l y 1 9 0 0 ' s ) ; Wi lson Centenn ia l S k i r t and 2 B o n n e t s ; Tied P a t c h Q u i l t ; Pieced
Q u i l t Top; and Hand-qu i l ted Appliqued Q u i l t .

B e r n a r d I s r a e l : E a r l y Christmas Tr e e Decorat ions; Ant ique German Candle C l i p s f o r Christmas
Trees ; Pap ier Mache S l e i g h and Reindeer; R u r a l New Yo r k e r (100 th Anniversary Copy); F l o u r Ad
(1889) ; Tom Breneman's L i f e S t o r y (1948) ; M.E . Sunday Schoo l Work Book (1917) ; Copies of
B u f f a l o Evening News (1927) and (Nov. 1915) .

Don Croop: Kodak Instamat ic P r o j e c t o r (M-85); Wil loughby Museum P l a t e , "Poems", by John
G r e e n l e a f W h i t t i e r ; Centenn ia l T i e (1958) ; Former Bast Wilson Boy S c o u t Troop #41 F l a g ; Navy
L e o t a r d s , Navy Bath ing S u i t ; a l s o , 2-two p iece White Navy Uniforms; 2 D r e s s B l u e Navy Uniforms;
Two Navy Tops and T i e Uniforms. (Navy uniforms belonged to Howard D. Croop whi le se rv ing
on t h e U . S . S . I n t r e p i d in t h e Mediterranean a f t e r graduat ing f r o m Wilson High School in 1957. )

John G u r s k i , S r : Adve r t i s i ng Thermometer f r o m o l d B .N . L a fl e r S t o r e ; Two Fashion Catalogs;
> H a i r Wavers; " C u r v i t " Woman's R a z o r (1900); ( I t ems belonged t o M o t h e r, Anna G u r s k i ) ; a l s o ,
Gold Medal F l o u r Cookbook (1910); t h a t belonged to Verna Gursk i ' s mothe r, Emma Schrock.

Dorothy L o r t : Centennial I s s u e of Wilson " C r e s t " ; Wilson " S t a r s " , (10/28/42), (11/11/43);
Newspaper Cl ipp ings of Wilson Centennial (1958); Pos t Card of Wilson Main S t r e e t by F. A . Mudge.
Cl ipp ing on Golden Ayers F i r s t B i r thday; 1959 p i c t u r e of Wilson #1 New Fi re t ruck.

Haze l Sal isbury: Apple Brusher made by F loyd Sa l isbury,ca . 1955, and used to remove spray
residue f rom a p p l e s s o t h a t they cou ld b e s o l d l o c a l l y .

Kenneth G a s k i l l of Broadview Heights, Ohio: Energ izer K i t ; Massageand Vibra t ing K i t .
E leanor Harr ington: B . L . Ga le Co. Veneers-Plywood, Wi lson, NY (1 78-29) w i th calendar on

back. Notebook advertisement.
Esther Myers: Cur ta in S t r e t c h e r s ; Wilson " S t a r " ; and Farmer's Almanac.
I v y Thomas Family, Newfane: Hand-made Welcome Signs .
David Russ o f L o c k p o r t : Frames A n t i Freeze C h a r t ; P l a s t i c E l e c t r i c Kendal l O i l S i g n .
Ransomville Ce leb ra t i on Committee: H i s t o r y Book of Ransomvi l le 's 175 th C e l e b r a t i o n .* * * * * * * * * *

POINTS OF LIGHT:
The success o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y depends o n how w e l l t h e o f fi c e r s and committee

Chairmen do t h e i r j obs . From t ime to t ime we l i k e to mention some who r e a l l y "sh ine" .
Our t a r g e t f o r t h i s N e w s l e t t e r i s L o i s Jennings who has per fo rmed admirably a s Chairman o f

t h e Acqu is i t i ons Committee. The d e t a i l e d l i s t i n g s in t h e month ly n e w s l e t t e r s g i v e s one a l i t t l e
idea o f what h e r j o b e n t a i l s .

F o r each i t em donated to t h e museum, an accession r e c o r d s l i p is made o u t w i t h one copy f o r
t h e d o n o r , one to t h e n e w s l e t t e r e d i t o r , and t h e o t h e r k e p t i n t h e museum fi l e . A l l acqu i s i t i ons
a r e t h e n acknowledged by L o i s , and w r i t t e n in t h e museum Accession B o o k .

A f t e r a c q u i s i t i o n s a r e r e c o r d e d , t h e y a r e k e p t i n t h e l i b r a r y u n t i l t h e chairman o f t h e
var ious w o r k areas such a s t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g , Argue B u i l d i n g , F i t t r o Shop, and D e p o t , p i c k
u p t h e items r e l e v a n t t o t h e i r a rea and p u t them o n d i s p l a y.

Thank you, L o i s , you r dedicated e f f o r t s have been a b i g f a c t o r in t h e s o c i e t y ' s success.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

S a n t a , w i t h a l i t t l e h e l p f r o m P e g F r i t t o n , p u t a n i c e s u r p r i s e i n B i l l F r i t t o n ' s s t o c k i n g
t h i s Christmas---a L i f e Membership in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

B i l l j o i n e d t h e s o c i e t y i n 1978 and h a s been a n a c t i v e member e v e r s i n c e . I n 1981, b o t h h e
and h i s w i f e se rved as co-chairmen of t h e Ways & Means Committee, and in 1988 he was e l e c t e d to
t h e Board o f Tr u s t e e s . I n 1990 h e was appointed Chairman o f t h e Plann ing B o a r d , and a l s o
se rved t h a t y e a r a s P u b l i c i t y Chairman.

B i l l g radua ted f r o m Wilson H i g h Schoo l in 1933, and a t tended t h e C o l l e g e of Engineering at
t h e Un ive rs i t y of Alabama. He was Vice-President of t h e D e x t e r Cap C o r p . , H y s o l D i v i s i o n , at
O l e a n , New Y o r k , and h i s unique e x p e r t i s e h a s a l s o h e l p e d t h e s o c i e t y t o o b t a i n g r a n t s .

* * * * * * * * * *
The s o c i e t y i s a l s o happy t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: David and Peggy Ganshaw

o f Ya r m o u t h , M A . , and R o b e r t and Ann B o t z e r o f Newfane , New Yo r k . A l s o , two new j u n i o r members,
Amanda Zurenda of V i r g i n i a Beach , V A . , and S t e r l i n g P h i l l i p s o f Roches te r, New Yo r k .

* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

Eve ry idea has i t s doubters ; E v e r y accomplishment i t s c r i t i c s .
a &k “ < ry E* *« * n « * « «x x
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TOURISM COMMITTEE PROMOTES TOWN:

The town o f Wi l son 's annua l 5K f o o t r a c e , "The Salmon R u n " , and One M i l e F u n Run has con ‑
t i nued to grow since i t was fi r s t i n i t i a t e d in 1985 by Town Superv isor, Haro ld M o s h e r, in
cooperat ion w i t h t h e Town o f Wi lson Tourism Committee. P a r t i c i p a n t s a r e drawn f r o m t h e l o c a l
a r e a a s w e l l a s f r o m o u t - o f - s t a t e and Canada.

The t w o r a c e s a r e h e l d each y e a r in conjunct ion w i t h t h e G r e a t L a k e s Pro-Am Salmon Team
To u r n a m e n t , and r a c e f e e s a r e earmarked t o b e n e fi t c i v i c p r o j e c t s .

M i l k f o r H e a l t h , Marine Midland Bank and Hayden/Wegman Consu l t i ng Enyineers co-sponsor
b o t h  r a c e s .

The Wi lson Tourism Committee r e c e n t l y recommended and received a p p r o v a l to make t h e f o l l o w ‑
i n g donations f r o m r a c e revenues:

$2,000 t o t h e Wilson Vo l u n t e e r F i r e Company # 1 ambulance f u n d f o r t h e purchase o f ALS
equipment f o r p e d i a t r i c ca re and t rea tmen t .

A T V and VCR u n i t v a l u e d a t $500 t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y f o r program and o t h e r
v ideo presentat ions.

$1,500 t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y f o r t h e s p e c i fi c u s e o f r e h a b i l i t a t i n g t h e o l d
R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse.

The races have a l s o genera ted f u n d i n g f o r a v a r i e t y o f p r o j e c t s o v e r t h e years i n c l u d i n g
l i g h t e d Christmas decorat ions on Young S t r e e t ; l i b r a r i e s ; Boy S c o u t s ; G i r l S c o u t s ; pen and
p e n c i l s e t s f o r l o c a l se rv i c emen and women who served i n D e s e r t S t o r m ; and t h e a n n u a l S o c c e r
Tournament h e l d in J u l y . . C o n t r i b u t i o n s were a l s o made to t h e Inter-Community Hosp i t a l Expan ‑
s i o n Fund; and t h e Wilson Community Jamboree to b e n e fi t M e r c y F l i g h t .

Ba rba ra Mosher and Janice Z ipp , co-chairmen of t h e Tour ism Committee a r e ass is ted by
Edwaré: A l l g e i e r , Tom B a t e m a n , F l o y d C l a r k , and representat ives f r o m t h e Wilson Business Asso ‑
c i a t i o n , t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, and t h e V i l l a g e T r u s t e e s . Jean F igu ra and Wanda
B u r r o w s s e r v e as s t a f f members. * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

S t u a r t Wa l p o l e , 81 , f o rme r Wi lson r e s i d e n t , d i e d D e c . 4 , 1993 a t Be th Salom Nurs ing Home,
Richmond, V a . , a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s .

He was a member of E x l e y Un i ted Method is t Church . Wor l d War II Ve t e r a n ; R o c k e t Technician:
at B e l l Aerospace f o r 26 yea rs ; 50 yea r member of Wi lson L i o n ' s C l u b ; Exempt member of Wilson
V o l . F i r e Co. # 1 ; Wilson Masonic Lodge ; and Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

He is survived by h i s w i f e , Ernestine Die t r i ck Walpole of Richmond, V a . , and 2 grandch i ld ren.
Services were h e l d a t the Hamilton & C l a r k F u n e r a l Chapel w i t h Rev. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g .
B u r i a l was in Nor th Ridge Cemetery in Cambria.* * * * * * * * * *

Ida E . Wi l son , 91 , a n Honorary member o f t t e ’ Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty, died Nov. 12, 1993,
at Inter-Community Hosp i ta l , N e w f a n e , f o l l o w i n g a s h o r t i l l n e s s .

She was the w i fe of the l a t e Wa l t e r T. Wi lson, p a r t owner of t h e Wilson B r o s . Boathouse. She
was a l s o pre-deceased by a daugh te r, Barbara J. Wi lson, who died February 11 , 1993. Wa l t e r and
I d a Fortcomb were married at P e k i n , N Y, in 1924.

She is surv ived by one s i s t e r , F l o r e n c e G i l l , of M o n r o e , Michigan. She jo ined t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Society i n 1975 and became a n Honorary member i n 1984.

Serv ices were h e l d in S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal C h u r c h , and b u r i a l was in Greenwood Cemetery,* * * * * * * * * *
E s t h e r Johnson P o p e , 9 2 , a n H o n o r a r y Member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, d ied Decemeber‑

11 , 1993, a t t h e LeRoy V i l l a g e G r e e n Nurs ing F a c i l i t y where she r e s i d e d since F e b r u a r y, 1992.
She was t h e daugh t e r o f C l a r e n c e and N e t t i e H . Johnson , na t ives o f Wi lson, and she g radua ted

f r o m Wilson H igh i n 1919. She l a t e r t a u g h t E n g l i s h i n t h e Wilson School D i s t r i c t .
She was p r e - d eceased by h e r husband , John Pope, in F e b . , 1992, and a f t e r moving to O a k fi e l d

d i d v o l u n t e e r wo rk a t Genessee Memorial H o s p i t a l , R o c h e s t e r , and t h e l o c a l l i b r a r y i n O a k fi e l d .
She i s su rv i ved by a s o n , Dan ie l (Jean) Pope o f O a k fi e l d , a l s o 3 g randch i l d ren . B u r i a l w i l l

be by cremat ion and a Memorial s e r v i c e w i l l be h e l d at O a k fi e l d in t h e Spr ing.* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS I N THE NEWS: Tim Goodman, E r i c M i t t l e f e h l d t , and Nathan G r o f f have been inducted i n t o

t h e Nat iona l Honor Soc . by Wi lson High S c h o o l . To q u a l i f y , s tudents had to e x c e l in S e r v i c e ,
Scho la rsh ip , Leadership, and C h a r a c t e r.

+ x * + * * * * * *

FINAL NOTICE:
The 3 r d and fi n a l a p p l i c a t i o n f o r membership i s a t t a c h e d t o t h i s N e w s l e t t e r , and w e would

sugges t t h a t i f you wish t o con t inue r e c e i v i n g t h e N e w s l e t t e r t h a t you p l e a s e r e t u r n i t a s soon
a S p o s s i b l e t o Anne F a e r y w i t h y o u r payment .* * * * * * * * * *
FOOD FOR THOUGHT:

The b e s t way to apprec ia te h a v i n g y o u r j o b is to imagine how y o u ' d be w i t h o u t i t .
* * * * *& * * * * *
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1 9 9 4 . . . . . . . c c c e c e MEMBERSHIP A P P L I C AT I O N . . . . . . - . . e 0 e e 0 5 1994
N E W. . . . . RENEWAL... .. NAME... c e c e c e c e e s c cc e c e c e c e e e e e t e c e e e e e a c s Pr i t ( )eseseceeeccvecees
ADDRESS. e e e e c e c e c e c e c e c e c e c e c c e u s c e e s c e e n e e s P. O . B O X . . . . . 0 Z i p . . . . .
COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . JR.(under 18) $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . LIFE $150.00. . . . . . . .00.eeeeeee
HONORARY (85+) ..... ENDOWMENT FUND $ . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 5 - TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ . . . . . . . . . . . e . 0 0 0 0 ‑

P l e a s e make a l l checks p a y a b l e to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o :

ANNE ARGUE FAERY BOX NO. 731 WILSON, NEW YORK 14172
whe ~ + + + a + + + ~. >
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MAJOR MEDIA CITES WILSON:

Jim C o r n e l l o f B o s t o n , M A . , s e n t us a news i t e m t h a t appeared in t h e New Yo r k Times on
September 5, 1993, w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g no ta t i on :

“Perhaps you saw t h i s . No m a t t e r , i t ' s w o r t h repea t ing ! Wi lson 's b r i g h t and s h i n i n g
moment in t h e Major Media is w e l l deserved--as us Wilson devotees know so w e l l . "

The a r t i c l e , w r i t t e n b y B r u c e Weber, describes h i s c r o s s - c o u n t r y b i c y c l e t r i p when t h e
l a s t l e g of h i s journey t a k e s him e a s t f r o m Niagara F a l l s a l o n g Rou te 18 , and we quo te :

“ U p s t a t e New Yo r k may n o t b e e x o t i c t o a New Y o r k e r , b u t i t t u r n s o u t t o b e w o r t h a l o o k
f r o m behind handlebars,

"Route 18 , f o r example, is as sp lend id a s t r e t c h of r i d i n g as t h e na t i on h a s , at l e a s t i t
was o n t h e s p a r k l i n g day o n which I sampled i t , w i t h s m a l l towns exuding a k i n d o f American
good h e a l t h , separated by co rn fi e l d s and horse barns l i n e d up a l o n g t h e l a k e .

" I n Wi lson, t h e r e was an old-fashioned ca rn i va l go ing on in t h e c e n t e r of town--an adver ‑
tisement f o r wholesomeness, where a man s o l d me a h o t d o g he described s incere ly as " R e a l l y,
r e a l l y , good" , and n o t one o f a h a l f dozen res iden ts I asked cou ld remember i f t h e r e was a
p u b l i c te lephone in t o w n . "

* * * *& * * * * * *
BUSINESSMAN DISLIKED SALES:

One o f t h e p r o p r i e t o r s o f Wi lson 's o l d e s t bus iness , LaMont Hamilton o f Hamilton & C l a r k s ,
d i d n o t be l ieve in s a l e s . He f e l t t h a t s a l e s were u n f a i r to customers who had prev ious ly
purchased i tems at t h e r e g u l a r p r i c e .

Du r i ng t h e G r e a t Depression, when manu fac tu re r s p ressu red h im to r u n s a l e s , he r e l u c t a n t l y
a g r e e d , b u t , s t i c k i n g t o h i s p r i n c i p l e s , whenever h e s o l d a n i tem a t t h e s a l e p r i c e , h e would
v o l u n t a r i l y r e f u n d t h e p r i c e - d i f f e r e n c e t o customers who had e a r l i e r purchased t h e same i tem
a t t h e r e g u l a r p r i c e .

Can y o u p i c t u r e a businessman today adop t ing such a merchandizing p o l i c y as t h a t ?* * * * * * * * * *
SOCIETY ELECTS NEW PRESIDENT:

Don Bur rows rece ived a m a j o r i t y o f vo tes in t h e r e c e n t "ma i l -ba l l o t " e lec t i on f o r President
of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. G a r y F i t c h , runner -up , w i l l be t h e new Vice-President.
A t o t a l of n e a r l y 250 vo tes were c a s t by o u r members.

The s e c r e t a r y c a s t one v o t e f o r t h e remaining s l a t e o f o f fi c e r s which were p r e s e n t e d b y t h e
Nominating Committee at t h e l a s t m e e t i n g . The new o f fi c e r s a r e :

Norman MacAsk i l l , 2nd Vice-President; Bobbie H u l l , Recording Secre ta ry ; Ann B o t z e r , Cor res ‑
ponding Secretary ; and Caro le Schnoor, Treasurer.

Trustees e lec ted to December 31, 1996 a r e : Anne Argue Faery ; A r thu r Schnoor, and D a r r e l l
Smith.

Committee Chairmen: Lo is Jennings, Acquisi t ions; Judy King, By-Laws; Ce les te Crawford,
Genealogy; Marge Lederhouse, Hostesses; Janet S p o r l e d e r, H is to r i ca l S i t e s ; Bess McKelvey,
L i b r a r i a n ; Anne Argue F a e r y, Membership; Lo i s Jennings, Memorial; Don Croop, Newslet ter and
Pub l ica t ions ; Janet Nas lund , Programs; Wanda, By r rows , P u b l i c i t y ; Nor ie Desso , Refreshments;
and Richard Schmidle, Ways & Means. * * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

When Robert L . Eastman of Nor th r idge, C a l i f o r n i a , renewed h i s membership r e c e n t l y , he men‑
t ioned t h a t he is t h e g r e a t , g r e a t grandson of John Eastman who came to these Lake O n t a r i o
shores in 1810 w i t h Reuben Wi lson , f r o m whom t h e town der ives i t s name.

John and Reuben b u i l t cabins a l o n g t h e lakeshore n e a r t h e p r e s e n t in tersect ion of Maple
Road and Rou te 18 , and t h e land ing s i t e was marked a f e w yea rs ago by t h e soc ie ty ' s H is to r i ca l
S i tes Committee chaired b y J a n e t S p o r l e d e r . R o b e r t ' s g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r , Henry Eas tman , was
born in t h e cabin in 1815.

R o b e r t has done considerable r e s e a r c h on t h e Eastman f a m i l y , and on a t r i p to Eng land t h i s
p a s t summer was a b l e t o t r a c e h i s f a m i l y ' s r o o t s back t o t h e 1500's du r i ng t h e r e i g n o f King
Henry t h e 8 t h .

* * * * * * * * * *
BY-LAWS APPROVED:

Judy K i n g , Chrm. o f t h e By~Laws Comm., p r e s e n t e d t h e rev ised copy o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s b y - l a w s
at t h e D e c . 20th meeting, and a l l changes were unanimously approved. She sa id t h a t copies can
b e made f o r o f fi c e r s who would l i k e one.

Judy is to be complemented f o r t h e fi n e j o b s h ' s done s ince since accept ing t h e appointment
f r o m t h e Board of Directors in 1992.

*k * * * * * * * * *
D I D YOU KNOW t h a t members of t h e B u r r o w s and F i t c h f a m i l y s have l i v e d in Wilson s ince t h e 1830s?

* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:

The one abso lu te l y u n s e l fi s h f r i e n d a person has in t h i s s e l fi s h w o r l d i s h i s dog.* * * * * * * * * *
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A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE

Don Croop, N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r
and

Anne Argue F a e r y, Memberships



teeal
el “tf

(6Sutqutzg uewetod)

Z °ON €2 “TOA Pp66l ATeNAGeY

soup? ‘ 4 0 0 8 5' MGIVNOO

YBLLITSMIN
. E9LE- ZLIPL R O A ANN ‘NOSTA

Fabrearey L294 dy2j20¢q9 je2120)81¢% VOSTIR

LIONS PROMOTE WILSON COMMUNITY:
The y e a r 1941 was t h e era f o r t w o memorable events‐-America's e n t r y i n t o Wo r l d War I I , and

t h e fo rma t ion of t h e Wilson L ions C l u b . A l t h o u g h t h e war was b r o u g h t to a happy conclus ion
i n 1945, t h e L ions C l u b i s s t i l l go ing s t r o n g a f t e r 5 3 y e a r s .

The L o c k p o r t L ions sponsored t h e Wi lson C l u b , and in November, 1941, two hundred and fi f t y
L ions from surrounding a r e a s g a t h e r e d in t h e Wi lson H i g h S c h o o l aud i to r ium f o r a c h a r t e r
p r e s e n t a t i o n ceremony.

F o l l o w i n g a good suppe r, ‘ ‘ } : 4 i r m a n James C . C o r n e l l c a l l e d t h e meet ing t o o r d e r and i n t r o ‑
duced M r . E a r l W. Brydges, p r e s i d e n t , who accepted t h e c l u b ' s c h a r t e r f r o m D r . N e f f o f
Niagara F a l l s , New Yo r k .

The names insc r i bed on the new c h a r t e r were: D r . John F. A r g u e , D r . George W. Badger,
A . W. B l e m a s t e r , V i r g i l B . B o w e r s o x , S t a n l e y W. B o r n g r a e b e r, W i l l a r d H . B r o d e r i c k , E a r l
W . Brydges, Wes ley A . C h u r c h i l l , James C . C o r n e l l , H a r o l d F. D a v i s , Bernard E . Conno rs ,
Howard S . K a y n e r , Ronald P. S w i c k , Kermit L i d d e l , R e v. Edward F r a n k l i n , John A . Myers ,
F r a n k E. Radigan, M a i t l a n d P. S m i t h , Rex E. S t a c y , F r a n c i s A. Ta t e , Norman J. T h i l k ,
and John H. Wilson.

Since it was organized, the L ions Club has been foremost in the promotion of many wor th ‑
while p r o j e c t s in Wi lson , and perhaps most noteworthy has been t h e i r suppor t of t h e B u f f a l o
Eye Bank Research Soc ie t y. The soc ie ty was founded by t h e Lions Clubs of Western New Yo r k ,
and n o t o n l y provides c o r n e a l serv ice f o r the.blind, b u t a l s o he lps underwritet h e cos t of
eye g l a s s e s f o r the needy.

The Wilson Lions have a l s o supported many o the r community a c t i v i t i e s such a s the " L i t t l e
League", the A l l Spor ts Boos te r C l u b , t h e Wilson Free L i b r a r y, t h e Wilson Golden Agers,
the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y, and t h e Wilson Boy and G i r l Scou ts .

Other a c t i v i t i e s i n which t h e y have been involved have included cleaning u p and repa i r ing
headstones in Greenwood Cemetery, enter ta in ing youngsters in the Niagara County "B ig Brothers
and B i g S i s t e r s " p rogram, and promot ing H o l l o w ' e n p a r t i e s f o r youngs te rs a t t h e Wilson F i r e
H a l l . I n a d d i t i o n t o monies rece ived f r o m p e r s o n a l d o n a t i o n s , t h e Lions have p a r t i c i p a t e d i n
a number o f a c t i v i t i e s t o r a i s e money f o r a v a r i e t y o f programs,

Outs tand ing among t h e s e h a v e been " s e l l - o u t " p e r f o r m a n c e s b y l o c a l t a l e n t i n such musical
shows a s t h e "K ing and I " , "Music M a n " , "Bye Bye B i r d i e " , and "F idd ie r o n t h e R o o f . "

A t t h e January meet ing o f t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s , Kev in C o r n e l l and o t h e r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
o f t h e L ions C l u b , a t t ended and donated s e v e r a l v a l u a b l e a r t i f a c t s f o r d i sp l ay i n t h e Wilson
Museum. I n c l u d e d was t h e fi r s t f r a m e d C h a r t e r o f t h e C l u b p r e s e n t e d i n 1941; t h e fi r s t
o r i g i n a l Wilson Lions C l u b B a n n e r ; and two B r a s s B e l l s o n which t h e names o f p a s t p r e s i d e n t s
a r e e n g r a v e d .

Accord ing to M r . C o r n e l l , t h e i tems were bel ieved to have been l o s t in t h e disast rous Hub
H o t e l fi r e in 1980, b u t were ins tead saved by s e v e r a l of t h e i r members. The dec is ion was t h e n
made t o t u r n t h e items o v e r t o t h e museum where they wou ld b e s a f e and p u t o n d i s p l a y.

Kevin s a i d t h a t t h e Wilson L i o n s C l u b would be happy to accept new members, and s h o u l d
anyone b e i n t e r e s t e d , p l e a s e c o n t a c t M r . P e t e r Z a b e l , Membership Chairman, a t 751-6062.

* * * * * * *k * * *
ANOTHER REAL BEAUTY:

W ecan t h i n k o f n o b e t t e r way t o descr ibe t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ' s 1994 q u i l t t h a n
t o s a y , " I t ' s a R e a l B e a u t y . "

The o l d hand-embroidered q u i l t t o p was donated by M r s . Dorothy L o r t of Wilson who obtained
it f r o m t h e l a t e V i o l e t G idd ings . Of considerable i n t e r e s t is t h e f a c t t h a t one of t h e b locks
was i n i t i a l e d b y t h e l a t e G e r t r u d e Plunbof Wi lson.

Donat ion t i c k e t s a r e now a v a i l a b l e and a book i s enclosed w i t h t h i s N e w s l e t t e r f o r y o u r
convenience. I t wou ld be g r e a t l y apprec ia ted i f y o u w o u l d r e t u r n y o u r t i c k e t s t u b s and dona‑
t i o n s t o o u r t a l e n t e d " q u i l t l a d y " , B e t t y S t i m s o n , B o x 162 , Wi l son , N Y. , 14172.

T i c k e t h o l d e r s w i l l a l s o b e a b l e t o w in s e v e r a l o t h e r v a l u a b l e p r i z e s i n c l u d i n g a hand ‑
c r a f t e d t a b l e c l o t h b y M r s . Alma McGra th o f L o c k p o r t ; a d i s t i n c t i v e Wood Carv ing b y Bob
Schearer o f Wi lson ; a "Wilson Sketchbook" H i s t o r y o f Wi lson ; and two Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y
Recipe Books. The drawing w i l l be h e l d on Memorial D a y, Wilson Museum grounds , May 30, 1994.* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

When t h e r e i s room i n t h e h e a r t , t h e r e i s a lways room i n t h e house.
* * * * * * * * * *
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1813 FORT FLAG MAY RETURN:

The o l d F o r t Niagara F l a g t a k e n by t h e B r i t i s h a f t e r t h e cap tu re of F o r t Niagara on
December 19 , 1813, may be r e t u r n e d to t h e f o r t sometime in t h e n e a r f u t u r e .

D u r i n g t h e War of 1812, F o r t Niagara served as a base f o r a r a i d aga ins t Canada in May,1813,
which r e s u l t e d in t h e c a p t u r e of F o r t G e o r y e . About 60 Americans h e l d t h e f o r t u n t i l t hey
l ea rned t h a t a l a r g e B r i t i s h f o r c e was p repa r i ng to l a u n c h an a t t a c k t o recap tu re i t . They
decided to withdraw to t h e American s i d e of t h e r i v e r , b u t b e f o r e abandoning F o r t George , t h e y
burned down t h e villace of Newark , now known as Niagara-on-the-Lake.

The B r i t i s h decided t o r e t a l i a t e and o n t h e n i g h t o f December 1 9 t h , t h e y crossed t h e r i v e r
at F i v e M i l e Meadows, and marched up t h e r i v e r to t h e American f o r t . There , in t h e e a r l y
morning h o u r s , t hey found t h e g a t e s p a r t i a l l y open a s t h e guard was changed, and were a b l e
t o q u i c k l y t a k e o v e r t h e f o r t cap tu r i ng o v e r 350 o f fi c e r s and men.

The fl a g which was t a k e n f r o m t h e f o r t a f t e r t h e b a t t l e had fl o w n o v e r i t s ince 1809, and
hac 1 4 s t a r s and 1 5 s t r i p e s . I t was made o f w o o l b u n t i n g and t h e whi te s t a r s were app l i ed
o v e r s t a r - s h a p e d h o l e s i n t h e b l u e fi e l d .

The fl a g c u r r e n t l y hangs i n Megginch C a s t l e i n S c o t l a n d , and i s t h e p r o p e r t y o f Lady S t r a n g e ,
a member o f t h e B r i t i s h House o f L o r d s .

The O l d F o r t Niagara Assoc ia t ion i s p r e s e n t l y conduc t ing a f u n d - r a i s i n g d r i v e t o c o l l e c t
money to p e r m i t development of a v i s i t o r c e n t r e and museum at t h e f o r t where t h e r a r e fl a g
may once a g a i n b e e x h i b i t e d .

. * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Rena B . Coe , 101, a n H o n o r a r y member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y, d ied D e c . 22, 1993,
at t h e Orcha rd Manor Nurs ing Home in Medina. H e r husband, C l a r e Coe, d ied in J a n u a r y, 1966.

Rena was a member o f t h e M idd lepo r t Un i t ed Methodist Church; t h e M idd lepo r t Sen io r C i t i z e n s ;
and a P a s t M a t r o n o f t h e Wilson O r d e r o f t h e E a s t e r n S t a r .

She is survived by two d a u g h t e r s , M a r i l y n Rogenmoser o f Midd lepor t , and V i r g i n i a P u r s e l l o f
W i l l i a m s v i l l e , New Yo r k ; a l s o , 5 g r a n d c h i l d r e n and 8 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

B u r i a l was i n Lynhaven Cemetery, Ly n d o n v i l l e , New Yo r k .* * * * * * * * * k
Ronald W. Swick, 7 9 , a f o r m e r depu ty -sec re ta ry o f t h e New Yo r k S t a t e Sena te , d ied Dec . 27 ,

1993, a t F o r t L a u d e r d a l e , F l o r i d a , f o l l o w i n g a pro longed i l l n e s s .
Ron was t h e s o n o f t h e l a t e A l o n z o P. Swick and F l o r e n c e Webster Swick, and g r a d ua ted f r o m

Wilson H igh Schoo l w i t h t h e C l a s s of 1932. He was t h e l s t campaign manager f o r t h e l a t e Sen .
E a r l W. Brydges of Wilson, and worked f o r t h e Senator f o r 25 years . He was a l s o a charter mem‑
b e r o f t h e Wilson Lions C l u b , and l i f e l o n g member o f t h e l s t Bap t i s t Church o f Wilson.

H e i s survived b y 5 c h i l d r e n , James (Karen) Swick o f Woodland H i l l s , C a l . , Jon (Connie)
Swick o f Lockpo r t , NY, J e r r y (Joan) Swick o f Agou ra H i l l s , C a l . , J i l l ( B i l l ) Wa l l o f Avon, NY,
and Jon Knoor o f LaCanada, C a l . , 2 s i s t e r s ; ’ F r a n c e s Diez o f Ransomvil le,NY., and L u c i l l e Upton
o f Wi l son , NY. A l s o 16 grandch i l d ren and s e v e r a l g r e a t g randch i l d ren .

A Memorial Serv ice was he ld at t h e l s t Baptist Chu rch , and b u r i a l was in N o r t h Ridge Ceme‑
t e r y w i t h D r . Harold Faba o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *

Dorothy F l a g l e r U r t e l , 70 , a home m a k e r, died at home on Dec. 1, 1993. She was the daughter
o f Elwyn and Rose Smith F l a g l e r , and moved t o Cambria f r o m Wilson 4 5 years ago.

She mar r ied R u s s e l l E. U r t e l in 1942 at t h e E x l e y U n i t e d Methodist Church in Wilson. She
was a member o f S t . P e t e r L u t h e r a n Church and t h e Lad ies A u x i l i a r y ; a l i f e member o f t h e
Cambria V o l . F i r e Co. Ladies A u x i l i a r y ; Meended H e a r t s Chap te r 203, and Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc.

She is survived by h e r h u s b a n d , R u s s e l l U r t e l ; 2 sons and 3 daugh te r s , Wi l l i am R. (Sh i r ley )
U r t e l o f L o c k p o r t ; Rosemary (Robe r t ) P l e s s o f Wi lson; Thomas (Donna) U r t e l o f L o c k p o r t ; Barbara
(Lance) Cronshaw o f Newfane ; ; and Sharon ( R i c h a r d , J r . ) Hexemer o f L o c k p o r t , a l s o a s i s t e r ,
H e l e n Ward of Midd lepor t ; and a b r o t h e r , Donald (Delores) F l a g l e r o f I r v i n g , Texas .

Serv ices were h e l d a t S t . P e t e r C h u r c h , and b u r i a l was in S t . P e t e r Lu theran Cemetery in
Cambria with t h e R e v. David M u s a l l o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE MAILBAG:
M r s . Jean P. Ray o f Wave r l y, I o w a , w r i t e s t h a t she has had a p o r t r a i t en la rgemen t made up

of t h e C l i n t o n P e t t i t homestead on Maple Road in t h e town of Wilson. It is mounted in an a n ‑
t i q u e frame t h a t belonged to Lucina-~ P e t t i t Shaw.

Lucina marr ied Newton Laurence Shaw who a l s o l i v e d on t h e Maple Road, and t h e c o u p l e moved
t o Iowa s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e C i v i l W a r .

‘Mrs. Ray is a u t h o r of t h e p o p u l a r "Diary of a Deadman" and l i v e s in t h e home t h a t t h e Shaws
b u l l t when they moved o u t west to t h e p r a i r i e s . The Shaws were t h e grandparen ts o f Jean R a y ' s
husband, W i l l i a m R a y, and I r a P e t t i t , ( s u b j e c t o f D ia r y o f a Deadman) was Wi l l iam R a y ' s g - U n c l e .

A f t e r Mrs. Ray compi led and p u b l i s h e d "Diary o f a Deadman", she at tended a meeting o f t h e
Wilson Historical Soc ie ty on March 1 9 , 1973, and autographed s e v e r a l dozen hard-cover cop ies o f
h e r i n t e r e s t i n g book f o r s o c i e t y members.

Under "acknowledgements" she expressed h e r g r a t i t u d e to M r . L a r r y Pease and t h e l a t e M r s .
Dorothy T h i l k of W i l s o n f o r t h e i r h e l p in p r o v i d i n g l o c a l information f o r t h e book.

* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING:
a t oe of D i rec to rs w i l l meet a t t h e Wilson Museum on Wednesday evening, February 9 t h ,

. tn ee mon th l y meet ing of t h e soc ie t y w i l l be h e l d Monday evening, February 21st
a 3 PM. ‘

* * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT:

‘ t h e s a f e s t way t o double y o u r money i s t o f o l d i t i n two and
p u t i t in your ‘* * + * * * * = * * ” RUEKet

~ ~
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BY-LAWS UPDATED:

Judy K i n g , By-Laws Chairman, has p r e s e n t e d a rev i sed copy of t h e b y - l a w s which h a s been
app roved by t h e membership. Some of t h e changes a r e as f o l l o w s :

A r t i c l e 3 , S e c . 3 : Annual dues s h a l l b e payab le b y J a n u a r y l s t , and any member i n a r r e a r s
on February l s t s h a l l no l o n g e r be considered an a c t i v e member.

A r t i c l e 6, Sec. 1: The Board of Di rectors s h a l l be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a l l board appointments
by March I s t .

Sec 1 , j : A chairman f o r t h e s h e l t e r and breezeway s h a l l be appointed.
S e c . 3 : A l l chairmen a r e requ i red t o g i v e a q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t e i t h e r o r a l l y o r

i n w r i t i n g to t h e Board o f D i rec to rs .
A r t i c l e 7, Sec. 4: The 2nd Vice-President s h a l l be t h e s o c i e t y ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e at Niagara

County Federat ion meetings.
Sec . 8: The C u r a t o r s h a l l meet tw i ce a y e a r w i t h t h e museum committee and r e p o r t

t o t h e Board o f D i rec to rs . (Note : The museum committee i s composed o f t h e chairmen o f t h e
Depo t , Barnum B u i l d i n g , Argue B u i l d i n g , F i t t r o Shop, Caboose, G r o u n d s , L i b r a r y, A c q u i s i t i o n s ,
and any o t h e r b u i l d i n g o r p r o j e c t cha i rman . )

S e c . l l , c : Nominating Committee s h a l l be composed of a Chairman, Trus tees whos
terms d o n o t e x p i r e , and t h e H o n o r a r y t r u s t e e s .

A r t i c l e 8 , S e c . 1 : The Chairman o f t h e Acqu i s i t i ons Committee s h a l l be respons ib le f o r
accept ing or d e c l i n i n g items o f f e r e d to t h e s o c i e t y.

A r t i c l e 12, Sec 1: The F i s c a l Ye a r of t h e s o c i e t y s h a l l end December 3 i s t each y e a r .
* * * * * * * * * *

RANDALL SCHOOLHOUSE:
Jean F igura and Wanda Bur rows a r e h e l p i n g to coord ina te t h e e f f o r t to move t h e Randa l l Road

Schoolhouse to t h e museum g r o u n d s , w h i l e a c t i o n t a k e n by t h e Town Board and Wilson School Board
s u p p o r t s t h e e f f o r t s o h o p e f u l l y t h e m a t t e r may b e r e s o l v e d s u c c e s s f u l l y .

It has been sugges ted t h a t an on-go ing r e c o r d be k e p t of t h e schoolhouse p r o j e c t , and members
of t h e community who can s u p p l y any h i s t o r y or p i c t u r e s of t h e o l d schoo l a r e asked to
p l e a s e g i v e t h i s m a t t e r i a l t o e i t h e r Jean F i g u r a o r Wanda B u r r o w s .

* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

P lease welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members i n t o t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty : M r s . Jean Ray
of Waver ly, Iowa; Ms. Kathy H o r t o n of Kingston, O n t a r i o , Canada; David and Ly n e t t e Draper and
son Christopher of Wilson; Charles and Ann Hor ton of Wi lson; ‘Thomas and Cheryl H o r t o n of
Wilson; Mrs . Sandy Holden of Wi lson, and Joe and Sandy Wilkas of Wilson.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Newly e lec ted t r u s t e e , D a r r e l l Smi th , was welcomed by Don B u r r o w s , P res iden t , a t t he January
meeting o f the board o f d i rec to rs .

The pres iden t a l s o announced t h a t t h e Wilson Town Board had accepted the Randal l Road School ‑
house f rom t h e Wilson Cen t ra l School D i s t r i c t o n January 10 , 1994.

C l a r k Stimson, co-chairman of t he Argue Bu i l d ing , r e p o r t e d t h a t a $2,500 o f f e r has been made
to purchase t h e Lark in Sound t r u c k , and a Cad i l l ac and Buick w i l l a l s o be advert ised f o r S a l e .

A motion was made and passed to deaccession the t h r e e vehicles named. Money der ived f r o m
t h e s a l e of these veh ic les w i l l bep l a c e d in t h e g e n e r a l f u n d and disbursed a t t h e discretion
of t h e Finance Committee.

Dave and C h r i s Draper requested permiss ion to d i s p l a y model a i r p l a n e s and have a demonstra‑
t i o n at t h e Memorial Day F a i r . They were advised by t h e Board to meet w i t h t h e F a i r Committee.

C a r o l e S c h n o o r, T r e a s . , gave a y e a r - e n d r e p o r t showing an income of $18,805.86 and expendi ‑
t u r e s of $16,776.75.

* * * * * * * * * *
LAST SURVIVING SOLDIER:

Lemuel Cook was be l ieved t o b e t h e o l d e s t s u r v i v i n g s o l d i e r « £ t h e American R e v o l u t i o n , and
in 1860 at t h e age of 105 y e a r s , he l i v e d in t h e town of Clarendon, N Y, w e s t of Roches te r.

Lemuel was b o r n i n N o r t h b u r y, L i t c h fi e l d C o u n t y, C o n n . , c a . 1759, and was s a i d t o b e one o f
t h e l a s t Revolut ionary War he roes . He served in C a p t . W i l l i a m S t a u n t o n ' s 2nd L i g h t Dragoon
I n f a n t r y Company, and he was discharged in 1783 at Danbury, Conn. On h i s d ischarge papers
Signed by G e n e r a l George Washington it s t a t e d , "The above named Lemuel Cook h a s been honored
w i t h a badge f o r t h r e e y e a r s o f f a i t h f u l s e r v i c e . "

A t t h e end o f t h e w a r , L e m u e l m a r r i e d Hannah C u r t i s o f C h e s h i r e , C o n n . , and l a t e r moved t o
U t i c a , NY. The f a m i l i e s o f h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y members S a r a B e r r y o f Wi lson, and E l l a Mae B a k e r
of F l o r i d a , a r e d i r e c t descendents of Lemuel Cook .

* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITION:

G e r a l d and M e r t o n Wiepert of Ransomvil le have l o a n e d o n e 67" Round G u l f Gas S ign f o r u s e
i n t h e Argue C a r B u i l d i n g .

* * * * * * * * * *
FEBRUARY MEETING:

M r s . Doro thy Linnabery of Wilson w i l l be t h e g u e s t speake r at t h e r e g u l a r meet ing on Monday,
February 21, 1994. M r s . Linnabery w i l l g i v e a t a l k on t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y.

A f t e r t h e program, re f reshment hostesses w i l l be H e l e n Stevens and Jane Demmin.
* * *¥ * * * * * * *

FOOLS GOLD:
I t i s s a i d t h a t t h e l a t e E l d r i d g e Ta b o r c o u l d u s u a l l y b e found around 1 2 M i l e Creek d i g g i n g

w i t h a s h o r t hand le s h o v e l . H e was a l w a y s l o o k i n g f o r g o l d , b u t t h e o n l y g o l d e v e r found i n
Wilson was " F o o l ' s G o l d " . * * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: One advautaye in Keeping s i l e n t is t h a t no one can misquote y o u .

* * * * * * * * x
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DIFFICULT PROFESSION:
When t h e l a t e C a r r i e Hutchins g radua ted f r o m Wilson H i g h Schoo l i n 1882, she was one o f a

C l a s s o f 6 s t u d e n t s . A f e w y e a r s l a t e r s h e mar r i ed A l b e r t M a r t i n and l i v e d o n a f a r m i n Cambria
C e n t e r f o r n i n e y e a r s . When h e r husband sudden ly d i e d , she entered t h e B u f f a l o S t a t e N o r m a l
Schoo l f r o m where s h e g r a d u a t e d i n J a n u a r y, 1900.

C a r r i e spen t a s h o r t t i m e t e a c h i n g i n New Yo r k and L o n g I s l a n d b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g t o Wilson
where she t a u g h t f o r 3 5 y e a r s . She was a f a i t h f u l member o f t h e teach ing s t a f f and was n e v e r
known to be l a t e .

She won obedience through r e s p e c t , and in a l l h e r y e a r s at Wi lson was o n l y o f f one week b e ‑
casue o f i l l n e s s . Dur ing t h a t l o n g c a r e e r s h e t a u g h t unde r t h r e e p r i n c i p a l s , C h a r l e s Schenk ,
I . M . M c I l r o y , and A.W. B l e m a s t e r .

She was asked one t ime how s t u d e n t s were r a t e d f o r g radua t i on when she a t t ended s c h o o l , and
she r e p l i e d , "When we passed e v e r y t h i n g t h e y t a u g h t u s . Commencement a c t i v i t i e s ended t h e a f ‑
te rnoon t h e y began , and t h e r e was n o C l a s s D a y, B a c c a l a u r e a t e Sermon, Schoo l D a n c e , o r Alumni
Banque t . "

Ca r r i e Mart in was loved by h e r s tuden ts a n d , in add i t i on to h e r r e g u l a r teaching, enjoyed
many o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d i n g church attendance.

The l a t e Fay Campbell was proud of a p i c t u r e he had which showed him and twenty o t h e r boys
t h a t made up a c l a s s M r s . Mar t in t a u g h t at the Wilson Methodist Church f o r many years.

Fay once t o l d u s t h a t C a r r i e had s u c ha magnetic p e r s o n a l i t y, "Nothing cou ld keep u s boys
f rom a t tend ing Sunday School un less we were s i ck i n bed o r o u t o f t o w n . ”

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o no te t h a t when C a r r i e Mar t in d ied i n A p r i l , 1951, members o f h e r fo rmer
Sunday School C lass were p a l l b e a r e r s a t h e r f u n e r a l , E a r l Car r igan , Kenneth M o o r e , Harvy Dux ‑
b u r y, L l o y d Duxbury, and D e l b e r t and Harold S i n g e r.

Students who graduated f rom the Teachers Tr a i n i n g C l a s s in Wilson around the t u r n of t h e
c e n t u r y, were e n t e r i n g a pro fess ion t h a t was g e n e r a l l y l i m i t e d t o l o w pay and many r e s t r i c t i v e
reculations. R u l e s out l ine? f o r teachers in o l d p u b l i c a t i o n s seem to b e a r t h i s o u t .

I n 1870, f o r i n s t a n c e , a t F r a n k l i n , M a s s . , t h e y h a d t o adhere t o some p r e t t y s t r i n g e n t r e ‑
quirements if t h e y wished to h o l d t h e i r j o b s , and we q u o t e :

"Men t e a c h e r s may t a k e o f f one n i g h t a week f o r c o u r t i n g - - t w o evenings i f t h e y a t t e n d c h u r c h
r e g u l a r l y .

" A f t e r s c h o o l , teachers must r e a d t h e B i b l e or a good book u n t i l s u p p e r, and women teache rs
who engage i n u n s e e m l v c o n d u c t , o r m a r r y , w i l l b e d i s c h a r g e d .

" E v e r y teacher w i l l l a y as ide a g o o d l y sum f r o m each m o n t h ' s pay f o r o l d age so as n o t to
become a burden o n s o c i e t y.

"Any t e a c h e r who f r e q u e n t s p o o l h a l l s , o r g e t s shaved in a p u b l i c barbershop w i l l g i v e good
reason t o suspec t h i s w o r t h , i n t e g r i t y , a n d h o n e s t y.

"Teachers per fo rm ing d u t i e s r e g u l a r l y and f a i t h f u l l y f o r fi v e y e a r s w i l l be g i v e n an inc rease
o f t w e n t y - fi v e c e n t s a week i n t h e i r p a y - - p r o v i d i n g t h e s c h o o l b o a r d a p p r o v e s . "

Ano the r i n t e r e s t i n g i t e m f r o m a C a l i f o r n i a p u b l i c a t i o n sugges ted , (as t h e r u r a l educa t i o n
system moved i n t o t h e 2 0 t h Century) t h a t t e a c h e r s f r o m c o a s t to c o a s t were o b l i g e d to p e r f o r m
many l o w l y t a s k s . In some s c h o o l , f o r e x a m p l e , i t was considered ' p a r t of t h e j o b ' to s c r u b
o u t c l a s s rooms once a w e e k , and n o t o n l y were t e a c h e r s expected t o know how t o use a p a i l o f
soap and w a t e r , t h e y were a l s o expec ted t o c l e a n o u t t h e ' o u t - h o u s e s ' once each week .

Teachers were a l s o expec ted to ab ide by v e r y s t r i c t m o r a l and dress codes , and women
e s p e c i a l l y were n o t t o b e seen i n p u b l i c wear ing a b a t h i n g s u i t , b l o o m e r s , o r s p l i t s k i r t s t h a t
might a l l o w an a n k l e to be exposed.

Te a c h e r s m i g h t a l s o b e e x p e l l e d f o r smoking, d r i n k i n g , o r b e i n g s e e n i n p u b l i c dances o r a
p o o l r o o m , and s ince s c h o o l boa rds and t r u s t e e s made t h e r u l e s , each community appeared to have
t h e i r own s e t o f r u l e s t o g o b y .

Which a l l seems to b o i l down to t h e obvious conclusion-- teachers a r e a l o t b e t t e r o f f today
t h a n t h e y were around t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y.* * * * * * * * * *
BOARD MEETING:

There w i l l be a meeting o f t h e Board o f D i rec to rs a t t h e museum, March 9 t h a t 7 :30 P.M.
The r e g u l a r mon th l y meet ing of t h e s o c i e t y w i l l be h e l d at t h e museum, Monday evening,

March 2 l s t , a t 7:30 P. M .

BON MOT:
Show m e a l i f e l o n g s t u d e n t and I ' 1 1 show you a n Academia N u t .* * * * * * * * * *
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LOCAL PHILANTHROPIST:

The r e c e n t demise o f Norman J . T h i l k o n Janua ry 23 , 1994, removed a w e l l - k n o w n , f a m i l i a r
fi g u r e f r o m t h e l o c a l scene. A n a t i v e o f Wi lson , Norm was b o r n October 8 , 1907, t h e s o n o f
Fred and Jenny Woodcock T h i l k of S o u t h Wi lson.

I n h i s e a r l i e r y e a r s , h e he lped h i s f a t h e r o p e r a t e a s u c c e s s f u l f r u i t f a r m a t t h e c o r n e r o f
I r i s h and Chestnut r o a d s , and h e l a t e r opened t h e T h i l k I n s u r a n c e and R e a l E s t a t e Agency i n
t h e v i l l a g e o f Wilson. ;

Norm and h i s w i f e , D o r o t h y, h e l d t h e fi r s t meeting t o d iscuss fo rmat ion o f a h i s t o r i c a l
s o c i e t y in t h e community, and a f t e r t h e s o c i e t y was o f fi c i a l l y organized in May, 1972, b o t h
became L i f e Members.

When M r s . T h i l k d ied i n September, 1981, Norm gave a s u b s t a n t i a l amount o f money t o remodel
a l i b r a r y i n t h e museum. The f o l l o w i n g y e a r h e donated a 1967 Pont iac C o n v e r t i b l e f o r d i s p l a y
i n t h e ant ique c a r b u i l d i n g .

Norm T h i l k was a l s o t h e main f o r c e behind t h e r e c e n t d r i v e t o r e n o v a t e t h e Wilson F r e e
L i b r a r y i n t h e v i l l a g e , and i n J a n u a r y , 1988, h e s e n t a $10,000 check t o t h e t r u s t e e s f o r t h e
purpose o f s t a r t i n g a f u n d t o b u i l d a new l i b r a r y .

A f t e r s e v e r a l months he was pursuadedto t h r o w h i s s u p p o r t behind a renovat ion programf o r
t h e e x i s t i n g l i b r a r y which many f e l t was i n a b e t t e r l o c a t i o n .

N o r m ' s i n t e r e s t d i d n o t s t o p w i t h h i s i n i t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n , and h e q u i e t l y k e p t u p w i t h t h e
b u i l d i n g ' s p rog ress and made s e v e r a l a d d i t i o n a l con t r i bu t i ons when money was in s h o r t s u p p l y .
H i s t o t a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s enab led t h e b u i l d i n g committee t o c o m p l e t e l y t r a n s f o r m t h e o l d c h i l ‑
d r e n ' s room and l i b r a r y o f fi c e i n t o a Community C e n t e r w i t h a c o m p l e t e l y f u r n i s h e d meet ing
room and s m a l l s e r v i c e a r e a .

Th i s s e c t i o n , at Norm 's r e q u e s t , was dedicated in memory of h i s w i f e , Dorothy R i s e l y T h i l k ,
and t h e f a c i l i t y may b e r e s e r v e d f o r use b y l o c a l g roups e v e n when t h e main l i b r a r y i s n o t open.

A l t h o u g h M r . T h i l k was p l e a s e d w i t h t h e l i b r a r y ' s r e n o v a t i o n , h e w a s n ' t one t o r e f e r i n any
way t o h i s p a r t i n i t s s u c c e s s - - i n f a c t , h e even d e c l i n e d t o a t t e n d t h e d e d i c a t i o n .

I n h i s words , "Wilson shou ld have a fi r s t c l a s s l i b r a r y where c h i l d r e n w i l l b e a b l e t o
develop a l o v e f o r b o o k s . "

Norm i s surv ived b y a s o n , P e t e r , and a d a u g h t e r , S u s a n . A Memorial Se rv i ce was h e l d a t
E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church and b u r i a l was in N o r t h Ridge Cemetery, Cambria, w i t h t h e R e v.
Sue K a i s e r o f E x l e y Church o f fi c i a t i n g .

* *k * * * * * * * *
Edna Goodman M a r t i n , 94 , f o r m e r l y o f Wi lson, died December 13, 1993, a t the Newfane Heal th

F a c i l i t y i n Newfane.
M r s . Mar t in was a member of t h e l s t B a p t i s t Church of Wi lson; an Honorary/Charter Member of

the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty ; t h e American Legion A u x i l i a r y ; and I n t e r Community Hosp i ta l
A u x i l i a r y. i ,

She l i v e d i n Wilson f o r 6 8 years and r e t i r e d w i th 2 0 years serv ice f rom the Nor ton Labora ‑
t o r i e s i n L o c k p o r t .

She was pre-deceased by h e r l s t husband, S tan ley Goodman, on August 1, 1965, and by he r 2nd
husband, Robert M a r t i n , on Augus t 1 4 , 1977.

She is survived by two daughters , L u c i l l e (Robert) Schmit t o f Rochester, and Anne ( A l l e n )
Rohring o f Wilson; a l s o 8 g r a n d c h i l d r e n and 8 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

Serv i ces were h e l d a t t h e I s t B a p t i s t Church and b u r i a l was in N o r t h Ridge Cemetery w i t h
R e v. J e f f r e y Durham o f fi c i a t i n g .

* * * *k * * * * * *
Lawrence D. P e a s e . 8 5 , a f o r m e r town of Wilson Counci lman, d i e d Janua ry 30 , 1994. He was

t h e s o n of Howard and E t h e l F i t c h P e a s e , and a descendent of one of Niagara C o u n t y ' s e a r l y
s e t t l e r s , Enoch P e a s e , who f o u g h t i n t h e War o f 1812.

L a r r y was a 4 t h g e n e r a t i o n f a r m e r and owner o f Pinehurst F a r m , and a l s o s e r v e d o n t h e Wilson
Town Board f o r 3 6 y e a r s . H e g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wilson H i g h Schoo l i n 1926, and f r o m B r y a n t and
S t r a t t o n o f B u f f a l o . H e a l s o a t tended C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y.

He was a member of E x l e y Un i ted Method is t Church ; a P a s t M a s t e r of O n t a r i o Lodge #376,FSAM,
o f Wi l son , and j o i n e d t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty i n 1981.

H e i s surv ived b y h i s w i f e , C h a r l o t t e O ' C o n n o r Pease; t h r e e c h i l d r e n , D r . Rodney ( P a t r i c i a )
Pease of E a s t Grand Rapids, Michigan; Jane Pease of Wi lson; and James (Linda) Pease of Wilson;

A l s o a s i s t e r , H e l e n S a y e r o f Newfane . ;
Serv ices were h e l d at E x l e y U n i t e d Method is t Church and b u r i a l was in Greenwood Cemetery.

* # rd * * ¥ * * * *
L u c y E . Monroe, 8 2 , f o r m e r r e s i d e n t o f Wi lson, d ied a t t h e Newfane H e a l t h F a c i l i t y o n Feb ‑

r u a r y 5 , 1994, f o l l o w i n g a l o n g i l l n e s s .
Lucy was a member o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty and w e l l known f o r t h e d e l i c i o u s home-made

candieg dispensed by h e r at t h e a n n u a l Memorial Day F a i r s . She was a l s o a c t i v e in t h e Womens
Soc ie ty of E x l e y Uni ted Method is t Church; t h e Newfane G o l d e n Age C l u b ; and t h e Womens A u x i l i a r y
of I n t e r Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane.

She i s surv ived b y h e r d a u g h t e r, M a r i l y n (Edward) Rodgers o f C a l i f o r n i a ; a s o n , James (Sharon)
Monroe o f N o r t h Tonawanda; a s i s t e r M a r g a r e t (Char les) Seaman o f F l o r i d a ; a l s o 1 0 g r a n d c h i l d r e n
and s i x g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

Serv i ces were h e l d a t E x l e y Uni ted Methodist Church w i t h Rev. Sue Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g .
* * * * * * * * * *

RECENT ACQUISITIONS:
E s t a t e of E leano r Brydges: Two f ramed p i c t u r e s of S e n . E a r l Brydges; vacuum c l e a n e r ; R e ‑

c o r d s ; Various Kitchen a r t i c l e s ; a l s o G a v e l and o t h e r memorabil ia f r o m Brydges f a m i l y.
Donald L u f f : T i n Box used to s t o r e seeds a t L u f f ' s Nurse ry - -100 y e a r s o l d

Rk ke kK kK k & kk & &
SOUNDINGS:

One good t h i n g abou t snow- it makes y o u r Lawn l o o k as gvod as y o u r neighbors.
* * * * * *& * * Et *



March 1994 (Page 3)
BOARD ACTION AND REPORTS:

Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , announced t h a t a r rangements h a v e been made w i t h t h e town of Wilson
Tourism Comm., to h o l d t h e a n n u a l Band C o n c e r t and I c e Cream S o c i a l at t h e museum grounds
on J u l y 31 , 1994. Spec ia l enter ta inment w i l l be p r o v i d e d t h i s y e a r by t h e " B a r Room B u z z a r d s . "

C l a r k Stimson r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e s o c i e t y ' s Wor ld War I I Jeep i s be ing repa i red and worked o n
b y Bob and R o b e r t H u l l .

Wanda B u r r o w s h a s been appointed corresponding s e c r e t a r y , and one of h e r d u t i e s w i l l be
to send sympathy c a r d s to t h e f a m i l i e s of deceased members.

Mot ion was wade b y O l l i e C l a r k t o award $50 t o t h e S e n i o r boy and g i r l w i t h t h e h i g h e s t
4 yea r ave rage in S o c i a l S tud ies a t Wi lson H i g h Schoo l . Mo t i on passed.

Dan K i n g made a mot ion t o r e p a i r f u r n a c e i n s t a l l a t i o n s and plumbing a s soon a s p o s s i b l e .
Motion approved.

G a r y F i t c h h a s been appointed S u p t . of b u i l d i n g s and g r o u n d s , and on Feb . 6 t h , h e , Dan K i n g ,
Don B u r r o w s , and Ed Has t ings surveyed t h e museum premises and made s e v e r a l recommendations f o r
s h o r t t e r m and l o n g t e r m p r o j e c t s .* * * * * * * * * *
FAIR COMMITTEE MEETS:

The F a i r Comm. met a t t h e home o f L o i s Barnum i n F e b r u a r y t o make p l a n s f o r t h i s y e a r ' s
Memorial Day F a i r , May 30 , 1994. Comm. members a r e L o i s B a r n u m , Don B u r r o w s , Dan K i n g , D a r r e l l
S m i t h , and N e t t i e St imson.

D e a l e r c o n t r a c t s a r e b e i n g d i s t r i b u t e d b y N e t t i e , and q u i l t t i c k e t s have b e e n mai led o u t
t o a l l members o f t h e s o c i e t y. E x t r a t i c k e t s a r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m B e t t y St imson.

A Chicken-Bar-B-Q w i l l be f e a t u r e d aga in t h i s y e a r supplemented by B e e f on Weck , H o t Dogs ,
F u n n e l C a k e s , Popco rn , Sno C o n e s , and a v a r i e t y o f s o f t d r i n k s .

A c t i v i t i e s w i l l b e o u t l i n e d i n f u t u r e n e w s l e t t e r s , and t h e n e x t meet ing o f t h e f a i r comm.
has been scheduled f o r March 1 7 t h at t h e Barnum home.

*k * * * * * * * k *
MARCH MEETING:

D o r i s O r s i t t i o f t h e Wi lcox Mansion i n B u f f a l o w i l l b e t h e g u e s t speake r a t t h e meet ing o n
March 2 1 s t , and t h e s u b j e c t f o r h e r t a l k w i l l b e "The Pan American E x p o s i t i o n . " The p u b l i c
i s a l w a y s c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d a l l program meet ings o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

Ref reshments hos tesses f o r t h e even ing w i l l be Gus B r a d l e y and M e l v a B u l l .
k * * * * * x * * *

MEMORIAL TREE PLANTED:
E l t o n Kropp, Grounds Chrm. , has announced t h a t t h e evergreen t r e e donated by Kathy Nev i l l e

i n memory o f h e r f a t h e r , Richard N e v i l l e , has been p l a n t e d . The t r e e w i l l b e marked w i t h a
plaque in keeping w i th o the r Memorial t r e e s on t h e grounds.* * * * * * * * * *
NEW LIFE MEMBER:

The soc ie t y is honored to have D r . James Edward Hohensee of Wilson j o i n t h e L i f e Membership
C lass o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i c t y.

D r . Hohensee, t h e son of Edward and Eta ine Hohensee of B u f f a l o , was born June 19 , 1958, and
he attended t h e I roquois C e n t r a l Schoo l at E l m a , NY. He l a t e r received a B . S . in engineering
a t Michigan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y, and re turned t o B u f f a l o i n 1984 where h e acquired h i s Medical
Degree a t t h e S . U . N . Y. a t B u f f a l o i n 1991.

D r . Hohensee is mar r i ed to t h e f o r m e r Andrea R o s a t i , and t h e y have a 10 month o l d s o n and
ano ther baby e x p e c t e d i n J u n e . H e a l s o h a s a s tepson , B e n S c h u l t z .

The d o c t o r is a f fi l i a t e d w i t h Inter-Community H o s p i t a l at Newfane , and has estab l ished a
f a m i l y p r a c t i s e medical o f fi c e i n Wi lson a t t h e c o r n e r o f H igh and Warren S t r e e t s .

* * * * * * * * * *
I t i s a l s o a p l e a s u r e t o welcome Ronald and Winona Hamblin o f Niagara F a l l s ; Raymond and

Janyce F o r s y t h o f Wi lson; and Ann Mar ie B r o g a n o f B u f f a l o a s t h e l a t e s t new members i n t h e
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. * * * * * * * * * *
GUIDES NEEDED:

BeHo To u r s and T r a v e l o f B u f f a l o h a v e c o n t a c t e d o u r s o c i e t y t o t r y and a r r a n g e f o r c o b b l e ‑
s tone house t o u r s i n t h e town o f W i l son .

L u c i l l e U p t o n , t o u r s c h r m . , i s i n t e r e s t e d i n fi n d i n g s e v e r a l persons who wou ld l i k e t o
serve a s " s t e p - o n " gu ides t o p r o v i d e b u s passengers w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e v a r i o u s houses
on t h e "Cobb les tone T r a i l " . P l e a s e t a l k to L u c i l l e i f i n t e r e s t e d .* * * * * * * * * *
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD:

The l a t e E a r l A r m s t r o n g once w r o t e t h a t d u r i n g t h e days of t h e "Underground R a i l r o a d " , t h e r e
were two s t a t i o n s in Wi lson-- the Wi l l i am H. Holmes f a r m on Wi lson-Burt Road, and t h e D . L .
Armst rong f a r m on West Lake Road.

Accord ing t o h i m , "The Arms t rong f a r m be longed t o m y g r a n d f a t h e r , and one t i m e when m y u n c l e
went u p i n t h e h a y mow, h e came down i n a h u r r y - - h i s f a c e a s w h i t e a s a g h o s t .

"Grandmother asked him what was t h e m a t t e r , b u t he was so scared he c o u l d h a r d l y t a l k .
F i n a l l y he g o t i t o u t , ' T h e r e ' s a b l a c k man in t h e h a y m o w . ' Grandmother s a i d , ‘ c a l m down'
y o u ' r e see ing t h i n g s - - t h e r e ' s n o b l a c k men i n o u r hay mow.

"That n i g h t g r a n d f a t h e r went t o t h e b a r n a f t e r d a r k , and u s k i d s went t o b e d . Grandmother
h a d packed a basket w i t h sandwiches, c o f f e , and p i e , which g r a n d f a t h e r t o o k w i t h him. He s a i d
he had to d r i v e to Youngstown to g e t some suppl ies and he h i t ched up h i s team to a s u r r e y and
l e f t . When w e peaked o u t o f t h e u p s t a i r s w i n d o ww ec o u l d s e e someone was w i t h h im.

" N e x t day w e were t o l d n o t t o e v e r g o u p i n t h e h a y mow aga in b y o u r s e l v e s and b e l i e v e me,
we never d i d . "

* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:

The o l d e r genera t i cn though t n o t h i n g o f g e t t i n g up a t 5 :00 AM. The younger g e n e r a t i o n
d o e s n ' t t h i n k much c f 1 t e i t n e r . ee a * a a . a *
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C I V I L WAR ODDITIES:
Dur ing t h e C i v i l War, "wa r v o l u n t e e r s " made u p most o f t h e combat f o r c e s i n b o t h t h e N o r ‑

t he rn and S o u t h e r n armies , and b e f o r e t h e war s t a r t e d most communities l i k e Wilson had t h e i r
l o c a l m i l i t i a u n i t s . Wi l son 's M i l i t i a d r i l l e d a t Camp C u y l e r on " S u n s e t I s l a n d " , so many o f
t h e young men i n t h e area had some m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g when t h e war s t a r t e d .

L u t h e r Wilson was Capta in of Company L, o n e of fi v e companies t h a t made up t h e 6 6 t h M i l i t i a
Regiment, however, when t h e war began t h e 6 6 t h d i d n o t e n t e r t h e c o n fl i c t as a U n i t , b u t most
o f i t s young men v o l u n t e e r e d f o r s e r v i c e i n o t h e r Niagara County reg iments . I t i s a m a t t e r o f
r e c o r d t h a t abou t 385 persons f r o m t h e Wilson area served d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War.

Dan ie l H . D a v i s , who e n l i s t e d i n t h e 28 th New Yo r k I n f a n t r y regiment was t h e fi r s t s o l d i e r
f r o m Wilson to d i e in combat , and he is b u r i e d in Greenwood Cemetery. Wilson is a l s o no ted
f o r hav ing l o s t one o f t h e l a s t s o l d i e r s k i l l e d i n t h e w a r , n a m e l y, Joshua Smi th , who l o s t h i s
l i f e w h i l e i n a c t i o n w i t h t h e 2nd Mounted R i fl e s n e a r P e t e r s b u r g o n A p r i l 9 , 1865.

Another young Wilson s o l d i e r , W i l l i am Adr iance , g r e w up on h i s f a t h e r ' s f a r m on t h e Beebe
Road i n E a s t Wilson. H e e n l i s t e d i n t h e 28 th New Yo r k V o l u n t e e r I n f a n t r y Regiment i n May,
1862, and was l a t e r captured in a skirmish near Winchester, V i r g i n i a . An 1861 .36 C a l . Naval
C o l t Revolver which he car r ied as a s ide arm, had h i s name, Wil l iam Adriance, 3rd S g t . Lockpor t
New York engraved o n i t , and i t was t a k e n f r o m him and never r e t u r n e d .

One hundred years l a t e r t h e p i s t o l was found on t h e bottom of the Yaquina River in the S t a t e
o f Oregon. S t i l l i n f a i r c o n d i t i o n , t h e finder contacted t h e Niagara County H i s t o r i c a l Society,
and was a b l e to r e t u r n the p i s t o l to a grand niece of S g t . Adriance.

An i n t e r e s t i n g e x h i b i t i n t he Wilson Museum i s a preserved hoo f removed f r om the Confeder ‑
a t e War H o r s e , B i l l y Sherman. The horse was owned by Ch ie f B u g l e r Lorenzo P r a t t who served
wi th B a t t e r y M , l s t New Yo r k L i g h t A r t i l l e r y . . P r a t t : rode B i l l y o n Sherman's march t o t h e s e a ,
and named him a f t e r G e n e r a l Wi l l iam Tecumsah Sherman, commander of t h e Union f o r c e s .

When t h e war ended, P r a t t b r o u g h t B i l l y back t o Wilson where t h e horse l i v e d o u t h i s l i f e
doing l i g h t chores on t h e P r a t t f a r m . When he d i e d , members of P e t e r P o r t e r P o s t , GAR, who
se rved w i t h B a t t e r y M, assembled at t h e P r a t t f a r m and bur ied B i l l y w i t h m i l i t a r y hono rs . The
Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t y was a b l e t o l o c a t e t h e g r a v e because o f t h e I r i s t h a t were p l a n t e d
on it and s t i l l b looming each y e a r to t h e p r e s e n t t i m e .

Wi lson 's GAR P o s t was named a f t e r P e t e r A. P o r t e r , who commanded t h e 8 t h New Yo r k Heavy
A r t i l l e r y . The 8 t h was organized when President L i n c o l n issued a c a l l f o r 300,000 men t o h e l p
break t h e Union 's s t a l l e d o f f e n s i v e a t Richmond, V i r g i n i a . Over 5 0 Wilson men served i n t h e
regiment which was mustered in at t h e Niagara County Fairgrounds on August 22, 1862.

When t h e regiment fi r s t a r r i v e d in Washington, everyone was in h i g h s p i r i t s , and t h e u n t e s ‑
t e d t r o o p s f r o m t h e Niagara r e g i o n were r e f e r r e d t o a s " P o r t e r ' s L i f e I n s u r a n c e Company."
L a t e r , because o f t h e i r heavy c a s u a l t i e s , t h e regiment became known a s t h e "Hard L u c k " o u t fi t ,
o r t h e "Bloody E i g h t h . '

A t C o l d Harbo r t h e 8 t h engaged i n two days o f f u r i o u s fi g h t i n g , and C o l o n e l P o r t e r a l o n y
w i t h 630 o f fi c e r s and men l o s t t h e i r l i v e s .

Sometimes when men vo lun tee red f o r se rv i ce in t h e a rmy, they found t h i n g s a l i t t l e changed
when t h e y came home. Enoch P e t t i t was a good examp le . When h i s w i f e d ied he was heartbroken
and discouraged, so he e n l i s t e d and went to war w i t h t h e 4 9 ' e r s .

P r i o r to h i s e n l i s t m e n t , he bough t and s o l d c a t t l e and had considerable l a n d s and b u i l d i n g s .
While in t h e army he l o s t t o u c h w i t h Wilson and when h i s t a x e s were n o t p a i d , h i s l ands were
taken o v e r b y o t h e r s . A f t e r t h e war h e r e t u r n e d home and l i v e d w i t h a daugh te r u n t i l h e d i e d
and was b u r i e d in Greenwood Cemete ry.

Enoch served in a music ian company, and t h e sword and dagger t h a t he c a r r i e d w h i l e on d u t y
a r e o n d i s p l a y i n t h e Wilson Museum.

A l though t h e Union army was made u p m o s t l y b y v o l u n t e e r s , t h e government d i d d r a f t some
r e c r u i t s , and t h e fi r s t man t o b e d r a f t e d f r o m Wilson was Hugh G l e a s o n who s e r v e d i n Co.A o f
t h e 1 4 0 t h New Yo r k V o l u n t e e r Regiment . G l e a s o n was a l s o t h e fi r s t s u b s t i t u t e s o l d i e r f r o m
E a s t Wilson.

Any man c o u l d b e a s u b s t i t u t e s o l d i e r a f t e r Congress passed a l a w making i t p o s s i b l e f o r a
d r a f t e d p e r s o n t o h i r e a s u b s t i t u t e t o s e r v e i n h i s p l a c e .* * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS:

The B o a r d of Di rectors w i l l meet Wed. , A p r i l 1 3 t h at t h e museum at 7:30 PM.
The r e g u l a r meet ing w i l l b e h e l d a t t h e museum M o n . , A p r i l 1 8 t h , a t 7:30 PM.* * * * * * * « * *

BON MOT: Ye s t e r d a y ' s n e s t e g g w i l l h a r d l y b u y t o d a y ' s birdhouse.
* * * * * * *& k * *
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FROM THE MAILBAG:

V i r g i n i a K la iber o f W i l l i a m s v i l l e , N Y, h a s informed u s t h a t h e r m o t h e r , Do r i s F i t t r o C l a r k ,
passed away o n Janua ry 3 , 1994 f o l l o w i n g a massive c o r o n a r y. M r s . C l a r k was 9 7 b u t v e r y a l e r t
u p t o t h e t ime o f h e r a t t a c k .

As a young woman, Dor i s t a u g h t at t h e n o r t h R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse which was l o c a t e d on
t h e wes t s i d e of t h e r o a d . I t was l a t e r conver ted to a res idence.

She m a r r i e d Ray C l a r k i n 1918 and t h e y h a d two c h i l d r e n , V i r g i n i a and Donald. A f t e r h e r
husband w e n t i n t o business w i t h L a M o t t Hami l ton in W i l s o n , t h e y opened a b r a n c h o f . t he business
in Kenmore. Ray d i e d in 1926, b u t Do r i s and t h e c h i l d r e n remained in Kenmore.

Do r i s C l a r k j o i ned t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y i n 1975, and was made a n H o n o r a r y Member
in 1986.The F i t t r o Shop , now p a r t of t h e Wi lson Museum Complex , is where h e r f a t h e r once
ope ra ted a blacksmith shop.

The members of t h e soc ie t y ex tend t h e i r deepest sympathy to a l l members of h e r f a m i l y.
* * * *& * * * * * *

NEW JUNIOR MEMBER:
Our newest j u n i o r member is 11 month o l d Kayley M. Humphreys, daughter of "Chip" and Beth

Wei ler Humphreys of M i d l o t h i a n , V i r g i n i a . She is a l s o t h e granddaughter of David and Mary
Weiler o f New E g y p t , N . J . , and t h e g r e a t - g r e a t g randdaugh te r o f C h r i s t i n e Kelman o f W h i t i n g ,
New J e r s e y , and John Wei le r o f W i l s o n , New Yo r k .

I t i s a l s o a p l e a s u r e t o welcome Fred and Anna Zehner Brusk i o f L o c k p o r t , and R o b e r t and
Nina M. Mowe l l o f W i l son , N Y, a l s o Dav id , Ly n n e t t e , and Chr i s tophe r D r a p e r o f Wi l son .* * * * * * * * * *
1994 FEDERATION CONGRESS:

S e v e r a l y e a r s ago a group o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m t h e var ious h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t i e s i n Niagara
County met to i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f forming a member o rgan iza t ion . Many o f t h e soc ie ‑
t i e s w e r e n e w l y formed and needed h e l p i n g e t t i n g s t a r t e d .

A Federa t ion was f o r m e d , o f fi c e r s e l e c t e d , and meet ings h e l d as needed. Each soc ie ty had
a rep resen ta t i ve who r e p o r t e d on a c t i v i t i e s and needs o f t h e i r g roup, and m u t u a l problems
and successes were discussed: Two "Speakers Bureau" b o o k l e t s were publ ished to a s s i s t program
chairmen; h i s t o r i c a l d isp lays were s e t u p b y t h e 1 8 member Federat ion a t t h e County 4-H F a i r
in L o c k p o r t ; a l s o an Annua l C o n g r e s s , geared to h i s t o r i c a l topics,which is open to a l l
i n te res ted persons .

Th is y e a r t h e Congress w i l l b e h e l d o n A p r i l 1 6 t h a t t h e Niagara C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
215 Niagara S t r e e t , L o c k p o r t , NY. At 9:45 a . m . , g u e s t s w i l l be introduced by Judson Heck, P res .
o f the Federa t i on , and a t 10:45 a . m . , Grace Kirck o f t h e Newfane H is to r i ca l Soc ie t y, w i l l speak
on the "Restoration of t h e Van Horn Mansion."; At 1:00 a . m . , M r. Wil l iam L a t t i n , Or leans Co.
H i s t o r i a n , w i l l t a l k about “Church Stained Glass Windows"; and a t Noon there w i l l bea Lunch
break a t t h e Shamus Res tauran t . :

At 1:30 p . m . , Teresa Lasher-Winslow, fo rmer Niagara County H i s t o r i a n , w i l l discuss ways to
a t t r a c t v i s i t o r s t o museums w i t h t h e i n s p i r i n g t a l k , “Over t h e F a l l s i n a B a r r e l . " A t 2:45 p.m,
Richard Cavagnaro o f t h e Niagara County Soc ie ty, w i l l g i v e a t imely t a l k , " A l o n g t h e Tow Path
o f t h e E r i e C a n a l . " A t 3:30 p . m . , t h e r e - w i l l b e a guided t o u r o f the Niagara County Museum.

R e g i s t r a t i o n w i l l b e a t 9:00-9:30 a . m . S a t . , A p r i l 1 6 t h ; Lunch a t 12:00 Noon. Cos t p e r p e r ‑
son is $12. For more informat ion and r e g i s t r a t i o n f o r m s , p lease c o n t a c t Norman MacAskil l
at 297-6330, no l a t e r than A p r i l 9 t h .* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

Ve rna Farquharson of Sanborn has donated a Navy J a c k e t and Trouse rs worn by James Farquharson
when h e was I n s p e c t o r G e n e r a l o f N . Y. Na t iona l Guard i n l a t e 1800 ' s ; a l s o Khaki J a c k e t worn b y
James w i t h P o c k e t Ribbon marked " 7 4 t h Recept ion Comm.-Welcome Home 74th- -February 1917. Other
i tems inc lude 4 Blacksmith 's To o l s ; P i g S c r a p e r ; Hay. B a l e L i f t e r ; K r a u t C u t t e r ; L a n t e r n marked
"Town of W i l son " , and two geography books (1914) (1916) .

Wa l p o l e , Ernes t ine of Richmond, V i r g i n i a : Comple te Scrapbookof t h e Wi lson Centennia l (1958)
compiled by S t u a r t Wa l p o l e .

O r d e r o f E a s t e r n S t a r c/o Jane S i n c l a i r : O r i g i n a l C h a r t e r and B i b l e o f Wilson Chap te r #268.
G a t e s , Ruth of Oviedo,FL: Business Enve lopes to and Wi lson Lumber Company (1930 's )* * * * * * * * * *

BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:
P r e s . Don B u r r o w s in t roduced q u e s t , J e a n F i g u r a , who s p o k e about t h e Randa l l Rd. Schoolhouse

p r o j e c t , and s a i d t h a t fund- ra i se rs a r e underway. A motion was made by Gary F i t c h and approved
t o a l l o w M r s . F igu ra t o open a bank accoun t u s i n g t h e s o c i e t y ' s t a x number.

B r i a n Lonsbery and Char l es Har tw ig , rep resen t i ng t h e Wilson Business Assoc ia t i on , requested
u s e o f t h e Barnum B l d g . and g rounds f o r t h e a n n u a l E a s t e r Egg H u n t on A p r i l 2 , 1994. Mot ion was
made by O l l i e C l a r k and approved to g r a n t pe rm iss ion .

They a l s o asked permiss ion to u s e photographs of t h e museum on Christmas ornaments which w i l l
b e o f f e r e d f o r s a l e t h i s f a l l a s a f u n d - r a i s i n g p r o j e c t . Motion made b y Don Croop t o g r a n t p e r ‑
mission w a S approved. The Associat ion a l s o p l a n s to have a b o o t h at t h e Memorial Day F a i r .

Don Bur rows r e p o r t e d t h a t Mary Ann B a s i l h a s renewed t h e l e a s e o n h e r l a n d f o r another y e a r,
and a l s o r e a d a l e t t e r f r o m W a l l y Moxham, A t t ' y . , complimenting t h e society on t h e w o r k t h a t
has been accomplished around t h e museum.

* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM WILL REOPEN:

The Wi lson Museum, which has been c l o s e d f o r t h e w i n t e r , w i l l reopen t o v i s i t o r s aga in o n
A p r i l 1 6 t h , f r o m 2 to 4 PM. Museum H o s t s and hostesses w i l l be as f o l l o w s :

A p r i l 1 0 t h , Don B u r r o w s , D i r e c t o r , Ru th & Claude Lampman; A p r i l 17 th , Gary F i t c h , D i r e c t o r ,
Lo r ine A l l g e i e r & Jeanne Nab lo ; A p r i l 2 4 t h , O l l i e C l a r k , C a r o l e Schnoor & C e l e s t e Crawfo rd .* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: F o r mos t k i d s , c l e a n l i n e s s i s n ' t n e x t t o g o d l i n e s s - - i t ' s n e x t t o imposs ib le .* * * * * * * * * *



A p r i l 1994 (Page 3 )
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: .

Many of t h e p r o j e c t s t h a t were completed at t h e museum s ince 1972 were done w i t h v o l u n t e e r
h e l p a n d , needless to s a y, everyone can be proud of what has been accomplished. When a new
organ i za t i on s t a r t s up , a bas i c g r o u p o f p e o p l e a r e so i n t e r e s t e d in see ing i t succeed, t hey
w i l l s u p p o r t i t i n eve ry way p o s s i b l e .

The s o c i e t y h a s been f o r t u n a t e t o h a v e s o many dedicated v o l u n t e e r s because w i t h o u t them
t h e s o c i e t y c o u l d n ' t have a f f o r d e d t o d o w h a t i t d i d . I n F e b r u a r y, G a r y F i t c h , S u p t . i n cha rge
o f Work D e t a i l s and C o n s t r u c t i o n , a l o n g w i t h E d H a s t i n g s , Dan K i n g , and Don B u r r o w s , surveyed
t h e premises and made up a l i s t of some recommendations to b r i n g t h e museum f a c i l i t i e s up to p a r .

I t was found t h a t r e p a i r s a r e needed o n one f u r n a c e i n t h e D e p o t , a l s o k i t c h e n and l a v a t o r y
plumbing shou ld b e r e a l i g n e d t o p r e v e n t f u t u r e f r e e z e - u p s . M a t e r i a l s s t o r e d unde r depot shou ld
be removed and s k i r t i n g r e p l a c e d around founda t i on ; I n s t a l l mot ion l i g h t a t ent ranceway; Move
o l d r e f r i g e r a t o r t o Schnoor Room; r e p l a c e l i g h t s i n e x i t s i g n s , i n s t a l l more s h e l v e s i n l i b r a r y ,
and r e p a i n t d e p o t .

R o o f shou ld b e r e p a i r e d o n Barnum B u i l d i n g ; h o l e s i n w a l l be tween b u i l d i n g s r e p a i r e d ; weather
s e a l s o n d o o r s ; r e p l a c e d o o r l o c k , r e p a i r o r remove c o o l e r i n back room; and p a i n t b l o c k w a l l .

C o n c r e t e fl o o r i n S h e l t e r ; c a r p e t i n B r e e z e w a y, a n c h o r o r r e p l a c e ramp, and s e a l s o n d o o r s .
I n s t a l l c l i m a t e c o n t r o l system i n Argue B u i l d i n g , r e p l a c e c u p o l a ; and l o w e r c e i l i n g .

R e p l a c e s i d i n g on n o r t h s i d e of caboose; l e v e l p a r k i n g l o t w i t h crushed s t o n e ; sp ray f o r
weed c o n t r o l , and r e p a i r o r r e p l a c e d e f e c t i v e sec t ions i n b r i c k w a l k .

I f you c a n h e l p o u t on any o f t h e a b o v e , G a r y , 778-8854, or D o n 751-9703 wou ld apprec ia te
a c a l l - - w o r k c a n be done at y o u r convenience., n a t u r a l l y .* * * * * * * * * *
WILSON FAMILY REMEMBERED:

W a l t e r E. Moxham, J r . , prominent L o c k p o r t a t t o r n e y and L i f e Member of t h e Wilson H i s . S o c . ,
r e c e n t l y made a Memorial c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e s o c i e t y i n memory o f I d a W i l s o n , l o n g t ime r e s i d e n t .

M r . Moxham's home on Ontar io S t . is a s t o n e ' s th row f r o m t h e f o r m e r Wilson home, and he has
many f o n d memories o f t h e l a k e s h o r e c o u p l e who were " S o much a p a r t o f o u r t o w n ' s h i s t o r y . "

H e r e c a l l e d t h e many t imes h e s p e n t fi s h i n g i n f r o n t o f t h e Wi lson's home, and row ing around
t h e h a r b o r a f t e r "Coaxing ' W a l t ' i n t o l e t t i n g me bor row one o f h i s rowboa ts . " He a l s o remem‑
bered t h e t ime h e went. . o n t h e l a k e a t 4 : 0 0 A M i n t h e " D o c k s e t t e r " , and watched w h i l e " Wa l t
and Jonny Sax b rough t i n t h e d a y ' s c a t c h f r o m h e t s t h e y h a d s e t o u t t h e day b e f o r e . "

M r . Moxham r e c a l l e d t h a t h e d i d n ' t have t h e sea l e g s o r t h e stomach t h a t they d i d and spent
the l a s t hour hanging over t h e s ide of t h e boat~-certain t h a t h e ' d never reach h i s teenage years .

Wa l t e r Wilson was noted f o r h i s many woodcarvings of b i r d s which he made f r o m dr i f twood and
pieces o f wood f rom the o l d 1870 p i e r s . Most o f h i s c o l l e c t i o n has been donated t o t h e Museum.

He was p a r t owner of t h e o l d Wilson Boathouse and t h e son of Timothy and F l o r a H u r l b u r t
Wi lson, and he spent most of h i s l i f e as a commercial fisherman. He and h i s w i f e , the former
I d a For tcomb, were marr ied a t Pekin in 1924. They had two c h i l d r e n , Barbara and S tewar t .* * * * * * * * * *
HONOR STUDENT:

Ami M. Savigny, daughter of Robert and Mary Savigny of Maple R d . , Wilson, was named to t h e
Dean's L i s t f o r t h e f a l l sememster a t Geneseo S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y. Ami graduated i n 1993 a s
Valed ic tor ian of Wilson C e n t r a l School .

*k * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

R i t a C. Munch, w i f e o f W i l l i a m Munch , d i e d a t G ibson ton , FL . March 5 , 1994. B u r i a l was in
Brandon , F L . Our sympathy i s ex tended to B i l l and o t n e r members o f t h e f a m i l y . B i l l i s a f o r ‑
mer r e s i d e n t o f C h e s t n u t R d . , W i l s o n ,* * * * * * * * * *
FAIR ACTIVITIES:

The F a i r Committee met a t t h e home of L o i s Barnum where M r s . Nina M o w e l l , rep resen t ing t h e
Community Se rv i ce G r o u p , o f f e r e d t h e serv ices of i t s members to h e l p o u t at t h e upcoming f a i r .
Some o f t h e a c t i v i t i e s p r o j e c t e d f o r t h e Memorial Day e v e n t w i l l i n c l ude t h e Niagara County
L i v i n g H i s t o r y G u i l d ; Gasol ine engine demonstrat ions; and Model A i rp lane Show.

O t h e r a t t r a c t i o n s w i l l f e a t u r e C h i a v e t t a ' s Bar-B-Q Chicken; o v e r 200 d e a l e r F l e a M a r k e t ;
Qu i l t R a f fl e ; and Antique Car Show. Soc ie ty members a r e u rged to g e t t h e i r donat ion t i c k e t s
f o r t h e q u i l t drawing back t o B e t t y Stimson a s q u i s k l y a s p o s s i b l e .

A l l F a i r Chairmen a r e asked to p l e a s e a t t e n d t h e n e x t meeting which w i l l be h e l d at t h e home
of L o i s Barnum on A p r i l 7 t h at 7:00 p .m.* * * * * * * * * *
ART EXHIBIT:

The Wi lson F r e e L i b r a r y i s f e a t u r i n g a n e x h i b i t o f t h e water c o l o r pa in t ings o f l o c a l
a r t i s t , Norma Ward, i n A p r i l d u r i n g r e g u l a r l i b r a r y h o u r s .

Norma received h e r B . S . in A r t Education at t h e S . U . N . Y. at B u f f a l o where she a l s o didsome
p o s t g r a d u a t e s t u d i e s . She i s a member o f t h e Niagara F r o n t i e r Wa t e r c o l o r S o c i e t y ; t h e Niagara
A r t s G u i l d ; and h o l d s o f fi c e i n t h e Niagara Soc ie ty o f A r t i s t s .

Norma i s a l s o P u b l i c i t y Chrm. f o r t h i s y e a r ' s Memorial Day F a i r .* * * * * * * * * *
APRIL MEETING: .

The r e g u l a r monthly meeting w i l l b e h e l d o n A p r i l 1 8 t h a t 7:30 p .m . i n t h e Wilson Museum.
Sandie Wilson and Maxine Jones w i l l be re f reshment hostesses f o r t h e evening.

* * * * * *k * * * *
DID YOU KNOW.. . that t h e H o n . John A. M e r r i t t o f L o c k p o r t was a Postmaster a t Washington, and a

p ioneer advocate of t h e R u r a l F r e e Delivery System?* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:

Man c a n ' t l i v e b y bread a l o n e . H e needs p e a n u t b u t t e r t o o .
* * x «x * « * * * *
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MEMORTAL DAY FAIR-1994:
The Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y i s a b o u t ready t o sponso r i t s 23 rd a n n u a l Memoria l Day F a i r

on May 3 0 , 1994, and i t w i l l be h e ' d f r o m 9a.m. to Sp.m. at t h e museum grounds on r o u t e 425.
I f a l l expec ta t ions a r e m e t , i t w i l l be a g a l a a f f a i r f e a t u r i n g a wide v a r i e t y o f a c t i v i t i e s
i n c l u d i n g e n t e r t a i n m e n t , demons t ra t i ons , and d i sp l ays .

The s o c i e t y ' s p e r r e n i a l even t h a s a l w a y s been h e l d o n Memorial D a y, and thousands o f persons
have d iscove red t h a t Wi l son i s a g r e a t p l a c e to be on t h a t d a y - - n o t o n l y to pay t r i b u t e to t h e
men and women who gave t h e i r l i v e s f o r o u r C o u n t r y , b u t a l s o t o have a day o f f u n , r e l a x a t i o n ,
and socia b i l i t y . A f t e r a l l , where e l s e on Memorial Day can one p r o w l around a b i g fl e a m a r k e t ;
see a v a r i e t y of e x h i i t s and demonstrat ions; p a r t a k e in de l i c i ous foods or s n a c k s ; and at t h e
same t i m e en joy f r e e mark ing and f r e e access to t h e g rounds v i a of f r e e s h u t t l e bus se rv i ce
f r o m convenient p a r k i n g p l a c e s in t h e v i l l a g e . I t ' s a package d e a l y o u ' l l fi n d h a r d to b e a t .

I n 1973, t h e idea o f h o l d i n g a n a n n u a l f a i r was i n i t i a t e d b y t h e soc ie t y a s a means o f
r a i s i n g f u n d s to open and ma in ta in a museum in t h e community. It was an idea whos t ime had
come, and d u r i n g t h e n e x t 2 0 y e a r s t h e f a c i l i t i e s were improved and expanded w h i l e thousands
o f a r t i f a c t s , including antique c a r s , were donated t o t h e museum b y area res idents .

Al though a l l bu i l d i ngs and lands acquired by t h e soc ie t y a re the p rope r t y o f the Town o f
Wilson, the h i s t o r i c a l soc ie ty i s en t rus ted w i t h t h e c a r e and upkeep o f t h e p r o p e r t y. This has
been accomplished wi th t h e h e l p and suppor t of t h e l o c a l community as w e l l as f r o m donations
o f t ime and l a b o r b y t h e s o c i e t y ' s volunteers. A l s o c o n t r i b u t i n g t o i t s suppor t have been funds
raised by membership dues, a n n u a l f a i r r e c e i p t s , bake s a l e s , i c e cream soc ia l s and occasional
g r a n t s f r o m t h e Town and l o c a l res idents. A l l these p l u s services volunteered by hostesses and
others have made i t poss ib le to keep t h e museum open to t h e p u b l i c .

Since the f a i r i s the primary fund- ra ise r f o r t h e h i s t o r i c a l soc ie t y, o rgan iza t ions and
vendors a re asked t o n o t s e l l items o r conduct a c t i v i t i e s t h a t would d i r e c t l y compete w i t h
fund- ra i se rs prov ided by the h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y. Th is seems l i k e a reasonable reques t because
everyone c a n p r o fi t a s l o n g a s t h e s o c i e t y i s a b l e t o sponso r a s u c c e s s f u l f a i r .

The F a i r ' s b i g a t t r a c t i o n s t h i s y e a r w i l l f e a t u r e a huge fl e a m a r k e t f r o m 9 t o 5 p . m . and
Chiavettzs Chicken Barbeque f r o m 11 a . m . to 4p.m. Wea l s o unders tand t h a t a f e w more d e a l e r ‑
S p a c e s a r e s t i l l ava i l ab le . P l e a s e c a l l N e t t i e Stimson (754-7815) f o r more in format ion.

New e v e n t s w i l l inc lude t h e Lake O n t a r i o RCF l y e r s who w i l l s e t up a d isp lay b o o t h and demon‑
s t r a t e model a i rp lanes. A s p e c i a l a t t r a c t i o n f o r t h e c h i l d r e n w i l l be a P e t t i n g Zoo and Pony
Rides prov ided by Ken and D o r i H i l l , Lower M t . R d . , Sanborn , NY.

One o f t h e f a i r ' s main a t t r a c t i o n s has been t h e an t ique c a r s displayed i n t h e D r . John Argue
Memorial B u i l d i n g . There w i l l a l s o b e a showing o f a rea ant ique c a r s , and C l a r k St imson,
(754-7815) i n v i t e s any i n d i v i d u a l or c a r c l u b member to e x h i b i t a c l a s s i c , cus tom, or s t r e e t ‑
r o d in a non- judged c a r d i s p l a y. A $3.00 car -show p a r k i n g f e e w i l l e n t i t l e t h e fi r s t 100 e n ‑
t r a n t s to rece ive a commemorative dash p l a q u e f o r t h e i r c a r s .

In p a s t f a i r s , approximately 21 b e a u t i f u l hand-embroidered q u i l t s have been g i v e n to l u c k y
winners th roughou t o u r a r e a , and t h i s y e a r w i l l be no excep t ion . The 1944 q u i l t w i l l f e a t u r e
a unique " t u r k e y r e d " hand embroidered t o p w i t h t h e d a t e 1895 on i t . It was donated by M r s .
Doro thy L o r t and hand-qu i l ted by M r s . B e t t y S t imson- -bo th res iden ts o f Wilson. O t h e r p r i z e s to
be awarded w i l l inc lude a hand-embroidered t a b l e c l o t h by M r s . Alma M c G r a t h ’of Lockpo r t ; spec ia l
Woodcarving by Bob Scheare r of Wi lson ; "Wi lson Ske tchbook " H i s to r y of Wi lson; and two Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty Cookbooks.

The Niagara L i v i n g H i s t o r y G u i l d w i l l a l s o s e t - u p on t h e grounds, and w i l l be in authent ic
c o l o n i a l dress and uni forms. Members of t h e K i n g ' s Regiment of F o o t and R o y a l A r t i l l e r y w i l l
a t t e n d and d i s p l a y m u s k e t r y and c a n n o n . 1 8 t h c e n t u r y f o o d s w i l l b e p r e p a r e d o n open fi r e s , and
Pedd le rs or " S u t t l e r s " w i l l d i s p l a y t h e i r wares. O t h e r a c t o r s in t h i s re-enactment group w i l l
be schoolch i ldren w i t h schoolbooks made of h o r n , a l s o l a c e - m a k e r s , weavers , and a blacksmi th .

At noontime a s p e c i a l serv ice to commemorate o u r f a l l e n servicemen and women w i l l be con ‑
ducted by Wi l son ' s American Leg ion P o s t f o l l o w e d by a c o n c e r t by t h e Wilson H i g h School Band.
Fa i r - goe rs w i l l a l s o be a b l e to c a t c h t h e snappy background rend i t i ons by Be rne Ken t a t t h e
p iano accompanied by Howard F i t z g e r a l d .

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e chicken b a r - b - q u e , t h e soc ie ty a l s o expec ts t o p r o v i d e B e e f o n Weck,
home made p i e s , h o t dogs, f u n n e l c a k e s , sno c o n e s , c o t t o n candy, popcorn, and beverages.

, * * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT:

We c a n ' t a l l b e s h i n i n g e x a m p l e s , b u t w e a l l c a n "twinkle" a l i t t l e .
ee 2 & & & & & *& &
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WORKING FOR US: , .

When t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y was i n i t s "g rowing pa in " y e a r s , M o s t o f t h e f a i r a c t i ‑
v i t i e s were d i rec ted by a g e n e r a l cha i rman, and t h e s o c i e t y was f o r t u n a t e to have s e v e r a l who
d i d a super j o b , n a m e l y, E l l a Mae B a k e r , t h e l a t e M i l l i e Croop , E l e a n o r M y e r s , Sue Toenniessen,
N e t t i e St imson, Rena Rohr ing, D a r r e l l & S a l l y Smi th , and L o i s Barnum.

In 1993, t h e Board o f D i rec to rs r e a l i z e d t h a t the f a i r had grown t o o l a r g e f o r one p e r s o n
t o h a n d l e , s o appointed a f a i r committee c o n s i s t i n g o f fi v e q u a l i fi e d members: L o i s B a r n u m ,
Donald B u r r o w s , Danie l K ing , D a r r e l l Sm i th , and N e t t i e Stimson.

It was a good idea »‘ecause a l l problems r e l a t e d to t h e f a i r were i roned o u t by t h e committee,
who a l s o ar ranged f o r o t h e r a rea chairmen t o c a r r y o u t a l l phases o f t h e f a i r - o p e r a t i o n .

Th i s y e a r ' s f a i r comm. is composed of t h e same group , and we'd l i k e to acquaint you w i t h
some of t h e i r accomplishments to b e n e fi t t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y.

L o i s Barnum is a charter/ l i fe member, and has been h e a v i l y involved in t h e s o c i e t y ' s opera t ion
f r o m t h e beg inn ing . She has se rved in a v a r i e t y o f a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d i n g Program Chrm. , Tou rs
C h r m . , Ways & Means C h r m . , G e n e r a l Chairman, S u p p l i e s Chmn.,membeerof t h e 1993 f a i r comm.,
member o f t h e Board o f T r u s t e e s , a n d t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s .

Don Bur rows j o i n e d t h e s o c i e t y in 1984 and q u i c k l y became invo l ved . He has se rved on t h e
Board of Trus tees , was appointed Chrm. of t h e P lann ing Commit tee, was e l e c t e d to t h e o f fi c e
o f Vice-Pres iden t , and in t h e 1994 e l e c t i o n was e l e c t e d P r e s . o f t h e S o c i e t y. He is a l s o a
L i f e Member and s e r v e s o n t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s .

D a n i e l K i n g , a l t h o u g h h e j o i n e d t h e s o c i e t y i n 1986, was a c t i v e h e l p i n g t h e s o c i e t y i n many
ways p r i o r t o t h a t d a t e . One j o b h e d i d was t o p r e f a b r i c a t e t h e fi n s f o r t h e s o c i e t y ' s w ind ‑
m i l l . H e i s a member o f t h e Board o f t r u s t e e s and Board o f D i r e c t o r s , and was appointed
Chrm. of t h e Finance Comm in 1993. He a l s o s e r v e d on t h e l s t f a i r committee in 1993.

D a r r e l l Smith was 12 years o l d when he ‘ j o ined t h e s o c i e t y in 1973, and has a t tended every
Memorial Day F a i r . He has h e l p e d in a v a r i e t y of ways s u c h as c l e a n i n g up t h e g r o u n d s , pa rk ing
c a r s , and in t h e summer of 1987 spray-painted t h e e n t i r e depo t . He became a L i f e Member in
1990 and t h a t same year he and h i s w i f e , S a l l y , were appointed co-chairmen of t h a t y e a r ' s f a i r .
In 1993 he served on t h e fi r s t f a i r committee and in t h e 1994 e lec t ions was made a member of
t h e Board o f t r u s t e e s and serves o n t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s .

N e t t i e Stimson is a charter/ l i fe member of t h e s o c i e t y and has been a c t i v e in numerous
c a p a c i t i e s i n c l u d i n g Chairman of t h e Ways & Means Comm., Corresponding S e c r e t a r y, Genera l
Chairman o f t h e Memorial Day F a i r , t r u s t e e and member o f t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s , and member o f
t h e fi r s t 1993 f a i r committee. N e t t i e h k s a l s o s e r v e d many yea rs as D e a l e r Chrm. f o r t h e f a i r ,
one o f t h e f a i r ' s most important a t t r a c t i o n s , and has seen t h e event grow f r o m 3 0 t o over
200 vendors. With the acqu i s i t i on o f new l a n d s , i t poss ib ly cou ld go much h ighe r.* * * * * * * * * *
A GENTLE REMINDER:

The Wilson H is to r i ca l Society was organized May 1 , 1972, and dur ing the fo l l ow ing 20 years ,
membership dues were renewable on t h a t da te .

In 1993, the society voted to make a l l dues payable on January l s t , and app l ica t ions were
attached to s e v e r a l n e w s l e t t e r s l a s t w in te r f o r your convenience..Because of t he change in
t h e date some of ou r valued members d i d n o t renew--podssibly because many waited to renew on
the date o f t h e F a i r .

It goes without saying t h a t t h e continued suppor t of a l l ou r members is essent ia l to keep
t h e museum open t o t h e p u b l i c . W eb u d g e t n e a r l y t e n thousand a y e a r t o pay u t i l i t i e s , produce
and m a i l o u t t h e N e w s l e t t e r , and p a y f o r t h e g e n e r a l maintenance o f t h e b u i l d i n g s and g r o u n d s .
I n v iew o f t h i s , n o t o n l y i s t h e f a i r impor tan t , b u t a l s o t h e dues c o l l e c t i o n .

Wehope t h a t you w i l l cont inue to g i v e t h e s o c i e t y y o u r s u p p o r t and h e l p make t h e Wi lson
Museum a n a t t r a c t i o n t h e v i l l a g e and town can b e p r o u d o f .* * * * * * * * * *
DON'T FORGET QUILT STUBS:

A p p a r e n t l y t h e q u i l t s t u b s a r e coming i n g r e a t - - m u s t b e t h e w o r d ' s o u t t h a t t h e 1895 s p r e a d
i s "One o f a K i n d " - - a t l e a s t a l l who 've seen i t t h i n k s o .

B e t t y says she has a p r o b l e m though--seems p e o p l e a r e sending those checks and donation s t u b s
everywhere in Wilson except to h e r . She would l i k e to remind you once aga in i t ' s b e s t i f you
m a i l them d i r e c t l y t o h e r : B e t t y S t imson , B o x 162, Wi l son , NY. 14172. Thanks a m i l l i o n .* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE PAST:

In 1892, t h e D i s t r i c t #1 Schoo l in Wilson was t a u g h t by A r t h u r Dobbs. H i s c l a s s consisted
o f 1 9 y o u n g s t e r s . See how many o f them were f a m i l i a r t o y o u :

I d a B r a n d t ( F o s t e r ) ; Ada C a r t e r ; E d i t h Cook (Wi l son ) ; Minnie P o l l o w ( S n e l l i n g ) ; F. M . Campbell;
C u r t i s P e t t i t ; Jabez Ward; C h a r l e s Ward; Dennis Cook ; Sarah Ward; C u r t i s s G i f f o r d ; D a n i e l C a r t e r ;
M e r l e Ho lmes ; Ray Ho lmes ; G u s t a S c h u l t z ; C l a r a S c h u l t z ; E l l a B r a n d t ; E d i t h P e a s e ; G r a c e S m i t h ;
and Ray S e e l y. * * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

Lau ra M. C l a r k , 74 , a n a t i v e of Wi l son , d i e d A p r i l 1 7 , 1994. She was t h e daughter of
M u r r e l l and E t h e l Ward C l a r k . She was a member of t h e E x l e y U n i t e d Methodist Church in Wi lson ,
and worked f o r t h e H a r r i s o n R a d i a t o r D i v . o f GMC f o r o v e r t h i r t y y e a r s . She j o i n e d t h e Wilson
H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty i n 1983.

She i s s u r v i v e d b y f o u r b r o t h e r s , M i l t o n (Helen) C l a r k o f Wilson; L e s t e r (Bet ty) C l a r k o f
Hayward, C a l ; Maurice C l a r k o f Newfane , N Y; and John C l a r k o f Lockpor t .NY; t h r e e s i s t e r s ,
Pearl Spears o f Lockpo r t ; B e v e r l B a i l y o f Lockpo r t ; and L o i s LaJoie o f App le ton ; a l s o two s i s t e r ‑
i n - l a w s , B e t t y and Ruth C l a r k ; and a b ro the r - i n - l aw Edward Roszmann.

Services were h e l d at t h e Hamilton & C l a r k Funera l Chapel w i t h Rev. Su
e Kaise i c i a t iS e @ d a 2 e e m @ m . s - Y ro f fi c i a t i n g .

SOUNDINGS:
The o n l y t h i n g c h i l d r e n wear o u t f a s t e r t h a n shoes a r e p a r e n t s and teachers.* * * * * * * * * *



May 1994 (Page 3)
MAY MEETINGS? . .

J a n e t N a s l u n d , Prog ram C h r m . , h a s announced t h a t D o n W i l k e of No r th Tonawanda w i l l be t h e
gues t speaker a t t h e r e g u l a r m o n t h l y m e e t i n g a t t h e museum, May 1 6 t h , 7 :30 PM. Mr. Wilke
w i l l b r i n g h i s a u t h e n t i c H o f e a u e r German Gr ind O r g a n , and i n a d d i t i o n t o p l a y i n g i t w i l l show
s l i d e s and t a l k o n t h e h i s t o r y o f d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f hand o r g a n s . J a n e t s a i d t h a t M i l e s
L i n n a b e r y h e l p e d make a r rangemen ts f o r t h e p rog ram.

Nina M o v e l l ance Leona H u n t e r w i l l s e r v e l i g h t r e f r e s h m e n t s f o l l o w i n g t h e program, and w e
a g a i n w i s h t o remind everyone t h a t t h e p u b l i c i s c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d a l l p rogram
meet ings o f t h e W i l s o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . N o r r i e D e s s o is Chrm of t h e Ref reshment committee.* * * x * * * * * *

The Board o f D i r e c t o r meet ing w i l l b e h e l d May 11 , 1994 , i n t h e Wi lson Museum a t 7 :30 PM.
: * & & &€& & & & *

MUSEUM GREETERS FOR MAY:
H o s t s and hostesses s e l e c t e d by Marge Lederhouse to s e r v e at t h e niuseum on Sunday a f t e r n o o n s

f r o m 2 t o 4 p .m . d u r i n g t h e mon th o f May a r e a s f o l l o w s :
May l s t , John anc J a n e Demmin--Wanda B u r r o w s , d i r e c t o r ; May 8 t h , H e l e n S t e v e n s and Doro thy

Mark-~Bobbie H u l l , d i r e c t o r ; May 1 5 t h , S idney and Donna P e t t i t - - E l e a n o r M y e r s , d i r e c t o r ;
May 22nd, G e r r y Swann and H e l e n H o r t o n - - N o r m M a c A s k i l l , d i r e c t o r ; May 2 9 t h , F e n t o n a n d Bess ie
C o l e - - A r t h u r S c h n o o r, d i r e c t o r .

D i r e c t o r s a r e expected t o open and c l o s e t h e museum o n t h e d a t e s t h e y a r e a s s i g n e d t o . Any
d i r e c t o r named who, f o r any r e a s o n , i s u n a b l e t o a t t e n d i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r g e t t i n g another
director t o s e r v e i n h i s o r h e r p l a c e . Thank you f o r y o u r c o - o p e r a t i o n .

ke & & kk &€ ke &€ kK k
NEIGHBORS D I D GOOD TURN:

The l a t e E a r l A rms t rong l i k e d to r e m i n i s c abou t some o f t h e p e o p l e and t h i n g s he had h e a r d
about W i l s o n , and h e once w r o t e some n o t e s abou t a C i v i l War v e t e r a n , w e ' l l c a l l h im " J o h n " ,
who appeared to be hav ing a h a r d t ime t a k i n g c a r e o f h i s f a m i l y and making payments on h i s home.

‘ " A r a t h e r t i g h t “money g r a b b e r " h e l d t h e mor tgage o n J o h n ' s p l a c e , and h e decided t o e v i c t
John and h i s f a m i l y and a c q u i r e t h e p r o p e r t y f o r h i m s e l f .

"He had a l l t h e necessary e v i c t i o n papers drawn up and when t h e Constable g o t them on a
Saturday n i g h t , t hey c o u l d n o t b e l e g a l l y se rved u n t i l t h e f o l l o w i n g Monday morn ing.

"Tha t same Saturday n i g h t , J o h n ' s neighbors showed up w i t h t h e i r teams, l o n g t i m b e r s , fl a t
b o a t s , j a c k sc rews , and c row ba rs -~eve ry th i ng needed to move a b u i l d i n g .

"The men worked a l l Sa tu rday n i g h t , Sunday, and Sunday n i g h t , and when t h e C o n s t a b l e came t o
serve the papers Monday morning, John 's house was s tand ing on a ne ighbor 's p r o p e r t y.

“Nobody appeared to know how t h e house had g o t t e n moved, and when anyone was asked where
they were on Sunday, it seems they were a l l v i s i t i n g f r i e n d s somewhere t h a t day.

“John was l a t e r ab le to g e t back on his f e e t , and bough t the l i t t l e p l o t o f ground on which
h i s house had been moved t o . "

e* & & & & &* &* kk kk *
AROUND THE MUSEUM:

O l l i e C l a r k r e p o r t e d a g r e a t day on A p r i l 2nd when over 300 area youngsters competed f o r
1201 E a s t e r eggs. The s u c c e s s f u l ven tu re was sponsored by the Wilson Business Associat ion.

The "Move-the-Randall Road-Schoolhouse committee" has been g i v e n permiss ion by t h e s o c i e t y ' s
Board o f D i r e c t o r s t o use the Barnum B u i l d i n g and grounds f o r a f u n d - r a i s i n g Auc t ion t o b e
he ld on Satu rday, September 1 0 , 1 9 9 4 .‑

The s o c i e t y has been t r y i n g f o r months t o g e t t h e o l d G . E . R e f r i g e r a t o r moved f r o m t h e h a l l
t o t h e Schnoor Room. Prov ing t h a t many hands make l i g h t w o r k , Don B u r r o w s , Dan K i n g , C l a r k
St imson, and D a r r e l l Sm i th , g o t t h e j o b done qu i ck l y -du r i ng a recen t f a i r meet ing .

Dan K i n g has ar ranged f o r some changes in museum w i r i n g t h a t shou ld save us $20 p e r month.
E l l s w o r t h McKelvey would l i k e to fi n d an o l d m e t a l l u n c h p a i l or b u c k e t - - t h e more~beat-up t h e
b e t t e r . H e ' d l i k e i t f o r an e x h i b i t i n t h e taboose .

B e s s McKelvey has been do ing some w o r k i n t h e l i b r a r y - - l o o k s g r e a t , keep i t u p . G a r y F i t c h
i s t r y i n g t o g e t s e v e r a l s m a l l j o b s done t o s p r u c e u p t h e museum. Among these w i l l b e g e t t i n g
crushed stone on t h e p a r k i n g l o t and p u t t i n g c a r p e t i n g in t h e Breezeway.* * * * * * * * * *

PLANNING BOARD TO MEET:
John M y e r s , Chrm. o f t h e l o n g - r a n g e P lann ing Committee p l a n s t o h o l d a meet ing a t t h e

museum d u r i n g t h e l s t week in May--date to be announced. He u r g e s a l l committee members or
any members o f t h e s o c i e t y who h a v e any i d e a s f o r i m p r o v i n g t h e museum o r g r o u n d s f o r t h e n e x t
10 or 15 yea rs , to b r i n g t h o s e ideas to t h e meet ing.* * * * * * * * * *
ACTIVE NONAGENARIANS:

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o some o f o u r H o n o r a r y members who have been c e l e b r a t i n g t h e i r 90+ b i r t h ‑
days r e c e n t l y :

Mabel B u r r o w s o f B u r t , N Y, Cla ims s h e i s 9 0 y e a r s o l d , b u t s h e ' d have t o show p r o o f f o r
any o f h e r f r i e n d s t o b e l i e v e t t . Mabe l h a s been a n a c t i v e member s ince 1980 , and became
a n H o n o r a r y member i n 1989.

A . Vernon Croop o f R o c h e s t e r , N Y, became a member i n 1991 and a n Honora ry Member i n 1992.
Ve r n i s a n av id g o l f e r and b o w l e r and sa id t h a t h i s a g e , 90 , i s a good number t o shoot f o r
o n t h e g o l f c o u r s e .

F r a n k Fenn o f Ransomv i l l e , N Y, has a head s t a r t on everyone . He c e l e b r a t e d h i s 9 8 t h
b i r t hday on A p r i l 5 t h . F r a n k has be longed to t h e soc ie t y s ince 1983, and became an Honorary
Member in 1987.

Elwood S c h u l t z o f Ransomv i l l e , N Y, a l s o an H o n o r a r y Member, j o i n e d t h e s o c i e t y in 1991
and c e l e b r a t e d h i s 9 0 t h b i r t h d a y i n A p r i l .* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT:

Yo u know you l i v e in a s m a l l town when p e o p l e r e a d t h e l o c a l newspaper to see if t h e
Pub l i she r g o t i t r i g h t .

+” * * * oF + * * * +
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RANDALL ROAD HISTORY REVISED:
Wilbur R. Reese o f Wi l l i amsburg , V i r g i n i a , had an i l l u s t r i o u s c a r e e r a f t e r he g radua ted f r o m

Wilson High Schoo l in 1934. He l a t e r graduated f r o m B u f f a l o S t a t e C o l l e g e in 1938, and in 1941
became a Nava l Av ia to r d u r i n g Wor ld War I I , and served aboard fi v e d i f f e r e n t a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r s .
a s a fi g h t e r p i l o t .

He was promoted to t h e r a n k of L i e u t . Commander a n d , a f t e r a t t e n d i n g t h e g radua te schoo l at
Ohio U n i v e r s i t y , d i d resea rch f o r a P s y c h o l i g i c a l Corpora t ion and i n t e r n s h i p i n c l i n i c a l
psychology f o r t h e A k r o n , Oh io , P u b l i c Schoo l s .

In 1949 he s t a r t e d t h e M e n t a l H e a l t h C l i n i c f o r t h e C i t y o f Wi l l i amsburg , V i r g i n i a , and is
l i s t e d in t h e 1 9 t h e d i t i o n o f "Who's Who in t h e Sou th and Sou thwes t . " H i s hobby is g e n e a l o g y
and he h a s w r i t t e n 120 f a m i l y genealogies s ince h i s r e t i r e m e n t .

M r . Reese s t a r t e d h i s schoo l ing i n t h e o l d R a n d a l l Road S c h o o l h o u s e , D i s t r i c t # 8 , i n 1924,
and en te red h i g h schoo l a t Wilson in 1931.

The Randa l l Road Schoolhouse was about 150 yards n o r t h of h i s home and, acco rd ing to h i m , "If
I r a n f a s t p a s t D u r p h y ' s house and a row o f c h e r r y t r e e s , I c o u l d g e t t h e r e i n a couple o f |
minutes."

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t t h e proper ty o n which t h e Randal l Road Schoolhouse was b u i l t
was donated by Henry Maham, an ancestor of Wilbur Reese, and the deed was recorded at t he N iag ‑
ara County Courthouse in Janua ry, 1861.

The Randal l Road was named f o r t h e Randall f a m i l y, and Asa R a n d a l l , w i t h h i s w i f e and c h i l - . . .
d r e n , came t o Wilson and s e t t l e d o n what i s now t h e Randall Road between 1820 and 1830.

I t was near t h e s i t e o f the Asa Randa l l cabin t h a t Reese ' s a n c e s t o r , Henry Maham, b u i l t h i s
house and ba rn .

In 1980, the Wilson His to r i ca l S o c i e t y, ‘under t h e d i rec t ion o f the l a t e Dorothy T h i l k , town
o f Wilson H i s t o r i a n , began the tedious t a s k o f t r y i n g t o fi n d and i d e n t i f y some o f t he markers
at t h e s i t e of t h e abandoned Randal l Road Cemetery.

A l l of t h e s tones had been covered up c a . 1910, and t h e p l o t was leve led o f f e ras ing a l l
s igns of a cemetery eve r h a v i n g been t h e r e .

Some of t h e stones found and recorded th rough t h e e f f o r t s of M r s . T h i l k and o t h e r soc ie t y
members included t h e one f o r Asa Randa l l which revealed t h a t he had d i e d on June 5, 1858 at t h e
age o f s e v e n t y. H i s w i f e , M a r y, was 59 when she d i e d , and t h e unfin ished da te on h e r s tone
was May 1 7 , 1 8 - - . A l s o l oca ted was t h e marke r f o r t h e i r 12 year o l d son , Asa , who d ied on
December 1 3 , 1834.

S e v e r a l o t h e r m a r k e r s were i d e n t i fi e d i n c l u d i n g one f o r Timothy B a c h e l d e r , 4 5 , who was b o r n
o n A u g u s t 2 1 , 1788 and d i e d J u l y 11 , 1834.

The f a c t t h a t some b u r i a l s had been made i n 1830 r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e o l d cemetery had been much
o l d e r t h a n p r e v i o u s l y t h o u g h t .

I n 1981 , t h e H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s Committee o f t h e Wi l son H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, e r e c t e d a h i s t o r i c a l
m a r k e r a t t h e s i t e l i s t i n g t h e names o f a l l t h o s e i n t e r r e d whose names were i d e n t i fi e d .* * * * * * * * * *
SEMINAR PLANNED:

M i l e s L innabery and Anne-Marie B r o g a n , C h i e f o f I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a t t h e Theodore R o o s e v e l t
H i s t o r i c a l S i t e o n D e l e w a r e A v e n u e , B u f f a l o , a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n conduc t i ng a Seminar o n how t o
d o r e s e a r c h and prepare t a l k s o n l o c a l h i s t o r y .

A t i m e and d a t e f o r a Seminar w i l l be s e t up when M i l e s is a b l e to determine whether enough
p e o p l e would be interested in a t t e n d i n g . F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e c o n t a c t M i l es ,751 -6567 .* * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE PAST:

I t i s s a i d t h a t one o f W i l s o n ' s o l d t i m e r s , ByronTa b o r , was a n i n v e n t o r and made one o f t h e
fi r s t machines used f o r p a r i n g a p p l e s .

He was a l s o s a i d to have inven ted t h e fi r s t r a i l r o a d automatic c o u p l e r f o r f r e i g h t and p a s ‑
senger c a r s . The l a t e E a r l A r m s t r o n g o f Wi lson once r e c a l l e d t h a t h e used t o p l a y w i t h t h e
o r i n g i n a l model when h e was a b o y, and t h a t Ta b o r k e p t i t i n a b l a c k w a l n u t c a s e .

L a t e r , when t h e Gould Coupl ing came o u t , i t was i d e n t i c a l t o t h e one Tabo r had i n v e n t e d , and
Arms t rong bel ieved t h a t someone g o t r i c h w h i l e Tabor d i e d a poor man.* * * * * * * * * *
DID YOU K N O W. . . . .t h a t i n 1831, a l l t h e a r e a w e now know a s t h e town o f W i l s o n , was once c a l l e d

t h e " G r e a t N o r t h Woods?" * * * * * * * * * *
BON MOT: A hen i s t h e o n l y one who c a n l a y around and s t i l l b e a p r o d u c e r.

*k * * * x * * * * *



J u n e 1994 ( P a g e ’2 )
"OLD HUB" NOTED FOR MEALS:

I t was s a i d t h a t p e o p l e came f r o m m i l e s around t o g e t t h e i r d i n n e r s a t t h e famous 01d Hub
H o t e l i n W i l s o n , and r e c e n t l y a n i n t e r e s t i n g menu f r o m t h e 1930's was turned i n t o t h e museum
b y M a r y E . S t o n e A l l g z i e r who r e s i d e s i n N a p l e s , F l o r i d a .

Anyone who t h i n k s t h e y a r e g e t t i n g a b a r g a i n t o d a y when they spend $15 o r $20 d o l l a r s p e r
person to d i n e o u t , m i g h t l i k e to compare those p r i c e s w i t h ones charged in t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s when
e a t i n g o u t was r e l a t i v e l y much more reasonable.

The r e g u l a r d i n n e r a t t h e Hub was $1.00 and i n c l u d e d a choice o f tomato j u i c e o r g r a p e f r u i t
cup p l u s r e l i s h t r a y and soup. The main course consisted of e i t h e r f r i ed c h i c k e n , por terhouse
s t e a k , r o a s t l a m b , r o a s t l o i n of p o r k , or fi s h complemented w i t h s a l a d , v e g e t a b l e s , h o t b r e a d s ,
b i s c u i t s and b u t t e r . F o r d e s s e r t one m i g h t choose homemade p i e , s h o r t c a k e , sundaes , i c e cream
and c a k e , a l s o c o f f e e , t e a , o r m i l k - - a l l f o r one d o l l a r .

A s l i g h t l y cheaper f u l l cou rse meal migh t be had f o r seven ty -five c e n t s , b u t d i d n o t i nc lude
soup and r e l i s h e s .

The economy m e a l was s i x t y - c e n t s , and a l s o fea tu red creamed c h i c k e n , r o a s t l a m b , l o i n o f
p o r k , and fi s h w i t h a choice o f tomato j u i c e o r s o u p . S a l a d , v e g e t a b l e s , b read and b u t t e r was
a l s o inc luded w i t h a choice o f p i e , i c e cream or f r u i t f o r d e s s e r t . C o f f e e , t e a , and m i l k were
a l s o served w i t h t h e economy m e a l .

America was s t i l l t r y i n g to p u l l o u t of t h e G r e a t Depression in t h e e a r l y t h i r t i e s , so t h e
p r i c e s charged t h e n m i g h t seem l i k e "chicken f e e d " t o d a y, h o w e v e r, a l l t h i n g s c o n s i d e r e d ,
t h e amounts charged represented s i z e a b l e purchasing power in t h e 1930's.

The Hub 's d i n i n g room was open d a i l y f r o m 3 to 8 p . m . , and reservat ions m i g h t be made by
c a l l i n g t h e o p e r a t o r a t 13-158.

The c o v e r o f t h e H u b ' s menu f e a t u r e d a c o l o r f u l p i c t u r e o f t h e Three Musketeers r a i s i n g
t h e i r fl a s k s i n a t o a s t .

The Hub continued t o serve mea ls u p t o 1980 when i t , a l o n g w i t h t h e Wilson P o s t o f fi c e , were
consumed by fl a m e s . * * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

I t ' s n i c e t o h e a r f r o m o l d f r i e n d s and f o r m e r r e s i d e n t s , and John Goodrich o f Columbus
H e i g h t s , MN, w r i t e s he is d o i n w e l l in an apartment near son P h i l and Daugh te r, Jean . S a i d he
a t tended a s e r v i c e a t J e a n ' s Method is t Church in F r i d l e y , and i t was t h e fi r s t t i m e he ever
hea rd a 65 p i e c e band accompanied by o r g a n and p i a n o p l a y in a church.

A f e w days l a s t w i n t e r t h e thermometer h i t t h i r t y below zero , but r o a d s a re w e l l maintained.
H e s a l d d e s p i t e t h e snow anu co ld i n western New Yo r k , i t i s s t i l l one o f t he s a f e s t p l a c e s
t o l i v e , ana h e ' s g lad h e was able t o spend most o f h i s l i f e back here .x * x a * x« * x * *
COMMUNITY-MINDED CLUB: an

On A p r i l 30, 1994, the Tr i - town Clan 4-H Club p lan ted a Pink Spi re ornamental t r e e on the
museum grounds in recogn i t ion o f Arbor D a y. An annua l e v e n t , t h e c l u b has p l a n t e d s e v e r a l t r e e s
at various locat ions around the community. .

Mrs . S h i r l e y H a r p e r , l e a d e r , a l o n g w i t h w i t h c l u b members and t h e i r pa ren ts , attended t h e
p lan t i ng and a l s o placed a marker by t h e t r e e to i d e n t i f y i t .* * * * * * * * * *
DOING A GREAT JOB:

Anne A r g u e Faery h a s been d o i n g a good j o b as chairman of t h e membership commit tee, and in
a d d i t i o n to keeping an u p - t o - d a t e fi l e on a l l members h a s compiled a computerized m a i l i n g l i s t .
A s new persons j o i n t h e s o c i e t y, move away, o r pass away, she has t o c o n t i n u a l l y update t h e r o l l .

I t is d i f fi c u l t to keep t r a c k of a l l o u r members--especial ly when some move away and do n o t
l e a v e fo rward ing addresses-- the n e w s l e t t e r cannot be forwarded since i t is mai led 3 r d c l a s s .

When Anne p u t t h e m a i l i n g l i s t o n computer s h e accepted t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f addressing and
m a i l i n g o u t t h e month ly n e w s l e t t e r , and each month she p l a c e s address l a b e l s o n 450 n e w s l e t t e r s
and s o r t s them f o r m a i l i n g .

I t i s n o s e c r e t t h a t t h e success o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty depends d i r e e t l y o n t h e
way o u r o f fi c e r s and chairmen d o t h e i r j o b s . . . w e t h a n k Anne f o r d o i n g a G r e a t J o b . “. * * * * * * * * * *
BOARD MEETING:

The Board of D i rec to rs w i l l meet at t h e museum on Wednesday, June 8 t h , at 7 :30 p . m . There
w i l l a l s o b e D i rec to r meetings d u r i n g J u l y and A u g u s t - - b u t n o month ly meet ing.* * * * * * * * * *
THUMBNAIL SKETCH:

The Anthony C l a r k f a m i l y o r i g i n a t e d i n I r e l a n d , and Anthony was 7 years o l d when h e came t o
American w i t h h i s p a r e n t s and s e t t l e d on a f a r m a l o n g t h e L a k e Road in Wi lson.

Anthony grew u p o n h i s p a r e n t ' s f a r m a n d , f o l l o w i n g h i s marr iage t o Mary B a g l e y o f Lewis ton ,
cont inued in t h e farming voca t ion .

One o f t h e i r fi v e c h i l d r e n , Chester J . C l a r k , grew u p i n Wilson and marr ied Sarah E . A l b r i g h t .
a l s o a n a t i v e of Wilson.

C h e t f o r d and S a r a h ' s son , Ray E . C l a r k , a f t e r a t t e n d i n g s c h o o l , remained o n t h e I d e Road
f a r m f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , and i n 1916 moved t o G a s p o r t where h e worked f o r t h e Fr iends Mnu fg . Co.

When Ray C l a r k and LaMot t Hamilton bough t o u t t h e Cuddeback & Cooper Funera l P a r l o r and
S t o r e , t h e i r business became known as Hamilton and C l a r k .

The C l a r k f a m i l y were members of t h e M . E . Church in Wilson , and Ray was a l s o a c t i v e in t h e
Masons , O d d f e l l o w s , and Mens' C lub o f Wi lson.* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

Marke t T i p : B u l l s and B e a r s c a n make mon e y , O n l y Hogs g e t s laughte red .ee
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AROUND THE MUSEUM:

Nice to have t h e “sun-birds" back f r o m t h e s o u t h , and we c o u l d n ' t h e l p b u t n o t e how qu i ck l y
"Chuck" Messersmith g o t back to t i n k e r i n g w i t h t h e o l d w i n d m i l l aga in .

A cement fl o o r has been poured i n t h e s h e l t e r , and was done j u s t i n t ime f o r t h e F a i r .
* *&* %&* &k & F&F kK & KF

NEW MEMBERS:
I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome P a t r i c i a Nuna ley o f Yu m a , A r i z o n a , and June Wince o f V ienna ,

West V i r g i n i a , who were g iven memberships in t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty by t h e i r cous in ,
V i r g i n i a K la iber o f W i l l i a m s v i l l e , New Yo r k . P a t r i c i a and June a r e graduates o f Wilson High
S c h o o l , and t h e daughters o f deceased Cather ine and L e s l i e Mark . T h e i r g r a n d f a t h e r, N . B r u c e
F i t t r o , was a f o r m e r Wilson Blacksmith.

Honora ry memberships have a l s o been g iven to E l s i e F i t c h of B u r t , New Yo r k , who jo ined t h e
soc ie ty in 1972, and Howard Lederhouse of Wi lson , who jo ined in 1984.

* *&* &€ & %&K & & KF &

JUNE MEETING:
The r e g u l a r month ly meet ing o f t h e s o c i e t y w i l l b e h e l d June 20 th i n the museum a t 7:30

o ' c l o c k .
J a n e t Nas lund, Chrm., h a s a r r a n g e d f e r Ken McCask i l l o f Lew is ton , N Y, to present an u n u s u a l

and i n t e r e s t i n g program o n h i s saw. H e i s q u i t e adept a t what h e does , and h a s entertained
r e c e n t l y at b o t h t h e Ransomville and NewfaneGolden Age C l u b s .

Refreshment Chairman, Norie Desso h a s s e l e c t e d Marge Ganshaw and Pam G r o f f to s e r v e l i t e
re f reshmen ts f o l l o w i n g t h e program.

* &* RB & &€ F&F RK KH RO *

CHAIRMEN MAKE FAIR POSSIBLE:
The Memorial Day F a i r has been a success because of t h e many a rea chairmen and o t h e r members

who w o r k q u i e t l y behind t h e scenes g e t t i n g h e l p e r s , supp l ies , preparing e x h i b i t s , or dispensing
foods or o t h e r serv ices. T h a t is why we t h i n k i t ' s t ime to recognize some of these persons and
organizat ions:

S i r l e y Linnenback and S h i r l e y H u n t e r , Chicken B a r - B - Q ; Melinda Hu tch i son , C o t t o n Candy;
Frank Massing, N i g h t Watchman; Don B u r r o w s , B u s s e s ; L o i s Barnum and Net t ie S t imson , Supplies;
Dick Schmid le , Ways & Means; Anne F a e r y , Memberships; Norma Ward, P u b l i c i t y ; E l e a n o r Myers ,
D i s p l a y s ; N e t t i e S t i m s o n , Vendors ; C l a r k Stimson & W a l l y Goodman, Ant iqu C a r s ; Ron Zaunder,
Vendor P a r k i n g ; G a r y F i t c h , T i c k e t s ; Winnie F i s c h e r , Loom; Howard F i t z g e r a l d and HoytDesso,
Announcing, and B e t t y Stimson, Qui l t .

A l s o , Sara B e r r y, Co f fee and Dr inks ; Pam G r o f f , P i e s ; C a r l o t t e P e a s e , Beef o n Weck; Da le
S c h l y e r, H o t Dogs; Dick and Sue S c h u l t z , Popcorn; Jim and Linda M o r a n , Sno Cones ; Bob and Mary
Savigny, Pepsi Booth; D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith, Funnel Cakes.

Wea l s o wish to thank Jim Waldron’ and Cla rk St imson, en te r ta in ing on piano and trumpet;
The American Legion and Wilson School Band; Wilson Ambulance Vo l u n t e e r s ; Niagara County Emer‑
gency Services f o r T r a f fi c C o n t r o l ; Niagara F a l l s C i v i l Service P a t r o l Squadron #1 f o r Park ing;
and Dave Marmon f rom WLVL Lockpo r t Radio.|

' * * %&* %k k %& kK kK kek &

MUSEUM ATTENDANTS FOR JUNE:
Museum hostesses f o r June are unavailable f o r t h i s N e w s l e t t e r , b u t Directors scheduled to

open t h e museum f r o m 2 t o 4 P. M . o n Sundays w i l l b e a s f o l l o w s : L o i s B a r n u m , June 5 t h ;
D a r r e l l : S m i t h , June 12th ;Anne F a e r y , June 1 9 t h ; and F l o y d C l a r k , June 26 th .

* *&* %&* ke %* %F FK F* F&F *

OLD FORT:
E v e n t s a r e s t a r t i n g u p aga in a t O l d F o r t N iagara w i t h a C i v i l War A r t i l l e r y Schoo l o n June

4 t h and 5 t h ; The K i n g ' s B i r t h d a y on June 1 l t h and 1 2 t h ; and t h e H igh lande rs on June 1 9 t h .
* *& & & %&* kK kK %K &

The N i a g a r a Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y i s h a v i n g a S t r a w b e r r y S o c i a l a t t h e i r N i a g a r a S t r e e t
grounds i n L o c k p o r t o n June 4 t h . Ch icken B a r - B - Q , d r i n k s , and music b y "Dempsey S t a t i o n " .

* &* &* kk &* kK &€ %FK & *

SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT UNDERWAY:
The "Randa l l Road Schoolhouse P r o j e c t " is we l l -underway f o l l o w i n g a p l a n n i n g m e e t i n g in

February at w h i c h an angenda f o r moving t h e o l d schoolhouse to t h e W i l s o n Museum grounds was
e s t a b l i s h e d . Much i n t e r e s t h a s a l r e a d y been genera ted f o r t h e " M o v e " , and contr ibut ions a r e
be ing received f r o m nea r and f a r .

T h i r t e e n t h o u s a n d , f o u r. h u n d r e d d o l l a r s i s needed b e f o r e t h e o l d schoolhouse may b e seen
Coming down t h e Randa l l Road, and a major fund - ra i se r i s planned f o r September 10 , 1994, when
consignments w i l l be accepted a n d , h o p e f u l l y , a p e r c e n t of each i t em s o l d . w i l l be donated to
t h e schoolhouse p r o j e c t .

S h i r l e y and B i l l U r t e l o f "Ac t i on Auct ion" h a v e o f f e r e d t h e i r serv ices . M r s . U r t e l i s
President of t h e Wilson Schoo l Board of Education.

Donat ions may a l s o b e m a i l e d t o t h e " S c h o o l h o u s e P r o j e c t " , P. O . B o x 537 , W i l s o n , N Y, 14172.
Donors may designate t h e i r con t r ibu t ions as Memoria ls i f t h e y so d e s i r e .

Watch f o r a progress r e p o r t in t h e July /August N e w s l e t t e r .
* &* %& & %&FK & kK KF KF &

PTA CONTEST:
The J r . H igh School PTA h e l d a L o g o c o n t e s t f o r t h e "School-moving" P r o j e c t , and 9 t h g r a d e r ,

Nicholas Hageman, was t h e w inne r. H i s l o g o d e p i c t s a c h i l d p u l l i n g a wagon to s c h o o l , and i t
w i l l b e used o n a l l p o s t e r s , thank y o u n o t e s , and o t h e r p u b l i c i t y i tems.

H a z e l S a l i s b u r y, f o r m e r t e a c h e r a t t h e R a n d a l l S c h o o l h o u s e , spoke t o a l l 4 t h g r a d e r s a t
Thomas M a r k s , and t o l d them what i t was l i k e to a t t e n d a one-room schoolhouse. The 4 t h g r a d e r s
were s t u d y i n g t h e h i s t o r y of t h e o l d SChoolhouse when M r s . Joanna A n d r i t z i n v i t e d H a z e l to s p e a k

ek &F* &€ &€ FF %k& &€ %K & *

FINAL THOUGHT: Ta k e t h e w o r l d as it i s , n o t as y o u ' d l i k e it to k a .
ek &*€ %FK &€ kK &€ %& %F * &
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HARBOR ENLIGHTENMENT:
The n a t u r a l harbor at Wilson has a l w a y s been a magnet f o r s m a l l b o a t s , fishermen, and

o t h e r recreat iona l p u r s u i t s , b u t i n t h e mid 1800 's i t was t h e s i t e f o r much s h i p - b u i l d i n g
and produce-shipping a c t i v i t y .

I t i s r eco rded t h a t t h e fi r s t steamship t o v i s i t W i l son , t h e " O n t a r i o " , en te red t h e harbor
i n 1817. I t was b u i l t a t S a c k e t t ' s Ha rbo r i n 1816 and p l i e d t h e l a k e waters u n t i l t h e 1900 ' s .

In 1817, b u t t s taves and o t h e r t i m b e r was shipped f r o m Wi lson to Cape Vi n c e n t and o t h e r
harbors on t h e S t . Laurence R i v e r where t h e y were fl o a t e d to M o n t r e a l and Quebec. Much of
t h e heavy t imber was shipped t o Eng land where i t was used t o b u i l d f r i g a t e s o f w a r. The
lumber i n d u s t r y fl o u r i s h e d u n t i l a l l t h e g r e a t oak f o r e s t s between Lake O n t a r i o and t h e Ridge
were dep le ted .

I n 1846, L u t h e r Wi lson o b t a i n e d p e r m i s s i o n f r o m t h e U . S . S e c r e t a r y o f War t o b u i l d two ‑
200 f o o t p i e r s i n t o t h e l a k e - - o n e o n each s i d e o f t h e mouth o f Twelve M i l e Creek . The channel
was dredged o u t by horsepower at L u t h e r ' s own expense, and it was about t h a t t i m e t h a t Abram
Vosburg was appo in ted t h e fi r s t Customs A g e n t f o r t h e P o r t o f Wi lson.

Lu ther a l s o b u i l t a l a r g e warehouse by t h e harbor and began to buy and s h i p out g r a i n and
f r u i t . He a l s o establ ished a shipyard where the l s t schooner, the "Reuben F. Wilson" was b u i l t
t o run produce between Wilson and Oswego. Dur ing the nex t t w e n t y - fi v e years over 2 0 ships
were b u i l t a t the harbor b y i n t i n e r a n t Poiiders i n c l u d i n g three assembled a t t h e Putnum Yard
a t t he west end o f "Sunset I s l a n d " .

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d a number o f sh ips were destroyed by storms o f f t he Wilson shore l ine- ‑
sometimes w i t h l o s s of l i f e . The schooner "Mary, f o r i n s t a n c e , was driven ashore by h i g h
winds and went to p ieces j u s t e a s t of Wi lson; in 1854 t h e schooner " I s o b e l " was d r i ven ashore
and l o s t h e r cargo d u r i n g a snowstorm; two other schooners, the "Minerva" and t h e " I . C . B iggs"
were a l s o shipwrecked t h a t same y e a r .

The “F lee tw ing " , which was b u i l t i n Wi l son , capsized o f f s h o r e and a l t hough Cap ta in Quick
and o t h e r crew members were saved , h i s w i f e , s o n , and s h i p ' s cook a l l drowned. The stone
marking t h e i r g raves may s t i l l be seen in Greenwood Cemete ry.

When t h e Rome, Wate r town , and Ogdensburg R a i l r o a d , ( b e t t e r known as t h e "Hojack") came
t h r o u g h Wilson in 1876, commercial s h i p p i n g at t h e h a r b o r began a steady d e c l i n e , however,
another indus t ry was g e t t i n g ready to t a k e i t s p l a c e .

I t s t a r t e d when W.N. H a r r i s acauired t h e b e a u t i f u l p i n e g roves around t h e inne r h a r b o r ,
and es tab l i shed what would l a t e r become known as "Lake I s l a n d P a r k " . I t developed i n t o one o f
w e s t e r n New Yo r k ' s most ou ts tand ing summer r e s o r t s d u r i n g t h e l a t e 1800 's , w i t h h o t e l s in t h e
v i l l a g e and o n t h e " I s l a n d " such a s t h e " S u t h e r l a n d " , " To w e r H o u s e " , "Har r is C o t t a g e " , and
" P i t t s b u r g H o t e l " c a t e r i n g t o t h e t o u r i s t t r a d e .

A p a v i l i o n was erec ted f o r d i n i n g and dancing, and t h e r e was p l e n t y o f space f o r a b a l l
diamond and o t h e r s p o r t s a c t i v i t i e s . There was a l s o a . t o b o g g a n s l i d e f o r b a t h e r s and dozens
of boats ava i lab le f o r fi s h i n g and c r u i s i n g .

A main a t t r a c t i o n was t h e "Parade o f B o a t s " which was h e l d dur ing t h e evening h o u r s i n sum‑
M e r when v e s s e l s o f a l l s izes and shapes were trimmed w i t h l a n t e r n s and fl o a t e d u p and down
t h e r i v e r to t h e accompaniment of s o f t music p layed on mandolins and g u i t a r s .

One o f t h e ou ts tand ing days o f t h e y e a r was t h e l a s t Sa tu rday in J u l y when t h e a n n u a l p i c n i c
of t h e Niagara County Farmers Assoc iat ion was h e l d t h e r e . I t was a-day when thousands of f a r ‑
mers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s a r r i v e d i n Wilson b e f o r e dawn and remained w e l l i n t o t h e n i g h t .

Many v i s i t o r s came to Wilson v i a t h e "Hojack" wh i l e hundreds more pat ron ized t h e excursion
boats t h a t made r e g u l a r l y scheduled r u n s between Wilson and To r o n t o .

Lake I s l a n d R a r k s l o w l y gave way to o t h e r i n t e r e s t s when t h e automobi le a r r i v e d on t h e
scene making i t poss ib le f o r p e o p l e to g e t to o t h e r p l a c e s more e a s i l y . The h a r b o r , however,
never l o s t i t s a p p e a l to b o a t i n g enthus iasts or fishermen a n d , to t h e p resen t d a y, is the
cen te r f o r many fi s h i n g derbies o r o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s .* * * * * * * * * *
LUCKY WINNERS:

C h r i s t i n e R a f f e r t y of Wilson won t h i s y e a r ' s b e a u t i f u l hand-embroidered q u i l t , w h i l e 2nd
p l a c e w i n n e r, G a i l Kerwin of N e w f a n e , t o o k home t h e hand-embroidered t a b l e c l o t h .

The wood c a r v i n g was won by F l o Ph ipps o f Newfane , and Mike Wate rs o f Wi l son r e c e i v e d a copy
o f "Wi l son Ske tchbokk" , a h i s t o r y o f Wi l son . S y l v i a Mc Cua ig o f Wilécu afd F io rence Mac K e a r ‑
non o f B u f f a l o each rece i vea c u p i e s a n t t h e Wi l son H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y Cookbook.

The s o c i e t y deeply a p p r e c i a t e s t h e fi n e s u p p o r t g i v e n b y everyone.* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS: Some p 2 0 p l e e a t f r o m t h e t h r e e b a s i c f o o d g r o u p s - ‐ - c a n n e d , f r o z e n , and t a k e - o u t .
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SUCCESSFUL FAIR:

The Memorial Day F a i r was a w i n n e r t h i s year because o f b e a u t i f u l weather and good p l a n n i n g
b y t h e f a i r committee. Attendance f r o m t h e s u r r o u n d i n g area was e x c e l l e n t , b u t t h e event
cou ld n o t cou ld n o t have t a k e n p l a c e w i t h o u t t h e v o l u n t e e r h e l p f r o m o u r members. The s o c i e t y
is a l s o g r a t e f u l to t h e many community-minded non-members who p i t ched in as t h o u g h t h e y were,
and gave t h e s o c i e t y a much needed h a n d . Those r e p o r t e dt o u s were:

Joan H o o v e r , C h r i s M u r a w s k i , S u s a n S o b i e g r a y , L i s a B e l l i n a , M ichae l M u r a w s k i , Susan S t i m s o n ,
A l thea Montgomery, G e o r g e M o n t g o m e r y, D o r o t h y K n i g h t , J i m P i s e l l o , Faye P i s e l l o , J i m P i s e l - .
l o , J r v . , J e f f D u n c a n , Richard K i n g , Kevin K i n g , R o g e r Demmin, Jackie Rodgers , Dave G r o s s , Don
P e c k , Mike C l a r k , Wa l t H o l m e s , Rober t Z a u n e r , S t e v e P e r i l l o , S h e l l y And rews , K y l e Andrews,
Nina M o w e l l , Jane t Durham. and Carr ie Dziomba.

P a r k i n g c a r s could have been a problem w i t h o u t t h e generous cooperation f r o m t h e Wilson
C e n t r a l S c h o o l s , E x l e y United Methodist Chu rch , Our Lady of t h e R o s a r y R .C . C h u r c h , B a s i l D i v.
of Amsco Scientific/American S t e r i l i z e r , t h e Wilson Town H a l l , and Phe i f f e r ' s Food D i v. of
M a r z e t t i , I n c .

A spec ia l " t hank you" t o M e r r i t t and John T h i l k who removed t h e f r e e o n f r o m a n o l d r e f r i g e r ‑
a t o r so i t could be placed a t t h e road f o r p i ck -up , a l s o t h e Th i l ks came to our rescue a coup le
days b e f o r e t h e f a i r and g o t t h e l a r g e c o o l e r i n t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g i n good work ing o r d e r .

Martha F e r g u s o n o f Mar tha 's Cupboard in N e w f a n e , d isp layed t h e s o c i e t y ' s q u i l t f o r a week
and we understand t h a t two of t h e w inn ing t i c k e t s in t h e drawing were so ld t h e r e .

The popu la r " P i l l o w Jump" f o r t h e ch i ld ren was provided by M r . and M r s . Don Laur ie a t t h e i r
own expense, and t h e i r s o n , M a r k , provided h e l p to g e t t h e C o t t o n Candy machine work ing r i g h t .

The s o c i e t y a l s o appreciates cooperation received f r o m Lakeside M a r k e t , and t h e fi n e land ‑
scaping j o b provided around t h e Museum S i g n by B e u t e l Greenhouse, Chestnut Road, Newfane.* * * * * * * * * *
JULY/AUGUST HOSTS & HOSTESSES:

The D i rec to r named a f t e r each d a t e is responsible f o r opening and c l o s i n g t h e museum on
Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4 p.m: J u l y 3 r d , W a l l y Goodman, d i r e c t o r , Jean and Dick Schmidle;
J u l y 1 0 t h , D o r o t h y M a x fi e l d , d i r e c t o r , Ma r j o r y and J o e G e i s e r ; J u l y 1 7 t h , John Myers , d i r e c t o r ,
Mary and Edward We b s t e r ; J u l y 2 4 t h , Wanda B u r r o w s , d i r e c t o r , He len and O l l i e C l a r k ; J u l y 3 r s t ,
C a r o l e S c h n o o r , d i r e c t o r , B i l l and Maxine Jones .

Augus t 7 t h , Ne t t ie S t i m s o n , d i r e c t o r , Gordon and V i r g i n i a S t r a b l o w ; Aug . 1 4 t h , Don B u r r o w s ,
d i r e c t o r , Gus and David Brad l e y ; A u g . 1 4 t h , G a r y F i t c h , d i r e c t o r , E l t o n and June K r o p p ;
Aug. 2 8 t h , Anne F a e r y, d i r e c t o r , Micky and S h i r l e y H u n t e r .* * * * * * * * * *
ICE CREAM SOCIAL:

The annual I c e Cream Social w i l l be h e l d at t h e museum grounds, J u l y 3 1 s t , and t h e "Barroom
Buzzards " , provided by the town o f Wilson Tourism Comm., w i l l p l a y f rom 2-4PM. L i g h t re f resh ‑
ments w i l l be available from-the histovical::sotiety f e a t u r i n g i c e cream sundaes and fl o a t s ,
D a r r e l l and S a l l y Smith w i l l serve as refreshments chairmen. an

The museum w i l l be open to the pub l i c f r o m 2-4 pm. w i t h B i l l and Maxine J o n e s ,: attendants.
* * * * kU * * * *

IN MEMORIAM:
Mildred Gask i l l Treacy,80, of C leve land , Ohio , d ied May 9, 1994. She was the daughter of

Ada F i t c h and Morris L. G a s k i l l , and was bo rn on the T i l l o t s o n Farm, Wilson-Burt Road. She
l a t e r l i v e d on L a k e S t r e e t in t h e home l a t e r occupied by Sen. E a r l W. Brydges of Wilson.

She has two ch i l d ren by h e r mar r iage to Rober t T r e a c y i n 1939, B a r b a r a , who d ied in i n f a n c y,
and Robe r t (Judy) T r e a c y , and granddaughter Jenni fer T r e a c y who survive h e r . She is a l s o s u r ‑
v i v e d by a s i s t e r , D o r o t h a , whos ‘husband , Kenneth W e l k e r , was a f o r m e r Mayor o f W i l s o n .

B u r i a l was i n t h e B r o o k l y n H e i g h t s Mausoleum a t C l e v e l a n d , Ohio.* * * * * * * * * *
Kenneth W. G a s k i l l , 9 0 , d i e d May 2 7 , 1994 at Broadview H e i g h t s , Ohio . He graduated f r o m

W i l s o n H i g h Schoo l i n 1 9 2 6 , and moved t o C l e v e l a n d , O h i o , i n 1927 where h e worked 4 0 years f o r
t h e Pruden t ia l L i f e I n s u r a n c e Company. He jo ined t h e Wi l son H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t yin 1976.

He is surv ived by h i s w i f e , A l m a , a s i s t e r , Dorotha (Kenneth) W e l k e r , a nephew, Robert
(Judy) T r e a c y, and Grand Niece, Jenni fer T r e a c y .

B u r i a l was i n t h e Crown H i l l C e m e t e r y a t L o u i s v i l l e , Ohio.* * * * * * * * * *
A REMINDER:

The "Move t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse" Auction w i l l be h e l d at t h e museum grounds September
1 0 , 1994 , and w i l l be conducted by S h i r l e y and B i l l U r t e l of "Ac t ion Auct ion". Consignments
w i l l be accepted.

If you would l i k e to c o n t r i b u t e to t h e schoolhouse p r o j e c t , p l e a s e send you donations to
"Schoolhouse P r o j e c t " , P. O . B o x 5 3 7 , W i l s o n , NY 14172.* * * * * * * * * *

JUNE GRADUATES:

o f h e r c l a s s , June 3 , 1994.
Sa ra Sm i l ey, daughter o f Tom and P r i s c i l l a Smi ley o f R a n t o u l , I L . , g raduated a s Va l e d i c t o r i a n

S a r a , a j u n i o r member o f t h e s o c i e t y f o r t e
t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s t h i s f a l l . J n y e a r s , w i t h actene

Casey Croop, son o f Howard Croop of Rapid C i t i iy, SD, g radua ted f r o m R a p i d C e n t r a l H i g h S
o n June 5 , 1994. H e wou ld l i k e t o a t t e n d t h e S . D . Schoo l o f F o r e s t r y . i : g p Seno!* * * * * * * * * *
MEETINGS:

The Board o f D i rec to rs w i l l meet a t t h e museum, J u l y 1 3 , 1994 a t 7:30 pm, and a l s o on
August 10 , 1944 ,

BON MOT:

There w i l l be no program meetings at t h e museum d u r i n g t h e months of J u l y and August* * * * * * * * * *
L i f e is as unpred ic tab le as a g r a p e f r u i t s q u i r t .* * * * * * * * * *
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SADD SPONSORS PROM:

S t u d e n t s a g a i n s t D r i v i n g Drunk,(SADD) a r e making an e f f o r t to b r i n g t h e i r message home to
f e l l o w s tuden ts as w e l l as members of t h e community, and on May 24th t h e g roup h e l d a Senior
C i t i z e n Prom a t t h e h i g h schoo l where o v e r two dozen Golden Agers enjoyed a v a r i e t y o f t a s t y
re f reshments p rov ided by l o c a l merchants.

B i g Band music f r o m t h e 3 0 ' s and 4 0 ' s was enjoyed by everyone p r e s e n t , and some of t h e more
l i v e l y Seniors showed t h e y c o u l d s t i l l " c u t a r u g " .

The e v e n t , t h e fi r s t o f i t s k i n d , was o rgan i zed by teache r Mary Moley P a l a c i o s , who was
capab ly ass is ted b y L i z Te a l , B r i d g e t M a r s h a l l , Me l i ssa C o n f e r , Robin P o l l o c k , Chr ishna A s h f o r d ,
Amanda K r i e s c h , Amy Raynor, C h r i s t y Johnson, Anne H e n r y, and M a t t Te a l .

M r s . Pa lac ios thanked t h e Sen io r C i t i z e n s f o r a t t e n d i n g , and s a i d t h a t SADD p l a n s t o have
a b i g g e r and b e t t e r event next. y e a r .

The h i g h schoo l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s t o b e commended f o r encourag ing s tuden ts t o p a r t i c i p a t e
in wor thwh i le programs such as SADD, DARE, e t c .* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

We welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: F rances Danie lewicz of L o c k p o r t ; Anna F l a t t o f
M i d d l e p o r t ; Kenneth and C a r o l Ta b l e r o f F o r t M y e r s , F l o r i d a ; Ron and S y l v i a H a e f e r o f Newfane;
and Dennis Me ie r o f Wi l son . D e n n i s , a deputy s h e r r i f , h a s h e l p e d w i t h s e c u r i t y a t p a s t f a i r s .* * * * * * * * * *
THIS CHANGING WORLD:

R e p o r t s i n d i c a t e t h a t i n a t y p i c a l f a m i l y o f f o u r , b o t h Mom and Pop w o r k , and o v e r 40% o f
what t h e y earn is p a i d o u t in t a x e s . Remember t h e Good 01d Days when Pop was a b l e to suppor t
t h e f a m i l y , and Mom stayed-home and r a i s e d t h e k ids?* * * * * * * * * *
GOT A SPARE?

Marion Campbel l is l o o k i n g f o r s e v e r a l cop ies of t h e h i g h school " C r e s t " to b r i n g t h e museum
c o l l e c t i o n u p t o d a t e . She needs t h e f o l l o w i n g cop ies : 1944, 1976, 1983, 1984, and t h e 1990 's .* * * * * * * * * *
SUMMERTIME IN WILSON:

G o t t h e summer blahs? Noth ing to do? Come to Wilson: J u l y 2 - 3 r d , Youth S o c c e r Tournament ,
Thomas Marks F i e l d s ; J u l y 4 t h , Niagara Experience P l a y e r s , M a r t i n P a r k , 2PM; J u l y 9 - 1 0 t h ,
ESLO Tournament o f Champions; J u l y 1 0 t h , Wa l l e y Derby ; F r e e L i b r a r y G o l f Tou rnamen t , Oak Run;
Smal l Mouth Bass Derby; J u l y 1 7 t h , B u f f a l o & Brandy, Mar t in P a r k , 2PM; J u l y 23rd, ESLO Lake
Er ie In ternat iona l ; J u l y 24 th , Community Jamboree & F l e a M a r k e t , L i t t l e Leage P a r k , Noon to S i x ;
J u l y 3 l s t , Chiavett i Chicken Bar-b-que, Ex ley Uni ted Methodist Church, 12 - to 3PM; I c e Cream
S o c i a l f ea tu r i ng Baroom Buzzards, On ta r i o F l y e r s ; Swap M e e t , H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty Grounds, 2-4PM.

August 13 th , F e s t i v a l o f A r t s ; Wilson V o l . F i r e Co. Garage S a l e , 9am t o 4pm; Aug. 2 0 t h ,
ESLO K i n g Salmon Derby; ‘ESLO F a l l I n t e r n a t i o n a l beg ins ; Aug. 22 -26 th , Community Vacat ion B i b l e
Schoo l ; Aug. 2 6 - 2 7 t h , Wi l son V o l . F i r e Co . F i e l d Days - -pa rade Sa tu rday, 5PM. Aug. 2 2 - 2 8 t h ,
ESLO Niagara R i v e r Bass Chal lenge.* * * * k * * * * *
FROM THE MAILBAG:

Kathy D'Amico of A lb ion , the daughter of Marge C a r t e r Wil l iams of Wilson, sen t some i n t e r ‑
e s t i n g notes o n t h e John B u l l f a m i l y o f South Wilson who once owned a l a r g e f a r m a t t h e corner
of Chestnut and I r i s h r o a d s , town of W i l son .

John B u l l was born i n 1779 i n C o n n e c t i c u t , and i n 1798 mar r ied E l i z a S t i l e s o f New J e r s e y.
They had f o u r c h i l d r e n , H a r r i e t , Joseph, L o u i s e , and Benjamin.

K a t h y, t h e granddaughter of t h e l a t e Dan ie l C a r t e r of W i l s o n , enjoyed a t t e n d i n g t h e Memorial
Day F a i r and was p l e a s e d to be a b l e to l o o k up h e r ancestors in museum r e c o r d s and to discover
she was r e l a t e d to so many p rom inen t Wi lson f a m i l i e s .

The f o r m e r John B u l l home on Chestnut Road is now owned by D a r r e l and S a l l y S m i t h Of Wi lson,
and was b u i l t b y h im i n 1834. * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

The f a m i l y of t h e l a t e Elwin U p t o n have donated a p l a q u e to be at tached to t h e d o l l house
received f rom E l w i n ' s E s t a t e . Family members a r e M r. and M r s . Me l v i n Up ton ; M r . and M r s . David
S c h e n d e l ; C o r y, K e v i n , and K e l l y ; M r . and M r s . George Smi th ; M r James U p t o n ; M r . and M r s .
Randy U p t o n , Megham and S c o t t . O t h e r i tems acquired f r o m t h e Upton e s t a t e inc lude a program
f r o m a Senior C l a s s p l a y , "The Man Higher U p " ; D o l l f u r n i t u r e made b y Elwin f o r a 1 2 y e a r o l d
s i s t e r ; 1920 Kewpie D o l l ; P i c t o r i a l Album, "Columbian Expo" (1893); " A t l a s of t h e Wor ld w i t h
Camera" (1915); D o l l House s i g n made by E lw in ; and s i g n f o r "Princess Chysthemem, Japanese
O p e r e t t a produced a t Wilson High Schoo l i n 1928.

E leano r Canfie ld : E f fanbee Baby D o l l received by E l e a n o r on Christmas d a y, 1929. Composit ion
and c l o t h in Good Condit ion.

Anne Argue Faery: New Yo r k c a r l icense p l a t e s , 1925, 2-1936, 1962, 1963, 1964, and a l imou ‑
s i n e phone by Globe Phone Co; C a r r e g i s t r a t i o n s , 1991,1992,1993, and Memorabil ia r e l a t e d to
t h e New Ye a r ' s Eve Celebrat ions in Wilson, "Home of t h e L i t t l e A p p l e . "

Don Croop: Bicentennial C a l e n d a r, "The B i l l of R i g h t s and Beyond"; 100th Anniversary
Ed i t ion of t h e Lockpo r t Union Sun & Journa l (7/17/1965); "Power f o r P r o g r e s s " (2 /5 /61 ) ;
" Jub i l ee o f P rog ress " (10 /8 /67 ) ; "Memorial to J . F. K . (12/8/63) A l s o , War Rat ion Books inc lud ing
app l i ca t i ons f o r Supplemental Gas Rat ion ing Stamps; S u g a r Purchase Cer t i fica tes ; App l i ca t ions
t o ourchase new t i r e s and tubes ; A l l i n good c o n d i t i o n , saved b y t h e l a t e M i l l i e Croop dur ing
World War I T .

M r s . M i l f o r d Robinson, Ransomville: Placque g i ven to M i l f o r d (Pinky) Robinson by t h e Wilson
Town Board in r e c o g n i t i o n of h i s contr ibut ions to Conservation and F i sh ing p r a c t i s e s .

* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: In t h e Gocd Old Days , p e o p l e stopped spending when they r a n o u t of money.* * * * * * * * * *
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THE "FLAPPER AGE"
O ld Timers o f t e n reminisce a b o u t t h e "Good O l d D a y s " when t h e y were growing up and t h e w o r l d ,

accord ing to them, was a b e t t e r p l a c e to l i v e i n .
W e r e c a l l , a s a youngs te r, t h a t p e o p l e seemed t o b e a l i t t l e more s e l f - r e l i e n t , and most

had to make do w i t h what t h e y h a d .
Now, i n t h i s modern day when t h i n g s seem s o p l e n t i f u l and r e l a t i v e l y easy t o g e t , i t ' s h a r d

t o b e l i e v e how p e o p l e used t o cope.
We remember, f o r i ns tance , i f you r a n o u t of t o o t h p a s t e , you c o u l d make up a simple s u b s t i ‑

t u t e by m i x i n g s a l t : w i t h soda, and if you r a n o u t of sandwich bags y o u c o u l d a l w a y s use t h e
wax paper i n s i d e c e r i a l boxes .

P a s t e was a l w a y s e a s i l y a v a i l a b l e b y m i x i n g fl o u r and w a t e r , and t h ee q u i v e l a n t f o r a modern
"Q" t i p was a match s t i c k w i t h c o t t o n wound t i g h t l y a round i t . And how many t imes d i d mothers
mix r a w onions w i t h sugar s y r u p t o r e l i e v e a nagging cough?

The " fl a p p e r " age b r i n g s back memories of s h o r t , t i g h t s k i r t s and t h e b o y i s h bob--womens'
b i g c h a l l e n g e t o t h e V i c t o r i a n Age. The " C h a r l e s t o n " dance was a l l t h e r a g e , and t o t h e
younger generat ion everything was the " C a t ' s Meeow". The g i r l s a t t r a c t e d at ten t ion w i t h t h e i r
r o l l e d down hose and y e l l o w s l i c k e r s , wh i le the young men i n c o l l e g e , (who c o u l d a f f o r d them)
wore racoon coa ts .

And who cou ld ever f o r g e t those wool-str iped bath ing s u i t s w i t h knee l e n g t h p a n t s , and t h e
g i r l s w i t h t h e i r “ b a l l o o n " s k i r t s and umbre l l as t o ward o f f t h e h o t r a y s f r om t h e sun .

I t was a n e x c i t i n g t ime when t h e fi r s t sound o r " t a l k i n g movies” h i t t h e scene , b u t w e th ink
one of t h e b igges t t h r i l l s was when we heard rad io broadcast t h e fi r s t t ime f r o m s t a t i o n
KDKA P i t t s b u r g .

That was an occasion when fi f t y o f us youngs te r s l i n e d up in a d rugs to re to l i s t e n to a
minute or two of r a d i o broadcast th rough earphones st rapped over ou r heads. It w a s n ' t t o o
many years a f t e r , t h a t r a d i o s e t s i n p e o p l e ' s homes were be ing tuned i n t o shows l i k e "Amos ' N
Andy", "The Shadow", " I n t e r Sanc tum M y s t e r y " , "Ma P e r k i n s " , o r "One M a n ' s Fami l y. "

The o l d S i l e n t Movie days were g r e a t f o r t h e k i d s , and f o r a dime you c o u l d s i t a l l a f t e r n o o n
and watch comedies, drama, and westerns as t h e sometimes s k i l l f u l p iano p l a y e r b e a t o u t an e v e r
changing ry thmn to accompany t h e a c t i o n on t h e s c r e e n .

Movies w i t h Tom Mix and h i s h o r s e , " To n y " , were f a v o r i t e s w i t h u s k i d s , b u t w e a l s o r e c a l l
a t t e n d i n ga C h a r l i e Chapl in mov ie , "The K i d " , when a l l admissions requ i r ed t h e donat ion of a
can o f condensed m i l k . The m i l k c o l l e c t i o n was p a r t o f o u r c o u n t r y ' s program t o h e l p f e e d t h e
s t a r v i n g c h i l d r e n i n Europe a f t e r Wor l d War I .

W e b e l i e v e t h e Mode l -T Ford was t h e r e a l f o r e r u n n e r and phenonemon o f t h e e a r l y 1 9 0 0 ' s , b u t
b y t h e 1920 's o t h e r c a r m a n u f a c t u r e r s began t o compete. Th is l e d t o Ford in t roducung i t s
f a b u l o u s Model -Aw i t h t h e g a s o l i n e t a n k unde r t h e hood a f e w inches b e f o r e t h e f r o n t windshie ld .
It was a snappy l i t t l e c a r , and c o u l d r u n a l l day at a speed of 45 m i l e s an h o u r .

A t t h e t i m e , we probab ly d i d n ' t apprec ia te b e i n g a b l e to p u l l up a t a serv ice s t a t i o n , hand ing
t h e a t t e n d a n t a one d o l l a r b i l l , and t e l l i n g him t o " fi l l h e r u p " .

In a l o t o f ways t h e y were "Good O l d D a y s " . A t l e a s t you c o u l d w a l k downa s t r e e t w i thout
be ing "mugged"~-you d i d n ' t have to l o c k a l l t h e doors when you l e f t y o u r house--and cr ime w a s n ' t
t h e main t o p i c covered in y o u r newspaper or broadcas t o v e r t h e r a d i o .

Perhaps each genera t i on has i t s Good O l d Days when o l d s t e r s l o o k back on t h e i r ch i l dhood
y e a r s , b u t o u r impression of o u r e a r l y y e a r s is t h a t t h e y were s lower -paced and a more r e l a x e d
t ime when peop le d i d n ' t seem to be in such a r u s h , so e a s i l y a g i t a t e d , o r so deep ly d is t ressed.* * * * * * * * * *
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FORT NIAGARA IN SEPTEMBER:
S e p t . 17-18: N iaga ra ' s S o l d i e r s t h r o u g h t h e a g e s . Demonstrations and d i sp l ays by 1 8 t h ,

1 9 t h , and 20 th c e n t u r y s o l d i e r s .
S e p t . 24-15: 1812 B r i t i s h Gar r i son Weekend: B r i t i s h f o r c e s o f t h e War o f 1812 l i v e and

w o r k i n t h e f o r t .
* *& j%F- * FF FF KK %FK KF &

SEPTEMBER MEETINGS:
S e p t . 1 4 t h Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing , 7 :30 P Ma t t h e museum.
S e p t . 1 9 t h : R e g u l a r month ly meet ing , 7 :30 PM, a t museum.

*k eke & &F & KF KF KF Fk *

BON MOT:
N o s t a l g i a - - - l i f e i n tne p a s t l a n e .

* & %& j%B&F kF* FF FK %8F Fk *
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IN MEMORIAM:

Harold E. Mosher, 6 8 , Town o f Wi lson Superv iso r, d i e d J u l y 9 , 1994, a f t e r a l o n g fi g h t
aga ins t c a n c e r. He graduated f r o m Wi lson C e n t r a l S c h o o l in 1944, and l a t e r became a c e r t i fi e d
automotive p a r t s s p e c i a l i s t unde r t h e G . I . B i l l . H e was a l s o a l i censed insurance b r o k e r ;
s tud ied a t B r y a n t & S t r a t t o n I n s t i t u t e ; and a t ta ined t h e r a n k o f 2nd C l a s s P e t t y O f fi c e r i n
t h e U . S . Navy d u r i n g World War I I .

He was a c t i v e in a number o f o rgan iza t ions i n c l u d i n g t h e Boy S c o u t s ; Wi lson L i t t l e League;
p a s t commander of t h e American L e g i o n , Wi lson P o s t ; Exempt member of Wilson V o l . F i r e Co. # 1 ;
p a s t p res iden t and s e c r e t a r y o f t h e Wi lson L i o n s C l u b ; and H o n o r a r y T r u s t e e o f t h e Wi lson
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .

Haro ld r a n f o r t h e o f fi c e of superv isor under t h e s l o g a n , " I L o v e W i l s o n " , and to h im these
were no i d l e words. D u r i n g h i s many y e a r s o f serv ice to t h e community as Mayo r and superv isor,
h i s f o r e m o s t t h o u g h t s and a c t i o n s were a l w a y s d i r e c t e d t o what would b e i n t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t s
o f a l l r e s i d e n t s .

H e suppor ted t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y and recogn ized t h e g r e a t v o l u n t a r y e f f o r t made
by i t s members t o es tab l i sh a fi n e museum in t h e township. B u t h i s h i g h r e g a r d f o r a l l v o l u n ‑
t e e r s was w e l l expressed when he s t a t e d :

" Ta k e a moment t o t h i n k what o u r town wou ld b e l a c k i n g w i t h o u t i t s v o l u n t e e r s . Consider
t h e many v o l u n t e e r firemen who answer fi r e a l a r m s and ambulance c a l l s i n t h e e a r l y morn ing
h o u r s o r c o l d w i n t r y days ; o r t h e P. T . A . members who c o n t r i b u t e s o much t o b e t t e r educate o u r
y o u t h ; a l s o t h e many v o l u n t e e r s who g i v e o f t h e i r t ime and l a b o r t o c h u r c h g r o u p s , Boy S c o u t
and G i r l S c c o u t t r o o p s ; L ions C l u b ; L i t t l e League ; L i b r a r y B o a r d ; S p o r t s B o o s t e r s ; 4 -H
C l u b s ; and many more.

" S u r e l y t h e ded icat ion of t h e p e o p l e o f o u r community and t h e i r l a b o r w i l l be notched in
t h e preserva t ion of t h e h i s t o r y o f W i l s o n . "

H a r o l d is survived by h i s w i f e , Barbara E s t o n y Moshe r ; t h r e e c h i l d r e n , Michael A.(Bonnie)
Mosher o f Ransomv i l le ; M a r c H. Mosher o f Cambr ia , NY; and M r s . Maureen (Joseph) Hosey o f
Spence rpo r t ,NY; a l s o a b r o t h e r Donald ( Ve l d r e n ) Mosher o f Newfane ; and t h r e e s i s t e r s , Norma
Smith of A k r o n , NY; M r s . S h i r l e y (Joseph) H a r p e r of Lady L a k e , F L ; and M r s . M a r i l y n (Laverne)
L i e b o f A k r o n , N Y.

A Mass o f Ch r i s t i an B u r i a l was ce lebra ted a t O u r Lady o f t h e Rosary R.C. Church in Wilson
w i t h F a t h e r P a u l Burkard o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n Greenwood Cemete ry, Wi lson .* * * * * * * * * *

Ada G i l e s , 90 , a n Honora ry member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty, d ied J u l y 18 , 1994, a t
I n t e r Community Hosp i ta l at Newfane.

She was a l s o a member of t h e Wilson Conservation C l u b ; American Legion Aux i l i a r y ; and the
Wilson Golden Age C l u b .

She was a former res ident of L o c k p o r t and worked many years as a bookkeeper f o r the A. J.
Laux Co. and t h e Pies Furn i ture Co. She moved to Wilson in 1956.

She is survived by two nieces and one nephew. B u r i a l was in t h e Nor th Ridge Cemetery
w i th R e v. Susan Kaiser o f fi c i a t i n g .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBER IN THE NEWS:

Wa l t e r E v a n s , 69 , has resigned h i s sea t on t h e town counci l to fi l l t h e o f fi c e of Superv isor
which was vacated by t h e death of Harold Mosher.

M r . Evans was appointed by t h e b o a r d and w i l l s e r v e u n t i l November when v o t e r s w i l l decide
who w i l l fi l l o u t t h e l a s t y e a r o f M r . M o s h e r ' s t e r m .

M r . Evans is no s t r a n g e r to t h e superv isor job as he was e l e c t e d to t h e o f fi c e in 1966 to
1970. * * * * * * * * * *

STUDENT AWARDS:
O v e r t h e p a s t y e a r s , t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty h a s recognized two sen io rs a t Wi lson

High S c h o o l f o r h i g h achievement in American H i s t o r y . T h i s y e a r t h e awards were p r e s e n t e d at
C l a s s N i g h t b y P r i n c i p a l W a l l y Goodman t o P a u l C l a r k and C a r r i e Hageman.* * * * * * * * * *
REMEMBER CLASS DAY, 1939?

M a r y E. S t o n e was M a s t e r of Ceremonies; Ruby F a r w e l l r e a d t h e C l a s s H i s t o r y ; F r a n c e s Fenn
gave t h e C l a s s Poem; Martha Chapman read t h e C l a s s W i l l ; Corr iene S c h u l t z g a v e t h e C l a s s
Prophesy; and G l e n Knapp was t h e " C l a s s Grumb le r " .* * * * * * * * * x
OVERSIGHT:

B e l a t e d congra tu la t ions to E r i c M i t t l e f e h l d t , s o n o f G a r y and Bonnie M i t t l e f e h l d t o f Wi lson ,
who gradua ted f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l t h i s p a s t J u n e . E r i c has been a member o f t h e Wilson
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y s ince 1987. * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

W a l l y Moxham, A t t y . , h a s presented a number of i tems f r o m t h e e s t a t e of I d a Wilson i n c l u ‑
d i n g S i x Wood Carv ings; S i x Wood P l a q u e s ; Te n Photographs; T h i r t y - e i g h t Snapshots;
Discharge Papers (1918) ; W a l t e r W i l son ' s B i r t h C e r t i fi c a t e ' Pho to o f t h e Wi lson H a r b o r ; a l s o
Framed C e r t i fi c a t e s igned b y P r e s . Ronald Reagon honor ing t h e memory o f W a l t e r T. Wilson i n
r e c o g n i t i o n o f se r v i ce t o o u r c o u n t r y.

W a l t e r Z e i t z : Box of ha rdware , p u l l s and h a n d l e s ; a l s o Feed Bag f r o m Ransomvil le.
Dorothea M a r c k : P o t t e r y B o w l .
C a r o l e S c h n o o r : D o l l S u i t c a s e ; F o u r Baby D r e s s e s ; One S i l k C o a t ; and Thomas Marks Ye a r

Books f o r 1991-2; 1992-3; 1993 and 1994.* * * * * * * * * *
SOUNDINGS:

A r e a l measure of o u r w e a l t h is how much w e ' d be w o r t h if we l o s t o u r money.
kek * & &€ & & ££ & & & :
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CHEERFUL "“GREETERS" HELP SELL WILSON:

From A p r i l through J u l y , 1994, t h e r e have been approximately 475 v i s i t o r s at t h e Wilson
Museum a n d , o f t h i s number, abou t 2 5 came f r o m t h e s t a t e s o f Maryland, M i s s o u r i , C a l i f o r n i a ,
Pennsylvania, N o r t h C a r o l i n a , F l o r i d a , V i r g i n i a , New J e r s e y , C o n n e c t i c u t , and O n t a r i o , Canada.

I t i s important f o r t h e museum t o b e open Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4PM, ( w i n t e r months
exc luded) and t h e soc ie t y i s g r a t e f u l t o t h e many v o l u n t e e r s who have made i t p o s s i b l e .

A t a meeting c a . 2 0 years ago, t h e t r u s t e e s decided t o open t h e museum t o t h e p u b l i c o n
a t r i a l bas i s . I t has been open ever since--thanks to abou t 50 v o l u n t e e r s a year who a t tend
o n Sundays t o g r e e t v i s i t o r s .

I t i s d i f fi c u l t sometimes t o ar range f o r v o l u n t e e r s t o b e i n attendance each month--a j o b
which is c u r r e n t l y be ing w e l l done by Marge Lederhouse, hos tess chairman.

Accord ing to h e r she sometimes h a s to make a dozen phone c a l l s to match up a v o l u n t e e r
w i t h a g i ven d a t e . He r j o b i s impor tan t , h o w e v e r , because w i thou t o u r Sunday hos tesses t h e
museum c o u l d n o t be k e p t open.

Sunday " g r e e t e r s " can a l s o prov ide a v a l u a b l e p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s serv ice f o r t h e community,
because a p l e a s a n t smi le and g r e e t i n g can make a b i g d i f f e r e n c e how v i s i t o r s may f e e l about
t h e town. Th i s image of Wilson c a n be f u r t h e r advanced when congen ia l hos tesses a r e a b l e to
answer quest ions abou t Wilson and t h e surrounding a r e a . We have a l s o found t h a t v i s i t o r s
a lways appreciate a f r i e n d l y t i p on some o f t h e fi n e res tau ran ts in Wilson.

Besides M a r g e , t h e soc ie t y has had a number of good hos tess chairmen over t h e years i n c l u ‑
d i n g Joe Higg ins ; He len Borngraeber ; Verna C a u fi e l d ; Edna Rose; Margaret Wi lson ; Mar ie t ta
Goodman; C l a r a M a r c k s ; Sara B e r r y ; and He len C l a r k .* * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE MAILBAG:
We welcome Mi ld red G i f f o r d Cummins of O d e n t o n , Mary land, t h e l a t e s t new member of t h e Wilson

H i s t o r i c a l S o g i e t y. M r s . Cummins h a s extensive r o o t s i n W i l s o n , and h e r g r a n d f a t h e r G i f f o r d
was a Town of Wilson Supervisor in 1883. |

Her grandmother and t h e grandmother of t h e l a t e A l i c e N e l s o n of Or iskany were s i s t e r s .
She r e c a l l e d t h a t when she was a l i t t l e g i r l she o f t e n used t o v i s i t a t t h e N e l s o n home a t t h e
c o r n e r o f Rou te 425 and Ne lson Road. M r s . Cummins and h e r husband v i s i t e d Wilson r e c e n t l y .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS:

Wi l l iam McLaughlin, a L i f e Member of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, h a s been e lec ted chairman
of the Lockpor tSavings Bank board of d i rec tors . He is a r e t i r e d CPA and former par tner o f
McLaughlin & S l a t e , c e r t i fi e d pub l i c accountants.

From 1974 through 1989, M r. McLaughlin prepared the IRS forms f o r the Wilson H is to r i ca l
S o c i e t y. He c u r r e n t l y resides in Ransomvi l le , and he and h i s w i f e , Bern ice, a t tend t h e Ransom‑
v i l l e United Methodist Church. * * * * * * * * * *

D r . James Hohensee of Wilson has been named to t h e s t a f f of the Heal th Care Cente r at Lock ‑
view Plaza i n L o c k p o r t . D r . Hohensee completed h i s f a m i l y medicine pract ise a t SUNY, B u f f a l o ,
and is associated wi th I n t e r Community Memorial Hosp i ta l at Newfane; t h e Genesee and Niagara
Co. Medical S o c i e t i e s ; and t h e medical associat ion of Or leans Co. and t h e s t a t e of New Yo r k .

A few months a f t e r j o i n i n g the Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, D r . Hohensee became a L i f e Member.* * * * * * * * * *
Dorotha and Kenneth Welker o f Wr i g h t ' s C o r n e r s have made a memorial donation t o t h e ICMH

a t Newfane i n memory o f M r s . W e l k e r ' s b r o t h e r , Kenneth G a s k i l l , and h e r s i s t e r , M i ld red Tr e a c y.
The money donated b y t h e We l k e r s was used t o purchase a b i r t h i n g bed f o r use i n t h e o b s t e t r i c a l
department. The bed vrovides g r e a t e r c o m f o r t f o r a mother in l a b o r and is a l r e a d y in u s e .

B o t h Dorotha and Kenneth a r e L i f e Members o f t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, and M r . Welker
was a f o r m e r Mayor of Wilson. * * * * * * * * * *
ICE CREAM SOCIAL:

The i c e cream s o c i a l was a b i g success and appeared to a t t r a c t more p e o p l e t h i s y e a r than
e v e r b e f o r e . S a l l y and D a r r e l l Sm i th , co-cha i rmen, were happy w i t h t h e a t t e n d a n c e , and wish
to thank everyone who he lped o u t : Judy K i n g ; L o i s Barnum; S h i r l e y and Micky H u n t e r ; Don and
Wanda B u r r o w s ; C a r o l Smi th ; Joshua Smi th ; G a r y F i t c h ; C a r o l K ing ; C a r o l e Schnoor ; E l e a n o r
Myers ; Susan Sobiegray; Don Croop ; O l l i e C l a r k ; and Renee ' Weeks.

The Wilson Tourism Committee a r r a n g e d f o r t h e " B a r Room Buzzards" to e n t e r t a i n t h e crowd
f r o m 2-4pm, and t h e Onta r io R C F l y e r s a l s o were s e t u p and fl e w t h e i r r a d i o c o n t r o l l e d a i r p l a n e s .
The fl y i n g - c l u b a l s o provided a crew t o mow and p repa re t h e fl y i n g area c o n s i s t i n g o f Mary
Ragland; L y n e t t e D r a p e r ; Chr i s D r a p e r ; Dave D r a p e r ; and I r w i n Gombert .

C l u b members a l s o a r e e x h i b i t i n g s e v e r a l o f t h e i r l a r g e p lanes i n t h e John Argue Memorial
B u i l d i n g , and t h e p u b l i c is encouraged to l o o k at these b e a u t i f u l reproductions on your n e x t
v i s i t t h e Wilson Museum.

The a n n u a l I c e Cream S o c i a l , sponsored by t h e Wilson Tourism Comm., and Wilson H i s . S o c i e t y,
is n o t promoted as a money-making v e n t u r e b u t , as t h e n ame i m p l i e s , is a s o c i a l g a t h e r i n g where
o l d f r i e n d s may r e l a x , v i s i t , and en joy t h e music and enter ta inment . In s p i t e o f t h i s , t h e
S o c i a l h a s managed to more than cove r expenses by p r o v i d i n g reasonab l y p r i ced d r i n k s , sundaes ,
r o o t b e e r fl o a t s , and f u n n e l c a k e s .* * * * * * * * * *
SEPTEMBER HOSTESSES:

At tendants at t h e Wilson Museum d u r i n g t h e month of September w i l l be as f o l l o w s : S e p t . 4 t h ,
L o i s B a r n u m , d i r e c t o r , Nor ie and H o y t D e s s o ; S e p t . 1 1 t h , Don B u r r o w s , d i r e c t o r , and Wanda
B u r r o w s ; S e p t . 1 8 t h , Anne F a e r y , d i r e c t o r , H e l e n and Ly n n e S h e r r i e ; and S e p t . 2 5 t h , W a l l y
Goodman, d i r e c t o r , Dan and Judy K i n g .

* * * * * * * xk 66 *
FINAL THOUGHT:

I f you have to gev hookea on something, i t ' s p r e t t y h a r d to b e a t fi s h i n g .
* * * * *& *& * * * *
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THE WILSON TRADITION:
One c a n h a r d l y t h i n k of Wi lson w i t h o u t b r i n g i n g to mind t h e "Boathouse W i l s o n s " , Timothy,

F l o y d , W a l t e r , E m e r s o n , B i l l i e , F red and M e r l e .
The boathouse w e know today a s t h e Boathouse R e s t a u r a n t , was s t a r t e d c a . 1907 b y Timothy

Wi lson. H e and h i s w i f e , F l o r a H u r l b u r t , had e i g h t c h i l d r e n , b u t i t was F l o y d , W a l t e r , and
Emerson who f o l l o w e d in t h e i r f a t h e r ' s f o o t s t e p s and opera ted t h e boathouse.

Timo thy ' s b r o t h e r , B i l l i e Wi l son , had two sons , Fred and M e r l e , and t h e boathouse operated
b y them was j u s t n o r t h o f t h e o t h e r o n e .

M e r l e and W a l t e r were probably b e s t known f o r ete a t t r a c t i o n b y young p e o p l e , and many o f
t h e c h i l d r e n who grew u p i n t h e i r e r a c a n p robab l y r e c a l l t h e t r i p s t h e y t o o k o u t o n t h e l a k e
t o g a t h e r i n t h e fi s h i n g n e t s .

We r e c a l l one summer when M e r l e loaded abou t 30 young Brownies f r o m t r o o p N o . 35 i n t o t h e
" D o c k s e t t e r " and t o o k them o n a c r u i s e t o O l c o t t and b a c k . The s ides o f t h e 2 8 f o o t b o a t were
so h i g h , many of t h e Brownies c o u l d n o t see o v e r them--even when s tand ing u p , h o w e v e r , i t was
a n ice warm sunny day so qu i t e a few of t h e Brownies c u r l e d up on t h e b o t t o m of t h e b o a t and
s l e p t as t h e b o a t cruised over t h e smooth l a k e w a t e r s .

Young people l i k e d to l i s t e n to M e r l e t e l l s to r ies abou t t he l a k e and the h a r b o r , and one
time in 1962, as a h i s t o r y p r o j e c t , 4 t h grader Tinmy Schmid le , interviewed M e r l e and wrote down
some o f t he i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t s t o l d t o him-about t h e ha rbo r area.

" I n 1895, many sh ips brought lumber to Wilson f rom Canada, and the re was a "lumber l o c k "
in f r o n t of M e r l e ' s boathouse. A lumber m i l l s tood on t h e h i l l where t h e l a t e Wa l t e r Wi lson 's
c o t t a g e stands today.

"Around 1900, boats brought school k i d s w i t h t h e i r lunches f rom Canada to v i s i t t h e o l d
Lake I s l a n d P a r k , and the re was a pontoon b r i d g e across t h e bay so they could walk over to t h e
“ i s l a n d " . The Sunset Beach Co lony s t a r t e d i n 1875, and t h e fi r s t c o t t a g e o n t h e i s l and was
b u i l t b y a M r . Orv is o f To r o n t o .

" M e r l e and h i s f a t h e r s t a r t e d t h e b o a t l i v e r y s e r v i c e i n 1910, and t h e Wi lson f a m i l y fi s h e d
commercia l ly f o r o v e r 62 y e a r s . "

Wa l t e r W i l s o n , co-owner o f t h e b o a t h o u s e , spent most o f h i s l i f e a s a commercial fi s h e r m a n ,
and a l s o operated t h e " D o c k s e t t e r " F e r r y Serv ice t o S u n s e t I s l a n d .

H i s hobby was woodcarving, and he spent.many hou rs c a r v i n g o u t var ious f o r m s of w a t e r f o w l
f r o m pieces o f d r i f twood t h a t washed up on t h e lakesho re . M o s t o f h i s b e a u t i f u l c o l l e c t i o n was
l e f t to t h e Wilson Museum where it is now prominently d i s p l a y e d .

W a l t e r was a l s o h e l d in h i g h esteem by t h e young p e o p l e in t h e community, and we r e c a l l a
l e t t e r w e once received f r o m Niagara F a l l s A t t o r n e y , E a r l W . Brydges, J r . , who w r o t e : "The
Wi lson B r o t h e r s were so much a p a r t of t h e community t h a t as each of them passes, a p iece of
t h e v i l l a g e goes w i t h them. When W a l t Wi lson i n v i t e d you t o g o o u t o n t h e l a k e w i t h h im a t
5 A Mt o b r i n g i n t h e n e t s , you d i d n ' t s l e e p t h a t n i g h t - - y o u were t o o e x c i t e d . "

The fi r s t b o a t used b y Timothy Wi lson was t h e "Red B o a t " , and h e l a t e r r e p l a c e d i t w i t h t h e
"O-SO-EASIE" . The " D o c k s e t t e r " was b u i l t in t h e Wheeler Shed by W a l t e r , F l o y d , and E m e r s o n ,
and when i t was done, a w a l l had to be removed b e f o r e t h e b o a t c o u l d be launched. I t was used
to f e r r y p e o p l e to t h e " I s l a n d " and c o u l d accomodate 35 to 40 a d u l t s . When it was used f o r
commercial fi s h i n g it had a capac i t y of a h a l f t o n of fi s h .

I t m igh t b e h a r d f o r one t o b e l i e v e , b u t one t ime M e r l e and h i s f a t h e r , B i l l i e , once l o s t
t h e i r s a i l b o a t . They would u s u a l l y t a k e i n t h e s a i l s a t n i g h t and pack them away, b u t one n i g h t ,
when t h e L u t h e r Wilson Warehouse burned down t h e y f o r g o t , in a l l t h e excitement.

When M e r l e and h i s f a t h e r walked home f r o m t h e fi r e t h e y discovered t h e i r sa i lboa t was gone.
They looked everywhere b u t it was no p l a c e to be f o u n d .

F i n a l l y , t h e y decided t o t a k e a steamer t o To r o n t o where t h e y saw t h e b o a t a t anchor i n t h e
h a r b o r . T h y n o t i fi e d t h e S h e r i f f who q u i c k l y p icked u p t h e th ieves and b r o u g h t them t o t r i a l .
Du r ing t h e t r i a l it was l e a r n e d t h a t t h e y had burned down t h e Wilson Warehouse so it would be
l i g h t enough s o t h e y c o u l d see t o s a i l t h e b o a t o u t o f t h e h a r b o r .

The thieves were s e n t to j a i l , b u t t h e h i s t o r i c o l d warehouse was never r e b u i l t .* * * * * * * * * *
OCTOBER MEETINGS:

O c t o b e r 1 2 t h : Board o f D i r e c t o r Meeting; Wilson Museum: 7:30 PM.
Oc tobe r 17 th : Mon th l y Mee t ing ; Wi lson Museum; 7 : 3 0 PM.* * * * * * * * * *

BON MOT: Each passing day is a priceless g i f t== tha t ' s why we c a l l i t t h e p r e s e n t .* * * * * * * * * *
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SCHOOLHOUSE SITE APPROVED:

The f o l l o w i n g persons were appointed b y Don Burrows, P r e s i d e n t , t o s e l e c t a s i t e o n t h e
museum grounds f o r t h e Rand@alél Road Schoolhouse: L o i s Jennings, Do ro thy M a x fi e l d , Don Croop ,
and A r t h u r Schnoor.

The committee met in J u l y a n d , a f t e r r e v i e w i n g recommendations f r o m t h e P l a n n i n g B o a r d ,
made an o n s i t e i nspec t i on of t h e grounds a n d decided unanimously t h a t t h e s c h o o l shou ld be
p laced a t t h e n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r o f t h e museum p r o p e r t y.

A l l agreed t h a t b u i l d i n g s i n t h e museum complex shou ld b e i n c l o s e p r o x i m i t y t o each o t h e r
so as to make them e a s i l y accessible to v i s i t o r s .

The propose s i t e was submit ted to t h e Board of D i rec to rs at t h e August meet ing , and members
vo ted to approve t h e l o c a t i o n r e c ommended by t h e s i t e committee.

It was a l s o decided by t h e Board to h a v e Ed H a s t i n g s make recommendations f o r poss ib le
foundat ions t h a t m igh t be used to suppo r t t h e schoolhouse.

In a n o t h e r r e l a t e d m a t t e r , t h e b o a r d approved a mot ion to appoint Wanda B u r r o w s Chairmen
of t h e s o c i e t y ' s R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse Committee. Wanda w i l l be in charge of t h e schoolhouse
r e s t o r a t i o n once i t i s l o c a t e d o n t h e museum grounds.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

The l a t e John M y e r s donated o n e Honey E x t r a c t o r - " A . T. R o o t #7" p l u s a Copper S t e a m G e n e r a t o r
and Steam Uncappling K n i f e - - f r o m R t . 425 B a r n S a l e .

E l e a n o r D e s s o r : One Ki tchen S c a l e and One Egg B e a t e r .
Mae Quick: Coupons f r o m J i m ' s M a r k e t in W i l s o n , c a . 1950.
W i l l i am A b e l , L o c k p o r t : Two P o s t Cards f r o m Wi lson.
J a n e t Spor leder : L im i ted Ed i t i on Calendar commissioned exc lus ive ly f o r sponsors of t h e

Ronald Reagan P res iden t i a l Founda t i on , 1992.
Jeanne Hals tead Hayes : F o u r Pho tos o f . the Restorat ion of t h e Wi lson H o u s e , F a l l , 1993.
Mary A l l g e i e r , N a p l e s , F lo r i da : C l a s s Day P r o g r a m , Wi lson H igh , 6/23/1939; a l s o Menu in

F o l d e r f r o m Hub H o t e l , c a . 1930.
Veronica C o n n o r , Ransomvi l le: P r o g r a m of Teachers ' Tr a i n i n g C l a s s ; a l s o P h o t o , 1905,showing

Marion E . Wi l l i am (2nd f r o m l e f t , 2nd row) (Mrs . J . L e o Connor)
E l e a n o r M y e r s : Cher ry Ta b l e D e s k , t w o d r a w e r , re fu rb ished by H o y t D e s s o .
L e a h B iga low : Niagara C o u n t y S h e r i f f ' s Badge worn b y A l a n s o n G . B iga low; a l s o a n a d v e r t i s i n g

s p a t u l a f r o m L a f fl e r ' s S t o r e a t N o r t h Ridge.
L o i s e D e c k e r : O l d Newspapers ; l i g h t b u l b ; Packard B a c k - u p L i g h t l e n s . L . D e c k e r ; s f a t h e r - i n ‑

l a w ' s ; Shawl t h a t belonged to L. D e c k e r ' s grandmother, E l l a W a l t e r ; 2 S e t s of B inocu la rs ;
Stone Lead Me l t i ng Po ts f o r making s inke rs ; B lue G lass L a d l e ; a l s o Old Books.

Bob Witkop, Newfane: H u r l b u r t Company Stamp.
M a r g a r e t Geiser: Two Receipt Books; One B i l l i n g Statement Book; One Family C i r c l e (1952);

Books f r o m Wilson Cold S t o r a g e .
Florence Mudge D o n n e r , E u c l i d , Ohio: Vo l u n t e e r Serv ice Award, Council o f Church Women;

Two Sunday School C e r t i fi c a t e s f o r Teaching in Methodist Church(1924); Two Teacher C e r t i fi c a t e s ,
1922,1924; C e r t . L o y a l t y f o r Teachers,1922; A m e r i c a nRed C r o s s , meri tor iuous s e r v i c e , 1922; and
Academic Diploma, Wi l son , 1920: A l s o , Camp C o t ; 8 German Books; Two Donner A f r i c a n Spears ;
Genealogies; I r o n B u i l d i n g Penny Bank; I r o n Horse Penny Bank; Diplopma, Wilson High, 1920;
Passpo r t , 1927; Papers f o r A f r i ucan T r i p , 1933; Surveys o f Donner and Mudge Farms.

C h a r l e s M a n h a r d t , Newfane: One B o o k , Commercial Geography; Two c e r t i fi c a t e s o f Baptism;
4-H C e r t i fi c a t e ; and Pre l im ina ry S c h o o l C e r t i fi c a t e .

Mary Newman, G a s p o r t : New England P r i m e r , e a r l y 1 8 0 0 ' s ; Juveni le S t o r i e s , 1839; two books
of B i b l e S t o r i e s , 1840; and To y B o o k s , 1 8 4 0 . A l s o , D o l l of Nancy Hayne(1837-1849) Given in Mem‑
o r y of M a r y ' s Grandmother Mary S t a h l M i l es (1878-1969); D o l l Box made by Nancy H a y e ' s f a t h e r .
Box inc ludes Lace m i t t e n s , Sewing supp l ies ; Wr i t i n g s o f Nancy Hayne in Niagara C a t a r a c t (1846) .

A r t h u r Schnoor : S t e r e o s c o p e and 3 0 S t e r o g r a p h s ; B u f f a l o News, 1963; and b o o k s , " C i t y B a l l a d s "
1885; "Farm Legends" 1875; Codey 's Ladies Book " 1862 "Andersonv i l le T h i r t y - O n e - A c t P l a y s .

C a r o l e L e e Wi lson: 1972 Wilson C r e s t .* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ATTENDANTS FOR OCTOBER:

O c t . 2nd: G a r y F i t c h , D i r e c t o r , John and Jane Demmin; O c t . 9 t h , Dorothy M a x fi e l d , D i r e c t o r ,
Marge and B i l l F r i t t o n ; O c t . 1 6 t h , Wanda B u r r o w s , D i r e c t o r , M a r i l y n and E d A l l g e i e r ; O c t . 2 3 r d ,
C a r o l e Schnoo r, D i r e c t o r , C h a r l o t t e P e a s e and C h e r y l B r o w n ; O c t . 3 0 t h , O l l i e C l a r k , D i r e c t o r ,
and H e l e n C l a r k .

D i r e c t o r s s h o u l d p l e a s e make a n o t e o f t h e d a t e ass igned t o y o u . I f a n emergency a r i s e s a n d
you a r e unab le t o fi n d a r e p l a c e m e n t , p l e a s e n o t i f y e i t h e r Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , o r G a r y F i t c h ,
Vice-Pres . Museum hos tesses as w e l l as t h e p u b l i c w i l l be l o c k e d o u t i f you d o n ' t .

* * * * * * * * e&
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME:

A l l a n n u a l memberships in t h e Wi lson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w i l l exp i re on December 31 , 1994.
I t h a s a l w a y s been t h e s o c i e t y ' s p o l i c y t o n o t i f y all members 3 months p r i o r t o t h e e x p i r a t i o n
d a t e so everyone w i l l have ample t ime to renew.

A 1995 r e n e w a l app l i ca t ion is a t tached to t h e bot tom of page t h r e e o f t h i s N e w s l e t t e r f o r
you r convenience.

P lease fi 1 1 i n a l l i n f o r m a t i o n requested and r e t u r n y o u r a p p l i c a t i o n and dues t o Anne F a e r y,
Box 731 , W i l s o n , NY 14172. Yo u r prompness would be deep ly appreciated and make e v e r y o n e ' s
w o r k a l o t e a s i e r .

P l e a s e n o t e t h a t any member who h a s reached t h e age of 85 w i l l be g i v e n an Honora ry Membership,
s o i f you g u a l i f y , p l e a s e b e sure t o check t h e appropr ia te box o n your a p p l i c a t i o n .

kK ke &* FF kK kk &K & & &

SOUN DINGS:
Happiness i s n ' t i iaving e v e r y t h i n g y o u w a n t . I t ' s want iny what you have.

* * * * * * * * cd *

.
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IN MEMORIAM:
Rober t J . H o r t o n , 7 7 , f o r m e r M a y o r o f W i l s o n , d ied a t t h e Newfane H e a l t h F a c i l i t y o n Augus t

1 4 , 1994 , f o l l o w i n g a l o n g i l l n e s s .
M r . H o r t o n served a s Mayor o f Wilson f r o m 1954 t o 1967 and h e l d o f fi c e when t h e v i l l a g e o f

Wi lson celebrated i t s Centennial in 1958.
He operated t h e H o r t o n Hardware business on Yo u n g S t r e e t s i nce 1940, and was a Navy V e t e r a n

o f Wor ld War I I ; a member o f t h e Wi lson Vo l u n t e e r F i r e C o . N o . 1 f o r over 4 5 y e a r s , and fi v e
years a s Ch ie f . H e was a member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y s ince 1972.

H e i s survived b y h i s w i f e , H e l e n ; a d a u g h t e r , Kathleen o f K ings ton , O n t a r i o ; two s o n s ,
Cha r l es (Ann) and Thomas (Che ry l ) ; b o t h o f W i l son ; a l s o a b r o t h e r , C h a r l e s , o f L a r g o , F l o r i d a ;
a l s o a granddaughter and two step-grandchi ldren.

Se rv i ces were h e l a w i t h R e v. Ronald H a e f e r o f fi c i a t i n g , and b u r i a l was i n Greenwood C e m e t e r y.* * k * * * * * * *
W i r t Wakeman, 9 1 , an H o n o r a r y char ter / l i fe member o f t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, d i e d

A u g u s t 1 5 , 1994, a f t e r a l o n g i l l n e s s .
W i r t was a member of t h e Nor th Ridge Uni ted Methodist Church in Cambria; t h e L o c k p o r t

Senior C i t i z e n s ; t h e Newfane Golden Age C l u b ; t h e Niagara Coun t y Farm B u r e a u Extension S e r v i c e ;
a pas t member o f t h e Niagara Front ie r Grower ' s Assoc ia t i on ; and a member o f t h e Wilson C e n t r a l
Schoo l Board of Education f o r 22 years .

H e i s survived b y h i s w i f e , D o r a Campbell Wakeman; a s o n , Ross (Jean) Wakeman o f L o c k p o r t ;
a d a u g h t e r, Marcia (JaMES) Sweet of Gowanda, New Yo r k ; a l s o 5 grandchi ldren and one g r e a t
g randch i ld .

Serv ices were h e l d at t h e N o r t h Ridge Un i ted Methodist Church w i t h R e v. Haro ld Babb and R e v.
Timothy Sweet o f fi c i a t i n g . B u r i a l was i n t h e N o r t h R idge C e m e t e r y a t Cambria.* * * * * *k * * * *k

"SKETCHBOOK" ALERT:
Richard S c h m i d l e , Chrm. o f t h e Ways & Means Comm., r e p o r t s t h a t t h e fi r s t e d i t i o n o f Don

C r o o p ' s "Wilson S k e t c h b o o k " , i s n e a r l y s o l d o u t . H e suggests t h a t should you l i k e t o g e t a copy
b e f o r e t h e y ' e a l l gone, t o p l e a s e c o n t a c t Wanda B u r r o w sa t t h e Wilson town h a l l o r s t o p i n a t
t h e Wi lson Museum o n Sunday a f t e r n o o n s f r o m 2-4PM.* * * * * * * * * *
LAND ACUISITION:

A t t h e August 10th meeting o f t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s , Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , r e p o r t e d t h a t h e
had received the survey and deed f o r 5 acres of land which D r . and Rosemary Badger of Lockpo r t
have donated to the Wilson His to r i ca l S o c i e t y. As in t h e p a s t , a l l lands or bu i ld ings acquired
by t h e h is to r i ca l soc ie ty become t h e proper ty o f t he town o f Wilson.

D r . Badger graduated f r o m the Veterinarian School at C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y. He married Rosemary
Gafney, a former home economics teacher at Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l , and they made t h e i r home on
Lake S t r e e t in Wilson where d o c t o r Badger prac t ised h i s profession f o r t en yea rs . They moved
to Lockpor t in 1946 and c u r r e n t l y reside on Locust S t r e e t Extension.

Th is i s n o t the fi r s t t ime t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y has benefited f r o m t h e generosity o f the
Badgers. In 1978 they donated 44 acres of l and which made i t poss ib le f o r t h e s o c i e t y to e r e c t
i t s fi r s t ant ique car b u i l d i n g - - n o w known a s t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g . I t a l s o enabled t h e s o c i e t y t o
expand i t s ever-growing fl e a m a r k e t - - a f e a t u r e of t h e Memorial Day F a i r .

The fi v e - a c r e acqu i s i t i on w i l l a l s o p rov ide a b e a u t i f u l background s e t t i n g f o r t h e Randa l l
Road Schoolhouse and meet t h e s o c i e t y ' s need f o r any f u t u r e expansion.* * * * * * * * * *
ARGUE BUILDING PROGRESS:

C l a r k S t i m s o n , co-chairman of t h e D r . John Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g , r e p o r t s some i n t e r e s t i n g
p l a n s f o r t h e ant ique c a r b u i l d i n g .

Work has a l r e a d y been completed on a new lower c e i l i n g in t h e f a c i l i t y which w i l l a l l o w
ma in ta in ing a b e t t e r temperature l e v e l necessary f o r t h e preservat ion of t h e v a l u a b l e c a r s
e x i b i t e d t h e r e . I t i s a l s o planned t o b u i l d i n a n o l d garage t y p e room i n one corner where
many o f t h e ca r - re l a ted t o o l s and a r t i f a c t s conated to t h e museum may be d i sp layed . Th i s room
cou ld a l s o b e used f o r " t i n k e r i n g " o r working o n some o f t h e o l d ca rs when n e c e s s a r y.

P e r s o n s in te res ted in h e l p i n g o u t on t h e c a r committee shou ld con tac t e i t h e r C l a r k o r W a l l y
Goodman, co-chairmen.

I t i s a l s o planned t o d i s p l a y some o f t h e Ontar io R CFlyer C l u b s ' s fl y i n g machine r e p l i c a s .k * * * * * * * *

RETROSPECT: Everyth ing is n i c e r when shared w i t h a good fr iend.|* * * k * * * * * *
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1995... c c e ee ee e e MEMBERSHIP A P P L I C AT I O N . . . . . . . - + - - - - e - 1995
NEW. . . . . RENEWAL..... NAME. c c c cecc c e c e ccc c c c e r e c c e n c e n c e ec e c e e e e e e n e e Ph: ( )sceeeceees
A d d r e s s . . . . . . cece e e e t e e t e r e e e ee w e s e e e e e e P. O . B o x . . . . . . CILY.. c e c e c e e e e e e ee e e Z i p . . . . - ‑

COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . JR (under 18) $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . L IFE $150 .00 . . . . . . . . . . 0000 - .
ENDOWMENT FUND $ . . . . . . + - - - - - HONORARY (85+) F r e e . . . . . TOTAL ENCLOSED $ . . . - - - - - - - e 0 5 ‑

p l e a s e make a l l checks payable to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o :
ANNE ARGUE FAERY BOX NO. 731 WILSON, .NEW YORK 14172
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SOCIETY LOSES FORMER PRESIDENT:
John Mye rs , 7 8 , a charter/ l i fe member of t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, passed away on

September 4, 1994, at M i l l a r d F i l l m o r e H o s p i t a l , B u f f a l o , f o l l o w i n g open h e a r t s u r g e r y.
S ince 1972, John was a k e y fi g u r e in t h e s o c i e t y ' s renovation prog ram, and t h e r e have been

f e w improvements of t h e museum's b u i l d i n g s and grounds t h a t he h a s n ' t had a hand i n .
H e g r a d u a t e d f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l S c h o o l i n 1934, and l a t e r a t tended C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y and

t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Alabama.
H e opened h i s own e l e c t r i c a l bus iness and most o f t h e h e a t i n g and e l e c t r i c a l i n s t a l l a t i o n s

at t h e museum were done by h im.
He was a member of t h e Uni ted MethodistChurch in Wi lson ; p a s t p res iden t of t h e Wilson

H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty ; P a s t p res i den t o f t h e L i o n s C l u b o f W i l s o n , and a n a c t i v e member o f t h e
Ant ique Radio C o l l e c t o r ' s a s s o c i a t i o n .

H e i s surv ived b y h i s w i f e , E l e a n o r H i n c h l i f f e M y e r s ; two Caugh te r s , Sue M y e r s o f M a l l o r c a ,
Spa in , and Kay Wr i g h t o f Sandusky, Ohio ; two s o n s , J o h n , J r . , o f P a l o A l t o , C a l i f o r n i a ; and
R icha rd Mye rs o f O a k l a n d , C a l i f o r n i a ; a l s o t w o s i s t e r s , E t t a Davis o f L o c k p o r t , and Jenny
T r e i c h l e r o f S a n b o r n , New Yo r k .

A memoria l s e r v i c e was h e l d a t E x l e y Un i t ed Me thod i s t Church i n Wilson w i t h R e v. Sue Kaiser
o f fi c i a t i n g , and b u r i a l was i n Greenwood Cemetery i n W i l s o n .* * * * * * * * * *
NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT:

A r t h u r S c h n o o r, Chrm. of t h e Nominat ing Commit tee, h a s announced t h a t Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . ,
and G a r y F i t c h , V i ce=Pres . , have ag reed to se rve aga in in 1995 in t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e o f fi c e s .

A l l nominees s e l e c t e d f o r o f fi c e w i l l be p resen ted a t t h e N o v. 2 l s t mee t ing , and v o t e d on
at t h e D e c . 1 9 t h meet ing h e l d at t h e museum at 7 :30 PM.* * * * * * * * * *
OCTOBER MEETING:

The program f o r t h e Oc tobe r 1 7 t h meet ing o f t h e s o c i e t y was n o t a v a i l a b l e , however,
Ne t t i e Stimson and Judy Rose w i l l be in cha rye o f re f r eshmen ts .

* * * *k * * * * * *
BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

Don B u r r o w s , P r e s . , i s i n c h a r g e o f h a v i n g new s u p p l y cabinets i n s t a l l e d i n t h e Barnum
B u i l d i n g . D a r r e l l Smith and E d h a s t i n g s have inspected t h e storeroom a r e a , and w i l l b e g i v i n g
an a s s i s t in t h e const ruct ion necessary. D a r r e l l has a l s o s e a l e d t h e r o o f on t h e caboose.

Richard Schmidle was appointed chairman of a committee to s e l e c t the students who w i l l be
recogn i t i on by the H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty a t t h e 1995 C lass N igh ts Award Ceremonies. As chairman
of the Ways & Means Committee, Dick has a l s o been g iven t h e green l i g h t to o rde r new caps.

A h i s t o r i c marker has been purchased to bep l a c e d in t h e f r o n t yard of the "Anchor Farm"
on r o u t e 425. Erect ion of the new s i g n w i l l be completed by t h e town highway department.
The s i g n w i l l i nd i ca te the s i t e where t h e fi r s t evening schoo l c l a s s e s were t a u g h t i n Wilson.

W a l l y Goodman announced t h a t t he soc ie t y ' s Cad i l l a c conve r t i b l e was entered in the Firemen's
F i e l d day and was awarded a p r i z e f o r t h e oldest car en te red .

{ f a l t e r Evans, Superv isor, attended a meeting of t h e board,was recognized by President
Burrows who announced t h a t M r. Evans , aS supervisor, is an Honorary member of the Board.

B i l l Smith has resigned aSchairman of t h e Breezeway and S h e l t e r Committee because of i l l n e s s
in t h e f a m i l y . P r e s . B u r r o w s announced t h a t he h a s appoin ted M a x w e l l (Micky) H u n t e r to r e p l a c e
him.

He a l s o r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e R a n d a l l Road Schoolhouse auc t ion which was h e l d at t h e museum
on September 1 0 t h was a g r e a t success . A l a r g e number of consignments and donated items v e r e
auct ioned o f f by S h i r l e y and B i l l U r t e l o f "Ac t ion A u c t i o n " , who donated t h e i r t ime f o r t h e
schoolhouse p r o j e c t .

The H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty Board o f D i rec to rs i s t a k i n g what e v e r a c t i o n i s necessary t o p r e ‑
p a r e a founda t ion f o r t h e schoo l t h i s f a l l i n a n t i c i p a t i o n o f h a v i n g t h e b u i l d i n g i n p l a c e
b e f o r e t h e w in te r months s e t i n . * * * * * * * * * *
ACKERMAN DAIRY:

In 1908, t h e Ackerman D a i r y cons is ted o f 36 a c r e s p a r t l y l o c a t e d in t h e v i l l a g e . A .E .
Ackerman was t h e owner in 1891, and t h e f a r m cons is ted of 2 res idences, a 30x50' s t o c k b a r n ,
h o r s e b a r n , wagon house , and 2 s i l o s . 24 Guernsey cows prov ided v i l l a g e residents w i t h m i l k .

* * * * * % * ¥* co *. :
FINAL THOUGHT: F l a t t e r y is l i k e chewing gum--enjoy i t b u t d o n ' t s w a l l o w i t .

*k * * * * * * * * *
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STATE HIGHWAY OPENED UP WILSON:
H a r r i e t Ne lson d ied a t t h e age o f n i n e t y - s i x . She l i v e d a t t h e c o r n e r o f t h e p r e s e n t

N e l s o n Road and r o u t e 425, and i n h e r l i f e t i m e saw t h e town l ine r o a d deve lop f r o m a n I n d i a n
t r a i l t o a l o g o r co rdu roy r o a d to cobb les tone and fi n a l l y a conc re te s t a t e highway which
W a s comple ted in 1920.

She once t o l d h e r granddaughter, t h e l a t e A l i c e N e l s o n of Or iskany, N Y, t h a t when t h e
conc re te road was be ing b u i l t , many o f t h e o r i g i n a l l o g s were found bu r i ed beneath t h e roadbed.

Pav ing t h e highway was h e r a l d e d a s o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t events i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e town
o f Wi l son , and when t h e highway was completed a ce leb ra t i on was planned s t a r t i n g a t 10:45 AM
on November l s t .

The w h i s t l e s o f t h e Niagara Coun t y Preserv ing Corpora t ion were b lown to summon t h e p e o p l e
in t h e v i l l a g e to g a t h e r at t h e c o r n e r of t h e I d e and Townline roads where t h e c o n c r e t e w o r k
would be completed.

Approximately 300 persons assembled t h a t morning i n c l u d i n g t h e Wilson C o r n e t Band who
immediately began to p l a y . Hervey Sanford a l s o gave a s h o r t address and o u t l i n e d t h e i n t e r ‑
e s t i n g manner in which the Townline became a t r a f fi c r o u t e opening up a b e t t e r way to a l l o w
peop le t o t r a v e l t o L o c k p o r t .

He sa id t h a t the r o u t e was o r i g i n a l l y ani n d i a n t r a i l and, in h i s words, "construct ion of
t h e highway i s one o f the g r e a t e s t even ts i n o u r town and w i l l n o t b e f o r g o t t e n . "

When t h e l a s t wheelbarrow load of cement needed to fi n i s h t h e l a s t b l o c k was dumped,
Supervisor Roland S . Singer was c a l l e d upon f o r r e m a r k s , and h e t o l d o f t h e d i f fi c u l t i e s
encountered a f t e r the fi r s t c o n t r a c t was l e t out in 1915.

He expla ined t h a t the c o s t of t h e e i g h t mi les of construct ion t o t a l e d $170,000, b u t o n l y
th ree mi les of t h e road was b u i l t by t h e o r i g i n a l c o n t r a c t o r , t h e Cheektowaga Construct ion
Company o f B u f f a l o .

When t h e y f a i l e d t o c o m p l e t e t h e highway, t h e r o a d was c o n t r a c t e d o u t t o t h e F. G . Munn
Const ruc t ion Company who, in s p i t e o f hav ing g r e a t d i f fi c u l t y in fi n d i n g m a t e r i a l s and h e l p ,
fi n a l l y completed t h e r o a d .

The r o a d was o f fi c i a l l y opened t o t r a f fi c o n November 1 3 , 1920, and a luncheon was h e l d
in t h e Wilsonian Clubroom to c e l e b r a t e t h e e v e n t .

E v e n members of t h e B u f f a l o Automobile C l u b motored to Wilson to t r y o u t t h e new c o n c r e t e
highway w h i c h , up u n t i l t h e n , h a d been r u t t e d and muddy.

S t a t e Congressman W a l l a c e a t t e n d e d and was i n v i t e d to comment, and t h e O n t a r i o Band provided
music w h i l e members o f t h e Wi lson ian C l u b served a stand ing l u n c h .

The completed highway, which was o f fi c i a l l y des ignated as t h e Wilson-Cambria Road, was
e i g h t m i l e s l o n g and extended f r o m B r o c k w a y ' s C o r n e r s o n t h e S o u t h Ridge t o t h e L a k e s h o r e
pass ing t h r o u g h t h e v i l l a g e o f Wi lson .

I t was cons t ruc ted o f s i x t een f o o t wide cement b l o c k s , and was p r a c t i c a l l y s t r a i g h t o v e r
i t s e n t i r e d is tance.

It was bel ieved t h a t t h e new highway w o u l d p r o v i d e e a s i e r connections to c i t i e s to t h e
s o u t h , and would s u r e l y b r i n g r a p i d g r o w t h and p r o s p e r i t y t o t h e v i l l a g e and town o f Wi l son .
The r o a d , which was completed about 75 y e a r s ago h a s , we b e l i e v e , l i v e d up to a l l expec ta t ions .

The cement b l o c k s , o f c o u r s e , a r e n o l o n g e r v i s i b l e h a v i n g been covered s e v e r a l t imes b y
a s p h a l t , and t h i s year t h e e n t i r e r o a d was widened and re -paved .

New curb ings and w a l k s have been added where t h e r o a d passes t h r o u g h t h e v i l l a g e g i v i n g
t h e community a f r e s h , b r i g h t new l o o k .* * * * * * * * * *
NEW MEMBERS:

I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o welcome t h e f o l l o w i n g new members: George Gasior o f Goth ic H i l l Road,
L o c k p o r t , New Yo r k ; E s t h e r Woodard o f M a r i o n , Michigan; and Richard C u l v e r w e l l o f Wi lson.* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM CALENDAR:

Nov ember24, 1994: Thanksgiv ing.
November 8, 1994: A n n u a l B a k e S a l e , E l e c t i o n pay ; Town H a l l and C a t h o l i c Church .

N o v e m b e r 9 , 1994: Board o f D i r e c t o r Meet ing, 7:30 P M a t museum.
November 21, 1994: R e g u l a r Mon th l y Meet ing, 7 : 3 0 PM at museum.

* * ** * * * * & *
BON MOT:

A S a p e r s o n grows O l d e r and w i s e r , h e t a l k s l e s s and says more.
* * wk:O* *¥. * * * *
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INSTITUTE HAD STRICT STANDARDS:

Nota t ions i n a n o l d 1861 p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e Wi lson C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e described
t h e c o l l e g e a s b e i n g p l e a s a n t l y l o c a t e d o n t h e s h o r e s o f L a k e Onta r io . The b u i l d i n g i s l a r g e
and convenient and h a s been t h o r o u g h l y r e p a i r e d d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r .

F a c i l i t i e s i n c l u d e a L i b r a r y w i t h 800 v o l u m e s v a l u e d a t $850, and i s a l s o w e l l s u p p l i e d
w i t h Ph isosoph ica l and Chemical Appl iances, G l o b e s , Maps , C h a r t s , S k e l e t o n s , G e o l o g i c a l and
M i n e r a l o g i c Specimens v a l u e d a t $670 d o l l a r s .

D u r i n g t h e y e a r , C h a r l e s K e l s e y , A . B . , was p r i n c i p a l a n d t a u g h t Ancient and Modern
Languages and N a t u r a l Science. C . J . Davis was in cha rge o f t h e Commerc ia l Depa r tmen t , Pen ‑
manship, and Mathematics.

Miss A.M. C l a r k was P r e c e p t r e s s and t a u g h t H igher E n g l i s h , P a i n t i n g , and Drawing. E.V.W. Dox
was President o f t h e I n s t i t u t e Board o f T r u s t e e s , and J . C . Brown was S e c r e t a r y .

T u i t i o n was charged f o r each c o u r s e t a k e n and one h a l f had t o b e pa id a t t h e opening o f t h e
t e r m , and h a l f midway t h r o u g h t h e t e r m . No p u p i l would be admit ted f o r l e s s t h a n h a l f a t e r m .

Government of t h e s c h o o l was fi r m and c o r r e c t depo r tmen t and prompt obedience was i n s i s t e d
upon. P u p i l s m igh t a l s o be dismissed if teache rs f e l t t h e y would n o t b e n e fi t by remaining.
S t u d e n t s were a l s o expected t o b e i n t h e i r r e p e c t i v e rooms a t h a l f p a s t seven i n t h e e v e n i n g .

The w i n t e r t e r m s t a r t e d on December 9 t h and c l o s e d on March 1 4 , 1862; t h e S p r i n g t e r m
was f r o m March 31 , 1862 t o J u l y 3 , 1862; and t h e F a l l Te r m s t a r t e d A u g u s t 1 8 , 1862 and ended
on November 2 1 , 1862. * * * * * * * * * *
ELECTION ODDITIES:

On Tuesday, November 8, 1994, Americans w i l l a g a i n be a b l e to exers ize one of t h e i r most
Cherishec p r i v i l e g e s - - t h e r i g h t t o v o t e i n a f r e e e l e c t i o n . Th is r i g h t , a l t h o u g h n o t a lways
p r a c t i s e d b y a l l e l i g i b l e v o t e r s h a s , n e v e r - ‐ t h e - l e s s , e n a b l e d o u r N a t i o n t o s o l v e i t s d i f f e r ‑
ences p e a c e f u l l y and s t a y together a s “ o n e n a t i o n unde r God. "

Research comple ted some years a g o by J a n S p o r l e d e r revea led t h a t s ince t h e e a r l y days o f
o u r R e p u b l i c , t h e e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s h a s been p r i n c i p a l l y based o n a two p a r t y sys tem. This
d i v i s i o n began to f o r m u l a t e when t h e F e d e r a l i s t P a r t y of Washington, Hami l ton , and Monroe, was
opposed b y t h e a n t i - f e d e r a l i s t movement suppor ted b y Thomas J e f f e r s o n .

By 1800, t h e p o p u l a r J e f f e r s o n Republ icans became t h e fi r s t p o l i t i c a l p a r t y to adopt t h e
humani tar ian ideas of t h e Dec la ra t i on of Independance, b u t t h e F e d e r a l i s t s t r i e d to "smear "
them by c a l l i n g them"Democrats"--a t e r r i b l e name f o r most Americans at t h e time.

The L i b e r a l Republicans accepted the l a b e l , and as t ime went by they became known as t h e
Republican-Democratic Par ty - -wh ich e v e n t u a l l y evolved i n t o t h e Democratic P a r t y of today.
Meanwhile, the Federa l is t P a r t y f e l l a p a r t , b u t by 1860 evo lved again as t h e Republican Par t y
of Abraham Lincoln. ‘

Par t ies in o u r nat ion have formed over t h e years consistant w i th the mood p r e v a i l i n g in
t h e c o u n t r y, and as a r e s u l t Americans have supported every th ing f rom "Free S o i l e r s " to
“Know-Nothings", “An t i Masons", "D ix iec ra ts " , "Greenbacks", "Mugwumps", P roh ib i t i on i s t s " ,
and " S o c i a l i s t s " . :

Many elect ions have had t h e i r own unique d i s t i n c t i o n , f o r example, George Washington was
t h e o n l y President who d i d n o t campaign f o r e l ec t i on ; Andy Jackson had more e l e c t o r a l votes
than John Adams b u t l o s t the e l e c t i c n ; James P o l k was t h e o n l y Speaker o f t h e House t o become
Pres iden t ; Teddy R o o s e v e l t was considered by many to be t h e most p e r s o n a l l y p o p u l a r o f a l l
p r e s i d e n t s ; F r a n k l i n D . R o o s e v e l t was t h e o n l y p r e s i d e n t t o se rve th rough f o u r e l e c t i o n cam‑
pa igns ; and t h e Eisenhour-~Stephenson r a c e was t h e fi r s t e l e c t i o n to t r u l y be e f f e c t e d by TV.

Whether you f e e l l i k e a "Mugwump" or "Know-Nothing", t h e impor tant t h i n g is to v o t e , so
make y o u r s c o u n t o n e l e c t i o n d a y, Tuesday, November 8 t h .* * * * * * * * * <

MUSEUM ATTENDANTS FOR NOVEMBER:
N o v. 6 t h , N e t t i e St imson, D i r e c t o r , Jeanne N a b l o and H e l e n H o r t o n ; N o v. 1 3 t h , Don B u r r o w s ,

D i r e c t o r , Anne Rohring and A l i c e D a v e n p o r t ; N o v. 2 0 t h , E l e a n o r Mye rs , D i r e c t o r , Roger and
Sandie Wilson; and N o v. 2 7 t h , Bobbie H u l l , D i r e c t o r , D i ck and Sue S c h u l t z . D i rec to rs named
above a r e respons ib le f o r opening and c l o s i n g t h e museum at 2:00 and 4:00 p.m.* * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITION:

The Wo r l d War I un i f o rm worn by Ray E . C l a r k h a s been donated to t h e museum by h i s d a u g h te r,
V i r g i n i a C . K l a i b e r o f W i l l i a m s v i l l e , N Y.

O n J u l y 1 , 1918, Ray e n l i s t e d a t L o c k p o r t , N Y . , and t o o k t h e a u t o mechanics course a t B u f f a l o
Techn ica l H i g h S c h o o l . H e was t r a n s f e r r e d s e v e n weeks l a t e r t o Camp Hancock , G a . , t hen Camp
U p t o n where h e was a t t a c h e d t o a n orGnance reg iment f o r o v e r s e a s d u t y .

O n O c t . 6 , 1918, h e l e f t New Y o r k and o n t h e f o l l o w i n g day h i s s h i p was a t t a c k e d b y a German
submarine and b a d l y damaged. They managed to r e a c h L i v e r p o o l t h e f o l l o w i n g day and on O c t o b e r
29, 1918, h i s u n i t reached L a H a y r e , F r a n c e and j o i ned t h e 6 7 t h C o a s t A r t i l l e r y . From t h e r e t h e y
were s e n t to Bordeaux , and on Feb . 1 0 , 1919 were s e n t home on t h e America, an I t a l i a n sh ip .
He rece ivec h i s discharge f r o m Camp U p t o n .* * * * * * * * * *
MEMORABLE MENU:

Wilson's Championship b a s k e t b a l l squad of 1929-30 consisted of H . F. P e a s e , C a p t . , V. Bowersox ,
J . S . W e l k e r , H.Swick, end L . C . C o r n e l l . Reserves were J . F. A l l g e i e r , C .E .Up ton , M.C.Upton , and
R.Swick; a l s o Coach A.W.Blemaster an@ F. A . G a l b r a i t h , Manag e r .

The Mens C l u b o f Wilson honored t h e team a t a bancuet i n t h e Masonic H a l l , and a h i s t o r i c
one-o f~a-k inc menu f e a t u r e d : "Rona ld C e l e r y " , "P ick les de Maur ice" , " C e c i l O l i v e s " , " F r u i t
C o c k t a i l a l s H e r b e r t " , "Chicken d e B l e m a s t e r " , "Howard P e a s " , "S tewa r t P o t a t o e s " , "Biscui ts c e
G a l b r a i t h " , " S a l a d d e Bowersox" , " I c e Cream a l a C o r n e l l " , and " A l l g e i e r C o f f e e . "

*k * * * * * «x * * *
SOUNDINGS: Ta c t is t h e a r t of b u i l d i n g a fi r e unde r someone without making t h e i r b lood b o i l .
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DOUGLAS FIR WREATHS AVATLABLE: ;

The Greenwood Cemetery Advisory Committee is aga in o f f e r i n g f r e s h l y made D o u g l a s F i r
w r e a t h s , approximately 24 inches in s i z e w i t h l a r g e r e d bows and s t u r d y s t a n d s to be p laced
at headstones in Greenwood Cemete ry t h i s Christmas S e a s o n . The committee w i l l p l a c e t h e
wreaths e a r l y in December and Femove them in t h e s p r i n g .

The e n t i r e c o s t o f ) t h i s s e r v i c e w i l l b e $25, and o r d e r s must b e p l a c e d and payment made
no l a t e r t han Thursday, December i s t . F o r more in fo rma t ion p l e a s e c a l l Donna F r i t t o n a t
751-9624 or t h e Town C l e r k ' s O f fi c e at 751-6704. Committee members a r e : Barbara Mosher, Ch rm. ,
Maureen B r y e r , J e a n F igu ra , Donna F r i t t o n , Do ro thy L innabe ry, Don L u f f , M o l l y and Ronald M a r t i n ,
Rena Rohr ing , F l o y d C l a r k , S h i r l e y E v a n s , and E l e a n o r M y e r s .* x * * *

I w o u l d l i k e to o r d e r w r e a t h s @ $25 to be p l a c e d at Greenwood
Cemetery f o r t h e Chr is tmas S e a s o n . .

Name o f p e r s o n o r f a m i l y where each w r e a t h i s t o b e p l a c e d :

P l e a s e make checks payab le to t h e Town o f W i l s o n , P. O . Box 537 ,
W i l s o n , New Yo r k 14172-0537.

S o r r y , no orders or payments accepted a f t e r December 1 s t .
Name:

Address:
Phone Number:

ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE:
Dick Schmid le , Chrm. o f Ways & M e a n s , h a s announced t h a t t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty w i l l

h o l d i t s a n n u a l baked goods s a l e a t t w o l o c a t i o n s i n t h e v i l l a g e o n E l e c t i o n D a y, November 8 t h
f r o m 9:00 a.m. t o 4:00 p.m.

Baked goods w i l l be s o l d at b o t h t h e Town H a l l and t h e Catho l ic Church v o t i n g a r e a s , and
members and f r iends o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y a r e asked t o b r i n g t h e i r donations t o e i t h e r
loca t ion s t a r t i n g a t 8:30 a.m.

The annua l Bake Sa le takes on added s ign i ficance t h i s year as any p r o fi t s rea l i zed w i l l be
a l l o t t e d toward renovation of t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse.* * * * * * * * * *
NOTEPAPER IS REAL BARGAIN: .

One of the r e a l bargains o f f e r e d by t h e Ways & Means Committee is t h e package of no te paper
which s e l l s f o r j u s t $3.25 e a . I n t h e package a r e t w e l v e sheets o f a t t r a c t i v e n o t e paper w i t h
th ree d i f f e r e n t views r e fl e c t i n g Wilson's h i s t o r y .

The shee ts a r e handy f o r t h o s e s h o r t n o t e s y o u ' d l i k e t o w r i t e t o y o u r f r i e n d s , and t h e
package a l s o makes a p r a c t i c a l " s t o c k i n g - s t u f f e r " f o r t h e coming Christmas Season.* * * * * * * * * *
IN MEMORIAM:

June Diebold Rush, 7 0 , d a u g h t e r o f Edward and C h a r l o t t e McCarthy D i e b o l d , d i e d O c t . 10 , 1994
a f t e r a s h o r t i l l n e s s . A f t e r h e r g r a d u a t i o n f r o m Wilson C e n t r a l Schoo l i n 1943, s h e served
t h r e e y e a r s w i t h t h e Navy WAVES d u r i n g Wor ld War I T .

She worked in t h e p e r s o n n e l depar tment a t Har r i son D i v . o f GMC in L o c k p o r t and when she
r e t i r e d i n 1989 was s e c r e t a r y t o t h e Manager o f P l a n t O n e . She was a member o f S t . P a t r i c k ' s
C h u r c h , L e o D o l a n P o s t 410 American Leg ion , t h e Cong ress iona l S e c r e t a r i e s C l u b o f Washington, DC;
anc t h e Keenan Qui l te rs G u i l d .

She is surv ived by two s i s t e r , A r l e t t a R o p i n s o n of F l o r i d a , and J a n e t l e e Munnekhysen of
L o c k p o r t . B u r i a l serv ices were h e l d a t S t . P a t r i c k ' s C h u r c h , and b u r i a l was i n M t . O l i v e Cem.* * * * * * ¥ * * *
NOVEMBER MEETING: Watch f o r p rogram meeting n o t i c e in in y o u r l o c a l newspaper. S h i r l e y H u n t e r

and B e t h Waldcrom w i l l b e r e f r e s h m e n t hos tesses o n November 2 1 , 1994.* * * * * * * * * *
FINAL THOUGHT: Ch i ld ren l e a r n t h r e e ways- -by example, by example, by example.

H E R E EKRE KREKREKREIKE KEERR I R E K E R E R E K E R K K K E R R R E E R R R REK E R ERIKA K E R R R E E R E K E K E K E KKKERR RERERERKEREREREEKEER

1995... . c e c e e e e c e c e e eMEMBERSHIP A P P L I C AT I O N . . . . . . . . . e e e e e c e e e e s 1995
N E W. . . . . RENEWAL.. . . . NAME. oe c c c c e c e c e c e c e c e c e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s Paz( )eseeeeesceeeece
ADDRESS... 0 . c c c c e c e c e c e c e c e e e n e n e e n e e e e e s P . O . B O X . . . . . o s Z I P i s o n s

COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . JR (under18)$ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . L IFE $150. . . . . . . . .000e0eee w e e

ENDOWMENT FUND $ . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 HONORARY (85+) F R E E . . . . . TOTAL ENCLOSED. . . . . . . .+2008

P l e a s e make a l l checks p a y a b l e t o t h e Wilson H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty and r e t u r n t o :

ANNE A. FAERY BOX NO: 731 WILSON, NEW YORK 14172
KRKEKKERRREKE K K K K E R R R E E RRK E R R E R E K E R R E R E RKK E E KKEEE K E K E K E K K E R EKRR KKE E R K E R R EKRKRREERE K E K E EREERKEKEREREE:

SECOND NOTICE: PLEASE TRY TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1995. THANK YOU.
K H E R KEKE EKER R E E R R R K E K R R R RE KR KEKE K E R E E R E E K E R E R E R R R K E R R E E R E R R R RR E E R E E R E K E E E R E E R R R EERKEEERKEEKEER
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The l a t e M e r l e Wilson spen t 63 y e a r s of h i s l i f e as a commercial fisherman in Wilson, and
some i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r i e s abou t h i s l i f e m igh t n e v e r have been recorded i f i t h a d n ' t been f o r
one o f h i s young admi re rs , Ricky Schmid le , who once taped an in te rv i ew he had w i t h M e r l e .

I t appears t h a t M e r l e ' s fi s h i n g c a r e e r began i n 1901 when h i s f a t h e r , W i l l i a m , decided t o
t a k e h i s son o u t o f schoo l t o h e l p him. That was when M e r l e and h i s b r o t h e r F red began t o
l e a r n t h e o f t e n dangerous business of commercial fi s h i n g .

The b o a t t h e y used had a s a i l and 3 p a i r o f o a r s , and they u s u a l l y p l a c e d t h e i r n e t s u p t o
6 m i l e s o u t o n t h e l a k e where t h e y ' d o f t e n c a t c h 5 o r 6 hundred pounds o f h e r r i n g . The c a t c h
was u s u a l l y packed i n i c e and shipped t o New Yo r k C i t y f r o m t h e Wilson Depo t .

The young fishermen admit ted t h a t they were scared many t i m e s , espec ia l ly one t ime in
J a n u a r y when they l e f t t h e h a r b o r a t 8:00 a . m . o n a c o l d , b l u s t e r y morning. A s t h e day went
o n , t h e y f o u n d t h e y were a l l a l o n e i n t h e l a k e about 6 mi les n o r t h o f O l c o t t .

The boys wanted t h e i r f a t h e r to p u l l i n t o t h e h a r b o r , n u t t h e o l d fisherman decided
he cou ld fi n d t h e i r way back to Wilson by f o l l o w i n g t h e shorel ine. As darkness closed i n ,
they rowed t h e i r boat against s t r o n g southwest winds as huge i c e banks towered above them
a l o n g the shore. They fi n a l l y managed t o b r i n g t h e i r boa t i n between the o l d wooden p i e r s
at Wilson where 150 persons had l i n e d up a l o n g t h e shore to g i v e them a hand. They had waited
p a t i e n t l y f o r h o u r s , b u t many feared t h e Wilsons had been l o s t i n the l a k e .

Mer le noted t h a t many o f the fi s h t h a t h e had caught i n h i s e a r l i e r years were p e r c h , t r o u t ,
w h i t e fi s h , p i k e , and s tu rgeon, and t h a t t h e fi r s t fi s h t o disappear were t h e whi tefish and t r o u t .
By the mid 1930's commercial fi s h i n g had f a l l e n o f f dramat ical ly.

One time i n l a t e O c t o b e r, M e r l e g o t t i r e d o f " s i t t i n g around" and decided t o p u t some ne ts
in the water again. H is f a t h e r t o l d him it would be a waste of t i m e , and when he ta lked wi th
Fred Whee le r, he received l i t t l e encouragement f r om him e i t h e r. F r e d , in f a c t , j ok ing l y
suqgested he p u t h i s n e t s up in h i s f r o n t y a r d where he s a i d h e ' d p robab ly c a t c h as many fi s h
a s h e wou ld i f h e p l a c e d t h e n e t s i n t h e l a k e . N o n e - t h e - l e s s , they t o o k o f f a t daybreak and
p l a c e d t h r e e n e t s - - o n e o f f t h e p i e r s and two west o f t h e p i e r s .

The f o l l o w i n g morning was one t h e y ' d never f o r g e t . A l l t h r e e n e t s were found loaded w i t h fi s h
and b y t h e t ime they were a l l p u l l e d i n t o t h e b o a t t h e y had o v e r 1800 pounds o f b l u e p i k e . The
boa t was so l o w in t h e wa te r W i l l i a m W i l s o n , who was watching f r o m s h o r e , t h o u g h t t h e b o a t had
sprung a l e a k . A f t e r t h e men h a p p i l y packed t h e fi s h i n i c e i n 6 0 pound boxes , t h e y were t a k e n
t o a l o c a l d i s t r i b u t o r .

In 1940 , M e r l e decided to b u i l d a new b o a t , and t h i n g s went w e l l u n t i l 1946 when a sandbar
formed ac ross t h e mouth of t h e c r e e k and he c o u l d no l o n g e r g e t h i s 28 f o o t b o a t in or o u t of
t h e h a r b o r . He t o o k t h e boa t to O l c o t t and opera ted i t f r o m t h e r e f o r two y e a r s u n t i l i n 1948
t h e government dredged o u t t h e channel at Wilson and b u i l t two new p i e r s .

One t ime M e r l e t o o k F r a n k R i g n e l l o n a fi s h i n g t r i p 6 mi les west o f Wilson. While s e t t i n g
t h e i r n e t s t h e moto r conked o u t , and t h e y had to r i g a s m a l l s a i l and head f o r Youngs town.
As they neared t h e Niagara R i v e r t h e y were stopped by t h e Coast Guard and asked where they
were f r o m .

M e r l e asked if t h e y would t o w them i n t o Youngstown so t h e y c o u l d g e t t h e i r m o t o r fi x e d .
I n s t e a d t h e coas tguard o f fi c e r o f f e r e d to t o w them to Wilson. I t was a r i d e t h e y ' d never f o r ‑
g e t . The waves were k i c k i n g u p f r o m a s t r o n g n o r t h e a s t w i n d , and when t h e c o a s t g u a r d v e s s e l

opened engines f u l l t h r o t t l e , M e r l e and F r a n k were soon drenched t o t h e s k i n . They sa id
t h a t when they reached t h e Wilson h a r b o r t h e y f e l t l i k e a p a i r of drowned r a t s .

M e r l e was g r a t e f u l f o r t h e f a v o r , however, and t o l d t h e crew to go to t h e boathouse and g e t
a l l t h e y wanted t o e a t and d r i n k . The c o a s t g u a r d c a p t a i n r e f u s e d t o t a k e any money, b u t t o l d
M e r l e i f h e ' d w r i t e t h e c o a s t g u a r d b a s e and make a r e p o r t o f w h a t had happened, i t wou ld d o
them more good t h a n g e t t i n g a f r e e l u n c h . M e r l e was more t h a n happy t o d o s o .

M e r l e gave up fi s h i n g and s o l d h i s b o a t in 1963. S ince no one was in te res ted in o l d n e t s and
buoys, some of these were donated to t h e Wilson MUseum.

: * * * * * * * * * *

DECEMBER EVENTS:
December 1 4 t h , Board of D i r e c t o r meet ing. Wi lson Museum, 7:30 PM.
December 1 9 t h , Prog ram Meet ing. B r i n g i n g h i s t o r y a l i v e w i t h t h e Boatmans. Museum 7:30 PM.
December 25th: Ce leb ra te Christmas

* * * * * * * * * *
CHRISTMAS PRAYER: " G e t on y o u r knees and thank God y o u ' r e on y o u r f e e t . "* * * * * * * * * *
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WILL CELEBRATE 65TH YEAR: :

In 1920, Fa the r Vincent McCar thy o f t h e Immacu la te Concept ion Church in C a m b r i a , a r ranged
to b u i l d a s m a l l f r a m e church on L a k e S t r e e t in Wi lson w i t h a s e a t i n g capac i ty o f 75 persons.

The church was a b l e to se rve t h e needs of t h e Catho l i c community u n t i l 1930 when , in o r d e r
to accommodate an expanding congregat ion, t h e y acquired t h e f o r m e r Presby te r ian Church

W i l s o n ' s new S t . J o h n ' s Miss ion was organized i n November, 1929, under t h e e p i s c o p a t e o f
Bishop L i n c o l n F e r r i s , and t h e fi r s t executive counci l consisted of D r . Hen ry S w i c k e r, C h r m . ,
Thomas M a r k s , S r . , Warden/Treasurer; Frederick G a l b r a i t h , S e c r e t a r y ; and Ash ley G a l e , E r n e s t
H o r t o n , and Seward M o o t , S r . , D i r e c t o r s .

The Episcopal Mission acquired t h e f o r m e r Ca tho l i c Church in 1930, and t h e new church was
dedicated t h a t same year as t h e S t . J o h n ' s Miss ion of Wi lson .

D r . Swicker presented t h e fi r s t c l a s s of young p e o p l e f o r confirmat ion to Bishop F e r r i s
on March 2, 1931. .

Support ive groups w i t h i n t h e church s ince i t s o rgan i za t i on have included t h e S t . John ' s
Womens G u i l d ; t h e Bishop F e r r i s G u i l d ; t h e A l t a r G u i l d ; and t h e Ep iscopa l Young Churchmen.

The R e v. E v e l y n Manze l la i s t h e c u r r e n t V i c a r in Charge o f S t . John 's M iss ion .* * * * * * * * * *
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AVAILABLE:

B r i o n Lonsbery and C h a r l e s H a r t w i g , representat ives of t h e Wilson Business A s s o c i a t i o n ,
obtained permission l a s t March to u s e a p i c t u r e of t h e Wilson Depo t to decora te Christmas t r e e
ornaments as a f u n d r a i s i n g p r o j e c t f o r t h e Associat ion.

Ornaments a r e now a v a i l a b l e f o r $8.00 each and f e a t u r e a reproduct ion of t h e v i l l a g e symbol ,
a l s o one o f t h e Wilson D e p o t . C o n t a c t a business assoc ia t ion member f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n .* * * * * * * * * *

NEW MEMBERS:
I t i s a r e a l p l e a s u r e t o welcome o n b e h a l f o f t h e s o c i e t y t h e f o l l o w i n g new members:

Johanna K. Andr i t z of N o r t h Tonawanda; Naomi B e u t e l Tompkins of Ve r o Beach, F l o r i d a ; Margaret.
B l e m a s t e r K l u g of G l e n E l l y n , I l l i n o i s ; C h r i s C a r l i n of Ransomvi l le , N . Y . ; John Carpen te r
o f O l c o t t , N . Y. . and Mary L . S t e v e n s Reese o f Wi l son , N Y.

We a l s o welcome two j u n i o r members, Geo rge Michael W a t e r s , J r . who was b o r n A p r i l 1, 1994,
and Sarah Carpen te r o f O l c o t t , N . Y.* * * * * * * * * *
SPECIAL THANKS:

A word o f thanks to James C o r n e l l o f B o s t o n , M a s s . , f o r a r e c e n t con t r i bu t i on to t h e
s o c i e t y ' s Endowment Fund. * * * * * * * * * *
SUCCESSFUL BAKE SALE:

Dick Schmid le , Chrm. o f t h e Ways & Means Comm., notes: " I want to thank a l l those who con‑
t r i bu ted baked goods o r money f o r ou r e lec t i on day baked goods s a l e .

"A spec ia l word o f app rec ia t i on to those who worked t h a t day on the s a l e ; a t the town h a l l ,
Mi les Linnabery, Ce les te C r a w f o r d , Anne F a e r y, S h i r l e y E v a n s , Mary McCoy, and Janet Naslund.
Catho l ic Church , C h a r l o t t e Pease , E l l a n E l l i s , Jeanne Schmidle, Norma Ward, Peg F r i t t o n , and
B e t t y Hausman. A fi n a l word of thanks to L u c i l l e Upton and h e r telephone Committee which
assured t h a t we would have baked goods to s e l l .

The e f f o r t s o f a l l the above r e s u l t e d i n a p r o fi t o f $304 f o r the day. A s noted b e f o r e ,
t h e s e f u n d s w i l l be a l l o t t e d toward t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse."

k * * * * * * * * *

TUSCARORA PARK MOVES FORWARD:
Work h a s been s t a r t e d on a new p i e r and b a t h i n g beach on t h e west s ide of Tuscarora S t a t e

P a r k , and t h e p r o j e c t i s p a r t o f a p l a n t h a t w i l l inc lude a p layg round , pa rk i ng a r e a , and hand i ‑
cap accessib le p a t h to t h e w a t e r ' s edge.

Money f o r t h e p a r k ' s development was made poss ib le t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s of Assemblyman
Joseph T. P i l l i t t e r e who h a s a l s o suppor ted o t h e r p r o j e c t s i n Wilson. Among these have
been g r a n t s t o h e l p c o n s t r u c t t h e D r . John Argue Memorial B u i l d i n g ; r e p l a c e t h e r o o f o n t h e
o l d 1912 depo t ; h e l p t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y ; and r e c e n t l y , a $12,000 g r a n t t o move t h e Randal l
Rd. schoolhouse to t h e museum grounds .

Joe g rew up du r i ng t h e G r e a t Depression, a t tended Canis ius C o l l e g e , received an engineering
degree a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f D e t r o i t ; and served i n t h e U . S . Navy.* * * * * * * * * *
MUSEUM ATTENDANTS:

B e c a u s e o f i l l n e s s , M a r g e Lederhouse , o u r hostess chairmen, d i d n ' t f e e l up to making
c a l l s f o r Sunday a f t e r n o o n h o s t e s s e s , h o w e v e r, t h e museum w i l l b e open i n December. The f o l l o w ‑
o f fi c e r s shou ld b e p r e s e n t t o open and c l o s e t h e museum f r o m 2 t o 4PM:

D e c . 4 t h : Norm M a c A s k i l l ; D e c . 1 1 t h , A r t h u r S c h n o o r ; and D e c . 1 8 t h , D a r r e l l Smith.* * * * * * * * * * * *
RECENT ACQUISITIONS:

The p a i n t i n g o f "The Hojack" b y F e r n L . B r a u e r , h a s been donated t o t h e Wilson Museum
by J a c k L. Hutchison of S a n b o r n , N Y.

M r s . Z i l pha (Arch ie ) P e t t y : B u f f a l o Evening Newspapers, 7/3/1976; 10/9/1994; a l s o Union
Sun & J o u r n a l P u b l i c a t i o n s , "Welcome t o t h e Niagara H i s t o r i c T r a i l " , and t h e " B l i z z a r d o f ' 7 7 "

J a n e t S p o r l e d e r : 100 P l a s t i c C o a t H a n g e r s .* * * * * * * * * *
THE ONE ROOM SCHOOL:

The Randa l l Rd. Schoolhouse p r o j e c t reminds us t h a t t h e one room schoo l was once t h e back ‑
bone of America's educat ional system. Some of t h e dedicated teachers who once t a u g h t r u r a l
s c h o o l s i n Wi lson inc lude : H a z e l S a l i s b u r y, H e l e n H o r t o n , Do ro thy H a l s t e a d , Bea Sa l i sbu ry,
Laura E i c k , H e l e n S t e v e n s , Doro thy L o r t , D o r a Wakeman, E l o i s e C u l v e r w e l l , Ly d i a S o u t h a r d ,
Ernes t ine Walpo le , Bessie C r a w f o r d , A l i c e C a r t e r , B lanche Wi lson , and M r s . Louis Swick.

* * * * * * * * *
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BOARD ACTION & REPORTS:

I t is h a r d f o r t h e s o c i e t y to a d j u s t to change--espec ia l ly when i t invo lves t h e l o s s of
k e y p e r s o n n e l . Tha t i s why t h e b o a r d r e c e n t l y accepted, w i t h r e g r e t , t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f Bobby
H u l l , s e c r e t a r y, e f f e c t i v e December 3 1 , 1994.

Bobby i s j o i n i n g a n e x c l u s i v e g r o u p o f f o r m e r s e c r e t a r i e s who f a i t h f u l l y k e p t a r e c o r d o f
a l l a c t i v i t i e s since t h e s o c i e t y was organized in 1972: L a u r a E i c k , Susan Cru i ckshank ,
Martha MacAsk i l l , Mary Budde, Judy Z a u n e r , Faye P i s e l l o , and Pam G r o f f .

E l e a n o r Myers requested t h a t a l l memorials made in memory of John Myers be used f o r t h e
inside r e s t o r a t i o n of t h e Randa l l Road Schoolhouse.

President Bur rows r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e schoolhouse a u c t i o n r a i s e d $3750, and an add i t i ona l
$225 was received f r o m t h e L i o n ' s C l u b f r o m s a l e of h o t dogs and pop.

Thanks t o Don B u r r o w s , t h e s o c i e t y was a b l e t o acqu i re 100 cha i r s and 5 t a b l e s f o r $215 a t
t h e schoolhouse auc t i on .

Anne F a e r y r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e r e has been a good response of r e n e w a l s of membership in t h e
s o c i e t y, and she hopes t h a t everyone w i l l b e u p t o d a t e when t h e New Ye a r s t a r t s .

New s t e e l cabinets: acqui red f o r t h e Barnum B u i l d i n g s t o r a y e room have been assembled by
O l l i e  C l a r k .

Permission was g i ven to t h e "Fr iends of t h e L i b r a r y " to h e l d a musical p rog ram in t h e
museum on December l s t . The p u b l i c is i n v i t e d .

Norm MacAski l l r e p o r t e d t h a t he at tended a r e c e n t Federation meet ing where it was announced
t h a t t h e t ime is approaching when a l l h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t i e s w i l l have to p rov ide easy access
f o r t h e handicapped. * * * * * * * * * *
A CHRISTMAS STORY:

I t w o u l d n ' t be Christmas wi thou t "Rudo lph" , S a n t a ' s re indeer w i t h t h e sh iny n o s e , who r o s e
t o p o p u l a r i t y i n 1949 when Gene A u t r y , t h e s i n g i n g cowboy, recorded h i s b igges t h i t "Rudolph
t h e Red-nosed Reindeer."

A c t u a l l y t h e Rudolph s t o r y began 10 yea rs e a r l i e r when Montgomery Ward decided to have an
unusua l theme f o r t h e Christmas Season . They approached an adve r t i s i ng copywr i t e r, Rober t May,
who suggested hav ing a re indeer w i t h a sh iny nose to h e l p S a n t a d e l i v e r h i s p resen ts each y e a r .

H i s idea d i d n ' t c a t c h o n , h o w e v e r, u n t i l May w r o t e t h e poem which was p u t i n b o o k l e t f o r m
and handed o u t by Montgomery Ward S a n t a s a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y .

The poem was l i k e d so w e l l i t was p u t to music by Johnny M a r k s , and "Rudolph" leaped to
popular i ty in 1949 when Gene A u t r y , t h e s ing ing cowboy, recorded h i s biggest h i t song.* * * * * * * * * *
WILSON FREE LIBRARY:

On December 1, 1994, t h e Wilson F r e e L i b r a r y w i l l sponsor a musical program at the Wilson
Museum at 7:30 p.m. The program w i l l be presented by t h e Hol iday S t r i n g s of Niagara F a l l s
under t h e d i rec t ion of James F l o o d , and t h e p u b l i c is i n v i t e d to at tend.

On December 7, 1994, at 7 p . m . , a work session w i l l be h e l d at t h e L i b r a r y on Young S t r e e t ,
and Vickie Jancef w i l l demonstrate how. tq make evergreen centerpieces f o r the Hol idays.* * * * * * * * * *
WORD OF APPRECIATION: oe

I t t a k e s time to compile, pub l i sh , and m a i l o u t t h e month ly newsle t ter - - that is why i t 1s
v e r y h e l p f u l to receive a l l meet ing n o t i c e s , programs, Sunday h o s t e s s e s , ref reshment hostesses,
o r o t h e r r e l a t e d m a t e r i a l b y t h e 1 5 t h o f t h e month p r i o r t o p u b l i c a t i o n . Yo u r c o o p e r a t i o n
has a l w a y s been appreciated. * * * * * * * * * *
T O B E 7 0 years young i s f a r more c h e e r f u l t h a n b e i n g 4 0 years o l d .* * * * * * * * * *

FINAL THOUGHT: I f you want wo rk w e l l d o n e , g e t a busy m a n . . . t h e o t h e r k i n d h a s n o t ime.* * * * * * * * *
DECEMBER PROGRAM:

The g u e s t speakers a t t h e December 1 9 t h meet ing of t h e s o c i e t y w i l l be David and Karen
Boatman o f W i l l i a m s v i l l e , New Yo r k . The Boatmans w i l l demonst ra te how h i s t o r y can b e b r o u g h t
a l i v e t h r o u g h h i s t o r i c a l enac tment , and w i l l f e a t u r e scenes f r o m t h e C i v i l War e r a . Refreshments
w i l l b e served f o l l o w i n g t h e program

Dorothy Linnabery, Chrm. , is t r y i n g to in t roduce programs t h a t w i l l encourage more of o u r mem‑
b e r s to g e t o u t and a t t e n d meetings. She is open to suggest ions and would l i k e to h e a r f r o m you .
In o r d e r to h e l p make i t e a s i e r , we a r e a t t a c h i n g a suggest ion b l a n k which c o u l d h e l p h e r to
a r range f o r t h e k i n d of programs y o u ' d l i k e to h a v e .
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Doro thy Linnabery: W ewould l i k e t o h e a r more programs o n L o c a l H i s t o r y . . . . . ; C r a f t s . . . . . i
Show & T e l l . . . . . ; M u s i c a l s . . . . . ; A n t i q u e s . . . . . ; H i s t o r i c a l R e - e n a c t m e n t s . . . . . ; H o b b y s . . . . . 7
Member p a r t i c i p a t i o n . . . . . ; P ro fess iona l s p e a k e r s . . . . .3 Other... c c c e c e e e e e e e e eu s e . b a c k . . . . . . . .
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1995... ... c e e e e e eMEMBERSHIP A P P L I C AT I O N . . . . . . . - - . - - 4 5 - 1995
N E W. . . . . RENEWAL..... NAME... 2 c c c c c c c c c c c c c c c c e s e e e c e e c e c e Phone: ( yew c c c c e e c e e c c c e c e

ADDRESS... c ec c c c c c c ee c w ee e e ew e e r c c c e cc e e c e s P. O . B O X . . . . . e e e e s CITY s u s o ms a a a c a n a n«ZiP..seeee
COUPLE $ 8 . 0 0 . . . . . SINGLE $ 5 . 0 0 . . . . . JR. (under 18 ) $ 1 . 0 0 . . . . . LIFE $150 .00 . . . . . p e e w e e s e w w e

ENDOWMENT FUND $ . . . . . . . . . - . . . HONORARY (85+) F R E E . . . . . TOTAL ENCLOSED $....---c-eeeeeeee
> l e a s e make a l l checks payab le to t h e WILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY and r e t u r n t o :

ANNE A. FAERY BOX NO. 731 WILSON, NEW YORK 14172

FINAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR 1995


